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Former major league baseball all-star
Darren Daulton, 44, told the
Philadelphia Daily News in February
that in retirement, he understands
dimensions of reality that few of his
fellow Earthlings know. He first experi-
enced his extraordinary power after
delivering a game-winning hit in the
1990s and breaking into tears after the
game, discovering that “I didn’t hit that
ball. Something happened, but it was-
n't me.” Later, Daulton said, he was
“awakened” to realms beyond those
covered by the five senses. Things will
become clearer on Dec. 12, 2012, at
11:11 a.m. Greenwich Mean Time, he
said, because that's when the world
will end.

Today is the 96th day of 2006.
There are 269 days left in the year.

On April 6, 1909, explorers Robert E.
Peary and Matthew A. Henson became
the first men to reach the North Pole.
(The claim, disputed by skeptics, was
upheld in 1989 by the Navigation
Foundation.)

“Men are not against you;
they are merely for themselves.”

GENE FOWLER
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right) accidentally drove his car through the closed-off portion of Arizona Avenue, killing 10 and injuring 63 people.

Officials not
eager to take
a ‘glant step’

BY KEVIN HERRERA
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITYWIDE — Elected officials
here are urging county supervisors
to look elsewhere as they decide
which locations would be best
suited to host homeless stabiliza-
tion centers, where the down and
out could receive temporary shel-
ter and social services.

It’s not that officials here are
against the creation of the five
regional centers, each with the
ability to house 40 people. On the
contrary, many hailed the idea as a
“giant step forward” in getting
other municipalities to do their fair
share to eradicate homelessness.

However,  because  Santa
Monica already provides many of
the same services that would be
offered at the center, it would be

See HOMELESS, page 8
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A skate surfer catches some wind along the beach bike path on Wednesday.

Volume 5, Issue 124

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

The elderly Santa Monica man
responsible for killing 10 people
and injuring dozens more is sched-
uled to go on trial July 10, nearly
three years after he drove his car
through a busy Farmers Market on
Arizona Avenue.

The criminal and civil cases
against Russell Weller, now 89
years old, have been delayed
numerous times for a variety of
reasons. The 36 civil lawsuits that

See FARMERS MARKET, page 10

File photo
The scene of a crowded Farmers’ Market on Wednesday (above left) conjures up memories of the tragic scene nearly three years ago in which Russell Weller (above

LOCAL

Schools are expected
to create special post

BY KEVIN HERRERA
Daily Press Staff Writer

SMMUSD HDQTRS — Some
of the school district’s neediest
students are about to get a help-
ing hand.

The Santa Monica-Malibu
Unified school board is expect-
ed tonight to create a new posi-
tion that would be solely
responsible for evaluating and
designing special education
programs for the district’s
approximately 1,400 students
with disabilities.

The new position is “teacher
specialist: assistive technology.”

“When you talk about assis-
tive technology, most people
automatically think of comput-
ers, but actually assistive tech-
nology is anything that helps
you to benefit from or access
curriculum,” said Tim Walker,
assistant superintendent for

See SPECIAL ED, page 11
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JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you'll Have:
% %k %k -Dynamic %k k% -Positive %% k-Average **-S0-so *-Difficult

@ ARIES (March 21-April 19)
%% You might need to be stopped in

your tracks, especially if you are eyeing an invest-
ment of a sort. Stop and take a hard look at what
types of losses you can handle. Be easy on your-
self. Know your limits, and don't cause yourself a
hassle. Tonight: Loosen up; think "weekend."

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
@ %% A family member could be hard on
you. Quite possibly, you also might be very critical
of yourself, bringing your mood down. If you won't
indulge yourself, others won't either. Take your
time making positive decisions. Tonight: At home.

@ GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
%% Your words could be very hard on

someone you care about. Know when to say no
and proceed in a different direction. A positive
attitude goes a very long way, if you let it. Trust
yourself and your decisions. Tonight: Hang with a
friend.

@ CANCER (June 21-July 22)

%% You might want to say "enough,”
especially if someone has been difficult or has
taken a financial agreement for granted. Rethink a
situation carefully, and you will gain. Act on the
fact that you are tired of a problem. Tonight: Pay
bills.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

v * %% %% You might be restricting your-
self more than you realize. Know when to say no.
Know when to say enough. Your ability to walk
away from a problem could define the success of
your day. Remain confident. Tonight: Easy does it.

)\ VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
R&® ** You could be inordinately depressed
and off. Know when to pull back and let events
tumble in whichever direction they need to.
Cocoon and make this period special for you. No
one else will if you don't! Tonight: Get some extra
sleep.

@ LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

%k % You might not be able to set a
trend or change a situation. Still, your positive
outlook might make all the difference. Emphasize
the possibilities rather than let negativity filter
into your life. You don't want that -- do you?
Tonight: Where the gang is.

I\ SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
L@‘ %k % You might want to rethink a deci-

sion, especially if others in power might be react-
ing unusually negatively. Know when to put a halt
to a problem and when to go ahead even if the
path is rocky. Use your intuitive sense. Tonight:
Could be late.

@ SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

Nz *% %% You might want to proceed with
caution, especially financially. Too much pressure
could make you uncomfortable and leave you
wondering whether you can continue. Detach and
make new decisions around new desires. Tonight:
Hop on the computer or talk to an expert.

@ CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

W& %% You could be raining on someone's
parade without even knowing it. Be careful that
your demands aren't too heavy on a very impor-
tant person. Listen well to someone's complaints.
You key into important news. Tonight:
Togetherness.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

B4 k% k% Your ideas might fall flat on
another's ears because he or she doesn't have
the imagination that you do. You might need to
cater more to this person in order to get him or
her to visualize what you do. Tonight: Easy does it.

ﬂj PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

LJ %% % You might want to rethink a work
or daily life situation that is nothing less than a
drag. Get past a problem and loosen up. You don't
have to tolerate negativity in your life. Start living
more openly. Tonight: Unwind and relax.
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LOCAL

CONDITIONS DATA PROVIDED BY ONTHESNOW.COM

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

BEAR MOUNTAIN SWELL FORECAST (3-10 FT)

NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN . .
(24 Hrs) 7" 36" - 72" 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 27 11/12 Today size backs down and winds should calm somewhat. NW

CONDITIONS: Powder, Packed Powder wind swell should diminish to chest high + (head high for dawn
patrol sessions). With the lack of NW diffraction, we should see
some waist high + sets from the southern hemi swell that's been
JUNE MOUNTAIN hitting us lately around south-facing breaks.

NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN  LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0" 144" - 168" 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 5 2/6

CONDITIONS: Powder, Packed Powder, Machine Groomed

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS

Smaller SW and NW for end of week and weekend...

MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN

NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN  LIFTS OPEN South swell due 11th into 12th, could also see WNW...
(24 Hrs) 23" 204"-228"  8:30 am - 4:00 pm 50 8/28

CONDITIONS: Powder, Packed Powder, Machine Groomed Weather and wind issues this week..

MOUNTAIN HIGH
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN _
(24 Hrs) 0" 12" - 36" 8:30 am - 10:00 pm 23 8/16
CONDITIONS: Spring, Wet MONDAY
LOW TIDE ~ 8:39AM 6:21PM
HIGH TIDE ~ 12:41AM 4:32PM
MT. BALDY
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN  LIFTS OPEN TUESDAY
(24 Hrs) 0" 12" - 36" 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 22 a/4 LOW TIDE 10:14AM 8:21PM
Photo Courtesy CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Made, Machine Groomed, Hard Packed HIGH TIDE ~ 1:37AM 7:23PM
OOH LA LA: The women of the Santa Monica Chorus won a regional competition for the mid- WEDNESDAY
. P : . : PR SNOW SUMMIT LOW TIDE ~ 11:40AM 11:29PM
sized division at the Sweet Adelines International Regional Competition in March. e VsV g s SR e
(24 Hrs) 7" 36" - 72" 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 26 14/14
Santa Monica chorus group places first THURSDAY
g p p LOW TIDE  N/A 12:40PM
By Daily Press staff SNOW VALLEY HIGH TIDE ~ 4:55AM 7:50PM
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN  LIFTS OPEN FRIDAY
. . . (24Hrs) 8" 30"- 66" 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 22 5/11 LOW TIDE ~ 12:41AM  2.6FT 1:21PM 0.0FT
The Santa Monica Chapter of Sweet Adelines International recently bellowed CONDITIONS: Pouder Packed Poner HGHTIDE 6:11AM  4.3FT BO9PM  4.0FT

their hearts out, earning first place in a regional competition.

The chorus won the mid-sized chorus division at the organization’s regional com-
petition held in Bakersfield, Calif., from March 24 to 25. Several members of the
group also won medals in the regional quartet contest.

More than 1,000 singers representing 18 choruses from California and Nevada
competed for prizes in this year’s regional contest. In addition to earning first place,
the Santa Monica group also scored enough points to place third in the overall com-
petition.

Quartet Serious Treble placed third and were the rated the most improved quar-
tet, having raised their score more than 100 points from last year. They also won the
Sizzle award for the highest score in showmanship. Three members of the quartet —
Shelly Wilner, Debra Hockenberger and Melissa Hockenberger — are from the
Santa Monica chorus. A fourth member, Jeannie Vercillo, is a member of Verdugo
Hills Showtime Chorus from Verdugo Hills, Calif. Shelly also won the contest for
musical arrangement.

Other Santa Monica chorus members competed in quartets “Check It Out” and
“Ooh La La,” which placed sixth and 13th, respectively, out of 24 competing.

Last year, the Santa Monica chorus was the top-scoring small chorus in the coun-
try, which makes them eligible to compete at the International Education Symposium

in San Antonio, Tex., from July 12 to 15. The chorus will be putting on a fund-rais- Th L .

ing event to present their Harmony Classic Competition package on June 24. e lne;\~\\\~\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\“\\\\\\\W\‘\\\\\\\\\\\‘\~\\\\\\\\\\\\W\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\*\‘\‘\‘
Laura Pallas, director of the local chorus for the past 19 years, is a musician, per- Sponsored b

former and international competitor who specializes in vocal production and tech- P e

nique. . . . The streets of Santa Monica and across "
The Santa Monica Chorus is the oldest Sweet Adelines chapter west of the Rocky the Southland rang out with the cries of pro- et 19
Mountains. They received their charter on July 25, 1949, only four years after the testers last week, decrying efforts by the

SURF AND

WS r/pcure

SURF CENTER santa monica

% Core Surf/lifestyle Shop %X

1451 THIRD STREET PROMENADE
IN SANTA MONICA - 310.656.CURL

founding of Sweet Adelines International, a non-profit musical education associa- U.S. government to enact stricter legislation
tion for women that endows its 30,000 members with mastery of four-part harmo- against illegal immigrants. Many of last
ny, barbershop style. ’ i { y 1
The purpose of the organization is to teach and train its members in singing the \s/\:%%lgf g{ﬁé%ﬂfs,varﬁosﬁfaaégﬁageiebﬁi’eg |gof} . Redhl_slcover Jhe GRlRcriline —
barbershop style and to promote excellence through competition and other public “walkouts” — leaving school to march and 1o 'EreXpﬁ”e'r‘\‘f'gg s r;ew o an
and private performances. make their voices heard. beatlj’pi?‘ulsgutgoo(;npggio
See BRIEFS, page 11 So this week, Q-Line wants to know: Senving Brunch from 11AM--4PM
Should students be excused from schoolto - \I'gar Bact Bloody Mary's in Santa Monica
exercise their freedoms of speech, or does
this open the floodgates for all students to (310) 452-1934
skip out on classes for any causes? 2442 Main Street @ Santa Monica
y y Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5
§antamonwa}])atf‘g10ress Visit us online: www.smdp.com p.m. and we’ll print your responses.
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SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
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K5=3 OPINION

City’s leaders respond
to homeless situation

Bauer’s column a boost to city
Editor:

Bill Bauer’s columns are much appreciated by me and, undoubtedly, by others
who read the SMDP.

I happen to have met Bill at a funeral memorial at the Ken Edwards Center. Bill
and | briefly discussed city politics, community matters such as homelessness, and
the city’s commitment to social service programs.

We disagreed on some of the issues. He was friendly and tolerant.

My sense is that Mr. Bauer has strong character, integrity and a backbone to stand
up for what he perceives is right and wrong. As for his column in the SMDP, | find
him to be compelling and persuasive. Unlike some people, | like diversity of opin-
ion and lively discourse in a community newspaper.

As for the letter by Alan Toy, “Bill Bauer’s world must be dreamy” (SMDP, March
29, page 4), Mr. Toy’s tone was angry, condescending and disrespectful to any opin-
ion other than his own.

Mr. Toy used phrases to patronize virtually all ethnic minorities. The excessive-
ness about sensitivity and forgiveness for “past injustices” makes me wonder if Mr.
Toy was speaking about himself, and if so, as victim or perpetrator?

I know that Mr. Toy has worked in the entertainment business. As for racism, is
there not a more segregated, hedonistic, selfish and lack-of-opportunity profession
for minorities than the Hollywood entertainment business?

Mr. Toy, in your letter blasting Bill Bauer, virtually every term you used could be
ascribed to the Hollywood crowd: “class,” “politics,” “sleepy,” “boring,” “uppity,”
“sanctimonious,” “dream world,” “all peaceful and cozy,” and “blissful.”

After Katrina hit Louisiana, as | recall, Bill volunteered for the Red Cross to work
in the New Orleans area. His column dispatches about his experiences helping vic-
tims of the disaster were heartwarming.

My impression is Bill cares about people, and he doesn’t pander to unnecessary
racial identification.

Incidentally, that memorial | attended with Bill at Ken Edwards was to honor a
Santa Monica community activist, a disabled veteran. Mr. Toy, | didn’t see you there.

Talk and lectures are cheap. Mr. Toy, next time you’re not scheduled for a make-
up session, stage rehearsal and getting all the adulation — wake up, volunteer your
time and live the real life like the rest of us do every day.

Richard Hilton
Santa Monica

Help is free ... if people really want it
Editor:

Regarding Sunny Collins’ letter “No more room for bleeding hearts” (SMDP,
March 23, page 4), the feeding of the “homeless” in Pacific Palisades Park, the City
Hall lawn, etc., was well taken. The feeding is done by people who do not reside in
this area. They should feed them in their own backyards and park. Why don’t they?
Duh.

Also, the article about the clearing out of a homeless encampment “Freeway
sweep nets 12 arrests,” (SMDP, March 22, page 1) says it all. Found were the crack
pipes, the cases of alcohol, etc. If they would rather feed their addictions than use
their money for rent and food, so be it. And since they are not employed, how are
they feeding their habits?

