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GREEN THUMBS: Homeowner Jin Yang (right) stands with gardeners Jeff Sullivan (center) and Patricia Sanders in their shared garden.

BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITYWIDE Around Christmas, Dominic
Smith began wondering what it would be like
to be a soldier in Afghanistan, far from home,
family and the comforts of the holidays.

Smith, a firefighter with the Santa
Monica Fire Department, was bothered by
the fact that the Afghan war had dropped
from the headlines, and felt that not enough
was being done to support the troops fight-
ing thousands of miles away.

An Internet search revealed an organiza-
tion, fittingly called “Adopt a US Soldier,”
that lets private people select one or more
soldiers fighting abroad to whom to send
care packages and letters.

Smith presented a formal proposal to the
Santa Monica Firefighers Local 1109, the
union that represents most of the firefighters
in the area, asking permission to formally
involve the rest of the membership.

The union gave the green light, but one
fighter wasn’t quite enough for the firefighters.

“I asked for a platoon rather than a sol-
dier,” Smith said.

AAUSS obliged.
The Santa Monica firefighters got the 32-

member Alpha Company 3rd Battalion 4th
Infantry “Warriors,” a part of the Army’s
170th Infantry Brigade deployed to the
remote Camp Blackhorse, which is located
near Kabul, Afghanistan.

Deployed from their base in Baumholder,
Germany, the troops train Afghani forces from
their desert outpost. For many, this was a first
deployment, and the young men had never
been so far from family during the holidays.

The members began raising money. Local
1109 pitched in the first $1,000, and promised
to match donations up to an additional $1,000.

With the support of the fire department,
which includes the union members as well as

BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD
Daily Press Staff Writer

SUNSET PARK Jin Yang and his wife,
Huili Gao, had a problem that many peo-
ple in Santa Monica wish they had — a
spacious backyard, perfect for gardening.

Unfortunately, they also had no time
to tend it.

Step out of their Sunset Park home,
and you see a tiered yard with dedicat-
ed plots that boast more weeds than
roses, or healthy trees that cry out for a
good pruning.

“I leave for work at 7 in the morning
and come back between 6 and 7 in the
evening,” Yang said. “The kids go to

school. There’s no time to take care of
the garden.”

Enter Patricia Sanders and Jeff
Sullivan.

Both enjoy gardening, if for very dif-
ferent reasons. Neither have a garden of
their own.

Sanders grew up in South Carolina
on a 10-acre property, where farming
and tending to the land was a way of
life, not a pastime.

“It’s just what you did,” she said.
Since, Sanders achieved her Master

Gardener degree at Clemson
University, and took extra sustainable
gardening classes through Santa
Monica’s Office of Sustainability and

the Environment.
She views gardening as a way to

engage with the plants, soil and earth,
and get away from the grind of working
on her novel.

Sullivan sells himself as a “lazy” gar-
dener, who focuses on sustainable,
perennial plants that produce the
expensive fruits and vegetables that
you’d otherwise buy in stores.

He works a 12-by-4-foot space in
the Venice Community garden, but was
looking for something more.

“I don’t have a yard, so I’ve been
looking for someone else’s yard,”

SEE GARDENS PAGE 10
SEE SOLDIERS PAGE 11

Gardening program yields bounty
Shared garden program links homeowners with a little help

Heroes 
support
heroes
Firefighters adopt soldiers
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Living right 
Main Library, MLK Auditorium 

601 Santa Monica Blvd., 7 p.m. 
The Santa Monica Public Library is pleased to present the latest in its

Quality of Life Forum series: “It’s All About Quality of Life: A
Psychotherapist/Life Coach Roundtable.” Hosted by Quality of Life Project
founder Kit Cooper, the forum is a quarterly program that spotlights accom-
plished, inspiring and grounded guest speakers who share best practices
on what they do to get the most out of life. This time, join Kit in conversa-
tion with three of Southern California’s most respected life coaches and

pyschotherapists: Steve Hasenberg, writer and co-developer of the corpo-
rate video series “Stress Management: A Positive Strategy;” Jamie

Greene, on-screen therapist for ABC’s “The Bachelor;” and life coach
Alissa Finerman, a former pro tennis player and author of the just-published
book, “Living in Your Top 1%.” These three professionals will discuss how
they improved their own quality of life and inspire others to do the same. To
obtain further information about the Quality of Life Project, visit www.quali-
tyoflifeproject.org. Admission is free, and seating is first come, first served.

Oh so fresh
Downtown

Arizona Avenue and Second Street, 8:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m.
Get the freshest of the fresh at this weekly Farmers’ Market. 

For more information, visit www01.smgov.net/farmers_market.

Thursday, March 17, 2011

Peripheral neuropathy talk
Santa Monica Family YMCA

1332 Sixth St., 12 p.m.
UCLA neurologist, William Buxton, MD, will discuss causes, 
symptoms and treatment options of peripheral neuropathy. 

Registration in advance is required. Picture ID is required for non-members.
Free underground parking is available. For more information and 

registration, contact Lidia Magarian, Senior Program Director at the 
YMCA at (310) 393-2721 Ext. 129 or e-mail at lidiam@ymcasm.org. 

Data transfer 101
MacMall

1505 Wilshire Blvd., 6:30 p.m.
Experts teach you the latest in sharing data across multiple platforms

including the iPhone, iPad and iTouch. This is a free event. 
For more information, call (310) 394-7779.

Friday, March 18, 2011

Hug a tree
Palisades Park

Corner of Colorado and Ocean avenues, 6 p.m.
The “Hug a Tree and a Tree Hugger” event celebrates the role trees 

play in our community. The event will be held at the Children’s Tree of Life.
This is part of the “Tree Hugging Weekend.”

What’s Up

Westside
OUT AND ABOUT IN SANTA MONICA

To create your own listing, 
log on to smdp.com/submitevent

For help, contact Daniel Archuleta at
310-458-7737 or submit to editor@smdp.com

For more information on any of the events listed, 
log on to smdp.com/communitylistings

General, Cosmetic, & Implant Dentistry

MODERN, COMFORTABLE AND RELAXED ATMOSPHERE

Gentle Dentistry | Sedation Available | Digital Technology | Smile Makeover | Flexible Financing

Check our monthly promotions on our website   www.santamonicatoothdr.com

2222 SANTA MONICA BLVD, SUITE 202, SANTA MONICA, CA 90404

Ali Mogharei DDS

(310) 829-2224

FREE Teeth Whitening*

& COSMETIC CONSULTATION ($400 VALUE)

CALL FOR
DETAILS

*after completion of exam and 
cleaning/ new patients only

BOB GABRIEL CO. INSURANCE

Mercury Insurance has cut rates on auto, 
homeowners, and renters insurance. 
Please call for new discounted rates.

Phone Quotes Available

Personalized Insurance
Auto Experts Life, Disability & Pension

Homeowners Commercial & Business

Workers Compensation Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies including
MERCURY INSURANCE

310.829.0305
2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

www.bobgabrielinsurance.com

Family Owned 
Business

Breakfast  •  Lunch

Come try our Curry Chicken Salad,
Pizza Waffles & Waffle Sliders

~ Illy gourmet coffee ~ 

Weekdays: 8am to 5pm | Weekends: 8am to 5pm | Closed Mondays

2408 Wilshire Boulevard | 310-453-2787
24th & Wilshire – Free Parking in back

10% off 
your entire check
Tuesday – Friday

2 – 5pm

Peter & Son
watch company
fine watches and repair since 1975

PeterAndSonWatchCompany.com

Authorized Dealer:

Raymond Weil 
TW Steel | Suunto

13050 San Vicente Blvd
26th and San Vicente

310.260.9191
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Visit us online at smdp.com

Since 1967
Quality & Value Always!

310-399-7892
27322 Mainn St.

Santaa Monica

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

“Spring forward for
fantastic breakfast!”

CLOSE CALL Morgan Genser news@smdp.com
Crossroads' Michael Rosen is nearly tagged out by Montclair Prep's Max Miller on Tuesday at Clover Park. Crossroads lost the game, 8-1.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES A graffiti vandal who caused
hundreds of thousands of dollars in damage to
Los Angeles property is trying to make it in the
legitimate art world — but the city attorney
doesn’t want him profiting from his notoriety.

The Los Angeles Times says the city attorney
sued Cristian Gheorghiu and nine others last
year. The suit seeks at least $1 million in penal-
ties and a court order barring them from mak-
ing money off artwork under their street names.

The 34-year-old Gheorghiu has an arrest
record dating back to 1999. He was ordered
to pay $28,000 in restitution after a 2007
felony conviction.

But Gheorghiu now sells legitimate art-
works under his tag, “Smear.”

Some graffiti vandals, such as the British
Banksy, have become artistic sensations.

Peter Bibring,an attorney with the American
Civil Liberties Union of Southern California,
says the suit violates artistic freedom.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES Home prices in Southern
California remained at their year-ago levels
in February, as job security worries, tight
credit conditions and concerns that prices
haven’t yet reached bottom kept fearful buy-
ers out of the market, a tracking firm said
Tuesday.

February’s median home price for the
region was $275,000, unchanged from a year
ago and up 1.9 percent from $270,000 in
January, San Diego-based DataQuick
Information Systems said.

The firm said home sales dropped 6.4
percent from 15,359 in February 2010 to
14,369 last month, their lowest level for a
February since 2008. Sales fell 0.6 percent
from 14,458 in January.

DataQuick President John Walsh said
pent-up demand for homes could result in

swifter sales in the spring, but only if mort-
gage rates remain low, credit becomes more
widely available and confidence about the
economy in general improves.

“Lots of people have been waiting for the
right time to buy. But they’ve got to feel
more confident in their jobs, they’ve got to
qualify for a loan and, for some, they need to
be convinced prices are at or near bottom,”
he said.

Foreclosures accounted for 37.1 percent
of last month’s sales, up from 36.8 percent in
January but down from 42.4 percent a year
ago, according to DataQuick.

Among February’s most active market
participants were all-cash buyers, many of
them investors who were not hemmed in by
tight credit conditions, DataQuick said.

All-cash buyers accounted for 31.7 per-
cent of sales in February, the highest propor-
tion of such purchasers for any month since

1988, when DataQuick’s statistics began.
The 10-year monthly average for Southern
California homes bought with cash is 13.1
percent.

Riverside County-based real estate agent
Mike Novak-Smith said he’s been involved
with sales to investors who are suspicious of
the stock market’s long-term prospects and
see opportunity in the bargain-priced
homes now available.

“There’s more cash buyers than I’ve ever
seen,” he said. “These are people that are not
comfortable with the stock market. They
want to buy tangible assets.”

Absentee buyers, which include investors
as well as purchasers of second homes,
bought 26.1 percent of the homes sold in
February, more than any month in
DataQuick’s records.

Walsh said the abundance of investors
raised hopes that the market was due for a

more pronounced rebound, which he pre-
dicted could occur in the spring, when home
sales typically improve most years.

"What the past two months do tell us is
that lots of people have bet, often with cash,
that housing at today’s prices will prove a
solid investment,” he said.

Stuart Gabriel, who directs the Richard S.
Ziman Center for Real Estate at the
University of California, Los Angeles, said
the relatively stable, though sluggish, sales
and pricing showed that the market was
continuing to right itself at an extremely
slow pace.

“I would not anticipate that there would
be really sizable or significant evolution in
the housing market this spring,” he said. “My
emphasis would be on a kind of slow, steady
movement, not over months but over quar-

SEE HOMES PAGE 11

City attorney
wants to stop
tagger from
making money
off artwork

SoCal home prices flat in February
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Opinion Commentary
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OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters 
we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.
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Keep an open mind
Editor:

You are entitled to your own opinion, but you are not
entitled to your own facts.

I am writing to correct misinformation in Kitty
Costa’s letter (“Calling a spade a spade,” March 12-13,
page 4) in which she rages against school board mem-
ber Oscar de la Torre, children with disabilities, and
columnist Bill Bauer.

First of all, using the word “Teflon” to describe
Oscar de la Torre implies that he is guilty of wrongdo-
ing. The facts are that Mr. de la Torre submitted to an
independent review of his police investigation by a
highly respected outside agency and was found inno-
cent of any wrongdoing in the way he handled a fight
between two students that occurred last year behind
the Pico Youth & Family Center.

As to the statement that Mr. de la Torre has done “a
whole lot of nothing” to help special education, Ms.
Costa couldn’t be more wrong. Mr. de la Torre has been
steadfast in his commitment to represent all students,
which is exactly the position a school board member
should take.

As to her statement that “special ed parents move
to Santa Monica because they know that SMMUSD has
some of the best special education programs,” there is
no data to support this. This is an urban legend that I
have heard since I moved here 20 years ago. Actually,
12 percent of our students have Individual Education
Plans, which is the same or less than LAUSD, Beverly
Hills, and many nearby school districts.

