
BY MELODY HANATANI
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITYWIDE When it came time to choose the right ele-
mentary school for her free-spirited daughter, the choice
was clear for Rachel Bank.

In the fall of 2006, the Santa Monica mom, attracted to
the idea of a progressive-approach to learning, enrolled
her child in PS #1, an independent school on Euclid Street
that takes a pluralistic perspective to education.

“I know that my child is having an excellent experi-
ence,” Bank said on Thursday of her 6-year-old daughter.
“She loves the school.”

Just down the street from the Banks residence is
Franklin Elementary School, considered to be among the
best primary institutions in what has often been referred
to as one of the best public school districts in the state, the
Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District
(SMMUSD).

So why opt for the private school that comes with a
pricey annual tuition? 

For Bank, the decision was in the size.
“I think that Santa Monica has excellent public schools

BY MELODY HANATANI I Daily Press Staff Writer

DOWNTOWN, L.A. — The Santa Monica Treesavers’ quest to
curb City Hall’s plans to uproot 54 ficus trees was resuscitat-
ed on Friday when the state Court of Appeal extended a tem-
porary restraining order halting their removal.

The decision came just one day after the Treesavers filed
an appeal challenging an earlier decision by Los Angeles
Superior Court Judge Ann Jones who ruled the group’s law-
suit claiming City Hall had violated state environmental laws
actually came more than a year too late.

The October 2007 lawsuit alleged City Hall failed to follow
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) when it did-
n’t file an environmental impact report about a streetscape
improvement project that in addition to removing and trans-
planting more than 50 trees along Second and Fourth streets,
would repair broken sidewalks, improve pedestrian safety and
enhance lighting.

In the Feb. 28 ruling, the judge found that the 180 day
clock during which time a lawsuit could be filed began tick-
ing in October 2005 when city officials determined the proj-
ect was CEQA exempt. The Treesavers contend that City Hall
had misled the public in stating that the street trees were also
exempt, classifying them as facilities in the 2005 report,
rather than as trees.

Those were the grounds on which the appeal was filed,
according to Treesavers attorney Tom Nitti.

“The [2005] staff report said the street trees are exempt
and they are not exempt,” Nitti said on Friday. “It’s a misrep-
resentation and that to me vitiates the process.”

The decision by the Court of Appeal extends a temporary
restraining order that was issued against City Hall on Oct. 5,
2007 until March 21 of this year. The initial restraining order
halted the tree removal portion of the project from com-

INSIDE SCOOP LOCAL

NONPROFITS REACH OUT PAGE 3   TELLING THE RIGHT STORY PAGE 12

Since 2001: A news odyssey

WEEKEND EDITION

Santa Monica Daily Press
Visit us online at smdp.com MARCH 8-9, 2008 Volume 7  Issue 101

THE BIG LEGAL NEWS ISSUE

SPORTS

GABY SCHKUD
(310)586-0308
The name you can depend on!

www.1047Harvard.com

FABULOUS DINNER SPECIALS
SERVED 4PM – 10PM

COMPLETE DINNERS $10.95

1433 Wilshire Boulevard,
at 15th Street

310-394-1131 OPEN 24 HOURSwww.santamonicamusic.com

BEST ON THE WESTSIDE
SINCE 1972

MUSIC LESSONS
INSTRUMENTAL & VOICE

(310) 453-1928
1901 Santa Monica Blvd. in Santa Monica

Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
GATHERING STEAM: The Santa Monica Treesavers held a sit-
in at City Hall on Wednesday to drum up support for their cause. SEE TREES PAGE 11

SEE SCHOOLS PAGE 14

Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
THAT MUCH CLOSER: Santa Monica High School boys’ soccer team on Thursday celebrates their victory over Banning High
School as they advanced to the first-ever CIF State Division Championship Game, to be played Saturday night in Downey.
Samohi, already champions of the Southern Section, will face off against the Poway Titans of San Diego.

Activists successfully force city to hold off on tree removal

ONE STEP AWAY
Vikings boys’ soccer team plays for a state title 
STORY BY JON HABER PAGE 13

Lawsuits back in bloom

Taking different
routes to school
Choosing the right place
can be difficult for parents

ONE STEP AWAY
Vikings boys’ soccer team plays for a state title 
STORY BY JON HABER PAGE 13

HAPPY TO LEARN
SEE PAGE 3
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For more information on any of the events listed, log on to smdp.com and click the “Events” tab for the given day’s calendar.

Paint the world beautiful
Point Dume Headlands/Westward Beach, 9:30 a.m.

All new or experienced artists working in any media, are cordially
invited to join together for a Paint-Out to help capture some of

the area’s natural beauty in art. The event is sponsored by Allied
Artists of the Santa Monica Mountains and Seashore, Inc.

Travelin’ Dylan
2701 N. Sepulveda Blvd., Brentwood, call for times

Skirball’s “Bob Dylan’s American Journey” exhibit includes hand-
written song lyrics, posters, and a recording of his first-ever,

never-released concert. Included is an area where you can play
drums with Dylan — much like Bono sang with Sinatra. General

admission is $10, $7 for seniors and students, and free on
Thursdays. Visit www.skirball.org for more information.

Reach out and touch someone
1341 Lake St., Venice, 2 p.m. — 6 p.m.

Planet Social Sports games and matches are followed by team
gatherings at local bars, which include discounted food and drinks,

along with social activities. Men and women must be 21 to play.
Check the Web site for specific times and locations www.planetso-

cialsports.com.

Sunday, March 9, 2008

Improve eclectically
1323-A Third St. Promenade, Noon — 3 p.m.

Westside Eclectic’s Level 1 Improv class is an introduction to the
art of improv comedy. The intro covers core improv ideals, con-

cepts and vocabulary such as hyper-listening, give and take, yes-
anding, efficient communication and emotional response. The WE

teaching staff creates a warm and open learning environment that
facilitates establishing the foundation of a seasoned improviser.

For more information, e-mail classes@westsideeclectic.com.

'Vampire Lesbians of Sodom'
12420 Santa Monica Blvd., W. L.A., 8 p.m. — Midnight

The Black Box Theatre presents Charles Busch’s camp comedy,
“Vampire Lesbians of Sodom.” Travel with these lusty ladies

through 1920s Hollywood and 1980s Vegas as they learn to rede-
fine friendship. Tickets are $12 and can be purchased by calling

(310) 712-5711 or e-mailing jayceeproductions@gmail.com.

