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DAILY LOTTERY

SUPER LOTTO
210 15 27 41
Meganumber: 2
Jackpot: $23 million

Citizens
have it in

FANTASY 5

8 19 26 35 39

DAILY 3

Daytime: 806 r an S
Evening: 967

DAILY DERBY

1st: 02 Lucky Star BY KEVIN HERRERA

g?(? 8% (EBSI!(:kR;u?h Daily Press staff writer

RACE TIME:  1.45.30

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are availabl at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site: htp://www.calottery.com

NEWS OF THE WEIRD

BY CHUCK SHEPARD

The latest product for routine U.S. out-
sourcing is sperm, according to a
November report by Wired.com. In a pro-
gram established by the highly regarded
Dr. Sanford Rosenberg of Richmond, Va.,
a potential father's sperm is shipped to a
lab in Bucharest, Romania, to fertilize
eggs of local women, with the resultant
embryos frozen and returned to the
United States for implanting in the moth-
er, at about half the domestic price for
the procedure.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Today is the 77th day of 2006.
There are 288 days left in the year.

CITYWIDE — With residents
united in their condemnation of
gang violence following the mur-
der of 15-year-old Santa Monica
High School student Eduardo
“Eddie” Lopez, elected officials
are looking to harness the momen-
tum and move forward with initia-
tives geared towards eliminating
gangs once and for all.

Efforts begin in earnest this morn-
ing at 10 a.m., with a gang violence
workshop at John Adams Middle
School — the third in a year-long
series hosted by State Sen. Sheila
Kuehl, City Hall and the Santa
Monica-Malibu  Unified School
District.

On March 18, 1965, the first space-
walk took place as Soviet cosmonaut

See GANG VIOLENCE, page 12

For once, It’s easy being green

Bar patrons the city over saw the world through green-colored glasses on Friday. (Above) Finn McCool’s on Main
Street was awash in green all day, as revelers toasted the Emerald Isle.

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press

Aleksei Leonov left his Voskhod 2 cap- Pt s L h e I t .
sule, secured by a tether. S a - r I S yo u S g O I S an Ce I eS y eS
In 1766, Britain repealed the Stamp p
Act.
In 1837, the 22nd and 24th president BY KEVIN HERRERA f h -
of the United States, Grover Cleveland, Daily Press staff writer O t e r I C
was born in Caldwell, N.J. ]
IeTetlztgr?cl}:z%r:.ICk Inc. marketed the first MEMORIAL PARK — When he
signed up to run the Los Angeles and I u nar
Marathon three years ago, 17-year-
old James Cuellar thought training
Horoscopes for the grueling 26.2-mile trek | BY ALICIA CHANG
Your treat, Libra 2 would be a great way to stay out of | AP Science Writer
Snow & Surf Report trouble. Turns out, he was right.
Water temperature: 53° 3 But keeping a clean record wasn’t LOS ANGELES — If floating
Opinion the only benefit. Cuellar, who will | weightless and peering down on a
Isn’t it e-rotic? Don’t ya think? 4 run his third marathon tomorrow, has | shimmering-blue Earth sounds
Q-Line noticed his health improve, along | appealing, you might consider
Wheels of change 2 with his attitude and self-confidence. | being a space tourist.
Commentary “I just love the feeling I get after As long as you'’ve got a fat wallet.
Gangs gotta go 5 running,” he said. “It’s that feeling Two years after the first private-
you get when you know that | ly financed space flight jump-start-
S;z‘:; ot deterred 6 you’ve accomplished something | ed a sleepy industry, more than a
o that maybe you never thought you | dozen companies are developing
Comics could do before. It makes you feel | rocket planes to ferry ordinary rich
Strips tease 20 Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press ~ great to know that | can change my | people out of the atmosphere.
Classifieds Kids from the Police Activities League pile it high during their carbo load dinner
Your place or mine? 21-23 | at the Sheraton Delfina Hotel on Thursday in preparation for the LA Marathon. See MARATHON, page 12 See SPACE TOURIST, page 13

GABY SCHKUD

The name you can depend on! ‘
Serving sellers and buyers
on the Westside.

2444 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 102
Santa Monica, CA 90403
() Sae-ros

Back by popular demand... THE UNDER $ 10
DINNER SPECIAL

Served from 4pm - 10pm

ALL SINGERS

LIVE PERFORMANCE
Wo

KSHOP
SAT. MARCH 25 - NOON

1433 Wilshire Blvd at 15th St

310-394-1131 (310) 453-1928

1901 Santa Monica Blvd. in Santa Monica

www.santamonicamusic.com

01578836
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MEDICAL MARIJUANA EVALUATIONS

www.craigscohenmd.com

Complimentary, Confidential Consultation ® Encrypted Medical Record
Compassionate Care, Expert Advice ¢ Follows California Medical Board Guidelines

Craig S. Cohen. M.D.

8240 SANTA MONICA BLVD  310/295-7267
HOUSE CALLS AND SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS

RELAX
QUIT CIGARETTES - SWITCH TO A PIPE OR CIGAR

THE ORIGINAL
ax

@The Tinder Box

2729 Wilshire Blvd.
SM CA 90403
Ph. 310/828-4511

tinderboxsantamonica.com

BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT ADDICTIVE

Remember: A True Pipe or
Cigar Smoker Does Not Inhale

* Free Parking

* Personalized Serivce

* Rare and unusual
gifts imported from 22
different counries

ASK FOR A FREE SAMPLE OF ONE OF OUR TOBACCOS IN ENGLISH, BALKAN OR A MILD AROMATIC

HOROSCOPES

AFRAID TO SMILE?

You won't be able to stop with
ZOOM! |aser teeth whitening system.

Enjoy the benefits of white teeth
and a bright smile for only $199+

*for 30 minutes. $299 for 60 minutes
What’s more ?
It takes 30 minutes to reverse coffee, wine and tobacco stains.
Your gums are scientifically protected and safe.
Comes with a complimentary check-up after your treatment.

(maximum of 2 x-rays)

Where?

Santa Monica Center for Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS (310) 315-3676
UCLA Parkside Medical Center 2428 Santa Monica Blvd., Suite 303

66516510

Private Fitness Studio
A
Custom Fitness Programs
Bodybuilding-Shaping
Strength Training
Weight Management
Fate Fitress Corpuliaion
BY APPOINTMENT OMLY
276 Pico Eluwd # 77 ~ Sarda Masics Erack
Fabian@Fitbyfabian.com or 310-399-7049

SAVE UP TO
$339:

(HURRY IN BUT DON'T SPEED.)

See me today and get the discounts
and service you deserve.

’m"'(jé” Fariba Zand, Agent
.N?,;o,;i Insurance Lic. #: 0834749
O 2432 Lincoln Bivd

Santa Monica, CA 90405-3802
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE." Bus: 310-314-7601
statefarm.com®

*Actual average annual savings were $339.14 per household. This amount is based on a January, 2006, survey of
new policyholders who reported savings through State Farm as compared to previous carriers’ rates.

P050382 9/05

State Farm Mutual A bile | Comp State Farm Ind ity Company — Bloomi I

Your treat, Libra
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JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you'll Have:
% %k %k -Dynamic %k k% -Positive %% k-Average **-S0-so *-Difficult

@ ARIES (March 21-April 19)

%% %% If you are willing to take in the
big picture, you will be at the first step to achiev-
ing your desires. The path will suddenly seem
clear. You will notice that the only person who
challenges you is you. Tonight: Build your self-
confidence.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

k% k% If a friend is awry, you know
how to handle it. It is clear that a partner or close
associate could disagree with your logic. Don't
make this a battle. Together you might come up
with a better idea or plan. Tonight: Say yes to an
invitation.

@ GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

% % %% Deferring to others could be dif-
ficult under the circumstances. Use your imagina-
tion to get past an immediate issue. You might be
a bit pushed by someone you respect.
Diplomatically say no. Tonight: Easy does it.

@ CANCER (June 21-July 22)

%% You seem to wake up on the right
side of the bed. The trick is to take that attitude
through your day. News might irritate you, forcing
you to rethink a situation. You also could cruise
right over the issue if you so choose. Tonight: Live
it up!

@ LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

Z4 %% Take charge and handle a matter
that keeps landing in your lap. You have trouble
coming up with solutions. It might be difficult to
get to the basis of a problem. You have what it
takes. Don't feel pressured. Tonight: Entertain
from home.

FER VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

R&® K% % You might want to defer to someone
else, especially as uproar surrounds nearly any
decision or action you take. Sometimes you might
be more worn out and tired by a drama than you
choose to let others know. Tonight: Out and about.

@ LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

B e You might want to make a splash on
the town, and you also might not want to deal
with what is going on with others. They will let
you know that you are out of kilter and off-base.
Listen, but don't necessarily take anyone's word
as gospel. Tonight: Your treat.

@ SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

ALY k% %k Others might not be 100 per-
cent with you, and that simply might not be a
problem for you. Review a difficult situation with
an eye to change and growth. Sometimes you will
feel frustrated by others. Tonight: The world
according to you!

@ SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

L7 *%% You might want to rethink your
plans. If you feel like you want to go on retreat or
go for a picnic with a special friend, do. You need
to make yourself happy. Listen to your sixth sense
about yourself, too! Tonight: Do something for
yourself.

2\ CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

@ %k % Friends make it clear that they
want you around them. My goodness, you might
have to put up with a tantrum or two on the way.
Don't get plugged into another's woes. Just do as
you say. Live your word, Cap. Tonight: Find the
action.

@ AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

%%k % Stay on top of situations right
now, and your day will flow. A child or loved might
not realize that he or she is testing his or her lim-
its. Though you might not want to, saying no
could be absolutely necessary. Tonight: In the
limelight.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

L %k % Sometimes you don't get the big
picture, possibly because you don't want to. Your
domestic life could be tense, and you alternate
between frustration and wanting to change the
sequence of events. Go for a walk or to a movie,
knowing that time is your ally. Tonight: Avoid get-
ting caught up in trivial issues.
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LOCAL

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Red Cross raises the roof on revenues

By Daily Press staff

The local chapter of the Red Cross is a diamond in the rough when it comes to
raising revenue.

The Santa Monica chapter of the American Red Cross was honored earlier this
month with a coveted “Diamond Award for Excellence in Health and Safety
Revenue Generation” from the national American Red Cross. The award was pre-
sented at the Red Cross Pacific Service Area Awards Luncheon in Long Beach.

The award recognized Arthur Rojas, the Santa Monica chapter’s director of health
and safety services, and his team, for the highest per-capita health and safety sales in
the service region which includes California, Guam, the Pacific Islands and Hawaii.

Rojas is in charge of classes which include basic courses in first aid and CPR
for adults, children and infants, pet CPR, lifeguard training, CPR and first aid
instructor training, lifeguard instructor training and CPR for the professional res-
cuer. The Santa Monica chapter conducted more than 1,495 classes and trained
8,951 individuals last year.

Depending on the course, tuition can range from $39 to $95 per person. Those
fees defray chapter expense and supplement donations from the public. Art and his
team raised more than $208,000 for the organization last year.

Rojas contributes much of his team’s success to personal attention.

“People have heard about our special attention to quality and the excellent serv-
ice our chapter provides,” he said. “ They are willing to drive from as far as 200
miles to take our courses, year after year.

“Many businesses and occupations require a knowledge of and/or certification in
CPR and First Aid to meet Cal-OSHA requirements,” he added. “Having employees
with training is just good business practice and part of “being prepared” in emergen-
cies. Our group training can be held either at the chapter or in the workplace.”

The American Red Cross of Santa Monica will offer free adult and child CPR
classes on “Super CPR Saturday” March 25. Persons can sign up by registering
in advance. Classes are three hours long and will be held at the Ken Edwards
Center, 1527 Fourth St.

For additional information or to inquire about other programs or assistance call
(310) 394-3773, or go online at www.redcrossofsantamonica.org.

Car wash, bake sale to benefit Lopez family

By Daily Press staff

Come one, come all.

La Sociedad and the Christian Club are staging a car wash and bake sale this
Sunday, March 19, from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m., in the north lot of Santa Monica High
School.

All proceeds will benefit the family of Eddie Lopez, a Samohi student who was
murdered on Feb. 28 by an unknown assailant.

Revelers draw a bead on Topanga

By Daily Press staff

It’s Carnivale in Topanga next weekend.

It’s time once again for the Topanga Elementary Silent Auction, Dinner and Dance.
Get ready for “Carnivale, Topanga Style!” Grab your beads and masks and come enjoy
culinary delights, exotic libations and music on March 25, from 6 p.m. to midnight.

Everyone is invited to come and be a part of “Carnivale, Topanga Style,” while
supporting Topanga Enrichment Programs (TEP), the non-profit 501(3)(c) fundrais-
ing organization for the children of Topanga Elementary Charter School.

Great deals on auction items, such as vacation packages, original works of art and gift
baskets from every classroom, as well as some surprise auction items, will be offered.

The money raised goes to Topanga Enrichment Programs. Last year, the silent
auction raised $40,000 for the kids attending the school, and the goal is to meet
or beat that this year. Funds raised will pick up where budget cutbacks have left
off: teacher aides in every classroom, science teacher, art programs, and physical
education are among the important education necessities of an elementary edu-
cation that TEP funds.

Tickets are $45 in advance and $50 at the door. A band will be announced later.

SMC jazzed up for April

By Daily Press staff

The Santa Monica College Music Department will present an eclectic lineup of
concerts in April, covering a wide range of musical styles. All concerts will be held
in the SMC Concert Hall, 1900 Pico Blvd.

The lineup is as follows:

B Sunday, April 2 at 4 p.m.: SMC Jazz Band, under Keith Fiddmont. (Tickets are $10)

B Tuesday, April 4 at 11:15 a.m.: Nora Chiang Piano Recital. (Free)

B Thursday, April 20 at 11:15 a.m.: SMC Jazz Band Vocalists with Jon Mayer,
under the baton of Keith Fiddmont. (Free)

B Sunday, April 23 at 4 p.m.: SMC Concert Band, under the baton of Kevin
McKeown. (Tickets are $10)

W Friday, April 28 at 8 p.m.: SMC Jazz Vocal Ensemble Concert, under the direc-
tion of Cindy Bourquin. (Tickets are $10)

B Saturday, April 29 at 8 p.m.: Benefit Concert for the SMC Applied Music
Program, under the direction of Frank Turner. (Tickets are $10)

For tickets and information, call (310) 434-3000 or (310) 434-4323.

CONDITIONS

DATA PROVIDED BY ONTHE
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SNOW AND SURF REPORTS MR

BEAR MOUNTAIN

NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN  LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0" 36" - 72" 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 27 12/12

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Groomed, Hard Packed

JUNE MOUNTAIN

NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN  LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0" 72" - 120" 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 50 6/6

CONDITIONS: Powder, Packed Powder, Machine Groomed, Variable

MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN

NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN  LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0" 156" - 188" 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 150 23/28

CONDITIONS: Powder, Packed Powder, Machine Groomed

MOUNTAIN HIGH

NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH
(24 Hrs) 0" 12" - 48"

CONDITIONS: Machine Groomed, Wet

LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN  LIFTS OPEN
8:30 am - 10:00 pm 41 10/16

MT. BALDY

NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN  LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0" 24" - 35" 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 20 a/4

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Made, Machine Groomed

SNOW SUMMIT

NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0" 36" - 72" 8:30 am - 6:00 pm 26 14/14

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Made, Machine Groomed

SNOW VALLEY

NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN  LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0" 48" - 54" 8:30 am - 9:00 pm 26 5/11

CONDITIONS: Powder, Packed Powder, Machine Groomed

WSr/pcurt|

SWELL FORECAST (1-2 FT)

Today we'll get hit with another of those Gulf of Alaska
swells, which like recent swells with this origin will bring
some foul weather. Rain is inevitable at this point, and what
surf there is out there will be crappy with 6-8 second peri-
ods running chest high but peaky, windy, and rainy.

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS

Storm driven NW bearing down on coast...

Next NW'er due Wednesday the 22nd...

SATURDAY
LOW TIDE ~ N/A
HIGH TIDE ~ N/A

SUNDAY
LOW TIDE ~ N/A
HIGH TIDE  N/A

MONDAY
LOW TIDE ~ N/A
HIGH TIDE ~ N/A

TUESDAY
LOW TIDE ~ N/A
HIGH TIDE ~ N/A

WEDNESDAY
LOW TIDE ~ N/A N/A N/A N/A
HIGH TIDE  N/A N/A N/A N/A

EMAIL

SURF CENTER santa monica

% Core Surf/lifestyle Shop %X

1451 THIRD STREET PROMENADE
IN SANTA MONICA - 310.656.CURL

RESPONSES
ARE IN!

We have the questions.
You have the answers.
Check out this week’s Q-Line
responses on page 4.

[ ]
The Lll’le AMAAATETIAAA AW
-~The Galle
THE Q-LINE y

Sponsored by...

Rediscover The Galley’s genuine
service while experiencing our new weekend
brunch served-on our
beautiful outdoor: patio.

Serving Brunch from 11AM-4PM
Full Bar-Best Bloody Mary's in Santa Monica

(310) 452-1934
2442 Main Street » Santa Monica

BACK/UNFILED
TAXES?

ALL FORMS e ALL TYPES e ALL STATES

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800
Santa Monica 90401
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A BRAKE WITH TRADITION IS AT ISSUE

This past week, Q-line asked:

“Do you support the building of new parking garages in Santa Monica? Why or
why not?”

Here are your responses:

© “Of course | support more parking garages in Santa Monica. We need them con-
stantly for shoppers and visitors. If Kevin McKeown wants to ride his bicycle around
town that’s fine, but there are people who come in from out of town with rental cars
and all types of business people who need parking, and the Promenade will never get
less busy. So it’s about time we make the move and have some vision about the park-
ing situation in Santa Monica.”

