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SMALL BUSINESS
STARTUP?

BY MELODY HANATANI
Daily Press Staff Writer

SMMUSD HDQTRS As school district offi-
cials continue to address a budget deficit
caused by state funding cuts, one area
likely to take a hit is class sizes.

The teacher-to-student ratio is expect-
ed to increase at nearly every grade level
and school starting in September, poten-
tially saving the Santa Monica-Malibu
Unified School District about $1.2 mil-
lion.

District officials last week presented
projected staffing ratios for the 2009-10
academic year, showing that class sizes
could jump from 20-to-1 to 23-to-1 for
kindergarten to third grade at all schools.

Class sizes at John Adams Middle
School are slated to increase from 29-to-1
to 30-to-1 and from 31-to-1 to 32-to-1 for
all other secondary schools, including
Santa Monica High School.

The staffing ratio change is just one of
several cost savings measures the
SMMUSD is considering instituting next
year, including laying off or reassigning
administrators in the district central
office, reorganizing the House System at
Samohi, and reducing the budget for spe-
cial education to reflect actual expendi-
tures.

The fourth and fifth grade classes at
both John Muir and McKinley will actual-
ly decrease to align with the staffing ratios
at the other two Title 1 schools. Doing so
will reduce the size from 30-to-1 to 25-to-
1. Title 1 schools typically have a higher
population of students from low-income
families who receive some form of federal
assistance.

“We believe the district has done a

Photo courtesy Nubia Calvo
GROWTH: A flatbed full of native shrubs that will compete with exotic plant species in the Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area.
Some of these shrubs were planted by ‘Ecohelpers,’ a student outreach program that brings inner-city youth to assist park rangers in their duties.

BY TEDDY LESHNICK 
Special to the Daily Press 

SM MOUNTAINS These hills are under
attack by foreign invaders. Fending off
exotic plants, global warming and develop-
ment are some of the challenges facing the
park rangers stationed in the Santa Monica
Mountains National Recreation Area.

Luckily these rangers have some back up
— students. Through the Parks as
Classrooms program, which was launched
in 1992, 50,000 students from around
Southern California visit the Santa Monica
Mountains each year. The objective is to

introduce national park resources to stu-
dents and teachers nationwide.

The relationship between the students
and rangers is symbiotic. Students from the
inner-city, some who have never been in
nature before, learn about their local
ecosystems. The rangers in return have new
foot soldiers in the battle against non-
native plant species.

“The kids love it because most don’t get
to come to the mountains at all,” Jamie
Hawkins, a special education teacher from
Joaquin Miller Career and Transition
Center, said. “It’s about seeing their world
and being aware.”

The Santa Monica Mountains park
rangers have a simple motto.

“To preserve for the future while allow-
ing enjoyment,” Park Ranger Barbara
Applebaum said.

THREATS TO WILDLIFE
Park rangers are trying hard to maintain

a balance between private development and
the inter-connectivity of the various
ecosystems in the Santa Monica
Mountains.

However, “humans are serving as barri-

Fighting to survive

SEE MOUNTAINS PAGE 13
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A newspaper with issues

For more information on any of the events listed, log on to smdp.com and click the “Events” tab for the given day’s calendar.

Feel the energy
Kathmandu Boutique

1844 Lincoln Blvd., 5:30 a.m. —7:30 a.m.
Master Choa Kok Sui Pranic Healing, has worked successfully with ailments

ranging from asthma, arthritis, cancer to addictions, depression and phobias.
It is an effective no-touch, painless healing art that helps the body repair

itself. For more information, call (310) 396-4036

Green Living Workshop
Santa Monica Public Library

601 Santa Monica Blvd., 7 p.m. —8:30 p.m.
Be part of the solution. Educate and empower yourself with simple steps that
save our environment and you money. This six-week workshop covers: water,
energy, waste, chemicals, transportation & travel, and shopping & food. Cost

free. For more information, visit www.sustainableworks.eventbrite.com.

Hot salsa on Main
Club Main

2941 Main St., 7:30 p.m.
Get down and shake off your troubles with hot fun salsa dancing. Isabelle's
Salsa Nights offered every Wednesday. Dance for free after 9 p.m. until we
drop. Drink specials from 7 p.m. —9:00 p.m. For more information, call (310)

392-3493

Thursday, March 26, 2009
Poetry and prose

Novel Cafe
212 Pier Ave., 8 p.m. — 10 p.m.

Share your writing or your favorite wordsmith at Novel Cafe. Readers can
select any kind of writing (poetry, fiction, non-fiction, etc.) up to 1000

words. Come read, listen and enjoy! Call (310) 396-8566 for more informa-
tion.

UCLA Festival of Preservation
UCLA Hammer Museum

10899 Wilshire Blvd., 7:30 p.m. — 9:00 p.m.
UCLA presents three oft forgotten films: The Naked Eye, The Bridge: A True
Story of a Troubled Child and Wedlock. The Naked Eye highlights the art of
photography and the evolution of the art and is the longest of the pieces.
The Bridge is a short, dramatic film about an emotionally troubled boy and
Wedlock is an experimental short. Tickets are $9 general admission. Call

(310) 206-3456 for more information.

Friday, March 27, 2009
Jumping the Median

The Other Space at Santa Monica Playhouse
1211 4th St., 8 p.m.

Steve Connell’s five new plays run the gamut from sexy and outrageous to
moving and provocative. Above all, they’re unabashedly fun. The evening

explores love, loss and life as we know it, accompanied by live music under
the direction of Josh Foy and Sekou Andrews. Jumping the Median also runs
on Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sunday at 7 p.m. Tickets are $20. Call (562) 547-

6207 for more information.

Into the Woods
Lincoln Middle School

1501 California Ave., 7:00 p.m. — 9 p.m.
An ambivalent Cinderella? A blood-thirsty Little Red Ridinghood? A witch who

raps? They’re all among the cockeyed characters in James Lapine and
Stephen Sondheim’s fractured fairy tale which happens to be the Lincoln
Middle School’s annual Spring Musical. Student admission is $5 per ticket

and adult admission is $10. Call (310) 393-9227 for more information.

Change your water ...

CHANGE YOUR LIFE
with “Alka Power” Alkaline Water

Alkaline Water
reverses the

effects of
illness and

leads to:

• increased energy

• anti-aging

• positive mood

• stabilized blood sugars

• weight loss

• better digestion

• lower cholesterol

• clear skin

• disease reversal

(gout, diabetes, etc.)

(310) 664-8880
Beyond O2 Water House

2209 Main St.
Santa Monica, CA 90405

FREE
5 gallons of “Alka Power”
Alkaline Water
Beyond O2 Water

(310) 664-8880
With this coupon.

Not valid with other offers or prior purchases.
*Please bring an empty container for your water or you may purchase a container at the store

www.beyondo2water.com

If your gym is not taking your fitness to the next level, 
you’re being cheated.

**mention this ad and receive 

NO INITIATION and your 
first month FREE

Included with membership
Yoga, kickboxing, indoor cycling classes, specialty classes

World class strength & cardiovascular equipment
Free membership to exclusive fatburn.com weight loss system!

Equinox: $135
Burn Fitness: $79.99*

Downtown Santa Monica. Free Parking

1315 3rd Street Promenade    4th floor (above
food court)    Santa Monica 310.394.1300

www.burnfit.com

*one year rate

Frustrated with 
your workout?

RECYCLE NOW!
WE PAY THE
BEST RATES!

Aluminum       Plastic       Glass       Bi-Metal       Newspaper
CardboardWhite/Color/Computer Paper       Copper & Brass       

Santa Monica Recycling Center
2411 Delaware Avenue in Santa Monica
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Since 1967
Quality & Value Always!

310-399-7892
27322 Mainn St.

Santaa Monica

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

“1/2 price menu
omelettes everyday!
From 6am until 7am
GET OUT OF BED!

Morgan Genser news@smdp.com
GETTING BACK JUST IN TIME: Crossroads High School catcher Jake Rosenblatt (right)
avoids being tagged out at first base by Sierra Canyon's David Rosenberg on Tuesday at
Clover Park. Crossroads won the game 12-1. The game was called after the fifth inning due
to the mercy rule, which states that if any team is up by 10 or more runs after five innings
the game will end early. With the win, Crossroads improved its record to 5-1.

BY DANIEL ARCHULETA
Managing Editor

St. Monica Catholic High School’s softball
team ended a minor losing streak last week
with a 3-1 win over Alhambra High School
during the Whittier Tournament.

With the win, the Mariners improved its
record to 5-4 on the season. Next up for St.
Monica is a game against Ramona Convent,
also from Alhambra. The game will be played
on Thursday and is part of the Memorial
Tournament.

ST. MONICA VOLLEYBALL HEATS UP
After a slow start that included a pair of

losses to begin the season, St. Monica’s boys
volleyball team has begun to heat up. The
team has won four out of the last six.

The team, which is 4-5 on the season, will
travel to Brentwood High School today for a
5 p.m. match. Brentwood is an impressive 7-
1 this season.

SAMOHI VOLLEYBALL ON MODEST STREAK
Santa Monica High School’s boys volley-

ball team is riding a modest two-game win
streak. Victories over Palisades and El
Segundo have helped the Vikings even its
record at 3-3.

Samohi began the season by losing its first
two games to Bishop Montgomery and
Granite Bay, but have won three of four since.

SAMOHI SOFTBALL HITS ROAD
Fresh off the High Desert Classic,

Samohi’s softball team will travel to take on
Redondo today at 3:15 p.m.

The Vikings, victorious in its last game
against Burbank, began the season 6-3. The
team participated in five tournaments this
season, but will leave those behind as it com-
pletes the rest of its preseason schedule. The
team’s first Ocean League game will take
place March 30 against Inglewood.

VIKINGS BASEBALL TAKES TO THE ROAD
Since beginning the season 4-1, Samohi’s

baseball team has lost two in a row. The latest
setback came at Banning on March 21.

Senior Tyler Skaggs tossed five innings of

BY MELODY HANATANI
Daily Press Staff Writer

SUNSET PARK Fast food isn’t always consid-
ered the healthiest option, but diners can
now alleviate at least some of that guilt by
eating green.

Santa Monica-based Greenopia recently
released a new rating system for the nation’s
23 most popular fast food restaurants, evalu-
ating the eateries based on characteristics
that include building design and corporate
commitment to the environment.

Greenopia runs an online directory of
eco-friendly products and businesses and
publishes a local Zagat-style guide that
includes everything from environmental
friendly grocers to pet stores.

“There’s a really strong growth of interest
in making sure that we’re both consuming
non toxic and healthy foods but also doing
that from organizations that are also con-
scious about the impact of doing business on
the environment,” said Gary Bishop, the
chief operating officer for Greenopia.