Kulturas anniversary
1700 Ocean Park Blvd., 11 a.m. — 7 p.m.

Transplant second-hand bookstore, Kulturas, is celebrating its first
whole year in Santa Monica by having “rolling sales” around dif-
ferent sections of the store. Check out their “sort-of-vintage”

clothing corner and the current artist exhibit. For further informa-
tion, call (310) 450-8707.

331 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica  

2 Hours Free Parking (Behind Store) 

310.451.1349 
www.readersjewelers.com

“It’s more 
than a business,

Monday-Saturday
10am-6pm

EDDIE GUERBOIAN 
GOLDSMITH     DESIGNER.

it’s my
passion!”

- Eddie Guerboian

NATURAL GAS TAXI SERVICE TO LAX

(310) 828-4200
EURO TAXI

O F  S A N T A  M O N I C A

DO YOUR PART FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, 
RIDE IN OUR 2006 MERCURY MARQUIS CNG CARS
• USING NATURAL GAS CAN HELP EASE GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS,
ACID RAIN, SMOG, SOLID WASTE AND WATER POLLUTION
• NATURAL GAS IS VERY SAFE 
• THE DOMESTIC NATURAL GAS INDUSTRY FUELS THE ECONOMY
• NATURAL GAS TECHNOLOGIES CONTRIBUTE TO FOREIGN TRADE OFFERINGS

EURO TAXI FEATURES
• OUR FARES AVERAGE 20% LESS THAN MOST OTHER LOCAL TAXI CO.
• CLEAN CARS - VANS ALSO AVAILABLE FOR LARGER PARTIES
• ALL OF OUR DRIVERS SPEAK CONVERSATIONAL ENGLISH
• 24/7 DISPATCH
• ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

DON ALEXANDER, OWNER/GM

WWW.EUROTAXISM.COM

$28.00

FLAT TO LAX
FROM SM

RESIDENCES
*$35.00

HOTELS AND 
BUSINESSES
*MUST ASK 

FOR CNG 
VEHICLES

*
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SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800
Santa Monica 90401

BACK/UNFILED
TAXES?

BY NATALIE EDWARDS
Special to the Daily Press

DOWNTOWN Santa Monica non-profit
organizations are having a field weekend
with Saturday and Sunday back-to-back
festivals celebrating and promoting local
stewardship.

The Third Annual Nonprofit Festival,
organized by the Santa Monica Chamber of
Commerce, will take hold of 3rd Street
Promenade from 10 am to 3 pm on
Saturday.

“This is a really terrific way to feel the
community spirit of Santa Monica, said
Laurel Rosen, President and CEO of the
chamber.

Over 40 local non-profits will be exhibit-
ed, all vying for the attention of residents
with booths, brochures, enthusiastic volun-
teers, and maybe a few surprise draws to
educate locals about the widespread and
multi-faceted presence of charitable organi-
zations in Santa Monica and inspire them to
contribute.

“I think this is a great opportunity for
anyone who has been looking for a way to
reach out to the community, be a service,
and make their lives count in terms of get-
ting back,” said Rosen.

The festival originated in 2006.
Former head of the chamber Kathy
Dodson was trying to brainstorm with
her staff members the best way to fur-
ther service the nonprofit organizations
that abound in the city. Many didn’t
have the marketing funds to reach as

SM nonprofits
come together

Editor’s note: For the next 10 weeks, Editor
in Chief Kevin Herrera will be writing a first-
person account of what it’s like to be enrolled
in the Santa Monica Police Department’s
Citizen Police Academy, which is intended to
foster better communication between Santa
Monicans and police officers, while giving res-
idents a better understanding of what it takes
to preserve the peace.

BY KEVIN HERRERA
Editor in Chief 

CIVIC CENTER I think I’ve finally met a
police officer I like.

OK, that’s not entirely true. There are a
couple who are pretty cool (here’s a shout
out to my buddy Lt. Alex Padilla, the hardest
working man in the SMPD), but this one
definitely ranks up there with John McClain
from the “Die Hard” series or Alex Murphy
from “Robocop” — two fictional characters
that captivated me as a kid.

This officer is loyal, dedicated, friendly,
and, dare I say adorable, with eyes that could

melt the coldest of hearts. He also likes to
play fetch and obeys every command.

I’m talking about Landor, one of the Santa
Monica Police Department’s  well-trained K-
9s who protect and serve right along with
their human partners, risking their lives for
almost nothing in return aside from some
Kibbles ‘n Bits and a place to rest their heads.

Landor and his partner, Officer Adam
Barry, gave a demonstration before my
Citizens Police Academy class this week
along with other Belgian Malinois employed
by the department to assist the patrol offi-
cers with routine calls as well as searches of
suspects, narcotics or explosives.

Barry had Landor search the lobby of the
Public Safety Facility for explosives, which
he found quickly, jumping up and down
with his black nose pointed at a defibrillator
packed into a case hanging on the wall. A
prop with a chemical used in explosives was
hidden behind the defibrillator, but that did-
n’t fool Landor, whose strong sense of smell
would never lead him astray.

The Santa Monica Police Department

began the K-9 program in 1976 and currently
employs a half-dozen dogs, some costing as
much as $9,200. The dogs are imported from
Europe, most often from the Netherlands,
Barry said, and therefore they are usually
trained in another language, forcing officers to
learn a few commands in Dutch.

To develop a trusting relationship and to
learn specialized police patrol techniques, the
officer and his dog first attend a four-week
training school together. Upon their gradua-
tion the two begin to “work the streets”as part-
ners, training every week to remain sharp. The
K-9 program is credited with saving countless
work hours for the officers and making their
work environment and our community safer.

After watching Landor and his colleague
Duke dig through shrubbery or a crowded
conference room and come back with a
glove, kilo of cocaine or a vile of crack rocks,
it became clear to me that the pooches rep-
resent money well spent.

