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The Santa Monica Malibu
Unified School District is debating
the future of its spending in the
event revenues decline.

At a March 20 budget workshop
board meeting, SMMUSD ana-

lyzed their budget and pinpointed
programs and resources that could
hypothetically be excised or
changed in the event they didn’t
have an excess of public funds and
contributions, or needed to tighten
their budget spending.

SMMUSD explores 
prioritizing spending
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BOOK DIRECT AND SAVE SeaviewHotel.com

Parking | Kitchenettes | WiFi Available

BRIAN MASER
THE CONDO SALES LEADER • 310.314.7700
CALL US FOR A FREE APPRAISAL • MASERCONDOSALES.COMC O N D O  S A L E S
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Daily Press Staff Writer

The same woman who helped revolution-
ize the local food movement by growing let-
tuce in her backyard for Alice Waters and
Wolfgang Puck is now baking bread for Santa
Monica tables.

In fact, Andrea Crawford isn’t just baking
the bread. She’s growing the wheat herself on
Kenter Canyon Farms, milling the flour and
then baking incredibly fresh sourdough loaves
in downtown Fillmore for Santa Monica’s
Wednesday downtown farmers market and a
few local Whole Foods locations.

Unlike the box-shaped, pre-sliced and
packaged loaves at the grocery store contain-
ing dozens of ingredients, Roan Mills loaves
are made the old fashioned way with just
flour, salt and water. Traditionalists argue

SEE SMMUSD PAGE 11

KATE CAGLE
Daily Press Staff Writer

Hidden beneath all the hype in
Santa Monica surrounding the
dockless scooter app Bird, there’s a
second electric vehicle company in
town still zooming under the
radar. If you see one zipping down
the street, the first thing you’re
likely to notice is the bold, blue

SEE OJO PAGE 7

SEE BREAD PAGE 6

Kate Cagle
BREAD: Roan Mills has a variety of breads for sale at the Santa Monica Farmers Markets

Ford lends logo and
brand power to local

scooter start-up

FRESH FINDS: 

Roan Mills sourdough bread

Courtesy photos
OJO: The Santa Monica based company is selling the new scooters. 
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What’s Up

Westside
OUT AND ABOUT IN SANTA MONICA

For help submitting an event, contact us at
310-458-7737 or submit to events@smdp.com

Saturday, March 31
Santa Monica Certified
Farmers Market (downtown)
The Organic Market boasts the
largest percentage of Certified
Organic growers of the City’s four
markets. 2nd @ Arizona Avenue. 8
a.m. - 1 p.m.

Saturday Certified
Farmer's Market (Virginia
Ave. Park)
A family market in the heart of the
Pico/Cloverfield neighborhood, and
offers a variety of organic and conven-
tionally-grown produce, in addition to
several prepared food options and cof-
fee. It is also currently the only Santa
Monica Farmers Market offering
Market Match incentives for WIC and
EBT customers. Virginia Avenue Park,
2200 Virginia Ave. 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Cesar Chavez Celebration
In collaboration with Familias
Latinas Unidas (FLU), celebrate
Cesar Chavez. Enjoy a speaker pres-
entation, a photo gallery and the
movie screening of Dolores (2017) a
working-class wife and mother of
eleven children that helped Cesar
Chavez establish a farmer's union.
(95min) Pico Branch Library, 2201
Pico Blvd. 10 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Sunday, April 1
Santa Monica Certified
Farmers Market (Main St.)
The Main Street market hosts a vari-
ety activities including bands, a bi-
weekly cooking demonstrations, arts
and crafts, a face painter, a balloon
animal designer as well as seasonal
California grown fruits, vegetables,
nuts, meats and cheeses. 2640 Main
St. @ Ocean Park. 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

Annenberg Guest 
House Tours
Free tours begin at 11 a.m., 12 p.m.
and 1 p.m. No reservations needed.
Annenberg Community Beach
House, 415 PCH.

Monday, April 2nd
Disabilities Commission
Meeting
The Commission recommends ways to
maximize participation of people with
disabilities in all facets of City life and
increase awareness of the abilities,
rights and issues of people with disabil-
ities throughout the community. Ken
Edwards Center, 1527 4th St. 6:30 p.m.

Architectural Review
Board Meeting
The Santa Monica Architectural
Review Board normally meets on the
first and third Monday of every
month in the City Council Chamber.
City Hall, 1685 Main St. 7 p.m.

Be Your Own Beacon:
Active Breathwork
Meditation
This 90-minute workshop, led by
Lisa La Bonk, is an active and
dynamic integration of Breathwork
and Twin Hearts meditation.
Participants should avoid eating 1
hour prior to arrival, bring a yoga
mat, and wear layered clothing.
Ocean Park Branch Library, 2601
Main St. 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Tuesday, April 3
Ocean Park Film Series:
The Sting
Film historian Elaina Archer screens
and discusses this film, starring
Robert Redford and Paul Newman,
about two grifters who team to run
the ultimate con. (Film runtime: 128
min.) Ocean Park Branch Library,
2601 Main St. 6 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Write Away at Fairview
Gain support and encouragement in
your writing efforts from fellow writ-
ers in this supportive writer's meet-
up. Fairview Branch Library, 2101
Ocean Park Blvd. 12 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Gentle Yoga at Fairview
In a class that is safe for seniors and
beginners, as well as relaxing and
stress-releasing for pros, veteran
instructor Raghavan guides you
through a gentle session of yoga and
meditation. Space is limited. Please
bring a mat or towel to the program.
Fairview Branch Library, 2101 Ocean
Park Blvd. 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, April 4
Santa Monica Certified
Farmer's Market
(Downtown)
Wednesday Farmers Market is widely
recognized as one of the largest and
most diverse grower-only CFM's in
the nation. Some nine thousands
food shoppers, and many of Los
Angeles' best known chefs and
restaurants, are keyed to the sea-
sonal rhythms of the weekly
Wednesday Market. Downtown. 8:30
a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

St. Monica Catholic Community is a diverse and vibrant community of faith
that offers many opportunities to enrich your spiritual life, serve those in
need, educate your family, and most importantly, to belong. Join us and

discover for yourself an authentic and welcoming place you can call home.

All are welcome!
Easter Vigil - Saturday, March 31

7:00 p.m–10:00 p.m. in the Church
Easter Sunday - April 1

Church 6:15, 7:45, 9:30 and 11:30 a.m. 
1:15 and 5:30 p.m.

Gymnasium 9:30 and 11:30 a.m.
Grand Pavilion 9:45 and 11:45 a.m.

There will be no 7:30 p.m. Mass.

