
“People are, if anything, more touchy
about being thought silly than they
are about being thought unjust.”

E.B. WHITE
AMERICAN AUTHOR AND HUMORIST

The Guo-Li-Zhuang opened recently in
Beijing, exclusively serving delicacies
made with animal penises and testicles,
exploiting the traditional Chinese belief
that such foods enhance virility. (Women
can prosper, as well, because penis is
good for the skin, according to a nutri-
tionist cited in a February London Daily
Telegraph dispatch.) Showcase dishes
include “Dragon in the flame of desire”
(which is yak) and the “hotpot” (six types
of penis plus four of testicle). The most
expensive is Canadian seal penis, at the
equivalent of about $400.

Today is the 74th day of 2006.
There are 291 days left in the year.

In 44 B.C., Roman dictator Julius Caesar
was assassinated by a group of nobles
that included Brutus and Cassius.
In 1493, Christopher Columbus
returned to Spain, concluding his first
voyage to the Western Hemisphere.
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Photo courtesy of SMFD
Recovery crews on Monday night lift the nose of the A-36 Beechcraft Bonanza airplane into the back of a truck on
Santa Monica Beach. The aircraft will be transported to a private facility where it will be examined by National
Transportation Safety Board officials. The plane was piloted by Peter Tomarken and his wife, Kathleen. It crashed into
Santa Monica Bay on Monday morning.

BY KEVIN HERRERA
Daily Press Staff Writer 

The Los Angeles County
Coroner’s Office is expected
today to release the exact causes
of death for Peter and Kathleen
Tomarken, who were killed
Monday morning when their sin-
gle-engine airplane smashed into
the chilly waters of Santa Monica

Bay a few miles south of the pier.
Meanwhile, a search for a pos-

sible third victim was called off
early Tuesday morning after it
was determined that a third pas-
senger did not exist. The flight
manifest reported three on board
at take off, but authorities believe
the third person had not boarded
the Beechcraft Bonanza and was
most likely someone the

Tomarkens were going to pick up
once they arrived in San Diego.

The two were to transport a
cancer patient from San Diego to
UCLA Medical Center for treat-
ment as part of Angel Flight, a
nonprofit organization comprised
of pilots who offer free flights for
those who are ill and in need of

Investigation begins into crash
that killed former TV host, wife

See CRASH, page 7

BY RYAN HYATT
Special to the Daily Press

DOWNTOWN LA — Attorneys on
Tuesday questioned a second
investigator in the case against six
former Honda of Santa Monica
employees who allegedly bilked
hundreds of thousands of dollars
from car buyers.

Ali Asghar Hussain, Hamid
Reza Khaki, Ahtamet
Uersunthornwat tana,Yaprem
Zohrab Yaralian, Yaser Alkasem
and Thomas Holterhoff all face
felony counts related to the over-
charging of customers, according
to the District Attorney’s office. 

The alleged scam, which is said
to have occurred from 2000 to
2002, primarily involved finance
managers tacking on charges of
“theft etch” to customers’ con-
tracts without their knowledge.
Theft etch marks a vehicle’s parts
with traceable numbers in the
event of a theft. 

Tuesday’s portion of the prelim-
inary hearing focused on testimo-
ny from Mary Brooks, a county
consumer affairs investigator who
met with James Alexandre, the
whistleblower on the Honda case. 

Alexandre worked as general
manager at Honda of Santa

Fraud
hearing
trudges
forward

See FRAUD, page 6

BY KEVIN HERRERA
Daily Press Staff Writer 

SMC — She isn’t a politician or
a diplomat.

Faiza Al-Araji is simply a wife,
mother and concerned citizen of
Iraq who came to Santa Monica
College Tuesday to offer her ver-
sion of the war raging back home.
She hopes and prays that her stories
of death and despair will encourage
more to oppose the war effort.

Her goal in encouraging this
opposition is to force President
Bush to withdraw U.S. troops and
end what Al-Araji and many of her
countrymen call the “occupation
and domination” of Iraq, which
began three years ago this month
and has led to the deaths of at least
2,300 U.S. soldiers and countless
more civilians.

“I feel it is my responsibility to
come here and speak the truth and
defend the innocent Iraqi families

who are unknown,” Al-Araji,
wearing a white Muslim head
scarf, or hejab, told a crowd of
roughly 70 at an SMC lecture hall.
“Your responsibility is to open
your eyes. The media is not telling
you the truth … This war was not
about liberation or oil. It is about
the desire to dominate.”

Al-Araji, an engineer and mother
of three who recently fled Baghdad

Iraqi woman pleads with SMC audience

See IRAQI WOMAN, page 6

Kevin Herrera/Daily Press
Iraqi citizen Faiza Al-Araji urged an
audience at SMC to oppose the war.



ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★★ Though others could be compli-

cated in their responses, you can be sure you will
have the impact you want. Subtle but strong logic
will work. Best would be that others think they
hatched an idea you cook up. Tonight: Say yes.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★ Easy does it. You might not always

understand what it takes to nudge events to your
liking. Closing down and being stubborn will not
help. Work through your resistances by focusing
on each individual. Tonight: Let go of your stuff.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★★ You might be rather serious at

first, but when you lighten up, you are all laughs.
Eventually, others will ease up and back off of
their positions, too. Conversations might accom-
plish more in this atmosphere. Tonight: Play away.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★ Settle in and build a budget on

your basic needs. You might opt to say no to an
investment as a result. Sometimes you overex-
tend yourself (we all do). Investigate what needs
to happen with a real estate or domestic expendi-
ture. Tonight: Anchor in at home.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★★ You might need to rethink a

recent conversation. Lately, you have had a ten-
dency to be a little out of it or upset. You might
want to think in terms of gains. Listen well to oth-
ers with an eye to keeping ideas and communica-
tion flowing. Tonight: At your favorite spot.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★ You could see life quite differently if

you get past a negativity that filters through your
mind. You could be uptight about your spending
and your choices. You might want to rethink an
important decision. Tonight: Pay bills.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★★ Finally, you hit your peak days,

though someone could be making touchy or hard
comments. Take a serious look at your long-term
desires, not your rote answers about what is
important. Then make decisions. Tonight: As you
wish.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★ Review an important issue. Think

positively about what you want and need. Verify
facts, and don't expect all solutions or information
to immediately drop in your lap. Your daily life
could be a touch weighty. Tonight: A must show.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★ You might want facts and only

facts, but unfortunately that isn't what you are
going to get. Emphasize your long-term goals,
and you will come out on top. Think positively and
work with people and events. Tonight: Where the
crowds are.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★ The time has come for you to do

what you do best -- lead. If you want to change
your direction or pace, you will be a lot happier if
you take responsibility. A partner could be nega-
tive or threatening. Yes, my dear Goat, you have
what it takes. Tonight: A must show.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★ Recognize that everyone has lim-

its -- even the broad-minded Aquarian. Someone
might actually be testing how much you will take
from him or her. You will want to detach and
decide the best path. Much bubbles up. Tonight:
Go along with someone else's plans.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★ An associate wants to make your

life easier. What is stopping you? Perhaps a dis-
cussion establishing limits and obligations needs
to happen first. The smart Fish will not get tied up
in anything uncomfortable. Tonight: Be a duo.
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JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you’ll Have:
★★★★★-Dynamic  ★★★★-Positive  ★★★-Average  ★★-So-so  ★-Difficult

As you wish Libra
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ASK FOR A FREE SAMPLE OF ONE OF OUR TOBACCOS IN ENGLISH, BALKAN OR A MILD AROMATIC

RELAX

QUIT CIGARETTES - SWITCH TO A PIPE OR CIGAR
BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT ADDICTIVE

2729 Wilshire Blvd.
SM CA 90403
Ph. 310/828-4511
tinderboxsantamonica.com

Remember: A True Pipe or
Cigar Smoker Does Not Inhale

• Free Parking
• Personalized Serivce
• Rare and unusual

gifts imported from 22
different counries

THE ORIGINAL

EST. 1928

01591599

Santa Monica Center for Cosmetic Dentistry
Dr. David Taft, DDS (310) 315-3676
UCLA Parkside Medical Center 2428 Santa Monica Blvd., Suite 303

AFRAID TO SMILE?
You won’t be able to stop with

laser teeth whitening system.

Enjoy the benefits of white teeth
and a bright smile for only $199*!

*for 30 minutes. $299 for 60 minutes

What’s more ?
It takes 30 minutes to reverse coffee, wine and tobacco stains.
Your gums are scientifically protected and safe.
Comes with a complimentary check-up after your treatment. 

(maximum of 2 x-rays)

Where?

Discount rates

WITHOUT DISCOUNT SERVICE.
It’s no accident more people trust State Farm to insure their cars. Call today.

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, IL

David B. Rosenberg, Agent

Insurance Lic. #:0618319
1220 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica CA 90401
Bus: 310-458-3400 P040034 12/04

Lotus Taxi

Express & Lotus Taxi now are one team to serve you better

We accept all competitors coupons!
20% off for seniors

Supporting Santa Monica Support Your Community

For Fast Pickup Call:

828-3333

$25 FLATTO LAX



LOCAL

The City Council has put the brakes on a plan to
expand parking in Santa Monica by 1,712 spaces.
Some councilmembers are calling for the plan to
shift to providing only 712 additional spaces
instead. They cite community sentiments that call
for limited development downtown and say that if
development is limited, the extra 1,000 parking
spaces will not be necessary. Under the plan for
less spaces, existing parking structures would be
enhanced rather than building new ones.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know: “Do you
support the building of new parking garages in
Santa Monica? Why or why not?”

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5 p.m. and
we’ll print your responses in the weekend edition.
Please try to limit your comments to a minute or
less. It might help to think first about the wording
of your response.

Sponsored by...

Rediscover The Galley’s genuine
service while experiencing our new weekend

brunch served on our
beautiful outdoor patio.

Serving Brunch from 11AM-4PM
Full Bar-Best Bloody Mary’s in Santa Monica

(310) 452-1934
2442 Main Street • Santa Monica

SURF CENTER santa monica

bCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop bbCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop b
1451 THIRD STREET PROMENADE
IN SANTA MONICA • 310.656.CURL

SNOW AND SURF REPORTS
CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 53°

DATA PROVIDED BY WETSAND.COM

SURF AND SNOW QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? EMAIL ALEX@SMDP.COM

CONDITIONS DATA PROVIDED BY ONTHESNOW.COM

SWELL FORECAST (1-2 FT)

Today we have a WNW swell due from a system we’ve been
watching on the models since last week dropping down
from the Gulf of Alaska. This same system is bringing a
slight chance of rain this afternoon, should remain dry, yet
quite cool. This swell will bring in some 12-14 second peri-
ods at the coast with size running chest to head high on 

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
NW swell increases Today..

NW peaks in NCal Wednesday, but increases in SoCal
Thursday...

Smaller surf but better weather next week... 

The GalleyEST. 1934
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BEAR MOUNTAIN
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 36” - 72" 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 27 9/12

CONDITIONS: Powder, Packed Powder, Machine Made, Machine Groomed

JUNE MOUNTAIN
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 72" - 120" 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 50 6/6

CONDITIONS: Powder, Packed Powder, Machine Groomed, Variable

MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 156” - 188" 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 140 25/28

CONDITIONS: Powder, Packed Powder, Machine Groomed

MOUNTAIN HIGH
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 12” - 36" 8:30 am - 10:00 pm 41 10/16

CONDITIONS: Powder, Packed Powder, Machine Made, Machine Groomed

MT. BALDY
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 24” - 35" 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 20 4/4

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Made, Machine Groomed

SNOW SUMMIT
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 36” - 72" 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 26 12/14

CONDITIONS: Powder, Packed Powder, Machine Groomed

SNOW VALLEY
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 48” - 54" 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 21 5/11

CONDITIONS: Powder, Packed Powder, Machine Groomed

MONDAY
LOW TIDE 2:13AM 1.3FT 2:47PM -0.2FT
HIGH TIDE 8:12AM 5.2FT 9:03PM 4.4FT

TUESDAY
LOW TIDE 2:43AM 0.9FT 3:06PM 0.0FT
HIGH TIDE 8:52AM 5.1FT 9:20PM 4.6FT

WEDNESDAY
LOW TIDE 3:13AM 0.7FT 3:30PM 0.3FT
HIGH TIDE 9:13AM 5.0FT 9:38PM 4.8FT

THURSDAY
LOW TIDE 3:46AM 0.6FT 3:49PM 0.6FT
HIGH TIDE 9:47AM 4.5FT 9:57PM 4.9FT

FRIDAY
LOW TIDE N/A N/A N/A N/A
HIGH TIDE N/A N/A N/A N/A

TIDE FORECAST FOR SANTA MONICA

COMPLETE FITNESS FACILITY     FREE PARKING EASTON GYM IS YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD GYM
1 2 3 3  T H I R D  S T R E E T  P R O M E N A D E , S A N T A  M O N I C A    ( 3 1 0 )  3 9 5 - 4 4 4 1

get fit ... feel good
Since 1967

Quality & Value Always!

310-399-7892
27322 Mainn St.

Santaa Monica

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

The Perfect
Day-Off begins
with breakfast

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Photo courtesy of SMFD
Firefighters enter the front of a home that went up in flames early Tuesday. The fire began
shortly before 6 a.m. in the single-family home in the 2900 block of Kansas Avenue. Santa
Monica firefighters extinguished the blaze within 15 minutes, said SMFD Capt. Scott Ziegert.
The blaze, the cause of which is unknown, caused extensive damage to the front portion of
the single-story home, Ziegert added. An elderly Santa Monica couple living in the house
was treated at a local hospital for smoke inhalation and minor cuts.

A firefighter investigates an
electrical panel that burst
into flames on Tuesday at
Exhale Spa at 1424 Second
St. Firefighters, who
responded to the electrical
fire at 10:39 a.m., were able
to extinguish it within min-
utes. Because it was an
electrical fire, firefighters
opted not to use water but
instead used a powdery
substance and carbon diox-
ide to extinguish the flames.
While the fire was contained
to just the electrical box, it
forced the spa to close until
Southern California Edison
and the city’s building and
safety department deter-
mine it is safe to operate in
the building. Exhale repre-
sentatives in Chicago,
where calls were being
referred, said they expected
the Santa Monica spa to be
open by Friday.

CAN’T FIND A DAILY PRESS NEWSTAND IN YOUR AREA? WE’LL TRY TO GET ONE TO YOU!

CALL US AT 310/458-7737SSanta MMonica DDaily PPress

Photo courtesy of SMFD
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Gangs have no value in society
Editor:

Re: “Gang members are people too,” (SMDP, March 9, page 4).
The writer of this letter seems to miss society’s point: Gangs are bad.
Granted, gang members are people, have families, may work, etc. But sadly their

similarities to valued, law-abiding society pretty much end there.
Gangs account for more than 50,000 deaths/murders (shootings, drug overdoses, stab-

bings, etc.) a year in our nation, not to mention those sent to prison. For some reason soci-
ety has tolerated this needless, senseless, costly drain on America’s young people.

Gang values are contrary to our community and nation’s health and beliefs. Gang
members are ingrained with not stopping another from committing a crime, nor
divulging the identity of even murders, victimization, violence — including their
own family members and friends. Intimidation, retaliation, graffiti and often sub-
stance abuse are their accepted values. If an editorial referred to them as “punks” or
“bad guys,” it was probably mild when you think about it.

We all need to work together, with the police and gang intervention groups like
Homeboy Industries (Father Greg Boyle) to enlighten the young people to the total-
ly devastating, life destroying spiral encountered with gang membership. We cannot
accept them as a normal, routine part of society. Nothing can be worse then for soci-
ety, mothers and fathers, to continue to lose such an important segment of our com-
munities to senseless gangs. If it means “taking back our streets one corner at a
time,” so be it.

Each year Santa Monica Police coordinate a crime night out celebration in the
heart of the city. This, the Police Activities League, Police Explorers, anti-graffiti
program, etc. hardly sound like police harassment to me.

Steven H. Brackett
Lake Balboa, Calif.