“They take some of the danger off us,”

A ruff job but some dog has to do it

SEE ACADEMY PAGE 17

REMEMBERING Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
The family of the the late Santa Monica Police Officer Ricardo A. Crocker on Friday stands
next to a replica of a memorial highway sign that has been placed along the I-10 Freeway
in Santa Monica. Crocker's mother Jeanette Garcia (left), his brother Carlos Crocker and
his sister Maria Crocker attended the memorial ceremony at the Police Activities League,
where the officer was remembered for his dedication to community service. Crocker, A U.S.
Marine, was killed in 2005 while serving in Iraq. Crocker's mother said she did not see her
son's death as a personal attack, helping her through the grieving process, and she asked
those in attendance to not harbor any ill-will toward the Iraqi people, saying, "There are lov-
ing people everywhere in this world."

SEE NONPROFITS PAGE 16

Kevin Herrera  kevinh@smdp.com
GOOD DOG: Citizen Police Academy partici-
pants Patty Gonzalez (left) and Luz Stella
Smith gives some love to one of the Santa
Monica Police Department's K-9s as the
pooch's partner looks on. The SMPD has six K-
9s who are trained to sniff out suspects.

Local organizations
celebrate stewardship
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Modern Times

OpinionCommentary

Hillary isn’t very honest
Editor:

Meredith Carroll’s article ( “Time for Women to start
fighting back,” page 5, March 6) is semi-amusing yet
remarkably incorrect in almost every way. First of all,
Hillary is not a target “because she’s a strong woman.”
Hillary is a “target” because she is dishonest, far less
accomplished than she pretends to be, and would be
nowhere politically if she (did) not marr(y) Bill, who is
the one genius in the family. She is anything but
“extraordinarily qualified,” except to the extent that
she is very well-qualified to suck in millions of female
voters simply because she would be the first female
president. Also, as a confirmation of Hillary’s value sys-
tem, she is running a very sleazy campaign right out of
the Rove playbook. Any other candidate from either
party would be a far better president and God help us
all if Hillary manages to sleaze her way into the White
House. If that red phone rings at 3 a.m. and Hillary
answers, we had better all head for the border.

Dewey G. Andrews
Santa Monica

Paying taxes isn’t punitive
Editor:

If it were not for the dire consequences of his kind of
thinking, I would have laughed at the assertions made
by Steve Breen in his column (“The Inside Scoop on
Obama-nomics,” page 4, March 5). Unless and until we
get our heads around what taxes are and are not, his
views, and those of other(s) in the radical anti-tax
camp, will continue to pollute the public discourse on
how government ought to be funded and by whom.

Breen asserts that some of the economic policies
being espoused by Sen. Obama amount to a system
“whereby you punish the Bill Gates’, the Warren
Buffets’ and the Oprah Winfrey’s...” Since when is a tax
a strictly punitive measure? Paying taxes is an impor-
tant civic and public obligation. It is a price of citizen-
ship in this great land.

The moguls he cites in his piece (and others of that
that 2 percent who own 98 percent of this country) got
rich of their own sweat, dedication and enterprise, no
doubt. But they also did so in this country, which,
through its policies, laws and rights (and often various
tax breaks) enabled them to amass such staggering
fortunes.

I applaud their success, which embodies the heart of
the American dream. Asking them to pay a bit more in
taxes, however, is not asking too much. A higher rate of
taxation for folks who’ve become billionaires will not, as
the likes of Breen often contend, become a disincentive
to enterprise. It’s better to pay 38 percent on annual
income of, say, $500 million than it is to pay 30 percent
on $45,000 per year. One can assume the mogul pay-
ing at a higher rate wouldn’t want to trade places with
the stiff (a “bottom-feeder” in Breen’s assessment) on
a work-a-day salary.

Too many of the richest in this country have
found ways to privatize profit but socialize risk.
When they make money, it is all theirs. When they
end up in the red, the taxpayers are supposed to bail
them out.

Finally, Breen chose poorly when picking those he
used to personify his point. Bill Gates has often spoken
about the need for the wealthy to do more, while
Warren Buffet is opposed to repealing the estate tax.
And Oprah actually supports Obama in a big way. She
either likes being punished or knows a thing or two
about civic duty.

Chris Ruh
Canoga Park

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 

Visit us online at smdp.com

FEEL LIKE YOUR OPINION IS STIFLED?
WRITE A LETTER, AN OP-ED OR DRAW A CARTOON.

Send Submissions to editor@smdp.com or to:  
410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, 90401 

AMERICA’S ECONOMIC PROBLEMS ARE
just about over. As we get closer to April 15,
I’m getting more and more excited about the
administration’s “economic stimulus pack-
age.” I know it includes incentives to busi-
nesses and other things that I don’t under-
stand, but the most exciting aspect of the
“package” is the $600 “recovery rebates.”
That may seem like a drop in the bucket for
people in financial trouble, but it’s better
than nothing, isn’t it? 

Of course, the naysayers are cynical about
the plan. They point out that the idea is to
give money to those who need it most in the
hope that they won’t save it. Government
economists want people to spend it — buy
things whether they can afford them or not.
Get that money into the economy. The
doubters ask, “Isn’t that how people got into
debt in the first place?”

Putting that bit of killjoyism aside, let’s not
look a gift rebate in the mouth. Not every-
body is going to get $600. Some married cou-
ples will get $1,200. Higher income people
will get less, and some won’t get any at all. But
the money will be given to the lucky people
with low enough incomes to qualify. And
since the figure of $600 is the one we keep
hearing about, let’s just deal with that.

People are soon going to have this influx of
cash, and they will be overwhelmed. The cry
of, “What am I supposed to do with all this
money?” is going to echo across this land as an
estimated 130 million people utter it simulta-
neously. I’ve done a little research, and I think
I can help them with this problem.

For $600, you could get a nice, big HD TV
— if you can get together with four friends
who also have refunds. Maybe you could
have a rotating system so each of you gets the
TV for a month or so, then it goes to the next
friend, then the next. That seems a lot more
practical than putting the TV outside, mid-
way between all the owners.

In Santa Monica or West L.A., you won’t
be able to pay for an entire annual physical
with all the tests for $600, so just hope there’s
nothing wrong with you in the areas that the
doctor won’t be able to examine.

I just checked, and you can buy about
395.70 Euros with $600. Oops! I checked
again. It’s down to 395.26.

You can get the cheapest iPhone and still
have $200 left for accessories. So, if you don’t
actually call anyone or use the Internet on it,
you’ll be able to afford one with the $600.

You can buy a new washing machine, but
you’ll still have to use the old dryer. You can
fill up your car with gas about 12 times. You
could buy 60 home bedpans or six Shiatsu
massage cushions.