Connect with us on the web!
www.stmonica.net

725 California Ave.,  Santa Monica, CA  90403 • (310) 566-1500

He is risen!
Easter at St. Monica

S A N T A  M O N I C A  J A Y C E E S ’  2 6 T H  A N N U A L

PETER RABBIT DAY
Saturday, March 31st | 9am - 12pm

Douglas Park at Wilshire & 25th
FREE FAMILY FUN | EGG HUNTS | GAMES & ACTIVITIESFREE

RSVP at 
Eventbrite.com

Egg Dyeing, Face Painting, 
Sack Races & more!

With special appearances by Peter 
Rabbit and the Santa Monica 

Police & Fire Departments

Follow us on Facebook for event updates!
@SantaMonicaJaycees
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Citywide
New Roads school teacher earns prestigious award 
from Johns Hopkins Center For Talented Youth

Daniel Figueroa, teacher at New Roads School in Santa Monica, was one of 10 teach-
ers from around the country honored recently by the Johns Hopkins Center for Talented
Youth (CTY) for excellence in teaching students with advanced academic abilities.

Figueroa was honored during the Sarah D. Barder Fellowship Conference, held Feb. 23-
24 at The Langham Huntington Hotel in Pasadena, Calif. This was the 30th anniversary
of the conference, which brings new and past fellows from around the country together
to share ideas and best practices about educating bright students.

“CTY’s mission is to discover, engage, and challenge even the brightest students to
aim higher and learn more every day,” said CTY executive director Elaine Tuttle Hansen.
“The Sarah D. Barder Award celebrates educators who share this commitment and doc-
uments the impact of teaching for high achievement on young people who often strug-
gle to find the opportunities and encouragement they need.”

Figueroa, a graduate of UCLA, has focused on connecting his students with the math,
science, and engineering skills that will help them solve the problems of the future. As a
teacher at New Roads School, Figueroa carries out its philosophy of being a “private
school with a public purpose” through his commitment to not only his school, but to com-
munities throughout Los Angeles. He has been teaching in CTY Summer Programs for 16
years, and co-created one of its most popular courses, Numbers: Zero to Infinity. Figueroa
also co-founded the Compton Robotics Club with Ben Indeglia, a senior at New Roads
School, two summers ago in Los Angeles. Owen, the fifth grader who nominated him for
the CTY award, said Figueroa “surprises us with activities like ‘The Statue of Liberty’s Un-
Proportional Nose,’ that always make us feel like we’re going on an adventure.”

This year’s Sarah D. Barder conference theme was “Whole Teacher, Whole Child,” and
the program emphasized how to promote a healthy classroom. Teacher honorees shared
stories about challenges that stand in the way of a healthy learning environment, such
as students’ increasing dependence on devices and its effect on their ability to focus on
schoolwork; poverty and other household stressors students bring to school with them;
and the expectation for teachers to be in constant contact with families. Expert speak-
ers offered techniques through which to manage these challenges through empathy,
mindfulness, self-care, stress reduction, and more.

CTY director of research and conference co-host Amy Shelton said the biggest take-
away for teachers was that supporting each other and taking care of themselves is as
important as their interactions with students.

Nominations for the Sarah D. Barder fellowships come from students in CTY’s summer
and online courses who live in California, Nevada, and Maryland. Nominated teachers are
invited to submit an essay describing their teaching philosophy, and a panel of Johns Hopkins
educators then selects educators from this group for recognition as Sarah D. Barder Fellows.

Sarah D. Barder, an educator, philanthropist, parent, and friend of CTY, endowed the fel-
lowship in 1988 as a way of recognizing talented teachers of academically advanced stu-
dents. More than 480 educators have been honored as Sarah D. Barder Fellows to date.

For more information, please visit www.newroads.org
SUBMITTED BY ALAN PAINTER, BOB GOLD & ASSOCIATES

Pico Blvd.
SMC presents variety of concerts in April

The Santa Monica College Music Department will present four events in April, includ-
ing a piano concert by George Lepauw, and a benefit to support the SMC Applied Music
Program. All events except the SMC Applied Music Program benefit concert are held in
performance spaces at the SMC Performing Arts Center, located at 1310 11th Street (at
Santa Monica Boulevard), Santa Monica. The Applied Music benefit will be held at New
Roads School, located at 3131 Olympic Boulevard, Santa Monica.

THE EVENTS ARE:
■ Sunday, April 8 at 4 p.m. in the Music Hall: SMC Jazz Band, with conductor Frederick
Keith Fiddmont. The popular ensemble presents jazz band arrangements from the mas-
ters, as well as contemporary works from aspiring composers and arrangers. Guest artist
Lynne Fiddmont will join the band to explore the music of popular music masters like
Stevie Wonder and Nora Jones. (Tickets are $10.)
■ Thursday, April 19 at 11:15 a.m. in the Music Hall: George Lepauw: Piano Concert. Artist
and cultural activist George Lepauw will perform piano works by Bach and Debussy.
Lepauw, who uses music and the arts to inspire and bring people together, is Executive
Director of the Chicago International Movies and Music Festival, and the founder of the
International Beethoven Project (IBP). (Free. Complimentary tickets are available at the
SMC Music Office in Room 211 of the Performing Arts Center.)
■ Friday, April 20 at 7 p.m. in the Music Hall: Jazz Concert: Dave Tull Quartet. Renowned
for 30 years as a world-class jazz drummer, Dave Tull has also built a reputation in the
past 10 years as a great jazz singer, songwriter, and bandleader. Part of the SMC Spring
Jazz Series. (Tickets are $10.)
■ Friday, April 27 at 7:30 p.m. at New Roads School (3131 Olympic Boulevard, Santa
Monica): Benefit Concert: SMC Applied Music Program. Some of SMC’s most gifted music
students perform under the direction of Brian Driscoll to support the SMC Music
Department’s distinctive Applied Music Program, dedicated to fostering the develop-
ment of outstanding instrumentalists, vocalists, and composers. (Tickets are $10.)

For tickets and information (unless otherwise noted), please go to
www.smc.edu/eventsinfo or call (310) 434-3005 or (310) 434-4323.

SUBMITTED BY GRACE SMITH, SMC PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
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Delivering Hope - $1 to 100,000 

We need your help to help us serve 100,000 meals this year.
Imagine if everyone donated just $1 to go towards providing a meal

Join us in our $1 to 100,000 campaign. 
Every dollar raised will go towards delivering 100,000 meals

DELIVERING MORE THAN A MEAL

“Before I didn’t eat very much, I didn’t have anyone to cook for me. 
I would like to thank  everyone for their kindness and support.”