© “I am against increasing parking garages further into the city of Santa Monica
because more cars in downtown Santa Monica, more environmental impact in Santa
Monica, and more greenhouse effect, in a larger effect. | also think Santa Monica
should really start thinking about developing for a world with less oil available. |
mean, close your eyes and think about what’s going to happen if there is not enough
oil anymore to drive all those cars, and do we want to deal with that at the time it’s
happening, because it may start happening soon.”

© “The city shouldn’t have to pay to build all these parking buildings when it’s not
the city who is bringing in all the traffic. Every time these developers, they get in,
come in, and they tear down something little to build something big and that brings in
more people. So, if anyone should be paying to build more parking spaces the devel-
opers should. Make them put in parking in their own projects or make them pay for
the parking buildings, the city shouldn’t have to pay for it.”

© “I think leave it the way it is. However, as a disabled member of this communi-
ty, I think it’s high time for you to fix the streets and sidewalks because they’re not
pedestrian friendly or wheelchair friendly.”

© "Reno, Nevada, has the reputation of being the biggest little city in the world.
Apparently, the entity that stamped that label on Reno, had never visited the city of
Santa Monica. If Reno, Nevada, had the same amount of vehicular traffic that Santa
Monica has on a daily basis it would truly be the biggest little city in the world. There
is not an intersection anywhere in Santa Monica, on a daily basis that does not have
vehicles jockeying for crossing rights. And how can there be any other way? Nearly
every westbound and major roadway from all points east empties onto Ocean Avenue
in Santa Monica. It does not matter if the city adds 700 new parking spaces, or seven
million. If the city built seven million, then motorists would come to Santa Monica to
see seven million parking spaces. It does not take much to excite some people. Santa
Monica has two major drawing cards, and by the most part are free. Those two things
are the Pacific Ocean and the most beautiful sunsets known to mankind. Trust me
folks that’s it.”

© “The need for added downtown parking spaces and parking structures has been
reaffirmed in the face of proposals voted by the Santa Monica Big Blue Bus compa-
ny to reduce evening and weekend service on some lines, and to double the bus fares
by eliminating free transfers for those who need to connect from bus to bus to get
downtown. Since public transportation will become impractical and useless for many
who now use public transportation to get downtown those people who might wish to
visit the Promenade at night and on weekends will have to rely upon their cars or at
least rely upon friends or relatives to drive them downtown. Many more parking
spaces therefor are imperative. However, councilman McKeown whose no growth
policies downtown have contributed to the imminent failing of the movie complexes
on the promenade as wonderful theaters are built outside of Santa Monica, might actu-
ally see his position justified in the long run as the theater complexes on the prome-
nade close without replacements, meaning that fewer people will need to reach the
promenade by public transportation, or by car, and the proposals by the Big Blue Bus
company and Kevin McKeown’s adamant position about parking structures might sig-
nal that the theaters are gone without replacements.”

© “What? More buildings downtown? It’s like driving through canyons as it is.
Building five-story parking structures just gives the developers a foot in the door to
build higher. More businesses and housing downtown mean more of what our leaders
love most: taxes to spend on their social programs. How about less business, less
housing, less traffic, less bums, less City Hall bureaucracy? We want our beach town
back.”

© “I strongly support the building of the new parking garages in Santa Monica, the
original plan of 1712 spaces. In addition, I think they should make those buildings two
more stories higher and put low income housing on top of them and do this whenev-
er they have a public works project for a new library, police station, fire department
parking structure, whatever they got the funds to do the building that does not cost
them that much more to but two stories on top and give people a place to live.”

© “Spending a large amount of public money on parking cars is becoming less and
less wise given that the ability to use cars is becoming more and more compromised
by the price of fuel and the congestion. Let’s focus on getting people into downtown
without having to use their automobile. Let’s get them onto smaller vehicles, let’s get
them onto mass transit that works for everyone especially the employees who are try-
ing to make a living downtown. It’s to expensive to drive from places where they can
afford to live. So less parking and better ways to get people into downtown that don’t
require cars.”

© “Well, the 715 spaces seem warranted. It’s the 1,000 extra spaces that, a devel-
opers scheme, to have the city provide parking for a half million square feet of unap-
proved new commercial development in downtown. That’s in addition to the civic cen-
ter and the Santa Monica Place. Just how much more congestion do we want our
downtown to be in Santa Monica?”

Hard to put a finger on what’s amiss in these courtships

MODERN
TIMES

BY LLOYD GARVER

Years ago, people found dates and
prospective mates at school, at work,
through friends, or just by running into
them by accident. That was back in the
years B.C., Before Computers. Now,
computer dating sites are extremely pop-
ular. But even if they work, are they
preferable to meeting people the old
fashioned way?

Eharmony.com claims that 30,000 cou-
ples have gotten married as a result of
meeting on its site. Of course, there are
millions of people who have gotten mar-
ried without going on a dating site. There
are many online dating services, some
catering specifically to people of a certain
religion or ethnic background. For some
online services, you have to answer hun-
dreds of questions. Some of the dating
services claim to be “scientific.” Reducing
love to science has been repudiated in
many romantic comedy movies involving a
scientist who falls in love in spite of him,
or herself. But | guess some people just

haven’t been paying attention.

Chemistry.com was started by Helen
Fisher who is something called a bioan-
thropologist. She seems to believe that love
can be boiled down to brain chemistry. The
first question on her site has to do with
whether your second or your fourth finger
is longer. According to Ms. Fisher, if your
fourth finger is longer, this means that you
were awash with testosterone while your
mother was pregnant with you. But it’s not
clear if that means your life partner should
be someone with a similar ring finger
longy or with a pointer longy.

Assuming that both people are telling
the truth about themselves, it’s fairly
easy for a computer to match people
with similar interests. But do similarities
attract or do opposites attract? The
answer, obviously, is that it varies from
couple to couple. We all know happy
couples who have nothing in common
and we all know couples who share all
kinds of interests. So how does a dating
computer handle that reality?

One of the goals of these services
seems to be speed. The assumption is that
busy professionals don’t have the time to
go out on a bunch of dates with losers. Let
the computer weed out the Mr. and Ms.
Wrongs, and you just go out with the ones
you’re more likely to hit it off with.

I have a feeling there are many people
who, if their friends call to ask them out
for the evening, they’d reply, “I can’t.
I’m going to be up all night filling out
my online dating questionnaire.”
Wouldn’t all those hours they spend
checking boxes and typing out their
favorite foods be better spent outside of
the house where they might actually
meet someone in person?

Besides, I’m not so sure if the goal
should be somebody you hit it off with
right away. While there are many stories of
love at first sight, there are at least as
many about people who hated each other
at first. Once again, we only need to look
to most romantic comedies for collabora-
tion. After a disastrous meeting, the cou-
ple gets to know each other, and then they
realize they’re in love. You must know
people that this has happened to.

I wouldn’t be married to my wife of 35
years if | had given up after the first time
she told me she wanted to be “just friends.”
But | badgered her and wore her down.
That was part of the courtship process.
How does badgering fit in with digital dat-
ing today? Is it becoming a lost art? Is
there a “Come on. You’ll like me once you
really get to know me” box to check?

Now there’s a new on-line service to
help daters. It’s called

Don’tDateHimGirl.com. It’s a site that
lists men who are known to have cheated
on their girlfriends. If a woman has a bad
experience with a cheater, she can register
his name and photograph with the Web
site, and, presumably, other women won’t
get hurt as she did. Yikes! Shouldn’t we
hear the cheater’s side of the story before
he’s blasted all over cyberspace? And if
this service is needed, shouldn’t there also
be a Don’tDateHerGuys.com to help pro-
tect men from cheating women?

Reputable e-dating services warn that a
person has to be patient, has to have real-
istic expectations, and has to use his or her
instincts. Isn’t that the same advice youd
give someone using more old-fashioned
dating methods? If they’re going to do all
that, why do they need a computer dating
service? But of course, that’s just my opin-
ion. I’m no expert. I’'m just a guy who’s
been married a long time, has seen lots of
movies, and whose second finger is slight-
ly longer than his fourth.

(Lloyd Garver has written for many tel-
evision shows, ranging from “Sesame
Street” to “Family Ties” to “Frasier.” He
also has read many books, some of them in
hardcover. He writes the ““Modern Times™
column for CBSnews.com’s opinion page
and a weekly column for SportsLine.com.)
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GUEST COMMENTARY BY ELIAS SERNA

Solutions to violence
among our youths
aren’t out of reach

Along with my 11-year-old son, Pico
Youth and Family Center members, com-
munity members and more than 700
Samohi students, | marched to call for
peace on the streets on Friday, March 11.
We consoled the family and remembered
Eddie Lopez who was fatally shot on
Feb. 28. Marches also consolidate com-
munity around ideas, so | am writing at a
crossroads to clarify that very different
agendas were present, and mark diver-
gent directions.

I propose that we do not need to look
too far away to see critical solutions, and
that “getting tough” on crime is not one
of them and in fact contributes to violent
outcomes. As in Irag, | do not believe we
need to police and attack suspects. City
leaders do. The Pico neighborhood has
the only Santa Monica park with a police
sub-station, and has no library. The City
Council last week proposed to change the
color of police cars to “black and white”
to resemble the more notorious LAPD.

At the same time, city leaders have
actively worked to exclude the Pico
Youth and Family Center from Virginia
Park, explaining that the park needs to
be inclusive to outsiders and will not
grant the PYFC “permanent presence.”
No one is given exclusive use of the
park — except police.

Gentrification comes with a police
escort.

In January a packed meeting of the
Virginia Park Advisory Committee
overwhelmingly advocated for the pres-
ence of the PYFC at the park. They
wanted transfer of PYFC programs from
its present location on a busy Ninth
Street and Pico Boulevard corner to the
neighborhood park. City officials,
namely cultural affairs director Barbara
Stinchfield and elements of the SMPD
have made it a point to exclude the
PYFC mainly through miscommunica-
tion, delay and criminalization — creat-
ing a climate of fear they accuse the cen-
ter of associating with “gang members.”

By the end of the meeting, the advi-
sory board decided to meet in commit-
tee to reword a recommendation to the
parks and recreation department as to
the “urgency in the need for program-
ming for older youth at the park.” This
signaled the division among the board,
but also a hesitancy to make a judgment
on the place of the PYFC.

It’s important to review key points
brought up by speakers that day to clar-
ify the function of the PYFC in Santa
Monica. Santa Monica College student
Alex Aldana, a recent Samohi graduate,
emphasized the role of the center in pro-
viding him counsel and role models that
have shaped his role as a community
leader. Alex has organized poetry slams,
Malcolm X Day and was a teaching
assistant at UCLA’s Institute for
Democracy, Education and Access
(IDEA). Numerous youth from the cen-
ter spoke, including two who produced a
socially conscious rap CD in the PYFC’s
music studio. They were attending SMC
and pointed out that no songs had cuss

words. Several college-bound seniors
recognized the center’s influence on
their lives and explained that its pres-
ence at the park will allow various older
youth with younger siblings to also have
a place at the park.

Two sole Anglo men spoke against
the center, implying it as a haven of
crime. | thought this was racist but a
Chicano educator who grew up on Pico
emphasized that the park needs to be inclu-
sive of all of Santa Monica, and cordially
suggested the men visit the center before
making judgments. The final speaker,
Mike Jackson, a black case manager at the
center and Samohi graduate reiterated two
key themes that are worth evaluating here.

Firstly, he recognized one of the chil-
dren of a parent who at 10 years old is an
adorable child. To think of how in perhaps
six short years he will be looked at as a
threat to society and fit the appropriate
profile, color and age to be suspect of
gang membership demonstrates how per-
vasive and deceptive the criminalization of
black and brown youth is in our society.

Secondly, he acknowledged how the
work, achievements and goals of the
PYFC are ideal for the community, and
the leadership consists of people who
grew up in the neighborhood, yet are for
some reason feared and not trusted. | had
earlier pointed out that our city is plagued
by a similar fear of organic leadership.

From my own experience as an
English teacher at Samohi four years
ago, black and Latino educators were
hampered by administrative neglect of
their unique and important skills.
Instead of valuing indigenous connec-
tions to the community, these teachers
and staff were expected to be “good
Mexicans” or “good blacks,” employees
who follow the leadership of authority.
Community connections and insights
continue, in fact, to be perceived by
these authorities as “political” and a
threat to their control.

While PYFC staff busy themselves run-
ning programs, the center’s director Oscar
dela Torre stated recently, “people are play-
ing politics with the lives of youth.”

In the larger picture — not only Santa
Monica, but the nation and world —
established leaders need to be more
inclusive and, if the word has not com-
pletely lost its meaning, democratic. We
need to abandon old patterns and behav-
iors of exclusion, and understand that
marginalized voices and ideas from the
street level contain insights and genuine
answers to urgent problems.

By supporting unique and effective
organizations such as the PYFC — as
opposed to outside or state agencies and their
often rigid, imposed and token solutions —
we not only give a voice to local residents,
we also empower one of our own home-
grown institutions that is involved in build-
ing necessary “ways of life” for a world that
crucially needs new social visions.

(Elias Serna is a professor at Cal
State University Northridge who resides
in Santa Monica.)
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SANTA MONICA, CA — If you suffer from
headaches and are currently taking medica-
tion to alleviate your pain, then you need to
call the Headache Sufferer’s Hotline and dis-
cover what your doctor may not know about
the real cause of most headaches. Learn
what medical studies have proven to be the
most effective headache treatment to date.

And best of all is that this treatment doesn’t

involve taking any pills or surgery of any
kind! To hear the truth about headaches most
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Quake centennial
a boon for Insurers

BY SCOTT LINDLAW

Associated Press Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — When Charlie
Bott got an offer in the mail recently for
earthquake insurance, he stared long
and hard at the bottom line. Then he
threw it away.

“It was way beyond anything you pay
for house insurance. Not even in the same
league,” said Bott, a nuclear engineer with
a baby on the way.

Now, like millions of others, he’s
hoping the Big One doesn’t strike —
or if it does, that the government will
come to the rescue.

Californians have built vast metropo-
lises atop seismic faults, but 86 percent
of the state’s homeowners have no
guake insurance, a proportion that has
crept upward as memories of past
quakes fade.

“It’s a game of Russian roulette,”
said Norman Williams, an assistant
deputy commissioner at the state
Department of Insurance.

State officials are hoping that next
month’s 100th anniversary of the 1906
San Francisco earthquake will inspire
Californians to prepare. That quake and
subsequent fires destroyed 28,000 build-
ings and left 225,000 of the city’s
400,000 residents homeless. Estimates of
the death toll range from less than 500 to
more than 3,000, making it one of the
deadliest natural disasters ever to strike
the United States.

Hurricane Katrina, which killed more
than 1,300 people, has had a dual effect
on homeowners in the Bay Area, where
geologists project a 62 percent probabil-
ity of a magnitude 6.7 or greater earth-
quake in the next 26 years.

Some Californians called their insur-
ance agents and signed up for quake cov-
erage. But for many others, watching bil-
lions of dollars in federal aid pour into the
Gulf Coast merely bolstered a sense that
the government would come to the rescue
after a big earthquake.

There’s a joke in the insurance industry
about this mind-set. It’s nicknamed the
“Air Force One Solution” — based on the
myth that the president would surely fly
over a disaster zone dropping $100 bills
from his plane.

“Good luck with that,” said Nancy
Kincaid, director of public policy, mitiga-
tion and communications for the
California Earthquake Authority. The
authority is the state’s privately funded,
publicly managed quake insurance
provider; its member companies provide
coverage to about 70 percent of
Californians who have such protection.

“Everyone thinks the government will
bail you out,” she said, “but we’ve learned
it’s absolutely not true.”

The Federal Emergency Management
Agency provides only limited assistance,
said spokeswoman Nicol Andrews.

“FEMAs not designed to make people
whole after disaster, but to get people back
on their feet,” she said. The cap on FEMA
grants to a single household is currently
$26,200, and on loans, $150,000.

“It would be a false sense of security
to rely on FEMA to rebuild a life the
way it was before a disaster,” Andrews
said.

FEMA still maintains an office in

Northridge, near Los Angeles, for recon-
struction projects 12 years after the dead-
ly earthquake there. It’s a testament to the
limited powers of the government to swift-
ly rebuild lives.

The Northridge quake had a magnitude
of 6.7 — in the range of the big quake that
is likely to strike the San Francisco Bay
area. It killed 72 people, left 9,000 injured
and wreaked an estimated $25 billion in
damage.

Yet most Californians still pin their
hopes on the federal government, should a
quake badly damage their homes.

“That would be the only thing that
would save the region,” said Matthew
Park, an information-technology man-
ager who owns a home in Corte
Madera, across the Golden Gate Bridge
from San Francisco.

“l am hopeful, but I think it’s dicey,”
Park said of the federal government
marching in with aid. “Based on Katrina,
my confidence is low.”

Still, Park decided against adding
earthquake insurance to his homeown-
er’s policy. “The deductible is ridicu-
lously high, to the point where the level
of protection you actually receive is ane-
mic,” he said.

The cost of earthquake insurance varies
widely based on the home’s location, age,
type of construction, proximity to faults
and type of land it’s built upon — bedrock
or landfill, for instance.

One homeowner in Oakland will pay
$1,468 this year for $306,000 in insurance
coverage for his house, with a deductible
of nearly $46,000. A house insured for
$500,000 in the Marina district of San
Francisco — a neighborhood built on
more unstable fill from the bay — costs
$2,400 a year to insure through the
California Earthquake Authority, with a
$75,000 deductible.

In a region where many homeowners
are already stretched thin by some of the
highest home prices in the country, quake
insurance is another expense they cannot
afford to take on.

If the worst-case scenario struck, for
example, Park would still owe the bank
hundreds of thousands of dollars, on top
of his reconstruction bill.

“I don’t know where my funds would
come from to manage that beefy mort-
gage and the additional costs of rebuild-
ing,” he said. “I guess it would be a fore-
closure scenario.”

