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SUPER LOTTO PLUS
25-35-40-45-47
Meganumber: 3
Jackpot: $63 million

FANTASY 5
5,7,17,24, 36
DAILY 3
Afternoon picks: 5, 9, 2
Evening picks: 4, 6,5
DAILY DERBY
1st Place: 2, Lucky Star
2nd Place: 4, Big Ben
3rd Place: 9, Winning Spirit
Race Time: 1:43.24

NEWS OF
L THE WEIRD
’ by Chuck Shepard

In February, free-lance photogra-
pher Robert Levin filed a $50
million lawsuit against the Waste
Management company for the
injuries (including brain damage)
he suffered while trying to take
photographs at New York City's
Ground Zero in December 2001.
Levin had surreptitiously climbed
atop one of the company’s
garbage trucks to get a better
vantage point when the driver
pulled away, causing Levin to
fall, which Levin now says
showed Waste Management's
“failure to respect (my) rights as
a pedestrian.”
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“The more ancient

the abuse the
more sacred it is.”

- Voltaire
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When the music’s over

Sign, sign,
everywhere
there’s a sign

Santa Monica has plenty,
but many are deemed illegal

(This is the second installment of an ongoing
series about City Hall's sign ordinance).

(Top) A pair of competing designer resale clothing stores, located next to one another on
Wilshire Boulevard, promote their wares. The one on the left maintains its signs, while the other
was ordered by the city to remove its signage or face a possible $20,000 fine.

(Below, from left) Balloons vying for the public’s attention in front of the Printing Palace on
Wilshire Boulevard are illegal according to City Hall, as is the vagrant sleeping in the doorway
25 feet away. City Hall has recently beefed up its enforcement of sign violations.

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

Business owners who have illegal signs in
front of their stores can be fined by City Hall
as much as $25,000 per day until they comply
with the law.

If they refuse, businesses could face a max-
imum of $500,000 in fines. That is, of course,
if owners think keeping their signs up without
a permit is worth a half of a million dollars.

The head of City Hall’s building and safe-
ty department confirmed this week that his
staff is cracking down on Santa Monica busi-
nesses that adorn the outside of their stores
with illegal signs.

The concerted effort in enforcing the sign
code, which was handed down by the Santa
Monica City Council, has been occurring for
the past three months. Businesses who don’t
have City Hall’s stamp of approval were noti-
fied via letter in November of their non-com-
pliance. Since then, a team of building
inspectors has been roaming the streets of
Santa Monica looking for violations.

See SIGNS, page 6

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press

Environmentalists want ships to clean up acts

John Wood/Daily Press
A human-sized toilet in cruise-liner attire
stands with Jesse Littlewood of Oceana
on Wednesday. Environmental groups
called for cruise liners to do a better job
of cleaning waste before dumping it.

Treat it before you
flush it, they say

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

“It’s time to end the wake of shame
and protect the health of all Californians.”

SM BEACH — Dysentery,
=| pink eye, rashes, hepatitis, and
-J ear, nose and throat infections —
the biological reactions to pol-
luted ocean water can be severe.

Citing those effects, a group of
the beach
Wednesday to demand that cruise
liners do more to clean their waste
before dumping it overboard. The
large ships aren’t required to fol-
low the Clean Water Act and reg-
ularly discharge only mildly treat-

activists met on

ed sewage.

At least by Santa Monica Bay

— MOIRA CHAPIN
Organizer for Environment California

standards.

The Hyperion Treatment Plant
near LAX filters sewage to a
“secondary” level and pumps it
seven miles out to sea. Cruise lin-
ers, on the other hand, can dump
their sewage within four miles of
the shore after it undergoes a less-
er, “primary” cleaning.

“It’s time to end the wake of
shame and protect the health of

all Californians,” said Moira
Chapin, organizer for Environ-
ment California. Chapin was
joined at the podium by Craig
Shuman, scientist for Heal the
Bay, Mollie Culligan from the
Malibu Chapter of the Surfrider
Foundation and Jesse Littlewood,
organizer for Oceana, the group
that staged the event.

See POLLUTION, page 7
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Fantastic Sams’

“Come and see our NEW look”

"
1
| ADULT I COLOR |
: HAIRCUT 1  Shampoo & :
: Shampoo & : Quality Color :
1 Precision Cut I $ 1
i (o] o]
i $ 95 ! OFF i
1 1 . 1
1 Min. $39 & Up 1

Long Hair Extra |
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Santa Monica
2461D Santa Monica Blvd.
(Next to Sav-on Drugs)

310-453-5103
M-F: 9am-8pm Sat: 9am-6pm Sun: 10am-5pm

Sunset Grill

Mediterranean Twist

A Fantastic Spot for Breakfast

Sav-on
Drugs

26th St.

Santa Monica Blvd.

Our Breakfast is Great! DELIVERY
CREPES ¢ OMELETTES
GREAT SPECIALS CATERING
AVAILABLE for your office parties

*We Have Gourmet Cakes & Pies*

BREAKFAST m LUNCH m DINNER
Open from 7:30am - 9pm m Closed Sundays & Holidays

\1701 Ocean Park Blvd. in Santa Monica = 310—450—7546)

Specializing in Leasing
& Selling Office &
Industrial Buildings

NA' CAPITAL COMMERCIAL

SPECIALIZING IN LEASING & SELLING OFFICE
& INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS
310/440-8500 ext. 104

L
Christina S. Porter
Senior Associate

' PONTE VECCHIO

ITALIAN HOME & GARDEN FURNISHINGS

w

Mid-Century Venetian Glass
Tuscan Ceramics ® Chandeliers
Deruta Dinnerware ® Jewelry
Florentine Leather ® Antique Linens

702 MONTANA AVENUE IN SANTA MONICA
(310) 394-0989 * www.PonteV.com
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[The Daily Horoccope ic proudly sponcored by:
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BUILDING A BETTER BURGER

quns: M-TH:11AM-10PM FRI-SAT:11AM-11PM SUN:12PM-9PM
901 Ocean Park Blvd in Santa Monica ¢ 310.399.8383

N

Happy Birthday, Joe King!

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

%k kk-Dynamic *%k%k-Positive ***k-Average
*%*-So-so *-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

%%k %% You struggle for a new vision,
but somehow you get caught up in the humor and
goodness of the moment. Don’t judge yourself;
rather, enjoy the moment for what it offers. A
sudden insight or understanding could stop you
in your tracks. Tonight: Flip through a travel
brochure or two.

=3 TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

E# Xk k% * Dealing with others lends itself
to overindulgence and having a good time. Still,
a meeting or dealing with a friend could be
provocative and a real eye-opener. Think care-
fully about this revelation. Tonight: Where you
want to be.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

*% %% You might still be out of kilter,
but you haven’t lost your sense of humor. Flow
with an opportunity to lighten up and enjoy. A
boss could surprise you with his or her adapt-
ability. Get used to this behavior, as it will last
for a while. Tonight: Say “yes.”

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

* %% Pace yourself and think about what
needs to be done. Someone could toss a happy
boomerang in your path. Enjoy the moment.
Remember, life is for living as well as working.
A surprise call opens a door. Tonight: Get some
R and R.

£ LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

" k%% You might want to express your
playfulness, but a partner could misunderstand
you. Laugh and help ease this person through
this very serious period. You have a way of
bringing out the best in your friends. Encourage
lightness. Tonight: Where the gang is.

",j‘l VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

=S8 %% % Deal with personal matters first, as
they are likely to float in and out of your mind all
day. Check out what others seem to think is a good
idea. Learn to accept others’ foibles rather than

@empt to change them. Tonight: Make it easy.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

*% %% You might find associates pre-
occupied, with their hands full. Don’t try to dis-
tract those around you; rather, do what you can
by yourself. A call might be a bit extravagant or
overboard. Nothing is halfway right now.
Tonight: Be direct with a friend.

e SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

974 % %% Understand more of what is going
on behind the scenes with others. What is
revealed could be quite shocking, to say the very
least. Use caution with funds and avoid any risks
right now. You aren’t going to like the end
results. Tonight: Spruce up your wardrobe.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

k%% Verify what is going on with an
important associate, though you could be
shocked by his or her response. Not everything
is as calm as you would like it to be on the home
front. Fortunately, you adjust well. Tonight: It is
your pleasure. You decide.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

* %% Not all you hear is exactly fact. You
find someone close to be lively and unpre-
dictable. Understand what makes you happy, and
focus on that area. You can accomplish a lot,
both with work or a new health kick. Tonight:
Lie low.

-;!11'- AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

pimdy % %%k % Aim for more of what you want,
but please do not underestimate the cost of mak-
ing an important alliance. You discover that
unpredictability surrounds investments. Choose
to do nothing for now. Tonight: Allow a special
person to dote on you.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

%% %% You might spook someone by
your behavior and desire to be spontaneous and
free-wheeling. Think more about the implica-
tions of your actions, both at work and at home.
Express your caring through a card. Tonight: A

must appearance. j
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Hope springs Parisian on the Pier

By Daily Press staff

Later this month, you might get the feeling you’re in Paris. But really, it’ll be the
Santa Monica Pier.

The annual silent auction will be hosted by the nonprofit Westside Waldorf School on
Friday, April 23, from 7:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. at the carousel on the Santa Monica Pier. The
theme of this year’s auction is “Springtime in Paris.”

It’s the school’s largest community fundraising event and the auction features
$10,000 value vacation getaways in Europe, Asia and the Islands; precious jewels or the
newest robotic technology; critically acclaimed and collectible artwork by renown
artists; home-delivered gourmet meals; specialty/craftsman childrens’ furniture; astrolo-
gy readings; bodywork sessions; private yoga and pilates classes; concert tickets and
many other offerings. The auction is still accepting top-quality goods and services to be
added to the auction line-up.

Whatever your thing — scoring premium seats to a Lakers game, a private plane ride,
a session with the hippest, hottest tattoo artist, going home with a guitar autographed by
a rock ’n’ roll legend, or an in-depth consultation on your latest screenplay by a true
Hollywood player — organizers say there’s something for everyone, including a whim-
sical carousel ride or two.

There will be wine and champagne, hors d’oeuvres, and a decadent dessert tasting,
featuring treats from many of the Westside’s top restaurateurs and patisseries. Dancing
and entertainment round out the evening’s festivities.

“What makes our auction special and different,” says organizer Beth Rubenstein, “are
our Waldorf-inspired handmade toys, dolls, gnomes, puppet-theater and other artful hand-
iworks. We also offer our famous class baskets filled with handmade and unique gifts. This
year, one class has made a quilt, bound to become an heirloom for some lucky family.”

Waldorf education — with 700 schools worldwide and more than 125 in North
America — is the fastest growing independent K-12 school movement in the world. The
first Waldorf school was established in Germany in 1919 by the Austrian philosopher
and educational reformer Rudolf Steiner (1861-1925). Steiner aimed to develop all the
human faculties — physical, emotional, intellectual, moral and spiritual. Many of the
initiatives that he began are thriving today in the fields of medicine, economics, agri-
culture and art.

The Westside Waldorf School was established in 1988 because a group of dedicated
teachers, parents and community members wanted to bring Waldorf education to the
westside of Los Angeles. Today, the school offers nursery, kindergarten, and elementary
grades one through six. Seventh grade will be added next year, and eighth grade the year
after until all grades have been established.

For further information about the auction or to purchase tickets, contact the school at
(310) 576-0788 or via e-mail at: info@wswaldorf.org.

Power moves: SMC students get national recognition

By Daily Press staff

It’s unusual for community college students to have their research projects published
in scientific publications, but four Santa Monica College students have done just that.
The students, who served summer internships at The Lawrence Berkeley National
Laboratory in Berkeley, had their research projects published in the Journal of
Undergraduate Research of the U.S. Department of Energy Office of Science.

Deepak Malhotra, who worked with Dr. William Stringfellow of the Lab’s Earth
Sciences Division and Center for Environmental Biotechnology, conducted research on
the biodegradation of MTBE, a toxic gasoline additive used to promote combustion effi-
ciency and reduce carbon monoxide emissions from automobiles.

