
“Show me a man who claims he is
objective and I’ll show you a man

with illusions.”

HENRY R. LUCE,
AMERICAN MAGAZINE PUBLISHER

Police arrested David Kennedy, 33, in
January near Murfreesboro,Tenn., after he
accidentally ran other drivers off the road,
perhaps from being distracted by the open
pornographic magazines that were in his
front seat. And on a January afternoon,
motorist Stephen Nielsen, 38, was
stopped and finally awakened by Suffolk
County, N.Y., police, who saw him driving
40 mph on the Long Island Expressway
with eyes closed and mouth agape.

Today is the 69th day of 2006.
There are 296 days left in the year.

In 1629, England’s King Charles I dis-
solved Parliament; he did not call it
back for 11 years.
In 1785, Thomas Jefferson was
appointed minister to France, suc-
ceeding Benjamin Franklin.
In 1848, the Senate ratified the Treaty
of Guadalupe Hidalgo, ending the war
with Mexico.
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310-664-8777
CALL NOW! EARTHQUAKE SHUT-OFF VALVES SAVE LIVES!!

Be Prepared for
the Next Earthquake
www.safegasservices.com
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(310) 395-9922
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BACK OR 
UNFILED TAXES?

Wind-aided time

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daly Press
A sailboat takes advantage of the ample winds in the area to cruise along the Santa Monica coastline. The increased
winds are expected to be coupled with intermittant showers through the weekend.

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

SM COURTHOUSE — A judge
has fined a local landlord nearly
$50,000 for harassing his tenants
and has barred him from having
any direct contact with the seven
renters who testified against him at
trial.

Santa Monica Superior Court
Judge Patricia Collins this week
ordered Isaac Gabriel, who is in
his 70s, to pay $47,500 in fines
and stay at least 30 feet away from
seven tenants who rent units at his
two apartment buildings. 

In an unprecedented move, the
consumer protection unit within
the City Attorney’s Office sued
Gabriel in 2004 under California’s
unfair competition law, which pro-
hibits illegal and fraudulent busi-
ness practices. Prosecutors said
they called upon the law because it
allows for stiff penalties and a per-
manent injunction, which explicit-
ly bans the illegal behavior. 

The case marks the first time
that City Hall has used the unfair
competition law against the land-
lord of a rent-controlled building.

“We will use the unfair compe-
tition law in only the most egre-
gious cases of landlord-tenant vio-
lations,” said Deputy City
Attorney Adam Radinsky. “It
allows for stronger injunctions and
higher penalties against owners
who commit illegal acts against
their tenants.”

The lawsuit accused Gabriel of
charging too much in rent, illegal-
ly entering apartments, using bod-
ily force against a tenant, stealing
a renter’s satellite TV dish,
attempted fraud, and illegally tak-
ing away a tenant’s laundry facili-
ties and cable TV. 

Following a three-day trial held
earlier this year, Judge Collins
issued a tentative decision on Feb.
2 and this week the judgment
became official. The court ruled
that Gabriel committed a total of
17 illegal acts against tenants at his

Rogue
landlord
reeled in

See RENTERS’ REVENGE, page 6

BY KEVIN HERRERA 
Daily Press Staff Writer 

WEST LA — It’s now up to a jury
to decide whether or not City Hall
will have to pay out millions of
dollars in damages to an elderly
couple suing Big Blue Bus for
negligence following closing argu-
ments on Thursday.

The civil suit was filed in June
of 2004 by Haroun Mehdipour, 81,
and his wife, Parvin, who claim
the quality of their lives together
has been severely diminished since
a Big Blue Bus operator failed to
follow proper operating procedure
and ran over Mehdipour’s left arm,
ripping off the skin and causing
severe damage to the arteries. 

The man’s arm was eventually
amputated at the shoulder and his
family said he suffers from memory
loss. The couple attempted to settle
the case for $7 million, but that offer
was rejected, according to a report
from the City Attorney’s Office. 

The jury could render a verdict
as early as today.

Lawyers representing City Hall
said there is no proof that a Big
Blue Bus was even involved in the
accident, let alone evidence show-
ing a bus driver was negligent.
Deputy City Attorney Lance Gams
suggested in his closing statement
that Mehdipour was most likely to
blame after he tripped while run-
ning after a bus that had already
pulled away. 

“It is very hard for me to say this,
but the person who made the deci-
sion to chase after the bus was Mr.
Mehdipour,” Gams said to the jury
during his roughly one-hour closing.
“He decided, for whatever reason,
that he was going to get on that bus.”

The accident occurred on May
5, 2004, around 10:15 or 10:20
a.m., on the corner of Barrington
Avenue and Santa Monica
Boulevard. 

Attorneys for Mehdipour claim

Big Blue suit rests
in hands of the jury

See BIG BLUE, page 6

Man’s best friend
may not be students’
Associated Press Writer

YUCAIPA, Calif. — The
school board voted to pay
$4,400 for drug-sniffing dog
searches at middle and high
schools.

The Yucaipa-Calimesa Joint
Unified School District board
voted 5-0 on Tuesday to contract
with Houston-based Interquest
Detection Canines to provide 11
days of anti-drug searches for
about $400 per day.

The golden retrievers can
also detect gunpowder, fire-
works and alcohol. The dogs
will walk through school halls,
parking lots, courtyards and
other common areas, sniffing
for drugs.

Superintendent Mitch Hovey
said there has been a spike in
drug-related incidents in the
district.

“Like almost everyone else
in the country, we have seen an
increase,” Hovey said. “We’re
not going in with the expecta-

STATE

See DRUG SNIFFERS, page 7



ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★★ Extremes go with indulgence.

You, my dear Ram, are already in weekend mode.
You might not be exactly sure what you want from
a situation. Fun surrounds a project. Let your cre-
ativity emerge. You will have a better time.
Tonight: Christen the weekend.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★ You come from a grounded spot and

understand much more than you realize.
Someone close to you could be quite difficult.
Know that you don’t have to put up with it.
Everything can radically change. Tonight:
Homeward bound.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★ Make it OK to be a bit frivolous,

while still understanding that you have to work.
You might need to put your foot down in a conver-
sation. Structure often allows greater freedom.
Don’t hesitate to do what’s necessary. Tonight:
Easy does it.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★ You might want to go on a spending

spree. You also might be justifying this attitude,
believing you need to spend a little on sprucing up
your image. Be serious before you create an irre-
versible hassle. Tonight: Fun really doesn’t have to
cost.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★★ It’s your call what kind of day

you’ll have. You are more in control than you real-
ize. Still, frivolous behavior might come from you.
Do you really care? You could be overly serious
and cause yourself a problem. Don’t. Tonight: Let
your whimsical personality out.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★★ You might want to think before

you leap into action. Your personality will melt bar-
riers if you approach situations quietly, with a
strong sense of your objectives. Sometimes it is
wise to keep your opinions to yourself. Tonight:
Easy does it.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★★ Your drive helps you hit a home

run. There is reason for celebration and relax-
ation. You might not be in the mood to change
directions. Lighten up and understand what
makes you happy. Ultimately, you might need to
veer in a different direction. Tonight: Easy does it.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★ Others seek you out and might be

more observant than you realize. Decide what is
acceptable and what you want to do. Recognize
that you might be more of a role model than you
might like. Fun and extravagance surround real
estate and family. Tonight: Easy does it.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ Listen and prepare to make a dif-

ference. Your playful attitude could make a differ-
ence. Lighten up about what you need to do.
Listen to your sixth sense, especially with infor-
mation and communication in general. Tonight:
Go only where you can kick back and relax.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★★ Work with one other person,

and you’ll get results. If you fragment and try to
cover too much territory, your energy will scatter,
minimizing your success. Teamwork defines your
success right now. Tonight: Easy works.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★★ Others have strong intentions.

You have a winning smile and attitude in your
court. Though you might appear quite affable, you
could be quite the shark if you want something.
Loosen up and relax. Tonight: Don’t buck trends
just to be rebellious, OK? 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★ To feel good, you might need to

curb a frivolous streak. Focus on getting the job
done well. Fatigue will accompany accomplish-
ment, but it is worth it. Feel free not to push your-
self too hard, OK? Tonight: Easy does it.
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JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you’ll Have:
★★★★★-Dynamic  ★★★★-Positive  ★★★-Average  ★★-So-so  ★-Difficult

Homeward bound, Taurus
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ASK FOR A FREE SAMPLE OF ONE OF OUR TOBACCOS IN ENGLISH, BALKAN OR A MILD AROMATIC

RELAX

QUIT CIGARETTES - SWITCH TO A PIPE OR CIGAR
BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT ADDICTIVE

2729 Wilshire Blvd.
SM CA 90403
Ph. 310/828-4511
tinderboxsantamonica.com

Remember: A True Pipe or
Cigar Smoker Does Not Inhale

• Free Parking
• Personalized Serivce
• Rare and unusual

gifts imported from 22
different counries

THE ORIGINAL

EST. 1928

01591599

BBOB GGABRIEL IINSURANCE

California survey shows Mercury Insurance Auto
rates to be the most competetive in this area.

Phone Quotes Available

Providing Professional & Personalized Service Since 1936

Auto Experts Life, Disability & Pension

Homeowners Commercial & Business

Workers Compensation Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies 
including MERCURY INSURANCE

310.829.0305
2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

We encourage you to visit the Santa

Monica Historical Society Museum —

The Archives of Santa Monica. 

1539 Euclid (310) 395-2290

99546014

AVAILABLE 1-4X PER WEEK

STARTING AT $35 PER WEEK
(Depending on size of office)

SPECIAL: SIGN UP FOR 3 MONTHS AND GET $100 OFF

SMALL OFFICE
CLEANING SERVICE

Quality Cleaning
(323) 605-7197

Sure you rent, but it’s

WHAT’S INSIDE
that makes it your home.

Your landlord’s insurance covers the building, not your stuff inside. For around the cost of a DVD a month,
you can get Renters Insurance and protect the things that make your place your home.

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company-Bloomington, IL; State Farm Florida
Insurance Company-Winter Haven, FL • statefarm.com

David B. Rosenberg, Agent

Insurance Lic. #:0618319
1220 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica CA 90401
Bus: 310-458-3400 P03835 12/04



LOCAL

The Santa Monica community suffered a
tragic loss last week when a 15-year-old high
school student died at the hands of a suspect-
ed gang member. Gang violence continues to
plague the Pico neighborhood, and community
leaders are grappling with how to address it
and prevent future criminal acts.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know: “What
suggestions do you have for law enforce-
ment, parents, school administrators and
community leaders in preventing gang
violence?”

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5 p.m.
and we’ll print your responses in the weekend
edition. Please try to limit your comments to a
minute or less.

Sponsored by...

Rediscover The Galley’s genuine
service while experiencing our new weekend

brunch served on our
beautiful outdoor patio.

Serving Brunch from 11AM-4PM
Full Bar-Best Bloody Mary’s in Santa Monica

(310) 452-1934
2442 Main Street • Santa Monica

SURF CENTER santa monica

bCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop bbCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop b
1451 THIRD STREET PROMENADE
IN SANTA MONICA • 310.656.CURL

SNOW AND SURF REPORTS
CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 57°

DATA PROVIDED BY WETSAND.COM

SURF AND SNOW QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? EMAIL ALEX@SMDP.COM

CONDITIONS DATA PROVIDED BY ONTHESNOW.COM

SWELL FORECAST (1-6 FT)

Today fits and starts of this well will diffract into the region
with size jumping from waist high to shoulder high at west
facing breaks when the tide is right, with mostly wind swell
and peaky conditions. Rain chances are right now at 60%
as well.

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS

Powerful NNW hits NCal Fri-Sat., but only brushes by
SoCal...

Unstable weather later today through weekend... 

The GalleyEST. 1934
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BEAR MOUNTAIN
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 24” - 60" 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 18 10/12

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder

JUNE MOUNTAIN
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 72" - 96" 8:00 am - 4:00 pm 35 6/6

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Groomed

MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 2” 156” - 180" 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 150 20/28

CONDITIONS: Powder, Packed Powder, Machine Groomed

MOUNTAIN HIGH
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 12” - 30" 8:30 am - 10:00 pm 16 8/16

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Made, Machine Groomed, Hard Packed, Variable

MT. BALDY
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 12” - 16" 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 0 3/4

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Made, Machine Groomed

SNOW SUMMIT
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 24” - 60" 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 18 11/14

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder

SNOW VALLEY
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 12” - 24" 8:00 am - 4:00 pm 13 6/11

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Made, Machine Groomed

THUSDAY
LOW TIDE 1:08PM -0.41FT N/A N/A
HIGH TIDE 5:44PM 4.8FT 7:59PM 3.8FT

FRIDAY
LOW TIDE 12:42AM 2.3FT 1:40PM -0.5FT
HIGH TIDE 6:32AM 5.1FT 8:17PM 3.9FT

SATURDAY
LOW TIDE 1:17AM 1.9FT 2:07PM -0.5FT
HIGH TIDE 7:10AM 5.2FT 8:33PM 4.6FT

SUNDAY
LOW TIDE 1:47AM 1.6FT 2:30PM -0.4FT
HIGH TIDE 7:43AM 5.3FT 8:48PM 3.3FT

MONDAY
LOW TIDE 12:26 -0.2FT 11:55PM 2.7FT
HIGH TIDE 4:36AM 4.6FT 7:40PM 4.2FT

TIDE FORECAST FOR SANTA MONICA

COMPLETE FITNESS FACILITY     FREE PARKING EASTON GYM IS YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD GYM
1 2 3 3  T H I R D  S T R E E T  P R O M E N A D E , S A N T A  M O N I C A    ( 3 1 0 )  3 9 5 - 4 4 4 1

get fit ... feel good

Woman from war-torn Iraq speaks out
By Daily Press staff

An Iraqi woman will be in Santa Monica next week to discuss with Americans
their experiences with the occupation of her country.

Faiza Al-Araji will speak on behalf of her countrywomen in Iraq. Al-Araji is an
engineer, married, and currently living in Amman, Jordan. She is Shia and her hus-
band is Sunni. Her son Khalid, a student at Baghdad University, was arrested by
Iraqi officials from the Ministry of the Interior without ever being charged. The fam-
ily had to pay ransom to secure his release, and then fled to Jordan. Al-Araji and her
sons write a blog called “A Family in Baghdad” (afamilyinbaghdad.blogspot.com).

“It is a rare occasion that we get to hear directly from Iraqis themselves, especial-
ly women,” reads an announcement by the event’s organizers, CODEPINK, the
SMC Women's College, and the Associated Students. “They can tell firsthand about
the effects of the war on their lives and the lives of ordinary Iraqis. Some have lost
loved ones in this war, some are doctors or humanitarian workers who have wit-
nessed the ravages of war. All ardently oppose the presence of U.S. troops.”

The women have had to risk their lives getting to Jordan to request visas, and they
take great risks just by coming to the U.S. to speak out against the occupation,
organizers said.

The discussion, which is free and open to the public, will be held on March 14,
from 11:15 a.m. to 12:35 p.m. in room 214 at Santa Monica College, 1900 Pico
Blvd.

Saving a life is free and open to all
By Daily Press staff

If you don’t know how to save someone’s life, there’s still a chance for you.
The American Red Cross of Santa Monica has announced its annual Free CPR

Saturday will be held March 25.
Persons interested in cardiopulmonary resuscitation techniques can sign up for

free, life-saving, adult and child CPR classes by registering in advance and taking
the class. Classes are three hours long and will be held at 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 11 a.m.,
1 p.m. and 2 p.m. at the Ken Edwards Center, 1527 Fourth St. Limited free parking
is available.

Participants will learn how to recognize and provide the proper care for life
threatening cardio or respiratory emergencies, learn how to apply good CPR tech-
niques and will acquire the skills, knowledge and confidence to be able to act in an
emergency situation, possibly saving a life. 

In previous years, hundreds of people have taken adult and child CPR for free,
thereby saving the typical $50 class fee normally charged by the Red Cross and
other certified providers. The only charge for the Saturday classes is an optional $10
fee for a personal “Certificate of Completion” that is often required as proof of com-
pleted training or required for employment.

Class sizes are limited. Classes are open to anyone in good health who is over 12
years old. The classes are limited to 20 people. Space in a particular class cannot be
guaranteed to those who have not registered in advance. 

For information and to register, call the Santa Monica Red Cross during business
hours, Monday through Friday at (310) 394-3773 and mention “CPR Saturday.”

COMMUNITY BRIEFS



Council has crossed
the parallel lines

Like so many other things, we wish our local government would get a
move on in finding solutions to our problems. After all, elected officials
promised they would when they asked us to vote for them.

For several years now, the results of a City Hall survey show that the top concerns
of residents are the growing homeless population, increased traffic and a lack of
parking. And yet, it seems little has been done to alleviate any of it. 

Last week was just another example of our politicians either unwilling or inca-
pable of making a decision that would advance a solution to a better life for Santa
Monicans. The topic up for discussion — and approval — was downtown parking.
Close to $100 million has been set aside for a downtown parking plan, which was
first embarked upon in 2000. For two years, a task force comprised of business own-
ers, city staff and elected officials studied the issue and came up with a plan to add
1,712 parking spaces. There was community input, a consultant was hired and plen-
ty of research suggested that 1,712 was the appropriate number of spaces.