Skateboarders out of control
Editor:

It is most unfortunate that a citizen of Santa Monica is unable to walk the streets of
Santa Monica safely without being knocked over by an out-of-control skateboarder.

Wednesday, March 8, 3:30 p.m., at the southwest corner of Wilshire Boulevard
and Sixth Street, my friend was waiting to cross Sixth along with another pedestri-
an when a skateboarder came flying down the south side of Wilshire at about 50 mph
(no kidding) crossing the street and ran into both pedestrians knocking my friend,
let’s call her Reese, to the ground. Her coat and purse, not to mention Reese, flying
all over the sidewalk. I was there along with several other people chatting. We ran to
help Reese while the boarder was busy screaming at her for grabbing at him in order
to steady herself. I won’t mention where she grabbed, but use your imagination. 

Reese is very sore. She hurt her ankle, not to mention the whole body. Most of us
do not bounce the same way we did when we were 10.

So, what is the city of Santa Monica going to do about this obscene situation?
Nothing, zilch, nada.  

There will be three openings on the council soon. Let’s try and change this
deplorable situation.

Sandy Jacobson
Santa Monica  

Shriver, et. al the problem?
Editor:

Kevin Herrera’s article (SMDP, March 8, page 1) on the homeless census in Santa
Monica is one of the finest piece of journalism I have ever read. Imagine, a 28 per-
cent increase of homeless people in Santa Monica caused by what? “The services
we provide” says Stacy Rowe, director of the city’s homeless unit. Really, Stacy? 

How about doing away with all of the services and redirecting my tax dollars to
the schools or the roads or the parks or the beach or the bay or any number of worth-
while endeavors, rather than squandering it on bums who have made bad choices in
life and are now living off of the sweat of other hard-working Santa Monicans?  

Kevin, a little advice: Why don’t you ask Bobby Shriver and Stacy Rowe what
they are doing to reduce the services to the homeless? It is clear and obvious that it
is the idiotic policies of the City Council that have attracted so many of them to our
beautiful community, and I guarantee not a single Santa Monica resident would say
“I want more homeless people in our community,” so what is our governing body
doing to achieve this reduction? As a journalist, did it occur to you to ask that ques-
tion? Your article restates the obvious over and over again without one iota of criti-
cal thought. Kevin, did it occur to you to ask Bobby Shriver what he means by “now
we have a good thing going.” What the hell does that mean — we have a good thing
going? Bobby, I got news for you, the wacko legislators continue to run this city into
the ground. I say end all homeless services now. The result will be a 28 percent
reduction in homeless people in less than a year, mark my words. 

To all Santa Monica’s who agree, write to the Daily Press. Come on folks, what
do you want your hard-earned tax dollars spent on, homeless services or schools?

John Zarchen
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials
from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish
all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com.
All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices locat-
ed at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are sub-
ject to editing for space and content.

Hashmel Turner is a man with a ser-
vant’s heart. He has served his country,
his family, his government and the peo-
ple of his community. And now, by tak-
ing a stand for his free speech rights, he
is once again putting himself in the line
of fire in order to serve his nation.

After his mother passed away, 17-
year-old Hashmel Turner, the eldest of
10 children, was placed in the foster
home of a Christian woman. It was there
that he became a Christian.

Turner served in the Army in the swel-
tering jungles of Southeast Asia from
1969-1972. After returning home, the
Vietnam veteran helped each of his nine
siblings get a start in life. He even gained
custody of his youngest brother, who had
been in foster care, and raised him.

Rev. Turner is also the interim pastor
at First Baptist Church of Love in
Fredericksburg, Va., and a civilian
employee (he works as a full-time motor
vehicle operator and safety training
instructor) with the U.S. Army.

Turner is obviously a man who takes
his obligations seriously — his duty to
his family, his employer, his constituents
and his God — and his life reflects those
priorities. Thus, when an opportunity
arose to represent the needs of his com-
munity by serving on the local City
Council in Fredericksburg, where he’s
lived for more than 40 years, Turner,
who is African-American, rose to the
challenge. And when Turner was elected
to the City Council in July 2002, he
asked to be included in the rotation of
council members who open the meet-
ings with a brief prayer — a time-hon-
ored practice of the Fredericksburg City
Council and countless other legislative
bodies across America.

Several council members had signed
up to offer invocations, and once every
three and a half months or so each took
a turn in doing so. When it was his turn,
Turner spoke from his heart and, like his
fellow council members, asked that God
would guide the decisions and actions of
the City Council. And in keeping with
his religious beliefs, Turner ended his
prayer, as he ends all his prayers, “in
Jesus’ name.”

In the state where Thomas Jefferson
penned the Virginia Statute for
Religious Freedom to protect the likes
of three Baptist preachers jailed for
uttering unlicensed prayers, it may
seem strange that ending a prayer with
three small words could ignite a legal
brushfire. Yet it has. About a year after
Turner joined the prayer rotation, the
Fredericksburg City Council received a
letter from the American Civil
Liberties Union objecting to the way in
which Turner ended his prayers. The
letter issued a stark warning: Either
prohibit Turner from closing his
prayers “in Jesus’ name” or face a law-
suit.

Refusing to either compromise his
faith or censor his speech, Turner initial-
ly removed his name from the prayer
rotation. But after further consideration,
he realized that forfeiting his constitu-
tional right to pray according to his con-

science was not serving anyone, includ-
ing the citizens of Fredericksburg. As
Turner stated, “In the state our nation is
in, and the world, my belief is that our
nation and service personnel around the
world need prayer. We should be asking
for that protection and guidance.” So
Turner re-submitted his name for the
prayer rotation.

Once again, the ACLU threatened to
sue over Turner’s use of “in Jesus’ name.”
And once again, Turner abstained from
offering a prayer until the legal question
could be more fully explored. After con-
sulting with constitutional attorneys and
determining that he had a legal right to
pray according to his conscience, in
November 2005 Turner asked to be placed
back in the prayer rotation. But during
that same meeting, the City Council, hop-
ing to avoid a lawsuit from the ACLU,
voted 5-1 to adopt a policy of offering
non-denominational prayers devoid of
any Christian or other specific religious
references. And in the months that fol-
lowed, Turner’s request to be included in
the prayer rotation was ignored.

That’s when the long-suffering Turner
decided that the matter should be decid-
ed by the courts — not by the strong-
arm tactics of the ACLU. Believing that
his constitutional rights were being vio-
lated, Turner, with the help of The
Rutherford Institute, filed a lawsuit and
asked a federal court to affirm his First
Amendment right to freely pray accord-
ing to his conscience. After all, other
members of the City Council are able to
pray in the manner they choose and
describe God in their own words. Apart
from three small words, the other coun-
cil members’ prayers are not much dif-
ferent from Turner’s.

So why all the fuss? Why would a
group like the ACLU, which claims to
champion free speech, take on the role of
censor? And now the well-financed group
People for the American Way and a high-
powered Virginia law firm have joined the
ACLU in an effort to silence Turner.

In a hypocritical double standard, the
ACLU in 2002 argued in defense of the
First Amendment right of a Wiccan witch
to pray at city council meetings. The
ACLU’s arguments were curiously simi-
lar to Turner’s — that the Wiccan had
been unfairly discriminated against
because of her beliefs and was excluded
from prayer.

The people of Fredericksburg should
be grateful for a representative who
knows how to stand his ground and fight
for the things that matter. And with a re-
election campaign on the horizon, the
56-year-old councilman realizes that
this lawsuit could hurt his chance of
being re-elected to serve those in Ward
4. But there are some things in life that
cannot be compromised. For Hashmel
Turner, his faith, his integrity and his
civil liberties are three more things
worth fighting for.

(Constitutional attorney and author
John W. Whitehead is founder and presi-
dent of The Rutherford Institute. He can
be contacted at johnw@rutherford.org.)

Three words worth
fighting for

GUEST COMMENTARY   BY JOHN W.  WHITEHEAD
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(Editor’s note: “In the ’Hood” is a regular
column written by residents who represent organ-
ized neighborhood groups throughout Santa
Monica. Published each Wednesday in the Daily
Press, residents will cover the pressing issues
facing their neighborhoods and call upon their
neighbors to get involved. They’ll sometimes
scrutinize policies and actions of local govern-
ment, or bring to light a subject that needs atten-
tion in their respective environs.)

BY CHARLIE DONALDSON
Special to the Daily Press

Friends of Sunset Park: Don’t let the
name fool you.

The Friends of Sunset Park can be very
unfriendly if you threaten the safety of resi-
dents or challenge the quality of life in
Sunset Park — that primarily residential sec-
tion of Santa Monica stretching from Pico
Boulevard to the south city limits, and from
Lincoln Boulevard to the east city limits. 

The “Friends” will be your foes if you
promote congestion-causing construction
that would run more traffic through
Sunset Park, or if you fly more jet aircraft
in and out of Santa Monica Airport.

This nonprofit city-recognized neigh-
borhood organization represents 7,000
households. Member dues, augmented by
small city grants, fund its volunteer efforts.

The Friends of Sunset Park’s eight
elected directors — Tom Cleys, Charlie
Donaldson, Eric Gabster, Susan Hartley,
Emmalie Hodgin, Zina Josephs, John
Reynolds and Lorraine Sanchez — meet
once a month in a rented room at Mount
Olive Lutheran Church on Ocean Park
Boulevard. These meetings, which run
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m., are open to all. 

“If you’re a resident of Sunset Park,
please feel welcome to attend our board
meetings,” said Friends of Sunset Park
board president Zina Josephs. “If you feel
strongly about issues affecting our neigh-
borhood, please consider volunteering
your efforts.” 

Community concerns are identified
during these monthly meetings, and com-
mittees track these concerns. Newsletters,
postcards, occasional flyers and e-mail
alerts are used to keep Sunset Park resi-
dents informed. 

The organization got its start in 1989.
Groups that later became the Friends of
Sunset Park and the Pico Neighborhood
Association met at Grant Elementary
School to voice concerns about a large com-
mercial development proposed for the
northwest corner of Pico and Cloverfield
boulevards. That effort stopped the develop-
ment, and that same location 16 years later
saw the December 2005 grand opening of
the newly expanded Virginia Avenue Park.

Friends of Sunset Park held its first annu-

al general membership meeting in 1990. In
1991, the organization focused on airport
noise and safety, reducing traffic in the
neighborhood, crime prevention, the city’s
alcohol policy and R-1 zoning requirements.
Friends also successfully lobbied the City
Council for a preferential parking program
around Santa Monica College. 

After the 1994 earthquake, the neigh-
borhood association also held earthquake
preparedness meetings and collected more
than 500 pints of blood during seven
annual blood drives. 

More recently, the Friends Airport
Committee, chaired by Cathy Larson, suc-
cessfully lobbied the city for stricter air-
craft noise enforcement and increased
fines. It also began monitoring a Southern
California AQMD study of air quality
around the airport. In addition, the com-
mittee is urging the FAA to enforce its
own guidelines for 300-foot safety zones
at either end of the runway.

The Friends of Sunset Park successful-
ly called for a “Monster Mansion” ordi-
nance to prevent the construction of over-
sized homes in Sunset Park and worked to
maintain the public hearing process in
approving hillside homes. When the city
began the process of updating the General
Plan, Friends of Sunset Park sent a
detailed questionnaire to all Sunset Park
residents in January 2005 asking for their
views. Nearly 350 residents responded,
and the results were sent to City Hall. 

Friends of Sunset Park has worked to
slow down cut-through traffic in the
neighborhood in order to protect pedestri-
ans, especially school children. To accom-
plish this, City Hall has added crosswalks,
crossing guards, stop signs, traffic signals,
speed humps, islands and chokers.
Recently, Friends of Sunset Park success-
fully urged City Hall to direct SMC
Bundy Campus traffic onto Centinela
Avenue rather than onto residential streets
in Sunset Park.

The neighborhood group is still trying
to get a crossing guard at Ocean Park
Boulevard and 16th Street, an intersection
used by many Will Rogers and John
Adams Middle School students, and the
scene of numerous accidents.

On Feb. 28, 15-year-old Eddie Lopez,
an honor student at Samohi, was shot at
Pico and 26th. A resident of Pico neigh-
borhood, Eddie attended school in Sunset
Park and had close friends in both neigh-
borhoods. The Friends will be flyering the
entire neighborhood this week to encour-
age residents to participate in the
“Community Forum on Gang Violence in
Santa Monica,” co-sponsored by State
Sen. Sheila Kuehl, the city and the school
district. It’s scheduled for Saturday, March
18, 10 a.m. to noon, in the JAMS cafete-
ria.

(For more information, check the
Friends of Sunset Park Web site at
www.friendsofsunsetpark.org, send e-mail
to FriendsofSP@yahoo.com or call 310-
358-7117.)

Residents of Sunset Park
can be your friends or foes

´
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Monica for three months from February to April of 2002,
after which he was terminated. Alexandre, who argued he
was wrongfully terminated, settled with his former
employer in an arbitration hearing. 

He wrote a letter to the DA’s office detailing allegations
of the abuses taking place at Honda. The letter was received
July 9, 2002. The next day, the investigation was launched.

According to Brooks, Alexandre claimed he received
several complaints of overcharges within the dealership’s
finance department. Some of the complaints included
“packing,” whereby after-market products were being
added onto sales contracts without buyers’ permission.
Alexandre claimed to have discovered a packing “glitch”
operating within Honda’s computer system that he
claimed could be traced to Hussain’s home computer.

According to the DA’s Office, sales representatives at
Honda of Santa Monica also attached overcharges and
fake charges for LoJack systems, and what was called a
“California tire fee/doc fee,” “Touch of Class” and “tint.”
Wheel locks also were cited as part of the alleged scam.

On Oct. 7, 2002, Alexandre contacted Brooks and told
her he had met with Holterhoff, his predecessor, at a hotel
near LAX the previous month. At that meeting,
Holterhoff allegedly admitted to Alexandre illegal finan-
cial practices were occurring at Honda of Santa Monica
while he was general manager there. According to
Brooks’ testimony, Holterhoff told Alexandre he wanted
to address the problem “slowly” because “he didn’t want
to make a big deal of it.”

Alexandre’s motivation for informing authorities
about the bilking scheme was that “huge corporations
indicate huge corruption indicates huge profits,” Brooks
told the court. According to her testimony, customers
were being mischarged, overcharged and flat-out lied to
about charges that had been added to their contracts that
they supposedly hadn’t requested or specifically indi-

cated they didn’t want.
On Oct. 8, 2002, the DA’s office invited Holterhoff to

meet and discuss Alexandre’s claims. According to testi-
mony, Holterhoff came of his own volition. He told
Brooks and Los Angeles Deputy District Attorney Jeff
McGrath, a prosecutor for the case, that adding charges to
contracts did occur at Honda of Santa Monica while he
was general manager there. 

Holterhoff allegedly claimed they were practices that
had been going on prior to his assuming his responsibilities
and he “allowed them to continue,” Brooks told the court.

Holterhoff’s attorney, John Passanate, indicated during
his cross-examination of Brooks that his client oversaw
several aspects of the dealership that went beyond the
finance and sales departments. As a result, Holterhoff
dealt with customer complaints regarding sales only
when those complaints were presented to him by those
customers. Likewise, none of the customers who com-
plained to Brooks during her investigation complained to
Holterhoff about their dissatisfaction around the time of
their purchase.

More than $500,000 of theft etch was sold at Honda of
Santa Monica by its six fired employees, according to the
DA’s office. Under a recent settlement, an estimated
1,500 customers who were ripped off can expect to be
reimbursed in the next few months by Kramer Motors
Inc., the parent company of Honda of Santa Monica. 

The civil complaint’s settlement, which was signed by
a judge on Feb. 8, is separate from the criminal cases
against the six defendants. 

Los Angeles Deputy District Attorney Dana Aratani
said the reimbursements range from $100 to $1,000, with
the average claim being $400. It’s estimated that Kramer
Motors will pay back about $829,000 in reimbursements.  

Testimony on Wednesday is expected to include more
cross-examination of witnesses. The preliminary hearing is
expected to continue until Friday and possibly into next
week.

