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Andrew Thurm
Coldwell Banker

In today's challenging real estate market, 
work with Andrew Thurm, an award winning agent
representing Santa Monica and the Westside!

Celebrating 
20 Years Servicing
Santa Monica

New Regulation Will Force Many Local Cab Companies Out of Business

Please Help! We Need Your Support! 
Sign the Petition at

SaveTaxiTaxi.com

FABULOUS DINNER SPECIALS
SERVED 4PM - 10PM

COMPLETE DINNERS $11.95

1433 Wilshire Boulevard,
at 15th Street

310-394-1131 OPEN 24 HOURS

PIANO & GUITAR LESSONS
$15.00

(310) 453-1928
1901 Santa Monica Blvd. in Santa Monica
www.santamonicamusic.com

45 MINUTE CLASSES
– SIGN-UP NOW! –ONLYPROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS HERE!

Yes, in this very spot! EVERYDAY
Call 310-458-7737 for details

IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN
SEE PAGE 6

TO THE RESCUE Fabian Lewkowicz FabianLewkowicz.com
Harbor Patrol Officers Donald Davis (left) and David Finley (right), along with Los Angeles County lifeguards, rescue Gerardo Diaz, 28, on
Monday. Diaz jumped from the Santa Monica Pier. 'I could not swim anymore and I thought I was going to die,' he said after the rescue.

BY DANIEL ARCHULETA
Managing Editor

SAMOHI A season of historic firsts will con-
tinue for Santa Monica High School’s girls
basketball team.

Just days removed from winning the
school’s first California Interscholastic
Federation Southern Section title, the
Samohi Vikings have been named the No. 3
seed in the southern draw of the Division 1
CIF State Championships. The Vikings will
host No. 14 seed Narbonne of Harbor City
in the first round at 7 p.m.

It will be the first time a Samohi girls bas-
ketball team will host a state playoff game,

BY SETH BORENSTEIN
AP Science Writer

First the ground shook in Haiti, then
Chile and now Turkey. The earthquakes keep
coming hard and fast this year, causing peo-
ple to wonder if something sinister is hap-
pening underfoot.

It’s not.
While it may seem as if there are more

earthquakes occurring, there really aren’t.
The problem is what’s happening above
ground, not underground, experts say.

More people are moving into megacities
that happen to be built on fault lines, and
they’re rapidly putting up substandard
buildings that can’t withstand earthquakes,
scientists say.

And around-the-clock news coverage and

BY NICK TABOREK
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL A dispute that pits a business
interest against a group of angry residents
will be front and center at City Hall tonight
as the City Council considers the fate of
The Parlor, a restaurant and bar accused of
being a nuisance that is fighting back
against restrictions its owners say could run
them out of business.

At issue is whether the City Council
will implement a set of rules recommend-
ed in September by the Planning
Commission that would require The
Parlor, located at 1519 Wilshire Blvd., to
close earlier, admit fewer people and gen-

erally operate more like a restaurant
rather than a sports bar.

Residents who live near The Parlor have
complained the business took over a loca-
tion intended to be a quiet neighborhood
restaurant and since opening in 2007 has
operated like a nightclub, staying open until
2 a.m. and bringing noisy and drunken
crowds to their block.

The bar owners have countered that
they’re operating within their rights and
have taken measures to reduce impacts on
the neighborhood. They also say the pro-
posed restrictions amount to being shut
down by City Hall.

While the hearing before the council
will revolve around highly technical

aspects of The Parlor’s obligations under
City Hall’s land use laws, the dispute nev-
ertheless continues to be emotionally
charged.

The Wilshire Montana Neighborhood
Coalition, the main group organizing
opposition to the bar, sent a letter to the
council ahead of tonight’s hearing stating
that as the council has delayed action on the
bar’s appeal “the situation has continued to
deteriorate.”

“Rowdy behavior on the part of their
patrons ruined the Olympics for people
who live in the neighborhood,” the letter
said. “[Residents] dread Lakers’ games and

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL PLAYOFF ROUNDUP

Samohi girls
home for
state playoff

Not more quakes,
just more people
in quake zones

SEE APPEAL PAGE 8 SEE QUAKES PAGE 10

SEE PLAYOFF PAGE 9

No love lost in battle over The Parlor
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For more information on any of the events listed, log on to smdp.com and click the “Events” tab for the given day’s calendar.

Tuesday, March 9, 2010 

Strange place for love 
18th Street Arts Center 

1639 18th St. 
18th Street Arts Center kicks off its 2010 season with “Love in a Cemetery.”
Robert Sain, LACMA lab founding director, and L.A.-based visual artist Andrea
Bowers collaborate with the students of Otis MFA Public Practice and guest
artist Olga Koumoundouros to transform 18th Street’s gallery into a unique

visual arts laboratory. For information, call (310) 453-3711.

Poetry and verse 
Barnes & Noble 

1201 Third Street Promenade, 10:30 a.m. 
Mixing enlightened analysis with innovative authorship, join Bill Robertson of

Santa Monica Emeritus College and strengthen your poetry dedication, appreci-
ation and creation. Please visit www.greenpoets.com for more information. 

Health eating for seniors
Senior Center

1450 Ocean Ave., 11 a.m. — 12 p.m. 
This cooking class series focuses on recipes for the healthy, hip Santa Monica

senior. The class features Joya Parenteau, registered dietitian and chef. 
The event is free for seniors. 

Training man’s best friend 
Healthy Spot 

1110 Wilshire Blvd., 7 p.m. 
Attend this free workshop on clicker training. It is billed as a great way to
learn about clicker training and how to use it effectively with your dog. In
addition to the free workshop, there will be a question-and-answer session

with a Life of Riley dog training instructor. For more information 
call (310) 458-2004.

Wednesday, March 10, 2010 

Get abstract 
PAINT:LAB 

2912 Main St., 6 p.m. — 9 p.m.
Samantha Ahdoot has been captivated and immersed in the arts from a very

early age. Her diverse cultural background and love for the arts has con-
tributed immensely to her unique style and visual language, as a fine artist

and as a designer. Encompassing traditional with cutting edge, her approach to
color and form reflect her skills and influences throughout her life, expanding

and always contributing to her extensive resume of accomplishments.
Beginners welcome, maximum eight students per workshop. Reservations

required. Cost: $40. For more information call (310) 450-9200.

Fair trade 
Zero Minus at Fred Segal 

500 Broadway, 6 p.m. — 8 p.m. 
Please join us for a rare opportunity to meet with Philip Leakey, son of the

famous anthropologists Drs. Mary and Louis Leakey, and his wife Katy as they
discuss the extensive effect that fair trade purchases have on local communi-
ties and why it is the future in providing sustainable solutions to such coun-

tries as Africa. Cost: free. For more information call Matt Lowe 
at (816) 753-6222.

Unravel the mystery 
Montana Avenue Branch Library

1704 Montana Ave., 7 p.m. — 8 p.m. 
Come discuss two books by author Sharyn McCrumb — “Bimbos of the Death

Sun” and “If I Ever Return, Pretty Peggy-O.” All are welcome. 
Cost: Free. For more information call (310) 829-7081.

WE HAVE THE LARGEST
ENGAGEMENT AND

WEDDING BAND SELECTION! 
VISIT OUR NEWLY EXPANDED SHOWROOM

Eddie Guerboian
GOLDSMITH – DESIGNER

331 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica  • 2 Hours Free Parking (Behind Store)

310.451.1349 • www.readersjewelers.com

Shop where they know your name.
Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm

Rates and terms subject to change. Certain
restrictions apply. Final rates and down payment
based on approved credit. Call for details.

CONTACT US 
TODAY AND 

EXPERIENCE 
THE DIFFERENCE

• 20% Down Payment to $2M

• 25% Down Payment to $3M

• 30% Down Payment to $10M+

• Purchase and refinance loans from 3.0% 
(3.149% APR) up to $10,000,000

• Jumbo 5-Year Fixed Loans from 4.5% 
(4.599% APR) up to $3,000,000

• Construction financing available
• Bridge financing starting at 9.9%
• Alternative underwriting available for self 

employed borrowers / “Make sense” 
underwriting Jonathan O’Donnell

Vice President

We Also Treat ALL Skin, Hair & Nail Problems

Skin Cancer Kills Almost Every Hour

Got A Mole?

Acne | Warts  | Itchy Rashes  | Eczema 

Pigmentation | Mole Check & Removal

310-315-4989 |  2825 Santa Monica Blvd. Ste 303A

MEDICARE & PPOS

ACCEPTED

- Blue Cross Anthem

- Blue Shield

- Aetna

- Cigna

- United

- HealthNet

- and More! EXCELLENCE IN COMPREHENSIVE SKIN CARE

SEE A DERMATOLOGIST TODAY

IMMEDIATE
APPOINTMENTS
SAT. & EVENINGS

AVAILABLE!

Calendar
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BACK or UNFILED 

TAXES?
(310) 395-9922

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
11000 Wilshiree Blvd.,, Suitee 1800 Santaa Monicaa 90401

ALL FORMS • ALL TYPES • ALL STATES

1733 Ocean Ave (across from Loews Hotel) | Santa Monica, 90401  |  310-434-9509 |  lacachettebistro.com

Happy Hour  Monday–Friday 5-7pm
HOUSE COCKTAILS AT $8 |  GREAT SELECTION OF WINES AT $6 AND $7

ALL BEERS $4 TO $7 |  BAR FOOD MENU $5 TO $8

Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
WELCOME HOME: Vice president of the tenants association Phyllis Goff holds up protest signs from 1989 at her Mountain View mobile home on Monday
afternoon. The City Council, which agreed to purchase the park and preserve affordable housing, is expected Tuesday to hire a new manager for the park. 

BY DAISY NGUYEN
Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES (AP) The remains of some of
the nation’s earliest Chinese settlers, whose
graves were discovered five years ago during
construction of a light rail line, will soon be
reburied in a cemetery that once denied
them entry.

A memorial wall honoring the dead was
dedicated Monday at a Los Angeles ceme-
tery, where they will be reinterred beginning
next month.

“This day is a long time in coming,” Rep.
Judy Chu, who represents the area in

BY ROBIN HINDERY
Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO, Calif. Republican state Sen.
Roy Ashburn said Monday he is gay, ending
days of speculation that began after his
arrest last week for investigation of driving
under the influence.

Ashburn, who consistently voted against
gay rights measures during his 14 years in
statewide office, came out in an interview
with KERN radio in Bakersfield, the area he
represents.

Ashburn said he felt compelled to address
rumors that he had visited a gay nightclub
near the Capitol before his DUI arrest.

“I am gay ... those are the words that have
been so difficult for me for so long,”
Ashburn told conservative talk show host
Inga Barks.

The 55-year-old father of four said he had
tried to keep his personal life separate from
his professional life until his March 3 arrest.

“When I crossed the line and broke the
law and put people at risk, that’s different,
and I do owe people an explanation,” he said.

Ashburn was arrested after he was spot-
ted driving erratically near the Capitol,
according to the California Highway Patrol.
Shelly Orio, a spokeswoman from the
Sacramento County district attorney’s

BY NICK TABOREK
Daily Press Staff Writer

Editor’s note: This story is part of an ongoing series
that tracks the city’s expenditures appearing on
upcoming Santa Monica City Council consent agen-
das. Consent agenda items are routinely passed by
the City Council with little or no discussion from
elected officials or the public. However, many of the
items have been part of public discussion in the past.