Silja Haapanen did research analysis and study preparation of the low-energy back-
ground in the particle detector in the lab’s nuclear science division. Her mentor was Dr.
Kevin Lesko.

Gustavo Gonzalez did his research project in the nuclear science division focusing on
the 88-inch Cyclotron, home to the world’s most powerful gamma ray detector. He cen-
tered his research on modeling the external beamline optics into the Gammasphere.

Ruzan Shahinian’s project was to create a user-friendly input format for the comput-
er program COMIS, which calculates airflow and pollutant transport in buildings. Her
mentor was Phillip N. Price.

The mix of SW swell and leftover WNW energy con-
tinues to fade today. Look for most areas to drop into the Today the
knee- to waist-high range. .

OUTLOOK: Thursday morning will start off on the water Is:
slow side, but new WNW swell will be on the rise by the 0
afternoon and will eventually peak on Friday. By Friday
morning, many of the better exposed NW breaks in the
South Bay see solid head-high waves.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf
is doing today at your local break.

@ LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES

o= Morning Height ~ Evening Height Morning  Height Evening  Height
SATURDAY 840 1.0 NA  NA NA  NA NA  NA
SUNDAY 1025 08 NA  NA 1:02 441 NA  NA
MONDAY 11:29 04 11:.01 3.0 301 40 710 34
TUESDAY 1210 0.1 1152 26 433 42 712 37

WEDNESDAY NA  NA 1242 -0.1 532 46 722 39
THURSDAY 1228 20 109 -03 6:18 49 737 42
FRIDAY 1:03 15 1:35 -04 6:58 5.1 755 46

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

-
RCOC I |

OARD SHOP

12204 Venice Boulevard
Mar Vista, CA 90066
(310) 397-8300 TEL
(310) 397-8931 FAX

SURF « SNOW +« SKATE

boards ¢ wetsuits
swimwear
clothing ¢ accessories ‘

www.rockboardshop.com
info@rockerboardshop.com

The(£)Line

The Santa Monica City Council
recently passed a law forbidding the pub-
lic from smoking on the beach. Add this
to prohibitions against alcohol and dogs
on the beach, and some citizens are begin-
ning to feel as though an unreasonable
amount of their freedoms are being taken.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know,
“Do you think it is OK for smoking to
be prohibited on the beach in the

name of public health, or do you think
this unfairly violates the freedom of
Santa Monica’s citizens?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your
responses before Friday at 5 p.m. We’ll
print them in the weekend edition.
Please limit your comments to a minute
or less. It might help to think first about
the wording of your response.

Come See Why Our Customers Say
It’s So Much Fun Shopping Here!

‘We offer an incredible
selection of gourmet foods
from around the world.

MﬁRKET

1800A Abbot Kinney Blvd., Venice
One block south of Venice Blvd.

310/305-9800

PROBLEMS?

IRS

429 Santa

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

Monica Blvd. Ste. 710

Santa Monica 90401
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OPINION

Dems will need to do more than swing into action

HERE’S THE
THING

By Lara M. Brown, Ph.D.

The veepstakes are here. Competition
is heating up. Recent reports suggest that
Sen. John Kerry may choose his running
mate as early as the first of May — over
two months before the Democratic
National Convention.

According to The New York Times,
North Carolina Sen. John Edwards,
Missouri Representative Dick Gephardt,
Iowa Governor Tom Vilsack and New
Mexico Governor Bill Richardson have
each been interviewed and all are being
seriously considered.

Conventional wisdom has it that the
vice presidential pick should provide bal-
ance to the ticket (regional background,
policy expertise, etc.), or at least should
help the nominee win a state that he
wouldn’t likely pick up on his own. This
year, the calculus should be different.
Kerry should consider two factors of
greater strategic import for both his elec-
tion and the Democratic Party: Money
and the Senate.

By money, 1 don’t mean fundraising
prowess. Whoever is chosen will need to
help with Democratic fundraising. That

goes without saying. I mean Republican
spending.

Democrats, if they have any shot at win-
ning, must force the Republicans to spend
money in the South. Why? Because the
Republicans have so much money that if
they only have to spend their resources in
the swing states, the Democrats will lose.

President Bush didn’t have a primary
challenger, and has amassed over $180
million dollars for his campaign to spend
during the next four months. Republicans
are holding their nominating convention
in late August, which means that they’ll
receive $75 million in public financing
about one month after the Democrats,
allowing them to concentrate their spend-
ing in the last 60 days of the campaign.
The Republican National Committee has
been more successful than the Democratic
National Committee at fundraising “hard”
money — individual contributions under
$25,000. As of March 31, the RNC had
$54 million cash on hand, while the DNC
had $26 million. These “hard” dollars are
critical because, unlike “soft” money or
PAC money, they can be spent on directly
assisting the nominee, rather than on “get-
out-the-vote” efforts or issue advocacy.

There also are five Southern
Democratic senators who are retiring and
leaving open seats. If Kerry’s campaign
abandons the South, it would be to the
detriment of Democrats across America.
The Republicans would likely pick up

What a difference a day

NEWS
on the
EDGE

By Ron Scott Smith

Thursday, April 8, 2004 ...
way it might have been:

W U2 is blasting from 22-year-old Pvt.
Brandon L. Davis’ car radio. “It’s A
Beautiful Day,” and he’s living it. He
grudgingly shells out the $1.19-per-gallon
at the Arco down the street from his apart-
ment in Cumberland, Md. It could be bet-
ter, he thinks, but he’s feeling Bono and
it’s all good.

Tank full, he drives off to work this
morning — after doing his mandatory
weekend in the Army Reserves — to a job
in the booming alternative energy sector, a
job that is secure, that pays him a decent
salary, with health care benefits that no
one feels were shoved down anybody’s
throat, as America finally accedes to the
simple notion that everybody’s good
health is in everybody’s best interest.
He’ll take the stroller when he gets home
later, with his infant son in it, to the park
for a walk, along with his young wife.

At work, his first task is to fax important
documents to company headquarters at the
World Trade Center in New York, way up in

the

the sky, on the 98th floor of the south tower.
He reminds himself that he’s promised to
take the family up to the “Big Apple” soon
for a tour of the magnificent twin towers.
America is alive and bustling with creative
and productive energy, a guiding light of
sorts for others around the globe.

B With the recent sea-change in the
nation’s energy policy — a bold initiative
to move into alternative power sources
like hydrogen and solar — dependence on
foreign oil is at an all-time low. No longer
needed there for any discernible reason,
American armed forces have been with-
drawn from Mecca, Saudi Arabia.

M So the man named bin Laden, though
continuing to lead the underground radical
terrorist group known as al-Qaida, has
been somewhat de-fanged. The world is on
to him, and is bonded together to keep him
and his minions in check. In fact, he seems
to be having trouble identifying a super-
villain to take his wrath out on. According
to the latest readings by revamped world-
wide intelligence organizations, new
recruits to his proposed Jihad have dwin-
dled to near-nothing.

B Enemies are out of sight and out of
mind. The evil despot ruling the trouble-
some nation of Iraq is barely a threat,
totally contained and in failing health, as
an international coalition continues to
enforce a no-fly zone over his country,
and U.N. inspectors remain hunkered
down throughout, making certain that
none of his deadly weapons of mass

those seats, meaning that Democrats
would not be able to stop Republican poli-
cies because the majority in the Senate
would be beyond the reach of a filibuster
(60 votes). Should Bush then win reelec-
tion and all three branches of government
(executive, legislative and judicial)
remain under Republican control, it is
quite possible that the Democrats would
find themselves in an even worse situation
than they have been in for the past few
years — very nearly powerless.

HERE’S THE THING:

Democrats need to face facts. The bat-
tle is not for the hearts and minds of liber-
als who voted for Ralph Nader in the last
election, or for loyal Democrats. Dem-
ocrats don’t need to “excite the base.” The
base is excited.

In fact, it is livid. The base has been
this way since the last election, when Al
Gore lost because of one vote on the U.S.
Supreme Court. It has stayed riled up for
three years because Bush has governed
with a mandate he never had. The base
will turn out.

If Democrats are going to win this elec-
tion, then they need to take the fight to
Bush. They shouldn’t just focus on the
Midwestern swing states like Ohio,
Missouri and Iowa — they should make
the race bigger. They need to make Bush
battle in the states that he should win. They
should force him to fight for the South.

The Democrats should make a play for
states like Louisiana, which has two
Democratic senators and a Democratic
governor, or Arkansas, which has two
Democratic senators and went for Bill
Clinton in both 1992 and ’96, along with
Florida.

The easiest way to do this is for Kerry
to pick a Southern running mate, and send
him on a tour of the South to raise money
and “echo” his message.

While North Carolinians have had a
tough year — the Panthers lost the Super
Bowl to the Patriots and Duke lost in the
Final Four to the University of Connect-
icut— Sen. Edwards may be the best pick
to ensure that the Democrats are competi-
tive in the swing states, not because he
will pull one of them into the Kerry col-
umn, but because he will stop the
Republicans from taking all of them.
Sometimes, the best offensive strategy is a
defensive one.

Democrats would do well to remember
that this year hasn’t been a complete
Northern sweep — LSU did win the
Bowl Championship Series — and Bush
is from Texas.

(Lara M. Brown, Ph.D., is a visiting
scholar at UCLA's Institute for Social
Science Research and she served on Sen.
John Edwards National Finance Council
for his presidential campaign. She can be
reached at larambrown@aol.com)

makes ... and 538 votes

destruction would ever see the light of
day, even if he happened to have them.

M The reform movement in Iran is alive
and well, as young dissidents continue
their revolutionary movement away from
the grossly backward fundamentalist reli-
gious rule that would keep their women
clothed in long, blue, sexless robes.

M Palestine revels in statehood, having
at long last come to compromise and peace
with Israel, under the relentless prodding
and guidance of a U.S. leadership that
never stopped believing. Suicide bombing
missions in the Middle East appear to be
going the way of the dinosaur.

W Nations of planet Earth are acting in
unprecedented harmony. The Kyoto
Protocol to stem the rising tide of global
warming was signed in unanimity by
every attending nation, even the United
States of America. An international mili-
tary court has been created to hand out
justice for all with respect to actions taken
by the mighty against the weak wherever
it may happen. The United Nations is
flourishing, with even the “rogue” nations
falling in, lining up at the door to apply
for admission. When trouble rears its head
anywhere, these are the forces sent to
keep the peace, not just young Americans.

Thursday, April 8, 2004 ... the
way it is:

M He will not take his son for a stroll in
the park tonight. When Pvt. Brandon L.
Davis came home from work, it was in a

casket draped with an American flag. He
was killed along with four other soldiers
when an improvised explosive device hit
their armored personnel carrier in
Habbaniyah, Iraq, on March 31, while
they attempted to quell an uprising of
fiercely proud citizens of American-occu-
pied Iraq. It’s a little over a year since the
overwhelming military conquest of that
sovereign nation was officially named
“Shock and Awe.”

B Bin Laden’s al-Qaida flourishes
beyond his own most twisted and wildest
dreams. The clash between Palestine and
Israel is ratcheted up to its deadliest level
of volatility ever. Iran embraces funda-
mentalist rule even more tightly. There is
no hint of a move toward alternative ener-
gy sources, so the price of gasoline sits at
record highs and climbs on. There is no
Kyoto Protocol on global warming. There
is no international military court. The
United Nations has been disdained and
rendered impotent. Many of America’s
sick cannot afford to go to a doctor. And
the twin towers are a ghost haunting the
New York skyline. That’s the way it is.

B The way it might have been, with a
thorough recount of the Florida vote, is
anybody’s guess. There are 8 million sto-
ries in the naked country. This has been
one of them.

(Ron Scott Smith has a lot of stories
and many of them are not pretty. E-mail
him at Edgeofithewest@aol.com,).

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-
available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author s name and
telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are sub-
Ject to editing for space and content.

YOUR OPINION MATTERS!

