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NEWS OF
THE WEIRD

by Chuck Shepard

Author Irwin Schiff, at war with the
IRS for years over his aggressive
claims that paying federal income
tax is voluntary, may finally have
turned defensive. In a back-tax-col-
lection case in Las Vegas in January,
Schiff told the court in a filing that he
suffers from delusions, including a
fantasy that he is the only person
qualified to interpret federal income
tax law. Schiff's psychiatrist said
Schiff has been paranoid for years,
stemming from his having lost heav-
ily in a tax shelter that turned out to
be a Ponzi scheme.

Yd QUOTE OF
THE DAY
"Lennox Lewis, I'm coming for

you man. My style is impetuous.
My defense is impregnable, and
I'm just ferocious. | want your
heart. | want to eat his children.
Praise be to Allah!”

- Mike Tyson
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INSIDE THE
CHAMBER

A month-long series that examines
the Santa Monica Chamber of Commerce.
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KATHY DODSON

Texas transplant digs
her heels into chamber

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

focus on

DOWNTOWN — A vocal opponent of City Hall bureaucracy, the
local politics of homelessness and other issues that threaten Santa
Monica’s quality of life, Kathy Dodson has helped steer the local
chamber of commerce through the recession that followed 9-11.

As president and CEO, Dodson, a 38-year-old native of Texas,
oversaw the re-growth of the chamber to above 1,000 merchants. She
also was at the helm when the chamber formed a political action
committee, starting its active foray into local elections.

The oldest child of a physician and medical technician, Dodson
said she was taught early in life that nothing was beyond her reach.
After graduating with a degree in English and business from
Southern Methodist University in Dallas, Dodson went on to study at
the American Graduate School of International Management — or

See PROFILES, page 7

Sleepless in Santa
Monica: Cranky
council in conflict

The councilmen are
tired and want the late-
night business to stop

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — Two council-
men have filed a lawsuit against
their own City Council in an effort
to put a curfew on late-night meet-
ings.

Councilmen Bob Holbrook and
Herb Katz officially served the
suit in February, claiming the pub-
lic doesn’t have fair access
because meetings run into the
early morning hours. It’s not rea-
sonable to expect citizens to be
part of the debate past midnight,
they say.

The suit, which claims that late
meetings are a violation of the
state’s open meetings law, seeks to

prohibit City Council meetings
from going past 11 p.m.

Katz and Holbrook first threat-
ened the lawsuit in January of
2002. They were told by their col-
leagues then that a concerted
effort would be made to wrap up
the meetings earlier. But since
then, 24 out of 49 meetings have
run past midnight, with many of
them ending at 2 a.m. or later.

“It’s not right for anybody,”
Katz said, adding citizens are
deterred from speaking publicly
because of the late hour. “City
workers, some of them department
heads, have to stay late and then
they come in late the next day and
the public suffers.”

Mayor Richard Bloom said he’s
disappointed with his colleagues
for the way they’re handling the
matter and the lawsuit is a poor
attempt in bullying the council. He

See COUNCIL, page 6

Animal activists bark up

wrong tree in City Hall

A $52,000 lunch

You can still ‘own’a
pet in Santa Monica

By Daily Press staff

COUNCIL CHAMBERS —
Is that your dog?

Not if some local animal rights
activists have their way. Local
politicians this week considered
legally changing all “pet owners”
in Santa Monica into “pet
guardians.”

“We live in a strange society
where commercial corporations
are granted the constitutional
rights of individual personhood,
but living companion animals are
considered mere property, like a
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888-651-4821

1599 Santa Monica Blvd.
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pair of shoes,” City Councilman
Kevin McKeown said.

The effort to rewrite the word-
ing of City Hall’s law was
unleashed by activists from the
group, “In Defense of Animals.” It
ultimately died 2-3 at the hands of
the City Council, with the majori-
ty saying the change could actual-
ly end up hurting animals.

Mayor Richard Bloom, who
voted against changing the word-
ing, said he worried the effort
could be affiliated with the recent
vandalizing of Jerry Greenwalt’s
car and Sunset Park home by
Animal Defense League activists.
Greenwalt recently retired from

See ANIMAL RIGHTS, page 6
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Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
Brad Garrett, who plays ‘Robert’ on the TV show, ‘Everybody
Loves Raymond, encourages high bidding during a live auction
at the Los Angeles Make-A-Wish-Foundation’s fundraiser in the
Barker Hangar at Santa Monica Airport on Saturday night.
Garrett was successful in getting two people to bid $26,000 each
for two lunches with the entire cast of the show.
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1233 Third Street Promenade
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Easton Gym is your neighborhood gym.

COMPLETE FITNESS FACILITY « FREE PARKING

AWARD WINNING
BEER SELECTION

29 Beers on Draught
HAPPY HOUR 4-6PM  Monday thru Friday

UDRARY

$5.99 Burger Monday!!!

Your choice of:

Ahi » Salmon « Boca
Garden ¢ Turkey « Beef

PLAN YOUR NEXT PARTY
ON THE PATIO

2911 Main Street « Santa Monica Oam - ght Mon-Sun

Telephone 310.314.4855 * www.libraryalehouse.com

Be Prepared For
Winter Storms!

Windstorms, heavy rain,
sleet and snow often bring
power outages. Play it
safe and stock up on
emergency supplies

now. And remember,
never touch a downed
power line,
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Express your playfulness, Sag

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

-Dynamic [
[ -So-so [-Difficult

-Positive [ -Average

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

M  Your perspective could be warped
by a difficult discussion. You feel that others are
holding back or intentionally not getting it. Work
on better communication and be willing to
restate ideas differently. Tonight: Out and about.
[ TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

[m You might be put out by a child or
loved one. As a result, you could decide to turn
off your mind, like a light switch. Concentrate on
work and achieving your goals. Emphasize
groups and new paths to the same goal. Tonight:
Put on a favorite piece of music.

@ GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

%4 M  You might not mean to be difficult,
but you could be withholding key information, or
feel challenged in some way. Know that in a few
days, you will see the situation differently.

Follow your instincts with a key associate or
boss. Tonight: Spend quality time with a loved

one.
@ CANCER (June 21-July 22)

[mm Others seek you out. You might be
quite put out, as you feel burdened by your pres-
ent responsibilities. Detach and consider why
you are feeling so heavy. Make a call to someone
who really understands you. Talk. Tonight: Just

don’t be alone.

E% LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

. [mm You get involved with work, espe-
cially as you could misunderstand some infor-
mation and gossip. Rather than dwell on it, put it
aside. Work with a partner or associate, and
you’ll get through what’s important. Tonight:
Get the real facts and ask questions.

@ VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

N2 [ A friend disappoints you, and you
might feel the results financially. You might want

to think before you get into agreements again.
Others more than make up for what is going on.

Open up to those you can trust. Tonight: Enjoy

wurself.

FEa) LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

B2 M  Tension surrounds your work and
personal life. Someone has a different idea about
what can and will work. You feel tugged
between responsibilities. Perhaps you can bring
extra work home and take care of both sides of
your life. Tonight: Happy at home.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

4 [0 You might not like what you have
to do in order to get information. You might feel
as if you are pulling teeth, and still not getting
the whole story. Reach out for those who are less
complicated. Tonight: Visit with someone spe-

cial.
@ SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

[  Expenses could toss your morning
out of kilter. Someone might be unusually stern
or touchy, especially with funds or feelings. This
person just doesn’t feel generous. Become more
independent and don’t rely too much on this per-
son. Tonight: Express your playfulness.

Fﬂ CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

& [ You are unusually charismatic
today, and others, for the most part, want to get
together with you. Clearly, your ideas are val-
ued, perhaps with the exception of a friend or
roommate. Let this person mellow out. Tonight:
Whatever makes the Goat happy.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

M Step back, especially if you notice
that whatever you do backfires. You might have
good intentions, but someone takes it the wrong
way, or vice versa. A family member extends
him- or herself in order to make you more at ease
or comfortable. Tonight: Curl up with a good
book and some music.

[@ PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
2 R Evaluate what you want to do
about a misunderstanding or a money issue. You
must not take any risks right now, or you could
experience a backfire. A meeting draws the
results you hoped for. Work with others.
Tonight: Get into a ballgame.
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Artistry in the global south

By Daily Press staff

The 18th Street Arts Center announced that it has been awarded a $150,000 grant
from the Ford Foundation.

The center hopes to develop a program that will diversify the membership of the
prestigious International Association of Residential Arts Centres, or Res Artis. This
effort will be aimed in the global south: Asia, Africa and South America.

“This grant demonstrates the importance of international dialogue in the arts and
culture at the crucial social and political crossroads we all have arrived at,” said 18th
Street co-director Clayton Campbell. “Nothing is more important than the inclusion
of voices outside Europe and North America in our cultural dialogues and plan-
ning.”

Res Artis is a non-profit foundation that supports the work of international resi-
dential art centers and organizations, and encourages the development of contem-
porary art.

The 18th Street Center is the largest non-profit residential arts center in the
region with programs in presenting, international exchange, arts education and local
artist residences.

For upcoming events contact Michael Sakamoto at (310) 453-3711 or
18thstreet@ 1 8thstreet.org.

Award winning opera comes to SMC

By Daily Press staff

The Emmy Award-winning Santa Monica College Opera Theatre will present
“Patti Gallagher & Donald Fredrickson in Concert,” featuring the acclaimed sopra-
no who has performed at the White House, and her accompanist.

The special concert will be held at 7 p.m. on March 21 in the SMC Concert Hall,
1900 Pico Blvd. Tickets are $16. Call (310) 434-3000.

The program will feature favorite selections from opera, musicals and art songs.

Gallagher — a retired voice, acting and speech professor at SMC and Los
Angeles City College — has had a long and distinguished career in opera, musical
theatre, acting and television. She started her career with a tour of Menotti’s opera,
“The Telephone,” and continued to tour in operas, plays and musicals throughout
the Midwest and in Los Angeles, where she also had a starring role in the television
series, “Someone Is Out There.”

Gallagher has been a soloist with several orchestras, most recently the Coachella
Valley Symphony Orchestra.

Since retiring in 1998 and moving to Palm Springs, she has been active as a per-
former in the Palm Springs area. In October 2000, she won the Miss Senior America
crown and in December 2000 she was a soloist in the East Room of the White
House.

Gallagher has a bachelor’s degree in opera performance from Indiana University,
and a master’s degree in voice, as well as a doctorate in speech and theater from the
University of Missouri.

Fredrickson is a pianist who accompanies musical theatre, opera workshops,
choral activities and applied music programs at SMC and El Camino College in
Torrance. He has accompanied performances and master classes with Roberta
Peters, Sherrill Milnes, Eddie Daniels, Richard Stolzman, John Raitt, Marni Nixon,
John Aler, Carol Neblett, and International Pavarotti Competition winner Timothy
Blevins.