A team of researchers selected 23 of the
most popular chains and rated them on a
scale of zero to four leafs, evaluating the
companies based on factors that include the
carbon footprints of products served.

“If a company has a biodiesel fuel fleet of
delivery vehicles, that is going to have a dif-
ferent impact from someone using rail or
other modes of mass transit,” Bishop said.

He said that Greenopia plans to review
the fast food eateries again in four to six
months, noting that it takes time for restau-
rants to institute changes.

Among the recognized businesses that
received less than four stars are Panera Bread
and Peet’s Coffee.

Peets, which has locations on Montana
Avenue and Main Street, operates a coffee
roasting plant that has been certified as
LEED silver by the U.S. Green Building
Council, The coffee shop, which received
two leaves, also provides a discount to cus-
tomers who bring in their own mug, which
cuts down on waste.

PREP SPORTS ROUNDUP

St. Monica
softball ends
losing streak

SEE ROUNDUP PAGE 12

Greenopia
measures
fast food
restaurants

SEE FOOD PAGE 12
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OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters
we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 410 Broadway,
Suite B, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

Praising the police 
Editor: 

The tragic shootings in Oakland are a terrible
reminder of the sacrifice police officers everywhere
(and their families) all too often make in the line of duty.
Every day they are willing to put their lives on the line
to keep us safe. For this and all they do, we owe them
our deepest gratitude and support.

I never knew how potentially dangerous a “routine”
traffic stop could be until I took the 14-week Santa
Monica Citizen’s Police Academy course a few years
ago. I learned that a very high percentage of serious
criminals were apprehended in the course of a simple
traffic stop. I also experienced first hand a taste of the
danger presented to the officer(s) when approaching a
stopped vehicle.

In a series of role plays, each of us in the class had
an opportunity to approach a vehicle, following the pro-
cedural instructions that an officer would in a real-life
situation. Even in a simulation, the adrenaline starts to
pump and there’s a feeling of apprehension. Try as we
did to follow instructions, most of us at some point
made a misstep and got “blown away” by the driver or
passenger who produced what fortunately was only a
toy gun, aimed, and pulled the trigger. (Even pretend-
ing, that action felt very disturbing.) We heard from
many seasoned police officers that their first thoughts
when going up to a vehicle they’ve pulled over were
about wanting to go home that night to their families.
Sadly, the four brave Oakland officers won’t be.

Now, when I see an officer approaching a vehicle
that’s been pulled over, instead of feeling sorry for the
driver who got “nabbed,” I say a prayer for the safety
of the officer who risks so much — and, Thank You. (If
you’re in a car that gets stopped, please understand
that the officer who comes to the window to talk with
you is not being unfriendly or bossy, (s)he’s just being
cautious — with good reason.)

The entire country feels the sorrow of this tragedy.
Deepest sympathies to the slain officers’ families, col-
leagues and, indeed, all the citizens of Oakland. And,
from those of us who live in Santa Monica, the same to
our police force who undoubtedly must be taking the
deaths of their “brothers in blue” very hard. Even
though we may not show it enough, we do appreciate
you.

Kathleen Mulcahy
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 

Steve “the Mailman” Breen Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Going Postal

I AM A DEVOTEE OF OPERA. I WAS
fortunate enough to sing as a leading bass-
baritone in several regional opera companies
for a few years, so I know from personal expe-
rience that any opera production is a mad
monkey house that would warrant any sane
participant a life time prescription of Xanax.
I’ve sung in productions in old Gothic cathe-
drals, cracker box stages in Hollywood’s the-
ater district, an old bowling alley and an
acoustically bankrupt supper club.

The life lesson I learned from opera is
that the more complicated an endeavor, the
greater the exponential probability of some-
thing getting royally screwed up.

Our current state of economic travails
seem to mirror an operatic parallel universe
with all the faux-pathos and toxic comedy of
the legislative libretto co-written by Harry
Reid and Nancy Pelosi while musically
underscored on the ukulele by “Tiny Tim”
Geithner. All final performance critiques,
however, must reasonably be laid upon the
podium of Conductor-in-Chief Obama. Is it
an inconvenient truth that Reid and Pelosi
were given the task of creating a 1,172 page
Wagnerian partisan opus which was relegat-
ed to a mere five hours of debate before pas-
sage and was eventually signed, unread of
course, by the president? 

And if Obama had actually cared to read
it, doesn’t it stand to reason that he then
wouldn’t have been so “surprised” and “out-
raged” when AIG’s monsoon of money bags
rained down from taxpayer heaven?
Shouldn’t we, the taxpayers, be likewise “sur-
prised” and “outraged” that the top two ben-
eficiaries of AIG lobby largesse during the
last electoral Gotterdamurung was the chair-
man of the Senate banking committee, Sen.
Chris Dodd ($103,000) and President
Obama ($101,000)?

Let me get this straight. A legal contract
was signed and duly executed by the presi-
dent yet he neither bothered to read the fine
print let alone the big print and now he
demands a legislative remedy to provide him
with political plumber’s crack camouflage
initiated from his own ignorance and incom-
petence? Now, in a sudden epiphany of self-
righteous indignation during this “new era of
responsibility,” every kazoo player in this
clown car concerto, from the White House to
Capitol Hill and every cacaphonic corner of
the Obamanation’s cult-punditry, are trying
to get a whole lot of words in edgewise. They
are either [A] busily throwing each other
under the churning wheels of the nearest
public transportation, [B] have developed an
acute case of selective cranio-rectal amnesia
or [C] both A and B are correct.

Any morally cognizant individual in a
position of authority that merely accepts
“full responsibility” on a conditional basis is
either bereft of the dictionary meaning of
“full responsibility” or that individual’s
cajones dropped off in the gutter of the
White House bowling alley. Quite frankly,
Obama should stop blaming Bush if he’s
going to continue to act like him.

AIG makes an easy, lazy target. Most folks
prefer this as there is no requirement to
think too hard nor to remember the
Santayanan historical interlude that they are
most assuredly doomed to repeat. Case in
point: Sen. Dodd and then-Sen. Obama were
both in favor of the original autumn bailout

for AIG in 2008 despite their vocal criticisms
to the contrary. Both were in favor of
Dubya’s TARP bail out of Wall Street, which
was then used as a template for the current
Porkzilla Act of 2009.

Dodd authored the corporate bonus
bucks amendment for Porkzilla to provide
further financial succor to the captains of
finance despite lying about it later. The pres-
ident’s first major legislative embarrassment
was then signed behind closed doors with-
out significant press coverage in Colorado.
The legislation was then treated as if it were
a special needs kid that Obama would have
had to keep in the basement so as not to dis-
comfit the rest of the American family but
still not too mortified to jest cavalierly about
it later on the boob tube with Jay Leno.

And just to demonstrate that the
Obamaphiliacs are more than willing to eat
their own in order to protect the Bowler-in-
Chief’s poll numbers, then consider this; in
order to deflect public attention from Obama’s
split frame of economic equivocation and late
night TV boot licking, local SMDP columnist,
Kenny Mack, offered up former AIG head
honcho Joe Cassano as his scapegoat for polit-
ically expedient umbrage. Is it an inconvenient
truth that Joe Cassano is a fellow Democrat
and that Cassano contributed $4,800 to
Obama’s combined campaign funds as well as
$2,100 to Chris Dodd coffers?

Which begs the question: What is the
resale value on intra-party loyalty in the
wholesale presidential gutter ball bull mar-
ket of personal responsibility? I wouldn’t
trust the answer as far as I could throw a
bowling ball.

Steve Breen found out that bowling balls are a
great deterrent during home invasion robberies
but that dogs don’t play fetch very well with
them and is still “the best looking mailman in
the U.S. Post Office.” He can reached at dulca-
marax@yahoo.com.

ODDS OF A CHILD BEING
IN A FATAL AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT:

1 in 23,000

ODDS OF A CHILD BEING
DIAGNOSED WITH AUTISM:
1 in 166

To learn the signs of autism, visit autismspeaks.org

A LEGAL CONTRACT WAS
SIGNED AND DULY EXE-
CUTED BY THE PRESI-
DENT YET HE NEITHER

BOTHERED TO READ THE
FINE PRINT LET ALONE

THE BIG PRINT AND NOW
HE DEMANDS A LEGISLA-
TIVE REMEDY TO PROVIDE

HIM WITH POLITICAL
PLUMBER’S CRACK CAM-

OUFLAGE INITIATED FROM
HIS OWN IGNORANCE AND

INCOMPETENCE?

Rolling in the gutter
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KKeeeeppiinngg  iitt  llooccaall

City Hall and the Bayside District Corp. have
recently joined forces to launch the “Buy
Local” program, which aims to keep dollars in
Santa Monica.

SSoo  tthhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  QQ--LLiinnee  qquueessttiioonn  aasskkss::

Are you inclined to spend locally to help the ail-
ing economy, and why?

CCaallll  ((331100))  228855--88110066  bbeeffoorree  FFrriiddaayy  aatt  55  pp..mm..  aanndd
wwee’’llll  pprriinntt  yyoouurr  aannsswweerrss  iinn  tthhee  wweeeekkeenndd  eeddiittiioonn
ooff  tthhee  DDaaiillyy  PPrreessss..  PPlleeaassee  lliimmiitt  rreessppoonnsseess  ttoo  aa
mmiinnuuttee  oorr  lleessss..

GERMAN CCAR SSERVICE
Specialist in Repair of Porsche VW Audi BMW

� Best alternative to high dealer prices
� Complete service and repair
� All work guaranteed
� Locally owned and operated since 1965

2202 OLYMPIC BLVD., SANTA MONICA  (310) 829-2563

Hypnotherapists are not licensed by the state of California as healing arts practitioners; for your benefit and protection, work on some issues may require a written referral
from a licensed physician or mental health professional.

John McGrail, Ph.D, C.Ht.

Are you Sick and Tired of 
Looking Sick and Tired?

Botox Cosmetic ($10/Unit)
Juvederm • Restylane • Multiple Advanced Cosmetic Lasers • Wellness Services

All services performed by the M.D.

Your Neighborhood Med Spa

3010 Lincoln Blvd in Santa Monica www.pierlaser.com

(310) 399-9142

Diana Epstein Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Your column here

THIS WEEK, THE U.S. SENATE CAN GIVE
final approval to the largest expansion in
national service since President Kennedy
inspired the creation of VISTA and the Peace
Corps.

The House recently voted 321-105 to
expand AmeriCorps and other national
service programs, and a similar bill called
the Serve America Act is currently being
debated by the Senate. President Obama has
expressed strong support for the bill and is
reportedly poised to sign it into law as soon
as it arrives on his desk.