You can buy 300 Viagra pills. Or you could
buy 300 condoms. Maybe the sensible way to
go would be 150 Viagras and 150 condoms.

You can get one or two dents fixed on
your car. You won’t be able to buy an entire
new mattress, but again, if you’re willing to
share with some others who got the $600,
you’ll be fine.

Whoa! Now, you can only get 395.00
Euros for your $600.

Maybe you’d like to buy a lot of little
things with the $600. You could buy 200 jars
of pickles. You could buy 60 of those light
bulbs that stick on the wall without having
to be plugged in. You could buy 100 12-
packs of toilet paper, about 600 containers of
Tic Tacs, or if you’re feeling festive, you can
get 870 packs of those Easter “peeps.”

The point is, it doesn’t matter what you
buy as long as you buy. And spending all
that newfound money is somehow sup-
posed to help everybody economically. I
know it doesn’t seem to make sense, but I
guess we’re supposed to just accept what
these professional economists tell us.
Although, I do wonder what they’re buying
with their money. Oops! I just checked
again, and now that $600 will only get you
394.66 Euros.

LLOYD GARVER has written for many television
shows, ranging from “Sesame Street” to “Family
Ties” to “Home Improvement” to “Frasier.”  He
has also read many books, some of them in
hardcover.  He can be reached at
lloydgarver@gmail.com. Check out his website
at lloydgarver.com.

What could you
do with $600?

FOR $600, YOU COULD
GET A NICE, BIG HD TV 

— IF YOU CAN GET
TOGETHER WITH FOUR

FRIENDS WHO ALSO HAVE
REFUNDS. MAYBE YOU

COULD HAVE A ROTATING
SYSTEM SO EACH OF 

YOU GETS THE TV FOR 
A MONTH OR SO ...
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“My early friends in New York like Bob Duval and Gene
Hackman and other great actors who live here like Tony
Hopkins and Annette Benning were trained for the stage,
so it remains a vital part of who were are. They want a
first-class theater. This is who you are going to get — all
the great artists.”

Dustin Hoffman, regarding the Broad Stage at Santa Monica College, which will open in September.

“We’re just so thrilled
we’re going to have such
nice neighbors.” 

Barbara Cullom, neighbor of a modern house on the
corner of Seventh Street and San Vicente Boulevard.

“For what it’s worth
Michael J. Fox and I have
differing opinions about
just where Alex is today. 
I believe he does pro 
bono legal work for The
Children’s Defense Fund.
Mike thinks he’s just now
getting out of prison.”

Gary David Goldberg, The founder of UBU Productions, which produced nine television series 
including “Family Ties” and “Brooklyn Bridge,” in a guest SMDP commentary.

“It’s no longer cute for parents to laugh and giggle
about how tech savvy their kids are. It’s affecting kids
as they’re growing up and they need to know they can
go to their parents about something as serious as cyber
bullying.” 

Candice Kelsey, a Venice resident and author of “Generation MySpace,” 
on the recent phenomenon of cyber bullying.

“Despite graduating from college with a minor in
Women’s Studies, I’ve never been too quick to wave a
burning bra (especially when having a door held for me
if my arms are full or being offered a free drink on
Ladies Night).”

SMDP columnist Meredith C. Carroll in her weekly column Meredith Pro Tem.

“From what I’ve heard from my foodie friends who’ve
actually been to Spain, tapas bars allow you to just throw
things on the ground. I don’t get it.”

SMDP food columnist Maria L. Rohloff in The Marinade.

“Is this what we are about? Letting government act as
they please. NO.  Now that the apartment owners are
gone, the voices of the free market are banished; SMRR
rules the city un-opposed. Who will stand up for you
when they come after you?  And they will. History is
clear that unchecked government grows more powerful
and enjoys its power and thirsts for more.”

Robert Kronovet, who’s running for a seat on the Santa Monica Rent Board.

Daily Press Staff
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Santa Monica Recycling Center   2411 Delaware Ave./Cloverfield & Michigan
Directions: Turn East on Michigan off of Cloverfield, First Street is 24th. Right on 24th St. to Delaware

Santa Monica 310/453-9677

Prices good with this coupon only

Recycle 
for CASH

CRV Aluminum Cans $1.75/LB.

(Over 100LBS) $1.80/LB.
expires 3/31/08

Hours: 
Monday-Friday 8AM-5PM

Saturday: 8AM-2PM
Prices include CA

Redemption Value
Scrap price subject to

change

*Prices good 

with coupon only

Hypnotherapists are not licensed by the state of California as healing arts practitioners; for your benefit and protection, work on some issues may require a written referral
from a licensed physician or mental health professional.

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING IN THE ONLY LOCAL DAILY PAPER IN SANTA MONICA?

Call us at (310) 458-7737

SS TT RR a YY talk
A CENTER-CUT, NO-FAT REVIEW OF WHAT WAS SAID THIS PAST 
WEEK BY FOLKS THE WORLD OVER AND RIGHT AT HOME

MOST 
OF OUR 

DISTRIBUTION IS
FREE AND THERE 
IS A SIGNIFICANT
COST TO PRINTING
THE NEWSPAPER.”

SMDP Publisher Ross Furukawa regarding a
recent rash of thefts of newspapers from area

news racks..



“I USE THE PLASTIC BAGS FOR COLLECTING
garbage or for use the next time I shop.
But the plastic bags are not the only
source of pollution in this city. The
vagrancy and bums leave tons of garbage
around our sidewalks, parks, beach, etc.
The city administration is in total denial
about this growing hazardous problem. It
gets worse everyday.”

“A BETTER QUESTION FOR THE 
magnificent Santa Monica Daily Press to
ask would be how many readers use the
plastic shopping bags for cat and dog poop
receptacles. Plenty I bet, including me. If I
had $5 for every pound of cat poop that I
have sent to the city dump in plastic bags, I
could spend a nice weekend in Las Vegas,
stay in a good hotel and sit in the Keno par-
lor all day long. Often, when I drive the 405
freeway, I look upward to the old Mulholland
city dump sight, and I am honored that
those magnificent residential estates there
on Mulholland Drive are setting on at least
a ton of my kitty cat’s poop.”

