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STOCKING THE SHELVES: Lise Friedman restocks discounted books for the final closing of Dutton's Brentwood Books on
April 30. Dutton's was a popular place for avid readers looking for rare books and good service. 

BY KEVIN HERRERA
Editor in Chief 

CITY HALL The FAA’s challenge of a local law banning faster,
larger jet aircraft from using the Santa Monica Airport is a
“legal assault” on public safety, and any decision on the mer-
its of the ban should be made by a judge instead of federal
administrators, City Hall said this week in a 40-page legal
brief defending its actions.

The brief, which was filed Monday with the Federal
Aviation Administration along with hundreds of pages of
exhibits, was in direct response to the federal government’s
decision to reinstitute an administrative complaint against
City Hall that was brought in 2002 to block attempts to
enhance safety at the airport. The FAA issued the order to
show cause on March 26, a day after the City Council
approved the jet ban.

In the brief, attorneys for City Hall once again laid out
their concerns with the lack of safety measures at the airport,
citing the close proximity of homes to both ends of the run-
way and the dramatic increase in the number of faster planes
using the airport in the last few years.

Some homes are located within 300 feet of the ends of the
runway, and the number of Category C and D aircraft using

the airport has increased by nearly 30 percent. Combine that
with the fact that the airport has no runway protection zones
or safety areas to protect against a possible runway overrun
and there are the makings of a disaster in which many lives
could be lost, city officials said.

The brief also states that under an agreement reached
between the FAA and City Hall in 1984, Santa Monica is only
responsible for accommodating slower Category A and B
aircraft, and as a partner in that contract, the FAA is “dis-
qualified from adjudicating the validity of the ordinance
because the FAA Airports Administrator Kirk Shaffer has
already prejudged the matter, stating in a letter to the city
that the ordinance is ‘flatly illegal.’”

“There is no ground to proceed forward,” said Deputy
City Attorney Marti Tachiki, who helped prepare the brief.
“They should allow us to go to a court and have a judge
decide.”

In addition, the FAA, City officials contend, is violating
the Tenth Amendment prohibition against the federal gov-
ernment commandeering local resources and is placing the
aviation industry’s interests above public safety.

Ian Gregor, a spokesman for the FAA, said the agency is
reviewing City Hall’s response “to determine the appropriate
next steps for us to take.”

The FAA contends its offer to instal a series of concrete
buffers at the west end of the runway will greatly improve
runway safety. The buffers, called an Emergency Material
Arresting System, are precautionary safety measures protect-
ing against aircraft from overshooting the runway and into
homes — the concrete blocks are designed to handle planes
traveling at up to 70 knots.

The 70-knot EMAS would be designed to stop roughly 97
percent of operations at the airport and 90 percent of C and
D classified jets. The enhanced safety measure would con-
sume more runway than the 40-knot EMAS, which the FAA
previously proposed and city officials turned down as being
insufficient.

Along with the enhanced EMAS bed, the FAA also offered
to reduce noise and pollution by changing the alignment of
aircraft on Runway 21 where the majority of operations take
place, adjusting the line of planes so that emissions go down
the taxiway instead of toward homes. The FAA is also offer-
ing to add information about the noise abatement proce-
dures and lack of runway safety areas through electronic
notifications sent to pilots who file their flight plans into or
out of Santa Monica.

City Hall challenges FAA’s authority 

BY MELODY HANATANI
Daily Press Staff Writer

DOWNTOWN L.A. The murder trial of a former Santa
Monica landlord accused of killing homeless men in an
elaborate insurance scam wrapped up witness testi-
monies on Tuesday, less than 24 hours after the case took
a bizarre turn.

Closing arguments are expected to take place on
Thursday for the criminal case tying 77-year-old Helen
Golay and 75-year-old Olga Rutterschmidt in the hit-
and-run murders of Paul Vados and Kenneth McDavid.
Jurors are expected to begin deliberations on Friday.

After the prosecution spent nearly three weeks calling
witnesses to testify, from a tow-truck driver who alleged-
ly drove Golay back to her Santa Monica home after one
of the hit-and-run incidents to a former homeless man
believed to have been a target of the septuagenarians, the
defense spent just a few hours calling witnesses. Public
Defender Michael Sklar, who represents Rutterschmidt,
did not call any witnesses.

A day after telling jurors that Golay was framed by her
daughter, Kecia, defense attorney Roger Diamond spent
part of Tuesday morning unsuccessfully trying to con-

Murder trial
nearing end 

SEE TRIAL PAGE 14
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For more information on any of the events listed, log on to smdp.com and click the “Events” tab for the given day’s calendar.

Figure out the mystery
1704 Montana Ave., 7 p.m.

Come out to discuss Nicci French's chilling novel, “Secret Smile.” This event
takes place at the Montana Avenue Branch Library

In an effort to go green ...
601 Santa Monica Blvd., 7 p.m.

Be part of the solution — educate and empower yourself with simple steps
that save our environment and save you money. This six-week Green Living
Workshop covers: Water, energy, waste, chemicals, transportation & travel,

and shopping & food.  To register, contact Barent Roth at Sustainable
Works, (310) 458-8716 ext. 1 or roth_barent@smc.edu.

Hanging out with the Kiwanis Club
1332 Sixth St., Noon

The Santa Monica Kiwanis Club weekly luncheon features guest speakers. For
more information, call (310) 613-1249. 

12 little steps
16370 Bollinger Dr., 7 p.m. — 8 p.m.

Every Wednesday, 12 Steps for Everybody holds a 12-Step writing meeting
for all 12 Step Programs or anyone with a habitual problem or illness. Every
third Saturday, 12 Steps for Everybody has 3-hour writing workshop. For

more information, call (310) 454-5138.

Lose Weight for Good
Saint John’s Health Center, 7 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.

Saint John’s Health Center presents “Lose Weight for Good,” a comprehen-
sive program for healthy weight management. It’s a sound approach to last-

ing lifestyle solutions. Instructed by a dietitian, the 13-week series costs
$300. To register, call (310) 829-8453.

Thursday, April 10, 2008

Laugh your chakras off
717 Broadway, 11 a.m.

Led by Kim Selbert, a certified laughter yoga leader, this class utilizes simple
and fun laughter exercises to promote better health. Bet you didn’t know

that you could change your life through the simple act of laughing. This class
takes place at Shakti’s Elements in Downtown.

The Meathands have it
4455 Overland Ave. Culver City, 8 p.m.

The "Magic Meathands" perform an hour of fully improvised hilarity based on
audience suggestions and participation. The show is presented by director
Bill Johnson, in a great cafe that offers delicious coffee, food, drinks and
comfortable couches. What sets this improv group apart is their personal

connection with the audience and community, so their best material comes
directly from the people around them. For information, call (310) 559-8868.

What’s new this week
2101 Ocean Park Blvd., 1 p.m. — 2:30 p.m.

A free-wheeling review and discussion of the week’s key news stories at
home and abroad.

What’s really the story?
3116 Second St., 8 p.m.

The Powerhouse Theatre presents the “What's the Story Festival of New
Solo Plays.” The festival includes a workshop, founded and facilitated by
Stacie Chaiken, for the development of personal stories for the stage, the

screen, and the page. In their annual festival, 15 writer-performers perform
an eclectic array of new work that is deeply moving, hilariously brave,

bawdy, brazen and bold. For information, call (310) 396-3680.

BBOB GGABRIEL IINSURANCE

California survey shows Mercury Insurance Auto
rates to be the most competetive in this area.

Phone Quotes Available

Providing Professional & Personalized Service Since 1936

Auto Experts Life, Disability & Pension

Homeowners Commercial & Business

Workers Compensation Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies 
including MERCURY INSURANCE

310.829.0305
2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

We encourage you to support the Santa

Monica Historical Society Museum —

The Archives of Santa Monica. 

1539 Euclid (310) 395-2290

99546014

Tax Shelter
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taxes $50,000 
to $75,000 

per year.
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By Daily Press Staff 

PICO BOULEVARD Santa Monica High
School was named one of 14 Signatures
Schools for 2008 by the GRAMMY
Foundation for its dedication to arts educa-
tion.

Created in 1998, the GRAMMY Signature
Schools program recognizes high schools that
are making an outstanding commitment to
music education.

Samohi, one of only two Signature Schools
in California, will receive $1,000 from the
foundation to help fund music programs.

“For the past 10 years, the GRAMMY
Signature Schools program has recognized
and rewarded excellence in music education
at U.S. public high schools, said Neil Portnow,
president/CEO of The Recording Academy

and president of the GRAMMY Foundation.
“These schools maintain high quality

music programs that foster and demonstrate
the significant role music can play in the lives
of their students,” Portnow said. “Many do so
with serious economic challenges, so it is
especially gratifying that we are able to award
three Enterprise Awards this year. We are also
grateful for the continued support of the
Gibson Foundation for this program.”

Each of the 14 GRAMMY Signature
Schools will receive a custom award and a
monetary grant to benefit its music program.
The top three are designated Gold recipients.
The best of the Gold recipients is designated
the National GRAMMY Signature School.
The National GRAMMY Signature School
will receive $10,000, and the two remaining
Gold schools will each receive $5,000. In the
Enterprise Award category, which recognizes
efforts made by schools that are economical-
ly under-served, three schools will receive a
grant of $5,000 each.

Additionally, through the Gibson
Foundation, three schools will each be award-
ed grants of $5,000 to benefit their guitar

and/or piano programs. Award presentations
are made throughout the spring at the
National GRAMMY Signature School, and
schools that are Gold recipients, Enterprise
Award winners and Gibson grantees.

The remaining five GRAMMY Signature
Schools recipients will receive a grant award
of $1,000 to benefit their music programs.
The recipients are determined by a panel of
top music educators and professionals.

The selection process for GRAMMY
Signature Schools begins each year in
September when the GRAMMY Foundation
mails notification to more than 20,000 public
high schools from districts large and small,
urban, suburban and rural, requesting infor-
mation about each school’s music program.
Applications are completed and submitted
online in October at
www.GRAMMYInTheSchools.com. After the
applications are scored, finalists are identified
and asked to submit additional documenta-
tion, such as recordings of school  concerts,
sample concert programs and repertoire,

Music to their ears 
GRAMMY Foundation
names Samohi one of
14 Signature Schools

Photo courtesy David Kennerly
STRIKING UP THE BAND: Santa Monica High School received a $1,000 grant from the GRAMMY Foundation to help fund its music program,
which includes the Santa Monica High School Orchestra. Samohi was named one of 14 Signature Schools by the GRAMMYS.

SEE GRAMMY PAGE 14

By the Associated Press

LOS ANGELES A museum exhibit in
the city of angels is looking at the leg-
ends of saints.

“All the Saints of the City of the
Angels,” at the Autry National Center
through Sept. 7, looks at L.A. streets
named for various saints and how life
on those streets relates to the saints’
legends.

The artist, J. Michael Walker,
researched the topic for eight years
and created 50 paintings of saints,
incorporating stylistic aspects of
Spanish religious art but using for his
models contemporary city-dwellers -
workers, indigents and other ordinary
people.

The exhibit looks at sacred space,
neighborhood life, local history and
religious traditions, with text panels in
Spanish and English, video clips and
an altar where visitors can reflect. The
show also features 18th- and 19th-cen-
tury devotional objects from the Autry
collection, including artifacts from the
Museum of the American West and
the Southwest Museum of the
American Indian.

According to Walker, a few of the
streets featured in the exhibit date to
the Spanish-Mexican era, like San
Pedro Street in Little Tokyo, which was
originally the road to San Pedro Bay;
San Fernando Road, which starts in
Lincoln Heights and runs northwest to
the San Fernando Mission; and Santa
Monica Boulevard, which starts in
Silver Lake and goes to the ocean in
Santa Monica.

But, Walker says, most saint-named
streets in Los Angeles were actually
named by Anglo Easterners in the late
19th century, such as San Julian Street
in downtown L.A., San Ysidro Drive in
Bel-Air and Santa Ana Boulevard in
Watts.

The Autry National Center is locat-
ed at 4700 Western Heritage Way.
Details at http://www.autrynational-
center.org.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
■ Send letters to editor@smdp.com

Saints come
marching in
to museum
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Spanking isn’t child abuse
Editor:

After observation of the advertisement in your
newspaper (The Ad Council, Page 11, April 1), I decided
to write this short note.

“Sparing the rod” does spoil the child. A psychol-
ogist created a theoretical position on that subject
to expand parenting procedures. Yes, theoretical. It
developed into a new method of achieving an ‘end’
result. My grandmother taught me that, “If some-
thing is not broke, do not fix it.” Their ‘label’ is con-
fusion. To chastise a child is forcing the child’s atten-
tion to consequences. Today’s system does not
accomplish that particular end result. Take a look
around the society today.

This subject would be very interesting during a
debate, with or without an audience. Bottom line — nor-
mal, physical punishment is not abuse, when done
properly. Spankings are not the same as using a burn-
ing iron is it? And, most times, when overheard, from
my mouth by others, it becomes an interesting conver-
sation.

Hja van Tobruk
Los Angeles

Making sense of the FAA 
Editor:

The FAA proposed two solutions to the safety issue
for Santa Monica  Airport: (a) EMAS which is a is a bed
of lightweight, crushable concrete built at the end of a
runway to stop an overrun aircraft and (b) RPZ, runway
protection zone that would require the airport to
acquire a significant number of homes and property at
each end of the runway.

In his presentation on March 25, 2008, to the Santa
Monica City Council, Dr. Kirk Shaffer, the Associate
Administrator of Airports for the  FAA, stated:  “EMAS
protects air crews and air frames. RPZ protects people
on the ground.  You gotta, you gotta, combine these, in
our view, in order to address all of the safety concerns
that you have voiced.”

Shaffer clearly stated that EMAS addresses only air-
craft whose wheels are in contact with the runway and
EMAS does not protect homeowners from an air craft
under shooting the runway on landing or overshooting
the runway on takeoff. 

Therefore, unless Santa Monica and Los Angeles
residents, in the RPZ areas are willing to sell their
homes and relocate, the EMAS will not do a lot to pro-
tect “the people on the ground.”  Hundreds of residents
must be relocated, at an outrageous cost to the tax-
payers, in order for a few wealthy celebrities, politi-
cians, attorneys and corporate executives to have the
convenience of flying into Santa Monica.  A simpler,
safer and cheaper solution would be to route the pri-
vate jets to airports that are safer and better equipped
to handle jet traffic.

James Plowden
Los Angeles

Flying the not-so-friendly skies 
Editor:

Compromise happens with an exchange of concessions.
What is to concede in the case of the City of Santa

Monica compromising with the FAA on continuing to
tolerate noxious air and noise pollution and increased
risk of catastrophic accidents from jet aircraft opera-
tions over the densely-populated surrounding commu-
nities of Santa Monica Airport?

How about this: Jet aircraft dangers will be okay on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, but not on Tuesday,
Thursday and Saturday and every other Sunday?

When it comes to stopping pollution, compromise is
procrastination and only forestalls the consequences.
There is no compromise to putting a halt to eventually
all jet aircraft at (the airport).

Unless and if the FAA can insure manufacturing jets
that don’t pollute, have no possibility of crashing into
homes upon landing and take-off. Then the City of
Santa Monica will welcome them with open skies, as
will likely the rest of us.