Preliminary hearing likely
to continue through Friday
FRAUD, from page 1

for Amman, Jordan, left her family behind earlier this month
and joined five other Iraqi women as part of a delegation to
Congress, where they intend to hand over millions of signa-
tures from women who oppose the war. 

They’re also speaking to ordinary folks whenever they can
about the damaging toll the war has taken on Iraqi families and,
in particular, women who often bear the brunt of the violence.

The delegation is sponsored by anti-war groups
CodePink and the Women Say No To War campaign as
part of Women’s History Month and the third anniversary
of the war in Iraq, to be acknowledged this Saturday with
a march in Hollywood.

Each woman has visited cities across the United
States, with Al-Araji giving speeches and interviews on
the West Coast.

During her speech at SMC, Al-Araji was passionate,
and at times emotional, as she told of her son’s kidnap-
ping at the hands of rogue cops looking for ransom,
something that occurs daily in Baghdad.

“For four days he was held. You can’t imagine my life
in those days, horrible,” she said. “I’ve lived through
bombings, wars … but nothing can compare to this. The
streets are no longer safe. The university is no longer
safe. There is no security. Imagine not being able to go to
school, your job, the market, not even your own back-
yard. Everything — life — it’s frozen.”

Al-Araji said her family had to pay “thousands of dol-
lars” for the release of her son. 

A critic of the war and the interim Iraqi government,
Al-Araji writes a blog on the Internet called “A Family in
Baghdad,” which can be accessed at www.afamilyinbagh-
dad.blogspot.com. She said when her son was kidnapped
from Baghdad University, she pulled all of her blogs
immediately because she feared if those responsible found

out who she was, they would have killed Al-Araji’s son.
“I was lucky,” she said. “I had the money to pay for my

son, but what about the regular Iraqis who don’t have that
kind of money?”

A Shia married to a Sunni Arab, Al-Araji said she is
appalled by news stories that promote sectarian violence and
report that the country is headed toward a civil war among
the three main ethnic groups there: Shia, Sunni and Kurd.

“The Iraqi people refuse the idea of a civil war,” she
said. “We have lived together for thousands of years. My
husband is Sunni. How can he be my enemy?”

Al-Araji believes corrupt officials here and in Iraq, as
well as terrorists from outside the country, are responsible
for fueling the recent surge in bombings against both the
Shia and Sunni, including attacks on mosques and the
mass assassinations of young men from both groups. The
purpose is to incite a civil war so the United States can con-
tinue to build bases in Iraq and launch offensives against
neighboring counties in the Middle East, Al-Araji said.

“If you really care about the future of Iraq, you would tell
your administration to put a deadline on the removal of
troops and stop building bases,” Al-Araji said. “We don’t
want your sacrifices. Get your hands out of Iraq and leave
it up to the Iraqi people … You say you want to give us free-
dom. Well, thank you, my dear. I don’t need your freedom.”

Al-Araji also said people should donate money to Iraqi
families who are struggling to eat within a war zone. Al-
Araji said $50 to a family in Iraq would mean another
month of survival.

“There is a saying in my country: Under (former
President) Saddam Hussein, we were living under one
thief,” she said. “Now there are thousands of thieves. I
can’t be a dreamer and say everything is going to be OK
(if troops leave). But I know that it has been three years
since the invasion, and what do we have to show for it
except more violence?”

Iraqi woman asks residents to
call for U.S. troop withdrawal
IRAQI WOMAN, from page 1
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emergency medical care. 
Tomarken, 63, and his wife, 41, took off from Santa

Monica Airport at 9:35 a.m. en route to Brownfield
Municipal Airport. Five minutes later, Tomarken radioed
the control tower and reported engine trouble. Sources
involved in the recovery of the plane said that the engine
blew up in mid air, causing it to lose altitude quickly.

Witnesses said they saw the plane flying south over the
bay when it tried to turn back toward the airport. Due to
the angle of the plane’s descent, it became clear to
onlookers that the plane wasn’t going to make it to land,
let alone the airport. The plane slammed into the water
with a large splash. It rested on the surface for a minute
or less and then sank rapidly, witnesses said.

Tomarken, the host of the mid-’80s game show “Press
Your Luck,” was pronounced dead at the scene. His wife
was transported to a local hospital, but died before she
arrived, authorities said.

Without a flight data recorder on board, investigators
hope the autopsy will give them a better idea of what hap-
pened before and after the crash. They also hope the
autopsy will determine the physical condition Peter
Tomarken, believed to be the pilot, prior to take off. 

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB),
which is responsible for determining the cause of the crash,
wants to know if Tomarken suffered from a heart attack or
seizure before the accident and whether that caused his
death, or if he and his wife drowned after the plane sank.

Officials are also examining a video taken by Japanese
tourists of the accident. The video may provide clues as
to what Tomarken was doing prior to the crash — whether
he was trying to make an emergency landing or had sim-
ply lost control of the aircraft.

“We aren’t sure if the video will be helpful, but we
look at every piece of evidence,” said Jeff Rich, regional
director of the NTSB. “Sometimes there are video and
audio recordings we can use to look at the sound spec-
trum and the frequencies to tell us the speed the engine
was running, things like that. Sometimes it can be very
useful. Sometimes videos aren’t.”

The first step in the investigation was pulling the plane
out of the surf, where it settled in about 19 feet of water,
roughly 400 feet off shore. 

Los Angeles County Lifeguard divers surveyed the
plane, took underwater photos for NTSB officials, and
then tied balloon-like floaters to lift it slowly off the
ground. They then tied ropes around the aircraft, and a
bulldozer was used to drag it to shore, where the engine
was washed thoroughly to remove any salt water.

“Salt water immediately begins to corrode anything

that it touches, so if you don’t rinse (the engine) with
fresh water and preserve it with diesel oil or some kind of
oil, you really won’t have anything to look at,” Rich said.
“In three or four days, salt water can turn the engine into
white powder.”

The wings were then cut off so that it could be trans-
ported by truck to a private facility in Pair Blossom, Calif.

Investigators will now deconstruct the aircraft, starting
with the engine and internal controls. They will also
comb over flight records, the plane’s maintenance histo-
ry, the Tomarkens’ health records, as well as their flying
records. Weather conditions the day of the accident will
also be considered, Rich said.

The investigation is expected to take at least six
months, Rich said.

“We only have eight investigators for Arizona, Nevada
… Hawaii … and about 350 incidents a year,” Rich said. 

NTSB officials praised the many agencies involved in
the rescue and salvation operation. Kristi Dunks, who is
leading the investigation into the crash, said the aircraft
was recovered quickly, and that there was “excellent
cooperation” among agencies, which included the Los
Angeles County fire and sheriff’s departments, the Santa
Monica Police and Fire departments, the U.S. Coast
Guard and Santa Monica’s harbor patrol. 

As soon as the Tomarkens’ Beechcraft smashed into
the 53-degree waters, lifeguards were already responding
to the accident and were in the water within minutes,
according to bystanders who witnessed the crash as well
as investigators.

Other agencies quickly joined in the rescue attempt.
“Before the plane even hit the water, the lifeguards

were on it,” said John Trumbull, who was walking his dog
on a path near the beach and saw the plane hit. “There
was no delay at all. They were there in a heartbeat.”

Authorities said the swift response was due in large
part to the advanced warning they received from Santa
Monica Airport, as well as the close proximity of the
crash to a lifeguard working near the area. 

Lifeguard specialist Dave Estey, who witnessed the
plane having trouble from the lifeguard station at the pier,
said lifeguards are trained to deal with plane crashes in the
ocean and had trained just weeks prior to the crash in near-
ly the same location the Tomarkens’ plane went down.

“Our dive team trains twice a month, practicing drills
just like this in the event a small plane goes down,” Estey
said. “But they never go quite like the rehearsals do.”

For resident Tyrone Thompson, the rescue team per-
formed above and beyond what was expected. “The plane
just went down so fast, I don’t think there was anything
they could have done,” he said. “They were incredible
though. They deserve all the credit in the world.” 

Lifeguards, agencies praised for
speedy response to crash in SM Bay
CRASH, from page 1

Photo courtesy of SMFD
The plane that crashed into Santa Monica Bay on Monday was hauled off the beach after crews cut the aircraft into sec-
tions with a chainsaw.
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LNG terminal’s future uncertain
By The Associated Press

VENTURA — An environmental impact study shows
an offshore liquefied natural gas terminal wouldn’t
endanger Oxnard or other communities.

But the 2,528-page report released Monday by the
California State Lands Commission said an accident or
terrorist attack could reach into fishing areas and ship-
ping lanes.

The project’s safety features mitigate those dangers,
the report said.

A vapor fire could affect an area about 7.3 miles
away from the offshore LNG terminal, which would be
about 14 miles off the Oxnard coast.

An Australian mining company wants to build the
floating LNG terminal. The report said BHP Billiton
would change a pipeline route to bypass an elementary
school and the firm would get air quality exemptions.

“We have to go through it (the report) very, very
carefully,” environmentalist Susan Jordan said. “There’s
never been a facility done like this anywhere in the
world. That’s why analyzing it is both difficult and
extremely important.”

LNG is conventional natural gas chilled to about 260
degrees below zero, at which point it turns to liquid and
shrinks to one-six-hundredth of its original volume,
making it feasible to transport by ship. It would be con-
verted to gas again at the floating terminal and sent to
shore in pipelines.

The project needs approval from the Lands
Commission, the U.S. Coast Guard and the U.S.
Maritime Administration. Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger
could veto the plan but has said he supports the con-
cept.

Monday’s report, prepared by the state with input
from federal agencies, reflects that new information. It
also begins a 45-day review process that will include
public hearings in Oxnard, Malibu and Santa Clarita.

Beach reopens following cleanup
By The Associated Press

MANHATTAN BEACH — A stretch of beach fouled by
sewage two months ago was finally reopened by health
officials who assured beachgoers the sand was safe.

Supervisor Don Knabe had told Los Angeles County
health and sanitation officials he wanted to review test
results and cleanup procedures personally before
reopening the beach to the public.

In a statement Monday, Knabe said he was satisfied.
Yellow tape barricades were removed from a football
field-sized area south of the pier and the beach
reopened.

“I have reviewed the test results by both departments
and I am satisfied by their reports that efforts to clean
up the beach have been successful,” Knabe said.

On Jan. 15, an estimated 2 million gallons of sewage
flowed onto the sand and out to the ocean because of a
pumping plant failure. Officials reopened it Jan. 25
after two days of chlorinating the area and exposing it
to sunlight.

But test results revealed an elevated level of fecal
bacteria in the sand, forcing a second closure of the
area.

Ventura considers emergency status
By The Associated Press

VENTURA — The county may declare a state of emer-
gency so dredging permits can be obtained to remove a
growing sandbar that threatens to seal off Channel
Islands Harbor.

A tall sailing ship got stuck on the sandbar a year ago
and recreational boaters and the U.S. Coast Guard
would be stranded if the harbor entrance was blocked.

The Board of Supervisors this week considers
declaring a state of emergency that would allow the
Army Corps of Engineers to exempt Ventura County
from state environmental rules and dredging could start
as early as Thursday.

The $700,000 dredging contract would go to Seattle-
based Manson Construction, which just finished dredg-
ing work in Ventura Harbor. Harbormaster Jack Peveler

said it means Manson will waive a $1 million charge
required to move dredging equipment in place.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency would
pay 75 percent of the cost, the state would pick up 18.75
percent and the county would pay 6.25 percent, or
$43,750.

Last winter’s rains are to blame for the sandbar.
Large deposits of sand from the Santa Clara and
Ventura rivers were carried by unusually strong currents
to the harbor’s entrance.

In March 2005, the 90-foot-tall sailing ship Irving
Johnson capsized on the sandbar. No one was injured,
though some of its 10 crew members and 10 passengers
fell into the water as the vessel bobbed in the waves.

Feds want AIDS funds back
By The Associated Press

SANTA ANA — Federal officials have demanded
Orange County return nearly $150,000 in misspent
AIDS funds.

Orange County health officials have been in negoti-
ations for a year with the federal Health Resources and
Services Administration over a two-year grant given
pastor Aubrey Keys and his New Millennium
Community Coalition.

New Millennium, a county-funded service contract-
ed to do AIDS outreach in the black community, did not
keep adequate records of clients’ race or HIV status,
federal officials said.

County officials were under a federal mandate to use
minority-run organizations to help minorities, but the
county was unable to tell if New Millennium helped
anyone.

Federal officials said county healthcare managers
did such a poor job overseeing New Millennium that
the county should pay back $143,328.

County Executive Officer Tom Mauk conceded
“there were problems” with New Millennium but he
called the healthcare agency “the best, if not one of the
best, run departments in the county.”

While county officials admit some general problems
in overseeing the grant, they mainly blame a federal
mandate in 2000 that required AIDS minority funds to
be managed by nonprofit organizations run mostly by
minorities.

“That’s un-American,” Supervisors Chairman Bill
Campbell said. “What is American is if you want to
deliver a service to someone, you find the best person
to deliver it. The federal government is at fault for put-
ting the program in place in the first place.”

Tire-shooting cop put on leave
By The Associated Press

PALM SPRINGS — A police officer who shot the tires
of a burglary suspect allegedly trying to run him down
has been placed on paid administrative leave.

The officer, whose name was withheld, wasn’t hurt
and his placement on paid administrative leave was
described as routine after a shooting.

The officer shot the tires of a Ford Crown Victoria at
about 3 a.m. Monday after the driver allegedly tried to
run over the officer investigating a car burglary report
at the Coco Cabana condominiums, officials said.

The driver, Alberto Felipe Ramirez, 26, of Indio, was
arrested and booked for investigation of assault with a
deadly weapon on a peace officer, attempted auto theft
and auto burglary, police said.

Convicted woman gets life sentence
By The Associated Press

RIVERSIDE — A Corona woman convicted of shoot-
ing to death a 21-year-old mother because she alleged-
ly slashed her car tires could be sentenced to 103 years
to life in prison.

Jurors on Monday convicted Valeria Gloria Juarez of
first-degree murder, which carries a 25-years-to-life
sentence. But she faces the additional prison time
because she used a gun and has a prior conviction.

She will be sentenced April 14.
Deputy District Attorney Michelle Paradise said Juarez

was one of the most glib defendants she ever prosecuted.

STATE BRIEFSBitch!
Whine!

Complain!
Check Out the Question of the Week on Page 3 and let us hear what you have to say
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Keep Up With The Joneses
With 18,000 bus stops all over town, we’re just around 
the corner. So impress your neighbors with your ability 
to skip traffic and save money. Go Metro.

Go Metro To The LA Marathon 
Use Metro Rail to stay out front for all the action as 
thousands of runners, bicyclists and spectators come 
out for the 21st Annual LA Marathon on Sunday, 
March 19. Use the Trip Planner at metro.net to plan 
your day and check for bus detours caused by the race. 

Save 50% At LA Home Show 
Take Metro to the 30th Annual Home Remodeling 
& Decorating Show March 17-19 at the Los Angeles 
Convention Center and get a 50% discount off the 
admission price. Just show your valid Metro pass 
or Metro Rail ticket at the box office to receive 
the discount.

Become A Metro Bus Operator 
Metro is now hiring bus operators. Enjoy excellent 
benefits and earn $10 an hour while you train. No
previous experience required and complete training 
provided. For more information, call 213.922.DRIVE
or check the jobs listing online at metro.net.

It’s Your Metro Service, Help Plan It 
Get involved in improving transit service in your 
community. Attend Metro Westside/Central’s
governance council meeting April 4 at 6:30 pm 
at the La Cienega Tennis Center, 325 S. La Cienega 
Boulevard, Beverly Hills. For information, search 
for “Metro Westside/Central” at metro.net.
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BY ALICIA CHANG
AP Science Writer

LOS ANGELES — First there was Google Earth, then
Google Moon.

On Monday, Google Inc. expanded its galactic reach
by launching Google Mars, a Web browser-based map-
ping tool that gives users an up-close, interactive view of
the Red Planet with the click of a mouse.