Recently he was honored with an Emmy for his contribution to the video of the
SMC Opera Theatre's production of Gounod's Faust.

A graduate of Dartmouth College, he holds two degrees in piano accompaniment
from the USC School of Music, where he studied with the legendary Heifitz accom-
panist Brooks Smith.

plus sets early.

tions.

your local break.

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

Today’s Special:

.

The NW’er combo we experienced over the weekend is slowly winding
down and will lead to smaller waves today. Most areas will have weaker
waves, averaging under waist high. Breaks with the best NW view get chest-

Today, expect 2-3°, knee- to waist-high, occasionally 4° and fair condi-

Outlook: A new round of moderate scale NW wind swell is due Tuesday
through mid-week but there’s not much new ground swell in sight now.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing today at

® LOW TIDES
= LOW ONE LOW TWO
SATURDAY 11:21 AM N/A
SUNDAY 1211 PM 11:06 PM
MONDAY 12:49 PM N/A
TUESDAY 12:04 AM 1:22 PM
WEDNESDAY 12:43 AM 1:46 PM
THURSDAY 1:17 AM 2:16 PM
FRIDAY 1:45 AM 2:37 PM
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This week marks the anniversary of the
U.S. invasion in Iraq. For a year, we’ve
been at war and have still found no
weapons of mass destruction — the main
justification for the bombing. Meanwhile,
thousands of civilians have been killed
and hundreds of soldiers have sacrificed
their lives. At least we got Saddam, most
say. The main threat to the U.S., some
argue, is still Osma bin Laden, who has
disappeared.

Billions of dollars are being spent to
turn Iraq into a democracy and yet one of
our biggest enemies is still lurking in the

Middle East — probably planning the
next attack on the U.S.

Many wonder when the war will end
and how far we’ll go. So this week, Q-
Line wants to know, “When should we
pull out of Iraq and start a full-blown
effort to find bid Laden and his Al
Qaida operatives?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your
response before Friday at 5 p.m. We’ll
print them in Saturday’s paper. Please
limit your comments to a minute or less. It
might help to think first about the wording
of your response.
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OPINION

LETTERS

Nader needs to bow out

Editor:

(This letter was e-mailed to Ralph Nader on March 5).

Your stand on the environment is outstanding, but if you truly are an environ-
mentalist, please pull out of the presidential race for all our sakes. I believe that
everyone who votes for you would be giving a vote to Bush, and as liberal, envi-
ronment-conscious people, we cannot afford another four years of Bushland.

There were 23 species put on the endangered list in the first two years of Bush’s
administration and that is only the tip of the iceberg of his profound disregard for
the world we live in. Bush is a disaster waiting to happen and has put this country
at risk in so many ways.

By all means be a loud voice and advocate for environmental issues — but I beg
of you, not as a presidential candidate. Today, the AP Polls show Bush 46 percent,
Kerry 46 percent and Nader 6 percent. You can see how decisive this election will
be and how important the votes cast for you will be. I believe that the votes cast for
you in 2000 could easily have elected Vice President Gore and we would not be in
the mess we are now. Please let’s not repeat history in 2004. Thank you for the
opportunity to write my comments to you.

Marilyn Brennan
Santa Monica

Smoking is a right
Editor:

The health nazis are at it again. In the name of everyone’s health, (namely their
perceived health), a group of people, (Re: City Council cronies), have decided that
the parks being smoke free is not enough. Now they want to make the pier and beach
smoke free. Sounds good at first. Until you realize that what they are really talking
about is a smoker’s civil rights. In an enclosed building, no smoking? OK. I can live
with that. Out on the beach, in the open air? You want to tell me no smoking? Sorry,
you’re out of line. The parks were closed to smokers yet they pay taxes to run those
parks. Yet, no areas in the parks were set aside for smokers. People with dogs get
their own area to run and folic with their dogs and they are not charged anything
extra for this “right?” Their pollution is far worse than a little smoke. The health
nazis cite “incidents” of fires on piers as the reason for no smoking. One only has
to look for the official reports on the Redondo Pier and Santa Barbara Pier fire and
surprise — they started in restaurants in the kitchens. So, when the City Council gets
its rubber stamped report from the Pier Restoration Corp. saying that smoking
should be banned and the council says “amen!” I will be the first to invite anyone
who would like to join me in telling the City Council not so fast. Give smokers a
section of the beach and the pier, and there will be no problem. Fail to, and the law-
suits will follow. By the way, surprise, I am not a smoker. Just a believer in civil
rights.

Brian Gray

Please send letters to:

Santa Monica Daily Press: Att.
1427 Third Street Promenade Sui
Santa Monica, CA 90401
sack@smdp.com

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the
Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are
letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our inten-
tion to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned.
Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must
include the author s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also
may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa
Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to

Santa Monica

editing for space and content.

‘3 HIPTO
BE
SQUARE

By Caroline Bodkin

The house I now live in has grass and a
patch of recently dug up earth, ready for a
garden. It’s one, big blank slate. This
should be exciting. But with all the differ-
ent plants out there, the various possibili-
ties for landscaping, and the different
ways in which plants under my naive care
might die, my first thought when looking
at this patch of dirt was “we need to have
a professional come in and make this gar-
den.”

This blank slate patch of dirt is like my
24-year-old life. I need professional help.
I need someone to design my garden.

There is this set of basic “I’m becom-
ing an adult, therefore I suddenly have to
consider X, Y and Z” questions that
showed up one day totally uninvited,
daunting as dirt. What will I do profes-
sionally? Who will I marry, if T do? Are
we supposed to have life partners? Are we

supposed to have jobs we love? Where
will T live? Will I be the kind of person
who composts?

These questions are like seeds rattling
around in my brain, begging to be planted.

As 1 sit with my seedy brain, I some-
times look at older people in awe:
They’ve answered their questions. If all
my questions are seeds, these people have
plants in full bloom. Whether they’re mar-
ried people, working people, parents or
teachers, they’ve got something going on.

And I — we younger people with all
these unanswered questions — take for
granted that they just, somehow, ended up
that way. We totally ignore the fact that
their lives, like all situations, are the
results of many, many different choices,
made daily, over the course of time.
There’s no way to predict the outcome.

The seed looks for light. It grows up far
from where you planted it. The best gar-
dens are the result of many flowers plant-
ed over time. They are unpredictable.

I wrote a story a couple years ago about
three women in their late 20s who vowed
not to marry. I was 23 and had never had
a serious boyfriend. Once I finished the
story, I fell in love with my current
boyfriend and we’ve now been dating for
about a year and a half. So it goes.

You cannot predict how things will
change. Seeds are small, round, boring.
But they are amazing because they can
become something beautiful.

Last weekend I found myself at Home
Depot where 1 was to select flowers to
plant in the garden. My mom was visiting
and helped me pick them out, explaining
which might work in the front, where it’s
shady, and which would be better suited
for the sunny back yard.

At one point I looked at her and said,
“Mom, when was I supposed to learn
about flowers? When did I become some-
one who would need to know anything
about flowers?”

I felt unprepared, tricked. Like I’d been
signed up for the “life” class without my
knowing and now I’'m taking tests for
which I haven’t studied at all. I felt the
same way when I threw my first adult
party. I felt the same way when I tried to
put on that “inappropriate” fur coat for the
fancy function.

How am I supposed to know these
things?

My mom smiled at me. “Oh, Caroline,”
she said “you’re not supposed to know
about flowers already. You just try things
out and see what grows. After a while
you’ll see how much you’ve learned.

Watching the garden grow: Planting the seeds of life

Seeds do grow. It takes time.”

And that’s the way I guess we learn
these life lessons.

We try things out and after a while we
see we’ve learned something. We make
one decision after another, one choice
after another, and without realizing we’re
getting anywhere, we end up where we
may never have thought we’d be. We end
up in love after writing about being alone
forever. We end up not having children
but living in Switzerland when we
thought we’d have a big family in Iowa.

They’re all choices that grow, side by
side, in the same space.

Today I choose to do one thing that
resembles where I’d like to see myself in
the future.

I’1l toss some seeds, 1’11 write this col-
umn, I’ll send my mom a birthday card.

And maybe in the end, after trying
enough things out, I’ll pull my head out of
the dirt and say, “Wow.”

Because there will be a garden.

(Caroline Bodkin lives in Los Angeles
and wonders daily if she’ll miss her call-
ing. You can e-mail her at hiptobesquare-
bybodkin@yahoo.com)
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Actions against homeless speak louder than word

[ FROM
P

= THE
STREET
) , Janet Phelan
L

We are sitting in a small group under
the trees at Palisades Park, at Paul
Grymkowski’s picnic. We are feasting on
the best food available for the Santa
Monica homeless. A few yards away, one
of Santa Monica’s finest is talking with a
woman who has been walking her dog.
The subject is the anti-feeding ordinance,
which makes it illegal to distribute food in
public areas in Santa Monica without a
highly restrictive permit. I hear the officer
say, “It’s a bad law. I didn’t write it. I'm
just enforcing it.” He sounds apologetic.

What an interesting take on personal
responsibility, I thought.

“Officer,” 1 call out. “You have a
choice of what job you take. You are

responsible for your job choice.”

“Thank you for reminding me of that,”
he shot back.

The phenomenon of blind obedience to
authority was studied by Stanley
Milgram. He was attempting to better
understand and explain “national charac-
teristics” which could have contributed to
the “blind eye” so many gave to the
Holocaust. His infamous experiment con-
sisted of an authority figure wearing a
white lab coat, a “subject” strapped to a
machine which purportedly delivered
shocks and were to be administered by the
actual subject. This subject was directed
to deliver the “shocks” by the white-coat-
ed authority figure. These shocks were
explained to be of increasing magnitude
and danger.

The results of the experiment gave a
black eye to humanity. In Milgram’s
words: “Ordinary people, simply doing
their jobs, and without any particular hos-
tility on their part, can become agents in a
terrible destructive process.”

I have had cause to reflect on Milgram’s
words quite a bit in the last year. Having
been reared by two profoundly moral peo-
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ple, I simply assumed the ethics I learned
were shared by everyone.

Police abuse and homelessness have
taught me otherwise. Compassion and
empathy do not appear to be widely dis-
tributed characteristics in the general U.S.
populace.

Having seen the “Passion of the Christ”
last weekend, I must quibble with the por-
trayal of the guards who so dreadfully
flogged Mel Gibson’s Jesus. Considering
what time and history has revealed of
human nature, a more accurate portrayal
would have been a perfunctory, even lack-
adaisical beating. I doubt that the guards
had true hatred for Christ. Like the police
officer in Palisades Park, I imagine they
were simply “following orders.”

