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Local runners log impressive times
in the Los Angeles Marathon

MATTHEW HALL
Daily Press Editor

Nearly 24,000 runners traveled
the 26.2-mile course of the Los
Angeles Marathon this weekend
and near the front of the pack
were Santa Monicans Samuel
Bradbury and Ingrid Walters.

Bradbury, 37, finished the
race in 2 hours 29 minutes and
56 seconds taking third in the
amateur bracket. At a pace of
about a 5.8-minute mile, his
time would have placed him in
the top ten for the Professional
division. Walters, 46, clocked in

GABY SELLS YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD!

GABY [HIITT]

GABY & ASSOCIATES

310.291.5800
WHERE EXPERIENCE ’A‘
(Y

DOES MAKE
A DIFFERENCE!

LOb AR
MARATHON

at 2 hours 55 minutes and 28
seconds, taking first place in her
division and fast enough to
rank 14th if she’d been part of
the Professional group.

Bradbury said his training
regime is as much mental as it
is physical.

“Honestly, I simply do the
same thing as the hundreds of
others early every morning ...
running on the Santa Monica
beach path and beyond,” he
said. “Of course when I have a
race on the books I dial the time
and distance up. But I've found
that when you just commit to

YOUR SANTA MONICA LUXURY REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST

BJORN FARRUGIA

CALBRE# 01864250

|~"-| HILTOM & HYLAND

BJORNFARRUGIA.COM
424.253.5489

Matthew Hall and Courtesy photos

WINNERS: Samuel Bradbury and Ingrid Walters were the fastest Santa Monicans during the 2018 Los Angeles Marathon.

having fitness as a part of your
everyday life without letting it
interfere with other work/life
priorities ... momentum only
builds in every area especially
with support from friends and
family. Your mindset plays a
much bigger role than most
people expect. And the beauti-
ful surrounding here in Santa
Monica certainly helps as well.”

Bradbury began running as
an adult post-college. He has
completed more than 20
marathons and began running

SEE MARATHON PAGE 6

Rent Control
Board will hold
public hearing
on surcharges

Thursday

KATE CAGLE

Santa Monica Daily Press

Renters, property owners, and
other stakeholders will have a
chance to argue who should have
to pay tax-based surcharges on
rent-controlled apartment build-
ings on Thursday when the Rent
Control Board (RCB) holds a hear-
ing on the subject. The Board will
deliberate at the hearing and likely
move staff to come back with a
proposed regulation in April.

The RCB is specifically looking
to hear from the public on solu-
tions to an unintended conse-
quence of Proposition 13: large tax

SEE SURCHARGES PAGE 7

Victims' families
urge California
to end qun
investments

BY KATHLEEN RONAYNE

Associated Press

Families of mass shooting vic-
tims and others called Monday for
the nation's largest public pension
fund to stop investing in companies
that sell assault weapons and devices
that allow guns to fire more rapidly.

“Divesting in these companies
that sell these weapons will send a
clear message that the thoughts
and prayers that are sent when
these tragedies occur are not
enough — the state of California is
demanding change,” said Renee

SEE GUNS PAGE 11
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Paul Sand’'s Santa Monica Public Theatre and the Santa Monica Pier
Corporation present the world premiere of the James Harris play

AN
ILLEGAL o [RRI

Theatre dn.the
Merry Go-Round

“Run out right now - do not
miss it... Outstanding actors
Irish Giron and Sol Mason”

"Immediate, up close and visceral.”

Tickets @ Eventbrite OR PaulSandProjects.com
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Discover Club 1527 for Adults 50+

Leveraging over 12
years of experience.

IMMIGRATION LAW

B Citizenship

Member Benefits include exercise
classes, creative arts, fun and
educational excursions and personal
growth and development. Join today!

B Employment-based
visas (H-1B, L-1, J-1,
H-3, 0-1, P, R, etc.)

% / catamlaw.com

WISE & Healthy Living M Green card

(employment-based

For information, please call:

(310) 857-1527

What's Up

1527 4th St., 1st Floor e Santa Monica
www.wiseandhealthyaging.org

A program of WISE & Healthy Aging, a nonprofit social services organization.

Westside

OUT AND ABOUT IN SANTA MONICA

Tuesday, March 20

2018 Julia Morgan Talk -
Women in Art,

Design and Society

In honor of Women's History Month
and the pioneering work of Beach
House architect Julia Morgan,
Beach=Culture presents an annual
discussion on women in public prac-
tice. Annenberg Community Beach
House, 415 PCH. 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Gentle Yoga at Fairview

In a class that is safe for seniors and
beginners, as well as relaxing and
stress-releasing for pros, veteran
instructor Raghavan gquides you
through a gentle session of yoga and
meditation. Fairview Branch Library,
2101 Ocean Park Blvd. 6:30 p.m.

Tinker Tuesdays: LEGO
Building Challenge

A friendly, timed competition to see
who can build the highest LEGO tower.
Free giveaways.

Fairview Branch Library, 2101 Ocean
Park Blvd. 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Wednesday, March 21

Santa Monica Certified
Farmer's Market
(Downtown)

The Wednesday Farmers Market is
widely recognized as one of the
largest and most diverse grower-
only CFM's in the nation. Some nine
thousands food shoppers, and many
of Los Angeles' best known chefs
and restaurants, are keyed to the
seasonal rhythms of the weekly
Wednesday Market. Downtown. 8:30
a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

The Commission for the
Senior Community Regular
Meeting

Santa Monica's Commission for the
Senior Community focuses on pre-
serving and improving the quality of
life for Santa Monicans 60 and older.
The Commission advises City Council

on a wide range of issues relevant to
older adults. The Commission also
provides opportunities to educate
seniors, their families and caregivers
on these issues. Ken Edwards Center,
1527 4th St. 1:30 p.m.

Planning Commission
Meeting

The Santa Monica Planning
Commission normally meets on the
first and third Wednesdays of every
month in the City Council Chamber.
City Hall, 1685 Main St. 7 p.m.

Thursday, March 22

Santa Monica Rent Control
Reqular Board Meeting

The Rent Control Board meets to con-
duct business associated with the
Rent Control Charter Amendment
and Requlations. City Hall, 1685 Main
St. 7 p.m.