The Martian maps were made from images taken by
NASA’s orbiting Mars Odyssey and Mars Global Surveyor.

Google Mars doesn’t provide driving directions, but
users can see the planet in three different formats: The
Martian elevation map is color-coded by altitude; the vis-
ible-imagery map shows the surface in black-and-white
pictures; the infrared map indicates temperature, with
cooler areas dark and warmer areas bright.

Users can also zoom in on any of the three maps to
view geographical features such as mountains,
canyons, dunes and craters. The maps also pinpoint
the locations of unmanned space probes that have
landed on Mars.

The up-to-date maps even include the locations of the
NASA rovers Spirit and Opportunity, which have been
exploring opposite ends of the planet since 2004, said
Phil Christensen, an Arizona State University planetary
geologist who operates an infrared camera on the Mars
Odyssey. Arizona State partnered with Google to create
the maps.

While countless Mars images are already available on
the Internet — mostly through NASA’s Mars mission
Web sites — the developers of Google Mars said this is
the first time that members of the public can explore
Mars on their own.

“The idea is to look at Mars and not think of it as a
mysterious alien place,” Christensen said.

Christensen said the Martian maps would most likely
be updated every few weeks.

Last week, another spacecraft, the Mars
Reconnaissance Orbiter, successfully slipped into orbit
around the planet, joining the Mars Odyssey and Mars
Global Surveyor.

Since the Reconnaissance Orbiter is the most powerful
spacecraft ever to orbit Mars, Christensen said, scientists
may eventually incorporate its data into Google Mars.

Last summer, the Mountain View-based Internet
search engine unveiled Google Earth, a three-dimen-
sional, satellite-based mapping service that allowed
browsers to interactively explore their neighborhood or
far-flung places.

Google Earth was followed by Google Moon, which
showed the locations of all six Apollo moon landings.

Google launched its Martian mapping service on what
would have been the 151st birthday of astronomer
Percival Lowell, who studied the Red Planet for more
than two decades.

“We hope you enjoy your trip to Mars,” Chikai
Ohazama, a Google Earth team member, wrote in a blog.

Google launches interactive
mapping tool of Red Planet

By The Associated Press

SANTA CATALINA ISLAND — Funding to restore bald
eagles to Santa Catalina Island was cut out of a $25 mil-
lion plan to deal with the lingering effects of tons of DDT
dumped into the ocean.

The 25-year-old effort to reintroduce the birds to
Catalina will no longer receive money from a fund estab-
lished to dole out about $140 million in DDT lawsuit set-
tlements, it was announced Monday.

No more support will be given to five breeding pairs
of bald eagles on the island until it is determined whether
they can survive and flourish on their own.

“We are extremely disappointed,” said Ann Muscat, pres-
ident of the Catalina Island Conservancy. “We don’t think it’s
the best thing for the eagles or for the island’s ecosystem.”

Funding will continue for the reintroduction of the
birds on Santa Cruz and other nearby Channel Islands
that already have about two dozen birds.

Bald eagles once flourished on the islands off the
Southern California coast but they disappeared in the
1960s as DDT dumped in the ocean polluted their food
chain. The now-banned pesticide made the birds’
eggshells brittle.

Since 1991, money to reintroduce the birds to Catalina
has come from a fund created by Montrose Chemical Co.,
other companies and about 100 municipalities that used
the ocean for dumping. Three federal and three state
agencies oversee the money.

An estimated 100 tons of DDT remain on the ocean
floor off the Palos Verdes Peninsula, and the chemicals
continue to accumulate in marine life. The contamination
is worse on Catalina than on other islands and the eggs
there are so fragile they have to be incubated.

Even then, only about one in five produced chicks last

year, said Annie Little, bird biologist for the Montrose
Settlements Restoration Program.

The hatching rate hasn’t improved over the years,
said Greg Baker, program manager for the restora-
tion program.

Funds provided for Catalina eagle work will be sus-
pended but the birds will be monitored to determine if
they can survive on their own, he said.

The funding announcement was a blow to Dave
Garcelon, who began the reintroduction program and
formed the Arcata-based Institute for Wildlife Studies.

The Catalina program costs about $120,000 a year and
without the settlement money, “the program will have to
be somewhat scaled back,” he said. “But we’re going to
do the best we can.”

The California Coastal Commission supported keep-
ing the Catalina funding in a vote last December. It does
not have direct authority over the settlement money but
does have the option of seeking mediation or suing.

The commission will discuss its options at an upcom-
ing meeting, said Mark Delaplaine, federal consistency
supervisor for the state agency.

“The commission and the federal agencies are equal
partners” in the settlement money program, he said.

“That means we’re supposed to work things out,” he
said. “The law says they have to be consistent, but the law
is silent on who gets the final say.”

The $25 million wildlife plan announced Monday
would include money to remove feral cats from San
Nicolas Island to protect colonies of western gulls and
double-crested cormorants. Santa Cruz Island projects
would help two other species, Cassin’s auklet and the
ashy storm-petrel.

Some money also will be used for coastal wetlands
restoration.

Funding halted for reintroduction
of bald eagles to Catalina Island

“We hope you enjoy your
trip to Mars.”

CHIKAI OHAZAMA
Google Earth team member
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Question: May our homeowner associa-
tion prohibit us from displaying the
American flag on our property?

Answer: No. A homeowner association
may not adopt a rule that prevents a per-
son from displaying a flag of the United
States on private property unless it is used
in conjunction with an advertising display.
They may prevent you from attaching the
flag to the common areas.

Question: In reviewing the bylaws and
Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions
(CC&Rs) of our homeowner association,

our board has noted several conflicts.
Which document takes precedence?

Answer: CC&Rs take precedence over
bylaws when a conflict occurs.

Question: Will transferring title to my
home to a living trust cause a reassess-
ment under Proposition 13?

Answer: Absolutely not.

Question: Will transferring title to my
home to a living trust put me in danger of
having my lender call the loan due?

Answer: No. Under California law, a
lender may not accelerate the maturity of
a loan as a result of the owner transferring
title to a living trust.

Question: The board of directors of our
townhome association has decided to rent
out several guest parking spaces to indi-

vidual members of our association. Can
they legally do this? Their action has cre-
ated a shortage of visitor parking spaces.

Answer: Absent a highly unusual provi-
sion in your CC&Rs, the answer is no. The
common area is owned by all members of
the association and may be used by or for the
benefit of all members of the association.

In addition, many cities prohibit the
conversion of guest parking spaces to non-
guest use. You may check with your local
city or county building department con-
cerning such restrictions.

Question: I live within a large home-
owner association that includes a lake
that is surrounded by homes. My home
is not within view of the lake, nor do we
use it. It seems unfair for us to be
assessed for the maintenance of the lake
when we can’t even see it. Do we have

any recourse?
Answer: Other than moving, no. If your

CC&Rs require that you pay a share of the
maintenance, you must do so. It is a con-
tractual obligation you agreed to when
you purchased your home. 

Even if you cannot see the lake or
don’t use it for recreational purposes, it
is a unique amenity that increases the
value of your property.

(Michael T. Chulak is a partner with
Chulak Shiffman Quisenberry & Drescher
LLP, Attorneys at Law. Questions can be
sent via e-mail to info@CSQDLaw.com.
Answers are general in nature. An attor-
ney should always be consulted when
legal advice is needed. For more informa-
tion, visit these two Web sites:
w w w. C S Q D L a w. c o m and
www.HoaQandAnswer:com.)

Patriotism can’t be dictated by association
THE HOA 
ADVISOR

BY MICHAEL CHULAK

Holding title as a Tenant In Common
(TIC) is defined as a form of asset owner-
ship in which two or more persons have an
undivided fractional interest in which the
ownership interests are not required to be
equal, can be inherited and each co-owner
has a separate deed. The IRS has provided
15 guidelines by which a TIC ownership
interest will qualify for a tax deferred
1031 exchange. These guidelines can be
found in Revenue Procedure 2002-22 and
are as follows:

1. Tenant In Common ownership: There
can be no other way of holding title to the
property other than Tenants In Common.

2. Number of co-owners: There can be
no more than 35 persons who acquire
interest in the property. The only excep-
tions to this is that a husband and wife are
treated as a single person, as are all per-
sons who acquire interests from the co-
owner though inheritance.

3. The co-ownership may not be treated
as a single entity: The group of co-owners
cannot treat itself as a partnership.
Example: A partnership will file a single
tax return and have one name for the
entire group. The IRS will generally not
approve of a property if the co-owners
held title to the property in a partnership
or corporation just prior to the formation
of the TIC ownership.

4. Co-ownership agreement: The co-
owners may, but are not obligated to, enter

into a limited co-ownership agreement
that may run with the land. As an exam-
ple: The agreement could include among
other things that a co-owner must give the
other co-owners first right of refusal to
purchase their interest, which must be at
fair market value and determined on the
date the right is exercised.

5. Voting: There must be unanimous
approval by the co-owners of the negotia-
tion/renegotiation of a contract for, and hir-
ing of a property manager; the sale of the
property, any lease for a portion or all of the
property, and any “blanket lean” (mort-
gage); and any negotiation/renegotiation of
such. For all other actions the co-owners
may agree to be bound by the outcome of a
vote decided by those holding 50 percent or
more of the undivided interests.

6. Restrictions on alienation: In gener-
al, each owner must have the right to
transfer its interest in the property without
approval of any person. Exceptions to this
rule are any restrictions required by a
lender as long as they are consistent with
customary commercial lending practices.
Example: The lender may require that the
whole property be refinanced to allow one
of the owners to transfer their interest in
the property. If you think you will sell
prior to the end of the holding period, be
sure to check this point with the sponsor
prior to signing loan documents.

7. Sharing proceeds and liabilities upon
the sale of the property:  When the proper-
ty is sold, all debt must be paid off prior to
distribution of any profits to owners.
Neither the manager, the sponsor nor
other co-owners are permitted to advance
funds for the expenses to a co-owner
unless the advance is “recourse” to the co-
owner and for a term of less than 31 days.

8. Proportionate sharing of profits and
losses: Each owner must share in all of the
income and expense associated with the
property according to the proportionate
share of its undivided interest.

9. Proportionate sharing of debt: Each
owner must share in a debt that is secured
by a mortgage on the property, in propor-
tion to its undivided interest.

10. Options: Any co-owner may issue
an option to purchase its interest provided
that the price reflects its fair market value
of the property at the time the option is
exercised.

11. No business activities: The co-own-
ers’ activities must be limited to those cus-
tomarily performed in maintaining and
repairing the property. This rule does not
apply if the co-owner owns an undivided
interest for less than six months. This part
of the rule is meant to allow for a sponsor
to prepare the property to be sold as a TIC.

12. Management and brokerage agree-
ments: The fees charged for all brokerage
and management agreements must be at
fair market value, must be renewed no less
than once a year, and can be the sponsor or
a co-owner but not a lessee. The fees
negotiated for these services may not be
dependent on the amount of income
received from the property.

13. Leasing agreements: All lease
agreements must be valid for federal tax
purposes and reflect their fair market
value for the specific type of use specified
in the lease. The amount of rent cannot
depend on the amount of any income or
profits produced by the property with the
exception of an amount based upon a per-
centage of sales receipts of the lessee (per-
centage rent).

14. Loan agreements: Any lender for

debt that encumbers the property may not
be a related person to the sponsor, any co-
owner, the manager or any lessee of the
property.

15. Payments to the sponsor: Any pay-
ment to a sponsor for the acquisition of
the TIC interest must reflect the fair mar-
ket value for the service and the value of
the interest at the time of the purchase.

Although holding title in the form of
TIC has been around for a long time, for
most of us the concept is new. The above
guidelines are provided by the IRS to
structure TICs in a way that will qualify
them for a 1031 exchange, providing
another avenue for an investor to contin-
ue to increase their cash flow and net
worth.

(You can reach Christina Porter at 1-
877-4 TM 1031, or e-mail her at christi-
na@tm1031exchange.com to discuss your
specific needs. TM 1031 Exchange assists
investors in planning and executing suc-
cessful real estate investment strategies.
Visit www.tm1031exchange.com for a
complete list of investment properties and
to download the TM 1031 Tool Kit. TM
1031 Exchange successfully did more than
$100 million of 1031 exchanges in 2005.)

‘Tenant in common’ has broad meaning
IN YOUR
SPACE

BY CHRISTINA S. PORTER

Walking to the nearest newsstand increases circulation.
SSanta MMonica DDaily PPress
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Living La Vida Local
30,000 sq.ft. of Inglewood M1 land  
GREAT LOCATION! GREAT VISIBILITY! 

Jodi Summers  *
310.309.4219 *

Boardwalk Realty
jodis@boardwalkrealty.com

Asking price: $1,699,000
929 West Hyde Park Blvd., Inglewood offer 30,871 feet of INM1 -
zoned Light Industrial land sandwiched between La Cienega + Hyde

Park, just north of Florence Blvd. EZ freeway access makes this location
particularly sexy. Property records site 4,540+ sq.ft. of industrial build-
ings– some concrete block, some corrugated metal + additional vehicle
storage.  Buildings are clean. Lots of vehicle storage space. Centrally

located light industrials are hard to find.

Glen Michaelsen

1-800-931-6436x699
Email: info@team24-7realty.com
Web: www.team24-7realty.com4644 Admiralty Way, Marina Del Rey, CA, 90292

1253 11th  Street, #5, Santa Monica, 90401

Fred Nabati

Description: Spacious light & bright move-in condition 3 level townhouse
minutes from the beach in sought after Santa Monica area. Large bed-
rooms with ample closets. Large living room with fireplace & balcony that
leads to inviting remodeled kitchen with granite countertops. Bonus Loft
great for office! Central Air/Heat, Heat Circulator, Vacuum System, Alarm
system, 3 balconies, Child Secure*, Private Direct Access 2 car garage &
storage with dumb-waiter!!

2 Beds + 2.5 Baths, 1,614 sq. ft. built in 1992
Price: Call for Price

Status: NOT ON MLS - LIMITED TIME

An Ocean Park senior citizen was star-
tled when a real estate agent brought an
unsolicited offer for the corner storefronts
he’d owned for decades. Now he was torn.
He didn’t really want to sell because he
enjoyed the monthly income, but if he
sold, it would free him from responsibili-
ty. But then there was the issue of capital
gains. He talked to his accountant about it.
His accountant suggested a 1031
exchange. 

“It used to be that on a scale of one to
10 in importance in estate plans, real
estate was about a five. Now it’s at eight,”
notes attorney Yaron Hassid. “Real estate
values have been going up so rapidly that
it’s now seen as a safe investment. Five
years ago, the stock market was perceived
to be safe with 10 percent returns.” 

If you own (or want to own) an invest-
ment property, a 1031 exchange can
become the basis for increasing your real
estate wealth by making periodic trades up
for larger properties.

Suppose you purchased a triplex north
of Wilshire during the real estate dip of in
the early ’90s. These days, the property is
valued more than $1 million, but thanks to
rent control, you’re bringing in about
$40,000 per year in revenues. As author-
ized by Internal Revenue Code 1031, you
can exchange that property for something
more desirable — say a three-unit shop-
ping center with a billboard bringing in
$168,000 per year in revenues. 

Internal Revenue Code 1031 has
allowed tax-deferred exchanges of
investment and business properties since
1921. To qualify for tax-deferral when
selling a property, an individual is
required to trade an income-generating
property used for investment or business
for a “like kind” property (or properties)
equal to or greater than the equity of the
one they are selling. 

A qualified tax-deferred trade up is
viewed, tax wise, as one continuous
investment. So, if you exchange your
property, you avoid paying taxes. 

There is no limit to the number of times
or the frequency you can use IRC 1031 to
escalate your real estate wealth without
paying capital gains taxes. Buy a fixer on
Tuesday, sell it Thursday, by a bigger fixer
next Tuesday. As long as it’s an investment
property and not a primary residence,
you’re good to go.

