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"Born and raised in Santa Monica. The only local cab company."

Place Your

PASSOVER
Orders Today!

Passover Dinner
will be served
on Monday 
and Tuesday.

1433 Wilshire Boulevard, at 15th Street
310-394-1131 | OPEN 24 HOURS

FREE JEWELRY CLEANING AND INSPECTION

CUSTOM DESIGN AND RE-STYLING •  WATCH BATTERIES

DISCOUNTS FOR SANTA MONICA RESIDENTS AND WORKERS

REPAIRS WHILE YOU WAIT AND BY APPOINTMENT

A family tradition of integrity, quality and service

LEONEL ZEPEDA, JEWELER - GOLDSMITH1457 4TH ST. @ BROADWAY •   310-451-0727

Jewelers Since 1945

PROMOTE YOUR
BUSINESS HERE!

Yes, in this very spot! 
Call for details (310) 458-7737

BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL A split City Council approved a
development Tuesday night that will
replace an existing trailer park with a 377-

unit apartment complex after resolving
some issues surrounding affordable hous-
ing in the deal.

Village Trailer Park co-owner Marc
Luzzatto agreed to increase the number of
affordable units in the three-building com-

plex to 38 by the end of the evening, with
three of those available to extremely low-
income tenants and another 35 available to
very low-income tenants.JUDY LIN

Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. California needs to
pay an additional $4.5 billion a year for the
next three decades to shore up its financially
shaky teacher retirement fund, according to
a report released Wednesday by the state’s
nonpartisan budget analyst.

The nonpartisan Legislative Analyst’s
Office declared that the California State
Teachers’ Retirement System “may be the
state’s most difficult fiscal challenge” and
suggested that tackling the shortfall is per-
haps more important than other state debts.
It cited CalSTRS actuary figures that found
that the pension fund would run out of
money by 2044 without corrective action.

When combining the $4.5 billion with
the current $1.4 billion annual contribution,
the state would pay more for the pensions of
retired K-12 teachers and community col-
lege instructors than it does for the entire
University of California and California State
University systems combined.

The bulk of that additional money will like-
ly have to come from taxpayers because invest-
ments and teacher contributions aren’t enough.

The report was presented to lawmakers
during a hearing on ways to address the pen-
sion fund’s unfunded liability, which stood
at $73 billion as of June 2012.

“The CalSTRS liability is about double
the governor’s so-called wall of debt, a col-
lection of budgetary obligations the state has
incurred in recent years to mitigate its signif-
icant budget problems,” analyst Ryan Miller
said in a video released ahead of the hearing.

CalSTRS serves about 862,000 people, or
about 2 percent of California’s population. It
is funded by employees, school districts and
the state.

Its shortfall dates to the dot-com boom in
the late 1990s, when the state reduced its
contributions and handed out more gener-
ous retirement benefits. Last fall, Gov. Jerry
Brown signed sweeping pension changes
that would largely affect new state and local
government workers but also imposed salary
caps and eliminated numerous abuses of the
pension systems.

The report urged lawmakers to make
changes soon because the fund’s liability
grows faster than other debts.

BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD
Daily Press Staff Writer

SAMOHI Over a year after Santa Monica
banned plastic bags from local grocery
stores, Santa Monicans are converting to a
plastic-bag free reality, although younger
adults still cling to disposable paper ver-
sions, according to a study conducted by
local high school students.

The results, released last weekend by
Santa Monica High School’s Team Marine,
showed that the ban succeeded in reducing
plastic bag usage from 70 percent of bags in
local grocery stores to zero, while use of
paper, reusable bags and the no-bag option
all increased by varying percentages.

Which of the non-plastic options a per-
son chose varied depending on gender, age
and even which grocery store a person visit-
ed, be it a traditional store or a store with
“eco-friendly” credentials, like Whole Foods
or Trader Joe’s.

The study provides the only analysis
available on how bags are used in Santa
Monica, and compares both a pre- and post-
ban world, said Benjamin Kay, marine sci-
ence teacher at Samohi and coach for Team
Marine.

“I believe this is Team Marine’s most sig-
nificant contribution to environmental sci-
ence thus far,” Kay said.

For 19 months spanning a time period
before and after the ban took effect, the stu-
dents posted up in front of five local grocery
stores including the Downtown Vons and
Whole Foods, Albertsons on Ocean Park
Boulevard, Trader Joe’s on Pico Boulevard

SPRING IS HERE Daniel Archuleta daniela@smdp.com
Ina Zec shops for fresh-cut flowers Wednesday at the Skyline Flower Growers stand at
the Downtown Farmers' Market. It was the first market of the spring.

SEE APPROVAL PAGE 9

SEE BAN PAGE 8

Report: Teacher 
pensions need $4.5B 
more every year 

Trailer park development wins approval

High schoolers keep
eye on bag ban
Older adults use most
reusable bags, study shows
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To create your own listing, 
log on to smdp.com/submitevent

For help, contact Daniel Archuleta at
310-458-7737 or submit to editor@smdp.com

For more information on any of the events listed, 
log on to smdp.com/communitylistings

Thursday, May 21, 2013

Get slimed 
Santa Monica Place Center Plaza

1 p.m. — 6 p.m.
In preparation for the Kids’ Choice
Awards, Center Plaza will be trans-

formed by a green-screen digital
sliming station, a true sliming unit
and a Toyota Rav4 vehicle display.
Kids are invited to enter to win four

tickets to the awards show on
March 23. Children under 18 will

need a parent present if they
choose to be slimed. 

Admission is free. 

Home sweet home
Main Library 

601 Santa Monica Blvd., 2nd Floor,
4:30 p.m. 

The Santa Monica Housing
Commission will discuss the latest
citywide homeless count numbers

and the pros and cons of unbundling
parking. The housing manager will

also give a report, which will include
the impacts of federal budget cuts
on housing production and assis-
tance. For more information, call

(310) 458-8411.

Hearing on hotel 
Main Library 

601 Santa Monica Blvd.,
Multipurpose Room, 7 p.m.

Residents who want to learn more
about a proposed 22-story hotel

designed by world-renowned archi-
tect Frank Gehry for the corner of
Ocean Avenue and Santa Monica

Boulevard are encouraged to attend
this community meeting to give

feedback on the concept. Gehry is
expected to attend. 

Setting the table
SMC’s Bundy Campus 

3171 S. Bundy Dr., 7 p.m. 
Santa Monica College will celebrate

Women’s History Month with a dis-
cussion entitled Women at the

Political Table: Set it or Sit at it?,
which will feature former State Sen.

Sheila Kuehl, founding director of
SMC’s Public Policy Institute. The
event is free. Seating is on a first-
arrival basis. Call (310) 434-4303.

Friday, March 22, 2013

Hotel melodies
Loews Santa Monica Beach Hotel

1700 Ocean Ave., 
6:30 p.m. — 9:30 p.m.

The hotel will present its monthly
concert series “Live from Loews:

California Classics,” featuring
California food, wine, locally-crafted
beer, and specialty cocktails. The
Cara Lee Band will be performing.

Regular admission is $99. 
For more information, visit 

santamonicaloewshotel.com. 

Saturday, March 23, 2013

Book of wonder
Lincoln Middle School
1501 California Ave., 

2 p.m. — 4 p.m.
Author R.J. Palacio presents a dis-
cussion of “Wonder,” followed by a

book sale and signing. A staged
reading of scenes from “Wonder,”
directed and adapted for the stage
by Edward Edwards, will precede

the author's presentation. For more
information, visit smpl.org. 

Knit, knit, knit
Fairview Library

2101 Ocean Park Blvd., 
3:30 p.m. — 5:30 p.m.

Knitting, conversation and tea. For
more information, visit smpl.org. 

Experienced Cosmetic
Dentistry

MODERN, COMFORTABLE AND SPA LIKE ATMOSPHERE
Top of the line technology | Amazing Yelp reviews | Using the best dental labs in the country

Check our monthly promotions on our website   www.SantaMonicaToothDr.com

2222 SANTA MONICA BLVD, SUITE 202, SANTA MONICA, CA 90404

Ali Mogharei DDS
(310) 829-2224

Basic Cleaning, Exam
and full Mouth Xrays 

$65.00
– Modern facilities, gentle dentistry, sedation

Free Cosmetic
Consultation

Calendar
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Lic. #00973691

1623 Crescent Place –  Listed at $2.965 million
A Unique Compound on Famous Walk Street. Steps to Abbot Kinney Boulevard.