Finally, Ms. Costa says “you’d think that Bill Bauer
would know better after observing him (de la Torre) for
all of these years.” I, for one, am glad that the colum-
nist judges people by their actions. It seems like the
sign of an open mind, which Ms. Costa has not.

Beau Marks
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 

I DON’T ADMIT THIS VERY OFTEN IN PUBLIC
for fear of damage to my gilded and much-
revered reputation, but I’ve spent the better
part of the past several years walking around
with bloodied, wounded pride as the ever-
aloof Pulitzer Prize Board has roundly
ignored the artistry of my writing.

Last year, despite my global fan club,
agent, manager, publicist, legal team, yogi,
accountant, medium, dry cleaner, private
chef and stylists (clothing, hair and bed
linen) convincing me of my certain triumph,
I was dealt yet another harsh blow.

Instead of recognizing the outstanding
achievements of Meredith Pro Tem, includ-
ing such important pieces as “Overcoming
the haircut struggle” and “Picking a costume
for a finicky trick-or-treater,” it was Kathleen
Parker of The Washington Post who was
chosen by the Pulitzer Board in the category
of Distinguished Commentary (for “her per-
ceptive, often witty columns on an array of
political and moral issues, gracefully sharing
the experiences and values that lead her to
unpredictable conclusions.” Blah, blah,
blah.). No matter how the Pulitzer snobs
want to paint it, I was snubbed. Again.

However, I am now at peace knowing that
when the 2011 winners are announced on
April 18, the tide will finally be in my favor.
My hunch that I will be in possession of
Pulitzer gold is not so much because of read-
ers of this column, like David, who wrote to
me following the publication of “There’s not
enough room for the three of us,” saying
adoringly, “That’s it? I was expecting some-
thing more. You need to try harder! I felt like
I was a kid looking in my lunch bag and see-
ing a baloney sandwich.”

Or Jim, who e-mailed sweetly in reference
to the same column: “I have never met your
husband, but if and when I do, my first ques-
tion to him will be, ‘What’s it like living with
Attila the Hun?’”

Nor does my winning intuition stem
from someone named TremoluxMax, who
effused regarding “An open letter to Al
Gore”: “Well, that was seriously unfunny …
Sort of like Ms. Carroll was asked to write a
column and just idly filled space. Weak.”

No, I’ve never doubted that the infinite
admirers of this column are awash in love and
joy at the sight of the words that I masterful-
ly string together each week. What put my
dreams of glory over the top for this year’s
grand prize are the reactions of the followers
I’ve amassed writing for the parenting website
Babble. The response to my work there has
been warm, tremendous and nonstop.

Like a reader with the handle “Leo’s
Mom,” who gushed about one of the first
contributions I made late last year (“Can
you work and still bond with your child?”):
“The premise of this piece is idiotic.”

Another early composition (“A new les-
son in sharing: breast milk for everyone”)
garnered overwhelming, and equal, if not
more praise. Like from Marina: “The entire
third paragraph of this article makes you
sound like a jerk.” Linda couldn’t contain her
acclaim to just one comment, saying, “Your

ignoranace [sic] and attitude both make me
GAG … Kindly go back under whatever rock
you emerged from.” And, “I hope they won’t
be soliciting you to post here regularly
because it’d be a shame to have to inadvert-
netly [sic] associate with you.” And, “Go
drink some nice cow puss.”

Stephanie agreed with Linda’s lovey-
dovey sentiment, piling on the compliments
regarding the same piece: “Wow, something
is not right in your head … Shame on you
for this post. “

As is so often the case with ardent sup-
porters of this column, my Babble fans also
fret about how I maintain my health while
giving so much of myself to my writing. Like
my follower who goes by the name Two-
Wong-Make-It-White, who commented
with great concern on one piece (“What will
the news of the Chinese stealth fighter mean
to your kids?”): “Time to take your Prozac,
Mere.”

Sure, being a writing icon is glamorous,
and if I weren’t so grounded, I could see how
it would be difficult not to get an inflated
ego. Some readers inquire with care and
advice about the well-being of the literal size
of my head, like Mrg, who wrote in reference
to “My baby or the world on a string: an easy
choice (in the end)”: “Try not to be so
smug.”

Patrick was so moved by “I Have a Dream
speech ignored in some Georgia schools”
that he couldn’t contain his comments to
lowercase: “WHY DON’T YOU JUST SHUT
UP, MIND YOUR OWN BUSINESS AND
STOP TELLING US HOW TO LIVE OUR
LIVES.”

On “The next great TV offering: Al Jazeera
for kids,” Jessica marveled at how I maintain
my sense of balance and fairness when tack-
ling the difficult topics: “Frankly, this post is
ignorant and discriminatory, and I’m some-
what appalled, but not surprised … Seriously,
you should be ashamed of yourself.”

K. Annie said admiringly of “3 friends of
‘Teen Mom 2’ star expecting babies”: “I think
maybe your [sic] missing the bigger picture
way up there on your high horse-and I don’t
even fully understand why you claim to care.”

Of the same piece, SaxyCollegeGirl effer-
vesced at the level of my evenhanded tone
and high level of training and education,
“What a judgemental [sic] article. You just
made any assumptions you wanted to, and
failed to follow up with any facts ... Your
condescending tone was hard to read, and
it’s clear this article was written for sensa-
tionalist media. None of your holier-than-
thou tone was intended to facilitate thought-
ful discussion, and I hate to see so-called
‘journalists’ spread propaganda like this.”

If only the Pulitzer Board sees me as my
No. 1 fan Linda did after she read “Blood
libel and Sarah Palin: wrong word choice,
right sentiment?” and lovingly commented,
“You’re either … stupid … or … intention-
ally vile,” then victory will assuredly be mine
at long last.

More at Meredith Carroll.com

Meredith C. Carroll Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Meredith Pro Tem

Don’t hate me because I’m beautiful

office (310) 458-7737

TELL SANTA MONICA WHAT YOU THINK!
WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Email to: editor@smdp.com or fax to (310) 576-9913
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BBuuiillddiinngg  bbrriiddggeess  iinn  MMaalliibbuu  

For years some parents in Malibu have said they feel like second-class citizens and
have complained about a lack of inclusion in the school district. Some have tried to
break away from Santa Monica, and recently parents tried to make Point Dume
Elementary a charter school. School board members and district officials are trying
to heal old wounds and build bridges by meeting with parents, some of whom want
to change the charter so there is always a school board member elected from Malibu. 

SSoo,,  tthhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  QQ--LLiinnee  qquueessttiioonn  aasskkss::

Do you think Malibu parents have a
legitimate beef? Should at least one
school board seat be reserved for a
Malibu resident? Is the school board
sincere this time around? 

Contact qqlliinnee@@ssmmddpp..ccoomm before FFrriiddaayy  aatt
55  pp..mm.. and we’ll print your answers in the
weekend edition of the Daily Press. You
can also call ((331100))  445588--77773377  eexxtt..  110022.

(310) 829-7283
2632 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica, CA 90403 

www.mathnasium.com/santamonica

GERMAN CCAR SSERVICE
Specialist in Repair of Porsche VW Audi BMW

� Best alternative to high dealer prices
� Complete service and repair
� All work guaranteed
� Locally owned and operated since 1965

2202 OLYMPIC BLVD., SANTA MONICA  (310) 829-2563

ARIZONA AVE.
WILSHIRE BLVD.

14TH
 ST.

15TH
 ST.★

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTE IN
1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

( 3 1 0 )  7 3 6 - 2 5 8 9
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!!!

(BUT WE MAKE 
IT EASY!!!)

Tr y  our  NO OBLIGATION
$1 Exam WITH FULL XRAYS
(If you don’t like what we have to say we will give

you a copy of your x-rays at no charge)

Try our DENTAL CARE 
WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!

(no need to be embarassed if you haven’t been in for a long time)

How about our "NO HASSLE" 
dental insurance processing?

(we will take care of all your insurance paperwork)

• Nitrous oxide provided as a courtesy
• Payment Plans

• Emergencies can be seen today
• Our dentists and staff members are easy to talk to

YES WE DO: Cosmetics, Invisalign, Periodontics,
Oral Surgery, Zoom bleaching, Implants, and MORE

Hypnotherapists are not licensed by the state of California as healing arts practitioners; for your benefit and protection, work on some issues may require a written referral
from a licensed physician or mental health professional.

John McGrail, Ph.D, C.Ht.

office (310) 458-7737

FOLLOW US ON twitter.com/smdailypress

ASSOCIATED PRESS

SANTA CRUZ Damage estimates increased
for the two California harbors hardest hit by
last week’s tsunami, while one Northern
California county declared a state of emer-
gency Tuesday because of extensive damage
to its waterfront.

Port Director Lisa Ekers revised her esti-
mate to $22.5 million in tsunami-related
damage to Santa Cruz Harbor, up from $17
million, the Santa Cruz Sentinel reported.

The figure includes the expected cost of
rebuilding damaged docks and other infra-
structure but not an additional $4 million in
damage to private vessels.

Surging waters caused by Japan’s massive
earthquake hit the harbor along the state’s
Central Coast on Friday. At least 18 boats
sank and another 100 were damaged, with
10 more missing and possibly lost at sea.

Crews spread boom, or floating dams, to
contain any spilled oil on the water’s surface,
but officials said they’ve seen little environ-
mental impact.

Meanwhile, officials in Mendocino County
estimated the tsunami caused about $4 mil-

lion in damage to the harbor in Fort Bragg.
Violent surges pounded Noyo Harbor, bat-

tering docks expected to be used by salmon
fishermen during the upcoming season.

Harbormaster Jere Kleinbach told the
Ukiah Daily Journal that 800 to 1,000 feet of
docks were destroyed. Kleinbach worried
that some remaining docks have been frac-
tured but said that won’t be known until
divers can inspect them.

The Mendocino County Board of
Supervisors unanimously voted to declare a
state of emergency because of the damage in
Fort Bragg. Assemblyman Wesley Chesbro
said he will ask Gov. Jerry Brown to declare
a state-level state of emergency, which would
free up emergency funds and fast-track the
cleanup and recovery process.

he governor previously declared emer-
gencies in Del Norte, San Mateo, Humboldt
and Santa Cruz counties.

In Crescent City, officials once again raised
their estimate of the number of vessels dam-
aged by the tsunami to 63. Of those, 16 sank
and another 47 were afloat and damaged.

The inner harbor in the small fishing
town was almost completely destroyed.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES The Police Commission said
Tuesday a police officer was justified in
killing a Guatemalan immigrant last year —
a shooting that sparked days of protest in the
Latino community.

The ruling by the civilian oversight panel
put police on watch for renewed unrest, but
there were no immediate reports of problems.

The commission accepted an internal
report by the LAPD that concluded the Sept.
5 killing of Manuel Jaminez was a proper use
of lethal force.

An independent review by Inspector
General Nicole C. Bershon also determined
the shooting was in line with department
policy, Police Commission President John

W. Mack said.
“I’m confident, when I speak on behalf of

my fellow commissioners, that our review of
the case has been exhaustive, conclusive and
has left no stone unturned,” Mack said. “This
has been a long, particularly difficult and sad
incident for all involved.”

Even before the commission announced
its findings, police were mobilizing to face
possible new protests, and at least one immi-
gration activist group was calling for a rally
at an intersection near MacArthur Park,
where Jaminez died.

“We cannot allow the LAPD to murder
yet another migrant from our community!”
the Southern California Immigration

Tsunami damage estimate
for NorCal county rises 

LAPD officer cleared in
immigrant’s shooting death 

SEE CLEARED PAGE 8
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Sullivan Dituri Real Estate Presents

Bill Dawson – Broker | www.Sullivan-Dituri.com | (310) 453-3341

F E A T U R E D L I S T I N G S

1307 15th Street
Santa Monica - 11 units FOR SALE

3112 Wilshire Blvd. 
Santa Monica - For LEASE  $3000

S t .  M o n i c a  C a t h o l i c  H i g h  S c h o o l
DATE TEAM OPPONENT LOCATION TIME

BOYS BASEBALL
Mar 15 JV/V St. Bernard Marine Park 3/3:15pm
Mar 17 V Viewpoint Marine Park 3pm
Mar 18 JV/V La Salle Marine Park 3:15/3pm

BOYS GOLF
Mar 16 V St. Paul St. Paul 3:30pm
Mar 17 V Practice Penmar 3:30pm
Mar 18 V Practice Westchester 3:30pm
Mar 21 V Serra Rancho 3:18pm
Mar 22 V Practice Penmar 3:30pm

COED TRACK
Mar 16 V CSHM CSHM 3:15pm

S a n t a  M o n i c a  H i g h  S c h o o l
DATE TEAM OPPONENT LOCATION TIME

BOYS BASEBALL
Mar 17 JV/V Long Beach Wilson (DH) 3pm(1:30/4:30pm)
Mar 19 JV/V Redondo Tournament JV-Carson / V-Torrance 11:00am

BOYS VOLLEYBALL
Mar 17 V El Segundo 3:15pm

GIRLS SOFTBALL
Mar 16 JV/V El Segundo 4:30/3pm
Mar 18-19 V High Desert Classic Lancaster TBA
Mar 19 JV North Tournament North High TBA

COED SWIMMING
Mar 17 All North Torrance 3pm

BOYS GOLF
Mar 16 All De Bell Tournament Burbank 8am
Mar 17 All Torrance Los Verdes 2:30pm

COED TRACK
Mar 17 All Dual Meet vs. North 3pm
Mar 18 All California Relays Cerritos College 5:30pm
Mar 19 All California Relays Cerritos College 9am

Location, Location, Location
Storage units available at 14/Colorado

FREE 
MONTH!!!