Noted real estate columnist Bob Bruss
cites at least 10 reasons for exchanging
real estate:

1. Pyramid your investment equity
without tax erosion of your sale profit.

2. Minimize or eliminate the need for
new mortgage financing on the property
acquired. 

3. Get rid of an undesirable property
that is difficult to sell and acquire a better
property. 

4. Increase the investor’s depreciable
basis. 

5. Acquire a property that better meets
the investor’s needs, such as more cash
flow or easier management. 

6. Partially defer profit tax by trading
down to a smaller property that suits the
owner’s needs. 

7. Avoidance of depreciation recapture
tax when selling a property.

8. Refinance either before or after the
trade to take out tax-free cash.

9. Accept an unexpected purchase offer
to sell a currently owned property without
owing tax.

10. Completely avoid capital gains tax
by still owning the last property in a chain
of tax-deferred trades when you die.

Commonly known as a Starker
Exchange, Internal Revenue Code
1031(a)(3) allows an investor to sell prop-
erty and have the sales proceeds held by a
qualified third party while they purchase
their replacement property or properties.
IRS time limits give the investor 45 days to
choose the next properties, and 180 to
complete the tax-deferred transaction. 

“If you don’t have everything lined up,
you can miss those deadlines,” says
Margaret McDonnell, president of 1031
Corp. “It sounds like a long time, espe-
cially the fact that you have 180 days to
close on a new place, but it’s really very
short.”

Another option is a reverse exchange.
As of late 2000, IRS Revenue Procedure
2000-37 has allowed the replacement
property to be acquired by the third-party

accommodator and held until the old
property is sold. 

Death is the ultimate tax shelter. Any
capital gains tax you would have owed if
you sold your real property (and other
assets) is forgiven upon your death, and
your property heirs receive a new
“stepped-up tax basis.” 

For details, consult your accountant.

(Jodi Summers is director of the invest-
ment division at Boardwalk Realty Santa
Monica. For your real estate needs, e-mail
her at jodis@boardwalkrealty.com, or call
310-309-4219.)

When it doubt on your
real estate, exchange it

DAYS ON
THE MARKET

BY JODI SUMMERS

“It used to be that on a
scale of one to 10 in

importance in estate plans,
real estate was about a
five. Now it’s at eight.”

YARON HASSID
Attorney

Good thing you recycle your paper...

Chances are you’re reading it again.

SSanta MMonica DDaily PPress
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BBOB GGABRIEL IINSURANCE

California survey shows Mercury Insurance Auto
rates to be the most competetive in this area.

Phone Quotes Available

Providing Professional & Personalized Service Since 1936

Auto Experts Life, Disability & Pension

Homeowners Commercial & Business

Workers Compensation Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies 
including MERCURY INSURANCE

310.829.0305
2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

We encourage you to visit the Santa

Monica Historical Society Museum —

The Archives of Santa Monica. 

1539 Euclid (310) 395-2290

99546014

BY JACQUES BILLEAUD
Associated Press Writer

PHOENIX — The top prosecutor in
Arizona’s most populous county said he
won’t let the availability of money or jail
space keep him from using a new state law
to prosecute people who pay immigrant
smugglers to sneak them across the border.

The seven-month-old law was meant to
punish immigrant smugglers, but
Maricopa County Attorney Andrew
Thomas said it also can be used against
the smugglers’ customers, who often face
nothing worse than a trip back across the
border when they are caught.

The recent decision by Thomas to pros-
ecute 48 illegal immigrants as co-conspira-
tors under the law has been criticized as
overreaching and potentially expensive if
applied on a wide scale. The 48 immigrants
were indicted Monday on charges of con-
spiracy to smuggle people into Arizona.

Tens of thousands of people try to cross
into Arizona illegally each year, making the
state the nation’s busiest illegal entry point.

Republican Rep. Jonathan Paton of
Tucson, an author of the new law, said the
state needs to crack down on people who
illegally cross the border but the measure
was intended to apply only to smugglers.

Thomas, who campaigned on the
promise of getting tough on illegal immi-
gration, said there won’t likely be evi-
dence in every case to prosecute those
who are being smuggled.

Still, Thomas said he would be disre-
garding the law if he didn’t try to hold the
smugglers’ customers accountable, even if
it’s expensive.

Thomas also said he won’t set a limit
on the amount of money to be used in
prosecuting those cases.

“From my standpoint as a prosecutor, I
can’t make decisions about whether to
charge defendants or not based on
resources,” Thomas said. “I can’t deter-

mine the size of the jail or even the size of
my own office.”

Democratic Rep. Ben Miranda of
Phoenix said Thomas will be selective in
prosecuting immigrants, because he could
easily bankrupt the county’s criminal jus-
tice system if he brings them all to court.

“He realizes that there is no political
benefit to him to incarcerate or charge
100,000 people, which could easily be
done, considering the number of people
who are here without documents,”
Miranda said. “So I wouldn’t expect him
to take it that far.”

Miranda, who is a lawyer, said the
courts will eventually reject Thomas’
interpretation of the law, while Thomas
predicted it would be upheld.

Paton said a distinction has to be made
between smugglers and those who pay to
be sneaked across the border.

“We do want to make sure people quit
coming over into this country illegally, but
it’s just like if you arrested all drug
addicts,” Paton said. “What would the cost
be if you arrested all of them under the
same laws that we have for dealing drugs
in certain quantities?”

Thomas said the law didn’t exempt the
customers of smugglers from prosecution.
No such exemptions have been proposed
at the Legislature, but another change is
being considered.

Authorities have found it hard to hold
illegal immigrants who are witnesses to
the crime when they haven’t been accused
of working as smugglers or charged with
state crimes. The Legislature is consider-
ing extending the time that authorities can
hold them as material witnesses.

Thomas said his interpretation isn’t
intended as a way to hold onto the wit-
nesses or encourage their cooperation.

“I am just enforcing the law as written,
and to the extent that I am able to fulfill a
campaign promise in the bargain, then so
be it,” Thomas said.

Prosecutor: No limit
on illegals charged

BY AMANDA LEE MYERS
Associated Press Writer

YUMA, Ariz. — Juan Cruz-Torralva
crossed the Arizona-Mexico desert with
his daughter last week because he wanted
a better life for her. But 12-year-old
Lourdes Cruz-Morales, will return to
Mexico in a casket.

Near the last leg of their three-day jour-
ney, a U.S. Border Patrol agent ran over
Cruz-Torralva and his daughter with his
truck near Dateland, Ariz.

The agent had spotted a dozen immi-
grants illegally crossing the desert and
was following them in the truck, accord-
ing to a report by the county attorney’s
office. When the agent got out of the
truck, he heard moaning and discovered
that he had run over Cruz-Torralva and his
daughter. At no time did he see the two,
according to the report.

Yuma County sheriff’s detectives ruled
the incident an accident. But Cruz-
Torralva was arrested on charges of
endangerment. The sheriff’s office argued

that by bringing his daughter with him
through the desert, Cruz-Torralva had
placed her within “risk of imminent
death” and eventually caused her death.

He was jailed March 8, but released
Monday after the county attorney’s office
said it wouldn’t prosecute the case. He was
released later that day and turned over to the
Border Patrol to be sent back to Mexico.

Cruz-Torralva, 28, a farm worker from
Oaxaca, Mexico, said he doesn’t under-
stand why he was in jail.

“They said it’s my fault for bringing her
here, that it’s my fault my daughter died.
But I wasn’t driving the truck,” Cruz-
Torralva, who speaks an indigenous lan-
guage and only limited Spanish, told The
Associated Press shortly before his
release.

His back is broken and he can barely
walk, his parents in Mexico are ill and
don’t have jobs.

“I just wanted her to get a good educa-
tion,” said Cruz-Torralva, explaining why
he brought her to the United States.

He had planned to take her to Oxnard,

Calif., where his wife was living with the
couple’s 2-month-old son. He wanted to
enroll his daughter in school and work in
the strawberry fields.

“I was looking for a better life,” he said.
“I needed money to send to my family.”

The Mexican consul general in Yuma
visited Cruz-Torralva on Monday after-
noon to tell him his case wasn’t going to
be prosecuted and he would be returned to
Mexico.

But with all that has happened to him
and the limited communication abilities,
Consul General Hugo Rene Oliva Romero
said Cruz-Torralva was still very con-
fused.

“He doesn’t understand what hap-
pened,” Romero said outside the jail
Monday. “He’s very concerned about the
body of his daughter.”

Romero said he was “very surprised”
Cruz-Torralva was arrested at all and just
hopes the man can begin healing, both
emotionally and physically.

Richard Hays, a spokesman with the
Border Patrol, declined to comment on the

case, saying an internal investigation was
ongoing.

Cruz-Torralva called his wife Saturday
to tell her what happened and she decided
to return to Mexico to be with family.
Cruz-Torralva said that’s all he wants to
do.

“My daughter is dead, and my mom
and dad are sick,” he said. “I’ve been in
jail for a week, I don’t have any money,
and I’m in pain.”

“I just want to leave this place and
never come back,” he added, wiping tears
from his eyes. “Never.”

Border crosser’s journey to United States ends with pain, grief

“I just want to leave this
place and never come

back.”

JUAN CRUZ-TORRALVA

YOUR OPINION MATTERS! Send your letters to Santa Monica Daily Press Attn. Editor: 1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202 Santa Monica • 90401 • editor@smdp.com

CAN’T FIND A DAILY PRESS NEWSTAND IN YOUR AREA? WE’LL TRY TO GET ONE TO YOU!

CALL US AT 310/458-7737SSanta MMonica DDaily PPress



INTERNATIONAL
Santa Monica Daily Press ❑ Wednesday, March 15, 2006 ❑ Page 13

MARCH MADNESS
$2.50 Drafts during all games

Now Serving Breakfast

St. Patty’s Day
Specials

3-7PM
$3.00 Green Beers
$6.00 Car Bombs

1/2 Price Appetizers

SPORTS GRILL
Next door to 14/Below

AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES
LUNCH TIME DELIVERY

133 SANTA MONICA BLVD
310.899.0076

AVAILABLE 1-4X PER WEEK

STARTING AT $35 PER WEEK
(Depending on size of office)

SPECIAL: SIGN UP FOR 3 MONTHS AND GET $100 OFF

SMALL OFFICE
CLEANING SERVICE

Quality Cleaning
(323) 605-7197

AMPLE PARKING AVAILABLE
1726 Colorado Ave., Santa Monica

Phone: (310) 829-3625   Fax: (310) 829-0254

BY ELLIOT SPAGAT
Associated Press Writer

MEXICALI, Mexico — Despite its name,
the All-American Canal has been leaking
water to the Mexican side of the desert
border for more than 60 years, nourishing
alfalfa, onion and cotton crops that might
otherwise wither.

Now the U.S. government is preparing
to line the earthen channel with concrete.
Mexican farmers’ loss will be California’s
gain: Scarce water that will no longer be
able to seep away instead will help flush
toilets and water lawns more than 100
miles west in San Diego.

And that would affect thousands of
families whose fields cover thousands of
acres around Mexicali, an industrial city
of 800,000 that is gobbling up farmland
on its outskirts. That’s because the lining
would prevent the replenishment of about
100 rural wells they use, according to crit-
ics of the project.

Nazario Ortiz, who farms 100 acres
about three miles inside Mexico, worries
that his hardscrabble community won’t
survive.

“Everything comes from the canal, so
everything is going to be ruined,” said
Ortiz, 46, who lives in a village where old
pickup trucks and unleashed dogs share
dirt roads. “How are people going to make
a living?”

It will be hard, Ortiz says, to stop his
sons — ages 22, 18 and 16 — from ille-
gally crossing the border to join relatives
in Los Angeles.

For many of its 82 miles the canal’s
green waters trace the U.S.-Mexico bor-
der, running through sand dunes and ver-
dant fields to California’s Imperial Valley,
where it is the lifeblood for 500,000 acres
of U.S. farmland.

The project to line 23 miles of the canal
is slated to begin this summer and be com-
pleted in 2008. Project managers expect
that the refit canal will capture enough
water for 135,000 new homes, mostly in
San Diego and its suburbs.

The deal is not, however, ironclad. A
group of Mexicali farmers and businesses
has sued in federal court in Las Vegas to stop
construction; a hearing is scheduled April 24.

Nearly 3,000 acres in Mexico depend
entirely on the All-American, according to
the Mexicali Economic Development
Council. California also relies on water
the canal siphons from the Colorado River
as one of the West’s major water sources
winds from the Rocky Mountains to the
Gulf of Mexico.

For years, water consumption spurred
by breakneck growth in Southern
California prompted Western states to

complain they weren’t getting their share.
The resolution was a water-redistribution
deal that included the $225 million lining
project, which will ease some of the pinch
California feels from being able to gulp
less water from the Colorado.

Mexico already gets 489 billion gallons
of Colorado River water each year.
Supporters of the lining project say that
that should suffice — that the canal’s
seepage is water Mexico isn’t entitled to
get.

“We don’t mind sharing, but enough is
enough,” said Stella Mendoza, who serves
on the board of the Imperial Irrigation
District, which oversees the canal and
solicited construction bids last month.

Colorado River water first flowed to
California’s arid southeast in 1901 on the
Alamo Canal, which dipped into Mexico.
California farmers soon decided they
needed a canal completely within the
United States, leading to completion of
the All-American in 1942.

Mexicans remember fishing on the
Alamo in the 1970s. Now it’s a bone-dry
ditch — full of old tires, empty jugs, soda
cans and carcasses of dogs, cats and cows
— that winds around sleepy villages in the
Mexicali Valley.

Farmers aren’t the only Mexicans fret-
ting about the concrete casing. Opponents
say lost seepage threatens about a dozen
hidden lagoons in Mexicali enjoyed by
outdoor lovers and hunters.

Critics also say migrants may die cross-
ing the canal because the concrete lining
will deprive desperate swimmers of tall
grasses to grab. While the canal appears
calm, migrants who cram onto inflatable
rafts can be swept away by a fierce under-
current.

Nine people died in the canal last year,
down from 29 in 2001, according to the
Imperial County coroner’s office.

The drop tracked a shift in border
crossings to Arizona, and deaths could rise
if more migrants return to crossing in
California. To prevent such deaths, crews
will build ladders 750 feet apart on both
sides of the concrete lining.

While Mexican farmers protest the
project most loudly, fearing that to recov-
er lost water they’ll have to dig deeper
wells and pay higher electricity bills, there
is surprising resistance in one California
border town. The city council of Calexico,
Calif., voted in January to oppose the
project, echoing the opinion of some
Imperial Valley farmers.

“I’m a farmer and those guys are farm-
ers,” said Tom Brundy, 49, a Calexico
farmer who sends his four children to a
private Catholic school in Mexicali. “I’d
hate to have it happen to me.”

U.S. plan to line canal with
concrete sparks opposition
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BY ALEXANDRA ZAVIS
Associated Press Writer

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Police in the past 24
hours have found the bodies of at least 85
people killed by execution-style shootings
— a gruesome wave of apparent sectarian
reprisal slayings, officials said Tuesday.

The dead included at least 27 bodies
stacked in a mass grave in an eastern
Shiite neighborhood of Baghdad.

The bloodshed — the second wave of
mass killings in Iraq since bombers
destroyed an important Shiite shrine last
month — followed weekend attacks in a
teeming Shiite slum in which 58 people
died and more than 200 were wounded.

Iraq’s Interior Ministry announced a
ban on driving in the capital to coincide
with the first meeting of the new parlia-
ment Thursday. The ban takes effect at 8
p.m. Wednesday and lasts until 4 p.m.
Thursday.

Squabbling over the composition of a
new government has delayed the inaugural
session since the results of Dec. 15 elections
were confirmed more than a month ago.

Leaders of Iraq’s main ethnic and reli-
gious blocs, meanwhile, began a series of
marathon meetings Tuesday to try to
break the deadlock. U.S. Ambassador
Zalmay Khalilzad, who has been shut-
tling between the main factions, joined
the session hosted by Shiite leader
Adbul-Aziz al-Hakim.

The stakes are high for Washington,
which hopes a strong and inclusive central
government can stabilize Iraq so U.S. forces
can start drawing down in the summer.