“Your Neighbor and Real Estate
Specialist for 26 Years.”

cell: 310.600.6976  | PeterMullinsRealEstate@gmail.com

PeterMullinsRealEstate.com

BACK TAXES • BOOKKEEPING • SMALL BUSINESS

(310) 395-9922
SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA

1000 Wilshiree Blvd.,, Suitee 1800 Santaa Monicaa 90401

TAXES
ALL FORMS • ALL TYPES • ALL STATES

BY DANIEL ARCHULETA
Managing Editor

SAMOHI Santa Monica High School will host a live stream of
the CIF-State Boys Basketball Division I Championship
between the Vikings and Pleasant Grove on Friday in the
Humanities Center.

Doors will open at 7 p.m. and the tip-off is at 8 p.m. The game
is being played at the Sleep Train Arena in Sacramento, Calif.

School officials hope to make the event a fundraiser for
the program and are accepting donations to attend.

There is limited parking on campus due to construction
so fans are being urged to park in the Civic Center Parking
Structure on Fourth Street, directly across from the campus.

Seating is limited to 200 people.

LOCAL SOCCER TEAM REPEATS AS STATE CHAMPS
After a successful regular season, the AYSO Girls U12

Extra Team from Santa Monica defeated Mission Viejo in

JOHN ROGERS
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES Five former city councilors in a small, blue-
collar Los Angeles suburb that became a symbol of political
greed were convicted Wednesday of stealing taxpayer money
by creating a panel that helped boost their part-time pay to
nearly $100,000 a year.

One former councilman was acquitted and the other five
were found not guilty of several counts each, as jurors

returned verdicts on only about half of the more than 80
charges prosecutors had filed. Jurors said they were dead-
locked on the other charges, but the judge ordered them to
continue deliberations after some members said they
thought a verdict could still be reached.

The trial was the first such proceeding following revela-
tions that Bell’s leadership had bilked the hardscrabble city
of $5.5 million, using the money to pay huge salaries to the

SEE ROUNDUP PAGE 11

SEE BELL PAGE 11

MAIN STREET
Trash cans, recycling bins get smart

During the week of March 11, 13 BigBelly solar-powered
trash compactors and recycling units were added on Main
Street near shops, restaurants and coffee houses. 

The compactors have a computer chip that sends a
message to Resource Recovery and Recycling Division
staff when the units are in need of collection. 

City officials said the BigBelly units are cost effective
because they reduce overflow and decrease the number of
times city workers need to drive out and empty them. 

“The Big Belly also provides the opportunity to recycle
on the public street, a component that was lacking,” said
Kim Braun, Resource Recovery and Recycling manager for
the city of Santa Monica. 

The total cost of the BigBelly containers, which are two
containers in one unit, is just under $100,000, which is
approximately $3,845 per container. The new units will be
replacing up to five existing concrete public litter contain-
ers, which cost approximately $1,100 to replace, Braun said. 

— ALEX VEJAR
SMC
‘DnA’ becomes podcast

“DnA,” KCRW’s show exploring the world of design and
architecture, will become a weekly podcast and a blog,
with design journalists reporting on emerging talent in
Los Angeles and beyond. 

The show was originally broadcasted monthly on the
air. The new online format will include interviews, featured
articles by guest contributors, video reporting on build-
ings and products, and an interactive map of design and
landmarks recently discussed in the podcast. 

KCRW is a public service of Santa Monica College. 
For more information on “DnA,” visit

blogs.kcrw.com/dna or kcrw.com/DnA.
— AV

SM PIER
Ferris wheel earns honor

The Pacific Wheel on the Santa Monica Pier has been
named one of the “world’s coolest Ferris wheels” by Travel
+ Leisure magazine.  

Other wheels mentioned by the magazine are the Big O
in Tokyo, the Texas Star in Dallas, the London Eye, and oth-
ers. The wheel was highlighted for being solar-powered
and for offering a “fantastic LED light show made possible
by 160,000 energy-efficient LED lights that cover the
wheel,” according to Travel + Leisure’s website. 

To view the entire article, visit travelandleisure.com. 
— AV

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

HE’S OUT Morgan Genser editor@smdp.com
St. Monica High School's Jake Georgeff tags out Animo Leadership's Hector Vallejo at second base on Wednesday afternoon at
Marine Park. St. Monica would lose the game, sending the Mariners to a 1-8 record on the season.

LOCAL SPORTS ROUNDUP

Samohi invites fans to watch state basketball final

Ex-officials convicted in Bell corruption case 
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Opinion Commentary
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OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters 
we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

Pre-determined
Editor:

The public meeting hosted by the Worthe Real
Estate Group to sell their proposal for a 22-story hotel
designed by Frank Gehry on Ocean Avenue will go the
same way as the Miramar — token compromise by the
City Council, no matter who shows up to protest.
Expect the council to also solicit input from residents
and do what they’re going to do anyway.

Holbrook, Davis, O’Day and O’Connor were all
endorsed by developers for a reason. McKeown will
vote against, as will Vasquez and Winterer, unless Davis
develops a conscience, which is unlikely. In that case,
one of the swing votes could help “broker” a compro-
mise and switch to the majority.

Jonathan Mann
Santa Monica

Not a fan of illegal aliens
Editor:

I am sick of articles saying we should let illegal
aliens stay and give them amnesty (“Time is now for
humane immigration reform,” Your Column Here,
March 12). First off, never give amnesty to illegals. It is
time for real Americans to take America back and
demand mass deportation of all illegals in America.
This scum have brought crime, disease and overpopu-
lation and are an insult to my grandfather, who came to
America from a foreign country and learned the lan-
guage of America and learned to be American. These
scum want us to speak their language and let them be
as they were in their country. If they don’t want to be
American, then go home. 

Joe Thompson 
Santa Monica 

No cars allowed?
Editor: 

Jim Gerstley’s letter (“Car culture lives on,” Letter
to the Editor, March 18) about Santa Monica parking
has his assumption about what he believes are the
city’s assumptions about residents and workers and
noted some examples, namely San Francisco, New York
and Mackinac Island, Mich. He may have something
here. Leaving aside New York and San Francisco,
Mackinac Island may indeed be the model Santa
Monica has in mind because there are no private cars
on the island. Perhaps that’s the goal of the so-called
traffic planners here in Santa Monica.

Bill Hasson
Santa Monica 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 
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DEAR LIFE MATTERS,
My sister and I grew up very close, being

only a year apart in age and having a moth-
er who died young. We never knew our dad
and were raised by grandparents and an
uncle. We shared so much and were and still
are close, but somehow we have turned out
so different. I married and had three chil-
dren. I went to college and I own my home.
My sister has children but never married,
they have different fathers and she moves
constantly. I am even unsure how she sup-
ports herself.

First of all, I cannot believe how different
we turned out since we came from the same
family circumstances and were so close and
in agreement growing up. But my real prob-
lem is my nieces and nephew. My sister is not
a very good mother, in my opinion. I love
and worry about her children. I often find
myself intervening on their behalf.

I have tried over and over again to show
my sister a better way of doing things, and
instead of being grateful, she seems annoyed
and gets angry with me. I am only trying to
help, to show her the best way for herself and
her children. Perhaps I am not approaching
it right. Can you help me find a way to get
through to her?

Thanks,
Worried Sister

DEAR WORRIED,
It is indeed very interesting how different

we can be from our siblings.
We immediately think, just as you said,

that we had the same experience, and same
family, but actually this is not completely
correct.

While it may be the same family, not
everyone has the same experience within a
family system. There can be subtle and not
so subtle differences in the relationships
within a family.

Having said that, even if it seems identi-
cal, we all experience things differently.
While we humans have much in common,
we are each unique in terms of feelings,
physiological profiles and various states of
mind and how we perceive things. I often
hear this same comment or question, how
could we be so different when we grew up in
the same family?

So while you shared a lot with your sister
growing up, and even seemed to agree, I
assume, on how things were experienced or
perhaps your opinions on what was going
on, you should realize that under stressful

experiences people can tend to agree even if
they don’t (perhaps haven’t even had a
chance to think it through) in service of
being together and feeling the protection of
togetherness.

You and your sister clearly took in your
same or similar experiences in very different
ways. You reacted completely differently. I
cannot say why, only you and she might
know.

But your bigger question has to do with
why she doesn’t do things your way, clearly
the best way, and why won’t she listen to
your helpful advise?

Wow! I must ask you why you are so cer-
tain that your way is the way? I don’t mean
to insult you, but have you ever heard of
“different strokes for different folks?” Her
way just may not be your way, end of story!
It seems it would be better for you to put
your energy into accepting this.

You will not be able to change her unless
she asks you for help and truly wants it. And
even then, you won’t change her; you might
help her change herself. It is best to not
interfere, especially with someone else’s chil-
dren, unless they ask you for help.

I started some time ago to avoid giving
advice or even my opinion, unless I was
asked. Telling people what they should do,
how they should be is not only asking for
trouble, it is a tad arrogant. And be careful
because some people will go on and on
about their troubles and it really may sound
like they want your help but I think it is best
to ask first, “would you like to hear my
thoughts about this?” They may say yes
because they feel they should after going on
and on, so ask again, “are you sure?”