Easy and Convenient Storage, in the middle of Santa Monica!

Mention this ad when you call for details.

(310) 450-1515
1620 14th st. Santa Monica, CA 90404
www.SantaMonicaMiniStorage.com

RECYCLE NOW!
Aluminum Cans

$1.80 per pound with 
this coupon expires 3-31-11

Aluminum       Plastic       Glass       Bi-Metal       Newspaper
CardboardWhite/Color/Computer Paper       Copper & Brass       

X
DELAWARE AVE.

24
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MICHIGAN

C
LO

VE
R

FI
EL

D

10 WEST

Santa Monica Recycling Center
2411 Delaware Avenue in Santa Monica

(310) 453-9677

LOS ANGELES 
Rockefeller impostor charged with murder

A mystery man who calls himself Clark Rockefeller has been charged with murder in
the disappearance of a Southern California man more than 25 years ago.

The Los Angeles County District Attorney’s office says prosecutors filed the charges
Tuesday against German national Christian Gerhartsreiter (GAYR’-hahrtz-ry-tur).

He is suspected of killing 27-year-old John Sohus, who was last seen in 1985.
Gerhartsreiter was living in a San Marino guesthouse owned by Sohus’ family. His body
was unearthed from the backyard of the house in 1994.

Sohus’ wife is still missing.
ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES
UCLA police probe threats over anti-Asian video 

Police at UCLA are investigating threatening calls and e-mails a white student says
she received after posting a video on YouTube making fun of Asians.

UCLA spokesman Phil Hampton said Tuesday that Alexandra Wallace reported receiv-
ing numerous messages after the video went online over the weekend.

Hampton says he hasn’t seen the messages himself but declined to characterize them
as rising to the level of death threats.

In the video, Wallace mocks Asian students’ languages, accuses them of speaking
loudly in the library and of bringing numerous annoying relatives into her neighborhood.

The junior political science major has since apologized.
The university is investigating whether Wallace’s remarks violated UCLA’s student

code of conduct.
Wallace did not respond to e-mail requests for further comment.

AP
LOS ANGELES
Man shoots thief he says stole gas from car 

Los Angeles police say a Sunland man has shot to death a thief who was stealing
gasoline from his car.

Police spokesman Richard French says Tuesday the man told investigators he heard
noises outside his Sunland house Monday morning. He got a handgun, went outside and
saw the man stealing gas from his car.

The homeowner says he ordered the man to leave and shot him when he refused.
The man, identified as 54-year-old Edward McMahon of Tujunga, died at the scene

from a single shot to the chest.
French says the shooting remains under investigation. The homeowner hasn’t been

charged with any crime.
There’s no word on whether soaring gas prices played any role in the confrontation.

AP
LOS ANGELES
Charlie Sheen expands live tour to five more cities 

Charlie Sheen is bringing his live show to five more venues, including New York’s
famed Radio City Music Hall.

Sheen is adding five dates to his “Violent Torpedo of Truth” tour. Tickets go on sale
Thursday for performances in Ohio, Connecticut, Boston and New York City.

The actor’s shows in Detroit and Chicago on April 2 and 3 sold out quickly. Additional
performances are scheduled for April 5 in Cleveland, April 6 in Columbus, Ohio, and April
8 at Radio City Music Hall. He will also perform at the Oakdale Theater in Wallingford,
Conn., and at Boston’s Agganis Arena on April 12.

Sheen was fired last week from the hit CBS show “Two and a Half Men.” He then sued
the show’s producers for $100 million for breach of contract.

AP
LOS ANGELES
Medical board reprimands Jackson doctor 

The doctor charged with involuntary manslaughter in Michael Jackson’s death has
received a public letter of reprimand from the Medical Board of California acknowledging
actions taken against him in Nevada over child support.

California board spokeswoman Jennifer Simoes said such letters are routine to notify
the public of an action against a doctor’s license in another state.

The Nevada State Board of Medical Examiners reprimanded Dr. Conrad Murray in
December for failing to disclose on his 2007 and 2009 license renewal applications that
he was behind on child support payments in California.

Murray continues to practice in Nevada, but his California medical license is suspend-
ed pending his criminal trial.

Murray has pleaded not guilty. His lawyer, Edward Chernoff, said he was unaware of
the new reprimand letter and declined comment.

AP
LOS ANGELES
Doctors say Zsa Zsa Gabor recuperating at home 

Doctors say the blood flow to Zsa Zsa Gabor’s left leg has improved since the 94-year-
old actress was released from the hospital earlier this month.

Publicist John Blanchette says doctors have been using medications to treat Gabor at
home since she left the hospital after declining to have the left leg amputated when
blood flow suddenly stopped.

Most of Gabor’s right leg was amputated in January because of gangrene.
Gabor has been hospitalized repeatedly since July, when she broke her hip falling from

bed.
She appeared in films ranging from “Moulin Rouge” in 1952 to “Queen of Outer Space”

in 1958. She also appeared on TV specials, game shows, and guest-starred on various TV
series, often playing herself.

AP
LOS ANGELES
Elizabeth Taylor enters second month in hospital 

Elizabeth Taylor has entered her second month at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, where
she is being treated for symptoms of congestive heart failure.

AP

STATE BRIEFS
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SACRAMENTO A record number of state
lawmakers are taking a pass this year on a
perk unique to California — taxpayer-subsi-
dized vehicles for rank-and-file legislators.

Others have introduced bills taking aim
at the Legislature’s highest-in-the-nation
compensation, the gifts given to them by
lobbyists and the state boards and commis-
sions that provide some lawmakers with soft
landings — and $128,000-a-year paychecks
— after they leave office.

Despite those laudable intentions, there
has been little institutional change since The
Associated Press and other news organiza-
tions began reporting on some of the bene-
fits lawmakers permit themselves and the
secrecy they enjoy under the Legislative
Open Records Act. Senate President Pro Tem
Darrell Steinberg said there are no plans for
sweeping changes this year.

“I just think we’re focused on the budget
and job creation,” said Steinberg, D-
Sacramento, referring to efforts to close a
$26.6 billion deficit.

Nevertheless, some individual lawmakers
are seeking reforms in a time of widespread
criticism of taxpayer-funded largess in
California and across the nation.

Robert Stern, president of the Center for
Governmental Studies in Los Angeles, thinks
legislative leaders will have to make at least
some symbolic changes, driven by tea party
activists on one side and frugality already
shown by Democratic Gov. Jerry Brown,
who has cut the state’s vehicle fleet, reduced
the number of government-issued cell
phones and stopped agencies from giving
away taxpayer-funded trinkets.

"They have to show that they’re cutting
back on their perks, on their spending, as
well,” Stern said.

California is the only state to provide
rank-and-file lawmakers with vehicles for
their unlimited use. The AP last year report-
ed that Legislature spent $5 million in tax-
payer money for its latest fleet of vehicles,
including a $55,000 Cadillac sedan and a
$52,000 Lexus hybrid.

And only California gives its lawmakers
state-issued credit cards that let them charge
taxpayers for the cost of gasoline and other
expenses, the AP found in a separate investi-
gation in 2008.

The AP obtained the information under
the California Legislative Open Records Act.
However, lawmakers give themselves wide dis-
cretion to deny information that likely would
have to be disclosed if the Legislature were
covered under the California Public Records
Act, which governs other state agencies.

For instance, the Legislature provided
cost information for an AP story last year
disclosing that legislators billed taxpayers
more than $2 million over a 2 1/2-year peri-
od for airfare. But officials refused to provide
actual documents so the billings could be
verified independently or even give lawmak-
ers’ flight destinations, citing security risks.

The Legislature also would not disclose
lawmakers’ daily calendars when the AP
tried last year to learn how often they meet
with lobbyists and campaign donors.

The Assembly and Senate began posting
staff salaries on their Web sites last year and
began webcasting budget hearings after the
AP and other news organizations in the cap-
ital wrote stories about legislative spending.

Some lawmakers are going further.
Eleven of the Senate’s 40 members are

refusing their taxpayer-subsidized vehicles
this year, up from six who declined in 2009

and three in 2005. Seven of the 11 who
declined vehicles are new to the Senate.

In the 80-member Assembly, 27 declined
any subsidized rides, up from 12 in 2009 and
six in 2006. Twenty of the 27 are Assembly
newcomers.

“There are people in my district who are
sitting around the kitchen table and trying
to figure out how to make ends meet,” said
freshman Assemblywoman Shannon Grove,
R-Bakersfield, who refused a vehicle. “To be
told basically, ‘Go out and buy yourself a
new Christmas present’ was appalling to me,
absolutely appalling.”

Between both chambers, 20 Democrats
and 18 Republicans declined vehicles.

Most of the bills aimed at reforming the
Legislature have been introduced by
Republicans. Steinberg spokesman Mark
Hedlund said he was unaware of any such
bills proposed by Senate Democrats.
Shannon Murphy, spokeswoman for
Assembly Speaker John Perez, D-Los
Angeles, said bills by Democratic Assembly
members were primarily aimed at reforming
local governments following a corruption
scandal in the Los Angeles County city of
Bell.

“The speaker is continually looking at
ways to make the Legislature more open and
efficient. Those discussions are continuing,”
Murphy said.

Democrats control both the Assembly
and Senate, making it unclear whether the
Republican bills will advance.

Assemblyman Mike Morrell, R-Rancho
Cucamonga, said he has been told by other
lawmakers and staff that his AB998 will not
survive. It would require that budget bills be
publicly available on the Internet three days
before they are taken up for a vote.

He introduced the measure after he had
to vote on preliminary budget bills that he
had no chance to examine, a common prac-
tice in the Legislature.

“We’re letting citizens have three days’
notice instead of things being passed or deals
being cut in back rooms,” Morrell said of his
bill. “It helps citizens become more
engaged.”

Morrell also declined a subsidized vehicle
after he was elected in November.

“I knew it would be an unpopular thing
right now,” he said. “The citizens I think are
very skeptical. I heard that the rating here in
Sacramento is at an all-time low. I didn’t
want to do anything that gives an appear-
ance of wrongdoing.”

Among other reform bills:
— Grove proposed AB1078, which would

prohibit former lawmakers from being paid
to sit on a board or commission within four
years of leaving office. Currently, it is com-
mon for governors and legislative leaders to
appoint sympathetic lawmakers to bodies
such as the Agriculture Labor Relations
Board or Unemployment Insurance Appeals
Board. Grove said that creates the appear-
ance of a conflict of interest. Both boards
pay $128,109 a year.

— Assemblyman Paul Cook, R-Yucca
Valley, introduced AB1012, which would
dock legislators’ $141.86 daily expense pay-
ments each day they are late or miss a legisla-
tive session. Rank-and-file lawmakers have
annual base salaries of $95,291 a year.

— Sen. Sam Blakeslee, R-San Luis
Obispo, proposed SB18, which would pro-
hibit lobbyists and special interest groups
from giving lawmakers certain gifts such as
sports tickets and spa treatments. His SB17
would require all budget bills to be made
public at least 72 hours before a vote.

Some lawmakers pass on
perks and seek reforms 
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SAN FRANCISCO A federal appeals court unanimously rein-
stated a lawsuit Tuesday filed by a Muslim woman who
accused Southern California jailers of violating her religious
freedom when they ordered her to take off her head scarf in
a courthouse holding cell.

An 11-judge panel of the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals also said plaintiff Souhair Khatib had the right to
wear the scarf unless jailers can show it was a security risk.

Khatib filed the lawsuit in 2007 against Orange County.
She had been jailed for several hours in November 2006 after
a judge revoked her probation for a misdemeanor welfare
fraud conviction.

A trial court judge and a three-judge appeals court panel
previously dismissed the lawsuit, saying holding cells aren’t
covered by a federal law protecting the religious practices of

prisoners.
They held it was impractical in transitory settings such as

a holding cell to honor religious practices normally allowed
in more permanent institutions such as prisons.