CITY HALL After 15 years shuttling passen-
gers around the Westside, City Hall says five
15-year-old, 40-foot buses are three years
past the end of their useful lifetimes.

Accordingly, the transit department is
asking the City Council to approve $4.9
million to buy five bigger, 60-foot buses
that run on compressed natural gas instead
of diesel to replace them.

The proposed contract with North
American Bus Industries would allow the
Big Blue Bus to operate fewer buses during
the evening rush hour, saving $200,000 per
year, a City Hall report said.

The council tonight is expected to

approve the bus purchases as part of a
package worth $7.4 million.

TRYING TO MAINTAIN
The city of Santa Monica owns 148

buildings, and according to City Hall it’s
time to review each and every one of them
to complete a comprehensive “condition
analysis study.” It’s a task expected to cost
$282,000 that will allow City Hall to come
up with a plan to maintain and improve its
infrastructure, according to a City Hall
report. The contract is with the firm
Faithful + Gould.

The council is also being asked to
approve $325,000 worth of contracts for
additional consulting on the Land Use
and Circulation Element, City Hall’s
update to its general plan for growth and
development.

One contract for $100,000 would go to
the Phipps Group for work on neighbor-
hood conservation and historic preserva-
tion initiatives. The other proposed con-
tract, for $225,000, is with the Odermatt
group for consulting on the integration of

the Expo Light Rail line in Santa Monica.

EYE ON YOU 
With the goal of catching criminals in

the act, as well as protecting against liabili-
ty claims, the police department is asking
the council to approve $275,000 for a new
mobile video system.

The purchase would replace a 5-year old
system the departments says “has repeatedly
proven effective in documenting the actions
of suspects committing criminal activity.”

The Santa Monica Police Department
has been awarded $246,000 under the fed-
eral COPS technology grants program, a
City Hall report said.

The council is also being asked to approve
$1.4 million for property management serv-
ices at the City Hall-owned Mountain View
Mobile Home Park located at 1930 Stewart
St. The proposed contract with Real Estate
Consulting and Services includes all operat-
ing costs for a 39-month period.

Remains of Chinese
immigrants to be
reburied in LA

Calif state senator
admits he’s gay
after DUI arrest

SEE CONSENT PAGE 10SEE ASHBURN PAGE 10

SEE BURIED PAGE 9

More Big Blue Buses on the way
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Opinion Commentary
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OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we
receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street
Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.
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Nobody’s minion 
Editor:

Jeanne Laurie (“Set the record straight,” March 6)
has a strange view of what happened during the eight
rounds of voting last month that ended with Terry
O’Day being appointed to fill Ken Genser’s City Council
seat. She rightly corrects SMDP columnist Bill Bauer
on one fact but then gets another fact wrong and goes
on to misinterpret the final vote.

It is true that Councilmember Kevin McKeown never
voted for O’Day, but not true that McKeown voted for
Ted Winterer “over and over,” unless that phrase means
three out of eight times. On the fourth round of voting,
McKeown switched to the Santa Monicans for Renters’
Rights default candidate, Jennifer Kennedy. Over the
next three rounds, all four SMRR council members
voted for Kennedy, although not in the same round.
Once that happened, Shriver — knowing his vote was
now the only one for Winterer — found himself between
a rock and a hard place.

I don’t know Shriver or claim to be a mind reader, but
after years of observing Santa Monica politics, I can
see he changed his vote to O’Day because a 4-3, rather
than 5-2, SMRR council majority is healthier for the
city. Plus, Kennedy has no record on development. For
all anybody knows, she could be a “minion of develop-
ers” (as Ms. Laurie suggests Shriver has become).

Appointing a person with no council-level experi-
ence just because she is a member of SMRR makes
sense only to another SMRR member, which Shriver is
not. He had to make an unpleasant decision. It doesn’t
mean he’s anybody’s minion.

Alice Ballesteros
Santa Monica

Ask the tough questions 
Editor:

Your article about the new Santa Monica senior-
housing project paid for in large part by the city of
Santa Monica (“Poor seniors have a new home,” March
5) leaves out some very important information. How
many of the “poor seniors” who received this housing
were needy seniors from Santa Monica? How many of
them came from outside the city?

The city of Santa Monica has spent untold millions of
dollars to develop numerous affordable housing proj-
ects in the city. How much of it has been allocated for
needy Santa Monica residents, including seniors and
families? What about those who actually work in Santa
Monica, like teachers, nurses, fire fighters or police offi-
cers? The criticism in the past has been that organized
groups outside of the city have been able to grab the
affordable housing in the city and paid for by City Hall,
while Santa Monica residents and workers get shut
out.

These are the questions your reporter should ask
and City Hall should answer.

Saul Cohen
Santa Monica, California

Too close for comfort 
Editor:

It was dismaying to witness the unabashed tactics
that the City Council practiced during their meeting
last month, but the shameless, par-for-the-course
appointments spilled onto the Planning Commission.
The council also voted to award the $882,000 contract
to design the upcoming Pico Library to Koning
Eizenberg Architecture. In the March 1 issue of the
SMDP, in the article concerning the Pico Library, it is
stated that, “Hank Koning, a principal in the architec-
ture firm that will design the library and chairman of
the Planning Commission called the library an exciting
project … .” The unselfconscious hubris in that state-
ment is stunning and seemingly, extremely unethical.
Would someone please explain how this is OK?

Eleanor Path
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com Reese Halter Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Back to Nature

A QUARTER OF A CENTURY AGO MY
forestry class examined the Stein Valley of
southwest British Columbia. It was slated to
be logged. Conservationists, natives and
activists, including Dr. David Suzuki and the
late John Denver, persuaded the government
in 1995 to create a park — a global legacy.

There are conservatively 10 million dif-
ferent forms of life on our planet. All living
organisms are made up of the same seven
major atoms and come from the blueprint of
life — DNA. Grizzly bears, wolves or dol-
phins share over 75 percent of DNA that is
identical in humans.

The challenge for conservation biologists
in the 21st century is to protect the genetic
tapestry of all life forms.

The Stein Valley Nlaka’pamux Park is a
remarkable biological jewel. It’s about a
three-hour drive from the 2010 Winter
Olympics in Vancouver.

Named after the Stein River it is the
largest unlogged watershed in southwest
British Columbia with an area of 410 square
miles including three small glaciers.

It’s truly a unique valley because it strad-
dles two climatic regions — the cool, wet (80
inches of precipitation) coast and the hot,
dry (18 inches of precipitation) interior.
Temperate rain forest vegetation, drought
tolerant and lightning-induced specialists
and life clinging on the edge of Mt. Skihist
some 9,660 feet above sea level. This place
has it all!

The Stein River feeds the mighty Fraser
River at a junction where the Thompson
River also joins forces. Once upon a time,
giant sturgeon over 8 feet long and tens of
millions of salmon, more than 100 miles
from the ocean, called this home.

Today this park is crucial habitat for the
monarch of the wilderness grizzly bears,
black bears, mountain lions, wolverines,
martens, mountain goats, moose, beavers,
eagles, spotted owls, loons, hummingbirds
and more.

The Stein Valley has also been home to
the Nlaka’pamux people for at least the last
7,500 years.

It contains some of Canada’s highest den-
sity and richest pictographs and cave art
including pictographs on culturally modi-
fied western red cedars. Cedar bark was
stripped off in long sheets and used for bas-
kets, hats, and walls in sweat lodges, floors
and lining underground winter food caches.

As a matter of fact, in the late 1980s I dis-
covered one of those culturally modified
cedars with unusual pictographs.

The Nlaka’pamux youth developed a
close relationship with nature, spending at
least four months but sometimes a year or
more in isolation in the mountains sur-
rounding the Stein River.

Initially a young boy or girl would travel
into the Stein Valley, climb one of its moun-
tains and seek a ledge overlooking the river;
a fire was lit and the youth sang and danced
until daybreak. Exhausted sometime in the
middle of the night, sleep set in.

During the sleep, an animal spirit spoke

and sang to the young person. It is believed
that the numerous rock paintings along the
lower 20-mile corridor of the Stein River
where done by the boys and girls during
their puberty training. The images of grizzly
bears, owls, eagles, mountain goats, lakes,
the moon and lightning drawn in red ochre
on the rocks came from their dreams and
visions.

Our class examined the pictographs
along Stryen Creek. Further up the river at
Devil’s Staircase there are panels of paintings
at the base of two cliffs. The upstream panel
is one of the largest painting sites in British
Columbia.

The wide array of plants and animals
provided the Nlaka’pamux peoples with all
their food, clothing and medicines. For
instance, balsmroot, nodding onion, mari-
posa and bitterroot were staples along with
wild strawberries, huckleberries, gooseber-
ries, saskatoon berries and raspberries with
sweet sugars from summertime Douglas-fir
pitch, and salmon caught in fall and dried.
Also, in late fall deer were hunted as an
important food source.

Labrador tea leaves were collected in the
fall and used as a heart medicine, relief from
indigestion and to relieve pain and induce
relaxation for women after childbirth.

The spring snowmelt is essential for
recharging the Stein River and all life. Lichen
and leaves remove nutrients from the water
and change its acidity. The forest floor adds
and subtracts minerals from the incoming
snowmelt too.

The springtime floodwaters alter the
streamside vegetation and create new habitat
for trout, which feed upon tiny spineless aquat-
ic life forms including May and caddis flies.

Equally impressive are the different
forested ecosystems that thrive in the Stein
Valley. For example, at the mouth of the
Stein are giant floodplain cottonwoods and
just into the valley are the drought tolerant,
butterscotch-smelling Ponderosa pines with
Douglas-firs on the north-slope. Further up
the valley the mid slopes support massive
Engelemann spruce and lodgepole pines.
Higher elevation forests are comprised of
Engelmann spruce, subalpine fir and on
south facing slopes are the fire-specialists —
lodgepole pines. Along the treeline it’s com-
mon to encounter the inseparable thousand-
year-old gnarled whitebark pines and their
seed dispersing partner’s — Clark’s nut-
crackers.

On the western edge of the park one can
find rain forest western red cedars and west-
ern hemlocks, and the pungent, high-eleva-
tion amabalis firs.

The park is open from April to October
with both day and overnight hikes. It’s a spe-
cial place to explore with your family and
friends. I highly recommend it.

DDRR..  RREEEESSEE  HHAALLTTEERR  is a conservation biologist
at Cal Lutheran University. His upcoming chil-
dren’s book is entitled “The Mysteries of the
Redwood Forests with Bruni the Bear.” Follow
him twitter.com/DrReeseHalter.

Discovering a slice of heaven 

DO YOU HAVE COMMUNITY NEWS?
Submit news releases to editor@smdp.com or by fax at (310) 576-9913
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David Pisarra Send comments to editor@smdp.com

What’s the Point?

BOOK ONLINE @LEARNTOSURFLA.COM or CALL (310)663-2479
Book online & use code SMDP to be entered into a drawing for a free surf lesson!

Come learn to surf in Santa Monica Bay! Our qualified

instructors will provide you with thorough, first class

instruction – from water safety to riding an open face.

One person... $120
Second person... $ 80
Each additional person... $ 60

You’ll be up and riding on your first day!