Often people just want us to listen. We
may want to help and think that we can, but
be sure the help is wanted or you will end up
with some bad feelings between you.

I think the best way to help your sister is
by example, never by preaching or scolding
or pointing out the ills of her way. Be avail-
able to your nieces and nephews and let
them know you care about them so that they
know that they can turn to you, but do it
without saying anything about their mother.

Good luck!

DDRR..  JJOOAANNNNEE  BBAARRGGEE  is a licensed psychologist
and licensed marriage and family therapist with
offices in Brentwood. Visit her at
www.drbarge.com or send your anonymous
questions to newshrink@gmail.com Got some-
thing on your mind? Let us help you with your
life matters, because it does!

JoAnne Barge & Katrina Davy Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Life Matters

Sister always knows best 



Photo courtesy Studios Ghibli 
ANIMATED FLICK: Opening this week at the Landmark Theatres in West L.A. and expected to
open next week at Laemmle’s Monica 4-Plex is a beautiful, simple and moving animated feature
from G-Kids, distributors of animated and youth-oriented films, called ‘From Up on Poppy Hill.’
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FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!!!

(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!!)
TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$1  EXAM
includes FULL XRAYS AND INVISALIGN CONSULTATION

If you don’t like what we have to say we will give
you a copy of your x-rays at no charge

DENTAL CARE WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!
No need to be embarrassed if you haven’t been in for 

a long time complex cases welcome

"NO HASSLE" DENTAL INSURANCE PROCESSING
We will take care of all your insurance paperwork

WE OFFER UNIQUE SERVICES
*Nitrous Oxide provided as a courtesy

*No interest payment plans
*Emergencies can be seen today

*Our dentists and staff members are easy to talk to

AND OF COURSE WE DO
-Invisalign    -Periodontist on Staff    -Oral Surgeon on Staff
-Cosmetics and Implants    -Zoom bleaching    -and more

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTE IN
1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

( 3 1 0 )  7 3 6 - 2 5 8 9
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

RRuunnnniinngg  aarroouunndd  ttoowwnn

The Los Angeles Marathon returned to
Santa Monica this week. Tens of thousands
of runners and even more friends, family
and fans crammed streets for the big day.

SSoo,,  tthhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  QQ--LLiinnee  qquueessttiioonn  aasskkss::

Do you think city officials handled the
event properly, or do you have advice
for managing the throngs of people
for next year?

Contact qqlliinnee@@ssmmddpp..ccoomm before FFrriiddaayy  aatt
55  pp..mm.. and we’ll print your answers in the
weekend edition of the Daily Press. You
can also call 331100--557733--88335544.

ETTA JAMES, BESSIE SMITH, ODETTA,
Janis Joplin: these great singers all passed on
years ago. But their music, voices and spirits
are being resurrected onstage at The
Pasadena Playhouse. Even before its opening
night, “One Night with Janis Joplin” had to
be extended because of the buzz this con-
cert-style musical has generated from all of
its sold-out performances across the coun-
try.

And these truly are tour-de-force per-
formances. Mary Bridget Davies doesn’t just
sing Janis, she inhabits her in this walk
through the singer’s brief life and influences.
It’s an uncanny and brilliant immersion into
the heart and soul of the woman known as
the queen of rock ’n’ roll.

It’s not a simple biographical musical; it’s
a concert event that incorporates Janis’ short
monologues between stellar performances
of classic blues and Joplin’s own songs, per-
formed by Davies as Janis, and the impossi-
bly brilliant vocal stylings of Sabrina Elayne
Carten as “the blues singer.”

As Janis speaks about them, Carten illu-
minates the singer’s blues influences. Carten
sings “Summertime” from Gershwin’s
“Porgy and Bess” like the professional opera
singer that she actually is, but when she
embodies Odetta, Bessie Smith, Etta James,
Nina Simone and Aretha Franklin, she
demonstrates one of the most powerful and
versatile voices I’ve ever heard, sending chills
up my spine.

If Davies weren’t so believably real as
Janis, Carten’s singing might steal the show.
But the staging is beautifully balanced

between the two of them, backed by a great
band that replicates all the rock licks, solos
and jams that Janis and Big Brother and the
Holding Company made famous, and the
Joplinaires, the backup singers who also
appear as alternates for the two stars.

Davies is phenomenal. It’s an intensely
physical show. Her physical resemblance to
Joplin is spot on, and she’s got Janis’ “hair in
the face,” pulsing, foot-stomping rhythmic
body gestures, and of course the hippie
clothes, feather boa halo and giant pink eye-
shades down cold. But the extraordinary
thing is her ability to capture the essence of
Janis in the rasp, the grit, the purity, the
power of that voice, sadly silenced too
young.

Joplin fans will rejoice to hear her classics
sounding just like the originals: “Piece of My
Heart,” “Ball and Chain,” “Me and Bobby
McGee” and “Mercedes Benz” among many
other of her hits. The revelation is how
Joplin came to be the voice that we remem-
ber, finding out about how much influence
her mother’s love of Broadway musicals and
vocal coaching had on her, the women
whose blues taught her about life and dis-
covering that Joplin loved the local library,
whose art books helped her become a visual
artist as well.

“One Night with Janis Joplin” is a won-
der, and not to be missed. Visit www.pasade-
naplayhouse.org for information and tick-
ets.

Sarah A. Spitz Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Culture Watch

SEE WATCH PAGE 7

Rockin’ the blues
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WHEN BAD THINGS HAPPEN
TO GOOD PEOPLE BECAUSE
OF THE CARELESSNESS OR
NEGLIGENCE OF OTHERS.

Free Consultation
Over $25 Million Recovered

• CATASTROPHIC PERSONAL INJURIES

• WRONGFUL DEATH

• MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS

• BICYCLE ACCIDENTS

• SPINAL CORD INJURIES

• TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURIES

• DOG BITES

• TRIP & FALLS

310.392.3055
www.lemlelaw.com

Robert Lemle

You Pay Nothing Until
Your Case Is Resolved

that the oldest legal Medical Marijuana
collective in the City of Los Angeles, 
California Alternative Caregivers, is located 
at 122 S. Lincoln Blvd. #204, in Venice, 
just 100 feet South of Santa Monica?

CALIFORNIA ALTERNATIVE CAREGIVERS - 122 S. LINCOLN BLVD. #204, VENICE

Did you know...

HE IS A 23-YEAR-OLD COLLEGE GRADUATE
preparing to go to law school. He is verbose,
awkward and intensely focused; the sort of
young man who will offer a 20-minute
response to “Hello.”He has Asperger syndrome.

She is a recluse living in a fantasy world of
her own creation, tied to her computer and
communicating in a mellifluous computer-
generated voice. She is autistic.

What could possibly go right?
“On the Spectrum,” by Ken LaZebnik, Is a

love story between two people on different
ends of the Autistic Disorder Spectrum and
the play’s presentation is yet another triumph
for the remarkable Fountain Theatre. “On the
Spectrum” is a brilliant, flawless masterpiece.

Mac, an amazing Dan Shaked, lives with
his mother (Jeanie Hackett) in an apartment
in New York City. Stiff and clumsy, with a
line of chatter that is a classic example of
TMI (Too Much Information), he is never-
theless charming and infinitely lovable.
Though he functions fairly well, his Asperger
syndrome shows itself in his naiveté and his
proclivity for taking all conversation literal-
ly. As he notes, he doesn’t “waste a lot of time
on emotions.”

Iris, an equally awesome Virginia
Newcomb, lives alone in an Otherworld that
she has invented for herself in Queens. Her
“Crystal Palace” in her imaginary forest is
inhabited with Tolkien-like creatures who
are her only friends. Her autism is severe; she
is Our Lady of Perpetual Twitches.

In an effort to find a job, Mac develops a
classified ad offering his services as a com-
puter graphic designer to which Iris
responds. She would like to illustrate her
magic world, and she captures his imagina-
tion with her unrestrained fancies. They
begin a conversation on their computers

that flashes back and forth on screens
behind them.

And here I must comment on the extraor-
dinary set. Disappointing at first sight, it con-
sists of what seems to be a hodgepodge of
empty overlapping wooden frames and a few
sticks of furniture. But thanks to the technical
wizardry of video designer Jeffrey Elias Teeter
and set designer John Iacovelli, the back-
ground becomes a world of its own. Her crys-
tal palace in the forest alternates with his
graphic moving train presented complete
with puffing smoke and the evocative sound
design of Peter Bayne. Full of fantasies drawn
in black and white, the background suddenly
bursts into vibrant color as the two corre-
spondents begin to fall in love. It’s an
enchanted moment.