I’ve said it again and again — any program for the transients should require sobri-
ety as part of the help given. AA is free, folks. Anyone can change if they want to,
but why should they want to? As long as we provide millions to enable their addic-
tions, we are all the losers.

By the way, you can call me a bleeding heart liberal who’s not one but on the con-
servative side. But as one, | totally agree with Sunny.

And P.S. the true homeless — the ones who have lost a job being outsourced and
lost their ability to pay rent, and the families escaping abusive situations — should
be helped all they can to get back on their feet.

We all need a helping hand, but | do not wish to enable alcoholics and drug
addicts when help is free for the asking.

Marilyn Brennan
Santa Monica

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials
from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish
all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com.
All letters must include the author's name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices locat-
ed at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are sub-
ject to editing for space and content.

our editian is one click away
Iog on o smdp.com and subscribe o recelve
the Daily Press daily o your inbax

EYE ON
THE CITY

BY ELIZABETH RIEL

Open up the pages of the Daily Press
on any given day and chances are you’ll
find a story about the city’s homeless
problems.

Just last week we read that a homeless
man assaulted the head librarian at the
Ocean Park Library. A businessman who
brought his company’s convention here
was apparently so upset about his recent
run-ins with the homeless that he said he’s
not coming back.

Frustrated residents write letters all the
time asking why City Hall can’t do some-
thing. So | decided to ask our city’s lead-
ers that question. | contacted our city
councilmembers, Santa Monica Police
Chief James Butts Jr.,, City Manager
Lamont Ewell, and homeless “Czar” Ed
Edelman. All expressed concern and out-
rage about the recent incidents. More
specifically, here’s what they said, in the
order that they responded to my inquiries.

First to respond was Chief Butts, who
said that in his experience “it is rare for a
homeless person to assault citizens or
tourists. Most assaults committed by the
homeless are against other homeless.”

Butts said it’s more common that the
homeless upset residents by monopolizing
public spaces and parks, panhandling, or
frightening people with aberrant behavior.

As far as what the SMPD is doing to
combat problems, Chief Butts said they
conduct “regular nuisance sweeps” for
illegal behavior in problem areas through-
out the city. They also focus on finding
and arresting transients who are on parole
and are not complying with their parole
conditions.

What’s the most important thing people
can do? Butts urged residents and others
to report any assault or criminal behavior
immediately to the SMPD.

City Councilman Kevin McKeown also
stressed that violence of any kind should
be reported immediately to the SMPD and
said that the City Council has repeatedly
directed enforcement of laws against anti-
social behavior, particularly violence.

However, McKeown cautioned that the
effective removal of homeless people who
commit crimes also depends on follow-
through from the courts and available
space in our county jails. When arrestees
are freed due to lack of jail space, “it
makes our police officers’ jobs even more
difficult.”

McKeown added that decisions about
where, when and how many police offi-
cers to deploy are up to Butts — not the
City Council.

Mayor Bob Holbrook empathized with
residents’ frustrations but was optimistic
that things will get better.

“The number of homeless in Santa
Monica is far too large but we are doing
more than ever before,” he said. “We have
solicited federal grants to get chronic
alcohol addicted persons off our streets
and into care and housing. The City
Council has devoted additional resources
and directed city staff to do everything
within our power to reduce the numbers of

homeless persons on our streets, ensure
public safety and to improve the quality of
life for our residents, workers and visi-
tors.”

City Councilman Ken Genser stressed
the need for immediate enforcement.

“Anyone who comes to or lives in our
city should respect and abide by certain
community standards,” he said. “The
issue is really one of enforcement. The
long-term  regional approach s
absolutely necessary, but it doesn’t
address people’s immediate concerns.
We need to be aggressive in enforcing
the laws to let people know that if you
break the law, you will be arrested and
prosecuted. In order to do this, people
must contact the police when there’s a
problem. The city can’t do much more
legislatively.”

City Councilmen Richard Bloom and
Bobby Shriver pointed out that we are
feeling the impact of problems that have
gone unaddressed in LA County and
Southern California.

“We are not going to see real progress
until there’s a concerted regional effort,”
Bloom said. “Political leaders throughout
the state are finally waking up and paying
attention to the issue. As long as there’s
90,000 homeless in Southern California,
we’re going to continue to have a visible,
on-the-street population. People need to
be housed.”

In the meantime, Bloom said Santa
Monica is working on short-term solu-
tions like an ambassador program for the
Promenade, in which individuals outfitted
with walkie-talkies wired to the SMPD
would  circulate  throughout the
Promenade greeting people, monitoring
activity and providing assistance.

“The problem is not a lack of polic-
ing,” Shriver said. “We need the city and
county of Los Angeles to provide more
resources, leadership and housing. Santa
Monica is doing the best it can but it
can’t stop mentally disturbed people
from coming here. They need to be in
mental hospitals. | understand that peo-
ple are frustrated but the public has got
to hold the LA County supervisors
accountable and push them to get on top
of the issue.”

And although City Manager Lamont
Ewell is a newcomer to Santa Monica, he
weighed in with his thoughts.

“We need to balance the rights and
needs of the homeless with making sure
that there is no tolerance for aberrant
behavior,” he said. “These things are not
mutually exclusive. Right now, the city is
working on short- and mid-term solutions
that not only focus on zero tolerance for
criminal behavior but also on job opportu-
nities, stabilized housing, wrap-around
services, and coordination with food and
social service providers. This is a commu-
nity-wide issue and everyone’s interests
must be protected.”

(Note: | did not hear back from
Councilman Herb Katz or homeless czar
Ed Edelman. Mayor Pam O’Connor said
she had been busy with various work-
related projects and hadn’t checked her
city e-mail in a while to be able to
respond.)

(Elizabeth Riel is a Santa Monica resi-
dent. Write her at elizriel@yahoo.com.)
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GUEST COMMENTARY BY ONKAR GHATE

The fear to speak
arrives on U.S. shores

Europeans are all too well acquainted
with the fear of criticizing Islam.

To cite just a few of depressingly
many examples: a painter, Rashid Ben
Ali, is forced into hiding after one of his
shows “featured satirical work critical of
Islamic militant’s violence;” a politician,
Ayaan Hirsi Ali, must go underground
after it becomes known that she has
renounced her Islamic faith; and a film
director, Theo van Gogh, is savagely
stabbed to death for making a film criti-
cal of Islamic oppression of women.
And most recently, of course, there were
the Danish cartoons. When the Jyllands-
Posten, in order to expose and challenge
this climate of intimidation, printed an
article and accompanying cartoons,
some of which portrayed Mohammed in
a negative light, the response was
torched embassies, cries for government
censorship, and death threats.

It appears that we should now begin
to get used to a similar climate in
America.

Borders and Waldenbooks stores
have just announced that they will not
stock the April-May issue of Free
Inquiry magazine because the issue
reprints some of the cartoons. Is the
decision based on disagreement with the
content of the magazine? No, not
according to Borders Group Inc. spokes-
woman Beth Bingham. “For us, the safe-
ty and security of our customers and
employees is a top priority, and we
believe that carrying this issue could
challenge that priority.”

Borders Group’s capitulation to
Islamic thugs is understandable given
the pathetic response of our and other
Western governments.

Has any Western government
declared that an individual’s freedom of
speech is sacrosanct, no matter who
screams offense at his ideas? No. Has
any Western government proclaimed
each individual’s right to life and
pledged to hunt down anyone, any-
where, who abets the murder of one of
its citizens for having had the effrontery
to speak? No — as they did not when
the fatwa against Rushdie was issued,
American bookstores were firebombed,
and Rushdie’s translators were attacked
and murdered.

On the contrary, our government
went out of its way to say that it shares
“the offence that Muslims have taken at
these images,” and even hinted that they
should not be published. The British
police, Douglas Murray reports, told the
editor of a London magazine that they
could not protect him, his staff, or his
offices from attack — so the magazine
removed the cartoons from its Web site.

A few days later, Murray notes, “the
police provided 500 officers to protect a
‘peaceful” Muslim protest in Trafalgar
Square.”

In the face of such outrages, we must
demand that the U.S. government reverse
its disgraceful stand and fulfill is obliga-
tion to protect our right to free speech.

Freedom of speech means the right to
express one’s ideas without danger of
physical coercion from anyone. This
freedom includes the right to make
movies, write books, draw pictures,
voice political opinions — and satirize
religion. This right flows from the right
to think: The right to observe, to follow
the evidence, to reach the conclusions
you judge the facts warrant — and then
to convey your thoughts to others.

In a free society, anyone angered by
someone else’s ideas has a simple and
powerful recourse: Don’t buy his books,
watch his movies, or read his newspa-
pers. If one judges his ideas dangerous,
argue against them. The purveyor of evil
ideas is no threat to those who remain
free to counter them with rational ones.

But the moment someone decides to
answer those he finds offensive with a
knife or a homemade explosive, not an
argument, he removes himself from civ-
ilized society.

Against such a threat to our rights,
our government must respond with
force. If it fails to do so, it fails to fulfill
its reason for being: “To secure these
rights,” Jefferson wrote, “Governments
are instituted among men.” And if it fails
to do so, we the people must hold it to
account.

We must vociferously demand that
our government declare publicly that,
from this day forward, it will defend by
force any American who receives death
threats for criticizing Islam — or reli-
gion — or any other idea. We must
demand that the government protect the
stores and employees of Borders, of
Waldenbooks, and of any other organi-
zation that reprints the cartoons.

We must demand this, because noth-
ing less will prevent America’s climate
of freedom from disintegrating into
Europe’s climate of fear.

(Dr. Onkar Ghate is a senior fellow at
the Ayn Rand Institute in Irvine. The insti-
tute has reprinted the 12 Danish cartoons
on its Web site as part of its ongoing cam-
paign to bring the Danish cartoons to the
widest possible audience — and to
arrange a series of panel discussions to
discuss the vital need to defend free
speech. To see the Danish cartoons
visit: http://www.aynrand.org/site/PageSe
rver?pagename=Danish_Cartoons_01.)
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Studios turn thumbs down on
screening bad movies for critics

BY DAVID GERMAIN
AP Movie Writer

LOS ANGELES — Ceritics are being shut
out of more films as studios forgo advance
screenings on flicks they expect reviewers
to trash, figuring the movies stand a better
chance of box-office success with no
reviews rather than bad ones.

So far this year, 11 movies have not
screened for critics before opening day,
including the Rob Schneider-David Spade
sports comedy “The Benchwarmers” and
Mo’Nique’s fashion comedy “Phat Girlz,”
both opening Friday.

During the same period last year, just
two movies did not screen in advance for
reviewers.

The practice does not sit well with crit-
ics, who either must do without or scram-
ble to catch the movie on opening day and
dash something off if their outlets want to
have a review over opening weekend.

But it makes business sense for studios,
which may presume the drawbacks out-
weigh the benefits if critics are likely to
hate a movie.

“If we think screenings for the press
will help open the movie, we’ll do it,” said
Dennis Rice, publicity chief for Disney,
which did not show its fright flick “Stay
Alive” to critics before it opened in
March. “If we don’t think it’ll help open
the movie or if the target audience is dif-
ferent than the critics’ sensibilities, then it
may make sense not to screen the movie.”

Movies that do not screen ahead of time
generally are genre flicks such as horror
stories or youth comedies whose audi-
ences pay little heed to critics.

“Like ‘Benchwarmers,” if some kid
really wants to see that, |1 don’t know that
bad reviews are going to stop them from

going,” said Paul Dergarabedian, presi-
dent of box-office tracker Exhibitor
Relations.

Television’ “Ebert and Roeper and the
Movies,” added a jab at Hollywood when-
ever a studio did not screen a flick for crit-
ics. Along with their “thumbs-up, thumbs-
down,” Roger Ebert and Richard Roeper
included a *“wagging finger of shame” for
films they were not shown.

They have discontinued that. Ebert got
tired of it, and Roeper said too many
movies were not screening in advance.

Ebert said he is puzzled by Hollywood’s
notion that negative reviews would dam-
age a movie’s box-office potential. He
recalled a conversation he had about five
years ago with a studio executive who told

him he loved it when the show trashed
movies, particularly horror flicks.

“The target audience didn’t care that
we hated those movies because they just
expected us to hate them,” Ebert said. “If
we reviewed them and showed clips and
said they’re stupid and awful and violent,
that’s a selling review for that audience.
So the studio head told me, “Publicity like
that can only help us."™

“Like ‘Benchwarmers,’
if some kid really wants to
see that, | don’t know that
bad reviews are going to
stop them from going.”

PAUL DERGARABEDIAN
President of Exhibitor Relations

Of the films that have not screened for
critics this year, three debuted as the
weekend’s top movies: The vampire
sequel “Underworld Evolution,” the fright
flick “When a Stranger Calls” and the
domestic comic drama “Tyler Perry’s
Madea’s Family Reunion.”

Results have been so-so for other
movies that did not screen, including the
action thriller “Ultraviolet,” the animated
tale “Doogal” and the comedies
“Grandma’s Boy” and “Larry the Cable
Guy: Health Inspector.”

Steve Bunnell — head of distribution
for the Weinstein Co., which released
“Doogal” — said that movie was not
screened for critics because it was “literal-
ly being edited up until the last minute.”

Sony, the studio behind “The
Benchwarmers” and three other films not
screened for critics this year, declined to
comment. Executives at other distributors
that decided against critic screenings —
20th Century Fox, Lionsgate and Fox
Searchlight — either declined to comment
or did not return phone calls.

“It’s telling that most of them won’t
even comment about it, because it’s obvi-
ously something they’re not proud of,”
Roeper said. “But audiences are smart.
They know if a movie isn’t being
reviewed, it’s not because the studio thinks
it’s great. Studios are trying to separate a
moviegoer from his or her money before
not only critical word but word of mouth
comes down on it.”
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Weakened berm prompts evacuation
of 100 homes in the Sierra foothills

BY DON THOMPSON

Associated Press Writer

VALLEY SPRINGS, Calif. — About 100
homes in a golf course community in
Calaveras County were evacuated
Wednesday after a section of an earthen
berm gave way during heavy rains.

There was no immediate danger to
downstream residents, many of whom
watched as crews strengthened the berm
with plastic sheeting and sandbags.

“We’ve made a lot of progress in pro-
tecting the (bottom of the berm) and stop-
ping the erosion,” said Don Walker, a sen-
ior engineer with the Department of Water
Resources who was at the scene a few
miles outside the Sierra foothills town of
Valley Springs.

The breach was one of many problem
spots around California, where a month’s
worth of rain has left rivers and reservoirs
at capacity and raised concerns about
flooding in neighborhoods protected by
saturated levees.

