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NEWS OF
THE WEIRD

by Chuck Shepard

Adding to the Disney-fanatic adults who
have appeared in News of the Weird is
George Reiger of Bethlehem, Pa., who has
now been tattooed with Disney-related
images 1,600 times, adding about one
per week. Reiger said he spends $50,000
a year on his Disney habit, owns 19,000
items of memorabilia, and has fitted his
house with Disney touches. In February,
Reuters news service asked his opinion of
chairman Michael Eisner and of potential
Disney owner Comcast Corp., both of
which Reiger denounced as indifferent to
the original Disney magic. "A lot of people
ask me," Reiger said, "if | got (a tattoo of
Eisner), where would | put it?"

% QUOTE OF
THE DAY
“I'm just a thug drinkin’
hard liquor, this ghetto

life has got me catchin’
up to God quicker.”

- Tupac Shakur
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Susanne Warner, 75, of Mar Vista, and Carl Schimmer, 84, of Venice, get
busy on the dance floor at the 27th annual Seniors’ Prom on Saturday.

Seniors cut the rug at prom

John Wood/Daily Press
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DOWNTOWN — Some came by limousine and wore tuxedos. Others came by
bus, sporting aloha shirts, even Mardi Gras garb.

In all, nearly 1,000 senior citizens gathered at the Santa Monica Civic Auditorium
on Saturday afternoon to eat, dance and celebrate the 27th annual Seniors’ Prom.

The free event was hosted by City Hall in conjunction with its counterparts in
Culver City, Torrance and Beverly Hills, said organizer and city worker Anita
Yhbarra. It attracted seniors from throughout the westside.

During a break in songs by the Melody Masters, an 18-piece orchestra that played the
event, Herb Rosen, 82, of Culver City, said he planned to meet three girls at the prom.

“My wife passed away six months ago,” he said after a waltz with Ann Warren,
82, of Culver City. “I love dancing, so I’m back out.”

City workers
steering clear of
chopping block

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — Now halfway through the slashing
phase of next year’s budget, city officials will soon have
to grapple with what to cut without seriously affecting the
services that the public relies upon.

This will be the third consecutive year of budget
deficits within City Hall — totaling $28 million. City Hall
in 2002 faced an $8 million shortfall, and was able to cut
$2.2 million in operating costs and $6.6 million in capital
improvement projects. In 2003, City Hall plugged a $16
million shortfall by cutting expenses and increasing rev-
enues. Thirty-one positions were eliminated within City
Hall as part of the cuts.

“It hurt, when people left (positions) that weren’t filled
and won’t be,” said City Hall spokeswoman Judy
Rambeau, adding that there’s been a hiring freeze city-
wide since 2002, as well as a hold on all cost of living
increases for office supplies and expenses in every
department. “After a while, you have to look at all of this
together.”

See BUDGET, page 6
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Community profiles is a weekly series that appears each Monday
and delves into the people who live, work and play in Santa Monica.

Kelly Hayes-Raitt
readies for the run

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

Even  before she
reached her teens, Kelly
Hayes-Raitt knew politics
was for her.

The Buffalo-born
daughter of a school
teacher and a drug coun-
selor campaigned for
Congresswoman Shirley
Chisholm (D-NY) in her
1972 bid for the presiden-
tial nomination.

Chisholm lost, but Hayes-Raitt went on to work as
an organizer, fundraiser and spokesman on dozens of
other political campaigns, landing in Santa Monica 20

See PROFILES, page 7
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Providing Professional & Personalized Service Since 1936

= Auto Experts = Life, Disability & Pension

= Homeowners = Commercial & Business

» Workers Compensation s Group & Individual Health
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California survey shows Mercury Insurance Auto
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. find a stress buster

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

[ -So-so O-Difficult

([ -Positive [ -Average

[@ ARIES (March 21-April 19)

Be practical today, as those
around you can only absorb so much so fast. You
might need to re-explain where you are coming
from at a later date. You’ll adjust your plans as
the result of upcoming news. Tonight: Do your

own thing.

7 TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

[ MM Easy does it. You aren’t going to
change anyone’s mind right now. Give up net-
working, and focus on what you can do without
someone else’s help. Take your time with an
investment. In fact, postpone decisions for now.
Tonight: Get as much rest as possible.
@ GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

Aim high and mobilize those
who work with you or agree with you. Your abil-
ity to pull white rabbits out of black hats delights
many, including you. Don’t lose focus of the

long-term goal. You might need to remind others
of this as well. Tonight: Surrounded by a crowd.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

[  Assuming responsibility might not
be as easy as you would like. You might need to
update a decision or revamp the process at work.
Others could agree at first, but hold on to your
hat the next few days. Nothing is as easy as it
seems. Tonight: Work as late as need be.

Y LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

[ Stretch your mind and learn to
think in different ways. Though you often come
up with new ideas, you can become even more
dynamic if you remove restrictions around your
thinking. Believe in solutions. All you need to do
is find them. Tonight: Spontaneity works.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

/ i You work best with others indi-
vidually. Perhaps too much confusion surrounds
long-term desires or problem-solving. Revise
your thinking once you understand where some-
one is coming from. Express your dynamic

never touch a downed
power line,
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Wys. Tonight: A cozy night for two.

FEa) LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

@ [ Others seek you out. Your job
will be to respond positively or negatively,
which you can and will do. Laugh along with
others. Keep a situation light rather than getting
bogged down in it. Ask questions that might lead
to a solution. Tonight: Out.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

@ Dig into work, but understand that
some matters might be best postponed until tomor-
row. Realize what you want and expect from co-
workers. If they aren’t meeting your expectations,
you might need to rethink what you expect or have
a talk. Tonight: Find a stress-buster.

@ SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

(I You could reverse your thinking.
Add more fun, creativity and perspective to your
work. Investigate what could happen if you toss a
problem out to others. Brainstorming comes up
with a myriad of solutions. You certainly can find
one that works! Tonight: Pretend it isn’t Monday.
rfi CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

L@ [ You could see an investment or
domestic situation one way while someone else
sees it a different way. Toss all the choices, ideas
and solutions on the table. You discover that
together with others you’ll find suitable solu-
tions. Don’t say an automatic no. Investigate and
maybe find an expert. Take your time. Tonight:
Relax and let go of problems.

[@ AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

You tend to move in new direc-
tions and see your goals differently as of now.
Review what might be happening within a key
group of friends. You might want to go your sep-
arate ways. This feeling could change, given time.
Discussions prove to be key. Pick up the tele-
phone, please. Tonight: Have a chat over dinner.
K PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

Pressure hits financially and profes-
s10nally4 You can meet the demands whether you
are the boss or an employee. Your dynamic
thinking needs to be expressed carefully, as
someone could take offense to it. This person
wishes he or she thought of it first. Tonight:
Dinner out.
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Wells Fargo donates thousands to district \\\\ s (VU

By Daily Press staff

Wells Fargo Bank donated more than $8,500 to the Santa Monica-Malibu Unified

School District, which will be placed in the Equity Fund to support an equitable Look for 2-3 ft., knee- to chest-high sets, occasionally 4 ft.
education for all of the district’s students. and fair conditions. . o Today the
The funds will be used on direct classroom expenses, including teaching materi- On Monday morning, a NW wind swell should build with | = yagap Jos
als and school supplies, according to Wells Fargo officials. waist- to occasional chest-high surf. Those waves will slowly .
Acknowledging the challenging budget shortages in California’s public schools, back down on Tuesday. 0
Shelley Benson, market president for Wells Fargo, said, “Wells Fargo’s commitment Winds are generally light in the morning over the next cou-
to supporting our local schools in this difficult time is as strong as ever.” ple of days.
Wells Fargo introduced the Team Up For Our Schools program, which donated to local
school districts up to $20 for each new checking account opened during the summer. Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is
The $8,680 contribution represents the donations generated by the Wells Fargo doing today at your local break.
stores in the area encompassing the Santa Monica-Malibu school district.
“Everyone benefits when students receive an outstanding education,” said ® LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
SMMUSD Superintendent John Deasy. “We are very grateful to Wells Fargo for
their generosity which allows our District to provide the exemplary educational = LOW ONE LOWTWO HIGH ONE HIGH TWO
opportunities our students and their families need and deserve.” SATURDAY 11:21 AM N/A 2:33 AM N/A
Contributions to the SMMUSD Equity Fund may be made by contacting the
superintendent’s office — located at 1651 16th Street in Santa Monica, by calling SUNDAY 12711 PM 11:06 PM 404 AM 7:42PM
(310) 450-8338 or visiting www.smmusd.org. MONDAY 12:49 PM N/A 5:12 AM 7:48 PM
Film critic Turan gets festive TUESDAY 12:04 AM 1:22 PM 6:02 AM 8:05 PM
By Daily Press staff WEDNESDAY 12:43 AM 1:46 PM 6:39 AM 8:18 PM
THURSDAY 1:17 AM 2:16 PM 7:18 AM 8:40 PM

Renowned Los Angeles Times film critic Kenneth Turan will give a free lecture
on the impact of film festivals on the worldwide motion picture industry. FRIDAY 1:45 AM 2:37 PM 7:50 AM 9:00 PM

“From Sundance to Sarajevo” will be held Friday, March 26 at Santa Monica College at The Surf R . d by:
7 p.m. in the SMC Concert Hall, 1900 Pico Blvd. Seating is a first-come, first-serve basis. e Surf Report is sponsored by:

The lecture is co-sponsored by the SMC Associates, a private organization that
funds speakers and special programs on campus, and the University of California
Press Associates — which provides support to the University of California Press.

The lecture’s title comes from Turan’s book of the same name that was recently

744 ﬁwf

published by UC Press. ) ) ) ) B PaStraml K U A . z "A INA (I)Pin

Turan is also a film critic for National Public Radio’s “Morning Edition” and the Sandwich Daily from
director of the Los Angeles Times Book Prizes. He has been a staff writer for the . t

- : : > : ; s tax induded 1a.m.to

Washington Post and TV Guide and the Times’ book review editor. d |0 10 p.m

Turan also teaches film reviewing and non-fiction writing at USC and is on the ; : Sl‘[ |'| '
board of directors of the National Yiddish Book Center. Pickle’:ﬂ::s;slaw est ”aw all an Sa

A graduate of Swarthmore College in Pennsylvania and Columbia University’s french fries or salad H
Graduate School of Journalism, he is the co-author of “Call Me Anna: The and drink 119 Broadway' Santa Monlca
Autobiography of Patty Duke.” \ 310.394.01 OOJ

For information, call (310) 434-4303.

SMC jazzes it up in April

By Daily Press staff e Main Street’s
The Santa Monica College Music Department will present a lineup of concerts BB];E’ ; N €W€St and
next month. B 0 u' T I C l E

The concerts — all of which will be held in the SMC Concert Hall, 1900 Pico i - . " HOtteSt Boutique
Blvd. — will include:

m Thursday, April 1 at 11:15 a.m. and Saturday, April 3 at 8 p.m.: The music
department’s celebration of Schubert continues, with a focus on the famous com-
poser’s chamber music on April 1 and his orchestral music, including Rosamunde,

on April 3. (Free 1 '
m Friday, April 2 at 7 and 9 p.m. Jazz: Pete Magadini Quintet. (Tickets are $10) J O.thes-
m Sunday, April 4 at 4 p.m.: SMC Jazz Band with Keith Fiddmont conducting. ‘ : ft '

(Tickets are $10) 1 S.

m Tuesday, April 20 at 11:15 a.m.: Duo Guitar Recital featuring Paul Mayer and G 11 ' bl
Jeftrey Goodman. (Free) O ectl eS!

m Sunday, April 25 at 4 p.m.: SMC Concert Band, with Kevin McKeown con- o/ SH
ductingl.1 (Tizketgare $8) P N ’ " 2490 Nlain Sirzai; Juniz lonic

m Friday, April 30 at 7 and 9 p.m. Jazz: Jon Mayer Quartet. (Tickets are $10) £2- J O £1- J ":I /f)
For tickets and information, call (310) 434-3000 or (310) 434-4323. - v &

Since 1967
Quality & Valug Hdiways!