The plot is straightforward and believ-
able, and Jeanie Hackett, though less flam-
boyant than Mac and Iris, is a perfect illus-
tration of a loving mother stretched for a
lifetime by unbearable burdens.

The three principals shine under the plu-
perfect direction of Jacqueline Schultz, the-
ater director, award-winning actress, and
educator who has worked with learning dis-
abled students for more than a dozen years.

This is a production that will take your
breath away. If you only have the opportu-
nity to get to one play this spring, On the
Spectrum is the one to see!

“On the Spectrum” will continue at the
Fountain Theatre, 5060 Fountain Ave. (at
Normandie), Los Angeles, Thursdays through
Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m.
through April 28. Call (323) 663-1525 or visit
www.FountainTheatre.com for tickets.

CCYYNNTTHHIIAA  CCIITTRROONN can be reached at
ccitron@socal.rr.com.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

SAN FRANCISCO YouTube says more than
1 billion people are now visiting its
online video site each month to watch
everything from zany clips of cute kittens
to sobering scenes of social unrest around
the world.

The milestone announced Wednesday
marks another step in YouTube’s evolution
from a quirky startup launched in 2005 to
one of the most influential forces in today’s

media landscape.
YouTube crossed the 1 billion threshold

five months after Facebook Inc. said its
online social network had reached that fig-
ure for the first time.

The vast audience has given YouTube’s
owner, Google Inc., another lucrative chan-
nel for selling online ads beyond its domi-
nant Internet search engine.

Google bought YouTube for $1.76 billion
in 2006 when the video site had an estimat-
ed 50 million users worldwide.

Ed Krieger editor@smdp.com
ACTION: Virginia Newcomb and Dan Shaked star in 'On the Spectrum.'

YouTube now serving
videos to a billion people 

Cynthia Citron Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Play Time

Fountain Theatre soars
with ‘On the Spectrum’
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BY JACK NEWORTH 
Special to the Daily Press 

“Silver Case,” winner of six L.A. Indies
Awards for 2012, opens Friday night at
Hollywood’s Arena Cinema, home to many
of L.A.’s groundbreaking independent
films.

Featuring longtime Santa Monica resi-
dent Seymour Cassel, a veteran of over 100
movies, “Silver Case” is billed as a comedic
gangster thriller. Written and directed by
Christian Filippella, “Silver Case” stars Eric
Roberts and two other actors with strong
ties to Santa Monica.

Versatile character actor Brad Light, the
villain in “Silver Case,” lives in Santa Monica
and is engaged to actress Rebecca Sigl, who’s
also in the movie. Brian Keith Gamble, one
of two thugs who temporarily have posses-
sion of the elusive silver case, is a physics
professor, teaching at Santa Monica College
for the past eight years. (Every gangster flick
has heavies, but how many have real-life
doctorates in physics?)

Cassel, 78, an icon in the Main Street area
where he has lived for the past 30 years, con-
tinues to work steadily in films and commer-
cials. Most known for his decades-long col-
laboration with the late actor and cinema
vérité director John Cassavetes, Cassel was
an Oscar nominee for his role in the 1968

Cassavetes classic, “Faces.”
Roberts has starred in such legendary

movies as “The Pope of Greenwich Village,”
“Star 80” and “Runaway Train,” for which he
was nominated for Best Actor in a
Supporting Role in 1985.

Arena Cinema is at 1625 N. Las Palmas
Ave. in Hollywood, (323) 306-0676,
www.arenascreen.com.

JJAACCKK can be reached at jnsmdp@aol.com.

JAPANESE ANIME, WESTERN VOICES
Opening this week at the Landmark

Theatres in West L.A. and expected to
open next week at Laemmle’s Monica 4-
Plex is a beautiful, simple and moving ani-
mated feature from G-Kids, distributors of
animated and youth-oriented films, called
“From Up on Poppy Hill.” It was produced
by Studio Ghibli, the Japanese production
house that created the popular “Spirited
Away.”

Made in the Japanese anime style, it has
been translated into English featuring a
who’s who of actors’ voices: Beau Bridges,
Chris Noth, Christina Hendricks, Gillian
Anderson, Jamie Lee Curtis, Bruce Dern are
just a few of the notables who bring these
gentle characters to life.

The story is a coming-of-age tale, featur-
ing the voice of Sarah Bolger as virtuous
Umi and Anton Yelchin as brave student
leader Shun, teenagers who find themselves
attracted to one another. Set in 1963
Yokohama during a period of optimistic
growth and renewal in post-World War II
Japan, the story revolves around Umi’s hope
that her father, lost at sea in the war, will
return; and Shun, who leads a movement to
save his beloved, but rundown, school club-
house from destruction.

Every day, Umi runs flags up the pole on
her home’s high hill to help guide her ship
pilot father home; when she receives a mys-
terious note, she thinks he really is coming
back to her. But it’s Shun who sent the note,
and their budding romance is in danger of
being torn apart when confusion arises
about whether they might actually be broth-
er and sister.

This is such a beautiful movie. You quick-
ly forget that you’re watching animation and
instead you’ll marvel at how engaging the
characters are as well as the near-photo-
graphic nature of the spectacular scenery,
from misty harbors to sun-drenched, richly

colored gardens and bustling cityscapes
evoked in painterly detail.

“From Up on Poppy Hill” was Japan’s
highest-grossing film in 2011, and won the
country’s highest honor for animation. It’s
clearly culturally Japanese: American anima-
tion focuses on superheroes, loud noises,
exaggerated action, cartoony characters and
even violence. There’s nothing of the sort in
this film. Even the protests the kids engage in
are seen as respectful.

I highly recommend “From Up on Poppy
Hill.” It’s a respite from all the shoot-em-ups
and even the artful, independent troubled
youth films that populate our movie the-
aters. Seek it out at The Landmark and call
Monica 4-Plex to find out when it runs in
Santa Monica.

LAST CHANCE
Don’t forget that tonight, March 21, at

Santa Monica’s YWCA, Santa Monica Rep
presents “Shine,” the storytelling series fea-
turing amateurs and professionals who share
true tales of positive change, specially
enhanced this time with live music.

Tonight’s theme is “storms” and the line-
up features Reagan Payne, an award-win-
ning published playwright who created the
now 5-year-old blog, TheGoodMuse.com,
which shares volunteer opportunities across
the Southland.

Also on the line up are Santa Monica
Malibu Unified School District Facilities
Manager (and teacher, actor, director and
clown) Carey Upton; award-winning screen-
writer, playwright and producer Arlene
Sarner (“Peggy Sue Got Married”) and
breast cancer survivor and activist Spike
Dolomite, among others.

Admission is by donation; more details at
www.storiesbloom.com. The YWCA is locat-
ed at 2019 Fourth St. in Santa Monica.

SSAARRAAHH  AA..  SSPPIITTZZ  is a former freelance arts pro-
ducer for NPR and former staff producer at pub-
lic radio station KCRW — Santa Monica. She has
also reviewed theatre for
LAOpeningNights.com.

WATCH
FROM PAGE 5

Photo courtesy Breaking Glass Pictures 
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Local actors yuck it up gangster style 

YOUR OPINION MATTERS! SEND YOUR LETTERS TO • Santa Monica Daily Press • Attn.
Editor: • 1640 5th Street, Suite 218 • Santa Monica, CA 90401 • editor@smdp.com



and Ralphs at Olympic and Cloverfield
boulevards.

They watched store patrons leave with
their purchases and documented the cus-
tomers’ gender, approximate age and, of
course, what kind of bag they used to carry
their groceries.

Some people gave them weird looks, or
came over to ask why the students were
standing outside of grocery stores, said
Angelina Hwang, co-captain of Team
Marine and a junior at Samohi.

“They were really interested in what we
were doing,” Hwang said.

The team members then crunched the
data and came out with the results.

The results were fairly consistent. Females
tended to use reusable bags more than men,
and reusable bag usage went up more at an
“eco-friendly” store compared to “normal”
stores.

Most surprising to Team Marine co-cap-
tain and senior Evie Cote was not the gender
of the bag users, but the age.

While older adults used plastic bags more
often than younger people in pre-ban Santa
Monica, they actually adapted better to
reusable bags than other age groups.

That was big news for Josephine Miller,
who spreads the word on reusable bags and
the ban for the Office of Sustainability and
the Environment.

She planned to spend much of this year

reaching out to seniors, but the students’
presentation before city officials and the
Santa Monica Task Force on the
Environment suggested her efforts might be
better spent with younger customers.

Teens and younger adults tended to walk
out of grocery stores carrying their purchas-
es in their hands, and showed the lowest per-
centage of reusable bag use amongst the four
age groups surveyed.