That was four years ago. 
After a lengthy environmental review process and other bureaucratic processes,

the plan finally came before the City Council last week. Its members wanted to
debate it ad nauseum and change it significantly.

A suggestion from City Councilman Kevin McKeown to reduce the plan by
1,000 spaces was enough for the rest of the council to at least delay the decision
long enough for their colleague Ken Genser, who is recuperating from a kidney
transplant, to be part of the decision when he returns to the dais. Genser was on the
Downtown Parking Task Force and obviously is highly regarded by his colleagues
as an expert on this issue.

We find it odd that the City Council didn’t already know Genser’s position on the
plan. Apparently, there is little communication between the councilmembers. From
his hospital bed days after the City Council meeting, Genser told the Daily Press
that the plan needs to be approved and the number of spaces can be dealt with later.
Time was of the essence.

Touted as an “environmentally superior” plan from McKeown that only 712
spaces should be added — because that’s what residents ultimately want — is
ridiculous. McKeown argues that residents want less development, which means
fewer parking spaces. It might be true that the task force’s recommendation was
predicated on an additional half million square feet of commercial space downtown,
which may or may not happen, but what’s wrong with at least having a cushion if in
fact the community embraces more development?

Let’s not forget that at some point Santa Monica Place mall will be redeveloped,
as well as the Civic Center area. And downtowns throughout the country are rein-
venting themselves to include residential and commercial development so that the
hub of activity is in a central location. That could very well happen in Santa Monica.

More development downtown might not be in line with community sentiment or
future land use policies, but it could happen nonetheless. It wouldn’t be the first
time a government decision was made at the displeasure of its citizenry. Wouldn’t it
be best to at least be prepared? The parking plan allows for it to be reviewed every
two years so it can have that flexibility. We agree with City Councilman Herb Katz
that it’s a lot easier to set a larger number than to add more later.

Besides, we have a lack of parking already. Maybe our City Councilmembers are
that out of touch that they don’t see the traffic jams on the weekends or at night with
people trying to find a place to park. They might not see it firsthand, but the enor-
mous sales tax figures that City Hall collects should be an indication that there are
millions of people coming here each year. And while it would be nice to think that
they arrived here in alternative transportation, they didn’t. They drove their cars and
they want an easy and cheap place to put them. Eventually, they’ll go somewhere
else if their frustration levels get too high in trying to find a place to park.

Don’t let this asinine idea of reducing parking spaces hold up a plan already six
years in the making, and will take another decade to implement. Approve the plan
and start adding the spaces. It’s that simple.

OPINION
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————— EDITORIAL —————

Like the scene in the “Wizard of Oz”
where Toto reveals that the “great and all
powerful Oz” is a fraud, the Bush admin-
istration is similarly exposed by the pre-
Katrina video of FEMA warning
President Bush that a breach of New
Orleans’ levees was “a very, very grave
concern” — four days before he and
Secretary Chertoff claimed nobody antici-
pated such an event. Even though the pres-
ident’s job approval and favorability rat-
ings have reached new lows and 64 per-
cent of Americans already believe that the
Bush administration “generally misleads
the public on current issues to achieve
their own ends,” this video could be the
proverbial last straw that cements the pub-
lic’s view of the Bush administration as
fundamentally dishonest.  

The threshold question raised by this
revelation is “so what?” As publisher of
BushLies.net, the Bush supporters I
encounter rarely attempt to refute these
claims of dishonesty but instead — when
they are not otherwise telling me to “read
the Bible” or “move to France” — dismiss
them as irrelevant since Bill Clinton and
other presidents have lied. While all pres-
idents may have been guilty of “termino-
logical inexactitudes” of various degrees,
former Nixon White House Counsel John
Dean contends that the Bush administra-
tion is the first to elevate mendacity to the
level of public policy.  

The Bush administration’s lies matter
because they distort the democratic
process by preventing Congress and the
people from evaluating critical issues on
the merits. As Congressional scholar
Thomas Mann notes, “(w)hat’s striking is
the extent of (manipulation) in this admin-
istration (as their) most ambitious and
fundamental proposals have been cloaked
in language that is designed to mislead.”
In doing so, they have systematically
undermined the principle of majority rule
by using deception to advance policies
that would not otherwise have majority
support.

So what should we do in light of this
latest revelation? While discussion of
impeachment is academic as long as the
Republicans control Congress, the Katrina
videotape should spur Congress, the
media and the public to reevaluate some of
the principal Bush policies advanced by
deception — with Iraq being the starting
point.  

The Bush administration has lied about
all aspects of the Iraq war while attempt-
ing to stifle debate by stressing that we
should simply “support our troops.”

Supporting our troops now has a different
ring in light of the recent Zogby poll, indi-
cating that more than 70 percent of those
serving in Iraq think we should leave
within a year. We cannot undue the war or
its damage, but we can and must fully
evaluate potential exit strategies to permit
a proper exit to this debacle.

We also must reevaluate the adminis-
tration’s policy of indefinite detention at
Guantanamo bay. The White House char-
acterizes those held at “Gitmo” as being
“dangerous enemy combatants (who)
were picked up on the battlefield, fighting
American forces,” but a recent National
Journal study found that a majority were
not captured on any battlefield at all and
less than 20 percent were ever members of
Al Qaeda. The Bush administration
should be compelled to release all but
those it can demonstrate are either prison-
ers of war or enemy combatants and all
remaining prisoners should be treated
consistent with the Geneva Convention.

Bush’s Medicare prescription drug plan
would not have passed the House by a
mere five votes but for the fact that the
administration falsely claimed that the
program would only cost $400 billion
when it knew it would cost 25 percent
more — and threatened to fire Medicare’s
Chief Actuary if he disclosed this to
Congress. Given the costs involved and
the program’s disastrous start, Congress
should go back to square one and rewrite
the law based on legitimate estimates and
in a way that actually benefits seniors and
not just HMO’s and pharmaceutical com-
panies.

Finally, serious lies must have serious
consequences. It does not seem right that
a person can get a mandatory five-year
sentence for possessing five grams of
crack, but those whose lies lead to the
death or wounding of nearly 20,000
Americans get a federal pension and a fat
book deal. It should be a federal offense
with the same penalties as treason to
knowingly provide or conspire to provide
false or misleading information relating to
any Congressional vote authorizing the
use of force. Our sons and daughters
should not be put in harm’s way based on
anything but the truth.

By exposing the Bush administration’s
dishonesty, the Katrina videotape instructs
us to abandon the yellow brick road and
reconsider all of the errors that have been
made based on the Bush administration’s
reign of deception. This is an opportunity
to be seized by Republicans and
Democrats alike, since, in the words of an
African proverb, an error does not become
a mistake until we fail to correct it.  

(Bennet Kelley is the former national
co-chair of the Democratic National
Committee’s young professional arm, the
publisher of BushLies.net and a Santa
Monica attorney.)

The wizard of lies
doesn’t use curtain
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WHATT AREE YOUU AFRAIDD OF?
Flying? Public Speaking? Doctors? Exams?

Auditions? Spiders? Heights?

We can make them disappear!

John McGrail C.Ht.
Clinical Hypnotherapist

(310) 235-2883  www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

FREE Report Reveals Shocking Truth About

“Carpal Tunnel Syndrome” And Wrist/Hand Pain!

SANTA MONICA, CA – A New FREE Report reveals a leading cause  of wrist pain, numbness or weakness may not

be caused by problems  in the wrists and is overlooked by most doctors when they diagnose and treat carpal tun-

nel symptoms. If you are currently seeing a doctor for wrist pain, numbness, or weakness, a free report is now avail-

able that reveals what your doctor may not know or be telling you. To order your limited copy of this free report,

call toll-free 1-888-285-8558. (24 hr. recorded message) or go to www.freecarpaltunnelreport.com

THE ZONE DIET.. .
DELIVERED!

Call: 323-290-0200
www.zone– la . com

The Party Is Over!
No More Excuses!
Lose Weight Now!

4774352 0118

Juveniles were headed down the wrong path
By Daily Press staff

On Feb. 25 at 8:45 p.m., a Santa Monica Police officer was patrolling the 1100
block of Pacific Coast Highway when he observed a group of four men walking
along the bike path. The men were seen forming circles and surrounding couples
walking along the path. The officer could not tell what was said. The four men
jumped into a Honda and drove off. They were pulled over by police while on the
I-10 Freeway. No one riding in the car had a driver’s license. The car was impound-
ed and searched. Officers found a handgun and knife under the passenger’s seat.
The four in the car were arrested on probable cause for robbery. They were juve-
niles and were taken to the juvenile detention facility. The adult passenger, identi-
fied as Manuel Zepeda, 19, of Los Angeles, was booked for robbery and bail was
set at $5,000. The investigation is still ongoing. 

On Feb. 28 at 9:17 a.m., Santa Monica Police responded to the 800 block of
Pacific Street regarding a man picking trash in the alley. Officers talked with the
man and ran a background check, which showed he was a parolee at-large. He was
arrested, and during the search, officers found a large wooden club concealed in
his pants. He was transported to the local jail for a parole violation and possession
of a dangerous weapon. He was identified as Frank Anthony Cieslak, 33, a tran-
sient. No bail was set.

On March 1 at 6:30 p.m., Santa Monica Police responded to the 1800 block of
16th Street regarding a domestic violence complaint. When officers arrived, the
victim said her boyfriend accused her of stealing his narcotics and that he choked
her. The suspect, identified as Benjamin Gonzalez, Jr., 22, from Lawndale, was
placed under arrest for domestic violence. When officers searched him, they found
a pill believed to be narcotics. He was booked for possession and assault. His bail
was set at $50,000.

On March 2, at 1.25 a.m., Santa Monica Police responded to the 1400 block of
Fourth Street regarding a report of vandalism. When officers arrived, they contact-
ed a security guard who said he was taking out the trash when he saw a man near
the alley scratching the hood of a car. The security guard said the man was using
the metal handle of a “Swiffer” and smashed out both of the car’s headlights and
the grill. He was placed under arrest and was booked for felony vandalism. He was
identified as Sonny Mask, 41, a transient.

On March 4 at 10:40 p.m., Santa Monica Police stopped a man riding a bicycle
at the 500 block of Colorado Avenue. Officers asked the man for identification and
tried to issue a citation for a traffic violation. The bicyclist had no I.D. The officers
were unable to issue a citation and placed him under arrest. During a search, offi-
cers recovered an hypodermic needle in the suspect’s possession. They also learned
that he had six outstanding warrants for a variety of misdemeanors. He was taken
to jail and booked. He was identified as Daniel Damato, 38, a transient. His bail
was set at $13,500.

On March 5 at 5:15 a.m., Santa Monica Police responded to the 1900 block of
Lincoln Boulevard after receiving a call that a man was harassing two women at
the location. When officers arrived, they spoke with witnesses who directed them
to the suspect, who was sitting in black BMW in a nearby parking lot. The officers
talked with the man, who did not have a valid driver’s license. The women said they
did not want to prosecute and the man was allowed to leave, only if he did not
drive. Officers watched as the man, identified as Gary Taylor of Inglewood,
ignored their order and proceeded to drive away. He was stopped and arrested for
driving on a suspended license. While detained, Taylor made several threats
towards the officers. He was booked for making threats, driving on a suspended
license and for a probation violation. No bail was set.

On Feb. 28, Santa Monica Police officers responded to the 1300 block of
Wilshire Boulevard where  a man was causing a disturbance at a local movie the-
ater. When officers arrived, they saw a subject running across the street. When offi-
cers stopped him, he got very upset and began flailing his arms violently. He spat
on the officers and was arrested for assault on a police officer and for a probation
violation. He was later identified as James Scott Keegan, 47, a transient. His bail
was set at $36,500. 

CRIME WATCH
B y  D a i l y  P r e s s  s t a f f
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Santa Monica apartment buildings. Those
acts included:

• Stealing a TV satellite dish from the
roof of a senior citizen tenant’s apartment.

• Assaulting a tenant in his kitchen and
robbing the tenant of his camera.

• Invading the privacy of a tenant by van-
dalizing her property while she was away.

• Illegally taking away laundry and
cable TV services from tenants.

• Repeatedly serving tenants with
fraudulent notices.

• Illegally entering tenants’ apartments.
The court imposed on Gabriel the max-

imum fines allowed by law for 17 viola-
tions, in part due to the chronic and seri-
ous nature of the violations and the long
period of time over which they occurred,
Radinsky said. Each illegal act carries a
penalty of up to $2,500, or $5,000 for acts
involving a senior citizen, which was the
case in one incident. 

As a result, Gabriel must pay the fines
and penalties, half of which go to Santa
Monica’s consumer protection fund and
the other half to Los Angeles County.

Radinsky said he decided to pursue
Gabriel using the unfair business law
because it can be used to address violations
of any other state or local laws, like robbery
and battery, which isn’t covered under the
city’s tenant harassment ordinance. 

Gabriel, who owns a four-unit apart-
ment building at 1007 16th St. and a 10-
unit complex at 1035 Fifth St., declined to
comment. However, he has told the Daily
Press in the past that he is innocent of the
charges and accused prosecutors of wag-
ing a relentless campaign against him.

Of the 13 rentable units Gabriel owns,
all one-bedrooms, three of them are at
market rate, ranging from $1,618 to
$1,977 a month. The remainder range
from $364 a month to $949.

Both buildings were bought in the sum-
mer of 1995, months before vacancy

decontrol went into effect. Before vacancy
decontrol, rent control kept rates low even
for new tenants. Gabriel estimates his
buildings are worth between $4 million
and $5 million together, but said he does-
n’t profit from them and is actually losing
money because of rent control. 

The court-ordered judgment also pro-
hibits Gabriel from entering any of the seven
tenants’ apartments, or preventing those ten-
ants from having laundry or cable TV serv-
ices. He also can’t evict a tenant who repairs
the unit or deducts the cost from rent if
Gabriel ignores the repair requests. 

Gabriel also must pay the city’s attor-
neys’ fees and court costs. Radinsky would-
n’t say how much those costs might be.

Gabriel’s legal problems with City Hall
go back many years. In 1998, he was con-
victed of illegally locking out a Santa
Monica tenant and taking the tenant’s per-
sonal property, both criminal misde-
meanors. He was sentenced to 30 days’
house arrest and ordered to perform 480
hours of community service.

In 1999, the City Attorney’s Office

filed new charges against Gabriel for
harassment of a second tenant. The case
was settled after a judge ordered Gabriel
to perform repairs in the tenant’s apart-
ment, forbade him from having further
contact with her, and added one year to his
probation from the first case.

Gabriel sued City Hall in 2005, but the
case was thrown out of court.

In the past several years, the City
Attorney’s Office had received formal com-
plaints from half a dozen additional tenants
claiming a variety of misconduct by Gabriel,
which led to the filing of the lawsuit.

The tenants, all of whom live in below-
market rate apartments, still live on the
properties owned by Gabriel. It will be a
challenge for Gabriel, who lives at the
16th Street building, to stay at least 30 feet
away from the tenants who sued him.

“The tenants at both properties have
always been afraid of retaliation and were
victims of retaliation,” Radinsky said.
“Despite that fear, they came forward and
testified.

“They have gone through a lot.”
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RENTERS’ REVENGE, from page 1

Landlord told to steer clear of tenants

that he was trying to hail down a Big Blue
Bus, walking alongside it while banging
on the windows and hollering at the driv-
er. Failing to look in his blindspots before
pulling away from the curb, the driver,
who has not been identified, slammed the
bus doors closed. 

Somehow Mehdipour was knocked to
the ground or tripped, hitting his head on
the pavement causing a blackout. Unable
to react, his arm was run over by what wit-
nesses said was a bus.

Browne Greene, an attorney represent-
ing the Mehdipours, said at least one wit-
ness saw the accident clearly enough to
confirm that a Big Blue Bus was leaving
the scene of the accident and was most
likely involved. 

A bio-mechanical engineer hired by the
Mehdipours testified that injuries sus-
tained were the result of being run over by
a bus, or what Greene called “a 40-foot,
29,000-pound instrument of … death.”

“From day one, they (the city of Santa
Monica) has not been willing to step up to
the plate. They’ve been in denial,” said
Greene, who invoked the spirit of former
President Abraham Lincoln as he spoke
about the need for candor in the court-
room. “While that has gone on, Mr.
Mehdipour has been deprived of the use of
his two arms, arms which he could hold his
(six) grandchildren with, get out of bed in
the morning with … eat his meals using
utensils, two arms needed for everything.”

Greene said that medical care for
Mehdipour will cost more than $2.6 mil-
lion over the next seven years. The
Mehdipours are asking for the jury to
award money for medical expenses, as
well as for pain and suffering and the loss
of the life they once knew.

Gams said Big Blue Bus never ignored
responsibility. He said the agency didn’t
know about the accident until almost a

month after it occurred, when lawyers for
the Mehdipours requested city officials
save all evidence and surveillance form
the day of the accident. 