But the 9th Circuit judges rejected that argument while
allowing the case to proceed.

The court did say the county can still argue that security
concerns required Khatib to remove her head scarf, if it can
prove the order “was the least restrictive means of furthering
a compelling government interest.”

Khatib and her husband had appeared in Orange County
Superior Court to ask for an extension of a deadline to com-
plete community service, which was a requirement of their pro-
bation. They were jailed in a cell adjacent to the courthouse.

During booking, jailers ordered a tearful Khatib to
remove her head scarf, and she spent the rest of her time in
the cell covering her head with a vest.

Appeals court reinstates case by Muslim over scarf 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

SAN FRANCISCO A California man has agreed not to use Ansel
Adams’ name to sell posters and other merchandise connected
to dozens of glass negatives he bought at a garage sale and
claimed were the renowned nature photographer’s work.

The agreement by Rick Norsigian is part of a settlement
reached with the Ansel Adams Publishing Rights Trust, a
group representing Adams. The parties announced the deal
in a statement released Monday.

The Adams Trust sued Norsigian and consulting firm
PRS Media Partners in August after a heated back and forth
about the provenance of the negatives Norsigian bought at a
Fresno, Calif., garage sale for $45.

A team of experts concluded they were Adams’ early work,
believed to have been destroyed in a 1937 fire at his Yosemite
studio, Norsigian said. The Adams Trust disputed that.

Adams, who died in 1984, established the trust in 1976 to
protect the integrity of his work and preserve his artistic legacy.

The suit asked the court to order the defendants to pay
restitution of their profits from any sales.

Norsigian had set up a website to sell prints made from
some of the negatives.

Maurice Pessah, a representative for Norsigian, declined
to comment on whether any money exchanged hands as part
of the settlement, which is confidential.

Frank Pizzurro, a spokesman for Latham & Watkins, the law
firm representing the Adams Trust, also declined comment.

The parties have agreed to assume their respective legal
costs, according to the statement announcing the settlement.
Norsigian and PRS Media may also continue to sell negatives,
prints, posters and other merchandise associated with the neg-
atives subject to a disclaimer approved by the Adams Trust.

Norsigian is giving away commemorative posters that
originally sold for $45 each for free until the end of March.

“I want to share this work with as many people as possi-
ble,” he said in a statement. “I think that the public will
appreciate these stunning images."

Lawsuit over purported
Adams negatives settled 

Coalition said in a statement.
About two dozen people gathered for the rally.
A Los Angeles attorney for the family of Jaminez in

Guatemala, which is suing the Police Department, said he
was disappointed but not surprised.

“The script was already written,” lawyer Luis A. Carrillo
said.

Police Chief Charlie Beck and Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa
said the investigation was thorough and unbiased.

At a news conference, they called for calm and noted that
since the incident, police have moved to improve relations
with the Guatemalan community in the area where the
shooting occurred. Many of the residents speak indigenous
dialects and little Spanish or English.

“Be peaceful. Let’s not take a step backward,” Beck said.
The district attorney’s office also announced Tuesday it

had concluded last week that Officer Frank Hernandez acted
in self-defense and declined to file criminal charges.

Police said Jaminez, 37, a day laborer, had been drinking
and tried to stab a pregnant woman and other passers-by
before Hernandez, a bicycle officer, shot him near MacArthur
Park. A police report said he lunged toward an officer after
refusing orders in Spanish and English to drop the knife.

Beck said six witnesses told police they saw Jaminez with
the knife and other witnesses said they heard the officer
order him to drop the weapon.

DNA testing showed blood found on the knife belonged
to Jaminez, which Beck said proved he had held it.

The chief also underscored that Jaminez rushed toward
the officer, holding his knife in a stabbing position, and was
12 feet in front of Hernandez when the officer fired.

Hernandez was in a “defense of life” situation, he said,
adding “I would never ask them to shoot a knife out of
somebody’s hand.”

Three days of sometimes violent protests were held by
activists and immigrants who didn’t believe the police ver-
sion of events or felt that non-lethal force should have been
used.

The killing touched a nerve in the Westlake community, a
poor and densely packed enclave of Central Americans
immigrants who are often suspicious of police.

CLEARED
FROM PAGE 5
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Are you serious about losing weight? You can virtually melt
away your FAT without strenuous dieting or excessive exercising.
This is the best weight loss secret to come along in years - when
you’re talking about FAST EFFECTIVE weight loss.

HOLD ON!!!
You might be afraid the “solution” will be worse than the prob-

lem, but let me assure you, it’s not! When you schedule an appoint-
ment you’re going to receive something that NOT only helps you
lose weight, but also helps your appearance, your face, your com-
plexion and even your body structure. 

Listen, I am a regular practicing doctor in Marina Del Rey, and
I love helping people, just like you, lose that stubborn weight, with-
out dieting, and then how to keep it off - permanently.

Safe & Easy!
My exclusive weight loss management system is completely

SAFE and has been proven to work. It is based on scientific prin-
ciples that cause almost immediate changes and is strictly adminis-
tered along common sense protocols.

Here’s what most people don’t understand. When you’re heavy,
you lose your strength, vitality, and you can become feeble. And on
top of that you can age prematurely because your “fat” cells clog
your body’s vital organs. That will change after you start utilizing
this system. You may be like some people who have lost their figure
due to this “fat” clogging weight gain. 

The problem is, most overweight people are unable to find a sim-
ple, easy to follow system to reduce their fat and then keep it off.
Even their coordination, daily movement and attractiveness are
destroyed with this weight gain. That will all change when you start
using this system. 

Here is what I can do for you. 
CALL the office NOW!. You won’t have to make any radical

changes in your lifestyle with this program, … have surgery, or take
any harmful drugs. 

Your treatments are private and you will start to lose 1-2 pounds
per day, depending on your size, age, condition of your body and fol-
low through. You will consult with me personally on a weekly basis
for follow up and questions. Once you’ve reached your desired
weight, you’ll have your shape back, have more energy, and you’ll
have your selfesteem back.

Doesn’t get any better than that!!

Reserve your spot today. 
Call the office now to

have access to this 
amazing weight 
loss technology. 

(10 spots available!)

Get Rid Of YOUR FAT Now!
“In 3 weeks, I have lost 2 dress sizes with 

minimal effort & I'm not starving myself !!”
~ Jolene Mason, CA.

CALL TODAY!

(310) 776-9022 
Dr. Michael Billauer, D.C.
2901 Washington Blvd.
Marina Del Rey, CA 90292

ERIKA KINETZ
AP Business Writer

Japan’s earthquake and nuclear crises
have put pressure on the already fragile glob-
al economy, squeezed supplies of goods from
computer chips to auto parts and raised
fears of higher interest rates.

The disaster frightened financial markets
in Tokyo and on Wall Street on Tuesday.
Japan’s Nikkei average lost 10 percent, and
the Dow Jones industrials fell so quickly
after the opening bell that the stock
exchange invoked a special rule to reduce
volatility.

Yet the damage to the U.S. and world
economies is expected to be relatively mod-
erate and short-lived. Oil prices are falling,
helping drivers around the world. And the
reconstruction expected along Japan’s
northeastern coast could even provide a jolt
of economic growth.

A weaker Japanese economy could help
ease global commodity prices because Japan
is a major importer of fuel, agricultural
products and other raw materials, notes
Mark Zandi, chief economist at Moody’s
Analytics. Oil prices fell more than $4 to
$97.18 a barrel Tuesday because of expecta-
tions that quake damage will slow Japan’s
economy and reduce its demand for energy.

Even “assuming a drastic scenario,” Bank
of America economist Ethan Harris esti-
mates, the disaster would shave just 0.1 per-
centage point off global economic growth —
to 4.2 percent this year.

"Japan has not been an engine of global
or Asian growth for some time,” says
Nariman Behravesh, chief economist at IHS
Global Insight. “This means that the impact
of much lower Japanese growth on the world
economy will be probably limited and
small.”

Japan is only half as important to the
world’s economy as it was during its last
major disaster, the 1995 Kobe earthquake.
And the area hit hardest by Friday’s quake
accounts for only about half as much eco-
nomic output as the area damaged by the
Kobe quake, the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development estimates.

Japan proved resilient after the Kobe
quake. Manufacturers returned to normal

production levels within 15 months, accord-
ing to the CLSA. Four in every five shops were
back open in a year and a half. All told, Japan’s
comeback defied dire warnings that it would
take a decade to rebuild.

Autos and auto parts make up more than
one-third of U.S. imports from Japan. As a
result, shutdowns of Japanese auto factories
could disrupt production at U.S. plants
owned by Japanese automakers.

At the same time, some U.S. auto parts
makers could benefit if Japanese plants in
the United States substitute U.S. parts for
those they usually get from Japan, Behravesh
says.

A big wild card is the fate of Japan’s dam-
aged nuclear power plants. The Fukushima
Dai-ichi plant, the center of the concern, let
off a burst of radiation on Tuesday. Radiation
levels in the surrounding area subsided by
evening, but unease in Japan did not.

“If the nuclear crisis turns into a full-
blown catastrophe, then the negative effect
on growth this year will be much larger,”
IHS’ Behravesh says.

Another unknown is the impact of the
disruptions to Japan’s power supplies.
Behravesh estimates about 10 percent of
Japan’s electricity generation could be off
line for several months. If so, that would dis-
rupt steel, auto and other production.

Investors fear that Japan will struggle to
finance reconstruction, which is expected to
cost the government at least $200 billion.
The Japanese government’s debt is already
an alarming 225 percent of the country’s
economic output.

Some worry that Japan will sell some of
its vast holdings of U.S. government debt to
raise money. Doing so would push the prices
of U.S. Treasury bonds down and yields up,
raising U.S. interest rates.

But Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner
on Tuesday dismissed the fears of a Japanese
fire sale of Treasury debt.

“Japan is a very rich country and has a
high savings rate,” he said. It “has the capac-
ity to deal not just with the humanitarian
challenge but also the reconstruction chal-
lenge they face ahead.”

What’s more, the Bank of Japan has been
buying Treasurys and other assets as it
pumps money into the financial system.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Early estimates indicate a steep drop-off
in box office revenue outside the U.S. imme-
diately following the earthquake and tsuna-
mi in Japan. The country is one of
Hollywood’s biggest international markets,
although industry analysts say the disaster’s
long-term financial impact on movie studios
should be limited.

Box office revenue in Japan plunged about
41 percent last weekend, compared with the
prior weekend, according to data from
Rentrak Corp. In the U.S., the decline over the
same time period was about 3 percent.

Japan is a major market for Hollywood,
which looks to international ticket sales to
help recoup the costs of producing films.
U.S. box office revenue was about $10.6 bil-
lion in 2010, while international box office
revenue was $17.6 billion.

“Japan is a vitally important part of
the international box office,” said Paul
Gergarabedian, president of the box-
office division of the tracking service
Hollywood.com. “No question about it

that the impact has already been felt.”
Among the top films playing on big

screens in Japan last weekend were The
Walt Disney Co.’s “Tangled,” News Corp.’s
Twentieth Century Fox’s “Chronicles of
Narnia: The Voyage of the Dawn Treader”
and the Oscar best-picture winner from
The Weinstein Co., “The King’s Speech.”

Fox spokesman Chris Petrikin said
“Narnia” had been doing well in Japan,
but that ticket sales dropped off 66 per-
cent last weekend, compared with the
prior weekend.

According to Rentrak data, Japan box
office revenue for “The King’s Speech” sank
72 percent. It was the first weekend for
“Tangled,” which brought in $1.7 million.

But the financial impact should be man-
ageable for Hollywood studios, said Tuna
Amobi, a media and entertainment analyst
for Standard & Poor’s Equity Research. He
noted there is a relatively small number of
films now playing in Japan, many of which
have already opened in other markets.

“I don’t think Japan as one country is like-
ly to make or break any one studio,” he said.

Foreign box office sales plunge after Japan quake 

Japan disaster another
blow to global economy 
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Sullivan said.
The three parties found a unique solution

through the Garden Sharing Registry hosted
by Santa Monica’s Community Recreation
Division, which hooks up plotless gardeners
with homeowners without the time to tend
to their yard.

City staff put together the idea for the
registry in 2009 and the program got off the
ground in 2010, said Wendy Pietrzak, of the
Community Recreation Division.

There was a demonstrated need, Pietrzak
said.

“The city has three gardens with 120
plots,” Pietrzak said. “At one point, the wait-
ing list was above 200.”

That number is now closer to 140, but
without much turnover at the plots, it’s dif-
ficult to whittle down the list.

The shared garden program sought to
link up those hundreds of willing hands with
people who otherwise wouldn’t cultivate.