~
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* Fresh Ingredients

* Pasta & Dinners Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.

* Calzones N4 6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.
* Hot Subs

Voted Best in L.A. 310-399-7892 REACH FOR

— America Online Po 2732 M a]n St YOUR FRUITS AND

“A slice of N In your santaMonica | VEGETABLES HERE!

310.451.SLICE (7542) own backyard.”
310:399:4060 —Anthony Dias Blue (5-9 A DAY)

Catering * Lunch/Office Delivery Bon Appetit Lifestyle
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OPINION

LETTERS

Santa Monica bites

Editor:

I was amazed to see the ill-informed stuff that (Chamber of Commerce President)
Kathy Dodson wrote about Santa Monica. To brag about the city, she must have
come from a place in Texas with under 100 residents. I notice she does not live in
this pig pen that Santa Monica has become. When my friends and myself read those
words of wisdom, we could not stop laughing. It’s just hoards of people walking up
and down Third Street with nothing better to do, and then rushing to eat in the fast-
food places in Santa Monica Place or listening to the lousy musicians who are just
a plain annoyance to sensible people. As far as I am concerned, Santa Monica is out
of control, this caused by the Bay District Corp. and people like Dodson.

The rental situation is unbelievable with the rents sky high and, if the truth be
known, Santa Monica is nothing but an ugly, dirty, little hick town, and I’m refer-
ring to this downtown area where, unfortunately, I am stuck for the present. The Bay
Cities Corp. won’t even permit a drug store or supermarket to open up on Third
Street. Plus, Target stores tried to open up, but instead they are permitting 152 “lux-
ury” apartments to be built, citing there would be a traffic problem. No, that wasn’t
it at all, they felt it would take business away from these so-called “upscale, flag-
ship” stores on Third.

I’m writing as I know you like certain views from your readers and as I have
lived here for many years. It breaks my heart that so much greed and lies have taken
over this city. Local residents need some peace and quiet when they need to use
Third Street. It never happens all year-round, and it is particularly awful on the
weekends.

R.E. Brezic
Santa Monica

College is such a waste

Editor:

When I was a boy, the images of college I got from movies and such was students
hanging out at the malt shop drinking root beer, plotting silly pranks, and worrying
about tests, the big game and so on. When I first heard about the Electoral College
picking the president, I wondered why a bunch of college kids got to do that.

Based on the job George W. Bush has done so far, it seems the Electoral College
was drinking something a lot stronger than root beer. FDR’s four election victories
spurred an amendment to the Constitution limiting the president to two terms. Our
current president should spur another amendment, this time abolishing the Electoral

College, electing the president by the vote of the people.

Mike Kirwan
Venice
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Air apparent: Connecting with others is a breeze

; HIP TO
BE
SQUARE

By Caroline Bodkin

Last weekend 1 was walking with a
friend through my neighborhood and we
approached a woman, likely in her late
seventies, who walked with a hand shield-
ing her hair and a half-smile. When we
neared her, she slowed to speak to us.

“This wind,” she said, “Isn’t this
always the way? I just got my hair done
and here he is, undoing it!”

I smiled at her, and my more gregari-
ous friend picked up the conversation,
offering, “Oh, I know. It’s always that
way! A suede jacket never fails to bring
rain!”

The woman smiled, paused, considered
us for a moment and said, “Okay, then.
Thank you for listening.” Then, to herself,
“Good. I’ve had a good conversation

today,” and she let out a self-conscious
laugh. My heart, at this point, nearly
broke.

This woman was lonely. She’s lived a
full, long life and yet arrived there on that
day feeling lonely enough to crave and
seek out conversation with strangers.

I believe people need people.

When I was 19 I struggled with the
question, “What does it mean to be
alone?” I had just started dating this guy
who I really liked and he really liked me,
but I was feeling very lonely at the time,
scared of getting involved, getting hurt,
etc. So I decided I needed some time
alone to figure things out.

I believe people need people, but I also
think periods of solitude are necessary.

So over our week-long February break,
I took a trip to Edinburgh, Scotland, by
myself with the sole purpose of being
alone. If I was lonely, I wanted to be alone
to confront that.

What happened? My first night at the
High Street Hostel I found myself going
for a beer with a group of girls who’d
come over from Ireland for the weekend.
The next day, I befriended one South
African and one Brit and when we three

went out that night, we ran into my
school’s lacrosse team who’d come up for
the night from London, where they were
playing in a tournament. I had no idea
they’d be there. One of my best friends
played on the team and so he and I met the
next morning for a walk and breakfast.

The world was telling me in no uncer-
tain terms: You are not alone.

1 did spend a lot of time by myself that
week, after the lacrosse team left and once
I got the hang of leaving the hostel unno-
ticed. But the truth is you can feel quite
alone in a room full of familiar people, or
totally connected even when you leave the
country in search of isolation. That trip
showed me that if you think you’re alone,
you are assuming your connections with
people are a one-way street, that there’s
no one out there who’s missing you. And
that’s just not possible.

Thinking of the woman on the street no
longer makes me sad. I now think she’s
come to terms with our inherent need for
people and sees it as a given, like our need
for air or food. Of course, people need
people, and she was missing people, so
she sought us out for a minute. This is not
sad, it is beautiful and strong. Sad would

be the day when we stop seeking each
other out, and stop making ourselves
available to those who seek us.

By the time I returned from my trip to
Scotland, I’d concluded that people are
never alone. We’re just not. Even those
moments when you’re all by yourself, and
you think, “If I were to have an accident,
right here, right now, if I were to slip in
the shower, it’d be days until anyone
noticed. No one would know. I am
alone...” You’re wrong. You probably
have people thinking about you you’d
never guess were doing so — old friends,
family, the person who checked you out at
the grocery store and remembered your
smile, or one of the girls you stopped on
the street last week to commiserate about
the wind ... they might all have you in
mind.

Somebody out there cares, even if it’s
someone you have yet to meet.

(Caroline Bodkin lives in Los Angeles
and wonders daily if she’ll miss her call-
ing. You can e-mail her at hiptobesquare-
bybodkin@yahoo.com)

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encour-
aged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous
or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the authors name and telephone number for purpos-
es of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All
letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.
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/ Janet Phelan
M..

FOR AMALIE STRAUSS
DEREN PHELAN

Beneath a mottled and broken bark,
a fine line of sap forks up
from a savaged heart.

Dark pools of blood

circle her center.

A history of jasmine

tangles her hair,

And she stares up

from the bottom of the world.
What she has seen she cannot say.

I would speak for her if I could,
But the same knot

that stopped her breath

now encircles my throat.

The same dark hand

seizes my song.

And only one word remains
again and again ...

Remember
Remember

FOR MY MOTHER

The house is dark.

It is smaller than I remember.

My sister is in the kitchen

feasting on the remains of my father.

I slip into my mother’s bedroom.
She is lying on the bed,

a tiny glow

tossed like a rag

on crumpled bedclothes.

“I am going to need you,”

she had told me

many years ago.

I gather her up in my arms,
my Only One,

who suffered so

to give me life.

“It is time to go,” I tell her.
“It is past time to go.”

1 steal her heartbeat
to bring her into the light.

It is so very late,
And the darkness
wants to eat us alive.

* Complete service and repair
* All work guaranteed

GERMAN CAR SERVICE

Specialist in Repair of Porsche ¢ VW ¢ Audi - BMW

* Best alternative to high dealer prices

* Locally owned and operated since 1965

2202 OLYMPIC BLVD., SANTA MONICA - (310) 829-2563

Member FOIC
lirslbanks.com

Merger Proo

In this era of bank mergers, isn't it nice to know First Bank will
never be sold? This means we are free to do what a bank should
be doing — devoting all our energy to providing you with superior
customer serviee and premium products,

Simply put, First Bank is Not For Sale.
And that's more than a promise, it's a guarantee,

Westside Office
11835 W, Olympic Blod
Loz Angeles, CA 90064

J10-473-8080

Firsl Bank & Trust

Depriving man of self-esteem is a sin worth lamenting

As “The Passion of the Christ” plays
to near-record crowds, numerous critics
and moviegoers report the film to be a
transforming experience. Although many
find themselves forced to turn away from
the violence on screen, they say the
blood-soaked depiction of Jesus’ cruci-
fixion has an important purpose. We must
be reminded of the enormous sacrifice
that Christ has made for all of us.

In responding this way to the film, the
audience is getting the message those
responsible for the film intended. Jim
Caviezel, the actor who plays Jesus,
explains: “We’re all culpable in the death
of Christ. My sins put him up there.
Yours did. That’s what this story is
about.” When Diane Sawyer asked the
film’s director and co-writer, Mel
Gibson, who killed Jesus, he replied,
“The big answer is, we all did. I’ll be the
first in the culpability stakes here.” And
as if to leave no doubt that this is his con-
sidered view, Gibson’s only on-screen
appearance in the film is in the form of
the hands that drive the nails into Jesus’
body.

It is frightening that so evil a message
could receive so welcome a reception.

When charges of anti-Semitism,
denied by the producers, surrounded the
film before its opening, there was outrage
from many circles. But when the princi-
pals behind the film tell us openly that its

message is that not only Jews, but all
men are implicated in the death of Jesus,
the voices of moral outrage fall silent (In
what follows I leave aside the question of
how successfully the film conveys its
intended message).

So, let us ask some questions no one is
asking. Why is it immoral to ascribe guilt
to all Jews, but not immoral to ascribe
guilt to all mankind? How can anyone
know, without first considering our spe-
cific choices and actions, that you or I are

Remember the story of Eve?

To painstakingly study nature and
unlock her laws, thereby paving the way
for man’s mastery of his world, is to
court imprisonment and torture. Ask
Galileo or a scientist studying human
cloning. To concern oneself with produc-
ing the wealth and material goods life
requires, is to invite condemnations of
“greed” and “materialism.” Read Jesus’
“Sermon on the Mount.” To cherish the
pleasures that the earth and one’s own

guilty? How can you or
I be responsible for the
death of a man killed

Guest

body afford, including
one’s sexual capacity,
is to be denounced as

some 2,000 years ago? “selfish” and even
To makeyany segnse Commentary depraved. Consult the
of the accusation, one By Onkar Ghate Puritans or the 1968

must recognize that one

papal encyclical

is here dealing with,
albeit in a more sophisticated form, the
same collectivist mentality as the racist’s.
For the anti-Semite, to be Jewish is to be
evil. For the devout Christian, to be
human is to be evil.

The denunciation of man as a creature
befouled by, in the words of St.
Augustine, a “radical canker in the mind
and will,” infuses the Christian tradition.
Every essential attribute and virtue of
man is attacked.

To possess an inquisitive mind, a mind
eager to explore the world and gain
knowledge, is to commit the first sin.

“Humanae Vitae”. To
take pride in one’s curiosity, in one’s
growing knowledge of the world, in
one’s successful actions in it, in the
resulting joy and pleasure these bring —
this is branded by all as the height of sin.