Computer Class:

Appy Hour

Bring your smartphone, tablet or e-
reader and receive help in small
groups to learn how to use your
device with our library apps. Ocean
Park Branch Library, 2601 Main St.
3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Experience Virtual Reality
Experience the exciting new world of
Virtual Reality (VR) with a hands-on
demo of Oculus Rift. Learn how VR
can transform not only how we enter-
tain ourselves, but also how we learn
and create. Note: Oculus Rift headset
for ages 13 and up only. Fairview
Branch Library, 101 Ocean Park Blvd.
3:30 p.m -5 p.m.

English as a Second
Language (ESL) Class

Santa Monica Public Library hosts an
ongoing series of English as a Second
Language (ESL) classes taught by
Adult Education Center instructors.
Classes are free and students must
be 18 years or older to attend. Main
Library, 601 Santa Monica Blvd. Noon
- 2:30 p.m.

For help submitting an event, contact us at
310-458-7737 or submit to events@smdp.com

and family-based)
M Investment and

A
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business visas, including
EB-5 green card category

B Corporate workplace
compliance (I-9 audits,
LCA audit, etc.)

Email info @ catamlaw.com or call 310-986-4181 for a consultation.

Property
Management
company
looking for
Santa Monica
resident to fill

administrative
assistant position.

H Job is demanding but is a
great opportunity to grow with
an impressive company.

M Friendly people lover needed -
we deal with lots of tenants and
vendors. Must be eager fo learn.
Excellent work ethic is critical.
Must be able to take direction,
aftention to detail is required.

B Need good, solid MS Excel
skills and must be software savvy.
You will learn two accounting
programs for enfering invoices
and cash receipts (MRl and JDE)
for different properties.

Please send resume to smpropasst@gmail.com

BROADWAY
WINE & SPIRITS

DRAGOS CANTINA

ALL OFFERS + TAX/CRV

FIND US ON
POSTMATES

MARGARITA KIT *THis INCLUDES SALT/175ML $2]99

(310) 394-8257

1011 BROADWAY I SANTA MONICA, CA 90401

ALL FORMS ¢ ALL TYPES ¢ ALL STATES

BACK TAXES » BOOKKEEPING » SMALL BUSINESS

(310) 395-9922

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800 Santa Monica 90401




COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Citywide
Blood Donation Opportunities

Though spring has officially arrived, the American Red Cross blood supply is still
recovering from severe winter storms in March. Donors of all blood types are urged to
roll up a sleeve and help save lives.

Winter weather in parts of the country forced more than 270 blood drives to cancel,
resulting in over 9,500 uncollected blood and platelet donations in the first two weeks of
March. No matter the weather, the need for blood to help cancer patients, those under-
going surgeries, trauma patients and others remains.

Volunteer blood donors from across the country are needed to help ensure lifesaving
blood products are available for patients this spring. Make an appointment to donate
blood by downloading the free Red Cross Blood Donor App, visiting RedCrossBlood.org
or calling 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

UPCOMING LOCAL BLOOD DONATION OPPORTUNITIES INCLUDE:

Malibu
3/20/2018: 11 a.m. - 5 p.m., Pepperdine University HAWC, 24255 Pacific Coast Hwy
3/21/2018: 11 a.m. - 5 p.m., Pepperdine University HAWC, 24255 Pacific Coast Hwy
3/22/2018: 11 a.m. - 5 p.m., Pepperdine University HAWC, 24255 Pacific Coast Hwy

Marina del Rey
4/15/2018: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., Del Rey Yacht Club, 13900 Palawan Way

Santa Monica
3/26/2018: 1 p.m. - 7 p.m., American Red Cross Santa Monica Chapter, 1450 11th St
3/26/2018: 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m., Santa Monica College, 1900 Pico Blvd.
3/27/2018: 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m., Santa Monica College, 1900 Pico Blvd.
4/2/2018: 1 p.m. - 7 p.m., American Red Cross Santa Monica Chapter, 1450 11th St
4/2/2018:10 a.m. - 4 p.m., Community Center, 2500 Broadway
4/8/2018: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., First United Methodist Church, 1008 11th Street
4/9/2018: 1 p.m. - 7 p.m., American Red Cross Santa Monica Chapter, 1450 11th St

HOW TO DONATE BLOOD

Simply download the American Red Cross Blood Donor App, visit RedCrossBlood.org
or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) to make an appointment or for more infor-
mation. All blood types are needed to ensure a reliable supply for patients. A blood donor
card or driver's license or two other forms of identification are required at check-in.
Individuals who are 17 years of age in most states (16 with parental consent where
allowed by state law), weigh at least 110 pounds and are in generally good health may be
eligible to donate blood. High school students and other donors 18 years of age and
younger also have to meet certain height and weight requirements.

Blood and platelet donors can save time at their next donation by using RapidPass®
to complete their pre-donation reading and health history questionnaire online, on the
day of their donation, before arriving at the blood drive. To get started, follow the
instructions at RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass or use the Blood Donor App.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Another way to support the lifesaving mission of the American Red Cross is to
become a volunteer transportation specialist and deliver lifesaving blood products to
local area hospitals. Volunteer transportation specialists play a very important role in
ensuring an ample blood supply for patients in need by transporting blood and blood
products. For more information and to apply for a volunteer transportation specialist
position, visit rdcrss.org/driver.

For more information, please visit RedCross.org.
SUBMITTED BY CHRISTINE WELCH
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' The Loss Of Our Lawns

MY DOG LOVES TO WALK ON THE
boardwalk along the Santa Monica Pier and
back to the Loews Santa Monica Beach Hotel
where I have a membership. We’ve been
doing this for 14 years now.

Back in his puppy days, we'd start out
around the hotel where there’s a green space
behind the hotel, which used to be an unoffi-
cial dog park. Most days around 4:30 or 5:00
p.m. a small collection of regulars would let
their dogs run free in the safety of the grassy
green. It’s a lovely environment, surrounded by
high hedges of bougainvillea, bamboo and
some other hedge-y plantings. There’s a beau-
tiful mezzanine area with an arch that was used
for sunset weddings and receptions. Truly, it is
a gem of a location for the community.