A final, truly personal note to the Santa
Monica Police Department. After chemi-
cals were dumped at our campsite, I called
both the Santa Monica police and fire
departments, and entreated them to clean
up the mess. The toxins had seeped into
our backpacks and, unbeknownst to us,

had rendered inedible all of our food, bev-
erages, and even our medicine. Both
Joann Nelson and I became quite ill.

As a personal entreaty to Police Chief
Jim Butts, please clean up the area sur-
rounding the court building on Main Street.
After all, it is city property. We have also
twice observed an individual sneaking into
camp under the cloak of darkness to further
deposit unidentified chemicals on the very
forms of sleeping homeless.

It is difficult enough to deal with abject
poverty and the streets. Coping with chem-
ical “warfare” on the homeless adds a near-
ly Herculean aspect to our daily struggle.

Would it be possible to better police the
Civic Center in order to apprehend the
miscreants? I assume I am directing the
request to the “proper authority.”

(Janet Phelan is a university graduate
and a freelance writer who has appeared
in several publications including the Los
Angeles Times. She has been homeless in
Santa Monica for more than a year).
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City Council members accused of ‘talking too much’

COUNCIL, from page 1

added that not only is the lawsuit a waste
of time and energy, but also a waste of
taxpayers’ money.

“I think it’s sad to take city resources to
fight it,” he said. “It’s silly and has no
merit.”

Bloom said when the issue came up a
year and a half ago, he’s the one who put
it on the agenda for discussion — not Katz
or Holbrook.

“They know how to discuss these
issues and they know how to agendize an
item,” he said. “They also know how to
politicize an issue, it’s an election year.

“They need to do this in a respectful
way with their colleagues,” Bloom added.

Katz said his goal is to make the City
Council meetings end at a reasonable
hour.

“Bob and I are not interested in hurting
the city or costing it any money,” he said.
“We just want it under control.”

The City Council met last week in a
closed session regarding the suit, but
Holbrook and Katz weren’t allowed to be
part of the discussion because of conflicts
of interest. They find themselves in a pre-
carious position — the entity they serve
on is being sued but they can’t discuss lit-
igation because they’re the plaintiffs.

“It’s the weirdest thing,” Katz said.

City Hall filed a motion to dismiss the
suit a week ago — arguing Katz and
Holbrook are attempting to stifle public
participation. Called an anti-SLAPP
motion, the argument is based on a law

that protects people who are being pre-
vented from exercising their First
Amendment rights.

“The lawsuit chills and otherwise tram-
ples on cherished democratic values to
allow governmental officials and the pub-
lic to speak openly and freely to one
another at public meetings,” the city’s
motion states. “The lawsuit arbitrarily
wants to cut off public debate in order to
fit into its notion of someone’s bedtime ...

“When the City Council conducts pub-
lic meetings, when it listens to and dis-
cusses public matters with the public and
when it holds open debate on matters of
public interest, no matter what time of day
or night, the City Council is both partici-
pating in and embracing their First
Amendment rights.”

The City Council, which meets every
other Tuesday — and sometimes more
frequently — is a victim of its own suc-
cess because it’s so adamant that people
express their opinions that it allows public
comment on not only agenda items, but
other issues as well. Other governing bod-
ies, like the Los Angeles City Council,
don’t take public comment at all, officials
have pointed out in the past.

But what’s at issue for Katz and
Holbrook is that because the meetings run
so late, fewer people stay in Council
Chambers to speak.

“As a direct and proximate result of
holding City Council meetings at unrea-
sonable late night hours and under such
unreasonable circumstances, the later part

“They know how to discuss these issues and they
know how to agendize an item. They also know how
to politicize an issue, it's an election year.”

— RICHARD BLOOM
Mayor

of the City Council meetings are not open
and public,” the suit says. “Plaintiffs and
petitioners, and the general public, are
being denied their right to attend meet-
ings, address their elected representatives
and take an active part in open govern-
ment ... members of the public cannot be
expected to stay up until such hours to
address their legislature.”

But City Hall’s attorneys argue that the
City Council actually goes above the call
of duty in honoring the Brown Act, the
state’s open meeting law, which is
designed to encourage open and public
debate.

“Often the public appears in such num-
bers that their comments alone take sever-
al hours for the City Council to hear,” the
motion states, adding the suit is an “abuse
of the judicial process.” “What the lawsuit
fails to appreciate is that there are demo-
cratic values that this state considers more
important than a public meeting that ends
before 11 p.m.”

Santa Monica attorney Rosario Perry,
who is representing Katz and Holbrook

pro bono, said the suit is seeking an
injunction that would prevent the meet-
ings to go past 11 p.m. The case will be
heard by Los Angeles Superior Court
Judge David Yaffee in downtown LA on
March 30. It’s unclear what would happen
if Judge Yaffee grants the injunction.

“Anything beyond 11 p.m. could be
void or they could be penalized,” Perry
surmised.

Santa Monica is a complex city and
therefore has countless issues that come
before the council, which contributes to
the lengthy meetings, officials say.

It’s up to the city manager, the mayor
and the mayor pro tem to set the agenda.
But putting less on each agenda would
require more meetings — possibly week-
ly — which takes more staff time and
more commitment from elected officials.

Some argue if council members used
their time more wisely — like spending
less time pontificating — they would fin-
ish earlier.

“These guys just go on and on,” Perry
said.
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Pet ‘guardian’ effort dies

at city council in 2-3 vote

ANIMAL RIGHTS, from page 1

his post as general manager of Animal
Services for Los Angeles County.

“The bottom line is that the movement
toward using the term ‘guardian’ is part of
a larger movement amongst some people
in the animal rights community and it
concerns me where this all fits in, in the
context of the movement,” he said. “I
believe there are a number of directions
that animal rights activists are taking and
I’'m concerned that the overall movement
not take a negative turn that is ultimately
destructive on the issue of animal rights.”

Some had suggested adding the word
“guardian” alongside the word “owner,”
so that the codes would read
“owner/guardian.” But officials said

doing that — as some other cities have —
could make City Hall vulnerable to the
same legal disputes and gray areas.

So the city’s top politicians made no
action on the matter. McKeown and City
Councilman Mike Feinstein voted in
favor of the change. Bloom, along with
City Councilmen Ken Genser and Herb
Katz, voted against it.

“I believe there are good people and
there are bad people. I learned this in
practicing law,” Bloom said, adding
resources should instead be focused on
expanding the programs for spaying and
neutering pets. “Good people are general-
ly going to try to do the right thing,
regardless of how something is identified.

“Bad people could care less whether
they’re ‘guardians’ or ‘owners,”” Bloom
added. “If a person is going to be cruel to
an animal, for example, I don’t think that
person gives a damn what their identifica-
tion is.”

— John Wood

Santa Wonica Daily Dress
Has an ‘E-dition!
Home delivery by E-mail
Check the day’s headlines, news stories,

classifieds, comics, horoscopes and
ads all before you leave the house!
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For more information, please call:
310.458.Press (7737) or sign up on
our Web site @ www.smdp.com
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PROFILES, from page 1

“Thunderbird” — in Phoenix.

But her education didn’t end with a
business degree. Dodson worked for two
years in Mexico for a diesel engine com-
pany before returning to the United
States to earn her Ph.D in parks, recre-
ation and tourism management from
Clemson University, in South Carolina.

“The whole theme kept going in my
mind,” she said in an interview at the
chamber offices at Colorado Avenue and
Fifth Street last week. “It’s kind of
strange to everyone else, but to me it
made sense.”

After seven months working on her
dissertation in Belize, Dodson moved
back to Texas and took a job with the
local chamber there. She later spent five
years in commercial and industrial real
estate investment before taking the job in

Santa Monica in August of 2001.

Here, the Daily Press caught up with
Dodson and asked her, “Why Santa
Monica?”

Why did you move here?

“I came here for the job, but I did have
several opportunities in Los Angeles and
to me Santa Monica is one of the most
dynamic cities in the world, not just in
this country. It’s dealing with a lot of the
issues that most American cities will be
dealing with in 19 or 20 years. A lot of
that is because there’s no urban sprawl in
Santa Monica. It’s totally built out and it
has to find a way for its residents, visitors
and tourists — and the large number of
people who come to work here every day
— to all get along as one community.”

What was it like to move from El
Paso, a more conservative community,
to Santa Monica? How are things dif-
ferent than you expected?

“It’s more than more conservative, it’s
got completely different problems. (EI
Paso) is a poor community and the No. 1

concern for businesses, residents and
everyone there is job creation, and that
means that all of your policies, your pro-
grams within the chamber, within the
city, are focused on creating jobs. In
Santa Monica that’s not necessarily the
case, although we certainly want to con-
tinue to increase the quality of jobs in
Santa Monica. But Santa Monica is also
much more focused on quality-of-life
issues.”

How have you adapted from dealing
with a City Hall that is eager to create
new jobs to a more adversarial rela-
tionship with a City Hall here that
tempers job growth with protection of
the community?

“Although we certainly have (adver-
sarial) areas in Santa Monica, we also
have areas where we work very closely
with them. Some of the issues that we
deal with here I also dealt with in El
Paso, and that is improving the process
that companies go through — or resi-
dents for that matter — when they’re try-
ing to open a new business or remodel a

business or home. There, everyone was
focused on job creation. Here, people are
focused on quality-of-life issues, but I
think the perfect example of what I'm
having trouble putting in words is when
you take the homeless issue.

“The city spends a lot of money on
homeless issues ... but the one point we
want to make is, ‘That’s great ... but
you’re still not addressing the issues that
residents and businesses have about the
vagrancy.” It’s really not so much the
homelessness ... it’s the vagrancy, the bad
behavior that everyone would like to see
stopped...”

What about doing business in Santa
Monica is different than you expected?

“I will say I was really surprised by
the trouble that small, mom-and-pop type
businesses have opening here. And this is
an area, again, where I think the city’s
views — they say they want these type of
businesses, they don’t want the big busi-
nesses — but the process is so difficult, it
takes so much time and money ... that

See PROFILES, page 8
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some of these businesses can’t open
here. I’ve had people come in and tell
me about personal bankruptcy trying to
open a business in Santa Monica ... That
is very different.”

What about for you personally?
How has your modus operandi
changed?

“The one thing that has changed, it’s
a very positive change, is Santa Monica
is such a strong community that you
need to, want to, have to work with all
the various community organizations
and leadership here if you want to get
anything accomplished. In Texas, we
were also focused on the same goal, but
it wasn’t the same priority. Here, out-
reach is of supreme importance.