RA
TE

S

1 hour and 45 minutes of quality instruction.
Soft surfboard and wetsuit provided. Group rates available. Check out our youth surf camps!

IIss  iitt  ttwwiilliigghhtt  ffoorr  tthhee  DDaannccee  SSeerriieess??

Santa Monica Pier leadership revealed recently that

a lack of funding for the annual Twilight Dance

Series may force organizers to either scale back the

concerts or replace the series with a less expensive

version. To make up the shortage, officials have

launched a fundraising drive.

SSoo,,  tthhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  QQ--LLiinnee  qquueessttiioonn  aasskkss::

Is the series worth saving or should it be

replaced by something more cost effective?

CCaallll  ((331100))  228855--88110066  bbeeffoorree  FFrriiddaayy  aatt  55  pp..mm..  aanndd

wwee’’llll  pprriinntt  yyoouurr  aannsswweerrss  iinn  tthhee  wweeeekkeenndd  eeddiittiioonn

ooff  tthhee  DDaaiillyy  PPrreessss..

“THE PAVED PARADISE, AND PUT UP A
parking lot.”

That’s what I thought when I read the
headline that the City Council had approved
plans for a new library to be built at my local
park, Virginia Avenue Park. My immediate
reaction was that the council, as usual, has
never met a bond idea they didn’t like.

Let me begin by saying, I love libraries.
I’m a book guy. As a kid, when my parents
were fighting, which was often, I would
escape to the library with my brother. In col-
lege I loved being in the library on my cam-
pus, and the one across the street at the
Naval Academy (perhaps for more than just
the books, but nonetheless).

I have a library card, and use it regularly.
I pay my fines, partly because they help fund
what I see as a very important part of any
society. Free access to information is crucial.

My house is on 21st Street, which borders
Virginia Avenue Park and I’m in it, usually
twice a day, walking the dog. I know the
maintenance men by name. I stop to chat
with the police. I’ve made friends with peo-
ple who are there as much as I am.

The park is a shining example of a com-
munity coming together. There are the men
who play basketball in pick-up games, and
kids who play soccer. I’ve seen a man keep a
crowd in awe with his homemade radio con-
trolled plane. Every Saturday the Farmers’
Market brings people out to participate in
the community.

Having a police sub-station, youth pro-
grams and after-school programs on the
grounds has contributed to a much richer,
and vibrant park. In summer, the kids play
in the water feature and squeal with laugh-
ter.

The greens keepers have installed several
new trees and the park is taking on a delight-
ful forest-like feel, while at the same time
keeping the playing fields open for soccer,
and other sports.

Adding a library to the park would defi-
nitely increase the surrounding property
values, make it even easier to access the
books that I read and provide yet another
layer of benefits to the park. The more peo-
ple who use the park regularly, the safer
environment it becomes.

Which is why my first reaction of “Oh
good Lord, no” was so shocking to me. I had
visions of the library being a behemoth that
destroyed the playing fields, or took over the
north section lawn.

This past Sunday, when I was walking the
dog through the park, there was a communi-

ty resource fair which was showcasing all the
various social services that are available in
our fair burg. Happily Susan Annett of the
library was there and I had the opportunity
to ask her a few questions about the pro-
posed project. I’ve known Susan for years,
since my days in the Rotary.

I was curious about the branch on Ocean
Park Boulevard, which is only three blocks
away from Virginia Avenue Park. I asked if it
was going to be closed, thinking that perhaps
the library administration had a reason for
wanting to perhaps move the branch. Nope,
not being closed, she said. It was shut down
for a brief period for termite work, but it’s
staying. Which is great news, as I think that
it is a great little library.

But that makes me wonder why the need
then for a new branch? After all, it is only a
10-minute walk from Virginia Avenue to the
Ocean Park branch. Susan told me that the
community had been asking for a branch,
and that this was a great location, given the
campus feel of the park already. I had to
agree that the park has a campus feel with
the teen center, the Thelma Terry building
and that community room that is rarely
used, plus the water feature.

I asked how big the library would be, and
Susan said it would be a small branch, just
like Ocean Park — 7,500 square feet or so.
The architects are the same ones who
designed the park, so they have not only a
working knowledge of what the community
uses the park for, but also have a vested
interest in maintaining the usability and feel
of the park overall.

The location that is being considered
for the library, according to Susan, was
south of the Thelma Terry building. Given
the projected size, that would basically
mean the garden space to the edge of
where the tables and benches are now for
the Farmers’ Market would all become a
mini-library.

If that is the size and location, as much
I’m not totally convinced that we need
another library, and in spite of my long held
opposition to bond offerings, I’ll support it.
I don’t feel that it will be that intrusive, and
will add to the overall purpose of the park.

And it’s not a parking lot, but you can
read “Paradise Lost” there.

DDAAVVIIDD  PPIISSAARRRRAA  is a family law attorney focus-
ing on father’s rights and men’s Issues in the
Santa Monica firm of Pisarra & Grist. He can be
reached at dpisarra@pisarra.com or (310) 664-
9969.

Avid reader reluctantly
endorses Pico library 
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I WANTED THAT GIRL SCOUT COOKIE
reward patch so badly as a kid. Despite lug-
ging cartons of Thin Mints around the
neighborhood in my wagon and using my
cute little brother for door-to-door sales, I
always fell short. Now I will do my part to
help our 250 local scouts by eating as many
Samoas, Tagalongs and Trefoils as I can
stomach until March 21, when they disap-
pear for another year.

If you missed out on ordering cookies, it’s
not too late to get your hands on some of
those trans-fat free tasty treats. Local troops
will be located at different stores in the area
selling cookies for $4 a box.

I visited with two troops on cookie patrol
and Terrie Gunther, their troop leader and
the service unit manager for the Santa
Monica Bay Girl Scouts.

The 11-year-old girls of troop 632 have
been together since kindergarten when they
met at Will Rogers Elementary School.

“We eat a lot of cookies,” Tina Flanagan,
Emily Krenik, and Madeline Gunther said.

They admit to still having some left over
from last year. The girls’ favorites are
Tagalongs, Thin Mints and Samoas.

Since 1917, the annual cookie sale has
helped fund Girl Scout Council activities
throughout the year. Each troop also gets 75
cents from each box of cookies sold to use
for their own projects. Troop 632 plans to go
to San Francisco where they will transition
from Jr. Girl Scouts (fourth and fifth grades)
to cadets. Troop 301 went last year as well.

“The trip was amazing,” Gunther said. It
maintained her older girls’ interest in scout-
ing. “Middle school is a tricky time in a girl’s
life and frequently girls at this age drop out
of the scouts. Because of their experience
walking across the Golden Gate Bridge and
participating in all the Girl Scout activities
(badge activities, crafts and just plain fun) in
the Presidio afterward, not only did my older
troop stay on but they are here, selling cook-

ies so they can return to San Francisco and
work the event for their younger counter-
parts.”

Over her nine years as a scout leader,
Gunther has seen the leadership skills of her
scouts develop.“The entire program is led by
the kids,” she said. “They meet with their
leader in September and together they
decide which badges they’d like to earn and
what field trips they’d like to take.”

The older girls teach the younger ones
what they’ve learned.

Scouting also offers new opportunities.
“The girls get to try and see things that they
don’t get to in school, things their families
may not typically do,” Gunther said.

The cookie sale itself offers a learning
experience. “The girls get an education in
operating a small business,” Gunther said.
“They learn about sales goals, marketing,
customer service, finance, budgets and
more.”

So, if you have a hankering for one of the
3.5 million boxes of cookies that will be sold
this year in Los Angeles, you’re lucky that the
Los Angeles Girl Scout Council has entered
the technological age this year. Just log onto
their Web site www.girlscoutsla.org, enter
your zip code in the Cookie Locator, and
find out when and where booths will be set
up near you.

Gunther’s advice for those interested in
joining the Girl Scouts: “Look for one of the
28 troops at your local school. If you can’t
find one that can take on additional girls,
start one. The program really needs parents
to step up and be leaders. You need five
members to start a troop, so circulate a flyer
at school.”

Look for more information on the Web
site www.girlscoutsla.org.

Find a calendar with local events, helpful links,
and more adventures of AADDDDIISSOONN,,  ZZOORRAA,,  AANNDD
DDAASSHH at smatoz.blogspot.com. 

Santa Monica From A to Z
Alisandra Rand and Melissa Rader Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Cookies for a cause 

Alisandra Rand news@smdp.com
DELICIOUS DUTY: Tina Flanagan, Emily Krenik, and Madeline Gunther, all 11, sell Girl
Scout cookies in front of Bob's Market in Sunset Park. The girls are from Troop 632. Cookie
sales fund field trips and service projects for the troop. Get your box of Thin Mints today by
going to www.girlscoutsla.org.
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LOUISVILLE, Ky. Home-school mom Susan
Mule wishes she hadn’t taken a friend’s
advice and tried a textbook from a popular
Christian publisher for her 10-year-old’s
biology lessons.

Mule’s precocious daughter Elizabeth
excels at science and has been studying
tarantulas since she was 5. But she watched
Elizabeth’s excitement turn to confusion
when they reached the evolution section of
the book from Apologia Educational
Ministries, which disputed Charles Darwin’s
theory.

“I thought she was going to have a coro-
nary,” Mule said of her daughter, who is now
16 and taking college courses in Houston.
“She’s like, ‘This is not true!’”

Christian-based materials dominate a
growing home-school education market
that encompasses more than 1.5 million
students in the U.S. And for most home-
school parents, a Bible-based version of
the Earth’s creation is exactly what they
want. Federal statistics from 2007 show
83 percent of home-schooling parents
want to give their children “religious or
moral instruction.”

“The majority of home-schoolers self-
identify as evangelical Christians,” said Ian
Slatter, a spokesman for the Home School
Legal Defense Association. “Most home-
schoolers will definitely have a sort of cre-
ationist component to their home-school
program.”

Those who don’t, however, often feel iso-
lated and frustrated from trying to find a
textbook that fits their beliefs.

Two of the best-selling biology text-
books stack the deck against evolution,
said some science educators who reviewed
sections of the books at the request of The
Associated Press.

“I feel fairly strongly about this. These
books are promulgating lies to kids,” said
Jerry Coyne, an ecology and evolution pro-
fessor at the University of Chicago.

The textbook publishers defend their
books as well-rounded lessons on evolution
and its shortcomings. One of the books
doesn’t attempt to mask disdain for Darwin
and evolutionary science.

“Those who do not believe that the Bible
is the inspired, inerrant Word of God will
find many points in this book puzzling,” says
the introduction to “Biology: Third Edition”
from Bob Jones University Press. “This book
was not written for them.”

The textbook delivers a religious ultima-
tum to young readers and parents, warning
in its “History of Life” chapter that a
“Christian worldview ... is the only correct
view of reality; anyone who rejects it will not
only fail to reach heaven but also fail to see
the world as it truly is.”

When the AP asked about that passage,
university spokesman Brian Scoles said the
sentence made it into the book because of an
editing error and will be removed from
future editions.

The size of the business of home-school
texts isn’t clear because the textbook indus-
try is fragmented and privately held publish-
ers don’t give out sales numbers. Slatter said
home-school material sales reach about $1
billion annually in the U.S.