That points to people who may work but
not live in Santa Monica and stop by stores
to grab lunch, Miller said.

“I thought that 20 to 30 year olds would
be pretty on it, but there is a large communi-
ty that don’t live here that need to be educat-
ed on it,” Miller said.

She wouldn’t have known that without
the work of Team Marine. City officials don’t
have the resources to conduct so extensive a
survey, she said.

“Having those students go out was pretty
fantastic,” Miller said. “We appreciate the
work that they did.”

Before the ban, Santa Monicans and those
from outside the area who shopped in local
stores used 26 million single-use plastic bags
each year. They contributed to litter, green
house gas emissions and cost residents and
other taxpayers in clean-up and landfill fees.

Only 5 percent of plastic bags are actual-
ly recycled, according to the Office of
Sustainability and the Environment. Many
find their way into the ocean, where fish and
other wildlife mistake them for food.

Although Santa Monica’s efforts help,
there are still 19 billion bags used each year

in California, according to some statistics.
More and more cities, most recently
Huntington Beach, are jumping on board
with bans.

Such legislation can have negative conse-
quences as well, said Donna Dempsey, a
spokesperson for the American Progressive
Bag Alliance, a group of plastic bag manu-
facturers.

The plastic bag industry supports 1,900
jobs in California and 30,800 nationwide,
Dempsey said, and the products can be recy-
cled.

Although only 14.7 percent of bags and
film get recycled, according to the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency,
Americans tend to reuse plastic bags as
trashcan liners and for other household
uses, Dempsey said.

Reusable bags are no panacea, as they can
harbor dangerous bacteria if not properly
cleaned which result in illness, she said.

“We just want people to be informed.
When you have a ban, their choice is taken
away,” she said.

Supporters also hold that plastic bags
weigh less than paper bags and take up less
space, reducing greenhouse gas emissions
from trucks needed to deliver the products.

“There is a reason why 20 to 30 years ago
we switched from paper to plastic,” Dempsey
said.

You don’t see Team Marine making the
case for paper bags.

Approximately 3.5 million paper bags
were sold in the first year, according to the
Office of Sustainability and the

Environment, although the number sold
dropped 5.6 percent between the first and
second six months of that year.

“They’re better than plastic because they
are recycled, but they’re definitely not the
solution,” Cote said. “I think it would also be
helpful to have a ban on those eventually.”

ashley@smdp.com
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BAN
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Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
IN USE: Reusable bags have become a com-
mon sight since a ban on plastic bags began.

office (310) 458-7737
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SEE NEWS HAPPENING OR HAVE SOMETHING TO REPORT?



Ten trailers will also remain on a small
parcel connected to the property, although
unlike in the arrangement that went before
the City Council in December, it will remain
with the owner with the intention that it be
developed later into multi-family housing
rather than be donated to City Hall.

The park owner can close that mini-park
within 10 years, regardless of whether or not
people are still living on the site.

Other notable changes to the deal includ-
ed the conversion of 216 condominiums to
apartments and an increase in the number
of parking spaces built in the development
that would be available to those who do not
live in the apartments.

“I think this was a positive step,and we
look forward to the April 9 second reading,”
Luzzatto said.

It will be the second time that he’s been to
such a hearing.

The previous incarnation of the develop-
ment agreement, which had already been
fully approved by the City Council, was
reversed in December after Councilmember
Kevin McKeown made a motion to rescind it
until questions about affordable housing
requirements had been resolved.

With him were the two newest coun-
cilmembers, Ted Winterer and Tony
Vazquez, and Gleam Davis. Both Winterer
and Vazquez had just been sworn in that day,
leading Luzzatto to call the action unfair.

Although McKeown, Winterer and Vazquez
all voted against the agreement Tuesday night,
Davis changed her vote to a “yes” with the
explanation that the change had nothing to do
with a pending lawsuit filed by Luzzatto.

“This has been a difficult road. My issue

when we addressed this in December was
affordable housing. Those concerns have
been met,” she said.

Both McKeown and Winterer continued
to object to the agreement, in part because
they felt that the developer had brought back
a substantially worse deal than had been
rescinded in December. They pointed to the
loss of the remaining trailer park parcel —
which could have been used by City Hall to
develop additional affordable units — and
that the affordable housing units in the deal
remained far less than the 109 rent-con-
trolled trailer park pads that would be lost.

“The residual parcel is a disaster,”
Winterer said. “We’ll be keeping people there
knowing that five to 10 years hence we’ll be
making them go through this all over again?”

Vazquez did not formally state his objec-
tions before the vote, although he seemed
upset that Luzzatto would not agree in
advance to a structured local hiring agree-
ment, which the City Council directed staff
to examine following the four-hour Village
Trailer Park hearing.

Luzzatto has already agreed to a local hir-
ing provision as part of the development
agreement and said he would be open to
strengthening it, but could not agree in
advance to a plan that did not yet exist.

Still, efforts persist to preserve the park.
Resident and former Rent Control attor-

ney Brenda Barnes filed a $1 billion claim
against City Hall alleging that the City
Council granted Luzzatto the development
agreement with the intention of fattening
municipal coffers.

The damages include $59 million claimed
immediately and an extra $1 billion in esti-
mated future costs with the note “constitu-
tional rights — priceless.”

ashley@smdp.com
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Malibu Golf Club is a privately owned 

golf course which extends open play to the public. 

Situated high above Malibu in the picturesque 

Santa Monica Mountains, with various sloping 

topography, this course is one of the 

most beautiful in Los Angeles.

$55
($20 discount from reg. rates) 

Mon-Thurs until April 30th, 2013

Santa Monica Daily Press Deal

OPEN 7 days a week.

GREEN FEES: Monday-Thursday $75 w/cart 

GREEN FEES: Friday-Sunday $100 w/cart 

(818) 889-6680
www.themalibugolfclub.com

901 ENCINAL CANYON ROAD | MALIBU, CA

18 holes
w/cart

Bundle auto,
home and life for
big State Farm®

discounts.
So let me show you 
how State Farm can help
protect all the things that
matter most – for a lot 
less than you think.

GET TO A 
BETTER STATE.®

CALL ME TODAY.

EMAIL: dave@dr4insurance.com

APPROVAL
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Courtesy rendering
FUTURE: This rendering depicts a development proposed for the Village Trailer Park site.
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city manager, police chief, City Council
members and others. The former city man-
ager and his assistant are expected to face
trial on similar charges later this year.

Former Bell Mayor Oscar Hernandez and
onetime City Council members Teresa
Jacobo, George Mirabal, George Cole and
Victor Bello were convicted Wednesday of
misappropriating public funds.

Former Councilman Luis Artiga was
acquitted of all charges. The pastor of Bell
Community Church broke down in tears
and pointed heavenward as the not guilty
verdicts were read.

“I said, ‘Thank you, Lord,’” a beaming
Artiga, surrounded by his wife and four chil-
dren, said outside court. “I never lost faith. I
knew it, I just knew it.”

After the four-week trial, the other defen-
dants were convicted of illegally taking
money for sitting on Bell’s Solid Waste and
Recycling Authority, an entity they could not
prove had been legally established or did any
work. Artiga was not on the City Council
when it was created.

Records showed it met only one time
between 2006 and 2010.

After the verdicts were read, the jury fore-
man told Judge Kathleen Kennedy the panel
was deadlocked 9-3 on the other charges,
which involved their paid service on other,
similar boards that prosecutors said were
created for no purpose other than to inflate
their salaries.

When four jurors told her they still
believed a verdict on those charges was pos-
sible, she ordered them to continue deliber-
ations. They were to meet again Thursday.

At the heart of the case is whether the six
officials broke the law by paying themselves
annual salaries of up to $100,000 to govern
only part-time in the city of 36,000 people
where one in four residents live below the
poverty line.

An audit by the state controller’s office
found the city had illegally raised property
taxes, business license fees and other sources
of revenue to pay the salaries. The office
ordered the money repaid, which for a time
put Bell in danger of filing for bankruptcy.

The defendants, many of whom took the
witness stand during the trial, insisted they
earned their salaries by working around the
clock to help residents. Their lawyers blamed
Bell’s disgraced former city manager, Robert
Rizzo, for creating the fiscal mess.

City records have revealed that Rizzo had

an annual salary and compensation package
worth $1.5 million, making him one of the
highest paid administrators in the country.

His salary alone was about $800,000 a
year — double that of the president of the
United States.

To fund salaries of officials, Rizzo master-
minded a scheme to loot Bell’s treasury of
$5.5 million, prosecutors said.

Witnesses at the trial of the former coun-
cil members depicted Rizzo as a micro-man-
ager who convinced the city’s elected offi-
cials that they too deserved huge salaries.