In Southern California, pelting rain
gave way to scattered thunderstorms that
could scatter another half-inch of rain
throughout the region Wednesday, said
Jamie Smith, a National Weather Service
meteorologist in Oxnard. A day earlier,
record amounts of rain fell in Los Angeles
and about a dozen other areas in Ventura
and Los Angeles counties.

Also Tuesday, two levee breaks in the
Central Valley forced evacuations from
residential neighborhoods and inundated
farmland.

Levees and dams were tested through-
out Northern California, forcing some res-
idents from homes near San Francisco
because of the threat of landslides. More
rain was forecast for Wednesday and
meteorologists predicted it would contin-
ue into mid-April.

“The bad news is rain stays in the fore-
cast basically until further notice,” said
Ryan Walbrun, lead forecaster at the
Weather Service’s Monterey office.

The agency was holding regular con-
ference calls with state disaster-manage-
ment officials in preparation for possible
additional evacuations.

Floodwaters breached a 30-foot section
of levee Tuesday along a creek in Merced,
sending up to 18 inches of water pouring
through a mobile home park, said Michael
Miller, a spokesman for the Department of
Water Resources. There were no reports of
injuries.

“l got a sweater, a top, a pair of pants
— only what | had on my back,” said Cora

Ramirez, who was trapped in her house by
rising water and had to be carried out by
firefighters. She waited out the flooding at
an American Red Cross shelter.

"You see these things in the paper, but
you never think it’ll happen to you,” said
Ramirez, who uses a wheelchair.

About 200 people from three trailer
parks were evacuated, said Elaine Post,
spokeswoman for the Merced County
Office of Emergency Services.

“The bad news
is rain stays in the
forecast basically
until further notice.”

RYAN WALBRUN
Lead forecaster, Weather Service

The floodwaters also swelled into a
nearby residential neighborhood, peaking
at about 2 feet, then receding and leaving
a grimy ring of debris on homes.

At the Golden Wheel trailer park near
Merced, floodwaters crept up to doorways.
Barbara Cabezut said she awoke to a knock,
and found a sheriff’s deputy waiting.

“l looked out the door and said ‘God,
we’re flooded,"” Cabezut said as she wait-
ed at the Red Cross shelter for the waters
to recede. The elderly woman waded
through deep water to get to the deputy’s
truck.

South of Sacramento, a Consumnes
River levee east of Highway 99 gave way,
swamping fields but posing no threat to
homes. A levee in the same area broke in
January during heavy storms.

With no end in sight for the rains, the
levee breaks heightened anxieties here
about this region’s fragile levee system.

In Washington, D.C., a key Senate
spending committee approved $22 million
for high-priority levee repair projects on
the California Delta. That is a tiny fraction
of the $6 billion Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger sought earlier this year.

“l think it just shows, again, how
important it is for us to concentrate on
repairing and fixing our levees”
Schwarzenegger said Tuesday.

The Senate Appropriations Committee
approved the money as part of an emer-
gency spending bill for hurricane recovery
and military operations in Irag and
Afghanistan, said Sen. Dianne Feinstein,
D-Calif., who sits on the committee.
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Ocean Park seen as possible center site

HOMELESS, from page 1

more prudent to locate it in a community
where there is a significant need, but a
severe lack of support, city officials said.

There is also concern that Santa
Monica is over-extended and could not
handle the influx of additional homeless
the centers might bring.

“I’m not anxious to see a facility in
Santa Monica,” said Councilman Richard
Bloom, a member of Bring Los Angeles
Home, a coalition of elected officials,
social service providers, clergy and law

enforcement which is expected to release
a 10-year plan to end homelessness today.
“| think there are plenty of opportunities
for these centers here, but | think that
everybody needs to step up to the plate
and contribute to the extent that Santa
Monica has. We are not opposed to the
location of services, we just believe every-
one should be involved, not just the City
of Los Angeles and Santa Monica.”
Under a $100 million initiative
approved by the Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors on Tuesday, five
regional centers will be created over the
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next few years, each located in strategic
locations through the county.

The centers will be used by law
enforcement as an alternative to booking
homeless persons with mental illness or
substance abuse issues who are arrested
for minor offenses and in need of social
services.

In addition, the centers will serve peo-
ple who are discharged from county jails
and hospitals and have no identified place
to go. The centers will be staffed with
mental health, health/substance abuse, and
social service experts who will deal with
current issues and seek to arrange for
appropriate housing with supportive serv-
ices upon discharge.

One location that could be used is the
Ocean Park Community Center’s
SAMOSHEL, which city officials said is
already overcrowded.

“The point we are trying to make is that
we are over capacity,” said Kate Vernez,
assistant to the city manager, governmen-
tal relations. “With 88,000 people within
the county, it will take the entire region to
have any relay impact on homelessness.”

Councilman Bobby Shriver said plac-
ing a center in the city will be counter to
the City Councils effort to get others
involved. The council last month
announced its support for a state law that
would require cities to identify in their
general plans locations where homeless
services can be located, known as “fair
share zoning.”

“The consolidation of services is not a
good idea. We’ve seen that from looking
at problems on Skid Row,” Shriver said.
“We need to disperse service throughout
the region.”

As part of the county initiative, local
governments will have no power to block
the construction of these shelters, much to
the chagrin of Sup. Mike Antonovich, who
cast the lone vote against the proposal out
of fear that it had the potential to spread
the problem of homelessness.

Supervisor Don Knabe proposed
amending the initiative to give veto power
to cities, but that was rejected by a major-
ity of supervisors who felt too many
municipalities would opt out as they have
done in the past.

“We aren’t trying to shove this down
anyone’s throats,” said Supervisor Zev
Yaroslavsky, whose district includes Santa
Monica. “But we have seen, even with the
most responsible proposals, a small group
of people derail an entire project because
they didn’t want it, and that is unaccept-
able.”

Yaroslavsky said those designing the
initiative will work closely with elected
officials from the 88 cities within the
county to address their concerns and see if
a deal can be reached that benefits every-
one.

As for Santa Monica, Yaroslavsky said
he can’t rule out a center being built here,
but he did say that the city has “done more
than its fair share and would not necessar-
ily be a place that we are looking.”

“It’s all about how the city feels it can
help and how we can help them,” the
supervisor said. “The money has been
appropriated for next year’s budget, but
the remaining details still have to be
worked out. This is still very early on in
the process.”

In addition to the stabilization centers,
the initiative also includes the creation of
community courts where minor, “quality
of life” offenses could be dismissed upon
the completion of a drug and alcohol
recovery, or mental health program.
Offenses eligible for dismissal would
include Metro fair evasion, jaywalking,
traffic citations, and all associated fines
and warrants.

The City of Santa Monica is in discus-
sions with the City Attorney’s Office to
create a similar court here, said Ed
Edelman, City Hall’s homeless czar and a
former county supervisor, who praised his
successors for taking a “bold step.”

Edelman will be meeting with county
staff on Friday to further discuss the initia-
tive and see where the city of Santa
Monica can be of service.

“I’m sure as we go along and look at
the plan in more detail, there will be sug-
gested changes,” Edelman said. “The fact
that the county has put up additional
money into this is a step forward. It won’t
end homelessness but it will at least give
us a greater chance at reducing the num-
bers of homeless in our region.”

DISTINCT PRODUCT PACKAGING
BEGINS WITH VISION.

II'nl"llSIIDl"«l 15 ACHIEVED THROQUGH STRATEGIC
CONSULTING & COLLABORATION.

COLLABORATION CREATES POWERFUL RESULTS.

Communicating

((;f COPIACREATIVE

310.8.Copia.C (826.7422) www.copiacreative.com

Vision

MARKETING » BranDING « CREATIVE = WEB » STRATEGIC CONSULTING




ADVERTISEMENT Santa Monica Daily Press Q Thursday, April 6, 2006 QO Page 9

Tests that can save your life
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instrument called a transducer to visualize the aorta.

Peripheral Arterial Disease Screening %45 James and Jerri Harper,

Screens for peripheral arterial disease in the lower extremities. Studies suggest an Escalon, CA
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coronary artery disease.
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Farmers’ Market
tragedy appears
headed for courts

FARMERS MARKET, from page 1

have been filed against City Hall, Weller and others
believed to be liable for the accident, had been put on
hold until the criminal proceedings were finalized.

But a Santa Monica judge ruled last fall that six of
those cases must go forward because some of the plain-
tiffs — all victims of the July 16, 2003 accident — are
aging or their health is deteriorating. Judge Valerie Baker
on March 29 ordered those cases to go to trial on July 10,
the same day the criminal trial is scheduled to begin.

Weller has pleaded not guilty to 10 felony counts of
vehicular manslaughter with gross negligence. He appar-
ently lost control of his car after he rear-ended a
Mercedes Benz at the intersection of Fourth Street and
Arizona Avenue. Police say he hit the accelerator instead
of the brake. Weller traveled 995 feet through the market
at speeds of up to 60 mph, avoiding parked cars but hurl-
ing pedestrians into the air before stopping, a California
Highway Patrol report said.

The 10 people killed ranged in age from 7 months to
78 years old.

One of the plaintiffs has died while waiting for the
civil and criminal cases to proceed, thus making the pain
and suffering claim null and void for her estate.

Steve Archer, one of more than a dozen lawyers repre-
senting 63 plaintiffs, said Judge Baker ultimately decided
that six of the cases were exceptions either because of the
plaintiffs’ age or deteriorating health.

“She basically said these people deserve to have their
day in court,” said Archer, who is acting as the representa-
tive for the plaintiffs’ steering committee for all of the cases.
Archer is representing one client, Melissa Greenstein, a reg-
istered nurse in her late 30s who was on vacation in
California and was injured at the Farmers’ Market. The
woman suffered multiple fractures requiring several surger-
ies. Her medical bills and loss of income is estimated at
more than $1 million, according to her lawsuit.

City Hall has filed a motion to continue the six cases
scheduled for trial. That motion, as well as the status of
the remaining 30 cases, will be discussed at a hearing
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Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press

The weekly Farmers’ Market on Arizona Avenue goes on rain or shine, which had a little of both on Wednesday.

before Judge Baker on April 10. The possibilities of
mediation or settlement negotiations also are on the agen-
da, Archer said.

One of the main reasons for the delays is that Weller, a
retired wholesale grocer who lives north of Montana
Avenue, refuses to talk.

“We haven’t been able to finish discovery because Mr.
Weller is asserting his Fifth Amendment right, and clear-
ly he is an important player in this case,” said City Hall’s
Chief Deputy City Attorney Jeanette Schachtner, regard-
ing why she is seeking a continuance. She argues that the
civil cases should be dealt with after the criminal pro-

Kiwanis upon us

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
Past Kiwanis presidents (from left) Ronald Hallal and Jeff Segal, and current Kiwanis President Merlyn Raco, induct their newest
member, Shirley Strom, the development director of the Santa Monica Red Cross, at the Santa Monica Family YMCA luncheon.

ceedings are over.

“Once the criminal case is over, he has no basis to
assert his Fifth Amendment right,” Schachtner said. “We
feel (moving the civil cases to trial) is premature based on
the fact that Mr. Weller has refused to give a statement
since he is the major cause of this accident.”

The defendants in the civil matter include Weller, City
Hall, the Bayside District Corp., which is a nonprofit that
manages downtown with public money, the Southland
Farmers Market Association and Step Up On Second, a
social service agency that helps mentally ill homeless
people and plays a large role in the weekly markets. The
statute of limitations ran out in the case in September of
2004 and no more lawsuits are expected to be filed.

Attorneys representing the plaintiffs argue the city of
Santa Monica should have had protective barriers situat-
ed at both ends of the market, much like it does at the
ends of the Third Street Promenade.

“This is not an issue of this guy being a lunatic who
tried to run down people on purpose,” Archer said. “He
got confused, hit the wrong pedal. It happens, but the city
should have known there was a danger.”

Santa Monica officials maintain that it was a tragic
accident that couldn’t have been foreseen.

City Hall and Bayside — both of which are being rep-
resented by an outside law firm, as well as in-house attor-
neys — have filed motions for the civil cases to be
thrown out of court. Those motions will be heard on June
2. Step Up On Second also has filed a similar motion,
which will be heard on May 22.

Meanwhile, attorneys representing Weller in the crim-
inal matter hope for another delay. Mark Overland, one of
Weller’s defense lawyers, said he plans to file a motion
for a continuance within 10 days of the next scheduled
hearing, which is May 12.

“We think we’ll be ready in November,” he said,
declining to answer why he is asking for a delay. “(The
reason) will be in the motion.”

Prosecutor Ann Ambrose said she is ready to go to
trial.

“The people has announced that it is ready,” she said.
“They’ve been given adequate time and they’re going to
have to prove an adequate reason to delay it ... | anticipate
that we will start on July 10.”

Weller’s health continues to deteriorate, which has
some who are involved in the case concerned that he
might die before the court proceedings begin or justice is
sought. Others believe that both the prosecution and the
defense are stalling so that the case is never brought to
trial.
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Board wants to stay In-house

SPECIAL ED, from page 1

special education and student support
services. “Technology could be a colored
overlay, a ruler used to keep one’s place
while reading, a new pencil grip for writ-
ing or a laptop computer with special soft-
ware or a device that allows someone to
communicate.”

Identifying which works best for indi-
vidual students in special education is cur-
rently being done by private consultants
on a needs-only basis. The new, certificat-
ed position will be full time and should
provide a cost savings for the district,
Walker said.

Salary has not been set and is based on
experience, Walker said.

The move is part of the school board’s
effort to bring more work in-house, to pro-
vide better services for students and to
save money. With a permanent staff mem-
ber to fill the position, the board does not
have to hire expensive consultants, who
are not subject to the same controls or
evaluation process as district employees.

Parent Tricia Crane said the new position
is good for students, but criticized the dis-
trict for waiting almost 10 years to create it.

“The district has been out of compli-
ance for years and has not been meeting
the needs of students,” Crane said.

Employing a specialist in assistive tech-
nology is required under law as part of the

1997 re-authorization of the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act, Walker said.

Since the law’s passage, the district has
used private contractors to conduct assess-
ments and make recommendations for
teachers.

“Usually, the team can make determi-
nations about assistive technology without
a specialist, but obviously there are cases
that rise to the level of needing a formal
assessment and recommendations for con-
sideration, and that is when we sub-con-
tract out,” Walker said.

If the board approves of the position,
Walker said the district will begin adver-
tising immediately to fill it, with hopes of
having someone in place before the start
of the new school year.

The district is looking for candidates
who have a minimum of five years full-
time teaching experience with severely
handicapped students, at least one year’
experience in designing individual educa-
tion programs, and a masters degree.
Candidates who have taught within the
district are preferred, as well as those who
have basic sign language skills, according
to a report from district staff.