Most of the corpses were found in
Baghdad, while three were found in the
northern city of Mosul, police said.

Acting on an anonymous tip, police
found a 6-by-8-yard hole in an empty
field. It contained at least 27 dead men —
most of them in their underwear — in
Kamaliyah, a mostly Shiite east Baghdad
suburb, said Interior Ministry Lt. Col.
Falah al-Mohammedawi. He estimated
they had been dead for three days.

Residents offered scarves to help cover
the bodies, which were laid out on the
ground. Police guarded the site as mem-
bers of a Shiite militia dug for more
corpses. An Associated Press photogra-
pher took pictures of the grave but was
warned not to publish them.

An abandoned minibus containing 15
bodies was found Tuesday on the main
road between two mostly Sunni neighbor-
hoods in west Baghdad, not far from
where another minibus containing 18 bod-
ies was discovered last week, said Interior
Ministry official Maj. Falah al-
Mohammedawi.

At least 40 more bodies were discov-
ered in various parts of Baghdad, includ-
ing both Sunni and Shiite neighborhoods,
he said.

They included four men shot in the
head execution-style and hanged from
electricity pylons in Sadr City, where two
car bombs and four mortar rounds shat-
tered shops and market stalls at nightfall
Sunday as residents shopped for food.

Scores of frightened Shiite families have
fled predominantly Sunni parts of Baghdad
in recent weeks, some of them at gunpoint.
More than 100 families arrived between
Monday and Tuesday alone in Wasit
province, in the southern Shiite heartland,
said Haitham Ajaimi Manie, an official
with the provisional migration directorate.
More than 300 Baghdad families are now

sheltering in the province, he said.
The violence since the Feb. 22 bombing

of the famed golden dome atop the Shiite
Askariya shrine in Samarra has compli-
cated negotiations for Iraq’s first perma-
nent, post-invasion government. A care-
taker government has been in charge since
the December elections, and U.S. and
Iraqi officials fear the vacuum in authori-
ty is fueling the bloodshed.

Under pressure from Khalilzad, leaders
of the main ethnic and religious groups
agreed Sunday to meet daily until they can
unblock the political negotiations.

Among the most contentious issues is
Shiite Prime Minister Ibrahim al-Jaafari’s
candidacy for a second term. Kurdish,
Sunni and some secular leaders argue he is
too divisive and accuse him of doing too
little to contain reprisal attacks on Sunni
mosques and clerics after the Shiite shrine
was destroyed.

The Shiite United Iraqi Alliance is
itself divided over al-Jaafari. He won the
nomination by just one vote last month in
large part because of the support of radical
Shiite cleric Muqtada al-Sadr. Al-Hakim
favored Adil Abdul-Mahdi, one of two
current vice presidents.

Also present at Tuesday’s meeting were
President Jalal Talabani and Massoud
Barzani, leaders of the main Kurdish par-
ties; Dhafir al-Ani, an official with the
main Sunni bloc; and former Prime
Minister Ayad Allawi, a secular Shiite.

President Bush said insurgents were
trying to ignite a civil war by escalating
the violence.

“I wish I could tell you that the vio-
lence is waning and that the road ahead
will be smooth,” Bush said in the first of a
series of speeches to mark the third

anniversary of the start of the U.S.-led war
in Iraq. “It will not. There will be more
tough fighting and more days of struggle,
and we will see more images of chaos and
carnage in the days and months to come.”

Bomb blasts and shootings in Baghdad
and north of the capital, many of them target-
ing Iraqi police patrols, killed at least 15
more people Monday and wounded more
than 40. They included a U.S. soldier who
died in a roadside bombing, the military said.
A U.S. Marine was reported killed Sunday in
insurgent-plagued Anbar province.

The American deaths brought the num-
ber of U.S. military members killed to at
least 2,308 since the beginning of the Iraq
war in March 2003, according to an
Associated Press count.

Britain, the United States’ largest mili-
tary partner in Iraq, announced a 10 percent
— about 800-troop — reduction by May.

In Paris, a high-ranking U.S. official
expressed concern about security in Iraq’s
oil sector.

Stuart W. Bowen Jr., U.S. special
inspector general for Iraq reconstruction,
compared the rebuilding program to a
three-legged stool built on governance,
security and infrastructure: “Each of those
legs is a little wobbly right now,” he said.

Iraq currently produces 1.7 million to
1.8 million barrels of oil per day — far
short of the capacity of 2.8 million and
down from a  ost-invasion peak of 2.4 mil-
lion last summer, he said.

“The drop, since then, is connected pri-
marily to attacks,” he said, adding that
U.S. expectations on oil production were
too high. “There was an assumption that
has proven not to be accurate — that is,
that the Iraqis would be able to fund
recovery through their oil income.”

Police find at least 85 bodies in 24 hours

BY SARAH EL DEEB
Associated Press Writer

JERICHO, West Bank — Israeli forces
driving bulldozers and firing tank shells
burst into a Palestinian prison Tuesday and
removed dozens of inmates in a raid tar-
geting prisoners convicted of killing an
Israeli Cabinet minister.

Furious Palestinians attacked offices
linked to America and Europe, torching
the British Council building in Gaza City
and kidnapping a foreign employee of the
Red Cross in Gaza. Gunmen also seized
four guests — including two South
Korean journalists and a French woman
— from a Gaza City hotel.

The Palestinians blamed the Jericho
raid on the British and Americans, who
removed their monitors from the jail just
before the Israeli raid. There were a total
of 200 prisoners and guards in the jail at
the time of the raid.

Israel forced 170 prisoners out of the
jail wearing only their underwear. But one
of the main targets of the raid, Popular
Front for the Liberation of Palestine leader
Ahmed Saadat, held out inside.

“We are not going to surrender. We are
going to face our destiny with courage,”
he told Al-Jazeera television from the jail.

The operation was the most high-pro-
file Israeli incursion into a Palestinian
town in months and came just two weeks
before Israeli elections. Palestinians con-
demned the raid as a campaign stunt, and
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas
blamed the United States and British gov-

ernments.
American and British observers who

had monitored the jail for the past four
years withdrew just before the raid, citing
security concerns. The Israeli government
ordered the raid because the monitors
were withdrawn, the army said. Israel said
the Palestinians were to blame for violat-
ing an agreement on detaining the
Palestinians accused of killing the Israeli
minister in 2001.

Saadat told Al-Jazeera, which broad-
cast the raid throughout the Arab world,
that he held Abbas partly responsible, say-
ing he should have gotten him out of
prison sooner. As he spoke, an explosion
was heard in the background, and Saadat
said: “I can’t continue. The situation is
very difficult.” Then he hung up.

In Jericho, dozens of prisoners in their
underwear came of the prison building
and were searched and blindfolded by
Israeli troops. Some of them were taken
away. Israeli officials said a number of
prisoners were being targeted for arrest,
including the five involved in the assassi-
nation.

A senior Israeli military official said
the inmates must surrender or face death.

Hundreds of Israeli troops entered the
town Tuesday morning and surrounded the
prison, calling over loudspeakers for pris-
oners to give themselves up. The troops
then burst through the front gate of the jail
with a bulldozer, drove inside in armored
personnel carriers and engaged in a
shootout with Palestinian police, said
local security commander Akram Rajoub.

One policeman standing near the gate
was killed, as was a prisoner, security offi-
cials said.

Two large explosions were heard at the
prison and thick smoke filled the sky.
Helicopters flew overhead.

Youths in the town threw rocks at the
Israeli soldiers, and Palestinians burned
tires in the roads. Troops were later heard
calling for all the prisoners and guards to
come out of the jail.

Saadat is being held for ordering the
assassination of Israeli Tourism Minister
Rehavam Zeevi in 2001. Saadat was elect-
ed to the Palestinian legislature in January.

Israel also demanded the surrender of
four other members of the PFLP, includ-
ing the gunman who killed Zeevi, and
Fuad Shobaki, the alleged mastermind of
an illegal weapons shipment to the
Palestinian Authority several years ago.

Zeevi’s son, Palmach, told Israel’s
Channel 10 TV the raid was “an extraordi-
nary and very important decision” by the
government of acting Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert, who is running for prime
minister at the head of the new, centrist
Kadima Party.

The six men were being held at the jail
under the supervision of British and
American wardens in accordance with a
deal worked out between President Bush
and Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon in
April 2002. The agreement allowed the
prisoners to be transferred from Yasser
Arafat’s besieged compound in the West
Bank city of Ramallah, where they were
holed up during Israel’s operation

Defensive Shield in April 2002.
Israeli hard-liners chafed at the deal,

believing it allowed an assassin to
escape justice, and Palestinians disliked
a deal that forced them to jail one of
their top militant leaders under Israeli
pressure.

Israeli political analyst Yossi Alpher
said the upcoming Israeli elections were
one of the reasons behind the raid, but the
main catalyst was fears that Hamas, which
won Jan. 25 parliamentary elections,
would free Saadat. Soon after the election,
Hamas political chief Khaled Mashaal
said the group planned to release Saadat.

On March 7, Abbas said he was willing
to free him but would not take responsibil-
ity for any action Israel would take against
him later.

Britain said it had repeatedly warned
Abbas, who was in Europe Tuesday, that it
would withdraw its monitors from the
prison.

Foreign Secretary Jack Straw said in a
written statement that Britain and America
had repeatedly told the Palestinian
Authority about security problems at the
prison and urged it to do more to ensure
the monitors’ safety. The authority is
responsible for security at the jail under a
2002 agreement.

Straw said Britain and America wrote
to Abbas on March 8 telling him the coun-
tries would withdraw their monitors
unless security improved immediately.

Israel’s Channel Two television report-
ed that the Israeli troops began the raid 20
minutes after the foreign monitors left.

Israeli forces raid Jericho jail, sparking shootout
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Broadway Loews Cineplex
1441 3rd Street 
(310) 458-6232

Capote
1:45pm 4:30pm 7:15pm 10pm
The Hills Have Eyes
2:15pm 5:15pm 8pm 10:30pm
Curious George 
1pm 3:30pm 5:45pm
Night Watch (Nochnoi Dozor)
7:45pm 10:15pm
Transamerica
1:30pm 4:15pm 7pm 9:45pm

Mann’s Criterion Theatre
1313 3rd Street 
(310) 395-1599

Aquamarine
11:40am 2:10pm 4:40pm 7:10pm
9:40pm
Ultraviolet
12:30pm 2:50pm 5:10pm 7:30pm
9:50pm
Firewall
4:50pm 10:10pm
Munich
11:30am 3pm 6:30pm 10pm
The Pink Panther
11:50am 2pm 4:30pm 7pm 9:20pm
The Libertine
2:20pm 5pm 7:40pm 10:20pm 
Syriana
1:50pm 7:20pm

AMC7 Santa Monica
1310 3rd Street 
(310) 289-4262

Eight Below
1:30pm 4:20pm 7:10pm 9:50pm
16 Blocks
2:15pm 4:45pm 7:25pm 10:05pm
Date Movie
2:40pm 5:05pm 7:15pm 9:40pm
Dave Chappelle’s Block
Party
1:50pm 4:40pm 7:35pm 10:15pm
Failure to Launch
2:25pm 4:55pm 7:30pm 10pm
The Shaggy Dog
2pm 2:40pm 4:30pm 5:10pm 7pm
7:40pm 9:30pm 10:10pm

Nuwilshire Theatre
1314 Wilshire Blvd 
(310) 281-8228

Brokeback Mountain 
12:15pm 3:45pm 7pm 10pm
Tsotsi 
12pm 2:30pm 5pm 7:30pm 9:55pm

Laemmle 4-Plex Theatre
1332 2nd Street 
(310) 394-9741

Mrs. Henderson Presents
1:50pm 4:25pm 7pm 9:35pm
The Three Burials of
Melquiades Estrada 
4pm 9:35pm
Ask the Dust
1:20pm 4:10pm 7:10pm 9:55pm
Good Night, and Good Luck
1:35pm 7:20pm
Duck Season
12:45pm 3:05pm 5:25pm 7:45pm 10pm

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Avenue
(323) 466-FILM

See No Evil
Wednesday, March 15
7:30 PM   
Narrow Margin &
Violent
Thursday, March 16
7:30 PM 
Brick
Friday, March 17
7:30 PM  
Boston Strangler  & 
10 Rillington Place
Saturday, March 18
7:30 PM  
20,000 Leagues Under/Sea
Sunday, March 19
3:00 PM 
Fantastic Voyage & 
Soylent Green
Sunday, March 19
6:30 PM 

M O V I E G U I D E
SHOWTIMES FOR WEDNESDAY,  MARCH 15,  2006

Questions or comments? Email calendar@smdp.com
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By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Sean Connery is suing a
country club for allegedly using his “world-
wide celebrity” to fatten its reputation and
refusing to pay money owed him after he ended
his membership.

Connery, who starred as James Bond in
films including “Dr. No” in 1962 and
“Diamonds Are Forever” in 1971, is seeking
more than $500,000 for breach of contract and
more than $500,000 for “unjust enrichment”
from the Sherwood Country Club in Thousand
Oaks, according to a lawsuit filed Monday in
Superior Court.

The lawsuit claims the golf club was aware
of the actor’s lucrative status as an “internation-
ally renowned celebrity and famously avid
golfer” when it invited him to join in 1990 at a
special initiation fee of $35,000.

His celebrity boosted the club’s value and
attracted new members, the lawsuit states.

In 2004, Connery terminated his member-
ship. But according to the lawsuit, his contract
allowed him to collect 80 percent of the “going
rate” of membership — more than $500,000 —
which the club has refused to pay.

Club membership manager Karen Jacobs
declined to comment Tuesday on the lawsuit.

“The lawsuit was not our first choice,”
Connery’s lawyer, Louis “Skip” Miller, said
Tuesday. “But they won’t honor their obliga-
tions, so we had no choice but to file.”

Connery, 75, won an Oscar in 1988 for his
role in “The Untouchables.” He has been recov-
ering from surgery for a kidney tumor. 

NEW YORK — Watch out Brad, Michael
Douglas is taking some shots regarding your
divorce from Jen. At you and girlfriend
Angelina Jolie.

“I don’t know about Brad Pitt, leaving that
beautiful wife to go hold orphans for
Angelina,” Douglas snipes in GQ’s April issue,
hitting newsstands March 21.

“I mean, how long is that going to last?”
Pitt and ex-wife Jennifer Aniston divorced in

October 2005. Since then, Pitt has adopted
Jolie’s children, Maddox and Zahara, and is
expecting a child with the bombshell actress
this summer.

Calls by The Associated Press to Pitt’s repre-
sentative, Cindy Guagenti, and Jolie’s manager,
Geyer Kosinski, were not immediately returned
Tuesday.

The 61-year-old actor also took swipes at
actresses Renee Zellweger and Julia Roberts: “I
mean, don’t ask me what happened with Renee
Zellweger. I don’t know how you get married
for four months. And Julia with Lyle.”

Zellweger annulled her four-month marriage
to country singer Kenny Chesney last fall,
while Roberts divorced singer-songwriter Lyle
Lovett in 1995 after a two-year marriage.

As for his seven-year marriage to actress
Catherine Zeta-Jones, Douglas says he’s “been
fortunate. You learn to respect something of
value and nurture it and treat it well.”

Douglas and Zeta-Jones, 36, were married in
2000 and have a son, Dylan, 5, and a daughter,
Carys, 2. Douglas also has a son, Cameron, 27,
from a previous marriage.

After a three-year hiatus, Douglas will
return to the big screen this year in the psycho-
logical thriller “The Sentinel,” starring opposite
Kiefer Sutherland, Kim Basinger and Eva
Longoria. 

LAS VEGAS — The Killers and their lawyer-
manager have asked a federal judge to throw
out a $16 million breach-of-contract lawsuit
from the band’s former manager.

In documents filed in U.S. District Court on
Monday, members of the rock band and their
manager, lawyer Robert Reynolds, accused for-
mer manager Braden Merrick of Los Angeles
of incompetence and dishonesty.

Merrick’s lawsuit, filed Feb. 21, alleges that
he was fired in May, after the Las Vegas-based
band became successful. The two sides had
been negotiating a settlement.