Then along came the building inspectors.
When the hotel was undergoing some reno-
vations the onslaught of our city’s finest reg-
ulatory men and women came along to
make sure that nothing untoward was hap-
pening and that there was strict compliance
with every aspect, nuance, and dot and title
of the law — all of which came with addition-
al fees and costs of course — never ones to
miss a fining opportunity.

It turns out that the ramp, which runs
from the street to boardwalk, is too steep in
places for strict compliance with the codes.
This causes a problem. Never mind that for
the past few decades it’s been fine, used by
hundreds if not thousands of people. Never
mind that anyone in a wheeled mechanism
could easily circumnavigate the greens and
get to the boardwalk and approach the green
from the western edge. Never mind that
dozens of people enjoyed this de facto com-
munity green space daily.

It must be closed to the public as a hazard.

Safety first — no one should ever be at risk
of anything, ever. We have to think of the
community.

The wonderful green space was locked
and no one gets to use it now. You cannot
rent it out. You cannot enjoy it. The hotel
merely gets to maintain it, pay property taxes
on it, and one day it will likely be developed
into something hideous for a select few peo-
ple to live on the beach. Well done, City
Government. You've removed a green space
and kept the money flowing.

The City seems to specialize these days in
removing green spaces that can be enjoyed

as they’ve continued their assault on the
lawns at the beach. There were three not
insignificant green spaces that were enjoyed
by many of us. As you moved from the pub-
lic parking lot behind the Loews Hotel to the
beach there is a state approved ramp that
bordered a triangular lawn of approximately
15’ by 30’ that was a lovely spot to sit and
watch the acrobatic exploits of the gymnasts
and calisthenics enthusiasts. It was a spot
that my dog and I would retire to before the
final push back to the hotel after his daily
walk. He’d sit on the cool grass and cool
down a bit. I'd sit on the cool grass and
admire the beauties working out.

But no more. That wonderful grassy
plane has been replaced with thorny and
annoying Bougainvillea. Precisely to make it
unusable for relaxing, picnicking and tan-
ning. I imagine that the Parks and Rec
department will give some reasoning about
drought-tolerant plants and the high costs of
maintenance — blah blah blah. Fire someone
and keep the lawn is my attitude. We have
more than enough staff on the city payroll
and not enough green space.

The lawn in front of the lifeguard station
was also replaced with the dreaded bougainvil-
lea and assorted thorny obnoxious flora. As
was the little lawn across from it where dogs
would cool their paws on hot summer days.

I'm not certain, but I bet part of the rea-
soning was to remove the spots where home-
less people were congregating, as they defi-
nitely made use of the green spaces. But so did
many others who are not homeless. Many of
us enjoyed having a lawn to sit on at the beach.

Curiously, the green space where the gym-
nasts and calisthenics people congregate is being
repaired with new grass... hmmmmm could all
of this just be a ploy to relocate the unwanted
and unsightly great unwashed homeless? Damn
shame no matter what the reasoning and I hope
that someone on the Parks and Recreation
Commission rethinks this and brings back the
usable grassy spots we need.

DAVID PISARRA is a Los Angeles Divorce and
Child Custody Lawyer specializing in Father's
and Men's Rights with the Santa Monica firm of
Pisarra & Grist. He welcomes your questions
and comments. He can be reached at dpisar-
ra@pisarra.com or 310/664-9969. You can fol-
low him on Twitter @davidpisarra
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City of
Santa Monica’

Request for Qualifications.

http://www.smgov.net/planetbids/.

the City’s Request for Qualifications.

CITY OF SANTA MONICA
NOTICE REQUESTING
STATEMENTS OF QUALIFICATIONS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Santa Monica invites Contractors to complete
and submit sealed Statement of Qualifications for the:

On-Call Signage and Striping SP2543

Statements of Qualifications shall be emailed to the City of Santa Monica, Civil

Engineering Division at SM.Engineering@smgov.net and to Jason.Hoang@smgov.net not
later than 2:30 pm on April 16, 2018. Each proposal shall be in accordance with the

Request for Qualifications may be obtained by logging onto the City’s bidding website at:
The Contractor is required to have a “C-32” license at
the time of Statement of Qualifications submission. Contractors wishing to be considered
must submit Statement of Qualifications containing all information required pursuant to

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters to the Editor can be submitted to letters@smdp.com. Receipt of a letter does not guarantee
publication and all content is published at the discretion of the paper. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content. All submissions must include the author's name, address and phone number for the purposes of verification.



Local

TUESDAY, MARCH 20, 2018 5

Santa Wonica Daily Wress

Visit us online at www.smdp.com

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

G
=

——

Courtesy photos
ED’S LIQUOR: A lottery ticket sold at a local store is worth $1.2 million.

&1"2" Million Powerball Ticket Sold in Santa Monica

If you purchased a ticket in Santa Monica for Saturday's huge Powerball jackpot,
check your tickets. That's because one lucky ticket sold there matched 5 of 6 numbers
during the draw to win $1,211,614. That's a great consolation prize for the ticket that was
just one number away from hitting the 8th-largest jackpot in Powerball game history.

The ticket was sold at Ed's Liquor, which is located at 825 Pico Boulevard. The ticket
matched the numbers: 60, 66, 22, 59, and 57, missing only the red Powerball number 7.
They will not know who the winner is until the prize is claimed.

The owners of Ed's Liquor will receive a retailer bonus check of $6,058 just for sell-
ing the winning ticket.

One lucky ticket sold in Pennsylvania matched all six numbers to win the
$456,700,000 Powerball jackpot.

Winners are strongly encouraged to sign the back of their ticket in ink, keep it in a safe
place where they'll remember and familiarize themselves with the Lottery's Winner's
Handbook, which can be found on the California Lottery's website here. California’s lat-
est Powerball winner should visit any of our nine Lottery District Offices during normal
business hours. Also, very important: Powerball and Mega Millions winners must produce
original winning tickets when they claim their prizes.

Powerball is played in 44 states (plus the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and the
U.S. Virgin Islands). Draw times are Wednesdays and Saturdays at 7:59 p.m. PT. The draw
closes at 7 p.m., so players must buy their tickets by then to qualify for that draw. Ticket
sales resume (for the next draw) at 7:05 p.m. Tickets are $2 and can be purchased from
any of the more than 22,000 California Lottery retailers or one of the more than 4,000
Lottery Lucky Retailers. Please visit the California Lottery's Powerball site for more
information on how to play.