In complying with the request, Gams
said the bus company could find no record
of the accident and, therefore, City Hall
rejected the Mehdipours’ claim.

In his closing statement, Gams said the
jury should be more focused on the credi-
bility of the witnesses brought forth by
Greene and his team of attorneys. Gams
said statements from the key eyewitnesses
taken just after the accident contradict tes-
timony given in court and suggested their
recollection of the event could have been
influenced by experts hired by Greene.

The witness said he saw Mehdipour
pounding on the windows of the bus, hol-
lering at the driver to stop. The driver
allegedly slammed the bus door on
Mehdipour, trapping his arm, and drove
away, Mehdipour was dragged under the
bus, where his left arm was crushed, the
witness said.

According to statements taken by the
Los Angeles Police Department hours
after the accident, Mehdipour, with his
wife and daughter translating, said he was
hit by a large, light colored car, Gams said,
further evidence that a Big Blue Bus was
not involved.

Greene said Mehdipour was in shock
and under the influence of medication that
altered his thoughts. Greene went on to
blame the LAPD for a “sloppy” investiga-
tion, which he said was conducted 12
hours after the accident had occurred, too
late to gather crucial physical evidence.
He also said testimony given to the police
was, therefore, unreliable.

Gams countered by saying that at no
time during Mehdipour’s conversation
with detectives did his wife or daughter tell
police that they felt their father was not
coherent and that his statements shouldn’t
be entered into the record of the accident.

City calls into question
credibility of witnesses
BIG BLUE, from page 1
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warren@prusd.com • www.sandiegohomesdowntown.com

2 bed 2 bath + den  1,680  sqrft   ocean views! ......$750,000
2 bed 2 bath 1,221 sqft Ocean Views!!...............$550,000
2 bed 2 bath 1,700 sqft Prime water view location..........$1,265,000
2 bed 2 bath + den Penthouse level. Water Views!!!  ..........$1,425,000

Chris Warren
(619) 818-1666

Discover Opportunity...
Just two hours away, Downtown San Diego is booming. 

Minutes to dozens of world class golf courses, parks and the historic Gaslamp
District...and the best ocean views in Southern California!

FOOD FOR
THOUGHT
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BENIHANA-For more than 40 years Benihana chefs have been cooking up a feast on the hibachi grill.  Steak,
chicken, seafood and vegetables are all prepared teppan-style "right before your eyes".  Start your meal with
a sushi appetizer, then relax and enjoy the show while sipping exotic cocktails served in collectible ceramic
mugs.  Open every day for lunch and dinner, valet parking nightly at the corner of 4th and Broadway.  1447
4th St., between Broadway and Santa Monica Blvd. (310) 260-1423.
BIG DEAN’S CAFE-Where the ‘locals’ meet and the ‘fun-loving’ tourists always return! Come enjoy our high-
ly acclaimed beach fare, beer, and wine at the best people watching place on the beach. Music, satellite
sports, 2 outdoor patios, and smoking allowed. This nostalgic eatery has been here since 1902! The prices
are reasonable and children are welcome. Now serving breakfast. Also serving lunch and dinner. 1615
Ocean Front, Santa Monica. (310) 393-2666.
BISTRO OF SANTA MONICA-A romantic setting in a historical 1890 building, enjoy the enchanting strains of
live Italian music every evening and signature dishes created by a master chef and served by a friendly, pro-
fessional staff. Bistro specializes in unique and authentic Italian dishes including fresh seafood dishes, steak
and lobster, offers an excellent wine list and full bar. And to top it all off, enjoy Bistro's Special dessert, our
famous chocolate soufflé. Hours: Lunch Mon.-Fri. 11-3:30 & Dinner 7 nights a week. 2301 Santa Monica
Blvd., Santa Monica. 310-453-5442 www.bistroofsantamonica.com
BRITANNIA PUB-This English pub has a traditional charm with a Californian flair. Traditional British breakfast
is served all day along with all your American favorites. Fish & Chips (our biggest seller) is a must try along
with Bangers & Mash and Shepherds Pie or go American with our assortment of appetizers, burgers, salads,
soups and sandwiches. We also serve our own hand cut fries. Join us after the restaurant closes for Quiz night,
Karaoke, and DJ nights. We now have a late night menu available 10pm-1:30am. Outdoor patio, pool table,
full bar, Gold Award from Guinness. Hours: 11am-10pm Monday-Friday, 9:30am-10pm Saturday and
Sunday. 318 Santa Monica Blvd., Santa Monica. (310) 458-5350.
BUCCA di BEPPO-gets to the heart of Southern Italian cooking with authentic, family-style recipes like Chicken
Parmigiana, Shrimp Scampi, and Tortelloni. Dishes are available in Buca Small portions for 2 or more peo-
ple, and Buca Large for 4 or more. The full menu is available for curb-side take out; we’ll deliver your order
right to your car! Located one block off the Promenade at 1422 2nd St, Santa Monica. Call 310-587-EATS
for reservations and take out. 

CASA ESCOBAR-This family owned institution in Santa Monica has been serving excellent food since 1965.
A friendly bar and dinner house frequented by the "locals" and tourists alike. We feature the best Mexican
dishes in town. Among the favorites are the crispy beef tacos, spinach enchiladas and our house-cut NY Strip
steaks on the grill. Our full bar is home of the famous Casa Escobar Margarita-a winner! While at the bar,
enjoy our classic piano bar along with cable TV. Valet Parking available. All major credit cards. Open lunch
and dinner. 2500 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica. (310) 828-1315.

OVERUNDER SPORTS GRILL-Located on the corner of 14th Street and Santa Monica Blvd., OVERUNDER fea-
tures 12 draft beers and a fine selection of wine making it a great place to watch any and all of your favorite
teams. The house specialty is the Philadelphia cheese steak. OVERUNDER also offers great burgers, salads,
Mexican food and more. OVERUNDER is the viewing home for the Cleveland Browns and strongly supports
the Lakers, Clippers, Dodgers, and Kings. Frequent food and beer specials are also offered at OVERUNDER
Sports Grill. All football, baseball, and basketball games are televised via satellite for every team. 1348 14th
Street, Santa Monica. (310) 576-9913.

THE OMELETTE PARLOR-For 28 years The Omelette Parlor has been offering the finest in breakfast fare. With
high fluffy omelettes, super sandwiches, and the freshest of salads, it’s more than breakfast. Enjoy your day
on our garden patio and experience the friendliness of service. Quality and value prevail forever at The
Omelette Parlor. We open everyday at 6am. Come early! Hours: 6am-2:30pm Monday-Friday, 6am-4pm
Saturday and Sunday. 2732 Main Street, Santa Monica. (310) 399-7892.

THE SLICE-A true neighborhood pizzeria serving authentic New York pizza & buffalo wings. We also offer a
selection of hot & cold subs, pastas and salads. You can also create your own calzone. Eat in, take out, or
delivery. Catering is available. Hours: open daily 11am-9pm. Visit one of our three locations: 915 Wilshire
Blvd., Santa Monica (310) 451-7542, 1622 Ocean Park Blvd., Santa Monica (310) 399-4060, 13151
Fountain Park Drive, Playa Vista (310) 437-7499.

VIOLET-At Violet restaurant the atmosphere is casual, comfortable, and, like its cuisine, is uncluttered. Chef
Jared Simons’ flavorful small plate fare has something to suit everyone, from light eaters to those with a taste
for a more robust fare. The Braised Short Ribs with Shallot Potatoes ($14.50) melt apart while the Multi-
Colored Beet Salad with Eel delights with Kumquat and Ginger Vinaigrette ($9) and the favorite among the
regulars is the Baked Macaroni and Gruyere Cheese with Serrano Ham ($7.50). Unique selection of new and
old world wines by the bottle, glass or flight as well as an impressive list of domestic & imported artisan beers.
Hours: Lunch: Tuesday–Friday, 11:30am–2pm. Dinner: Tuesday–Friday, 6pm–10pm & Saturday and Sunday,
5:30pm–10pm. 3221 Pico Blvd., Santa Monica. www.violetrestaurant.com (310) 453-9113.
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tion of finding huge amounts of drugs.
But we want to be proactive and do what
we can to keep our schools safe.”

Other school districts also use drug-
sniffing dogs, including Inland Empire
schools in Alvord, Banning, Beaumont,

Barstow, Corona-Norco, Fontana, Jurupa,
Redlands, Rialto, Riverside, Temecula,
Upland and Victor Valley.

“Students have to think there is a possi-
bility they will get caught,” Hovey said.
“You want the searches to be something
they think about and expect.”

Students being hounded about
drugs in more and more schools

Former Pechanga chief finds house always wins 
By The Associated Press

RIVERSIDE — The Pechanga Resort & Casino’s former financial officer is selling
his Murrieta home so he can pay back the nearly $500,000 he stole from the tribe.

Superior Court Judge James T. Warren agreed Wednesday with a restitution plan
calling for the sale of Paul Theodore Del Vacchio’s house for $535,000 to a private
buyer submitted by the defense.

Del Vacchio, 40, pleaded guilty earlier to 26 embezzlement-related counts.
Prosecutors said he embezzled $489,000 from the Pechanga Band of Luiseno
Indians and funneled the money into his own bank account.

Del Vacchio isn’t a tribal member.

Reserving judgment on endangered species tract
By The Associated Press

RIVERSIDE — County and city officials said it may be too expensive to establish
an endangered species reserve as originally planned under a $30 million growth ini-
tiative.

Soaring property values and pressure to build more homes in southwest Riverside
County led the Western Riverside County Regional Conservation Authority to
authorize a $150,000 study to see if the reserve can be shrunk and habitat found
elsewhere.

The habitat would have to be suitable for the endangered Quino checkerspot but-
terfly and other rare species protected under state and federal laws.

Some questioned the study, saying the 5,050-acre reserve across parts of
Murrieta, French Valley and unincorporated county land is part of a federally
approved plan that promised to protect the region’s endangered species in estab-
lished pockets while allowing development to go forward elsewhere

“It would be a major, major change and they cannot do this,” said Monica Bond,
a biologist with the Center for Biological Diversity. “We really feel adamant that if
they lose this land it could seriously impact the Quino and push it towards extinc-
tion.”

Murrieta Mayor Kelly Seyarto, chairman of the conservation authority, said the
study is crucial because the land has been fractured by development and may no
longer achieve conservation goals.

He said the study, which could take 18 months, could show there is no problem.
“We knew going in there were some areas that may not work,” Seyarto said. “We

need to make sure our choices are environmentally sound.”
Riverside County spent about $11 million to create the multi-species habitat con-

servation plan, finalized in 2003, to create a system of species reserves so new
homes, road projects, and other infrastructure could be built with fewer environmen-
tal restrictions.

At issue is a reserve known as Core 2. Purchasing land in the area could cost tax-
payers more than $100 million.

STATE BRIEFS

DRUG SNIFFERS, from page 1
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Is proud to bring you the very finest taxi service in

the Santa Monica area. Check out our advantages:

• 17 Years Experience Serving Santa Monica

• First Class Service, 24-Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week

• Licensed, Professional, Safe & Courteous Drivers

• Friendly, Multi-Lingual Dispatch Operators

• Fully Insured, Well-Maintained, Super-Clean Vehicles

• Corporate Accounts Welcome

• Convenient School Transportation or Grocery Shopping

• Senior Citizen Discounts and more...

$3 off the meter ($17 minimum charge)

$4 off the meter ($22 minimum charge)

20% senior citizen discount 828-2233
Discount valid with coupon only. Not valid from hotels. Must mention coupon when ordering the taxi. Not to be combined with any other discounts. Expires 4/31/06.

Glen Michaelsen

1-800-931-6436x699
Email: info@team24-7realty.com
Web: www.team24-7realty.com4644 Admiralty Way, Marina Del Rey, CA, 90292

1253 11th  Street, #5, Santa Monica, 90401

Fred Nabati

Description: Spacious light & bright move-in condition 3 level townhouse
minutes from the beach in sought after Santa Monica area. Large bed-
rooms with ample closets. Large living room with fireplace & balcony that
leads to inviting remodeled kitchen with granite countertops. Bonus Loft
great for office! Central Air/Heat, Heat Circulator, Vacuum System, Alarm
system, 3 balconies, Child Secure*, Private Direct Access 2 car garage &
storage with dumb-waiter!!

2 Beds + 2.5 Baths, 1,614 sq. ft. built in 1992
Price: Call for Price

Status: NOT ON MLS - LIMITED TIME
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BY DAVID KRAVETS
AP Legal Affairs Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — The California
Supreme Court ruled Thursday that
Berkeley did not violate the rights of
youth sailors connected to the Boy Scouts
of America when it demanded marina fees
because the group violates a city anti-dis-
crimination policy.

The city revoked free berthing privi-
leges for the Berkeley Sea Scouts because
the Boy Scouts bar atheist and gay mem-
bers, which violates the city’s 1997 policy
to provide free berthing to nonprofits that
don’t discriminate.

The free speech case, one of more than a
dozen similar lawsuits against the Boy
Scouts and their affiliates nationwide, chal-
lenged the legality of removing or withhold-
ing public subsidies from groups whose
ideals run counter to the government.

The unanimous justices ruled Berkeley,
celebrated in the 1960s as the home of the
Free Speech Movement, could demand
that a group receiving subsidies renounce
a policy of “invidious discrimination.”

“What the California Supreme Court
said was that private clubs can discrimi-
nate, but the taxpayers don’t have to fund
that discrimination,” Berkeley City
Attorney Manuela Albuquerque said.

City officials told the Sea Scouts that
the group could retain its berthing sub-
sidy, valued at about $500 monthly per
boat, if it broke ties with the Boy Scouts or
disavowed the policy against gays and
atheists.

The Sea Scouts, which teaches sailing,
carpentry and plumbing, refused to do so
and maintained that such an edict was
unconstitutional because it compelled
speech it did not agree with.

The decision comes after the U.S.
Supreme Court ruled unanimously
Monday that the government can force
colleges to open their campuses to mili-
tary recruiters despite university objec-
tions to the Pentagon’s “don’t ask, don’t
tell” policy on gays.

The justices rejected a free speech chal-
lenge from law schools receiving federal
funds that claimed they should not have to
associate with military recruiters or pro-
mote their appearance on campus.

Thursday’s legal action is among sever-
al cases in which federal, state and local
governments are distancing themselves
from the Scouts and their affiliated groups
because of discriminatory practices.
Those actions follow a U.S. Supreme
Court decision in 2000 that said the Boy
Scouts have the right to ban openly homo-
sexual scout leaders.

“This is another in a continuing legal

backlash against the Boy Scouts for
asserting and winning its constitutional
rights in the United States Supreme
Court,” said scouting spokesman Bob
Bork.

Connecticut, for example, adopted an
anti-discrimination law that removed the
Scouts from a group of charities state
employees could donate to with paycheck
deductions. The Scouts are also being
sued over a city subsidized campground in
San Diego.

And in 2004, the Pentagon agreed to
warn military bases worldwide that they
should not directly sponsor Boy Scout
troops, to prevent an appearance that it
was improperly supporting a group that
requires members to believe in God.

The Sea Scouts, which received free
berthing for seven decades, also contend-
ed the group was unfairly singled out
because Cal Sailing Club and Berkeley
Yacht Club still receive privileges at the
city-owned Berkeley Marina.

The Sea Scouts alleged its free speech
and freedom of association rights had
been violated in light of a 2000 decision
by the U.S. Supreme Court that said poli-
cies regarding the Scouts’ 2.6 million
youth and 1.1 million adult members were
legal.

Lower courts ruled against the Sea
Scouts, which has about 40 members and
had as many as 100 before the subsidy
was removed. A San Francisco appeals
court said Berkeley could use subsidies to
further a public agenda.

The Sea Scouts berth one boat at the
Berkeley Marina, where the group now
pays a $500 monthly fee. The group
removed two others because it could not
afford the rent.

The city argued that U.S. Supreme
Court in 1984 said the Department of
Education could withhold funding to
schools that discriminate on the basis of
gender, and ruled the year before that Bob
Jones University could be stripped of its
“charitable” tax status because of its
admission policy barring black students.

The Berkeley Sea Scouts argued that
the California Supreme Court in 1967
overturned a Los Angeles County ordi-
nance that required prospective municipal
employees to take an oath repudiating
groups that advocated overthrowing the
state and federal governments.

The group also argued that the U.S.
Supreme Court in 1972 ruled that a local
chapter of the Students for Democratic
Society could not be barred from using a
Connecticut college’s campus facilities
because it was affiliated with what the
university deemed a national group “like-
ly to cause violent acts of disruption.” 

Justices support Berkeley
in penalizing Boy Scouts

Promotions? Record sales? New
hires? If your business has news

to share, send press releases to 

editor@smdp.com
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1006 Wilshire Blvd. (at 10th)
Free Parking in Back

Open Monday - Saturday from 10 to 6. 
Sunday 12 to 5.