On this anti-man approach, to remain
alive is to sin. To fully purge oneself, one
must die. Only such an account of man
can begin to explain the charge of collec-
tive guilt for the death of Christ, whose
undeserved suffering at man’s vicious
hands is, somehow, supposed to help
alleviate our innately “sinful” nature.

If the anti-Semitic view of the Jewish

race as inherently corrupt is irrational and
evil, how much more irrational and evil
is this view of the human race?

Will “The Passion” itself play a major
role in spreading this conception of
man’s nature? Of course not. But the
audiences and acclaim the film is enjoy-
ing speak to just how prevalent this con-
ception has already become. If there is an
idea behind the film worth opposing, it is
this, its intended message. Teach man to
regard himself as a loathsome, despicable
being, and he becomes ripe for any mys-
tical dictator, who will wield the whip
that is supposed to make man atone for
his “transgressions.” Deprive man of
self-esteem, teach him to spit in his face,
and one paves the way for another Dark
Ages.

But to oppose this conception of
human nature, one must first come to
understand that man — man at his best,
man the rational, productive, selfish
achiever — is a noble being.

(Onkar Ghate, Ph.D. in philosophy, is
a resident fellow at the Ayn Rand Institute
(www.aynrand.org) in Irvine, Calif. The
Institute promotes the philosophy of Ayn
Rand, author of Atlas Shrugged and The
Fountainhead. Send reactions to reac-
tion@aynrand.org)

CREATE SOME DIALOGUE. YOUR OPINION MATTERS!

Please send letters to: Santa Monica Daily Press
Att. Editor: 1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202 « Santa Monica, CA 90401 sack@smdp.com
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Get Organized!

Our purses are just
the ticket for daily
use or for travel
around the world.
Come in today and
see our wide selection
of quality purses with
great organization.

MogellansCy

AMERICA’S LEADING SOURCE OF TRAVEL SUPPLIES

1006 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica
(at 10th - ten blocks from the beach)
Open Monday ~ Saturday from 10 to 6. Sunday 11 to 4.

www.magellans.com

5|NESS DEVELOPMEN-,. cEN
TE,
d

THE TOOLS OF BUSINESS
SUCCESS - A FORUM

presents

Saturday,

March 27, 2004
8a.m. and 1p.m.

Key note speaker: Beate Chelette
President of BeateWorks

featuring panels on:
Marketing/PR ¢ Finances ¢ Worksource Issues

$20 per person. Includes refreshments.
Bring a guest and they pay only $10!

Call us for more information

SBDC

3233-C Donald Douglas Loop South

310.398.8883
www.vedc.org

Santa Monica, CA 90405
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Shortfall gets slimmer

BUDGET, from page 1

This year, City Hall faces a $4 million
deficit. Officials have a pretty good han-
dle on how to make up the difference —
shave $2 million in operating costs within
various departments at City Hall and take
$2 million out of the capital improvement
projects budget. Nineteen positions with-
in City Hall have been identified that
could be eliminated if more cuts need to
be made, Rambeau said.

“Year after year of cutting, it starts to
make an impact,” said City Finance
Director Steve Stark.

The City Council held a public hearing
in January during the mid-term review of
the budget, which was laid out by Stark.
Council members gave a general list of
their priorities — with most saying vital
services like police and fire had to remain
at current levels — and sent staffers to
work on how to close the gap.

Department heads last week submitted
their proposed budgets to City Manager
Susan McCarthy, who gave them a target
figure to obtain based on the council’s
direction. She will then review them,
tweak where necessary and prepare a pro-
posed budget for the council to examine
in full in May. The council will then hold
a series of public work study sessions and
pass a final budget by July.

CITY HALL GETS CREATIVE

Cutting the capital improvement projects
budget this year took a bit of what financial
wizards call “creative financing.” In essence,
City Hall will spend $6.6 million to overhaul
the Santa Monica Pier in order to save
money. Sound confusing? It is, said Stark.

As the fiscal year for 2002-2003
ended, City Hall found itself with $5.7
million in savings through complicated
budget adjustments. The city changed
auditors and the new firm found $2.3 mil-
lion in savings by modifying some invest-
ment income from accrual accounting to
cash-basis accounting. Other adjustments
accounted for $3.4 million.

“It’s a timing issue,” Stark said. “On
the books, it created additional revenue.”

The difference of the pier project’s cost
of $6.6 million from the $5.7 million in
savings, which accounts for $1.9 million,
will be taken out of this year’s capital
improvement projects fund. And for the
next four years, the $2 million annually
budgeted for the pier won’t be needed, thus
shaving the budgeted $12 million toward
capital improvements to $10 million.

The good news for City Hall is that its
projected shortfalls continue downward.
For 2005-2006, it’s predicted to be a $1.6
million deficit, Stark said. And despite
that City Hall budgets conservatively and
operates on a five-year forecast conducted
by a slew of economists, Santa Monica’s
economic future depends in part on what
happens with the state budget.
Municipalities rely on revenue from the
state in the form of local property tax rev-
enue and contributions to the
Redevelopment Agency, which was creat-
ed to rebuild the city after the 1994
Northridge earthquake. It also relies on
revenue from the vehicle license fees.

“At the end of the year, the state will be
in a better position but an optimistic
budget doesn’t change their future
because deficits will continue to go up,”
Stark said, adding the state budget still
will have record shortfalls well into the
billions of dollars for the next several
years.

IT°S A MATTER OF PRIORITIES

Council members generally accepted
the budget review in January and directed
staff on what their preferences were for
maintaining services, increasing programs
and possible additional revenue streams.

Most council members agreed a slight
increase in the local bed tax on hotel
rooms could be administered since Santa
Monica is below other nearby cities.
However, it should remain lower than the
competition, officials said.

“Perhaps we should position ourselves
away from cities like the marina,” said
Councilman Bob Holbrook.

If the tax was increased, it would have to
be voter-approved, possibly this November.
Some council members also said they’d be
in favor of a “transportation impact fee” for
developers and a sales tax hike. All of the
council members would like to see more
money go toward schools, but without a new
revenue stream, more than the annual $3
million City Hall already gives to the local
school district would be difficult to find.

The council also agreed that the after-
school playground hours which were cut last
year to help close the $16 million shortfall
should be brought back to normal levels.
That was decided upon after dozens of par-
ents lobbied the council at the February meet-
ing to hire more staff to man the playgrounds.

“We’re happy to do it but we have to
do it in the confines of a balanced budg-
et,” said Mayor Richard Bloom.

Beyond the standard quality-of-life
issues that the council supports like educa-
tion, public transit and affordable housing,
Bloom said he wants to focus on communi-
ty health issues and developing programs
that focus on crises like widespread obesity.

For Councilman Herb Katz, he’d like to
see money put toward an under-staffed plan-
ning department and a focus on addressing
car dealerships’ concerns that they say make
life difficult to do business here.

“I think it should be prioritized,” he said,
adding City Hall’s policies have not made it
a business friendly environment for dealer-
ships. “They provide sales tax to the city.”

Whatever happens with the budget,
most councilmembers agree police and
fire can’t be cut.

“I cannot compromise public safety,”
Holbrook said. “I will not support reduc-
tions in those areas.”

Councilwoman Pam O’Connor agreed.

“You have to have a safe home, a safe
city and safe streets,” she said. “The core
of municipal services has to remain.”

She warned that if more staff'is added to the
planning department as Katz suggested, there
are still many uncertainties to the budget.

“Over two-thirds of the general fund
goes to salaries and employees so we
should be careful about adding staff,”
O’Connor said.

Councilman Mike Feinstein said he’d
like to prioritize more parking downtown
— as would Councilman Ken Genser —
as well as developing new movie theaters
on or near the Third Street Promenade.

No doubt there will be difficult choices to
make in the upcoming months for the council.

“With the federal, state and county gov-
ernments slashing support, the city must
step in on behalf of those Santa Monicans
most in need,” said Councilman Kevin
McKeown. “Scarce resources will have to
be focused on programs that most affect
residents’ lives. We must commit to main-
taining the level of service for children,
seniors and others who depend on local
government the most.”
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years ago.

The 42-year-old resident of Ocean
Park has taken two trips through Iraq in
the last 13 months, meeting with people
affected by the war. And she was recent-
ly named a “Woman of the Year” by the
Los Angeles County Commission for
Women for her work on women’s issues.

Hayes-Raitt never finished college.
She dropped out before finishing a
degree in politics at George Washington
University because the modest wage she
earned as a full-time campaigner didn’t
pay the tuition bills. Her parents, who
divorced when Hayes-Raitt was a young
girl, also didn’t have the money to pay
for her college. Hayes-Raitt’s mother
was married and divorced a total of
three times.

“Father’s Day is a very big deal for
me,” she said. “I buy my cards in tripli-
cate.”

Among other things, Hayes-Raitt
now serves as spokeswoman for a group
of faculty and students at Santa Monica
College that are protesting the board of
trustees over academic programs cut in
the face of a deep state budget deficit.
She also is working on a campaign to
fund emergency rooms through a sur-

charge on telephone lines — and she
plans to run for a seat on the state assem-
bly in 2006.

“I think I’ve had it in the back of my
mind for a while, but what really
prompted it was 9-11,” said Hayes-Raitt
in an interview last week. “I just felt like
I wanted to do more and give more
back.”

The Daily Press recently caught up
with Hayes-Raitt and asked for her trade
secrets.

You’ve worked on an array of differ-
ent campaigns — from presidential hope-
fuls to state ballot measures and local
causes. What’s your batting average?

“You know, I get asked that all the
time and I don’t take on a campaign
because it feels like it’s going to win. I
take on a campaign because it’s the right
thing to do.

“I’ve been up against multi-million-
dollar interests like insurance companies
and other special interests and have won
some and have lost some. But I’ve been
proud of every single fight and I would
do any one of them again.”

‘What are your trade secrets? How do
you get your message across to a diverse
and often pre-occupied audience?

“The first thing I do is just look for
the real, honest core of what the issue is
all about. People respond to honesty,
they respond to simplicity and they
respond to human stories. I look at what
I’d be interested in reading. You know, if
I were sitting at home and seeing this
story in the news or seeing it on TV,
would I be interested in it? And I try my
best to touch people.

“The issues I worked on, (are) issues
that are really, truly, life-and-death for
the people that are involved in them.

“For example, when I was working
with families who had bought homes
that hadn’t been built properly. It was a
shattering experience for them — their
children were sick, they were losing
their life savings. These were concrete

problems. So that’s what I prefer to talk
about, it’s the true impact that public
policy has on real people.”

Does one campaign stick out as
most memorable?

“I'had a couple. A couple that I’m real
proud of.

“The Homesafe Campaign, from
1999 to 2001, is one. We were up
against powerful insurance companies
for the building industry who wanted to
restrict homeowners’ legal rights and yet
1 was talking with families who, literal-
ly, their children would wake at night
with their pajama tops covered in blood
from nosebleed reactions they had to
toxic mold that was the result of bad
construction.

“This was a very, very hard campaign
and I was joined by homeowners from
throughout the state. And we not only
got legislation passed to protect home-
owners, but to make the system work
better, cheaper and faster so they could
get their homes fixed.

“And the bonus was that I was able to
help pass legislation that makes
California the first state in the country to
set health standards for toxic mold.”

What about one campaign that was
a public relations nightmare?

“Always the current campaign I’'m
working on feels like the PR nightmare,
but somehow I work my way out of it ...

“I have had some tough challenges.
But I’d have to say a really tough one
was when I was spokesperson against
the Ron Unz Initiative that virtually
eliminated bilingual education in
California.”

What was difficult about it?