In addition to evaluations and assess-
ments, the teacher specialist would be
required to design and deliver workshops
for teachers and parents, provide routine in-
class support, and maintain a detailed list of
equipment purchased and their location.

BRIEFS, from page 3
Quilts blanket museum

By Daily Press staff

The fiber of some local quilters’
being will be on display for several
months for all to see.

Showing from April 29 to Aug. 13,
at the California Heritage Museum, the
exhibition brings together quilts from
30 members of the premier guild for |
professional quilters, Studio Art Quilt |
Associates (SAQA) to show the cutting
edge of fiber art in California.

SAQA artists pursue their own
unique visions through the medium of
fabric. Some make abstract pieces that
capture mood and flow, others engage
with environmental concerns; some use
humor. Others layer images and sym-
bols in their work.

Quilts embody particular times and
places, and quilts made in California
today show California as vibrant and

Photo courtesy

truly innovative, quilters say.
The exhibition was juried by
acclaimed curator Sandi Fox, collec-

A sampling of what is on display at a local muse-
um. Quilts were created by California Members
of Studio Art Quilt Associates quilters.

tion curator, Quilts, Los Angeles

County Museum of Art and Tobi Smith, director of the California Heritage Museum.
The museum is located at 2612 Main St. For more information, call (310) 392

8537.
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Tax time is just part of

your financial picture

Questions taxpayers should be asking themselves

By Daily Press staff

As April begins, about four out of 10 California taxpayers still need to do their
taxes, according to the Internal Revenue Service. Here are 12 questions and answers
to help these taxpayers meet the Monday, April 17 deadline:

QUESTION: Why is the tax deadline on April 17 this year?

ANSWER: Normally the tax deadline is April 15, but that date falls on a Saturday
this year, so California taxpayers will have until Monday, April 17 to file. Even with
those two extra days though, try to avoid the last-minute rush.

QUESTION: Where can | get IRS forms and publications?

ANSWER: Internet: You can download forms and publications on the IRS Web site
at www.IRS.gov. Walk-in: During the tax-filing season, many libraries and post
offices offer free tax forms to taxpayers. Some libraries also have copies of com-
monly-requested publications.

QUESTION: How should I go about choosing a paid tax preparer?

ANSWER: While most paid return preparers provide excellent service to their
clients, be as careful in choosing a tax preparer as you are in selecting your doctor
or lawyer. Be careful with tax preparers who claim they can obtain larger refunds
than other preparers. Avoid preparers who base their fee on a percentage of the
amount of your refund. Never sign a blank tax form.

Find out your paid return preparer’s credentials. In California, all tax preparers
who are not an attorney, a CPA or an enrolled agent — this last category comprises
tax preparers who have passed an IRS test — are required to register with the
California Tax Education Council. CTEC ensures that its members meet education-
al requirements and are bonded.

QUESTION: How can | get free tax assistance?

ANSWER: Call the IRS at 1-800-829-1040, or the AARP Tax Aide at 1-888-227-
7669. These hotlines have information on volunteer income tax assistance (VITA)
and tax aide sites that help low- to moderate-income taxpayers, the elderly with their
taxes and the earned income tax credit. Los Angeles County has more than 150 such
sites, but days and hours of operation vary. Some sites serve taxpayers on a walk-in
basis, while others require an appointment.

QUESTION: What is the earned income tax credit?

ANSWER: The earned income tax credit (EITC) is a tax credit for low- to moder-
ate-income people who earn under $37,263. A tax credit usually means more money
in the pocket. It reduces the amount of tax owed. But to claim it, you have to file a
federal tax return and have social security numbers for yourself and your qualifying
children. Use the EITC Assistant at www.irs.gov. It’s available in English and
Spanish, and is an easy way to determine EITC eligibility. The earned income tax
credit could help more taxpayers nationwide, but only about 75 percent of those who
are eligible actually participate. VITA and AARP Tax Aide sites can help many tax-
payers with the EITC.

See Q & A, page 13

MARKET
MATTERS

BY BRIAN HEPP

It’s tax time again and deadlines are
looming. But as you begin preparing to
file your 2005 tax return, now is a good
time to review your overall financial pic-
ture as well. As with all your investments,
it’s important to have a good handle on
your tax situation so you can maximize
any savings opportunities that may exist.

While many of your investment deci-
sions won’t be made on the basis of tax
planning alone, there are still several tax-
related strategies you should consider to
help minimize Uncle Sam’ tax bite, leav-
ing you more money to put away for your
own future. Following are some items to
be aware of as you prepare your 2005 tax
return, and also a few things to consider as
you look to the future as well.

When figuring your taxes each year, it’s
important to take note of all your capital
gains and losses over the course of the
year, and come up with a net gain or loss.
For investments you’ve held for one year
or less, you’ll be calculating what are
known as short-term gains or losses.
Long-term applies to those investments
you’ve held longer than one year.

To calculate your overall gain or loss,
you’ll need to start by comparing similar
investments. First you’ll net your short-
term gains versus short-term losses, and
then net your long-term gains versus long-
term losses. Once you have those two fig-
ures, you can then net short-term against
long-term to come up with your total gain
or loss for the year. If you're left with a net
loss, you can take a deduction for up to
$3,000 against ordinary income on your
taxes for that year. Any excess losses over
that $3,000 amount can be carried over to

the next year to go through the same net-
ting process again.

Tax time also is a good opportunity to
revisit a couple of long-term savings oppor-
tunities. The tax filing deadline is the last
day to make contributions to a traditional or
a Roth IRA, and have them counted for the
2005 tax year. So if you haven’t already
maxed out your contributions for last year,
you still have time to get those in. The max-
imum contribution for 2005 is $4,000, and
those age 50 or older are allowed to make
additional “catch-up” contributions of
another $500. Looking ahead, that catch-up
limit will be raised to $1,000 for 2006,
bringing the total contribution allowable
for those nearing retirement up to $5,000.

Education savings accounts also need
to be funded by the April filing deadline.
The maximum contribution for these
accounts is $2,000 per child, per year.
Those accounts also are subject to certain
income requirements. But if you’re eligi-
ble to contribute to an education savings
account, now is a good time to consider
adding to — or possibly establishing — a
savings account for your child’s education.
Keep in mind that contributions made dur-
ing 2006 for 2005 are still considered gifts
for 2006 for federal gift tax purposes.

While many people dread the some-
times tedious process of filing their taxes,
you can use this annual ritual to conduct a
thorough review of your overall financial
situation. You may just find several other
savings opportunities that you wouldn’t
normally have considered.

(This article provided by Brian Hepp of
A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc. Member SIPC.
Brian Hepp is a financial consultant and
can be reached at (310) 453-0077 or at
brian.hepp@agedwards.com. A.G.
Edwards is a full-service retail brokerage
that offers a complete spectrum of financial
products and services, including stocks,
bonds, and mutual funds, retirement plan-
ning and tax-advantage investments.)

GUEST COMMENTARY BY LEO LINBECK

The auctioning of America’s tax code

With millions of Americans once
again struggling to complete their federal
income taxes it is a good time to reflect
on the profoundly dysfunctional and
highly punitive federal tax code that only
gets more complicated year after year.

The patchwork quilt of tax loopholes,
exclusions, adjustments, and various
forms and schedules that we all struggle
to understand is a reflection of the whole-
sale auctioning off of the tax code over
the last several decades into the hands of
an army of powerful, well-heeled lobby-
ists. The hallway in front of the tax code-
writing House Ways and Means
Committee where they practice their lav-
ishly compensated trade has even been
dubbed “Gucci Gulch” in recognition of
the $1,000 shoes worn by many lobbyists.

Tax policy is big business in
Washington. Members of the House
Ways and Means Committee, the Senate
Finance Committee and their staff are

routinely paid signing bonuses of $1 mil-
lion and more when they join powerful
Washington lobbying firms. Recent revela-
tions about the clout of some Washington
lobbyists pale in comparison to the real and
hidden influence of tax lobbyists on both cit-
izens’ responsibilities to the national govern-
ment and the nation’s economic well-being.

Unfortunately, Americans have learned
to fear “tax simplification” because the
tax code always gets more — not less —
complicated in the lobbyists’ hands. The
code is so complex that even the Internal
Revenue Service fails about half of the
time to accurately answer taxpayers’ ques-
tions and even H&R Block has been fined
for getting its own taxes wrong.

This complexity gives rise to another
staggering $265 billion a year in tax com-
pliance costs by legions of frustrated cit-
izens and busy auditors, tax preparers,
lawyers and corporate compliance special-
ists. Compliance costs alone represent a

greater sum than the combined annual rev-
enues of Sears, Walt Disney, Microsoft,
Rite Aid and McDonald’s. That honest cit-
izens must spend so much time and
money in order to comply with a federal
law is an indignity that seems lost on
many critics of a national retail sales tax.
As the founder of a national campaign
to replace the income tax with a transpar-
ent, simple, and non-regressive national
retail sales tax, | have seen first-hand the
lengths that both elected officials and the
entourage fed by the tax code will go to in
order to defend their turf. In recent delib-
erations by the president’s Advisory Panel
on Federal Tax Reform, for example, mil-
lions of dollars of top level research by
recognized economists supporting the
FairTax proposal was simply swept under
the rug. The panel was charged with sug-
gesting fundamental reform but failed to
deliver under the leadership of two former
U.S. Senators — both of whom work in

firms lobbying the tax code.

When we began our work at
FairTax.org, we naively thought that our
common-sense proposal of a national
retail sales tax that eliminates the IRS,
untaxes the poor, favors American pro-
ducers, and is simple enough to be under-
stood by a child would be welcomed by
our elected officials. To date, 54 coura-
geous members of Congress agree.

Once upon a time, our tax policy may
have been intended to spur growth in seg-
ments of the economy while fairly funding
the government. Today it is simply a lucra-
tive Washington business that specializes
in shearing taxpaying sheep while reward-
ing those wealthy enough to buy into the
corrupt auction of taxpayers’ wealth. This
assault on taxpayers and the nation’s best
interests cries out for fundamental reform.

(Leo Linbeck is chairman of Americans
For Fair Taxation. Log on FairTax.org)
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Another golden opportunity

Q & A, from page 12

billion surplus. The Wall Street Journal, among others,
pounced on “Dark Matter” as the explanation. We were
making money on things of intangible value that didn’t
THE WEEKLY RECKONING show up on list of externally held assets.

BY BILL BONNER Since this is so, deduced the Wall Street Journal, when
you take dark matter into account, “America is a net cred-
itor, not a net debtor.”

QUESTION: Why E-File my taxes?

ANSWER: E-filing is faster, safer, and more accu-
rate, and your refund can arrive in as little as two
weeks if direct deposit is chosen. For the first time
last year, more than half of all California taxpayers e-
filed. As of March 31 this year, more than 5.7 million

Californians had e-filed, including more than 1.5 mil- Gosh and golly! But, now cometh the tally for 2005,

lion from the Los Angeles area. Today, we have some advice. It is no different from the and all that dark matter has suddenly gone dark. Gone is

advice we have given many times before, but today we the massive gravitational pull of $30.4 billion surplus —

QUESTION: How can | use the “Free File” program? give it with special urgency. in its place is a paltry little refrigerator magnet of $1.6
ANSWER: The IRS is working with Free File We have been reading reports of “dark matter” in the billion.

Alliance, a group of tax software companies, to help | world economy. We ignore them. Dark matter seems to us Willem Buiter, a monetary astronomer at Goldman

taxpayers electronically prepare and file their federal to be just another goofball effort to disguise the facts, like  Sachs, comments: “I expect that in the years to come, the
tax returns for free. Free File is basically available to coming into the office without shaving so the boss will paradox of the US being both a net debtor and a recipient
taxpayers with adjusted gross income of $50,000 or | think you’ve been at work all night. That is what happens of positive net foreign investment income, will be
below. Go to the IRS Web site at www.irs.gov and when people get desperate. They invent fantastic stories resolved by net foreign investment income turning nega-

click on the link for “Free File” and follow the and far-fetched explanations. tive.
instructions. Last year, more than 5 million taxpayers “Dark matter” comes from the hypothesis of “With the U.S. trade gap in October 2005 widening to
used “Free File.” astronomer Kristian Birkeland, who, in 1913, noticed that a new record US$68.9bn, the U.S. current account deficit
there seemed to be a gravitational pull exerted by objects is unsustainable. Its correction will require a large depre-
QUESTION: Should I itemize? he couldn’t detect. He called it “dark matter.” Now, the ciation of the real effective U.S. dollar exchange rate, on
ANSWER: Itemizing depends on how much you expression is being used to label various intangible assets  reasonable estimates by no less than 30 percent, and quite
spent on certain expenses last year. Money paid for | — Yankee ingenuity, American brands, management possibly by more.”
medical care, mortgage interest, taxes, charitable con- skills — that are said to bring the U.S. investment income The Asian Development Bank warned readers last
tributions, etc., can reduce your taxes. If the total from overseas, even while the assets held by Americans week to “prepare for a collapse of the dollar.”
amount on such categories is greater than the standard overseas, compared to those held in the U.S. by foreign- Thursday, the dollar fell. We suspect that more is com-
deduction, you can usually benefit by itemizing. ers, continue to go down. ing. Sell the dollar. Buy gold.
The standard deduction amounts for 2005 are: sin- In other words, while the net international investment
gle or married filing separately, $5,000; married fil- position of the United States slipped to $2.5 trillion, for a (For more insight and analysis, please visit www.dai-
ing jointly, $10,000; head of household, $7,300. while at least, the income derived from its foreign invest-  lyreckoning.com)
ments was greater than the money it was paying out to
QUESTION: What are some common mistakes to foreigners. It didn’t seem to make sense. Investment “World Famous”

avoid? income should have turned negative, too. 7 9

ANSWER: Double-check your math. The No. 1 error Economists scanned the heavens to try to make sense %Ig %Ban 5 @att
IRS sees every year are mathematical that need to be of it, but they couldn’t see anything that would readily

corrected. But remember that doing your return by | explain this investment inflow. Even in the areas where AT SANTA MONICA BEACH

computer and e-filing dramatically reduces any math | the United States might have had a big and growing Where the “locals” meet and the *“fun loving” tourists always return!
errors. Make sure the names and Social Security or intangible advantage — technology, for example — the BN ERC A2V Y 1T & 7 RN lIKI (8
other identification numbers for yourself, your spouse evidence showed the opposite. The United States was No.

and your dependents are correct and legible. 1 in broadband access in 2000. Now it is 16th. In 2000,

Sports TV « 2 Outdoor Patios « Smoking Allowed

Otherwise, exemptions could be disallowed or the | the United States made 40 percent of world’s telecom Reasonable Prices! Children Welcome!

child tax credit could be denied. equipment, now it makes only 21 percent. And, the 1615 Ocean Front, Santa Monica (310) 393-2666
Be sure to report interest income, dividends and United States has fewer people with cellular phones — in At Santa Monica Beach in front of the historic merry-go-round, just below & southeast of the pier

capital gains. Your bank tells the IRS about your earn- percentage terms — than 41 other countries. This locarion has been here since 1902

ings. Remember to include interest income, divi- Nevertheless, in 2004, in the accounts of international

dends, and capital gains on your tax return. investment income, the United States registered a $30.4

Be sure to sign and date the return. More than 1
million people each year forget to take that one final,

DONATE Your Vehicle

simple step when they file by paper. Also, both spous- N I

es must sign a joint return. An unsigned return will T Y CI c h

not be accepted by the IRS. urn our ose' In'o as 0 Tax deductible. The call is free!