Publishers are well aware of the mar-
ket, said Jay Wile, a former chemistry
professor in Indianapolis who helped
launch the Apologia curriculum in the

early 1990s.
“If I’m planning to write a curriculum,

and I want to write it in a way that will
appeal to home-schoolers, I’m going to at
least find out what my demographic is,”
Wile said.

In Kentucky, Lexington home-schooler
Mia Perry remembers feeling disheartened
while flipping through a home-school cur-
riculum catalog and finding so many reli-
gious-themed textbooks.

“We’re not religious home-schoolers, and
there’s somewhat of a feeling of being out-
numbered,” said Perry, who has home-
schooled three of her four children after
removing her oldest child from a public
school because of a health condition.

Perry said she cobbled together her own
curriculum after some mainstream publish-
ers told her they would not sell directly to
home-schooling parents.

Wendy Womack, another Lexington
home-school mother, said the only scientifi-
cally credible curriculum she’s found is from
the Maryland-based Calvert School, which
has been selling study-at-home materials for
more than 100 years.

Apologia and Bob Jones University Press
say their science books sell well. Apologia’s
“Exploring Creation” biology textbook
retails for $65, while Bob Jones’ “Biology”
Third Edition lists at $52.

Coyne and Virginia Tech biology profes-
sor Duncan Porter reviewed excerpts from
the Apologia and Bob Jones biology text-
books, which are equivalent to ninth- and
10th-grade biology lessons. Porter said he
would give the books an F.

“If this is the way kids are home-schooled
then they’re being shortchanged, both
rationally and in terms of biology,” Coyne
said. He argued that the books may steer stu-
dents away from careers in biology or the
study of the history of the earth.

Wile countered that Coyne “feels com-
pelled to lie in order to prop up a failing
hypothesis (evolution). We definitely do
not lie to the students. We tell them the
facts that people like Dr. Coyne would pre-
fer to cover up.”

Adam Brown’s parents say their 16-year-
old son’s belief in the Bible’s creation story
isn’t deterring him from pursuing a career in
marine biology. His parents, Ken and Polly
Brown, taught him at their Cedar Grove,
Ind., home using the Apologia curriculum
and other science texts.

Polly Brown said her son would gladly
take college courses that include evolution,
and he’ll be able to provide the expected
answers even though he disagrees.

“He probably knows it better than the
kids who have been taught evolution all
through public school,” Polly Brown said.
“But that is in order for him to under-
stand both sides of that argument
because he will face it throughout his
higher education.”

Top home-school texts
dismiss Darwin, evolution

THE MAJORITY
OF HOME-

SCHOOLERS SELF-IDENTIFY
AS EVANGELICAL

CHRISTIANS.”
Ian Slatter,

a spokesman for the Home School Legal
Defense Association
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March Madness. Whenever there’s a major
sports event, people congregate at The
Parlor for drunken revelry.”

The hearing before the council tonight is
supposed to result in a long-awaited final
decision on The Parlor’s future after the
showdown was twice delayed because the
bar’s landlord, John Makhani, changed
attorneys and asked for more time to pre-
pare.

But an objection from Chris Harding, the
lawyer now handling the case for The Parlor,
has led to the possibility of further delay.

Two council members, Bobby Shriver
and Bob Holbrook, are not expected to
attend tonight’s meeting. In a letter to the
council last week Harding argued it would
be “fundamentally unfair and constitute a
denial of due process to take final action
on this matter with only five council mem-
bers present,” and requested the council
conduct the hearing tonight but put off
taking a final vote. Regardless of how
many council members are present, The
Parlor needs four votes in its favor to win
its appeal.

Councilman Kevin McKeown said on
Monday the council has a long standing pol-
icy of allowing appeals to be heard if at least
five members are present and said he
opposed a further postponement.

“I think we should have a decision while
the public is there to speak,” he said.

Diane Krakower, an outspoken critic of
The Parlor, said delaying the vote would be
met with outrage from residents.

The Parlor’s main argument for keeping
its business plan intact, it appears, is based
on its grandfathered right to use the space
according to state liquor laws, which allow it
to operate until 2 a.m.

The bar’s operations first came under
City Hall scrutiny after a 2008 renovation
that expanded its floor area by opening a
second story. City Hall officials have said
the expansion means the bar now needs a
special permit known as a “conditional use
permit,” or CUP, to continue to operate.
The CUP would allow the council to imple-
ment restrictions on the bar’s operations.

In his letter to the council, Harding
laid out his argument for why his client
should be spared the most onerous
restrictions the Planning Commission
recommended.

He said the bar should be allowed to
operate on both floors without applying for
the CUP. Previous restaurants located on
The Parlor’s site used the second floor, albeit
for things like storage and office space, so
opening up the area to patrons doesn’t nec-
essarily trigger the need for a CUP, he
argued.

He said the bar should be allowed to
operate free of restrictions if it agrees to
limit its maximum occupancy to 168 peo-
ple. In contrast, the Planning Commission
has said The Parlor needs to limit its occu-
pancy to 135 while also abiding by new
operating rules that would require it to
close by midnight on Fridays and
Saturdays and by 11 p.m. during the rest of
the week.

Harding has countered with an offer to
slightly limit operating hours if The Parlor is
allowed to admit 225 people. If permitted to
let in more customers, he said his client
would agree to close at 1 a.m. most week-
nights and at 2 a.m. Thursday through
Saturday.

Needless to say, Harding’s proposal is not
close to the demands of residents like
Wilmont chairperson Valerie Griffin, who
see the bar’s operations as incompatible with
maintaining the neighborhood’s quality of
life.

In her letter to the council, she compared
living next to The Parlor with enduring tor-
ture.

“[The bar’s patrons] yell to each other,
slam doors, and rev their engines” late at
night while walking to their cars, she said,
waking up sleeping residents.

“Sleep deprivation is torture according to
[the] internationally recognized definition.
The Parlor has caused their neighbors to
experience sleep deprivation for almost
three years.”

The owners of The Parlor could not be
reached Monday for comment.

nickt@smdp.com

Little common ground in
showdown over The Parlor
FROM APPEAL PAGE 1

WHAT A PAIR Fabian Lewkowicz FabianLewkowicz.com
Virginia Avenue Park Youth Council members Williams Perez, 14, and his twin sister Laquita
create T-shirts during the fourth annual Unity Resource Festival at Virginia Avenue Park on
Sunday, March 7.
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Congress, said at the ceremony at Evergreen
Cemetery. “It is so significant that those
early immigrants who suffered so many
indignities in life will now, through inter-
ment, will not have to suffer indignities
through death.”

The process comes after an exhaustive
attempt by the Los Angeles County
Metropolitan Transportation Authority to
identify the century-old remains and locate
their descendants.

It began after construction crews
unearthed bones and artifacts in June 2005
while widening a road to make room for the
Gold Line rail extension to east Los Angeles.

Archaeologists later found 174 burial
sites, some dating as far back as the 1880s.
A few had headstones with engravings in
Chinese; others were unmarked; some
contained artifacts such as opium pipes,
teapots and jade jewelry; and some were
empty.

Historians believe the site was once a pot-
ter’s field, a cemetery for the poor, that was
lost to developments in the 1920s.

Many Chinese were buried there because
they were not allowed to be buried among
whites in the nearby Evergreen Cemetery.
The discriminatory practice was part of laws
enacted in 19th century California prohibit-
ing Chinese settlers, most of them men who
came the West to dig for gold and build the

railroads, from becoming citizens, owning
land or marrying whites.

The racist policy led to many segregated
Chinese cemeteries throughout the West.

The empty graves were believed to belong
to people who were disinterred and sent
back to China for burial — a common prac-
tice at the time, said Yvette Rapose, commu-
nity relations manager for the MTA.

The agency later found documents in a
nearby crematorium listing the names of
people buried in the field, their age at the
time of death, their ethnic origin and cause
of death, but the documents did not indicate
where they were buried in the field.

Because the remains could not be linked
to names on the list, the MTA sought to
identify the dead by running advertisements
in Chinese media, both locally and in China,
announcing the discovery and asking people
to contact the agency if they believe they had
relatives buried in the area.

The only person who came forward was
the great great niece of T.E. Buzbee, a young
man believed to have run away from his
Colorado home and died at age 17 in 1883,
Rapose said.

The remains of Buzbee, and the other
unclaimed bodies, will be reinterred in April
following Ching Ming or Qingming, day for
Chinese families to visit ancestors’ graves.
They will be buried near the memorial wall,
which features eight headstones found at the
site.

school officials said.
Making the feat all the more historic, if

Samohi (26-6 overall, 10-0 in Ocean League
play) can advance to the second round, it
will host another state game against the win-
ner of the Canyon Springs/Etiwanda game.

“We wanted the second [seed], but we’re
happy with the third,” Samohi Head Coach
Marty Verdugo said. “If the stars align right,
we have a chance to win this thing.”

This is the second straight year Samohi
has qualified for the state playoffs. After los-
ing in the semi-finals of the CIF-SS Division
1A playoffs last year, the team had the bad
luck of drawing eventual state champion
Long Beach Poly. The Vikings were routed,
but it served as a boost that helped propel
the Vikings to these unprecedented heights,
Verdugo said.

Poly is the No. 1 seed in the tournament
this season. Clovis West of Fresno is No. 2.

This will be the second meeting of the
season for Narbonne and Samohi. The
Vikings, playing with a dramatically differ-
ent lineup from the team that will take the
court tonight, had enough to win, 59-48.
Senior guard Thea Lemberger led all scorers
with 24 points. Lilly Feder added 17.

The biggest difference from that team is
the addition of a pair of transfers from
Arizona that helped Samohi win the CIF-SS
title this year. Juniors Moriah Faulk and
Bianka Balthazar, both standing at 5-10,
have given the Vikings the inside presence
that was lacking in years past. Both have
helped make up for the void left by the
transfer of sophomore center Sabrina
Norton, who left the team in the days lead-
ing up to the playoffs.

“We have gotten bigger,” Verdugo said.
“We’re night and day from where we were.”

SAMOHI BOYS TAKE TO THE ROAD
Santa Monica’s boys basketball team will

join the girls in the state playoffs tonight, but
they have a more difficult road ahead.

Coming off a loss in the CIF-SS Division
1A final on Saturday to Leuzinger, the
Vikings had hoped to draw a first round
home game and a decent seeding in Division
1. They drew the No. 7 seed, but will have the
misfortune of traveling to No. 10 Clovis East
of Fresno, a lower seed.

“We’re just happy to still be playing,”
Samohi Head Coach James Hecht said. “We
know we can play better than we did on
Saturday [in the CIF-SS Division 1A title
game].”

Due to quirks in the CIF’s seeding system,
the higher-ranked Vikings would have to
wait until the second round to reap the ben-
efits of being seeded in the top half of the 16
team field. Rules have it that the San Diego
and Central Valley section winners automat-
ically are granted first-round playoff games.

If the Vikings can advance past Clovis
East, they will play the winner in the
matchup between No. 2 Westchester and No.
15 Colony. If Westchester wins, the Vikings
would play on the road. If Colony can pull
off the upset, the Vikings will host.

Hecht said that the game against Clovis
East will be a matchup of similar styles. Both
teams like to push the ball in an up-tempo
style.