The Mega Millions draw is worth an estimated $377 million. Wednesday's SuperLotto
Plus jackpot is worth a guaranteed $19 million while Powerball is reset at $40 million.

SUBMITTED BY THE CALIFORNIA LOTTERY

Downtown

Democratic Club votes for new leaders

Please join the Santa Monica Democratic Club for its monthly membership meeting on
March 22. They will be starting the program at 6:30 p.m. rather than the usual 7 p.m. so
they can hear from all of their speakers.

This meeting will also be the final chance to hear from candidates for statewide office
before they vote on club endorsements in April. They have confirmed participation from
four different candidates at our March 22 event: Dr. Ed Hernandez, running for
Lieutenant Governor, Eleni Kounalakis, running for Lieutenant Governor, Michael
Bracamontes, running for Governor and Tony Thurmond, running for Superintendent of
Public Instruction. The event is free and open to the public. Light refreshments will be
provided. Parking available. Handicap accessible. The meeting will be Thursday, March
22 starting at 6 p.m. in the Santa Monica Main Library - 2nd Floor Multipurpose Room,
601 Santa Monica Boulevard.

SUBMITTED BY SION ROY

LOS ANGELES
Strong storm heading toward southwest California

A strong Pacific storm tapping into subtropical moisture is taking aim at California,
raising the threat of flash flooding and debris flows.

The National Weather Service says the system has the potential to bring the highest
rainfall totals of the season to some parts of southwest California.

The so-called atmospheric river is expected arrive Tuesday and last through Thursday
night.

Santa Barbara County has issued pre-evacuation advisory for communities near areas
burned by four recent wildfires.

County emergency management director Rob Lewin says based on the forecast the
storm will be the most powerful since the Jan. 9 deluge that triggered massive and dead-
ly debris flows in Montecito.

Also, residents can go to any fire station in the city for free sandbags. Sand is located
any time at Memorial Park, 1401 Olympic Blvd in the parking lot next to the tennis courts.

If your business or home is prone to flooding, be #SMPrepared and pick up pre-filled
sandbags at 2500 Michigan Ave, Building #8 from 8am - 4pm, Monday - Thursday.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!

(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!

’

RY RN BLIGATION
$1 EXAM
INCLUDES
FULL XRAYS

T RN

5 BLIGATION
. $59 EXAM
: AND CLEANING
! For New Patients
! INCLUDES FULL XRAYS
If you don’t like what we have to say
we will give you a copy of your

X-rays at no charge

DENTAL CARE WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!

WE OFFER UNIQUE SERVICES
*Nitrous Oxide provided as a courtesy
*No interest payment plans
*Emergencies can be seen today
*QOur dentists and staff members are easy to talk to

AND OF COURSE WE DO
-Invisalign  -Periodontist on Staff -Oral Surgeon on Staff
-Cosmetics and Implants  -Zoom bleaching -and more

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTEIN
1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

(310) 736-2589
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

Golda Savage

Make the
Right Move!

If not now,
when?

17 years helping
Sellers and Buyers
do just that.

310.770.4490
golda@bulldogrealtors.com

BULLDOG REALTORS

1209 Abbot Kinney Boulevard, Venice
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Grand
Opening
Party!

FLOCK ON IN

Grand

Event:

Saturday, March 24th, 10am-6pm

Nature of Wildworks will be in the store from
11am - 1pm with some amazing birds of prey.

Feeder Swap

Trade in an old fesdar:
Get 20% off a new Wid

Birds Unbmitied Fedder,

Register To Win One of the Following

FREE Seed for a Year, a FREE Bird Feading Station
and More!

/'}cwiﬂd Birds Unlimited”

Nature Shop

Shop Our Brand New Store!

12433 Wilshire Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90025
Located Across from Armstrong Garden Center in Santa Monica

Parking in Rear

1424) 2729000 * www.whu.com/ santamanica

BIRD FOOD = FEEDERS

* GARDEN ACCENTS » UNIQUE GIFTS
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Kirui of Kenya,
Gedo of Ethiopia win
Los Angeles Marathon

Weldon Kirui of Kenya pulled away in
the 24th mile to win the Los Angeles
Marathon for the second time in three
years. Sule Utura Gedo of Ethiopia won
the women's race.

Kirui crossed the finish line in Santa
Monica in 2 hours, 11 minutes, 48 seconds
on Sunday, followed about 10 seconds later
by Gebresadik Adihana of Ethiopia. Kirui
also won in 2016.

Defending champion Elisha Barno of
Kenya was third in 2:12:14.

MARATHON

FROM PAGE 1

the Los Angeles race in 2013 after moving to
Santa Monica in 2012 to work in marketing for
Red Bull. He was sidelined by an ankle injury
for a couple of years but returned to competi-
tion in 2016 with a time of 2 hours 44 minutes
24 seconds.

He said he began distance running on a
dare from a friend.

“T accepted the challenge and made my
own course on the Maine seacoast,” he said.
“Shortly after we both signed up for the Berlin
marathon in 2008 (2:55 was my first official
finish) and ever since I've been doing 2-3 a
year with an epic group of inspiring friends.”

Santa Monica’s fastest woman, Ingrid
Walters, began distance running after years
of competitive swimming. She said training
for the Los Angeles Marathon is important
because the course can be more troublesome

DO YOU

OWN A

BUILDING o\, seismic refrofit

ON THE
LIST?

WE CAN
HELP!

fit@baysideretrofit.com | www.baysideretrofit.com | (310) 697-8818

Locally owned and operated, Santa Monica’s seismic retrofit experts.

program affects

2,000 buildings

BAYSIDE
RETROFIT

Santa Monica’s

Gedo won the women's title in 2:33.49,
sprinting to the finish to break out of a
pack race with countrywoman Tsehay
Desalegn and defending champion Hellen
Jepkurgat of Kenya. Desalegn was 8 sec-
onds behind, while Jepkurgat was 13 sec-
onds back in third.

American Christina Vergara-Aleshire
finished fourth.