… Betty, Santa Monica client

DONATE SECURELY ONLINE: www.mealsonwheelswest.org

Contact: info@mealsonwheelswest.org        310 394-5133 x5 
501(c)(3) non-profit 

Email info@catamlaw.com or call 310-986-4181 for a consultation.

catamlaw.com � Employment-based
visas (H-1B, L-1, J-1, 
H-3, O-1, P, R, etc.)

� Investment and 
business visas, including 
EB-5 green card category

� Citizenship

� Green card 
(employment-based 
and family-based)

� Corporate workplace
compliance (I-9 audits,
LCA audit, etc.)

Leveraging over 12
years of experience.

Catam Global Law, P.C.Catam Global Law, P.C.
IMMIGRATION LAW

Property 
Management 
company 
looking for 
Santa Monica 
resident to fill 
administrative 
assistant position.

� Job is demanding but is a
great opportunity to grow with
an impressive company. 

� Friendly people lover needed -
we deal with lots of tenants and
vendors. Must be eager to learn.
Excellent work ethic is critical.
Must be able to take direction,
attention to detail is required. 

� Need good, solid MS Excel
skills and must be software savvy.
You will learn two accounting
programs for entering invoices
and cash receipts (MRI and JDE)
for different properties.

Please send resume to smpropasst@gmail.com

TAXES    •    BOOKKEEPING    •    STARTUPS    •    CORPS.    •    LLCS

SMALL BUSINESS

STARTUP?
LET ME HELP YOU SUCCEED

(310) 395-9922
SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA

1000 Wilshiree Blvd.,, Suitee 1800 Santaa Monicaa 90401
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DIANA ALBARRACIN TEACHES SPANISH AS
a second language for all ages. She has pro-
vided a variety of programs through the City
of Santa Monica Community Recreation
Division such as enrichment classes and
camps. Santa Monica Community Gardens
has opened up Euclid Park Gardens to the
Spanish Immersion youth program, giving
the children access to two of the gardening
beds, giving them the opportunity to explore
the art of gardening. This venture has been
very successful.

All children in the Spanish School pro-
gram have access to the gardens ranging in
ages from 1 to 12. On any typical day, about
8 to 12 students are in the garden.

I asked Diana about the children’s experi-
ences via email. Here is what she said.

HOW FREQUENTLY ARE THE 
CHILDREN AT THE GARDEN? 

There are two groups of children that
visit the garden every day. Morning classes,
Spanish Steps classes, and afternoon Spanish
Enrichment classes. They water the garden
just one time; depending on the seeds we are
planting. Other groups just observe and
clean up the dead leaves, or the minimal
waste we can find in the garden. Groups also
take turns to work in the compost area that
The Community Garden Department is cre-
ating at Euclid Park.

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE CHILDREN’S 
FAVORITE FRUITS AND VEGETABLES TO 
GROW AND HARVEST/EAT IN THE GARDEN?

We like to plant seasonal seeds. Our
children put all their energy into the proj-
ect when they are planting their seeds.
They honor them by drawing them; mak-
ing comparisons between different seeds
and are following their growing process
using the calendar. We have had two har-
vests so far. The first ones were huge
squashes that we were cooking and eating
during an entire week. Furthermore, we
shared some with parents as well as with

some of our neighbors. The second harvest
blessed us with beautiful sunflowers and
carrots. The kids honored them by making
adorable art and craft pieces to decorate
our classroom. Now we are ready to start
our third planting…Every season is differ-
ent. We learn more, and we are more curi-
ous to keep improving and planting more
and more seeds. The gardening project sin-
cerely has become yet another extremely
empowering learning tool for our children
who attend our program.

WHAT ARE SOME KEY LEARNING 
POINTS FOR THE CHILDREN?

Visiting the garden every day brings a
lot of benefits to our children. Not only in
the Spanish language acquisition but as
well as in gathering gardening concepts
followed by all the math and scientific
concepts that go along with it. The young-
sters get motivated to stop by the garden
and observe all the seed's growing process.
They are so happy when new seeds start to
come out. Some children do not under-
stand at the very beginning, or they simply
do not grasp the concept. Gardening, how-
ever, is a matter of time and patience, thus
the children, after having had experienced
two different harvests, started to develop a
sense of belonging and responsibility for
the garden; for watering, and for patiently
expecting our next harvest. The kids
become more aware of the sunlight, the
entire weather system and its changes, and
how those changes influence the plant's
growing process.

Thank you, Diana, for the great work you
are doing. It is wonderful to see children get
their hands dirty in a garden and experience
first-hand where their food really comes from.

Want to learn more about the Santa Monica
Community Gardens? Contact us at santamoni-
caroots@gmail.com and follow Santa Monica
Roots on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

The LA Spanish School at
Euclid Park (and Garden)

By Ken Hansen Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Gardening and Community

Courtesy photos
TEACHING: The City’s community gardens also function as a learning environment for kids. 

office (310) 458-7737

DO YOU HAVE COMMUNITY NEWS?
Submit news releases to editor@smdp.com or by fax at (310) 576-9913

WHEN BAD THINGS HAPPEN
TO GOOD PEOPLE BECAUSE
OF THE CARELESSNESS OR
NEGLIGENCE OF OTHERS.

Free Consultation
Over $25 Million Recovered

• CATASTROPHIC PERSONAL INJURIES

• WRONGFUL DEATH

• MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS

• BICYCLE ACCIDENTS

• SPINAL CORD INJURIES

• TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURIES

• DOG BITES

• TRIP & FALLS

310.392.3055
www.lemlelaw.com

Robert Lemle

You Pay Nothing Until
Your Case Is Resolved
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COMMUNITY SERVICE, BE IT THROUGH
volunteer opportunities or project funding,
is the cornerstone of being a Lion.

On March 17, the Santa Monica Lions
participated in the 4th Annual Lions Eyes
Across of California with free vision and
hearing screenings and the distribution of
free eyeglasses. Your vision is one of the most
valuable abilities you have and it is essential
for day-to-day living. Every year we are
proud to help people see.

Coming up next month are two addition-
al activities that we enjoy every year. First, we
are planting trees with other SM service
clubs on Arbor Day, April 26, at Virginia
Avenue Park. Each year the Lions plant trees
as part of our commitment to the environ-
ment, from trees that line 11th Street, to
trees providing shade at Clover and Palisades
Parks, we are committed to keeping Santa
Monica green.