“I USE THE PLASTIC BAGS TO LINE MY
garbage can. I put two of the grocery store
bags in there. And, it seems that if I didn’t
have the use of those I would have to go
and buy garbage bags, which would sort of
defeat the purpose. Also, when I had a dog,
I used them to clean up after the dog.”

“THIS LEADS ME TO A VERY IMPORTANT
question. My mother used to dump pieces
of garbage in newspaper and roll them up
and take them out when I was a little kid. Is
that what we’re going to have to do? I won-
der what we’ll do without plastic garbage
bags. Thank you.”

“THOSE CRAZY OLD BAGS ON OUR CITY
Council already passed a law that requires
dog owners to carry plastic bags and now
they want to outlaw plastic bags. First,
repeal the doggie-bag law. We poorer resi-
dents will be forced to pay more for food,
and we’ve been using the plastic bags for
our garbage. Now, we will have to buy
garbage bags and doggy-bags and pay
extra for the bags at the store.”

“YES, NOW THAT I’M A MEMBER OF A
convalescent home, I use plastic bags even
though they’re not environmentally friend-
ly. I use them to store food. But, I’m going
to try and start using bags that are envi-
ronmentally friendly.”

“SOME OF THE BAGS, I USE FOR TRASH,
to put trash into, and others are the bags I
put into the trash. This environmentally
politically correct stuff is just bandage on
a hemorrhage. Everyone’s garbage has to
go somewhere. If you want less garbage,
you have to stop encouraging, subsidizing,
spawning litters of kids.”

“I USE MY PLASTIC BAGS TO THROW OUT
my trash everyday, And sometimes I take
them with me when I go out shopping and
use them again.”

“I WAS DISTRESSED TO SEE A LOT OF
HIGH school students marching down the
promenade and the Co-Opportunity in dif-
ferent stores supporting this idea of not
giving us plastic bags when we go shop-
ping because most of us take them home
and use them for our trash to pick up our
pets’ droppings. We recycle them people.
We don’t take the stuff out and let go of
the bag to blow into a tree. We recycle
them, we use them. So what it’s going to
do to me personally is cause me to go out
and buy plastic bags to pick up pet drop-
pings or to put my trash in. So, I find it just
insane that a bunch of children and eco-
warriors feel it’s responsible to stop hav-
ing us have our groceries bagged. People,
we need trash bags. So this is just going to
create a new income stream for people

who produce plastic.”
“THIS IS IN RESPONSE TO THE PRACTICAL
side of plastic bags: There is none. It is not
practical for the U.S. to import billions of
gallons of oil to make plastic bags. Oil wars
and security interest are not practical.
There is no practical side to plastic bags.
There are alternatives to plastic bags. We
do not need them.”

“YOU HAVE MISDIRECTED AN IMPORTANT
question, bypassing a lot of anger at
another small and stupid issue. This tem-
pest in a tea pot comes courtesy of the
socialist loonies on the City Council and
their assorted non-taxpaying brethren of
the environmental alarmists like Heal the
Wallet. Again, allow the market place to
decide. A brave city government will let
people choose to support paper or plastic,
rather than resorting to a Stalinist edict.
Otherwise, our future councilmembers’
slogan may be: Today plastic bags, tomor-
row the world.”

“WE FIND MANY WAYS TO REUSE OUR
plastic bags. We mostly recycle them by
filling them with our newspapers, food
cans, plastic and glass juice bottles and
milk and juice cartons. They are useful to
line or trash cans and also to pick up doggy
poop. Eliminating the bags will not solve
the problem. You still have plastic baggies,
plastic wrap, plastic trash bags and leaks
in garbage bags sold in the stores, plastic
bags over the clothes from the cleaners,
plastic over bags from the department
stores, and all the plastic bags for depart-
ment store purchases. Better to just shut
down the plastics industry.”

“REGARDING THE PLASTIC BAGS, I USE
them for booties for workmen or people
who don’t want to take their shoes off in
my house. Most of them get used as
garbage bags, and if they stop them I have
to buy garbage bags, which is certainly no
more environmentally friendly because
they have more packaging. And, I have to
earn the money for them. But for booties,
they work quite well, too.”

“I USE MY PLASTIC BAGS FOR TRASH ALL
the time. I never throw them away. I’m
thinking of leaving Santa Monica when I go
shopping so I can get plastic bags at outly-
ing areas. I think City Hall should not be so
liberal on this issue.”

“I GAVE UP MY GYM BAG FOR FOUR 
grocery bags. I carry books and magazines
when I want to go out and want to read. I
carry five or six folded-up grocery sacks
rolled up with a rubber band in my purse.
They’re small and useful. You can’t do that
with paper sacks or canvas bags in your
purse, but you can with your plastic bags. I
love the plastic bags.”

Commentary
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Our Best You
Program provides you
with continuous sup-
port throughout your
weight loss journey
with prepared meals,
weekly support meet-
ings & unlimited
phone support with a
program coordinator!

CALL NOW TO GET $50
OFF THE PRICE OF THE
TOTAL PROGRAM22001 SS. BBarrington AAve. WWest LL.A. 

3310.473.2020

GinaMarcheseFULLL SKIN

60 Minute Basic Facial
$60.00 w/Complimentary Eyebrow Wax!

VALID ONLY MONDAY-WEDNESDAY

320 SANTA MONICA BLVD
OFF 3RD STREET PROMENADE IN BAY CITIES BEAUTY SUPPLY (310) 562-1592

CARE

STASH OR TRASH?
This past week, Q-line asked:
What do you do with your plastic bags once you get them home from the store?
Here are your responses:

SEND US YOUR ENTERTAINMENT BRIEFS!
EMAIL TO: DANIELA@SMDP.COM OR FAX TO (310) 576-9913

Visit us online at smdp.com

P R O U D LY  B R O U G H T  T O  Y O U  B Y
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Complimentary 
Home Whitening

Kit/Gel
(*with the start of treatment)

Sanaz Khoubnazar DMD
General & Cosmetic

Dentistry 

2915 Santa Monica Blvd.,
Suite 3
Santa Monica

p 310.829.0808
f  310.829.6778

HOST AN 
INTERNATIONAL 

STUDENT

GLOBAL STUDENT
SERVICES, USA

310-391-7800

EARN UP TO
$750 per month

Students Arrive Year Round

2008Westside
BUSINESS

CONSUMERExpo

Join the Who’s who of local businesses for an evening 

of networking at the most popular trade show/mixer

on the Westside and find out why “Santa Monica has it all.”