“And 1 think another thing ... is my
chamber in Texas wasn’t focused on
candidate endorsement and that’s some-
thing that we have developed here
because these major issues — again it’s
homelessness, parking and traffic, and
efficient, productive government —
they’re just not being addressed the way
we want them to be addressed ...

“Unfortunately, it just doesn’t look

like we can work with the council to get
them to address these problems the way
we want them to be addressed.”

Which members of the chamber
can we expect to see throw their hat
into the November election?

“Oh gosh, it’s way too early to tell.
They don’t even submit until July or
August. We want to encourage candi-
dates to run. There are four seats open
and one of the things we’ve discussed is
having a candidate academy ... so any-
one thinking about running can learn
more about what’s involved.”

What about former chamber
chairs? Who do you think might run?

“To be honest with you, I can’t say
for sure right now. There seem to be a lot
of people kicking it around and we cer-
tainly hope to see some good candidates
come forward.”

If you weren’t the president and
CEO of the Santa Monica Chamber
of Commerce, what would you be
doing?

“I’d probably be president and CEO
of an environmental organization.”

‘What about a dream job?
“This is my dream job.”

Kathy Dodson

Tustin.
Salary: Declined to state.
Born: Aug. 2, 1965 in Dallas, Tex.
Raised: Irving, Tex.

Dodson said she moved to Redondo Beach to “split the difference” with her
husband Tom, an international businessman who works out of an office in

Residence: Redondo Beach condominium.

Education: Bachelor’s degree from Southern Methodist University. Business
degree from the American Graduate School of International Management. Ph.D
from Clemson University.

Background: Worked for a diesel engine company in Mexico for two years;
the El Paso Chamber of Commerce for two years, and in commercial and indus-
trial real estate investment for five years before taking her current job in Santa
Monica.

Family: Younger brother, Joe, 35. Husband, Tom, 38.

Hobbies: Riding her bike on the beach in the South Bay, hiking and traveling.
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Mexican field worker found dead under a tree

BY JUSTIN PRITCHARD

Associated Press Writer

ENFIELD, N.C. — Urbano Ramirez
Miranda died in the earth-scented shade
temple of a majestic magnolia tree his
second day picking tobacco.

That late-June afternoon was a typical-
ly humid 87 degrees in this corner of
North Carolina’s verdant coastal plain.

Ramirez was built sturdy, but the wet heat
here was nothing like his native Mexico.

When Ramirez complained of a nose-
bleed, the field supervisor instructed his
new hire to quit early.

That was the last anyone saw of
Ramirez for 10 days, when another work-
er found his body propped against the
tree.

One clue to its identity: the 22 orange

Colorado resort hopes
development will pay off

BY JASON BLEVINS

Associated Press Press

COPPER MOUNTAIN, Colo. —
Intrawest’s $500 million push to convert
this 33-year-old resort from day-trip ski
destination into a year-round resort that
draws vacationers eager to explore a lively,
cobblestone-paved village is not working.

Yet.

Five years into the development of The
Village at Copper, Intrawest is still tweak-
ing its strategy.

Intrawest officials hoped they could
win approval for their Copper Mountain
plan on Monday but Summit County
commissioners chose to study the propos-
al more closely. The board is expected to
issue a decision on Intrawest’s plans on
May 10. The plan would increase the
number of homes and shops in the Village
by at least 50 percent.

Intrawest’s “build it and they will
come” concept has worked at Intrawest-
developed villages at California’s Squaw
Valley, Canada’s Tremblant and Whistler-
Blackcomb outside Vancouver, but The
Village at Copper is struggling.

The headline anchor tenant, the $3 mil-
lion Indian Motorcycle Cafe, failed, and
Intrawest is launching what it calls a “re-
envisioning process” to help inject new
life into the flagging village.

“Rome was not built in a day,” said
David Barry, the Intrawest Colorado sen-
ior vice president who heads the resort’s
operations. “I look at Copper beginning
its new life in 1999, and now it’s only
2004. It does take some time.”

The “re-envisioning,” reportedly
involving daily parties at village bars,
nighttime activities and operational shifts,
was presented to Intrawest’s top execu-
tives recently. Barry declined to give any
details, however.

Intrawest, North America’s largest
resort developer, argues that the key to
Copper’s success lies in more homes and
more shops.

Intrawest bought Copper and Whistler
ski area in British Columbia in 1997 for
$192 million, promising to inject $340
million in capital improvements into
Copper by 2007. In the first year,

Intrawest suggested it would build 1,000
housing units and 80,000 square feet of
commercial space.

The new proposal calls for a total of
3,306 units and 377,584 square feet of
commercial space, according to a request-
ed amendment to Copper’s already-
approved Planned Unit Development
plan.

Copper already has 1,713 units and
177,267 square feet of commercial space
in its new village.

The proposed new commercial plans
include space for a performing arts facili-
ty and a medical clinic.

“We keep hearing about the critical
mass needed to support the commercial
businesses at Copper,” Summit County
planner Chris Hawkins said. “They are
explaining that they need a certain bed
base to support the commercial space and
the public benefits like a new gondola,
recreation trails and an ambulance facili-
ty.”

Intrawest has a tried-and-true formula
for figuring out how many residential
units are needed to support its commercial
development.

That formula has irked residents of
Snowmass Village, near Aspen, where
Intrawest has planned a village with 635
residential units, 94,000 square feet of
commercial space and 100,000 square
feet of space for administration, recre-
ation and public gathering.

Snowmass locals who were worried
about the size of the village pushed
Intrawest’s plans onto a special-election
ballot that will be held later this month.

Intrawest’s call for more units and
more shops is irking some Copper resi-
dents, too.

“The challenge I see is that we don’t
have enough activity for retailers to sur-
vive now, and Intrawest wants to double
Copper’s size,” said Tom Malmgren, a
30-year resident of Copper Mountain and
owner of a real estate brokerage. “I think
we’ve diluted the pot enough, and they
want to keep growing the commercial
space.”

Retailers in Copper’s village say
Intrawest’s midstream tweaking shows a
company fighting to succeed.

tags that recorded how many buckets of
pickling cucumbers Ramirez picked start-
ing at 6 am. the day he died. Between
cucumber and tobacco work, he would
have been paid about $50 that day.

SEE RELATED STORY
ON PAGE 11

The disappearance wasn’t reported, the
tobacco farmer told state investigators,
because he figured it wasn’t work related.

One medical examiner concluded
Ramirez died of natural causes, but state
officials ruled the cause “undetermined.”
His body was too decomposed to establish
whether heat played a role.

Ramirez was one of 11 Mexican-born
workers who died in 2001 in North
Carolina, which helped make the South
the nation’s most dangerous region for
these immigrant laborers, according to an
Associated Press investigation. Deaths
rose along with the Mexican-born popula-
tion; in cities such as Charlotte and
Raleigh, Hispanic populations grew
approximately sevenfold during the 1990s.

“We’re working really hard to commu-
nicate to folks in their language that ...
people deserve a safe workplace,” says
Regina Luginbuhl, the state official in
charge of agricultural safety and health.

Urbano Ramirez’s brother Luis stands
under the solitary magnolia where his her-
mano died. Its branches arc out 20 feet
until they touch the sodden ground.

“At least he died in a place where there
was shade,” Luis Ramirez says, rubbing
his eyes with construction-callused hands.
“A good place.”

The brothers arrived in North Carolina
four months before Urbano Ramirez died,
riding faith and a 1995 Ford Escort. After
crossing the Rio Grande River, they had

walked about 150 miles over five days to
the Texas town of Mathis, where they
pooled $3,500 for the car.

They took turns driving, the talk often
turning to what work here would be like,
how much money they might wire home.
Urbano Ramirez had a pregnant wife,
three boys and a girl.

It was a slow start. With no construc-
tion jobs open, Urbano Ramirez turned to
the fields. The work bored him, but it was
familiar. Growing up, he had tended sub-
sistence plots of corn, beans and squash.

Someone mentioned that Jake Taylor
Farms was hiring. Ramirez showed up
June 24, 2001 at the farm’s migrant work-
er housing outside Durham. He gave a
fake name and was hired, state accident
investigators found.

Two days later, Ramirez was one in a
45-man crew handpicking tobacco. When
Ramirez started bleeding, the field super-
visor prescribed shade rest.

The supervisor did not offer to take
him to a doctor, investigators found. “He
ignored him,” Luis Ramirez says.

The state later cited Jake Taylor Farms
for failing to supply water cups. The field
supervisor said he sold beers on the side.
Both were “substantial violations that
may have contributed to the fatal event,”
investigators said.

Taylor declined comment for this story
through the lawyer who represented him
before a state worker’s compensation
panel that determined he owed $86,000 to
Ramirez’s family.

Luis Ramirez helped raise $3,800 to fly
his brother’s body from Raleigh to
Guadalajara. Because he too was undocu-
mented, he didn’t return for the funeral.
“If we don’t do it soon, there’ll be a dou-
ble hurt,”Mica said.
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Wyoming’s $1.22B surplus sparks building binge

BY ROBERT W. BLACK

Associated Press Writer

CHEYENNE, Wyo. — As other states
struggle to avoid drastic budget cuts,
Wyoming will expand prisons, open nearly
30 new schools and build better college ath-
letic facilities with its $1.2 billion surplus.

Lawmakers approved an unprecedent-
ed $500 million checklist of public works
projects and socked away $250 million
during the legislative budget session that
ended Friday.

The amount is double what the state
spent for the fiscal year 2002-2003.

The surplus _ the result of an unex-
pected windfall from revenues from high-
er oil and natural gas prices _ was the
largest of all states this year, according to
the Council of State Governments.

“Wyoming has been the exception to
the rule,” said Sujit Canagaretna, senior
fiscal analyst with the council. “The oil
and gas industry has done phenomenally
well and prices continue to rise, and that’s
been the big difference.”

Besides construction, lawmakers are
spending money on health care and edu-
cation, a 3 percent raise for state workers,
new state trooper positions and ranchers
to test for brucellosis, a much-feared cat-
tle disease.

Local governments will get $60 million
and the University of Wyoming and the
state’s seven community colleges will
receive nearly $60 million in endowments.

The University of Wyoming will use some
of the money to improve its football stadium
and build a new indoor practice facility.

State lawmakers hope the construction
boom will entice young people back to the
state: A new census report shows
Wyoming ranks behind only West
Virginia and North Dakota in the percent-
age decline of 15- to 44-year-olds (2.2
percent) since 2000.

“That’s a lot of bucks and that should
bring people back,” said state Rep. Pete
Illoway.

Gov. Dave Freudenthal had asked law-
makers for the badly needed bricks-and-
mortar money, saying that by taking care
of such needs now, future money can be
spent on more innovative projects.