Organizers said nearly 24,000 runners
traversed the 26.2-mile course that began at
Dodger Stadium in downtown Los Angeles
and ended near the Santa Monica Pier.

The winners both earned $23,000.

Associated Press

than many people first think.

“I've done this route about five times,” she
said. “I never knew how to run it, it's very
hard, it’s very deceptive. They say you're run-
ning down to the beach but they don't men-
tion the hills that are in-between. The first
eight miles are up hill and there's a strategy to
itand if you don't know that, if you don't train
for those hills, you get to mile 20 and you are
dead and that's always where I bombed.”

She said training can be hard work but it’s
not a burden.

“I never got injured, she said. “I was eating
healthy and living my life and running is for me.
It wasn’t ‘oh gosh, I have to get up and run.”

Walters said finishing the race in her
hometown is a special feeling.

“I always start tearing up,” she said of
entering the homestretch. “My team comes
out and they run the last part with me and it
means so much because this is where I live,
this is where I'm from and you know every-
one that is cheering for you.”

Contact us
for a free
consultation:

STRUCTURAL
SURVEY &
EVALUATION

RETROFIT
DESIGN

PERMIT
PROCESSING

CONSTRUCTION
MANAGEMENT

FINANCING

TENANT
PROTECTION
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SURCHARGES

FROM PAGE 1

increases on renters when Santa Monica’s
multi-million dollar real estate changes
hands. This city is one of the few rent control
jurisdictions that allows building owners to
pass through certain taxes approved by vot-
ers. Tens of thousands of renters currently
pay surcharges on Measures X, S, BB, and
AA. Landlords can also pass along a
stormwater management user fee, the clean
beaches and ocean parcel tax and a 2008
school district special tax.

The median combined surcharge amount
for renters is $24.41 but can vary widely
from unit to unit depending on the assessed
value of the property. The highest monthly
surcharge paid by a tenant is $137.03.

In January, the RCB abolished the sur-
charges for new tenants and new property
owners (in 2012, an amendment to the City
Charter eliminated surcharges from future
ballot measures). Instead of waiting for the
program to phase out as tenants and proper-
ties gradually turn over, board members
want to act to help already rent-burdened
tenants who have seen their surcharges sky-
rocket after the sale or reassessment of their
building.

The Board has identified four possible
approaches: do nothing, impose a dollar-
amount cap on how much tenants can be
asked to pay, require landlords to pay a por-
tion of the tax or a combination of ideas.

Several landlords have already told the
RCB that the surcharges are fair because ten-
ants should pay the costs of voter-approved
tax increases. Critics say limiting or elimi-
nating surcharges could hinder future bond
measures.

Orthopeedic

ortho-institute.org

Institute for Children
IN ALLIANCE WITH Health

GROW WELL. PLAY WELL.

“You will kill funding in this city for
schools if you go back on...the understand-
ing,” local landlord Michael Millman said at
a recent meeting. “All I want to do is say ‘this
is a trainwreck. The optics are wrong.”

“This argument overlooks the fact that
Santa Monica still includes many so-called
‘mom and pop’ landlords who also live local-
ly, and also benefit directly from those things
that local assessments pay for,” said the staff
report on the issue. “It also overlooks the fact
that some of those benefits - notably good
schools - benefit even absentee landlords by
driving up the value of their property.”

For the past five months, a local artist and
tenant at 1025 Ocean Avenue has champi-
oned surcharge reform at the RCB’s month-
ly meeting. Nani Grenell says her pass-
throughs skyrocketed to $121.23 after her
building sold to a new owner in 2016. The
widow says without a reduction, she may
have to leave Santa Monica.

“I now live alone and support myself,”
Grenell said in a recent letter to the RCB.
“I never knew about tax surcharge pass-
throughs until I was presented with my
rent increase by the new owner in August
2017. There is no mention of me having
to pay these pass-throughs in my original
lease from 2012. It was a complete shock
to me.”

An available fully furnished two-bed-
room, two bath apartment in Grenell’s rent-
controlled building was recently leased for
$7,995 a month according to internet search
results.

The public hearing on surcharges will
take place Thursday, March 22 at 7 p.m.
inside City Hall Council Chambers, 1685
Main Street.

kate@smdp.com

@»opportunity Culver

market & deli

fresh. organic. local. delicious.

100% organic produce

* coffee, juice & salad bars

* hot foods bar

* vegan & vegetarian
options

* live entertainment

* local & organic wines
* raw & bulk foods
& more!

come in & taste
something delicious!

Co+opportunity Market & Deli - Culver City Yoy, &&‘“& %

8770 Washington Blvd. Culver City, CA 90232 s, o %

Open daily 7am — 10 pm 9 K
0

Access FREE underground parking from Washington Blvd. or Wesley St. \;®¢°° %,

Just a 3 min. walk from the metro! <« s,

everyone welcome. coopportunity.com |3 &) 2

No matter what sport your young athlete plays, before the season begins,
get to know the area’s most experienced and specialized experts in children’s

DOWNTOWN L.A.

Center for Sports Medicine
403 West Adams Boulevard

Los Angeles, CA 90007
213-741-8334

orthopaedic conditions. For sprains, ACL injuries, concussions, fractures and more.
Our Center for Sports Medicine prevents, assesses and treats young athletes.
Helping them to grow into the sports star they truly are.

SANTA MONICA

Renee and Meyer Luskin Children’s Clinic
1250 16th Street, Suite 2100B

Santa Monica, CA 90404

310-395-4814




5-MoNTH CD SPECIAL

1.40%

431 Wilshire Blvd, Santa Monica, (310) 393-8889

For the location nearest you, please call (855) 886-4824

or visit us at www.firstrepublic.com

/

Y

FirsT REPUBLIC BANK

'Annual Percentage Yield effective as of publication date. Limited time offer subject to change
without notice. $10,000 minimum balance. Penalty for early withdrawal. Consumer accounts only.
Offer cannot be combined with other promotions. Member FDIC.

WHEN BAD THINGS HAPPEN
T0 GOOD PEOPLE BECAUSE
OF THE CARELESSNESS OR
NEGLIGENCE OF OTHERS.