“There was just sort of an urban myth
that school children are just able to
absorb languages — and so there were
many people who felt that children
should just be dropped into English
immersion classes to learn other sub-
jects like science and history and
physics.”

How did you first get involved in
politics?

“My mother was very active politi-
cally, on social issues. She was very
active in protesting for civil rights. I
actually got involved in my first cam-
paign when I was about 12. It was for
Shirley Chisholm’s campaign for presi-
dent. I heard her speak at Fredonia State
University and I was so inspired by her.
Her campaign slogan was ‘Catalyst for
Change’ and I decided at that moment
that that’s what I wanted to be when I
grew up — a catalyst for change.”

You were recently named “Woman
of the Year” by the LA County
Commission for Women. Why — and
what was that experience like?

“I was initially nominated in the edu-
cation category for the public speaking
that I’ve been doing about Iraq and the
women of Iraq, but I was actually given
an award in their media category to rec-
ognize the public relations work that
I’ve done for women and the various
campaigns that I’ve worked on.

“I was also very excited to be in the
company of some really outstanding fel-
low awardees. You know, it’s interest-
ing, you just do your job, live your life
and you never know if anyone really
notices. It was quite an honor for me to

See PROFILES, page 8
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Study Up on
Traffic Studies
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be recognized.”

Why do you plan to run for a seat on
the State Assembly in 2006?

“I’m interested in running for the
Assembly in 2006 after Fran Pavley is
termed out because I really feel that I
have more to offer.

“I’ve learned a great deal in the 25
years I’ve had doing community organ-
izing and public relations — how to
build consensus and creatively solve
problems, and really fight for people
whose voices aren’t being heard in
Sacramento. So I’d like to bring that
experience to Sacramento and have it
really work for people in our district.”

How did you end up in Santa
Monica?

“I was working for a Ralph Nader
organization that was setting up commu-
nity organizing programs around the
country and I came to California in ‘82
— San Francisco to set up a fundraising
program for the California League of
Conservation Voters.

“That was so successful that the
league decided to expand its effort to

Los Angeles and they brought me back
to D.C. the following year. So I had a
temp assignment here in LA for four
months and just ended up staying ...

“The first year I was here, I moved
nine times in 11 months ...

“Quite frankly, I wouldn’t have
stayed in Los Angeles if I hadn’t ended
up in Santa Monica. The minute I
stepped foot in Santa Monica I knew I
was home.”

‘Why? What exactly do you like
about Santa Monica?

“The beach, the sense of community,
the weather — it still doesn’t snow here.
The people are great. I love the small
town feel of Santa Monica. And that’s
really what drew me here, that’s what
keeps me here.”

If you could change one thing about
Santa Monica, what would it be?
“Traffic.”

What about politically — if you
could change one thing about the state
of politics in Santa Monica?

“I"d give the City Council more
authority. I'd have a full-time, profes-
sional, paid City Council. I think our
city deserves that now, and I think our
City Council works extremely hard with
the limited time and personal resources
they have.”

Kelly Hayes-Raitt

little brother committed suicide at 24.

€r or spokeswoman.

but left before completing her degree.

Hayes-Raitt has been involved in campaigns involving everything from the
Living Wage in Santa Monica to working for a Republican “with a Green bent”
in New York. She plans to run for a seat on the state assembly in 2006.

Salary: $40,000 to $60,000 a year. “But last year was a terrible year, I ended
up in debt. So I guess zero to 60,” added Hayes-Raitt.

Residence: Seventh Street bungalow in Ocean Park.

Family: Single. Hayes-Raitt is the oldest (and only living) of three children.
Her little sister was born with down syndrome and died after seven weeks. Her

Hobbies: Scuba diving and traveling.
Background: Served on dozens of political campaigns, mostly as a fundrais-

Education: After graduating from Fredonia High School in New York,
Hayes-Raitt won a scholarship to study journalism and writing at Syracuse
University. She opted instead to study politics at George Washington University,

DID YOU KNOW?: In 1995, blue

replaced tan in the standard package of

M&M candies. Blue was the overwhelming
choice in a vote taken by Mars, Inc. The
runner-up colors were purple and pink.

EASTON GYM
SANTA MONICA

1233 Third Street Promenade
310-395-4441

Easton Gym is your neighborhood gym.

COMPLETE FITNESS FACILITY » FREE PARKING
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Boys’ alcohol-related deaths raise a red flag

BY SUSAN GALLAGHER

Associated Press Writer

RONAN, Mont. — When 11-year-
olds Frankie Nicolai III and Justin Benoist
turned up dead in a snowy field after guz-
zling huge amounts of vodka, it fell on
Lake County Sheriff Bill Barron to
retrieve the boys’ frozen bodies.

For Barron, the unpleasant task was
compounded by a too-similar incident just
three months earlier when Justin’s older
brother, 14-year-old Tyler Benoist, was
found drunk and dead in a burned trailer
on another part of the Flathead Indian
Reservation.

Tyler died of smoke inhalation. His kid
brother, with a blood-alcohol level of 0.20
percent, died of alcohol poisoning and
hypothermia. Frankie, whose body was in
the field about 100 yards from Justin’s,
died of alcohol poisoning, his blood-alco-
hol level a lethal 0.50 percent — more
than six times the level defining drunken
driving in Montana.

The deaths, two in this community of
2,800 and the other a few miles away in
Pablo, have people searching for explana-
tions. The seemingly senseless loss of the
three young American Indians also has
intensified the spotlight on alcohol abuse
in Indian Country.

The alcohol-related death rate for
Indians is about seven times the U.S. rate
for all races combined, according to the
federal Indian Health Service. But resi-
dents, educators and law enforcement
authorities say the deaths of Justin and
Frankie cannot be blamed on any one
thing — and especially not on a stereo-
type of Indian life.

“It was a breakdown of everything — the
families, the school, the community,” cus-
tomer Heather Davies said as some coffee
regulars gathered at the New Moon Cafe in
Polson, the county seat on the southern
shore of Flathead Lake, north of Ronan.

Underage drinking is a problem
throughout society, said Steve Wing, a
policy analyst for the federal Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration in Rockville, Md.

“Some parents just don’t realize how
dangerous it can be,” Wing said.

In Montana, a statewide survey of sev-
enth- and eighth-graders last year by the
state Office of Public Instruction found 15
percent said they had been binge drinking
in the previous month. Sixty-one percent

“There is a drinking culture that goes with our
cowboy mentality. Someday it has to change. | don’t
know how many tragedies it’s going to take.”

DUANE GRIMES
Montana state senator

said they’d had a drink at some time in
their lives.

Next month, the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration
and the Scholastic publishing company
will send packets of information to school
kids across the nation, intended to dis-
courage them from drinking. The packets
are designed for fifth-graders, children a
year younger than Justin and Frankie.

“The age of initiation, the first drink,
has been going steadily down. It’s now
around 11 or 12 years old and girls are
pretty much the same as boys,” said
Richard Yoast, director of an underage
drinking project run by the American
Medical Association and funded by the
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.

In Montana, state Sen. Duane Grimes
believes the rate of underage drinking has
a lot to do with how adults in the state
view alcohol.

“There is a drinking culture that goes
with our cowboy mentality,” said Grimes,
who served as chairman of a special com-
mittee on substance abuse in Montana, a
state that ranks fourth in juvenile drinking.
“Someday it has to change. I don’t know
how many tragedies it’s going to take.”

In Helena, nearly 200 miles from
Ronan, middle school science teacher
Tony Smith recognized the boys’ deaths as
something he needed to address with his
eighth-graders, nearly all of them white.

Smith set aside his usual lesson plan to
talk — again — to the class about what
alcohol does to the chemistry of the
human body.

“I tell them there are choices in life,
and you have to be educated about these
things,” he said.

He also talked about the double
tragedies in the Benoist family, telling his
students, “Here are parents who buried
two of their sons in a matter of months.”

Hundreds of mourners attended the

boys’ funeral in a simple community hall
just off the highway that takes travelers
through the sprawling natural beauty of
northwestern Montana’s Flathead Valley.
Glacier National Park and the popular ski
town of Whitefish are only a short drive
north beyond Flathead Lake and the shad-
ow of the Mission Mountains, past well-
pruned family cherry orchards and outside
the reservation boundaries.

The reservation, home to the
Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes,
is a mix of haves and have-nots. More than
half of the population is non-Indian, and
some towns within the reservation, such as
Polson, seem vibrant. Main Street is busy,
tourists are plentiful during the summer
and lakefront homes carry hefty prices.

The unemployment rate in Lake
County, two-thirds of which is within
reservation boundaries, is far less than the
rates of other Montana counties that lie
within reservations.

But Lake County’s unemployment rate
still is above the state average, and usual-
ly among the highest of the most populous
counties in the state. At Ronan Middle
School, where Frankie and Justin were
sixth-graders, 55 percent of the children
qualify for lunch free or at reduced prices
through a government program. The state
figure is 34 percent.

Barron said he finds underage drinking
a constant problem, but one he knows is
an issue for law enforcement and social
services officials throughout Montana.

Compounding it are parents who some-
times make light of juvenile drinking.
Barron recalls one mother’s response
when her young son was taken home after
being caught drunk.

“The mom whacks him upside the head
and says, 'What have I told you about
drinking on school nights?”’ Barron said.

Officials here and elsewhere in
Montana also say some parents take a soft

view of juvenile drinking when they con-
sider the perils of drugs such as metham-
phetamine. The parental reaction: “Thank
God it’s not meth.”

“There is no question meth is more
addictive and will consume a life quick-
ly,” said Grimes. “But part of the meth
problem is a lax attitude toward alcohol.”

Besides the alcohol issue, there has
been a public outcry over the time —
three days — between when Justin and
Frankie skipped Friday afternoon classes
at school and the discovery of their bodies
in the field.

Tribal police said Justin’s mother report-
ed him missing on Thursday, Feb. 26. But
he showed up for school the next morning,
stayed until about 1:25 p.m. and was not
reported missing again before his body was
found March 1, police said. Frankie’s father
called authorities and reported his disap-
pearance the night of Feb. 27.

Parents of Frankie and Justin have not
spoken publicly about the deaths and
efforts to reach them by telephone were
unsuccessful.

Barron, who described both 11-year-
old boys as slight for their age, is investi-
gating whether an adult supplied the
liquor that poisoned them.

Salish-Kootenai tribal officials issued a
statement saying they planned a full inter-
nal investigation of the tragedies, but did
not return repeated calls seeking further
information.

“We assume they are making the inter-
ventions that are (necessary),” said Dr.
Kathleen Masis, acting chief medical offi-
cer at the Indian Health Service’s area
office in Billings. Masis said the agency has
not been asked to assist in the investigation
by the tribal government, which receives
IHS money to operate health services.

Like schools around the country, the
one that enrolled Frankie and Justin has a
program designed to discourage use of
alcohol. Ronan Middle School Principal
George Heaton said after the deaths that
the staff would look at revising the
instruction in a way that “drives the story
home more, arising from this.”

A tribal flag hangs inside the school’s
entryway, where 53 percent of the stu-
dents are American Indians. For Heaton,
the entire student body is the focus when
he talks about drinking.

“Alcohol is an issue for all young peo-
ple,” he said.
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Bountain!

Fountain of Joy is seeking donations. Situated in a courtyard gardeﬂ'
ity, the fountain will be a respite for those seeking faith, peace and
hope amongst the challenges of the world.

Tihe founiain is o fribute to the love and
Jjoy thiat graced Kristi’s life and fhe
comunity witich yuve 30 generously
durinyg the searci for Kristi prior 0
finding irer body in the flollywood iills.