State Sen. Mike Massie agreed with the
strategy.

“This wasn’t necessarily a vision ses-
sion and that’s OK,” Massie said. “We had
a lot of practical needs that we had to take

care of this session and we did it.”
Concerned about abrupt swings in oil and
gas prices, lawmakers also socked away $250
million in permanent or short-term savings.
Rick Miller, a vice president at the
University of Wyoming, found the debate
over savings both unusual and refreshing.
“There have been years when the
Legislature came to town with very little
in terms of projected revenue beyond

what was absolutely necessary to fund the
status quo,” he said. “Now you have a dif-
ferent dynamic.”

Former state Rep. Marlene Simons
warned that the state’s fortunes could
change if mineral prices collapse.

“Hard times will come again and
they’ll all wish they were more conserva-
tive,” she said. “Things can change, and
they can change in one heck of a hurry.”

Bush veto threat on highway bill poses dilemma

BY JIM ABRAMS

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — President Bush
has chosen a giant, jobs-rich highway bill
to show his election-year toughness
against congressional spending, to the
chagrin of many Republican lawmakers,
governors and business allies.

Weeks of talks have yet to reach a mid-
dle ground between the Bush administra-
tion, which has threatened to veto any bill
that goes much beyond Bush’s $256 billion
limit, and GOP lawmakers who say the
nation’s crumbling infrastructure demands
far more. House Speaker Dennis Hastert,
R-I11., set the target at $275 billion.

Rep. John Mica of Florida, a senior
Republican on the House Transportation
Committee, said a stalemate over the six-
year blueprint for government spending
on highways and mass transit could wreak
both economic and political havoc.

“If we don’t do it soon, there’ll be a
double hurt,” Mica said.

Hastert is so frustrated that he refuses
to discuss the bill with anyone at the
White House other than Bush.

The Senate last month brushed off the
veto threat and passed a $318 billion bill
— $100 billion more than the previous
plan — that backers said would make
roads safer and less congested while cre-
ating at least 1 million jobs.

The stage then moved to the House,
where the Transportation Committee, led

“If we don’t do it soon, there’ll be a double hurt”

— REP. JOHN MICA
(R.-Fla.), House Transportation Commitee

by Rep. Don Young, R-Alaska, pushed for
$375  billion, an amount the
Transportation Department has said is
necessary to ensure real improvements in
the nation’s highway and transit systems.

Young proposed gradually raising the
federal gas tax, now 18.4 cents per gallon,
by a nickel over the next six years. The
gas tax goes into the highway trust fund,
which is supposed to provide all federal
highway money going to the states.

Rep. James Oberstar of Minnesota, the
senior Democrat on the Transportation
Committee, estimated  that 100
Republicans would join all 205
Democrats in the House in voting for a 5-
cent increase in gasoline taxes to pay for
better highways. With quick passage,
states could have $30 billion worth of
construction projects under way by Labor
Day, creating 400,000 new jobs, he said.

But with the White House flatly reject-
ing any notion of a gasoline tax increase,
GOP leaders in the House have no plans
to allow even a vote on one.

Hastert said Thursday he was now

ARE YOU
BACKED UP?

IT'S EASY AND WILL SAVE YOU TIME

looking at a spending target of about $275
billion, searching for a figure that “won’t
get vetoed and we can negotiate with the
Senate.”Lawmakers, he said, “will have
their needs met, maybe not quite as fully
as they had hoped.”

Lawmakers like to boast about the fed-
eral money they steer to their districts,
especially in an election year.

The Republican leader from Illinois
also took a shot at White House negotia-
tors, saying he will now discuss the issue
only with Bush. “I don’t deal with his
people any more. We weren’t getting
straight numbers from his people and they
changed their mind in the middle of the
process.”

So far, the White House has withstood
a barrage of lobbying from some of its
closest political and business allies.

Some 20 business, construction and
union groups led by the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce wrote lawmakers that there was
“no more important legislation”for the econ-
omy and “we cannot support any House leg-
islation below the Senate number.”
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For Mexicans, the American dream is Killing them

BY JUSTIN PRITCHARD

Associated Press Writer

The jobs that lure Mexican workers to
the United States are killing them in a
worsening epidemic that is now claiming
a victim a day, an Associated Press inves-
tigation has found.

Though Mexicans often take the most
hazardous jobs, they are more likely than
others to be killed even when doing simi-
larly risky work.

The death rates are greatest in several
Southern and Western states, where a
Mexican worker is four times more likely
to die than the average U.S.-born worker.

These accidental deaths are almost
always preventable and often gruesome:
Workers are impaled, shredded in machin-
ery, buried alive. Some are 15 years old.

For the first such study of Mexican
worker deaths in the United States, The
AP talked with scores of workers,
employers and government officials and
analyzed years of federal safety and pop-
ulation statistics.

Among the findings:

m Mexican death rates are rising even
as the U.S. workplace grows safer overall.
In the mid-1990s, Mexicans were about
30 percent more likely to die than native-
born workers; now they are about 80 per-
cent more likely.

m Deaths among Mexicans in the
United States increased faster than their
population. As the number of Mexican
workers grew by about half, from 4 mil-
lion to 6 million, the number of deaths
rose by about two-thirds, from 241 to 387.
Deaths peaked at 420 in 2001.

® Though their odds of dying in the
Southeast and parts of the West are far
greater than the U.S. average, fatalities
occur everywhere: Mexicans died cutting
North Carolina tobacco and Nebraska
beef, felling trees in Colorado and weld-
ing a balcony in Florida, trimming grass at
a Las Vegas golf course and falling from
scaffolding in Georgia.

m Even compared to other immigrants,
what’s happening to Mexicans is excep-
tional in scope and scale. Mexicans are
nearly twice as likely as the rest of the
immigrant population to die at work.

WHY IS ALL THIS HAPPENING?

Public safety officials and workers
themselves say the answer comes down to
this: Mexicans are hired to work cheap,
the fewer questions the better.

They may be thrown into jobs without
training or safety equipment. Their objec-
tions may be silent if they speak no
English or are here illegally. And their
work culture and Third World safety
expectations don’t discourage risk-taking.

Federal and state safety agencies have
started to recognize the problem. But they
have limited resources — only a few
Spanish-speaking investigators work in
regions with hundreds of thousands of
recent arrivals — and often can’t reach the
most vulnerable Mexican workers.

President Bush’s recent proposal to grant
illegal immigrants temporary legal protec-
tions energized the national immigration
debate. Yet in these discussions, job safety

has been an afterthought. Meanwhile,
Mexicans continue to die on the job.

DISPOSABLE WORKERS?

Eighteen-year-old Carlos Huerta fell to
his death as he built federal low-income
housing in North Carolina.

His bosses ignored basic work safety
rules, according to state inspectors, when
they put him in a trash container that was-
n’t secured to the raised prongs of a fork-
lift. It soon toppled.

In 2002, the year Huerta was killed,
more Mexicans died in construction than
any other industry — and more died from
fatal falls than any other accident.

A year ago in South Carolina, brothers
Rigouerto and Moses Xaca Sandoval died
building a suburban high school that, at 15
and 16, they might have attended. They
were buried in a trench when the walls of
sandy soil collapsed.

The United States offered these three
teens wages 10 times higher than in
Mexico. They offered their employers
cheap, pliant labor. For safety violations
that led to these deaths, the federal

Occupational ~ Safety and Health
Administration has fined employers
$50,475.

Accidents like these suggest that
employers assign Mexicans to the most
glaringly perilous tasks, says Susan
Feldmann, who fields calls from Spanish-
speaking workers for an institute within
the federal Centers for Disease Control.

“They’re considered disposable,” she
says.

But employers are not always at fault,
some safety officials say.

Though he was trained and wearing
required safety gear, Jesus Soto Carbajal
severed his jugular vein with a carving
knife in a Nebraska meatpacking plant.
The blade punctured his chest just above
the protective metal mesh.

Federal safety officials didn’t fine the
employer, though they did recommend
fundamental changes in the work routine.
A plant spokesman says that since the
accident in 2000, workers wear larger pro-
tective tunics.

Mexican worker deaths were also con-
centrated in agriculture.

When Urbano Ramirez suffered a nose
bleed picking North Carolina tobacco, his
supervisor prescribed shade rest.
Ramirez’s body was found 10 days later.
A medical examiner said he died of
unknown natural causes, the body too
decomposed for a definitive finding. His
brother suspects heat stroke.

Like Ramirez, many deceased workers
came with little more than a grade-school
education — and often left behind large
families.

Criminal charges are rare, fines more
typical. One exception is a California
dairyman who faces involuntary
manslaughter charges after two of his
workers drowned in liquid cow manure.

Jose Alatorre was overcome by fumes
from the fetid stew as he tried to fix a
pump at the bottom of a 30-foot concrete
shaft. His partner died trying to save him.

Both men were full-time workers but,

Even compared to other immigrants, what's
happening to Mexicans is exceptional in scope and
scale. Mexicans are nearly twice as likely as the rest

of the immigrant population to die at work.

according to prosecutors, were given no
safety training and no safety equipment to
deal with the predictably hazardous air.

The deaths received a burst of attention
in early 2001, but 18 months later in the
same small town, a third Mexican-born
worker died in the same way at another
dairy.

MORE WORKERS DYING

The AP’s investigation focused on
1996 through 2002, the most recent set of
worker death data from the U.S. Bureau
of Labor Statistics. Those were years
when the economic boom coaxed about 1
million Mexicans beyond the border
states, according to government estimates.

During those years, the analysis
showed, Mexicans were increasingly
more likely to die on the job than U.S.
workers of any race.

The annual death rate for Mexicans
increased to the point that about 1 in
16,000 workers died. Meanwhile, for the
average U.S.-born worker, the rate steadi-
ly decreased to about 1 in 28,000.

Mexicans now represent about 1 in 24
workers in the United States, but about 1
in 14 workplace deaths.

Workplace fatalities
regional patterns:

CALIFORNIA AND TEXAS: These
states, where generations of Mexicans
have developed strong support networks,
still rank atop the annual number of
Mexican worker deaths — but their num-
bers have steadied or fallen recently.
Though low relative to other states, the
death rate for Mexican workers in
California is still greater than the average
for U.S.-born workers.

WEST: Outside California, deaths in
Western states increased from 41 to 58,
and death rates hovered above the nation-
al average. Colorado and Washington
stood out with consistently high rates.

SOUTH: In the bloc of states from
Louisiana to Maryland, the Mexican death
rate averaged about 1 in 6,200 workers —
four times that of native-born workers.
Total deaths more than tripled from 27 in
1996 to 94 in 2002 in the South (exclud-
ing Texas), where some states saw
Mexican populations triple to more than
100,000 workers.