“It’s going to be like going against each
other in practice,” Hecht said. “We both like
to get after it.

“This should be interesting.”

RALLYING BEHIND THE VIKINGS
Samohi’s athletic department has organ-

ized a 5 p.m. rally outside of the north gym
on campus, just before the girls’ first round
state playoff game against Narbonne. The
first 200 attendees will be given a gold
Samohi shirt.

Head Coach Marty Verdugo said that he
wants to see “an ocean of gold” when his
team takes the court.

“Our fans have been really terrific all
year,” he said.

daniela@smdp.com

FROM PLAYOFF PAGE 1

FROM BURIED PAGE 3

Coach hoping for a rowdy home crowd 

Racism led to segregated cemeteries
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better seismic monitoring make it seem as if
earthquakes are ever-present.

“I can definitely tell you that the world is
not coming to an end,” said Bob
Holdsworth, an expert in tectonics at
Durham University in northern England,
referring to the number of quakes.

A 7.0 magnitude quake last month killed
more than 230,000 people in Haiti. Less than
two weeks ago, an 8.8 magnitude quake — the
fifth-strongest since 1900 — killed more than
900 people in Chile. And on Monday, a strong
pre-dawn 6.0 magnitude quake struck rural
eastern Turkey, killing at least 51 people.

On average, there are 134 earthquakes a
year that have a magnitude between a 6.0
and 6.9, according to the U.S. Geological
Survey. This year is off to a fast start with 40
so far — more than in most years for that
time period.

But that’s because the 8.8 quake in Chile
generated a large number of strong after-
shocks, and so many occurring this early in
the year skews the picture, said Paul Earle, a
seismologist at the U.S. Geological Survey.

Also, it’s not the number of quakes, but
their devastating impacts that gain attention
with the death tolls largely due to construc-

tion standards and crowding, Earle said.
“The standard mantra is earthquakes

don’t kill people, buildings do,” he said.
There have been more deaths over the

past decade from earthquakes, said
University of Colorado geologist Roger
Bilham, who just returned from Haiti. In an
opinion column last month in the journal
Nature, Bilham called for better construc-
tion standards in the world’s megacities. Last
year his study of earthquake deaths, popula-
tion, quake size and other factors produced
disturbing results. And that was before Haiti,
Chile and Turkey.

“We found four times as many deaths in
the last 10 years than in the previous 10
years,” Bilham told The Associated Press
Monday. “That’s definitely up and scary.”

Other experts said they too have noticed
a general increase in earthquake deaths. The
World Health Organization tallied than
453,000 deaths from earthquakes from 2000
to 2009, up markedly from the previous two
decades. In the 1970s, however, a massive
quake in China killed about 440,000 people.

But those numbers fluctuate every year.
Statisticians say the hit-or-miss nature of
earthquake fatalities makes it hard to see a
trend in deaths.

A quick analysis by two statistics experts

found no statistically significant upward
trend since the 1970s because of the variabil-
ity — despite the earthquake experts’ per-
ceptions that deaths have been rising, at least
since the 1980s.

The Haiti quake likely set a modern
record for deaths per magnitude of earth-
quake “solely as a function of too many peo-
ple crammed into a city that wasn’t meant to
have that many people and have an earth-
quake,” said University of Miami geologist
Tim Dixon.

Disaster experts say they’ve seen more
deaths especially from quakes that would-
n’t have been as bad decades ago. They
point to two in Turkey and India — a
1999 earthquake in Izmit that killed
18,000 and the 2001 disaster that killed
20,000 in Bhuj.

“Look at some of the big ones recently,”
said Debarati Guha-Sapir, director of the
WHO’s disaster epidemiology research cen-
ter. “Had the Izmit or Bhuj quakes happened
30 years ago, the events would have been rel-
atively insignificant as the population of
these cities were a third of what it was when
it did happen. Increasing population density
makes a small event into a big one.”

Disaster and earthquake experts say the
problem will only worsen. Of the 130 cities

worldwide with more than 1 million popu-
lation, more than half are on fault lines,
making them more prone to earthquakes,
Bilham said.

“I’ve calculated more than 400 million
people at risk just from those,” he said.

Developing nations, where the population
is booming, also don’t pay attention to earth-
quake preparedness, Bilham said.“If you have
a problem feeding yourself, you’re not really
going to worry about earthquakes.”

He said he when he went to Haiti after the
January quake, he had hope that construc-
tion would be quake-proof because of the
emphasis on it. Instead, people rebuilt their
houses their old unsafe ways.

Another reason quakes seem worse is that
we’re paying attention more. The phenome-
non of Haiti quickly followed by the 8.8 in
Chile got everyone’s attention.

But it won’t last, said disaster researcher
Dennis Mileti, a former seismic safety com-
missioner for the state of California.

“People are paying attention to the vio-
lent planet we’ve always lived in,” Mileti said.
“Come back in another six months if there
has been no earthquakes, most people will
have forgotten it again.”

news@smdp.com 

More than 450,000 killed in quakes since 2000
FROM QUAKE PAGE 1

FOOD ON THE WAY 
In a move reflecting the weak econo-

my, the Housing and Economic
Development Department is asking the
council to adjust a lease agreement with a
cafe that plans to rent space in the Civic
Center parking garage.

The lease modification would eliminate
the base rent for the first year in business,
charging the cafe, Trimana Grill, only a “per-
centage rent” equal to 10 percent of its gross
sales. The adjustment is intended to give the
cafe’s owners a break “as the business estab-
lishes itself in an untested location and cre-
ates a customer base,” according to a City

Hall report. The recommended modifica-
tion also lessens the rent for the remainder
of the term.

The council also is expected to honor the
memories of two longtime Santa Monica
leaders.

City Hall recommends naming the off-
leash area of Joslyn Park “Herb Katz Dog
Park” in honor of former Mayor Herb Katz,
who died in 2009 from cancer.

The other recommendation is to change
the name of Beach Park No. 1 to Dorothy
Green Park to commemorate the life of Heal
the Bay founding president Dorothy Green,
who died in 2008.

nickt@smdp.com

FROM CONSENT PAGE 3

City Hall agrees to modify cafe’s lease

office, said a breath test showed the senator’s
blood-alcohol level was .14 percent, or .06
points above the legal limit.

The next day, reports surfaced that
Ashburn had left Faces, a gay nightclub, with
an unidentified man in the passenger seat of
his Senate-owned vehicle.

“The best way to handle that is to be
truthful and to say to my constituents and all
who care that I am gay,” he said. “But I don’t
think it’s something that has affected, nor
will it affect, how I do my job.”

Ashburn has voted against a number of
gay rights measures, including efforts to
expand anti-discrimination laws and recog-

nize out-of-state gay marriages. Last year, he
opposed a bill to establish a day of recogni-
tion to honor slain gay rights activist Harvey
Milk.

Equality California, a group that advo-
cates for expanded gay rights and other
issues, said it consistently gave Ashburn a
zero rating on its scorecard.

The group’s executive director, Geoff
Kors, said Monday that he hopes the sena-
tor’s revelation will lead to a change in his
voting patterns.

“He’s still the same person, only living
more honestly,” Kors said. “I hope his own
self-awareness will result in him no longer
voting to deny people the most basic
rights.”

FROM ASHBURN PAGE 3

Ashburn isn’t planning another run 
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BY DAVID RUNK
Associated Press Writer

DETROIT Detroit, the very symbol of
American industrial might for most of the
20th century, is drawing up a radical renew-
al plan that calls for turning large swaths of
this now-blighted, rusted-out city back into
the fields and farmland that existed before
the automobile.

Operating on a scale never before
attempted in this country, the city would
demolish houses in some of the most deso-
late sections of Detroit and move residents
into stronger neighborhoods. Roughly a
quarter of the 139-square-mile city could go
from urban to semi-rural.

Near downtown, fruit trees and vegetable
farms would replace neighborhoods that are
an eerie landscape of empty buildings and
vacant lots. Suburban commuters heading
into the city center might pass through what
looks like the countryside to get there.
Surviving neighborhoods in the birthplace
of the auto industry would become pockets
in expanses of green.

Detroit officials first raised the idea in the
1990s, when blight was spreading. Now, with
the recession plunging the city deeper into
ruin, a decision on how to move forward is
approaching. Mayor Dave Bing, who took
office last year, is expected to unveil some
details in his state-of-the-city address this

month.
“Things that were unthinkable are now

becoming thinkable,” said James W. Hughes,
dean of the School of Planning and Public
Policy at Rutgers University, who is among
the urban experts watching the experiment
with interest. “There is now a realization that
past glories are never going to be recaptured.
Some people probably don’t accept that, but
that is the reality.”

The meaning of what is afoot is now set-
tling in across the city.

“People are afraid,” said Deborah L.
Younger, past executive director of a group
called Detroit Local Initiatives Support
Corporation that is working to revitalize five
areas of the city. “When you read that neigh-
borhoods may no longer exist, that sends
fear.”

Though the will to downsize has arrived,
the way to do it is unclear and fraught with
problems.

Politically explosive decisions must be
made about which neighborhoods should be
bulldozed and which improved. Hundreds
of millions of federal dollars will be needed
to buy land, raze buildings and relocate resi-
dents, since this financially desperate city
does not have the means to do it on its own.
It isn’t known how many people in the most-
ly black, blue-collar city might be uprooted,
but it could be thousands. Some won’t go
willingly.

“I like the way things are right here,” said
David Hardin, 60, whose bungalow is one of
three occupied homes on a block with
dozens of empty lots near what is common-
ly known as City Airport. He has lived there
since 1976, when every home on the street
was occupied, and said he enjoys the peace
and quiet.

For much of the 20th century, Detroit
was an industrial powerhouse — the city
that put the nation on wheels. Factory work-
ers lived in neighborhoods of simple single-
and two-story homes and walked to work.
But then the plants began to close one by
one. The riots of 1967 accelerated an exodus
of whites to the suburbs, and many middle-
class blacks followed.

Now, a city of nearly 2 million in the
1950s has declined to less than half that
number. On some blocks, only one or two
occupied houses remain, surrounded by
trash-strewn lots and vacant, burned-out
homes. Scavengers have stripped anything of
value from empty buildings. According to
one recent estimate, Detroit has 33,500
empty houses and 91,000 vacant residential
lots.

Several other declining industrial cities,
such as Youngstown, Ohio, have also accept-
ed downsizing. Since 2005, Youngstown has
been tearing down a few hundred houses a
year. But Detroit’s plans dwarf that effort.
The approximately 40 square miles of vacant

property in Detroit is larger than the entire
city of Youngstown.

Faced with a $300 million budget deficit
and a dwindling tax base, Bing argues that
the city can’t continue to pay for police
patrols, fire protection and other services for
all areas.

The current plan would demolish about
10,000 houses and empty buildings in three
years and pump new investment into
stronger neighborhoods. In the neighbor-
hoods that would be cleared, the city would
offer to relocate residents or buy them out.
The city could use tax foreclosure to claim
abandoned property and invoke eminent
domain for those who refuse to leave, much
as cities now do for freeway projects.

The mayor has begun lobbying
Washington for support, and in January
Detroit was awarded $40.8 million for
renewal work. The federally funded Detroit
Housing Commission supports Bing’s plan.