In a separate action filed Friday, the band
asked the California Division of Labor
Standards Enforcement to void any agreements
between The Killers and Merrick.

A spokeswoman at the agency’s San
Francisco headquarters said Monday she was-
n’t immediately aware of the band’s petition
and didn’t know when a hearing would be
scheduled.

Merrick’s lawyer, Howard King of Los
Angeles, said the band’s contract with

Merrick, which was to have run through
2007, was in Nevada.

Although he hadn’t seen Friday’s or
Monday’s actions, King said they were expect-
ed. “You gotta take your shot if you don’t want
to pay what you owe,” he said.

Reynolds didn’t immediately respond
Monday to a request for comment.

The Killers, formed in 2002, signed with
Island Def Jam records and had a hit with their
first release, “Hot Fuss.” They recently began
recording a second album.

LOS ANGELES — Nora Aunor, one of the
Philippines’ most popular film and music stars,
has left a drug court treatment program and
will enroll in a different program that allows
her to travel for concerts, officials said.

“The woman was in full compliance” during
her time in drug court, said Aunor’s lawyer,
Claire Espina. “She tested clean every time.”

Aunor, 53, was arrested March 30 at Los
Angeles International Airport after security
screeners allegedly found 8 grams of metham-
phetamine and a glass pipe in her carry-on bag.

She was accepted into the county’s drug court
program in December, at which time criminal
proceedings against her were suspended.

On Thursday, Los Angeles Superior Court
Judge Bernard Kamins granted a motion by
Aunor’s lawyer to let her leave drug court. He
scheduled a hearing on March 29 before another
judge so she can enter a drug diversion program.

Criminal charges against Aunor will be dis-
missed if she successfully completes that pro-
gram, according to the district attorney’s office.

Aunor, whose real name is Nora Cabaltera
Villamayor, has upcoming concerts in San
Francisco, Boston, Washington and Ohio, and
also must travel to meet the requirements of her
visa, Espina said.

She retains her Philippine citizenship, but has
spent much of her time in recent years at her home
in Linda Vista, several miles north of San Diego.

Known as “The Superstar” to her fans, she
has appeared in more than 170 films and
recorded more than two dozen albums, includ-
ing scores of hit singles.

On-screen, she has starred with leading men
of her time, including Joseph Estrada, who
became the country’s president.

Connery sues country club for $1M
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COMICS
Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

Garfield®
By Jim Davis

Speed Bump®         
By Dave Coverly

$5.50

T

F

E

310.393.2727
928.222.9992
Bruce@Architects-Engineers.net

B r u c e Ru dman

A r c h i t e c t s + E n g i n e e r s

27 years of professional expertise in
office, residential, food service,
retail, healthcare and telecom.  Our
team manages all aspects from
creative concepts, acurate docu-
mentation, expedited plan
checks and construction man-
agement.  Renovation and
new construction projects
using traditional architec-
ture through full turn-key
development.  Always,
open communication

P051011 1/05

STRONG
CD rate with an even stronger

GUARANTEE.
Looking for a secure place to grow
your money? Get a guaranteed yield 
with a fixed rate CD from State Farm
Bank.® For information, call me today.

STATE FARM BANK • HOME OFFICE: BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS • statefarm.com®

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.®

*Annual Percentage Yield as of 3/01/06, rates subject to change without notice. Minimum balance to open
an account and obtain the stated APY is $500. A penalty may be imposed for a withdrawal prior to maturity.
Certificates automatically renew at maturity at the then current rate for the same term. Some products and
services not available in all areas.

Troy Wilson
2451 Santa Monica Boulevard
Santa Monica, CA 90404
Bus: 310-315-1955

4.45%

1-YEAR CD
APY* 4.65%

5-YEAR CD
APY*
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Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale
Furniture
Pets
Boats

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel
Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness
Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
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Obituaries

$$555500 ppeerr  ddaayy..  UUpp  ttoo  1155  wwoorrddss,,  2200  cceennttss  eeaacchh  aaddddiittiioonnaall  wwoorrdd..    
CCaallll  331100--445588--77773377  aanndd  pprroommoottee  yyoouurr  bbuussiinneessss  ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess  ttoo  oouurr  ddaaiillyy  rreeaaddeerrsshhiipp  ooff  oovveerr  4400,,000000..

CCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDDSS

Saturday March 18th 

9am, 11am or 2pm

REI Temp. Office 310-450-4324

1500 Lincoln Blvd., Venice, CA 90291

(across the street from Staples)

Now Hiring for the NEW Santa Monica REI!

Interested in working for one of 

the “100 Best Companies?”

We will be hiring Sales Specialists, Cashier / 

Customer Service Specialists, Bike Shop Technicians and a 
Shipping / Receiving Specialist for our new Santa Monica store.

If you have an interest in the outdoors and experience providing 
exceptional customer service and selling quality products, 

plan to attend one of our Hiring Clinics:

An informational REI presentation starts promptly at the beginning 
of each session. Please plan to be at a clinic for up to 2 hours and 
apply online prior to attending at www.rei.com/jobs (Job #1568). 

Please visit us online to read more about working at REI!

We are proud to be an Equal Opportunity Employer

Employment

Career opportunity. Female real es-
tate broker needs personal assistant 
"wanna be agent" preferred.
Part-time $184/week plus commis-
sion (310) 820-6059

Newspapers - Magazines

Classified & Display: Real Estate, 

Ethnic, Entertainment, Military, 

Business, Finance... 

Well established Co.

50+ years in L.A. 

www.theglobalmediagroup.

com/jobinfo.htm

ADVERTISING SALES� �

Seeking: Self-Motivated, 

Energetic, Experienced 

Professionals.

• High Commissions Paid Weekly

Leads Furnished

• 

• 

Call: Paul 213-251-9100, Ex-25

and/or Please visit: 

COOK, FULL-TIME or part-time. Must 
speak English and have experience.
Please call (310) 985-0080

CCOOUUNNTTEERR  HHEELLPP
Krispy Kreme Doughnuts seeking 
highly motivated and super friendly 
individuals for work at our fast paced 
enviroment. F/T and P/T shifts avail-
able. Apply in person, 6am-10pm:
1231 Wilshire Blvd., SM.

COUNTER HELP needed. Cafe near 
3rd St. Promenade on Broadway.
Must be experienced. Immediate 
openings, day and evening shifts. Ap-
ply afternoons in person. 215 Broad-
way, SM. (310) 396-9898.

SALES
SALES of cruise and tour packages.
39 Year Old National Tour Company.
Paid training, flex 30 hrs/ week.
Some weekends required. Base + 
comm. No cold calls. $40,000 possi-
ble for top closers. Near LAX 
(310) 649-7171.

Employment

DDEELLIIVVEERRYY  DDRRIIVVEERR

BE AN INDEPENDENT 
NEWSPAPER DISTRIBUTOR 

FOR USA TODAY 
Seeking wholesalers for newspaper 
resale delivery and collections for 
the West Los Angeles and Santa 
Monica areas. Operate in the early 
morning hours five days a week.
For contract consideration must 
have:
●Own transportation 
●Good driving record 
●Insurance 
●Must be bondable 
Please call 800-743-0401x216

DRIVER WANTED with small van or 
truck. WLA print shop. DMV report 
and proof of insurance required.
$10/hr + mileage. Fax 
(310) 312-9034

ENGINEER, PATENT: Send resume to:
N. Quintero, Quintero Law Office,
1617 Broadway, 3rd Floor, Santa 
Monica, CA 90404

GROCERY CLERK-SM Coop Nat 
Foods Grocer. F/T  Eves & week-
ends. Apply at 1525 Broadway.

IMMEDIATE POSITIONS available in 
the housekeeping department of St.
John's Health Center. All shifts avail-
able, PT/FT. Hospital housekeeping 
preferred. Call (310) 829-8431 for in-
terview.

LIVE-IN HOUSE parents/ couple. Resi-
dential program in Malibu for adults 
with D-D. Salary 1 bed apt. Benefits,
every weekend off. Monday-Friday 
9am-3pm off. (310) 457-6052

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Administrator
WLA R.E firm is seeking a Prop Mgmt 
Admin to oversee Commercial and In-
dustrial Portfolio. Responsibilities in-
cluded Tenant Relations and Billing,
Property Maintenance, Vendor con-
tact. Able to multi task, pc literate on 
word/excel. Fax resumes Attn: Joe 
Iglesias (310) 575-5823 or email joei-
glesias@pacificequities.net

Employment

MISS CLARA'S Domestic 
Referral Agency

Housekeepers:
Exp'd in residential and hotel cleaning
Live outs-2 to 5 day work week
Requirements:
Experienced, bring at least 2 refer-
ences to your interview
English Speaking
CA drivers license
If you qualify please call Miss Clara at 
310-278-9601 or 310-659-5025

OFFICE MANAGER/ coordinator 
Excel/Email/ Internet. Excellent 
spelling/grammar/verbal skills.
Benefits/Salary per experience. Pro-
fessional acumen/attire. Resume to 
susan@themcguiregroup.com

PATIENT SERVICES
Representative, Full-time for Diagnos-
tic Imaging Center in Santa Monica.
Medical front office and scheduling.
Experience Required. Fax resume:
(310) 587-9236

PUBLICITY SALES F/T or P/T Radio 
Publicity or Music Air play Campaign 
Sales. (310)998-8305 ext.86

SSEECCUURRIITTYY  JJOOBBSS with guard card.
Great Pay! All areas! Contact us 
www.lantzsecurity.com or call 
(800) 870-4357

SOCIAL SERVICES: Vocational Trainer 
for community based program in SM 
for adults with D-D. Mon-Fri 
9am-3pm. Experience preferred. Ex-
cellent benfits. (310) 457-2026

WORK AVAILABLE now afternoon and 
evening shifts open. Arby’s Restau-
rant. 1340 Lincoln Blvd. Santa Monica 
(310) 394-5576

For Sale

SPA/HOT TUB 2006 Model. Neck Jets.
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used.
Can deliver. Worth $5750, sell for 
$1750 (310) 479-3054

Pets

ADORABLE MALTESE pups, boys & 
girls, will 3~5 lb, have shots & de-
wormed, CKC registered, around 8 to 
10 weeks, home raised, loving & 
sweet, $800~$1500, for more info 
ask Brandon to 323-819-0113

TINY YORKIE puppies, male & female,
toy/t-cup size available, shots & de-
wormed, registered with CKC or AKC,
health guarantee, home raised and 
very loving & sweet, for more 
info please click on www.worldken-
nelusa.com or call Kelly at 
(323) 823-1803/ (661) 675-6371

Wanted

✿✿✿
I want to rent a guest house in 

Santa Monica. I am a reliable, easy 
going, worker-bee type of girl.

Looking for a fantastic deal!  Please 
email me some info at 
anniek@smdp.com.

✿✿✿

Employment Wanted

SSIIMMPPLLIIFFYY  YYOOUURR lliiffee..
EEXXEECCUUTTIIVVEE  AASSSSIISSTTAANNTT for hire.
$40/hr. Call (310) 264-0828

For Rent

1BDRM+LOFT+2 BATH. Fabulous 
Venice townhouse. Close to beach 
and canals. 2201 Ocean Ave.
$2,600/mo (310) 456-2980

2724 ABBOT Kinney Bl. MDR Adjacent 
2+2, w/ fireplace. Includes 2 car 
gated subterranean parking. Quiet 
neighborhood with courtyard area & 
onsite laundry. 1 year lease, No pets.
$1745. Available Now. Mike 
(310) 578-9729 ellynesis.com

2724 ABBOT Kinney Bl. MDR Adjacent 
2+2, w/ fireplace. Includes 2 car 
gated subterranean parking. Quiet 
neighborhood with courtyard area & 
onsite laundry. 1 year lease, No pets.
$1745. Available 04/01/06 Mike 
(310) 578-9729 ellynesis.com

501 N. Venice single unit 5 and 10,
$900. Stove, fridge, carpets, blinds,
laundry, no pets, utilities included.
(310) 574-6767 jkwproperties.com

ALONG OCEAN Ave,1bdrm/1bath,
hardwood floor, ref, stove,
washer/dryer quiet neighborhood,
pool $1500/mo (310) 458-6760

BEST
RENTALS
ELLY NESIS CO. INC

(310) 396-4443
ellynesis.com

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
((331100)) 886699--77990011

Most buildings are pet friendly!

PPLLEEAASSEE  VVIISSIITT  OOUURR  WWEEBBSSIITTEE  FFOORR  
CCOOMMPPLLEETTEE  LLIISSTTIINNGGSS  AATT:

www.howardmanagement.com

COZY VENICE Beach 1+1 apartment 
with patio and onsite laundry. Great 
location 1/2 block to the beach and 
boardwalk with amenities. 1 year 
lease, No pets. $1095. Available 
04/01/06. Pam (310) 401-0027 
ellynesis.com

MALIBU CREEK Apts
1bdrm/1bath $1550/mo
2bdrm/2bath $1850/mo
Located between Highway 1 and 101.
Take Malibu Canyon Drive, turns into 
Las Virgenes, in the city of Calabas-
sas. (818) 880-1599

SSEENNIIOORRSS--  AAFFFFOORRDDAABBLLEE  
HHOOUUSSIINNGG

Live in a BEAUTIFUL
apt/suite in Beverly/Fairfax or

Santa Monica: SSttaarrttiinngg  aatt  
$$440000//mmoonntthh

(323) 650-7988

COZY VENICE Beach 1+1 apartment 
with patio and onsite laundry. Great 
location 1/2 block to the beach and 
boardwalk amenities. 1 year lease,
No pets. $1145. Available 4/10/06 
Pam (310) 401-0027 ellynesis.com

SANTA MONICA $1300/mo 
1bdrm/1Bath, Hardwood floors, ga-
rage parking, laundry, refrigerator,
stove, freshly painted.
(310) 395-RENT www.westsiderent-
als.com

For Rent

Rentals available
No Pets Allowed

SANTA MONICA

937 6th St., $1895
Upper 2 bed, new carpet & 

Vinyl. Fridge & stove, 1parking

WESTSIDE

620 Acanto, BW, $850
Lower bachelor, utilities paid,
Murphy bed, mini kitchenette 

1311 Federal, West LA,

$850
Lower bachelor, full size fridge,

Hot plate, near UCLA

11905 Avon Way, Mar

Vista, $900
Upper Single, fridge, stove, &

dishwasher,
Gated entry & parking, laundry

room

1133 Amorosa, Venice,

$1150
Lower 1 bed, hardwood floors,

Gas stove, street park only, fresh
paint 

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

FFORR MOREE LISTINGSS GOO TO

WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

FFRREEEE  RREENNTTAALL LLiissttss  &&  NNoo  FFeeee  
RReennttaallss. Sullivan-Dituri Company.
2111 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica,
CA 90403.

FURNISHED BEAUTIFUL beach apart-
ments w/ utilities $2950. Month to 
month. Short term OK 
(310) 393-2363

MAR VISTA, 11916 Courtleigh Dr. unit 
9: $925/mo, stove, fridge, carpet,
laundry, utilities included, blinds,
parking, no pets (310) 737-7933 
www.jkwproperties.com

SANTA MONICA $1,000/mo 
1bdrm/1Ba, Parking, Walk to SMC,
large kitchen with dining area.
(310) 395-RENT www.westsiderent-
als.com

SANTA MONICA $1450/mo  2bed-
rooms/2Baths. Carpet Floors, laundry,
stove, very spacious, large closets.
(310) 395-RENT www.westsiderent-
als.com

SANTA MONICA $1549/mo 
2bdrm/1bath parking, laundry, quiet 
neighborhood, Bright, sunny upper.
Quiet building (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com 

For Rent

SANTA MONICA $1550/mo 
2bdrms/1Bath, refrigerator, new dish-
washer, remodeled bathroom and 
kitchen, cable ready. (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $2440/mo 
3bdrms/2.5Bath, Pet ok with deposit,
Hardwood/Carpet Floors, Parking,
balcony. (310) 395-RENT www.west-
siderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $675/mo 
Bachelor/1Bath, No pets, Carpet 
Floors, Parking, laundry, quiet. Avail-
able now! (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $875/mo 
Single/1bath. Completely remodeled.
semi-private backyard. Full kitchen.
Cabin style. (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $990/mo 
1bdrm/1Bath, Carpet Floors, parking,
gated building. 1/2 block from SMC.
(310) 395-RENT. www.westsiderent-
als.com

SANTA MONICA 3bdrms/2.5bath 
$2250/mo  patio, controlled access 
building, central air, fireplace,
washer/dryer hookups.
(310) 395-RENT www.westsiderent-
als.com

SANTA MONICA, North of Wilshire,
$1250/mo 1bdrm/1bath. Lower, car-
pet, stove, refrigerator, laundry,
blinds, parking, no pets.
(310) 456-5659.