Ken Marsh
Mar Vista 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 

GOT NEWS?
CALL THE SANTA MONICA PRESS AT OUR NEW TIPLINE!

CALL [310] 458-7737
Visit us online at smdp.com

I AM PROUD TO BE A FAT, LAZY, GREEDY,
curmudgeonly sex monkey and am envious
of anybody who can do it better! Just ask any
Republican … we’re just so good at this sin
shindig.

Long, long ago, in an historical context, far,
far away (the 6th century to be exact), Pope
Gregory the Great promulgated the Original 7
Greatest Hits of Sin. Greg the Great was a
monastic party killer who introduced celibacy
into Catholic orthodoxy as a way to preclude
the assignment of Papal largesse from passing
from Church control to the wives, mistresses
and their offspring of concupiscent clergyman.

Greg’s critics included among his con-
temporaries, the Gaulish Gregory of Tours,
Visigothic Spanish bishops, grouchy
Lombardy dukes and the Jewish Exarchate of
Ravenna. The scholarly culture of Celtic
Christianity developed separately from
Rome’s control while the Germans became
independently Christianized. (Sounds a lot
like the DNC) Greg the Great’s surviving
writings show him to be superstitious, hos-
tile to learning, a theological dullard and
harboring firm beliefs in miracles and relics
(Sounds a lot like Obama’s pastor).

Fast forward to present day and the cur-
rent reign of Pope Benedict XVI (Joseph
Alois Ratzinger), successor to the Papal
Throne vacated by decedent John Paul II.

Recently the Church has decided to “mod-
ernize”. This “modernization” is in keeping
with swift Church tradition, which only
recently as 2000, under John Paul II, held that
the Church would finally recognize Galileo’s
position of Copernican heliocentric “theory”
(that the earth actually revolves around the
sun) 367 years after the astronomer was
brought before the Inquisition for this incon-
venient “heretical” truth. Strangely enough, it
was Cardinal Ratzinger in a 1990 speech at La
Sapienza University in Rome that clarified the
Church’s position on this “heresy” as a
“…symptomatic case that permits us to see
how deep the self-doubt of the modern age, of
science and technology goes today.” And that
“…it would be foolish to construct an impul-
sive apologetic on the basis of such views”
(emphasis added) Hmmm.

OK, then … let’s get back to sweaty, lazy,
gluttonous sinning, shall we? 

Now pay close attention because if you
flub up, you’ll go to Hell, go straight to Hell,
you will not pass “Go” nor collect $200. The
Church has a monopoly on this, you see.

It is now a mortal sin as opposed to a
venial sin to engage in:

1. Genetic Modification (Wearing an
Armani suit thinking you’re Jake Gyllenhall
yet you deport yourself like Jack Black …
you look like Hell)

2. Human experimentations (slamming
“two-for-one” Tequila Jell-o shooters while
on spring break in Ensenada and then
attempting to mud wrestle with the busty
blonde twin sisters with club feet … you’re
going to Hell)

3. Polluting the environment (ejecting
some of the 32 Tequila Jell-o shooters out-
side the bar … this must be Hell)

4. Social Injustice (ejecting the rest of the
32 Tequila Jell-o shooters onto the Jesse
James custom chopper owned by the 325lb
biker boyfriend of the blonde sisters who
proceeds to stomp you into a mud puddle …
you’ll think you’re in Hell)

5. Causing Poverty (Not having enough
money to make bail out of a Mexican jail fol-
lowing the fight with the biker boyfriend …
this is truly Hell)

6. Financial Gluttony (Mexican jailer
TASERs you until you surrender your PIN
number and empties your trust fund … you
hope he goes to Hell)

7. Taking drugs (So much for the aspirin
for the hangover … you think, “shoot me so
I can go to Hell”)

Sheesh! These bad boys are tough. I was
still getting the hang of the “OG” sins and
now the Big Kahuna in Rome throws one
low and outside so I can’t even swing for the
fence and make it to Purgatory! After look-
ing at this list, one would have thought that
Al Gore dreamt these up.

Are the Pope and his crew going to stop
polluting the environment and stop flying
private jets all over the world and go “green”
with the “Pope-mobile?” Is he going to ride a
bike instead? Is he going to stop social injus-
tice and causing poverty by exhorting
Christendom to have more kids than the
world has resources to accommodate? Is he
going to divest himself of the conspicuous
wealth in Church coffers and truly adhere to
the vow of “poverty?” And stop the “human
experimentation” with altar boys! This drug
of choice should have been the first “Do Not
Enter” sign posted on the Road to Perdition.

Maybe nobody will notice for 367 years
or so.

STEVE BREEN is a Catholic school brat in apos-
tasy and the “best looking mailman in the US
Postal Service.” He can be reached at dulcama-
rax@yahoo.com

New and improved
seven deadly sins

Steve “the Mailman” Breen Send comments to editor@smdp.com
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Kenny Mack Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Word in Edgewise

READERS OF THIS COLUMN SHOULD
know by now that I was the first person to go
on record predicting Barack Obama would
be our next President (I did it on April 18th
of last year). It was my Official
Groundbreaking Prediction of 2007 and
once he’s elected, I’ll naturally assume the
title of America’s Smartest Pundit. The fact
that anyone would doubt how this election is
going to turn out literally makes me laugh
out loud.

My Official Groundbreaking Prediction
of 2008 is that the Obama inauguration next
January will be the cultural, social, and polit-
ical event of a generation; like Woodstock
meets the March on Washington, with every
minute of every day covered by talk radio
and all three cable news networks. The part
I’m really going to like is that Rush
Limbaugh and Fox News won’t know what
to do with themselves.

Hillary Clinton knows it’s over. She isn’t
going to drop out of the race until she
absolutely has to, but she’s basically just run-
ning out the clock. Don’t cry for her,
though, because she and Bill have made nine
figures since they left Washington, so they’ll
be in a really nice car as they roll on down
the Huckabee Highway to a place called
irrelevance.

John McCain is a real American hero, but
for a new generation of voters who grew up
with the image of the Pimpin’ President, he
doesn’t fit the part. People born in the ‘70s
and ‘80s think of John McCain as that
grandfather you never see because he has to
stay in Arizona for the climate more than
they think of him as a guy they want in the
White House. Plus we don’t need a man
who may have Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder with his finger on the button. It’s
dangerous. He’ll be all right, though. He
married the daughter of a really wealthy beer
distributor and she’s worth somewhere in
the neighborhood of nine figures herself
(maybe John McCain’s game is stronger than
I thought).

So there we’ll all be on election night,
face-to-face with the unthinkable: A black
President. Parents will keep their kids up to
watch the networks call it for Barack in a 30
point landslide, trying in vain to explain the
historic significance of the moment to a
child whose mind doesn’t understand the
concept of racism. It makes me think of the

first time Tiger Woods won the Masters.
Golf fans of all descriptions would look at
each other in amazement and say, “can you
believe this guy?” The exact same thing is
going to happen at bus stops and on bar
stools all over the country. One stranger will
look at another and ask,“can you believe this
guy?” To which the other stranger will
respond, “I voted for him.”

After the numbers are pored over and
analyzed in excruciating detail for about a
week, the buzz around the inaugural address
will begin. This will be the first time Fox
News will call something “make or break”
for the Obama presidency, but it won’t be
the last. The network will say the fact that he
won the election by a two-to-one margin
means he must be all things to all people or
he’s betraying his mandate; basically holding
him to a standard of perfection. It won’t
matter, though, because Barack grew up
black in America, so he’s used to having to be
far and away better than the next guy in
order to be thought of as equal to him.

Plus, he will have beaten Hillary Clinton,
who wouldn’t accept her own defeat until he
had won more states, more delegates, more
votes, and the endorsement of every Democrat
she and her husband pissed off on their way
from Little Rock, Ark. to Westchester, N.Y.
After driving a stake through the heart of the
undead thing that was the Clinton campaign,
Fox News will seem like cake and ice cream to
President Obama.

By Thanksgiving, every airline will have
sold every seat on every flight into
Washington, D.C. By Christmas, all the
trains will be sold out as well. By New Year’s
Day, every church group and suburban
school district with the means will be rent-
ing any buses and vans they can find to get
their people to our nation’s capital. By early
January, every hotel room in the D.C. area
will be booked (at outrageous rates, I may
add) and people will start camping out on
the National Mall. And after the Obama
inauguration, there will be only two kinds of
people in this country: Those who were
actually there to see it, and those who will lie
and say they were.

Remember where you read it first.

KENNY MACK is a writer, comedian, and occa-
sional pundit living in Santa Monica. He can be
reached at kennymack@gmail.com

Making predictions
can be easy work
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Fond memories

The good folks at Pacific Park have creat-
ed an online message board to allow patrons
of the famous Pacific Wheel to post their
fondest memories of the ride that is slated to
be replaced later this year.

So this week’s Q-Line question asks:
What is your most fond memory of the

Pacific Wheel at Pacific Park?

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5
p.m. and we’ll print your answers in the
weekend edition of the Daily Press. Please
limit responses to a minute or less.

P R O U D LY  B R O U G H T  T O  Y O U  B Y
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Santa Monica Daily Press readers will purchase 1/2 a billion in real estate this year.
CALL US TODAY TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS LOCAL LISTING.

(310)458-7737

TheAgentDirectory Your guide to local
real estate agents

Your Name Here!
Your Company Name

97092 Pacific St. Suite 1F

The Agent Directory is a unique advertising
opportunity to present yourself as more than
a name and a number. This unmatched
section will allow you to list your specialty,
focus, and the demographic you’re targeting.

Don’t miss out on this opportunity. Call today at (310) 458-7737

Nora Bohanon
RE/MAX Westside Properties

501 Santa Monica Blvd, 2nd Floor, Santa Monica

Specializing in residential sales and property
management. FREE information online on my
website. I pay agents for property manage-
ment referrals!

www.westsideluxuryliving.com (310) 699-0818

Al l iance  P roper t i e s  Group

From Malibu to Hollywood,
first time home-buyers to experienced investors or simply for
strategic real estate planning I am your one stop strategy shop!

“Appreciate the Difference”

naomk@cs.com (310) 502-5648

Gary Limjap
Coldwell Banker

2444 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica 90403

Your goals become my priority. 

Santa Monica Realtor for more than 
twenty years. 

www.garylimjap.com

garylimjap@earthlink.net (310) 586-0339

Heather Nesis
Palm West Properties

3000 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica

“Love Where You Live.”
Specializing in residential & residential income
properties. I am passionate about finding the
right properties & buyers for my clients. 

www.palmwestproperties.com (310) 314-PALM

Gaby Schkud
Coldwell Banker

2444 Wilshire Blvd, Ste 102

Gaby & Associates —
a Team of Real Estate Professionals
dedicated to excellence
Serving Buyers and Sellers on the Westside

gabyschkud@aol.com (310) 586-0308

J.D. Songstad
RE/MAX WESTSIDE PROPERTIES

501 SANTA MONICA BLVD. 2ND FLOOR 

SANTA MONICA, CA 90401

J.D. Songstad "selling the westside since 1999”

www.MrWestside.com

JD@MrWestside.com (310) 571-3441

What Sells Now?
www.SandaAlcalay.com/offer2

(310) 442-1607
sanda@SandaAlcalay.com

www.SandaAlcalay.com

BY JULIANA BARBASSA
Associated Press Writer 

SAN FRANCISCO The Olympic torch
arrived for its only North American stop
amid heavy security Tuesday, a day after its
visit to Paris descended into chaos and
activists here scaled the Golden Gate Bridge
to protest China’s human rights record.

Meanwhile, International Olympic
Committee president Jacques Rogge said the
body’s executive board would discuss Friday
whether to end the international leg of the
Beijing Olympic torch relay because of wide-
spread protests.

The torch’s global journey was supposed
to highlight China’s growing economic and
political power. But activists opposing
China’s human rights policies and a recent
crackdown on Tibet have been protesting
along the torch’s 85,000-mile route since the
start of the flame’s odyssey from Ancient
Olympia in Greece to Beijing, host of the
2008 Summer Olympics.

Rogge told The Associated Press he was
“deeply saddened” by violent protests in
London and Paris and concerned about
Wednesday’s six-mile relay in San Francisco,
where activists expressed fears that the
torch’s planned route through Tibet would
lead to arrests and violent measures by
Chinese officials trying to stifle dissent.

The flame arrived in San Francisco short-
ly before 4 a.m. and was immediately put in
a vehicle to be whisked away to a secret loca-
tion, San Francisco Olympic Torch Relay
Committee spokesman David Perry said.
Security was heightened because several

protests were planned before the relay.
“We treated it like a head of state visit,”

airport spokesman Mike McCarron said.
No protesters greeted the flame at the air-

port, but hours later hundreds gathered in
United Nations Plaza, a pedestrian area near
City Hall, to call on China to cease its heavy-
handed rule of Tibet. They also expressed
fears that the torch’s planned route through
Tibet would lead to arrests and violent
measures by Chinese officials trying to stifle
dissent.

“All the bloodshed in Tibet, they don’t
need the torch there to cause more blood-
shed. We’re here because we want George
Bush and other world leaders to pay atten-
tion to what is going on inside Tibet,” said
Ngawang Norbu, a Tibetan from Boston.

The demonstrators planned to march to
the Chinese Consulate as part of a daylong
Tibetan Torch Relay that will end with a
peace vigil. Actor Richard Gere and human
rights activist Desmond Tutu are expected to
be among the speakers.

Leaders of China’s expatriate community
in San Francisco held a news conference a
few miles away in Chinatown, calling for a
peaceful Olympic torch relay. They said they
were proud China, a country with a long and
vibrant culture, was selected to host the
summer games and were saddened by the
anger accompanying the torch.

“We are begging for five hours of peace,”
said Sam Ng, president of the Chinese Six
Companies, a prominent benevolent associ-
ation.

Hundreds of Chinese students from
Stanford University also planned to board

buses for San Francisco early Wednesday to
attend the torch relay to show their support.

Already, one runner who planned to carry
the flame during the San Francisco relay
dropped out because of safety concerns, Perry
said. The person was not identified.

“The first and foremost concern is securi-
ty,” Perry said. “Security for those who will
carry the torch and security for those who, of
course, are also exercising their First
Amendment right to protest.”

There have been rallies, vigils and news
conference related to the relay almost daily
for the past several weeks.

Security was tightened on the Golden
Gate Bridge on Tuesday, a day after three
protesters scaled the famed span and tied the
Tibetan flag and two banners to its cables.
Pedestrians and bike riders now must have
any large bags checked before they are
allowed to cross the bridge.

Olympic organizers canceled the final leg
of the Paris run Monday after demonstrators
scaled the Eiffel Tower, grabbed for the flame
and forced security officials to repeatedly
snuff out the torch and transport it by bus.
China condemned the protests as “despicable”
but vowed to continue the relay to the end.

French President Nicolas Sarkozy told
reporters Tuesday it was sad spectacle, but
that protests are normal in a democratic
country.

Foreign Minister Bernard Kouchner, a
longtime human rights activist turned
diplomat, said he understood the protesters,
but said that France’s goal of new talks
between China and Tibetan leaders was dealt
a setback.

“Yesterday, the answer moved farther
away,” Kouchner told reporters at a news
conference. “Our answer — and we French
do what we can — is a resumption of dia-
logue between the Chinese and the Dalai
Lama.”

San Francisco officials said they were
developing a plan that strikes a balance
between protesters’ rights to express their
views and the city’s ability to host a safe
torch ceremony.