Send your letters to Santa Monica Daily Press Attn. Editor:

1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202 Santa Monica ¢ 90401 ¢ sack@smdp.com
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Point of interest: You can always go home again

generally much lower than interest on | adjustable rate of interest that fluctuates | you are using more expensive credit —

IT"S YOUR other types of loans. Interest paid on both | with the prime rate or similar index. charge cards, and other, higher-interest

= . types of home equity loans may be tax loans — you may significantly reduce
= BUSINESS deductible, which can further reduce your HOM]; EQUITY LOAN your finance expense by consolidating
| . cost of financing. You should, of course, | A home equity loan lets you finance a | your loans into a home equity loan or line

By John Kim always consult a tax advisor for guidance. | single, often larger purchase. It’s an | of credit. And, the possible added advan-

installment loan — a lump sum of money | tage of deducting the interest you pay may

Many of today’s homeowners have a
very valuable financial asset: The equity
they have built in their homes. Equity is
defined as the difference between a home’s
current appraised value and any outstand-
ing mortgage loan on the property.
Combined, U.S. homeowners hold approx-
imately $4 trillion in home equity, accord-
ing to the Federal Reserve Bank System.

The equity in a home can be a valuable
resource if you are a homeowner who is
looking for an economic way to borrow.
There are two ways to accomplish this, a
home equity loan or an equity line of cred-
it. Both allow you to borrow up to a given

That said, there are some important dif-
ferences between a line of credit and a
loan. Probably the most important differ-
ence is flexibility. The choice of which
type of loan is best for you often depends
on how you plan to use the money.

HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT

A home equity line of credit allows you
to finance multiple expenses over a num-
ber of years without having to reapply for
a loan each time you borrow. Many of
these loans are tied to a special checking
account, or even a credit card making it
easy for you to finance a series of pur-
chases such as those required for home
improvement projects, education expens-
es and weddings. Lines of credit are

is borrowed at closing and repaid over a
given number of years. The term of the
loan, or the length of time you have to
repay it, generally depends on the amount
borrowed. Most loans have 10- or 20-year
repayment periods, but loan terms can
range from five to 30 years. Depending on
the lender, you may find both fixed and
variable-rate home equity loans. If it’s a
fixed-rate loan, the most common type,
your monthly payments stay constant
throughout the life of the loan.

If you have equity in your home, and

4

%Santa Monica TObacco Fine Cigars & Cigarettes |

save you even more.

(John S. Kim is a financial consultant
with Smith Barney in Beverly Hills. Call
(310) 205-4939 or visit www.fc.smithbar-
ney.com/jkim. This article is based, in
whole or in part, on information provided
by the credit and lending services depart-
ment of Smith Barney. Smith Barney does
not give tax advice. Please consult a tax
advisor for guidance. Smith Barney is a
division and service mark of Citigroup
Global Markets Inc. Member SIPC).
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those for a first mortgage. Interest on
home equity loans and lines of credit is

est beginning with the first payment.
These loans typically feature a variable or
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Jewelery repairs while you wait
Let us restyle your jewelry

Leonel Zepeda
jeweler
over 20 years experience

1457 4TH STREET AT BROADWAY
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AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

Lic#743969

12423 WILSHIRE BLVD. IN SANTA MONICA ¢ 310-820-8446

**Nextel also imposes a Federal Programs f Cost Recovery (FPCR) fee of $1 55 u or $2.83.. The FPCR is not a tax or government required charge. The fee is charged for one u more of the following: E911., number pooling and wireless portability.

OPEN A SECOND LINE OF COMMUNICATION.

Trade up to Nextel. Bring your number and get more done.

NATIONAL TEAM SHARE PLAN

400 anytime cellular minutes. 250 walkie-talkie minutes.
Unlimited nights and weekends. Long distance included.

53999

per month. Other monthly charges apply. See below**

Add a second line and receive an extra.
250 walkie-talkie minutes each month.

*20...

SAVE $100 ON TWO i530S with maitin rebate

Offers expire March 31 2004. Requires one-or two-year service agreement and credit approval. $200 early termination fee applies, after 15-day tral period (conditions apply). Setup fee of $35 per phone, up to $70 max per account applies, $50 Mail-in Rebate:
Expires March 31, 2004. Available while supplies last. Requires two-year service agreement. Allow 10-12 weeks after phone purchase, activation and mailing in of a complete and valid rebate form to receive rebate. Limit one rebate per phone purchase.. May
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‘Add-on Plan cannot be purchased as a stand alone plan. Nextel Direct Connect overage is S0.15/min. Group Connect are calculated by multipying the minutes of use, number of participants, and the applicable rate. Group Connect can only work with members
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9:00pm to 7:00am. Weekends begin Fri. at 9:00pm and end Mon. at 7:00am. Up to $0.15 per sent or received text message depending on message type. Aditional charges may apply and may vary by market, including state and federal taxes a Universal
Service Assessment of either 1.087% or 125% in some states a Gross Receipt Recovery Fee of 1.4% to 5%, TRS charge of approx. .07% and a state-required E911 fee. Other Terms: Nextel reserves the right to modify or terminate these offers at any time.
Offers may not be available in all markets. Other conditions may apply. Read service agreement for details. Wireless Number Portability s not available in allarea or all numbers. Because number portabiliy requires the cooperation of multile com-

panies, the amount of ime it takes to transfer your number(s) will vary. Nextel etwork serves 293 of the top 300 markets. 2004 Nextel Communicatons,nc. NEXTEL, NEXTEL. DONE. PUSH TO TALK, IRECT CONNECT, GROLP
CONNECT, NATIONWIDE DIRECT CONNECT and the Driver Safety logo are service marks, trademarks, andjor registered trademarks owned by Nextel Communication, Inc. MOTOROLA and the Stylized M Logo are registered in the US Patent & . %
Trademark office. All other products and service names are products of their respective owners. Al rights reserved L
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Word on the street: City Hall

SIGNS, from page 1

They have found many. On Wilshire Boulevard alone,
several businesses have been forced to remove their signs
in the past few weeks.

One of them was Great Labels, a resale designer cloth- [ -

ing shop for women at 1126 Wilshire Blvd. Owner
Andrea Waters said she removed the signs two weeks ago
after inspectors in March gave her one last chance to
comply. However, on Monday, Waters received a hand-
delivered letter from the City Attorney’s Office inform-
ing her that she is facing $20,000 in fines — $200 a day
for 100 days of non-compliance. An administrative hear-
ing is set for later this month.

While it’s unlikely Waters will have to pay a dime,
City Hall’s mission is accomplished — the threat was
enough to prompt the proprietor to take down her signs,
signs which she says are crucial for advertising to the
public what she is selling.

“Fines are that hefty to be a deterrent,” said Tim
McCormick, the head of the building and safety depart-
ment, adding about 85 percent of violators who have
been notified end up complying before it gets to the
administrative hearing phase. “They immediately com-
ply usually if they know we are going to follow through.
It becomes self-regulating.”

The signs at Great Labels were hung on a brick wall at
the entrance of Waters’ shop. The number of signs and
their sizes must conform to the code, which is based on a
complex set of criteria that includes the amount of square
footage in the storefront. Waters’ signs were found to be
too large and too many in number based on her square
footage.

Other signs that are prohibited include rooftop, free-
standing pole signs and sandwich boards, among others.

Waters, who is vacationing out of town this week, told
the Daily Press on Friday that she feels City Hall’s prior-
ities are misdirected. Not only does she feel that the law
is arbitrarily enforced — there are numerous violators
throughout the city, even right next door to her — but
also that City Hall’s willingness to allow vagrants to
sleep and defecate in front of her business is a far worse
violation than signs promoting local businesses.

Waters isn’t alone. Many merchants — both those
who have been targeted for their signs and those who
have not — agree that City Hall’s focus on cleaning up
Santa Monica through its sign ordinance is the wrong
policy.

“You pay rent, you try to do the right thing as a busi-
ness and then they make it hard for you,” said one
Wilshire Boulevard store manager, who didn’t want to be
identified for fear of retaliation from City Hall. That par-
ticular business isn’t currently complying with the sign
ordinance. “They are anti-business and they create this
red tape to make more money.”

McCormick said his department’s code enforcement
efforts actually cost City Hall money.

“It’s a quality of life issue, not a money-making
issue,” he said, adding it costs between $700 and $800
just for an inspector to handle one case. Fines from code
enforcement don’t even account for 10 percent of the rev-
enues for the department, he said.

“We are losing money on code enforcement,”

is cracking down

A

YOI'R
OLL
HUMBER

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press

The Thai restaurant Toi (top left) on Wilshire Boulevard was ordered to remove its outdoor signs from its facade a few
weeks ago. Just one block east, at 11th Street, Farrah’s Florist (top right) adorns its entrance with balloons, techni-
cally a violation of City Hall’s sign ordinance. A few blocks to the east on Wilshire, the new Krispy Kreme doughnut
shop (bottom left) entices customers by utilizing a sandwich board, as does the nearby Cingular Wireless, which also
employs a large inflatable logo forbidden by law in Santa Monica.

McCormick said. “It’s not about the money.”

The 18-year-old sign ordinance hadn’t been enforced
for years. But in 2000, the City Council directed staff to
begin enforcing all prohibited signs. Businesses have two
options — either remove the illegal signs or get a permit
from City Hall and one of its commissions, the
Architectural Review Board.

Until recently, the building and safety department did-
n’t have enough staff to adequately enforce not only the
sign ordinance, but all codes within the city, McCormick
said. While there were only four staffers dedicated to
enforcement a few years ago, there are now 10 dedicated
to illegal signs.

“The city wasn’t in a place to enforce it at the time,”
said McCormick, adding that zoning officers also must
enforce a host of other codes that regulate all types of

“Everything has priorities.”

With more than 6,000 businesses in the city to check,
not everyone will be brought into compliance overnight.

“We try to make a concerted effort to not single any-
one out,” McCormick said. “But we only have so many
staff to handle it all ... we are very conscious about being
fair and even-handed.”

He wouldn’t specifically say where inspectors are
focusing on, but Lincoln and Wilshire boulevards, as
well as the southside of Santa Monica, have been recent
targets. Inspections are based on complaints from the
public and personal observations from building officials,
as well as City Councilmembers.

“We try to concentrate in highly visible areas,”
McCormick said, adding inspectors are taking one block
at a time. “We are just starting and we are committed to

RO
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Waste not, want not: Cruise liners ask for time

POLLUTION, from page 1

Cruise ships carry up to 5,000 people.
On average, each ship dumps 195,000
gallons of “gray” water, 13,000 gallons of
treated sewage and 2,200 gallons of oily
“bilge” water each day, according to the
International Council of Cruise Lines, the
trade association for the industry.

Michael Crye, president of the trade
association, said the United States Coast
Guard regularly checks all vessels and
holds the cruise liners to self-imposed reg-
ulations that require they dump all treated
sewage in international waters at least four
miles from shore. Crye said a team of sci-
entists is currently working on recommen-
dations to the industry, adding several lin-
ers are testing advanced systems.

At the Wednesday protest on Santa
Monica Beach, organizers pointed their
criticisms at Royal Caribbean, the second-
largest cruise liner in the world with 28
ships. Only three of its vessels, however,
are outfitted with advanced wastewater
treatment systems. Activists think the
company should take the lead and outfit
all of their ships. Company officials said
that takes time.

How much it costs to install the sys-
tems in unclear. Littlewood maintained
they cost about $2 million a piece.

“It’s not the sort of thing that you can just go out and
buy at K-Mart, put it in and say, ‘Hey, this does the job.””

— MICHAEL SHEEHAN
Spokesman, Royal Caribbean

Michael Sheehan, a spokesman for the
cruise liner, said they actually cost mil-
lions more, because different models have
to be tested and installed — a process
already underway.

“The whole industry announced in
December our plans to move to advanced
wastewater  purification  systems,”
Sheehan said Wednesday. “It’s not the sort
of thing that you can just go out and buy
at K-Mart, put it in and say, ‘Hey, this
does the job.””

Sheehan went on to say that Royal
Caribbean doesn’t discharge sewage
unless until it is at least 12 miles offshore
and traveling at six knots an hour or faster.
Dropping the sewage at that speed has
been shown in studies to have a negligible
effect on the environment, he added.