It is critical that the Senate passes Serve
America so that more Americans have the
opportunity to serve in communities all
around our country. Expanding service and
volunteerism — including adding 175,000
participants to national service programs —
would reverse years of neglect and cuts. For
AmeriCorps, it means augmenting its capa-
bility to make this a better country with a
cadre of individuals focused on serving the
common good. This is a time when more
people than ever need a helping hand, and
when more out-of-work Americans would
welcome the chance to give back in a very
meaningful way.

Americans are ready to serve; applica-
tions to AmeriCorps in February were triple
the number they were over the same month
last year. In addition to expanding full-time
service opportunities, the bill includes a
Summer of Service program for middle and
high school student volunteers, who would
earn a $500 education award to be applied
toward college.

The legislation would create a volunteer
generation fund to train, recruit, and place
volunteers strategically, and it provides
grants to small start-ups to encourage the
sort of social entrepreneurship that has ger-
minated a collection of successful nonprofit
organizations.

It creates tax breaks for businesses that
give employees paid time off to volunteer,
and sets up “encore fellowships” for older
volunteers and professionals.

The expansion passage could also be sig-
nificant by helping to boost public service as
a more common career path. This was my
experience, and it is one for which I am for-
ever grateful. I graduated from my Ivy
League college with a fancy degree in hand
and no idea what I really wanted to do with
myself.

I had applied to AmeriCorps on a whim,
and a few months later I found myself in
South Carolina on one of the five regional
campuses of the National Civilian

Community Corps program. For 10 months,
I worked side by side with my team of nine
other 18-24 year olds from all around the
country. We came from all backgrounds, all
walks of life, but we were united in the com-
mon purpose of service. Together we built
bridges, trained to be wildland firefighters,
repaired homes that were crumbling from
neglect, tutored the children who had never
before been told they could succeed.

I came back for a second year of
AmeriCorps, this time to lead a team
through another series of direct service proj-
ects across the south.

We worked in a children’s hospital in
Arkansas, built a playground for a school in
South Carolina where the kids had never
had recess, put hurricane ties on more hous-
es in Florida than I can count, and repaired
trails and footpaths in a beautiful state park
in Tennessee.

We filled in the gaps, and we met critical
needs in communities that could not do it
any other way. Brick by brick, shovel by
shovel, my teammates and I worked togeth-
er to make a difference.

It was because of my two years in
AmeriCorps that I committed myself to a
life of public service; I had seen the problems
first-hand and there was no going back. I
went on to graduate school in public policy
and have continued to work in national
service.

I believe in the power of service with such
conviction because I’ve seen the face of a
child whose face lights up when a caring
adult believes in her. I’ve seen the joy of a
child who can now run safely on the play-
ground, and the tears that flow from a fami-
ly’s eyes when they step into their own home
for the very first time.

Yes, we need credit to flow again, and we
need to clean up the toxic assets that are
clogging bank balance sheets. But more
importantly we need to work together for a
common purpose. Every single one of us is
hurting now, but together we can make it
right. Service and volunteerism are the vehi-
cles to get this great country back on track
again.

DIANA EPSTEIN was born and raised in Los
Angeles and is now a fourth year doctoral stu-
dent in policy analysis at the Pardee RAND
Graduate School in Santa Monica. She did two
years of full-time national service in the
AmeriCorps National Civilian Community Corps
(NCCC) program after graduating from Brown
University. She can be reached at
Diana.Epstein@gmail.com.

Public service is the road to recovery
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Real Estate 101

IT IS EASY TO GET LOST IN THE NEGATIVE
headlines. The other day I found myself fall
prey to a negative article that spoke poorly
about the subprime companies that failed
and how they were the impetus for this cur-
rent financial debacle. This article was spe-
cific to one of the largest subprime mortgage
companies. Yes, the company made poor
decisions and some awful loans, but what
the article failed to mention was how so
many honest people, doing what they were
told, lost jobs.

The article failed to talk about all of the
men and women who lost deferred income,
bonuses and most importantly — jobs.
Some of those people may be your friends,
co-workers or classmates. However, sadly,
they are marked with the subprime scarlet
letter, which reflects a time in our lives that
will live in finance infamy.

What I find interesting about the sub-
prime business is the loans that were made
and the people that were affected. I work
across from a former subprime employee
and I asked her what happened. How could
so many people let this awfulness take place? 

The company, like many companies
today, had many layers of management
along with different departments and even
when things were going south, they still had
rules and regulations to uphold. She noted
that the reason a lot of bad loans were made
was because of a competitive market.

Now I have nothing but respect for my co-
worker and I know she is an honest person

who was just doing her job, just like so many
other subprime employees who believed they
were helping people get homes. However, if I
cut away at the subprime onion, I think there
are two major factors that led to the excesses
of the subprime boom and bust — loan
structure and pay compensation.

Now coming out and saying the collapse
of an industry was due to “x, y and z” is naïve
at best, as I have the benefit of hindsight on
my side. Regardless, I believe it is important
to learn from our mistakes. Taking an
unemotional view is necessary in order to
prevent these same mistakes from happen-
ing in the future.

Competition is great for the marketplace.
It was competition and intelligence that
helped humans reach and stay at the top of
the food chain. In the United States, we have
anti-monopoly laws that keep companies
from gaining too much market share and
buying up too many of their competitors.
Regardless, the ugly truth is that competi-
tion has a dark side — moving forward with
no regard to future consequences.

To survive in a competitive environment
you must keep up with those around you.
Subprime companies began making deci-
sions over time that sealed their destinies.
The first nail in the coffin was a change in
loan parameters.

Loans can be great when purchasing a
real estate asset as they provide a means of
spreading the cost over time with little
money upfront. However, when a lender

takes all the risk on a loan, the borrower has
little reason to continue paying if things go
bad. And that is exactly what happened with
subprime loans.

Loans went from being full documenta-
tion, where a borrower provided tax returns,
bank statements and W-2 forms to prove
income, to limited documentation. Just as it
sounds, a limited documentation loan may
not need tax returns or even bank state-
ments. But the granddaddy of them all was
what was known as the no documentation
loan or no doc loan.

It is said that the best intentions pave the
road to hell and there are few examples that
exemplify this sentiment as much as the no
doc loan. Intended for business owners, no
doc loans were loans where no documenta-
tion needed to be provided. The only thing the
borrower had to do was complete a loan
application, usually no more than three pages.
These loans had higher rates than full or lim-
ited documentation loans because they were
considered riskier and usually only reserved
for those who could not show income.

No doc loans were brought to a new level
when wage earners were allowed to get
them. This meant wage earners did not have
to prove their income and this is where
fraudulent behavior transpired. To top it all
off, subprime lenders began selling 80/20
loans. This was a 100 percent financed loan,
80 percent coming in the form of a first trust
deed and the additional 20 percent coming
from a second trust deed. Ultimately that

meant the borrower did not have to put
down a down payment, which also meant
the borrower did not have to take on any
risk, all they had to do was make the month-
ly payment.

If competition drove the marketplace,
compensation was the gas that fueled the
greed and bad decisions of the subprime
machine. Many of the brokers, loan officers
and producers who worked for subprime
mortgage companies were paid on a com-
mission only basis. That means they were
driven by production and paid a percentage
of the loans they closed.

I am for people making money for what-
ever the market will bear. If a person can
make $800,000 a year and do it in a legal
manner, it is not up to me or anyone else to
tell them to stop. However, it is one thing to
make a lot of money and quite another to
actively participate in fraudulent behavior.

Luckily, I had the benefit of speaking with
my co-worker and getting an inside view of
what happened in one of the largest sub-
prime mortgage companies before it col-
lapsed. After speaking with her, I truly feel
for all those employees who were “just doing
their jobs.” Hopefully we will learn from this
debacle and future generations will not fol-
low in our mistakes.

MIKE HEAYN is a Commercial Loan Consultant,
specializing in Multi-Family Lending. He can be
reached at (310) 428-1342 or e-mailed at
maheayn@yahoo.com.

BY ANDREW TAYLOR
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON A top Democrat in the Senate
announced a budget blueprint Tuesday that
would scrap Barack Obama’s signature tax
cut after 2010 and blends sleight of hand
with modest cuts to domestic programs to
cut the deficit to sustainable levels.

Senate Budget Committee Chairman Kent
Conrad, D-N.D., promises to reduce the deficit
from a projected $1.7 trillion this year to a still-

high $508 billion in 2014. But to do so, he
assumes Congress will let Obama’s “Making
Work Pay”tax credit delivering $400 tax cuts to
most workers and $800 to couples will expire
at the end of next year. Those tax cuts were
included in Obama’s stimulus package.

Conrad, D-N.D., who has for decades
sought to highlight the dangers of perma-
nent deficits and rising government debt,
produced a budget plan bristling with both
— even after proposing to bring tax rates on
income and capital gains to largely rebound

to pre-Bush administration levels.
At the same time, Obama’s controversial

global warming initiative experienced a set-
back as House Democrats are declining to
advance them under fast-track rules that
could have effectively cut Senate
Republicans out of the debate, Rep. John
Spratt Jr., D-S.C., said Tuesday.

The developments come on the eve of
debate in the House and Senate budget com-
mittees as they take the first steps to pass
Obama’s $3.6 trillion budget plan for the fis-

cal year starting in October.
Obama’s budget has ignited a firestorm

on Capitol Hill, with Republicans assaulting
it over record spending and budget deficits,
while many Democrats remain wary of his
plans to combat global warming.

“It puts us on the path over 10 years for a
very different kind of country, one with less
freedom, one with more government, one with
this extraordinary debt, and one which our
children will have a very difficult time afford-
ing,” said Sen. Lamar Alexander, R-Tenn.

Attempting to keep it positive

GOVERNMENT

Senate Democrats ditching tax credit
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BY SAM HANANEL
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON The Labor Department reg-
ularly bungles its handling of complaints
from workers who say their bosses are
cheating them on overtime pay or com-
mitting other labor violations, an under-
cover investigation found.

The probe by the Government
Accountability Office says agency officials
often took too long to respond to com-
plaints, failed to record them and, in one
instance, lied about investigative work that
was never performed.

“This investigation shows that the
Department of Labor has left thousands of
actual victims of wage theft who sought
federal government assistance with
nowhere to turn,” GAO investigator
Gregory Kutz said in prepared testimony, a
copy of which was obtained by The
Associated Press.

The House Education and Labor
Committee plans to hold a hearing on the
investigation Wednesday.

To test the agency’s intake process, GAO
investigators posed as fictitious workers or
companies on 10 occasions. Kutz said the
agency mishandled nine out of 10 of the
fake complaints.