Second, we are participating in the SM
Arts & Literacy Festival on Saturday, April
28, at Virginia Avenue Park. This family
event allows children to explore their cre-
ativity and use their imaginations as they
discover the wonder of books and an appre-
ciation for reading. We will also be providing
free books to children that come and visit

the Lion’s booth. If you would like to volun-
teer with us, please contact Anna at santa-
monicalion@gmail.com.

As for program funding, the deadline to
submit grant applications from nonprofit
organizations is May 1. Grants are available
to 501 (c)(3) organizations that serve the
Santa Monica and Westside communities.
Applications and the complete set of guide-
lines are available online at http://bit.ly/lion-
sgrants. If you have any questions, contact
Susan at santamonicalion@gmail.com or
(310) 442-9513.

If you have a passion for serving the Santa
Monica and Westside communities, please
consider becoming a Lion. To learn more
about the Santa Monica Lions or attend a
lunch meeting to network with other mem-
bers on the 1st or 3rd Thursday of each
month, please contact Linda at levelhead-
edlinda@yahoo.com or (310) 472-0530. Our
meetings are held at the Elk Lodge on Pico,
between 10th and 11th Streets at 12:15 p.m.

For more information about the Lions Club, visit
www.facebook.com/smlions or http://e-club-
house.org/sites/santamonica, call (310) 623-
4499 or reach them at P.O. Box 3435, Santa
Monica, CA 90408.

Community Service
Susan Lee DeRemer Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Lions’ Roar

ARIZONA AVE.WILSHIRE BLVD.
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If you don’t like what we have to say 
we will give you a copy of your 

x-rays at no charge

YOUR CHOICE

FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!!!

(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!!)

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTE IN
1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

( 3 1 0 )  7 3 6 - 2 5 8 9

WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

DENTAL CARE WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!

WE OFFER UNIQUE SERVICES
*Nitrous Oxide provided as a courtesy

*No interest payment plans
*Emergencies can be seen today

*Our dentists and staff members are easy to talk to

AND OF COURSE WE DO

-Invisalign    -Periodontist on Staff    -Oral Surgeon on Staff
-Cosmetics and Implants    -Zoom bleaching    -and more

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$59 EXAM
AND CLEANING

For New Patients 
INCLUDES FULL XRAYS

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$1 EXAM
INCLUDES 

FULL XRAYS

OR

everyone welcome.

Co+opportunity Market & Deli - Culver City
8770 Washington Blvd. Culver City, CA 90232
Open daily 7 am – 10 pm

Access FREE underground parking from Washington Blvd. or Wesley St.

Just a 3 min. walk from the metro!
National Blvd.

W
esley Street

W
esley Street

National Blvd. Wash
ing

ton B
lvd

.

Wash
ing

ton B
lvd

.

Culver
City

we’re here!

coopportunity.com

fresh. organic. local. delicious.

• coffee juice & salad bar
• hot foods bar
• vegan & vegetarian 

• live entertainment
• local organic wines
• raw & bulk foods
& more! 

come in & taste 
something delicious!

100% organic produce

office (310) 458-7737
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Citywide
SMC to Offer First-Ever Free “Media & Tech 
Summer Experience” for High School Students

Santa Monica College (SMC) will offer a first-ever “Media & Tech Summer Experience”
exclusively for high school students at its new $115 million Center for Media and Design
campus. Two tailored six-week summer courses beginning June 18 will offer ninth to 12th
graders options of study in fields such as app programming, cloud-based computing,
journalism, photography, and screenwriting. There are no enrollment fees for California
resident high school students. 

Applications for the summer program—which are due by April 23 for priority consid-
eration—are currently being accepted at smc.edu/summerCMD. Students will be accept-
ed on a first-come, first-served basis.                                                  

“The Center for Media and Design is a vibrant and creative environment designed to
inspire student creativity and open their imaginations as they prepare for media and
high-tech careers right in the heart of Los Angeles’s exciting entertainment and tech
industry,” said Dr. Kathryn E. Jeffery, SMC Superintendent/President. “At Santa Monica
College, we are particularly pleased to offer a unique summer experience to high school
students that will attract innovative and aspiring young talent who want to get a head
start on career training while at the same time earning high school and/or college cred-
it—and have a lot of fun in the process!”

The Media & Tech Summer Experience classes will meet Monday to Thursday,
from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Center for Media and Design, which is located
at 1660 Stewart Street in Santa Monica. The campus is accessible by Metro and Big
Blue Bus.

SMC will also hold “Career Connection Friday Experiences” during the summer pro-
gram, to give high school students opportunities to meet local industry professionals and
SMC career counselors, to explore and help clarify their education and career pathways.
Participants in the Media & Tech Summer Experience will have access to CMD’s class-
rooms and computer labs equipped with the latest technology; tutoring services; broad-
cast booths and editing suites; and much more.

The $115 million campus, which was unveiled in December 2017, also hosts the
KCRW Media Center. The Center for Media and Design is home to SMC’s nine media
content development and design programs, including its award-winning Film
Production program, California’s first baccalaureate program in Interaction Design, as
well as those in Animation, Digital Media and Game Design, Journalism, Graphic
Design, Interior Architectural Design, and more. Details on the programs housed at
CMD is available at www.smccmd.org.

For more information on the summer program for high school students, please con-
tact Kiersten Elliott at Elliott_Kiersten@smc.edu or 310-434-4173, or Nancy Cardenas at
Cardenas_Nancy@smc.edu or 310-434-8621. Comprehensive information is available
atsmc.edu/SummerCMD.

SUBMITTED BY GRACE SMITH, SMC PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER

COMMUNITY BRIEFS



mass-manufactured bread and traditional
sourdough have little in common. Despite
humanity’s long history with bread dating
back more than five thousand years, wheat
(and specifically) gluten have come under
increased scrutiny over the past decade.

“Not everybody eats bread these days
because you can’t really get good bread,”
said Crawford’s son Charlie Dedlow, on a
recent rainy Wednesday, “but when people
try our bread they always end up dropping
all of their opinions.”

Crawford’s grain program launched in
2012 with fifty acres of Sonora, Glenn and
Red Fife wheat varieties. The original
crop was irrigated with only seasonal win-
ter rains. The wheat thrived - producing
80,0000 pounds of grain about seven
months later. The wheat is milled to order
to retain as much nutrition as possible.

“While a wheat berry can last for cen-
turies in viable conditions, once it’s milled
into flour the oxidation processes begin to
erode the overall quality and within six
months the flour will have lost some of its
vitality,” according to the Roan Mills web-
site. “We mill flour every day and all the
flavor, vitality and freshness is captured in
every loaf we bake.”

“When you’re milling fresh flour you
can really taste the difference in the
bread,” Dedlow said. “That’s part of the
reason people love our bread so much. It’s
milled right away and holds more nutri-
tional content.”