“This company — and the cruise
industry as a whole — has an extremely
strong self-interest in preserving the

Marc Owens
Reverse Mortgage Consultant
1-888-248-5473 Toll-Free

Reverse Mortgages for
Senior Homeowners*

* Refinance your home with no loan repayment for as long as you live there.
* Receive the loan proceeds in a lump sum, monthly installments or as a line of credit.

* Must be at least 62 years old. Call for more detailed program information. Wells Fargo Home Mortgage, Inc. originates mortgage
loans in New Hampshire under License No.5757 MB for first mortgages and License No.5768 MHL for second mortgage and is a
New Jersey Department of Banking Licensed Mortgage Banker. ©2003 Wells Fargo Home Mortgage, Inc. All Rights reserved.
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Weight? Bad Habit? Anxiety? Fear? Phobia?
Low Confidence? Chronic Pain? Stress?
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It’s Only A Phone Call Away!

John McGrail C.Ht.
Certified Hypnotherapist
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world’s oceans,” said Sheehan, who
accused Oceana of waging a misleading
campaign. “We derive our livelihoods
from them. If we don’t protect them, we
most assuredly will lose our jobs, our way

of life and our very quality of life. We are
not about to take that chance.”

Sheehan added that Royal Caribbean is
at the forefront of the environmental
movement among cruise liners and ques-
tioned why it’s been targeted. Littlewood
countered the cruise liner should set an
example for others, and pointed out that
they tout themselves as environmentally
friendly.

“They’ve refused to retrofit the rest of
their line,” he said. “They have the oppor-
tunity to really set the bar, to really set the
standard for environmental accountability.”
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Reverse Mortgages for
Senior Homeowners’

You’ve worked hard to own your home, now let it work for you!

¢ Receive Payments instead of making them
¢ Use money for home repairs, buying a car — whatever you choose!
* No repayment due until you sell or vacate your home.

Call Greg Dimich for free brochure: (800) 367-1779

* Must be at least 62 years old. Call for more detailed program information. Wells Fargo Home
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mortgages and License No.5768 MHL for first mortgage and is a New Jersey Department of
Banking Licensed Mortgage Banker.
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MASS IN THE GYMNASIUM
B:00am, 9:30am, 11:30am

MASS IN THE AUDITORIUM
9:45am and 11:45am
(Mo 5:30pm Mass on Easter Sunday)

T California Avenus ~ Sants Monica = (310) 393-9287
IFARONG WILL BE USET ED W DU OWN LOT O EASTER SUNDRY EXTRA FARKHO

ANALADLE AT CROWM PARNNG DM Iy STREET MEAR WILSHIRE DOULEVARD snd
EANTA MOWRC A COLLEGE MADESON CANPUS [SeUTTLE), 195 sndl SANTA MOHICA BLYTE T Do | pes.

J

STATE

Google eyes: Critics quick

to tear into e-

BY MICHAEL LIEDTKE

AP Business Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — Google Inc.
hails its new e-mail service as a break-
through in online communication, but
consumer watchdogs are attacking it as a
creepy invasion of privacy that threatens
to set a troubling precedent.

Although Google’s free “Gmail” serv-
ice isn’t even available yet, critics already
are pressuring the popular search engine
maker to drop its plans to electronically
scan e-mail content so it can distribute rel-
evant ads alongside incoming messages.

Privacy activists worry that Gmail will
comb through e-mail more intensively
than the filters widely used to weed out
potential viruses and spam.

Gmail opponents also want Google to
revise a policy that entitles the company
to retain copies of people’s incoming and
outgoing e-mail even after they close
their accounts.

The e-mail scanning, which Google
says will be handled exclusively by com-
puters, has raised the most alarms, partly
because it seeks to capitalize on messages
sent by people without Gmail accounts.

Google intends to deliver ads by ana-
lyzing what’s being discussed. For
instance, an e-mail from one friend to
another talking about an upcoming trip
might include links to hotels or airlines.

Gmail has a “definite creepiness factor,”
said Ari Schwartz, associate director of the
Center for Democracy and Technology.

Mountain View, Calif.-based Google
portrays the commercialization of e-mail
as a small trade-off for a service that will
give each user one gigabyte of storage —
up to 500 times more than other leading
free services — and provide a quicker,
cleaner way to search e-mailboxes. Most
e-mail messages opened on Gmail won’t
even contain ads, according to Google.

Nevertheless, critics say the free stor-
age — roughly the equivalent of 500,000
pages — isn’t worth compromising indi-
vidual privacy rights.

“Consumers really need to look this
gift horse in the mouth because it has rot-
ten teeth and bad breath,” said Beth
Givens, director of the Privacy Rights
Clearinghouse, a watchdog group.

The Gmail backlash has inspired
Orwellian comparisons likening Google
to Big Brother, a disturbing development
for a privately held company committed
to making money “without doing evil.”

“We are not going over to the dark
side,” said Wayne Rosing, Google’s vice
president of engineering. “Consumers can
expect us to treat their e-mail as private and
with a great deal of respect. I don’t think
we are doing anything unreasonable.”

Gmail apparently doesn’t bother

everyone. Without providing specifics,
Rosing said “hundreds of thousands” of
people have registered with Gmail.com
since Google announced the service last

mail service

week. The company is still testing Gmail
before offering it to the general public
later this year.

The enthusiastic response to Gmail
probably is being driven by the chance to
get so much e-mail storage space for free,
said Chris Hoofnagle, associate director for
the Electronic Privacy Information Center.

Hoofnagle estimates Google will pay
about $10 annually for each gigabyte of
storage the company gives away, a small
price to build an audience likely to be
prized by advertisers.

“We don’t use the data
collected on one service to
enhance another.”

— WAYNE ROSING
Google’s vice president of engineering

“It’s not a great deal. Individuals
would be throwing away the protections
of their communications for a few dol-
lars,” Hoofnagle said. “We don’t see this
as any different than letting a company
listen in on your phone conversations and
letting the Postal Service open your mail.”

Some parts of Gmail even could be
illegal, said Simon Davies, director of
Privacy International, a watchdog group
in London.

Google’s current Gmail policy advises
potential users that “residual copies of e-
mail may remain on our systems, even after
you have deleted them from your mailbox
or after the termination of your account.”

Vast data collection like that appears to
be a blatant violation of communication
protections in United Kingdom and possi-
bly elsewhere in Europe, Davies said.
Privacy International already has filed a
complaint against Gmail with United
Kingdom regulators.

“If millions of people have their com-
munication history kept on Google com-
puters,” Davies said, “then that store-
house becomes a very valuable source of
information for a range of unintended
consequences.”

Yahoo and Hotmail say they delete all
e-mail messages shortly after an account
is closed.

The watchdogs also worry that Gmail
could give Google a way to individually
identify the people using its search
engine, placing a name with the material
being sought.

Google already tracks most searches
conducted at its site by tagging users’ Web
browsers with a chunk of data known as a
“cookie.” Google users are able to remove
or block the cookie, although few do.

Rosing said there will be an informa-
tion firewall separating Google’s search
engine from Gmail.

“We don’t use the data collected on one
service,” he said, “to enhance another.”
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Anti-plagiarism tools have familiar ring to them

BY MAY WONG
AP Technology Writer

OAKLAND — White-collar copycats may be less
inclined to pilfer the well-chosen words of others now
that software designed to ferret out plagiarism is moving
out of academia and into the business world.

For years, educators at colleges and universities have
marshaled software tools to ensure that their students’
work is original.

Now, tainted by scandals or leery of the Internet’s
copy-enabling power, a growing number of newspapers,
law firms and other businesses are using data-sifting
tools that can cross-check billions of digital documents
and swiftly recognize patterns in just seconds.

Unlike Google and other search engines that find
matches to typed-in key words, an advanced plagiarism-
detection service such as iParadigms LLC’s makes a dig-
ital fingerprint of an entire document and compares it
against material on the Internet and in other sources,
including proprietary academic and media databases.

Even the U.N. Security Council has begun to protect
its credibility this way, using iParadigm’s technology
since last fall to ensure the originality of reports by its
researchers and freelance writers.

Oakland, Calif.-based iParadigms started in 1996 with
a computer program to help researchers at the University
of California, Berkeley inspect undergraduates’ papers.
Today, its Turnitin plagiarism-detector is used by about
2,500 high schools and colleges in the United States and
1,000 more abroad. It launched a commercial version,
iThenticate, in January.

Other plagiarism-detection providers, including Glatt
Plagiarism Services, MyDropBox LLC, and CFL
Software Development also report growing business out-
side the educational sector.

New clients include companies that produce instruc-
tion or training materials, attorneys searching for copy-
right violations, Web sites and police and military agen-
cies that check officers’ applications for promotions.

Few of these businesses are willing to talk about using
these tools. Many insist that the software makers shield
their identities and keep mum about any transgressions
that are exposed.

None of the plagiarism-catchers said their clients were
willing to be interviewed for this story. Fearing negative
publicity, most “don’t want other people to know they’re
using the service,” said Max Litvin, co-owner and inven-
tor of MyDropBox.

Last year, one publisher turned to iParadigms when it
investigated — and subsequently affirmed — rumors that
an accomplished textbook author had plagiarized other
sources. Sworn to secrecy, iParadigms president John
Barrie said he watched in disbelief as the publisher qui-
etly revised later editions, leaving the author’s reputation
intact.

“But I see a lot of plagiarism everyday,” Barrie said.
“Most authors, whether a student or professional author,
they think the odds of being found out are so remote that
they’ll play the odds and think they’re just fine.”

[Paradigms charges universities a $500 annual licens-
ing fee plus 60 cents per full-time student. Business cus-
tomers pay $1,000 a year and $10 for each page submit-
ted for screening. Newspapers face different charging
options based on word count or circulation.

A different program, WCopyfinder, was employed by
USA Today as it probed the work of its embattled former
reporter Jack Kelley. The free program compares strings
of words only from preselected documents.

IThenticate and MyDropBox, by contrast, are Web-
based tools. Users upload documents to the Web sites; the
services troll the Internet and other proprietary databases,
such as Lexis-Nexis or ProQuest, for any sign of unorig-
inal work; then they produce reports showing matches.
IThenticate also combs its archive of Internet pages,
which grows by 40 million pages a day.

Clearly, plagiarism is a growing problem. In a survey
of 30,000 undergraduates at 34 colleges, 37 percent
admitted committing cut-and-paste plagiarism using the
Internet, up from 10 percent in 1999. Only 20 percent of
their professors use plagiarism-detection tools, according
to the survey by Rutgers University professor Don
McCabe, founder of the Center for Academic Integrity.

Plagiarism detectors can be relatively cheap insurance
against intellectual property sins, but many businesses
and even educators remain reluctant to use them. Some

fear lawsuits if they accuse someone of cheating. And
deciding what amounts to actual plagiarism remains a
judgment call that humans must make, creators of the
software say.

“It’s merely a tool to guide the eye,” said Lou
Bloomfield, a University of Virginia physics professor
who created WCopyfinder in 2001 to check for plagia-
rism in student term papers.

[Paradigms software helped The Hartford Courant
conclude last month that Central Connecticut State
University’s president, Richard Judd, had committed pla-
giarism in an op-ed piece after an alert reader said it may
have lifted sentences from The New York Times.

The Connecticut newspaper tried an Internet keyword
search but without much success. [Paradigm’s software
later showed that the opinion piece included not only
material from the Times but also three other sources — at
least 11 percent of it appeared to be unoriginal.

The criticism upended the respected university admin-
istrator’s career — Judd, 66, announced on March 19 that
he will retire July 1.

The Courant doesn’t plan to routinely check every
story for plagiarism — just submissions for the editorial
page, says John Zakarian, editorial page editor. However,
the paper now has a fast and effective tool to use if a staff
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writer’s story is questioned, he says.

“We’ve come to rely more and more on the Internet,”
he said, “and it’s not humanly possible to verify every
sentence and word. I was amazed we have the wonders
of technology to help in that fashion.”