In one of the fictitious complaints, a
meat packer reported children using heavy
machinery at a California company. But
four months later, officials had not begun
to investigate and never even recorded the
complaint in a database, as required.

Another case involved a caller, suppos-
edly a convenience store clerk, who left
seven telephone messages to complain
about not receiving a paycheck. The Wage
and Hour Division staff never returned
the calls and never recorded the com-
plaint.

Half the complaints were never even
recorded in a database, as required, and
two of the 10 were marked as successfully
paid even though the fictitious workers
reported they had not been paid, Kutz
said.

The investigation — conducted from
July through this month — follows up on
a similar study last year that found the
Labor Department ill-equipped to
respond to worker complaints about labor
violations.

The latest probe found major flaws in
the way the agency takes in and processes
complaints. The Wage and Hour Division
is charged with enforcing federal wage,
hour, child labor and family medical leave
laws.

Democrats blame the Bush administra-
tion for using shoddy enforcement prac-
tices and reducing funding and staffing
levels of the Wage and Hour division.
Republicans have called the investigations
an attempt to score political points and
believe more focus should be placed on
staff mismanagement.

Hilda Solis, the new labor secretary, has
pledged to step up enforcement at the
agency.

“I am committed to ensuring that every
worker is paid at least the minimum wage,
that those who work overtime are proper-
ly compensated, that child labor laws are
strictly enforced, and that every worker is
provided a safe and healthful environ-
ment,” Solis said.

Solis said the Wage and Hour Division
has already begun the process of adding
150 new investigators to its field offices to
bolster enforcement. Another 100 investi-
gators will come on to make sure contrac-
tors funded by President Barack Obama’s
economic stimulus plan are in compliance
with the law.

Those additions are expected to help an
agency that lost experienced personnel
over the past few years.

Renaye Manley, organizing director for
workers’ rights group Interfaith Worker
Justice, called the latest report shocking
and said its findings are the result of a
department that is “grossly underfunded
and ill-equipped.”

One of the most egregious cases
involved a fictitious lawn mower who
complained that his company did not pay
him the minimum wage. He was told the
Wage and Hour Division could not inter-
vene because the gross revenues of the
employer were not high enough. The
agency investigator claimed he looked up
the records on an IRS database, even
though the company was fictitious and
had no such records.

The GAO referred that case to the
Labor Department’s Office of Inspector
General for further investigation.

In one of the few bright spots, the
investigation found that once complaints
were recorded in the agency’s database and
assigned to a case investigator were dealt
with appropriately.

Separately, GAO investigators identified
20 cases affecting at least 1,160 real
employees where the agency failed to
properly investigate. In some of those, it
took the agency more than a year to
respond to complaints.

Overall, the GAO reported lapses
including slow response times, failure to
record complaints in a database, failure to
use all available enforcement tools because
of a lack of resources and failure to follow
up with employers.

INVESTIGATION

Probe finds poor response
to earnings complaints

I AM COMMIT-
TED TO ENSUR-

ING THAT EVERY WORKER
IS PAID AT LEAST THE
MINIMUM WAGE, THAT

THOSE WHO WORK OVER-
TIME ARE PROPERLY

COMPENSATED, THAT
CHILD LABOR LAWS ARE

STRICTLY ENFORCED,
AND THAT EVERY WORK-
ER IS PROVIDED A SAFE
AND HEALTHFUL ENVI-

RONMENT.”
Hilda Solis

Labor secretary
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BY MARCUS FRANKLIN
Associated Press Writer

NEW YORK Sen. Charles Schumer reached out to gay leaders
earlier this month and convened a meeting at an upscale
Manhattan restaurant to make an important announce-
ment: He was supporting gay marriage after years of oppos-
ing it.

The response from the crowd was swift.
“The room applauded,” recalled Alan Van Capelle, the

executive director of Empire State Pride Agenda, who helped
organize the dinner at Gramercy Tavern.

The reversal marked a significant shift for the Democratic
senator and gave further momentum to gay marriage in New
York, where every other statewide Democratic official sup-
ports such unions.

Schumer’s change, some political observers suggested,
stemmed from pressure to bring his position on gay mar-
riage in line with the other officials, while coming at a time
when support for same-sex unions is strong in New York.
Also, it’s likely New York’s gay rights interest groups, which
played a role in Democrats retaking control of the state
Senate last November, were pressing Schumer to change his
position.

“At this point we have a fair amount of knowledge that
supporting gay marriage in the Northeast is not the kiss of
death politically” that it could be as recently as a decade ago,
said Lee Badgett, director of the Center for Public Policy and
Administration at the University of Massachusetts Amherst
and research director at the Williams Institute on Sexual
Orientation Law and Public Policy at UCLA.

If anything, Schumer’s support for gay marriage is likely
to bolster momentum for legalizing gay marriage in New
York, where a gay marriage bill passed the Assembly in 2007.

Massachusetts and Connecticut legalized gay marriage
while New Jersey and New Hampshire allow same-sex civil
unions. In Vermont, where civil unions also are legal, the
state Senate on Monday passed a same-sex marriage bill.

Although support of gay marriage is less damaging than
it used to be, the normally publicity hungry Schumer did not
really promote his change, quietly issuing a three-sentence
press release instead. It was Empire State Pride Agenda that
made the announcement Monday, followed by a brief state-
ment later that night.

Schumer declined a request for an interview to discuss
the change, but spokesman Josh Vlasto released a one-para-
graph statement the next day that read: “I have thought long
and hard about it. I have always believed that one of the great
traits in America is we seek equality and should always strive
to achieve it. We may not have been ready in 1996 when this
issue first arose in Congress but I believe we are now.”

In addition to supporting gay marriage, Schumer said he
supported a repeal of the Defense of Marriage Act, which he
had voted for in 1996.

“I’m surprised he didn’t make more of a splash about it,”
said Tom McClusky, vice president of the Family Research
Council’s legislative arm. “Chuck Schumer likes cameras.”

McClusky suggested that former Sen. Hillary Rodham
Clinton’s ascension to Secretary of State had something to
do with the change of heart. Clinton opposed same-sex mar-
riage, but her replacement, Kirsten Gillibrand, favors it.
McClusky said that Clinton provided Schumer “cover” on
the issue that disappeared after Gillibrand’s announcement.

“He wasn’t the only statewide elected Democrat who did-
n’t support same sex marriage,” he said.

But even with his newfound public position, Schumer’s
reversal isn’t likely to have much impact nationally, political
scientists say. The Defense of Marriage Act denies federal
recognition of same-sex marriages and gives states the right
to refuse to recognize such marriages.

“You’ll need 60 votes in the U.S. Senate (to repeal the
law),” said Justin Phillips, an assistant professor of political
science at Columbia University. “It’s hard to imagine at this
point where those 60 votes would come from. I couldn’t
identify 60 senators who would support that right now.”

The Empire State Pride Agenda said Schumer told gay
leaders he would work “in the interim” toward changing fed-
eral laws and regulations to benefit legally married same-sex
couples. Such an example would be tweaking federal tax
codes to allow gay couples to file join returns.

“His support could not have come at a better time in our
community,” said Empire State Pride Agenda’s Alan Van
Capelle.

Sen. Schumer reverses
stance on gay marriage
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BY MATTHEW BROWN
Associated Press Writer

BUTTE, Mont. Investigators said Tuesday
that a pilot’s change of course shortly before
his plane nose-dived into a Butte cemetery,
killing all 14 aboard, has emerged as a poten-
tially crucial factor in the crash.

Flying at 25,000 feet, pilot Buddy
Summerfield requested the diversion from
Bozeman to Butte half an hour before the sin-
gle-engine Pilatus PC-12 crashed at the edge
of Butte’s airport Sunday. Seven children
under the age of 10 were among the victims.

National Transportation Safety Board
acting Chairman Mark Rosenker says why
the plane diverted is at the forefront of his
agency’s investigation.

“It begins with that question — the
25,000-foot diversion to go to Butte,”
Rosenker said.

Summerfield said nothing to controllers
to indicate he was having trouble, and did
not say why he was changing course from
Bozeman to Butte, about 75 miles away.

Rosenker also revealed that the plane’s
landing gear was down but its wing flaps
were up at the time of the crash. That’s
unusual for a landing aircraft but not
unheard of, said the investigator in charge of
the accident, Dennis Hogenson.

Also under scrutiny are weather condi-
tions that could have caused icing on the
plane’s wings and possible overloading. The
plane was configured to seat just 10 people,
but the fact that several of the 14 passengers
were small children has dampened specula-
tion that excess weight was a factor.

The investigation has been hampered by
the lack of a cockpit voice recorder or data
recorder, which were not required on the
private flight. Rosenker said his agency may
subpoena cell phone records of the victims
to see if they could provide further clues.

Federal officials on Tuesday gave a few
reporters and photographers their first close
look at Sunday’s crash site.

Working among rows of charred granite
headstones cordoned off by yellow police
tape, investigators removed the last of the
victims’ luggage as they combed through the
wreckage. Shredded metal, pieces of pro-
peller and a seat cushion were among the
few discernible items left at the scene.

Small pieces of debris were picked up,
logged and placed in plastic bags. The larger
pieces, including a wing and a section of the
plane’s tail, will be removed by the end of the
week and taken to a Montana hangar for
inspection.

Most of the wreckage was confined to a
small area, consistent with witness reports that
the plane nose-dived straight into the ground.

While descending toward Butte’s Bert
Mooney Airport, the plane passed through a
layer of air at about 1,500 feet that was con-
ducive to icing because the temperature was
below freezing and the air “had 100 percent
relative humidity or was saturated,” accord-
ing to AccuWeather, a forecasting service in
State College, Pa.

Safety experts said similar icing condi-
tions existed when a Continental Airlines
twin-engine turboprop crashed into a home
near Buffalo Niagara International Airport
last month, killing 50.

BY DEANNA BELLANDI
Associated Press Writer

CHICAGO Former Illinois Gov. Rod
Blagojevich certainly isn’t acting like a man
staring down a federal corruption indict-
ment that could come any day.

Whether promoting his book deal or
slamming the man who replaced him, the
ousted governor hasn’t stopped seeking the
spotlight. His latest publicity-seeking move:
a one-day gig as a Chicago radio talk show
host.

Blagojevich’s attention-getting ways are
enough to make a lawyer cringe.

“I would just lay low and keep my mouth
shut. That’s the legally prudent thing to do,”
said Chicago attorney John Beal, who does-
n’t represent Blagojevich.

But the former governor, who was
impeached and removed from office follow-
ing his arrest on federal corruption charges,
denies any wrongdoing and refuses to fade
quietly into private life. The Chicago
Democrat hit the national talk show television
circuit days before being bounced from office.