Potential gardeners give information on
their gardening background and style when
they sign up, and then the registry gives a list
of names and profiles to the homeowner to
choose from.

The program has only made five matches
from the 21 homeowners that signed up.

The system had kinks, Pietrzak admitted,
because applications began at the beginning
of winter, when no one was thinking about
gardening, and the participants were handed
a list of a dozen names of gardeners to
choose from.

“It was a little intimidating for the home-
owner,” she said.

Now, the program narrows down the list
to around five names based on criteria set by

the homeowner.
So far, the match has worked well for

Yang, Gao and the two gardeners.
Sullivan got started a month ago, putting

mulch in on a raised garden bed and work-
ing on improving the soil quality by putting
down cardboard to promote natural com-
posting.

Sanders, who linked up with the family a
week ago, plotted out the rest of the garden
with Gao, parsing out which areas got the
most or least sunlight and choosing plants
accordingly.

She expects to spend two or three hours a
week prepping the garden, pulling out weeds
and improving the sandy soil, before begin-
ning to plant the vegetation.

Pietrzak hopes that the symbiotic rela-
tionship can be replicated elsewhere in the
city.

“It’s just a matter of doing continual out-
reach,” she said. “Initial matches have been
very successful.”

ashley@smdp.com

GARDENS
FROM PAGE 1

Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
IN PROGRESS: The backyard garden of Jin
Yang in Santa Monica on Tuesday morning.



other staff including dispatchers, members
of administration and some fire inspectors,
the entire system dug deep and came up
with $3,900 with which to buy gifts.

Then came the fun part.
Using online forums and the expertise of

firefighter Nick Angel — a former Marine
who served in Iraq — as guidance, the men
began deciding how they were going to
spend the money.

They got Power Bars, Cliff Bars, nuts,
hard candy, peanut butter and anything else
that could stand the four to six week trip
from the United States to Afghanistan.

Socks were also in high demand, as was
lip balm and baby wipes for showers on the
go.

Probably the highlight of the take was an
XBox 360 and 20 games donated by
Activision, Microsoft and Electronic Arts.

Firefighters also included letters to the
troops, encouraging them and expressing
their support. They even threw in SMFD

stickers.
“It would be cool to see one on pictures

on the Facebook page,” Smith said. “But if
not, it’s OK.”

The 20 boxes it took to mail the items
were sent last week, carefully sorted to avoid
contamination. It will take another three to
five weeks for the supplies to arrive.

So far, the men have received one e-mail
from Sgt. First Class Clifford Jones, the com-
mander of the Warriors, thanking them for
taking on his men.

The troops are limited in what they can
say about their situation, and how often they
can access the Internet or other forms of
communication.

The firefighters are planning to continue
their support of the troops, perhaps with
another fundraiser and mailing later in the
year, and hope to hear from the men in
Afghanistan eventually.

“We plan to continue supporting the
group,” Smith said. “Hopefully, they stay
connected, but this is so much about them
than it is about us.”

ashley@smdp.com
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Photo courtesy SMFD
CARING: Santa Monica firefighters create care packages for U.S. soldiers based in Afghanistan.

SOLDIERS
FROM PAGE 1

ters or years, toward a healthier housing
market.”

Gabriel said affordable prices and low
interest rates were being offset by tight lend-
ing standards, uncertainty about the broad-
er economic recovery and distress among
borrowers who continue to owe more than
their homes are worth.

“The housing market itself is being buf-
feted by various cross currents, some on the
negative side, some on the positive side,”

Gabriel said.
Novak-Smith said that most of what he is

seeing is on the negative side.
“There’s been less buyer activity,” he said.

“They say ‘pent-up demand,’ but where’s the
demand coming from.”

Although investor activity is up, Novak-
Smith said he’s seeing few traditional home
shoppers because banks are still seen as
reluctant to approve mortgages.

“I really think the biggest hang-up in the
whole thing is the availability of financing,”
he said. “If more people could get loans, I
think home sales would be through the
roof.”

HOMES
FROM PAGE 3

office (310) 458-7737
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Over the years, we’ve had a lot of experience
insuring food distributors, property owners,
restaurants, professional offices, and clothing
companies - the full gamut of both services 
and manufacturing companies from A to Z. 
Well, almost the full gamut – we’re still looking
for our first zipper company.

This was our message in the 1970’s...
Some things just don’t change

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK Stocks fell sharply Tuesday as the
nuclear crisis in Japan weighed on global
markets.

The stock market dropped at the start of
trading on news that dangerous levels of
radiation were leaking from a crippled
nuclear plant. The plant was damaged in last
week’s earthquake and tsunami. Japan, the
world’s third-largest economy, accounts for
10 percent of U.S. exports.

Peter Cardillo, chief market economist at
New York-based brokerage house Avalon
Partners, said fear had taken hold in the market.

“It’s a situation where you sell, and you
ask questions later,” he said.

Intel Corp., National Semiconductor
Corp. and other chip makers were among
the biggest losers. Many technology compa-
nies are dependent on Japanese factories for
their products or components. Insurance
companies that do business in Japan, like
Aflac Inc., also fell sharply.

The Federal Reserve’s statement that the
economy is on firmer footing gave stocks
some support.

After falling as much as 297 points, the
Dow recovered and ended the day down
137.74, or 1.1 percent, to close at 11,885.42.

The Standard & Poor’s 500 index lost
14.52, or 1.1 percent, to 1,281.87. The
Nasdaq composite index fell 33.64, or 1.2
percent, to 2,667.33.

Investors sought the relative safety of U.S.

Treasurys, sending prices higher and yields
lower. The yield on the 10-year Treasury
note dropped as low as 3.20 percent in
overnight trading. That’s the lowest yield on
the 10-year note this year.

Treasury prices soared as stocks plunged
during the financial crisis. Treasurys have
fallen as the economy has gathered strength
and stocks have recovered, but events like the
Japanese quake and tsunami send investors
in search of safer places to put their money.

Tuesday’s trading showed what happens
to stocks when investors don’t have answers
yet about a crisis. The extent of the damage
from the quake and the tsunami isn’t yet
known. And so the impact on the country
and its trading partners may not be known
for some time.

Stocks have been fluctuating sharply
since the quake. The Dow fell 228 points
Thursday, and came back 59 points Friday.
The market has a long history of bouncing
back after a big drop. But an extended peri-
od of volatility is likely until the situation in
Japan becomes clear.

All 10 company groups in the S&P 500
fell Tuesday. Technology stocks fared worst,
falling 1.6 percent. Power outages have made
it nearly impossible for Japanese factories to
produce semiconductors and other electron-
ics, said Kim Caughey Forrest, equity
research analyst at Fort Pitt Capital Group.

Intel fell 3.2 percent, the most of any
stock in the Dow average. National
Semiconductor also fell 3 percent.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

DETROIT Two Japanese automakers are scal-
ing back production at North American
plants as they assess their ability to get parts
from Japan after that country’s devastating
earthquake and tsunami.

Subaru of America said Tuesday it has
suspended overtime at its only North
American plant in Lafayette, Ind. Toyota
Motor Corp. also said it was suspending
overtime and Saturday production at its 10
plants in the region.

So far, other Japanese automakers say
their North American plants are unaffected.
Nissan Motor Co., Honda Motor Co.,
Mitsubishi Motors and Mazda Motor Corp.
all say they have not changed their produc-
tion plans.

But that could change if lingering damage
from the earthquake prevents parts ship-
ments. Mitsubishi, for example, has enough
parts on hand or en route to operate its
Illinois assembly plant through April 3,
spokesman Dan Irwin said.

“The situation is fluid, so we continue to
monitor our supply chain and logistics,” he
said.

In Japan, auto companies have shut down
production for the rest of the week as they
assess damage to plants, ports and roads.

While Japanese automakers with North
American plants use locally-based suppliers
for many of their parts, others still come
from Japan. The U.S. imported $12 billion
worth of auto parts from Japan in 2010,
from spark plugs to engines, according to
the Original Equipment Suppliers
Association.

Dave Andrea, the trade group’s senior
vice president of industry analysis and eco-
nomics, said some parts had been in short
supply prior to the earthquake, including
semiconductors, precision bearings and
tires. He estimated that most automakers
have a three- to four-week inventory of parts
in the pipeline.

“Once those start to dry out, that’s where
you see the shortages in the assembly
plants,” Andrea said.

Companies can ill afford those shortages.
Subaru spokesman Michael McHale said the
Indiana plant had been running on overtime
because of strong sales of its vehicles. The
Outback wagon, which is made at the plant,
is currently at a 30-day supply. A 60-day sup-
ply is considered ideal.

McHale said he didn’t know when over-
time will be restored at the plant, which pro-
duced 150,000 vehicles last year, or 55 per-
cent of the Subarus sold in the U.S. The
plant also makes the Tribeca wagon and
Legacy sedan.

Toyota, meanwhile, said the restrictions
on overtime and Saturday shifts were
designed to conserve Japanese-made parts.
About 75 percent of the parts in North
American-built Toyotas are supplied locally,
but the rest come from Japan.

Toyota spokesman Mike Goss wouldn’t
specify which parts come are imported, but
said the company typically has a two- to
three-week supply of them.

Now supplies are uncertain.
“There’s some pipeline of parts from

Japan to the United States and we’re trying
not to burn through that too quickly,” Goss
said.

Subaru, Toyota curb output
at North American plants 

Stocks plunge as Japan
nuclear crisis worsens 
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Change your water ...

CHANGE YOUR LIFE
with “Beyond O2” Alkaline Water

Alkaline Water
reverses the

effects of
illness and

leads to:

• increased energy
• anti-aging
• positive mood
• stabilized blood sugars
• weight loss

• better digestion
• lower cholesterol
• clear skin
• disease reversal

(gout, diabetes, etc.)

(310) 664-8880
Beyond O2 Water House

2209 Main St., Santa Monica, CA 90405
www.cleanme.tv/category/101 (Segment Mar. 20)

FREE
5 gallons of “Beyond O2”

Alkaline Water
Beyond O2 Water

(310) 664-8880
With this coupon.

Not valid with other offers or prior purchases.
*Please bring an empty container for your water or you may purchase a container at the store

www.beyondo2water.com

Home and Office Delivery NOW AVAILABLE!

The Tiffany of Alkaline Water!

Support Your Local Independent Movie Rental Store

302 Pico Boulevard | Santa Monica, CA |  (310) 392-8508

Annex
We are available 

for private screening
and parties.

Call Us 
For Details

Register ONLINE at www.smchamber.com or contact Shelly at 310-393-9825 x10
Members Presale $15 |  Members at the Door $20 | Non Members $25

Make your own luck this St. Patrick’s Day! 
Join us for our monthly networking mixer hosted this month at the Santa Monica Ford
dealership. With over 100 members at each mixer, it’s the perfect way to mingle and

make new business contacts while enjoying food, drinks and green cars!

Appetizers | Bar | Entertainment | Raffle
Free Valet Parking at the Service Entrance at Euclid

The Santa Monica Chamber Of Commerce
INVITES YOU ONCE AGAIN TO OUR SPECIAL

St. Patrick’s Day
BUSINESS@SUNSET MIXER

Thursday, March 17th
5:30 – 7:30 PM

Hosted by

Santa Monica Ford Lincoln Mercury
1230 Santa Monica Blvd.

W
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NEW YORK Cut-rate bus companies. Driver
fatigue. And the need for safer windows and
roofs. The New York bus crash that killed 15
people on their way home from a casino has
focused renewed attention on problems fed-
eral safety investigators have been warning
about for years.

The cause of Saturday’s wreck is still
under investigation; authorities called the
driver in for questioning Tuesday. But offi-
cials said this much was clear already:
Because of past offenses, his driving privi-
leges had been suspended, and he shouldn’t
even have been behind the wheel.

The National Transportation Safety
Board is studying the crash to see whether
new safety technologies that are available,
but not required, might have made a differ-
ence.

For example, there are collision warning
systems that alert drivers to obstacles in their
paths and tell them when they are swerving
from their lanes. The agency has also urged
the U.S. Transportation Department to
require that bus roofs be strengthened so
that they aren’t sheared off, as happened to
the New York bus when it hit a signpost.
Also, a Senate bill that was reintroduced this
year would require anti-ejection glazing
windows to prevent passengers from being
easily thrown out of a bus.

"We’ve looked at all of these issues
before,” said Chris Hart, the safety board’s
vice chairman.

It’s too early to know whether any of the
safety recommendations would have made a
difference. But the board has given the
Transportation Department failing grades
for its slow progress in implementing some
recommendations, some of which date back
more than a decade.

The bus ran off the road along Interstate
95 in the Bronx as it was returning to New
York’s Chinatown from an overnight trip to
a Connecticut casino. In a similar accident
Monday night on I-95, a bus that had left
Chinatown for Philadelphia crashed in East
Brunswick, N.J., killing the driver and a pas-
senger.