MIDWEST: The number of Mexicans
killed annually doubled between 1996 and
2002, from 19 to 38; death rates were
slightly above the national average for
Mexicans.

NORTHEAST: The region has the
fewest Mexicans, but death rates still far
exceeded American worker averages.
Total annual deaths rose from eight to 17.

Construction was the deadliest indus-

had distinct

try. Across the nation, about 1 in 3,100
Mexican construction laborers died at
work, a rate notably greater than native-
born white and black construction labor-
ers, though in line with the rate for native-
born Hispanics.

OFFICIALS STEP IN

Federal and state safety officials are
starting to grapple with the problem.

OSHA Director John Henshaw points
to Spanish-language materials the agency
has put on its Web site, as well as the
agency’s Hispanic Taskforce, which coor-
dinates outreach.

The greatest frustration is that so many
deaths are avoidable.

“Ninety-five to 99 percent of the time,
there’s going to be noncompliance with a
standard that could have prevented the
fatality,” says Joe Reina, the No. 2 OSHA
official for Texas and neighboring states
and a leader of the Hispanic Taskforce.

Still, Reina holds workers partly
responsible.

“They just don’t know that they have
rights and responsibilities,” Reina says,
including the ability to complain against
employers.

Explaining those rights is one thing,
enforcing them another. Some of OSHA’s
own officials say their resources are insuf-
ficient and note the agency’s own policies
generally provide for punitive action only
after an accident. It’s unclear what Bush’s
guest worker program, if approved, would
do for worker safety.

As OSHA works to improve safety,
language remains a barrier. By the
agency’s own count, there are no Spanish-
speaking inspectors or accident investiga-
tors in the half of Georgia that includes
immigrant-rich Atlanta. Some other
Southern cities do have Spanish-fluent
enforcement officials.

In its eight-state Southeastern region,
OSHA has a single Spanish-speaking out-
reach worker. Marilyn Velez encourages
workers and employers to avoid unsafe
practices.

It’s not easy. Some wary workers see
Velez as a police officer; others, having
survived abject poverty in rural Mexico
and dangerous border crossing, feel they
don’t need her.

“They are looking at you like, ‘Are you
crazy? I have done worse things,”” Velez
says. “It’s just the way they see risk.”

Sometimes the lessons do register. But
America’s Mexican labor force is constant-
ly in flux. Workers graduate to safer jobs,
or perhaps they move back home. Their
replacements may be the next victims.

DID YOU KNOW?: Mexico City is the largest city in the world. It was built on the site of the ancient city of
Tenochtitlan. Tenochtitlan was built in 1325 by the Aztecs. It was destroyed by the Spanish when they con-

quered Mexico. Hernando Cortez first entered the Valley of Mexico in 1519. With fewer than 200 soldiers
and a few horses, he conquered the Aztecs. In 1521 the Spanish destroyed the city of Tenochtitlan.
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S3°° per day.Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

Santa Wonica Dailp Wress

Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage

Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Vehicles for sale

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative

Employment

For Sale

Furniture

Pets

Boats

Jewelry

Wanted

Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates

Commerical Lease

Employment Employment Employment

$3 - 5K per week income poten-

Business Opportunities
Yard Sales

Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals

Obituaries

Vehicles for sale Vehicles for sale

tial work from home, NOT MLM.
(800)570-3782 Ext. 4020.

A PRE-SCHOOL is looking for
F/T Teachers. 12 ECE Units &
one yr. experience. Will pay $8-
$10/hr, medical,vacation &
retirement benefits available.
Call Dr. Anna 310-828-8454

ADMINSTRATIVE FILE
clerk/office Assistant needed for
West Los Angeles CPA Firm.
Candidate must be responsible,
included filing, copying, faxing &
office errands, team player a

must! Fax resume 310-477-
8424
Attn:  Michelle or  e-mail

Michele.McLaughlin@
MossAdams.com

CIRCULATION MANAGER
Early morning, part time
Circulation manager need-
ed immediately. Must have
reliable transportation,
clean driving record and
proof of insurance. Must
be detail oriented, and
willing to
work early mornings (2am
to 8am), six days a week.
Ex-military preferred, Du-
ties include, pick up of
newspapers, distribution
to rack, box and drop lo-

cations, development of
new territory, rack and
box maintenance, daily

communication with office
management of other driv-
ers. Call 310-458-7737 x
104.

CUSTOMER SERVICE/
Account Manager for consulting
company.Outlook, Word, Excel,
ACT experience pref'd.
$10-$12/hrFax
(310)998-5690

CUSTOMER SERVICE/
Account Manager for consulting
company.Outlook, Word, Excel,
ACT experience pref'd.
$10-$12/hrFax
(310)998-5690

FULL TIME Nanny wanted,
experienced, loving. Must have
references & transportation.
West Family 310-922-7367

resume

resume

ROBERT MICHAELS
Santa Wovica
The following position is available:

KEYHOLDER/SALES
ASSOCIATE - PART-TIME

Seeking motivated Keyholder/Sales
Associate for women'’s boutique on
Montana Ave. in Santa Monica.
Experience in retail, customer sales
and opening/closing operations.
Highly responsible, self starter as well
as team player attitude.
Part-time position with flexible hours
and the ability to work weekends.
Fax resume to E.M. @
(323) 584-5955

TOP DESIGNER Santa Monica
Boutique seeks team player.
High energy sales person, ex-
perience preferred, family envi-
ronment. Salary + commission
310-394-1406

WORK P/T  $9-$12/hr
computer  knowledge,
phone skills. Call Tom
310-450-9049

WORK P/T No experience
needed, evenings, $8/hr, flexi-
ble schedule. Call (888)263-
9886 .

basic
good

For Sale

HOT TUB 2004 Model. Neck
jets. Therapy Seat. Warranty,
never used. Can deliver worth
$5700, sell for $1750
818-785-9043

Furni

5 PIECE Sectional Sofa
Beautiful black velour, unused,
sacrifice $800. Matching 5-bulb
diner spider lamp. $50
310-709-0990

FUTON FOR Sale! Full Size
with polished wood frame.
Excellent Condition $100
310-849-4479

Instruction

DRUM LESSONS in your
home! Great w/children & be-
ginners, first lesson FREE! Call
Tom (310)422-2699.

Wanted
CAREGIVER, LIVE-OUT,
day/night shift. Experienced,
excellent references, own car.
Lovely European lady.
310-383-7465

HATARI IS looking for an

experienced salesperson F/T.
Fax resume to 310-260-1273 or
call for interview, 310-260-1204

IMMEDIATE OPENING
Bookkeeper 15hrs/week small
S.M.law firm,reqd. programs
Quicken, Timeslips11, word
perfect9/10, criminal/civil,

fax res/salary to Terry
310-395-1833

INFANT & Toddler Center is
looking for F/T & P/T Teachers.
12 ECE Units & One year
experience, will pay $8-$10/hr,
medical, vacation & retirement
benefits available. Call Dr.
Susan @310-829-3588

STATION FOR Rent. Hip, light,
airy Santa Monica Salon.
$250/wk P/T available
310-395-8025

CONTRACTOR SEEKS guest
house w/exchange service for
reduced rent. Best local
references 310-572-6640

GET PAID TO GIVE BLOOD!
Help us help others. Qualified
healthy individuals receive

monetary compensation. Call
for information: Clinical
Research Technologies
310-572-1666

STATE  CERTIFIED  Home

health care professional.
Looking for afternoon work.
310-559-8809

SANTA MONICA 2bd
$1499/mo 2031 20th Street
310-273-1185

Seeking Independent Sales
Reps And Individuals to
hand out fliers in SM area.
Min. $50 a day.
310-3937267

Vehicles for sale

OF SANTA MONICA

’02 Ford Mustang
5-Speed, A/C, P/W,
P/Locks, SHARP CAR!
(ID#F116156)

’01 Ford F150
V6, automatic, P/W, P/C,
(ID#A29098)

'97 Ford Explorer
Eddie Bauer Edition

Leather, Alloys, Sun Roof,
Low Miles, Multi-Disc
(ID#C05419)

'99 Dodge Quad Cab

Pick Up, Oversize Tires &

Wheels, Auto, A/C, Sharp
(ID#610134)

’99 Ford Explorer
Red, A/C, Leather
(ID#71978)

’02 Ford Explorer XLT
V8, Leather, Loaded, Black
MANAGER SPECIAL
(ID#A61068)

BRING US YOUR
TRADE-INS

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

YOUR
AD

HERE

ADVERTISE!!

310.458.7737

@TOYOTA

SANTA MONICA

Monumental
Savings!

’01 TOYOTA CAMRY
38K Miles Super Clean
(1U029135) $12,988

’99 LEXUS ES 300
Lexus Luxury
(X5072626) $14,950

’00 CAVALIER
Auto, AC + More
(Y7444439) $5,750

’99 4-RUNNER
59K Miles, LOAED
(X0043634) $14,995

’99 SIENNA LE
37K miles
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
(XU146576) $15,688

’02 FORD FOCUS ZX5
Auto, A/C, CD + More
(ZR116904) $10,488

’03 TOYOTA RAV4
Recent trade, Warranty
(30108392) $17,450

AD EXPIRES 3/12/04
All advertised prices exclude gov-
ernment fees and taxes, any
finance charges, any dealer doc-
ument preparation charges, and
any emission testing charge.

HURRY TO:
832 Santa Monica Blvd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUYcom

LOGK

LEXUS/VOLKSWAGEN

OF SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

AN\

As Low as 19%

Financing on Selected
Volkswagen Models.
Limited Term OAC.

2000 PASSAT GLX
4-Door Sedan, Automatic
A/C, Moon Roof, Leather

(226595)

1999 LEXUS GS 300
4D, Sedan, 5-SPD Automatic
Alloy Wheels, Moon Roof
(D19197)

2000 GRAND CHEROKEE
4WD, Automatic, Moon Roof,
Roof Rack, Privacy Glass
29,348 Miles (232441)

1999 JETTA GLS
4D, Sedan, 5-SPD Manual,
Alloy Wheels, Moon Roof
(M05760)

1999 MERCURY COUGAR

2-Door Coupe, Automatic,
Moon Roof (671255)

1100 Santa Monica Blvd

(310) 319-1661

LAcarGUYcom

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

96 PLYMOUTH
GRAND VOYAGER
SE, VIN 484227 $7000

94 CHRYSLER LABARON
Convertible, 1 owner
VIN 277493$3995

95 SATURN SL2
VIN 392250 $4000

'97 VOLKSWAGON GOLF

Sun roof, Alloy wheels, 79K miles
VIN 102120 $6995

’90 ACURA LEGEND
Coupe VIN 003085 $5000

70 BUICK RIVIERA
VIN 925668 Classic $5000

65 VW BUG
VIN 260574 $4500

1 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712

ADVERTISE!
YOUR AD COULD
RUN HERE!
310-458-1131

(

call Heather at
the Daily Press.