U.S. Olympic Committee Chairman
Peter Ueberroth said in a statement the
event was “an important moment for the
city to show its character, hospitality and
commitment to peace and tolerance.”

“It must provide a proper forum for the
peaceful expression of opinions and dissent.
And it must safely and respectfully welcome
the flame and honor the U.S. athletes and
other participants who will carry the torch,”
Ueberroth said.

Mayor Gavin Newsom and the police
department said they reserved the right to
adjust the flame’s route, slated to run along
San Francisco Bay, if necessary, but a
spokesman dismissed rumors the relay
would be canceled. The air space above the
city will be restricted during the relay, a fed-
eral aviation spokesman said.

David Lee, executive director of the
Chinese American Voters Education
Committee and a professor of political sci-
ence at San Francisco State University, said
while many Chinese agree with critics of
China, on the whole, Chinese-Americans
feel a tremendous sense of pride that the
Beijing Olympics chose San Francisco.

Security high for torch’s U.S. arrival
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BY JORDAN ROBERTSON
AP Technology Writer

SAN FRANCISCO Fierce competition among
identity thieves has driven the prices for
stolen data down to bargain-basement levels,
which has forced crooks to adopt main-
stream business tactics to lure customers,
according to a new report on Internet securi-
ty threats.

Credit card numbers were selling for as
little as 40 cents each and access to a bank
account was going for $10 in the second
half of 2007, according to the latest twice-
yearly Internet Security Threat Report
from Symantec Corp. released Tuesday.

Symantec detected 711,912 new threats
last year, 468 percent more than in 2006,
when it found 125,243 — and almost two-
thirds of all 1,122,311 Symantec has cata-
loged since 2002.

The data is usually sold through
instant-message groups or Web forums
that exist for only a few days or even hours,
according to Symantec, and the hacking
community exacts harsh consequences
when members try to pass along fraudu-
lent information.

“If the seller says there’s $10,000 in a
bank account, and there isn’t $10,000 in
there, their ability to sell will drop
through the floor,” said Alfred Huger, vice
president of Symantec Security Response.
“It’s a sort of honor among thieves, and

it’s very strictly enforced.”
Researchers said they found more evidence

during the last six months of the year that
Internet fraudsters are adopting mainstream
tactics, including hiring teams of hackers to
create new viruses and offering volume dis-
counts on stolen data to encourage larger
orders.

In some cases, stolen credit card num-
bers were sold in batches of 500 for a total
of $200. That’s 40 cents each, less than half
the price observed during the first half of
2007, when they were down to $1 apiece in
batches of 100, according to the report.

Full identities — including a function-
ing credit card number, Social Security
number or equivalent and a person’s name,
address and date of birth — are going for
as little as $100 for 50, or $2 apiece.

Certain identities are more alluring
than others, according the report. Stolen
identities of citizens of the European
Union sell on the high end — for $30 — an
average of 50 percent more than U.S. iden-
tities.

Researchers said the higher prices
reflect the fact that the identities can be
used in multiple countries, instead of just
one. They added, however, that scarcity of
a certain type of identity will drive up its
price.

Also popular with attackers are Web
site-specific vulnerabilities because few are
fixed quickly.

Online crooks use
mainstream tactics

LONG BEACH
Not guilty pleas in gang-related family shooting

A gang member and a recruit pleaded not guilty to opening fire on a family in a sport util-
ity vehicle, critically wounding a 6-year-old boy.

Ernesto Murillo and Ismael Torres each entered the pleas Monday to nine felony counts
in connection with the March 4 attempted murder of Lavareya Elzy, who is still hospitalized
with a bullet in his head.

The boy was in an SUV with his family in the Harbor Gateway area when the 25-year-old
Murillo, a member of the Eastside Torrance gang, and 26-year-old Torres, believed to be a
newer recruit, allegedly opened fire.

They are also charged with assault for shooting at Elzy’s family members. Each charge car-
ries allegations that the crimes were gang-related.

Deputy District Attorney John Lonergan says the defendants each face up to 60 years to
life in prison and they remain in jail with bail set a $2 million each.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES
Man gets nine years for cheating investors

A federal judge has sentenced an Oxnard man to nine years in prison for cheating most-
ly elderly victims out of more than $1 million through bogus investment firms.

The Internal Revenue Service says William Richard Vorburger Jr. pleaded guilty last year
to mail and business fraud charges related to the investor schemes.

U.S. District Judge Christina Snyder sentenced the 48-year-old defendant Monday to 108
months in federal prison and ordered him to pay more than $1 million in restitution.

Vorburger promised investors big dividends, but the companies never existed.
Prosecutors say Vorburger squandered more than half the money on car payments, drugs
and vacations.

AP

SALINAS
Residents protest release of sexual predator

Residents are protesting release of a sexually violent predator into the rural Lockwood
area of Monterey County.

An angry group of Lockwood residents carrying petitions signed by 500 people showed
up in Salinas Superior Court on Monday to protest the release of James Lamb.

Judge Richard Curtis says he will consider their concerns at an April 17 hearing.
Meanwhile, Sheriff Mike Kanalakis warned them that “vigilantism will absolutely not be

tolerated.” It isn’t known where Lamb will live, but school district superintendent Linda
Irving indicated the site was near Lockwood.

AP

STATE BRIEFS
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BY MICHAEL LIEDTKE
AP Business Writer

SAN FRANCISCO Brushing aside the threat
of a disruptive takeover battle that could
batter its shaky stock, Internet pioneer
Yahoo Inc. on Monday reiterated its refusal
to sell to Microsoft Corp. for less than $45
billion.

Yahoo’s defiance, spelled out in a letter to
Microsoft Chief Executive Steve Ballmer,
marked the latest twist in a tug-of-war pit-
ting two high-tech icons trying to mount a
more formidable challenge to online search
and advertising leader Google Inc.

The increasingly tense struggle now
appears to have reached a turning point after
more than two months of mostly behind-
the-scenes maneuvering.

Analysts believe the two rivals will either
broker a friendly transaction before the end
of the month or wrestle for the allegiance of
Yahoo’s shareholders in a prickly showdown
that could drag into the summer.

Most people following the saga still seem
to think Microsoft — the world’s richest
tech company — holds the upper hand over
Yahoo, which has been mired in a two-year
slump and unable so far to find an alterna-
tive deal that would trump Microsoft’s orig-
inal offer of $44.6 billion, or $31 per share.

“They both have some leverage, but the
greatest leverage still appears to rest with
Microsoft,” said Morton Pierce, a
Washington, D.C., lawyer who advises on
corporate mergers and acquisitions.

Ballmer turned up the heat up on Yahoo
over the weekend by setting an April 26

deadline for the Sunnyvale-based company
to accept Microsoft’s offer.

If Yahoo’s board doesn’t relent, Ballmer
threatened to lower Microsoft bid’s and ask
Yahoo’s shareholders to replace the 10 direc-
tors resisting a takeover in a “proxy” contest.

Yahoo Chairman Roy Bostock and Chief
Executive Jerry Yang, also a member of the
company’s board, fired back Monday in a
letter that criticized Ballmer for not doing
more to advance the negotiations.

Ballmer attended at least two of the infor-
mal meetings held between Microsoft and
Yahoo, according to Bostock and Yang.

The letter didn’t rule out further discus-
sions as long as Ballmer is prepared to sweet-
en the unsolicited offer, which Yahoo first
demanded in early February after its board
unanimously concluded the bid wasn’t high
enough.

“We are steadfast in our commitment to
choosing a path that maximizes stockholder
value and we will not allow you or anyone
else to acquire the company for anything less
than its full value,” Bostock and Yang told
Ballmer.

Microsoft had no immediate response to
the Yahoo letter.

The letter didn’t specify how much Yahoo
believes it’s worth, but some analysts have
estimated that Microsoft could afford to pay
as much as $34 or $35 per share — about
$50 billion — to end the impasse without
further acrimony.

“Microsoft will raise the offer in the end,”
predicted Friedman, Billings, Ramsey & Co.
analyst David Hilal. “This deal is too impor-
tant to Microsoft for it to fail.”

Other analysts doubt Microsoft will
budge.

Microsoft’s bid was 62 percent above
Yahoo’s market value when it was
announced Feb. 1.

But the offer’s value has declined since
then because Microsoft wants to pay half the
price with its own stock, which has declined
by 11 percent since the Yahoo chase began.

Microsoft’s stock price was unchanged
Monday at $29.16 Monday. That left the
value of Microsoft’s bid at $29.36 per share,
or about $42 billion.

If not for Microsoft’s bid, many analysts
believe Yahoo shares would be trading
around $15 per share, based on the erosion
of other high-tech stocks during the past
two months. At $15 per share, Yahoo would
have market value of about $21 billion.

Yahoo shares fell 66 cents to finish
Monday at $27.70.

In their Monday letter, Bostock and Yang
asserted Yahoo stockholders with significant
stakes in the company agree Microsoft’s bid
isn’t high enough, especially since the offer
has declined by more than $2 billion.

Nevertheless, an analyst for an invest-
ment fund that owns Yahoo shares predicted
it would be difficult to turn down
Microsoft’s offer if the bid goes to a stock-
holder vote. “Most shareholders are going to
go with the bird in hand rather than risk los-
ing money on the stock,” said the analyst,
who asked not to be named because he was-
n’t authorized to speak publicly.

If Microsoft takes its bid directly to share-
holders, the vote would be held at Yahoo’s
annual meeting, which must be held by July 12.

The money manager of another invest-
ment fund that owns about 1 million Yahoo
shares applauded the company for trying to
fetch a higher bid, but wants a deal to be
negotiated without further acrimony.

“Part of is a normal process, but I am also
worried about too many egos getting in the
way,” said the manager, who wasn’t author-
ized to speak publicly.

Most of Yahoo’s major shareholders also
own significant stakes in Microsoft. The
cross-pollination means some Yahoo share-
holders might to lose more money than they
could make from a higher Microsoft bid if
raising the offer causes Microsoft’s stock to
decline.

To protect the value of its stock,
Microsoft might revise its offer so it consists
of more stock, Hilal said. Throwing more
cash on the table wouldn’t hurt Microsoft’s
market value as much because the company
wouldn’t be undermining its earnings per
share by issuing more stock.

After a long stretch of declining profits,
Yahoo says it is on the verge of a turnaround
that will become more evident in 2009 and
2010 as its Internet ad revenue accelerates.

Yahoo’s optimistic forecasts so far haven’t
swayed Wall Street.

Yankee Group analyst Daniel Taylor
thinks Yang and Yahoo’s other directors are
digging in their heels in hopes that they will
get the chance to prove the skeptics are
wrong.

“They want to be able to show the breadth
and depth of what they have been trying to do
all these months,” Taylor said. “This battle is
going to go right down to the wire.”

BUSINESS

Yahoo rebuffs Microsoft’s latest offer

VIDEO GAMES
Activision releases expanded ‘Call of Duty 4’

It’s a new version of what has already become an old favorite among some video game
players. Santa Monica-based ActiVision is out with an re-tooled version of its “Call of
Duty 4: Modern Warfare” title. 

The “Game of the Year Edition” is the basic version of the original title, but also
includes a token for the game’s variety map pack. The set of new maps is available for
now through the next three weeks exclusively on Xbox LIVE Marketplace. It includes
charts for the battle areas Broadcast, Chinatown, Killhouse and Creek. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

MERGERS
Companies join forces

Santa Monica-based Campos Creative Works (CCW), which specializes in the market-
ing of events, has entered into a strategic relationship agreement with Hardcard
Holdings, LLC. 

Through the new agreement, Hardcard will consult on business development opportu-
nities for CCW within the powersports and motorcycle industry and will also introduce
CCW to a new client base.

"We are excited about partnering with Hardcard, as they instantly provide
CCW with a strategic bridge to the powersports market and can help us further
our connections within the automotive arena as well,” said Jeff Salmon, CCW's
president. 

“Hardcard knows the histories and specific needs of these clients, and by accessing
that knowledge, CCW can develop and present more proactive and targeted ideas. We are
very happy to have this strategic relationship."

DAILY PRESS

COMMUNICATIONS
Entravision approves $100M buyback 

Entravision Communications Corp. plans to repurchase $100 million in shares, the
operator of Spanish-language radio and television stations said Monday.

The new authorization comes in addition to a $100 million plan from 18
months ago, under which the company has spent $93.3 million to buy back
shares.

At the stock's closing price Friday of $6.52, the new grant would buy about 15.3 mil-
lion shares.

Companies usually repurchase shares when they feel their stock is undervalued.
Entravision shares rose 4 cents to $6.56 in morning trading. 
They hit a 52-week high of $11.25 last July.

AP
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The Santa Monica Municipal Employees Association 
would like to salute Luis “Lumo” Morris, Santa Monica’s Bicycle Czar.

Helping deliver fine services to the
City of Santa Monica’s residents and visitors since 1946.

More than 30,000 bicycles parked
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BY JOE BEL BRUNO
AP Business Writer

NEW YORK What pushed Priscilla Maddox
was the relentless smell of vanilla.

Maddox was toying with launching a
cookie line after retiring from her 36-year
hospital care job, but was overwhelmed by
the vanilla smell in her apartment. When
she couldn’t find a kitchen to rent, she
started a rent-a-kitchen that has become a
small-business incubator for everyone
from a fudge maker to a twosome baking
gourmet dog food.

“Now we call ourselves missionaries
because we’re helping people following
their dreams,” Maddox said.

Kitchen For Hire, the Brooklyn-based
business she opened in 2000 with partner
Joan Reid put Maddox’s cookie line dream
on hold. The women set up in a cramped
storefront that was previously home to a
number of restaurants that never seemed
able to stay in business. And for the past
eight years, the 10-burner stove, refrigera-
tors, freezers and mixers they inherited
from the previous tenant are being put to
good use.

Across the country, from Austin to Los
Angeles to Chicago, renting commercial
kitchens by the hour has become a cottage
industry. And as the nation’s economy has
begun to weaken, many newly-unem-
ployed home cooks are looking to those
kitchens for a new line of work.

The kitchen rental companies are a for-
profit spin on an already well tested idea.
Food-business incubators, many affiliated
with universities and non-profits, help
farmers and entrepreneurs with business
development plans, market research and in
some cases manufacturing.

For those that come to Kitchen For
Hire, be prepared to get a big serving of
advice before you’re allowed to turn on the
oven. Maddox is not shy about telling
potential customers that their business
strategy isn’t right, labels aren’t catchy
enough, or the food just isn’t marketable.

At least that’s what happened to
Amanda Jones, who first approached

Kitchen For Hire about two years ago with
the idea of starting a fudge company.

“They refused to rent to me at first
because they thought I wasn’t ready,” Jones
said. “Turns out they were dead on. They
gave me advice, and helped me develop the
product.”

After about a year of perfecting every-
thing from product packaging to a business
plan, Jones now operates Brooklyn Fudge
— which is sold in stores around New York
City. The business is now enough to sustain
her after spending what she calls “11 years
in the corporate world.”

But, that doesn’t mean running your
own business is easy. Jones comes into the
kitchen a few times a week during slower
periods — and most every day around the
holidays — spending about five hours put-
ting together some 420 pieces of fudge with
flavors like “Wasabi Pecan” and “Orange
Almond.”