Other newspapers are reluctant to use the powerful
software.

At the Macon Telegraph, which fired a reporter for
plagiarism in March, editors are discussing how to pre-
vent a repeat occurrence — but such electronic tools
aren’t being considered, said managing editor Mike
McQueen.

“We, the editors, trust our writers deeply,” he said. “I
don’t think anybody here would want to challenge our
reporters to prove that they are not plagiarizing every-
thing they write. It’ll look like a witch hunt.”
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Cell outs: People toting phones to places of refuge

BY BECKY BOHRER
Associated Press Writer

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK,
Wyo. — It was a sunny spring day in
Yellowstone National Park, and tourist
Judy Brendalen paused for a midday
snack at a roadside picnic table. Close at
hand in her purse was her cell phone —
just in case.

“I think for emergency purposes, you
need it,” Brendalen, of Clearbrook, Minn.,
said as she relaxed, not even noticing a cell
phone antenna tower on a nearby ridge.

Cell phones have long been virtually
unavoidable on city streets and in shop-
ping malls. But they now are showing up
in some of the very places people go to
escape such things: national parks.

For park managers, this is a challenge.
Officials say they want to ensure public
safety and meet the needs of visitors. But
they also must protect park resources and
the visitor experience. There is no set pol-
icy on how to strike this balance, on what
role cell phones and the antenna towers

“It’'s possible you could come to a trail in Yellowstone and
see someone yacking on the phone to their stockbroker.”

— DENNIS MCKINNEY
Development director at PEER

they require should play in their parks.

Some conservationists worry that parks
run the risk of becoming too civilized,
even scarred by development.

“You have to keep in mind what the
purpose of a park is,” said Laura Loomis,
government affairs director with the
National Parks Conservation Association.
“There’s visitor enjoyment, but it shoud-
n’t be at the sacrifice of the resource. And
the resource includes the landscape.”

At least 15 national park units have one
or more cell towers within their bound-
aries, according to regional Park Service
offices, though they acknowledged the
number may be incomplete.

Also, many parks may receive cell cov-
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erage in some areas from towers outside
their boundaries. Park Service officials say
that, on a national level, they do not track the
number of cell fphone towers in the parks.

Permitting for telecommunications sites
is done at the local park level, where offi-
cials are supposed to study the potential
effects a proposal may have on such things
as the environment and view and provide
an opportunity for public comment, said
Lee Dickinson, special park uses program
manager with the Park Service.

“It’s important to keep the evaluation
on the park level because they understand
the park resource,” she said.

Some groups have questioned the
process through which such sites are
approved and say they would like to see
more open discussion.

One Yellowstone tower, near Old
Faithful, has been criticized as an eyesore
by groups such as the Public Employees
for Environmental Responsibility.

Among the concerns raised by PEER
about such development is the potential it
sees for the “death of solitude in national
parks.”

“It’s possible you could come to a trail
in Yellowstone and see someone yacking
on the phone to their stockbroker,” said
Dennis McKinney, development director
at PEER.

For Michael Scott, that kind of scene
detracts from every else’s enjoyment of
the park experience.

“Providing for the safety and enjoy-
ment of national parks is necessary to
address,” said Scott, executive director of
the Greater Yellowstone Coalition. “But
the concern on the other side of that is, if
you take your family to Old Faithful to
enjoy it, ... is it appropriate to have people
talking on their cell phone?”

Lane Baker, Yellowstone’s deputy
chief ranger, said many people expect to
be able to use cell phones and that offi-
cials can’t dictate how tourists use them.

“We can’t control what people do on
their cell phones,” she said. “You can’t
control what they do at Old Faithful like
you can’t control what they do in down-
town New York.”

And Baker said cell phones in the park
have a definite positive side, making a dif-
ference in the way officials can receive

and respond to calls.

“As an emergency responder, I wouldn’t
want to do my job without one,” said Baker.

Yellowstone is developing an “antenna
management plan” that would look at
such things as the park’s needs and help
with long-term planning, spokeswoman
Cheryl Matthews said. The park has five
cell towers, including two that were built
on existing equipment, and all are in
developed areas within the park, she said.

“We felt, with the requests we were
getting, that it was appropriate to move
forward with this,” she said.

Matthews said she couldn’t estimate
how much of the park receives cell cover-
age, but noted that only about 2 percent of
Yellowstone is developed.

The issue isn’t just at Yellowstone.

At Grand Teton National Park, for exam-
ple, there are cell towers within and just
outside the boundaries. Some backcountry
areas have cell coverage, and that may cre-
ate a false sense of security for tourists, said
Joan Anzelmo, a park spokeswoman.

“With that access, people think, ‘With
my cell phone, I can be rescued.” That’s
not a good attitude to have,” she said.
“When you head out to the backcountry,
you need to be knowledgeable and pre-
pared” to deal with hazards without help.

But cell phones have saved lives.

Last July, a desperate cell phone call
from 13,000 feet on the Grand Teton in
Wyoming alerted rescuers that lightning
had struck a party of 13 climbers near the
summit. Rangers flew to the mountain by
helicopter, and were able to pluck the most
badly injured from the mountain before
dark closed in. One climber was killed by
the lightning strike, but the others survived.

But on the other side of the equation,
Yosemite spokesman Deb Schweizer said
the park also has gotten calls from hikers
who are simply pooped and want a lift
out. They get a polite refusal.

“Just because you’re tired doesn’t
mean we’re going to send someone out,”
she said.

Roxanne Dey, a spokeswoman at Lake
Mead National Recreation Area, said she
wasn’t even aware of the location of tow-
ers in that unit until they were pointed out
to her recently. She said about 10 percent
of the park has coverage with the three
towers within its borders and that she
feels safer, particularly when she is with
her kids, having her cell phone along.

“I wouldn’t want a cell tower next to the
Washington Monument or in the most pop-
ular hiking area at Lake Mead,” she said.
“But I think you can strike a balance.”
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Blackout hi

BY H. JOSEF HEBERT

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — A seven-month
investigation into the nation’s worst
blackout is putting new pressure on
Congress to boost the reliability of power
grids — but legislation addressing the
problem remains in limbo.

Nearly eight months after all or parts
of eight states and sections of Canada
went dark, a U.S.-Canadian task force
earlier this week called for urgent
approval of mandatory reliability rules to
govern the electric transmission industry.

Many of the voluntary rules, managed
by a private, industry-sponsored group,
were largely ignored by the Ohio power
company and others whose failures led to
the blackout, the task force said in a 228-
page report.

Most of the causes for the massive out-
age that cascaded from Michigan to New
York on Aug. 14, 2003, were detailed in a
preliminary report last November. On

ghlighted need for power grid rules

Monday the task force issued 46 recom-
mendations, the first of which was to
“make reliability standards mandatory
and enforceable with penalties for non-
compliance.”

It’s something the White House, a
bipartisan array of lawmakers and indus-
try representatives demanded within days
after the lights went out last summer.

However, provisions to establish
mandatory rules on the electricity indus-
try, along with measures to make it easier
to build transmission lines, have been
caught up in a partisan fight over broader
energy legislation.

As the task force report was being
released Monday, Sen. Pete Domenici, R-
N.M., took another stab at trying to get
his energy bill out of the Senate,
announcing he would attach it to a popu-
lar jobs bill.

Rep. Joe Barton, R-Texas, chairman of
the House Energy and Commerce
Committee, also cited the blackout find-
ings as a fresh reason to pass energy leg-

islation. But Barton also has said he
won’t go along with an energy bill that
doesn’t provide liability protection to the
makers of a gasoline additive, MTBE.
That issue helped kill the energy bill —
and its electricity section — late last year.

Rep. John Dingell, D-Mich., whose
state was hit by the blackout, has argued
for a stand-alone electricity bill for
months.

“Each day this legislation is not con-
sidered is another day consumers remain
unnecessarily at risk of another black-

ut,” Dingell said after Monday’s report
was released.

Sen. Maria Cantwell, D-Wash., co-
sponsor of a separate bill that would
address only electricity matters, said,
“There’s no good reason (for) ... letting
this legislation get stuck in a political
quagmire” of the broader energy bill.

The U.S.-Canadian task force said its
seven-month investigation uncovered
evidence that the industry’s attempt at
self-policing the reliability of the power

grids is inadequate and could spawn
another blackout.

There was a clear understanding long
before the blackout that the Ohio region
where the line problems began was high-
ly vulnerable to grid instability, said the
task force.

Had FirstEnergy Corp., the Ohio utility
whose lines initially failed, and the grid
monitoring organization in the Midwest
followed industry-recommended stan-
dards, they would have been better pre-
pared to deal with the situation, the report
said.

Something as simple as shutting off
200 megawatts of power an hour before
the blackout might have kept the problem
from spreading, investigators said.

Investigators said they found at least
seven violations of industry-sponsored
North American Electric Reliability
Council (NERC) reliability rules linked
to the blackout. The report also said
NERC was too closely tied to industry
and dependent on it for funding.

WORLD BRIEFLY

Sept. 11 accomplice released

By The Associated Press

HAMBURG, Germany — The only Sept. 11 sus-
pect ever convicted was ordered released by a Hamburg
court Wednesday, his lawyers’ offices said, after his
guilty verdict on charges of aiding the suicide pilots was
thrown out last month,

Mounir El Motassadeq, 30, has been serving a maxi-
mum 15-year prison term in Hamburg since a court in
the city convicted him in February 2003 of giving logis-
tical help to the Hamburg al-Qaida cell that included
three of the Sept. 11 pilots.

An appeals court has ordered a retrial starting June
16, saying the Moroccan was denied a fair trial because
the U.S. government refused access to a key witness in
its custody.

Assistants at the offices of both of his Hamburg
lawyers, Gerhard Strate and Josef Graessle-Muenscher,
told The Associated Press they had received the court
ruling ordering el Motassadeq’s release.

Strate’s office said El Motassadeq’s release included
several conditions, including that he cannot leave
Hamburg and cannot be issued a new passport.

Prosecutors allege el Motassadeq helped cell mem-
bers conceal their involvement in the plot to attack the
United States while they lived and studied in Hamburg.

Hong Kong pressured on politics

By The Associated Press

HONG KONG — A Chinese official flew here
Wednesday to explain Beijing’s decision to assert more
control over Hong Kong politics, leaving critics divided
over whether it was a real attempt at dialogue or an
empty gesture.

Some said mainland legislative official Qiao
Xiaoyang should have come earlier if he was truly inter-
ested in Hong Kong people’s views, but others wanted
to hear what he had to say.

“It’s certainly late, but it’s better to be late than
never,” said Martin Lee, an opposition lawmaker
Beijing has branded as a “traitor” because of his pro-
democracy views.

Pro-democracy figures claim China has violated con-
stitutional law though a heavy-handed ruling issued
Tuesday, and some predicted the move could stir unrest
in the territory.

China’s Standing Committee of the National People’s
Congress said Hong Kong must get Beijing’s blessing
before trying to change the way it selects its leader and
lawmakers — giving the central government more con-

trol over such matters than is spelled out in the Basic
Law, Hong Kong’s mini-constitution.

Qiao is the deputy secretary-general of the Standing
Committee, China’s most powerful legislative body.

Train derails in Mississippi

By The Associated Press

YAZOO CITY, Miss. — A 68-year-old passenger
was killed and more than 60 others were injured when
an Amtrak passenger train jumped its tracks in a
swampy area of the Mississippi Delta, the first deadly
accident involving the rail line in two years.

The nine-car train, traveling from New Orleans to
Chicago, derailed Tuesday night near the town of Flora,
tumbling off a trestle five or six feet approximately 25
miles north of Jackson.

Coroner Ricky Shivers identified the dead passenger
as Clara L. Downs, 68, from Chicago. Lee Stokes, of the
Mississippi Emergency Management Agency, said it
appeared about 65 people suffered “minor to critical
injuries.”

Dan Stessel, a spokesman for Amtrak, said 68 pas-
sengers and 12 crew members were on the train, the City
of New Orleans. He said he had no information on what
caused the accident.

All passengers and crew were accounted for late
Tuesday.