FREE ADMISSION �   INTERACTIVE DISPLAYS � RAFFLE GIVEAWAYS

Wednesday, March 19, 5:00p.m. – 7:30p.m. 
Doubletree Hotel, 1704 4th St. in Santa Monica

C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E
B U I LD I N G  A  T H R I V I N G  C O M M U N I TY  S I N C E  1925

SANTA MONICA

SPONSORED BY:

& 

DO YOU HAVE COMMUNITY NEWS?
Submit news releases to editor@smdp.com or by fax at (310) 576-9913

Visit us online at smdp.com

BY SOLVEJ SCHOU
Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES Just as L.A. Fashion Week
took a step forward, the celeb-as-designer
trend seems to have sent it two steps back.

Though the presence of bigger and more
legitimate designers has grown over the past
few years, fashion regulars Sue Wong, Kevan
Hall and Ed Hardy are not showing Fall 2008
collections at Culver City’s Smashbox photo
studios next week.

So as Fashion Week gets under way
Sunday, the spotlight turns to the likes of
“The Hills” star Lauren Conrad, Nicky
Hilton and the Pussycat Dolls.

Yes, the Pussycat Dolls.
Hey, it’s just Hollywood, right?
Wong, for one, calls the emerging trend

“absolutely bogus.”
But Smashbox co-founder Davis Factor

says the week “is for everybody,” from estab-
lished designers to show biz types. Even the
burlesque-inspired singing girl group.

“Sure, every celebrity and his brother
wants to be a fashion designer,” said Wong,
who has been designing since 1968. “It’s not
like anybody can pick it up and do it. It’s a sci-
ence. You need to know fit and construction.”

Wong, a dependable draw for the past six
years at Mercedes-Benz L.A. Fashion Week,
said she plans to show there again next season.

This season, however, she will stick to an
ornate ‘20s and ‘30s inspired collection at
her restored historic mansion The Cedars
“to do something different,” she said.

“I don’t believe in reality TV stars turning
into designers or a music mogul or a flash-
in-the-pan turning into a designer,” Wong
said, acknowledging lines by Sean “Diddy”
Combs and Jennifer Lopez. “It’s all about
merchandizing and them trying to capitalize
on their 15 minutes of fame. I don’t think
those kind of houses can be taken seriously.
What can be taken seriously is a real, bona
fide talent.”

Factor, though, gushed that he has always
wanted to bring entertainment and music to
L.A. Fashion Week, and emphasized that “the
fashion we steer to our event is all very serious.”

“A lot of what I see these celebrities
doing, like Gwen Stefani with L.A.M.B.,
they’re also passionate about designing. ... I
would like to see more celebrities showing in
Los Angeles,” he said.

But is Conrad, in Wong’s words, a “real,
bona fide talent"? Only her upcoming
Fashion Week debut will tell.

The 22-year-old petite blonde, known for
starring roles on hit MTV reality shows
“Laguna Beach” and “The Hills,” has cast her
style influence long and wide this year on the
red carpet and with her own casual Lauren
Conrad Collection, available online.
Magazine covers have sailed her way — the
kind of exposure not normally available to
up-and-coming designers.

“I think my involvement in reality televi-
sion has played a bittersweet role in my
career,” Conrad said in an e-mail to The
Associated Press. “If I wasn’t on TV I would-
n’t have my line, but because I’m on TV peo-
ple don’t take me seriously.”

And there’s the rub.
“People in the entertainment industry try

to capitalize on their 15 minutes in every
way possible,” she continued. “The differ-
ence is I want a line that lasts longer than 15
minutes. It’s what I’ve always wanted to do
and what I hope to continue with when I’m

done with entertainment.”
Conrad, who has trained at the Fashion

Institute of Design and Merchandising in
Los Angeles, said the additional pressure
thrust upon her Fashion Week debut made
her nervous while working on the line. She
described it as “California chic,” basing this
season on a recent trip to Paris reflected in
simple, clean pieces accessorized with berets,
netting, leather gloves, bows and lace.

“I will probably never have the respect I
want in the fashion industry, but I can work
hard every day to try and prove myself,”
Conrad said. “Can I really be criticized for
taking advantage on an opportunity that
allows me to have what I’ve always wanted?”

Wong still voiced her skepticism.
“Let’s see whether she can survive and

thrive. It takes so much dedication,” she said.
“You gotta really pay your dues to be a seri-
ous artist.”

This season’s 22 shows include Paris
Hilton’s sister Nicky’s high-end Nicholai
line, Ukrainian designer Veronika Jeanvie in
collaboration with ‘60s hotshot Paco
Rabanne, and artsy L.A. based Whitley Kros,
designed by Sophia Coloma and actress
Marissa Ribisi, the wife of alt-rocker Beck.

In an unfortunate blow, Hall, another
established Fashion Week mainstay, at the
last minute pulled out from headlining one
of the week’s prime nights, leaving a gaping
hole in the couture department.

Hall is known for his elegant, red carpet-
worthy gowns popular with the Hollywood
set (he dressed nominee Ruby Dee in ruby
red at last month’s Oscars), and he closed
Fashion Week’s Fall 2007 season last year.

That closing slot, though, will be filled
this season by more saucy fare: a Pussycat
Dolls lingerie line designed by their founder
Robin Antin, who headed up a reality TV
show last year involving the group.

In his own defense, Hall said that having
his small staff concentrate on licensing proj-
ects was “more important than doing a fash-
ion show,” especially with a brand new, 5,000
square-foot space under renovation.

He emphasized the decision “wasn’t a
reflection on anyone,” and dispelled rumors
that he had lost sponsors. Hall’s sudden
dropout pointed to the absence of another
mega line, Christian Audigier’s tattoo-
inspired Ed Hardy label, which was a hit at
Fashion Week last Fall.

L.A. Fashion Week
highlights tension

A LOT OF WHAT 
I SEE THESE

CELEBRITIES DOING, 
LIKE GWEN STEFANI WITH

L.A.M.B., THEY’RE ALSO
PASSIONATE ABOUT

DESIGNING. ... I WOULD
LIKE TO SEE MORE

CELEBRITIES SHOWING 
IN LOS ANGELES.”