Jones is probably among the more suc-
cessful of Maddox and Reid’s customers —
which have in the past covered everything
from bottlers of Jamaican hot sauce to
aspiring beef jerky makers.

“Priscilla and Joan didn’t have it easy
coming up the way they did, and they are
really all about giving back,” she said.

Maddox and Reid spent $60,000 of their
own savings to open their business, which
is also open to families who want to cook
for events such as weddings or family
reunions, along with fledgling entrepre-
neurs. They have a few dozen regular cus-
tomers, and even more before holidays.

Customers at most kitchens spend
about $20 per hour to rent the space, and
in many cases need to purchase insurance
that could run a few hundred dollars per
year. Jones spends about $25 an hour for
the kitchen rental, and product and kitchen
insurance is about $600 a year.

Another thing the shared-use kitchens
have in common is their hours.

“Its a 24/7 operation,” said Alexis
Leverenz, who opened Kitchen Chicago
after leaving Wall Street investment bank
Merrill Lynch with dreams of starting her
own business.

BUSINESS TREND

Kitchens for hire are hot

THE OTHER DAY SOMEONE ASKED ME
what I thought their home was worth.
Honestly, this is not an easy question to
answer. Sure, you can take the comparable
sales of an area, see what similar properties
are selling for and make a judgment call from
there. However, at the end of the day, worth
or value is dependent on a buyer and seller. If
a milkshake maker is selling a milkshake for
$6, but I will only want to pay $4, what is the
value of the milkshake?  You could argue it is
worth the difference, or $5, but if someone
else comes along and pays the full price, the
perceived value would be $6 and I would be
out of luck. The same principal applies to
real estate values, but another variable is
present for the majority of buyers — financ-
ing. Last column I wrote about types of
financing. As a refresher, financing is bor-
rowing money to purchase an item. Usually
you borrow money for large items you do
not have the total amount of money needed
to purchase such as a car or home.

Going back to the milkshake example, let
us say everyone agrees on the full price. At
$6, the milkshake maker or shakatier makes
a profit of $2 a shake. However, due to a rare
cattle disease, which killed many cows and
decreased the production of milk, the same
number of buyers were left having to com-
pete for less milk. Since there is less produc-
tion or scarcity in the market place, the price
of milk skyrockets. Now that increased cost
of milk is passed onto the shakatier lowering
his profit from $2 to 10 cents. The shakatier
has to increase the price of milkshakes to
cover his expenses and make a profit. Once
he increases the price of shakes from $6 to
$7, people stop buying. The milkshake
maker drops the price to $5 to get business
going again using his cash reserves to cover
the loss he incurs from every milkshake he

sells and his expenses. After the cash
reserves are gone, the shakatier has no choice
but to go out of business.

If we take the milkshake example and
apply it to the real estate market it will be
easy to see how home prices decline. One of
the most significant variables that affect
home values is financing. Most homeown-
ers go to a bank to get financing to cover the
difference between the down payment and
purchase price. If a bank decides that a spe-
cific area is declining in value, the bank may
limit the amount of money they will lend,
further lowering values, leading to a down-
ward spiral in home values. Just like the
shakatier, a homeowner can only sell their
home for a specific price before they take a
loss. Homeowners become hostages to their
homes unable to move without incurring a
loss. The problem is that the bank needs to
be paid back first and if the bank is not paid
back in full, they can go after the homeown-
er for the difference.

Just like an appreciating real estate mar-
ket builds on itself, so does a depreciating
real estate market. As financing becomes
more difficult to attain, fewer buyers are out
in the marketplace looking for homes. This
cycle typically continues for several years
until it bottoms out. At the current time,
banks have to deal with the losses they
incurred from the subprime “easy lending”
days. Not until banks have dealt with the
losses will buyers be able to return to the
marketplace and homes begin to appreciate
again. Nevertheless, with all downswings in
real estate cycles come upswings.

MIKE HEAYN is a Washington Mutual Multi-
Family Loan Consultant.  He can be reached at
(310) 428-1342, or e-mailed at
michael.heayn@wamu.net.    

Shaking up the SM
real estate market

Mike Heayn Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Real Estate 101
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BY JUDITH KOHLER
Associated Press Writer

WESTON, Colo. A hamlet near here of
wooded gulches, rocky outcrops and views
of the snowy tops of southern Colorado’s
Sangre de Cristo mountains is the perfect
escape for retirees and telecommuters
who’ve settled in.

But people who bought lots on the 4,000-
acre North Fork Ranch, hoping to leave
behind big-city hassles, worry when they flip
on a switch or take a drink of water. They’re
afraid that volatile methane gas from drilling
in the area’s coal seams could seep into their
water wells or migrate inside their homes.

That’s no idle fear. A house under con-
struction near the subdivision exploded last
April when methane gas leaked from an
abandoned well and into the building. Two
water wells in the subdivision were damaged
in 2006 during gas drilling.

Pioneer Natural Resources, a Dallas-
based energy company, drilled new water
wells, provided a filtration system and set-
tled for an undisclosed amount with one
family. It hasn’t settled with the other.

“You don’t know day to day when you
turn on your faucet whether you’re going to
have good, clean water or whether there’s
going to be chemicals in there that you’re
unaware of,” said Tracy Dahl, a design engi-
neer who built a home atop a mountain on
North Fork in 1995.

Most of the gas drilled in the Raton
Basin, which includes the ranch, is from
coal-bed methane — gas trapped in coal
seams that once provided a thriving coal-
mining industry. Roughly 2,600 coal-bed
methane wells have been drilled.

Methane gas was a liability in coal mining
because of its volatility, but then companies
started tapping it as a fuel source. Pumping
groundwater relieves the pressure that traps
the gas.

The Raton Basin, 200 miles south of
Denver, is one of the hot spots of an energy
boom rippling throughout the Rockies.
There are roughly 34,000 active wells across
Colorado and tens of thousands more are
expected over the next 20 years.

Drilling has created conflicts in part
because of the split-estate: when one party
owns the land and another owns the miner-
als underneath. The split occurred across the
West when the federal government granted
homesteads but retained mineral rights, or
when people sold their land but kept miner-
al rights.

Federal and state laws give mineral own-
ers or leaseholders the right to reasonable
use of the surface to extract the minerals.

Warren McDonald, who ranches west of
North Fork, has a good relationship with
Pioneer Natural Resources.

“Typically, the people having the prob-
lems moved from cities and towns. They
think they’re going to go up to the wilder-
ness and live in harmony with nature, but
those days are kind of gone,” said
McDonald, whose family has ranched in the
area since 1890.

McDonald said energy development is a
big boost for ranchers and farmers like him
who own some minerals because they get
royalty payments. Jobs, business and tax rev-
enue are all up.

“It’s night and day from when the coal
mines shut down in the ‘90s,” McDonald said.

“I saw the downside when the coal mines

closed,” said Glenn Moltrer, a businessman
who heads the local chamber of commerce.
“People actually put dummies in the win-
dows of stores (in Trinidad) to make it look
like something was there besides vacant
store fronts.”

On River Ridge Ranch, a rural subdivi-
sion near Walsenburg about 40 miles north,
the state has halted gas production so the
operator, Petroglyph Energy of Boise, Idaho,
can figure out how methane is getting into
water wells and how to stop it.

A small fire erupted when a spark from
an electrical switch ignited built-up methane
at a water well on the ranch last summer.
Around the same time, an explosion raised
the roof on a shed over a water well near the
subdivision.

Petroglyph Energy provided homeown-

ers devices to monitor whether their well-
heads are venting methane. Petroglyph Chief
Operating Officer Ken Smith said the com-
pany is monitoring groundwater and has
seen nothing to indicate that people are in
danger.

Bruce Hopke’s home sports a view of hills
covered in pinon pines rolling west for miles,
slamming up against the snow-creased
Spanish Peaks. Plans for about 50 wells have
been approved on the 5,600-acre River
Ranch site, but not all drilling permits have
been issued.

“I would love to see them fix it, I really
would,” said Hopke, an Air Force veteran
and Northrop Grumman retiree. “If they fix
it, nothing has changed, everything’s fine.
You can have a cup of coffee and turn on a
light switch — the small pleasures.

“If it doesn’t fix it, then it’s a heckuva
problem,” Hopke said.

Interest in the area by another gas com-
pany prompted Huerfano County to consid-
er a drilling moratorium so it can study its
rights and responsibilities, said John
Galusha, county administrator.

Dahl and Marcia Dasko, both members of
the North Fork Ranch landowners’ associa-
tion, acknowledged the strong support for the
industry because of jobs. They said a hearing
in neighboring Trinidad on strengthening
state oil and gas regulations drew hundreds of
energy workers and officials, many of whom
criticized the proposals.

“It doesn’t have to be done with a gold-
rush mentality,” Dahl said.

ENERGY

Coal-methane boom
creates a few fears

TYPICALLY, THE
PEOPLE HAVING

THE PROBLEMS MOVED
FROM CITIES AND TOWNS.

THEY THINK THEY’RE
GOING TO GO UP TO THE

WILDERNESS AND LIVE IN
HARMONY WITH NATURE,

BUT THOSE DAYS ARE
KIND OF GONE.”

Warren McDonald,
Rancher
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CELEBRATE APRIL AS FAIR HOUSING MONTH

Help her celebrate it.
Santa Monica City Attorney

Consumer Protection Unit

310.458.8336

www.smconsumer.org

Sydney Jacques, Sixth Grade, St.Monica’s Elementary School

Sydney has a beautiful idea.



BY MELODY HANATANI
Daily Press Staff Writer

BRENTWOOD When Doug Dutton first
caught sight of a quaint book shop on San
Vicente Boulevard, placed on the market
after a chain competitor moved in two
blocks away, he saw a glimmer of potential,
something special in the literary boutique.

It was the little book shop that could and
in the 24 years since Dutton purchased the
business, it became the little book shop that
did, weathering economic storms endured
by independent booksellers in the face of
competition from national powerhouses like
Barnes & Noble and the Internet.

Like all stories, the tale of how Dutton’s
Brentwood Books captivated the affluent
community with its unique collection will
have an ending, and not a very happy one.
The store is closing at the end of the month.

“It’s very sad,” Dutton said in an inter-
view last week. “It’s modest to say it will be a
loss to the community as the closing of any
bookstore is.”

The uprooting of the business comes near-
ly a year after billionaire Charles Munger
bought the Barry Building — which houses
Dutton’s — and proposed demolishing the
57-year-old courtyard-style complex to pave
way for a condominium development. After
the Brentwood community expressed outrage
about the proposal, Munger withdrew the
plans. Los Angeles City Council landmarked
the building last fall.

Munger is believed to be planning another
type of commercial redevelopment for the site.

But the uncertainties that came with the
redevelopment proposal clearly had its toll
on the bookstore, which had already been
aching from the loss of its sister branch in
Beverly Hills in 2006.

Reportedly enduring more than $500,000
in debt, the bookstore’s closure was
announced in February, a result of problems
caused by the loss from the Beverly Hills
store, the uncertainties with Brentwood’s
future and the unpredictable book market.
Munger has offered to cover the debt.

The clearance signs have gone up in the
windows of Dutton’s and long-time patrons
have been stopping by in the weeks leading
to the store’s closure. The once packed
shelves of South American literature and
classical music are now empty as the three-
wing bookstore slowly begins to vacate its
inventory.

What is unique about Dutton’s is that
much of its collection is a result of referrals
by customers, Dutton said.

“We’ve brought a philosophy of meeting
the community’s needs,” Dutton said.

Among the shoppers last week was Jill
Cervant, a mother of four children who has
called Dutton’s her favorite shop since mov-
ing to the neighborhood in 1990. During a
trip to the store last Thursday, several books
and gift wrapping paper made their way into
her arms.

Cervant said she visits the shop at least
once a month, often with her family.

“I was just nauseous when I heard the
news,” she said.“It’s going to leave such a void.”

GENERATIONS OF BOOK LOVERS
William and Thelma Dutton opened

Dutton’s Books in North Hollywood in
1961, a business that was eventually handed
down to their two sons in the 1970s.

In 1984, the two Dutton sons set their
sights on the Brentwood Book Shop that was
about to go out of business because a Crown
Books had just opened a few blocks away. A
year after taking over the book store, Doug
Dutton assumed full control of Dutton’s
Brentwood Books while his brother continued
to manage the North Hollywood branch.

The West Los Angeles location quadru-
pled in size over the next 24 years, expanding
from the west wing in which the original
store was centered, to the north wing and
later the east wing, which now houses the
café and gift shop.

While the shop was famous for what it
stored on the shelves, it was what was off the
shelves that often served as the main attraction.

Dutton points to the center courtyard —
where all the wings face — as having created
most of the book shop’s memorable occa-
sions, from the John Kerry book signing last
fall to when author Tom Wolfe gave a talk in
the rain. Many of these author events would
bring in a packed courtyard, spilling to the
second floor, which houses an architect, den-
tist and lawyer’s office.

The courtyard has created lifetime mem-
ories for the book shop’s long-time patrons,
also hosting a wedding ceremony for a cou-
ple who met while standing in line for a
book signing.

“This courtyard defines the center and
the heart of the store,” Dutton said.

The courtyard was where Clare Elfman
had her first book signing for “The Girls of
the Huntington House,” and later her final
book signing in 1991.

“It’s a tremendous loss and changing
times for the worst,” Elfman said on
Thursday as she left the book store.

One of the distinctive features of Dutton’s,
and a quality that many patrons of independ-
ent bookstores say they appreciate, is the per-
sonable and knowledgeable staff, knowing
customers by first name, fostering a small-
town community feeling in a big-time city.

About 200 employees have worked at
Dutton’s Brentwood Books, some who are
part of the same family but from different
generations.

Lise Friedman, the events coordinator,
has worked at Dutton’s for 23 years and
everyone from her parents to her daughter
have helped out at a book event.

“It’s been a fabulous experience,”
Friedman said. “It’s a very family-friendly
place.”

Dutton said he isn’t sure if his time is up
in the book business and is currently consid-
ering his options and looking into possible

alternate locations.
“We’ve sold books to grandparents, parents

and their children,” Dutton said. “In a world
that is in flux, we have to look with a certain

amount of pride of what we’ve been able to
achieve, shy of a quarter of a century.”

melodyh@smdp.com
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Free Parking On Premises  � Beer & Wine

Real Hand-Tossed Pizza...
Just Like You Get in New York!

PizzaPizza
PastaPasta

SubsSubs
SaladsSalads

CalzonesCalzones
WingsWings

820 Wilshire Blvd. (Wilshire & Lincoln)
SANTA MONICA � 310-899-3030

202 Main St. (Main & Marine)
VENICE � 310-392-1450

FREE DELIVERY
($10 Minimum Order)
Open 7 Days

www.dagwoods.com

For inquiries on 

PREMIUM
LISTINGS

or 
ADVERTISING

in the

Call us today!
(310) 458-7737

Dutton’s to
close doors 

Alexis Hawkins  news@smdp.com
CLEARING THE SHELVES: Bare shelves and discounted books line the walls of Dutton's
Brentwood Books on San Vicente Boulevard. The popular store is scheduled to close later this month.

IT’S MODEST TO
SAY IT WILL BE

A LOSS TO THE COMMUNI-
TY AS THE CLOSING OF

ANY BOOKSTORE IS.”
Doug Dutton 

Owner of Dutton’s Brentwood Books
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vince Judge David Wesley to allow him to
admit a previous civil suit between the
younger Golay and her ex-boyfriend as evi-
dence. Kecia Golay served some time in jail
last year on stalking charges.