Ext. 101

.

For more details

310.458.7737

Announce the
Arrival of Your
New Born!
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3 BD/1 BA House, 3 car parking
Enclosed auto garage, hard-
wood floors, laundry, backyard,
shed space. Quiet neighbor-
hood $3250 contact Aaron
310-466-9256

3101 Carter

8 UNIT building, spacious lower
apt., waher/dryer, AC, refrigera-
tor, stove, dishwasher, gas fire-
place, gated building, gated
parking, blinds, wood/carpet/
vinyl, balcony, good closets,
close to shopping, w/c pets
310-271-7064

CHARMING UNIT in Duplex.
New carpet, 2+1.5 W/D hook-
ups, 2 car parking, large kitch-
en, great light. $1550
310-466-9256

The BEST
RENTALS
in VENICE

ELLy NEsis Co. INC
(310) 396-4443
ellynesis.com

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Compa-
ny. 2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa
Monica, CA 90403.

LEARN PHOTOGRAPHY at
MLK Studios.com/Private
lessons available.

323-957-1070

MDR ADJ $675 large single,
lower, w/large closets, full
kitchen, refridgerator, very light,
freshly painted. Laundry,
parking & no pets.
(310)828-4481

MDR ADJACENT 2+2, gated
building with gated,
subterranean parking, AC,
newer building with courtyard
area, quiet neighborhood.
310-466-9256 laundry
rm.,pkng,

1 year lease,no pets $1400

PL DEL Rey, Gorgeous Studio
Custom Painted,everything new
750sqft, $1050 call Jim
1yr lease 310-821-2412

SANTA MONICA  $1300/mo
2bd, 11/2ba, upper, carpets,
blinds, refrigerator, stove,
laundry, parking. No pets. 9th
St. north of Wilshire
310-456-7137

SANTA MONICA 1bd
$1,000/mo 17th Street & S.M.
Blvd. New decor, appliances,
laundry, street parking, no pets
310-472-3823

SANTA MONICA 2bdrm 2ba
$1650/mo 15th Street. South of
Montana, new carpet, paint &
floor.310-312-8100

SANTA MONICA Adj. 2bd 1ba
$1890/mo includes all utilities &
cable, hardwood floors,No
dogs! 805-499-5775

SANTA MONICA Condo, lower,
t/s, hrdwd flrs, laundry,
remodeled, prkng, $1295
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Cottage, r/s,
patio, yard, 2 closets, prkng,
near beach, $870

SANTA MONICA Duplex, r/s,
hrdwd flrs,yard, W/D hkups,
prkng, quiet, $1100
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA House, dog
ok, r/s, hrdwd flrs, W/D hkups,
new tile, prkng, $1800
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Penthouse
Ocean View, 3bd 2ba+loft,
dining, living, balcony, built-ins,
hardwood floors 2 car garage
$4800/mo 626-485-3015

SANTA MONICA shrd apt, pvt
rm, dishwasher, patio, m to m,
util incld, $575
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA shrd hse, pvt
rm, r/s, tile entry, near SMC,
prkng, m to m, $550
www.westsideretnals.com

SANTA MONICA, dog ok,
berber crpt, Ig kitchen, laundry,
new paint, prkng, $850
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, lower, Tr/s,
crpt, near 3rd St. Promenade,
gated prkng, $700
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, lower, /s,
dishwasher, new apint, near
SMC, bright, parking, $1250
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, upper, Tr/s,
hrdwd flrs, bright, 6 units, prkng,
m to m, $950
www.westsiderentals.com

TOWNHOUSE CONDO

3+2 1/2, $2100/mo 1838 Barry
Ave. #2. Stove, microwave,
dishwasher, fireplace, balcony,
dining room, carpets, blinds,
intercom entry, 2car gated
parking spaces, no pets
310-578-7512

VENICE 3+1, $1395/mo 638
Brooks Ave. #A, Stove, washer
hook-ups, carpet, blinds,
parking, no pets 310-578-7512

SANTA MONICA
$1400/mo. New tiles,
appliances, hardwood floors,
bright/airy, beautifull garden
area. Franklin/Arizona
310-729-5367

1bd

VENICE BEACH large 1 bd,1ba
with new paint, carpet and 1 car
parking off street. Close to
beach and restaurants, pool,
laundry, 1 year lease, no pets
$1100. Aaron 310-823-0354

VENICE CREATIVE office
space just off Abbot Kinney,
perfect for small photography
studio or graphic design firm,
concrete floors, bathroom.
$1095. 310-466-9256

1 Year lease

VENICE SINGLE $1000/mo 25
19thAve. #E 1/2 block from the
beach. Stove, refrigerator,
carpet, blinds, laundry, no pets.
310-578-7512

VENICE, STUDIO, 1/2 block
from beach, large closet. 1 year
lease, no pets. $895
310-396-4443

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES 6th ST.

THERAPY OFFICE for rent.
Part/Time rent negotiable down-
town Santa Monica, Paula 310-
451-7211

ONE MONTH
FREE RENT

Remodeled: Mediterranean Design
Near Promenade, Windows
Parking, Garden Courtyard
Janitorial, Utilities included

2-4 Rooms, Short/Long Term

$1495-$2450
(310) 395-4620

VERY BRIGHT and large 2 bd
2 ba with wrap around balcony
two fireplaces, lots of closets
and loft like ceilings. Must see
to believe. 1yr lease. No pets.
$1750 310-466-9256

W. LA 1 Large 1lbd/lba
$950/mo. Hardwood floors,
venetian blinds, walk-in closets
310-826-3360

WALK TO beach and Main St.
Quiet, spacious, 3+2, 7-unit
building, new appliances,
hardwood floors, 310-399-1273

WILSHIRE  CENTER-LARGE
1+1 and 2+2 bath gated park-
ing, gated building with entry
system, swimming pool, new
paint, very clean & improved,
new paint, $1100

310-466-9256

WLA $1290/MO. 2 Bedrooms, 1
bath, hardwood floors, large
kitchen (310)391-8880.

Houses For Rent

SANTA MONICA Adj. 2bd 1ba
$1890/mo includes all utilities &
cable, hardwood floors,No
dogs! 805-499-5775

SANTA MONICA Ocean View
2bd 2bat+ office, hardwood
floors, Ocean Park. 2553 3rd
St. Pets negotiable $3300/mo
310-480-5623

Roommates

ROOMMATE WANTED Beach
Front $1500/mo share bath. All
utilities included No pets, n/s
Darren 310-451-8256

ROOMMATE  WANTED to
share a large 3 BR/2BA house
in West LA, Rancho Park area.
Large Yard, sunroom,
washer/dryer, dishwasher. We
are professional
twentysomethings, M/F, a cou-
ple of well-behaved dogs. $750
per month. Call 310-55-1151.
Available 4/1

2901 OCEAN Park, commer]
cial space available. 2200sq/ff
[Turn Key Salon, $2.25sq/ft. Al
so available, office space|
1000sq/ft

ample parking, $2.10sg/ft. Call
310-450-5056

101 EAN Park, Brand Ne
Remodeled Building. Office]
space available,1500sq/ft,
2.25 sq/ft, ample parking

310-450-5056

COMMERCIAL SPACE to
share. Approx. 600sg/ft open to
artists, manicurists,small
business, Talk to me!
310-395-8025

MDR SHARE space. New suite,
3 space in small Law Firm. Law
Library, Conference Room, Re-
ceptionist, Copier, DSL, Parking
Available, 90 Freeway close.

Starting at $800. (310)553-

0756.

HAI CaPTAL COMMERCIAL
Specializing
in Leasing

I | & Selling
Office &
Industrial

Christina S. Porter

Senior Associate Bu||d|r|gs

310-440-8500 Xx.

OFFICE SPACE. 350-1000
Sq Ft. Reasonable. 19th &
Colorado Santa Monica
310-453-4427

SANTA MONICA 1334 Lincoln
Blvd 1140sg/ft  $2200/mo. &
600 sq/ft 1300/mo. Can
combine. E.Keasbey
(310)477-3192.

SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days
per/wk  $500/mo.  Jasmine
(310)392-9596.

WAREHOUSE SPACE
1300sg/ft Includes 1 office and
bathroom; Lease for 6-30/mo
@%$2300/mo  Includes  roll-up
door+4 parking spaces. Locat-
ed in S.M. Colorado & Yale.
Quiet, safe & accessible.

Tom 310-612-0840

Real Estate

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership
Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer
Call Today
310-745-4847

Buy or Sell Tomorrow

CULVER CITY Condo 1bd/1ba
Frplc, balc, bright corner unit.
Multiple upgrades, pool &gym.
$289K 310-396-3377

Real Estate Wanted

MOTIVATED BUYER: | buy
houses, any area, any price,
any condition .
Call (310)422-4933 .

[ assage |

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

BODYWORK BY Paul. Deep or
light pressure $40/70min.
Athletes welcome, non-sexual.
Paul 310-741-1901

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong
and tender relaxing bodywork
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

FULL BODY Swedish to light
fingertip massage by classy Eu-
ropean therapist. Serious call-
ers only. (310)826-7271.

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian
Staff (310)899-3709.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with an ex-
quisite full body Swedish/Deep-
tissue massage.Laura
(310)394-2923(310)569-0883.

ALZHEIMER'S SUPPORT GROUP
meeting. Last Wednesday of
the month; at Sunrise Assisted
Living, Pacific Palisades call
(310)573-9545/Linda.

Business Opps

ABSOLUTE GOLDMINE! 60
Vending machines with excel-
lent locations all for $10,995.
(800)234-6982.

Health/Beauty

WANT TO feel better? Try
acupuncture, it works! Jean E.
Houle, L.Ac, Acupuncturist and
herbalist, Bayside Wellness
Center, 310-315-1828 M-W-F.
Receive $50 off 1st

appointment with mention of ad.

* EXERCISE *

WOWWwWW !!!
“New, In Boxes”
Treadmill Space Saver,
$372 OBO. Recumbent
Bike,Stationary, $262 OBO.
310-729-2022

Have Fun Getting
# FIT By the BEACH

Feel Better...Lose Weight...Improve your Health!

Inquire About Our Way to
Wellness Program! Exercise,
Eating & Stress Management ...
All'In One Great Program!

Located at the Loews
Santa Monica Beach Hotel
310-842-5657

www. com

) Ocean Oasis
A Medical Day Spa for Women

(310) 458-8190

Dr. Lisa Masterson, M.D.