The earthquake authority’s rates will
drop practically across the board in July,
with the average decrease 22 percent,
Kincaid said. This is driven in part by a
recent government study that found the
risk of quake damage was lower than
previously thought in many densely
populated areas.

Earthquake authority officials are also
hoping the rate cut will help reverse a long
slide in the number of homeowners who
have quake insurance.

But some acknowledge they are simply
gambling with their homes.

“The costs seem not to justify the
expense,” said Mike Janover, a market-
ing official at an Internet company.
“My home is on bedrock, as well as the
fact the place is 96 years old. If it hung
in there this long, I made a bet it can
hang in there for another five years
before I sell it.”



Santa Monica Daily Press O Weekend Edition, March 18-19, 2006 1 Page 7

STATE

Trans-border shopping
opens new doors at home

BY PETER PRENGAMAN

Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — Odilon Hernandez
recently bought a television for his par-
ents back home in Puebla, Mexico. But
he didn’t intend to ship it or even load it
in his car for his next trip across the
border.

Instead, he took advantage of one of
the growing number of U.S. retailers
that sell products to immigrants here
then deliver the items directly to rela-
tives back home.

For Mother’s Day, Hernandez bought a
refrigerator and stove at the same La
Curacao store where he shopped for the
TV. Both kitchen appliances were deliv-
ered to his parents’ house from well-
stocked warehouses in Mexico.

“This service is great,” said
Hernandez, who has worked as a janitor
since moving with his wife to Los
Angeles five years ago. “More and more
people are sending this way.”

Immigrants have long sent money to
relatives back home through wire-transfer
services. But as the remittance market
explodes — Latin American and
Caribbean immigrants in the U.S. sent an
estimated $40 billion home in 2005 —
stores and financial institutions are rush-
ing to create new services to capitalize
even more.

The result is a plethora of options for
immigrants looking to spend money on
goods and services.

Immigrants can now send everything
from flowers to dining room sets. Many
stores give them credit, even if they are in
the United States illegally. They can even
finance a house in their native country and
make payments here.

Companies such as Los Angeles-based
La Curacao determine credit eligibility for
illegal immigrants based on how long they
have been in the U.S., statements from rel-
atives or employers about their financial
situation, copies of bills paid consistently,
and other information.

“We are basically financing people
who often don’t have a Social Security
number or legal residence,” said Mauricio
Fux, La Curacao vice president for corpo-
rate development. “With billions of dol-
lars going home to Mexico, we always ask
ourselves, “What can we do that is differ-
ent?’ to capture some of it.”

Fux said competition to sell products
has increased so much that La Curacao
now guarantees delivery to almost any
location in countries where the chain
operates.

That sometimes means using donkeys,
small boats or other unconventional meth-
ods to make deliveries to remote loca-
tions, he said.

Conservative groups opposed to illegal
immigration often complain that undocu-
mented workers are a drain on social serv-
ices, but retail plans that allow them to
buy products here for relatives back home
have not drawn criticism.

Many of the firms involved are
American-owned, and the purchases are
akin to U.S. citizens using a catalog or the
Internet to order products abroad.

Dozens of U.S. and Mexico-based
companies — from chain-store retailers
to mom-and-pop operations — offer
their products and services through dis-
tribution deals with companies in Latin

America. Relatives on the receiving end
don’t have to deal with customs or
import taxes.

The heaviest demand for the retail
products comes from Mexico, Guatemala,
Nicaragua and EI Salvador. Some compa-
nies also cater to other Latin American
and Caribbean nations.

There are no statistics on immigrant
spending on goods and services sent to
their home countries. But it could be as
much as $10 billion a year on top of cash
remittance, said Donald Terry, multilateral
investment fund manager for the Inter-
American Development Bank.

“People move north by
the millions, and the
money moves south by
the billions. The key is
harnessing the money for
productive activity”

DONALD TERRY
Investment fund manager

The scale is so large that the bank has
identified money for goods and services,
along with traditional remittances, as tools
for development in Latin America, espe-
cially to build houses.

“People move north by the millions,
and the money moves south by the bil-
lions,” Terry said. “The key is harnessing
the money for productive activity” like
property investments.

Construmex, a U.S.-based unit of
Mexican cement giant Cemex, helps
Mexican immigrants find materials and
contract with firms back home to have
homes built. Construmex also provides
financing to buy existing houses.

Immigrants must first have a down
payment of 12 percent of the value of a
house, which generally cost about
$35,000, said Luis Enrique Martinez,
Construmex’s U.S. general manager.

The dwelling can be paid off using a
payment plan lasting as long as 10 years.
In a way similar to a bank, Construmex
will foreclose if payments stop.

Construmex doesn’t ask applicants
about their residency status in the U.S,,
Martinez said. Instead, it bases approval
on whether an immigrant earns enough to
make the monthly payments.

The program began five years ago in
Los Angeles and has since expanded to
major cities around the country with large
Mexican populations. It’s become popular
with Mexican immigrants because it guar-
antees the money they earn here goes
toward something concrete.

“Many people come here thinking
they’ll save money to build a house,”
Martinez said. “But often money sent
home isn’t used for that, and they return
with nothing.”

Many immigrants agree that it’s better
to buy products than send money.

“When | send money they don’t buy
what they need,” said Teresa Rodriguez,
55, who has sent everything from refrig-
erators to gas stoves to two adult chil-
dren in El Salvador. “Sometimes they
just go shopping.”

SANTA MONICA- A new scientifically
advanced treatment is now available for
people who suffer from debilitating back
pain and sciatica from a herniated disc.
Research has proven that non-surgical
Lumbar Decompression Therapy
has an 86% to 91% success rate and no
known side effects. Even with multiple
herniated discs or failed back surgery,
this new medical breakthrough is the
most promising back pain treatment
available today.

The Lordex Spine Institute, a
nationwide treatment and research cor-
poration, has recently joined with Dr.

Medical Breakthrough Offers New
Hope For Disc Herniation Sufferers

Timothy Bullock to bring you Lumbar
Decompression Therapy here in Santa
Monica.

For a free medical report sent to
you in the mail including information
about this new therapy, to attend one of
our free monthly seminars about this
new non-surgical procedure, or to
schedule a free consultation to find out
if you qualify for treatment, or to just
simply ask a question, you may e-mail
or call your request or question to the
Lordex Spine Institute of Santa Monica
at: drbullock@mac.com
phone (310) 394-1515
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Saturn moon interest
unlikely to alter NASA

BY ALICIA CHANG
AP Science Writer

LOS ANGELES — To scientists scanning
the cosmos for signs of life, the stunning
discovery of what appears to be water on
an obscure moon orbiting Saturn couldn’t
come at a more pivotal time.

With a fresh focus on returning astro-
nauts to Earth’s own moon, NASA has
squashed several missions that over the
next decade were to have continued the
search for extraterrestrial life.

Can images from Enceladus, an icy
moon located more than 800 million miles
from Earth, supercharge interest and fund-
ing for life-finding missions?

Probably not any time soon. Missions
take years to launch and what enthusiasm
NASA has for finding otherworldly life
already is focused on Mars and the Jupiter
moon Europa, where promising leads have
been studied for years.

Even those missions aren’t on the fast
track. Budget woes last year scrapped a
NASA project to send a nuclear-powered
spacecraft to Europa, which may hide vast
oceans of water under thick ice sheets.
The cancellation of a trip to a moon more
accessible and hundreds of millions of
miles closer than Enceladus doesn’t bode
well for new projects.

“Anyone who thinks they can squeeze
an Enceladus mission into the budget
planning is awfully naive,” said Bruce
Jakosky, an astrobiologist at the
University of Colorado, Boulder.

Still, scientists were abuzz over a report
last week in the journal Science that
showed what seem to be water geysers
shooting miles above Enceladus’ warm
southern pole region. Along with a stable
heat source and organic substances, water
is believed essential to life.

The tantalizing Enceladus images were
snapped by the Cassini spacecraft, an
international project managed by NASA’s
Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena.
Cassini plans at least one more pass by

Enceladus, in 2008, which could reveal
further details of the moon’s potential to
harbor life — though not the presence of
life itself.

The space agency hasn’t ruled out extend-
ing that mission, said Andrew Dantzler,
director of NASA solar system division.
But any future mission to Enceladus would
come after a Europa trip, he said.

“l believe all these great missions that
we want to do, we will do,” he said. “We
just have to space them out.”

Extraterrestrial organisms likely would
be simple microbes capable of surviving
extreme conditions. Not the stuff of
movies, but enough to keep some NASA
space prospecting programs alive amid the
agency’s goal of revisiting the moon by
2018.

NASA’s proposed budget for fiscal year
2007 would give science projects $5.3 bil-
lion, but plans are to limit growth over the
next four years to compensate for a $3 bil-
lion shortfall in the space shuttle program.
Two programs to search for planets
beyond the solar system capable of sup-
porting life have been delayed until the
middle of next decade.

While unmanned missions are facing a
“tough time,” the Enceladus discovery
should spur interest in the hunt for alien
life, said Bruce Runnegar, director of the
NASA Astrobiology Institute.

“This is the sort of thing that will help
the astrobiology field get stronger and
hopefully survive,” Runnegar said.

NASA does plan to land two more
robotic probes on Mars this decade to
search for ancient water and will launch
the Kepler spacecraft to look for Earth-
sized planets circling other stars.

Astrobiologist Neville Woolf of the
University of Arizona would like to see
another  mission  answer  whether
Enceladus is life-friendly.

“At some point, someone will have the
courage and money to look at Enceladus,”
Woolf said. “As to when that will be, I’'m
no wiser than anyone else.”
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Wine country caves catch
on with vintners, tourists

BY JIM WASSERMAN

Associated Press Staff Writer

ST. HELENA, Calif. — Don Magorian,
like the subway tunnelers who mentored
him and the railroad and ore tunnelers who
are now his competitors, dug gold mine
tunnels in the Sierra Nevada for 20 years
before he discovered wine caves in 1997.

The owner of Auburn-based
Magorian Mine Services never returned
to those mountains.

“This is the new gold,” said his veteran
tunneler Mike Holley.

Deep inside a hole in a Napa Valley hill-
side, Holley rides a noisy vehicle with
caterpillar tracks and grinding tungsten car-
bide teeth. On a good day, he chews through
3 feet of volcanic earth, creating a 14,000-
square-foot space that will eventually wow
tourists, store wine barrels at ideal tempera-
tures and house the underground tanks for
the future Arkenstone Winery.

Burrow into what’s increasingly all the
rage in wine country: caves. Vintners are
burying whole wineries inside caves, carv-
ing out dramatic grottoes for entertaining
or creating more utilitarian storage spaces.

In both cases, the wineries are realizing
savings by cutting their construction costs
— sometimes by as much as half — and
reducing bills for heating and cooling.

Chuck McMinn’ cave, with burgundy
floors and beige walls, feels more like an
upscale hotel amenity than a hole in the
ground. A double stack of wine barrels
lines the walls leading visitors to a stun-
ning tasting room with overhead chande-
lier and room for 50 people.

“As soon as we walked through those
doors we were 30 feet underground,” said
McMinn, owner of St. Helena’s Vineyard 29.

Showing off 1,000 feet of three-year-old
tunnels directly beneath a sauvignon blanc
vineyard, he added: “In this cave, we can
store up to 1,000 barrels. That’s 25,000 cases
of wine, two years’ worth of production.”

Magorian well remembers McMinn’s
tasting room, where his crew cut out and
carted away a rock the size of a
Volkswagen Beetle.

Wine caves, first dug in the 1880s by
Chinese laborers at Beringer and
Schramsberg wineries in the northern Napa
Valley, now number at least 150 in Napa
and Sonoma counties, Magorian estimates.
A new generation of caves emerged in the
1980s amid the extra wealth of increasing
U.S. wine consumption. The trend slowed
for a while, but numbers are again taking
off with a strong economy.

The idea is spreading now to private
homes.

“One of our clients says it’s his eye of
the hurricane,” said David Provost, presi-
dent of Napa-based Bacchus Caves,
named for the Roman god of wine.
“We’ve got people who put an art gallery
in. One person down south is putting in a
library because they’re in a fire danger

area and want their books to be safe.
Another guy back East wants a place to
store 58,000 bottles of wine,” he said.

Provost is digging an 18,000-square-
foot cave for Napa’s Meritage Resort hotel
with room for 245-person dinner parties.

Why a hotel cave?

“Because of the cost of construction,”
he said. “They’re on a hillside, and what
better use of a hillside than a cave? It’s
obviously very unique, and they’re hoping
for that to be a big draw.”

Sacramento-area wine country has
caves, too, at Gold Hill Winery at Coloma,
Sogno Winery at Shingle Springs, Dobra
Zemlja Winery in Plymouth and Winery
by the Creek at Fair Play.

“It’s a great party spot,” said Charles
Mitchell, owner of Winery by the Creek.
“There’s a certain amount of people who
don’t feel comfortable. They don’t want to
be underground.

“I love it,” he said. “I have about 150 to
200 barrels in there.”

Mitchell said the cost of his caves and
tasting room “pushed up against $1 million.”

In the Napa Valley, caves typically cost
between $125 and $300 per square foot to
excavate and finish — and more for
upscale lighting and doors, Provost said.
Winery architects say similar outdoor pro-
duction and warehouse space is a mini-
mum of $175 per square foot, while hos-
pitality facilities that include tasting
rooms start at $350 per square foot.

Tourists find caves irresistible.

“We send them to Schramsberg,” said
Judy Cook, owner of Calistoga’s Brannon
Cottage Inn. “l also send them to
Storybook (Mountain Vineyards). Their
caves are amazing. People are very inter-
ested because most people don’t know
what a cave is.”

“If I’'m on a tour and | can’t take my
guests to a winery with caves, | don’t
even mention it,” said Don Rickard,
president of Solano County-based
Platypus Tours. “If 1 do know I’m going
to a cave that day, | play it up. People are
very excited about it.

“It’s almost an otherworldly activity,”
he said. “You’re in the earth. People are
fascinated by being way down, surround-
ed by rock and dirt.”

In St. Helena, Magorian is close to fin-
ishing a 5,500-square-foot cave for retired
timber executive Dan Voeschen, owner of
seven-acre Motion Vineyards.

Voeschen is putting an entire winery
inside the hill because “this is all the space
we’ve got.”

At about $135 per square foot, the cave
will cost nearly $800,000 and house a pro-
cessing facility, barrel storage and private
tasting. That’s at least $162,000 cheaper
than the minimum for an outdoor facility.

Amid his finished walls and dirt floor,
Voeschen can already picture his winery
there this fall.

“It will be a cute one,” he said.
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Temperature trackers produce results

BY MELISSA MCGRATH

Associated Press Writer

BOISE, Idaho — Ever wonder how those
strawberries you’re about to buy got to the
store? Or more importantly, what hap-
pened to the fruit during shipment?

PakSense, a Boise technology firm, has
developed a way for those in the food busi-
ness to monitor their produce, meat and
other products in transit with Smart Labels,
electronic sensors stuffed into an adhesive
label about the size of a sugar packet.

The labels, which can stick to a card-
board box or crate, track the temperature
every five minutes for up to four weeks and
transfer that information to a computer.

Sysco Food Services of Idaho, which
distributes food to local restaurants, hospi-
tals, schools and hotels, is testing the tech-
nology and has found it useful in the field.

“For us, it’s important, because we want
to make sure we’re providing the best
quality products to our customers,” said
Terry Reynolds, vice president of mer-
chandising and marketing at Sysco ldaho.
“By maintaining and controlling the tem-
perature of the food, you can make sure it
is not going to be in jeopardy of shorten-
ing its shelf life.”

The Smart Labels are different than
radio-frequency identification, or RFID,
tags that some manufacturers and retailers
like Wal-Mart Stores Inc. use. Those tags
are used to help Wal-Mart track what
items it needs to restock on its shelves.

PakSense Smart Labels are different
because the labels are able to record more
than just the product’s serial number, com-
pany officials said. It can track the tem-
perature surrounding the product.

The reaction to the new label from the
food industry has been overwhelming,
said David Baldwin, vice president of

sales and marketing for PakSense.

PakSense is testing the technology
locally with Sysco Idaho, but several other
companies already have shown interest in
using the labels, including a national
supermarket chain, a worldwide banana
supplier, a European grocery chain and a
couple of food distribution businesses,
Baldwin said. He declined to disclose the
names of the interested companies.

The idea for the Smart Labels started
when Tom Jensen, the founder of
PakSense, was on an airplane in 2002. He
sat next to an executive from a
Midwestern meat packing plant who com-
plained to Jensen that there was no quick
and easy way for him to track the temper-
ature of his beef in transit.

So Jensen, who was working as a prod-
uct design consultant in the tech industry
at the time, developed a rough prototype
that he eventually turned into PakSense’s
TTi Smart Label. (TTi stands for
time/temperature integration.)

Jensen, who now has several patents
pending on the technology, founded
PakSense in 2004 to develop more of these
labels. He brought on a management team
last year to help run the company and sell
the product worldwide, and his technology
startup has grown to eight employees.

The field trials with Sysco Idaho
started about three weeks ago, and the
local food distributor already has
embraced the technology.

Before using PakSense Smart Labels,
Sysco relied on data recorders that were
stored on each shipping truck. After a
shipment, the company would open the
recorder and take out a sheet of paper
from inside the recorder that tracked the
temperature trends during travel.

But the recorder does not say at what
time of day the temperature rose or

dropped, said Keith Hahn, a produce cate-
gory manager at Sysco Idaho.

“It is more a measure of a trend,” he
said of the recorder. *“You can see it over
the course of a day.”

The PakSense label, however, lets the
food distributors know immediately
whether mushrooms, tomatoes or lettuce
are fresh when they get off the truck
because each label has three lights — over
temp, under temp and OK. One of the
lights will be lit depending on what the
temperatures were during shipment.