Diamond argued that the lawsuit is an
example of Kecia Golay exhibiting irrational
and erratic behavior. The Santa Monica-
based attorney also pointed to the fact that
the mother and daughter had filed numer-
ous lawsuits and restraining orders against
one another, a love-hate relationship in
which Diamond believes Kecia was trying to
get back at her mother by framing her.

“Their relationship is hot and cold, some-
times they’re close and sometimes they hate
each other,” Diamond said. “It’s not normal
for mother and daughter to sue each other a
number of times.”

Wesley did not admit the lawsuit, saying
it was hearsay. Diamond stressed that Kecia
had pleaded guilty to felony charges, men-

tioning that the daughter also destroyed her
boyfriend’s apartment as alleged in the suit.

“I would think it would be irrational
behavior ... to vandalize (the apartment),”
Diamond said.

The defense attorney alleged on Monday
that Kecia Golay was behind the purchase of
the station wagon that struck and killed
McDavid in a Westwood alley in 2005 and that
Helen Golay, at the old age of 77, would not be
strong enough to lift McDavid to place him on
the road to be hit. Diamond said that Kecia
Golay, who has a membership at the Spectrum
Club, would have the strength.

On Tuesday, Diamond called just four
witnesses to the stand, including Michael
Jones, who performed a forensic video
analysis of surveillance footage from the
Bristol Farms on the corner of Ohio Avenue
and Westwood Boulevard. McDavid was
struck in the alley just a few stores south of
the grocery store.

Jones, who owns the firm Digital
Evidence, presented a series of 11 different

video sequences —taken from pieces of sur-
veillance footage and sewn together —
showing cars going into and out of the alley
from the late evening hours of June 21 to
June 22, ending past midnight with an
ambulance rolling through the parking lot
and into the alley.

Before the video was presented to jurors,
Jones commented that there was one car
which wasn’t a station wagon that showed
up in multiple sequences, seemingly making
circles through the alley. That comment was
omitted before the jury at the request of
Deputy District Attorney Truc Do, who
asked that Jones defer from making any
judgments on the video.

Do pointed out that while the video
shows a number of cars going through the
alley, only one, with the exception of the
ambulance, heads south — a station wagon.

Just further south from Bristol Farms, at
the end of the alley, is a Chevron gas station
from where the AAA tow truck was called for
service on a station wagon.

Prosecutors believe that Golay, who
owned three apartment buildings in Ocean
Park, and Rutterschmidt, a Hungarian immi-
grant who resided in Hollywood, befriended
Vados and McDavid when they were home-
less, fixing them up in rent-free apartments in
exchange for naming the women on their life
insurance policies. The two women pulled
out multiple policies, naming themselves as
beneficiaries — Golay always the fiancé and
Rutterschmidt the cousin.

The women would wait two years after the
policies were put into place before murdering
the victims, Do said during her opening argu-
ments last month, noting the state’s two-year
incontestability clause under which a claim can-
not be contested two years after a life insurance
policy is signed,except in cases of non-payment.

McDavid and Vados were killed in sepa-
rate yet similar hit-and-run incidents.

The Associated Press contributed to this
story

melodyh@smdp.com

Jury to begin deliberations on Friday in Golay murder trial
FROM TRIAL PAGE 1

which is then reviewed by an independent
screening committee to determine the
schools that merit Signature School status.
The GRAMMY Signature Schools’ Blue
Ribbon Committee selects the National
school, the two Gold recipients and the two
Enterprise Award schools.

The GRAMMY Foundation was estab-
lished in 1989 to cultivate the understand-
ing, appreciation and advancement of the
contribution of recorded music to
American culture — from the artistic and
technical legends of the past to the still
unimagined musical breakthroughs of
future generations of music professionals.

The foundation accomplishes this
mission through programs and activities
that engage the music industry and cul-
tural community as well as the general
public. The foundation works in partner-
ship year-round with The Recording
Academy to bring national attention to
important issues such as the value and
impact of music and arts education and
the urgency of preserving our rich cul-
tural heritage.

It is the second time Samohi has been
honored by the GRAMMY  Foundation.

“We are so excited that the GRAMMY
Foundation has once again recognized the
outstanding accomplishments of our Santa
Monica High School,” said Joby Brooks,
president of the Santa Monica-Malibu
Education Foundation, a non-profit dedi-
cated to preserving, supporting and
enhancing a comprehensive range of pro-
gram within the school district, including
the arts. “It is a privilege for The Education
Foundation to help raise money and
awareness in support of our visual and per-
forming arts programs.”

news@smdp.com

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
■ Send letters to editor@smdp.com

The FAA has also suggested City Hall
look into purchasing homes at the west end
of the runway to create protection zones,
something elected officials are opposed to
given the lack of housing in Santa Monica
and the impact the plan would have on
homeowners.

City officials have rejected all proposals,
criticizing them as not going far enough, and
instead enacted a ban on the fastest jets from
the airport.

FAA officials have repeatedly said that
they will not approve any runway safety
enhancements that would severely impact
pilots and their passengers. Santa Monica
Airport is considered a reliever airport for
LAX and plays an important role in the
regional aviation network, federal officials
and representatives from the aviation indus-
try said.

A long legal battle between City Hall and

the FAA is expected.
The next step in the process is for FAA

directors to make a determination on the
merits of the ban and make a preliminary
administrative decision. If City Hall is not
satisfied, it can appeal to the associate
administrator of airports. An appeal of that
decision can be made to the Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals, Tachiki said.

“We would like to get someone impartial
to look at the issue,” Tachiki said.
“Obviously, even if we go through the
[administrative process] the place we would
end up is in court. It’s fair for both parties to
have a judge make the decision.”

City Hall has been negotiating with the
FAA over runway safety enhancements since
2002 when the FAA blocked the council’s
attempt to approve the Airport
Conformance Program, which was com-
prised of various safety measures.

kevinh@smdp.com

File photo
LOOKING TO LAND: A jet flies over a local neighborhood off Bundy Drive in January. City Hall
officials fired back at the FAA this week, calling the federal agency's challenge of a local law ban-
ning large, fast jets from Santa Monica Airport a ‘legal assault’ on public safety. 

FAA looking at its options 
FROM FAA PAGE 1

GRAMMY’s give
back to Samohi 
FROM GRAMMY PAGE 3

2008 National GRAMMY Signature
School ($10,000)

Glenbrook South High School —
Glenview, Ill.

2008 GRAMMY Signature
Schools Gold ($5,000 each)

Douglas Anderson School of the
Arts — Jacksonville, Fla.

Plano Sr. High School — Plano,
Texas

2008 GRAMMY Signature Schools
Enterprise Award ($5,000 each)

Bridger High School — Bridger,
Mont.

Nederland Sr. High School —
Nederland, Colo.

Philomath High School —
Philomath, Ore.

2008 Gibson Grant Schools ($5,000
each)

Columbia High School —
Maplewood, N.J.

Hamilton Academy of Music — Los
Angeles

Springbrook High School — Silver
Spring, Md.

2008 GRAMMY Signature Schools
($1,000 each)

Charles A. Sprague High School —
Salem, Ore.

High School of the Performing &
Visual Arts — Houston

Las Vegas International Academy
of Performing & Visual Arts — Las
Vegas

Santa Monica High School — Santa
Monica, Calif.

South Salem High School — Salem,
Ore.

THE COMPLETE LIST OF 2008 GRAMMY
SIGNATURE SCHOOLS:

YOUR OPINION MATTERS! Send your letters to Santa Monica Daily Press Attn. Editor: 1410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica • 90401 • editor@smdp.com
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CITY OF SANTA MONICA
NOTICE INVITING BIDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Santa Monica invites sealed bids for the:

Civic Parking Structure Tenant Improvements

Bids shall be delivered to the City of Santa Monica, Office of the City Clerk, Room 102,
1685 Main Street, Santa Monica, California, not later than 2:30 p.m. on Monday, May 5,
2008, to be publicly opened and read aloud after 3:00 p.m. on said date in City Hall.
Each Bid shall be in accordance with the Contract Documents.

ENGINEER'S ESTIMATE: $350,000
CONTRACT CALENDAR DAYS: 180
LIQUIDATED DAMAGES: $1200.00 PER DAY
COMPENSABLE DELAY: $500.00 PER DAY

Contract Documents may be obtained at the Office of the City Engineer or by mail for an
additional mailing charge (check or money order payable to the City of Santa Monica). Cost
of the documents shall be $50.00. Additional mailing charge shall be $10.00. Contract
Documents may also be examined in City Hall, at the Civil Engineering and Architecture
counter, phone number (310) 458-8721. Additional information may be obtained on the
City's website at www.santa-monica.org/engineerinq. The Contractor is required to have a
Class B license at the time of bid submission.

Pursuant to Public Contracts Code Section 22300, the Contractor shall be permitted to substi-
tute securities for any monies withheld by the City to ensure performance under this Contract.

CAN’T FIND A DAILY PRESS NEWSTAND IN YOUR AREA? WE’LL TRY TO GET ONE TO YOU!

Call us at (310) 458-7737

BY RANDOLPH E. SCHMID
AP Science Writer 

WASHINGTON Dyslexia affects different
parts of children’s brains depending on
whether they are raised reading English or
Chinese. That finding, reported in Monday’s
online edition of Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences, means that
therapists may need to seek different meth-
ods of assisting dyslexic children from dif-
ferent cultures.

“This finding was very surprising to us.
We had not ever thought that dyslexics’
brains are different for children who read in
English and Chinese,” said lead author Li-
Hai Tan, a professor of linguistics and brain
and cognitive sciences at the University of
Hong Kong. “Our finding yields neurobio-
logical clues to the cause of dyslexia.”

Millions of children worldwide are affect-
ed by dyslexia, a language-based learning
disability that can include problems in read-
ing, spelling, writing and pronouncing
words. The International Dyslexia
Association says there is no consensus on the
exact number because not all children are
screened, but estimates range from 8 percent
to 15 percent of students.

Reading an alphabetic language like

English requires different skills than reading
Chinese, which relies less on sound repre-
sentation, instead using symbols to repre-
sent words.

Past studies have suggested that the brain
may use different networks of neurons in
different languages, but none has suggested a
difference in the structural parts of the brain
involved, Tan explained.

Tan’s research group studied the brains of
students raised reading Chinese, using func-
tional magnetic resonance imaging. They
then compared those findings with similar
studies of the brains of students raised read-
ing English.

Guinevere F. Eden, director of the Center
for the Study of Learning at Georgetown
University in Washington, said the process of
becoming a skilled reader changes the brain.

“Becoming a reader is a fairly dramatic
process for the brain,” explained Eden, who
was not part of Tan’s research team on this
paper.

For children, learning to read is culturally
important but is not really natural, Eden said,
so when the brain orients toward a different
writing system it copes with it differently.

For example, English-speaking children
learn the sounds of letters and how to com-
bine them into words, while Chinese young-

sters memorize hundreds of symbols which
represent words.

“The implication here is that when we see
a reading disability, we see it in different
parts of the brain depending on the writing
system that the child is born into,” Eden said.

That means, “we cannot just assume that
any dyslexic child is going to be helped by
the same kind of intervention,” she said in a
telephone interview.

Tan said the new findings suggest that
treating Chinese speakers with dyslexia may
use working memory tasks and tests relating
to sensor-motor skills, while current treat-
ments of English dyslexia focus on letter-
sound conversions and sound awareness.

He said the underlying cause of brain
structure abnormalities in dyslexia is cur-
rently unknown.

“Previous genetic studies suggest that
malformations of brain development are
associated with mutations of several genes
and that developmental dyslexia has a genet-
ic basis,” he said in an interview via e-mail.

“We speculate that different genes may be
involved in dyslexia in Chinese and English
readers. In this respect, our brain-mapping
findings can assist in the search for candi-
date genes that cause dyslexia,” Tan said.

In their paper, the researchers noted that

imaging studies of the brains of dyslexic
children using alphabetic languages like
English have identified unusual function
and structure in the left temporo-parietal
areas, thought to be involved in letter-to-
sound conversions in reading; left middle-
superior temporal cortex, thought to be
involved in speech sound analysis, and the
left inferior temporo-occipital gyrus, which
may function as a quick word-form recogni-
tion system.

When they performed similar imaging
studies on dyslexic Chinese youngsters, on
the other hand, they found disruption in a
different area, the left middle frontal gyrus
region.

The study was funded by the Ministry of
Science and Technology of China, the Hong
Kong Research Grants Council and the
University of Hong Kong.

In a separate paper, published two years
ago, University of Michigan researchers
reported that Asians and North Americans
see the world differently.

Shown a photograph, North American
students of European background paid
more attention to the object in the fore-
ground of a scene, while students from
China spent more time studying the back-
ground and taking in the whole scene.

Study: Dyslexia differs by language

BY GEORGE MERRITT
Associated Press Writer

DENVER House Speaker Nancy Pelosi was in
Denver on Monday to tout the latest “green-
ing” initiative in the run-up to the
Democratic National Convention: a compe-
tition among state delegates to offset their
carbon use as they travel here for the con-
vention in August.

The California Democrat and convention
chair complimented efforts in Denver and
across Colorado to push environmentally
sustainable energy use.

“Energy security is a national security
issue,” Pelosi told reporters at the Pepsi Center,
site of the convention. “It is an environmental
issue, a health issue ... and it is a moral respon-
sibility. We believe that this planet is God’s cre-
ation, and we have a moral responsibility to
protect it and this initiative does just that.”

The committee organizing the conven-
tion has pledged to hold the most environ-
mentally sustainable party convention in
history. The group has a “director of green-
ing” who previously monitored sustainabili-
ty for Al Gore’s concert series Live Aid. The
committee also was the driving force behind
owners at the Pepsi Center deciding to offset
the energy it uses in a year.

Recalling her own experience organizing

the 1984 Democratic convention, Pelosi said
she was impressed the committee has found
time to work on sustainability.

“It’s a pretty exciting day,” she said. “I
have never seen a convention where the val-
ues of the American people have been the
overarching concern” for the convention.

Mayor John Hickenlooper and Gov. Bill
Ritter each stressed that the sustainability
efforts were not just a publicity stunt.

“It’s not about the PR,” Hickenlooper
said. “What we are doing is creating a legacy
for the city of Denver that will bring benefit
to our businesses and our citizens long after
the convention has left.”

Ritter said the initiative goes beyond politics.
“It’s a statement of great substance that is

about the future of this country,” he said. “It’s
not a political statement when the Pepsi Center
— when Kroenke Sports (owner of the Pepsi
Center and owned by reliable Republican con-
tributor Stan Kroenke) — when they look at
this and say we want to be the first sports facil-
ity in the United States of America to be fully
green. They understand that that is the way we
must think about the future.”

Convention committee CEO Leah
Daughtry said Monday’s announcement was
one in a series of initiatives the committee
plans to launch this month before Earth Day
on April 22.

Pelosi impressed with ‘green’
efforts for DNC convention
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BY HOPE YEN
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON Federal employees charged
millions of dollars for Internet dating, tailor-
made suits, lingerie, lavish dinners and other
questionable expenses to their government
credit cards over a 15-month period, con-
gressional auditors say.