1333 Ocean Avenue in Santa Wonica

IMPROVE POSTURE

PILATES CLASS AT
THE DANCE DOCTOR

213-500-2718

ADVERTISE!

310-458-1131

WEARE THE

The Daily Press Hiring Guar antee:

Classies A

Run an ad in the classified section of the Santa Monica Daily
Pressfor 4 weeks and we' Il guarantee that you' Il find the perfect

employee! Call for more details.

Call Mitch at the Santa Monica Daily Press 310.458.7737 ext.111

G IN TOWN!
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B.C. HAULING clean-up; all
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate
No Saturdays.

Al CONSTRUCTION, framing,
drywall, electrical. 30 years in
this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

Services Services

DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

e Evening hours + emergency services
® Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers

© 20+ years of experience

e UCLA Graduate

e Most insurances accepted

o Cosmetic Dentistry

-small truck.
(310)714-1838.

Dr. David Taft, DDS
310-315-3676

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 * SANTA MONICA

BEST MOVERS

No job too small
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR

Fully insured. We make it EZ.
Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic.T-163844
(323) 997-1193

NED PARKER _
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured « Lic#658-486
PAINTING * CARPENTRY * ROOFING
CCONCRETE * ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

COMMERCIAL

Residential Remodel
HONEST & RELIABLE
FREE ESTIMATES

e
310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

THE MOLD EXPERTS

Expert Mold
Inspection,
Investigation
& Remediation

400 S. Beverly Dr., Ste 214
in Beverly Hills

(310) 281-2282

www.errandsetc.biz

St Steve’s 24
24
DISCOUNT
PLUMBING

DRAINS < HEAT
RESIDENTIAL = COMMERCIAL

(310) 439-7771 au pruces necorinate
1596 OFF WITH THIS AD

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,
unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and
other home/office paper
management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZER!
Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

MARCO TELECOM: Phone
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

PAINTING TOP QUALITY A&A
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta
(310)560-9864.

ONE HOUR Alterations,
hemming, jeans, pants, skirts,
etc. Made by professional Call
Michael 310-980-2674

Services Services Services Services Services Business Services

NOTICETO
READERS:

California law requires that
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or
materials) be licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board. State law also requires
that contractors include their
license number on all
advertising. You can check the
status of your licensed
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed
contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state
in their advertisements that
they are not licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board.

RAYTEI.CO
MULTI LINE PHONE SYSTEMS
DSL * DATE CABLING
CATV + OUTLETS * T-1
VOICE MAIL * CAT-5E WIRING
MOVES, ADDS, CHANGES
AND REPAIRS

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL
Raymond Van Alphen
Field Technician

310-451-9515
Pager: 310-841-8595

DO YOU Mind Earning an Extra
300-2100/wk?  Working 10
Hours a Week? Call
323-632-1234

Speed Intermet
UP TO 8X FASTER THAN DSL

Only *12* per month
« No Contract

© Includes Email and
Webspace
* 1-Month Trial

NoCat Networks
310-393-4037

Computer Services

COMPUTER HELP: Your office
or home.Computer tune-up,
Microsoft Word, Excel,
Quickbooks, internet navigation,
software installation. PO Sale
(310)207-3366/310-801-6845

DIGITAL DUCHESS
COMPUTER SPECIALIST

Extremely Professional Service at a Low Rate

fid [y ®Repars  m Training
5.:. .;U: 1w Upgrades = Networking
N foige =Setup o Wircless

(310) 395-6884 or email
kerry@digitalduchess.com

GRAPHIC DESIGNER Print or
Web Raymond Fernandez
310-780-5725
portfolios.com/raymond
fernandez

ADVERTISE!

310-458-71131

Pay tribute to a loved one.

‘;

The Santa Monica Daily Press Obituaries.

$40 a day up to 40 words.

#.20 per word thereafter.
*5 extra with photo.

Call Mitch for details.

310.458.7737 ext. 111

.

Classified Advertising Conditions :REGULAR RATE: s2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add
20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS:
First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please
call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue
credit after an ad has run more than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of pub-
lication except for Monday'’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m. PAYMENT:
All private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash.
CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through
Friday, (310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica
Daily Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at
1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For information about the pro-
fessional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310)458-7737.

CLASSIFIFDS

ARE EASY!

> a

CA|L NOW!

ALL GCLASSIFIEDS $2.50 A DAY up 10 15 wORDS
20: PER WORD THEREAFTER 12 DAY MiNiMUM

310.458.7737
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

Lisa Marie Presley powerless in Michael’s machine

By The Associated Press

m SYDNEY, Australia — Lisa Marie Presley said she
“saw things she could do nothing about” during her brief
marriage to Michael Jackson, but refused to elaborate.

In an interview with Australian Broadcasting Corp.’s
respected “Enough Rope” talk show to be aired Monday
night, Presley said she felt powerless during her mar-
riage to the self-styled King of Pop. Excerpts of the
interview were released Sunday.

Presley said she felt “powerless in a lot of ways, in
terms of ... realizing that I was part of a machine, and see-
ing things going on that I couldn’t do anything about.”

“And don’t ask me what sort of things, because I’'m
not going to answer. But just stuff.”

Jackson and Presley, who is in Australia promoting
her own singing career, were married from 1994 to
1996. Asked how she felt about Jackson now, Presley
replied: “It’s really bizarre, I feel nothing.”

Jackson has pleaded innocent in California to seven
counts of performing lewd or lascivious acts on a child
under 14 and two counts of administering an intoxicat-
ing agent, reportedly wine. He is free on $3 million bail
pending trial.

® BURBANK — The line to audition for the second
season of the hit reality show “The Apprentice”
stretched the length of four football fields outside
NBC’s Burbank studios as more than 1,000 people
sought a spot on the program featuring billionaire
Donald Trump.

Trump was not present Saturday because
“Apprentice” producers didn’t want to overshadow his
appearance at Thursday’s auditions in New York. More
than a dozen casting calls will take place in cities includ-
ing Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, Miami and San Francisco.

Kevan Moezzi of Seal Beach showed up 19 hours

early to earn wristband No. 3, meaning he was third in
line to be interviewed. He and two others slept outside
the studios to be first in line.

“If T get this show, it will open up so many opportu-
nities,” Moezzi said. “I gotta get in there and show them
what it takes.”

Rob LaPlant, the show’s casting producer, said he is
looking for “real people” to join the show.

“The worst thing someone can do here is not talk,” he
said. “We throw out a topic and see how they react.”

m TULSA, Okla. — Archbishop Desmond Tutu,
winner of the Nobel Peace Prize for his work against
apartheid in South Africa, will speak next week in
Oklahoma City.

His March 23 speech at Oklahoma City University is
free and open to the public, but seating will be limited
to the first 3,000 people.

Tutu, who was the first black African to serve as gen-
eral secretary of the South African Council of Churches,
used the position to conduct a campaign against apartheid.
He was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1984.

He was appointed to South Africa’s Truth and
Reconciliation Commission by President Nelson
Mandela after the white government fell.

Tutu plans to speak at the University of Tulsa on
March 27.

m INDIANAPOLIS — Former Olympic figure
skater Tonya Harding drew cheers and boos and threw a
few punches — some verbal — at a boxing exhibition
between periods of a minor-league hockey game.

Harding is best known for being stripped of her 1994
national figure skating title after the infamous attack on
opponent Nancy Kerrigan,

On Friday night she appeared at a “Fight Night” promo-

tion by the Indianapolis Ice of the Central Hockey League.

Harding traded punches with her manager and train-
er, Paul Brown, who wore huge gloves, which he used
to absorb punches.

Many spectators booed Harding, who was introduced
as “America’s Bad Girl.”

When asked whether she considered herself a skater
or a boxer, Harding replied, “I’m a boxer.”

“They boo me, but they’re all paying my salary,” she
said, smiling. “I say ‘Thank you’ to them.”

Still, Harding said she only agreed to the exhibition
because it raised $1,000 for Big Brothers and Big Sisters
of Central Indiana.

The promotion drew a near-capacity crowd of 7,714 fans.

m DETROIT — Kid Rock will present friend and
fellow Michigander Bob Seger at Seger’s induction into
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame on Monday.

Kid Rock says he counts Seger among those who
influenced him. And Michigan Gov. Jennifer Granholm
is planning to issue a proclamation naming Monday Bob
Seger Day.

“I’m going to shoot from the heart, and make this fun
for his fans, his friends, his family, his band,” Kid Rock
told the Detroit Free Press for a Friday story.

“I want to reiterate what he did with his music — not
only making Michigan and Detroit proud, but his
friends and family, because this is really special for
him,” he said.

Seger became eligible for the hall of fame in 1989 —
25 years after releasing his first single, the regional hit
“East Side Story.”

The presentation will take place before a black-tie
crowd at Manhattan’s Waldorf Astoria Hotel. Other
2004 inductees include Prince, Jackson Browne, ZZ
Top, Traffic, the Dells and the late George Harrison.

Britanmia Pub

A Great Place To Anchor

318 Santa Monica Blvd. * Santa Monica

310-458-5350 * www.britanniapub.com

Great Food... Great Cocktails...Great Crew... GREAT FUN!!

Full Bar ° Restaurant ® Heated Patio

CELEBRATE ST. PATRICK’S DAY
Bag Pipers ¢ Live DJ from 5pm-Midnight
Serving Corned Beef & Cabbage,

Guinness Pie and Lots of Green Beer!!

KARAOKE! Tues, Thurs, Sat & Sun * No Cover

Next door to
Over/Under

SPORTS GRILL
(Next to 14 below)

8 TVs ¢ 2 Big Screens
Authentic Philly Cheese Steaks
Burgers ¢ Pop-a-shot
3 Pool Tables and more!

1333 Santa Monica Blvd.
(corner of 14th and Santa Monica)
Lunch-Time Delivery Available

(310) 451-5040

www.l4below.com

ALL MARCH MADNESS GAMES
$1.00 Tacos — $2.50 Pints

Happy Hour
5-7 M-F
*Burger, Fries & Pint

$6£

LAKERS &
KINGS GAMES

s25° Pints ¢ I2 diffeorﬁntta:eers

o ———— — —

(310) 899-0076 | SUB SANDWICH |

I Buy One at Regular Price & Get the 2nd 1
: of equal or lesser value for FBEE! :

With Coupon. Expires 6/30/04

o o o o o o e e e e e ]

Uncoming Headliners

ST. PATRICK’S DAY

Direct from Ireland:

DUBLIN 4

“More authentic than green beer and as rich
as a pint O’ Guinness.” — LA Times

aLso: Supertone
Reese Place Band

Corned Beef & Cabbage available at OverUnder