Once the flour makes it to the baker,
each loaf takes about 48 hours to bake
from start to finish. The flour, salt and
water are mixed with a sourdough starter
and allowed to set. Before the sun comes
up, bakers shape the dough into individual
loaves and then place them into rotating
ovens. The bakers start their shifts at mid-
night and work until four in the morning.
A few hours later it’s in the hands of the
very first customers.

Roan Mills has expanded into nine local

Whole Foods stores. Wednesday is the only
Santa Monica farmers market you can find
the bread. Fans know to get to the market
early before they sell out.

Their most popular bread is the $8
Sonora Country Blonde, a 100 percent
whole grain sourdough bread. At the mar-
ket, a sandwich loaf and a baguette cost $6.

Santa Monica has four weekly farmers
markets including the Wednesday
Downtown market on Arizona Avenue
between 4th and Ocean from 8:30 a.m. to
1:30 p.m., the Saturday Downtown mar-
ket on Arizona Avenue between 4th and
2nd Streets from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., the
Saturday Virginia Ave. Park market at
2200 Virginia Avenue from 8 a.m. to 1
p.m., and the Sunday Main Street market
at 2640 Main Street from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30
p.m.

kate@smdp.com
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BREAD
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EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE
April 1  ·  6:30 a.m.  ·  Palisades Park
(Santa Monica Blvd & Ocean Ave)

EASTER CELEBRATION WORSHIP
April 1  ·  10 a.m.  ·  First UMC Sanctuary
(11th Street & Washington Ave)

    Come celebrate the joy and hope of Easter! 
The Sunrise Service will include music, prayer & communion. 

Dress warmly. You are invited to bring blankets and chairs as well 
as fresh flowers for the cross. Coffee will be provided.

Our Easter Celebration will be overflowing with 
flowers, music of choir, brass and organ, and Alleluias!

1008 11th Street • Santa Monica CA 90403
Two blocks north of Wilshire at Washington Ave.

Free parking across from church in garage on 11th St.

www.santamonicaumc.org  •  310-393-8258

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
                                                         of SANTA MONICA
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EASTER SERVICES
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
of  SANTA MONICA

Grand
Opening 
Party!
FLOCK ON IN

Saturday, March 24th, 10am-6pm

Stop in
during

our Grand
Opening

Event:

Nature of Wildworks will be in the store from
11am - 1pm with some amazing birds of prey.

Kate Cagle
MILL: Roan mill makes their own flour. 

Broadway
Wine & Spirits

(310) 394-8257
1011 Broadway | Santa Monica, CA 90401

All offers + tax/crv

Find us on 
Postmates

Lost Coast 6pk
....................................................

$7.99

LOCATION WINES    
....................................................

$11.99

Dragos Cantina     
....................................................

$21.99Margarita kit *this includes salt/1.75ml



Ford emblem on the front.
Unlike the thousands of Birds scattered

across sidewalks on the west side, the Ojo
Electric scooter is more closely related to a
moped than to a Razor. Riders can sit on a
small seat or stand on the lightweight alu-
minum frame as they cruise up to 20 miles
an hour. The scooters are small enough to
bring inside to charge at a household
power outlet but sturdy enough to feel
more at home weaving between bottle-
necked cars on the street than on the side-
walk with pedestrians. The curved, modern
design features a touch screen and blue-
tooth speakers that connect with in the
rider’s smartphone.

“It’s where Tesla meets Vespa for the bike
lane,” said one of its creators, Dale Seiden,
in an interview at the Santa Monica
Airport. Earlier in his career, Seiden built
an outdoor kitchen empire with Alfresco
Grills. In 2014, he dreamed up the Ojo with
his friends and fellow established business-
men, Dan Ratner and Alan Shapiro, while
sitting underneath Shapiro’s turboprop
plane parked inside a hangar at SMO. With
decades of corporate experience in tradi-
tional industries, the team has more grey
hair than typically associated with Silicon
Beach. Ratner is a former toy company
executive. Shapiro helped build the leading
plumbing supply company on the West
Coast. Ratner’s former business partner,
Bill Woodward, is behind the Ojo’s design.

The team had already sold about a
thousand Ojos when Ford granted them
permission to use the blue oval associat-
ed with their slogan “built Ford tough.”
The men decided to relaunch the product
with the new emblem in 2018 at the
Consumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas
in January.

“That changed everything from an
immediate identity and brand recogni-
tion,” Seiden said of the licensing deal. As
both commuters and cities look for ways to
reduce carbon emissions, the entrepreneur

sees Ojo Electric heading into markets all
over the world, especially in Western
Europe where gas is roughly $6 a gallon in
many places. The Ojo has a range of about
25 miles and can climb hills up to an 18
percent grade.

Ojo Electric is launching into a new but
rapidly growing market for electric trans-
portation. In just six months, Bird trans-
formed from a scrappy start-up led by a for-
mer Uber executive into a $117 million dollar
company with its sights set on launching in
50 cities by 2019. Bay Area-based bike share
company, Limebike, has also introduced an
electric scooter called Lime-S. By making
their scooters available to anyone who can
download an app the companies have raised
the profile of light electric devices.

While Seiden says rideshare is the future,
he doesn’t see the company going dockless
like Limebike and Bird, where the scooters
are parked ad-hoc all over town. Ojo’s app is
still in development. In the meantime, the
company has focused on personal ownership
with a single scooter selling for about $2,200.
Seiden says they are developing a foldable
version of their scooter for the so-called “last
mile” and looking to expand their rental net-
work with business partnerships.

Locally, the Ojos will be sold by Electric
Bikes, which opens this month on Main
Street. Next year, the company will expand
into more Ford dealerships and Best Buy
stores. Rather than look to other scooter
companies, Seiden says cars are his main
competition.

“This is really an alternative piece of
transportation to your automobile when it’s
too far to ride a bike and too close to drive a
car,” Seiden said. “When you don’t want to
fight congestion going to work in the morn-
ing, this is your alternative.”

A recent youtuber boasted he shaved 20
minutes off his commute through Venice by
switching to the bike-lane friendly electric
vehicle. Once a commuter arrives, Seiden
says they can either bring the scooter inside
to charge or lock it to a bike rack. Either way,
the sidewalk stays clear.

kate@smdp.com
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Before a perfect
goal becomes
a major sprain.
Get to know us
before you need us.

No matter what sport your young athlete plays, before the season begins, 
get to know the areas most experienced and specialized experts in children’s
orthopaedic conditions. For sprains, ACL injuries, concussions, fractures and
more. Our Center for Sports Medicine prevents, assesses and treats young
athletes. Helping them to grow into the sports star they truly are.