Free Consultation
Over $25 Million Recovered

CATASTROPHIC PERSONAL INJURIES
WRONGFUL DEATH

MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS
BICYCLE ACCIDENTS

SPINAL CORD INJURIES
TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURIES

Dog BITES

Trip & FALLS

You Pay Nothing Until

Robert Lemle Your Case Is Resolved

310.392.3055

www.lemlelaw.com

LemrLe Law Group, rc

Local
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Crime Watch is culled from reports provided by the Santa Monica Police Department.
These are arrests only. All parties are innocent until proven quilty in a court of law.

ON MARCH 5, 2018 AT ABOUT 11:42 P.M.

Officers responded to a radio call for service in front of 1540 2nd Street regarding a sub-
ject brandishing a knife. The subject was last seen walking north on the 3rd Street
Promenade. The subject was located in the 1400 block of the 3rd Street Promenade. The
subject was detained. A computer check revealed the subject had several outstanding
warrants for his arrest. The subject was placed under arrest. A search of his person led
to the recovery of a debit card belonging to another person.

Armando Rodelo Valdez, 52, was arrested for appropriation of lost property and out-
standing warrants. Bail was set at $55,500.

DAILY POLICE LOG

The Santa Monica Police
Department Responded To 357
Calls For Service On Mar. 18.
HERE IS A SAMPLING OF THOSE

CALLS CHOSEN BY THE
SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS STAFF.

Burglar alarm 1300 block Broadway 12:05 a.m.

Battery 1700 block Wilshire 12:11 a.m.

Trespassing 300 block California 12:20 a.m.
Trespassing 600 block Wilshire 12:58 a.m.

Petty theft 800 block Arizona 1:03 a.m.
Auto burglary Lincoln / Arizona 1:05 a.m.
Burglary 2800 block Pico 1:14 a.m.

Fight 700 block Ocean 1:19 a.m.

Battery 2600 block Main 1:50 a.m.
Burglary 3000 block Bentley 2:06 a.m.
Fight 3100 block Santa Monica 2:32 a.m.
Shots fired 1300 block 7th 2:38 a.m.

Person down 200 block Arizona 3:09 a.m.

Fight 1500 block 2nd 4:22 a.m.

Public intoxication 1400 block 2nd 5:26 a.m.

Burglar alarm 300 block Santa Monica
714 a.m.

Attempt burglary 100 block Fraser 7:44 a.m.

Assault w/deadly weapon Lincoln /
Olympic 8:09 a.m.

Hit and run Lincoln / Pico 8:21 a.m.
Trespassing 600 block WIlIshire 8:28 a.m.

Burglary 2800 block Colorado 8:37 a.m.
Burglar alarm 2200 block Colorado 8:41 a.m.
Trespassing 1100 block 6th 8:53 a.m.
Traffic collision 1200 block 2nd 9:05 a.m.
Auto burglary 2400 block Main 9:44 a.m.
Person down 1500 block Ocean Front
11:03 a.m.

Defecating in public Lincoln / Pacific 11:10 a.m.
Petty theft 2600 block Kansas 11:29 a.m.
Grand theft auto 900 block 18th 11:58 a.m.
Auto burglary 1300 block 2nd 12:01 p.m.
Drunk driving 1100 block Pico 12:17 p.m.
Auto burglary 900 block 6th 12:29 p.m.
Battery 14th / Santa Monica 12:42 p.m.
Grand theft auto 300 block Wilshire 12:49 p.m.
Petty theft 1400 block 3rd St Prom 1:06 p.m.
Fight Cloverfield / Pico 1:49 p.m.

Fight 23rd / Pico 1:49 p.m.

Indecent exposure 2200 block 20th 1:55 p.m.
Public intoxication 1800 block Colorado
2:21 p.m.

Burglary 200 block Wilshire 2:24 p.m.
Traffic collision Lincoln / Michigan 2:27 p.m.
Trespassing 800 block 21st 2:30 p.m.
Petty theft 600 block Santa Monica 2:47 p.m.
Hit and run 1200 block 5th 3:21 p.m.
Battery 1100 block Lincoln 3:34 p.m.

Petty theft 300 block Santa Monica 3:52 p.m.
Assault 2500 block Wilshire 4:28 p.m.
Counterfeit money 700 block 17th 4:47 p.m.
Grand theft 1300 block 3rd St Prom 9:03 p.m.

=2 i

SURF FORECASTS

SURF REPORT

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS
IN THIS SPACE TODAY!

all us today (310) 458-7737 Sm

Santa Wonica Dailp Press

WATER TEMP: 58.5°

TUESDAY - POOR TO FAIR - surr: 2-3 ft Knee to waist high

S swell lingers. Minor NW swell.
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DAILY LOTTERY

Draw Date: 3/17

22 57 59 60 66
Poweri: 7
Jackpot: 40M

edueas

Draw Date: 3/16
113 26 33 52
Mega#: 11
Jackpot: 377M

“MEGA

PAILLIOH

Draw Date: 3/17
10 11 16 25 35
Mega#: 6

LOTTO
TEEF Jackpot: 19M

Draw Date: 3/18

Fﬂﬂfﬂ,ﬁj.l' i un

Draw Date: 3/18
DAILY 35

Draw Date: 3/18
EVENING: 243

Draw Date: 3/18

1st: 08 Gorgeous George
2nd: 11 Money Bags

3rd: 10 Solid Gold

RACE TIME: 1:48.91

MIDDAY: 684
e

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number information, mistakes can occur. In
the event of any discrepancies, California State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete
game information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery retailers. Visit the California

State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

WORD UP!

dornick

1. a small stone that is easy to throw.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY'S CROSSWORD

DO|P THA T
O|G|E HOR E
O|R|T 1|10V X
R E/AIDIANDB|UT T
LIEID AL
C|S O/N|S AS
RITISEEROO TR A
EIAITIAINDPOITAT
PR|I S HO E
TIEIREOJS|TIAR
DS |
C|O|O|K!I E|S|AIND
OAHERS TAGHEG
ARINEET UNERNE
LISIOS PEDES

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S SUDOKU

Sudoku

6(5(817(1(2]19|3]|4
Fill in the blank |4(3(2]6[9|5]1|7|8
cells using numbers 1719138141256
1 to 9. Each number 51116181219171413
can appear only once 3194151711 161812
in jaCh;O;V' C‘E)'lumz’ 2(8[7[4[3[6[5(9[1
an X ock.
Use logic and process 812151916/3141117
L 916(3]1(4(7]8|2]|5
of elimination to
solve the puzzle. 714]112]5/8]3[6]9

5(9 6

(U

N

WELL NEWS BY scoTT LAFEE

Counts
M 30: Percentage of women in sci-
ence, technology, engineering and
math professions who say they've
experienced gender discrimina-
tion at work
M 30: Percentage of STEM women
who say they earn less than male
peers in same roles

# SOURCE: PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Phobia of the Week
B Metathesiophobia: fear of
change

Never Say Diet

H The Major League Eating record
for onions is 8.5 ounces (three
Maui onions) in 1 minute, held by
Eric Booker. Whether anybody lin-
gered to congratulate Booker on
the record is not known.