He was said to have manipulated council
members into signing major financial docu-
ments, particularly Hernandez who does not
read English and, according to his lawyer,
was often unaware of what he was signing.

After the scandal was disclosed, thou-
sands of Bell residents protested at City
Council meetings and staged a successful
recall election to throw out the entire coun-
cil and elect new leaders.

Current Mayor Ali Saleh, a leader of the
recall, hailed the guilty verdicts on
Wednesday but said residents won’t be truly
satisfied until Rizzo and Spaccia are tried.

“Our community will rest when the legal
process has come full circle and justice has
been served,” he said.

Hernandez, whose family members wept
after the verdicts, was convicted of five
counts of misappropriating public funds, as
were Jacobo and Mirabal. Bello was convict-
ed of four of the same charges and Cole of
two.

Prosecutors declined to comment on
possible sentences for the defendants until
all the charges have been resolved.

Prosecutors brought an extensive, com-
plicated case against all six defendants.

The jury had deliberated since Feb. 28
after one member of a previous panel was
replaced and the judge told the reconstituted
group of 12 to start over.

The defendants’ lawyers told jurors their
clients had no idea what Rizzo was doing or
that what they were doing was illegal.

Jacobo testified that when Rizzo told her
that he was increasing her salary enough that
she could quit her job selling real estate, she
asked the former city attorney if that was
legal and he assured her it was.

Hernandez’s lawyer said the once popular
mayor, who ran a small grocery store in Bell,
was unschooled and not one who under-
stood the city’s finances.

“We elect people who have a good heart.
Someone who can listen to your problems
and look you in the eye,” attorney Stanley
Friedman had told jurors.
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Santa Monica Recycling Center
2411 Delaware Avenue in Santa Monica

(310) 453-9677

Aluminum Cans
$1.80 per pound

with this coupon expires 3-31-13

1820 WILSHIRE BLVD., SANTA MONICA, CA 90403

P: 310.264.3800 |  F: 310.264.3804

Your Neighborhood 
Compounding Pharmacy 
& So Much More!
All Your Prescription Needs • Hormone Pro-Aging • Pet Meds

Holistic Herbal Medicine • Medicinal Tea/Boba & Coffee Bar

Medical Weight Loss • Free Delivery

Broadway
Wine & Spirits

(310) 394-8257
1011 Broadway | Santa Monica, CA 90401

Miller lite 18pk ..................................................$11.99+ tx

coors light 18pk ..................................................$11.99+ tx

moose head 12pk ..................................................$11.99+ tx

stella 12pk ................................................$13.99+ tx

Dechutes brewery 6pk ..................................................$5.99+ tx
(all varietals)

March
madness
beer specials!

BELL
FROM PAGE 3

Davis, Calif. last Saturday to repeat as state
champions.

The team defeated Camarillo in the semi-
final to reach the title game.

The Extra Team has been winning tour-
naments all season en route to their victory
at the state championship.

The team features many of the same play-
ers from last year’s winning side. A total of
six players returned to pull off the repeat.

ST. MONICA SOCCER PLACES 
TWO ON ALL-CIF TEAM

St. Monica senior defender Julia
Gomez and junior forward Sasha Meyer
were named to the 2012-13 Girls Soccer
All CIF Southern Section Division 7 first
team.

The pair helped lead St. Monica to a 18-
4-1 record and an appearance in the third
round of the playoffs where they were elimi-
nated by University Prep.

daniela@smdp.com

ROUNDUP
FROM PAGE 3
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Surf Forecasts Water Temp: 57.2°

THURSDAY – POOR TO FAIR – SURF: 1-3 ft ankle to waist high
New SSW swell starts to build largest late with some larger sets then.
Minimal WNW mixes in for select spots; westerly PM winds 

FRIDAY – POOR – SURF: 2-3 ft thigh to chest high occ. 4ft
SSW swell tops out as small WNW continues; light AM wind 

S U R F R E P O R T

PLATINUM PROPERTIES & FINANCE

Find out what your property is
worth and leave it to me to
move it in 90 days or less.

jgmrealestate@aol.com (310) 663-1784

John Moudakis – REAL ESTATE & RESTAURANT ACQUISITIONS
DRE # 01833441

2801 ARMACOST ,WEST LA 

MARTIN CRUTSINGER
AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON The Federal Reserve isn't yet
convinced that the U.S. economy's growth
can accelerate without the Fed's drive to
keep borrowing costs at record lows. It wants
to see sustained improvement.

That was the message Fed officials sent
Wednesday, when they reinforced their plan
to keep short-term interest rates at record
lows at least until unemployment falls to 6.5
percent.

An unemployment rate of 6.5 percent is a
threshold, not a "trigger," for a possible rate
increase, Chairman Ben Bernanke said at a
news conference.

"We are seeing improvement," he said.
"One thing we would need is to see this is
not temporary improvement."

The Fed will continue buying $85 billion
a month in bonds indefinitely to keep long-
term borrowing costs down. Bernanke said
the Fed might vary the size of its monthly
purchases depending on whether or how
much the job market improves. The unem-
ployment rate has fallen to a four-year low of
7.7 percent, among many signs of a healthi-
er economy.

Investors seemed pleased with the Fed's
decision to maintain its low-interest rate
policies indefinitely for now. The Dow Jones
industrial average close up about 56 points,
having risen slightly after the Fed's state-
ment was released at 2 p.m. EDT.

The Fed's statement took note of the
global stresses that have been intensified by
the turmoil in Cyprus, which is trying to
stave off financial ruin. No longer does the
Fed statement say, as it did in January, that
"strains in global financial markets have
eased somewhat."

Bernanke was asked at his news conference
whether the flare-up in Cyprus signals that
the U.S. financial system might be more vul-
nerable than bank "stress tests" have shown.
He sought to downplay the dangers posed by
the tiny Mediterranean nation. Bernanke said
that "at this point," he sees no major risks to
the U.S. financial system or economy.

The Fed noted in its statement that the
U.S. job market has improved, consumer
spending and business investment have
increased and the housing market has
strengthened. But its latest economic fore-
casts, also released Wednesday, show that the
Fed still doesn't expect unemployment to
reach 6.5 percent until 2015.

The Fed also cautioned that government
spending cuts and tax increases could slow
the economy. It predicts that growth won't
exceed 2.8 percent this year, slightly lower
than its December forecast of 3 percent.

A total of 13 Fed officials still think the
first rate increase won't occur until 2015, the
same number that thought so in December.
One Fed official thinks the first boost in the
short-term lending rate won't occur until
2016.

The statement was approved on an 11-1
vote. Esther George, president of the Kansas
City regional Fed bank, dissented for a sec-
ond straight meeting. She reiterated her con-
cerns that the Fed's aggressive stimulus
could heighten the risk of inflation and
financial instability — a concern shared by
other critics.

Some economists say they fear the Fed
has pumped so much money into the finan-
cial system that it could eventually ignite
inflation, fuel speculative asset bubbles or
destabilize markets once the Fed has to start
raising rates or unloading its record $3 tril-
lion investment portfolio.

And while the Fed's low interest-rate
policies are intended to boost borrowing,
spending and stock prices, they also hurt
millions of retirees and others who depend
on income from savings.

"Things are not going to get better for
savers," said Greg McBride, senior financial
analyst at Bankrate.com. "Rates are going to
stay low for borrowers, and the Fed's accom-
modation will continue to be a positive for
the stock market. Right now, the market is
addicted to Fed stimulus."

Jim O'Sullivan, chief U.S. economist at
High Frequency Economics, said the Fed
appears focused on "whether recent improve-
ment continues, and no changes to the
(bond) purchase program appear imminent."

But O'Sullivan said he thinks the Fed
might scale back its bond purchases in the
second half of this year if job growth contin-
ues to accelerate.

Brian Bethune, an economics professor at
Gordon College in Wenham, Mass., said the
Fed's first move might be to reduce its
monthly bond purchases in the October-
December quarter of this year and again in
the first quarter of 2014. Reducing the Fed's
bond purchases would likely cause interest
rates to rise, making loans more expensive,
and possibly cause stock prices to fall.

The economy slowed to an annual
growth rate of just 0.1 percent in the
October-December quarter, a near-stall that
was due mainly to temporary factors that
have largely faded. Economists think growth
has rebounded in the January-March quar-
ter to an annual rate around 2 percent or
more. The most recent data support that
view.

Americans spent more at retailers in
February despite higher Social Security taxes
that shrank most workers' paychecks.
Manufacturing gained solidly in February.
And employers have gone on a four-month
hiring spree, adding an average of 205,000
jobs a month. In February, the unemploy-
ment rate, though still high, reached its low-
est point since December 2008.

One reason for the Fed's reluctance to
reduce its stimulus is the history of the past
three years. In each of the three, economic
prospects looked promising as the year
began. Yet in each case, the economy stum-
bled.