“It’s not part of his human nature to just
sit back, hide in the corner and not do any-
thing,” said his publicist, Glenn Selig. “He
likes being out and about.”

Blagojevich’s two-hour gig hosting
Wednesday’s “Don Wade & Roma
Morning Show” on Chicago’s WLS-AM
comes as his criminal case is poised to heat
up. Federal prosecutors have less than two
weeks to obtain a grand jury indictment or

seek more time.
Blagojevich, who previously has been a

guest on the radio show, will take calls from
listeners, tell stories and talk with guests
from 7 a.m. until 9 a.m. The station had
offered Blagojevich his own weekend show
in January if he resigned as governor. He
didn’t quit and he didn’t get the show.

Newly retained Blagojevich attorney
Terence P. Gillespie declined to discuss his
client’s plan.

“I think at this point, I won’t comment
on what my advice to the governor was and
whether he accepted it or not,” Gillespie said
Tuesday evening.

Gillespie said earlier that Blagojevich’s
defense team was “still in flux” after his for-
mer chief defense counsel quit in January.
Edward M. Genson had hinted that
Blagojevich didn’t listen to him.

U.S. Attorney Patrick J. Fitzgerald has
until April 7 for a federal grand jury to indict
Blagojevich, but it’s possible his office could
seek a deadline extension. Blagojevich was
arrested Dec. 9 on corruption charges that
accused him of, among other things, trying
to sell President Barack Obama’s former U.S.
Senate seat.

In recent weeks Blagojevich has blasted
Gov. Pat Quinn — the lieutenant governor
before his ouster — for proposing an
income tax increase. He has also called state
lawmakers drunkards and adulterers who
don’t know how to do their jobs.

It’s anyone’s guess what he’ll say when he
has the radio mike to himself.

Change of flight
plan under scrutiny 

Blagojevich hits the air waves
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good thing in the past by addressing issues
in two of the Title 1 schools and we
believe it should be spread equally at all
Title 1 schools,” Mike Matthews, the assis-
tant superintendent for human resources,
said.

The staffing ratios are likely to change
over the next six months as more infor-
mation comes in about enrollment levels,
which has been increasing from the extra
students going from private to public
schools.

Officials are also considering loosening
permit restrictions on students who don’t
reside in the district, opening it up to chil-
dren of Samohi, Malibu High and
Olympic High School alumni where at
least one parent works in the district
boundaries. Those students will be given
priority when the officials determine who
to admit.

The district relaxed its permit morato-
rium — which was instituted in the 2001-
02 academic year to alleviate overcrowded
classrooms — last year, which led to an
extra 150 non-resident students enrolling.
Matthews said he expects the trend to con-
tinue this year if the Board of Education
opts to open applications again.

A decision is expected to be made on
the permit policy at the board meeting on
April 2.

“We won’t open permit doors until we
have a real solid picture of our residential
enrollment,” Matthews said.

The Santa Monica-Malibu Classroom
Teachers Association recently sent out a
questionnaire to teachers in kindergarten
through third grade, asking how the class
size increase will impact their ability work
with children, Harry Keiley, the union
president said at a board meeting last
Thursday.

“We are very much aware of the chal-
lenging economic times we are in and that
we’re facing,” he said. “We didn’t have one
layoff in this district and that’s a great cel-
ebration and any type of reduction to
teachers we have is going to happen
through attrition and natural retirement
and that is a real big success story in this
environment and we should collectively
feel good about that.”

School board members stressed that
the class size increase should be tempo-
rary and restored after the district weath-
ers the financial storm.

“This is something we’re doing in a
time of fiscal emergency,” School board
member Ben Allen said. “It’s an act of
prudence but we understand it’s a difficult
decision to make and that we’re making it
in this economic climate and it is a tem-
porary decision.”

melodyh@smdp.com

District could open permits to
children of high school alumni
FROM CUTS PAGE 1
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“This means that the roasting plant is
extremely efficient and has a minimized
impact on the environment,” the review stat-
ed.

Panera, which has a restaurant on
Wilshire Boulevard, was recognized for
incorporating responsible purchasing into
its business practices. The restaurant also
has organic and natural choices available on
its menu and uses washable flatware for din-

ers who eat in. The business still needs to
tackle green building design issues,
Greenopia said.

Pizza Fusion and Le Pain Quotidien were
the only two companies that received a full
four-leaf rating. Most of the chains did not
receive even one leaf, meaning they are not
considered green at all.

With the motto, “Saving the Earth: One
pizza at a time,” Pizza Fusion specializes in
organic pies, sandwiches and salads. The
company currently has 20 locations in the

United States, a number that is slated to
increase to 75, including one on Ocean Park
Boulevard at 29th Street.

According to Greenopia’s review of the
business, Pizza Fusion delivers using hybrid
vehicles. All Pizza Fusion projects are also
LEED certified.

The only issue with the business is it lacks
a comprehensive sustainability report, the
review stated.

David Whitworth, who owns the Santa
Monica franchise, said his restaurant will

follow in line, buying locally grown organic
ingredients, delivering with its hybrid vehi-
cles and having its employees wear 100 per-
cent organic cotton uniforms.

The restaurant, which is being built using
green materials, is expected to open in May.

“It’s work but it’s enjoyable work,”
Whitworth said. “(The green practices) will
hopefully bleed off into other businesses
that say ‘I may want to do this too.’”

melodyh@smdp.com

Pizza Fusion receives four-leaves for green practices 
FROM FOOD PAGE 3

two-run ball in the loss. He tallied eight
strikeouts and walked a pair.

Next up, the Vikings (4-3 overall) will
travel to Palos Verdes Peninsula on Thursday.
Palos Verdes Peninsula is 3-3 on the season.

PACIFICA BASEBALL KEEPS ROLLING
Pacifica Christian’s upstart baseball

squad improved its record to 3-1 with an
11-0 victory over Summit View on March
23.

The team, in its inaugural season, has
been surprisingly competitive for a team that
is comprised mostly of freshman.

The Seawolves will take on Summit View
West Thursday at 2 p.m.

daniela@smdp.com

Samohi baseball slumps
FROM ROUNDUP PAGE 3
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ODDS OF A CHILD
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To learn the signs of autism, visit autismspeaks.org
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ers,” Park Ranger Ray Sauvajot said. “That’s
a theme across national parks.”

The Santa Monica Mountains is essen-
tially a fragmented mosaic of roads, high-
ways, houses and private property that sev-
ers the open space, Sauvajot said.

It’s especially important to maintain the
connectivity between these spaces because
of global warming. As temperatures
change, plants must move with rising tem-
peratures to higher elevations, Sauvajot
said. For certain bird and lizard species,
their genetic makeup has changed because
of their isolation.

For larger carnivores, a wide range of
movement is necessary for their immediate
survival. Mountain lions have a traveling
range that spans over the whole recreation
area, Seth Reily, a park ranger who tracks
carnivores, said. Recently, Reily has
observed an alarming trend: mountain
lions are killing each other more often,
possibly because of restricted movement.

When looking at a map of the Santa
Monica Mountains, there are small chan-
nels where wildlife can move freely into
larger areas. Some manmade creations
such as U.S. Route 101 sever these connec-
tions completely. Through radio tracking,
a mountain lion was recorded crossing the
101 at Liberty Canyon for the first time a
few weeks ago.

Caltrans might punch a hole through
the freeway at the Liberty Canyon exit so
wildlife can travel more fluidly, Reily said.

Park rangers hope to coordinate the var-
ious government agencies to keep these
channels open and connected. The Santa
Monica Mountains, Simi Hills and Santa
Susana Mountains might become one park
under the “Rim of the Valley” bill that’s
under review now, Sauvajot said.

“Native species will survive by increas-
ing their resilience by eliminating exotics
and increasing inter-connectivity,”
Sauvajot said.

BACK TO THE FUTURE
The National Park Service will further

strengthen its effort to preserve the Santa
Monica Mountains’ authentic bio-diversity
by educating Southern California youth.

The park service coordinates various pro-
grams at all different schooling levels to get
kids into nature, while having them plant
native shrubs to try and fight off the exotics.

“It’s a reasonable activity because it’s
meeting curriculum,” Sauvajot said. “It’s
not just a field trip.”

Students learn about the 800 native
plants and 300 non-native plants in the
Santa Monica Mountains. Out of 300 non-
native plants, 19 are considered a signifi-
cant threat to the area’s original plant
species.

During the late ‘80s schools started
teaching more towards strict curriculum
because of standardized testing,
Applebaum said. These programs incorpo-
rate biology, environmental science, lan-
guage arts and math curriculum require-
ments that help time-starved teachers.

Park rangers want to teach students
about ecosystems and animals in their own
proximity that aren’t taught in school.

The Santa Monica Mountains are con-
sidered a Mediterranean biome, a rare
ecosystem that encompasses only two per-

cent of the Earth’s surface. Despite this,
many environmental science lesson plans
only teach problems facing tropical rain
forests, Applebaum said.

“We’ve never had a benefit concert for
the Mediterranean biome,” she said.

Besides helping out teachers, introduc-
ing students to wildlife and nature benefits
the national parks.

In the past, outdoor recreation in the
national parks was dominated by white soci-
ety, Ron Sundergill, director of the national
parks conservation association, said.

“Now we’re doing a phenomenal job of
bringing minority youth into the parks,”
Sundergill said. “If parks are going to sur-
vive it has to be relevant for everyone.”

The National Park Service wants more
future voters caring about environmental
issues.

“These are the masses ... . We’re loosing
the battle,” Sauvajot said. “They’re not
going to give a hoot about ANWR [Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge] and
Yellowstone.”

The youth programs try including lots
of low income schools, Applebaum said.
For a lot of inner city youth it’s their first
time gardening and observing wildlife,
Park Ranger Antonio Solorio said.

The park service helps out low income
schools by paying for transportation.
Through the Recreational Transit Program,
the park service covers the $100 it costs to
get students to a national park. Many
schools couldn’t otherwise participate
because national parks aren’t covered by an
approved list of places the Los Angeles
Unified School District will pay to take
their students, Hawkins said.

Last Wednesday, a group of approxi-
mately 20 Miller Career students helped
park rangers plant shrubs through the
“Ecohelpers” program. This is a student
outreach activity where pupils plant native
shrubs that will compete and eventually
kill off non-native species.

Rangers cleared a plot of land at the
base of Zuma Canyon in Malibu for the
student helpers. Surrounding the plot was
a large expanse of non-native grass that
consumed the surrounding area. The stu-
dents planted pots of native shrubs in
groups of three. These clusters will com-
pete with this exotic grass and perhaps kill
the invaders one day.

Rangers hope that some student helpers
will become full time park service workers.