No DMV hassle. And so is the pick-up!

QUESTION: What if | owe taxes and can’t pay? L.A’s hottest resale store! ? e SR epIetp
ANSWER: Consider applying for an IRS installment .

agreement, suggesting your own monthly payment American Red Cross

amount and due date, and getting a reduced late pay- rea a e s 1.866.7REDCROSS

ment penalty rate. You also have various options for DESIGNER RESALE 1-866-.773-32706

charging your balance on a credit card. There is no
IRS fee for credit card payments, but the processing
companies charge a convenience fee.

Cars * Boats * RVs * Cars * Boats * RVs * Cars * Boats * RVs

QUESTION: What if | just run out of time? ACCEPTING
ANSWER: Request an automatic six-month exten- NEW CONSIGNERS

sion of time to file by submitting Form 4868. This

extension only gives you more time to get all the com- WANTED:
pleted tax forms in. You will still owe interest on any *
amount not paid by April 17, plus a late payment LOUIS VUITTON
penalty. But not filing anything at all can be even CHANEL
more costly, resulting in a stiff, separate failure to file GUCC
penalty if you owe money. So, get Form 4868 post-
marked by April 17 and pay as much as you can. HERMES
ST. JOHN

QUESTION: How can | find out the status of my PRADA

refund? JUDITH LEIBER

ANSWER: Go to the official IRS Web site at MISSONI
www.irs.gov and click on the “Where’s My Refund?”
link which will guide you to your refund’s status. The DOLCE & GABBANA
system is secure and privacy is ensured.

And a final warning note: Beware of identity 1126 Wilshire BlVd., Na Santa Monica
thieves sending e-mails offering tax refunds

Do not open any e-mails that come into your com-
puter saying that you have a refund coming from the (310) 451'2277

IRS. This is a “phishing” scam. The IRS does not send
unsolicited e-mail to taxpayers. www.greatiabels.com
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Migrant smugglers expect business
to boom with immigrant crackdown

BY JULIE WATSON

Associated Press Writer

DOLORES HIDALGO, Mexico — Barely 18, Jose belongs
to Mexico’s new generation of migrant smugglers —
young, savvy and happy to see Uncle Sam further tighten
border security.

Why? It’s good for business, he says.

Jose figures more migrants will seek his help if the U.S.
Senate approves legislation to double the Border Patrol and
put up a virtual wall of unmanned vehicles, cameras and
sensors to monitor the 2,000-mile border with Mexico.

Border experts say the price for helping Mexicans
move north has quadrupled from $300 to $1,200 since
1994, when the U.S. last tightened the rules. Cases are
coming to light of smugglers making $1 million or more.
And Jose reckons the earnings will rise yet higher if new
obstacles go up.

“This is never going to end,” he said. “The United
States cannot work without Mexicans.”

Jose is a lanky, baby-faced teen in a baseball cap who
says he started smuggling people late last year and made
$16,000 in his first three months. His mother worries, but
needs the money — Jose was making $53 a week cutting
lettuce. Talking to a reporter outside their humble, adobe
house near this city in central Mexico, Jose and his moth-
er asked to withhold their surname for fear of arrest.

"We’re always going to look for a way to get in, and
there’s always a way,” Jose said. “This is a business for
everyone.”

Not so, says Sen. John Cornyn, the Texas Republican
who chairs the Senate’s immigration subcommittee. The
way to hurt smugglers’ business is by “securing our bor-
ders and working cooperatively with other nations on
enforcement,” along with providing a temporary worker
program, he said in a statement e-mailed to The
Associated Press.

The Senate is debating a series of immigration bills.
Some simply bolster border enforcement and crack down
on employers. Others offer a temporary worker program
and possible legalization of the estimated 11 million
undocumented immigrants in the United States. The
House version would impose criminal penalties and build
700 miles of border fence.

Victor Clark, a Mexican border expert in Tijuana who
has studied smugglers’ patterns for decades, agrees with
Jose. “This is going to have the opposite effect of what
the U.S. government wants, since the demand for migrant
smugglers is going to go up,” he said.

The smuggling business flourished after the U.S.
Border Patrol cracked down on the busiest crossings into
Texas and California in 1994.

Migrants were funneled into the remote Arizona
desert, and domestic flights into Hermosillo, Sonora, the
biggest Mexican city near the Arizona border, jumped
from 20 a week in 1994 to nearly 500 today. The airport’s
baggage claim area is often nearly empty because
migrants arrive with little more than a duffel bag for the
rest of their journey.

Many risk death walking for 30 hours in 100 degree

temperatures through remote desert terrain. The smuggler
leading them may well be linked to organized crime,
though Jose says he isn’t.

That too is a change from the days when it was consid-
ered something of a community service in Mexican vil-
lages and older, trusted men would show relatives and
neighbors the safest routes.

Now a growing number of smugglers are like Jose —
in it just for the money.

“The new generation of migrant smugglers are youths
who see their clients as merchandise,” Clark said. “Many
of them abandon the migrants in the desert or give them
drugs, or tell migrants they know the way when they
don’t, and they end up dying along with the migrants.
Others have turned to violence to steal clients from other
smugglers.”

Smuggling people into the United States from around
the world has become a $10 billion-a-year business rival-
ing drug profits, according to U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement officials who started tracking
smuggler profits three years ago.

A Texas-based smuggler who was sentenced to nine
years in federal prison in December earned nearly $1 mil-
lion driving about 6,000 illegal Latin American migrants
to work in Chinese restaurants throughout the upper
Midwest.

In January, investigators arrested two Texas families
who allegedly earned $1.6 million in two years by hiring
a fleet of trucks near the border city of El Paso to trans-
port migrants across the United States.

“One truck driver, all he did was transport aliens,” said
Dan Page, acting special agent in charge for the agency in
El Paso.

In the central Mexican ranching town of San Diego,
migrants board smugglers’ trucks and vans nearly every
Sunday to head for the border.

“The smugglers around here have the biggest houses,”
said resident Guillermo Melchor, who said he paid
$1,300 to get to Houston through a trafficking network.

He made it but said his 23-year-old friend, crossing
separately, died of a heart attack after taking a stimulant
from a smuggler to endure the long desert walk.

Jose charges $1,200 per person, sharing his earnings
with a driver who waits on a highway outside Laredo,
Texas, to pick up the migrants, and another man who pro-
vides a Houston safe house for new arrivals.

He said he made his first $16,000 smuggling 40 peo-
ple in four journeys from the cactus-studded state of
Guanajuato by bus to the border, then across the Rio
Grande to meet the driver.

They usually wade across at night, then walk for two
hours through the scrubby south Texas desert, with the
lights of Laredo in view. Jose’s rules are simple: Keep
alert. No talking. No smoking. If you see a light flash or
hear a noise, it could be the Border Patrol. If you see
someone, run like crazy.

Jose says he treats his migrants well and even helps
those he finds abandoned in the desert — for a price, of
course.

After all, he said: “It’s business.”

INEXPENSIVE, QUALITY CARPET CLEANING
residue free * anti soiling treatment * { hour dry time
APARTMENT SPECIAL: $25 PER ROOM.

FREE HALLWAY CLEANING
2 room minimum, includes free pre-vaccuming

£ Rob's Carpet Care 310-729-2931

Saddam cross-examined
for first time In trial,
calls court “illegitimate’

BY MARIAM FAM

Associated Press Writer

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Saddam Hussein was cross-
examined for the first time in his six-month-old trial
Wednesday, saying he approved death sentences
against Shiites in the 1980s because he believed the
evidence had proven they were involved in an assassi-
nation attempt against him.

Standing alone as the sole defendant in the court-
room, Saddam dodged questions from prosecutors
over his role in the crackdown, giving long speeches
in which he called the court “illegitimate.” He also
accused the current Shiite-led Interior Ministry of
killing and torturing thousands of Iraqis and bickered
with chief judge Raouf Abdel-Rahman.

The session came a day after prosecutors indicted
Saddam on separate charges of genocide, accusing
him of trying to exterminate Kurds in a 1980s cam-
paign that killed an estimated 100,000 people. The
charges will be dealt with in a separate trial.

In the current trial, Saddam and seven former mem-
bers of his regime are charged in a crackdown against
Shiites launched after a 1982 assassination attempt
against Saddam in the town of Dujail. In the sweep that
followed, 148 Shiites were killed and hundreds were
imprisoned, some of them undergoing torture.

Dressed in a black suit and white shirt, Saddam
appeared relaxed throughout Wednesday’s question-
ing, frequently shooting grins at chief prosecutor
Moussa al-Jaafari and even reciting a short bit of
poetry to the judge.

Al-Jaafari asked Saddam about his approval for
death sentences passed against the Shiites by his
Revolutionary Court, which prosecutors have argued
gave them only a cursory trial.

“That is one of the duties of the president,” Saddam
replied. “I had the right to question the judgment. But |
was convinced the evidence that was presented was suf-
ficient” to show their guilt in the assassination attempt.

In a previous court session, Saddam acknowledged
ordering the trial in which the Shiites were sentenced to
death but has maintained his actions were legal because
they were in response to the attempt to kill him.

Al-Jaafari displayed a series of documents that he
has previously shown the court, including an approval
of medals for intelligence agents involved in the
crackdown and approvals for the razing of Dujail
farmlands in retaliation for the assassination attempt.
Al-Jaafari repeatedly asked if the signatures on the
documents were Saddam’s.

But Saddam, sometimes smiling at the prosecutor,
avoided a direct reply, refusing to confirm the signatures but
also stopping short of saying the signatures were forged.

“Any comment, matter or document signed by
Saddam Hussein, and it has been proven that the
handwriting and the signature are his, then | take the
responsibility,” he replied.

He demanded an international body examine sig-
natures alleged to be his on documents the prosecu-
tion has presented concerning the crackdown. Some
of Saddam’s co-defendants have insisted signatures
said to be theirs are forged.

"You should resort to an impartial, international
body” and not a body “that kills thousands people on the
streets and tortures them ... the Interior Ministry,”
Saddam told Abdel-Rahman, referring to the now Shiite-
controlled ministry, which some Iragis accuse of backing
Shiite militias that have assassinated Sunni Arabs.

“Don’t venture into political matters,” Abdel-
Rahman replied.

“If you are scared of the interior minister, he does-
n’t scare my dog,” Saddam retorted.

Iraq has seen a wave of killings and attacks
between Shiites and Sunnis since the Feb. 22 bombing
of a Shiite shrine in the city of Samarra.

At the beginning of the session, Saddam launched
into a speech in response to the prosecutor’s first
question, bringing repeated demands by Abdel-
Rahman that he answer the question.
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‘Potter’author on paper trail

By The Associated Press

NEW YORK — J.K. Rowling, well into her
seventh and final “Harry Potter” book, says the
writing is going fine despite one annoying
obstacle: the lack of paper.

“Why is it so difficult to buy paper in the
middle of town?” the author, a resident of
Edinburgh, Scotland, lamented in a diary entry
posted Wednesday on her Web site,
www.jkrowling.com.

“What is a writer who likes to write long-
hand supposed to do when she hits her stride
and then realizes, to her horror, that she has
covered every bit of blank paper in her bag?
Forty-five minutes it took me, this morning, to
find somewhere that would sell me some nor-
mal, lined paper. And there’s a university here!
What do the students use? Don’t tell me lap-
tops, it makes me feel like something out of the
eighteenth century.”

Rowling also reported that she had recently
visited the Leavesden Studios in London,
where the next Potter film, “Harry Potter and
the Order of the Phoenix,” is being made.

“It was exciting to see some of the new
“Order of the Phoenix’ sets, but most of all to
see the actors again _ slightly unnerving to
realize that nearly all of them are taller than me
now,” she wrote.

SANTO DOMINGO, Dominican Republic —
Vin Diesel has chosen the Dominican Republic
as a location for his movie “Hannibal,” about
the 3rd-century conqueror who led an elephant-
riding army across the Alps in an assault on
Rome.

Diesel will direct and star in the title role of
the film based on Ross Leckie’s fictionalized
memoir of the Carthaginian leader.

The crew of “Hannibal” will film in the
Caribbean nation for a month, Juan Carlos
Benzant, a producer with the Dominican com-
pany Trabucazo Films, said Tuesday.

Scenes will also be shot in Spain and
California.

Diesel, known for his roles in “The Fast and
the Furious” and “Saving Private Ryan,” select-
ed the Dominican Republic after a four-year
location hunt, Benzant said.

NEW YORK — Eric Clapton will close the
European leg of his world tour with his first
concert in Moscow’s Red Square.

Clapton’s solo tour, which opens May 5 in
Le Cannet, France, will travel through 14 coun-
tries, including England, Germany, Italy and

Norway.

His performance in Moscow is set for Aug.
3, it was announced Tuesday. The 61-year-old
rocker will follow in the footsteps of artists
such as Paul McCartney, Luciano Pavarotti and
Placido Domingo who have performed at the
historic Red Square.

LOS ANGELES — A judge has awarded
Cameron Diaz damages in a civil lawsuit filed
against a photographer who took topless photos
of the actress when she was 19 and later tried to
sell them back to her for $3.5 million.

Superior Court Judge Valerie Baker awarded
an undisclosed amount in statutory damages to
Diaz and dismissed a countersuit filed against
the “Charlie’s Angels” star by photographer
John Rutter. Baker’s summary judgment was
entered March 9 and made public last week.

Diaz had sued Rutter in July 2003 after the
photographer tried to sell her the images before
shopping them to others. She has said a model
release form was forged.

Rutter countersued a few months later,
accusing Diaz of fraud and breach of contract.
Her attorneys brought the case to police and
Rutter was arrested and brought to trial. He was
convicted last year of forgery, perjury and
attempted grand larceny.