Right now, Sysco is testing the labels
on the shipments it gets from producers,
rather than the truckloads it takes to
retailers in the area. If the PakSense
label says a product is no longer fresh
when it shows up at the Sysco ware-
house, Sysco officials can save time and
money by sending the food back to the
producer immediately instead of ship-
ping it on to its customers.

Sysco also can download data from the
label into a spreadsheet on the computer
to find out exactly what time of day the
produce went bad. The label records the
temperature every five minutes.

For example, if a box of mushrooms —
which generally needs to be stored
between 28 degrees and 39 degrees
Fahrenheit — gets around 45 degrees at
one point in the day, Sysco would be able
to know exactly what time the temperature
went above 39 degrees and how long it
stayed there, Hahn said.

“We’ve had several incidences where
the product came in out of temperature,
and we’re not going to pay for it. ... (The
label) is your proof that there was a prob-
lem on the truck,” Hahn said. “It is some-
what of an insurance policy.”

Hahn also likes that the information the
label collects is digital. That means Sysco

workers don’t have to deal with getting
paper from the recorder. Instead, they can
download the data about the temperatures
and times using a reader device that
attaches to the chip inside the label and a
computer to transfer the data.

Then, Sysco can print out the informa-
tion or e-mail it, Hahn said.

Still, some aspects of the technology
need to be improved to make it easier for
people in the food industry to use, Hahn
said. For example, hed like the data to
measure temperatures in Fahrenheit instead
of Celsius, and he wants PakSense to devel-
op a handheld reader device so Sysco
workers can download the data on the dock.

But that is why Sysco is testing the
product, so it can give PakSense feed-
back, Hahn said.

“It is brand new and just getting off
the ground. I definitely see potential in
it,” he said.

PakSense has plans to make its product
wireless in the future, Baldwin said. Right
now, the company is focused on improving
its existing product and lowering its cost.

PakSense is making hundreds of labels
a month now and selling them for between
$10 to $12 each. But the company hopes
to bring that price down as it continues to
ramp up production to make thousands of
labels in the next few months, said Eric
Larson, the company’s president and chief
executive officer.

PakSense makes its labels locally, buy-
ing circuit boards from companies in
Boise and then hiring local manufacturers
to assemble the labels, Baldwin said.

“We are keeping it a local, Boise com-
pany,” Baldwin said. “This is the plan.”

In the future, Jensen and his manage-
ment team can see the label being used to
ship pharmaceuticals, chemicals and other
products.
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Bandits find easy targets
by holding up Immigrants

BY ARTHUR H. ROTSTEIN

Associated Press Writer

TUCSON, Ariz. — Armed robberies of
illegal immigrants by bandits are on the
rise along the busy Arizona-Mexico bor-
der, with some of the most notable spikes
coming in more remote areas increasingly
favored by crossers, authorities say.

The increases also reflect competition
among smugglers pressured by U.S.
Border Patrol crackdowns and bandits
eager to take advantage of easy targets,
officials say.

“A lot of it has to do with what we’re
seeing on the border in terms of enforce-
ment efforts,” said Gus Soto, spokesman
for the Border Patrol’s Tucson sector,
which covers most of Arizona’s roughly
380-mile border with Mexico.

“It’s becoming more difficult to cross,
and the smugglers are going after each
other, battling each other for control,
going after the other organizations after
they’re in the country to rob them and
steal their human cargo.”

The heaviest increases apparently are
in an area southwest of Tucson around the
border community of Sasabe, including
the Buenos Aires National Wildlife
Refuge, and in Yuma County in the south-
western corner of Arizona.

Both of those areas are used heavily by
border crossers and their smugglers. Yuma
County has become a more desirable route
in recent months for some migrants since
the Border Patrol stepped up enforcement
in other heavy traffic areas to the east.

The robbery numbers have gone up
with the traffic.

“We have seen a significant increase in
armed robberies of illegal aliens over the
last year or so,” said Capt. Eben Bratcher
of the Yuma County Sheriff’s Department,
which has dealt with many of the victims.
“Without a doubt the numbers have
increased.”

The Border Patrol in the area is also
reporting increased numbers.

In the 2004 fiscal year, 12 illegal immi-
grants reported being robbed in three inci-
dents in the patrol’s Yuma sector.

In 2005, there were 17 incidents involv-
ing about 98 victims, Border Patrol
spokesman Rick Hays said.

During the current fiscal year, which
began Oct. 1, there have been 39 incidents
involving about 330 victims, Hays said.

“A lot of these individuals have become
targets of opportunity,” Hays said. “The
Yuma sector is seeing an increase (of traf-

fic) through this corridor. It’s an opportu-
nity for these criminal organizations to
prey upon.”

Early this month, Border Patrol agents
who came under fire shot and killed a rob-
bery suspect while patrolling a thickly
vegetated area along the Colorado River
where many of the Yuma-area robberies
have occurred.

The sheriff’s department’s Bratcher
said there are indications that some immi-
grant smugglers may be working with
bandits.

More than once victimized migrant
groups reported that their smuggler, or
coyote, brought them to a particular area
along the river and told them to wait, only
to have the bandits emerge from the
undergrowth and rob them.

Soto, the Tucson sector spokesman,
said that sometimes bandits working with
a smuggling ring will jump a group of
migrants being escorted by a competing
organization’s guide, scare him off and
take the migrants at gunpoint to demand
additional money from their families.

Santa Cruz County Sheriff Tony
Estrada suggested that migrants trying to
cross the border by themselves, without a
coyote’s assistance, are particularly vul-
nerable to theft, assault, robbery, rape or
even murder.

Many of the crimes against migrants
are believed to occur on the Mexican side
of the border, but some bandits jump
groups of migrants once they’ve crossed
into Arizona, officials say.

According to the Mexican consulate in
Yuma, the victims usually report that they
were held up before they crossed into the
United States. Humanitarian workers have
said much the same.

“Most of it is occurring just as you
stage to cross the border in the darkness,”
said the Rev. Robin Hoover, who heads a
humanitarian organization called Humane
Borders.

But Soto noted that victims often don’t
know where the assault occurred.

In many cases, the crimes go unreport-
ed. Estrada characterized such robberies
as being “grossly underreported.”

“If the Border Patrol doesn’t pick them
up,” Estrada said, “we never hear about it.”

Hoover said the border helps create
crime in both directions, noting that if a
bandit robs someone on the U.S. side and
flees to Mexico, “then no crime has been
committed in Mexico, and so unless he’s
apprehended by U.S. officials, there’s no
prosecution.”
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A city mulls how to keep kids inspired

GANG VIOLENCE, from page 1

Participants — including elected offi-
cials, educators, and members of law
enforcement and faith-based communities
— will give status updates as to where
they are in implementing programs to
keep youth inspired and away from gangs.

The workshop will also afford resi-
dents the opportunity to offer sugges-
tions, along with a chance to voice their
frustration and anger over the loss of
Lopez, a popular athlete at Samohi who
was shot and killed Feb. 28 by a suspect-
ed gang member.

The success of both the workshop and
programs devised as a result, is highly
dependent on the participation of the com-
munity, officials said, which is why they
are encouraging everyone to attend.

“Gang violence is an issue in which the
community needs to take ownership,” City
Councilman Richard Bloom said earlier
this week. “Every person in our city needs

to work to make this community safe —
that means every resident, elected offi-
cials, law enforcement, city staff.

“We all need to pull together and form
a common agenda that says this type of
behavior will not be tolerated in this city.”

In a report given to the council at its
meeting last Tuesday, Police Chief James
T. Butts, Jr. said the key to eliminating
the presence of gangs is adults willing to
offer youth hope, unconditional love and
opportunity. He also said it’s going to
take continued collaboration with other
cities, and not just in the area of law
enforcement.

The problem is officials outside of
Santa Monica may not be aware of the
severity of gang violence here, perhaps
under the impression that this wealthy,
beach community is immune to such
problems. That is why turnout is so impor-
tant, to raise awareness not only in the city,
but in the region as well, said gang inter-
vention specialist William “Blinky”

Volunteers In It for

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
Luis Evangelista grubs down during this
week’s carbo load dinner in preparation for
Sunday’s LA Marathon.

MARATHON, from page 1

health for the better, and maybe be a role
model for others who want to get away
from junk food.”

No longer afraid of developing diabetes
like other members of his family, Cuellar
said he owes his health and a new outlook
on life to the local branch of the Police
Activities League, or PAL, and its dedicat-
ed staff and volunteers.

“They never let you down,” he said of
PAL, a non-profit, law enforcement-
affiliated service provider for youth.
“They’ll encourage you all the way
through, supporting you and making
sure you never give up.”

One of those mentors is Karen Humphrey,
a program supervisor at PAL who will be
running her 10th marathon on Sunday.
Humphrey and other volunteers agree to
train along with 54 PAL kids, ages 12 to 18,
at least two times a week for roughly nine
months. Thirty-two kids will be running the
marathon, while 22 more will ride bikes.

“l think we’re all feeling the aches and
pains right now,” Humphrey said. “But I’m
looking forward to it. It’s like having
another baby. Why put yourself through all
that when you know what the pain is like?
I do it for the kids. That’s my motivation.”

Training starts in the fall, with a series
of short runs from Memorial Park to the
pier and back. As the kids adjust, the runs
grow longer, until by the end of training
the kids run at least 20 miles or more,
Humphrey said.

The training follows a formula set by
Students Run LA, a non-profit which
challenges at-risk youth to experience the
benefits of goal-setting, character devel-
opment, adult mentoring and improved
health by training for and completing the
city marathon.

“Students Run LA is a great organiza-
tion,” Humphrey said. “We couldn’t do
this without them.”

Training can be tough, as some have
never run for distances before, but after a
while it becomes easy, even fun, said
Sharice McDonald, 16.

“I’m really excited about Sunday;” she said.
“l can’t wait to get out there and see all the
people cheering. It’s going to be a great time.”

McDonald said she’s a little nervous,
having never competed in a marathon
before, but she is confident the training
she has received, plus a little adrenaline,
will carry her through.

As will her new running shoes from
Saucony, which donates two pairs of shoes
to each PAL participant, one for training
and another pair for the marathon. Each
PAL member will also wear a specially
designed uniform — blue trunks with a
white tank top made by Coolmax.

They will also be loaded up on carbo-
hydrates, thanks to more than $3,200
worth of pasta provided by the Sheraton
Delfina Hotel during PALs annual carbo-
load dinner, held last Thursday.

“It’s really a blessing — the uniforms, the
shoes, everything,” Cuellar said. “The shorts
are a little small, but it’s only for one day. |
guess it won’t hurt to wear them for one day.”

There will be an extra incentive for
those running this year. To help the family
of slain Santa Monica High School Student
Eduardo “Eddie” Lopez, City Manager
Lamont Ewell, Santa Monica Police Lt.
Frank Fabrega and Maria Crocker — sister
of SMPD Officer Ricardo Crocker, who
was killed in Irag in 2005 — have offered
to donate to the family $100 for the first
person from PAL to finish the marathon
within 4 hours and 1 minute, and $50 for
both the first boy and girl.

Rodriguez, executive director of
Communities in Schools Greater Los
Angeles, who served as a panelist for the
first workshop more than a year ago.

“l don’t think it really has sunken in
yet, even for those who live (in Santa
Monica,)” Rodriguez said. “You need to
get people to understand the culture of
these gang members, to witness the warn-
ing signs so that maybe if they see a kid
down the block start turning towards the
gang life, they can intervene.”

The workshop will begin with an intro-
duction by Kuehl, and then City Manager
Lamont Ewell will give a report regarding
recent efforts City Hall has engaged in
following Lopez’ death, such as a new
rapid graffiti removal program and new
lighting in alleys.

Interim Superintendent of schools
Mike Mathews will update the public on
the district’s efforts to engage community
partners, such as a new mentoring pro-
gram at Santa Monica High School.

There will also be representatives from
the Pico and Ocean Park neighborhoods
to talk about the impact of gang violence
there. Members of the Los Angeles
County Probation Department will give a
report as well, along with the State
Building and Construction Trades
Council of California.

A representative with the Santa Monica
Chamber of Commerce will be on hand to
announce their annual job fair — sched-
uled for April 26 at Samohi — as well as
a new partnership with the Boys and Girls
Club to increase the number of adults
willing to adopt a new brother or sister.

“I’m hoping that this session will real-
ly provide the public with some answers
and give them options for how they can
help,” said Kuehl. “We know people will
want to vent, and that is OK. We under-
stand there are a lot of intense emotions
right now. But we hope at the end of the
day they can walk away with something
tangible.”

long haul with kids
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Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press

Santa Monica Police Department Lt. Frank Fabrega gives a pep talk to PAL kids competing in this
weekend’s LA Marathon during a carbo load dinner at the Sheraton Delfina on Thursday night.
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Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press

An international field of professional runners, in town for this Sunday’s LA Marathon, take a
‘glory lap’ around the school track on Friday with students from Manual Arts High School, on
Vermont Avenue in Los Angeles. The students are taking part in Students Run LA, a non-profit
that challenges at-risk youths to set goals and improve their health through training.
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No need for Ringo

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
Arthur Nakane, a one-man-band, entertains at the Santa Monica Pier. Nakane can play up to
seven instruments at one time, among them — an electric guitar, a drum machine, keyboards,
harmonica, electric kazoo, tambourine, maracas and symbols. He also sings duets. Nakane
has been performing since 1976, after serving as a high school teacher. He currently spends
his days working as a translator.

The weight will be over soon
for adventurers with bank

SPACE TOURIST, from page 1

Several private companies will begin
building their prototype vehicles this sum-
mer with plans to test fly them as early as
next year. If all goes well, the first tourist
could hitch a galactic joy ride late next
year or 2008 — pending approval by fed-
eral regulators.

Unlike the Cold War space race
between the United States and Soviet
Union that sent satellites into orbit and
astronauts to the moon, this competition is
bankrolled by entrepreneurs whose com-
petition could one day make a blast into
space cheap enough for the average Joe.

“This time, it’s personal. This space
race is about getting ‘us’ into space,” said
space historian Andrew Chaikin.

For now, commercial space travel
remains an exclusive club.

Over the past few years, three tourists
have paid a reported $20 million each to
ride aboard a Russian rocket to the orbit-
ing international space station.

A fourth would-be tourist — Lance
Bass from the former boy band ‘N Sync
— did astronaut training, but failed to
come up with money for the trip.

The three who made it spent about a
week weightless and described the experi-
ence as “paradise” and “wondrous.” The
most thrilling part for millionaire U.S. sci-
entist Gregory Olsen, who blasted off last
year, was viewing the swirling Earth from
the dark of space.

Prospective prices for the next round of
personal space flights aren’t so astronom-
ical — a seat aboard one of the yet-to-be-
built commercial spaceships will fetch

between $100,000 to $250,000. Space
entrepreneurs expect the price tag to drop
once the market matures.

Tourists will get what they pay for.

Instead of days in space, the commer-
cial spaceships under development will
only reach suborbital space, a region
about 60 miles up that is generally consid-
ered the beginning of the rest of the uni-
verse.

Since the private spaceships lack the
speed to go into orbit around Earth, the
flights are essentially up and down experi-
ences — lasting about two hours with up
to five minutes of weightlessness.

It’s more of a ride than those offered by
several companies that use Boeing 727s to
produce a half-minute of weightlessness
through a series of maneuvers about
25,000 feet up. Those flights, which gen-
erally sell for about $3,000, never reach
space.

“It’s like an upside-down bungee
jump,” said John Logsdon, director of the
Space Policy Institute at George
Washington University. “There’ll be a few
moments to view the Earth and then you
come right back down.”

Before tourists can lift off, several fed-
eral hurdles must be cleared. Federal reg-
ulations that will govern human space
travel and spell out safety and training
requirements are expected to be wrapped
up this summer.

Transportation  Secretary Norman
Mineta last month told a gathering of
space entrepreneurs that the government
would move swiftly to grant space travel
licenses to companies that can prove they
can operate safely.
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For Latino business minds,
the good Dr. O Is always In

BY YVONNE WINGETT

Associated Press Writer

PHOENIX — Louis Olivas hollered hello to students
from his plaque-lined office at Arizona State University.

It was lunchtime, and three undergrads dressed in flip-
flops and fashionably ripped jeans stopped by to talk to
him about marketing strategies for the Hispanic Business
Student Association.

“Hey, Dr. O,” a 20-something said.

“Hello, mijo, how are you?” asked Olivas, using an
endearing term many Latino parents use with their chil-
dren. “How are the classes? You staying on the ball?
Make me proud. If not, mom and dad will find out.”

Many of the state’s top advertisers, business owners
and corporate leaders know him as a numbers wizard, a
scholarly professor and perhaps the Phoenix area’s fore-
most expert on Arizona’s burgeoning Hispanic market.

But his true calling may be his skill at building long-
lasting relationships with students by putting his arm
around them and offering candid career counseling,
fatherly advice and keepin’-it-real lectures.

His impact can be felt through hundreds of former stu-
dents who helped form the Phoenix area’s backbone of
entrepreneurs and company executives.

They credit Olivas for nurturing their dreams and help-
ing achieve them. His lessons, they said, go beyond the
classroom, to the importance of first impressions, net-
working with business and political leaders and giving
back to the community.

“It’s one thing to have professors who have office
hours,” said Anthony Leonardo, a former MBA student
who now lives in Atlanta and works for Intel Corp. “But
Dr. O is always available, no matter what he’s got going
on. With Dr. O, you were truly one of his priorities.”

Education was big in the Olivas family, which dates
back to the mid-1800s in Arizona. Olivas grew up in a
two-bedroom house in Phoenix and was the youngest
of five siblings.

Three things were important to his parents: represent-
ing the family well in public, finishing homework and
graduating from high school.

Working with your hands and back was respectable, he
remembered them saying, but working with your mind
put you in positions of authority.