Fed stands by stimulus, sees
stronger U.S. economy ahead 
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The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

Strange Brew

Dogs of C-Kennel By Mick and Mason Mastroianni

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ Your immediate circle might be con-
fused by your recent temper and rough edges.
With the planet of love entering your sign, you
will express more softness and caring. Tonight:
Make a gesture to keep the peace.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★ You express yourself without hesita-
tion or thought. Do notice a tendency to per-
sonalize what others are saying, and avoid
making mountains out of mole hills. You easily
might take a comment the wrong way.  Tonight:
Speak your mind.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★ Listen to news carefully, as it likely will
have relevance to you. You will discover a dif-
ferent path to the same point. Listen to your
sixth sense on this matter. A loved one feeds
you a lot of information.  Tonight: Treat a friend
to dinner.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★ A compliment could make your day.
You might not be yourself right now, and others
could be wondering what is going on with you.
Investigate a new possibility with care, and be
willing to accept responsibility if the option
interests you. Tonight: It is your call.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★ Don't worry if you feel as if you are
dragging your feet and have no energy. This,
too, will pass. A call from someone at a dis-
tance might surprise you. Thoughts about a
future visit and perhaps a more interesting
situation come forward. Tonight: Get some
much-needed sleep.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★★ You might want to head in a new
direction. Your concerns about what responsi-
bilities you can pass on in order to lighten your
load will be significant. Tonight: A partner lets
you know how much he or she cares. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★ Someone looks to you as a person
who can be counted on. You could discover
how interested you are in how this person
handles him- or herself. If you are attached,
your partner will capture your attention.
Realize what is happening. Tonight: A force
to be dealt with.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★ What starts as a challenge could end
in a different type of scenario that might sur-
prise you. Knowing what it is you seek and
heading in that exact direction will make a big
difference. Do not settle, even if someone is
pushy. Tonight: Sort through invitations.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★ You are a sign that is known to be cre-
ative. Today, you'll revel in others' acknowledg-
ment of your originality.  If you are single, you
could meet someone quite unique. The love
temperature heats up, no matter what your
status is. Tonight: Start the weekend early.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★ Know that you do make a difference,
no matter how you look at a personal matter.
You might be considering an investment that
seems too good to be true. If this deal
involves your family, you are more likely to be
successful. Tonight: Invite a special person
over.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★ You express yourself with a precision
that is quite unique. How you feel when in the
company of others adds to your desirability.
Who can resist someone with an ear-to-ear
grin?  Tonight: Ask, and you shall receive. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★ Listen to your inner voice about a pur-
chase; otherwise, you could go a bit overboard.
You have no idea how much your attention is
appreciated.  Tonight: Your treat.

This year you are sensitive yet assertive. You often experience
conflicts regarding what you want to do and what you should
do. Remember, the word "should" carries with it a moral obli-
gation. Learn which voice guides you toward the right path and
brings the best results. If you are single, you will attract quite a list of suitors. Have fun choosing. If you are
attached, your domestic life is key to every other part of your existence. CANCER can and will drag you
down. Handle this association with care.

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

TThhuurrssddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  2211,,  22001133

By John DeeringSpeed Bump By Dave Coverly

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(310) 260-1528

Bicycle Thieves (Ladri di biciclette) (NR) 1hr 30min
7:30pm

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street Promenade
(888) 262-4386

Life of Pi 3D (PG) 2hrs 06min 
1:10pm, 4:05pm, 7:00pm, 10:00pm 

Argo (R) 2hrs 00min 
1:25pm, 7:15pm 

21 and Over (R) 1hr 33min 
2:25pm, 4:50pm, 7:25pm, 9:50pm 

Safe Haven (PG-13) 1hr 55min 
4:15pm, 10:10pm 

Girl (PG-13) 1hr 34min 
1:55pm, 4:25pm, 6:50pm, 9:35pm

AMC 7 Santa Monica 
1310 Third St.
(310) 451-9440

Jack the Giant Slayer (PG-13) 1hr 54min 
11:30am, 5:15pm 

Jack the Giant Slayer 3D (PG-13) 1hr 54min 
2:30pm, 8:00pm, 11:00pm 

Warm Bodies (PG-13) 1hr 37min 
2:00pm, 7:45pm 

Identity Thief (R) 1hr 51min 
4:50pm, 7:30pm, 10:30pm 

Identity Thief (R) 1hr 51min 
12:45pm 

Oz The Great and Powerful in 3D (PG) 2hrs 07min 
11:40am, 2:45pm, 3:30pm, 6:40pm, 9:50pm 

Snitch (PG-13) 1hr 52min 
11:20am, 4:25pm, 10:20pm 

Incredible Burt Wonderstone (PG-13) 1hr 40min 
5:45pm, 8:15pm, 10:45pm 

Incredible Burt Wonderstone (PG-13) 1hr 40min 
11:50am, 2:20pm 

Call (R) 1hr 35min 
11:25am, 12:30pm, 2:10pm, 3:05pm, 4:35pm, 5:35pm,
7:00pm, 8:00pm, 9:30pm, 10:30pm

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex
1332 Second St.
(310) 478-3836 

Gatekeepers (Shomerei Ha'saf) (PG-13) 1hr 35min 
7:10pm, 9:40pm 

Quartet (PG-13) 1hr 37min 
1:50pm, 4:40pm, 7:30pm, 10:00pm 

Reincarnated (R) 1hr 38min 
1:50pm, 4:40pm, 7:20pm, 9:55pm 

Emperor (PG-13) 1hr 38min 
1:30pm, 4:10pm, 7:00pm, 9:40pm

AMC Criterion 6 
1313 Third St.
(310) 395-7910

Oz The Great and Powerful (PG) 2hrs 07min 
11:15am, 2:10pm, 4:15pm, 7:20pm, 10:30pm 

Silver Linings Playbook (R) 2hrs 00min 
12:30pm, 3:30pm, 6:45pm, 9:45pm 

Side Effects (R) 1hr 46min 
11:35am, 2:20pm, 5:00pm, 7:35pm, 10:15pm 

Stoker (R) 1hr 38min 
11:25am, 2:00pm, 4:30pm, 7:00pm, 9:35pm 

Dead Man Down (R) 1hr 50min 
11:45am, 2:30pm, 5:10pm, 7:55pm, 10:35pm 

Incredible Burt Wonderstone (PG-13) 1hr 40min 
11:20am, 1:45pm, 5:20pm, 7:45pm, 10:20pm

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES

Happy Birthday
Kibs Limo: Former Daily Press intern, big time Laker fan

Christine Padilla: Former Samohi athlete

Aimee Benavides: Daily Press reader

START THE WEEKEND EARLY, SAG
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■ A frequent sight on Soweto,
South Africa, streets recently is
crowds of 12-to-15-year-old boys
known as "izikhotane" ("boasters")
who hang out in their designer
jeans, "shimmering silk shirts,
bright pink and blue shoes, and
white-straw, narrow-brimmed fedo-
ras," according to a February BBC
News dispatch. Flashing wads of
cash begged from beleaguered par-
ents, hundreds may amass, playing
loud music and sometimes even
trashing their fancy clothes as if to
feign an indifference to wealth.
Since many izikhotanes' families are
working-class survivors of
apartheid, they are mostly ashamed
of their kids' behavior. "This isn't
what we struggled for," lamented
one parent. But, protested a peer-
pressured boaster, "(Y)ou must
dress like this, even if you live in a
shack."
■ Yet Another Fatwa: Saudi cleric
Sheikh Abdullah Daoud, in an inter-
view in February on al-Majd TV,
decreed that female babies should
wear full-face veils (burkas) to help
shield them from sexual advances.
(According to a former judge at the
Saudi Board of Grievances, Saudi
authorities have issued standards
for fatwas, thus urging people to
ignore "unregulated" ones such as
Skeikh Daoud's.)

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

pprriimmaavveerraall  \\  pprraahhyy--mmuuhh--VVEEEERR--uuhhll
\\    ,,  aaddjjeeccttiivvee;;
1. of, in, or pertaining to the early
springtime: primaveral longings
to sail around the world.

WORD UP!

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

King Features Syndicate

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving
Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure
out which numbers are missing.
Then, based on the other numbers in
the row and column of each blank
cell, find which of the missing num-
bers will work. Eliminating numbers
will eventually lead you to the
answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

1925– Syngman Rhee is
removed from office

after being impeached as the
President of the Provisional
Government of the Republic of
Korea.

1928– Charles Lindbergh is
presented with the

Medal of Honor for the first solo
trans-Atlantic flight.