Stokes said that while the derailment was believed to
be an accident, the FBI had sent agents to the scene.
Gov. Haley Barbour declared a state of emergency.

Nader calls for Bush’s impeachment

By The Associated Press

CHICAGO — Independent presidential candidate
Ralph Nader called this week for President Bush to be
impeached for “deceiving the American people night
after night after night” about U.S. involvement in Iraq.

“When you plunge our country into war on a plat-
form of fabrications and deceptions, and you bring back
thousands of American soldiers who are sick, injured or
dead, and that war is unconstitutionally authorized to
begin with, Mr. Bush’s behavior qualifies for the high
crimes and misdemeanor impeachment clause of the
Constitution,” the 2000 Green Party presidential nomi-
nee said to applause from about 200 students at
Columbia College Chicago.

Merrill Smith, a spokeswoman for Bush’s re-election
campaign, declined to comment.

Nader, a longtime consumer advocate, was in Illinois
to gather the 25,000 signatures he needs before June 21

to qualify for the state ballot. He failed Monday to qual-
ify for Oregon’s ballot, but said he would try again
under another option there.

Alleged immigrant smuggler in custody

By The Associated Press

BROWNSVILLE, Texas — A Texas man who
police say played a role in the nation’s deadliest smug-
gling tragedy has been arrested in Mexico, according to
Mexican authorities.

Victor Rodriguez, 57, of Brownsville, was arrested
March 29 in the border town of Matamoros by investi-
gators from the Mexican attorney general’s office.

Rodriguez has been linked to a botched smuggling
operation uncovered May 14 when dozens of illegal
immigrants were locked in a tractor-trailer and aban-
doned in Victoria, 100 miles southwest of Houston.

Seventeen immigrants were found dead in the trailer,
and two others later died. The victims, including a 5-
year-old Mexican boy, died from dehydration, hyper-
thermia and suffocation.

Executive Assistant U.S. Attorney Nancy Herrera in
Houston said that “until the legal process continues in
Mexico, we can’t talk about a possible extradition
request or any legal options we have.”

Parties do battle over malpractice

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Senate Republicans are trying
for a third time to persuade Democrats to curb medical
malpractice lawsuits and help alleviate what proponents
of limits call a health care crisis.

“The ultimate victims are the patients who see their
access to care, to that obstetricians, to that emergency
room, to that trauma center, threatened and in some
cases, that access totally disappearing,” Senate Majority
Leader Bill Frist, R-Tenn., said this week as the Senate
prepared for another vote on medical malpractice legis-
lation.

Republicans on Wednesday will try to overcome a
Democratic blockade on the medical malpractice legis-
lation. Senate Republicans and President Bush have
argued that the measure — which would set caps on
damages — could help reduce unnecessary lawsuits that
make it harder for doctors to practice. They’ve said the
lawsuits drive up obstetricians’ and gynecologists’
insurance costs.

But Democrats have been refusing to allow the
almost evenly divided Senate to debate the legislation,
saying that Republicans are just playing up to their
donors in the medical and insurance lobbies.

“I’ve never seen such special interest legislation,”
said Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt. “Instead of going about
doing the people’s business, we seem to be doing about
the political action committees’ business, and that’s
why, of course, nothing is getting done.”
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JAPANESE

5% Lunch Special

RESTAURANT

Buy 1 get second item free
Exp. April. 30, 2004

2645 LINCOLN BLVD.IN SANTA MONICA
(AT OCEAN PARK INSIDE THOMAS’ COFFEE SHOP)

(310) 452-2265

Suffering from

Allergies or Asthma?
FAMILY PRACTICE

Choose 2 Select Items (served w/ Miso Soup) S eek Relief With '. |
Available from 11a.m. to 3 p.m. Herbs & \\ | f
- - .-!"ll
suShI & Ho" speclal AcupunCture Michael Vercos L.A.c. Wi

*50% OFF INITIAL VISIT

“First Time patients only. Most insurance and P.I. cases accepted.

SANTA MONICA
2901 Ocean Park Blvd. Ste#126
310-399-4043

WEST HOLLYWOOD
606 N. Westmont Dr.
310-659-1959




Santa Worica Dailp Wress

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative

Employment

For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats

$3 - 5K per week income poten-
tial work from home, NOT MLM.
(800)570-3782 Ext. 4020.

BEAUTY STYLISTS for
Fantastic Sam’s in Santa
Monica. Guarantee Shr and up.
310-890-1222

CUSTOMER SERVICE/
Microsoft Office Experience
Excellent Phone Skills
$10-15/hr  Fax
(310)998-5690

F/T FRONT Office. Internist in
Pacific Palisades,back office
exp. preferred. Must be reliable
& detail oriented, contact
Angela 310-454-3020

LUXURY CONFERENCE Sales
Leadership & Communication
Skills a must. Company training
$200,000+ first year.
888-385-9180

MANAGER TRAINEE Career
Opportunity. Sales exp. reqd.
Growing self-storage Co. in
Santa Monica 310-829-4109

NATIONAL TOUR Company
Near LAX is expanding their
Sales Department!! Flexible
30-hr/week, Work P/T & Earn
F/T Income. Base+
Commission+Paid Training. No
cold calling. Call Aaron at
1-800-421-6890 x555. See our
website: goymt.com

OFFICE WORK. Good
communication skills, FT/PT,
$10/hr & up. Please fax resume
to 310-395-8108.

P/T HOURS Between 8-6 M-F
Needed weekdays & weekends
at car wash in Culver City.
310-313-5394 ext.4# Andrea

PRIDE OF S.M. Senior Building
needs F/T experienced assist
Team. Salary+Apt+Benefits
Fax resume 310-393-4282

SALES REP. F/T Natural Prod-
uct Broker L.A/O.C Area,
HABA/Natural sales experience
a plus! Salary+. Fax Resume
818-509-2455

resume

SPECIAL APARTMENT Man-
ager Opportunity For Mature
Experienced Individual or cou-
ple. MUST HAVE: Building
mantenance & repair
experience, will be liason be-
tween management Co. &
occupants.Good people skills a
must,requires Full-time commit-
ment for care of 42 Elegant
units in Exclusive Westside
locations, Beautiful one
bedroom & salary.
310-826-7960

TANNING SALON seeks p/t
sales associate.

Send resume to
Arthur.Lewis@planetbeach.com
310-442-8261

[ Forsale |

HOT TUB 2004 Model. Neck
jets. Therapy Seat. Warranty,
never used. Can deliver worth
$5700, sell for $1750
818-785-9043

Baby Stuff

COLLEGE STUDENT looking
for P/T Nanny/Personal
Assistant in exchange for
room/board Great references!
Rachel 310-989-8608
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CLASSIFIEDS

S3°° per day.Up to 15 words, 20 cents gach additional word.
Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos Rent
Houses for Rent

Roomates

Commerical Lease

 Tord 2

OF SANTA MONICA

WE NEED
YOUR TRADE!

’01 Ford F150
V6, automatic, P/W, P/C,
(ID#A29098)

WE NEED
YOUR TRADE!

o680

#160363)

’99 Dodge Quad Cab

Pick Up, Oversize Tires &

Wheels, Auto, A/C, Sharp
(ID#610134)

’99 Ford Explorer
Red, A/C, Leather
(ID#71978)

’02 Ford Explorer XLT
V8, Leather, Loaded, Black
MANAGER SPECIAL
(ID#A61068)

BRING US YOUR
TRADE-INS

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

BEAUTIFUL HEPBURN 6-foot

Sofa cream damask upholstery
$250 310-394-2933

NEW! KING SIZE MATTRESS
SET, Chiro support $189.00
310-559-0161 Richard’s

NEW! SIX PIECE FULL SET
Mattress, box, frame, two pil-
lows, pad $179.00
310-559-0161 Richard’s

NEW! SIX-PIECE QUEEN SET
Mattress,box,frame, two pillows
& pad, $198.00 310-559-0161
Richards Furniture

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

’94 JAGUAR XJ6
VIN 687617 Pristine cond.
6 disc changer wire wheels

$8,995

’97 BMW 328i
convertible VIN T98113 Super
clean low miles $18,000

’98 DODGE GRAND
CARAVAN LE
VIN 530531 $9000

’98 DODGE NEON
Low Miles VIN 640904 $4,995

‘01 GEM ELECTRIC CAR
Street Legal VIN 014692
$5,995

’02 FORD THINK
ELECTRIC CAR
Street Legal VIN 105861
$5,995

2501 Lincoln Blvd. in Venice

(310) 395-3712

‘02 MITSUBISHI DIAMANTE

Manager’s Special! Loaded,
Low Mileage,Roof, Leather
(VIN 018515) LOW MILES
Hyundai of Santa Monica
310-393-6000

‘03 INFINITI FX35 Pefect
Condition & More (VIN 002018)
Black Hyundai of Santa Monica

‘03 INFINITI Q45 Fully Loaded
Must See! (VIN 1101553) NAVI
Hyundai of Santa Monica
310-393-6000

VOLVO GL SEDAN $1450
Clean, depndable, well main-
tained 1985 Silver Volvo. Power
everything. New brakes and
steering system. 177K miles but
ready for 177K more. Call Seth
@310-314-7395

‘03 GMC ENVOY Low Mileage,
Perfect (VIN 100652)

Low Miles Hyundai of Santa
Monica 310-393-6000

Baby Stuff

FULL-TIME NANNY available
for summer. Fun, creative, en-
ergetic, light housework, loves
kids. 206-617-4940

Pay tribute
to a

310.458.7737

loved one.

Now offering obituary listings.
For more details call the Daily Pr

=

Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage

Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

K. 1.]4
LEXUS/VOLKSWAGEN

OF SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

(ALY

OVERSTOCKED

You the public can
benefit. Make any
reasonable offer
and you can drive
away in a certified
preown Lexus, VW
or other makes.

2000 PASSAT GLX
4-Door Sedan, Automatic
A/C, Moon Roof, Leather

(226595)

2003 LEXUS ES 300

4-Door Sedan, Low Miles,
Moon Roof (117527)

1100 Santa Monica Bivd

(310) 319-1661

LAcarGUYcom

Business Opportunities
Yard Sales

Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals

Obituaries

DRUM LESSONS in your
home! Great w/children & be-
ginners, first lesson FREE! Call
Tom (310)422-2699.

MATH TUTOR, Algebra,
Statistics, Test Prep. Former
college instructor, friendly,
patient & entertaining. Will tutor
individually or in groups. Call for
rates, Curtis 310-968-1649

TOTAL SPANISH IMMERSION
CLASSES, Private Teacher
KIDS through total physical
response method,
(songs/games) ADULTS
Communicative grammar and
conversation. Translations
310-403-3001

BODY THERAPIST needed to
share work space in MDR low

rent/great location
310-450-2456

ETOYOTA

SANTA MONICA

Monumental
Savings!
’01 SOLARA SE

Silver, 30K miles
(1C422701) $12,450

‘01 HIGHLANDER LTD.
V6, Loaded, 30K miles
(10005103) $21,995

’96 EXPLORER
4x4, Leather, Loaded
(7UC42665) $7,995

LOOKING TO rent/sublet cov-
ered space in Santa Monica for
storage of classic car.
310-395-3268

’99 4-RUNNER
59K Miles, LOADED
(X0043634) $11,995

‘01 COROLLA LE
Power Locks/Windows
(1Z475373) $9,995

1BD, 1BA Upper level, $950
Stove,refrigerator,parking,  no
pets. 2535 Kansas #202 & #208
Santa Monica, CA 90404
Manager located in Apt. #101

3RD STREET PROMENADE
Apts.Oceanviews,1+1,  $1850,
2+2 $1900-$2300. W/D in Unit,
fireplaces. 1453 3rd Street.
(310)862-1000.

’97 TOYOTA RAV4
Leather and Moon Roof
(V7007964) $9,995

’01 COROLLA LE
Auto, Silver, 36K miles
(1Z517041) $10,995

AD EXPIRES 4/30/04

Casa Loma Apartments
All advertised prices exclude gov-
ernment fees and taxes, any
finance charges, any dealer doc-
ument preparation charges, and
any emission testing charge.