MYSTERY PHOTO

Matthew Hall matt@smdp.com

The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the

Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com.

Newsday Crossword

ACROSS
1 Writer ___ Allan
Poe
6 Wooden pins

10 Castaway’s
escape vehicle

14 New Hampshire
neighbor

15 Real estate
measure

16 Money in Spain

17 Spot of land in
the sea

18 The one over
there

19 Genesis
paradise

20 Diplomatic
improvement

23 Phone-book
listings: Abbr.

24 Double-curve
letter

25 Maze-running
rodent

29 Gasoline or
propane

31 Relaxing resort

34 Notion

35 Part of the eye

37 Geographical
reference book

39 Be delicious

42 Chose, with “for”
43 Money in Mexico

44 Lake beside
Cleveland

45 Urban
thoroughfares:
Abbr.

46 Gorillas, for
instance

48 Lariats

50 “Halt, __ goes
there?”

51 Tool for rowing

52 Do some fridge
maintenance

61 Woodwind
instrument

62 Lean slightly

63 Make an
exchange

64 Receive, as a
salary

END OF WINTER by Sally R. Stein
Edited by Stanley Newman

7 Canyon sound
8 Mardi __
9 Small sofa
10 Fishing-line
holders
11 German auto
12 Worry (about)

65 Poker pot starter 13 Broadway award

66 Puts up, asa
painting

67 Sandwich breads
68 Explorer Ponce

de
69 So far

DOWN

1 Give off

2 100-yard race

3 __ monster
(Arizona lizard)

4 All over again

5 Part of the eye

6 Trails for hiking

21 Away from home

22 Koran reader’s
faith

25 VIPs’ autos

26 Highly capable

27 Waist straps

28 Atany __
(nevertheless)

29 Monetary
penalties

30 Finds a function
for

31 Speaks unclearly

32 Backyard
barbecue spot

www.stanxwords.com

33 Campfire residue

36 Lariat

38 Tips of socks

40 Montana
neighbor

41 Of the sun

47 Of maill

49 Franklin of
soul music

50 Small songbirds

51 Frequently

52 Active person

53 Online auction
site

54 Golfer's shout

55 Fork prong

56 Female choir
voice

57 Historical periods

58 Comically
outlandish

59 Quter border

60 Remainder

1 12 [ [4 |5 6 |7 [8 |9 10 [11 [12 [13 |
14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

61 62 63
64 65 66
67 68 69

CREATORS SYNDICATE © 2018 STANLEY NEWMAN STANXWORDS@AoLcoM  3/20/18
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TODAY'S BIRTHDAY (March 20)

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

You are a firm believer in fresh starts, and the
clean energy of this special day renews you
like a trip to the oxygen bar. Your high spirits
create distance between you and yesterday's
problems.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
The key is not to expect people to do things
they are incapable of doing. This, of course,
requires you to learn the capabilities of others.
You can learn something by observing, and
more by testing, too.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21)

Your friendships work in the larger context of
your friend group, but they must also work in
the smaller one-on-one context to satisfy you.
Today you'll finally get the individual attention
you need.

CANCER (June 22-July 22)

Middles saqg. That's the very nature of middles.
Whether it's a story, a body or a project, it
takes tremendous effort to create lift in the
middle. Put in the work so you can get the sat-
isfaction at the end.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

You've often felt as though you're doing the right
thing with the wrong person, though you've
almost never felt the opposite of that. Because
when you're with the right person, whatever you
do, even nothing at all, feels so right.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Life is zesty for people in love. And even if
you're not quite there, a flow of positive feel-
ings and thoughts is still creating a bubble of
happiness around you.

Charles Swinburne

As your personal life settles in, you'll gain clarity on a goal. Analyze the power structure; figure out
the different roles how they work together and why. With a studious approach and a willingness to
change and grow, you'll quickly rise up the ranks of an organization and get the reward that comes
with this. Cancer and Scorpio adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 9, 20, 13, 27 and 41.

Spring Equinox

This vernal equinox, Mercury and Venus conjoin to bring home the spring feeling of buds opening and green
shoots thrusting toward the light. “And time remembered is grief forgotten/ And frosts are slain and flow-
ers begotten/ And in green underwood and cover/ Blossom by blossom the spring begins.” — Algernon

LIBRA (Sept. 23-0Oct. 23)

Mental expansion ignites other parts of your
life. It actually doesn't even matter what
you're learning. Regardless of the subject mat-
ter, going from ignorance to mastery is the
thrill that makes you feel most alive.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21)

You can accomplish quite a mound of work in
the span of a few hours. You'll get busy, and
you won't stop until the agreed upon time. The
end of the day will bring a well-deserved boon.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

You underestimate how others feel about you.
While it's better to err on the modest side of
such matters, you should know that if you
don't show up, certain people are going to be
very disappointed.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

Most people you know could use a little help
every now and then. Then there are those who
are needy on an entirely different level. You
may feel ready to help someone like that, and
it will be a most rewarding experience.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

You'll get the chance to fine-tune the image
you present to the world. Actually, you
could do this at any time. But today will
give you both the motivation and the neces-
sary tools.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

After years of tolerating others, you've
become spiritually robust. The generosity
that used to seem like work to you is now
innate. To be the bigger person will require no
thought at all.

snta

DO YOU HAVE COMMUNITY NEWS?