DOWNTOWN L.A.
Center for Sports Medicine
403 West Adams Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90007
213-741-8334

SANTA MONICA
Renee and Meyer Luskin Children’s Clinic
1250 16th Street, Suite 2100B
Santa Monica, CA 90404
310-395-4814

ortho-institute.org
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DAILY POLICE LOG

The Santa Monica Police
Department Responded To 341
Calls For Service On Mar. 29. 

HERE IS A SAMPLING OF THOSE 
CALLS CHOSEN BY THE 

SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS STAFF.

Burglar alarm 1500 block 4th 12:10 a.m.
Burglar alarm 1600 block Stanford 2:35 a.m.
Trespassing 1400 block 23rd 2:41 a.m.
Burglar alarm 2900 block 25th 3:59 a.m.
Panic alarm 1800 block Wilshire 4:06 a.m.
Burglary 1400 block Ocean 4:14 a.m.
Burglar alarm 200 block Broadway 4:39 a.m.
Loud music 1400 block Lincoln 4:53 a.m.
Auto burglary 1200 block 19th 7:12 a.m.
Petty theft 1800 block Ocean Park 8:13 a.m.
Hit and run 25th / Ocean Park 8:47 a.m.
Lewd activity 300 block Olympic 8:52 a.m.
Grand theft 1000 block 6th 8:57 a.m.
Grand theft 1500 block 9th 9:02 a.m.
Elder abuse 1600 block Wellesley 9:09 a.m.
Trespassing 1900 block Main 9:20 a.m.
Battery 700 block Broadway 9:21 a.m.
Elder abuse 1500 block 5th 9:22 a.m.
Hit and run 200 block Santa Monica Pier
9:35 a.m.
Hit and run 300 block Olympic 9:44 a.m.

Fraud 1900 block 18th 9:58 a.m.
Petty theft 800 block 11th 10:29 a.m.
Domestic violence 800 block 5th 10:42 a.m.
Hit and run Dorchester / Pico 11:00 a.m.
Defecating in public 4th / Broadway 11:19 a.m.
Elder abuse 1400 block Harvard 11:21 a.m.
Traffic collision Cloverfield / Delaware
11:35 a.m.
Lewd activity 800 block 19th 11:39 a.m.
Burglary 2200 block Colorado 11:47 a.m.
Hit and run 1400 block 21st 12:12 p.m.
Auto burglary 1200 block 2nd 12:22 p.m.
Threats 2000 block California 12:33 p.m.
Fraud 1500 block Ocean 12:46 p.m.
Fight 2nd / Colorado 1:23 p.m.
Public intoxication Main / Pacific 2:24 p.m.
Loitering 200 block Pacific 2:31 p.m.
Fraud 2100 block Main 2:44 p.m.
Burglary 800 block 11th 3:05 p.m.
Prowler 600 block Ocean 3:18 p.m.
Stalking 1100 block 18th 3:44 p.m.
Elder abuse 2900 block Neilson 4:04 p.m.
Petty theft 1400 block 3rd St Prom 4:37 p.m.
Bike theft 1400 block 5th 4:50 p.m.
Attempt suicide 2400 block Virginia 5:16 p.m.
Elder abuse 1000 block 12th 5:52 p.m.
Burglar alarm 300 block Adelaide 6:39 p.m.
Rape 1200 block 16th 6:57 p.m.
Burglary 1500 block 6th 7:19 p.m.
Loitering 1400 block Montana 7:34 p.m.

DAILY FIRE LOG

The Santa Monica Fire Department
Responded To 32 Calls For

Service On Mar. 29. 
HERE IS A SAMPLING OF THOSE 

CALLS CHOSEN BY THE 
SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS STAFF.

Emergency Medical Service 900 block
10th 12:03 a.m.
Structure fire 200 block 7th 2:27 a.m.
EMS 1300 block 15th 8:48 a.m.
Assist LAFD 400 block 26th 8:50 a.m.
EMS 700 block Pico 9:11 a.m.
EMS 1300 block Berkeley 10:26 a.m.
EMS 800 block 4th 11:05 a.m.
EMS 2300 block 29th 11:49 a.m.
Carbon monoxide 600 block Broadway
12:08 p.m.
EMS 1300 block 15th 12:35 p.m.
EMS 2200 block Wilshire 12:38 p.m.

Traffic collision 21st / Ocean Park 1:24 p.m.
EMS 2900 block Highland 1:53 p.m.
EMS 1300 block 15th 2:38 p.m.
Automatic alarm 3000 block Santa
Monica 2:54 p.m.
Haz mat 1300 block 20th 3:47 p.m.
EMS 1300 block 20th 4:31 p.m.
EMS 1000 block 14th 5:10 p.m.
EMS 2400 block Virginia 5:18 p.m.
EMS  1400 block Ocean 5:51 p.m.
Traffic collision 1300 block 6th 6:29 p.m.
EMS 100 block Pier 7:28 p.m.
Automatic alarm 700 block California
7:29 p.m.
EMS 1700 block Pearl 7:33 p.m.
EMS 800 block Ocean 8:08 p.m.
EMS 2700 block Santa Monica 8:09 p.m.
EMS 1000 block Wilshire 8:51 p.m.
EMS 800 block 4th 9:56 p.m.
EMS 800 block Broadway 10:32 p.m.
EMS 800 block Broadway 10:32 p.m.
EMS 2600 block Virginia 10:47 p.m.

Crime Watch is culled from reports provided by the Santa Monica Police Department. 
These are arrests only. All parties are innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

ON MARCH 22, AT ABOUT 5:20 P.M.
Officers responded to a radio call for service at the 1500 block of 2nd Street regarding a
suspect wielding a metal pipe and chasing a person. Upon arrival, officers saw the suspect
holding a metal pipe. As officers approached the suspect, he began to run off and threw
the pipe striking the passenger side window of the police patrol car. The subject ran off
and was taken into custody following a brief foot pursuit. Officers learned the victim was
walking along the 1400 block of Court 2 when he saw the suspect rummaging through a
privately owned dumpster. The victim told him he could not rummage through the can and
was on private property. The suspect became upset and began yelling at him. The suspect
walked up to a utility truck and grabbed a metal pipe from the rear truck bed. The suspect
then raised the pipe and ran directly towards the victim. The victim ran away from the sus-
pect. The victim identified the suspect. Efrain Iznagadanar, 60, homeless was arrested for
assault with a deadly weapon and resisting arrest. Bail was set at $30,000.