He has been serving a nearly four-year
prison sentence.

A hearing was pending on whether Rutter
should pay Diaz’s legal fees for the civil case,
which were listed in court documents as
$650,000.

The judge also issued a permanent injunc-
tion prohibiting the sale, license or other use of
the photos and a videotape shot in 1992.

WASHINGTON — Musician Peter Gabriel and
Sen. Mitch McConnell joined forces in
demanding stronger action by the United
Nations against atrocities they say are being
committed in Myanmar.

McConnell, a leading Republican, said
Tuesday that misrule by the junta that governs
Myanmar, also called Burma, “threatens the
entire region, and the world community needs
to get a lot more concerned than it has been.”

Gabriel praised U.S. sanctions against
Myanmar’s military regime and emergency
relief efforts to help thousands of Burmese dis-
placed inside their country.

These efforts, he said, “make the U.S. one of
the few countries in the world willing to step up
to this challenge.”

McConnell said that a rare U.N. Security

Council briefing last year on the political and
social deterioration in Myanmar is “not nearly
enough, but at least it’s a start.”

Gabriel and McConnell want the United
Nations to pass a binding resolution demanding
change in Myanmar, where the generals have
kept pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi
in detention for 10 of the last 16 years. She is
among some 1,100 political prisoners.

WASHINGTON — Yo-Yo Ma, world traveler
and renowned cellist, urged lawmakers to sim-
plify a visa process that he said often hampers
musicians and artists hoping to share their gifts
in the United States.

Ma told a House panel Tuesday that he and
the dozens of international musicians who per-
form as part of the Silk Road Project face
countless hurdles to bring their music to the
United States.

Without exposure to different cultures, Ma
said, American culture will suffer. American
audiences, he said, “are thirsty for new cultural
experiences.”

He spoke of two Iranian musicians who,
despite having visited the United States many
times, must wait months before they can get visas.

Chinese and Mongolian musicians, Ma said,
are sometimes kept out of U.S. Embassies
because of language and cultural misunder-
standings, despite having their paperwork com-
pleted.

Ma, who was born in Paris to Chinese par-
ents, moved to the United States at the age of 7.

NEW YORK — Snoop Dogg is back in Tha
Dogg Pound.

The 34-year-old rapper has reunited with
Daz Dillinger and Kurupt, aka Young Gotti, for
a new album, “Cali Iz Active,” set for release
June 27 on his label, Doggy Style Records, in
conjunction with Koch Records, it was
announced Tuesday.

“I’m letting everybody know that the West
Coast is definitely making a strong comeback,”
Snoop Dogg was quoted as saying on the Web
site www.allhiphop.com.

"It’s a beautiful thing for me to be able to
work with them, and when we drop this album
it’s gonna shake the whole game up.”

Also featured on the album: B-Real, David
Banner, Soopafly and RBX.

Tha Dogg Pound’s relationship became
rocky when Kurupt left the group in 2002 to
join Marion “Suge” Knight at Death Row
Records, later renamed Tha Row.
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MOVIEGUIDE

SHOWTIMES FOR THURSDAY, APRIL 6, 2006

Broadway Loews Cineplex
1441 3rd Street
(310) 458-6232

Capote

7:00pm 9:45pm

The Hills Have Eyes
2:45pm 5:25pm 8pm 10:30pm
Larry the Cable Guy:
Health Inspector
1:30pm 4:05pm

ATL

2:15pm 5pm 7:40pm 10:15pm

Basic Instinct 2
1:45pm 4:30pm 7:15pm 10pm

Mann’s Criterion Theatre
1313 3rd Street
(310) 395-1599

She’s the Man

11:40am 2:10pm 4:40pm 7:20 pm
9:50pm

V for Vendetta

1:20pm 4:20pm 7:30pm 9:20pm
10:20pm

Ice Age: The Meltdown
11am 11:30am 12:10am 1pm 1:50pm
2:30pm 3:20pm 4:10pm 4:50pm
5:40pm 6:30pm 7:10pm 7:50pm
8:50pm 10pm

Slither

12:20pm 2:50pm 5:10pm 7:40pm
10:10pm

AMC7 Santa Monica
1310 3rd Street
(310) 289-4262

16 Blocks

11:45am 2:10pm 4:40pm 7:20pm
10:10pm

Failure to Launch

12:05pm 2:30pm 5:00pm 10:10pm
The Shaggy Dog

11:40am 1:55pm 4:20pm 7pm 9:25pm
Inside Man

11am 12:45pm 1:35pm 3:45pm 4:30pm
7:00pm 7:40pm 10:00pm 10:45pm
Stay Alive

12:20pm 2:20pm 4:50pm 7:10pm
9:30pm

Transamerica

7:05pm 9:40pm

The Pink Panther

2pm 4:45pm

Nuwilshire Theatre
1314 Wilshire Blvd
(310) 281-8228

Tsotsi

4pm 7:30pm 9:55pm

Thank You For Smoking
11:45am 2:15pm 4:45pm 7:15pm
9:50pm

Laemmle 4-Plex Theatre
1332 2nd Street
(310) 394-9741

The Devil and Daniel
Johnston

1:40pm 4:20pm 7pm 9:55pm
Lonesome Jim

1pm 3:15pm 5:30pm 7:45pm 10:15pm
Marilyn Hotchkiss’
Ballroom Dancing & Charm
School

1:20pm 4:10pm 7:10pm 9:45pm
L'Enfant (The Child)

1:55pm 4:30pm 7:20pm 9:50pm

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Avenue
(323) 466-FILM

MALIBU FILM FESTIVAL
(This is not a program of the American
Cinematheque) April 7 - 10

Call theatre for showtimes
Monday, April 11

DALECARLIANS
(MASJAVLAR)
Wednesday, April 12 7:30 PM

GUN CRAZY
Thursday, April 13 7:30 PM

Questions or comments? Email calendar@smdp.com
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CALL NOW!

ALL CLASSIFIEDS $5.50 A DAY up 10 15 wORDS
20: PER WORD THEREAFTER 12 DAY MiNiMUM

310.458.7737

27 years of professional expertise in
office, residential, food service,
retail, healthcare and telecom. Our /
team manages all aspects from
creative concepts, acurate docu-
mentation, expedited plan
checks and construction man-
agement. Renovation and
new construction projects |
using traditional architec- [
ture through full turn-key #
development. Always,
open communication

Bruce Rudman

Architects+Engineers

T:310.393.2727
F 928.222.9992

E Bruce@Architects-Engineers.net
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CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative

Employment

For Sale

Furniture

Pets

Boats

S

S5°° par day.Up to 15 words, 20 cents sach additional word.
Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40.000.

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos Rent
Houses for Rent

Roomates

Commerical Lease

Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage

Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities

Yard Sales

Health and Beauty

Fitness

Wealth and Success

Lost and Found

Personals
Obituaries

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE  CLERK.
Must know full cycle of accouts
payable. Accpac experience pre-
ferred. F/T.

FRONT DESK  RECEPTIONIST.
Need experience answering light
phones and data entry. Great per-
sonality/ability to multi-task F/T.
Please send resume to kcruz@scot-
tel.com or call (310) 737-7394.

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Proficient in Excel and other MS Of-
fice products; Windows XP, Internet
Explorer. Must have professional
communication skills. Full time, sal-
ary based on experience.

Contact:
HumanResources@perrknight.com

ACTIVIST
WANTED

To reform marijuana
laws and help qualify
other ballot measures

No experience required.
Set own hours.
Up to $300/day
First call (310) 281-7529

Additional questions call
(310) 412-2450

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737 ‘

* ADVERTISING SALES *

Seeking: Self-Motivated,
Energetic, Experienced
Professionals.

Well established Co.
50+ years in L.A.

* High Commissions ¢ Paid Weekly
* Leads Furnished
Newspapers - Magazines
Classified & Display: Real Estate,
Ethnic, Entertainment, Military,
Business, Finance...

Call: Paul 213-251-9100, Ex-25
and/or Please visit:
www.theglobalmediagroup.
coml/jobinfo.htm

SALES
Tile, Marble, and Slab
Santa Monica Showroom

Salary
+
Commission
Prefer design or

Tile experience
Contact 310.995.5136

COUNTER HELP needed. Cafe near
3rd St. Promenade on Broadway.
Must be experienced. Immediate
openings, day and evening shifts. Ap-
ply afternoons in person. 215 Broad-
way, SM. (310) 396-9898.

Your ad could run here!
© Call us today at (310) 458-7737

FULL-TIME/ PART-TIME Cook/ Chef
for cafe in WLA. Must speak English.
Please call (310) 985-0080

=KAIDO

JAPANESE  RESTAURANT  Server
Needed P/T newly opened in Santa

Monica.  Kaido  (310) 980-0462
(310) 828-7582
OCEAN HOUSE is looking for cus-

tomer service oriented individuals to
work as servers in an upscale retire-
ment community on Ocean Ave. in
Santa Monica.Good pay and benefits.
Looking for Morning shifts and must
be able to work weekends. Please
come by and apply in person at 2107
Ocean Ave. or fax a resume to
(310) 314-7356

RETAIL SM Nat Foods Coop-Cour-
tesy Clerk (Bagger)- Eves/wknds.
Apply at 1525 Broadway. 90404

Your ad could run here!
© Call us today at (310) 458-7737

* Liquidation Sale *
8 Hours Only to the General Public

Local Electronic & Video Game Accessory Wholesaler is
Liquidating its entire inventory of video game
accessories and consumer electronics for pennies on
the dollar! All items are brand new!

* Playstation 2 & Game Cube Controller w/Rumble @ $4.00

* Playstation 2 & Xbox 2.4GHZ Wireless Controller @ $11.00

* Gameboy Advance SP 12in1 Accessory Pack @ $§9.00

* §pin N Clean CD Cleaner with DVD/CD lens cleaner @ $6.00

* Plug N Play Video Game System w/games built in @ $5.00 & up
* Mini Speaker System for iPod & MP3 players @ $6.50 & up

* iPod Accessories such as Speakers and Wireless FM Transmitter
* Sony PSP and Nintendo DS accessories and much, much more...!

Sunday, April 9, 2006

CASH
&
CARRY
EVERYTHING
MUST
GO!

From 9:00am to 5:00pm
Sheraton Delfina Hotel
530 West pico Blvd.,
Santa Monica, CA 90405

FREE
GIFT TO THE
FIRST 50
CUSTOMERS
WITH THIS

2nd Floor, Cabrilla Room

* FREE PARKING AVAILABLE *

(The Hotel is located on Pico Blvd., between 4th & 6th Street)

MISS CLARA'S Domestic
Referral Agency

Housekeepers:
Exp'd in residential and hotel cleaning
Live outs-2 to 5 day work week
Requirements:
Experienced, bring at least 2 refer-
ences to your interview
English Speaking
CA drivers license
If you qualify please call Miss Clara at
310-278-9601 or 310-659-5025

Your ad could run here!
© Call us today at (310) 458-7737

PERSONAL ASSISTANT wanted for
high energy pace. Must be able to
multi-task. Job goes in many direc-
tions, must have own cell phone, Re-
ceptive, responsive, computer literate
$12/hr+45 / cents per mile. Email re-
sume to ace2733@aol.com

ADORABLE MALTESE pups, boys &
girls, will 3~5 Ib, have shots & de-
wormed, CKC registered, around 8 to
10 weeks, home raised, loving &
sweet, $800~$1500, for more info
ask Brandon to 323-819-0113

GoldenDoodles

F1 & F1B

-

|

Contact Jennifer at:

www.jenniferscanines.com

PUBLICITY SALES F/T or P/T Radio
Publicity or Music Air play Campaign
Sales. (310)998-8305 ext.86

SANTA MONICA Plastics company is
hiring f/t sales person, no plastics ex-
perience required, will train, good
with math, power tools helpful, call
Ralph (310) 829-3449 xt128

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737 ‘

SM DENTAL office seeking highly or-

ganized, motivated, computer
friendly, good phone skills for front
office. Please call Nicole
(310)828-7429

TAXI COMPANY

SEEKS DRIVERS

Santa Monica taxi company seeks
experienced drivers and dispatch-
ers. Call Don Alexander at
(310) 466-4063 or (310) 828-4200
for details.

THE SANTA MONICA
DAILY PRESS
is seeking a news clerk to assist
with editorial and news content.

The position is 12 to 15 hours a
week, with opportunity to increase
hours in the future.

Tasks include rewriting press re-
leases, selecting wire copy, man-
aging letters to the editor, coordi-
nating sports scores and develop-
ing a daily events calendar.

The clerk will also provide editor
with administrative and editorial
support.

Applicants interested
should send their resumes
to editor@smdp.com. No
phone calls please.

YARDPERSON

F/T, including Sat. Will train. Lifting
req'd. Apply in person: Bourget Bros.
1636 11th St. Santa Monica, Ca
90404

ROBERT AAA Atomic Radio Con-
trolled Watches and Clocks. (Perfect

Time) Around $100.
(310) 394-1533

SPA/HOT TUB 2006 Model. Neck Jets.
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used.
Can deliver. Worth $5750, sell for
$1750 (310) 479-3054

Your ad could run here!
© Call us today at (310) 458-7737

TINY YORKIE puppies, male & female,
toy/t-cup size available, shots & de-
wormed, registered with CKC or AKC,
health guarantee, home raised and
very loving & sweet, for more
info please click on www.worldken-
nelusa.com or call Kelly at
(323) 823-1803/ (661) 675-6371

SAXOPHONE/CLARINET LESSONS,
All Ages
Taught By Doctor of Saxophone

Graduate From UCLA
Contact @ (310) 266-1052

Your ad could run here!
© Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Employment Wanted

FEMALE COOK, experienced at Inter-
national Foods (European, Asian, and
American). Live-out.+ light house-
keeping. (310) 634-7626

‘ Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737 ‘

SIMPLIFY YOUR life.