101 Dudley Ave.
Venice Beach Unf. Single
(Completely Remodeled)

$1095.00
FIRST MONTH FREE!
PARKING FREE!
UTILITIES FREE!
Sorry no pets, single occupancy only. Free
month requires security deposit & 1 year lease.
Call Edward Romero 1-888-399-1166
or sunnibill@juno.com

HURRY TO:
832 Santa Monica Blvd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUYcom

Claude Short Auto Sales

Offering Quality Service to the Westside since 1927

Convert,

This Week's Specia]

32i
St Cl 97Low Miles \in#T98113 $1 8,000
uper Clean

Four Generations

Devoted Service

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712
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CEDAR PROPERTIES
LAMBERT INVESTMENTS
Singles, 1 Bedrooms, 2 Bed-
rooms. $875 & Up. 310-309-
7798.

The BEST
RENTALS
in VENICE

ELLy NEsis Co. INC
(310) 396-4443

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Compa-
ny. 2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa
Monica, CA 90403.

LOVELY FURNISHED 1bd 1ba
Views. Short term $2500/mo
Santa Monica, North of Wilshire
310-899-3402

MDR/ADJ 3+1 1/2, dishwasher
w/d hookups, garage,stove,
jacuzzi tub, fireplace, beautiful!
No pets $1800/mo
310-410-1999

PAC.PALISADES, 2BD/1BA
Refurbished, private entry,
lower,hardwood  floors, W&D,
bright, parking, storage, pet
friendly, $1,995/mo
310-454-0687

PALMS/WEST L.A. 1BD,1BA
Upper, safe neighborhood,
gated building, r/s, parking,
ceiling fan, no pets. $875/mo
310-923-0587

PDR 2+1 3/4, upper,
closets, r/s, blinds, small
building, no/pets, no/smoking.
$1425/mo/1yr lease
310-338-1311

PDR DELUXE Security Com-
plex 2car parking, multiple
amenities 1699/mo, 6/month
lease, 310-628-2416

PDR SPACIOUS 2+1, lovely
hilltop residential area, lots of
closets, r/s, no pets $1395/mo
310-822-3144

SANTA MONICA $2600

Walk to beach, great apt. to
share,Spacious, 3bd2ba,hard-
wood floors,new appliances,
quiet street. 310-399-1273

large,

SANTA MONICA 2+2, 833 5th
St.#201,Stove,d/w,carpet,pool,
laundry,intercom entry, gated
tandem parking. No pets.
$2400/mo  310-393-2547

SANTA MONICA Duplex, r/s,
gated, hrdwd flrs, yard, new
paint, near SMC, $1250
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Penthouse
Ocean View, 3bd 2ba+loft,
dining, living, balcony, built-ins,
hardwood floors 2 car garage
$4800/mo 626-485-3015

SANTA MONICA Twnhse, t/s,
patio, Ig closets, yard, blinds,
new crpt, prkng, $1250
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, 3+2,patio,
crpt, laundry, near school, new
counters, $1800
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, guest house,
pet ok, r/s, patio, crpt, yard,
prkng, mto m $1175
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, lower, t/s,
gated, patio, crpt, laundry, m to
m, util. incld, $800

www. westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, new crpt,
laundry, near SMC, fourplex,
just painted, quiet, $1275
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, r/s, micro,
lower, pet ok, gated, Ig apt,
laundry, util. incld, $675
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, shrd apt, pvt
rm, r/s, dishwasher, balcony,
laundry, prkng, $550
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, shrd hse, pvt
rm, dog ok, r/s, dishwasher,
near SMC, m to m, $550
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, upper, pet
ok,new crpt, yard,remod bath,
prkng, m to m, $1000
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA-BRAND New
Building,1BD/1BA, 2BD/2BA, &
3BD/2BA Townhouse
$1300-$2950 NewAppliances,
Patio,Parking 818-571-6001

SM 2+1, Near beach, D/W,
fridge, laundry, new carpet/paint
$2200/mo first,last+deposit, no
pets. 310-314-3197

TOWNHOUSE CONDO

3+2 1/2, $2100/mo 1838 Barry
Ave. #2. Stove, microwave,
dishwasher, fireplace, balcony,
dining room, carpets, blinds,
intercom entry, 2car gated
parking spaces, no pets
310-578-7512

VENICE, 2BD 2BA, $1950/mo,
w/balcony, 1 block to beach,

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES 6th ST.

ONE MONTH
FREE RENT

Remodeled: Mediterranean Design
Near Promenade, Windows
Parking, Garden Courtyard
Janitorial, Utilities included

2-4 Rooms, Short/Long Term

$1495-$2450
(310) 395-4620
BUILDING FOR Lease
1800sq/ft Parking,2ba. 10800
Washington,Fantastic Culver

City, short SM commute.
Mr. Romano 310-839-3611

CHARMING GARDEN Type
Freestanding Commercial Of-
fice Space. Wilshire & Yale
$1500+util. Call Broker Elly
310-264-2688

M“I Carral CosMERCIAL

Specializing
i in Leasing
& Selling
Office &
Industrial
Christina S. Porter o
Buildings

310-440-8500 x.104

SANTA MONICA 1334 Lincoln
Blvd 1140sg/ft  $2200/mo. &
600 sg/ft 1300/mo. Can

d/w,washer/dryer in unit! No combine. E.Keasbey

pets 310-391-7362 (310)477-3192.

W. LA 1 Large 1bd/iba SM SUBLET in A+ Buliding, 4
$950/mo.  Hardwood  floors,  private offices and large

venetian blinds, walk-in closets
310-826-3360

WLA $1195 OCEANVIEW &
Breezes. larger 1 bedroom, Top
of hill, private driveway, upper,
front (310)390-4610.

WLA/PALMS $1150/MO  Spa-
cious 2bd/2ba, lower. Best
Palms area, Keystone near
Palms Blvd. Ample closets, ap-
pliance, parking, laundry
310-828-4481

Santa Monica $1100/mo 1bd,
1ba. Bright, light upper front
available immediately. ~ Stove,
laundry, parking, 310-394-4837

Houses For Rent

2BR 1BA House, 1507 18th
Street, new paint & blinds,
carpet. $1500/mo NO PETS
310-532-3876

Roommates

2BD 1BA SUITE Large private
home, kitchen to share.
References,male preferred
310-478-5860  After

10am

$850/mo

ROOMMATE WANTED Beach
Front $1500/mo share bath. All
utilities included No pets, n/s
Darren 310-459-8256

*Psychic*
*Spiritual Clairvogant*
*Palm Reader*
*Portung Teller*

310.278.5099

reception area. Below market,
310-714-3214

SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days
per/wk  $500/mo.  Jasmine
(310)392-9596.

TWO OFFICES for rent . Cen-
tral Towers Bldg, 1424 4th
Street $500 Includes utilities
.(310)276-3313.

Real Estate

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership
Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer
Call Today
310-745-4847

Buy or Sell Tomorrow

WESTSIDE HOTLIST! Reveals
10 best buys in your price range
Free recorded message-
1-877-545-2201/ID#1040
Remax

Health/Beauty

In Home Care &
House Cleanm%

Professional Service wi
a personal touch
BLUE SKY SERVICE AGENCY
r;?i ,g

£t)

[JANE® o
(310) 655-4002
www blueskyserviceagency.com

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Bivd.

310-828-7525
SALES - RENTALS

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA
2250 30th St. $975
Upper 1 bed, new carpet,
fresh paint, bright, view

918 4th St. $1250
Bright, upper 1 bed, balcony
fridge & stove, parking
828 11th St. $1650
Upper 2 bed, 1.5 baths,
new carpet, balcony,
near Montana

928 4th St. $1695
Lower 2 bed, 1.5 baths, new
carpet & blinds balcony

OFACE SPACE
1247 Lincoln $650
2nd floor office, near Wilshire,
parking, negotiable terms

WEST LA/
BRENTWOOD/
BEL AIR

1975 Beverly Glen,
WLA, $1300
Upper 1 bed, new kitchen,
new carpet & blinds, laundry

12246 Montana,
BW, $1850
2 bed, 2 bath, gated entry
& parking, dishwasher,
air condtion

12258 Montana
Brentwood $1850
2 bed, 2 bath, new berber
carpet, new linoleum, new
vertical blinds

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO0 TO

WWW ROQUE-MARK COM

Real Estate Wanted

MOTIVATED BUYER: | buy
houses, any area, any price,
any condition .
Call (310)422-4933 .

Massage

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong
and tender relaxing bodywork
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

FULL BODY Swedish to light
fingertip massage by classy Eu-
ropean therapist. Serious call-
ers only. (310)826-7271.

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP
meeting. Last Wednesday of
the month; at Sunrise Assisted
Living, Pacific Palisades call
(310)573-9545/Linda.

Business Opps

EARN $1,000’s processing
postcards. Mail to Wes-State
Corporation. 1450 N. 7th Ave.
Dept.4468,Eugene OR, 97402..

SHARE SPACE in Brentwood.
Use for office, therapy, skin
care, etc. For 2-3 days/wk
310-451-9880

Yard Sales

MOVING SALE: Furniture, Chi-
na Cabinets, King size bed set,
gifts, etc. 3507 Stoner,

Mar Vista, Friday 1pm-4pm
Saturday 8am-2pm

VENICE HIGH School flea mar-
ket. 13000 Venice Blvd., Los
Angeles, CA. Antiques, toys,
crafts, collectibles, jewelry,
clothes. April 10, second
Saturday each month.
9am-4pm. Free admission &
free parking. Vendor

information call (310)390-5851.

MOVING
SALE

EVERTHING
MUST GO!

Entertainment Center
ArmchaireSofasTables
Stereo Equipment
LampseCDs*Books...
AND MUCH MORE!
5914 1/2 San Vicente Blvd.
Just east of Fairfax in LA
Saturday, April 10 @ 7am

Health/Beauty

BRAIDS!
HAIR EXTENSIONS!
Full Service Salon Open
7days/week specializing in
Caucasian & Asian Hair
5364 W. Adams Blvd.
braidsbysabrina.com
323-937-8870

[ Finess |

* EXERCISE *

WOWWWw!!!
“New In Boxes”
Treadmill Space Saver,
$372 OBO. Recumbent
Bike,Stationary,or Upright
Bike, $262 Each.
310-729-2022

Have Fun Getting
FIT By the BEACH

Feel Better...Lose Weight...Improve your Health!

Inquire About Our Way to
Wellness Program! Exercise,
Eating & Stress Management ...
All In One Great Program!

Local Therapist looking to
TRADE non-sexual bodywork
with other therapist. Paul
310-741-1901

L at the Loews
Santa Monica Beach Hotel
310-842-5657

www.globalfitnesssolutionsonline.com

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian
Staff (310)899-3709.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with an ex-
quisite full body Swedish/Deep-
tissue massage.Laura
(310)394-2923(310)569-0883.

) Ocean Onsio
o
A Medical Day Spa for Women
Facials * Yoga  Pilates » Therapeutic Massage
Pregnancy & Post-pregnancy services
BRING IN A FRIEND FOR YOGA AND SHE'S FREE!
(310) 458-8190

Dr. Lisa Masterson, M.D.