Davis Factor 
Smashbox co-founder 
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YOUR GUIDE TO DINING IN

Santa Monica, Brentwood,
West LA and Venice Beach

MONTANA AVE
17th St Cafe 1610 Montana Ave. (310) 453-2771 

BBAABBAALLUU
Excellent Carribean dining featuring a fresh menu focusing on
seafood, burgers, salads and world famous homemade
desserts. Open daily from 11:30 to 10pm. Wine and beer menu,
take out available.
1002 Montana Ave (310) 395-2500

Blue Plate 1415 Montana Ave. (310) 260-8878 
Cafe Dana  1211 Montana Ave.  (310) 394-0815 
Cafe Montana 1534 Montana Ave  (310) 829-3990
Di Dio's Italian Ices 1305 Montana Ave. (310) 393-2788
Father's Office 1018 Montana Ave. (310) 393-2337
Il Dolce Cafe 1023 Montana Ave #B (310) 458-4880
Le Marmiton 1327 Montana Ave (310) 393-7716
Locanda Portofino 1110 Montana Ave.  (310) 394-2070
Louise's Trattoria 1008 Montana Ave.  (310) 394-8888
Marmalade 710 Montana Ave.  (310) 829-0093
Montana Restaurant & Lounge 1323 Montana Blvd. (323) 330-8010
Patty's Gourmet Take & Bake Pizza 625 Montana Ave.  (310) 576-6616 
Pradeeps 1405 Montana Ave.  (310) 393-1467
Ristorante Vincenzo 714 Montana Ave.  (310) 395-6619
Rosti 931 Montana Ave.  (310) 838-4900  
Spumoni 713 Montana Ave.  (310) 393-2944 
Sushi Sho 1303 Montana Ave. (310) 393-0035
Via Dolce 1627 Montana Ave. (310) 458-1562
Vincenzo Ristorante 714 Montana Ave. (310) 395-6619

MID-CITY
Akbar Cuisine Of India 2627 Wilshire Blvd (310) 586-7469
Back On Broadway 2024 Broadway (310) 453-8919 
Bergamot Cafe 2525 Michigan Ave.  # A3  (310) 828-4001 
Big Jos 1955 Broadway (310) 828-3191 
Bistro Of Santa Monica Santa Monica Blvd (310) 453-5442 

BISTRO 31
Bistro 31, the culinary student-run restaurant of The
International Culinary School at The Art Institute of California –
Los Angeles, offers an incredible dining experience at a reason-
able price. Students prepare sumptuous international cuisine
and deliver it in an elegant setting. Lunch and dinner.
2900 31st St (310) 314-6057 

Bizou Garden 2450 Colorado Ave.  #1050 (310) 472-6020 
Bread And Porridge 2315 Wilshire Blvd (310) 453-4941 
Buon Giorno Caffe  1431 Santa Monica Bl (310) 260-0073 
Cafe L'etoile D'or 2311 Santa Monica Blvd  (310) 315-4375 
Chandni Vegetarian 1909 Wilshire Blvd  (310) 828-7060 
Coogie's Cafe 2906 Santa Monica Blvd  (310) 829-7871 
The Corner Cafe 28th St. #121 (310) 452-2905 
The Cutting Board 1260 15th St. #105  (310) 434-9924 

DAGWOODS
Pizza lovers love DAGWOODS for its real hand tossed authentic NY Style Pizza.
Others come for the delicious Italian food: custom made calzones, 100%
semolina pasta dishes, giant subs and zesty salads and side dishes. Whatever
you choose, it comes at great prices with friendly service. Free Delivery.
820 Wilshire Blvd. (310) 899-3030 

Daily Grill  2501 Colorado Ave.  #b-190 (310) 309-2170 
Drago Restaurant  2628 Wilshire Blvd  (310) 828-1585 
Dragon Palace   2832 Santa Monica Blvd (310) 829-1462 
El Cholo 1025 Wilshire Blvd  (310) 899-1106 
Fromins 1832 Wilshire Blvd (310) 829-5443
House Of Billiards 1901 Wilshire Blvd (310) 828-9203
I H O P 1920 Santa Monica Blvd (310) 829-9100
Casa Escobar 2500 Wilshire Blvd (310) 828-1315

IZZYS DELI
Where the stars meet the locals. Izzys features 10.95 dinners
nightly. Since 1970, Izzys has been serving hungry locals the
world famous Reuben sandwich and generous omeletes for
generations. 
1433 Wilshire Blvd (310) 394-1131 

J P's Bar & Grill 1101 Wilshire Blvd (310) 394-7660
Kaido Japense Cuisine 2834 Santa Monica Blvd (310) 828-7582  
Kay 'N Dave's 262 26th St. (818) 782-6196
L A Farm Ltd 3000 Olympic Blvd (310) 449-4007 
Lee's Chinese Food 1610 Santa Monica Blvd (310) 828-5304
The Lincoln 2460 Wilshire Bl (310) 828-2217 
Lucys Lunchbox 710 Wilshire Bl #100 (818) 762-6267  
Maya Japanese Food 2840 Santa Monica Blvd (310) 453-2612 
Manhattan Bagel 2216 Wilshire Blvd (310) 828-3228 
Nawab Of India 1621 Wilshire Bl (310) 829-1106 
Networks Cafe 2700 Colorado Ave.  #190 (310) 315-0502  
Noma Restaurant 2031 Wilshire Blvd (310) 453-4848 
Norms Santa Monica 1601 Lincoln Blvd (310) 395-6310 
O' Briens 2226 Wilshire Blvd (310) 829-5303 
Our Cafe 2104 Wilshire Bl (310) 828-5313 
Overunder 1333 Santa Monica Blvd (310) 899-0076 
Pacific Dining Car 2700 Wilshire Blvd (310) 453-4000
Pot & Pan Thai Food 2315 Santa Monica Blvd (818) 439-7083 
Santa Monica Pizza 1318 Wilshire Blvd (310) 393-4554  
The Shack Restaurant 2518 Wilshire Blvd (310) 449-1171 
The Slice 915 Wilshire Blvd (310) 453-2367 
Sizzler 2025 Wilshire Blvd (310) 453-3250
Snug Harbor 2323 Wilshire Blvd (310) 828-2991 
Sunshine Cafe & Grill 2021 Santa Monica Blvd (310) 449-7777 
Sushi King 1330 Wilshire Blvd (310) 395-0120 
Tacos Por Favor 1406 Olympic Blvd (310) 392-5768 
Taqueria Chihuahua 1909 Lincoln Bl (310) 874-2057
Tazzina 1620 Wilshire Blvd (310) 413-4270  
Thai Dishes 111 Santa Monica Blvd (310) 394-6189
Toi On Wilshire 1120 Wilshire Blvd (310) 394-7804 
Wilshire Restaurant 2454 Wilshire Blvd (310) 586-1707 