“A lot of youth think this is just done on
a volunteer basis,” Solorio said.

If students get hooked in elementary
and middle school by park rangers, then
they can apply to become assistant field
researchers in high school. Over the sum-
mer, six students in the Southern
California area can receive a week-long,
paid internship to assist park rangers in the
field.

This is a lot better and more rewarding
than flipping burgers or stocking shelves,
Solorio said.

It seems the students are starting to
understand the importance of nature. On a
recent outing, Applebaum said her stu-
dents encountered a group of mallards.

“The kids behaved and didn’t throw
anything at the ducks,” she said. “They are
really getting the stewardship message.”

news@smdp.com

Non-native species
threatening parks 
FROM MOUNTAINS PAGE 1
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Investing for the 21st Century
“Profiting Amidst the Chaos”

Free Seminar

Tetrahedron Investment Management 
For reservations call: 310-260-9404

Saturday, 28 March 2009, 10:45 – 12:00
Santa Monica Public Library, 

Montana Avenue Branch
1704 Montana Ave, Santa Monica, CA 90402

• Winning strategies for investors 

• Factors in determining “Value” 

• Current situation 

• Comparing rates of return on investments

• Future expectations

• What questions can I answer for you?

BY EDDIE PELLS
AP National Writer

DENVER They spend millions for the right to
spend billions.

These are the Olympic bid cities, congre-
gated in Denver this week to give one of their
most important pitches to the people who
will award the 2016 Games later this year.

The curious twist is that the city where
they’re meeting is the only one that ever
earned the right to host the Olympics  —
and then told them to go away.

Yes, Denver owns a slice of Olympic fame
— or infamy  — thanks to the efforts of a lit-
tle-known state legislator who led the charge
to get voters to tell the International
Olympic Committee to look somewhere
else.

The voters spoke, rejecting the public
funding that was needed to put on the
Olympics. That was back in 1972  — about

2Ω years after the IOC had awarded the 1976
Winter Games to Denver at the then-unfath-
omable cost of $5 million.

Persuaded by Richard Lamm, a group of
up-and-coming civic leaders and editorials
from the Rocky Mountain News, Denver
decided it didn’t want the publicity or the
hassle, the construction or the traffic, the
pollution or the sprawl the games might
promote.

What it really didn’t want was the
expense.

“The organizing committee here was in
way over their heads,” said Lamm, who
rode that populist crusade into the gover-
nor’s office two years later. “They overesti-
mated the benefits and underestimated the
costs. Colorado was generally persuaded
that they didn’t have an adequate grasp on
the figures and Colorado was very much
liable to have to fund dramatic cost over-
runs.”

Sound familiar?
Though the template of the Olympics has

changed drastically since the 1970s, with
corporate and private money now expected
to pay most of the bills, almost every govern-
ment still has to offer some sort of guaran-
tee. In case the sponsors don’t come
through. Or the costs run too high. Or the
economy goes sour.

Sound familiar?
Sebastian Coe, chairman of the London

organizing committee, is in Denver this
week hoping to reassure Olympic leaders
that the 2012 Summer Games are still on
track despite the economic downturn.

“I don’t need to tell anyone in that room
that these are extraordinary times,” Coe told
The Associated Press on Monday. “Not since
the 1970s has a winter or summer games
been delivered under such a sudden change
in economic circumstances.”

The numbers being thrown about may

seem staggering for what is supposed to be,
essentially, a worldwide sports festival. But
in the Olympic world, they are simply the
cost of doing business.

Chicago is proposing a $4.8 billion oper-
ating budget for the 2016 Games.

Madrid is at $5.6 billion.
Tokyo is shooting for $4.4 billion.
Rio de Janeiro’s number is $14.4 billion

but includes things the others do not, such
as venue construction and security.

History shows that none of those num-
bers can be depended upon.

For instance, London’s number for ven-
ues, infrastructure and regeneration is at
$13.6 billion. That doesn’t include the oper-
ating budget of $2.9 billion. The total  —
$16.5 billion  — is more comparable to the
Rio proposal for 2016 than the others. No
matter how you look at it, it’s still more than
double the estimate when the British first
proposed hosting the games.

BY BARRY WILNER
AP Football Writer

DANA POINT Brady Quinn or Derek
Anderson? Eric Mangini isn’t sure, so he’s
throwing the Cleveland Browns quarterback
job into a free-for-all.

“I don’t have a projected starter at this
point,” Mangini said Tuesday at the NFL
meetings. “What we’re going to do is we’ll
have an open competition where they’ll both
get a chance to establish that they’ll be the
starter.”

Anderson, coming off a Pro Bowl sea-
son in 2007, opened last year as the starter.
As the Browns struggled, he was benched
for Quinn. Both quarterbacks subsequent-
ly were injured, and Mangini replaced
Romeo Crennel as coach after Cleveland

finished 4-12.
Mangini, who was fired by the Jets after

they collapsed from 8-3 to 9-7 and didn’t
make the playoffs, has been on a quarterback
carousel before. He had three starters in his
three seasons in New York: Chad
Pennington, Kellen Clemens and Brett
Favre.

“I’m excited about both of them,” he said
of Quinn, heading into his third season, and
Anderson, who will be in his fifth. “I sat
down with both of them, been able to spend
some time with them.

“I like both guys. I like a lot of the things
that I’ve learned about them in terms of
through the conversations and also things
that I’ve seen on tape.”

What he also has seen on tape are lots of
mistakes and lots of losses as the Browns

plummeted from 10-6 in 2007 to last place
in the AFC North. Anderson received a big
contract after his breakthrough ‘07 season, a
three-year, $24 million deal with a $5 mil-
lion bonus he collected this month. But he
struggled before being replaced by Quinn
for the ninth game.

Quinn, who has a five-year, $20.2 million
contract, lasted just three games before
breaking a finger on his right hand and
needing surgery. Anderson returned, but he
injured left knee ligaments in the 12th game
and was done, too.

Anderson was 3-6 in his starts last year
with nine touchdowns, eight interceptions
and a passer rating of 66.5. Quinn was 1-2
with two touchdowns, two interceptions,
and a 66.6 passer rating.

They weren’t helped by a leaky line and

poor performances by their receivers, partic-
ularly with wideout Braylon Edwards drop-
ping many passes.

But Mangini has to look for the positives
heading toward his first season in Cleveland.

“Without knowing exactly what they
were being asked to do on each of the plays,
you’re projecting a little bit,” he said. “But
they both seemed to have good presence, a
good command of the situation. And they
each did different things in the passing game
and the running game that I liked.”

There’s always the possibility one of them
will be traded; few teams can afford to have
so much money invested in one position,
even quarterback.

“George and I are looking at any oppor-
tunity to improve the team,” Mangini said of
general manager George Kokinis.

INTERNATIONAL SPORTS

Denver said ‘no thanks’ to Olympics

NFL

Eric Mangini opens quarterback competition in Cleveland
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SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 54°
SWELL FORECAST ( 3-4 FT )
Wednesday the 25th the wind swell should back down to waist high, possibly still some chest high
waves from time to time at the better exposed west facing breaks.

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
THURSDAY THE 26TH SHOULD SEE CONTINUED LIGHT SOUTHERN HEMI, BUT WE SHOULD ALSO SEE A DECENT DOSE OF NW WIND SWELL. WEST FAC-
ING BREAKS ARE LOOKING AT CHEST HIGH WIND SWELL COMING IN FROM 310 DEGREES.

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA

310-478-3001 ext. 100 www.californiarecycles.com

You can also shop for recycled

office products and compostable

tableware and utensils 

in our online store. 

www.californiarecycles-store.com

Recycle old electronics
For Cash*

We pay the best rates for:

Celll Phones TVs
Computers And much more

Drop your items off at 1932 Cotner Ave. in 

West Los Angeles and mention this offer for cash
* Some restrictions apply

YOUR WEIGHT LOSS QUANDARY?
Why buy short-term “fixes” that work for a while and then leave you with the
same old problem???  If you’ve dieted 3 or more times, that’s exactly what you’ve
been doing --- yo-yo-ing on to the next diet. That’s diet addiction - very frustrating
and unhealthy for your body, mind and emotions. So... 

discover your

PERMANENT WEIGHT LOSS SOLUTION:
Completely personalized 12-Step N-FACTOR® SYSTEM with a 1 year Guarantee.

FREE PERSONAL CONSULTATION (310) 458-1014
to view my national video visit www.SMDP.com/loseweight.htmlDr. Norton Wyner, Ph.D

$30 Acupuncture!
SStresss iss aa factorr inn everyy illness.. Ourr treatmentss utilizee thee mostt directt 

approachh inn easingg streesss andd removingg itt fromm yourr body.

Dr. Victor Abbey, L.Ac.
Pain & Detox Specialist
www.withoutmedicine.com

Sheena Jongeneel, L.Ac.
Injuries and Pain Specialist

www.sjhealingcenter.com

Over 25 years of combined experience!
2811 Wilshire Blvd, Suite 540, Santa Monica, CA 90403

(310) 388-7949

• AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE •
• Auricular ear (French) •

• Needle technique (Japanese) •
• Insurancee Accepted •

“Acupuncture requires a very developed sense of touch 

and is extraordinary in that way. Come visit us!”
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Locals
don’t

have to
get on

the 405.
So they will be in a better

mood when they get to
work.

Find them
in the 

Santa Monica Daily Press
classifieds.

Call today to learn about
our local hiring packages.

310-458-7737



Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(323) 466-FILM

Adventureland (R) 1hr 46min  
7:30

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street Promenade

Confessions of a Shopaholic (PG)
1hr 52min   
4:00, 9:25

Fuel (NR) 1hr 55min  
1:40, 4:25, 7:05, 9:50

The Reader (R) 2hrs 02min  
1:45, 7:00

Gran Torino (R) 1hr 56min  
1:30, 6:45

Miss March (R) 1hr 30min   
4:35, 9:45

Super Capers (PG) 1hr 30min  
2:00, 4:15, 6:30, 9:00

AMC 7 Santa Monica 
1310 Third St.
(310) 289-4262 

Coraline 3d (PG) 1hr 40min  
1:50, 4:15, 7:10, 9:35  

Duplicity (PG-13)  
1:15, 4:05, 7:00, 10:00 

Sunshine Cleaning (R) 1hr 42min  
2:00, 2:40, 4:25, 5:10, 6:50, 7:40,
9:20, 10:05

The Last House on the Left (R)
1hr 49min
1:55, 4:30, 7:05, 9:45

Race to Witch Mountain (PG) 1hr
39min
1:30, 2:30, 4:00, 5:00, 6:30, 7:30,
9:00, 9:55 

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex
1332 Second St.
(310) 394-9741 

Slumdog Millionare (R) 2hr 1min
1:30, 4:20, 7:10, 10:00

Moscow, Belgium (Aanrijding in
Moscou) (NR) 1hr 42min  
1:50, 4:30, 7:20, 9:55

Gomorrah (Gomorra) (NR) 2hrs

17min  
1:40, 4:50, 8:00

Sin Nombre (R) 1hr 36min
1:45, 4:10, 7:00, 9:30

Cherry Blossoms (NR) 2hr 4 min
11a.m. 