Phone: (310) 394-9417 ~ www.magellans.com

Load Warrior
The incredibly durable, rolling 
Load Warrior LT has all the 
carrying capacity of  a classic
wheeled duffel bag at a 
fraction of  the weight. It 
has oversized off-road 
wheels, a rugged foot
plate, and a sturdy 
telescoping handle
that makes it easy
to maneuver even 
with the heaviest gear.
Available in 22”, 25” &
30” sizes. Assorted colors too.
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By The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — Two U.S. Border Patrol
agents were arrested Thursday on charges
of sneaking illegal immigrants out of jail
in exchange for $300,000 in cash bribes.

Mario Alvarez, 44, and Samuel
McClaren, 43, released inmates from an
immigration jail to a smuggling ring that
operates in El Centro, about 120 miles
east of San Diego, according to a federal
complaint filed in January and unsealed
Thursday. The smugglers then allegedly
took the migrants to Los Angeles.

The agents were assigned to a joint effort
between the Border Patrol and Mexico’s
attorney general’s office under which
migrants arrested in the United States were
deported to Mexico for prosecution, the

complaint said. McClaren ran the program
from July 2003 to the end of last year.

Some of the released inmates allegedly
belonged to the smuggling ring. The com-
plaint said the Border Patrol agents
brought two smugglers across the border
into the United States in a government
vehicle in September 2004 and arranged
the release of one of them from jail three
months later in exchange for $10,000.

In October 2005, Alvarez signed a war-
rant that falsely stated a migrant was
deported, when, in fact, he was dropped
off at a Wal-Mart parking lot for $6,000,
according to the complaint.

Both men, of Imperial, were charged
with conspiracy, bribery, making false
statements, migrant smuggling and filing
false tax returns.

BY JENNIFER TALHELM
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Local officials from
the 24 counties along the Southwest bor-
der say they want lawmakers in Congress
to recognize they face problems much
more complex than border walls and guest
worker programs.

They say they need federal help fighting
grinding poverty, disease and crime. The
issues are highlighted in a study they
released Wednesday in Washington just as
senators are grappling with proposals for
overhauling the nation’s immigration system.

Researchers found that if the region
were a 51st state, it would rank first in
federal crimes, second in tuberculosis and
near the bottom in education, per capita
income and access to health care.

Until illegal immigration became a hot
national debate, Congress treated the
Southwest border with “benign neglect,”
said Patrick Call, chairman of the Cochise
County, Ariz., Board of Supervisors.

“There are many other significant
issues that come as a result of being on the
border, and frankly, tremendous opportu-
nities,” he said.

The 246-page report, by researchers at
the University of Texas at El Paso, exam-
ines the social, public health, criminal and
environmental challenges facing the
immigration-stressed region, which
includes the sprawling urban communities
of San Diego and El Paso, Texas, and the
desert and ranch country of Arizona and
New Mexico.

Local elected officials formed the
U.S./Mexico Border Counties Coalition a
decade ago to push Congress for money
for law enforcement, health care and other
problems related to illegal immigration,
which local governments consider a feder-
al problem.

The group says the report examines in
detail problems they’ve been talking about
for years. Chief among them, members
say, are the high rates of disease and lack
of access to health care and insurance.

The study found the region ranks last in
access to health care compared to the rest

of the states and 50th in the number of res-
idents with insurance. Yet the prevalence
of people with tuberculosis is twice that of
the United States as a whole. Residents
also have high rates of AIDS, hepatitis and
adult diabetes.

Local hospitals are straining to cover
the cost of treating uninsured patients,
said San Diego County Supervisor Greg
Cox, the border group’s president.

“You have seen a lot of our hospitals
reach the breaking point,” Cox said.
“Some of them are on the verge of bank-
ruptcy, and that’s a very, very, very scary
scenario.”

The local officials will take the infor-
mation with them as they meet with mem-
bers of Congress this week and later.

The study’s author, Dennis Soden, said
members of Congress have reason to lis-
ten.

“The Southwest is what the rest of the
country is going to look like in five, 30
years: Hispanic majority, very young pop-
ulation, immigrant population,” he said.
“That places a burden on the school sys-
tems, on the health system.”

Although many of the problems high-
lighted in the report are related to the large
numbers of migrants passing through their
communities, many of the border officials
in Washington this week said they don’t
support walls and other hard barriers to
immigration proposed by members of
Congress.

Manny Ruiz, a Santa Cruz, Ariz., coun-
ty supervisor, said businesses in his com-
munity and across the country thrive
because of the border traffic. In the winter
and spring, about half of the fresh produce
sold in the U.S. enters the country through
Nogales, Ariz.

Ruiz and Call, the Coshise County offi-
cial, say they worry lawmakers from
heartland states don’t understand the com-
plex region. They hope the report will
change that, too.

“The unintended consequences are
very scary for us,” Call said. “We certain-
ly appreciate the help, but we think we’re
better judges of what we need than some-
one who isn’t here.”

Report: Border problems
can’t be contained by fence

Border agents accused
of seeking out bribes
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BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

THE MOVIE: Failure to Launch
THE DIRECTOR: Tom Dey
THE STARS: Matthew McConaughey,

Sarah Jessica Parker, Kathy Bates,
Terry Bradshaw

American moviegoers generally don’t
expect much out of the average romantic
comedy: An allegedly mismatched cou-
ple who are obviously perfect for each
other spend most of the film grappling
with relationship issues everyone knows

will eventually be resolved. There’s gonna be a few kooky
friends, a montage or two, and somewhere around the 90-
minute mark the director will cue sappy music (something
by Counting Crows or Aimee Mann) then push in for a
close-up of the Big Kiss. Roll credits (with bloopers!)

What separates good rom-coms from bad ones are the
Three C’s: Chemistry, Comedy, Credibility. “Failure to
Launch” — a title that may very well portend the film’s
fate at the box office — has only one “C” going for it,
courtesy of charismatic stars Matthew McConaughey and
Sarah Jessica Parker. While the comely couple certainly
give it their all, the end result is an unsatisfying mess that

reminds us that sometimes, in movies as in love, your best
just ain’t good enough. 

McConaughey is way in his element as Tripp, a fun-
loving 35-year-old boat salesman with a serious Peter Pan
complex. Tripp and best buddies Ace (Justin Bartha) and
Demo (Bradley Cooper of “Wedding Crashers”) are part
of a subculture of 30-something dudes who still live with
their parents — a phenomenon we’re to believe is so wide-
spread it spawned a unique cottage industry. Enter the
irresistible Paula (Parker), a professional consultant who’s
been hired by Tripp’s long-suffering folks (Kathy Bates
and Terry Bradshaw, the most appealing characters in the
movie) to pretend to fall for Tripp in order to extricate him
from the nest — the dumb idea being that love of a woman
will trump his love of mom’s home cooking. Apparently,
it’d be too much to just ask the guy to move out! 

Hard as it is to get past the ludicrous premise, it’s
damn near impossible to see Paula and the ’rents as any-
thing other than what they are – a paid escort and the
lying liars who hired her. Dey and scribes Tom Astle and
Matt Ember throw in some lame contrivances at film’s
end designed to plug gaping holes in reason and absolve
the guilty parties of their ethical malfeasance. It’s too lit-
tle, too late for “Failure to Launch,” a film that never real-
ly gets off the ground.  

(Rated PG-13. Running time: 97 minutes)

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

THE MOVIE: Ask the Dust
THE DIRECTOR: Robert Towne
THE STARS: Salma Hayek, Colin

Farrell, Donald Sutherland

Based on the late John Fante’s novel
of same name, “Ask the Dust,” set in a
handsomely recreated Depression-era
Los Angeles, chronicles the tempestu-
ous affair between a pair of star-crossed
lovers in a city where neither feels wel-
come. While he looks a bit too pretty

for the part, Irish actor Colin Farrell acquits himself well
enough as Arturo Bandini, a rough-hewn son of Italian
immigrants who migrated from Colorado to a flophouse
in LA’s Bunker Hill neighborhood with designs on
becoming a famous writer married to the Barbie arche-
type. Salma Hayek, who’s never looked finer, is scintillat-
ing as the tough-as-nails Mexican waitress on the hunt for
a WASP-y hubby who can provide her unborn brood with
opportunities she feels she never had. 

These two butt heads from the get-go, knowing that
neither fits into their idealized future, yet the attraction is
undeniable. Some curious developments and too many
cheeseball lines mar their explosive mating dance (“Are
these shoes too good for my legs?” she asks. “Your legs
are too good for those shoes,” he replies breathlessly), but
all in all the actors manage to sell their troubled pairing as
a metaphor for racial tension in the City of Angels. By the
way, as an LA-resident, I must say that race relations here
aren’t nearly as contentious as films such as this one and
newly-crowned Best Pic “Crash” would have you believe. 

Those hoping writer-director Towne might work the sort
of magic found in his most celebrated screenplay, “Chinatown”
are bound to be disappointed by this uneven effort. The dia-
logue is clunky; character development given short-shrift; and
the racial tension that Towne asserts is keeping the lovers apart
never really substantiated. Those hoping to see the stars naked,
however, are in for a treat. I, for one, may never enter the
Pacific Ocean again without thinking about Hayek. 

‘Failure to Launch’fails to hit the three‘Cs’

Ask the cheese

REVIEW

REVIEW

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

THE MOVIE: The Shaggy Dog
THE DIRECTOR: Brian Robbins
THE STARS: Tim Allen, Robert

Downey Jr., Kristin Davis

Little kids and ‘tweeners should
warm to this remake of the 1959 Fred
MacMurray vehicle (Disney’s first-ever
live action flick), which has Tim Allen
delivering an inspired performance as a
dog-detesting DA who is magically
transformed into a butt-sniffing mutt.

Robert Downey Jr. is equally fun to watch as the mad sci-
entist performing illegal tests on animals at the behest of

a big bad pharmaceutical company. “Sex and the City’s”
Kristin Davis is radiant as Allen’s loving, oft-neglected
better half, and youngster Spencer Breslin comes through
in the movie’s most chancy role — as Davis and Allen’s
swishy “Grease”-loving son (about as “Brokeback” as the
Mouse House is likely to get).

Anthropomorphic gags are predictable, yet undeniably
charming. Allen is doggedly determined to get laughs,
and manages to do so frequently scampering about on all
fours, but what really makes his a winning performance
is a surprising tenderness, particularly evident in a lump-
in-the-throat scene with Davis at an anniversary dinner.
Surely, Allen will be at the top of the list to star whenev-
er they get around to remaking “The Ugly Dachsund.”
(And they will!)

(Rated PG. Running time: 98 minutes)

With dogged determination

REVIEW

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

THE MOVIE: Evil
THE DIRECTOR: Mikael Hafström
THE STARS: Andreas Wilson, Henrik

Lundström, Linda Zilliacus

If you’ve ever wondered what
“School Ties” would have been like in
Swedish with subtitles, the folks at
Magnolia Pictures have got a film for
you. “Evil,” director Mikael Hafström’s
(“Derailed”) disquieting adaptation of
Swedish author Jan Guillou’s 1981

novel, was nominated for an Academy Award in the for-
eign language category two years ago, and is just now
arriving in American theaters.

It’s the story of Erik Ponti (Andreas Wilson), a bright,
good-looking kid with anger management issues stem-
ming from the beatings he regularly endures at the hands

of his abusive stepfather. After getting tossed from public
school for his own violent outbursts, Erik is sent to a
prestigious boarding school where he’s determined to set
himself on the straight and narrow. The school is con-
trolled by upper-crust upperclassmen whose arbitrary and
vicious bullying is not just condoned by administrators,
but encouraged. Erik ain’t down with the abuse that the
Aryan monsters led by the menacing Silverhielm (Gustaf
Skarsgard) are dishing out, and spends the bulk of his
time there attempting to resist nonviolently (his nerdy
roommate turned him on to Ghandi). That doesn’t work
out so well, though. 

While guilty of cliché overkill and peddling one-
dimensional characters (especially the bad guys),
Hafström deserves kudos for a fine job steadily increas-
ing the tension leading up to the inevitable snap. When it
happens, there’s a powerful sense of release and relief.
Strong performances all around are complemented by
technical elements. 

(Not rated. Running time: 113 minutes)

Wait for the snap in ‘Evil’

REVIEW

YOUR OPINION MATTERS! Send your letters to Santa Monica Daily Press Attn. Editor:
1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202 Santa Monica • 90401 • sack@smdp.com
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Crossroads concert will take cell phone requests
By Daily Press staff

Cell phone interruptions have now become part of the performance for one
improv artist.

Crossroads School will present music department faculty member Richard
Grayson in a program of classical keyboard improvisation on March 19. As he did
for the first time last year, he will take his themes from the audience members’ cell
phones — which he’s asked them to bring — a concept prompted by frequent cell
phone interruptions during concerts. After audience members phone each other at
the start of the concert, Grayson will take a half-dozen of the best cell phone tunes
to improvise on.

Grayson received his Ph.D in composition from UCLA and from 1969 to 2001
was on the faculty of Occidental College in Los Angeles. His specialties include
keyboard improvisation and live electronic music.

The free show will begin at 5 p.m. at Crossroads School’s Roth Hall, 1714 21st
St. There is limited street parking.

Crossroads School is considered one of the leading college preparatory schools
in the nation. In its 34-year history, Crossroads School has developed a reputation
for academic excellence with virtually 100 percent of its students graduating to dis-
tinguished colleges.

Crossroads School was founded upon five basic commitments: to academic
excellence; to the arts; to the greater community; to the development of a student
population of social, economic, and racial diversity; and to the development of each
student’s physical well-being and full human potential.

Gay play delves into bigger issues
By Daily Press staff

Larry Dean Harris’ “The Prodigal Father,” a comedic drama of a gay man’s strug-
gle to understand his Alzheimer’s-stricken father who comes to live with him, will
be presented as a staged reading on March 15.    

The new play will be presented at 8 p.m. at the Powerhouse Theatre, 3116 Second
St., between Rose and Marine, just off Main Street in Santa Monica. The reading is
free and open to the public. A reception with food and refreshments follows.

“Prodigal Father” is the second in Playwrights 6’s 2006 staged reading series,
dubbed “Play Night with the Playwright.” Playwrights 6 is the critically acclaimed
and only playwright-managed theater company in Los Angeles.

Harris is an L.A. Weekly Best Playwriting nominee for his second play, “Bible
Stories.” His first play, “Inverted Pyramid,” was a winner in the Midwest
Playwrights Festival and named Best Original Play and Best Drama of the Year by
the Ann Arbor News. His fourth play, “Like an Old Song,” was named Best Gay-
Themed Play of the Year by Backstage West. His new musical with collaborator
Mark Winkler, “Play it Cool,” will make its world premiere at Celebration Theatre
in Hollywood in June 2006. His essays are frequently published on the online liter-
ary site FreshYarn.com.

Founded in 1999, Playwrights 6 is the only playwright-managed theater compa-
ny in Los Angeles. In its short history, Playwrights 6 productions have earned sev-
eral L.A. Weekly Theatre Award nominations and Backstage West Garland Award
honorary mentions. Playwrights 6 productions have also made several “Critics Top
10” lists and garnered several “Critic’s Picks.”

For information, call (323) 860-6625.

Laughing out loud can be magic
By Daily Press staff

Stand-up comedy will appear at Magicopolis Theater on St. Patrick’s Day.
On March 17, the stand-up comedy show entitled “Love Me” written and per-

formed by two young stand-up comics, Hans Kulla-Mader and Eamon Cannon, will
be performed at 7:30 p.m. at the theater, 1418 Fourth St. Tickets are $7.

For more information, log onto hansandeamon.com.

Gallery serves up an eclectic trio of artists
By Daily Press staff

Three artist receptions and exhibits open this weekend at a local art gallery.
“Estranged” is the name of Lori Earley’s new body of work exhibiting at

CoproNason gallery. 
Her oil paintings are a combination of classical realistic rendering with a person-

al element of distortion. Their distortion is derived from her innate desire to render
the world she feels as opposed to the world she sees before her. The exhibit will run
from March 11 through April 8. An artist reception will be held on Saturday, March
11, from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m. at the Copro/Nason Gallery, 2525 Michigan Ave.

Also running from March 11 through April 8 is an exhibit from Audrey
Kawasaki, who lives in the ordinary world with rules and etiquette. But with a pen-
cil and paintbrush in hand, she creates a fantasy land with no rules or restrictions.
Kawasaki’s images come to her when she gets a piece of wood, cuts it down and
sands it. She stares into the wood grain and soon it comes alive. She paints in oil so
she can smear and rub it into the wood and prefers earthly subtle colors toned down
and not too bright. 

An artist reception will be held on Saturday, March 11, from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m.
The final exhibit is from artist Yosuke Ueno, who originates from Japan. His

themes are very cosmic and his alias is SpaceEgg77. His palette of colors is other-
worldly and his themes range from Anne Frank looking down on earth from the
heavens to cosmic ducks and magic mushrooms. Bizarre, surreal and thought pro-
voking, conjuring images from another galaxy are words that come to mind.   