Olivas was an average student but a better athlete, let-
tering in baseball, football and wrestling at Phoenix
Union High School.

www.chasehair.com
201 Wilshire Blvd. 310.451.4477

His first mentor was Ruth Cole, a history teacher
who taught Olivas how to learn and drew him into
class discussion.

Olivas intended on going into retail management after
graduating from high school in 1965. His brother Angel
was the first in the family to earn a college degree. He
worked as a store manager for Montgomery Ward. Olivas
looked up to him.

Olivas enrolled at ASU in fall 1965. By the time he
was 22, he had graduated from college and had put in
four years at Montgomery Ward as a salesman and
management trainee. Store officials offered him his
dream job during his senior year: retail manager. But
it wasn’t meant to be.

“l knew I wasn’t being fulfilled,” remembered Olivas,
now 58. “My heart wasn’t in it. It was a great-paying job.
But | didn’t feel that | could flourish.”

Olivas went to his college adviser and mentor,
Lohnie Boggs, for help.

“So when he asked what I’d like to do, I said, ‘I'd like
to be a teacher’” He thought | was nuts. He said, ‘It’s a
very admirable vocation, but you will starve in compari-
son to what you’d make in retail management.””

Olivas quit his job at Montgomery Ward and a year
later, in 1970, he was hired as a business teacher at
Alhambra High School.

“l was given a paycheck for entertaining high school
students,” Olivas said with a laugh. “That’s when it
occurred to me that there were these young minds that
could be tapped into and influenced and directed.”

In 1979, after seeking advice from Cole and Boggs, he
returned to ASU as an assistant business professor and
director for the Center for Executive Development.

Now, Olivas is the mentor and has been for nearly
three decades.

He’s also a tenured professor in the management
department of ASU’s W.P. Carey School of Business.
He advises the Hispanic Business Students
Association and teaches entrepreneurship and small-
business management each Monday, and with a team
of Hispanic MBA students, he researches trends in
Arizona’s Hispanic market.

At the same time, he writes the yearly Datos reports
about Hispanics in schools, business and the media. But
he’s not some geeky expert merely churning out data. He
breaks down pie charts and percentage points in a matter-
of-fact and humorous style to show hundreds of main-
stream corporate execs and small-business owners the
potential profit of tapping into the Hispanic community.

“He puts it into real terms,” said Max Gonzales, for-
mer director of Hispanic marketing at Salt River Project.
“He speaks the same language as business. | can see it in
the eyes of my management when he comes and he pres-
ents. They understand Dr. O, and they respond to him.”

On a recent Monday afternoon, a parade of students
walked into Olivas’ office for their own sessions. He calls
them his “needs analysis,” focus groups to help him get
to know his “customers.”

The 15-minute power meetings with each student help
him understand students’ needs and wants, their career
goals, family backgrounds and personalities.

That open-door policy and fatherly approach play well
with students, past and present.

“He has been there for me at every major crossroad of
my life,” said Gary Trujillo, former chairman, president
and CEO of Quepasa.com. “I couldn’t go home and ask
my mom and dad, ‘How do | get financial aid? What
classes do | get? Should I be getting a career in this, or
that? When you’re Latino, growing up in south Phoenix,
and your parents don’t even have an education, and you’re
entering a university that is foreign to you, and Dr. O
reaches out his hand and makes sure you’re OK, he does
become a god figure to you.”

GOOD THING YOU RECYCLE YOUR PAPER..
CHANCES ARE YOU'RE READING IT AGAIN.
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Senate forsakes Bush tax cuts

BY ANDREW TAYLOR

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — A $2.8 trillion election-year budget
blueprint that narrowly passed the Senate forsakes
President Bush’s tax cuts and Medicare curbs and smash-
es his cap on spending, disappointing GOP loyalists anx-
ious to see their party stem the flow of federal red ink.

The Senate on Thursday adopted the spending plan on a
51-49 vote, but with little enthusiasm since it anticipates
deficits greater than $350 billion for both this year and next.

The measure little resembles Bush’s proposal last
month for the budget year that begins Oct. 1., and its pas-
sage sets up a confrontation with the House, which is cer-
tain to oppose the Senate’s call for additional spending.

“House conservatives are going to look at this budget
and say, ‘Whoa, what happened to fiscal conservatism?"’
said Sen. Kent Conrad of North Dakota, the Senate
Budget Committee’s top Democrat.

Action on the budget plan came hours after Congress
pushed the ceiling on the national debt to nearly $9 tril-
lion. The House then promptly approved $92 billion in
new money for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and for
relief along the hurricane-ravaged Gulf Coast. The Senate
added billions of dollars for education.

To the dismay of budget hawks, the Senate’s budget
measure would break Bush’s proposed caps on spending for
programs such as low-income heating subsidies and health
research, as well as education. All told, senators endorsed
more than $16 billion in increases above Bush’s proposed
$873 hillion cap on spending appropriated by Congress each
year. Vice President Dick Cheney was on hand for a possible
tie-breaking vote on the budget. But the spending blueprint
advanced without need of Cheney’s vote in the Republican-
led Senate when Democratic Sen. Mary Landrieu supported
the plan after winning concessions to help her hurricane-
damaged state of Louisiana and rest of the Gulf Coast.

She won inclusion of a proposal that could provide up
$2 billion a year for levee and coastal restoration projects.
The money would come from auctioning television air-
waves to wireless companies and from potential oil lease
revenues from exploration in an Alaskan wildlife refuge.

Among the specific votes to increase spending above
Bush’s tightfisted budget were:

H $3 billion more for heating subsidies for the poor. It
passed 51-49.

B $7 billion more for education, health and worker
safety accounts. It passed 73-27.

W $3.7 billion more for military personnel costs.

m $1.2 billion more for aviation security and stopping
Bush’s proposed increase in airline ticket taxes. They

Ashes & Snow Package

H-' All Packages are based on availability
i3 E and black out dates may apply.
i
-

advanced by voice vote.

m $1 billion more for benefits for military survivors.

Given the mood in the House, the Senate’s action
Thursday appears to make it less likely that Congress will
settle on a final budget plan this spring. House
Republicans will not release their budget until after next
week’s congressional recess.

The votes dismayed deficit hawks such as Senate Budget
Committee Chairman Judd Gregg, R-N.H. He already had
decided to drop Bush’s proposals to cut the growth of
Medicare, strengthen tax-free health savings accounts and
advance legislation to make permanent his 2001 tax cuts.

The White House issued a tepid statement supporting the
plan despite the numerous setbacks experienced on the floor.

“While the administration will continue to seek enti-
tlement reforms and the elimination of additional discre-
tionary spending ... we recognize that this is an important
first step in the congressional process,” Budget Director
Joshua B. Bolten said.

Republicans are eager to show their conservative sup-
porters they are getting serious about cracking down on
spending. Last weekend, GOP presidential aspirants at
the Southern Republican Leadership Conference in
Memphis, Tenn., promised to be more thrifty.

But GOP moderates such as Sen. Arlen Specter of
Pennsylvania apparently did not get the message. His
amendment to add $7 billion for education, health and
labor programs won support from most Republicans,
including Majority Leader Bill Frist of Tennessee, who
has criticized Congress for embarking “down a wayward
path of wasteful Washington spending.”

“All the talk in Memphis just doesn’t comport with the
realities of these important items” such as education and
health research, Specter said.

The debt limit increase, needed to prevent an unprece-
dented default on Treasury notes, was the fourth of
Bush’s presidency, totaling $3 trillion. With the budget
deficit near record levels, an additional increase in the
debt limit almost certainly will be required next year.

The House avoided an election-year vote on raising the
debt limit by automatically sending the bill to the Senate
when it passed a budget last year.

Treasury Secretary John Snow applauded Congress for
“protecting the full faith and credit of the United States.” He
said it ensures that the government “can deliver on promis-
es already made, such as Social Security and Medicare pay-
ments and aid for the victims of the 2005 hurricanes.”

The present limit on the debt is $8.2 trillion.

Democrats blasted the bill, saying it was needed
because of fiscal mismanagement by Bush, who came to
office when the government was running record surpluses.

A temporary museum designed by
Japanese architect Shigeru Ban
houses more than 100 large-scale
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accompanying 35mm films by artist
Gregory Colbert. This art museum
transforms an area adjacent to Santa
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realm in which wild animals commu-
nicate and coexist with humans.
**Package rates start at $275

and include accommodations in a Suite,

2 tickets to the Ashes and

Snow exhibit and valet parking.
Valid through to 5/14/06.

For additional information

please contact Reservations directly at
800.538.8147 or visit the website at
www.GeorgianHotel.com.

1415 Ocean Ave,
Santa Monica, CA 90401
Call Toll Free: 800.538.8147

{ THE CEORGIAN HOTEL

www.georgianhotel.com
310.395.9945

Tell Santa Monica what you think!

...write a letter to the editor

Email to: editor@smdp.com
TAXPAYER WARNING!

or fax 310.576.9913
Santa Wonica Daify Press
TODAY'S TAX RETURN ANSWERS
AFFECT TOMORROW'S TAX AUDIT

YOUR COMPUTER + TAX SOFTWARE + LACK OF EXPERIENCE
WILL = HIGHER TAXES &/or PENALTIES
WHY TAKE CHANCES?

EBC TA X NETWORK

"We're Your Back-Tax Specialist”
Lover 40 yrs. IRS experiences!

(310) 395-0603

Santa Monica's 3rd St. Promenade ~ bring Ad get 10% off.

Is Chronic Low Back Pain
Controlling Your Life?

FREE acute and chronic pain seminar
sponsored by Lordex Spine Intitute of Santa Monica
Tues. March 28, 2006 @ 7pm

1712 Ocean Park Bivd.
Santa Monica, CA

If you have been incapacitated by
chronic low back pain and have put
your life on hold, then this FREE
seminar is for you. You are invited
to a presentation of the latest, non-
surgical treatment, the exciting new
Spinal Decompression Therapy .

Conditions Include:

- Chronic Back Pain

- Leg Pain

- Herniated Disc

- Sciatica

- Degenerative Joint Disease
- Facet Syndrome

Space is limited, so register today.
Registration is required

Please call Lordex Spine Institute at

(310) 394 - 1515

Refreshments will be served and
PARKING IS FREE

Dr. Timothy Bullock

g LORDEX®
SPINE INSTITUTE

www.Lordex.com

Santa Monica chufy Press

Has an ‘E-dition!
Home delivery by E-mail

FREE SUBSCRIPTIONS AVAILABLE!

Check the day’s headlines, news stories,
classifieds, comics, horoscopes and ads
all before you leave the house!

For more information, please call: 310.458.Press (7737)
or sign up on our Web site @ www.smdp.com




Page 16 0 Weckend Edition, March 18-19, 2006 0 Santa Monica Daily Press

"~ GEORGE CHUNG REALTORS

Come visit us at 11671 National Blvd. in Mar Vista

Grace Fadden
Presents:

Multi Million Dollar Producer, Grace came to California in her youth from

Colima, Mexico. She attended schools on the West Side. She belongs to : :

Saint Joan of Arc Church and is very active in her Parish. Grace is married - ] o — L

and has one Son and 2 Grandsons. Her Grandmother duties are one of her 1 ! -,'l" LLLLL il | 1
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top priorities, another priority is to her clients, she has been with George s
Chung Realtors since 1985 and has been one of the Top Producers. Grace’s
warm and caring personality consistently wins over her many clients, evi-
denced by her strong referral base that often elicits business from many
different individuals in various local families. Grace is fluent in both
English and Spanish. Grace lives in Mar Vista and is available for any of
your Real Estate needs. Grace can be reached at (310) 391-6346 Office
or (310) 909-9700 Cell Para servile mejor hablo espanol
Serving the Mar Vista (LA 90066) and surrounding areas

Email me at: gracel@georgechungrealtors.com
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1837 Westgate Ave Los Angeles, CA 90025

Lovely 2 Bedroom 1 Bath Home in the West L.A. Area
Spacious Family Room w/ charming Dining Area

Very Large Backyard with various Fruit Trees

Excellent Location, Great Opportunity to fix-up or build
your own Dream Home

All Properties Open this Sunday 1 - 4 PM

e e

3512 GREENWOOD AVE LOS ANGELES, CA 90066

Open spacious kitchen-dining room and living room with recessed lighting and ceramic tile floors. Beautiful view from the Living room through
the sliding doors to the back yard with swimming pool and BBQ. Danky wine cooler. Professional quality kitchen with Birds Eye maple cabinetry
with purple heart trim, center island with hidden pull up appliance trays, granite counter top, Viking range ( 6 burners & griddle), Kitchen aid
dishwasher & refrigerator. Extra large pull out drawers, cooking tray slot. Huge walk in pantry. Dining area with Bird's Eye maple glass cabinet
doors and dark granite counter tops. Full bath with oversized tub. Outdoor BBQ with additional stove/gas range, and mini refrigerator. Heated and
filtered swimming pool. Forced Air Heating and 100 amp main with underground wiring to sub panel on the house. 2 car detached garage with
attached dry walled rumpus room. New wood fence on 3 sides of property, and drip irrigation (hose) on side yard. Sprinklers in front yard with new
temperature coated driveway parking Please Contact Tatiana Abramian — cell-310 266-0482

12025 NAVY ST LOS ANGELES, CA 90066

Charming 2 Bedroom plus convertible Den. Home at the base of the Mar Vista Hills Traditional Fireplace in
Living Room (with Gas Starter) Updated Full Bath w/ Tub and separate Stall Shower. Updated Kitchen w/built
in Dishwasher, Range/Oven & Microwave w/Vent Spacious long Driveway to 2 Car Detached Garage (wired
for220V) Steel Gate on roller to Driveway Covered Patio, Sprinkler System for Front & Rear Yard Fenced Rear
Yard, Brick front walkway and front porch New Track Il (synthetic material) roof, Updated electric panel with
incoming line to garage and underground from garage to house. Copper Plumbing

L PR O D e

12435 WASHINGTON PL LOS ANGELES CA 9

2 Bedroom 1 Bath single family dwelling. (Rental) Zoning LAR-3. Newly
painted interior, New Carpets, New Windows, New Shower Door. Ready to
move in. Detached garage Walking distance to shopping center and bus

line. Must see to appreciate...

2707 BARRY AVE. LOS ANGELES, CA 90064

Spacious and updated 3 Bedroom 2.5 Bath home on quiet & desirable tree-lined Westside street. Refinished original hardwood
floors throughout. Travertine floor and Marble wall tile in the bathrooms. Master bath boasts a large jacuzzi tub, pedestal sink,
and recessed lighting. Large bedrooms with sliding, mirrored closet doors. New double-paned windows throughout. Large back-
yard with an assortment of tangerine, lemon, and white peach trees. Oversized double garage with ample room for work space.
Alley access. Extremely large family room/den with built in closets and desk perfect for a home office. Updated electrical.
Copper plumbing. Please Contact Andrew Carman — cell-310 804-1493

(310) 745-3190 OR (310) 391-6346
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Katrina victims struggle anew

BY ERIN MCCLAM
AP National Writer

SNOWMASS VILLAGE, Colo. — It is impossible to imag-
ine, here in the tranquil resort towns tucked among the
Rocky Mountains and topped by a gentle meringue of
snow, that nature could be the sinister force that caused
Hurricane Katrina.

But the hurricane, which sprayed victims to Houston
and Memphis and Atlanta, has also landed small commu-
nities of storm survivors here, in the exclusive ski resorts
along the Continental Divide.

Some of them are here by affluence: They lived in
well-off parts of New Orleans and its suburbs, places
where high land meant Katrina took mercy on their
homes, and they were easily able to plunk down the
money it takes to settle here.

Some of them are here by good fortune, taken in by
wealthy natives or, in at least one case, a sprawling ranch
for artists.

And while it can seem difficult to pity any of the
Katrina survivors in these gilded shelters, the storm vic-
tims who find themselves in the wealthy Colorado out-
posts are struggling with their own unique traumas: What
will become of their families? Should they return to the
New Orleans they so love — and so loathe — and when?

And they are dealing with guilt — that they were so
lucky when others have merely a trailer to call home, or
no home at all.

You would be hard-pressed to think of Rashad Butler
as lucky. He is 23 years old, the 14th of 15 children, all
raised poor. Thirteen of them are left. The other two were
shot dead in New Orleans years ago.

Their obituaries were tucked into a family Bible that
their mother kept on the second floor of her small, gov-
ernment-subsidized duplex in New Orleans East, and so
survived the Katrina-spawned flood that left a 6-foot
water line on the first floor.

Rashad Butler has a modest beard, a small hoop ear-
ring in his left ear and a soft, low monotone. He was
not like his brothers, he says: “A lot of the time | felt
like I was prey. | was perceived as not having those
street smarts.”

In his teens, he fell in love with sculpting. He was dis-
covered two years ago by Anderson Ranch, an old sheep
ranch in Snowmass Village near Aspen that was turned
into an artists’ community.

He was an assistant there in 2004, and after Katrina the
ranch tracked him down again to offer him and his wife
Michelle, also an artist, a six-month residency, a way out
of their post-Katrina nightmare.

His family was living in Auburn, Ala., where he was
training at an Outback Steakhouse.

“| wanted to decline the offer, just thinking about my
mom,” he says. “I didn’t want to leave her.”

But Butler’s father-in-law talked him into going.
And now, while his mother gets by in Auburn with
government help, Butler spends long days crafting
lumps of clay into works of art, many of them using a
bullet motif.

The snow here makes everything quiet. He misses the
noise of New Orleans.

He will stay at the ranch through April. Then he hopes
to finish his last semester at Xavier University of
Louisiana, in New Orleans. He wants to go to grad
school, but he is irreversibly drawn back to his home,
even with all those bad memories.

“Before the hurricane hit,” he says, “l sort of had a
love-hate relationship with the city. Now there’s more of
an obligation for me to return to the city, to always be part
of it in some way.”