“It takes a true partnership, because we
don’t want to invest in a neighborhood that
the city is not going to invest in,” said Eugene
E. Jones, executive director of the commis-
sion.

It is not known who might get the cleared
land, but with prospects for recruiting
industry slim, planners are considering agri-
cultural uses. The city might offer larger
tracts for sale or lease, or turn over smaller
pieces to community organizations to use.

BY DEEPTI HAJELA
Associated Press Writer

NEW YORK Gov. David Paterson was
adamantly in the business of governing
Monday, taking questions from the public at
a town hall meeting and trying to make clear
his authority to negotiate a state budget
amid two scandals that threaten his job.

“Recently, I’ve been the target of rumors
and innuendo, but it hasn’t stopped me,” he
said in his opening remarks, one of the few
references to the situation swirling around
him.

In their questions, audience members at
the session in Brooklyn were clearly more
focused on their own concerns rather than
the governor’s, who is being probed over
whether he illegally had contact with a
woman who had accused a Paterson aide of
abuse. He is also facing an ethics charge for
obtaining free World Series tickets.

Few questioners mentioned the scandals,
with one offering support for Paterson fin-
ishing his term before going on to ask a
question on another topic.

The reaction reflected findings in a poll

from Siena College released Monday, which
found that 71 percent of those questioned
thought he should be allowed to finish his
term instead of being impeached if he does-
n’t resign. Twenty-one percent said the
Legislature should impeach him if he doesn’t
step down, although Paterson hasn’t been
charged with a crime. The rest didn’t know
or had no opinion.

That comes even as Paterson has slipped
to his lowest approval rating yet, at 21 per-
cent, with 67 percent of those polled having
an unfavorable opinion of him and 12 per-
cent saying they didn’t know or had no opin-
ion.

Paterson has already given up his bid for
a full term but refused to give in to critics
who want him to resign altogether. He
became governor in 2008 after his predeces-
sor, Eliot Spitzer, resigned in a prostitution
scandal.

Those attending the Brooklyn meeting
struck a respectful tone. They asked and
debated questions about spending priorities
in the state budget due April 1 as if speaking
to a key player, not a lame duck. There was
little mention of the scandals as Paterson

showed sympathy to personal stories back-
ing up arguments for more aid.

The only other reference to Paterson’s
political reality came when the governor
responded to a question challenging the idea
of taxing soda for revenue. He spoke about
the public health benefits of such a tax, and
he recounted some of the state’s obesity sta-
tistics and the concerns for children’s health.

“I’m speaking for a class of people that
don’t have a vote,” he said. “I’m not running
for re-election, so I can speak for them; it’s
the children of this state.”

At one point, Paterson flashed the humor
that was an effective tool for him for 20 years
as a state senator. One speaker who said he
has thoughts of running for mayor said, “I
have just one question, and it’s a statement.”

“Before your town hall meeting starts,
can I finish mine?” Paterson shot back, to
laughs in the packed Borough hall.

Following the town hall meeting, Paterson
told reporters he met with his personal attor-
ney on Saturday as a result of the scandals.

Paterson also defended Attorney General
Andrew Cuomo, whom many Democrats
prefer over Paterson as the candidate for gov-

ernor and who is investigating the scandals.
Paterson said appointing a special prose-

cutor would give up control over the cost
and time spent on the case and he has confi-
dence Cuomo will do a timely and fair job.
Cuomo, a Democrat, is widely expected to
run for governor. Paterson dropped his own
bid for the Democratic nomination shortly
after Cuomo started his investigation.

The Siena poll found two-thirds of voters
prefer an independent prosecutor for the
case, but a majority of voters questioned also
have faith in Cuomo’s ability to be fair. Some
in the legal community share that concern.

“We live in times of extraordinary cyni-
cism,” said James Tierney, director of the
National State Attorney’s General Program
at Columbia University. It’s natural for citi-
zens to view the political system with cyni-
cism, he said, “but I see nothing at all in this
case which indicates anything but the attor-
ney general is proceeding in an absolutely
appropriate manner.”

The Siena poll questioned 712 registered
voters by phone on Sunday. It has a margin
of error of plus or minus 3.7 percentage
points.

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

WESTMORELAND, N.H. Mary Josephine Ray,
the New Hampshire woman who was certi-
fied as the oldest person living in the United
States, has died at age 114 years, 294 days.

She died Sunday at a nursing home in
Westmoreland but was active until about
two weeks before her death, her grand-
daughter Katherine Ray said.

“She just enjoyed life. She never thought
of dying at all,” Katherine Ray said. “She was
planning for her birthday party.”

Even with her recent decline, Ray man-

aged an interview with a reporter last week,
her granddaughter said.

Ray was the oldest person in the United
States and the second-oldest in the world,
according to the Gerontology Research
Group. She was also recorded as the oldest
person ever to live in New Hampshire.

The oldest living American is now Neva
Morris, of Ames, Iowa, at age 114 years, 216
days. The oldest person in the world is Japan’s
Kama Chinen at age 114 years, 301 days.

Ray was born May 17, 1895, in
Bloomfield, Prince Edward Island, Canada.
She moved to the United States at age 3.

She lived for 60 years in Anson, Maine.
She lived in Florida, Massachusetts and else-
where in New Hampshire before she moved
to Westmoreland in 2002 to be near her chil-
dren.

Ray’s husband, Walter, died in 1967.
Survivors include two sons, eight grandchil-
dren, 13 great-grandchildren and five great-
great grandchildren.

Morris, the Iowa woman now believed to
be the oldest U.S. resident, lives at a care cen-
ter. Only one of her four children, a son in
Sioux City, is still alive.

“She has some hearing deficiencies and a

visual deficiency, but mentally she is quite
alert and will respond when she feels like it
and isn’t too tired,” said her 90-year-old son-
in-law Tom Wickersham, who lives the same
care center.

Wickersham said he visits his mother-in-
law — who plays bingo and enjoys singing
“You Are My Sunshine” — nearly every day.

“You can put aside any of those typical
mother-in-law jokes,” Wickersham said.
“When I visit her, I spend probably at least a
half an hour with her on a daily basis that
involves as much conversation as you’d
share, the usual things, the weather.”

Long life: Oldest person in US dies in NH at age 114

Paterson seeks to show he’s still in charge

Detroit wants to save itself by downsizing
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SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 58°
SWELL FORECAST
We should see burst of wind swell along the coast, but chest high max is all I'd call on that today.
Standout west facing breaks could see some head high sets at times. Conditions look poor.

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
LOOKS SIMILAR FOR SIZE AND CONDITIONS. 

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA

BY STEPHEN HAWKINS
AP Sports Writer

SURPRISE, Ariz. Vladimir Guerrero smiled
when asked if he hopes to prove he is still a
productive player.

Texas’aging slugger is focused more on stay-
ing on the field, insisting before his first spring
game against the Los Angeles Angels that he has
no hard feelings for his former team.

“I just want God to keep me healthy and
whatever happens happens,” Guerrero said
Monday through an interpreter. “I always
smile, I’m always happy. I try not to change.”

The Angels showed little interest in retain-
ing the eight-time All-Star and former
American League MVP after he had two
stints on the disabled list last season for a torn
right pectoral muscle and strained left knee.

After the Angels signed free-agent Hideki
Matsui and kept Bobby Abreu, Guerrero got
a one-year contract with the AL West-rival
Rangers that guarantees him $6.5 million
and includes a mutual option for 2011.

“Sometimes you think a lot,” Guerrero
said when asked if it was difficult to leave the
Angels. “But I feel good here.”

Guerrero will be primarily a designated
hitter for the Rangers, though he will play a
few games in right field.

In his first at-bat serving as the DH in the
spring game against the Angels, Guerrero
drove the first pitch from Ervin Santana to
deep right field. Terry Evans leaped near the
wall to make the catch.

Guerrero insists he doesn’t know if the
Angels tried to keep him.

“I felt good playing with them,” Guerrero

said. “I played well when I was there.”
Guerrero helped lead the Angels to five

AL West titles during his six seasons in
Southern California, winning the AL MVP
award in 2004. He began his career in
Montreal and is a .321 hitter with 407
homers and 1,318 RBIs in 1,850 games.

Guerrero is a .396 career hitter against
Texas, and has 14 homers and 33 RBIs in 50
games at Rangers Ballpark.

“He’s a difference maker. His asset to us is
his bat and as often as we can get him out there
and use it, I want to. He’s been good,” Rangers
manager Ron Washington said. “He’s not
limping. He certainly draws a crowd, a crowd
of his teammates. He talks to them a lot, some-
thing he doesn’t do a whole lot of, and I think
his teammates are drawing it out of him.”

Hampered by injuries last season,
Guerrero hit .295 with 15 homers and 50
RBIs in 100 games, his lowest totals since he
was a rookie for the Expos in 1997.

“Last year because of the knee surgery, I
couldn’t do the same things to prepare,” he
said. “This year, I just do the normal things
and work hard to be ready for the season. I
feel good.”

There also was another significant offsea-
son change for Guerrero, who became a U.S.
citizen on the same day he reported to
Rangers camp. The Dominican Republic
native was sworn in as a U.S. citizen in Los
Angeles on Feb. 19.

Guerrero said being a citizen makes it easi-
er for his mother to travel in the United States.

“She was in the Dominican during the
offseason,” he said. “Now she is here for
spring training.”

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

CHICAGO Kristine Lilly, who has not played
for the United States since December 2008, is
among 24 women selected for a training
camp ahead of exhibition games against
Mexico on March 28 at San Diego and
March 31 at Sandy, Utah.

The 38-year-old midfielder has 129 goals
in a world record 342 international appear-
ances, but has not played for the national
team since an appearance as a substitute
against China in December 2008, five
months after giving birth. If she appears in
another international match, she would have
played for the United States in four decades.

Four players selected have no international
experience for the national team: defenders
Whitney Engen and Brittany Taylor, and for-
wards Alex Morgan and Kelley O’Hara.

Nineteen of the players were at the
Algarve Cup, where the U.S. women won the

title for the seventh time. The United States
is preparing for qualifying for next year’s
Women’s World Cup.

The roster:
Goalkeepers: Nicole Barnhart (Gold Pride),

Jill Loyden (Chicago), Hope Solo (St. Louis)
Defenders: Rachel Buehler (Gold Pride),

Stephanie Cox (Boston), Whitney Engen
(Chicago), Amy LePeilbet (Boston), Heather
Mitts (Philadelphia), Meghan Schnur (Sky
Blue), Brittany Taylor (Sky Blue), Cat
Whitehill (Washington)

Midfielders: Yael Averbuch (Sky Blue),
Shannon Boxx (St. Louis), Kristine Lilly
(Boston), Lori Lindsey (Philadelphia), Carli
Lloyd (Sky Blue), Heather O<Reilly (Sky
Blue), Megan Rapinoe (Chicago)

Forwards: Lauren Cheney (Boston), Alex
Morgan (California), Casey Nogueira
(Chicago), Kelley O<Hara (Gold Pride),
Amy Rodriguez (Philadelphia), Abby
Wambach (Washington)

MLB

Guerrero says no hard
feelings against Angels

WORLD CUP 

Lilly picked for US team training camp

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WALNUT CREEK, Calif. California guard
Jerome Randle has been picked as the Pac-10
player of the year.

Randle averaged 18.7 points and 4.5
assists per game. He helped the Golden
Bears win their first conference title in 50
years.