Though operated by different companies,
the buses were among scores that line up in
Chinatown each day for bargain-price trips to
casinos and elsewhere. The independently
owned Chinatown buses cater to Asian immi-
grants and often feature Chinese-language
films on trips. They offer cut-rate fares —
gamblers can pay $12 round-trip from
Chinatown to the Mohegan Sun in
Connecticut, and get a $60 bonus at the casino.

On a typical weekday in New York, about
4,000 seats are sold on dozens of such buses,
and 6,000 on weekends, residents say.

In the aftermath of Saturday’s crash, Sen.
Charles Schumer and Rep. Nydia Velazquez,
both of New York, complained to the NTSB
that the wreck was “just one example of an
industry that in many cases is operating out-
side the bounds of city, state and federal

transportation safety guidelines.”
Federal regulators have long recognized

the dangers of fly-by-night bus companies
that skimp on safety and skirt the regula-
tions. The Obama administration’s trans-
portation secretary, Ray LaHood, has
cracked down on “chameleon” bus compa-
nies that close down to avoid enforcement
and then reopen under a new name.

However, the bus company in the Bronx
crash, World Wide Travel, has no history of
serious problems. One exception is in the
category of driver fatigue, where it is ranked
slightly below average by the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration, based on
some recent violations.

Driver fatigue, which has been cited more
often than any other reason as a cause or
contributing factor to bus crashes, has been
the target of a slew of recommendations not
just for buses and trucks, but in aviation, rail
and marine accidents as well.

NTSB investigators have said they are
looking at casino surveillance tapes and
gathering other evidence to establish what
driver Ophadell Williams ate, what he drank
and how much he slept before Saturday’s
crash. The NTSB would not comment
Tuesday.

Investigators said survivors and other
witnesses have disputed Williams’ claim that
his bus was clipped by a tractor-trailer
before it ran off the road.

Williams served time in prison for
manslaughter and grand larceny, and state
officials told The Associated Press that
Williams was ticketed in 1995 for speeding
and driving without a license and that his
driving privileges were suspended when he
ignored those violations. The officials spoke
to the AP on condition of anonymity
because of the sensitivity of the investiga-
tion.

World Wide Travel didn’t return calls for
information on how Williams managed to
get hired. Telephone calls to Williams’
Brooklyn home were unanswered Tuesday.
Gov. Andrew Cuomo has ordered an investi-
gation.

Like the NTSB, the police are looking into
Williams’ activities before the crash and have
viewed surveillance video from the
Mohegan Sun. New York State Police
spokesman Joseph Becerra, would not reveal
what police had seen on the recordings or
what witnesses were telling police about
Williams’ activities in Connecticut or his
behavior behind the wheel.

He said police were hoping to find still
more witnesses to the crash, “anyone who
was out on the interstate that day and saw
anything.”

Federal statistics show that the number of
fatal crashes involving buses has been
declining somewhat in recent years, from
340 deaths in 2005 to 254 in 2009.

In addition to cracking down on shady
bus companies, the Transportation
Department under LaHood wants to require
all new buses be equipped with seatbelts.

NYC bus crash spotlights
cut-rate transit companies 



National
14 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16, 2011 We have you covered

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NORFOLK, Va. Seven Somalis pleaded not guilty to pira-
cy, kidnapping and firearms charges Tuesday in the
February hijacking of a yacht that left four Americans
dead.

They entered their pleas in federal court in Norfolk,
where five other men convicted of piracy in a separate
case last year had been sentenced to life in prison a day
earlier.

“There’s nothing I know about these charges. I do not
admit that I was a pirate,” Mohamud Salad Ali said through
an interpreter.

Each of the men requested a jury trial and all were

ordered to remain jailed until then.
Seven others charged in the case with them were expect-

ed to enter pleas later in the day. A trial has been set for May
17, although prosecutors want it pushed back because of the
complicated nature of trying such cases.

Pirates have rarely been charged in the U.S. The case
against the five Somalis sentenced Monday for attacking the
USS Nicholas was the first to go to trial since the Civil War,
when a New York jury deadlocked on charges against 13
Southern privateers.

If convicted of piracy against the yacht Quest, the 13
Somalis and one Yemeni would face mandatory life sen-
tences without the possibility of parole. Prosecutors have
said other charges are also possible.

The yacht’s owners, Jean and Scott Adam of Marina del
Rey, Calif., along with friends Bob Riggle and Phyllis Macay
of Seattle, were shot to death after pirates took them hostage
several hundred miles south of Oman.

They were the first U.S. citizens killed in a wave of pirate
attacks that have plagued the Gulf of Aden and the Indian
Ocean in recent years. The pirates are typically motivated by
the potential for millions of dollars in ransom money.

Each of the men who pleaded not guilty Tuesday were in
their 20s or early 30s and said they had little or no education.
Several said through an interpreter that they did not under-
stand all of the charges they face.

Each was previously assigned a defense attorney by the
court.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

DENVER At the Ohio Department of Mental Health, Christy
Murphy’s days are filled with calls from people seeking help
she can’t seem to give.

They plead with her, but budget cuts have trimmed serv-
ices so much that she is not sure where to send them.

The desperation on the other end of the line hits painful-
ly close to home for Murphy. Her 19-year-old son,
Christopher, suffers from a range of mental problems,
including one that’s linked to a short-tempered, hostile atti-
tude. Although he has coverage through Medicaid, he can’t
get the services he needs. His mother says he has no psychi-
atrist, no case manager and no medication.

“I think it’s 100 percent about money,” said Murphy, who
lives in Columbus with her son.

An onslaught of budget cuts has hit mental health services in
states struggling to weather economic woes. Even in better times,
help could be hard to find. Now, just as demand is soaring, bil-

lions of dollars in cuts have shuttered facilities, prolonged waiting
times to get services and purged countless patients from the rolls.

“We’re getting some epidemic-proportion demands for
services,” said Mary Ruiz, chief executive at the Manatee
Glens mental health facility in Bradenton, Fla., which has
had to cut charity care for the indigent by $2 million a year.

State mental health funding was on a steady upward tra-
jectory for three decades until the Great Recession hit in
2007. Over the last two fiscal years, states have cut a com-
bined $1.8 billion from the public mental health system,
according to a recent report by the National Alliance for
Mental Illness, an advocacy group that tracks mental health
spending in all 50 states.

All of this comes as experts see the dueling economic stress-
es of job losses and home foreclosures escalating depression,
anxiety and suicide. Nine state mental health agencies have
reported increased emergency-room visits for psychiatric care
since the recession began, and five more reported higher sui-
cide rates, the state mental health association reported.

The cuts have hit every aspect of state behavioral health
systems, which served 6.4 million people nationwide in
2009, according to the most current federal government sta-
tistics. Only four states made no cuts to mental health serv-
ices between fiscal 2009 and the fiscal year that will end in
2012, according to the National Association of State Mental
Health Program Directors. As states face the end of federal
stimulus spending, mental health advocates expect the situ-
ation to get much worse this year and next.

“I’m begging for help. Begging. And there’s no one who
can help me,” said Sandra Roskilly of Denver, whose 15-year-
old son Gregory left the Colorado Mental Health Institute at
Fort Logan when its children’s ward was shuttered last year
due to budget cuts.

Roskilly’s son has returned home, where his grandmother
has moved in to help care for him. But she worries the boy is
getting worse without residential treatment, sometimes break-
ing furniture and shoving his grandmother. She wonders aloud
if he might pose a threat to others without the proper care.

Somalis plead not guilty to piracy charges in U.S. court 

Amid high demand, some states cut mental health care 
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MINNEAPOLIS Vikings linebacker Ben Leber
is fluent in zone dog blitzes and cover 2
dropbacks.

When it comes to the legalese, however,
that’s another story. As the NFL labor fight
moves from the mediation room to the
court room, players are trying to learn the
ins and outs of filing a lawsuit and the legal
labyrinth that follows.

“For a player it can be frustrating at
times, because now we’re in the hands of the
legal system,” Leber said. “None of us are
lawyers and we don’t always understand the
legalities of the dispute, so we just have to
learn on the fly.”

Leber is one of the plaintiffs in a suit the
players filed against the league last Friday
and was a Vikings assistant player represen-
tative for the union before it decertified. He
also sat in on some of the negotiating ses-
sions in Washington a few weeks ago, so he is
well versed in the complexities of the collec-
tive bargaining agreement.

But now that the dispute is headed to the
courts, he finds himself having to do more to
stay on top of the developments. Leber isn’t
reading “Lawsuits for Dummies” or watch-
ing “A Few Good Men” to get acquainted
with the nuances, but he is consulting agents
and lawyers and doing research on the
Internet.

"As one of the player reps for the team
I’m keeping in contact with the guys and
with the union. Trying to amass as much
knowledge as I can,” Leber said. “Sometimes,
honestly, I’ve had to get on the Internet and
(go) to legal websites just to learn what some
of these legal terms mean.”

Acquiring that knowledge is hard enough
for a law student, let alone for a pro football
player who has spent his adult life studying
game film, not appellate court rulings.

In the most basic layman’s terms, 10 play-
ers including Leber, Tom Brady and Peyton
Manning have sued the league for anticom-
petitive practices in an attempt to force the
NFL to end its labor lockout that began early
Saturday.

“Coming into this whole situation with
the CBA and the antitrust stuff, it’s kind of
complicated to us,” fourth-year Vikings safe-
ty Tyrell Johnson said. “It’s like learning a
new language. It’s very foreign to me and a
lot of younger players. The older players
probably have a better idea about it. I
remember my first couple years, I didn’t
even know what the CBA was. A lot of it is
way over my head.”

And it’s not just the young guys who are
having a difficult time getting the hang of it.

Ravens center Matt Birk, who studied
finance at Harvard, has tried to stay as edu-
cated as possible to help advise his team-
mates of the developments. But he said there
comes a certain point where he has to sit
back and let the attorneys do their jobs while
he concentrates on readying for what he
hopes will be his 14th NFL season.

"I’m not a lawyer and I don’t have any
desire to be a lawyer,” Birk said Tuesday. “I
don’t get too wrapped up in it. My focus is
still working out and going through my rou-
tine. My focus is still football. ... Back when
we were a union, they would explain to us
what was happening and the possible sce-
narios. We’re kind of learning as we go.”

Many players find themselves having to
lean on former player reps, agents, advisers
and attorneys.

“Let’s face it, this is a huge and complex
issue, so really it’s routine with any conversa-
tions we are having here with our players,
my partner Ben Dogra and I, we are dis-
cussing the collective bargaining process,”
prominent agent Tom Condon said. “I am
reinforcing what they are hearing from the
players association, and if they need some
clarity, we are happy to provide anything we
can.”

If the players have any advantage in pick-
ing things up quickly, it may be that they’re
used to cram sessions because they face a
new opponent every week. Players are often
required to learn complex schemes — say,
the West Coast offense or the Blitzburgh
defense — in just a few days.

“Sometimes football can probably be as
complex as the law,” Birk said. “But at the
end of the day, we’re just people like every-
body else. We’re learning about terms like
decertification and injunction, just like fans
are who are watching this closely.”

Former All-Pro defensive tackle Kevin
Williams of the Vikings said he think the
players’ leaders have done well to keep them
informed on the major issues and develop-
ments.

“I think for the most part, everybody gets
the big picture,” Williams said. “The long
version is it’s complicated and you can’t real-
ly understand everything that goes into it.”

But for players like Ryan Longwell, whose
contract with Minnesota expired after last
season, keeping up with every little detail has
become imperative. He’s more than willing
to do some extra work.

“What I found out is one word can
change the whole meaning of everything,”
Longwell said. “I think it’s important, no
matter how long it takes, to understand the
facts and not what the PR machine is trying
to get you to believe."

NFL

Locked-out players try to
pick up legal system on fly 
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SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 60°
SWELL FORECAST
NW is expected to back off a bit, more along the lines of chest to at times head high for west fac-
ing breaks.

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
MOST WEST FACING BREAKS ARE LOOKING AT SURF RUNNING 1-3' OVERHEAD WITH SOME DOH SETS AT STANDOUT WEST FACING BREAKS.  

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA

PUBLIC NOTICE

Please take notice that the Santa Monica 

Rent Control Board adopted amended Regulation 8066 

at its regular meeting of March 10, 2011.

These changes, as set forth below, will become effective by promulgation 

the day after publication in this newspaper.

8066.  Time of Decision

Pursuant to section 1809(b)(1), the Board shall take final action on any complaint for

excess rent within one-hundred and twenty (120) days following the date of the initial fil-

ing of the complaint unless good cause is shown or the parties otherwise agree.  This reg-

ulation is declarative of existing law and practice and does not impose any new require-

ments or rights, or limit any existing requirements or rights under the Rent Control Law.