CRIME WATCH
B Y  D A I L Y  P R E S S  S T A F F

office (310) 458-7737

TELL SANTA MONICA WHAT YOU THINK!
WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Email to: letters@smdp.com or fax to (310) 576-9913

Residential & Commercial  951-553-4144

M MULTIWIRE ELECTRIC CORP.

Licensed & Bonded #1027648 

• Installations • Electrical Services • Kitchen Re-Wiring

• Contracting • Upgrades • Tenant Improvement 

• Ceiling Fans • Electrical Panel • Conduits • Lighting

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF
PROPOSED FY 2018-19 ONE-YEAR ACTION PLAN 
ALLOCATING FEDERAL CDBG AND HOME FUNDS

Notice is hereby given that the City of Santa Monica has developed the Proposed FY 2018-
19 One-Year Action Plan.  Annual Action Plans implement the 2015-19 Consolidated Plan
adopted by City Council and are submitted to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD).  Action Plans delineate the City’s specific projects and activities for
one-year use of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME funds to address
the City’s housing and community development high-priority needs as specified in the
2015-19 Consolidated Plan. The 2015-19 Consolidated Plan can be viewed at
www.smgov.net/ccsgrants .

The Proposed FY 2018-19 One-Year Action Plan is now available to the public for a 30-
day review period ending April 20, 2018.  The proposed plan can be viewed at
http://www.smgov.net/hsd. Hard copies will also be available upon request  through the
Human Services Division at 1685 Main Street, Room 212, Santa Monica, CA 90401, tele-
phone (310) 458-8701; TDD (310) 458-8696.  Please send your written comments to
humanservices@smgov.net or to the above address by April 20, 2018. You may also pres-
ent your comments verbally at the City Council meeting on May 8, 2018.

City Council Meeting
Tuesday, May 8, 2018 at 6:30 p.m.

City Hall Council Chambers
1685 Main Street, Santa Monica

The Council Chambers are wheelchair accessible.  If you have any special disability-relat-
ed needs/accommodations please contact the Human Services Division.

SURF FORECASTS WATER TEMP: 58.5°

SATURDAY – POOR TO FAIR – SURF: 1-2 ft ankle to knee high occ. 3ft
Small S swell and minor NW windswell. Clean AM, onshore PM.

SUNDAY – POOR TO FAIR – SURF: 1-2 ft ankle to knee high occ. 3ft
Small S swell and minor NW windswell. Clean AM, onshore PM.

SURF REPORT
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS 

IN THIS SPACE TODAY!

call us today (310) 458-7737
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SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S CROSSWORD

Up In Smoke
■ As marijuana use increases,
there's increasing interest and
debate over its broader health
effects. One area of contention is
the impact of cannabis upon car-
diovascular health. In a paper pub-
lished in the Annals of Internal
Medicine, researchers looked at 24
observational studies that exam-
ined adults using any form of mar-
ijuana and potentially related
effects on cardiovascular function
and health.
■ Although six of the studies sug-
gested a metabolic benefit from
cannabis, the scientists concluded
that all of the data was insufficient
and inconclusive due to the stud-
ies' designs, limitations, scope and
variation. 

sseeppuullcchheerr

1. a tomb, grave, or burial place. 

WORD UP!

WELL NEWS B Y S C O T T  L A F E E

Draw Date: 3/28

6  8  26  52  53
Power#: 21
Jackpot: 50M

Draw Date: 3/27

7  25  43  56  59
Mega#: 13
Jackpot: 521M

Draw Date: 3/28

3  4  10  21  42
Mega#: 3
Jackpot: 22M

Draw Date: 3/29

1  28  30  34  35

Draw Date: 3/29
MIDDAY: 4 2 9
Draw Date: 3/29
EVENING: 0 9 6

Draw Date: 3/29

1st: 06 Whirl Win
2nd: 02 Lucky Star
3rd: 03 Hot Shot
RACE TIME: 1:46.46

DAILY LOTTERY

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number information, mistakes can occur. In
the event of any discrepancies, California State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete
game information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery retailers. Visit the California
State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

Sudoku
Fill in the blank 
cells using numbers 
1 to 9. Each number
can appear only once
in each row, column,
and 3x3 block. 
Use logic and process
of elimination to 
solve the puzzle.

MYSTERY PHOTO Matthew Hall matt@smdp.com

The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the
Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com. 
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Zack Hill By JOHN DEERING & JOHN NEWCOMBE

Dogs of C-Kennel

Strange Brew

Agnes By TONY COCHRAN

By JOHN DEERINGHeathcliff By PETER GALLAGHER

By MICK & MASON MASTROIANNI & JOHNNY HART

Relationships start with trust, which is a stage of knowledge — a level of prediction. When we can predict
the behavior of another, we relax enough to begin building a bond. Breaking trust breaks relationships. The
full moon in Libra will give us an advantage now as it reveals all that needs to be known to take a relation-
ship to the next place.   

Relationship Moon

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
It just doesn't seem fair that some people
should be allowed the freedom to do as they
please and express themselves openly and
others have to work and be appropriate all the
time. That's why you'll make a change.  

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
Among the artifacts that you possess is one
that, while not obviously valuable, is precious
and irreplaceable. Why not display it as the
treasure it is to you? Today will bring the inspi-
ration and means to do so. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 21)
Appreciate your current status even as you
wish for something new. Change will happen
soon enough. But of course the life you wish
for will come with its own set of new problems.

CANCER (June 22-July 22)
Juicy information is difficult to keep quiet.
Much success in restraint will be attributed to
delaying your response to things, holding off
your decision, waiting to send the email and
the like.   

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
Centuries ago, new shoes were a much bigger
deal to acquire. And today, even though you
own several pairs of them, the thrill is still real.
Upgrades that happen below the knee will lift
your whole mood.   

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
They won't care about all that goes into the
result — not today anyway. They want what they
want when they want it. Use this to your advan-
tage. Don't set your price based on what things
cost; set it based on what people will pay. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23)
As far as you're concerned, laughter and love go
together. When they laugh, they show under-
standing and demonstrate their alliance. The one
who can make you laugh will have your heart.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21)
You're open-minded and flexible enough to use
what you've learned in many applications.
However, what you need now is very specific.
Only take advice from those who have done
the thing you want to do.   

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
There's a social pattern that occurs: You give
more and they take more; you withdraw and
they give more. If you're conscious of it, it feels
like a game. Someone will come along to shake
up the dynamic.   

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
The work itself won't get any easier, but you'll
get better at it, and therefore it will be easier
to you. This is the preferred way. You'd rather
grow in skill and strength than have the rest of
the world shrink.  