You have to drive more than two hours toward Vail and
cross several economic classes to get from Rashad Butler
to the Samuels family — Keith, an obstetrician-gynecol-
ogist, and his wife, Leesa, a nurse and former stay-at-
home mother.

Their two daughters — Kelsey, 12, and Haley, 9 — are
both extremely well-spoken and well-behaved. (Kelsey,

asked how she is adjusting to her $14,000-per-year pri-
vate school in Vail, answers: “Socially, I’m doing well.")

Katrina forced them and their 108-pound golden
retriever out of their 5,000-square-foot home in Metairie,
just west of New Orleans. They went first to Houston,
then to Vail, where Keith Samuels’ parents have had a
home since the 1970s.

They have since rented their own 1,800-square-foot
mountain house, with designs on one day buying or
building a home in the Vail valley, and hope they can sell
their Metairie home, which took on relatively minor
water damage.

The Samuels are quick to say they love New Orleans.
But they will not go back. And for that they struggle with
occasional pangs of guilt, not to mention pressure from
friends and old neighbors.

Leesa Samuels, who has a soft, kind voice and resem-
bles a young Sally Field, says friends have asked why they
are not staying behind to help rebuild the ruined city.

“It’s hard to explain,” she says. “They’re the type at
home that are probably never going anywhere, never
going to take that chance and leave New Orleans. And
then there’s us, trying to make a good thing out of a bad
thing.”

For them it is about the Kids, she says. They are thriv-
ing here, love their new schools and new friends, are soc-
cer stars on their new teams and have taken up snow-
boarding.

“l love New Orleans,” Keith Samuels says. “It’s my
home. | grew up there. It’s just — it wasn’t New Orleans
anymore.”

Not far from the Samuels’ home, in a small shopping
and restaurant district in Edwards, Colo., is Gallery
Rinard. The second one, actually: The original is on
Royal Street, in the French Quarter of New Orleans.

Their owner is Matt Rinard, a 41-year-old painter and
motorcycle enthusiast who was driven from New Orleans
by Katrina and landed in the Vail valley because his wife,
who worked at the Ritz-Carlton hotel in New Orleans,
was offered a job at its enormous resort on Beaver Creek
Mountain.

They lucked into a two-room apartment — furnished,
with granite countertops — above the garage of a magnif-
icent, $5 million mountain home whose owner was not
even advertising the place.

Rinard skis several days a week, usually at Vail. Still,
he says he is struggling in his new business market: New
Orleans is a city completely about art — the jazz, the
architecture, never mind the plentiful galleries.

“You just don’t have the traffic,” he says. “It’s just too
damn cold for people to be walking around. Everyone
says wait until the summer — everyone says once | see
the summer of Colorado I’ll never leave.”

“Of course,” he adds wryly, “they’ve also said
there’s 300 days of sunshine, and I've seen about
four.”

Allison Stewart and her husband own two homes, a
five-bedroom house just to the west of Aspen and a
condominium near New Orleans’ now-infamous con-
vention center, in a building wracked by looters after
Katrina.

She spends summers in the Rockies, but has been sus-
pended here since the hurricane. Now she channels her
energy, her thoughts of home, into thick, black binders
where she almost obsessively stores news clippings about
New Orleans.

She is eager to talk politics, to detail her frustration
with the city’s system of governing its levees, of what she
says were good people in charge in Louisiana who were
simply overwhelmed by Katrina.

She, too, says she feels guilt about having a second
home here, having come through the storm so well. The
condo in New Orleans sustained some roof damage from
the storm, but the looters took nothing.

Stewart says there is no way she could not — eventu-
ally — go back to New Orleans, and help rebuild.

“I still wake up at night with those anxieties: What can
we do to help?” she says. “I have no answers.”

INCOME TAXIECSS
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INTERNATIONAL

U.S., Iragl troops
sweep Insurgents

BY CHARLES J. HANLEY
AP Special Correspondent

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Heliborne U.S. and
Iraqi troops pressed their sweep through
a 100-square-mile swath of central Iraq
on Friday in a bid to break up a center of
insurgent resistance, the U.S. military
said. No casualties were reported on
either side.

“We believe we achieved tactical sur-
prise,” Lt. Col. Edward Loomis,
spokesman for the 101st Airborne
Division, said of the day-old Operation
Swarmer, the biggest air assault here in
three years. He said about 40 suspects were
detained, 10 of whom were later released.

In tense Baghdad, meanwhile, drive-by
gunmen targeting streams of Shiite
Muslim pilgrims killed three people and
wounded five in Sunni areas of the city,
police reported.

Devout Shiites headed south to the holy
city of Karbala for a religious holiday, a
pilgrimage that authorities feared would
present “soft” targets in the continuing
Sunni-Shiite violence roiling Iraq.

A standoff between the Shiite majority
and Sunni minority underlies the political
impasse blocking formation of a new gov-
ernment of national unity here. An all-party
meeting was scheduled for later Friday to
try to move those negotiations forward.

The joint U.S.-lragi air assault
Thursday focused on a 10-by-10-mile area
some 60 miles north of Baghdad and
northeast of the city of Samarra, where an
insurgent bombing on Feb. 22 badly dam-
aged a major Shiite shrine, an attack that
ignited days of sectarian bloodshed across
Irag in which more than 500 people died.

Fifty U.S. transport and attack helicopters
ferried in and gave cover to some 1,500 U.S.
and lraqgi troops taking part in Operation
Swarmer — units of the 101st Airborne
Division and the Iraqi 4th Division.

On Friday morning, Loomis said, the
forces “continue to move” through the
area. “Approximately 40 suspected
insurgents were detained without resist-
ance,” he said. “Tactical interviews
began immediately, and 10 detainees
have been released.”

The sweep also uncovered six weapons
caches, the U.S. military spokesman said.

The operation was aimed at disrupting
“terrorist activity in and around Samarra,
Adwar and Salahuddin province,” he said,
an area that was a stronghold of Sunni
support for Saddam Hussein’s ousted
Baathist party regime.

Saddam’s former No. 2, Izzat Ibrahim,
who was deputy chairman of the ruling
Revolutionary Command Council, was
from the city of Adwar and is still at large
— at times thought to remain in that area.

The deputy governor of Salahuddin
province, Abdullah Hussein, told reporters

Friday that 48 alleged insurgents had been
detained, men accused of bombings and
kidnappings.

He said intelligence indicated about
200 insurgents were in the area, including
people linked to the Baathist group Jaish
Muhammad — Muhammad’s Army —
and to the al-Qaida in Iraq terror group,
led by Abu Mussab al-Zargawi.

The sweep was aimed particularly at
capturing two local leaders of the Zargawi
group, said a police official. He said they
had not yet been located.

Iraqi officials said Salahuddin province
became more important as an insurgent
center after the U.S. offensive that seized
the resistance stronghold of Fallujah in
late 2004, and subsequent U.S.-Iraqi
offensives in other western areas close to
the Syrian border.

Friday’s Baghdad bloodshed began as
groups of Shiite faithful, many parents
with children in tow, trekked down city
streets in the morning, headed for the
southbound highway and Karbala, a
shrine city 50 miles south of here.

At about 7:30 a.m., a BMW sedan driv-
ing alongside pilgrims in the western dis-
trict of Adil opened fire, killing three and
wounding two, said police Lt. Thair
Mahmoud. Further details, including
identities and ages of the victims, were not
immediately available.

Police later reported a second incident,
also in western Baghdad, in which armed
men riding in a car fired on pilgrims near
Um al-Tuboul Square, wounding three.

Such attacks were feared this pilgrim-
age weekend as Sunni-Shiite tensions
heighten across the strife-torn country.
To help guard against violence in Shiite
holy cities, the U.S. military dispatched a
fresh battalion of the 2nd Brigade, 1st
Armored Division, about 700 troops, to
Iraq from its base in Kuwait to provide
extra security.

Tens of thousands of devout Shiites are
converging on Karbala for Monday’s cele-
bration of Arbaeen, marking the end of the
40-day mourning period after the date of
the death of Imam Hussein, the Prophet
Muhammad’s grandson, Killed in Karbala
in 680 A.D.

On the political front, Irag’s new
Parliament held its first session on
Thursday, as the first permanent elected
legislature since the U.S. invasion, which
began three years ago this coming Monday.

The lawmakers immediately adjourned,
however, after taking their oaths of office,
since the deep-seated sectarian disputes
have all but paralyzed efforts to name a
prime minister and Cabinet. The U.S.
ambassador, Zalmay Khalilzad, has been
trying to broker talks to establish a gov-
ernment embracing major factions in a
way acceptable to Shiite, Sunni and
Kurdish blocs in Parliament.
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Up your nose with a new rubber hose

NEW YORK — Former *“Welcome Back,
Kotter” creator-star Gabe Kaplan says Ice Cube
is a great choice to play his old role in the big-
screen remake of the hit 1970s TV series.

Kaplan told “Access Hollywood” in an inter-
view that was to air Thursday that he thinks Ice
Cube “is the perfect guy. ... He has shown what
kind of crossover appeal he has.”

In the TV original, Kaplan portrayed com-
passionate teacher Gabe Kotter, who returns to
his former Brooklyn high school to teach a new
generation of troublemakers, including John
Travolta’s Vinnie Barbarino.

That formula will be updated in Ice Cube’s
version, which Kaplan feels “will totally be
acceptable. I think that the setting is going to be
in South Central L.A. He is going to be just like
how | was in Brooklyn.”

Besides starring as the young teacher, Ice
Cube, 36, will also produce the movie, Bob
Weinstein, co-president of The Weinstein
Company, said in a statement earlier this week.
No other casting has been announced.

When asked about his ideal cast, Kaplan, 60,
joked, “Well, 1 think Snoop Dogg will play
Horshack, Vanilla Ice would play Barbarino. ...
I don’t know.”

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Kenny Chesney will
perform at football and soccer stadiums in sev-
eral U.S. cities this year, including a July 8
show at Nashville’s Coliseum.

“The last time | played this stadium was
with George Strait,” the 37-year-old country
superstar said Thursday at the stadium where
the Tennessee Titans NFL football team plays.

That concert was back in 2000, before
Chesney became one of the top-selling touring
acts of any musical genre. Last year he grossed
$63 million, fourth among all touring acts, and his
attendance of 1.2 million was second only to U2.

Gretchen Wilson, Dierks Bentley, Big &
Rich and Little Big Town will open the concert.

Chesney also will perform at professional
football stadiums in Seattle (June 24), Boston
(July 16), Detroit and Tampa, Fla., and at pro-
fessional soccer stadiums in Dallas, Chicago,
Columbus, Ohio, and Los Angeles. Dates
weren’t yet announced for all the shows.

Wearing a blue ball cap instead of his trade-
mark cowboy hat, the Knoxville native said he’s
excited about the Nashville concert.

“It’s been my hometown for 14 years,” he said.

Recalling one of his earliest performances in
the city, at a small club with a tip jar in front of
him, he said, “Being able to do the kind of
things we’re doing today makes you very
appreciative.”

WASHINGTON — Jessica Simpson loves
President Bush. She’s just not a big fan of
Republican fundraisers.

The Hollywood starlet and tabloid cover girl
was on Capitol Hill Thursday to lobby
Congress for Operation Smile, an organization

that provides reconstructive surgery to children
with facial deformities. But all anyone wanted
to know was why she turned down an invitation
to attend a Republican fundraiser with
Washington’s top star — Bush.

“We went back and forth and we could never
get the details worked out,” said her father and
manager, Joe Simpson. “When it became obvi-
ous that it was not just a state dinner, it was
more of a fundraising event, that is the wrong
purpose of why we are here.”

Still, he said of the president, “We are huge
fans of him and of his family, his girls. Jessica
loves the heck out of him.”

In fact, he said they were still trying to
squeeze in a meeting with the chief executive.
“We are trying to get in and out,” he said.

Jessica Simpson is best known for the MTV
reality show “Newlyweds” with now-estranged
husband Nick Lachey and for her denim-cutoff
role in the movie “The Dukes of Hazzard.”

The 25-year-old actress, who refused to
comment on the fundraiser, was to head back to
New Mexico Thursday to resume shooting of a
movie, “Employee of the Month,” according to
her publicist, Rob Shuter.

Rep. Tom Reynolds, R-N.Y., chairman of
the GOP campaign committee hosting the
fundraiser, said the group had hoped Simpson
would attend.

Asked about Simpson’s absence from the
GOP dinner, House Majority Leader John
Boehner, R-Ohio, told reporters: “You know, |
really feel like | got bagged.”

LAGLIO, Italy — Speculation spread once again
that Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie would wed on
these Italian shores — perhaps this weekend.

George Clooney is a friend of the Hollywood
couple and his lakefront villa in the town of
Laglio is cited in Italian news reports as a cred-
ible location for such a ceremony. Saturday has
been mentioned as a possible date.

Clooney’s press representative, Stan
Rosenfield, told The Associated Press on
Thursday: “Rumors are rumors.”

Pitt’s representative, Cindy Guagenti,
declined to comment.

Reports about an impending wedding at the
northern Italian lake were rife last year, but
quickly fizzled out after Clooney denied his
friends were set to marry at his villa.

Meanwhile, Monica Mantero, the wife of
Laglio Mayor Giuseppe Mantero, said
Thursday her husband could marry the couple
on an hour’s notice.

“There’s a lot of movement at the villa, a lot
of people there. We were expecting Clooney
today but he didn’t show up,” Monica Mantero
told the AP.

She said Pitt and Jolie hadn’t fixed a date
with her husband, but “even if they contacted
him an hour before he could still marry them.”

Mantero, who lives across from Clooney’s
villa, said preparations taking place on the

grounds were the ones routinely done ahead of
the actor’s arrival.

Jolie — who starred with Pitt in the 2005
film “Mr. & Mrs. Smith” — is expecting his
child this summer. Pitt and Jennifer Aniston
divorced last fall.

LONDON — A former member of Bob
Marley’s band, The Wailers, has taken his fight
for a slice of the reggae great’s royalties to a
British courtroom.

Aston Barrett, who was Marley’s bassist for
almost a decade, is suing Universal-Island
Records Ltd. for $105 million. His lawsuit was
also brought on behalf of his deceased brother,
Carlton, who played drums in the band.

Barrett claims he is owed royalties from a
1974 contract with Island as well as earnings
from songs he co-wrote with Marley, who died
of cancer in 1981.

His lawyer, Stephen Bate, argued Thursday at
London’ High Court that Aston and his brother
were “largely responsible” for providing Marley
with a unique sound that brought Jamaican reg-
gae music to an international audience.

The record company tried to have the case
thrown out because Barrett had already accept-
ed a settlement.

Marley’s widow, Rita, sat at the back of the
court. She may testify during the hearing,
which is expected to last up to three weeks.

NEW YORK — Kurt Masur has canceled his
New York City appearances with the London
Philharmonic Orchestra later this month
because of illness.

Robert Minczuk will lead the orchestra on
March 20 and Yan Pascal Tortelier will conduct
on March 26 at Avery Fisher Hall, Lincoln Center
spokeswoman Eileen McMahon said Thursday.

There will be a change in the program for
the March 20 performance, she said.

According to his Web site, the 79-year-old
Masur has a viral infection and circulatory
problems and is being treated in Germany. He
has canceled all U.S. performances with the
orchestra this month but “hopes to return to the
podium in the near future.”

Masur became ill during a March 5 concert
in Dublin, Ireland.

LOS ANGELES — A judge said she needs
more information before ruling on a motion by
US Weekly magazine to dismiss a $20 million
libel lawsuit filed against it by Britney Spears.

Spears filed the lawsuit in December,
alleging the magazine printed a false story
reporting that she and husband Kevin
Federline had made a sex tape and were wor-
ried about its release.

Los Angeles Superior Court Judge Lisa Hart
Cole allowed Spears’ legal team to depose an
Us Weekly editor and former employee, the
magazine’s attorney, Al Wickers, said Thursday.

The next hearing is scheduled for May 3.
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MOVIEGUIDE

SHOWTIMES FOR MONDAY, MARCH 20, 2006

Broadway Loews Cineplex
1441 3rd Street

(310) 458-6232

Capote

1:45pm 4:30pm 7:15pm 10pm

The Hills Have Eyes

2:15pm 5:15pm 8pm 10:30pm
Curious George

1pm 3:30pm 5:45pm

Night Watch (Nochnoi Dozor)
7:45pm 10:15pm

Transamerica

1:30pm 4:15pm 7pm 9:45pm

Mann’s Criterion Theatre
1313 3rd Street
(310) 395-1599

Aquamarine

11:40am 2:10pm 4:40pm 7:10pm
9:40pm

Ultraviolet

12:30pm 2:50pm 5:10pm 7:30pm
9:50pm

Firewall

4:50pm 10:10pm

Munich

11:30am 3pm 6:30pm 10pm
The Pink Panther
11:50am 2pm 4:30pm 7pm 9:20pm
The Libertine

2:20pm 5pm 7:40pm 10:20pm
Syriana

1:50pm 7:20pm

V for Vendetta

10pm

AMC7 Santa Monica
1310 3rd Street
(310) 289-4262

Eight Below

1:30pm 4:20pm 7:10pm 9:50pm
16 Blocks

2:15pm 4:50pm 7:25pm 10:05pm
Date Movie

2:45pm 5:05pm 7:20pm 9:40pm
Dave Chappelle’s Block
Party

1:50pm 4:40pm 7:35pm 10:15pm
Failure to Launch
2:25pm 4:55pm 7:30pm 10pm
The Shaggy Dog

2pm 2:40pm 4:30pm 5:10pm 7pm
7:40pm 9:30pm 10:10pm

Nuwilshire Theatre
1314 Wilshire Blvd
(310) 281-8228

Brokeback Mountain
12:15pm 3:45pm 7pm 10pm
Tsotsi

12pm 2:30pm 5pm 7:30pm 9:55pm

Laemmle 4-Plex Theatre
1332 2nd Street

(310) 394-9741

Mrs. Henderson Presents
1:50pm 4:25pm 7pm 9:35pm

The Three Burials of
Melquiades Estrada

4pm 9:45pm

Ask the Dust

1:20pm 4:10pm 7:10pm 9:55pm
Good Night, and Good Luck
1:35pm 7:20pm

Duck Season

12:45pm 3:05pm 5:25pm 7:45pm 10pm

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Avenue
(323) 466-FILM

See No Evil
Wednesday, March 15
7:30 PM

Narrow Marqin & Violent
Thursday, March 16

7:39 PM

Brick

Fridaz, March 17

7:30 PM

Boston Strangler &

10 Rillington Place

;aturday March 18

20,000 Leagues Under/Sea
Sunday, March 19

3:00 PM

Fantastic Voyage &

Soylent Green
Sunda{/I March 19

Questions or comments? Email calendar@smdp.com
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CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative

Employment

For Sale

Furniture

Pets

Boats

ADMINISTRATIVE

MONEY Management co seeks Ad-
ministrative Assistant experienced
with Stocks and Bonds, proficient
with word/excel, outlook, PowerPoint
a+, break reception, assist in other
departments as needed. $33-34k/yr.
Barrington Staffing 310-453-4289

RECEPTION

RECEPTIONIST needed to answer
multi line phones, type 25-30wpm,
know word/excel, handle mail, assist
in other departments as needed, pre-
vious experience in Entertainment or
fashion industries a+. $10-12hr.
Barrington Staffing 310-453-4289

ADMINISTRATIVE

INSURANCE Agency seeks Executive
Assistant works closely with Vice
President, organizes calendar for VP,
Coordinates special projects, answers
calls, e-mails for VP and responds,
type monthly reports, travel arrange-
ments, audits invoices and compiles
monthly  reports, troubleshoots.
$45-$50k/yr.  Barrington  Staffing
310-453-4289

CAREGIVER NEEDED. reliable female
for female. Near SMC. Cook, clean,
must drive, references, $8.50/hr.
(310) 392-7317.