[8066 Amended 03/10/11]

. 

A complete copy of this regulation is available at the Rent Control office, 1685 Main

Street, Room 202, (310) 458-8751 or on the website:  www.smgov.net/rentcontrol
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DAYTON, Ohio An apologetic Kevin O’Neill
is eager to get back to basketball.

The Southern California coach, suspend-
ed for the Pac-10 semifinal after a verbal
confrontation with a fan, began a NCAA
news conference Tuesday by again saying he
was sorry for his behavior.

“Let’s get it out of the way right off,” he
said, an instant after sitting down. “I want to
apologize once again for getting suspended
during the Pac-10 tournament. I’m held to a
high standard. The highest standard as the
leader of our team. I didn’t live up to that
(and) suffered the consequences.”

The Trojans (19-14) take on Virginia
Commonwealth (23-11) in Wednesday’s
First Four game at the University of Dayton
Arena. The winner faces a quick turnaround
game against sixth-seeded Georgetown on
Friday in Chicago.

But O’Neill, in his second year of a mas-
sive rebuilding project, wasn’t even certain
he’d still be with the team this week.

“Coaches are always fearful of those
things,” he said of potentially being let go. “I
certainly didn’t want to get fired. Guys make
mistakes. I made a big mistake, and (USC’s
administration has) been very understand-
ing, very worthwhile in their support.”

The Trojan players consider O’Neill’s sus-
pension and subsequent apology as a sort of
team-building exercise.

"You can tell that he really felt like he let
us down,” guard Jio Fontan said. “It’s some-
thing that I think he’s glad that he went
through for the learning part of it. And we
feel like as a team it’s kind of something we
benefited from, brought us all together,
brought us all closer. We definitely got to see
another side of the coaching staff that we
would not have seen if that altercation had-
n’t happened.”

VCU, like USC, wasn’t considered a lock

to be in the NCAA tournament.
Rams coach Shaka Smart said he and his

players are driven by all the slings and
arrows.

“We use that as motivation with our play-
ers,” he said. “We have some guys that they
love it when people doubt them. It really
feeds their competitive juices. The reality is
all that is just drama surrounding the NCAA
tournament. Now, the fans, the media love
drama. As a coach and as players, it has
nothing to do with when the ball goes up in
the air tomorrow night at 9 o’clock. That
drama all goes away.”

VCU had lost four of its five games enter-
ing the Colonial Athletic Association tour-
nament, shocked regular-season champion
George Mason in the semifinals and then fell
to Old Dominion 70-65 in the title game.

Regardless, the Rams earned their first at-
large berth in the NCAA since 1984.

“It gives us a certain incentive with every-
body doubting us and not believing we
deserve to be here,” guard Bradford Burgess
said. “It gives us extra motivation in the
game to prove it.”

USC, predicted to finish sixth in the Pac-
10, did not play in any postseason tourna-
ments last year because of NCAA violations
committed under coach Tim Floyd.

O’Neill, known as a fixer-upper in prior
jobs at Marquette, Tennessee and
Northwestern, was called in to try to revive
the Trojans. Led by 6-foot-10 junior Nikola
Vucevic, who averaged 17.3 points and 10.2
rebounds a game, they have made a remark-
able resurgence.

“This will be a great opportunity for us to
show people who we are, what we can do,”
Vucevic said. “People don’t know about us
too much, but we can show people we deserve
to be in this tournament, that we’re a great
team, that we can compete with anybody.”

And their coach will be right there with
them.

NCAA MEN’S BASKETBALL

USC ready to overcome distractions 

office (310) 458-7737

FEEL LIKE YOUR
OPINION IS STIFLED?

IS IT DRIVING YOU CRAZY?
QUIT TALKING TO YOURSELF!

WRITE A LETTER, AN OP-ED
OR DRAW A CARTOON.

Send Submissions to editor@smdp.com 
or to: 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, 90401
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MYSTERY PHOTO Brandon Wise  brandonw@smdp.com
The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the
Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com. Send your mystery photos to 
editor@smdp.com to be used in future issues. 

The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

Strange Brew

Girls and Sports By Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

Read between the lines, Virgo
ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★★ Reach for the stars. You will have the
correct response, no matter what. Your ingenu-
ity helps you hit a home run. Opportunities seem
to sprout. Could you be the common element?
Others respond to the merger of intellect and
imagination. Why not? Tonight: As you like it. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★ Stay tuned in to your needs, which also
might involve a loved one or family member.
Many of you could be considering a home office
or home-based business. Your intuition is key
here. Open up to that inner voice. Tonight:
Mosey on home. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)  
★★★★★ Keep the conversation happening and
on target; don't allow someone to interfere.
Know when you have heard enough or said
enough. Remember what your goal is, and don't
go past those limits. Tonight: Talking up a storm. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★ Be aware of what is needed from some-
one else and what is going on behind the
scenes. A business associate or someone
involved with the community could be an
unusual source of information. Make sure
you're not left holding the bag when picking up
a tab. Tonight: Your treat. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ Allow more sunshine into your life and be
slightly less businesslike. Someone at a distance
could pique your interest in an unusual adventure.
Are you willing to risk that much? Only you can
answer that question. Tonight: Go with the moment. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★★ You might want to relate to a loved
one and/or friend as directly as possible. You
might be amazed by what happens when you
are vulnerable and open to new possibilities.
Mutuality evolves to a new level in this type of
setting. Tonight: Read between the lines. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★★ Meetings could point to new deci-
sions and directions. You have worked hard to
achieve a goal that might be on the verge of
realization. Allowing more feedback and
greater discussion around the topic will be
worth it ultimately. Tonight: Celebrating living. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★ How you deal with a situation and the
end result vary with your ability to take a stand
and mean what you say. Others will get the
authenticity of your message and leadership.
Don't allow details and trivial matters to inter-
fere. Tonight: A force to be dealt with. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ Allow your imagination to play out. You
might be amazed by what you visualize. Don't
automatically negate a thought or dream; rather,
see how it can be possible. You are a fire sign, given
the gift of acting impulsively. Now is the time!
Tonight: Try exotic rather than tried-and-true. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★★ A key associate or partner could play an
inordinately strong role. This person seems to have
great ideas, which you must say "yes" to. Even if
there is a disagreement, the two of you work well
together to create an even stronger project or situ-
ation. Tonight: How about dinner for two? 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★★ You know how to make others smile far
more easily than you think. Laughter surrounds
you, allowing greater give-and-take. Right now,
someone in your life seeks to find ways to please
you and make you smile. Be receptive. Tonight:
There is one invitation you must say "yes" to. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★ Focus on one task at a time, as others might
be slightly distracted. You could be overwhelmed
by the financial sheets on a budget. Say so, by all
means. A correction or new division becomes pos-
sible. Tonight: Choose a quick tension-buster. 

This year, your concerns surround the quality of your
daily life, which refers to health, work, hobbies and play.
Tweak some areas, if you can, to create greater happi-
ness. Some of you might even change jobs or take up a new outlook on health and diet. If you
are single, you could meet someone as easily as while walking the dog. If you are attached, the
two of you might take on a new hobby, bonding you even more. LEO gets you off your duff.  

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:Happy birthday

By John Deering Speed Bump By Dave Coverly

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(323) 466-FILM

Free Zone and
Disengagement
7:30pm

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street Promenade

Just Go With It (PG-13) 1hr 50min
1:45pm, 4:30pm, 7:15pm, 10:00pm 

Adjustment Bureau (PG-13) 1hr 39min
1:35pm, 4:10pm, 6:45pm, 9:20pm 

Red Riding Hood (PG-13) 2hrs 00min
1:30pm, 4:00pm, 6:30pm, 9:00pm 

Kill the Irishman (R) 1hr 46min
1:40pm, 4:15pm, 7:00pm, 9:35pm 

AMC 7 Santa Monica 
1310 Third St.
(310) 289-4262 

Gnomeo & Juliet 3D (PG) 1hr 24min
11:20am, 1:30pm, 3:30pm, 9:50pm

Rango (PG) 1hr 47min
11:15am, 2:00pm, 4:35pm, 7:15pm,
9:55pm

Battle: Los Angeles (PG-13) 1hr 56min
11:00am, 1:50pm, 4:45pm, 7:40pm,
10:30pm

Adjustment Bureau (PG-13) 1hr 46min
12:00pm, 2:35pm, 5:10pm, 7:45pm,
10:20pm

Mars Needs Moms in Disney Digital
3D (PG) 1hr 28min
12:15pm, 2:30pm, 4:50pm, 7:10pm,
9:30pm

Hall Pass (R) 1hr 38min
11:10am, 1:55pm, 4:40pm, 7:20pm,
10:10pm

Red Riding Hood (PG-13) 1hr 40min
11:45am, 2:30pm, 5:00pm, 7:30pm,
10:00pm

Metropolitan Opera (NR) 3hrs 15min
6:30pm

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex
1332 Second St.
(310) 394-9741 

Saint Misbehavin': The Wavy Gravy
Movie (NR)
1:00pm, 3:10pm, 5:20pm, 7:40pm,
10:10pm

Over the Hill Band (Meisjes) (NR) 1hr
33min
4:45pm, 9:30pm

King's Speech (R) 1 hour 58 min
1:40pm, 4:30pm, 7:20pm, 10:10pm

Cedar Rapids (R) 1hr 26min
1:10pm, 3:20pm, 5:30pm, 7:50pm,
10:10pm

Phil Ochs: There But for Fortune (NR)
1hr 36min
2:20pm, 7:10pm

AMC Criterion 6 
1313 Third St.
(310) 395-1599 

Take Me Home Tonight (R) 1hr 54min
12:15pm, 2:40pm, 5:05pm, 7:35pm,

10:00pm

Rango (PG) 1hr 47min
1:05pm, 3:40pm, 6:15pm, 9:00pm

Beastly (PG-13) 1hr 35min
12:30pm, 2:45pm, 5:00pm, 7:20pm,
9:35pm

Battle: Los Angeles (PG-13) 1hr 56min
1:00pm, 4:00pm, 7:00pm, 10:00pm

Unknown (PG-13) 1hr 49min
1:30pm, 4:20pm, 7:10pm, 9:55pm

I Will Follow (NR) 1hr 28min
12:40pm, 2:50pm, 5:10pm, 7:30pm,
9:45pm

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES
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■ "You're not going to like
this," warned NPR's Robert
Krulwich, about to deliver a
February story about visionary
robotics developers James
Auger and Jimmy Loizeau, who
created a carnivorous clock,
supposedly able to power itself
for 12 days merely on the car-
casses of 12 dead houseflies
(which the clock traps with fly
paper and then mechanically
razors in two). The pair also
showed a prototype of a coffee
table that catches mice by luring
them up the table legs with
cheese into a hole in the center,
where they are guillotined.
Auger and Loizeau said their
creations are just extensions of
TV nature programs showing ani-
mals hunting in the wild, but
Krulwich fretted about the dan-
gers inherent in "giving robots a
taste for (meat)." 
■ Scientists have long
observed male capuchin mon-
keys urinating on their hands
and then rubbing down their
bodies, but researchers were
unclear about the purpose
(whether for identification, or
threat-prevention, or mating) --
until a recent issue of the
American Journal of
Primatology. Dr. Kimberly
Phillips and colleagues found
that the practice helps clarify
mating priorities, in that, first,
males rub down promptly after
being solicited by females in
heat, and second, based on MRI
scans of capuchins' brains,
female mating activity is trig-
gered only by adults' urine.

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

bbllaannddiisshhmmeenntt
\\  BBLLAANN--ddiisshh--mmuuhhnntt  \\    ,,  nnoouunn;;
1. Speech or action that flatters
and tends to coax, entice, or
persuade; allurement -- often
used in the plural.

WORD UP!

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

King Features Syndicate

10  11  12  28  43
Meganumber: 45
Jackpot: $172M

11  25  26  33  45
Meganumber: 13
Jackpot: $12M

4  10  16  25  30

MIDDAY: 5 3 7
EVENING: 6 0 9

1st: 04 Big Ben
2nd: 02 Lucky Star
3rd: 03 Hot Shot
RACE TIME: 1:43.93

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

• Fill the grid with the set of given
numbers (1 to 12) to satisfy the
Equa demands (7 to 24) in the shad-
ed boxes. The Equa demands repre-
sent the sum of the digits that you
will insert into the empty squares.

• Each horizontal row has one Equa
demand to satisfy; each vertical col-
umn also has one demand to satis-
fy. Each empty square in the grid
dictates the math operation (addi-
tion +, subtraction -, multiplication
X, and division ÷) that must be per-
formed to meet the demands.

• You must follow the given math
operations for each square and you
must make sure all the numbers sat-
isfy the demands in the shaded
boxes when connected in adjacent
threes and calculated together from
left to right, and top to bottom.