ENTERTAINMENT BRIEFS
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Welcome to the Santa Monica Art Palette, created by City Hall’s cultural affairs division, for the weekend of March 9. This
week’s palette provides a peek at what a wide assortment of cultural opportunities we have in Santa Monica with an evening of
stunning contemporary dance, a traditional theatre opening, and an exhibition of one of our local artists’ work in ceramics. Each
of these offerings showcases an aspect of what makes Santa Monica such a great place to live!

Highways presents the second event of its annual pan-Asian festival, Treasure in the House, with funding from the
Santa Monica Community Arts Grant Program. Curated by Dan Kwong, one of Santa Monica preeminent performance
artists, the annual festival series explores the traditions of Asian and Pacific Island cultures through contemporary arts.
This weekend, Li Chiao-Ping and her company will premiere new dance works incorporating text, slides, original music,
and inventive choreography.  

L'ANNEE DU CHIEN
Choreography by Li Chiao-Ping
http://www.highwaysperformance.org/
HighwaysTickets@aol.com
(310) 315-1459
Highways Performance Space and Gallery, 18th Street Arts Center

1651 18th St.
Santa Monica, CA 90404

Opening this weekend at the Morgan-Wixson Theatre is Steel Magnolias, the story of a small circle of friends who
come together every Saturday morning for their weekly  appointments at Truvy’s Beauty Parlor in Nachitoches, La. The
third production of the Santa Monica Theatre Guild’s 60th season mixes tragedy with a healthy dose of southern eccen-
tricity. Steel Magnolias opens March 10 with performances on Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m. through April 8.

Santa Monica Theatre Guild
Morgan-Wixson Theatre
2627 Pico Blvd.
(310) 828-7519
info@morgan-wixson.org
http://www.morgan-wixson.org/index.cfm

And in an ongoing exhibition spotlighting the works of its talented faculty,
Santa Monica College will be presenting the ceramics of Richard McColl and
Franklyn Phillips from March 10 through March 25 in the SMC Photography
Gallery in Drescher Hall at 1900 Pico Blvd. Join students and faculty at the
college on Friday from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. for an opening reception. Gallery
hours are noon to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Friday and 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday. For additional information, call (310) 434-3434 or (310) 434-8204.

SANTA MONICA ART PALETTE
M A K I N G  A R T S  A N D  C U LT U R E  C O M E  A L I V E  I N  S A N TA  M O N I C A

If you would like to subscribe to the Santa Monica Arts Palette via e-mail, please send a blank e-mail with the word “Subscribe” in the
subject line to artpalette.mailbox@smgov.net

BY D’LYNN WALDRON
Special to the Daily Press

There may be nothing more relaxing
than listening to the classics of Mozart,
especially if it is free.

A free gala concert by the acclaimed
Santa Monica Symphony under the baton
of its music director and conductor, Allen
Robert Gross, will celebrate Mozart’s
250th birthday, on March 19 at 7:30 p.m.
in the Santa Monica Civic Auditorium.
The program will feature the new star of
opera and concert stage, Jessica Rivera.

The audience is invited to dress up,
remembering the era when the Santa
Monica Civic Auditorium hosted the red
carpet Academy Awards. For the British in
the crowd, “decorations can be worn.”
Members of the audience also are welcome
to come in their usual California casual.

The concert will open with Mozart’s
popular Symphony No. 36, the “Linz.”
The prodigious Mozart wrote the sympho-
ny in four days when he unexpectedly had
to give a concert in Linz. The symphony
reflects his happy mood at being able to
marry the woman he loved and being a
new father. It is supposed that he was
already working on it in his head and hur-
riedly wrote for the occasion.

After the intermission, Rivera, a sopra-
no, will join the orchestra for Mahler’s
Fourth Symphony. In that symphony,
Mahler, who grew up in a troubled family,
depicts a child’s vision of an ideal world
where the physical and the spiritual are
one. The symphony opens with sleigh
bells and melodies reminiscent of the
songs and excitement of childhood. Then
in a heart-stopping crescendo, the gates of
heaven open for the child and Rivera sings
the boy’s poetic description the wonders
within, where musicians play and the
saints give the children delicious things to

eat. At the end of the symphony, the listen-
er is left to decide if Mahler says the
child’s description of heaven is just the
illusion of innocence.

Reviewers have praised the scope of
Gross’musical knowledge and his ability to
impart his own enthusiasm to an orchestra
and polish its performance. In the Mahler
Fourth, Gross fully brings out the subtle
complexities of the dynamics in this sym-
phony, which is both dramatic and melodic.

Rivera’s 2005-2006 season is high-
lighted by her acclaimed performance as
Nuria in the world premiere of Osvaldo
Golijov’s “Ainadamar” with the Santa Fe
Opera. She recorded the role for Deutsche
Grammophon with the Atlanta Symphony
Orchestra and portrayed Nuria in the Peter
Sellars’ staging of the opera at the New
York Lincoln Center in January.  

Rivera, who is a native of Southern
California, has appeared this season with the
LA Philharmonic, the BBC Orchestra, the
Auckland Philharmonia, the Los Angeles
Opera, Opera Santa Barbara, the New West
Symphony, the Ravinia Festival, the Los
Angeles Master Chorale, the Ojai Festival
the Cerritos Center, the American Youth
Symphony, the Fort Worth Symphony, and
the Santa Monica Symphony. 

The popular pre-concert talks are given
by UCLA’s Professor Raymond Knapp in
the meeting room of the Civic Auditorium
at 6:30 p.m. 

The highly praised Santa Monica
Symphony is in its 61st year. It is able to
continue giving free concerts, thanks to
the generosity of its sponsors and the city
of Santa Monica. The concerts attract an
audience of all ages and last spring’s free
performance filled the 3,000-seat audito-
rium to capacity, with many young people
in the balcony. Seats are not reserved.

The auditorium is located at 1855 Main St.
For more information, call (310) 395-6330.

No strings attached
for Mozart’s birthday

BY JUNE STODDARD
Special to the Daily Press

Supporters of a local school raised
more than $30,000 in one night.

On Feb. 24, John Muir Elementary
held its most profitable fundraiser ever.
The Ocean Park elementary school,
with just 360 students, is a well-kept
secret haven for children to learn and
grow. It was their first year holding the
“Watch Us Soar” Annual Silent Auction
at the Victorian, down the block from
Muir at Main Street and Ocean Park
Boulevard.  

More than 325 auction items went on

the block, both silent and live. The
venue’s layout is a two-story, sprawling
Victorian home, built in 1894 and deco-
rated by Louis Marx with authentic pieces
from the period.

The ambiance of the gala event was
set just walking in the door. The 170
guests felt instantly at home and went to
work discovering auction items both up
and downstairs, with bidding starting as
low as $10, while enjoying the hosted
wine bar and appetizers created by
DuckDuckMousse Catering. Favorite
bidding items every year are: “Principal
for the day,” “time with favorite teach-
ers,” as well as certificates for restau-

rants, spas, massages, hotel stays, vaca-
tions in far off places, among hundreds
of others. The silent auction ended just
as the buffet dinner downstairs began
surrounded by the art, and live auction
pieces. After dinner, the live auction
trip to Hawaii — including a seven
nights stay in a penthouse beachfront
condo, half-day fishing charter, scuba
dive, and fresh-caught dinner — went
for $2,800. In a “live ask” school sup-
porters raised approximately $3,500 for
their library renovation.

As a result of approaching local busi-
nesses to underwrite this year’s auction,
all of the funds raised are going directly

toward school programs. The event netted
more than $32,000 for John Muir’s library,
science, technology, and art programs,
thanks to dozens of sponsors. John Muir is
a Title One school, meaning many of its
students are low income.

Meighan McGuire spearheaded the
fundraising effort this year after serving
as PTA president for the last two years.
She was supported by auction helpers:
Jane Bordal, Clara Sturak, Lauren
Lambert, Betty McNamura, Bonnie
Bennetts, Karla Klarins, Liz Gutierrez,
Chris Dickenson, Martha Duran-
Contreras, Thea Mercouffer, Lorelle
Carter and Nicole Picard.

Raising money proves elementary for John Muir school

Can’t find the Daily Press in your neighborhood? 
Call us. We’ll take your suggestions. (310) 458-PRESS (7737)
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CRIMINAL DEFENSE
The Law Offices of Clifford C.

Nichols
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Those Charged With CRIMES
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Juveniles and Adults
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233 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 400 

Santa Monica California
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For An Appointment Call: (310) 917-1083
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American Red Cross
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Tax deductible.
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BY JEREMY MEYER
Special to the Daily Press

Seventy-five filmmakers from the area and abroad
— including Australia, England and Germany — will
be arriving in Venice this week for the third annual
independent film festival known as “The Other Venice
Film Festival.”

The festival is a community event that was devel-
oped to give filmmakers young and old an opportunity
to get their films screened in their full-length, short and
animated versions.

The Other Venice Film Festival, held from March 16
through March 19, will take over two locations in Venice
this year — The Electric Lodge and the Switch Studios.

“We’re extremely excited about the third annual Other
Venice Film Festival,” said A.J. Peralta, the festival’s co-
founder. “Following on the success of our first two sell-
out seasons, we’ve added an additional screening night,
and for the first time will be awarding a grant to a local
filmmaker from a portion of festival ticket sales.”

This season will include special films featuring every-
thing from women director shorts; multicultural film-
makers; political films; music videos; experimental;
youth filmmakers; documentaries; feature and short film
premier events; a benefit screening for the Cheshire
Project (a summer camp for the mentally disabled); and a
grant which will be awarded to a local filmmaker to help
complete his or her project.

This year, the Other Venice Film Festival also will kick
off a very special Local Maverick Spotlight Screening in
which Roger Corman will be awarded.

Corman, who has 458 feature films and television
credits to his name, many of which were developed at his
Venice-based studio. Corman’s classic film “The Masque
of the Red Death,” starring Vincent Price, will be shown.
The director will participate in a question and answer ses-
sion with the audience before being presented with the
special award by the 2005 recipient, Stacy Peralta. The
doors for the event will open at 7 p.m. on March 16 and

will start with a happy hour, with food provided by cele-
brated chef Hans Rockenwagner’s new Venice eatery, 3
Square.

Over at Switch Studios there will be a special bene-
fit screening of “The Return of the Muskrats,” a pirate
movie that defies all norms, directed by Andrew
Mudge and starring a cast of mentally disabled actors
with a cameo appearance by Peter Bergman of “The
Young and the Restless.” All proceeds from the screen-
ing will go to the Cheshire Project summer camp for
the mentally disabled.  

The festival will conclude with the award ceremony
for the Abbot Award, named after Venice founding father
Abbot Kinney. The event, free to the public, will conclude
with a closing party. Cellist Shaun Darius, who has
played with k.d. Lang, will perform at 6:30 p.m. 

Audience Choice and Most Excellent Abbot awards
will be given to the most popular and best films from the
2006 festival, and an honorary Abbot will be awarded to
Vidiots Video Store of Santa Monica in recognition of its
contributions as an excellent community resource for
local filmmakers and film fans for more than 20 years. 

“It feels good to be able to give back to the commu-
nity that has shown so much support for our growing
event,” said Ruby De La Casas, a festival co-founder.
“We hope everyone will come out and enjoy all that The
Other Venice Film Festival has to offer — from
thought-provoking and fun films to live music, art and
more — it’s a great way to connect with and foster the
creative spirit of our city by the sea as Venice embarks
on its second century.” 

Tickets are available online at www.othervenicefilm-
fest.com. Previous festival events have sold out, so
advance tickets sales are recommended. Ticket prices are:
$15 for Thursday, March 16; $20 for Friday, March 17,
with after-party; $10 for individual screening events; and
$60 for an all-access festival pass. 

The Abbot Awards Ceremony at the Electric Lodge
is free and open to the public.  Call (310) 823-0710,
ext. 1, for directions.

‘Other’ film fest promises forum
for directors of all walks in Venice



BY ALEXANDRE DA SILVA
Associated Press Writer

KAILUA, Hawaii — The abuses were described in
youngsters’ letters that were forwarded anonymously to
the ACLU: Boys and girls were beaten, locked alone in
cells for days and denied medical care by untrained
guards at Hawaii’s only juvenile prison.

Now, nearly three years after the tip helped expose
mistreatment of teenagers at the Hawaii Youth
Correctional Facility, the federal government is forcing
the state to clean up its act.

Under an agreement reached Feb. 7 with the U.S.
Justice Department, two outside experts will draw up
plans for reforming the prison over the next three years,

and the state must file updates on conditions there every
four months.

The 75-bed, $6 million prison is in one of the most
attractive settings in the nation, in a grassy green valley
on Oahu. The place can be reached by a narrow road that
takes drivers past cows and horses. On a recent weekday,
some of the 62 teenage inmates played basketball in a
gymnasium and waved to patrolling guards.

“From the outside, it looks fine,” said Lois Perrin,
legal director for the American Civil Liberties Union of
Hawaii, which exposed misconduct in 2003 after some-
one sent the organization letters from inmates. “It’s strik-
ingly gorgeous. But that’s what is deceiving about it.”

Page after page of court records, full of explicit language
and detail, depict a prison where inmates tried to commit
suicide by hanging or mutilated themselves, and where
inexperienced guards let teens fight and harass each other.

Guards also were described as brutally knocking teens
to the ground. When asked about the use of force, one
replied, “For juveniles, anything goes.”

Federal investigations have exposed similar problems
in a dozen states from California to New Jersey.

“It’s unfortunately not an isolated instance,” said Sue
Burrel, an attorney at the Youth Law Center, which inves-
tigates child abuse in welfare and juvenile justice sys-
tems. “The kinds of issues that have come up are very
similar to the kinds of issues that have resulted in lawsuits
in other parts of the country.”

The ACLU faults Gov. Linda Lingle’s administration
for not taking action sooner. Lingle, a Republican, took
office in 2003.

“There was a lot of work that could have been done to
avoid a full-blown investigation,” Perrin said.

State officials said conditions at the prison resulted
from years of bad management and noted that improve-
ments have been made already. Bars from which youths
could hang themselves have been removed, the number of
inmates has been reduced from a peak of 101 in 2003,
and the staff is getting more training.

The inmates are 13 to 18 years old and are locked up
for everything from truancy to rape, though most of their
offenses were nonviolent. From 1994 to 2002, 62 people
under 18 were arrested on murder charges in Hawaii.
During that eight-year period, there were 4,539 juvenile
arrests for vandalism and 6,462 for drug abuse.

Kaleve Tufono-Iosefa, who took over the juvenile
prison in 2004 amid allegations of overcrowding and
unsanitary conditions under the previous boss, attributed
some of the abusive practices by guards to the 1991 trans-
fer of the institution from the Corrections Department to
the Human Services Department.

“The mentality and practices were still under the adult
corrections model, which is more punitive as opposed to
rehabilitation,” she said. “That’s what we are trying to
establish here: a philosophy of rehabilitation.”
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BY SUE MAJOR HOLMES
Associated Press Writer

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — The particle accelerator at
Sandia National Laboratories has created an ionized gas
that reached more than 2 billion degrees Kelvin, hotter
than the interior of stars and hotter than any other known
temperature on Earth.

Scientists working with Sandia’s Z machine said the
discovery could lead to smaller, less expensive nuclear
fusion plants — if they can understand what happened
and harness that energy.

Ordinarily, non-nuclear reactions produce less
energy than goes into the reaction, but Sandia’s exper-
iment produced up to four times more energy than
expected.

“At first, we were disbelieving,” said Chris Deeney,
head of the project for Sandia. “We repeated the exper-
iment many times to make sure we had a true result
and not an ‘Oops’.”

Scientists have dreamed for decades of learning how
to harness fusion for unlimited energy.

“It’s the same principle as the hydrogen bomb,” said

Neal Singer, a spokesman for Sandia. “Researchers know
they can do that. The problem is ... can you do it in a con-
trolled way?”

Sandia’s experiment, which held up in tests and com-
puter modeling in the 14 months since it was done, was
outlined in the Feb. 24 Physical Review Letters. The
authors also presented a possible explanation of what
happened and why by Sandia consultant Malcolm
Haines, who has worked in the field at the Imperial
College in London.

The achievement will not mean fusion in the near
future, but it’s another step toward that goal, Singer said.

The Z machine, in a warehouse-size laboratory, is a
giant circular accelerator which focuses 36 electrical-
energy beam lines on a tiny target at its center. It produces
energy — heat — in the form of X-rays.

The machine normally passes 20 million amps of
current through a spool-size core of tungsten wires,
each thinner than a human hair. The current vaporizes
the wires, turning them a cloud of ions, called a plas-
ma. The powerful magnetic field that surrounds the
electrical current grabs the ions, squashing the plasma
to the thickness of pencil lead at a velocity so rapid it

would send a plane from New York to San Francisco
in seconds.

Sandia reached its high temperatures in part by substi-
tuting steel wires around a coffee cup-size core.
Increasing the size of the core increased the distance the
ions traveled, giving them more time to gain velocity and
therefore energy.

The steel allowed more detailed measurements than
tungsten would have.

But the larger size of the core didn’t account for all the
heat generated or the fact everything should have stopped
once the ions reached the center — sort of like a car stop-
ping when it hits a wall.