A report by the Government
Accountability Office, obtained Tuesday by
The Associated Press, examined spending
controls across the federal government fol-
lowing reports of credit-card abuse at
departments including Defense, Homeland
Security and Veterans Affairs.

The review of card spending at more than
a dozen departments from 2005 to 2006
found that nearly 41 percent of roughly $14
billion in credit-card purchases, whether
legitimate or questionable, did not follow
procedure — either because they were not
properly authorized or they had not been
signed for by an independent third party as
called for in federal rules to deter fraud.

For purchases over $2,500, nearly half —
or 48 percent — were unauthorized or
improperly received.

Out of a sample of purchases totaling
$2.7 million, the government could not
account for hundreds of laptop computers,
iPods and digital cameras worth more than
$1.8 million. In one case, the U.S. Army
could not say what happened to computer
items making up 16 server configurations,
each of which cost nearly $100,000.

Agencies often could not provide the
required paperwork to justify questionable
purchases. Investigators also found that fed-
eral employees sometimes double-billed or
improperly expensed lavish meals and
Internet dating for many months without
question from supervisors; the charges were
often noticed only after auditors or whistle-
blowers raised questions.

“Breakdowns in internal controls over
the use of purchase cards leave the govern-
ment highly vulnerable to fraud, waste and
abuse,” investigators wrote, calling the gov-
ernmentwide failure rate in enforcing con-
trols “unacceptably high.”

“This audit demonstrates that continued
vigilance over purchase card use is neces-
sary,” the 57-page report stated.

The report calls for the General Services
Administration and Office of Management
and Budget, both of which help administer
the government’s credit-card program, to set
guidance to improve accounting for pur-
chased items, particularly Palm Pilots, iPods
and other electronic equipment that could
be easily stolen.

OMB and GSA were also urged to tighten
controls over convenience checks, which are
a part of the credit-card program, and to
remind federal employees that they will be
held responsible for any items if the pur-
chases are later deemed improper.

In response, both OMB and GSA agreed
with portions of the report. But GSA admin-
istrator Lurita Doan noted the vast majority
of federal employees use their cards proper-
ly and that many oversight measures already
are in place. She acknowledged there is room
for improvement but added that by using
purchase cards the federal government saves

about $1.8 billion in administrative costs
each year.

“We agree that no level of abuse or mis-
use is acceptable,” Doan wrote.

The GAO study comes amid increasing
scrutiny of purchase cards, which are used
by 300,000 federal employees and are direct-
ly payable by the U.S. government.

The AP reported Sunday that VA employ-
ees last year racked up hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in government credit-card
bills at casino and luxury hotels, movie the-
aters and high-end retailers such as Sharper
Image. Government auditors have been
investigating these and similar charges, cit-
ing past spending abuses.

In Tuesday’s report, investigators did not
seek to determine the extent of fraud or
waste at each agency. They cited numerous
cases of questionable spending, which they
said represented what could be found gov-
ernment-wide, including the VA.

“The purchase card is a useful tool for the
government, and in no way are we suggest-
ing it shouldn’t continue to be used widely,”
said Gregory D. Kutz, GAO’s managing
director of forensic audits and special inves-
tigations, in a telephone interview.
“However, I would say these cases once again
show that lack of internal controls cost tax-
payers millions of dollars and thus contin-
ued focus is needed on improving these con-
trols.”

Among the expenditures cited in the
report:

• An Agriculture Department employee
fraudulently wrote 180 convenience checks
for more than $642,000 to a live-in
boyfriend over a six-year period. The money
was used for gambling, car and mortgage
payments, dinners and retail purchases that
went unnoticed until USDA’s inspector gen-
eral received a tip from a whistle-blower. The
employee, who pleaded guilty to embezzle-
ment and tax fraud charges, was sentenced
last year to 21 months in prison and ordered
to repay the money.

• U.S. Postal Service workers separately
billed more than $14,000 to government
credit cards for Internet dating services and
a dinner at a Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse in
Orlando, Fla., for 81 people at a cost of $160
each for steaks and crab. The dinner bill also
included more than 200 appetizers and more
than $3,000 worth of wine and brand-name
liquor such as Courvoisier, Belvedere and
Johnny Walker Gold.

In the Internet dating case, a postmaster
charged $1,100 over 15 months for two
online services, including the Ashley
Madison Agency. The expenses went unno-
ticed for more than a year even though he
was under internal investigation for viewing
pornography on a government computer.
The postmaster was eventually told to repay
the Internet charges but faced no discipli-
nary action.

• At the Pentagon, four employees pur-
chased $77,700 in clothing and accessories at
high-end clothing and sporting goods
stores. The spending included more than
$45,000 at Brooks Brothers and similar
stores for tailor-made suits — $7,000 of
which were purchased a week before
Christmas. The credit-card holders said the
items were for service members working at
U.S. embassies with civilian attire. Pentagon
rules allow purchases of civilian clothing
when performing official duty, but generally
only up to $860 per person.

• Justice Department and FBI employees
charged $11,000 at a Ritz Carlton hotel for
coffee and “light” refreshments for 50 to 70
attendees for four days.

Checking out
Federal employees
charged millions in
expenses on credit
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BY ROBERT BURNS
AP Military Writer

WASHINGTON The top U.S. commander in
Iraq told Congress Tuesday that hard-won
gains in the war zone are too fragile to
promise any troop pullouts beyond this
summer, holding his ground against impa-
tient Democrats and refusing to commit to
more withdrawals before President Bush
leaves office in January.

Army Gen. David Petraeus painted a pic-
ture of a nation struggling to suppress vio-
lence among its own people and to move
toward the political reconciliation that Bush
said a year ago was the ultimate aim of his
new Iraq strategy, which included sending
more than 20,000 extra combat troops.

Security is getting better, and Iraq’s own
forces are becoming more able, Petraeus
said. But he also ticked off a list of reasons
for worry, including the threat of a resur-
gence of Sunni or Shiite extremist violence.
He highlighted Iran as a special concern, for
its training and equipping of extremists.

In back-to-back appearances before two

Senate committees, Petraeus was told by a
parade of Democrats that, after five years of
war, it was past time to turn over much more
of the war burden to the Iraqis. Those sena-
tors said Iraq will not attain stability until
the United States makes the decision to
begin withdrawing in large numbers and
forces the Iraqis to settle their differences.

Republican Sen. George Voinovich of
Ohio, a longtime critic of the administra-
tion’s war strategy, told Petraeus: “The
American people have had it up to here.”

Petraeus responded, “I certainly share the
frustration.”

But when it came to promising or pre-
dicting a timetable for further withdrawals,
Petraeus didn’t budge. He said he had rec-
ommended to Bush that he complete, by the
end of July, the withdrawal of the 20,000
extra troops. Beyond that, the general pro-
posed a 45-day period of “consolidation and
evaluation,” to be followed by an indefinite

period of assessment before he would rec-
ommend any further pullouts.

The Petraeus plan, which Bush is expect-
ed to embrace, reflects a conservative
approach that leaves open the possibility
that roughly 140,000 U.S. troops could
remain in Iraq when the president leaves
office next year.

On Thursday Bush will make a speech
about the war, now in its sixth year, and his
decision about troop levels.

In exchanges with several senators,
Petraeus refused to say when he thought it
would be safe to resume troop reductions
beyond July without risking “fragile and
reversible” security gains.

Asked Sen. Carl Levin, chairman of the
Armed Services Committee: “Could that be
a month, could that be two months?”

Petraeus began to respond: “Sir, it could
be less than that. It could be. ...”

Levin: “Could it be more than that?”
Petraeus: “It could be more than that.

Again, it’s when the conditions are met that
we can make a recommendation for further
reductions.”

Levin: “Could it be three months?”
Petraeus: “Sir, again, at the end of the

period of consolidation and evaluation. ...”
On they went in the same vein, even after

a demonstrator — “Bring them home! Bring
them home!” — interrupted the hearing and
was escorted out.

When Sen. Evan Bayh, D-Ind., started in
again later, Petraeus said it would defy logic
to establish a timetable before knowing what
conditions will be like this summer.

“If you believe as I do — and the com-
manders on the ground believe — that the
way forward on reductions should be condi-
tions-based then it is just flat not responsible
to try to put down a stake in the ground and
say this is when it would be or that is when it
would be,” Petraeus said.

One of three senators who could be the
new president by January, Hillary Rodham
Clinton, said much earlier, not in a response
to Petraeus, that she disagreed with those
who criticized lawmakers who are calling for
an orderly withdrawal.

“Rather, I think it could be fair to say that
it might well be irresponsible to continue the
policy that has not produced the results that
have been promised time and time again at
such tremendous cost to our national secu-
rity and to the men and women who wear
the uniform of the United States military,”
she said.

Sen. Barack Obama, her rival for the
Democratic presidential nomination, told
Petraeus that while he wants U.S. troops out
of Iraq he would not initiate a precipitous
withdrawal. And he said talking regularly to
the Iranians is critical to getting to the point
where it would be safe to end American
involvement.

“I do not believe we are going to be able
to stabilize the situation without them,”
Obama said.

War supporter John McCain, who will be
the GOP nominee, said: “Our goal — my
goal — is an Iraq that no longer needs
American troops. And I believe we can
achieve that goal, perhaps sooner than many
imagine. But I also believe that to promise a
withdrawal of our forces, regardless of the
consequences, would constitute a failure of
political and moral leadership.”

Petraeus said his plan is supported by
Adm. Michael Mullen, chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff.

Petraeus says Iraq
too fragile to leave

IF YOU BELIEVE
AS I DO — AND

THE COMMANDERS ON
THE GROUND BELIEVE —

THAT THE WAY FORWARD
ON REDUCTIONS SHOULD

BE CONDITIONS-BASED
THEN IT IS JUST FLAT
NOT RESPONSIBLE TO
TRY TO PUT DOWN A

STAKE IN THE GROUND
AND SAY THIS IS WHEN IT

WOULD BE OR THAT IS
WHEN IT WOULD BE.”

Army Gen. David Petraeus
Head of U.S. forces in Iraq
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SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 52-60°

SWELL FORECAST ( 7-10 FT )
Today the SW will fade to maybe waist high, but the
NW wind swell should increase to a more consistent
chest to head high around west facing breaks. It's
possible that standout west facing breaks could see
some sets running overhead. Since the angle of the
wind swell will be steep (305+), it will be a tough
angle for many spots, but south facing breaks can
expect some wrap, possibly enough for some rela-
tively cleaner chest high waves.
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LIGHT SOUTH SWELL DUE THIS WEEKEND...
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Sports

BY HOWARD ULMAN
AP Sports Writer

BOSTON Bill Buckner’s eyes were red. He
paused for 15 seconds to control his emo-
tions. Then he spoke again.

The outstanding hitter known for a cost-
ly World Series error had just thrown out the
ceremonial first pitch to a loud ovation
before the Red Sox home opener Tuesday. It
was a strike to former teammate Dwight
Evans.

The experience, Buckner said, was “prob-
ably about as emotional as it could get.”

But he nearly decided not to come.
The Red Sox received their championship

rings for winning the 2007 World Series
before Tuesday’s game against the Detroit
Tigers. Buckner’s legacy is tied to losing the
series in 1986.

The former first baseman knew the same
old questions would crop up about that play
22 years ago that has been replayed on tele-
vision hundreds of times. At first, he turned
down the team’s request. A few days later he
agreed to return to Fenway Park for the first
time since 1997 when he was batting coach
with the Chicago White Sox.

“I really had to forgive,” he said after col-
lecting himself, “not the fans of Boston per
se, but I would have to say, in my heart, I had
to forgive the media…”

Another pause, this one for 10 seconds,
before he continued, “…for what they put
me and my family through. So I’ve done
that. I’m over that. And I’m just happy that I
just try to think of the positive. The happy
things.”

And not about the night of Oct. 25 in
Shea Stadium when Mookie Wilson’s
ground ball rolled through his legs in the
10th inning. It capped a three-run rally
and drove in the winning run in the New
York Mets 6-5 win that forced a seventh
game.

The Mets won the final game 8-5 and
Boston’s streak of no championships since
1918 continued. That drought ended in
2004, and then the Red Sox made it two
championships in four years.

Buckner, a .289 hitter in 22 years with
more than 100 RBIs in two of his three full
seasons with Boston, wasn’t the only Red Sox
player who failed in the last two games of the
1986 Series. To focus on just one play is “the
ugly part of sports,” he said.

“I don’t think that in society in general
that’s the way we should operate. What are
you teaching kids? Not to try because if you
don’t succeed then you’re going to buried, so
don’t try?”

The Mets already had tied the game at 5
in the 10th against Calvin Schiraldi and Bob
Stanley before Wilson hit the ball to
Buckner. And the Red Sox led 3-0 after 5 1/2
innings of Game 7 before the Mets tied it
against Bruce Hurst in the bottom of the
sixth and nicked Schiraldi for three runs in
the seventh.

“You can look at that series and point fin-
gers in a whole bunch of different direc-
tions,” Buckner said. “We did the best we

could to win there and it just didn’t happen
and I didn’t feel like I deserved” so much
blame.

“If I felt like it was my fault, I’d step up to
the plate and say, `hey, if I wasn’t here the
Red Sox would have won this thing,’ but I
really can’t do that so I think some of it is
unjustly directed my way,” he said. “I’m pret-
ty tough mentally, but the hardest part was
with my family and my kids and I’m still
dealing with it.”

His son Bobby is a freshman infielder at
the University of Texas. His daughter
Christen played softball at Boise (Idaho)
High School. She is now a reporter for the
Fox television station in Boise and attended
her father’s news conference for a story to be
broadcast Wednesday.

“There were times when they had to deal
with it,” Buckner said. “I don’t think that’s fair
and that made me a little bitter. I’m over that.”

He praised the Red Sox management in
place in 1986 and the current ownership
group. He thanked fans for their support. He
said he’d like to come back some day.

Buckner was cheered continuously as he
walked from the Green Monster in left
field—draped with an American flag cover-
ing both the 2007 and 2004 World Series
banners—to the mound, waving to the full
house along the way.

Then he stood on the rubber, came to a
stretch, threw the ball then made an
umpire’s strike sign before embracing Evans.

“I’m glad that he’s here,” Evans said. “Just
seeing him walk out, I couldn’t be happier
for him.”

The pregame ceremonies featured
appearances from current former players of
the Boston Celtics and Bruins and current
New England Patriots linebacker Tedy
Bruschi.

Then the Red Sox received their rings,
which feature 42 diamonds of various sizes.
The inside of the ring is engraved with:
“Boston Red Sox” and “10-28-07.”

David Ortiz received his ring last, with
the Red Sox’ victory song—“Dirty Water” by
the Standells—blaring.

Bruschi was touched by the reception for
Buckner.

“I thought the ovation was incredible,”
Bruschi said. “I think you can see the
emotion on his face, the way he was taking
it all in. I don’t know if it was cleansing
for him or not. … I’ve only been here 13
years but I’ve heard about that (play)
enough.”

So has Buckner, who was traded to the
Red Sox by the Chicago Cubs in May 1984
and released in July 1987. He rejoined them
in 1990 then retired after 22 games.

“Two of my best moments in baseball
were when I came back here in ‘90 and
today,” he said. “The Red Sox fans, they’ve
been great.”

They cheered him in 1986, when the team
made it to the seventh game of the World
Series.