Donations to the Kristine Johnson
Fountain of Joy may be sent to:

St. Augustine By-The-Sea Episcop
1227 Fourth Street, Santa Monica, C
Re: Kristine Johnson Fount

ATTENTION: Back Pain Sufferers...

"FREE Report Reveals The
Shocking Truth About How
To Get Rid Of YOUR Low
Back Pain Once And For All
Without Drugs Or Surgery!"

West LA, CA — A local doc-
tor's shocking new FREE report
reveals the truth about using
over the counter drugs, and even
prescribed drugs to fix the real
cause of your low back pain:
They don't work!

If you've been told you need
surgery on your low back, you
must find out the #1 reason most
low back surgery's are ineffec-
tive or at best only offer short-
term pain relief.

Readerswill also discover what
many university studies have

proven to be the most effective,
safest, and longest lasting treat-
ment for eliminating Y OUR low
back pain.

Don't suffer with your pain
another day because you don't
have to!

To receive a copy of the FREE
report entitled: “The Truth
About Low Back Pain And How
To Eliminate It Once And For
All Without Drugs Or Surgery!”
Call toll-free 1-888-241-2207
and listen to the 24 hr. record-
ed message.




Page 10 O Monday, March 22, 2004 0 Santa Monica Daily Press

ALL MARCH MADNESS GAMES
$1.00 Tacos — $2.50 Pints

Happy Hour
5-7 M-F
*Burger, Fries & Pint

$6£

LAKERS &
KINGS GAMES

5250 Pints - Iadiffsg:ntta:eers

SPORTS GRILL
(Next to 14 below)

8 TVs * 2 Big Screens
Authentic Philly Cheese Steaks
Burgers ¢ Pop-a-shot
3 Pool Tables and more!

]

b |
310) 899-007¢ 1 SUB SANDWICH |

Buy One at Regular Price & Get the 2nd ||
of equal or lesser value for I.'RBB!

With Coupon. Expires 6/30/04 I
ull

1333 Santa Monica Bivd.

(corner of 14th and Santa Monica) 1
Lunch-Time Delivery Available I

b o o o o e e e e e

Upcoming Headliners

WEDNESDAY 3/24
Tanzia Zeppo

Next door to
Over/Under
(310) 451-5040

SATURDAY 3/27
Horny Toad & Munkafust

www.l4below.com

N\

/

Have you
spotted a red,
itchy rash on

your scalp,

arms or legs?
- ¥ It could be...
ECZEMA

Participants must be between the ages of 18 and 65 with mild to moderate eczema.
Participants will receive:

* Investigational medication

* Study related exams

» Compensation for time and travel
* Get paid $200 for time + travel.

Interested Participants, please contact Christine @ 323 937 7811

Call Mon - Fri for more information
323 937-7811

| -

NATIONAL

Border snowbirds enjoy
low-cost health services

BY MARK SHAFFER

PHOENIX — Barbara Sommerfeldt
smiled as she limbered up in the late-
morning sun at the annual downtown
Yuma Lettuce Days. She was getting
ready for the first of three square dances
for the day.

Sommerfeldt, a 69-year-old winter res-
ident from Lethbridge, Alberta, says she
feels so good when she’s in Yuma that she
seldom takes part in one of the most pop-
ular snowbird activities: crossing the bor-
der to get health care and medicine in the
tiny Mexican town of Algodones.

The two cities thrive on winter visitors.
Yuma doubles in size to more than
160,000. Algodones counts 15,000 cross-
ings daily.

“A lot of people come here to winter
just because the cost of medicine across
the border offsets the cost of being here,”
said Ken Rosevear, director of the Yuma
Chamber of Commerce.

In the once sleepy farming village of
Algodones, the streets are now bustling
with elders. Tourism Director Carlos
Rodriguez Maganez, who is also a local
federal police officer, laughs and jokes
with his friends near the border crossing.

There are 150 dentists, 25 eye doctors
and general practitioners and a dozen
pharmacies packed into eight square
blocks in this otherwise unremarkable
town of 10,000. Locals refer to it as the
“dental capital of Mexico,” Rodriguez
said, moving a finger across his teeth for
empbhasis.

“Gringos” are so popular here that
town merchants give away free food and
drink during a welcoming festival in
November. There’s also a spring party in
mid-March with more freebies for the
snowbirds before they head home for the
summer.

There’s good reason for the generosity.

Business owners take in $150 million
annually from snowbirds. That translates
into upward of $2 million a day during the
heart of winter, when tourists pour into
medical offices to see dentists and
optometrists who charge about half that of
their U.S. counterparts. And, the medicine
costs only a fraction of what it does 10
miles away in Yuma.

“All these people just go crazy buying
things,” resident Guadalupe Mercado
said, proudly displaying a can full of dol-
lars he had collected in donations for a
drug- and alcohol-treatment center. “You
can’t raise this much money for treating
people with problems anywhere else in
Mexico.”

And all that money is making some
very wealthy medical practitioners.

Like Bernardo Magana Padilla, a den-
tist and longtime date farmer who is
adding four stories to his once-modest
office for retail stores, restaurants and
bars.

Magana and his assistants keep his six
chairs full of clients and, on this day,
Magana yanks all of an elderly woman’s
teeth with breathtaking speed.

“All these people just go
crazy buying things. You
can’t raise this much
money for treating people
with problems anywhere
else in Mexico.

— GUADALUPE MERCADO
Algodones resident

“We’re fast, we give good service and
it costs about half of what it does in the
United States,” Magana said. “Why
wouldn’t people leave here with a smile
on their face?”

Dr. Noe Zamudio certainly is in good
spirits. He owns four pharmacies, includ-
ing Farmacia Algodon, which advertises
its specials on a scrawled sign out front:
500 milligrams of penicillin for $3.85, 1
percent cortisone cream for $2.99. Oh
yeah, and a carton of Marlboros for
$15.99.

People like Gene Negaard of Bullhead
City know a good deal when they see one.
Negaard says he makes the 250-mile trip
to Algodones every two weeks to buy
medications as asthmas inhalers.

“If I had to buy all this stuff in Arizona,
I’d probably just go broke and die,”
Negaard said.

Anker Rasmussen of Hillsboro, Ore.,
who winters throughout western Arizona,
also said his frequent visits south of the
border have been highly rewarding.

“I’ve had a doctor down here a number
of years who has given me shots to help
my aches and pains. It’s definitely better
coming here than dealing with all the
medical issues in the states,” Rasmussen
said.

Back in Yuma, Rosevear, the chamber
director, sees continued good health for
both cities.

Snowbirds contribute about $450 mil-
lion to the local economy.

Still, the number of winter visitors
decreased last year, to an estimated
75,000, compared with 90,000 in 2002,
said Dunbar Norton, who owns a Yuma
consulting firm.

Norton has been observing this season-
al influx for years. In the late 1970s, he
said, the average age of snowbirds com-
ing to the Yuma area was about 60. Now,
it’s nearly 70.

Despite last year’s apparent drop in
visitors, Rosevear expects this year’s
numbers to be back up to 90,000.

Rosevear points to the expansion of
RV parks on the other side of Telegraph
Pass, east of Yuma.

For a long time, developers feared
moving that far out. But one guy took a
chance and opened a park alongside
Interstate 8 in the town of Wellton, 30
miles to the east.

It’s been full all winter.

can you get the power of email working for your business?

gl’EElt bi g n{}I 58 www.greatbignoise.com
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Mlgrants keep close watch on immigration proposals

BY MARK STEVENSON

Associated Press Writer

SANTA ANA DEL VALLE, Mexico — Proposals for
U.S. migrant worker reforms may decide the fate of half-
deserted Mexican villages like Santa Ana, where almost all
the able-bodied men have gone to the United States.

As the town with the highest per capita migration rate
in Mexico — just under half of its households have at
least one family member working in the United States —
Santa Ana could be repopulated, or left even more empty,
depending on how, or if, U.S. rules are changed.

That goes for hundreds of similar villages across
Mexico. About 10 percent of the country’s population has
already gone north, and an additional 20 percent say they
would consider doing so if they could get visas.

Undocumented migrants who once traveled back and
forth to their hometowns have increasingly been staying in
the United States because of increased border security since
the Sept. 11 attacks. The result is divided families, desolate
towns and half-finished houses started by migrants who
hoped to return one day but never came back.

But the migrant workers of Santa Ana could return, at
least on the weekends or holidays, under President
Bush’s proposal to allow temporary work visas.

“I want my parents to come home,” says 6-year-old
Cynthia Gonzalez, who has lived with her grandmother
since her parents left to work in California four years
ago. “They told me they would, that they’d come back to
be with me.”

When the headmaster asks students at Cynthia’s
school how many have parents or other relatives in the
United States, more than half of her nervous, giggling
first-grade classmates step forward.

Mexican migrants work all over the United States,
from big cities in the West to small towns in Georgia.
They usually follow friends and relatives to a certain city

and work in the same industry. Often, the local migrant
smuggler — there is usually one in every migrant town
— determines where people end up.

Bush’s proposal has drawn criticism from people
opposed to encouraging migrant workers.

And there are those who want to make it even easier
for migrants, proposing to give migrant workers legal
residency in the United States and the right to take their
families north with them.

That could wind up emptying Santa Ana and other
Mexican towns almost entirely.

“It would be good for them to get legal residency up
there, but Santa Ana could wind up losing a lot of its res-
idents,” says Primo Aquino, 35, while weaving one of the
town’s intricate carpets.

Aquino says he is practically the only male in his age
group who hasn’t left Santa Ana, a Zapotec Indian town
of 1,200 people in the brown hills east of Oaxaca city.

Village elders are already having a hard time finding
enough able-bodied men to fill traditional posts in Santa Ana.

“Just us old men are left here,” says the deputy mayor,
Roman Bautista, 62. “We’d like our people to return,
especially our children.”

The town operates on an ancient Indian shared-labor
system, in which almost every service — administration,
police, government — is filled by rotating volunteers.

The Zapotec language also is in danger from the
steady encroachment of English as a second tongue after
Spanish.

Teacher Eleazar Pedro Santiago says that elsewhere in
the mountains of Oaxaca state, he’s seen several “ghost
towns” with just a few old people and farm animals.

“We’re becoming a town of only women,” says Catalina
Bautista, 42, whose two sons are in the United States.
“Maybe we should start exporting the females, t0o.”

Bush’s program would allow migrants to work at least
three years in the United States, enough time, he says, to

Even at 75, Grand Teton leaves
tourists and locals alike in awe

BY REBECCA HUNTINGTON

Associated Press Writer

JACKSON, Wyo. — Rod Newcomb first came to
appreciate the Teton Range while working as a dish-
washer at the Square G Ranch near Jenny Lake in 1953.

“I wondered if I could climb them,” the longtime
mountaineer recalled.

A flatlander from the Chesapeake Bay area, Joan
Anzelmo got her first glimpse of the jagged Teton sky-
line in 1980, while driving from Washington, D.C., to a
new job in Yellowstone National Park.

“I came over Togwotee Pass — didn’t have a clue
what I was about to see,” said Anzelmo, who now is the
Grand Teton National Park spokeswoman. Upon seeing
the Tetons, she said, “I certainly didn’t let go of them
with my eyes after that.”

John Turner has watched the changing seasons wash
across the glacier-carved gorges for as long as he can remem-
ber. But the 36-year-old, who grew up and still lives on a dude
ranch in the shadow of the Tetons, never tires of the view.