Man on Wire (PG-13) 1hr 34min
11 a.m. 

Mann’s Criterion Theatre 
1313 Third St.
(310) 395-1599 

Taken (PG-13) 1hr 33min  
12:20, 2:40, 5:00, 7:40, 10:00 

He’s Just Not That Into You (PG-
13) 2hrs 09min  
1:00, 6:30

I Love You, Man (R) 1hr 50min  
12:30, 1:30, 3:30, 4:30, 7:30,
9:30, 10:20

Knowing (PG-13)   
11:30 a.m., 2:20, 4:10, 5:10, 7:00,
8:00, 9:50, 10:45

Watchmen (R) 2hrs 43min  
12:10, 3:40, 7:10, 10:30

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES

Happy at home, Sagittarius
ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★★ Continue the process of reflecting and
receiving more information. Don’t hesitate to
find an expert and get another perspective. A
decision made from an excess of information will
be better than “just enough.” Schedule a meet-
ing as late as you can. Tonight: You feel revived.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★ Use the daylight hours to the max.
Surprises reveal that much more is going on
than you anticipated. Work with leaking facts
and understand what is happening within your
immediate circle. Tonight: Make it early.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★ Take a stand with a work-related matter.
Your ability to move past the issue helps you
understand what is going on with those in your
immediate circle. Stay focused, and you will have
much to celebrate. Tonight: A must appearance.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★ Read between the lines during conver-
sations. Your best bet is to distance yourself. In
that position, you will gather more facts and be
able to make a stronger decision. News or an
insight could be uncomfortable — work with it.
Tonight: Burning the candle at both ends.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★ A partner wants to pull you in. However,
you could discover that the lay of the land
might not be exactly as you thought.
Negativity could float through business and
personal dealings. Tonight: Plan a vacation.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★ Defer to others and listen. Stay cen-
tered on your goals, but not necessarily the
method to get there. This type of thinking
empowers you. Others might have many opin-
ions. Let their ideas play out. Note another’s
unpredictability. Tonight: Dinner for two.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★ Dig into your must-do list. Be aware that you
might want to incorporate a different approach or
style. Listen to news that heads in your direction
involving a partner, boss or key person in your life.
How you deal with the situation will determine the
result. Try a positive outlook. Tonight: Chill.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★ Your imagination always adds the salt and
pepper to any situation. Be aware of what might
be going on around a friend or loved one. Your
imagination bubbles up with solutions, as well as
far-out ideas. Tonight: Let your inner child romp.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★ Center on the fundamentals, and you
will be much happier than you originally antici-
pated. How you deal with someone and what
you might do could change your direction
before you know it. Stop and think about the
implications. Tonight: Happy at home.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★ Initiate conversations and move forward.
How you deal with someone impacts much more
than you realize. Be aware of the words and the
direction you choose. Your inner thoughts could
have you on overload. Tonight: Hang out.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★ Spending remains critical to a balanced
budget. You must maintain a steadiness and a
reserve for emergencies. Presently, you will
see the consequences of ill-planning. Tonight:
One more solid look at your budget.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★ Your popularity continues to speak.
However, others do have strong reactions to
your quirkiness or unpredictability. If you could
be more verbal about the thoughts before a
reverse turn, others would relax more. Tonight:
A sure-bet winner.

This year, you are able to clear out some major issues, if not
problems. You discover that other opinions might not be as
necessary as you originally thought. Rather, it is your per-
spective or how you reframe issues. Touch base with what works for you, and honor those areas of your
life. Don’t hesitate to zero in on what you want. If you are single, take a full year before you decide you
are even in a relationship. People change with holidays and birthdays. The person you like or choose
might not be what he or she seems. If you are attached, the two of you benefit from dinners for two
and other such romantic dates and weekends. PISCES makes an excellent healer or doctor.

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:Happy birthday
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1965 the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. led

25,000 marchers to the state capi-
tol in Montgomery, Ala., to protest
the denial of voting rights to blacks.
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■ In February, a federal jury in
Tucson, Ariz., awarded damages of
$77,000 to six illegal immigrants
who had trespassed on rancher
Roger Barnett's land in 2004 (only
one of hundreds of forays onto his
land over the years by border-
jumpers from Mexico) because
Barnett had detained them while
he was carrying a gun, which the
jury said constituted "infliction of
emotional distress" (though
Barnett said he was merely pro-
tecting his property). Originally, 16
Mexican nationals had sued for $32
million, accusing Barnett of violat-
ing whatever civil rights illegal-
immigrant trespassers might have.
■ How Could These Victims Have
Acquired So Much Money in the
First Place? (a) A 27-year-old "psy-
chic" was sentenced to two months
in jail in San Jose, Calif., in
December after somehow convinc-
ing a woman, who had come to her
for a $10 reading, to pay her, in
ever-increasing increments,
$108,000 for a "spiritual cleans-
ing." (b) Charles Silveira filed a law-
suit in March in Morristown, N.J., to
recover the $250,000 he had incre-
mentally paid to a "psychic," who
said she needed to make a golden
statue for him to ward off negativi-
ty. The woman also convinced
Silveira to buy her a $700,000
home, but that house is in Silveira's
name, and he has asked a court's
permission to evict her.
■ Crime Doesn't Pay (except
maybe $25 an hour): According to
police in Longview, Wash., a 57-
year-old woman entered a Winco
Foods store at 5 a.m. on March 2
and did not leave the store until 5
p.m., and upon exit, paid for about
$80 worth of groceries but also
possessed about 100 other small,
concealed items such as greeting
cards, sunglasses and batteries
(the total value of which was
about $300). She had spent at
least part of the day surreptitious-
ly removing the items' packaging
so they would not appear to be the
store's stock.

TODAY IN HISTORY

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

tthhaauummaattuurrggyy \THAW-muh-tuhr-
jee\, noun:
The performance of miracles
or magic. 
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State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure out which numbers are missing. Then,
based on the other numbers in the row and column of each blank cell,
find which of the missing numbers will work. Eliminating numbers will
eventually lead you to the answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

King Features Syndicate

MYSTERY PHOTO Soraya Danesh news@smdp.com
The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from
the Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com.



CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica. OTHER RATES: For infor-
mation about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm                      LOCATION 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!
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Miscellaneous
AIRLINES ARE HIRING: Train for high 
paying Aviation Maintenance Career. 
FAA approved program. Financial aid if 
qualified - Housing available. Call Avia-
tion Institute of Maintenance. 
888-349-5387.

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home. 
Medical, Business, Paralegal, Comput-
ers, Criminal Justice. Job placement as-
sistance. Computer available. Financial 
aid if qualified. Call 800-494-3586 
www.CenturaOnline.com

NAME BRAND LAPTOPS. Absolutely Free! 
Get the Laptop you Deserve. New! Super 
thin. Super Fast. Includes Free Ship-
ping. Log in now! www.FreeLapTop-
Store.com

OLD GUITARS WANTED! Gibson, Martin, 
Fender, Gretsch. 1930 - 1980. TOP DOL-
LAR PAID. Call toll free 
1-866-433-8277.

STEEL BUILDINGS: 4 only. 2)25x36, 
3)40x56. Must move. Selling for balance 
owed/ Free delivery! 
1-800-411-5869x45

Employment
EARN $1000'S WEEKLY! Mailing Bro-
chures! Weekly pay + Bonus. Guaran-
teed opportunity. Start today. 
1-877-801-8172, Code 701

EARN UP TO $2000+ WEEKLY! Process-
ing our brochures. Processors needed 
NOW! Start today call 1-877-549-8638

GIVE OF YOURSELF American Cancer 
Society Discovery Shop needs volunteer 
sales help. You can contribute by 
spending 4 hours per week Thurs., Fri., 
or Sat.assisting in our up-scale resale 
shop in Santa Monica. Conact Terry or 
Shaunnah at (310) 458-4490.

Line Cook with valid drivers license for 
catering delivery Must speak English. 
Please call (310)985-0080                      

MYSTERY SHOPPERS! Earn up to $150 
daily. Get paid to shop pt/ft. Call now 
800-690-1272.

Help Wanted
$$$HELP WANTED$$$ Earn Income! As-
sembling CD cases! No experience nec-
essary. Live operators. 
1-800-405-7619, Ext.1602. www.easy-
work-greatpay.com

$8,000 GUARANTEED! Receive $8 for 
every envelope stuffed with our sales 
materials. 24hr information. 
1-877-220-4470.

ASSEMBLE MAGNETS & CRAFTS FROM 
HOME! Year-round Work! Excellent Pay! 
No Experience! TOLL FREE 
1-866-844-5091, en espanol. No-MD

EARN UP TO $500 weekly assembling 
angel pins at home. No experience re-
quired. 817-230-4879, 
www.angelpin.net

PART TIME legal assistant needed at 
solo collection law firm. good computer 
skills & detail oriented. knows wordper-
fect & legal soutions. 
admin@kanelaw.com

Help Wanted
WORK AT HOME: Government Jobs. Data 
entry, clerical benefits. $12 - $48 hour 
FT/PT. Call 1-888-293-7370.

Business Opps
100% RECESSION Proof! Do you earn 
$800/day? Local Vending route. 25 ma-
chines + candy. $9,995. 
1-800-807-6485. (Void/SD,CT,MD)

HONEST INCOME from home processing 
our mortgage assistance postcards. No 
advertising. Postage and materials pro-
vided. References available. No gim-
micks. 877-774-9295.

Adoption
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION? 
Talk with caring agency specializing in 
matching birthmothers with families 
nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 
24/7. Abby's One True Gift Adoptions. 
866-910-5610.

For Sale
SPA/HOT TUB 2009 Model. Neck Jets. 
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used. 
Can deliver. Worth $5950, sell for 
$1950 (310)479-3054

Electronics
* REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! * - Get a 
4-room, all-digital satellite system in-
stalled for FREE and programming 
starting under $20. Free Digital Video 
Recorders to new clients. So call now, 
1-800-795-3579.