CASHIER FOR gas station. Customer
service, friendly. Call for more infor-
mation (310) 498-7910.

CHIROPRACTOR:

EVALUATE spine & neuromuscular
skeletal system to diagnose problem.
Adjust spine & other parts of body. 40
hr/wk. Doctorate in Chiropractic.
State Board Lic. + 1 yr. exp. Send re-
sume: I. Schneider, DC, Spinal Health
Ctr of Santa Monica, 1304 15th St.
#218, Santa Monica,CA 90404.

ACTIVIST

WANTED

To reform marijuana
laws and help qualify
other ballot measures

No experience required.
Set own hours.
Up to $300/day
First call (310) 281-7529

Additional questions call
(310) 412-2450

* ADVERTISING SALES *

Seeking: Self-Motivated,
Energetic, Experienced
Professionals.

Well established Co.
50+ years in L.A.

* High Commissions ¢ Paid Weekly
* Leads Furnished
Newspapers - Magazines
Classified & Display: Real Estate,
Ethnic, Entertainment, Military,
Business, Finance...

Call: Paul 213-251-9100, Ex-25
and/or Please visit:
www.theglobalmediagroup.
com/jobinfo.htm

SALES
Tile, Marble, and Slab
Santa Monica Showroom

Salary
+
Commission
Prefer design or

Tile experience
Contact 310.995.5136

S

S5°° par day.Up to 15 words, 20 cents sach additional word.
Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40.000.

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos Rent
Houses for Rent

Roomates

Commerical Lease

COOK, FULL-TIME or part-time. Must
speak English and have experience.
Please call (310) 985-0080

COUNTER HELP

Krispy Kreme Doughnuts seeking
highly motivated and super friendly
individuals for work at our fast paced
enviroment. F/T and P/T shifts avail-
able. Apply in person, 6am-10pm:
1231 Wilshire Blvd., SM.

COUNTER HELP needed. Cafe near
3rd St. Promenade on Broadway.
Must be experienced. Immediate
openings, day and evening shifts. Ap-
ply afternoons in person. 215 Broad-
way, SM. (310) 396-9898.

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

DRIVER WANTED with small van or
truck. WLA print shop. DMV report
and proof of insurance required.
$10/hr + mileage. Fax
(310) 312-9034

ENGINEER, PATENT: Send resume to:
N. Quintero, Quintero Law Office,
1617 Broadway, 3rd Floor, Santa
Monica, CA 90404

GROCERY CLERK-SM Coop Nat|

Foods Grocer. F/T Eves & week-
ends. Apply at 1525 Broadway.

IMMEDIATE POSITIONS available in
the housekeeping department of St.
John's Health Center. All shifts avail-
able, PT/FT. Hospital housekeeping
preferred. Call (310) 829-8431 for in-
terview.

IT’S A Grind Coffee House. Jazz
themed coffee house opening April.
Looking for personal, energetic, re-
sponsible team members with great
people skills and a can-do attitude.
Call (818) 469-6108.

LIVE-IN HOUSE parents/ couple. Resi-
dential program in Malibu for adults
with D-D. Salary 1 bed apt. Benefits,
every weekend off. Monday-Friday
9am-3pm off. (310) 457-6052

MISS CLARA'S Domestic
Referral Agency

Housekeepers:
Exp'd in residential and hotel cleaning
Live outs-2 to 5 day work week
Requirements:
Experienced, bring at least 2 refer-
ences to your interview
English Speaking
CA drivers license
If you qualify please call Miss Clara at
310-278-9601 or 310-659-5025

Your ad could run here!
© Call us today at (310) 458-7737

NURSING, RN, DON to train. Nazareth
House. WLA Call Sister Margaret
Brody. (310) 839-2361.

OFFICE MANAGER/ coordinator

Excel/Email/ Internet. Excellent
spelling/grammar/verbal skills.
Benefits/Salary per experience. Pro-
fessional acumen/attire. Resume to
susan@themcguiregroup.com

PATIENT SERVICES

Representative, Full-time for Diagnos-
tic Imaging Center in Santa Monica.
Medical front office and scheduling.
Experience Required. Fax resume:
(310) 587-9236

PUBLICITY SALES F/T or P/T Radio
Publicity or Music Air play Campaign
Sales. (310)998-8305 ext.86

POSITION: BOOK editor, salary and
hours: $25/hr. 40hrs per week. Expe-
rience and requirement; bachelor’s
degree in media. Fax resume to
(310) 576-3479

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Administrator

WLA R.E firm is seeking a Prop Mgmt
Admin to oversee Commercial and In-
dustrial Portfolio. Responsibilities in-
cluded Tenant Relations and Billing,
Property Maintenance, Vendor con-
tact. Able to multi task, pc literate on
word/excel. Fax resumes Attn: Joe
Iglesias (310) 575-5823 or email joei-
glesias@pacificequities.net

SALES

SALES of cruise and tour packages.
39 Year Old National Tour Company.
Paid training, flex 30 hrs/ week.
Some weekends required. Base +
comm. No cold calls. $40,000 possi-
ble for top closers. Near LAX
(310) 649-7171.

SECURITY JOBS with guard card.
Great Pay! All areas! Contact us
www.lantzsecurity.com or call
(800) 870-4357

SOCIAL SERVICES: Vocational Trainer
for community based program in SM
for adults with D-D. Mon-Fri
9am-3pm. Experience preferred. Ex-
cellent benfits. (310) 457-2026

YARDPERSON

F/T, including Sat. Will train. Lifting
req'd. Apply in person: Bourget Bros.
1636 11th St. Santa Monica, Ca
90404

SPA/HOT TUB 2006 Model. Neck Jets.
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used.

Can deliver. Worth $5750, sell for
$1750 (310) 479-3054

ADORABLE MALTESE pups, boys &
girls, will 3~5 Ib, have shots & de-
wormed, CKC registered, around 8 to
10 weeks, home raised, loving &
sweet, $800~$1500, for more info
ask Brandon to 323-819-0113

FOUR YEAR old opaque calico “Kitty”
needs quiet home. Owner died. Timid,
shy, loving. (310) 305-7332

TINY YORKIE puppies, male & female,
toy/t-cup size available, shots & de-
wormed, registered with CKC or AKC,
health guarantee, home raised and
very loving & sweet, for more
info please click on www.worldken-
nelusa.com or call Kelly at
(323) 823-1803/ (661) 675-6371

Employment Wanted

SIMPLIFY YOUR life.
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT for hire.
$40/hr. Call (310) 264-0828

1BDRM+LOFT+2 BATH.
Venice townhouse. Close to beach

Fabulous

and canals. 2201 Ocean Ave.
$2,600/mo (310) 456-2980

2724 ABBOT Kinney Bl. MDR Adjacent
2+2, w/ fireplace. Includes 2 car
gated subterranean parking. Quiet
neighborhood with courtyard area &
onsite laundry. 1 year lease, No pets.
$1745.  Available  Now. Mike
(310) 578-9729 ellynesis.com

Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage

Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

ALONG OCEAN Ave,1bdrm/1bath,
hardwood  floor, ref,  stove,
washer/dryer quiet neighborhood,
pool $1400/mo (310) 458-6760

BEST

RENTALS

ELLY NEsis Co. INC
(310) 396-4443
ellynesis.com

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Bivd.

310-828-7525
SALES * RENTALS

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Rentals available
No Pets Allowed

SANTA MONICA

937 6th St., $1895

Upper 2 bed, new carpet &
Vinyl. Fridge & stove, 1parking

WESTSIDE

620 Acanto, BW, $850

Lower bachelor, utilities paid,

Murphy bed, mini kitchenette

1311 Federal, West LA,
$850

Lower bachelor, full size fridge,
Hot plate, near UCLA

11905 Avon Way, Mar

Vista, $900
Upper Single, fridge, stove, &
dishwasher,
Gated entry & parking, laundry
room

1133 Amorosa, Venice,
$1150
Lower 1 bed, hardwood floors,
Gas stove, street park only, fresh

paint

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

2724 ABBOT Kinney Bl. MDR Adjacent
2+2, w/ fireplace. Includes 2 car
gated subterranean parking. Quiet
neighborhood with courtyard area &
onsite laundry. 1 year lease, No pets.
$1745. Available 04/01/06 Mike
(310) 578-9729 ellynesis.com

COZY VENICE Beach 1+1 apartment
with patio and onsite laundry. Great
location 1/2 block to the beach and
boardwalk with amenities. 1 year
lease, No pets. $1095. Available
04/01/06. Pam (310) 401-0027
ellynesis.com

Business Opportunities

Yard Sales

Health and Beauty

Fitness

Wealth and Success

Lost and Found
Personals
Obituaries

COZY VENICE Beach 1+1 apartment
with patio and onsite laundry. Great
location 1/2 block to the beach and
boardwalk amenities. 1 year lease,
No pets. $1145. Available 4/10/06
Pam (310) 401-0027 ellynesis.com

SANTA  MONICA  3bdrms/2.5bath
$2250/mo  patio, controlled access
building, central air, fireplace,
washer/dryer hookups.
(310) 395-RENT www.westsiderent-
als.com

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee

Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company.
2111 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica,
CA 90403.

FURNISHED BEAUTIFUL beach apart-
ments w/ utilities $2950. Month to
month. Short term 0K
(310) 393-2363

GREAT LOCATION with ocean view,
newly renovated, 2bdrm/1bath, hard-
wood floor, stove, ref, microwave,
pool. Pet friendly $2990/month.
(310) 458-6760

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310) 869-7901

Most buildings are pet friendly!
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR

COMPLETE LISTINGS AT:
www.howardmanagement.com

MALIBU CREEK Apts

1bdrm/1bath $1550/mo

2bdrm/2bath $1850/mo

Located between Highway 1 and 101.
Take Malibu Canyon Drive, turns into
Las Virgenes, in the city of Calabas-
sas. (818) 880-1599

MAR VISTA, 11916 Courtleigh Dr. unit
9: $925/mo, stove, fridge, carpet,
laundry, utilities included, blinds,
parking, no pets (310) 737-7933
www.jkwproperties.com

SANTA MONICA $1,000/mo
1bdrm/1Ba, Parking, Walk to SMC,
large kitchen with dining area.
(310) 395-RENT www.westsiderent-
als.com

SANTA MONICA $1300/mo
1bdrm/1Bath, Hardwood floors, ga-
rage parking, laundry, refrigerator,
stove, freshly painted.
(310) 395-RENT www.westsiderent-
als.com

SANTA MONICA $1450/mo  2bed-
rooms/2Baths. Carpet Floors, laundry,
stove, very spacious, large closets.
(310) 395-RENT www.westsiderent-
als.com

SANTA MONICA $1549/mo
2bdrm/1bath parking, laundry, quiet
neighborhood, Bright, sunny upper.
Quiet  building  (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1550/mo
2bdrms/1Bath, refrigerator, new dish-
washer, remodeled bathroom and
kitchen, cable ready. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $2440/mo
3bdrms/2.5Bath, Pet ok with deposit,
Hardwood/Carpet Floors, Parking,
balcony. (310) 395-RENT www.west-
siderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $675/mo
Bachelor/1Bath, No pets, Carpet
Floors, Parking, laundry, quiet. Avail-
able now! (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $875/mo
Single/1bath. Completely remodeled.
semi-private backyard. Full kitchen.
Cabin style. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $990/mo
1bdrm/1Bath, Carpet Floors, parking,
gated building. 1/2 block from SMC.
(310) 395-RENT. www.westsiderent-
als.com

SANTA MONICA $995.00. Single,
Utilities Paid, Parking, NO Pets, 2535
Kansas Ave., #108-B, Open Daily for
Viewing 9am-7pm, Mgr: #101

SANTA MONICA, North of Wilshire,
$1650/mo 2bdrm/2bath Upper; bal-
cony, carpet, stove, refrigerator, new
blinds, laundry, parking, no pets
(310)456-5659

SENIORS- AFFORDABLE
HOUSING
Live in a BEAUTIFUL
apt/suite in Beverly/Fairfax or
Santa Monica: Starting at
$400/month
(323) 650-7988

SINGLE SANTA Monica 823 Pacific St.
Unit D. $975/mo. Stove, fridge,
blinds, hardwood floors, no pet or
parking (310) 578-7512
www.jkwproperties.com

SM 1BDRM $1350/mo, partially fur-
nished. Hardwood floors. Refrigerator,
stove, and TV. Close to SMC.
(310) 450-3714

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

SM GREAT Ocean View, newly reno-
vated, 2bdrm/1bath, bright and
sunny, fireplace, balcony, stove, dish-
washer, ref., microwave, on-site
laundry, pet friendly, 1 year lease,
$3250/mo (310) 458-6760

VENICE BACHELOR 714 Indiana Ave
$875/mo. Double hot plate, small re-
frigerator, microwave, blinds, hard-
wood floors, tile, laundry, no pets
or parking. (310) 578-7512

www.jkwproperties.com

Furnished Apts

WLA $975 Furnished single. Utilities
included. Large private deck. Planter
area. New carpet. (310)390-4610

Houses For Rent

BEL AIR House: 11797 Bellagio Rd.
2+21/2, $4250/mo., $500 off
move-in. Stove, blinds, carpets, hard-
wood floors, washer-dryer hookups,
fireplace, walk-in pantry, sunroom,
large unique gardens, garage parking,
small dog or cat ok. (310) 578-7512
www.jkwproperties.com

FREE HOUSING

SERVICE

> Need a little extra income?
> Need help around the house?

We help match seniors with other
seniors or mid-age/younger people.

(323) 650-7988

Monday-Friday 9:00am-5:00pm

Alternative Living for the Aging
A Non-Profit of 26 years

I
Commercial Lease

BEACH AREA office rental in Santa
Monica. MUST HAVE 501C(3)
non-profit status. In 107 year old
Church. 2nd Floor office. Staff parking
available. $550 a month. Phone
310-399-1631 or
churchop@aol.com. Please no inquir-
ies if you are not a 501C(3).
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Commercial Lease

PRIME INGLEWOOD
7,000 SQ. FT.

Ideal for studio/medical
building
20 ft. high ceiling
close to Marina Del Rey

703 Centinela/Hyde Park
$1.00 per sq. ft.

Call (310) 995 5136
for a preview

SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street.
Very charming building, small offices.
Between $700/mo & $1200/mo. In-
cludes  utilites &  cleaning.
(310) 614-6462

SANTA MONICA. Medical Building,
900 Wilshire Blvd. 2500 square feet,
fourth floor, patio. Also third floor,
2400 square feet, can reduce to two
1200 square ft. offices (must see).
Dual elevators, 3 levels of under-
ground parking. Will construct two
specs upon acceptable lease.
(310) 923-8521 or (310) 260-2619.

SM SMALL office space for lease.
2665 30th St. at Ocean Park Blvd.
550 sf at 1,375. 740 sf at 1,850. Par
Commercial (310)395-2663 ext101

VENICE, INCREDIBLE Campus Entire
Property inc. office, garden and park-
ing areas! Historical 1919 Craftsman
house which was torn down in 2005
and rebuilt from the foundation up.
Everything is first class and authentic.
The space has wood ceilings, brand
new antique style moldings, windows,
electrical, plumbing, ethernet, com-
munication, DVR with cameras, gated
parking, storage basement, central
AC & Heat, incredible gardens, 60+
of Lincoln frontage, lots of street
parking on San Miguel.