• The numbers you insert into the
grid must satisfy the Equa demands
both horizontally and vertically.

For more games, 
go to www.arithmo.com

TM

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving
Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure
out which numbers are missing.
Then, based on the other numbers in
the row and column of each blank
cell, find which of the missing num-
bers will work. Eliminating numbers
will eventually lead you to the
answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

1812Battle of Badajoz (March
16 – April 6) – British and

Portuguese forces besiege and defeat
French garrison during Peninsular War.

1815Prince Willem of the
House of Orange-

Nassau proclaims himself King of
the United Kingdom of the
Netherlands, the first constitu-
tional monarch in the Netherlands.

1818Second Battle of
Cancha Rayada –

Spanish forces defeat Chileans
under José de San Martín.

TODAY IN HISTORY

A nationally known

financial expert says

many who have savings

accounts make these

mistakes, costing

themselves and their

families thousands of

dollars! They risk their

retirement security,

increasing the chance

they could outlive their

money. This is true

whether they handle

their savings them-

selves, or with help

from a

professional!  Are you

needlessly losing thou-

sands of dollars?  Find
out NOW, Call toll-
free, 800-637-8842 for
a free consultation on
alternatives to savings
accounts and CD's.
CALL NOW, before
it's too late!

"Do You Know
The Jealously
Guarded
Secrets Banks
Hide From You
That Could
Cost You
Thousands?"
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For
information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Miscellaneous
$$OLD GUITARS WANTED$$ 
Gibson,Fender,Martin,Gretsch. 1920's to 
1980's. Top Dollar paid. Toll Free: 
1-866-433-8277

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train for high 
paying Aviation Maintenance Career. 
FAA approved program. Financial aid if 
qualified - Housing available CALL 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
(866)453-6204.

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home. 
Medical, Business, Paralegal, Account-
ing, Criminal Justice. Job placement as-
sistance. Computer available. Financial 
aid if qualified. Call 800-494-3586 
www.CenturaOnline.com

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIA-
BETIC TEST STRIPS - up to $17/Box! 
Shipping paid. Sara 1-800-371-1136. 
www.cash4diabeticsupplies.com 

FREE HD for LIFE! DISH Network. 
$24.99/mo. - Over 120 Channels. Plus 
$500 BONUS! Call 1-800-915-9514.

VIAGRA 100mg-CIALIS 20mg. 40 Pills 
(PLUS 4 FREE) $99.00!! #1, LITTLE 
BLUE PILL! 1-888-452-7484

Employment
Assisted living community is looking for 
caregivers and medication technicians 
to assist elderly residents with their 
care.  Schedule will include weekends 
both morning and evening shifts.  Must 
have good attitude and love for seniors. 
Pre employment drug test and criminal 
background check.  If interested, please 
fill out an application at 2107 Ocean 
Ave. SM 90405. EOE  

HAIRSTYLIST AND MANICURE station for 
rent Santa Monica (310) 449-1923

Help Wanted
ACTORS/MOVIE EXTRAS - 
$150-$300/Day depending on job. No 
experience. All looks needed. 
1-800-281-5185-A103

AWESOME TRAVEL JOB!!! $500 Sign-on 
Bonus. Unique Sales team looking for 
10 young minded guys/girls to travel 
the US. Cash Daily. Call Sarah 
800-716-0048 today 

EARN $1000's WEEKLY Receive $12 
every envelope stuffed with sales mate-
rials. 24-hr. Information 
1-800-682-5439 code 14

Adoption
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION? 
You choose from families nationwide. 
LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Abby's One True 
Gift Adoptions. 866-413-6292, 24/7 
Void/Illinois

Electronics
DIRECT to home Satellite TV $19.99/mo. 
FREE installation, FREE HD-DVR up-
grade. New customers - No Activation 
Fee! Credit/Debit Card Req. Call 
1-800-795-3579

Wanted
DIABETIC TEST STRIPS WANTED. New 
sealed boxes only. Supports JDRF. 
Post-paid mailer @ 1-877-572-0928. 
Teststrips4kids.org

WANTED DIABETES TEST STRIP Unex-
pired & ADULT Diapers up to $16.00. 
Shipping Paid 1-800-266-0702 
www.selldiabeticstrips.com

Resorts/Timeshares
SELL/RENT YOUR TIMESHARE FOR 
CASH!!! Our Guaranteed Services will 
Sell/ Rent Your UnusedTimeshare for 
CASH! Over $95 Million Dollars offered 
in 2010!www.sellatimeshare.com Call 
(800) 882-0296 

For Rent

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310)869-7901

110 Granville Ave. #401 2+2.5 Pent-
house, Hardwood floors, $3500

121 N Croft Ave. #101  2+1.75 
$1795 West Hollywood, CA 

505 Barrington Ave. #3 1+1 Pool, 
parking, laundry $1125

WE HAVE MORE VACANCIES ON THE 
WESTSIDE

www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

MYSTERY SHOPPERS! Earn up to $150 
daily. Get paid to shop pt/ft. Call now 
800-690-1272.

Santa Monica - $615-$925. Prime 
Santa Monica location, North of Wil-
shire. Close to Beach. Call: for appt. 
310-666-8361

SM. ADJ. UNOBSTRUCTED Ocean View 
large 2+2, on top of hill, on private 
drvway. 2 sundecks 2 parking, $1995 
(310)390-4610

Houses For Rent
SM. BUNGALOW

1+ den, with front porch in garden set-
ting. Stove, fridge, one parking $1690 
1747 9th Street. Open Wed, Fri., Sunday 
5-6, Saturday 11-12 (310)450-5114

Real Estate
***FREE Foreclosure Listings*** OVER 
400,000 properties nationwide. Low 
down payment. Call now 800-250-2043.

Automotive
WANTED JAPANESE MOTORCYCLES KA-
WASAKI,1970-1980, Z1-900, KZ900, 
KZ1000, H2-750, H1-500, S1-250, 
S2-250, S2-350, S3-400. CASH PAID. 
1-800-772-1142. 1-310-721-0726.

Autos Wanted
DONATE YOUR CAR. FREE TOWING. 
"Cars for Kids". Any condition. Tax de-
ductible outreachcenter.com, 
1-800-597-9411

TOP CASH FOR CARS, Any Car/Truck, 
Running or Not. Call for INSTANT offer: 
1-800-454-6951 

Autos Wanted

Services
ELECTRICAL & Kitchen/Bath Remodel-
ing, Troubleshooting, New Circuts, Re-
cessed lighting, Security 
lights.Lic#612380. 310-770-3022

Handyman

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

SPECIALISTS IN ALL 
DAMAGE REPAIR

“EXPERT IN GREEN CONCEPTS”

Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

LIC# 888736
“HOME SWEET HOME”

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

Therapy

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILLL 
SMOKING?

Dr. John McGrail, Ph.D, C.Ht.

(310)) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

Business Opps
ALL CASH VENDING ROUTE Be your own 
boss 25-machines/candy all for-$9,995. 
1-877-915-8222 "S.S.REGNO.299" 
AINB02653 Void in 
AK,CT,KY,ME,NE,NH,SD,WA,LA,VA 880 
Grand Blvd, Deerpark, N.Y. 

Are you open to Business Opportunity! 
Come & see if an E Commerce Business 
is for you! Wednesday, March 16, 
6:30pm 3400 Airport Ave. Unit "D" at 
The Santa Monica Airport
RSVP & More info Call Lu 310-780-1393

GREAT PAYING... Frac Sand Hauling 
Work in Texas. Need Big Rig,Pneumatic 
Trailer & Blower. 817-769-7621

Health/Beauty
LOSE 1-2 Pounds of FAT Per Day!!!
Safe, Effective, Natural Weight Loss

Requires NO radical changes in lifestyle
No Surgery and No Harmful drugs.

Reserve your spot today.
Call (310) 776-9022
Dr. Michael Billauer

Notices
Free depression treatment at UCLA for 
teens, adults, and seniors! 
(310)825-3351 www.DepressionLA.com

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
TO SELL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES

Date of Filing Application: February 15, 2011 To 
Whom It May Concern: The Name(s) of the Appli-
cant(s) is/are: MONTREE KEAWMALEE  The appli-
cants listed above are applying to the Depart-
ment of Alcoholic Beverage Control to sell alco-
holic beverages at: 1509 4TH ST., SANTA MONICA, 
CA 90401-2310 Type of license(s) Applied for: 41 
- On-Sale Beer And Wine - Eating Place Los
Ange-
les 3/16/11, 3/23/11, 3/30/11

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR
ARMED SECURITY GUARD SERVICES

The Los Angeles County Department of Beaches 
and Harbors is seeking a qualified and experi-
enced contractor to patrol outdoor public places, 
providing armed security guard services in four 
separate Service Areas in and around Marina del 
Rey. Selection of a contractor will be based on 
the qualifications of the firms submitting Propos-
als as well as their prices for performing the 
work.

A Mandatory Proposers' Conference will be held 
at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, March 15, 2011 at the 
Boathouse Conference Room, 1st. Floor, 13640 
Mindanao Way, Marina del Rey. The deadline for 
submitting proposals will be 2:00 p.m., March 
30, 2011.

Firms submitting proposals must have a mini-
mum of five years' experience providing armed 
security services and be licensed as a private pa-
trol operator. The County may require additional 
minimum qualifications. The contract will be 
subject to the County's Living Wage Ordinance, 
County Code Chapter 2.201.

Further information regarding the RFP is 
available at: http://lacounty.info/doing_busi-
ness/main_db.htm

To view and print a copy of the RFP, please visit:
http://beaches.lacounty.gov/wps/portal/dbh/do-
ing, and click the ``Request for Proposals`` link.
The County reserves the right to cancel the RFP 
and to modify any and all terms and conditions of 
the RFP, including minimum requirements. For 
further information, call Nicolette Taylor at (310) 
577-5736.

DBAS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE 
NUMBER: 20110243738 ORIGINAL FILING This 
statement was filed with the County Clerk of LOS 
ANGELES on 03/14/2011 The following person(s) 
is (are) doing business as ANGELICUM HOME 
CARE SERVICES.  The full name of registrant(s) 
is/are: MICHELLE CABERTE 16737 MAGNOLIA 
BLVD ENCINO, CA 91436. This Business is being 
conducted by:  an Individual. The registrant has 
not yet commenced to transact business under 
the fictitious business name or names listed 
above. /s/:MICHELLE CABERTE; 
PRESIDENT/OWNER.  This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of LOS ANGELES County on 
03/14/2011. NOTICE: THIS FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT EXPIRES FIVE YEARS FROM 
THE DATE IT WAS FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
COUNTY CLERK. A NEW FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT MUST BE FILED PRIOR TO THAT 
DATE. The filing of this statement does not of it-
self authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name statement in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, state, or common 
law (see Section 14411et seq.,Business and Pro-
fessions Code). SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS to 
publish 03/16/2011, 03/23/2011, 03/30/2011, 
04/06/2011. 

05 SATURN ION
468441A/136985

$8995

03 SATURN VUE
480162A/906080

$10995

08 HONDA CIVIC LX
900501/514166

$16995

07 HONDA ACCORD EX
900493/015006

$17950

09 TOYOTA CAMRY
480591A/858273

$17995

08 HONDA ACCORD LX
480630A/045404

$17995

09 NISSAN ALTIMA
PREVIOUS RENTAL
R900509/481313

$17995

08 HONDA ELEMENT EX
468671DTB/014771

$18995

800-614-3020

05 TOYOTA COROLLA CE
306297A/483652

$9899

05 TOYOTA COROLLA
305783A/507388

$9998

06 TOYOTA COROLLA S
1000743/665932

$11889

08 TOYOTA CAMRY LE
1000701/196808

$15989

02 GMC YUKON
306255A/125391

$12998

04 NISSAN XTERRA SE
306272A/611759

$13988

10 TOYOTA COROLLA LE
CERTIFIED

PREVIOUS RENTAL
R1000719/231170

$13989

866-966-4553

$5.50 A DAY LINER ADS! 
CALL TODAY (310) 458-7737 A D V E R T I S E !  

CALL US (310) 458-7737

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

R E A D  U S  O N L I N E
smdp.com/localnews
smdp.com/auto
smdp.com/briefs
smdp.com/columnists
smdp.com/cp
smdp.com/crimewatch
smdp.com/entertainment
smdp.com/food
smdp.com/green
smdp.com/health
smdp.com/letterstotheeditor
smdp.com/opinion
smdp.com/parenting
smdp.com/realestate
smdp.com/sports
smdp.com/travel

CHECK US OUT ONLINE
smdp.com/advertising
smdp.com/archives
smdp.com/classifieds
smdp.com/communitylistings
smdp.com/submitevent
smdp.com/contactus
smdp.com/dba
smdp.com/search
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