“It was a great season,” Buckner said.
“There’s a lot of good memories and I’m just
happy that I can focus on those.”

MLB

Buckner returns
to Fenway Park
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Movie Times Horoscopes

AERO THEATRE
1328 Montana Avenue 
(323) 466-FILM

Now, Voyager (1942) (NR) 1hr
57min  
7:30
College Road Trip (G) 1hr 23min  
7:30

AMC LOEWS BROADWAY 4
1441 Third St.
(310) 458-1506

The Bank Job (R) 1hr 50min  
2:00, 4:35, 7:10, 9:45
Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day
(PG-13) 1hr 32min
1:55, 4:15, 6:45, 9:15
The Other Boleyn Girl (PG-13) 1hr
54min  
1:45, 4:25, 7:00, 9:40
Vantage Point (PG-13) 1hr 30min  
2:15, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30

AMC 7 SANTA MONICA 
1310 Third St.

(310) 289-4262 

Dr. Seuss' Horton Hears a Who
(G) 1hr 28min  
1:10, 3:30, 5:45, 7:55, 10:05
Under the Same Moon (PG-13)
1hr 49min  
2:10, 4:40, 7:20, 10:00 
21 (PG-13) 2hrs 03min  
1:00, 2:15, 3:45, 5:00, 6:30, 7:50,
9:30 
Stop-Loss (R) 1hr 53min  
1:50, 4:25, 7:15, 9:50 
Nim's Island (PG) 1hr 35min  
2:00, 4:20, 6:45, 9:05 
The Ruins (R) 1hr 31min  
3:00, 5:25, 7:40, 10:10 

LAEMMLE’S MONICA FOURPLEX
1332 Second St.
(310) 394-9741 

The Hammer (R) 1hr 29min       
12:45, 3:00, 5:25, 7:50, 10:15
Married Life (PG-13) 1hr 30min 
1, 3:10, 5:20, 7:40, 10
The Band's Visit (PG-13) 1hr

29min  
12:45, 2:55, 5:10, 7:30, 9:45
The Counterfeiters (NR) 1hr
38min  
1:45, 4:20, 7:00, 9:30

MANN'S CRITERION THEATRE 
1313 Third St.
(310) 395-1599 

Drillbit Taylor (PG-13) 1hr 42min  
11:40 a.m., 2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:50 
10,000 B.C. (PG-13) 1hr 49min
12:00, 2:30, 5:00, 7:40, 10:20 
Run Fat Boy Run (PG-13) 1hr
40min  
11:50 a.m., 2:40, 5:20, 7:50,
10:30
Superhero Movie (PG-13) 1hr
25min  
12:30, 2:50, 5:00, 7:20, 9:30
Leatherheads (PG-13) 1hr 54min  
11:30 a.m., 2:10, 4:50, 7:30,
10:10 
Shine a Light (PG-13) 2hrs 02min   
1:00, 4:10, 7:10, 10:00 

M O V I E T I M E S

More information email news@smdp.com

Kitchen Kid
Cooking up delicious kitchen        

experiences for eager eaters of all ages!

Build your child’s confidence, reinforce academic skills, 
and encourage healthy, adventurous eating at home. 

Birthday Parties!
Parent-Child Cook Groups!

Family Classes!
After-School Culinary Lessons!

www.kitchenkid.com 

samantha@kitchenkid.com                     

310.450.3462

Spring break and summer cooking campsforming now!

AA OLYMPIC
Self Storage
Serving Santa Monica and West L.A.

2 Months FREE Rent 

+ FREE Lock

Call for details

OOPEN 77 DAYS

(310)829-2525
3250 OLYMPIC BLVD. • www.selfstorage.net/aaolympic

Calll About

FREEE Truck
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SELF
STORAGE
MEMBER

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★★ You are talkative. Trust the words
that seem to spout from you. Abrasions and
tests surround your daily life. Tonight: Discuss
a problem.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★ You can be difficult to say no to, as usual.
However, don’t underestimate the power of the
unexpected or a risk. Keep your eye on the
money. Tonight: Act on a hobby.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★★ Trust your instincts, and let yourself
be generous. You glow, and everyone around
you is drawn to you. Respond to others with
your innate spontaneity. Tonight: Whirling
around in your life.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★ Responsibility calls, but love pulls. Lucky
for you, if you just be yourself, all will come
together, even if you withdraw into your shell.
Just don’t expect much activity for a few days.
Use this free time well. Tonight: How about
curling up with a good book?

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★★ Your head is in line with your heart,
and the world sees you as you are. Expect the
unexpected and listen to your dreams, and you
will be golden. You get what you want, even if
you toss that lucky rabbit’s foot. Tonight: Don’t
mess up the good times.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★ You might feel like you are king or queen
for the day. All is flowing smoothly, for now.
Romance is in the air. However, watch the rose-
colored glasses or, rather, toss the rose-colored
glasses. Tonight: To the wee hours — like it or
not.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★ Think way outside the box. While others
are running around in the midst of power plays,
you will be smiling. If you don’t detach, you
could feel out of sorts. Listen to your dreams.
Tonight: Isn’t it time for you to take control of
your destiny?

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★★ You are capable of more than you
might think. Say yes and be ready to stand
behind your words. You will be well rewarded.
Tonight: Consider a suggestion or invitation.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★ You might feel confused. Don’t act now, but
listen to your dreams. Don’t be taken aback by
heavy — and we do mean heavy — demands.
Trust in your abilities and don’t fight the build-
ing wave — for the moment. Tonight: Out with
fun-loving people.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★ It is good that you are considered the
workhorse of the zodiac, because you will have
to act just like it too. Tonight: Choose a favorite
hobby. Anyone for golf, volleyball or maybe
snoozing?

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★ Some wonder how you can be yourself
so easily, your head and heart in tune. You
don’t need to be concerned at all. Demonstrate
to a loved one that he or she is more than a
friend. Tonight: Live, love and laugh.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★ You are in a deep place. Open yourself
to all possibilities, despite the friction. Use the
friction to look inward and root out a problem.
Remember, you are the giver of the zodiac.
Tonight: Say yes.

You are in a golden moment this year. Others
often want to share, brainstorm and socialize
with you. Observe what makes you glow, and
you will know what to fill your life with. Your head and heart might be in tune, but
your drive is erratic. Taking care of your body might be more important than you
realize. Listen to what gets your goat, and let go of what doesn’t work. If you are
single, romance certainly will wing in your direction. If you are attached, keeping
communication open means getting plenty of fuzzies. GEMINI sometimes asks too
many questions.

Happy birthday
★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

Jacqueline Bigar is on the Internet at http://www.jacquelinebigar.com  (c) 2006 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Don’t mess it up, Leo

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:
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Comics & Stuff

Girls and Sports By Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

The Other Coast By Adrian Raeside

By Jim DavisGarfield

By Brian AndersonDog eat Doug

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Janric Classic Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from Bronze (easiest) to Silver to Gold (hardest).

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure out which numbers are missing. Then,
based on the other numbers in the row and column of each blank cell,
find which of the missing numbers will work. Eliminating numbers will
eventually lead you to the answer.

Difficulty
GOLD

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

© 2008 Janric Enterprises Dist. by Creators Syndicate Inc.
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Comics & Stuff

8  9  31  37  44
Meganumber: 38
Jackpot: $17M

2  6  7  24  31
Meganumber: 3
Jackpot: $31M

9  15  32  33  38

MIDDAY:     6  2  8
EVENING:   5  9  5

1st: 10 Solid Gold
2nd: 08 Gorgeous George
3rd: 11 Money Bags
RACE TIME: 1.40.79

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

1865 Confederate Gen.
Robert E. Lee surren-

dered his army to Union Gen.
Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox
Court House in Virginia.

1682 French explorer Robert
de La Salle claimed the

Mississippi River Basin for France.

1939 singer Marian Anderson
performed a concert at

the Lincoln Memorial in Washington
after she was denied the use of
Constitution Hall by the Daughters
of the American Revolution.

1942 American and
Philippine defenders on

Bataan capitulated to Japanese
forces; the surrender was followed
by the notorious Bataan Death March
which claimed thousands of lives.

1947 a series of tornadoes
in Texas, Oklahoma

and Kansas claimed 181 lives.

1959 NASA announced the
selection of America's

first seven astronauts: Scott
Carpenter, Gordon Cooper, John
Glenn, Gus Grissom, Wally Schirra,
Alan Shepard and Donald Slayton.

1965 the newly built
Astrodome in Houston

featured its first baseball game, an
exhibition between the Astros and
the New York Yankees. (The Astros
won, 2-1, in 12 innings.)

By John Deering

By Dave Coverly

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

MYSTERY PHOTO Brandon Wise  brandonw@smdp.com

The first one to identify where this shot was taken wins a prize from the Daily Press. Send
answers to editor@smdp.com.

■ Petty Criminals: A 43-year-old
alleged shoplifter was arrested in
Newburgh, N.Y., in January with 42
items under his clothes as he left a
store, but the items' total value
was only $132.07. And in
December, Wesley Gregory, 52,
who works on parking meters for
the city of Greensboro, N.C., was
arrested and charged with embez-
zling nickels, dimes and quarters
for five years, with his "haul"
averaging about $10 a week.
■ People Different From Us: James
Bowring, 45, told a court in
Tauranga, New Zealand, in February
that he wants to reconcile with his
son, Jacob, 18, despite James'
recent conviction for trying to run
Jacob over in his car at 50 mph
(after making a U-turn and jumping
a curb to get at him). James admit-
ted he was upset at Jacob for call-
ing him a "pedophile," following
James' having wooed and won over
Jacob's 18-year-old girlfriend and
gotten her pregnant. (James admit-
ted that just before making that U-
turn, he had dropped off a 14-year-
old girl he was giving a ride to.)
Subsequently, a judge sentenced
James to five months' home deten-
tion in the bus he lives in with the
pregnant girlfriend.

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

vvoolluubbllee \VOL-yuh-buhl\, adjec-
tive: 1. Characterized by a
ready flow of speech. 2. Easily
rolling or turning; rotating. 
3. (Botany) Having the power
or habit of turning or twining.

WORD UP!

Strange Brew

Speed Bump

TODAY IN HISTORY



CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For
information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm                      LOCATION 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!
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CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
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Wanted
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Rent
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Roomates
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Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
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Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
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Psychic
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CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!
There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.

Miscellaneous
$$CASH$$ - Immediate cash for struc-
tured Settlements, Annuities, Lawsuits, 
Inheritances, Mortgage Notes & Cash 
Flows. J.G. Wentworth #1. 
1-800-794-7310.

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home. 
Medical, Business, Paralegal, Comput-
ers, Criminal Justice. Job placement as-
sistance. Computer available. Financial 
aid if qualified. Call 866-858-2121 
www.CenturaOnline.com

NEED A LOAN? No credit - BAD credit - 
Bankruptcy - Repossession - Personal 
Loans - Auto Loans - Consolidation 
Loans AVAILABLE! "We have been help-
ing people with credit problems since 
1991". Call 1-800-654-1816. 

OLD GUITARS WANTED! Fender, Gibson, 
Gretsch, Martin. 1930s - 1960s. Top 
cash paid. 1-800-401-0440.

WIN $5000 just for your opinion! Tell 
companies what you think of their prod-
ucts & you can win $5000! Go to 
w w w . d o a s u r v e y . n o w . c o m  
<http://www.doasurveynow.com/> 
NOW!

Adoption
PREGNANT? Consider adoption.YOU 
choose your baby's family!  Receive pic-
tures/ information. Financial assis-
tance. 1-866-236-7638. 24/7. 
Lic#123021.

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION? 
Talk with caring agency specializing in 
matching birthmothers with families 
nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 
24/7. Abby's One True Gift Adoptions. 
866-910-5610.

Employment
CHIROPRACTORS

POSITION available, fully equipped of-
fice with front office staff.

Fax resume to 323-525-1140, or email 
mindy.rosenman@yahoo.com

CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE 
NEEDED
No experience necessary. Paid training 
available.
Call (306)351-5049 or (306)880-4736

DENTAL ASSISTANT/
OFFICE MANAGER

Modern, high quality, SM office. No 
HMO or Medi-Cal. Chairside experi-
ence and x-ray license required. 3/ 
3.5 days per week. Front office and 
back office duties. Flexible hours. Ex-
cellent pay for the right person. 
(310)451-1446

EARN UP to $550.00 weekly helping the 
government. P-T, 1-800-488-2921, 
Dept.E-7. Void SD, ND, Maryland

FIT FEMALE MODEL WANTED FOR FIG-
URE DRAWING BY ARTIST. No experience 
necessary call. (818) 501-0266

GET PAID $10 TO $40 PER HOUR! Take 
Surveys Online. FREE. No charge. No 
Sign Up Fee! Start Today! www.Fast-
FreeSurveys.com

MYSTERY SHOPPERS! Earn up to $150 
daily. Get paid to shop pt/ft. Call now 
800-690-1272.

Employment
GIVE OF YOURSELF volunteers wanted 
at the discovery shop. Help us contrib-
ute to the American cancer society by 
spending 4 hours per week assisting in 
our resale shop in Santa Monica. Con-
tact Terry or Shaunna at (310)458-4490

HEALTHCARE-CLINICAL LABORATORY
Scientist – Perform lab tests and analy-
sis for treatment of patients. Send re-
sume to UCLA Health System, Attn: 
Monica, 10920 Wilshire Blvd. Ste 400, 
L.A., CA 90095  EOE

IMMEDIATE POSITIONS available 
in the Environmental Services De-
partment. Looking for part time 
housekeepers/ floor techs. Hospi-
tal Experience preferred. Call 
(310)829-8431 for interview.

KYLE MATHIS Hairdressing is 
now Hiring

color and cut specialists. Those inter-
ested should call 310-393-7947

Local Mexican Restaurant

needs a part time/full time line cook. 
Experience necessary. English a plus. 
Call Mike or Alex 310-828-1315

LOOKING FOR A GREAT PART TIME 
JOB?
A leading Market Research Company 
is looking for Hosts/Hostesses for its 
Los Angeles Focus Group facilities lo-
cated in Santa Monica.  Must have 
previous experience in Hospitality, 
Hostessing, Hotel or Wait Staff or in 
Market Research or related field.  In-
terested applicants must be computer 
literate, responsible and flexible, well 
spoken and have previous experience 
with direct client interaction both in 
person and on the telephone.  
Job responsibilities include greeting 
clients, meal serving/clearing, audio 
& video recording as well as basic of-
fice and reception duties.  Please 
email with "CSR Position" in subject 
line for consideration to
mnorris@focuspointeglobal.com.

LOOKING FOR graphic designer/pro-
duction F/T in Santa Monica. Email 
resume to nikki@peprinting.com or 
fax to (310)314-6900 and please in-
clude salary requirements.

MAINTENANCE ASSISTANT
Looking for ideal candidate to complete 
work orders and prep apartments for 
move in of a senior apartment building.
Schedule includes weekends. Com-
petitive wage and benefits. Must have 
clear criminal background and be drug 
free. Please apply at 2107 Ocean Ave. 
SM, 90405.