“I don’t care how many times you see them,” Turner
said. “If it’s a beautiful sunrise or sunset, it takes your
breath away.”

Just as glaciers sculpted the granite peaks, the beauty
left in their wake continually shapes the lives of Jackson
Hole residents and millions of visitors who each year
pass through Grand Teton, which marks its 75th birthday
on Thursday.

“I think the best thing that ever happened was the for-
mation of Grand Teton National Park,” said Turner,
whose family runs Triangle X Ranch. “I have no doubt
that if some people, with some foresight, had not made
an effort to protect (the mountains), you would probably
see golden arches on top of them.”

The idea of extending national park status to the Teton
Range surfaced not long after designation of the world’s
first national park, Yellowstone, in 1872.

As early as 1897, Col. S.B.M. Young, Yellowstone’s
acting superintendent, proposed expanding
Yellowstone’s boundaries south to encompass portions of

northern Jackson Hole. The proposal drew little interest
from Congress or the Interior Department.

Then in 1916, the Interior Department created the
National Park Service. Its director, Stephen Mather, and
his assistant, Horace Albright, resurrected the idea of
Yellowstone expansion in a 1917 report. Their paper
deemed adding Jackson Lake, the headwaters of the
Snake River and part of the Tetons to Yellowstone “one
of seven urgent needs facing the Park Service.”

Mather and Albright began working with Wyoming’s
congressional delegation to make that happen. Congressman
Frank Mondell offered a bill in 1918, and a year later the
House unanimously approved a revised version. However,
the bill died in the Senate after Idaho Sen. John Nugent wor-
ried that expanding Yellowstone would trump sheep grazing.

Sheep ranchers weren’t alone in their opposition.
Ranchers worried about losing grazing privileges. Forest
Service employees feared losing management authority.
Dude ranchers opposed improved roads, new hotels and
competition from concessioners.

Those anti-park attitudes caught Albright, by now
Yellowstone’s superintendent, off guard when he visited
Jackson in 1919. He was “practically run out of town”
when he tried to promote his vision of a grander
Yellowstone, according to park accounts.

But opposition to park protection began to soften after
proposals to dam outlets of Jenny Lake and Emma
Matilda and Two Ocean Lakes surfaced later that year.
The proposals alarmed Jackson business owners, who
began to view park designation as the only salvation
from development and resource damage.

“This landscape was on the brink of being massively
exploited,” Anzelmo said. “Thanks to some wonderful
philanthropists and local conservationists the landscape
was saved.”

On July 26, 1923, locals met with Albright to discuss
park protection. They devised a plan to use private money
to purchase land and create a national recreation area or
reserve to protect the valley’s “old West” character. But
they still opposed a “national park” because they wanted
to keep traditional hunting, grazing and dude-ranching.

save up money to start small businesses back in their
hometowns.

But the migrant-owned bakeries or groceries that
already dot Santa Ana have few customers.

“Everybody has the same idea — to earn money up
there and start a business back here,” says Aquino, the
weaver. “What they don’t think about is: What are they
going to sell and who are they going to sell to?”

Most residents agree things can’t go on as they are.
The dual existence the town has led since the 1960s —
one foot here, one foot in the north — has not been good
for Santa Ana.

“Many of the people came back corrupted by the U.S.
lifestyle,” Aquino says. “They import all these fantasies
from up north: the good life, total freedom, not having to
answer to anyone.”

The habits of U.S. inner cities have already begun to
invade. Boys greet each other with a street gang-style
handshake, drugs are a problem, and graffiti has begun to

appear on the town’s adobe walls.
Many say the town’s salvation doesn’t involve the

United States at all.

“What we need here are more job opportunities, so

people won’t have to go,”

says Abelardo Gonzalez, the

school director. “Now, there’s just farm work, and that’s

only when there’s rain.”

West Los Angeles, Ca. - If you
or someone you know has
been in a recent auto acci-
dent, you need to be aware
of a new Free Report that
revealsvital information that
you have to know before you
settle your case or speak
with anyone. Auto accident
victims seldom know their
rights and responsibilities.
Without knowledge, they
can end up frustrated, lost,
and victimized. Not only
that, by the time an auto
accident victim finds out he
or she has been either misin-
formed or taken advantage
of, it's often too late. You
may even be experiencing
pain and discomfort and
don’t know what you should
do, or even feel alittle guilty
worrying about your health

CAR ACCIDENT?

or your rights. Well you are
not alone, after an accident,
most victims spend more
time figuring out how they
are going to fix their car and
what they are going to drive
than on their rights and pos-
sible hidden injuries. There
are currently thousands of
auto accident victims who
are living a life of misery
and pain because they did
not learn their rights and
options as an auto accident
victim. Don't let this happen
to you or your loved one. To
receive your free report enti-
tled, “What You Need To
Know if You Have Been In
An Auto Accident”, Call the
Toll-Free 24 Hour Recorded
Message at 1-888-246-3790.
The cal is free and so is the
report. Call Now!

+ It's automatic!

ARE YOU
BACKED UP?

IT'S EASY AND WILL SAVE YOU TIME
AND MONEY IN THE LONG RUN.

* Data backup packages start at $50 a month
* Daily and Weekly back ups available

* Recovery assistance available.

Zylink

Call Zylink at 866.227.9539
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AGING GRACEFULLY?
WE LIVE WHERE YOU LIVE.®
Keep your money hard a work, with

401(K) rollovers, TSAs, annuities and
more. Call meto get started today.

Troy Wilson Lic# 0D75687
2451 Santa Monica Blvd.
SantaMonica, CA
310.315.1955

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE.”

Providing Insurance and Financial Services « statefarm.com®

State Farm Life \nmrame Company; In NY and WI — State Farm Life and Accident Assurance
Company; other pr by State Farm affliates are not

possibleoss of principal. Consult your tax or legal advisor for specific advice.

1SYOUR RETIREMENT PLAN

Chiropractic &

MAXIMUM FAMILY CARE IN ONE LOCATION

FDIC insured, not guaramsed by State Farm Bank, and are subject to investment risk, including |

2222 Santa Monica Blvd.* Ste. 203 * Santa Monica, CA 90404

Accupuncture

Victoria D. Lucas
D.C., LAc. QME

Vita Wellness

310-449-1222
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CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative

Employment

For Sale

Furniture

Pets

Boats

Employment Employment Vehicles for sale Vehicles for sale

$3 - 5K per week income poten-
tial work from home, NOT MLM.
(800)570-3782 Ext. 4020.

A PRE-SCHOOL is looking for
F/T Teachers. 12 ECE Units &
one yr. experience. Will pay $8-
$10/hr, medical,vacation &
retirement benefits available.
Call Dr. Anna 310-828-8454

ADMINSTRATIVE FILE
clerk/office Assistant needed for
West Los Angeles CPA Firm.
Candidate must be responsible,
included filing, copying, faxing &
office errands, team player a

must! Fax resume 310-477-
8424
Attn:  Michelle or  e-mail

Michele.McLaughlin@
MossAdams.com

AM COUNTER person needed
for breakfast shift @SM
sportsbar. 6:30am-11:00am
Call to scheudle appt.
310-899-0076

BODY THERAPIST needed to
share work space in MDR low
rent/great location
310-450-2456

Circulation Manager

The Daily Press is
interviewing for a
Circulation Manager.
Must have reliable
transportation, a clean
driving record and proof
of insurance. Flexible
early mornings (lam to
8am), six days a
week.Ex-military types
preferred. Excellent pay.
Call 310-458-7737x 104

CUSTOMER SERVICE/
Account Manager for consulting
company.Outlook, Word, Excel,
ACT experience pref'd.
$10-$12/hrFax
(310)998-5690

EXPANDING SALON private
rooms to rent,hair stylist as well
as skincare related services.
(310)577-3079.

F/T FRONT Office. Internist in
Pacific Palisades,back office
exp. preferred. Must be reliable
& detail oriented, contact
Angela 310-454-3020

HATARI IS looking for an

experienced salesperson F/T.
Fax resume to 310-260-1273 or
call for interview, 310-260-1204

HOUSEKEEPER LIVE-IN Mon-
Fri or Tues-Sat for family w/2
school-age children. Excellent
cleaning skills, some babysitting
Must drive. 917-855-5651

IMMEDIATE OPENING
Bookkeeper 15hrs/week small
S.M.law firm,reqd. programs
Quicken,Timeslips11, word
perfect9/10, criminal/civil,

fax res/salary to Terry
310-395-1833

INFANT & Toddler Center is
looking for F/T & P/T Teachers.
12 ECE Units & One year
experience, will pay $8-$10/hr,
medical, vacation & retirement
benefits available. Call Dr.
Susan @310-829-3588

resume

CLASSIFIEDS

S3°° per day.Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos Rent
Houses for Rent

Roomates

Commerical Lease

MINUTE MAN Parking seeks
valet parkers. Experience
preferred, no placement

agency.310-214-1888

Nanny wanted, 25-30 hours/wk
experienced, loving. Must have
references & transportation.
Family 310-922-7367

Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage

Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities
Yard Sales

Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals

Obituaries

Vehicles for sale Vehicles for sale

K.1.]¢

LEXUS/VOLKSWAGEN

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

SANTA MONICA

OF SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

OF SANTA MONICA

Monumental

'96 PLYMOUTH

SANTA MONICA Firm

seeks Executive Assistant to
VP.Great phone voice,trouble-
shooting skills,excellent
customer service required,
computer proficient. Starting at
$12/hr 1-800-965-0580

SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER
P/T Mon-Fri 8am-1pm
non-negotiable $10/hr fax
resume including contact
information 310-391-8034

TOP DESIGNER Santa Monica
Boutique seeks team player.
High energy sales person, ex-
perience preferred, family envi-
ronment. Salary + commission
310-394-1406

WORK P/T No experience
needed, evenings, $8/hr, flexi-
ble schedule. Call (888)263-
9886 .

For Sale

HOT TUB 2004 Model. Neck
jets. Therapy Seat. Warranty,
never used. Can deliver worth
$5700, sell for $1750
818-785-9043

Furniture

5 PIECE Sectional Sofa
Beautiful black velour, unused,
sacrifice $800. Matching 5-bulb
diner spider lamp. $50
310-709-0990

KING-SIZED BED, good condi-
tion, no frame for pick-up only!
$100 310-403-2931

Instruction

DRUM LESSONS in your
home! Great w/children & be-
ginners, first lesson FREE! Call
Tom (310)422-2699.

MATH TUTOR, Algebra,
Statistics, Test Prep. Former

college instructor, friendly,
patient & entertaining. Will tutor
individually or in groups. Call for
rates, Curtis 310-968-1649

CAREGIVER, LIVE-OUT,
looking for day/night shift. Expe-
rienced,

excellent references, own car.
Lovely European lady.
310-383-7465

EARN $200! Have you spotted
a red,itchy rash on your
scalp,arms, or legs? It could be
Eczema. Eczema or Atopic
Dermatitis is a skin disease,
which usually begins with
itching and is followed by a
rash. Impact Clinical Trials is
currently conducting a clinical
research study on eczema. Par-
ticipants will be compensated
$200 for time and travel. Con-
tact Christine at

323-937-7811 to enroll today.
Limited space available.

GRAND VOYAGER
SE, VIN 484227 $5000

’02 Ford Mustang
5-Speed, A/C, P/W,
P/Locks, SHARP CAR!
(ID#F116156)

’01 Ford F150
V6, automatic, P/W, P/C,
(ID#A29098)

Savings!

’01 TOYOTA CAMRY
38K Miles Super Clean
(1U029135) $12,988

(A
as Low as 1.9%

Financing on Selected
Volkswagen Models.