Submit news releases to editor@smdp.com or by fax at (310) 5769913
mdpcom  Santa Monica Dailp Dress

office (310) 458-7737
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12 per day. Up to 15 words, *1 for each additional word.
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AND THE PAMAGE

CAN CAUSE EVEN

By JOHN DEERING & JOHN NEWCOMBE

SURE IT DOES, THINK
OF ALL THE $TUFF UE
COLLD HIDE INSIDEA
HOLLOW CRocolATE /-

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!

Prepay your ad today!

Some restrictions may apply.

(310)458-1137

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not guaranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

(10" wide x 25'deep x 8’ high); alley ac-
cess, 17th & SM Blvd.; $365/ mo., stor-
age only; Call Bret (310) 994-5202

Employment

AMAZON.COM SERVICES, Inc. - Santa
Monica, CA. Software Development En-
gineer Il - Design, develop, implement,
test & document embedded or distrib-
uted software applications, tools, sys-
tems & services. Multiple job openings.
Send resume, referencing AMZ2502 to:
Amazon.com, P. 0. Box 81226, Seattle,
WA 98108. EOE.

FUNDRAISER. BACHELOR'S and 5yr exp
reqd. Send resume to Enderby Enter-
tainment, 433 N Camden Dr FI 6, Bev-
erly Hills, CA 90210

GENERAL MANAGER. Masters & 1 yr exp
reqd. Send resume to BFTV LLC, 3550
Wilshire Blvd Suite 2010 Los Angeles,
CA 90010.

BT

DISABLED MAN needs part time help
cleaning, organizing, etc., in apartment.
1/2 block from Main Street. mzesb@aol.com

PACIFIC PALISADES / PET FRIENDLY Next
to Santa Monica. 1BD/1BA Apt in Quiet
50s Bldg (NOT on Sunset). Peaceful,
Friendly, Safe Ambiance, & solar Swim-
ming Pool ! Steps from Gelsons Market
& Village, and blocks from Hiking Trails
and Beach. On-Site Laundry & Manager.
Parquet Floors. Parking. SPECIAL: 3rd
MONTH FREE ! $2675/ mo. & Security
Deposit. Contact Jeff: (310) 573-0150

$12.00 A DAY LINER ADS!
For the first 15 words.
CALL TODAY (310) 458-7737

FILE NUMBER: 2018061215 NEW FILING
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of LOS ANGELES on
03/12/2018 The following person(s) is
(are) doing business as PHINNEY ELLEN
PRODUCTIONS. 363 NEWPORT AVE NO.
105, LONG BEACH, CA 90814. The full
name of registrant(s) is/are: ELLEN
PHINNEY 363 NEWPORT AVE NO. 105
LONG BEACH, CA 90814. This Business
is being conducted by: an Individual.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name or names listed on

(Date)07/2013. /s/: PHINNEY ELLEN. EL-
LEN PHINNEY. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of LOS ANGELES
County on 03/12/2018. NOTICE: THIS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
EXPIRES FIVE YEARS FROM THE DATE IT
WAS FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
COUNTY CLERK. A NEW FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT MUST BE
FILED PRIOR TO THAT DATE. The filing of
this statement does not of itself author-
ize the use in this state of a fictitious
business name statement in violation of
the rights of another under federal,
state, or common law (see Section

14411et seq.,Business and Professions
Code). SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS to
publish  03/20/2018, 03/26/2018,
04/02/2018, 04/09/2018.

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737
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GUNS

FROM PAGE 1

Wetzel, whose husband, Mike, was killed in
the 2015 San Bernardino terrorist attack.
“Don't let my husband's death be in vain.”

The California Public Employees'
Retirement System board declined to take
action and will further discuss its investments
and divestments in gun-related companies
next year. Several board members argued
remaining an investor gives the fund more
influence over shaping company policy.

Four of the five gun retailers CalPERS
invests in, including Dick's Sporting Goods
and Walmart, have already stopped selling
assault weapons and devices like bump
stocks. The fund does not invest in assault
weapons manufacturers.

California Treasurer John Chiang, a
Democratic candidate for governor who is
leading the effort, said he wants the board
move forward on divesting from the fifth
company, Sportsman's Warehouse Holdings.
A spokesperson for the company could not
immediately be reached for comment.

“At some point you have to stand up and
you have to put up a big fight so people
understand it's just not talk,” he said.

Joining Chiang were Wetzel and about a
dozen other family members of San
Bernardino and other mass shooting vic-
tims, as well as California alumni of Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School in
Parkland, Florida, where 17 people were
killed in February. New Jersey, Connecticut,
Illinois and New York also are discussing
divesting from gun-related companies.

Critics called the effort a political ploy that
would hurt the pension fund's bottom line.

“This is nothing more than a political ploy
for you and your run for governor,” said Jason

Perez, a representative of the Corona Police
Officers Association who said the board
should focus on keeping the fund in good
financial shape instead. The system has
enough money to cover roughly 70 percent of
the money it owes to 1.8 million members.

The retirement system has roughly $850
million in holdings in Dick's Sporting
Goods, Walmart, Kroger, Big 5 Sporting
Goods and Sportsman's Warehouse
Holdings. The pension fund in California,
which severely restricts the sale and posses-
sion of assault-style weapons, has a total
value of $354 billion.

The fund approached all five companies in
the fall, asking them to stop selling assault
weapons and devices such as bump stocks.
Following the Florida shooting, Dick's and
Kroger said they would stop selling such guns
and would, along with Walmart, only sell guns
to those 21 and older. None sell bump stocks.

Walmart and Big 5 Sporting Goods,
which also doesn't sell bump stocks, had
previously stopped selling assault weapons

Experts have long questioned the financial
and political effectiveness of divestment. By
divesting, shareholders give up their power to
exert influence and often times simply turn
over the shares to other owners who may not
take the same political or social stance.

“If we divest, we lose our seat at the
table,” board member Theresa Taylor said.

Divestment initiatives had cost the pen-
sion fund more than $8 billion as of June
2017, according to a fund memo.

Still, the fund has previously used divest-
ment to make political statements. It decid-
ed in 2016 to sell off the last of its tobacco
investments and has similarly started reduc-
ing its investments in coal. The state began
divesting from gun manufacturers in 2013
following the shooting at Sandy Hook
Elementary School in Connecticut.
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