Instead, for about 10 billionths of a second, some
unknown energy pushed back against the magnetic field.

Haines theorized that the Z machine’s magnetic ener-
gies created microturbulences that increased the energy
of ions caught in the magnetic field. The extra jolt of
kinetic energy produced hotter temperatures.

The Z machine was created about a decade ago from
an earlier pulsed power machine at Sandia. It will be ren-
ovated this summer and its output will be increased dra-
matically.

Federal lab gives off some serious energy

Under federal watch, troubled prison begins reform

BY AMY TEIBEL
Associated Press Writer

JERUSALEM — Israel expects to draw its permanent
borders by 2010 and build a controversial settlement out-
side Jerusalem as part of the effort, acting Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert said in an interview published Thursday.

Olmert, whose Kadima Party is the clear front-runner
in March 28 elections, told The Jerusalem Post daily that
within four years he intended to “get to Israel’s perma-
nent borders, whereby we will completely separate from
the majority of the Palestinian population and preserve a
large and stable Jewish majority in Israel.”

Olmert’s chief security adviser, Avi Dichter, had dis-
closed the time frame earlier this week, but it was the first
time the acting Israeli leader publicly discussed it.

Olmert said Israel would act unilaterally to set its bor-
ders if Hamas militants — poised to take control of the
Palestinian Authority — don’t renounce their violent cam-
paign against Israel and accept the guidelines of an inter-
nationally backed peace plan within a “reasonable time.”

Olmert said his broad guidelines for Israel’s borders
included its three major settlement blocs — Maaleh
Adumim and Gush Etzion outside Jerusalem, and Ariel,

deep inside the West Bank. Borders would also include
Jerusalem and its immediate environs, and the Jordan River
Valley, which Olmert characterized as a “security border.”

Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erekat urged Olmert to
return to talks with the Palestinians. “Unilateralism and
dictation will only add to the complexities and will not
solve problems,” Erekat said.

Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas, a political moder-
ate, has stated his interest in resuming long-stalled nego-
tiations. But Olmert told The Jerusalem Post he had no
intention of meeting Abbas after Israel’s elections
because he sees him as part of a Palestinian Authority
dominated by Hamas.

The militant group, which won Palestinian parliamen-
tary elections in January, expects to install a Cabinet
within the next few weeks. A Hamas spokesman in Gaza,
Mushir al-Masri, said the group would take over the key
ministries — finance, foreign affairs and the interior,
which oversees some of the security forces.

Last year, Olmert confirmed Israel had frozen plans to
build 3,650 housing units on land between Jerusalem and
Maaleh Adumim, Israel’s largest West Bank settlement,
because of pressure from Washington, which sees the
construction as an impediment to peacemaking efforts.

Israel looks to set borders by 2010
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Broadway Loews Cineplex
1441 3rd Street 
(310) 458-6232

Capote
11:15am 1:45pm 4:30pm 7:15pm 10pm
The Hills Have Eyes
11:45am 2:15pm 5:15pm 8pm 10:30pm
Curious George 
1pm 3:30pm 5:45pm
Night Watch (Nochnoi
Dozor)
7:45pm 10:15pm
Transamerica
11am 1:30pm 4:15pm 7pm 9:45pm

Mann's Criterion Theatre
1313 3rd Street
(310) 395-1599

Aquamarine
11:40am 2:10pm 4:40pm 7:10pm
9:40pm
Ultraviolet
12:30pm 2:50pm 5:10pm 7:30pm
9:50pm
Firewall
4:50pm 10:10pm
Munich
11:30am 3pm 6:30pm 10pm
The Pink Panther
11:50am 2pm 4:30pm 7pm 9:20pm
The Libertine
2:20pm 5pm 7:40pm 10:20pm 
Syriana
1:50pm 7:20pm

AMC7 Santa Monica
1310 3rd Street 
(310) 289-4262

Eight Below
1:20pm 4:25pm 7:30pm 10:20pm
16 Blocks
12:15pm 2:45pm 5:15pm 7:50pm
10:30pm
Date Movie
12:30pm 2:40pm 4:45pm 7:15pm
9:20pm
Dave Chappelle’s Block
Party
2:10pm 4:50pm 7:20pm 9:50pm
Failure to Launch
12pm 2:20pm 4:50pm 7:20pm 9:45pm
11:40pm
The Shaggy Dog
11:45am 1:40pm 2:30pm 4:20pm
5:05pm 7pm 7:40pm 9:30pm 10:10pm
11:45pm

Nuwilshire Theatre
1314 Wilshire Blvd 
(310) 281-8228

Brokeback Mountain
12:15pm 3:45pm 7pm 10pm
Tsotsi 
12pm 2:30pm 5pm 7:30pm 9:55pm

Laemmle 4-Plex Theatre
1332 2nd Street
(310) 394-9741

Mrs. Henderson Presents
1:50pm 4:25pm 7pm 9:35pm
The Three Burials of
Melquiades Estrada 
4pm 9:35pm
Coachella
12am
Ask the Dust
1:20pm 4:10pm 7:10pm 9:55pm
Good Night, and Good Luck
1:35pm 7:20pm
Duck Season
12:45pm 3:05pm 5:25pm 7:45pm 10pm

M O V I E G U I D E
SHOWTIMES FOR FRIDAY,  MARCH 10,  2006

In 1864, Ulysses S. Grant became
commander of the Union armies in the
Civil War.
In 1949, Nazi wartime broadcaster
Mildred E. Gillars, also known as “Axis
Sally,” was convicted in Washington, D.C.,
of treason. (She served 12 years in prison.)
In 1965, Neil Simon’s play “The Odd
Couple,” starring Walter Matthau and
Art Carney, opened on Broadway.
In 1969, James Earl Ray pleaded
guilty in Memphis, Tenn., to the assas-
sination of Martin Luther King Jr. (Ray
later repudiated that plea, maintaining
his innocence until his death.)

MORE TODAY IN HISTORY

Questions or comments? Email calendar@smdp.com
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By The Associated Press

COPENHAGEN, Denmark — Bob Dylan will
perform at Denmark’s annual Roskilde Festival
as part of his “Never Ending” Tour.

Other artists scheduled to appear at the June
29-July 2 festival include Guns N’ Roses,
Morrissey and Deftones, organizers said
Wednesday.

First held in 1971, the festival in Roskilde,
25 miles west of Copenhagen, was inspired by
the 1969 Woodstock Festival in upstate New
York.

The Danish event, which in recent years has
been shown on MTV, attracts visitors from
throughout Europe and the United States.

NEW YORK — Sen. Barak Obama, Tim
Russert, Dave Barry and John Updike are
among the scheduled speakers for BookExpo
America, publishing’s annual national conven-
tion, to be held in May in Washington.

The guests were announced Wednesday by
the convention’s organizers, Reed Exhibitions.

Two years after Al Franken and Bill O’Reilly
memorably clashed at BookExpo, left and right
again will face off. A Saturday luncheon will
feature liberals Frank Rich and Arianna
Huffington against conservatives Andrew
Sullivan and Pat Buchanan.

Others expected at the convention, which
will run May 19-21, include CNN’s Anderson
Cooper, Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist
Richard Ford and actor Jim Belushi.

NEW YORK — Paul McCartney, in a letter to
the governor of Arizona, says he doesn’t want
drug developer Covance Inc. to open an animal
testing lab in the state, where he owns a ranch.

Covance submitted plans in October to build a
400,000-square-foot facility for clinical animal
testing on a 38-acre parcel in Chandler. The com-
pany says the testing is mandated by the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration for new drugs.

People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals
(PETA), however, claims that an undercover
video filmed last year shows abuse of monkeys
in Covance’s Vienna, Va., laboratory. That
video is posted online at http://www.Covance-
Cruelty.com.

“Arizona has a special place in my heart,”
McCartney writes in the letter to Gov. Janet
Napolitano. He explains that his Arizona ranch
is where his wife Linda spent her last days
before she died of breast cancer in 1998.

“It is for her and all of us who want to pro-
tect animals from harm that I am writing to ask
you not to let Covance, an animal testing labo-

ratory, set up shop in Chandler,” the former
Beatle writes in a letter dated March 3.

McCartney also cites a health concern.
Covance operated under the name Hazelton
Research Products in 1989 when several hun-
dred primates at a Virginia lab were killed by
the Ebola virus.

Laurene Isip, a spokeswoman for Covance,
responded to McCartney’s letter with a state-
ment sent to The Associated Press on
Wednesday.

“It is unfortunate that PETA is using Mr.
McCartney to spread their false allegations
against our company. Covance conducts gov-
ernment required medical research to find
medicines for diseases like breast cancer, dia-
betes, heart disease, Alzheimer’s and many oth-
ers.”

Jeanine L’Ecuyer, a spokeswoman for
Napolitano, said the letter was received, but it
was a matter for the city of Chandler. She
added, “It’s a situation that the governor’s office
will continue to monitor.”

LONDON — The Duchess of Cornwall joined
Kate Moss and Naomi Watts on Tatler maga-
zine’s top 10 list of British “fashion icons” of
2005.

Moss, with her seemingly effortless style,
was ranked No. 1. Watts, in the No. 2 spot, was
cited for bringing “natural grace to the red car-
pet.”

The 58-year-old duchess, who is married to
Prince Charles, was No. 10. She “wowed us in
her red engagement dress, Philip Treacy hats
and Robinson Valentine wedding outfit,” the
magazine said. “Camilla is suddenly stunning.”

The list, released Wednesday, also includes
Peaches Geldof, the 16-year-old daughter of
Live Aid founder Bob Geldof; artists Tracey
Emin and Sam Taylor-Wood; model Yasmin Le
Bon; stylist Charlotte Stockdale; actress
Rosamund Pike; and socialite Daphne
Guinness.

Geldof, the editors said, epitomized the
“scruffy, teenage King’s Road thing,” referring
to the hip London shopping street where outfits
usually cost more than the average allowance.

NEW YORK — Jason Ritter, the actor-son of
the late John Ritter, has been presented with the
Martin E. Segal Award for outstanding achieve-
ment by Lincoln Center.

Xian Zhang, the first woman to hold an offi-
cial conductor title at the New York
Philharmonic, also received the award. She
served on the conducting faculty of Beijing’s
Central Conservatory before coming to the

United States in 1998.
Zhang and Ritter each received $5,000 for

future study and career advancement. The
awards, given annually to two rising young
artists, were presented Monday.

Ritter, 26, made his Lincoln Center debut in
Wendy Wasserstein’s “Third” last November.
This fall, he will appear in the new CBS come-
dy “The Class.”

His father, best known as Jack Tripper on the
long-running sitcom “Three’s Company,” died
in September 2003.

The China-born Zhang, 32, was appointed
associate conductor of the New York
Philharmonic by Music Director Lorin Maazel
last July. She was co-winner of the Maazel-
Vilar Conductors’ Competition in 2002.

LOS ANGELES — Less than a month after fil-
ing for divorce, the estranged wife of David
Hasselhoff has filed for a court order on a
claim of domestic violence by the former
“Baywatch” star, according to court records.

Actress Pamela Bach, 42, made the filing
Monday against Hasselhoff, 53, in Los Angeles
Superior Court, summary records on the court’s
Web site show.

At a private hearing, Bach also asked for a
temporary restraining order against the actor,
but a judge denied the request, instead instruct-
ing the two to stay away from each other.

“The court indicated that she should stay
where she is, and he should stay where he is,”
Hasselhoff’s attorney, Melvin Goldsman said
by phone Wednesday, declining to comment on
the allegations.

Documents pertaining to the hearing have
been sealed by the court to protect the pair’s
two teenage daughters and their privacy,
Goldsman said.

Bach was granted custody of one daughter
while Hasselhoff was given custody of the
other, publicist Judy Katz said Wednesday.

Hasselhoff filed for divorce Jan. 12, citing
irreconcilable differences after 16 years of mar-
riage. Bach filed her own divorce papers a day
later, also citing irreconcilable differences.

Messages left Wednesday at the office of
Bach’s attorney were not immediately returned.

Hasselhoff played lifeguard Mitch
Buchannon in “Baywatch” from 1989 to 2000.
He also starred in the 1980s TV series “Knight
Rider,” in which his character, Michael Knight,
teamed with a talking Pontiac Trans Am sports
car to fight crime.

Bach appeared in the soap opera “The Young
and the Restless” and in numerous episodes of
“Baywatch” and “Knight Rider.”

Dylan hungry to play Danish fest
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CCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDDSS

Employment

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT busy 
SM medical office. F/T, heavy phones,
computer, communication skills. Must 
be mature, dependable, organized.
(310) 820-6042; (310)207-3342 fax

Career opportunity. Female real es-
tate broker needs personal assistant 
"wanna be agent" preferred.
Part-time $184/week plus commis-
sion (310) 820-6059

Newspapers - Magazines

Classified & Display: Real Estate, 

Ethnic, Entertainment, Military, 

Business, Finance... 

Well established Co.

50+ years in L.A. 

www.theglobalmediagroup.

com/jobinfo.htm

ADVERTISING SALES� �

Seeking: Self-Motivated, 

Energetic, Experienced 

Professionals.

• High Commissions Paid Weekly

Leads Furnished

• 

• 

Call: Paul 213-251-9100, Ex-25

and/or Please visit: 

COOK, FULL-TIME or part-time. Must 
speak English and have experience.
Please call (310) 985-0080

COUNTER HELP needed. Cafe near 
3rd St. Promenade on Broadway.
Must be experienced. Immediate 
openings, day and evening shifts. Ap-
ply afternoons in person. 215 Broad-
way, SM. (310) 396-9898.

ENGINEER, PATENT: Send resume to:
N. Quintero, Quintero Law Office,
1617 Broadway, 3rd Floor, Santa 
Monica, CA 90404

GROCERY CLERK-SM Coop Nat 
Foods Grocer. F/T  Eves & week-
ends. Apply at 1525 Broadway.

IMMEDIATE POSITIONS available in 
the housekeeping department of St.
John's Health Center. All shifts avail-
able, PT/FT. Hospital housekeeping 
preferred. Call (310) 829-8431 for in-
terview.

ITT’’SS  AA GGrriinndd  CCooffffeeee  HHoouussee. Jazz 
themed coffee house opening April.
Looking for personal, energetic, re-
sponsible team members with great 
people skills and a can-do attitude.
Call (818) 469-6108.

LOOKING FOR professional, ambitious 
medical/dental administrator/recep-
tionist, customer service. F/T. With 
experience preferred. Email resume 
media_najafi@hotmail.com

MISS CLARA'S Domestic 
Referral Agency

Housekeepers:
Exp'd in residential and hotel cleaning
Live outs-2 to 5 day work week
Requirements:
Experienced, bring at least 2 refer-
ences to your interview
English Speaking
CA drivers license
If you qualify please call Miss Clara at 
310-278-9601 or 310-659-5025

NATL.TXTBK CO. seeks MKTG REP 
stuart@Texasbook.com
Comm. w/leads. Will train.

Employment

OPERATIONS OFFICER - send resume 
to International Medical Corps, 1919 
Santa Monica Blvd, Suite 300, Santa 
Monica, CA 90404. Plan and coordi-
nate the activities of non-profit or-
ganization.

PATIENT SERVICES
Representative, Full-time for Diagnos-
tic Imaging Center in Santa Monica.
Medical front office and scheduling.
Experience Required. Fax resume:
(310) 587-9236

PUBLICITY SALES F/T or P/T Radio 
Publicity or Music Air play Campaign 
Sales. (310)998-8305 ext.86

SALES
SALES of cruise and tour packages.
39 Year Old National Tour Company.
Paid training, flex 30 hrs/ week.
Some weekends required. Base + 
comm. No cold calls. $40,000 possi-
ble for top closers. Near LAX 
(310) 649-7171.