853 Lincoln BIl. $6,500 NNN
(310) 396-4443 x 2006.

Real Estate

FIXER UPPPERS
Bargains

Call for a free list
Free recorded message.
1-800-969-8257 ID #4748

www.LaFixerUppers.net

Vehicles for sale

‘00 CAMRY
Only $11,995
Loaded, Sharp
Ends 3/21
(129447)
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

Vehicles for sale

‘00 CIVIC EX
CALL FOR PRICE
Mnrf, CD, Auto,
Ld’d, 59Kmi.
Ends 3/21 (001307)
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

B

‘00 FOCUS Low Miles!
Only $6995
Auto, Priced to Sell!
(Vin228413)
866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa Monica

‘00 NISSAN AL-
TIMA GLE 4D $9,995
Automatic, CD, Leather,
Alloy Wheels (137028)
GRAND OPENING
(866) 925-3333
MITSUBISHI SANTA MONICA

'

‘01 ACCORD EX
CALL FOR PRICE
16K Miles, Loaded,
Sharp Car. Ends 3/21
(013087)
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

B

‘01 BEETLE GLX
Only $10,995
Low Mileage, Leather,
Loaded, (402938)
866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa Monica

&

01 EXPLORER 2dr Sport
$7995
Low mileage, CLEAN!
(Vin853573)
866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa
Monica

‘01 HONDA CIVIC LX
Sedan 4D $8,995
Automatic, CD, Dual
Front Airbags (553571)
GRAND OPENING
(866) 925-3333
MITSUBISHI SANTA MONICA

e @

‘01 JAGUAR XK8 $33,981
Conv, Nav, Chromes
(1NA22084)

(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

‘01 JETTA GLS Sedan
$12,995
Turbo, Auto, Silver, Very
Clean. Low Mi (2555478)
866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa Monica

@ >

‘01 MITSUBISHI Eclipse
GT Spyder Conv't
$13,995
V6,Automatic, CD, Rear
Spoiler (085890)
GRAND OPENING

y A \
(866) 925-3333

MITSUBISHI SANTA MONICA

Vehicles for sale

@ »

b ®

01 PORSCHE CARRERA
CAB $49,981
Blk/BIk Tip, Lo Miles
(15654891)

(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

02 BOXSTER $26,981
Steel Grey/Black, 6 Speed
(2U620852)

(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

‘02 CABRIO GLS
$14,995
(Vin805479)
866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa Monica

‘02 CABRIO GLS
Call $$
Very Very Low Miles,
So Clean (Vin800283)
866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa Monica

‘02 CLK430
Only $34,995
Convertible, Beautiful,
31Kmi. Ends 3/21
(129447)

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

>

02 LEXUS LS430 $35,981
Desert Silver/Tan, Only
24K mi (20057375)
(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

&

02 PASSAT
Only $14,995
Premium Sound, CD &
More! (Vin449752)
866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa Monica

‘02 PASSAT GLS 1.8T Wgn
$16,995
Very Clean, Silvertone
Gray, Must See (074610)
866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa Monica

‘02 PASSAT GLS 1.8T Wgn
$14,995
Perfect Color, Mint
(Vin304180)
866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa Monica

‘03 Beetle GLS
$16,995
Turbo H/BK, Auto, Red,
Xint! 24Kmi (438035)
866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa Monica

03 CLK55 $47,981
Blk/BIk, Only 9300mi,
Chromes (3F051379)

(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

Vehicles for sale

B

‘03 LX470
25Kmi $43,995
LOADED!! & Lexus
Certified. Ends 3/21
(529708)

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

R ®

03 M3 Convertible
$39,984 Pewter/Ash
(39K02785)

(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

‘03 RSX
CALL FOR PRICE
Sport, Loaded,
BLACK, Ends 3/21
(016294)

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

B

‘03 SC430
CALL FOR PRICE
Loaded, Only 11k Miles
Ends 3/21
(040084)

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘04 BMW X3
Low Miles $29,995
Like New,
(VinA66108)
866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa Monica

04 CAYENNE S $45,962
White/Tan, Tip
(4LA65825)

(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

» > &

04 TL 3.2 $27,981
Gold/Tan, Low 11Kmi
(4A003736)

(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

&

‘04 BEETLE GLS Conv
1.8T $18,995
Leather, Loaded, Very
Sporty (318774)
866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa Monica

&

‘04 VW BEETLE GLS
$15,995
Excellent, Low miles,
AUTO, (Vin415714)
866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa Monica

05 545IA $54981
Black/Black, Sport, Navi-
gation (SCN63998)
(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

» @

05 MINI COOPER Auto
$27981 Conv't, Sport, Hot
Orange! (5TG10499)
(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

SNCNCRCNS

‘03 JETTA GLi SDN
$18,995
Only 15,616 Miles,
Loaded (116902)
866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa Monica

‘06 PASSAT 2.0T Sedan
$26,995
Auto, New Body Style,
Turbo, Ld’d (042930)
866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa Monica

Vehicles for sale

‘05 SUBARU
IMPREZA WRX 4D
$20,995 Mulit CD, Alloy
Wheels, ABS (518079)
GRAND OPENING
(866) 925-3333
MITSUBISHI SANTA MONICA

‘94 LEXUS ES 300
$8,995
CD Auto-Changer,
Leather, Mnrf (073022)
GRAND OPENING
(866) 925-3333
MITSUBISHI SANTA MONICA

‘95 G20
ONLY $6,995
Silver, Clean Car.
Ends 3/21
(517479)
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘95 LEXUS LS 400
4D $11,995
CD Auto-Changer,
Leather, Mnrf (035976)
GRAND OPENING
(866) 925-3333
MITSUBISHI SANTA MONICA

‘98 GS400
Only $17,995
Very Sharp, Loaded.
Ends 3/21
(009183)
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘99 PATHFINDER
XLE $99,995
Low Miles, Black,
Loaded, Ends 3/21
(300100)
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘99 TOYOTA
CELICA GT Conv'’t
$10,995 CD, Alloy
Wheels (055229)
GRAND OPENING
(866) 925-3333
MITSUBISHI SANTA MONICA

$$ CASH FOR CARS $$

All makes & models, all cars
considered. Friendly professional
buyer.We come to you and
handle all paper work.

Please call now! (310) 995-5898

Massage

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your
body, mind, spirit.  Therapeutic,
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy balanc-
ing. Strictly non-sexual. Introductory
specials from $50.00/1hr. Lynda,
L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and ten-
der relaxing body work by mature Eu-

'e

B

~

Massage

MASSAGE

7326 SM BLUD.
323-512-3888

SWEDISH ENERGETIC massage by
European female reading tarot cards.
1224 North Fairfax Apt 8 Hollywood
(323) 244-6198

TLC CHRISTIAN woman, beautiful.
Was chocolate mermaid. Slim, fit
*82-310-890-3530, 24hrs outcalss,
Hotel/Home. 16yrs experience.

TRIGGER POINT MASSAGE
Relieve Tension, Improve
Range of Motion
and Feel Great again! &
feel it Immediately
Learn How it can help you at:
www.nydoo.com/massage
or Call: 310-930-5884

Business Opps

LOCAL VENDING Route Local Com-
pany 80 machines with excellent lo-
cations all  for  $10,995.00.
1-800-234-6982

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

Yard Sales

MOVING SALE. Brand new sectional
sofa and oversized chair $900 o.b.o.
Pine table and two chairs. Coffee ta-
ble. King size bed frame of pine and
wrought iron. (310) 488-5739

*YARD SALE*

Sat. 3/18 10am-4pm,
724 Pacific Street
Santa Monica.

All proceeds support
Volunteer efforts in Africa.
Lots of fun stuff. Books, music,
knick-knacks, etc.

Personals

Talk to a Model 24hrs.
310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222

$10-17 for 15 min.

Thére are man
turnaround 3 million mov
42 hours? Imagine 70,000 sheets per hour

and 6,000 boxes drop :
for Star Wars, we can do it for you.

We get the job done.

High quality ® High volum

Call us today - we'll g

y printers, but can they
ie posters in

shipped. We did it

Positive Existence Print & Media Experts

e ¢ High-speed turnaround

et you out of any printing bind
310-314-3537 or visit us online at www.pe;:rinting.cqnfqn

Service oriented ® 52 years experience ® 3rd generation family owned and operat

ropen. Very Professional, Sonja ATM/CC/Checks by phone
(310) 397-0433. www.USLove.com
e ';_

PRINTING FULFILLMENT

* Posters = Folding ;

* Qutdoor * Stitching "

* Banners = Stapling

* Sales sheets * Die-cutting

* Brochures * Lamination

* Stationary * Collating

* PO.P. displays * Numbering E

* Standees e

* Packaging

= Statement stuffers
* Menus

* Rack cards

* Booklets

# Annual reports
* Press Kits

* Ad film

* Pocket folders
* Direct mail

* Counter cards
* Labels

* Postcards

* Magazines

ed | SUPPORT LOCAL B2B [=

-——

MEDIA SERVICES .
= Qutdoor

* B-sheets .z I
* 30-sheets :
= Bulletins B
* Bus shelters

* Bus kings

# Bus benches e
* Bus wraps

b~

[roea—

L

- e
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PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS

IN THE SANTA MONICA

Services

Holistic Health

NSULTIN
HOMEOPATH

Mahavrat S. Patel,
DH.M.S, BHM.S,

M.D.(Homeopathy) = % #% ~
>
-k

Cell: (832) 444-7811,
[Tel: (562) 697-7053
drmahavratpatel@email.com

Santa Monica Center of Healing Arts|

1247 Seventh St, Suite 300
ISanta Monica, Ca 90401

PRIVATE READINGS
MESSAGES
CAN
CHANGE

YOUR
LIFE!

‘Psycﬁic Medium
LAURA RICHARD, Ph.D.
818-981:1425

Gen. Contracting

A/C CONSTRUCTION

General Construction
Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons
Honest Z Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

The Level Goes On
Before The Spike Goes In

Romero Rain Gutters

Seamless Aluminum Gutters

Custom Made Color Match
Your Home or Building

(310) 408-5900 or (310) 534-3075

Repairs ¥ Cleaning

LIFE COACH

YOU CAN BENEFIT FROM
PERSONAL COACHING
IF YOU FEEL:

 Trapped/Unhappy in a
romantic relationship, Unfair/chaotic friendship
o Often procrastinate with your personal goals

PAINTING

EXTERIORS & INTERIOR
¢ Over 10 Years Experience
¢ References Available
e Work Guaranteed

Copper Galvanized ] T A s v ' TR £
Free Estimate S)T’EVE S) P&ﬁENﬂqEN@
Ask for Jose Romero INITIAL CONSULTATION 213/765-0252
Lic. #834699 Anthony Rogers, M.S. - (310) 386-1808 213/663-3064
Voving Handymar

RELIABLE GENERAL
CONTRACTING

Remodels - Additions - Kitchens
Baths - Home Improvements

Fillman Construction

(310) 531-0392

fillcon@hotmail.com

LIC. 783046 INSURED

‘ Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737 ‘

Caregivers

NEED HELP?

We understand

Mama’s caregivers are loving,
caring, trained and bonded.

Live in/Out
Mama’s Home Care

(323) 655-2622

Your ad could run here!
© Call us today at (310) 458-7737

MAXIMUM Construction

Complete Household Repair
Electrical, Fencing
Doors, Windows, Flooring
Drywall, Texture, Painting
Remodel & Additions
Concrete, Stucco

Free Consultation
Reasonable Prices

p

Call Max Ruiz
(213) 210-7680

handymax1@aol.com

SEASONS
ROOFING

1C. #72042.

ROOFING « REPAIRS
“LOWEST RESIDENTIAL
RATES IN SO. CALIF.”

310-317-9595 o

310-779-5265 cen

BEST MOVERS

% No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.
Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844

(323) 997-1193 (310) 300-9194

Therapy

CONMPASSIONATE
COUNSELING
A safe place to make changes.
Life Transitions
Stress
Relationships
Self-Esteem
Unresolved Grief
Free Consultation
Laurie Levine, MFT (rc 23031)
Santa Monica/SFV

(310) 284-3699

* EXPERT
TUTORING
SERVICES

Experienced, CA credentialed
teacher specializing in grades
K-5 all subjects.

Please call:
Courtney (310) 266-0667

Painting/Tiling

METICULOUS PAINTING

& DRYWALL

Interior & Exterior  Free Estimates %

Gall Joe:; 447-8957

mﬁtiﬂulﬂuspaimiﬂg.ﬁﬂm LIC: 0002088305-0001-4

STILL
SMOKING?

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

Certified

L Hypnotherapist

-

(310) 235-2883

www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

PAINTING

Top quality A&A

Custom, Interior
and Exterior

Free quote,
call Jeff Arrieta
(310) 560-9864

FULL SERVICE GRAPHIC DESIGN STUDID
Print Design, Web Design, Printing

Handyman Service
Handyman Express

Specializing in bathroom remodeling and
repairs. Plumbing, drywall, paint, tile and
framing. No job too small.
Satisfaction Guaranteed.

Call Nick 310/651-0052

WESTSIDE GUYS

Full Service Handymen
G

ARPENTRY. ELEC., PAINT ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR
ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE

BOB 35/HRI_{31II) 266-6348
CALEB 25-35/HR (310) 409-3244

Bookkeeping

SIMPLIFY

Experienced, Efficient,
and Swift.

BOOKKEEPER
FOR HIRE

Quickbooks $40/hr.
Pick Up and Delivery

Call now to save!
(310) 264-0828

Handyman Services

To Fit Every Budget

v e L)
Carpentry ® Plumbing e Electrical
Drywall @ Painting @ Kitchen & Bath
Decks ® Flooring @ Windows
and much more!

free 1.877.33.FIXIT

(1.877.333.4948)
302 West Grand Avenue, Suite 8, El Segundo, CA 90245
310.322.6975 (voice) 310.356.6990 (fax)
www.HandymanOnDemand.com

pof - s

Licensed. Bonded. Insured. Guaranteed.
Lic 281148

@andyman
/L. On Demand

Building Trust. Improving Life.

‘ Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737 ‘

310.399.1269
www.studiolOdesign.com

Tailoring

ONE HOUR Alterations, hemming,
jeans, pants, skirts, etc. Made by pro-
fessional Call Michael
(310) 980-2674

Your ad could run here!
© Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Pool and Spa

e fwa

POOL & SPA

SERVICE & REPAIRS
-Weekly service

-Drain & Cleans
-Spa Covers
-Electric spa repair

310-306-6970
FREE ESTIMATES

Computer Services

MAC COMPUTER Repair

Home based business, personal at-
tention. Work guaranteed. Paine and
Sons (310) 401-8090

We pride ourselves on excellence in design, service, and creativity forall clients big or small. Our clients are happy. That is what we like,
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WL SIMONSON
SANTA MONICA :

EXPERIENCE OUR ALL-NEW SERVICE CENTER! .

14TH AND COLORADO

Vercedes-Bene

-+ 50,000 SQ FEET! - SAME DAY SERVICE APPTS - A LUXURIOUS CUSTOMER LOUNGE

- OVER 60 FACTORY-TRAINED TECHNICIANS - DEDICATED PRIVATE WORK STATIONS

- LATEST MERCEDES-BENZ DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPT - WIRELESS INTERNET ACCESS

+ $3.2 MILLION PARTS INVENTORY - MERCEDES-BENZ PARTS & ACCESSORIES BOUTIQUE
. COMPLIMENTARY SHUTTLE (wmi s mies orourcentery  © COMPLIMENTARY COFFEE BAR

1 CALL TODAY & SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT! —
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%3},‘:%&';%5%‘?3;‘&‘3‘.&632&%%‘?»‘.’&I'%»?Rﬁs“Tn%““ ‘I SERVICE DEPARTMENT HOURS: MON - FRI: 6:30AM - 6:30PM - SAT: 8:00AM - 5:00PM 14TH AND COLORADO - SANTA MONICA

17TH ST.

%
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1.9°% APR LIMITED TERM FINANCING ON SELECT 2006 MODELS

NEW 2006 G230 i NEW 2006 R3al

s 5 ATTHIS LEASE PAYMENT s 5 ATTHIS LEASE PAYMENT 9 ATTHIS LEASE PAYMENT
+886 +TAX PER MONTH +88¢ +TAX PER MONTH +88¢ +TAX PER MONTH
FOR 30 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 27 MONTHS

$299.88 + tax first months payment for 39 months on approved credit. $2200 cap cost ~ $359.88 + tax first months payment for 39 months on approved credit. $2464 cap cost  $399.88 + tax first months payment for 27 months on approved credit. $3716 cap cost
reduction + $795 acquisition fee = $2995 total due at signing ($0 security deposit). MSRP  reduction + $795 acquisition fee = $3259 total due at signing ($0 security deposit). MSRP  reduction + $795 acquisition fee = $4511 total due at signing (80 security deposit). MSRP
$31,365. Tier 1 Credit. 7.5K Miles/yr. 25¢ per mile excess. OTHERS AT SIMILAR SAVINGS. ~ $48,775. Tier 1 Credit. 7.5 K Miles/yr. 25¢ per mile excess. OTHERS AT SIMILAR SAVINGS. ~ $50,825. Tier 1 Credit. 7.5K Miles/yr. 25¢ per mile excess. OTHERS AT SIMILAR SAVINGS.

MANAGER'S SPECIALS!

04 ACURA TL 3.2.... $27,981 | ’05S BMW 32S.... $29,982 | 03 BMIW M3 CONV...$39,984
GOLD/TAN, ONLY 11K MILES, 4A003736 BLACK/BLACK, SPORT/PREMIUM PKG, 5KP92844 PEWTER/ASH, PK02785

’O0S MINI COOPER......... $27,981 ’0S BMW 24 3.0......... $34,981 04 PORSCHE CAYENNES..$45,982
CONVERTIBLE, AUTO, SPORT, HOT ORANGE, 5TG10499 | BRONZE/TAN, NAVIGATION, 5LU16181

TIPTRONIC, WHITE/TAN, 4LA65825

W.L SIMONSON - SANTA MONICA

17TH & WILSHIRE- SANTA MONICA
1-800-784-7160

W.LSIMONSON @l@

PRE-OWNED CARS
1308 SANTA MONICA BLVD-SM
@ @ @ 1-800-784-6196
WLSIMONSON] 1.

x|t _ WWW.MERCEDESBENZPRICING.COM *
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17TH ST.
14TH ST.
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All advertised prices exclude government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document preparation charges and any emission testing charge. Ad expires 03/13/06 close of business.