NEED CASH QUICKLY?$$$$ Stay at 
home and make money. Best Program 
Free Video. Go to www.FREEDOM51.com

PART-TIME OR FULL-TIME Driver. Must 
have own car, need to be familiar with 
L.A. have Ca. driver’s license, English 
speaking. Can earn up to $100/ a day. 
Submit resume to bsberkowitz@aol.com

SALES REPS wanted
For LED lighting wholesale house. Call 
Matthew 310-709-1001

Employment
PART-TIME SALES position.  Our attor-
ney service is looking for referrals to law 
firms. Referrals result in ongoing com-
missions. Submit resume to 
bsberkowitz@aol.com

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING. Avg. $20/hr. 
$57K/yr. including Fed. Benefits, OT, 
placed by Ad Source, not aff.w/USPS 
who hires. 1-866-483-1057

WAIT STAFF
Full time positions available. AM 
Shift 6-2:30p. No experience necessary.
Competitive wages and benefits. Must 
have clear criminal background and be 
drug free. Please apply at 2107 Ocean 
Ave. SM, 90405.

WICKLESS CANDLE Company seeking 
consultants nationwide. Low start up, 
FREE Info pack 
www.matchlesscandles.com

Help Wanted
$$$HELP WANTED$$$ EXTRA INCOME 
assembling CD cases from home. Call 
our live operators NOW. 
1-800-267-3944, Ext.5010 www.easy-
work-greatpay.com 

1000 ENVELOPES = $6000 GURANTEED! 
Receive $6 for every envelope stuffed. 
24hr information. 1-888-423-3820, co-
de701.

ASSEMBLE MAGNETS & CRAFTS FROM 
HOME! Year-round Work! Excellent Pay! 
No Experience! TOLL FREE 
1-866-844-5091, No-MD

EARN UP TO $500 weekly assembling 
angel pins at home. No experience re-
quired. 817-230-4879, 
www.angelpin.net

SECRET SHOPPERS NEEDED - For Store 
Evaluations. Get paid to shop and rate 
local stores, restaurants and theatres. 
Flexible hours, training provided. 
1-800-585-9024, ext. 6750.

For Sale
200 GALLON fish tank with pumps 
and a huge base just reupholstered in 
black.
$800.00.
Mike 310-989-9444

FREE MAGIC Poster. Space Images, 
Stars, Galaxies appear only at night. 
Stars  twinkle and glimmer. Galactic Il-
lusion. www.CosmicCathedrals.com

LIFE Fitness Elliptical Cross-Trainer 
Paid $4000.00 New will sacrifice 
$1600.00
Like new barely used. Contact Mike 
@ 310-989-9444

NO MORE SPEEDING TICKETS. Invisible 
to RADAR - Legal Phazer Laser. Free 30 
days. Call 1-877-474-1056

SPA/HOT TUB 2008 Model. Neck Jets. 
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used. 
Can deliver. Worth $5950, sell for 
$1950 (310) 479-3054

SURFBOARD MC Coy 7'4" Gun first 
$200.00 takes it.  Contact Mike @ 
310-989-9444

Electronics
REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL - Get a 
4-room, all-digital satellite system in-
stalled for FREE and programming 
starting under $20. Free Digital Video 
Recorders to new clients. So call now, 
1-800-795-3579.

Computers
A NEW COMPUTER NOW. Brand new 
PC-LAPTOP. Bad or NO credit - OK. Low 
payments 1-800-624-1557.

BRAND NEW COMPUTER. BAD or NO 
Credit. No problem. Brand Name lap-
tops & desktops. Smallest weekly pay-
ments available. It's yours NOW. 
800-932-4501

DELL LAPTOPS and VIZIO HDTVs, NO 
CREDIT CHECK, NO GIMMICKS, Guaran-
teed approval. Low payments. 
800-376-9763

Pets

AKC LONG HAIR CHIHUAHUAS
14month fawn female, $1200 and fe-
male puppy absolutely adorable, show 
potential, $1500. (503)760-9797.

Mattresses
MEMORY FOAM Thera-Peutic NASA Mat-
tress: Q-$399, K-$499. Free Delivery. 
Warranty. 1-888-287-5337. (60 night 
trial) www.mattressdr.com

Education
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! Fast, afford-
able, accredited. FREE brochure. Call 
now! 1-800-532-6546, ext. 532 
www.continentalacademy.com

HIGH SCHOOL Diploma! Graduate in 4 
weeks! CALL TOLL FREE NOW! 
1-866-308-2165, Ext.503 www.south-
easternHS.com

Wanted
WANTED! OLD GIBSON LES PAUL GUI-
TARS! Especially 1950's models! 
Fender, Gibson, Martin, Gretsch, D'An-
gelico, Rickenbacker, Stromberg, Ephi-
phone. (1900- 1970's) TOP DOLLAR 
PAID! Old FENDER AMPS! It's easy. Call 
toll free 1-866-433-8277 CALL TODAY.

Employment Wanted
TRAINED OPERA SINGER

for parties and occasions. Will sing Jol-
son and popular songs. Call Gabe 
310-392-6501

For Rent
12610 CASWELL ave.unit 4, 1bdrm/1ba 
$1125. Lower, stove, fridge, carpet, 
blinds, parking, laundry, no pets. $300 
off move-in (310)578-7512 
www.jkwproperties.com

For Rent
3623 KEYSTONE ave. unit 7, $825 
bachelor, upper, fridge, micro, carpet, 
blinds, utilities include. $200 off 
move-in Laundry, parking, no pets. 
(310)578-7512 jkwproperties.com

501 N. Venice unit 16, single, $1125 
stove, fridge, carpet, utilities included, 
laundry, parking, no pets. 
(310)574-6767 www.jkwproperties.com

Room and Board
401 Montana Avenue

Your home away from home.
Daily meals, laundry, housekeeping,
utilities, and cable. 1 Bdrm, 1 Bath +
Full Kitchen. Seniors and all ages wel-
come. Ask about 1 month of free rent.

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
$2,500/MO
(310) 245-9436

BEAUTIFUL
MONTANA GARDENS

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310) 869-7901

1120 6th St. 2bd/1ba $1995
1214 Idaho 1bd/1ba $1695

PLEASE Visit our website 
for complete 
listings at:

www.howardmanagement.com

LADERA HEIGHTS single 4820 Slauson 
unit 9, $715. upper, fridge, stove, car-
pet, on-site laundry, parking, no pets. 
(323)290-1699 www.jkwproperties.com

MAR VISTA $1600 spacious two 
bdrm/2bath lower. Patio. Parking. 
Stove, refrigerator, intercom entry, car-
pet, blinds, no pets. Centinela, near 
Palms. (310)456-5659

MAR VISTA, 11621 Braddock Dr. unit 9, 
2bdrm. 1.5 bath, $1400, townhouse 
style, stove, carpt, w/d hookup, patio, 
gated parking, carpet, intercom entry, 
no pets. (310)967-4471 
www.jkwproperties.com

VENICE, 2+1 616 Sunset ave. unit d, 
upper, stove, friedge, granite counter 
tops, tile and bamboo flooring, balcony, 
gated parking, dog ok. $1950. 
(310)578-7512 www.jkwproperties.com

WLA  $2295, 2+2 unobstructed ocean 
view/ sunsets, top of hill, private sun-
deck, newly redeco, clean and quiet, 
(310)390-4610

Apartment Wanted
SEEKING FURNISHED 1bdrm apartment 
in SM for 6 months starting June 1st. 1 
parking space.
Charles (408) 252-3530 
glenties8@yahoo.com

SEEKING SMALL guest house or apart-
ment near Westside/UCLA/ Santa Mon-
ica, reasonable rent, by May 15. Please 
call Eva, 310-474-5905 after 3PM. 

Host Families
HOST INTERNATIONAL Students! 
Gain New Perspective, Share American 
Culture & Language
Kaplan Aspect Host Family Program of-
fers $700 monthly stipend and competi-
tive referral bonuses.
You must live within one hour of West-
wood (via public transit) & English 
must be your primary language.
Our friendly staff will provide training 
and support during your hosting experi-
ence.
Join our growing International family! 
(310) 717-5871

Commercial Lease

HIGH EXPOSURE ground floor retail 
space in Santa Monica. Approx. 600 
sq.ft. with large storefront window. 15 
ft exposed beam ceilings, exposed 
brick walls.
Tenant is responsible for utilities (ap-
prox 250/mo). Available for move-in 
in 30 days. Available to view immedi-
ately. Sublease.
The space is between Fred Segal and 
the Third Street Promenade. Next to 
independent retailers, Vans, Active, 
Benihana, Border Grille, two large 
parking structures.
Term: through July 2011. Please call 
310-922-4060 
for more details.

SANTA MONICA 127 Broadway. 
100-400 sq. ft. 
MDR 13322 Washington 500-1900 sq. 
ft. office space for lease. 
PAR Commercial 
(310)395-2663.xt.112

Real Estate
HOMES FROM $10,000! Foreclosures for 
sale! 1-4 bedrooms available! For list-
ings call 800-706-1762 ext.6887

TENNESSEE MOUNTAIN ACREAGE. 2 acre 
beautiful homesite. Million $ view!  Se-
cluded, utilities, overlooking Tennessee 
River, close to Marina, Schools, Shop-
ping! $49,900, low down, owner financ-
ing! 330-699-1585.

TEXAS LAND LIQUIDATION! 20-acres 
Near Booming El Paso. Good road ac-
cess. ONLY $14,900, $200/down, $145 
per mo. Money Back Guarantee. No 
credit checks. 1-800-755-8953, 
www.sunsetranches.com

VACATION RENTALS Adirondack Lake-
front Cabin! May special! Boat, great 
fishing, hiking, fireplace, 4/days- $395! 
Weeks available, 
www.shelteredlakes.com, or call 
727-937-0712

NC MOUNTAINS. Log cabin shell on 2.2 
wooded acres, $99,900. 6 acres w/in-
credible mountain views, only $69,900. 
FREE BROCHURE 1-828-652-8700

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737
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Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

Shop our easy-to-use directory  for services of every kind. 

Post your serv ices by call ing today !

Prepay your ad today! 458-7737(310)

RUN YOUR
PERSONALS HERE
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Real Estate

Condos for Sale
SANTA MONICA North of Wilshire Condo. 
2 BR. 1.75 BA. Sale by owner. 
www.2021california22.com.
(310)828-5152

Automotive
$500 POLICE IMPOUNDS. Cars / Trucks 
from $500!  For listings 
1-800-706-1759 x 6445.

$500! POLICE IMPOUNDS! Cars from 
$500! Hondas, Chevys & More! For List-
ings call 800-706-1759 ext.6211

HONDAS FROM $500! Police Impounds 
for sale! Many makes/models available. 
For listings call  1-800-706-1759 x 
6461

WANTED JAPANESE MOTORCYCLES KA-
WASAKI,1970-1980, Z1-900, KZ900, 
KZ1000, H2-750, H1-500, S1-250, 
S2-250, S2-350, S3-400. CASH PAID. 
1-800-772-1142. 1-310-721-0726.

Business Opps
ABSOLUTELY ALL Cash! Do you earn 
$800/day? Vending route. 30 machines 
+ candy. $9,995. 1-800-807-6485. 
(Void/SD,CT,MD)

FREE CASH GRANTS/PROGRAMS! $700 - 
$800,000++ **2008** NEVER REPAY! 
Personal/Medical Bills, Business, 
School/House. Almost Everyone quali-
fies! Live Operators! AVOID DEADLINES! 
Listings, 1-800-270-1213, Ext. 279

NOW HIRING HOME TYPISTS. $5000 
guaranteed in 30 days. Apply online: 
www.Job861.com

Health/Beauty
VIAGRA/CIALIS, VIAGRA/CIALIS. 40 for 
$99.00; 40 for $99.00.  www.WE-
SAVEONDRUGS.COM 888-942-2262. 

Health/Beauty

COMMUNITY WEIGHTLOSS
CHALLENGE! WIN CA$H PRIZES!
Weekly meetings to track weightloss, 
nutrition classes and one-on-one per-
sonal coaching. Only $29 to partici-
pate! Contact KKHealthAndWell-
ness@gmail.com for more informtion.

Financial
$$$ACCESS LAWSUIT CASH NOW!! In-
jury Lawsuit dragging? Need $500 - 
$500,000++ within 48 hours? Call 
1-877-386-3692, www.casepay.com

BURIED IN CREDIT CARD DEBT. We can 
save you thousands & lower your 
monthly payments! Call the Debt Relief 
Hotline for your FREE consultation. 
800-399-2410.

CONSOLIDATE BILLS. Good/Bad Credit 
Welcome. $2500-$200,000. No applica-
tion fees. Save Money Now! Solutions 
for all your financial needs. 
1-866-677-2455. www.PaylessSolu-
tions.com

DO YOU OWE the IRS more than 
$10,000? Our aggressive IRS negotia-
tions save clients MILLIONS of dollars. 
NATIONS TAX RELIEF - A less taxing life! 
8 0 0 - 8 9 7 - 7 4 1 7 :
www.nationstaxrelief.com

ERASE BAD CREDIT. See dramatic re-
sults in 60 days! Call now for Free Con-
sultation. 1-866-916-8449.

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your body, 
mind, spirit.  Therapeutic bodywork/en-
ergy healing. Strictly non-sexual. Intro-
ductory specials $68.00. Lynda, L.M.T. 
(310) 749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and tender 
relaxing body work by mature Europen. 
Very Professional, Sonja 
(310) 397-0433.

Personals

��
Talk to a Model

24HRS.
310-424-5787

Cust. Asst.:
949-999-5900

$10–17 for 15 min.
Credit/Debitt cards/Checkss byy Phone

www.USLove.com

Vehicles for sale

ELECTRIC CAR Santa Monica Street 
Legal 2007 Barely used Perfect condi-
tion, Silver Metallic, Looks like H3 
Hummer fully loaded. Paid $15,000 
will sacrifice $9950.00   Contact Mike 
@ 310-989-9444

Services

BILL WALTER - LOCKSMITH
Residential & Commercial

License # LCO-4438
Emergency Service 24/7

(310) 396-7784

FREE
1ST VISIT

� Expert Psychotherapist
and Life Coach

� For young adults 
(18-39)

� 20 Years of Experience

Roxy DeCou
LCSW BCD

Sliding scale
Insurance Accepted

Lcs # 8622

Call (310) 456-6197

Nannies
SOUTHBAY NANNIES

Now accepting families and nannies. 
(310)985-4399. www.sbnannies.com

Eldercare

EXECUTIVE HOME 
------CARE------

ELDERCARE
IN-HOME 

SPECIALISTS
• Caregivers
• Companions
• CNA/HHA
• LIVE-IN/ LIVE-OUT

310.859.0440
"CARE YOU CAN COUNT ON"

Bonded • Insured
Licensed-Fully Screened

AAA RATEDMEMBER

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED BUSINESS

Services

Gen. Contracting

A/C 
CONSTRUCTION

General Construction
Commercial & Residential

Remodel & Add ons
Honest.  Reliable.

FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

Handyman

WEST SIDE
HANDYMAN

(310) 409-3244
Call the House Healer

All
Repairs-

Carpentry- Painting-
Plastering- Electrical

Termite & Dry
Rot Repair

Not a
Licensed

Contractor

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
SPECIALISTS IN ALL 

DAMAGE REPAIR

Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

LIC# 888736
“HOME SWEET HOME”

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

Therapy

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILLL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

(310)) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Go Green.
Hire locals. It cuts down
on commuting, traffic

and smog.

Find them
in the 

Santa Monica Daily Press
classifieds.

Call today to learn about
our local hiring packages.

310-458-7737
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