In other awards handed out by the

league on Monday, Arizona forward
Derrick Williams was picked as the
league’s top freshman, Arizona State’s
Herb Sendek was selected as the coach of
the year, Oregon State’s Seth Tarver was
named defensive player of the year, and
Southern California’s Nikola Vucevic won
most improved player.

The awards are voted on by the league’s
coaches.

NCAA 
Cal’s Randle wins Pac-10 player of the year award
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The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

By John Deering

By Dave Coverly

Strange Brew

Speed Bump

Girls and Sports By Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

Burn the midnight oil, Aries
ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ What you are sure of this morning could
be up for grabs by the afternoon. Your instincts
could be telling you that another course would
be better. Don't fight city hall until you know
exactly which path suits you. Tonight: Burning
the midnight oil. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★★ Listen to another's opinion, but under-
stand that this might not be the gospel truth,
only what he or she is thinking. A meeting proves
to be most enlightening and provides direction.
Check in with an expert or two before you say
that this is it. Tonight: Take in new vistas. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)  
★★★★ Others could be forward, in your opinion,
but what you think might not be all that impor-
tant. Be willing to break through and find anoth-
er path that suits you. Investigate options with
care. Tonight: A long-overdue conversation. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★ Dive into work. You will want to network
later and handle an issue. Your ability to
change gears is a testimony to your strengths.
You are able to do this with ease. Work with a
loved one who presents a different point of
view. Tonight: A force to be dealt with. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ Be aware of what is happening with a
child or loved one. This person might feel a lit-
tle down. Your conversation could be difficult.
Discussions remain animated, especially at
work. Accomplishment is your middle name.
Tonight: Quit pushing so hard. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★★ Your creativity marks your decisions,
forcing your hand with a child or loved one. You
simply know when something is off. Honor a
change, remaining more upbeat than many.
Others happily allow you to take the lead.
Tonight: Kick up your heels. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★ Don't question what is happening so
intensely. Sometimes you are the source of
your negativity. Pleasure surrounds a domestic
matter. Make your best effort to get past a
problem. Tonight: Settle in early. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★ Avoid going to extremes. You could be
a lot more vulnerable than you realize.
Communication keeps others in touch with
what needs to happen. Just pick up the phone
if you need to have something happen. Tonight:
Visit with friends. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ You could be overwhelmed by what is
going on around you. You might feel as if you
have pushed way beyond your limits. Others sim-
ply won't work with you. Honor what is happen-
ing with a family member. Tonight: Your treat. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★ You might feel as if the pressure is way
too heavy and overwhelming. You might won-
der exactly what to do with a family member
who can be charming yet demanding.
Communication flourishes in the afternoon.
Tonight: As you like. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)  
★★★ Knowing when to back off could be signif-
icant if ultimately you want to work through a
problem. Observe what isn't being said rather
than intercede in a situation. In the long run,
the more facts you have the better. Tonight: Do
your thing. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★★ Zero in on what you want. Your
finances could be restricting you. Honor that
which you cannot change. Not everything is as
you think it is. Your words have an impact,
especially in a meeting. You might wonder why
this doesn't occur more often. Tonight: You are
the center of the action. 

You discover that if you have the support of others, your abili-

ties are enhanced. This year, you can manifest many more of

your desires. Your birthday heralds a new life cycle. Remain

positive, and manifesting could become second nature to you. If you are single, you will have to work to main-

tain that status with so many suitors. If you are attached, your sweetie benefits from your positive, happy

attitude. CAPRICORN helps make what you want happen. This person is a friend. 

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:Happy birthday

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(323) 466-FILM

Call theater for information.

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street Promenade

Cop Out (R) 1hr 50min
1:45pm, 4:20pm, 7:00pm, 9:40pm

The Wolfman (R) 2hrs 5min
2:00pm, 4:45pm, 7:15pm, 9:45pm

The Imaginarium of Doctor
Parnassus (PG-13) 2hrs 2min
4:30pm, 9:55pm

Shutter Island (R) 2hrs 18min
2:45pm, 6:00pm, 9:15pm

Up in the Air (R) 1hr 49min
1:50pm, 7:20pm

AMC 7 Santa Monica 
1310 Third St.
(310) 289-4262 

Alice in Wonderland (in Disney
Digital 3D) (PG) 1hr 49min
12:45pm, 1:20pm, 3:30pm, 4:10pm,
6:15pm, 7:00pm, 9:00pm, 9:50pm

Cop Out (R) 1hr 50min
2:30pm, 5:00pm, 7:30pm, 10:05pm 

Shutter Island (R) 2hrs 18min
1:00pm, 2:00pm, 4:30pm, 5:15pm,
7:45pm, 8:30pm

Dear John - Digital Presentation
(PG-13) 1hr 48min
1:45pm, 4:20pm, 7:20pm, 9:55pm

The Crazies (R) 1hr 41min
1:15pm, 4:15pm, 7:05pm, 9:45pm

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex
1332 Second St.
(310) 394-9741 

The Hurt Locker (R) 2hrs 26min
4:00pm, 9:45pm

An Education (PG13) 1hr 55min
1:50pm, 4:30pm, 7:30pm, 10:00pm

Crazy Heart (R) 2hrs 07min
1:30pm, 4:20pm, 7:10pm, 9:55pm

Ajami (NR) 2hrs 15min
1:15pm, 7:00pm

The Ghost Writer (PG-13) 2hrs
23min
1:00pm, 4:00pm, 7:00pm, 10:00pm

Mann’s Criterion Theatre 
1313 Third St.
(310) 395-1599 

Avatar 3D (PG-13) 2hrs 40min
11:30 am, 3:00pm, 6:30pm,
10:00pm

Brooklyn’s Finest (R) 2hrs 13min
12:30pm,1:00pm, 3:30pm, 4:30pm,
6:40pm, 7:30pm,  9:30pm, 10:30pm

The Blind Side (PG-13) 2hrs 6min
12:50pm, 3:50pm, 6:50pm, 9:50pm

Percy Jackson & The Olympians:
The Lightning Thief (PG) 2 hrs
1:30pm, 4:20pm, 7:00pm, 9:40pm

Valentine’s Day (PG-13) 1hr 57min
1:10pm, 4:10pm, 7:10pm, 10:10pm

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES
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1847Mexican-Amer ican
War: The first large-

scale amphibious assault in U.S.
history is launched in the Siege of
Veracruz

1856National Fraternity
Sigma Alpha Epsilon

is founded at the University of
Alabama in Tuscaloosa, Alabama.

1862American Civil War:
The USS Monitor and

CSS Virginia fight to a draw in the
Battle of Hampton Roads, the first
fight between two ironclad war-
ships.

1896Prime Minister
Francesco Crispi

resigns following the Italian defeat
at the Battle of Adowa.

1908Inter Milan is found-
ed.

1910The Westmoreland
County Coal Strike,

involving 15,000 coal miners rep-
resented by the United Mine
Workers, begins.

TODAY IN HISTORY

■ Dr. Thomas Perls, director of
the New England Centenarian
Study at Boston University Medical
School, told a conference in
Brisbane, Australia, in March 2005
that he donates blood regularly,
largely because he believes it will
prolong his life. Women outlive
males, Dr. Perls believes, mainly
because they menstruate. Perls
said iron loss inhibits the growth
of free radicals that age cells. "I
menstruate," he said, "every eight
weeks." 
■ Pastor John Renken's Xtreme
Ministries of Memphis, Tenn., is one
of a supposedly growing number of
churches that use "mixed martial
arts" events to recruit wayward
young men to the Christian gospel.
Typically, after leading his flock in
solemn prayer to a loving God,
Pastor Renken adjourns the ses-
sion to the back room, where a
New York Times reporter found him
in February shouting encourage-
ment to his violent parishioners:
"Hard punches!" Renken yelled.
"Finish the fight! To the head! To
the head!" One participant told the
Times that fight nights bring a
greater masculinity to religion,
which he said had, in recent years,
gone soft.

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

llaanngguuoorr  
\\LLAANNGG--gguuhhrr;;  LLAANNGG--uuhhrr\\  ,,  nnoouunn;;  
1. Mental or physical weariness or
fatigue.

WORD UP!

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure out which numbers are missing. Then,
based on the other numbers in the row and column of each blank cell,
find which of the missing numbers will work. Eliminating numbers will
eventually lead you to the answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

King Features Syndicate

11  31  34  44  52
Meganumber: 32
Jackpot: $12M

19 22  33  41  42
Meganumber: 17
Jackpot: $19M

8  12  27  34  37

MIDDAY: 7 6 9
EVENING: 6 7 2

1st: 02 Lucky Star
2nd: 08 Gorgeous George
3rd: 04 Big Ben
RACE TIME: 1.41.82

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

MYSTERY PHOTO Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the
Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For
information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Obituaries

Donald Eugene Fawcett

Born in St. Louis, MO. November 6, 
1925 died February 15, 2010 in 
Santa Monica, CA. A graduate of 
Kirkwood High School (MO) and 
Washington University in St. Louis 
(BA Journalism ‘49), Don was a re-
tired advertising creative director 
who came to California in 1949. 
Over a 40 year career, he was a 
copywriter, art director and creative 
director at a number of prestigious 
ad agencies in New York and Los 
Angeles including Young & Rubi-
cam, Ted Bates, Leo Burnett, and 
among his clients were such power-
houses as Sony, Pioneer, Gallo, 
Hughes Aircraft and McDonalds.

A committed progressive liberal, Don 
was a member of the ACLU, NRDC, 
Sierra Club, Planned Parenthood 
and the World Wildlife Foundation. 
However, central to his social activ-
ism was his 35 year involvement 
with US Servas as a Servas Peace-
builder, and past President of Ser-
vas International. The people he 
hosted, interviewed and visited con-
tributed to a very rich 84 years of 
life. 

In WWII, he served with the Military 
Tribunal Guard at the Nuremberg 
Nazi War Crimes trials in 1946 & 
1947. He will have a small private 
burial with full military honors at 
Riverside National Cemetery.

Don is survived by his loving wife, 
Aleyne Larner, stepdaughter Mau-
reen (Kate) Larner; sister, Claire 
Martin and her husband Tom Martin; 
nieces Laura Martin and Richelle 
Longo, nephew Bradley Martin, and 
many cousins and loving friends.