94 CHRYSLER LABARON
Convertible, 1 owner

’99 LEXUS ES 300 VIN 277493$3995

Lexus Luxury

X5072626) $14,950 .
'97 Ford Explorer ( ) Limited Term OAC o5 SATURN SL2
Eddie Bauer Edition ’00 CAVALIER
Leather, Alloys, Sun Roof, Auto, AC + More 2000 PASSAT GLX VIN 392250 $4000
Low Miles, Multi-Disc
(ID#C05419)

4-Door Sedan, Automatic
A/C, Moon Roof, Leather
(226595)

(Y7444439) $5,430
90 ACURA LEGEND
Coupe VIN 003085 $5000

’99 4-RUNNER
59K Miles, LOAED
(X0043634) $14,995

1999 LEXUS GS 300
4D, Sedan, 5-SPD Automatic
Alloy Wheels, Moon Roof

’00 SOLARA SLE
LOADED, V6

'70 BUICK RIVIERA

3
99 Dodge Quad Cab VIN 925668 Classic $5000

Pick Up, Oversize Tires & (YC34075) $9,988 (D19197)
Wheels, Auto, A/C, Sharp
(ID#610134) ;’3 TOY?T‘;/ RAV4 2001 LEXUS LS 430 '65 VW BUG
’ ecent trade, Warranty 4D Sedan, 5-SPD Auto,
99 sor/d EXP':“’" (3018392) $17,450 Moon, Leather VIN 260574 $4500
Red, A/C, Leather .
oy 39,979 Miles (013562
(ID#71978) ’00 SONATA 9,979 Miles (013562) 2501 Lincoln Blvd
102 Ford Explorer XLT Moonroof (Y0029135) $6,995 2003 VW GTI

in Venice

(310) 395-3712

AD EXPIRES 3/22/04
All advertised prices exclude gov-
ernment fees and taxes, any
finance charges, any dealer doc-
ument preparation charges, and
any emission testing charge.

V8, Leather, Loaded, Black
MANAGER SPECIAL
(ID#A61068)

BRING US YOUR
TRADE-INS

2-D Hatchback, A/C, All
Power, Moonroof (025228)

2003 LEXUS ES 300

4-Door Sedan, Low Miles,

HURRY TO: Moon Roof (117527) I
PLUS;ééoLrLCEC‘LS\E/SH\DcOLCEgMENT 832 Santa Monica Blvd. 1100 Santa Monica Bivd An“EnTIsE-
1230 Santa Monica Blvd. 800-944-4157 (31 0) 319-1661 310'458'1131

310-451-1588

LAcarGUYcom LAcarGUYcom

WELCOME TO THE WORLD!

£leh. S
. e )
O iM

iy | "ﬁ g2

at

Anhounce the drrival of your hewest fuamily member.

The Suntu Monicu Duily Press is how running birth announcements every Tuesduy.
Call Elise DeFord at 310-458-PRESS (7737) x 101 for details.
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GET PAID TO GIVE BLOOD!
Help us help others. Qualified
healthy individuals receive
monetary compensation.
for information: Clinical
Research Technologies
310-572-1666

Call

GUEST HOUSE for rent? Will
pay $450-$500 plus all

housework/laundry  for
break. Ana 310-709-2203

price

| WANT to interview homeless
people for $10.Call between
12/2pm (310) 394 - 1533 .

NURSE W/20 years
experience,excellent
references, available for live-
in/out, private duty,
310-270-6183

STATE  CERTIFIED
health care professional.
Looking for afternoon work.
310-559-8809

[ Forkent

1BD, 1BA Upper level, $950
Stove,refrigerator,parking,  no
pets. 2535 Kansas #202 & #208
Santa Monica, CA 90404
Manager located in Apt. #101

Home

8 UNIT building, spacious lower
apt., waher/dryer, AC, refrigera-
tor, stove, dishwasher, gas fire-
place, gated building, gated
parking, blinds, wood/carpet/
vinyl, balcony, good closets,
close to shopping, wic pets
$1275 310-271-7064

BEVERLY HILLS ADJ.
$1175.00 Close to malls. On
Sweetzer. Bright 2bdrm/1ba,
laundry, parking, d/w, stove,
water & trash included newly
finished hardwood, fresh paint,
small pet OK.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BRENTWOOD $1250.00 Tradi-
tional 2bdrm/1ba. Upper, newer
carpet, fridge, stove, laundry &
parking. No pets.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz .com
(310)276-4663

Casa Loma Apartments

101 Dudley Ave.
Venice Beach Unf. Single
(Completely Remodeled)

$1095.00

FIRST MONTH FREE!
PARKING FREE!
UTILITIES FREE!

Sorry no pets, single occupancy only. Free
month requires security deposit & 1 yeer lease.
Call Edward Romero 1-888-399-1166

or sunnibill @juno.com

SANTA MONICA
$1499/mo 2031 20th Street
310-273-1185

2bd

CHARMING UNIT in Duplex.
New carpet, 2+1.5 W/D hook-
ups, 2 car parking, large kitch-
en, great light. $1525
310-466-9256

SANTA MONICA
$1,000/mo 17th Street & S.M.
Blvd. New decor, appliances,
laundry, street parking, no pets
310-472-3823

CULVER CITY $650.00 Quiet,
single, remodeled  building,
pool, landscape, balcony, car-
pets. Convenient to shopping,
premises, dishwasher, fire-
place, refrigerator, stove.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

The BEST
RENTALS
in VENICE

ELLy NEesis Co. INC
(310) 396-4443
ellynesis.com

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Compa-
ny. 2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa
Monica, CA 90403.

LEARN PHOTOGRAPHY at
MLK Studios.com/Private
lessons available.
323-957-1070

MDR ADJ $675 large single,
lower, w/large closets, full
kitchen, refridgerator, very light,
freshly painted. Laundry,
parking & no pets.
(310)828-4481

MDR, GREAT view!Waterfront
3bd+den21/2 bath,parking,
pool, large patio w/bbq.
$5800/mo w/lyear lease
$6000/mo w/6months
310-701-2326

PL DEL Rey, Gorgeous Studio
Custom Painted,everything new
750sqft, $1050 call Jim
1yr lease 310-821-2412

SANTA MONICA  $1400/mo
1517 19th Street #5 2bd 2ba,
upper, bright, parking, laundry,
painted.310-450-3314

SANTA MONICA $2600

Walk to beach & Main St.
Spacious, 3bd 2ba,hardwood
floors, 7-unit building, new
appliances, 310-399-1273

SANTA MONICA $795.00 Low-
er Unit, Part. Furn., safe neigh-
borhood, bright, full kitchen, off
of Wilshire Blvd., utils. inc.,
amenities include Street park-
ing, Indry facilities, crpts, fur-
nished, refrig., stv, storage.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA $950 1bdrm
Garden Apt. including garage.
Immaculate! No pets.

1414 Ocean Park Blvd.

SANTA MONICA Cottage, r/s,
new crpt,near beach,courtyard,
eat-in kitchen, $895
www.westsiderentals.com

Personals

Personals

:0% SONIA WILLIAMS

*Spiritual Clairvogant*
*Palm Reader*
*Fortung Teller*

310.278.5099

Psychic*

SANTA MONICA 1bd
$1400/mo. New tiles,
appliances, hardwood floors,
bright/airy, beautifull garden

area. Franklin/Arizona
310-729-5367

SANTA MONICA Duplex,
upper,r/s,balcony,gated,hrdwd
flrs,laundry,yard, $1250
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Penthouse
Ocean View, 3bd 2ba+loft,
dining, living, balcony, built-ins,
hardwood floors 2 car garage
$4800/mo 626-485-3015

SANTA MONICA shrd apt, pvt
rm,r/s,dishwasher,laundry,m to
m, util incld,$575
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA shrd,apt,pvt
rm, pvt bath,r/s,balcony,pool,
laundry, m to m, $600
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Twnhse,
3+2 1/2, fireplace,w/d hookups,
built-ins, skylights, $1595
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, dog ok,
dwasher,patio,yard,near SMC,
remodeled,prkng, $1250
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, lower,r/s,
gated,blinds,ceiling fan,
bungalow like,util incld,$850
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, r/s,crpt,micro
pvt courtyard,near shopping,
giant apt,quiet, $775
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, upper,
balcony,|g closets,laundry,just
painted,fourplex, $975
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, upper,dng rm
r/s,hrdwd flrs,6 units,prkng,
near grocery, $950
www.westsiderentals.com

WEST HOLLYWOOD $795.00
Great 1bdrm/lba, patio, 2 units
available, patio, hardwood
floors, stove, fridge, Spanish
style.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

Www.apar[menthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

WESTCHESTER, 1BD/1BA,
Upper level, easy SM commute,
quiet neighborhood, off-street
parking, excellent light! $1,050
310-936-5850

WILSHIRE  CENTER-LARGE
1+1 and 2+2 bath gated park-
ing, gated building with entry
system, swimming pool, new
paint, very clean & improved,
new paint, $1100

310-466-9256

Houses For Rent

2BR 1BA House, 1507 18th
Street, new paint & blinds,
carpet. $1500/mo NO PETS
310-532-3876

Roommates

ROOMMATE WANTED Beach
Front $1500/mo share bath. All
utilities included No pets, n/s
Darren 310-459-8256

OFFICE SPACE. 350-1000
Sq Ft. Reasonable. 19th &
Colorado Santa Monica
310-453-4427

SANTA MONICA 1334 Lincoln
Blvd 1140sg/ft  $2200/mo. &
600 sq/ft 1300/mo. Can
combine. E.Keasbey
(310)477-3192.

SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days
per/wk  $500/mo.  Jasmine
(310)392-9596.

Real Estate

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership
Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer
Call Today
310-745-4847

Buy or Sell Tomorrow

WESTSIDE HOME  Sellers,
Find out what the home down
the street sold for! Free list of
area Home Sales & current list-
ings.Free recorded message!
877-545-2201 ID#1041-Remax

ROOMMATE WANTED to
share a large 3 BR/2BA house
in West LA, Rancho Park area.
Large Yard, sunroom,
washer/dryer, dishwasher. We
are professional
twentysomethings, M/F, a cou-
ple of well-behaved dogs. $750
per month. Call 310-55-1151.
Available 4/1

Commercial Lease

STUDIO CITY $1000.00
1bdrm/lba New w/d in each
unit, new bbg and sun patio w/
fountain, central air & heat, mir-
rored wardrobe doors.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

TOWNHOUSE CONDO

3+2 1/2, $2100/mo 1838 Barry
Ave. #2. Stove, microwave,
dishwasher, fireplace, balcony,
dining room, carpets, blinds,
intercom entry, 2car gated
parking spaces, no pets
310-578-7512

VENICE 3+1, $1395/mo 638
Brooks Ave. #A, Stove, washer
hook-ups, carpet, blinds,
parking, no pets 310-578-7512

VENICE CREATIVE office
space just off Abbot Kinney,
perfect for small photography
studio or graphic design firm,
concrete floors, bathroom.
$1095. 310-466-9256

1 Year lease

VENICE SINGLE $1000/mo 25
19thAve. #E 1/2 block from the
beach. Stove, refrigerator,
carpet, blinds, laundry, no pets.
310-578-7512

W. LA 1 Large 1lbd/lba
$950/mo. Hardwood floors,
venetian blinds, walk-in closets
310-826-3360

W.LA 1BD 1ba, Hardwood
floors, $1050/mo+deposit, No
pets 310-444-0023

WLA $1290/MO. 2 Bedrooms, 1
bath, hardwood floors, large
kitchen (310)391-8880.