SSEECCUURRIITTYY  JJOOBBSS with guard card.
Great Pay! All areas! Contact us 
www.lantzsecurity.com or call 
(800) 870-4357

WORK AVAILABLE now afternoon and 
evening shiftS pen. Arby’s Restaurant.
1340 Lincoln Blvd. Santa Monica 
(310) 394-5576

For Sale

REFRIGERATOR $250, Queen bed set 
$500, Leather couch and recliner 
$800, Plants, vases, lamps, etc. Items 
less than two months old.
(310) 399-7618

SPA/HOT TUB 2006 Model. Neck Jets.
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used.
Can deliver. Worth $5750, sell for 
$1750 (310) 479-3054

Pets

ADORABLE MALTESE pups, boys & 
girls, will 3~5 lb, have shots & de-
wormed, CKC registered, around 8 to 
10 weeks, home raised, loving & 
sweet, $800~$1500, for more info 
ask Brandon to 323-819-0113

TINY YORKIE puppies, male & female,
toy/t-cup size available, shots & de-
wormed, registered with CKC or AKC,
health guarantee, home raised and 
very loving & sweet, for more 
info please click on www.worldken-
nelusa.com or call Kelly at 
(323) 823-1803/ (661) 675-6371

Employment Wanted

SSIIMMPPLLIIFFYY  YYOOUURR lliiffee..
EEXXEECCUUTTIIVVEE  AASSSSIISSTTAANNTT for hire.
$40/hr. Call (310) 264-0828

For Rent

2724 ABBOT Kinney Bl. MDR Adjacent 
2+2, w/ fireplace. Includes 2 car 
gated subterranean parking. Quiet 
neighborhood with courtyard area & 
onsite laundry. 1 year lease, No pets.
$1745. Mike (310) 578-9729 ellyne-
sis.com

501 N. Venice single unit 5 and 10,
$900. Stove, fridge, carpets, blinds,
laundry, no pets, utilities included.
(310) 574-6767 jkwproperties.com

ALONG OCEAN Ave,1bdrm/1bath,
hardwood floor, ref, stove,
washer/dryer quiet neighborhood,
pool $1500/mo (310) 458-6760

For Rent

BACHELOR: WLA 2656 S. Barrington 
Unit 5, $650/mo unit comes with 
small fridge, microwave, carpet, ceil-
ing fan, laundry, no parking, no pets.
( 3 1 0 ) 5 7 8 - 7 5 1 2
www.jkwproperties.com

BRIGHT & spacious 2+2 duplex apart-
ment close to the beach and Venice 
trendy amenities. Newly remodeled 
kitchen & bathroom. Also includes 
stove, washer & dryer, & 2 car off 
street parking. 1 year lease. No pets.
A must see for only $1695.
(310) 396-4443 x 2002 ellynesis.com

BEST
RENTALS
ELLY NESIS CO. INC

(310) 396-4443
ellynesis.com

Rentals available
No Pets Allowed

SANTA MONICA

937 6th St. $1495
Upper 1 bed, parking, fridge &
stove, Balcony, laundry room

953A 10th St. $1600
Lower 1 bed, hardwood floors,
Large balcony, garage parking

817 Hill St. $1650
Lower 2 bed, 1 _ bath, new car-

pet, linoleum
Blinds, & dishwasher, gated entry

OFFICE SPACE

1247 Lincoln, SM, $695
2nd floor, 3 room office, 1/2 block

to Wilshire, negotiable terms

WESTSIDE

1311 Federal, West LA,
$850

Lower bachelor, full size fridge,
Hot plate, near UCLA

11905 Avon Way, Mar
Vista, $900

Upper Single, fridge, stove, &
dishwasher, Gated entry & park-

ing, laundry room

21 S. Venice Blvd, Venice,
$1450

Steps to the beach, upper 1 bed,
Fridge & stove, tile counters

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

FFORR MOREE LISTINGSS GOO TO

WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

FFRREEEE  RREENNTTAALL LLiissttss  &&  NNoo  FFeeee  
RReennttaallss. Sullivan-Dituri Company.
2111 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica,
CA 90403.

For Rent

FURNISHED BEAUTIFUL beach apart-
ments w/ utilities $2950. Month to 
month. Short term OK 
(310) 393-2363

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
((331100)) 886699--77990011

Most buildings are pet friendly!

PPLLEEAASSEE  VVIISSIITT  OOUURR  WWEEBBSSIITTEE  FFOORR  
CCOOMMPPLLEETTEE  LLIISSTTIINNGGSS  AATT:

www.howardmanagement.com

MALIBU CREEK Apts
1bdrm/1bath $1550/mo
2bdrm/2bath $1850/mo
Located between Highway 1 and 101.
Take Malibu Canyon Drive, turns into 
Las Virgenes, in the city of Calabas-
sas. (818) 880-1599

MAR VISTA 12309 Culver unit 4 
$925/mo stove fridge carpet blinds 
laundry utilities included, intercom 
entry, gated parking, no pets 
( 3 1 0 ) 5 7 8 - 7 5 1 2
www.jkwproperties.com

MAR VISTA, 11916 Courtleigh Dr. unit 
9: $925/mo, stove, fridge, carpet,
laundry, utilities included, blinds,
parking, no pets (310) 737-7933 
www.jkwproperties.com

PALMS SINGLE: 3346 S Canfield unit 
204, $875/mo, large bright upper 
unit, stove fridge carpet blinds 
walk-in closet, wall ac, intercom en-
try, gated parking, no pets. Laundry 
room. (310) 578-7512 www.jkwprop-
erties.com

SANTA MONICA $1,000/mo 
1bdrm/1Ba, Parking, Walk to SMC,
large kitchen with dining area.
(310) 395-RENT www.westsiderent-
als.com

SANTA MONICA $1300/mo 
1bdrm/1Bath, Hardwood floors, ga-
rage parking, laundry, refrigerator,
stove, freshly painted.
(310) 395-RENT www.westsiderent-
als.com

SANTA MONICA $1450/mo  2bed-
rooms/2Baths. Carpet Floors, laundry,
stove, very spacious, large closets.
(310) 395-RENT www.westsiderent-
als.com

SANTA MONICA $1549/mo 
2bdrm/1bath parking, laundry, quiet 
neighborhood, Bright, sunny upper.
Quiet building (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com 

SANTA MONICA $1550/mo 
2bdrms/1Bath, refrigerator, new dish-
washer, remodeled bathroom and 
kitchen, cable ready. (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $2440/mo 
3bdrms/2.5Bath, Pet ok with deposit,
Hardwood/Carpet Floors, Parking,
balcony. (310) 395-RENT www.west-
siderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $675/mo 
Bachelor/1Bath, No pets, Carpet 
Floors, Parking, laundry, quiet. Avail-
able now! (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $875/mo 
Single/1bath. Completely remodeled.
semi-private backyard. Full kitchen.
Cabin style. (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $990/mo 
1bdrm/1Bath, Carpet Floors, parking,
gated building. 1/2 block from SMC.
(310) 395-RENT. www.westsiderent-
als.com

SANTA MONICA 3bdrms/2.5bath 
$2250/mo  patio, controlled access 
building, central air, fireplace,
washer/dryer hookups.
(310) 395-RENT www.westsiderent-
als.com

For Rent

SANTA MONICA, North of Wilshire,
$1650/mo 2bdrm/2bath Upper; bal-
cony, carpet, stove, refrigerator, new 
blinds, laundry, parking, no pets 
(310)456-5659

SANTA MONICA, North of Wilshire,
$1250/mo 1bdrm/1bath. Lower, car-
pet, stove, refrigerator, laundry,
blinds, parking, no pets.
(310) 456-5659.

SSEENNIIOORRSS--  AAFFFFOORRDDAABBLLEE  
HHOOUUSSIINNGG

Live in a BEAUTIFUL
apt/suite in Beverly/Fairfax or

Santa Monica: SSttaarrttiinngg  aatt  
$$440000//mmoonntthh

(323) 650-7988

SM 1BDRM $1350/mo, partially fur-
nished. Hardwood floors. Refrigerator,
stove, and TV. Close to SMC.
(310) 450-3714

SM GREAT Ocean View, newly reno-
vated, 2bdrm/1bath, bright and 
sunny, fireplace, balcony, stove, dish-
washer, ref., microwave, outside 
laundry, pet friendly, 1 year lease,
$3250/mo (310) 458-6760

VENICE, CRAFTSMAN single 1/2 block 
from Boardwalk. Includes hardwood 
floors, stove, & fridge. Water & Trash 
included. 1 year lease, no pets 
$1095. (310) 466-9256

VENICE, VERY Large 2bd, 1ba upper 
with mountain views. Hardwood 
floors, offstreet parking, laundry. 1 
year lease, No Pets. $1295.
(310) 466-9256 ellynesis.com

Houses For Rent

BEL AIR House: 11797 Bellagio Rd.
2+21/2, $4250/mo., $500 off 
move-in. Stove, blinds, carpets, hard-
wood floors, washer-dryer hookups,
fireplace, walk-in pantry, sunroom,
large unique gardens, garage parking,
no pets. (310) 578-7512 
www.jkwproperties.com 

Roommates

FREE HOUSING
SERVICE
� Need a little extra income?
� Need help around the house?

We help match seniors with other
seniors or mid-age/younger people.

(323) 650-7988
Monday-Friday 9:00am-5:00pm

Alternative Living for the Aging
A Non-Profit of 26 years

PRIVATE ROOM for Rent, Marina adj.
in a home, $750/mo. Hardwood 
floors, laundry, kitchen pet o.k. Pro-
fessional male preferred 
(310) 699-0483.

Commercial Lease

MASSAGE SPACE in Santa Monica 
downtown to share Safe pleasant 
garden complex  $35/half day 
Call (310) 930-5884 
r.nydoo@comcast.net

SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street.
Very charming building, small offices.
Between $700/mo & $1200/mo. In-
cludes utilities & cleaning.
(310) 614-6462

Commercial Lease

SANTA MONICA. Medical Building, 9th 
and Wilshire. 2500 square feet, fourth 
floor, patio. Also third floor, 2400 
square feet, can reduce to two 1200 
square ft. offices (must see). Dual 
elevators, 3 levels of underground 
parking. Will construct two specs 
upon acceptable lease.
(310) 923-8521 or (310) 260-2619.

SM SMALL office space for lease.
2665 30th St. at Ocean Park Blvd.
550 sf at 1,375. 740 sf at 1,850. Par 
Commercial (310)395-2663 ext101

VENICE, INCREDIBLE Campus Entire 
Property  inc. office, garden and park-
ing areas! Historical 1919 Craftsman 
house which was torn down in 2005 
and rebuilt from the foundation up.
Everything is first class and authentic.
The space has wood ceilings, brand 
new antique style moldings, windows,
electrical, plumbing, ethernet, com-
munication, DVR with cameras, gated 
parking, storage basement, central 
AC & Heat, incredible gardens, 60+’ 
of Lincoln frontage, lots of street 
parking on San Miguel.
853 Lincoln Bl. $6,500 NNN 
(310) 396-4443 x 2006.

Real Estate

FIXER UPPPERS
Bargains

Call for a free list
Free recorded message.
1-800-969-8257 ID #4648
www.LaFixerUppers.net

Storage Space

LARGE 2 Garage with storage one 
block from the beach. $300 
(310) 396-4443 x 2002 ellynesis.com

Vehicles for sale
‘‘0000  CCIIVVIICC  EEXX Call for 
Price, Mnrf, CD, Auto,

Ld’d, 59Kmi,
Ends 3/13 (001307)

(800) 406-7782
LLEEXXUUSS  SSAANNTTAA  MMOONNIICCAA  
PPRREE--OOWWNNEEDD  CCEENNTTEERR

‘00 FORD FOCUS
Only $7995

Auto, Low Miles, Priced 
to Sell! (Vin228413)

866-VW DEALS
VVoollkksswwaaggeenn  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

‘01 BEETLE GLX 
Only $10,995 + Fees
Low Mileage, Leather,

Loaded, PRICED TO SELL   
(402938) 866-VW DEALS
VVoollkksswwaaggeenn  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

01 FORD EXPLORER 2dr 
Sport

$8995 + fees
Low miles, Clean
(Vin1VB53573)
866-VW DEALS

VVoollkksswwaaggeenn  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

‘01 JAGUAR XK8 $33,981
Conv, Nav, Chromes 

(1NA22084)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

‘‘0011  NNAAVVIIGGAATTOORR
$19,995, Beautiful Car,

Ends 3/13 
(U10300)

(800) 406-7782
LLEEXXUUSS  SSAANNTTAA  MMOONNIICCAA  
PPRREE--OOWWNNEEDD  CCEENNTTEERR

01 PORSCHE CARRERA 
CAB $49,981

Blk/Blk Tip, Lo Miles
(1S654891)

(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737
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Vehicles for sale

‘01 TOYOTA Echo
$6995 + Fees

Very nice car, Cheap
(Vin0190457)

866-VW DEALS
VVoollkksswwaaggeenn  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

‘‘0011  YYUUKKOONN  XXLL  SSLLTT
$Call, Blk, Lo miles,

Loaded, Leather,
Ends 3/13 (141232)

(800) 406-7782
LLEEXXUUSS  SSAANNTTAA  MMOONNIICCAA  
PPRREE--OOWWNNEEDD  CCEENNTTEERR

02 BOXSTER $26,981 
Steel Grey/Black, 6 Speed 

(2U620852)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

‘02 CABRIO GLS 
$15,995 + Fees

(Vin805479)
866-VW DEALS

VVoollkksswwaaggeenn  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

‘‘0022  GGSS330000 Low Miles 
$26,995 Loaded,

Leather, Moonroof,
Ends 3/13 (053115)

(800) 406-7782
LLEEXXUUSS  SSAANNTTAA  MMOONNIICCAA  
PPRREE--OOWWNNEEDD  CCEENNTTEERR

02 LEXUS LS430 $35,981
Desert Silver/Tan, Only 

24K mi (20057375) 
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

‘‘0022  LLSS448800 Low Miles 
$32,995 Leather,

Moonroof, Ends 3/13 
(071902)

(800) 406-7782
LLEEXXUUSS  SSAANNTTAA  MMOONNIICCAA  
PPRREE--OOWWNNEEDD  CCEENNTTEERR

02 PASSAT
$15,995 + Fees

Premium Sound, C/D
(Vin449752)

866-VW DEALS
VVoollkksswwaaggeenn  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

‘02 PASSAT GLS 1.8T Wgn
$14,995 + Fees

Perfect Color, Mint
(Vin304180)

866-VW DEALS
VVoollkksswwaaggeenn  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

‘02 SLK320 Roadster 
$26,995 w/Low Miles,

Sharp, Ends 3/13 
(253993)

(800) 406-7782
LLEEXXUUSS  SSAANNTTAA  MMOONNIICCAA  
PPRREE--OOWWNNEEDD  CCEENNTTEERR

‘03 325IA 
ONLY $21,995

Premium Leather, Loaded 
(VinH33335)

866-VW DEALS
VVoollkksswwaaggeenn  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

03 CLK55 $47,981
Blk/Blk, Only 9300mi,
Chromes (3F051379)

(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

0033  GG3355 SEDAN 
$23,995

Loaded, Dark Blue 
Ends 3/13 (333836)

(800) 406-7782
LLEEXXUUSS  SSAANNTTAA  MMOONNIICCAA  
PPRREE--OOWWNNEEDD  CCEENNTTEERR

‘‘0033  LLXX447700 25Kmi 
$43,995, LOADED!! & 

Lexus Certified,
Ends 3/13 (529708)

(800) 406-7782
LLEEXXUUSS  SSAANNTTAA  MMOONNIICCAA  
PPRREE--OOWWNNEEDD  CCEENNTTEERR

Vehicles for sale

03 M3 Convertible 
$39,984 Pewter/Ash 

(39K02785)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

9944  EESS330000.Only 
65Kmi! $9,995

Leather, Moonroof, Per-
fect, Ends 3/13 

(031897)
LLEEXXUUSS  SSAANNTTAA  MMOONNIICCAA  
PPRREE--OOWWNNEEDD  CCEENNTTEERR

‘04 BMW X3
$32,995 + Fees

Like New, Very Low Miles
(VinA66108)

866-VW DEALS
VVoollkksswwaaggeenn  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

04 CAYENNE S $45,962 
White/Tan, Tip 
(4LA65825)

(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

04 TL 3.2 $27,981 
Gold/Tan, Low 11Kmi 

(4A003736)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

‘04 VW BEETLE GLS
$16995

Low miles, AUTO, Very 
clean (Vin415714)

866-VW DEALS
VVoollkksswwaaggeenn  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

05 545IA $54981 
Black/Black, Sport, Navi-

gation (SCN63998)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

‘‘0055  EE550000  5K Mi 
$47,995 Blk/Tan, Navi,

Loaded, Ends 3/13 
(606688)

(800) 406-7782
LLEEXXUUSS  SSAANNTTAA  MMOONNIICCAA  
PPRREE--OOWWNNEEDD  CCEENNTTEERR

05 MINI COOPER Auto 
$27981 Conv’t, Sport, Hot 

Orange! (5TG10499)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

All makes & models, all cars
considered. We come to you and handle

all paper work. Friendly professional buyer.

Please call now! (310) 995-5898

$$ CASH FOR CARS $$

Massage

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your 
body, mind, spirit. Therapeutic,
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy balanc-
ing. Strictly non-sexual. Introductory 
specials from $50.00/1hr. Lynda,
L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

MASSAGE
7 3 2 6  S M  B L V D .
3 2 3 - 5 1 2 - 3 8 8 8

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and ten-
der relaxing body work by mature Eu-
ropen. Very Professional, Sonja 
(310) 397-0433.

HEALING MASSAGE by young Euro-
pean female. Heal your body and 
mind. (310) 806-0377

SWEDISH ENERGETIC massage by 
European female. 1224 North Fairfax 
Apt 8 Hollywood  (323) 244-6198

Massage

TTAAIILLOORREEDD  MMAASSSSAAGGEE to 
make you FEEL GREAT!
Swedish, Deep Tissue,

Sports,Trigger Point 
and Chair Massage

from $60 hr. Safe Pleasant loc.
1327 Ocean Av.