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Some things need nurturing to grow, but what
you're dealing with now is like a wildflower that
pops up where it pleases — the side of the free-
way, through the cracks of cement... It will
thrive on its own volition.   

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
Human eyes are limited. We have but two, and
they are not nearly as keen as the eyes of
some other creatures. But we can also try to
see with our hearts, which will make all of the
difference. 

TODAY'S BIRTHDAY (March 31)

There is little more satisfying than realizing your potential. You guessed at what you could do, and
this solar return shows you surpassing the guess. The hope and kindness you extend through the
summer will make a difference in someone's life. You'll triple your money with the financial oppor-
tunity in July. Aquarius and Gemini adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 8, 1, 11, 4 and 18.

office (310) 458-7737

DO YOU HAVE COMMUNITY NEWS?
Submit news releases to editor@smdp.com or by fax at (310) 576-9913

Classifieds
$12.00 per day. Up to 15 words, $1.00 for each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310)458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not guaranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roommates
Commercial Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

For Rent
PACIFIC PALISADES / PET FRIENDLY Next 
to Santa Monica. 1BD/1BA Apt in Quiet 
50s Bldg (NOT on Sunset). Peaceful, 
Friendly, Safe Ambiance, & solar Swim-
ming Pool ! Steps from Gelsons Market 
& Village, and blocks from Hiking Trails 
and Beach. On-Site Laundry & Manager. 
Parquet Floors. Parking. SPECIAL: 3rd 
MONTH FREE ! $2675/ mo. & Security 
Deposit. Contact Jeff: (310) 573-0150

Storage Space
(10’ wide x 25’deep x 8’ high); alley ac-
cess, 17th & SM Blvd.; $365/ mo., stor-
age only; Call Bret (310) 994-5202

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737
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BY AVIVA KRAUS
Westside Food Bank

Students filled bright green
grocery totes with carrots, cel-
ery, zucchini, and lettuce as
they strolled the Mount Saint
Mary’s University’s farmers
market last month. The free
market is part of the
University’s Mount Wellness
strategic plan, described on its
website as “a comprehensive
wellness initiative centered on
the principles of inclusion, empowerment,
and personal well-being.” This was the sec-
ond such event, after the Chalon campus’s
inaugural market, which took place in
October during Campus Sustainability

Week. Both markets drew a
crowd of over 250 students.

In addition to receiving a
free bag of fresh produce, stu-
dents received information
from campus health profes-
sionals, sampled healthy meal
options from university-spon-
sored chefs, chatted with repre-
sentatives from MSMU Sports
and Wellness, and signed up to
participate in wellness-related
student groups, such as MSMU
Eco Club.

Produce for the market – 2,040 pounds in
all – was provided by Westside Food Bank, as
part of the organization’s efforts to address
hunger among college students. Nationwide,
three million college students lack steady

access to nutritious food. Students from
low-income families and first-generation
students are at a particular risk for food
insecurity. At Mount Saint Mary’s, the pri-
vate university whose students have the
greatest need in Los Angeles, over 70% of
students qualify for and receive aid such as
Pell Grants, 96% have taken out loans and
56% are first-generation college students.
The Mount Saint Mary’s farmer’s market
provides these students with access to nutri-
tious food they might otherwise struggle to
afford or obtain, and encourages them to eat
healthier. The next market is scheduled for
mid-March, and will continue each month
throughout the school’s spring semester.

Visit wsfb.org for more information on Westside
Food Bank. 

Students Get Healthy at Mount Saint Mary’s Farmers Market

Courtesy photos
FOOD: Local farmers markets are a good source of healthy food. Schools like Mount Saint Mary’s provide an incentive for students. 

Assistant Superintendent Melody Canady
led the budget presentation, saying the the goal
of the special meeting and presentation was to
provide “budget development and review
expenditures, to identify program areas and
priorities to find where the district is atypical
to other schools” throughout the state.

The presentation showed that, through a
funding system called Local Control Funding
Formula (LCFF), SMMUSD makes upwards
of $107 million a year. From local funds, the
district makes an extra $42 million.

“We’re not trying to go out there and
spend money just because it’s leftover,”
Canady said. “We want things to be tight
each year. We’re trying to reshape our budg-
et. Not shave, reshape.”

Additionally, the presentation showed a
projected $4.2 million deficit in the 2018-
2019 fiscal year with the deficit increasing to
$6.2 million in 2019-2020 fiscal year. In a
multiyear projection, the district was shown
to be hovering around $4-6 million in the
red for the immediate foreseeable future.

Superintendent Dr. Ben Drati then intro-
duced “SMMUSD vs. Typical CA Districts,” a
highly detailed report listing programs and
positions at schools within the district that
Drati said SMMUSD was “blessed” to have
but were not commonplace at other districts.

Drati “talked to experts and made many
phone calls” to determine what is “atypical”
in this process.

For example, at Samohi, they have 13 stu-
dent support advisors compared to six at a
typical high school; seven administrators

compared to five; 14.5 custodians compared
to 11.5. The sampling of data continues,
resulting in  $2 million of savings — just for
Samohi. The total amount considered atypi-
cal resulted in over $8 million of potential
savings districtwide.

Quelling fears in regards potential imme-
diate cuts, Drati added that there are no
decisions made, that the report was meant to
begin engaging in conversation, identifying
what programs and positions the district
should prioritize, to be “more efficient.” For
example, Drati noted many of these pro-
grams and positions considered “atypical”,
such as literacy coaches, have bolstered test
scores in the district.

“In terms of timeline I’m not proposing
this be dealt with in one year,” Drati said.
“But we need to have a year by year plan to
establish answers. A lot of these decisions are
hard to make. Given our budget profile, we
don’t need to act now. My goal is to have
something in front of you for each year
starting this fall for fall of 2019 start.”

Board reception to the presentation was pos-
itive, with Board President Richard Tahvildaran-
Jesswein suggesting program review.

“I know we do them, but we don’t do
them uniformly across the district. If we’re
looking at the budget and have to make chal-
lenges to be where we want to be, if there’s a
way to focus on procedure, that’s another
tool in the hand of the district.”

Craig Foster said the prioritizing of val-
ues and thoroughness in transparency
appealed to him, adding “any money we
don’t spend efficiently, our kids don’t benefit
from, so this is great.”

angel@smdp.com

SMMUSD
FROM PAGE 1

1640 5th Street, Suite 218
Santa Monica, CA 90401
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We’re saying hello to 2018, by securing last year’s advertising rates to showcase your business! 
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WE CAN
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new seismic retrofit 
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