Computers
NAME BRAND LAPTOPS. Absolutely Free! 
Get the Laptop you Deserve. New! Super 
thin. Super Fast. Includes Free Ship-
ping. Log in now! www.FreeLapTop-
Store.com

Education
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA FROM HOME, 
6-8 Weeks. ACCREDITED. Low pay-
ments. FREE Brochure. 1-800-264-8330 
or www.diplomafromhome.com

Resorts/Timeshares
SELL/RENT YOUR TIMESHARE NOW!! 
Maintenance fees too high? Need Cash? 
Sell your unused timeshare today. No 
commissions or broker fees. Free con-
sultation. www.sellatimeshare.com, 
1-888-310-0115

For Rent
1248 11TH st. 2bdrm/1bath,remodeled 
with granite countertops, new carpet 
stove, blinds, laundry, parking,  no 
pets.on site manager 
$1650.(310)393-6322 www.jkwproper-
ties.com

501 N. Venice unit 10 single, $1100/mo 
$400 off move-in stove, fridge, carpet, 
utilities included, laundry, parking, no 
pets. (310)574-6767 www.jkwproper-
ties.com

615 1/2 MIDVALE lower Bachelor, no 
kitchen, sink, fridge,hot plate,, ceiling 
fan, carpet, street parking, no pets 

For Rent
$895/mo utilities included 
(310)578-7512 wwwjkwproperties.com

833 5TH St. SM upper unit 206 single 
$1395 stove, carpet, blinds, swimming 
pool, laundry, granite countertops, 
wood/tile floors, intercom entry, gated 
parking, no pets. $500 off move-in 
(310)393-2547 www.jkwproperties.com

Room and Board
401 Montana Avenue

Your home away from home.
Daily meals, laundry, housekeeping, 
utilities, and cable. Studios, 1bdrms
avaliable. Seniors and all ages welcome.
Ask about move-in special 1 month FREE.

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
Starting at $1,800/MO
Beautiful Montana Gardens
(310) 245-9436

Newly Lowered
Rates

FOUR FULLY self contained trailers for 
rent across from Will Rogers state 
beach 2 miles from Santa Monica Pier 
$1095/mo and $995/mo (310)454-2515 

MAR VISTA: 11932 Courtleigh Dr. unit 
10, $1150/mo. 1+1 stove, fridge, car-
pet, blinds, granite countertop, 
wood/tile floors, utilities include, inter-
com entry, laundry, gated, parking, no 
pets. $400 off move-in (310) 737-7933 
jkwproperties.com

MAR VISTA 12610 CASWELL ave.unit 7, 
1bdrm/1ba $1095/mo. stove, fridge, 
carpet, blinds, parking,laundry, no 
pets.$400 off move-in (310)578-7512 
www.jkwproperties.com

For Rent

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310)869-7901

1037 5th St. #2 2+2 $1895

1214 Idaho Ave. #9 3+3 $2995
Townhouse

2104 Ocean Park Blvd. #2 $1950 2+1

We are offering aggressive move-in 
specials 

PLEASE Visit our website 
for complete 
listings at:

www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

MAR VISTA 12450 Culver Blvd. Unit 205 
1bdrm/1bath, gated parking, intercom 
entry, stove, fridge, utilities included, 
laundry, parking, no pets. $1075/mo 
$400 off move-in on site manager 
(888)414-7778 www.jkwproperties.com 

PALMS 3346 S. Canfiled #205 $1075 
1+1 upper, stove, fridge, blinds, carpet, 
on-site laundry, garage parking, inter-
com entry no pets.$400 off move-in 
(310)578-7512 jkwproperties.com

PENTHOUSE 2+2 with unobstrocted 
ocean view Malibu to Catalina. Upper, 
front. $2475/mo. (310)390-4610

SANTA MONICA $1250.00 1 bdrm, 1 
bath, NO pets, stove, refrigerator, park-
ing 2535 Kansas Ave, #103 Open daily 
for viewing 9am-7pm.  Additional info 
in unit manager in unit # 101 

Santa Monica $1895.00 2 Bdrms, 1Bath 
NO pets, stove, refrigerator, parking 
1935 Cloverfield Blvd., #15 Open daily 
for viewing 9am-7pm. Additional info in 
unit manager in unit #19

Santa Monica $1895.00 2 Bdrms, 2 
Bath , NO pets, stove, refrigerator, park-
ing 2535 Kansas Ave., #205 Open daily 
for viewing 9am-7pm. Additional info in 
unit manager in unit #101

SANTA MONICA / Palms Adj. $1250.00 
to $1995.00 1 Bdrm, 2 Bdrms, 1 Bath, 
NO pets  For a list of our vacancies, see 
manager at : 1935 Cloverfield Blvd #19 

SM 733 Hill St #2 3+2 walk to beach 
newly renovated, wood/tile floor 
washer/dryer in unit 2 car covered park-
ing $2650 310-569-4200

Venice 608 Santa Clara 2+ 1 1/2 bath  
townhouse style, newly remodeled, 
bamboo/marble floors, washer/dryer, 
stove, refrigerator, granite countertops, 
blinds, parking, pets OK $2250 
(310)578-7512 www.jkwproperties.com

WESTCHESTER 6707 W. 86th place B, 
2+ 2 upper, bright unit, newly remod-
eled hardwood floors, tile, carpet  d/w 
microwave,blinds, laundry, tandem 
gated parking no pets $1595 
(310)578-7512 www.jkwproperties.com

WLA, OCEAN VIEW. Hilltop/upper 2bed-
room. Private driveway, sundeck, front 
patio. $2095/mo. 310-390-4610.

Houses For Rent
Santa Monica. 1BD/1BA small house 
close to Santa Monica College 
$1,600,Ready to move in. Parking no 
problem. New Paint and appliances. 
Front house 3bdrm/1bath $3,000 avail-
able Call (714)450-0224

Roommates
LOOKING FOR one roommate for super 
cute 2+1 Apt in Weschester close to 
beach, safe & friendly neighborhood 
$648.22/mo  Please contact Erica 
(831)706-6016

Commercial Lease
2 OFFICES for rent  4 room  $2000 & 2 
room office $750 new paint, carpet, 
blinds, central air, parking  Close to 
beach (310)395-3053

PRIME SANTA MONICA 1430 Colo-
rado Ave. Architectural offices/ 
great design layout 3000 square 
feet  $6200 for preview contact 
Charles (310)995-5136

Marina Del Rey ADJ 7000 square 
feet great for creative office, design 
studio, sound studio, retail, or 
manufacturing. dividable $1 per 
square feet for preview call
310-995-5136

THIRD STREET PROMENADE.
Office in tranquil, architecturally de-
signed six-office suite. Brick, exposed 
redwood ceiling, original artwork. 
Must see to appreciate. Excellent lo-
cation on the Third Street Promenade. 
Perfect for a professional. 11'X11'.use 
of waiting room and kitchen. Monthly 
parking pass available.Steve 
(310)395-2828 X333

Real Estate
***FREE FORECLOSURE Listings*** 
OVER 400,000 properties nationwide. 
Low down payment. Call now 
800-250-2043.

No equity? 
Behind in payments? 

Loan adjusting?
Notice of default? 

Call the 

Short Sale Guys
for FREE

consultation 24/7

(888) 873-4633

Real Estate

1020 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica

Automotive
WANTED JAPANESE MOTORCYCLES KA-
WASAKI,1970-1980, Z1-900, KZ900, 
KZ1000, H2-750, H1-500, S1-250, 
S2-250, S2-350, S3-400. CASH PAID. 
1-800-772-1142. 1-310-721-0726.

Bookkeeping Services

QUICKBOOKS BOOKKEEPING service, 
personal or  businesses.  Online ver-
sion available.  Call 310 977-7935

Services
REGISTERED NURSES, LVN’s CNA’s & 
Caregivers. Best rates! Free smiles !! 
Call Jim (310)795-5023
yourextraspecial.com

TRAINED PROFESSIONAL SINGER
Will sing at all parties, churches, 
women’s clubs, Irish,Latin,and Italian 
songs, Jolson, Sinatra, Tony Bennett, 
popular songs, and will have a sing 
along. Lots of fun. Holiday Parties! 
Call Gabe 310-392-6501 

BOLD IT! MAKE YOUR AD STAND OUT
Run your personals here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737
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CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!
There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.

$550 per day. Up to 15 words,
20 cents each additional word.

ClassifiedsGET RID OF YOUR ROLLERBLADES.  Sell your sports equipment to someone who will actually use it.

Prepay your ad today! (310)458-7737
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Services

Personal Trainer

Lou Ferrigno Jr
Certified Private Fitness Trainer

*Lose weight, shed bodyfat
*Exclusively private facility
*Individualized routines!

(310) 913-2232
FERRIGKNOW@gmail.com

Gen. Contracting

A/C 
CONSTRUCTION

General Construction
Commercial & Residential

Remodel & Add ons
Honest.  Reliable.

FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

Handyman

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

SPECIALISTS IN ALL 
DAMAGE REPAIR

“EXPERT IN GREEN CONCEPTS”

Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

LIC# 888736
“HOME SWEET HOME”

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

Martin’s
Professional

Services
Quality European Workman
All Manors of Home Repairs
From painting to electrical

(310) 289-3222
Roofing

Services

Therapy

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILLL 
SMOKING?

Dr. John McGrail, Ph.D, C.Ht.

(310)) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

Financial
$$$ACCESS LAWSUIT CASH NOW!! In-
jury Lawsuit dragging? Need 
$500-$500,000++ within 48/hrs? Low 
rates. Call 1-877-386-3692, www.case-
pay.com

NEED A LOAN? All loan types available. 
Helping people with credit problems 
since 1991. 1-800-654-1816.

Health/Beauty
BACK BRACE: Substantial pain relief. 
Constant lumbar and abdominal sup-
port. Comfortable wear. Covered by 
Medicare/Ins. 1-800-815-1577 ext.369 
www.LifeCareDiabeticSupplies.com

ONLINE PHARMACY - Buy Soma, Ultram, 
Fioricet. $71.99/90Qty., $107/180Qty. 
INCLUDES PRESCRIPTION! $25/coupon. 
Mention Offer#01A31. 1-888-620-7679. 
tri-pharmacy.org

PHENTERMINE - SOMA, FIORICET, and 
more. Doctor CONSULTATION included. 
Shipped FedX 1-3 days. www.Easy-
BudgetRx.com, 1-877-453-7701

QUICK WEIGHTLOSS!! Phenterminie, 
Phendimetrazine, Adipex Anxiety? Pain? 
Headaches? Xanax, Soma, Tramadol, Fi-
oricet. Discounted Prices. 
866-652-0390 www.lowerrx.com

Hire
locals.

They live close, and are
less likely to be late
(because of traffic).

Find them
in the 

Santa Monica Daily Press
classifieds.

Call today to learn about
our local hiring packages.

310-458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737
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