For Sale
SPA/HOT TUB 2010 Model. Neck Jets. 
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used. 
Can deliver. Worth $5950, sell for 
$1950 (310)479-3054

For Rent
MAR VISTA, 11621 Braddock Dr. unit 2 
2bdrm. 1.5 bath, $1225 & up, town-
house style, stove, carpt, w/d hookup, 
patio, gated parking, carpet, intercom 
entry, no pets.$700 off move-in 
(310)967-4471 www.jkwproperties.com

1248 11TH st.unit A 2bdrm/1 1/2bath, 
lower carpet stove, blinds, laundry, vinyl 
flooring, balcony parking,  no pets.on 
site manager $1540.(310)393-6322 
www.jkwproperties.com

12746 Pacific Ave. unit 6 1+1 stove, 
fridge, dishwasher, wall ac, carpet, 
blinds, laundry,intercom entry, parking, 
no pets. $1195.move-in special $500 
off  (310)578-7512 
www.jkwproperties.com

501 N. Venice 1+1, #29 $1225/mo 
stove, fridge, carpet, utilities included, 
laundry, parking, no pets. $500 off 
move-in (310)574-6767 www.jkwprop-
erties.com

For Rent
3206 BAGLEY AVE. 1+1 upper, stove, 
fridge, blinds, carpet, dishwasher, 
on-site laundry, garage parking, inter-
com entry no pets. $1050 $500 off 
move-in (310)578-7512 
jkwproperties.com

Culver City 4058 LaSalle Unit B lower 
duplex unit 1+1 w/office, hardwood 
floors, ceiling fan, breakfast nook, 
washer/dryer stove, fridge, parking, no 
pets. $1425/mo $500 off move-in 
(310)578-7512 www.jkwproperties.com 

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310)869-7901

721 Pacific St. #1 2+1 1/2
$1995 New hardwood floors, Pet OK

1214 Idaho Ave. #8, 2+1 1/2
Townhouse, Garage $2350

2739 Midvale Ave. 3+1 $2795
House w/large backyard
Nancy (310) 237-8695

MOST BUILDINGS ARE PET FRIENDLY

Please visit our website for 
complete listings and information on 

vacancies in Santa Monica
and the Westside

www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

MAR VISTA 12450 Culver Blvd. 
1bdrm/1bath, gated parking, intercom 
entry, stove, fridge, utilities included, 
laundry, parking, no pets. $995 & up 
(888)414-7778 www.jkwproperties.com 

MAR VISTA 2bdrm/1bath, 11461 Wash-
ington Place.Unit D, upper, stove, 
blinds, carpet, laundry, garage parking, 
no pets $1295 1/moth FREE with year 
lease (310)578-7512 jkwproperties.com

MAR VISTA: 11932 Courtleigh Dr. unit 9, 
$1025/mo. 1+1 stove, fridge, carpet, 
blinds, carpet, utilities include, inter-
com entry, laundry, gated, parking, no 
pets. $500 off move-in (310) 737-7933 
jkwproperties.com

MAR VISTA: 12434 CULVER Blvd. unit 
1  2+2 stove, fridge, AC, carpets blinds, 
laundry room, intercom entry, gated 
parking, no pets.$1350/mo $900 off 
move-in (888)414-7778 www.jkwprop-
erties.com

MV/MDR adj. 1+1,  kitchen, stove & re-
frigerator, large closets, carpets, laun-
dry, parking. $1100 Info (310)828-4481 
or (310)993-0414 after 6p.m.

PALMS 2+1 3633 Keystone ave #1 
stove, blinds, tile flooring, carpets, ceil-
ing fan, laundry,parking, AC, no pets. 
$1295/mo $500 off move-in 
(310)578-7512 www.jkwproperties.com

PALMS 3540 Overland 1+1 unit 5 $875 
Stove, fridge, carpet, blinds, laundry, 
street parking, no pets. $700 off 
move-in special. (310)578-7512 
www.jkwproperties.com

PRIME LOCATION Studio in SM. with 
hardwood floors, new condition, reno-
vated kitchen, parking, (310)264-6699 
smgiftstore@gmail.com

For Rent
SANTA MONICA . $1225.00  1 Bdrm,1 
Bath, No pets, stove, refrg, parking 
1935 Cloverfield Blvd. #3, Open daily 
8am- 7pm. Additional info in Unit. Mgr 
in Apt #19  

SM. 2+2 Close to beach walk-in closets, 
many windows, parking $1995/mo 1913 
11th Street (323)654-9880

VENICE 14 Outrigger St. unit 2 1+1 
$2000. Stove, fridge, blinds, tile , onsite 
laundry, dishwasher small pet OK w/de-
posit garage parking no pets 
(310) 578-7512 jkwproperties.com

WLA 1+1 2656 South Barrington Ave. 
unit 7, $1025. Stove, fridge, dish-
washer, carpet, blinds, laundry, park-
ing, no pets. $500 off move-in 
(310)578-7512 www.jkwproperties.com

WLA 1215 Barry Ave. #6 1+1 $1195 
stove, fridge,  carpet, blinds, on-site 
laundry room, parking, no pets.$500 off 
move-in 310)578-7512 
jkwproperties.com

WLA 1457 Westgate A & E 1+1 stove, 
fridge, blinds, tile , garage parking no 
pets $1175/mo $700 off move-in 
(310) 578-7512 jkwproperties.com

WLA, OCEAN VIEW, 
2 bedroom upper, hill top apt on private 
driveway, large sundeck -front  patio, 
newly redeco  $1850 (310)390-4610

Commercial Lease

THREE OFFICES IN SUITE ON 
PROMENADE--Furnished

Three adjacent furnished offices in 
six-office suite on Third Street Prome-
nade. Brick walls, skylights, exposed 
redwood ceiling, original artwork. One 
office with window on Promenade, two 
interior offices with windows onto 
skylit area. Includes use of waiting 
room and kitchen. Parking passes 
available. $2900/month for all three; 
will consider renting individually. 
310-395-2828x333.

Vehicles for sale
2006 TOYOTA Highlander Hybrid in Mil-
lennium Silver. Leather, One Owner. 
Must see! All service records, performed 
by dealer. 33 city/28 Highway. 63500 
Miles. Tan/Silver asking $23,000.00

Bookkeeping Services
EXPERIENCED FULL CHARGE 

BOOKKEEPER
Personal/Business, Tax Prep., Training, 
Set-up, and on going services 
$10-15/hr (310) 463-4226

Bookkeeping Services

QUICKBOOKS/PEACHTREE
BOOKKEEPING service, personal or 
businesses. Online version available.  
Call 310 977-7935

Services

Ferrigno FIT
Certified Private Fitness Trainer

• Lose weight, shed bodyfat
• Exclusively private facility
• Individualized routines!

(310) 913-2232
FERRIGKNOW@gmail.com

Accounting
Tax Preparation: Free quote –

R.Brady&Sons, LLC (310) 393-0523 or
info@rbradyandsons.net

Handyman

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

SPECIALISTS IN ALL 
DAMAGE REPAIR

“EXPERT IN GREEN CONCEPTS”

Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

LIC# 888736
“HOME SWEET HOME”

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

Moving

Notices
THE CITY of Santa Monica is offering 
two (2) door knobs to the public from 
the Historic City Jail at no cost.  Visit 
the City of Santa Monica website for de-
tails: www.smgov.net/architecture.

SUMMONS
(Citacion Judicial)

CASE NUMBER SC105750
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: (Aviso Al Demando): JACK 
DALE RAWNSLEY, an individual; and DOES 1 
through 20, inclusive
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF: (Lo Está De-
mandando El Demandante): CHAKEE PAKHCHA-
NIAN, an individual
You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this summons 
and legal papers are served on you to file a writ-
ten response at this court and have a copy served 
on the plaintiff. A letter or phone call will not pro-
tect you. Your written response must be in proper 
legal form if you want the court to hear your case. 
There may be a court form that you can use for 
your response. You can find these court forms 
and more information at the California Courts 
Online Self-Help Center 
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law 
library, or the courthouse nearest you. If you can-
not pay the filing fee, ask the court clerk for a fee 
waiver form. If you do not file your response on 
time, you may lose the case by default, and your 
wages, money, and property may be taken with-
out further warning from the court. 
There are other legal requirements. You may want 
to call an attorney right away. If you do not know 
an attorney, you may want to call an attorney re-
ferral service. If you cannot afford an attorney, 
you may be eligible for free legal services from a 
nonprofit legal services program. You can locate 
these nonprofit groups at the California Legal 
Services Web site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.org) 
the California Courts Online self-help Center 
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or by contacting 
your local court or county bar association.
Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO despues de que le 
entreguen esta citacion y papeles legales pare 
presenter una respuesta per escrito en esta code 
y hacar que se entregue una copia al de-
mandante. Una carta o una llamada telefonica 
no lo protegen. Su respuesza per escrito tiene que 
ester en formato legal correcto si desea que pro-
cesen su caso en la corte. Es posible que haya un 
formulario que usted pueda usar pare su re-
spuesta. Puede encontrar estos formularios de la 
corte y mas informacion en el Centro de Ayuda de 
las Cortes de California 
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp/espanol/), en la 
biblioteca de leyes de su condado o en la corte 
que le quede mas cerca. Si no puede pagar la 
cuota de presentacion, pida al secretario de la 
corte que le de un formulario de exencion de bago 
de cuotas. Si no presenta su respuesta a tiempo, 
puede perder el caso por incumpilmiento y corte 
le podra quitar su sueldo, dinero y bienes sin mas 
advertencia.
Hay otros requisitos legales Es recomendable que 
llame a un abogado inmediatamente. Si no 
conoce a un abogado, pueda llamar a un servicio 
de remision a abogados. Si no puede pagar a un 
abogado, es posible que cumpia con los requisi-
tos para obtener servicios legales gratuitos de un 
programa de servicios legales sin fines de lucro. 
Puede encontrar estos grupos sin fines de lucre 
en el sitio web de California Legal Services, 
(www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), en el Centro de 
Ayuda de las Cortes de California, (www.court-
info.ca.gov/selfhelp/espanol/) o poniendose en 
cantacto con la corte o el colegio de abagados lo-
cales.
The name and address of the court is: (El nombre 
y direccion de la corte es):
LOS ANGELES SUPERIOR COURT - WEST DISTRICT
1725 MAIN STREET
SANTA MONICA, CA 90401
The name, address, and telephone number of 
plaintiff's attorney, or plaintiff without an attor-
ney, is: (El nombre, la dirección y el número de 
teléfono del abogado del demandante, o del de-
mandante que no tiene abogado, es): 
CHARLES L. MURRAY III
523 WEST SIXTH ST, SUITE 702
LOS ANGELES, CA 90014
Telephone: (213) 627-5983
Date (Fecha): 11/23/2009
JOHN A. CLARKE, Clerk (Secretario) by J. DENHAM, 
Deputy (Adjunto)
SEAL
Published SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS
FEBRUARY 23, MARCH 2, 9, 16 2010

DBAS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAMES STATEMENT FILE 
NO. 20100187651 FIRST FILING. The following 
person(s) is (are) doing business as MADISON 
ROSE EVENTS, 1357 S. STANLEY AVENUE, LOS 
ANGELES, CA 90019. The full name of 
registrant(s) is/are : TANIA OCTOBER MARTINEZ, 
1357 S. STANLEY AVENUE, LOS ANGELES, CA 
90019 This Business is being conducted by, an 
individual. Signed: Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under the fictitious name or 
names listed herein.. /s/: TANIA O. MARTINEZ
This statement was filed with the County Clerk of  
LOS ANGELES County on 2/10/2010. NOTICE: THIS 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT EXPIRES 
FIVE YEARS FROM THE DATE IT WAS FILED IN THE 
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK. A NEW FICTITIOUS 
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT MUST BE FILED 
PRIOR TO THAT DATE. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use in this state of 
a fictitious business name statement in violation 
of the rights of another under federal, state, or 
common law (see Section 14411et seq.,Business 
and Professions Code). SANTA MONICA DAILY 
PRESS to publish 3/9/2010, 3/16/2010, 
3/23/2010, 3/30/2010

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

BOLD IT! MAKE YOUR AD STAND OUT

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737
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