SANTA MONICA, North of Wilshire,
$1650/mo 2bdrm/2bath Upper; bal-
cony, carpet, stove, refrigerator, new 
blinds, laundry, parking, no pets 
(310)456-5659

SINGLE SANTA Monica 823 Pacific St.
Unit D. $975/mo. Stove, fridge,
blinds, hardwood floors, no pet or 
parking (310) 578-7512 
www.jkwproperties.com

SM 1BDRM $1350/mo, partially fur-
nished. Hardwood floors. Refrigerator,
stove, and TV. Close to SMC.
(310) 450-3714

SM GREAT Ocean View, newly reno-
vated, 2bdrm/1bath, bright and 
sunny, fireplace, balcony, stove, dish-
washer, ref., microwave, outside 
laundry, pet friendly, 1 year lease,
$3250/mo (310) 458-6760

VENICE BACHELOR 714 Indiana Ave 
$875/mo. Double hot plate, small re-
frigerator, microwave, blinds, hard-
wood floors, tile, laundry, no pets 
or parking. (310) 578-7512 
www.jkwproperties.com

Houses For Rent

BEL AIR House: 11797 Bellagio Rd.
2+21/2, $4250/mo., $500 off 
move-in. Stove, blinds, carpets, hard-
wood floors, washer-dryer hookups,
fireplace, walk-in pantry, sunroom,
large unique gardens, garage parking,
small dog or cat ok. (310) 578-7512 
www.jkwproperties.com 
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Roommates

FREE HOUSING
SERVICE
� Need a little extra income?
� Need help around the house?

We help match seniors with other
seniors or mid-age/younger people.

(323) 650-7988
Monday-Friday 9:00am-5:00pm

Alternative Living for the Aging
A Non-Profit of 26 years

Commercial Lease

BEACH AREA office rental in Santa 
Monica. MUST HAVE 501C(3) 
non-profit status. In 107 year old 
Church. 2nd Floor office. Staff parking 
available. $550 a month. Phone 
310-399-1631 or 
churchop@aol.com. Please no inquir-
ies if you are not a 501C(3).

VENICE, INCREDIBLE Campus Entire 
Property  inc. office, garden and park-
ing areas! Historical 1919 Craftsman 
house which was torn down in 2005 
and rebuilt from the foundation up.
Everything is first class and authentic.
The space has wood ceilings, brand 
new antique style moldings, windows,
electrical, plumbing, ethernet, com-
munication, DVR with cameras, gated 
parking, storage basement, central 
AC & Heat, incredible gardens, 60+’ 
of Lincoln frontage, lots of street 
parking on San Miguel.
853 Lincoln Bl. $6,500 NNN 
(310) 396-4443 x 2006.

Commercial Lease

PRIME INGLEWOOD
7,000 SQ. FT.
Ideal for studio/medical

building 
20 ft. high ceiling

close to MDR

703 Centinela/Hyde Park
$1.00 per sq. ft.

Call (310) 995 5136
for a preview

SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street.
Very charming building, small offices.
Between $700/mo & $1200/mo. In-
cludes utilities & cleaning.
(310) 614-6462

SANTA MONICA. Medical Building, 9th 
and Wilshire. 2500 square feet, fourth 
floor, patio. Also third floor, 2400 
square feet, can reduce to two 1200 
square ft. offices (must see). Dual 
elevators, 3 levels of underground 
parking. Will construct two specs 
upon acceptable lease.
(310) 923-8521 or (310) 260-2619.

SM SMALL office space for lease.
2665 30th St. at Ocean Park Blvd.
550 sf at 1,375. 740 sf at 1,850. Par 
Commercial (310)395-2663 ext101

Real Estate

FIXER UPPPERS
Bargains

Call for a free list
Free recorded message.
1-800-969-8257 ID #4448
www.LaFixerUppers.net

Vehicles for sale

‘01 JAGUAR XK8 $33,981
Conv, Nav, Chromes 

(1NA22084)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

01 PORSCHE CARRERA 
CAB $49,981

Blk/Blk Tip, Lo Miles
(1S654891)

(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

02 BOXSTER $26,981 
Steel Grey/Black, 6 Speed 

(2U620852)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

02 LEXUS LS430 $35,981
Desert Silver/Tan, Only 

24K mi (20057375) 
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

03 CLK55 $47,981
Blk/Blk, Only 9300mi,
Chromes (3F051379)

(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

03 M3 Convertible 
$39,984 Pewter/Ash 

(39K02785)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

Vehicles for sale

04 CAYENNE S $45,962 
White/Tan, Tip 
(4LA65825)

(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

04 TL 3.2 $27,981 
Gold/Tan, Low 11Kmi 

(4A003736)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

05 545IA $54981 
Black/Black, Sport, Navi-

gation (SCN63998)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

05 MINI COOPER Auto 
$27981 Conv’t, Sport, Hot 

Orange! (5TG10499)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

All makes & models, all cars
considered. We come to you and handle

all paper work. Friendly professional buyer.

Please call now! (310) 995-5898

$$ CASH FOR CARS $$

Massage

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your 
body, mind, spirit. Therapeutic,
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy balanc-
ing. Strictly non-sexual. Introductory 
specials from $50.00/1hr. Lynda,
L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and ten-
der relaxing body work by mature Eu-
ropen. Very Professional, Sonja 
(310) 397-0433.

Massage

MASSAGE
7 3 2 6  S M  B L V D .
3 2 3 - 5 1 2 - 3 8 8 8

HEALING MASSAGE by young Euro-
pean female. Heal your body and 
mind. (310) 806-0377

SWEDISH ENERGETIC massage by 
European female. 1224 North Fairfax 
Apt 8 Hollywood  (323) 244-6198

TTAAIILLOORREEDD  MMAASSSSAAGGEE to 
make you FEEL GREAT!
Swedish, Deep Tissue,

Sports,Trigger Point 
and Chair Massage

from $60 hr. Safe Pleasant loc.
1327 Ocean Av.

CCaallll  RRaajj  331100--993300--55888844  
rr..nnyyddoooo@@ccoommccaasstt..nneett

TLC CHRISTIAN woman, beautiful.
Was chocolate mermaid. Slim, fit 
*82-310-890-3530, 24hrs outcalss,
Hotel/Home. 16yrs experience.

Business Opps

LOCAL VENDING Route Local Com-
pany 80 machines with excellent lo-
cations all for $10,995.00.
1-800-234-6982

Yard Sales

✮✮YYAARRDD  SSAALLEE✮✮
SSaatt..  33//1188  1100aamm--44ppmm,,  

772244  PPaacciiffiicc  AAvvee,,
SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa..

All proceeds support 
Volunteer efforts in Africa.

Lots of fun stuff. Books, music,
knick-knacks, etc.

Lost & Found

GENEROUS REWARD!! For return of 
RED Organizer aprx. 5x8. last seen 
3-7-2006. Please call 310-395-1010 
or 310-739-4039.

DBAS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAMES STATEMENT FILE 
NO. 06 0318775 FIRST FILING. The following per-
son(s) is (are) doing business as Alexander Candler 
& Company, 5625 Wilhelmina Ave, Woodland Hills,
CA 91367. The full name of registrant(s) is/are :
McKenzie Alexander, 132 N. Brighton St, Burbank,
CA 91506, Alexandra Candler Trippe, 920 Arroyo 
Dr, South Pasadena, CA 91030 This Business is 
being conducted by, co-partners. Signed: The reg-
istrant commenced to transact business under the 
fictitious business name or names listed on 
(Date)2/8/2006. /s/: McKenzie Alexander, Candler 
Trippe
This statement was filed with the County Clerk of  
LOS ANGELES County on 2/10/2006. NOTICE: THIS 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT EXPIRES 
FIVE YEARS FROM THE DATE IT WAS FILED IN THE 
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK. A NEW FICTI-
TIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT MUST BE 
FILED PRIOR TO THAT DATE. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself authorize the use in 
this state of a fictitious business name statement 
in violation of the rights of another under federal,
state, or common law (see Section 14411et 
seq.,Business and Professions Code). SANTA 
MONICA DAILY PRESS to publish 3/8/2006,
3/15/2006, 3/22/2006, 3/29/2006
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Services

Psychic/Medium

Private Readings

These

messages

can

change

your

lifE!

Psychic Medium
Laura Richard, Ph.D. 

8 1 8 . 9 8 1 . 1 4 2 5

Caregivers

NEED HELP?
We understand
Mama’s caregivers are loving,
caring, trained and bonded.

Live in/Out
Mama’s Home Care
(323) 655-2622

Cleaning

Aury Bonilla  (323) 605-7197

Thorough Cleaning
Houses & Offices

Competitive Rates
Dependable Personalized Service

Great References

Quality
Cleaning

HOUSECLEANING SPECIAL

STARTING AT $99

Gen. Contracting

Services

A/C CONSTRUCTION
General Construction

Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons

Honest • Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

RELIABLE GENERAL
CONTRACTING
Remodels - Additions - Kitchens

Baths - Home Improvements

Fillman Construction
(310) 531-0392
fillcon@hotmail.com

LIC. 783046 INSURED

MAXIMUM Construction
Complete Household Repair

Electrical, Fencing

Doors, Windows, Flooring

Drywall, Texture, Painting

Remodel & Additions

Concrete, Stucco

Free Consultation

Reasonable Prices

Call Max Ruiz

(213) 210-7680
handymax1@aol.com

Moving

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ. 

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

Services

Therapy

COMPASSIONATE
COUNSELING
A safe place to make changes.

Life Transitions
Stress

Relationships
Self-Esteem 

Unresolved Grief

Free Consultation
Laurie Levine, MFT (MFC 23031)

Santa Monica/SFV

(310) 284-3699

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILLL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

Johnn J.. McGrail,, C.Ht.

(310)) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

1⁄2OFF
INITIAL CONSULTATION

Anthony Rogers, M.S.  - (310) 386-1808

LIFE COACH
YOU CAN BENEFIT FROM

PERSONAL COACHING
IF YOU FEEL:
• Trapped/Unhappy in a

romantic relationship, Unfair/chaotic friendship
• Often procrastinate with your personal goals

Tutoring

EXPERT
TUTORING
SERVICES

Experienced, CA credentialed
teacher specializing in grades

K-5, all subjects.

Please call:
Courtney (310) 266-0667

Services

Painting/Tiling

METICULOUS PAINTING

&DRYWALL
Interior & Exterior • Free Estimates

Call Joe: 447-8957
meticulouspainting.com   LIC: 0002088305-0001-4

PAINTING
Top quality A&A
Custom,, Interiorr 

andd Exterior

Free quote, 
call Jeff Arrieta
(310) 560-9864

Free Estimates!
PAINTING

STEVE’S PAINTING

EXTERIORS & INTERIOR
• Over 10 Years Experience
• References Available
• Work Guaranteed

213/765-0252
213/663-3064

Graphic/Web Design

Services

Handyman

Handyman Service

Handyman Express
Specializing in bathroom remodeling and
repairs. Plumbing, drywall, paint, tile and
framing. No job too small.
Satisfaction Guaranteed.
Call Nick 310/651-0052

WESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY, ELEC., PAINT, ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR

ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE
BOB 35/HR (310) 266-6348

CALEB 25-35/HR (310) 409-3244

Bookkeeping

S IMPL I FY
Experienced, Efficient, 

and Swift.

BOOKKEEPER 
FOR HIRE

Quickbooks $40/hr.
Pick Up and Delivery

Call now to save!
(310) 264-0828

Services

Tailoring
ONE HOUR Alterations, hemming,
jeans, pants, skirts, etc. Made by pro-
fessional Call Michael 
(310) 980-2674 

Pool and Spa

Computer Services
MAC COMPUTER Repair
Home based business, personal at-
tention. Work guaranteed. Paine and 
Sons (310) 401-8090

Attorney Services

Need a Good
Attorney?

“Your Local Santa Monica Attorney”

Civil Litigation
Consumer and Business Disputes

2001 Wilshire Blvd
Santa Monica CA 310 453 8320

www.lawgross.com

A PROFESSIONAL LEGAL CORPORATION

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YYOOUURR
AADD  

HHEERREE
331100..445588..77773377  
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Pacwest Mortgage

2212 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica, CA
310-392-9223 1-888-FOR-LOAN (367-5626)

VERY
AGGRESSIVE

RATES

30 year fixed 6%
10 year/1 arm 5.75%
7 year/1 arm 5.625%
5 year/1 arm 5.5%**
3 year/1 arm 5.5%**
1 year/1 arm 5.375%

6 mos./6 mo. arm 3.375%
1 mo./1 mo.arm 1.0%***

* Rates subject  to change
* As of February 7, 2006

** Denotes an interest only loan
*** Denotes Neg Am

1 UNIT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$417,000
2 UNIT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$533,850
3 UNIT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$645,300
4 UNIT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$801,950

Real Estate

Pacific Ocean Properties Broker Rob Schultz, #01218743 Department of Real Estate Phone - (916) 227–0864

PREMIER LISTINGS

760 Millwood
Venice

$1,195,000

BUILD 2 TOWNHOUSES
PLANS AND PERMITS

Venice Canals
$1,825,000

NO
PHOTO

AVAILABLE

522 W. Sunview
Palm Springs

$305,000

2957 Lincoln Blvd.
Duplex, Santa

Monica

$1,499,000

“Big Money Maker” Lots of potential, looking for investors Call for more info (310) 392-9223 50 million dollar
resort which includes: Resort Components, Hotel amenities, Full Service Spa, Convention Center, 250 rooms , 40
Cabanas ( 2 bdrm + 1 bth), 25 houses (3 bdrm + 2 bth), 10 townhouses (3 bdrm + 2 bth), 12 Vacant lots, Restaurants,
Real Estate Development,, Undeveloped Area, All sitting on 45 acres of beach property in Baja California 

COMING SOON! New listing, in Westchester. Fixer. $710,000
NEW LISTINGIN ESCROW

12624 FREEMAN
4 PLEX

$670,000

IN ESCROW

124-126 Fowling
Ocean View Duplex

Playa del Rey

$1,499,000

5600 W. 79th Street
Westchester

$739,000

NO
PHOTO

AVAILABLE

NO
PHOTO

AVAILABLE

NO
PHOTO

AVAILABLE

44116 Dahlia,
Lancaster

$319,999

8119 Grimsby
Westchester

$669,000

NEW LISTING!NEW LISTING

Pacific Ocean Properties
2212 Lincoln Boulevard, Santa Monica 310.392.9223

TIMEE FORR AA 30
YEARR FIXED?

Ratess ass loww ass 6%

New conforming loan amounts:
One unit $417,000, Two units $533,850, Three units $645,300, 4 units $801,950

Rob Schultz
Broker

Licensed California
Broker #01381120

3448 Maplewood
Ave., Los Angeles

2432 21st St.,
Santa Monica

7250 W. 82nd
St., Playa del Rey

8314 Blewott
Ave., North Hills

Recent
Transactions

SOLD

SOLD

1101 Superba,
Venice

4020 Manhatten
Beach Blvd.

NO
PHOTO

1815 W. Holme
#5, Westwood

2519 4th St. #9,
Santa Monica

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

NEW CONFORMING
LOAN AMOUNTS

NO
PHOTO

AVAILABLE