CCaallll  RRaajj  331100--993300--55888844  
rr..nnyyddoooo@@ccoommccaasstt..nneett

Yard Sales

HHUUGGEE  GGAARRAAGGEE &&
EEssttaattee  SSaallee

881199  FFrraannkklliinn  ssttrreeeett,,  
SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa,,  9900440033
SSaattuurrddaayy  MMaacchh  1111tthh,,  
88::0000  aamm  ttiillll  44::0000  ppmm

Furniture Including beds, couches,
armchairs. Also some Herman Miller 
stuff but asking full market value.
Antiques piece of all kinds, including 
oriental rugs, glass wares and such!
Books of all kinds, Jewelry, kitchen 
stuff, and much much more.

✮✮YYAARRDD  SSAALLEE✮✮
SSaatt..  33//1188  1100aamm--44ppmm,,  

772244  PPaacciiffiicc  AAvvee,,
SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa..

All proceeds support 
Volunteer efforts in Africa.

Lots of fun stuff. Books, music,
knick-knacks, etc.

SAT 3/11 1015 California Santa 
Monica Trinity Baptist Annual Chari-
ties Rummage 8:30am-2pm.

Lost & Found

GENEROUS REWARD!! For return of 
RED Organizer aprx. 5x8. last seen 
3-7-2006. Please call 310-395-1010 
or 310-739-4039.

LOST PINK leather eye glass case 
with prescription sunglasses inside. If 
found please call Laurie 
(310) 922-2408

Personals

MY NAME is Robert and I want any 
woman to write me. Where it is really 
at so far. Robert Greene 1328 Second 
St. Apt 408 SM, CA 90401

Notices

NOTICE OF PETITION TO AD-
MINISTER ESTATE OF GARY
KOHKE
Case No. BP097144

To all heirs, beneficiar-
ies, creditors, contingent creditors, 
and persons who may otherwise be 
interested in the will or estate, or 
both, of GARY KOHKE

A PETITION FOR PRO-
BATE has been filed by Cathy 
Thomer in the Superior Court of 
California, County of LOS ANGE-
LES.

THE PETITION FOR 
PRO-BATE requests that Cathy 
Thomer be appointed as personal 
repre-sentative to administer the es-
tate of the decedent.

THE PETITION re-
quests authority to administer the 
estate under the Independent Ad-
ministra-tion of Estates Act. (This 
authority will allow the personal rep-
resenta-tive to take many actions 
without obtaining court approval. 
Before taking certain very important 
ac-tions, however, the personal re-
pre-sentative will be required to give 
notice to interested persons unless 
they have waived notice or con-
sented to the proposed action.) The 
independent administration authority 

Notices
will be granted unless an interested 
person files an objection to the peti-
tion and shows good cause why the 
court should not grant the authority.

A HEARING on the peti-
tion will be held on April 5, 2006 at 
8:30 AM in Dept. No. 5 located at 
111 N. Hill St., Los Angeles, CA
90012.

IF YOU OBJECT to the 
grant-ing of the petition, you should 
ap-pear at the hearing and state 
your objections or file written objec-
tions with the court before the hear-
ing. Your appearance may be in 
person or by your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A CREDI-
TOR or a contingent creditor of the 
deceased, you must file your claim 
with the court and mail a copy to the 
personal representative appointed 
by the court within four months from 
the date of first issuance of letters 
as provided in Probate Code section 
9100. The time for filing claims will 
not expire before four months from 
the hearing date noticed above.

YOU MAY EXAMINE 
the file kept by the court. If you are 
a per-son interested in the estate, 
you may file with the court a Re-
quest for Special Notice (form 
DE-154) of the filing of an inventory 
and ap-praisal of estate assets or of 
any petition or account as provided 
in Probate Code section 1250. A
Request for Special Notice form is 
available from the court clerk.

Attorney for petitioner:
DANIEL B HERBERT ESQ

SBN 149301
MANNING & MARDER, KASS

ELLROD RAMIREZ LLP
660 S FIGUEROA ST 23RD FLR

LOS ANGELES CA 90017
Santa Monica Daily Press

CN747863 KOHKE Mar 10,11,17, 2006

NOTICE OF PETITION TO AD-
MINISTER ESTATE OF ALICE 
M. RYDGREN aka ALICE 
MARIE RYDGREN
Case No. BP097121

To all heirs, beneficiar-
ies, creditors, contingent creditors, 
and persons who may otherwise be 
interested in the will or estate, or 
both, of ALICE M. RYDGREN aka 
ALICE MARIE RYDGREN

A PETITION FOR PRO-
BATE has been filed by Karl B. Ryd-
gren in the Superior Court of Califor-
nia, County of LOS ANGELES.

THE PETITION FOR 
PRO-BATE requests that Karl B. 
Rydgren be appointed as personal 
representative to administer the es-
tate of the decedent.

THE PETITION re-
quests the decedent's will and codi-
cils, if any, be admitted to probate. 
The will and any codicils are avail-
able for examination in the file kept 
by the court.

THE PETITION re-
quests authority to administer the 
estate under the Independent Ad-
ministra-tion of Estates Act. (This 
authority will allow the personal rep-
resenta-tive to take many actions 
without obtaining court approval. 
Before taking certain very important 
ac-tions, however, the personal re-
pre-sentative will be required to give 
notice to interested persons unless 
they have waived notice or con-
sented to the proposed action.) The 
independent administration authority 
will be granted unless an interested 
person files an objection to the peti-
tion and shows good cause why the 
court should not grant the authority.

A HEARING on the peti-
tion will be held on April 10, 2006 at 
8:30 AM in Dept. No. 11 located at 
111 N. Hill St., Los Angeles, CA
90012.

IF YOU OBJECT to the 
grant-ing of the petition, you should 
ap-pear at the hearing and state 
your objections or file written objec-
tions with the court before the hear-
ing. Your appearance may be in 
person or by your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A CREDI-
TOR or a contingent creditor of the 
deceased, you must file your claim 
with the court and mail a copy to the 
personal representative appointed 
by the court within four months from 

Notices
the date of first issuance of letters 
as provided in Probate Code section 
9100. The time for filing claims will 
not expire before four months from 
the hearing date noticed above.

YOU MAY EXAMINE 
the file kept by the court. If you are 
a per-son interested in the estate, 
you may file with the court a Re-
quest for Special Notice (form 
DE-154) of the filing of an inventory 
and ap-praisal of estate assets or of 
any petition or account as provided 
in Probate Code section 1250. A
Request for Special Notice form is 
available from the court clerk.

Attorney for petitioner:
MARC A BRONSTEIN ESQ

SBN 75933
MARC A BRONSTEIN

A PROFESSIONAL LAW CORPO-RA-
TION

3205 OCEAN PARK BLVD STE 200
SANTA MONICA CA 90405

Santa Monica Daily Press
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
EDNA STEWART
CASE NO. BP096974
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons 
who may otherwise be interested in 
the WILL or estate, or both of EDNA
STEWART.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has 
been filed by MILES KENNETH 
MUMFORD in the Superior Court of 
California, County of LOS ANGE-
LES.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE re-
quests that MILES KENNETH 
MUMFORD be appointed as per-
sonal representative to administer 
the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests the dece-
dent's WILL and codicils, if any, be 
admitted to probate. The WILL and 
any codicils are available for exami-
nation in the file kept by the court. 
THE PETITION requests authority 
to administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of Es-
tates Act . (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take 
many actions without obtaining 
court approval. Before taking certain 
very important actions, however, the 
personal representative will be re-
quired to give notice to interested 
persons unless they have waived 
notice or consented to the proposed 
action.) The independent admini-
stration authority will be granted un-
less an interested person files an 
objection to the petition and shows 
good cause why the court should 
not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be 
held on 03/28/06 at 8:30AM in Dept. 
5 located at 111 N. HILL ST., LOS 
ANGELES, CA 90012
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of 
the petition, you should appear at 
the hearing and state your objec-
tions or file written objections with 
the court before the hearing. Your 
appearance may be in person or by 
your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a 
contingent creditor of the deceased, 
you must file your claim with the 
court and mail a copy to the per-
sonal representative appointed by 
the court within four months from 
the date of first issuance of letters 
as provided in Probate Code section 
9100. The time for filing claims will 
not expire before four months from 
the hearing date noticed above.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by 
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with 
the court a Request for Special No-
tice (form DE-154) of the filing of an 
inventory and appraisal of estate as-
sets or of any petition or account as 
provided in Probate Code Section 
1250. A Request for Special Notice 
form is available from the court 
clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
WYSHAK, LILLIAN W.
8907 WILSHIRE BLVD., #204
BEVERLY HILLS, CA 90211
3/3, 3/6, 3/10/06
CNS-932953#
SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO AD-
MINISTER ESTATE OF SYL-
VIA J. CIERNY
Case No. BP097013

To all heirs, beneficiar-
ies, creditors, contingent creditors, 
and persons who may otherwise be 
interested in the will or estate, or 
both, of SYLVIA J. CIERNY

A PETITION FOR PRO-
BATE has been filed by Carolyn J. 
Bird in the Superior Court of Califor-
nia, County of LOS ANGELES.

THE PETITION FOR 
PRO-BATE requests that Carolyn J. 
Bird and George Cierny, III be ap-
pointed as personal representative 
to administer the estate of the dece-
dent.

THE PETITION re-
quests the decedent's will and codi-
cils, if any, be admitted to probate. 
The will and any codicils are avail-
able for examination in the file kept 
by the court.

THE PETITION re-
quests authority to administer the 
estate under the Independent Ad-
ministra-tion of Estates Act. (This 
authority will allow the personal rep-
resenta-tive to take many actions 
without obtaining court approval. 
Before taking certain very important 
ac-tions, however, the personal re-
pre-sentative will be required to give 
notice to interested persons unless 
they have waived notice or con-
sented to the proposed action.) The 
independent administration authority 
will be granted unless an interested 
person files an objection to the peti-
tion and shows good cause why the 
court should not grant the authority.

A HEARING on the peti-
tion will be held on March 29, 2006 
at 8:30 AM in Dept. No. 5 located at 
111 N. Hill St., Los Angeles, CA
90012.

IF YOU OBJECT to the 
grant-ing of the petition, you should 
ap-pear at the hearing and state 
your objections or file written objec-
tions with the court before the hear-
ing. Your appearance may be in 
person or by your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A CREDI-
TOR or a contingent creditor of the 
deceased, you must file your claim 
with the court and mail a copy to the 
personal representative appointed 
by the court within four months from 
the date of first issuance of letters 
as provided in Probate Code section 
9100. The time for filing claims will 
not expire before four months from 
the hearing date noticed above.

YOU MAY EXAMINE 
the file kept by the court. If you are 
a per-son interested in the estate, 
you may file with the court a Re-
quest for Special Notice (form 
DE-154) of the filing of an inventory 
and ap-praisal of estate assets or of 
any petition or account as provided 
in Probate Code section 1250. A
Request for Special Notice form is 
available from the court clerk.

Attorney for petitioner:
DAVID WHEELER NEWMAN ESQ

MITCHELL SILBERBERG & KNUPP
11377 W OLYMPIC BLVD

9TH FL
LOS ANGELES CA 90064

Santa Monica Daily Press
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DBAS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAMES STATEMENT FILE 
NO. 06 0403091 FIRST FILING. The following per-
son(s) is (are) doing business as M J Mortgage,
634 W. 22nd St. San Pedro, CA 90731. The full 
name of registrant(s) is/are : Melvina J Brogan,
634 W. 22nd St. San Pedro, CA 90731 This Busi-
ness is being conducted by, an individual. Signed:
Registrant has not yet begun to transact business 
under the fictitious name or names listed herein..
/s/: Melvina J Brogan
This statement was filed with the County Clerk of  
LOS ANGELES County on 2/23/06. NOTICE: THIS 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT EXPIRES 
FIVE YEARS FROM THE DATE IT WAS FILED IN THE 
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK. A NEW FICTI-
TIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT MUST BE 
FILED PRIOR TO THAT DATE. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself authorize the use in 
this state of a fictitious business name statement 
in violation of the rights of another under federal,
state, or common law (see Section 14411et 
seq.,Business and Professions Code). SANTA 
MONICA DAILY PRESS to publish 2/24/2006,
3/3/2006, 3/10/2006, 3/17/2006

Good thing you recycle your paper...

Chances are you’re reading it again.

SSanta MMonica DDaily PPress
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Services

Psychic/Medium

Private Readings

These

messages

can

change

your

lifE!

Psychic Medium
Laura Richard, Ph.D. 

8 1 8 . 9 8 1 . 1 4 2 5

Caregivers

NEED HELP?
We understand
Mama’s caregivers are loving,
caring, trained and bonded.

Live in/Out
Mama’s Home Care
(323) 655-2622

Cleaning

Aury Bonilla  (323) 605-7197

Thorough Cleaning
Houses & Offices

Competitive Rates
Dependable Personalized Service

Great References

Quality
Cleaning

HOUSECLEANING SPECIAL

STARTING AT $99

Gen. Contracting

A/C CONSTRUCTION
General Construction

Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons

Honest • Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

Services

RELIABLE GENERAL
CONTRACTING
Remodels - Additions - Kitchens

Baths - Home Improvements

Fillman Construction
(310) 531-0392
fillcon@hotmail.com

LIC. 783046 INSURED

MAXIMUM Construction
Complete Household Repair

Electrical, Fencing

Doors, Windows, Flooring

Drywall, Texture, Painting

Remodel & Additions

Concrete, Stucco

Free Consultation

Reasonable Prices

Call Max Ruiz

(213) 210-7680
handymax1@aol.com

PACIFIC DESIGN
& CONSTRUCTION

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

Additions
New Custom Homes

FREE ESTIMATE

(310) 838-1948
Lic/Bonded 632013

The Level Goes On
Before The Spike Goes In

Romero Rain Gutters
Seamless Aluminum Gutters
Custom Made Color Match

Your Home or Building

(310) 408-5900 or (310) 534-3075

Repairs • Cleaning
Copper Galvanized

Free Estimate

Ask for Jose Romero
Lic. #834699

Services

Moving

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ. 

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

Therapy

COMPASSIONATE
COUNSELING
A safe place to make changes.

Life Transitions
Stress

Relationships
Self-Esteem 

Unresolved Grief

Free Consultation
Laurie Levine, MFT (MFC 23031)

Santa Monica/SFV

(310) 284-3699

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILLL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

Johnn J.. McGrail,, C.Ht.

(310)) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

1⁄2OFF
INITIAL CONSULTATION

Anthony Rogers, M.S.  - (310) 386-1808

LIFE COACH
YOU CAN BENEFIT FROM

PERSONAL COACHING
IF YOU FEEL:
• Trapped/Unhappy in a

romantic relationship, Unfair/chaotic friendship
• Often procrastinate with your personal goals

Painting/Tiling

METICULOUS PAINTING

&DRYWALL
Interior & Exterior • Free Estimates

Call Joe: 447-8957
meticulouspainting.com   LIC: 0002088305-0001-4

Services

PAINTING
Top quality A&A
Custom,, Interiorr 

andd Exterior

Free quote, 
call Jeff Arrieta
(310) 560-9864

Free Estimates!
PAINTING

STEVE’S PAINTING

EXTERIORS & INTERIOR
• Over 10 Years Experience
• References Available
• Work Guaranteed

213/765-0252
213/663-3064

Graphic/Web Design

Medical

Stem Cells Now
Ask Me How!

First patented natural stem
cell enhancer it's beyond
nutrition to learn what adult
stem cells can do for you.

24hr Info Call:620-294-2905
For more info Call Steve Wright

805-798-0598

Services

Handyman

Handyman Service

Handyman Express
Specializing in bathroom remodeling and
repairs. Plumbing, drywall, paint, tile and
framing. No job too small.
Satisfaction Guaranteed.
Call Nick 310/651-0052

WESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY, ELEC., PAINT, ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR

ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE
BOB 35/HR (310) 266-6348

CALEB 25-35/HR (310) 409-3244

Bookkeeping

S IMPL I FY
Experienced, Efficient, 

and Swift.

BOOKKEEPER 
FOR HIRE

Quickbooks $40/hr.
Pick Up and Delivery

Call now to save!
(310) 264-0828

Services

Instruction

Formerly with the Los Angeles Dodgers

Private
Baseball/Softball 
Instructor

(310)
951-3515

DAVID DAWSON

Tailoring
ONE HOUR Alterations, hemming,
jeans, pants, skirts, etc. Made by pro-
fessional Call Michael 
(310) 980-2674 

Pool and Spa

Computer Services
MAC COMPUTER Repair
Home based business, personal at-
tention. Work guaranteed. Paine and 
Sons (310) 401-8090

Attorney Services

Michele Saling & Associates
FAMILY LAW ATTORNEY
14 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Custody & Support issues
Accepts MC, VISA, AMEX

(310) 566-7490

Need a Good
Attorney?

“Your Local Santa Monica Attorney”

Civil Litigation
Consumer and Business Disputes

2001 Wilshire Blvd
Santa Monica CA 310 453 8320

www.lawgross.com

A PROFESSIONAL LEGAL CORPORATION

RUN YOUR DBAs IN THE DAILY PRESS FOR ONLY $60.
INCLUDES RECEIPT AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION. CALL US TODAY @ (310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737
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