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES 6th ST.

ONE MONTH
FREE RENT

WESTSIDE HOTLIST! Reveals
10 best buys in your price range
Free recorded message-
1-877-545-2001/ID#1040
Remax

Real Estate Wanted

MOTIVATED BUYER: | buy
houses, any area, any price,
any condition .
Call (310)422-4933 .

[ assage |

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong
and tender relaxing bodywork
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

Near Promenade, Windows
Parking, Garden Courtyard
Janitorial, Utilities included

2-4 Rooms, Short/Long Term

$1495-$2450
(310) 395-4620

2901 OCEAN Park, commer-
cial space available. 2200sq/ft]
Turn Key Salon, $2.25sq/ft. Al-
so available, office space]
1000sq/ft

ample parking, $2.10sq/ft. Call
310-450-5056

3101 OCEAN Park, Brand Ne
Remodeled Building. Office|
space available,1500sq/ft,
1$2.25 sq/ft, ample parking

310-450-5056

BUILDING FOR Lease
1800sgq/ft Parking,2ba. 10800
Washington,Fantastic Culver
City, short SM commute.

Mr. Romano 310-839-3611

H)dl Capimal CosMERCIAL
Specializing
in Leasing
& Selling
Office &
Industrial

Christina S. Porter I

Senior Associate Buildings

310-440-8500 Xx.

FULL BODY Swedish to light
fingertip massage by classy Eu-
ropean therapist. Serious call-
ers only. (310)826-7271.

Local Therapist looking to
TRADE non-sexual bodywork
with other therapist. Paul
310-741-1901

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian
Staff (310)899-3709.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with an ex-
quisite full body Swedish/Deep-
tissue massage.Laura
(310)394-2923(310)569-0883.

Announcements

ALZHEIMER'S SUPPORT GROUP
meeting. Last Wednesday of
the month; at Sunrise Assisted
Living, Pacific Palisades call
(310)573-9545/Linda.

[Business Opps |

ABSOLUTE GOLDMINE! 60
Vending machines with excel-
lent locations all for $10,995.
(800)234-6982.

Health/Beauty

BRAIDS!

HAIR EXTENSIONS!
Full Service Salon Open
7days/week specializing in
Caucasian & Asian Hair
5364 W. Adams Blvd.
braidsbysabrina.com
323-937-8870

WANT TO feel better? Try
acupuncture, it works! Jean E.
Houle, L.Ac, Acupuncturist and
herbalist, Bayside Wellness
Center, 310-315-1828 M-W-F.
Receive $50 off 1st
appointment with mention of ad.

* EXERCISE *
WOoOWWwWWw!tl
“New In Boxes”
Treadmill Space Saver,
$372 OBO. Recumbent
Bike,Stationary, $262 OBO.
310-729-2022

Have Fun Getting
FIT By the BEACH

Feel Better...Lose Weight...Improve your Health!

Inquire About Our Way to
Wellness Program! Exercise,
Eating & Stress Management ...
All' In One Great Program!

Located at the Loews
Santa Monica Beach Hotel
310-842-5657

www. com

) Ocean Oasis
A Medical Day Spa for Women

Facials * Yoga * Pilates » Therapeutic Massage
Pregnancy & Post-pregnancy services
BRING IN A FRIEND FOR YOGA AND SHE'S FREE!

(310) 458-8190

Dr. Lisa Masterson, M.D.

TONE BODY

IMPROVE POSTURE

PILATES CLASS AT
THE DANCE DOCTOR

213-500-2718

Personals

Talk to a Model 24hrs.
310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222

$15/15 min.
CC/Check OK
www.USLove.com

YOUR
AD
HERE

ADVERTISE!!

Santa Monica
Daily Press
Classifieds

310.458.7737
Ask for Mitch
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PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS IN THE SANTA MONICA

2 SERVICE DIRECTORY

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

‘When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured « Lic#658-486
PAINTING * CARPENTRY « ROOFING
CONCRETE * ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

Services Services

DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

e Evening hours + emergency services
¢ Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers

© 20+ years of experience

e UCLA Graduate

e Most insurances accepted

e Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS
310-315-3676

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 * SANTA MONICA

BEST MOVERS

No job too small
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR

Fully insured. We make it EZ.
Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193

S Steve’s
DISCOUNT
PLUMBING

DRAINS = HEAT
RESIDENTIAL = COMMERCIAL
(310) 439-7771 au erices necommaie

1520 OFF WITH THIS AD

COMMERCIAL

Residential Remodel
HONEST & RELIABLE
FREE ESTIMATES

e

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,
unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and
other home/office paper

nagement problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZER!
Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

Al CONSTRUCTION, framing,
drywall, electrical. 30 years in

this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

THE MOLD EXPERTS

Expert Mold
Inspection,
Investigation

& Remediation

400 S. Beverly Dr., Ste 214
in Beverly Hills

(310) 281-2282

www.errandsetc.biz

MARCO TELECOM: Phone
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

Turn Your Closet into Cash!

L.A's hottest resale store!

G(ggt Labels

IGNER RESALE

%
ACCEPTING é’,/ﬂj

NEW CONSIGNERS < {ge

WANTED:
LOUIS VUITTON
CHANEL
Guccl
HERMES
ST JOH!

N ce
PRADA
JUDITH LEIBER
MISSONI

DOLCE & GABBANA

1126 Wilshire Blvd.,
Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310) 451-2277

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

ONE HOUR Alterations,
hemming, jeans, pants, skirts,
etc. Made by professional Call
Michael 310-980-2674

NOTICETO
READERS:

California law requires that
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or
materials) be licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board. State law also requires
that contractors include their
license number on all
advertising. You can check the
status of your licensed
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed
contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state
in their advertisements that
they are not licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board.

PAINTING TOP QUALITY A&A
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta
(310)560-9864.

RAYTEI.CO
MULTI LINE PHONE SYSTEMS
DSL « DATE CABLING
CATV + OUTLETS + T-|
VOICE MAIL + CAT-5E WIRING
MOVES, ADDS, CHANGES
AND REPAIRS

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL
Raymond Van Alphen
Field Technician
310-451-9515
Pager: 310-841-8595

Call Mitch at the Santa Monica Daily P

WEABE THE
GIG |

that you'll find the per
Call for more details.

310.458.7737 ext.111

Services Services Services Services Services Business Services

DO YOU Mind Earning an Extra
300-2100/wk?  Working 10
Hours a Week? Call
323-632-1234

High- Access

UP TO 8X FASTER THAN DSL

Only *12* per month
« No Contract
« Includes Email and
Webspace
* 1-Month Trial

NoCat Networks

310-393-4037

Computer Services

COMPUTER HELP: Your office
or home.Computer tune-up,
Microsoft Word, Excel,
Quickbooks, internet navigation,
software installation. PO Sale
(310)207-3366/310-801-6845

DIGITAL DUCHESS
COMPUTER SPECIALIST

Extremely Professional Service at a Low Rate

} = Repairs Training

5w upgrades  w Networking
WL Setup = Wireless

(310) 395-6884 or email
kerry@digitalduchess.com

GRAPHIC DESIGNER Print or
Web Raymond Fernandez
310-780-5725
portfolios.com/raymond
fernandez

ADVERTISE!

310-438-1131
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

By The Associated Press

m FORT MITCHELL, Ky. — Actor George
Clooney helped raise about $140,000 over the weekend
at private fund-raisers for his father’s congressional
campaign.

Nick Clooney, a longtime Cincinnati television per-
sonality, is the lone Democratic candidate for the 4th
District seat of retiring U.S. Rep. Ken Lucas.

George Clooney spoke briefly at two events in north-
ern Kentucky, but stayed away from making political
statements. Instead, he talked about his father and how
he wanted to help him with the election.

“It’s great having my son come in to help,” Nick
Clooney said. “It’s family. When my son and my daugh-
ter show up and help me, it means a lot and it shows me
this is more than just politics. We still matter to one
another.”

About 150 people paid $250 each to mingle with the
actor at The Oriental Wok, a restaurant in Fort Mitchell.
In another fund-raiser, about 100 people paid $1,000
each to see the actor at a private home.

m BUFFALO, N.Y. — Joel Siegel, entertainment
editor for the television show “Good Morning
America,” received the Gilda Radner Courage Award on
Saturday from the Roswell Park Alliance Foundation.

Siegel, 60, was credited with offering hope to others
through his public battle with colon and lung cancer.

Siegel said he seems to be OK now, but he recently
recorded a public service announcement saying that an
earlier colonoscopy would have spared him three sur-
geries, radiation treatments and chemotherapy.

Siegel wrote about his experiences in a 2002 book,
“Lessons for Dylan,” which contains reflections on his
life for his young son.

“I’m not sure whether it was the cancer or having the
child at 55, but those are really two life-changing
events,” Siegel said Saturday.

Quoting Radner, the late comedian and cancer victim
whom Siegel considered a friend, he added, “One of the
things cancer does is it helps you set your priorities. If it
weren’t for the downside, everybody would want to
have it.”

m AUGUSTA, Ga. — Prince Andrew is making his
way stateside to watch the Master’s tournament.

Andrew arrives in Augusta on April 5 for the Augusta
National golf tournament, according to the calendar
posted by Queen Elizabeth’s press secretary.

The golf course is named for Augusta of Saxe-Gotha-
Altenburg, an 18th century relative of Andrew, the Duke
of York, and mother of King George I11.

Andrew, who is captain of The Royal and Ancient
Golf Club of St. Andrews, will also attend a reception
designed to promote U.S.-British trade, said former
Augusta Mayor Charles DeVaney.

In the name of the father: Clooney stumps for dad

“I think everyone should think of it as a great honor
for our city,” DeVaney said.

m SPARTANBURG, S.C. — Queen Noor of Jordan
made stops at a neonatal intensive care unit and a can-
cer center over the weekend.

The queen was in town as the featured guest for a
gala held by the Society of 1921, which raises funds for
the Spartanburg Regional Healthcare System. The soci-
ety was honoring people who donated $1,000 or more
last year.

During her stop at Spartanburg Regional Medical
Center, Queen Noor held three-pound Brooklyn Pace.
The infant and her fraternal twin Kelsey were born pre-
mature 10 days ago.

“How often do you get your baby held by a queen,”
said Ricky Pace, the twins’ father. “The photos will look
great in scrapbooks.”

Queen Noor, who was married to the late King
Hussein, said she tries to clear up misconceptions about
Arabs and Muslims through her role as a global human-
itarian.

Although the queen has made fewer public appear-
ances in recent years, she continues to work for human
rights for women and children and the reduction of land
mines in Third World countries.

“I’m taking (Jordan’s) national issues to the global
stage,” she said.

Can’t find the Daily Press in your neighborhood?
Call us. We’ll take your suggestions. (310) 458-PRESS (7737)
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To the many businesses, nonprofit organizations, media and local government representatives who
bowled, sponsored teams and/or contributed door prizes and pledge dollars and to the special v
olunteers who produced this fun community event...

We are very grateful for your support of SuperBowl-A-Thon VIII!
Proceeds benefit the Westside Shelter and Hunger Coalition, a project of Community Partners

Fairmont Miramar Hotel — The Lobster — Santa Monica Place

Special Appreciation to AMF Bay Shore Lanes

Thank you to our Refreshment Donors: Arby’s Fresh Market, Buca di
Beppo, Fairmont Miramar Hotel, New Directions Catering, St. Joseph
Center’s Culinary Program, Step Up on Second/Fresh Start Catering