1333 Ocean Auvenue in Santa Monica

Talk to a Model 24hrs.
310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222

$15/15 min.
cC/Check OK
www.USLove.com

" Obituaries |

DANIEL M. BENDIKSEN
Dan, a retired Santa Monica
Fire Captain, lost a four-year
battle with cancer on March
26, 2004, at Saint Johns
Hospital, Santa Monica,
California. Since1985 Dan &
his wife Rudi have resided in
the Broadbeach are of
Malibu, California.Dan was
an avid surfer and surfboard
shaper. He was born on
February 15, 1941 and began
surfing in 1953. He shaped
his first board in 1954. With
some technical advice from
Dale Velzy, Dan followed a
career as an un-renowned
pioneer of long board
shaping. In 1963, Dan began
shaping, sanding and
laminating  surfboards  for
Bing Copeland and in 1964
he married Rudi. In 1974,
Dan began a new career as a
firefighter with the City of
Santa Monica and was
promoted to Fire Captain in
1979. Dan received the

Medal of Valor award in 1992
from the California State Fire-
fighters Association for his
physical actions in the rescue
of a distraught citizen.
Throughout his career as a
firefighter, Dan continued his
love for the ocean, surfing,
diving and fishing. Dan also
continued making surfboards
(over 4000) under his own
trademark, “BENDIKSEN
SURFBOARDS OF MALIBU”.
Dan was a true sports
enthusiast who also enjoyed
snow skiing with family and
friends. Dan retired from the
Santa Monica Fire Depart-
ment after 27 years of
service, on December 18,
2001. Dan will be missed by
his mother Berneta (Granny),
Rudi and hundreds of loving
friends.A ceremony, honoring
Dan, will be held on April 12,
2004 at 1:00pm at the Santa
Monica Civic  Auditorium,
1855 Main Street, Santa
Monica, CA. In lieu of flowers,
the family requests that
donations be sent to the
Malibu Chapter of the
Surfriders  Foundation, 715
Broadway Suite 320, Santa
Monica CA 90401, or
donations may be sent to the
Alisa Ann Ruch Burn Founda-
tion, 3600 Oceanview BI,
Glendale CA 91208

NASHNER-LOIS ODLE, age
84, died on January 14 in Port-
land,Oregon. She was born in
Pittsburgh on March 4, 1919.
She received a B.A. in Music
from Carnegie Mellon University
when she was 19. Her husband
Sydney Nashner died in 1955,
and she raised her three chil-
dren Marjorie, Lewis, and Rob-
ert. At the age of 50 she earned
a Master’s degree in Public
Administration at UCLA and
worked as a Human Relations
Management Consultant. She
was an accomplished concert
pianist and performed at
chamber music and other
recitals in Los Angeles and
Santa Monica, where she lived
for 30 years with her partner
Karl Kreuter. She leaves her
three children, her sisters Sylvia
Lilley and Jeanne Periman, two
grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren.
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CLASSIFIEDS

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing,
drywall, electrical. 30 years in
this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

MARCO TELECOM: Phone
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

e Evening hours + emergency services
© Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers

© 20+ years of experience

e UCLA Graduate

e Most insurances accepted

e GCosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS
310-315-3676

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 + SANTA MONICA

A/C CONSTRUCTION

Beverly Hills/Beverlywood
General Contractor
Residential Remodel &
Home Improvement
Honest « Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES

— Sabbath Observed—
[T — = [——]—]
FESE S

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

BEST MOVERS

% No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.
Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic.T-163844
(323) 997-1193

CONCEPTUAL CARPENTRY
Custom Woodworkinm
Moldings ¢ Decks ® Window

Doors * Remodeling * Repair

310-428-1602

THE MOLD EXPERTS

Expert Mold
Inspection,

Investigation

& Remediation

400 S. Beverly Dr., Ste 214
in Beverly Hills

(310) 281-2282

www.errandsetc.biz

GET ORGANIZED!

for filing system set-ups,
unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and
other home/office paper
management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZER!
Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

Turn Your Closet into Cash!
LA’s hottest resale store!

Great Labels

DESIGNER RESALE

0%
ACCEPTING {1,479
NEW CONSIGNERS (g0

'WANTED:
LOUIS VUITTON

Guccl
HERMES

ST JOHN
PRADA
JUDITH LEIBER
MISSONI
DOLCE & GABBANA

1126 Wilshire Blvd., Na
Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310) 451-2277

J&G PAINTING
& DRYWALL
Interior & Exterior=FREE Estimates
References Available
Greg: 310-391-4362  Joe: 310-403-6247
Give your house a facelift for spring!

STAR CARPET & UPHOLSTERY
Professional Deep Cleaning
2 Bdrm — $39 ¢ 5 Room — $89
up to 800 sq. ft. *
Wihite, Off-White, Berber, Commercial.
Soiled Carpet Additional Cost. o
323.871.2347 » 323.463.3488

“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of
your cleaning, own transporta-
tion. $40 (818)705-0297.

NOTICETO
READERS:

California law requires that
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or
materials) be licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board. State law also requires
that contractors include their
license number on all
advertising. You can check the
status of your licensed
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed
contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state|
in their advertisements that
they are not licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board.

PAINTING TOP QUALITY A&A
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta
(310)560-9864.

RAYTELCO
MULTI LINE PHONE SYSTEMS
DSL « DATE CABLING
CATV * OUTLETS * T-1
VOICE MAIL ¢ CAT-5E WIRING
MOVES, ADDS, CHANGES
AND REPAIRS

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL
Raymond Van Alphen
Field Technician

310-451-9515
Pager: 310-841-8595

Lic#759420 7
All Work Steve’s 24

Guaranteed HOUR

DISCOUNT
PLUMBING

DRAINS = HEAT
RESIDENTIAL = COMMERCIAL
(310) 439-7771 au smices necomaie
15926 OFF WITH THIS AD

#WINDOW CLEANING
professionals

esidential and Commercial
FREE Estimates
Specializing in Luxury Homes!

(310) 709-1257

Computer Services

DO YOU Mind Earning an Extra
300-2100/wk? ~ Working 10
Hours a Week? Call
323-632-1234

UP TO 8X FASTER THAN DSL

20 PER MONTH pesensia
* No Contract

* Includes Email and
Webspace
 1-Month Trial

NotCar Networks
310-393-4037

COMPUTER HELP: Your office
or home.Computer tune-up,
Microsoft Word, Excel,
Quickbooks, internet navigation,
software installation. PO Sale
(310)207-3366/310-801-6845

HOUSECLEANING SERVICE,
Homes, Apartments, Offices &
Condos. Vacant/Construction &
Professional. Honest &
Excellent References Please
CALL 213-977-4943 or
213-247-3674

LDT COMPUTER SERVICES

Microsoft Certified Systems Engineer and Trainer
Business and Residential

Experienced ¢ Reliable ¢ Affordable

<

Training * Networking * Hardware * Web Design ¢ Software ; .+

FREE CONSULTATION
LDTCompute@aol.com

(310) 989-6677

| / I.Tf:‘"’-\’
LI ,.I';f

ONE HOUR Alterations,
hemming, jeans, pants, skirts,
etc. Made by professional Call
Michael 310-980-2674

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured - Lic#658-486

PAINTING * CARPENTRY * ROOFING
CONCRETE « ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

PAINTING/WALLPAPER
Painting, Wallpaper Removal &
Installation, Wall Texturing,
Free Estimates! Glenn’s Wall
Service 310-686-8505

DIGITAL DUCHESS
COMPUTER SPECIALIST

Extremely Professional Service at a Low Rate

WRepairs  m Training
| 1 mUpgrades mNetworking
= mSetup  mWireless

(310) 395-6884 or email

kerry@digitalduchess.com

our office at (310)458-7737.

Classified Advertising Conditions :REGULAR RATE: $2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve consecutive days.
PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry,
we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00
p.m. PAYMENT: All private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5
p-m., Monday through Friday, (310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in
at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call

WE ARE THE
%W&'edé

GIG IN TOWN!

The Daily Press Hirin

Run an ad in the classified section of the Santa Monica Daily
Press for 4 weeks and we’ll guarantee that you’ll find the perfect

employee! Call for more details.

Call Mitch at the Santa Monica Daily Press 310.458.7737 ext.111

rantee:
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

By The Associated Press

B NORTH PLATTE, Neb. — Soledad O’Brien
knows something about diversity and balance.

The anchor of CNN’s daily “American Morning”
program has parents who are Irish, black and Hispanic.
She has been named one of America’s top 100 Irish peo-
ple and she is a member of both the National
Association Black Journalists and the National
Association of Hispanic Journalists.

O’Brien left NBC last year for her new job with
CNN. The Harvard graduate also takes a handful of
speaking engagements, hoping people will be inspired
by her story. She spoke Tuesday in North Platte.

Perhaps the best legacy today’s young professionals
can leave for people who follow them is a lesson in better
achieving balance between work and family life, she said.

The 37-year-old is an example of the challenges of bal-
ancing family and work life. The mother of two young
daughters is pregnant with twin boys due in August.

“Finding joy in constant chaos” is how O’Brien says
she survives and thrives in her family and work. She
said she bites off more than she can chew — and chews
it anyway.

B COACHELLA, Calif. — Without any specific
strategy, dealmaker Donald Trump battled a live chick-
en and won $250.

The real estate mogul showed up at his namesake
Trump 29 Casino Tuesday and played the Apprentice
Chicken Challenge, a tic-tac-toe game with live poultry
in a booth pecking its board selections while a gambler
makes picks outside the box.

The Donald beat the bird.

Trump dropped in and spent a half-hour answering
questions about his hit TV show, NBC’s “The
Apprentice,” and his recent stint as host of “Saturday

Night Live.” He also signed T-shirts and books and
humored fans by spouting his catchphrase, “You’re fired!”

B BEVERLY HILLS — A misdemeanor battery
case against former Motley Crue singer Vince Neil was
dismissed Wednesday after he completed more than 100
hours of community service, prosecutors said.

Superior Court Judge Richard Stone granted a March
26 request to dismiss the case against Neil, said a
spokeswoman for the Los Angeles County district attor-
ney’s office.

The charge stemmed from an April 2002 run-in out-
side a Sunset Strip nightclub.

Separately, Neil, 43, is accused of battery last July
on a prostitute at a Nevada brothel. Prosecutors allege
Neil grabbed the woman by the neck and threw her
against a wall.

He is scheduled for trial April 22 on the misdemeanor
battery charge, his attorney said Wednesday.

B STOCKHOLM, Sweden — The sounds of
ABBA, Led Zeppelin and the Rolling Stones have
bounced off its padded walls.

Now, Sweden’s most famous recording studio, Polar
Studios, must shut its doors because the owners can’t
pay the rent.

“It’s a mistake being made right now,” said Lennart
Oestlund, part-owner and one of the studio’s original
sound engineers. “I see it as a museum of Swedish
music history, especially ABBA.”

The Swedish pop quartet’s record label started the
studio in 1978 and the group recorded its last three
albums there. But the first big album recorded at Polar
Studios was Led Zeppelin’s “In Through the Out Door”
in 1978.

Hundreds of bands and solo artists followed, includ-
ing the Backstreet Boys, Genesis, the Beastie Boys, the

CNN’s O’Brien chews more than she can bite off

Cardigans and Roxette — making Polar Studios a hot
spot on the international music scene.

Oestlund said he and studio co-owners Tomas and
Marie Ledin pay $184,000 a year in rent to the housing
cooperative that owns the building on Kungsholmen,
one of many islands that make up Stockholm.

“It’s almost double the market rent,” he said, adding
that attempts to bring payments down had failed. “Two-
thirds of our revenue goes to rent.”

Oestlund said the five-room studio would close in
May and probably be turned into office space. He hasn’t
given up on music, though, and hopes to set up a new
studio elsewhere.

“I’ll keep a mixer board and some microphones and
try to start a new operation on a smaller scale,” he said.

B LONDON — Brad Pitt will narrate a British
Broadcasting Corp. radio series about one of his musi-
cal idols, Nick Drake.

The BBC said Tuesday that the actor had recorded a
two-part documentary about Drake, which will air on
music station Radio 2 next month.

The plaintive singer-songwriter recorded three
albums before his death from a drug overdose in 1974 at
26. Although he was a commercial failure during his
lifetime, many bands have said he was a major influ-
ence, from R.E.M. to The Cure.

“I was introduced to Nick Drake’s music about five
years ago, and am a huge admirer of his records,” Pitt
said. “When Radio 2 approached me to get involved in
this project, I was delighted to be asked and pleased that
I was able to fit it into my schedule.”

Pitt, due to start filming soon on “Ocean’s Twelve,”
the sequel to “Ocean’s Eleven,” recorded his voiceover
in Los Angeles last week, the BBC said.

“Lost Boy — In Search of Nick Drake” is scheduled
to air May 22.
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