EXECUTIVE
hire.
$40/hr. Call (310) 264-0828

HAVING DEJAVU? MADAME PAU-
LINE HAS THE ANSWERS. A MASTER
IN ANCIENT WHITE MAGIC AT PSYCIC
AND TAROT CARDS. RELATIONSHIPS
MADE CLOSER. 35 YEARS EXPERI-
ENCE. (310) 342-9880

$3,950.00/MONTH

ASSISTANT  for

SANTA  Monica -  SPACIOUS
NORTH OF WILSHIRE TOWN-
HOUSE WITH HIGH CEILINGS

Unfurnished, Two Story, 3 bedrooms,
3 1/2 Bath, Will consider pet with de-
posit, Flexible lease, refrigerator,
stove, dishwasher, two patios, con-
trolled access building, central air,
central heat, fireplace, washer and
dryer in unit, Best school district in
Santa Monica (Franklin Elementary,
Lincoln Middle). Approx. 1,647 square
feet. Unbelievable location, walking
distance to 24-hour drug stores, res-
taurants, drycleaners. Newly tiled
kitchen and bathrooms. Terrific gated
condo community (neighbors are pro-
fessors at UCLA, Claremont, Pep-
perdine; in entertainment industry).
Side-by-side underground parking
with direct entrance to unit. Paid wa-
ter & trash & gardener & association
fees, $3,950.00 2 months deposit,
Available 4/1/06 Call (310)829-6901
(310)480-3229

2724 ABBOT Kinney BI. MDR Adjacent
Studio. Includes 1 car gated subterra-
nean parking. Quiet neighborhood
with courtyard area & onsite laundry.
1 year lease, No pets. $1145. Avail-
able 05/01/06 Mike (310) 578-9729
ellynesis.com

2724 ABBOT Kinney BIl. MDR Adjacent
2bd 2ba, w/ fireplace. Includes 2 car
gated subterranean parking. Quiet
neighborhood with courtyard area &
onsite laundry. 1 year lease, No pets.
$1745.  Available now  Mike
(310) 578-9729 ellynesis.com

52 DUDLEY Ave. Room in a charming
7 bedroom house. Tenant will share
bathroom with housemates. This unit
faces the walk street and has plenty
of light. Freshly painted and cleaned.
1 block from the beach. 1 year lease,
No Pets. $725/mo. Available Now!
Call (310) 396-4443 x 2002.
ellynesis.com

640 SANTA Clara Ave. Venice spa-
cious and bright 1bd, 1ba cottage
with quaint courtyard. This unit fea-
tures hardwood and tile floors
throughout, skylites and private patio.
Includes water, trash and stove.
Walking distance to Abbot Kinney, 1
year lease, No pets. $1245. Available
04/25/06  (310) 396-4443 x 2002
ellynesis.com

BEST

RENTALS

ELLy NEsis Co. INC
(310) 396-4443
ellynesis.com

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310) 860-7901

1214 Idaho 1bedroom/1 bath
granite kitchen, laundry on prem-
ises, parking, large private patio.

$1675/mo will consider pet.

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEB-
SITE FOR COMPLETE
LISTINGS AT:
www.howardmanagement.com

COZY VENICE Beach 1+1 apartment
on a walk street. This tudor style
building features a patio and onsite
laundry. Great location 1/2 block from
the beach and boardwalk amenities.
Street parking. 1 year lease, No pets.
$1145. Available 05/01/06. Pam
(310) 401-0027

ellynesis.com

SANTA MONICA: 1453 Third St.
1BDRM/1BATH $2000 Stylish Living
on the Promenade with ocean and
mountain views, Hardwood floors,
Vaulted Ceilings, fireplace,
washer/dryer, walking distance to
shopping, dining and entertainment.
310.274.9586 or email office@gate-
waylp.com NO PETS

SANTA MONICA: 1453 3rd St
2BD/2BA $3,200 Stylish Living on the
Promenade with ocean and mountain
views, Hardwood floors, Vaulted Ceil-
ings, fireplace, washer/dryer, walking
distance to shopping, dining and en-
tertainment. 310.274.9586 or email
office@gatewaylp.com NO PETS

MALIBU CREEK Apts

1bdrm/1bath $1550/mo

2bdrm/2bath $1850/mo

Located between Highway 1 and 101.
Take Malibu Canyon Drive, turns into
Las Virgenes, in the city of Calabas-
sas. (818) 880-1599

MAR VISTA single: 12450 Culver unit
213, $850/mo, stove, fridge, carpet,
utilities included, laundry, intercom
entry, gated parking, no pets.
(310)578-7512
www.jkwproperties.com
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2802 Santa Monica Bivd.

310-828-7525
SALES  RENTALS

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Rentals available
No Pets Allowed

SANTA MONICA

2302 32nd St., $1495

Lower 2 bed, new carpet,
Parking, gas stove, laundry room

1234 10th St., $1795

Upper 2 bed, hardwood floors &
New carpet, garage parking

937 6th St., $1895

Upper 2 bed, new carpet & Vinyl.
Fridge & stove, 1parking

WESTSIDE

1311 Federal, West LA,
$850

Lower bachelor, full size fridge,
Hot plate, laundry rm, near UCLA

11905 Avon Way, Mar
Vista, $900

Lower single, gated entry & park,
Dishwasher, stove & fridge

1752 Federal, West LA,
$1200

Upper 1 bed, new carpet,
Dishwasher, balcony

11615 Darlington, BW,

$1895

Upper 2 bed, 1 % bath, new car-
pet, 2 parking space, near San
Vicente

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee

Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company.
2111 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica,
CA 90403.

FURNISHED VIEW condo on the
beach. Available through May 30th.
2bed+den $3500/mo. (650)855-9452
me@judyg.com

GREAT LOCATION with ocean view,
newly renovated, 2bdrm/1bath, hard-
wood floor, stove, ref, microwave,
pool. Pet friendly $2690/month.
(310) 458-6760

L.A. HOLT Ave unit 3, 2+1, large up-
per, stove, fridge, blinds, carpets,
laundry, parking, no pets.
(310)578-7512
www.jkwproperties.com

MAR VISTA 3976 Inglewood #9 1+1,
large upper, stove, fridge, carpets,
blinds, laundry, parking, no pets.
(310)578-7512
www.jkwproperties.com

ONE BEDROOM/ONE bath mobile
home at the beach. Yard, patio, and
sundeck. Ocean View $1650/mo. No
smoking, no pets. (310) 459-8538
(310) 895-0537

PALMS SINGLE: 3346 S. Canfield unit
201, $875/mo, large bright upper
unit, stove fridge carpet blinds
walk-in closet, intercom entry, gated
parking, no pets. Laundry room.

(310) 578-7512
www.jkwproperties.com
SANTA  MONICA $1050/mo

1bdrm/1bath Lower No pets, Carpet
Floors, laundry, refrigerator, stove
(310) 395-RENT www.westsiderent-
als.com

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737 ‘

SANTA MONICA $1095/mo
1bdrm/1Bath, carpet floors, parking,
laundry, stove, dishwasher, Paid wa-
ter/trash. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1100/mo
1bdrm/1Bath, Cat ok, carpet/tile
floors, parking, refrigerator, patio,

rear duplex (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderntals.com
SANTA MONICA $1400/mo

2bdrms/1.5Bath, new carpets, park-
ing, stove, patio, washer/dryer hook-
ups, new blinds. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1550/mo
2bdrm/2bath light and bright,

upper, hardwood floors, parking,
laundry, refrigerator (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1595/mo
2bdrms/1Bath, Gated parking, laun-
dry refrigerator, patio, controlled ac-
cess, freshly painted (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1625/mo
2bdrms/2Baths, Carpet Floors, 2-car
parking, laundry, dishwasher, patio,
pet friendly (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $2100/mo
3bdrms/1.5Bath, Pet ok, Hardwood
and Carpet Floors, parking, laundry.
(310) 395-RENT www.westsiderent-
als.com

SANTA MONICA $850/mo
single/1bath, cat ok, laundry, quiet
neighborhood, full kitchen, natural
light (310) 395-RENT www.westsid-
erentals.com

SANTA MONICA $995.00. Single,
Utilities Paid, Parking, NO Pets, 2535
Kansas Ave., #108-B, Open Daily for
Viewing 9am-7pm, Mgr: #101

SANTA MONICA $995/mo
single/1bath garden guest house, cat
ok, hardwood floors, quiet neighbor-
hood (310) 395-RENT www.westsid-
erentals.com

SANTA MONICA, North of Wilshire,
$1650/mo 2bdrm/2bath Upper; bal-
cony, carpet, stove, refrigerator, new
blinds, laundry, parking, no pets
(310)456-5659

SANTA MONICA, North of Wilshire,
$1250/mo 1bdrm/1bath. Lower, car-
pet, stove, refrigerator, laundry,
blinds, parking, no pets.
(310) 456-5659.

SENIORS- AFFORDABLE
HOUSING
Live in a BEAUTIFUL
apt/suite in Beverly/Fairfax or
Santa Monica: Starting at
$400/month
(323) 650-7988

SM 1BDRM $1350/mo, partially fur-
nished. Hardwood floors. Refrigerator,
stove, and TV. Close to SMC.
(310) 487-7747

SM GREAT Ocean View, newly reno-
vated, 2bdrm/1bath, bright and
sunny, fireplace, balcony, stove, dish-
washer, ref., microwave, on-site
laundry, pet friendly, 1 year lease,
$2990/mo (310) 458-6760

WLA 1215 Barry Ave unit 3;
1bdrm/1bath. Large lower unit, stove,
fridge, carpet, blinds, laundry, park-
ing, no pets $1200/mo
(310) 578-7512
www.jkwproperties.com

Houses For Rent

BEL AIR House: 11797 Bellagio Rd.
2+21/2, $3850/mo. Stove, blinds,

carpets, hardwood floors,
washer-dryer hookups, fireplace,
walk-in  pantry, sunroom, large

unique gardens, garage parking,
small dog or cat ok. (310) 578-7512
www.jkwproperties.com

FREE HOUSING

SERVICGE

c Need a little extra income?

c Need help around the house?

We help match seniors with other
seniors or mid-age/younger people.

(323) 650-7988

Monday-Friday 9:00am-5:00pm

Alternative Living for the Aging
A Non-Profit of 26 years

Commercial Lease

1617 BROADWAY
Whole Floor

Approximately 2800 sq. ft.
18 ft. ceilings, windows all around
Elevated bldg, underground parking
GREAT FLOOR

MUST SEE
Call Sid Friedman

310-526-0310

PRIME INGLEWOOD
7,000 SQ. FT.

Ideal for studio/medical
building
20 ft. high ceiling
close to Marina Del Rey

703 Centinela/Hyde Park
$1.00 per sq. ft.

Call (310) 995 5136
for a preview

COMBO OFFICE W/2 RMS & 1BDRM
APT 1600SQ FT HRDWD FLRS SUNNY
3,000 MO (310) 480-7747

REASONABLE DAY rates available at
SM Holistic Center.

Beautifully remodeled and environ-
mentally safe. Contact Robyn at
(310) 829-7593 or 664-8818.

SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street.
Very charming building, small offices.
Between $700/mo & $1200/mo. In-
cludes  utilities &  cleaning.
(310) 614-6462

Santa Monica Medical Building, 900
Wilshire Blvd. 2500 square feet,
fourth floor, patio. Also third floor,
2400 square feet, may reduce either
to smaller offices/ space (must see).
Dual elevators, 3 levels of under-
ground parking. Will construct two
specs upn acceptable lease.
(310) 923-8521 or (310) 260-2619

SHORT TERM sublease opportunity
(space as is) 1453 Third Street
Promenade, Suite 440, Santa Monica,
CA 90401. Offered at $8000 per
month. Available from 4/1/06 to
10/1/06 on a month to month basis.
Call Steven Epple @ (206) 623-4646

WEST

MORTGAGE

2212 Lincoln Blvd in Santa Monica

1-888-FOR-LOAN
310 392-9223

VERY AGGRESSIVE

RATES

TIME FOR A 30
YEAR FIXED?

RATES AS LOW AS 6%

30 YEAR FIXED

10 YEAR/1 ARM

7 YEAR/1 ARM

5 YEAR/1 ARM

3 YEAR/1 ARM

1 YEAR/1 ARM

6 MO0./6 MO. ARM
1 M0./1 MO. ARM

*Rates subject to change

* As of January 11, 2006
** Denotes an interest only loan

NEW CONFORMING
LOAN AMOUNTS

1 Unit $417,000
2 Units $533,850
3 Units $645,300
3 Units $645,300
4 Units $801,950

ROB
SCHULTZ

BROKER
LICENSED CALIFORNIA
BROKER #01218743

EQUAL HOUSWO
LuE NDER REALTOR®

01 PORSCHE CARRERA
CAB $49,981
BIk/BIk Tip, Lo Miles
(1S654891)

(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

02 BOXSTER $26,981
Steel Grey/Black, 6 Speed
(2U620852)

(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

02 LEXUS LS430 $35,981
Desert Silver/Tan, Only
24K mi (20057375)
(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

03 CLK55 $47,981
Blk/Blk, Only 9300mi,
Chromes (3F051379)

(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

03 M3 Convertible
$39,984 Pewter/Ash
(39K02785)

(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

04 CAYENNE S $45,962
White/Tan, Tip
(4LA65825)

(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

04 TL 3.2 $27,981
Gold/Tan, Low 11Kmi
(4A003736)

(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

05 545IA $54981
Black/Black, Sport, Navi-
gation (SCN63998)
(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

05 MINI COOPER Auto
$27981 Conv't, Sport, Hot
Orange! (5TG10499)
(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

$$ CASH FOR CARS $$

All makes & models, all cars
considered. Friendly professional
buyer.We come to you and
handle all paper work.

Please call now! (310) 995-5898

Massage

ADDICTIVE BODYWORK. Hands, feet,
face, scalp. Blissful therapy. $60/70
minutes. Paul (310) 741-1901.

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your
body, mind, spirit.  Therapeutic,
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy balanc-
ing. Strictly non-sexual. Introductory
specials from $50.00/1hr. Lynda,
L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and ten-
der relaxing body work by mature Eu-
ropen. Very Professional, Sonja
(310) 397-0433.

SWEDISH ENERGETIC massage by
European female reading tarot cards.
1224 North Fairfax Apt 8 Hollywood
(323) 244-6198

CHCHCHCHCHCHCH

Your ad could run here!
© Call us today at (310) 458-7737

SM SMALL office space for lease.
2665 30th St. at Ocean Park Blvd.
550 sf at 1,375. 740 sf at 1,850. Par
Commercial (310) 395-2663 ext101

p—— —
THIRD STREET PROMENADE. Four

offices in third floor six-office
suite--will rent individually or as a
group. Architect-designed, exposed
redwood ceiling and brick walls, in-
terior windows, skylights. Steve
(310) 395-2828 X333

~ Foalbstate
HOME SELLERS

Free home evaluation. Free compterized
list of area home sales and current listings.
Free recorded message.

1-800-969-8257 ID #1041

www.FreeListingPrice.com

Your ad could run here!
© Call us today at (310) 458-7737

BUYING A HOME?