1937– Ponce Massacre: 18
people and a 7-year-old

girl in Ponce, Puerto Rico, are
gunned down by a police squad
acting under orders of US-appoint-
ed Governor, Blanton C. Winship.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Draw Date: 3/19

3  6  14  21  37
Meganumber: 35
Jackpot: $20M

Draw Date: 3/16

14  23  28  30  35
Meganumber: 24
Jackpot: $10M

Draw Date: 3/20

2  4  6  24  30

Draw Date: 3/20

MIDDAY: 9 1 6
EVENING: 9 7 3

Draw Date: 3/20

1st: 10 Solid Gold
2nd: 01 Gold Rush
3rd: 04 Big Ben
RACE TIME: 1:46.63

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy
of the winning number information, mistakes can
occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will
prevail. Complete game information and prize
claiming instructions are available at California
Lottery retailers. Visit the California State Lottery
web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

MYSTERY PHOTO Daniel Archuleta  daniela@smdp.com
The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the
Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com. Send your mystery photos to 
editor@smdp.com to be used in future issues. 



THURSDAY, MARCH 21, 2013Visit us online at smdp.com 15

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $7.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 30¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display
ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$750 per day. Up to 15 words, 30 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Adoption

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING
ADOPTION?  You choose from
f a m i -
lies nationwide.  LIVING
EXPENSES PAID.  Abby's One
True Gift 
Adoptions.  866-413-6292,
24/7 Void/Illinois/New Mexico  

ARE YOU PREGNANT?
Childless successful woman
seeks to 
adopt.  Hands-on mom w/flexi-
ble schedule. Large extended
f a m -
ily w/adopted relatives.
Financial security.  Expenses
paid.  Emily 
& Adam.  1-800-790-5260.  

Autos Wanted
TOP CASH FOR CARS,   Any
Car/Truck, Running or Not. Call
f o r
INSTANT offer: 1-800-454-
6951  

Electronics

Direct To Home Satellite TV
$19.99/mo. Free Installation
F R E E
HD/DVR Upgrade Credit/Debit
Card Req. Call 1-800-795-
3579

Financial

$500.00 UNTIL PAYDAY! Bad
Credit? No Problem! Call Today
- 
Cash Tomorrow! It's Fast! 1-
888-832-0653

Miscellaneous

SAVE on Cable TV-Internet-
Digital Phone-Satellite. You`ve
Got A 
Choice! Options from ALL
major service providers. Call us
to learn 
more! CALL Today. 1-800-682-
0802  

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE
from Home.  *Medical,
* B u s i n e s s ,
*Criminal Justice, *Hospitality.
Job placement assistance.
C o m -
puter available. Financial Aid if
qualified. SCHEV Authorized 
8 0 0 - 4 9 4 - 3 5 8 6
www.CenturaOnline.com

CASH FOR CARS,   Any Make
or Model! Free Towing.   Sell it
T O -
DAY. Instant offer: 1-800-864-
5784  

Highspeed Internet EVERY-
WHERE By Satellite! Speeds
up to 
12mbps! (200x faster than
dial-up.) Starting at
$ 4 9 . 9 5 / m o .
CALL NOW & GO FAST! 1-800-
357-0727

Meet singles right now! No paid
operators, just real people like 
you. Browse greetings,
exchange messages and con-
nect live. 
Try it free. Call now 1-888-
909-9905  

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here
- Become an Aviation Mainte-
nance Tech. FAA approved
training. Financial aid if quali-
fied - 
Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 
(866)453-6204 

DISH Network. Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12 mos.) &
H i g h
Speed Internet starting at
$14.95/month (where avail-
a b l e . )
SAVE! Ask About SAME DAY
Installation! CALL Now! 1- 
800-309-1452    

Real Estate

America's Best Buy! 20 Acres-
Only $99/mo! $0-Down, No
C r e d i t
Checks, MONEY BACK GUAR-
ANTEE, Owner Financing. West 
Texas, Beautiful Mountain
Views! Free Color Brochure, 
1-800-755-8953 www.sunse-
tranches.com

Wanted to Buy

CASH PAID- up to $28/Box for
unexpired, sealed DIABETIC
T E S T
STRIPS. 1-DAY PAYMENT. 1-
800-371-1136

Wants to purchase minerals
and other oil and gas interests.
S e n d
details to P.O. Box 13557
Denver, Co. 80201

Beauty
HAIRSTYLIST AND MANICURE station for 
rent Santa Monica. PT/FT 
(310) 449-1923

Employment
Taxi drivers needed. Age 23 or older, 
H-6 DMV report required. Independent 
Contractor Call 310-566-3300

COMMISSION SALES Position selling our 
messenger services. Generous on-going 
commission. Work from home. To in-
quire further please email 
bsberkowitz@aol.com or call 
310-748-8019.  Ask for Barry.

ATTENTION LEGAL SECRETARIES, LE-
GAL AIDES, PARALEGALS, LAW OFFICE 
MANAGERS AND STAFF
Great opportunity for extra income 
through referrals. We are a legal docu-
ment courier service looking to expand 
our business and pay top referral fees 
for new accounts set up at area law of-
fices, to inquire further, please email 
bsberkowitz@aol.com or call 
310-748-8019

For Rent
BEST LOCATION. Adjacent Santa Monica 
One bedroom one bath WLA upper unit 
Rent is $1295. Location: 2606 South 
Sepulveda Blvd. 310-666-8360

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310)869-7901

2125 Stewart St. Pet Friendly. 
1Bd/1Bth. Lower unit with hardwood 
floors in park like settings. $1,595.00

2107 Oak St. Pet Friendly. Top floor 
remodeled unit with hardwood floors 
and large private one car garage. No 
walls shared, no tenants above/be-

low. $2,650.00

12909 Ferndale Ave. in Mar Vista. Two 
story 2440 sq ft modern home. Cen-
tral Air, Stainless Steel appliances, 

Granite Counter-Tops, 2 car attached 
garage. $4,300.00

WE HAVE MORE VACANCIES ON THE 
WESTSIDE. MOST BUILDINGS PET 

FRIENDLY.

www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

Services
MEALS ON WHEELS WEST(Santa Monica, 
Pac.Pal, Malibu, Marina del Rey, To-
panga)Urgently needed volunteers/driv-
ers/assistants to deliver meals to the 
homebound in our community M-F from 
10:30am to 1pm. Please help us feed 
the hungry.

WALSH CONSTRUCTION is interested in 
receiving your proposal for the “Expo 
Rail Operations & Maintenance Facility, 
Santa Monica, CA” by 12:00 PM PST on 
April 1, 2013. This project has SBE sub-
contracting goals. Certified SBEs are 
especially encouraged to participate . 
Interested subcontractors contact An-
gelo (sbdevelopment@walshgroup.com) 
for qualification instructions. Project 
description: The project is a Light Rail 
Vehicle (LRV) operation & maintenance 
facility (approx $90 MIL).Thi s project 
will have a PLA and will require P&P 
Bonds for subcontracts greater than 
$250K. 

WALSH CONSTRUCTION
an Equal Opportunity Employer

Services

Handyman

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

SPECIALISTS IN ALL 
DAMAGE REPAIR

“EXPERT IN GREEN CONCEPTS”
Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

LI
C

# 
88

87
36

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Experience 
Tranquility & Freedom from Stress 
through Nurturing & Caring touch in a 
total healing environment. Lynda, LMT: 
310-749-0621

$7.50 A DAY LINER ADS! 
F o r  t h e  f i r s t  1 5  w o rd s .
CALL TODAY (310) 458-7737

SALES POSITION
Do you know people who need printing?
We're seeking a driven and determined
sales person to land new accounts for
Printing Company in Santa Monica. Job
will include finding, contacting, and fol-
lowing up with potential clients.
Experience required. Must be quick
learner with great speaking skills. Salary
is commission based. LAND MORE
ACCOUNTS= MAKE MORE MONEY. Sky is
the limit. Work is part-time. Put in only
the time you need to get the job done.
Please e-mail resume 
and questions to gray@peprinting.com. 
Serious inquiries only!

HELP AT STAND UP 
PADDLE BOARD COMPANY
Los Angeles’ top Stand Up Paddle Board
company is looking for someone to help
out on Wednesdays and weekends. We
are located at Mother’s Beach in Marina
Del Rey. The job will include inventory
maintenance, scheduling, cleaning,
helping guests, etc. You will work on the
beach and pay is $8. Please call 310-
945-8350 for more info.

RUN YOUR
DBAs IN THE 
DAILY PRESS
FOR ONLY
$45
PUBLISH YOUR ALREADY
FILED DBA AND FILE A

PROOF OF PUBLICATION

(310) 458-7737
www.smdp.com/dba

Call us
today!

A child is calling for help.

SIGN UP TO GET FREE

AMBER ALERTS

ON YOUR CELL PHONE.

wirelessamberalerts.org
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