BE SURE OF YOUR
INVESTMENT

HOME INSPECTION
SERVICES

BY DAVID MORGAN
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
OFFICE (310)399-9981
PGR (310) 247-5151

AVAILABLE CAL. CONTRACTOR
WEEKENDS #550268

‘ Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737 ‘

Vehicles for sale

‘01 JAGUAR XK8 $33,981
Conv, Nav, Chromes
(1NA22084)

(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

TRIGGER POINT MASSAGE
Relieve Tension, Improve
Range of Motion
and Feel Great again! &
feel it Immediately
Learn How it can help you at:
www.nydoo.com/massage
or Call: 310-930-5884

Lost & Found

REWARD. TWO large black dogs lost
from Pacific Palisades two months
ago.

Sightings in separate locations. Sen-
jor male pitbull-lab seen near
beaches, identity tags missing.

Kids have loved these dogs their
whole lives, if you know of someone
who's recently adopted a found dog
that fits the description, please
call 310-740-5849, email: ro-
deo33rpm@mac.com

Your ad could run here!
© Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Talk to a Model 24hrs.
310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222

$10-17 for 15 min.

ATM/CC/Checks by phone

www.USLove.com

NOTICE OF PETITION TO AD-
MINISTER ESTATE OF:
MARGARET BUSH ALLING
CASE NO. SP006793

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the WILL or estate, or both of MAR-
GARET BUSH ALLING.

A PETITION FOR PROBATE has
been filed by HENRY H. DEARING
AND WARD R. NYHUS, JR. in the
Superior Court of California, County
of LOS ANGELES.

THE PETITION FOR PROBATE re-
quests that HENRY H. DEARING
AND WARD R. NYHUS, JR. be ap-
pointed as personal representative
to administer the estate of the dece-
dent.

THE PETITION requests the dece-
dent's WILL and codicils, if any, be
admitted to probate. The WILL and
any codicils are available for exami-
nation in the file kept by the court.
THE PETITION requests authority
to administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of Es-
tates Act . (This authority will allow
the personal representative to take
many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be re-
quired to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent admini-
stration authority will be granted un-
less an interested person files an
objection to the petition and shows
good cause why the court should
not grant the authority.

A HEARING on the petition will be
held on 05/26/06 at 9:15AM in Dept.
F located at 1725 Main St., Santa
Monica, CA 90401

IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at
the hearing and state your objec-
tions or file written objections with
the court before the hearing. Your
appearance may be in person or by
your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a
contingent creditor of the deceased,
you must file your claim with the
court and mail a copy to the per-
sonal representative appointed by
the court within four months from
the date of first issuance of letters
as provided in Probate Code section
9100. The time for filing claims will
not expire before four months from
the hearing date noticed above.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special No-
tice (form DE-154) of the filing of an
inventory and appraisal of estate as-
sets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code Section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.

Attorney for Petitioner

LEROY B. TAFT, APLC

11661 SAN VICENTE BLVD. #303
LOS ANGELES, CA 90049

4/6, 417, 4/13/06

CNS-949095#

SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS

SUMMONS
(Citacion Judicial)
CASE NUMBER SC087607
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: (Aviso Al Demando):
JOHN HEFFERNAN, an INDIVIDUAL, and DOES 1 TO
50
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF: (Lo Esta De-
mandando El Demandante): MICHAEL DIEP, an IN-
DIVIDUAL
You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this summons
and legal papers are serv ed on you to file a
written response at this court and have a copy
served on the plaintiff. A letter or phone call will
not protect you. Your written response must be in
proper legal form if you want the court to hear
your case. There may be a court form that you can
use for your response. You can find these court
forms and more information at the California
Courts Online Self-Help Center
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law
library, or the courthouse nearest you. If you can-
not pay the filing fee, ask the court clerk for a fee
waiver form. If you do not file your response on
time, you may lose the case by default, and your
wages, money, and property may be taken without
further warning from the court.
There are other legal requirements. You may want
to call an attorney right away. If you do not know
an attorney, you may want to call an attorney re-
ferral service. If you cannot afford an attorney, you
may be eligible for free legal services from a non-
profit legal services program. You can locate these
nonprofit groups at the California Legal Services
Web site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.org) the Califor-
nia  Courts  Online  self-help  Center
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or by contacting
your local court or county bar association.
Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO despues de que le
entreguen esta citacion y papeles legales pare
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presenter una respuesta per escrito en esta code y
hacar que se entregue una copia al demandante.
Una carta o una llamada telefonica no lo protegen.
Su respuesza per escrito tiene que ester en for-
mato legal correcto si desea que procesen su caso
en la corte. Es posible que haya un formulario que
usted pueda usar pare su respuesta. Puede en-
contrar estos formularios de la corte y mas infor-
macion en el Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes de
California  (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp/espa-
nol/), en la biblioteca de leyes de su condado o en
la corte que le quede mas cerca. Si no puede pa-
gar la cuota de presentacion, pida al secretario de
la corte que le de un formulario de exencion de
bago de cuotas. Si no presenta su respuesta a
tiempo, puede perder el caso por incumpilmiento y
corte le podra quitar su sueldo, dinero y bienes sin
mas advertencia.

Hay otros requisitos legales Es recomendable que
llame a un abogado inmediatamente. Si no conoce
a un abogado, pueda llamar a un servicio de re-
mision a abogados. Si no puede pagar a un abo-
gado, es posible que cumpia con los requisitos
para obtener servicios legales gratuitos de un pro-
grama de servicios legales sin fines de lucro.
Puede encontrar estos grupos sin fines de lucre en
el sitio web de California Legal Services,
(www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), en el Centro de
Ayuda de las Cortes de California,
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp/espanol/) o poni-
endose en cantacto con la corte o el colegio de
abagados locales

The name, address, and telephone number of
plaintiff's attorney, or plaintiff without an attorney,
is: (El nombre, la direccion y el nimero de teléfono
del abogado del demandante, o del demandante
que no tiene abogado, es):

BRIAN G. WORKMAN (CBN 106498), LAW OFFI-
CEES OF BRIAN G. WORKMAN, 9361 BOLSA AVE,
SUITE 204, WESTMINSTER, CA 92683

Telephone: (714) 772-0870, (714) 839-9106

Date (Fecha): NOVEMBER 14, 2005

JOHN A. CLARKE, Clerk (Secretario) by D. MC KIN-
NEY, Deputy (Adjunto)

SEAL

NOTICE TO THE PERSON SERVED: You are served
as an individual defendant

Published SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS

March 30, April 6, 13, 20, 2006

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

Turn Your Closet into Cash!
L.A’s hottest resale store!

Great Labels

DESIGNER RESALE

2,

ACCEPTING e
NEW CONSIGNERS <3G
WANTED:

LOUIS VUITTON
CHANEL .
Guccl
HERMES

ST. JOHN
PRADA
JUDITH LEIBER
MISSONI
DOLCE & GABBANA

1126 Wilshire Blvd., Na Santa Monica

(310) 451-2277

www.greatlabels.com

Locals
don’t
have to
get on
the 405.

So they will be in a better
mood when they get to
work.

Find them

in the
Santa Monica Daily Press
classifieds.

Call today to learn about
our local hiring packages.
310-458-7737

PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS

IN THE SANTA MONICA

Word Processing

HEDY WOLF |

TRANSCRIPTION &
WORD PROCESSING

* Medical
* Psych

* Academic
* Entertainment
* Manuscripts <
* Dissertations
* Variety of Documents

(310) 451-7548

Holistic Health

CONSULTING
HOMEOPATH

Mahavrat S. Patel,
D.HM.S, BH.M.S,
M.D.(Homeopathy)

Rl

Cell: (832) 444-7811,
[Tel: (562) 697-7053
drmahavratpatel@email.com

1247 Seventh St, Suite 300

ISanta Monica, Ca 90401

HBW

HELFING BUILD WEALTH ‘
ESTABLISHED 1881
Insurance & Financial Services

Are you
Covered?

Call
Robert F. Schwenker

For More Information
Individual LIC # OE96620

661.607.9404
BKSCHWENKER@SBCGLOBAL.NET
Advertising

Advertise
on CableTV

.

my cable commercial

TR e bl

Call Justin for o

free Consialiatian
BEE maoc-aniy

[ Flooring |
Doors and
Wood Floors

Westside Flooring
3004 Lincoln Blvd Santa Monica

Solid, Engineered,
Laminated, Reclaimed,
Distressed and Cork

Showroom by appt. only.
(310) 702-2824

Your ad could run here!
© Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Psychic/Medium

THESE
MESSAGES

fPsycﬁic Medium
LAURA RICHARD, Ph.D.
818-981-1425

Your ad could run here!
© Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Caregivers

NEED HELP?
We understand

Mama'’s caregivers are loving,
caring, trained and bonded.

Live in/Qut
Mama’s Home Care

(323) 655-2622

Gen. Contracting
A/C CONSTRUCTION

General Construction
Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons
Honest. Reliable.
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—
SRR
310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

MAXIMUM Construction

Complete Household Repair
Electrical, Fencing
Doors, Windows, Flooring
Drywall, Texture, Painting
Remodel & Additions
Concrete, Stucco

Free Consultation
Reasonable Prices

A

Call Max Ruiz
(213) 210-7680

handymax1@aol.com

STILL
SMOKING?

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

Certified
Hypnotherapist

(310) 235-2883

www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

SEASONS
ROOFING

#7268424

ROOFING - REPAIRS
“LOWEST RESIDENTIAL
RATES IN SO. CALIF.”

310-317-9595 or.

310-779-5265 cen

The Level Goes On
Before The Spike Goes In

Romero Rain Gutters

Seamless Aluminum Gutters
Custom Made Color Match
Your Home or Building

(310) 408-5900 or (310) 534-3075

Repairs e Cleaning
Copper Galvanized
Free Estimate

Ask for Jose Romero
Lic. #834699

 Vovng__|

% BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.
Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193 (310) 300-9194

Therapy

CONMPASSIONATE
COUNSELING
A safe place to make changes.

Life Transitions
Stress

Tutoring

* EXPERT
TUTORING
x SERVICES

Experienced, CA credentialed
teacher specializing in grades
K-5, all subjects.

Please call:
Courtney (310) 266-0667

Painting/Tiling

METICULOUS PAINTING

& DRYWALL

Interior & Exterior « Free Estimates

Call Joe; 447-8957

mﬂtiﬂulﬂuspaiming.ﬂﬂm LIG: 0002088305-0001-4

PAINTING

Top quality A&A

Custom, Interior
and Exterior

Free quote,
call Jeff Arrieta
(310) 560-9864

Self-Esteem
Unresolved Grief

Free Consultation
Laurie Levine, MFT (mrc 23031)
Santa Monica/SFV

(310) 284-3699

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

Residential &
Commercial

Int. & Ext.

Texture & Drywall
Wood works &
Repair work
Kitchen cabinet
Faux finish
Replace cabinet &
Counter top /]
Stucco work

Lic.# 825896
310.284.8333

Handyman Services
To Fit Every Budget

i 4
& & - uj L
Carpentry ® Plumbing e Electrical
Drywall @ Painting = Kitchen & Bath
Dechs & Flooring & Windows
and much more!

iee 1.877.33.FIXIT

(1 ATT A3 4048)
R et Carane S, T I, 11 g, 4 B3045
NI ATZ 0575 fvoice] 10UV 8400 M)
o

o~ Pl

Lissh] Boedn] mied Garwresl
r

Wﬂandyman
On Demand _

aaeg Tat gy LT

WESTSIDE GUYS

Full Service Handymen

|
GARPENTRY. ELEC., PAINT ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR
ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE
B

BOB 35/HR (310) 266-6348
CALEB 25-35/HR (310) 409-3244

Bookkeeping

SIMPLIFY

Experienced, Efficient,
and Swift.

BOOKKEEPER
FOR HIRE

Quickbooks $40/hr.
Pick Up and Delivery

Call now to save!
(310) 264-0828

Computer Services

MAC COMPUTER Repair

Home based business, personal at-
tention. Work guaranteed. Paine and
Sons (310) 401-8090

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

. Rob's Organic Carpet Care

~_ Cleaning your home with safe, non=toxic products

Santa Monica 310-729-2931
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LINHTED TERM FINARCING
0N SELECT 2008 MOBELS
( APPREVAD EREDEE

10 AT THIS LEASE PAYMENT

+88¢ + TAX PER MONTH

s FOR 39 MONTHS
FULLY EQUIPPED
SPHHHH ul ; *anr'm purpment dor 39 manthe of appinevad cede S3180 cap oost
it fee o S35 tond e ot & merned) WERP
53—- .-:.5 |e1 ﬂrn 75K h*? 7. 25¢ per mile excass DTLI!HS!TEIHIMSMHIGS

WL SIMIONSORN

ADVERTISEMENT

INTRODUCING. THE
NEW 2007 S-CLASS!

NEWOSES00 . 572988
NEW 05 CLG3AMG [:AB-;.-,.TE?%WBBB
NEW ‘05 CLKGSAMGCAB.... 575,988
NEW 05 659 AMEG  ...5x.534 988
NEW ‘05 CL600 COUPE ......%39,988
NEW ‘05 GL600 COUPE .....2s:.539 988
NEW ‘05 CLOSAMG  ....»3105,988
NEW ‘05 CLESAMG  ....»x.$139,388

ERS SPECIALS , NEW 2006 E350 SELAN

83 ss § ATTHIS LEASE PAYMENT
+88¢+ TAX PER MONTH
FOR 27 MONTHS
FULLY EQUIPPED

5]9»‘5!3" tu-: I|| 11:143'15 [y m{-rll !:lr 2 |'mr'| u: am.-n"e:. uull 5-1 24 r.':L. u:.s
i g = ..,--l L.In.l
Ef‘i 1 u} i' M-

l]'I'HEHS luT !IlIL.H.H SM"IHBE

NOW OPEN! OUR NEW STATE-OF THE- ARTSERWCE CENT ER'

14TH AND C?I.OMDO SAN‘I'A MONICA - 800.734 6206

Mercedes-Benz
Certified Pre-Owned

WL SIMONSON SANTA MONICA

MEHBEIIES BENZ GERTIFIED I’IIE-I]WNEII PROGRAM INGLUDES

7 DAY TRIAL EXCHANGE - 1 YEAR/100,000 MILE WARRANTY

PRE-OWNED CARS
1TTH & WILSH{HE SAHTA MONICA 130& SANTA MONICA BL'u‘[] SM
1-800-784-7160 1-800-784-6196
-  —
[ VLLSIMONSON | % WLSIMONSON %
x| _ | WWW.MERCEDESBENZPRICING.COM od P |
| All setversned prices exelude prversment fees and tasey. oy fiswnce chargss. sy dealer docomen prepartes chames sod any smizzion (esting charge. Ad expines suniommziom of business. . ]