DOWNTOWN
3 on Fourth 1432 4th St. #A (310) 395-6765 
Abode Restaurant 1541 Ocean Av #150 (310) 394-3463
B O A 101 Santa Monica Bl (323) 655-3372
Baja Buds 1315 Third Street Promenade (310) 393-6060 
Bangkok West 606 Santa Monica Blvd (310) 395-9658

BBEENNIIHHAANNAA  
Traditional Japanese teppanyaki room. Featuring a full sushi
bar, happy hour and full bar. Open daily from 11:30 am to 10pm.
Reservations suggested
1447 4th St.  (310) 260-1423 

Bookmark Cafe 601 Santa Monica Bl  (310) 587-2665
Bravo Cucina 1319 Third Street Promenade (310) 394-0374

BBRRIITTAANNNNIIAA  PPUUBB
Britannia Pub has been a favorite for years for locals and visi-
tors alike.  This English pub has a traditonal charm with a
Californian flair.  A cozy inviting atmosphere makes this a great
place to relax and meet new people.  Our friendly staff provides
you with excellent service for Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner or
Cocktails.  We also offer live music, karaoke, pool and an unbe-
lievable jukebox.  Once you visit you'll want to anchor!
318 Santa Monica Blvd.  (310) 458-5350 

Broadway Deli 1457 Third Street Promenade (310) 451-0616 
Brunos Italian Rest Deli  1652 Ocean Ave.  (310) 395-5589 
Bubba Gump Shrimp Co 301 SM  Pier   (310) 393-0458 
Buca Di Beppo  1442 2nd St. (310) 587-0771 
The Cafe 445 Pacific Coast Hwy (310) 393-8282 
Cafe Crepe  1460 Third Street Promenade  (310) 576-0499
Cafe Paradiso 2408 Wilshire Blvd  (818) 427-1796 
Cafe Presto  2425 Colorado Ave. #107 B (310) 829-7757
Cafe Sol  2425 Colorado Ave.   (310) 829-0031
California Chicken Cafe  2401 Wilshire Blvd  (310) 453-0477 
California Pizza Kitchen  214 Wilshire Blvd (310) 393-9335 
Callahans Restaurant  1213 Wilshire Blvd (310) 394-6210 
Capo  1810 Ocean Ave.   (310) 394-5550 
Carousel Cafe 1601 Ocean Front Walk  (310) 451-4277 
Chez Jay 1657 Ocean Ave.  (310) 395-1241 
Comfort Cafe 420 Broadway  (310) 395-6252 
Cora's Coffee Shoppe L P  1802 Ocean Ave.  (310) 434-2468 
Crepes Company Inc  213 Arizona Ave.   (310) 801-0670 
Dennys Restaurant 1645  1560 Lincoln Blvd  (714) 251-5409 
Fast Taco  2901 Ocean Park Blvd #115 (310) 664-8722 
Fritto Misto 601 Colorado Ave.  (310) 458-2828 

FUNNEL MILL
The Funnel Mill features imported, organic coffee and teas from
around the world. If you eat McDonalds, drink two buck Chuck,
and think Starbucks is gourmet, this place is not for you.
Discover what coffee and tea should really taste like to the dis-
cerning palate. Try our traditional tea ceremony to truly appre-
ciate the flavors of the East. www.funnelmill.com
930 Broadway Suite A (310) 597-4395

Gate Of India 115 Santa Monica Blvd (310) 656-1665 
Gaucho Grill 1251 Third Street Promenade (323) 468-0220 
Georges Bistro 1321 Third Street  (310) 451-8823 
Hedwigs Cafe 1509 4th St. (310) 394-3956 

THE HIDEOUT
The Hideout is Santa Monica's best lounge! We pay attention to
details, so you don't have to. Whether you want to come alone, as
a couple, with a group of friends, or throw an unforgettable party,
we've got you covered!
112 W. Channel Road (310) 429-1851 

Hot Dog On A Stick 1633 Ocean Front Walk (760) 930-0456 

HOUSTON'S
Upscale steak and seafood. Live jazz on thursdays upstairs
lounge. Full bar, open 11:00 to 11pm daily. Reservations suggested.
202 Wilshire Blvd (602) 553-2111 

I Cugini Restaurant 1501 Ocean Ave.  (310) 451-4595 

IL FORNAIO 
In the tradition of Italy's trattorias, the sight, sounds and aromas
of authentic Italian cuisine are recreated everyday at Il Fornaio.
Mornings bring crisp crusted bread hot from the oven accom-
panied by the scent of fresh brewed espresso. During lunch and
dinner, pastas and flavorful sauces simmer while meats and
vegetables roast over hot coals.
1551 Ocean Ave.  (415) 945-0500

Infuzion Cafe 1149 3rd St. #100 (310) 393-9985 
Interactive Cafe 215 Broadway (310) 395-5009 
Ivy At The Shore 1535 Ocean Ave.  (310) 278-2908 
Jinkys Cafe 1447 2nd St. (818) 981-2250 
Jiraffe Restaurant 504 Santa Monica Blvd (310) 917-6671
Johnny Rockets 1322 Third Street  (949) 643-6100 
Kaiten Restaurant 1456 Third Street (310) 451-8080  
La Botte, Inc. 620 Santa Monica Blvd #A (310) 576-3072
La Salsa #44 1401 Third Street Promenade (310) 587-0755 
La Serenata 1416 4th St. (310) 204-5360
Le Merigot Hotel 1740 Ocean Ave.  (310) 395-9700  
Leonidas 331 Santa Monica Blvd (310) 417-8851 
Light House Buffet 201 Arizona Ave.  (310) 451-2076 
The Lobster 1602 Ocean Ave.  (310) 458-9294 
Locanda Del Lago 231 Arizona Ave.  (310) 451-3525 
Loews Santa Monica 1700 Ocean Ave.  (310) 458-6700  
Mariasol 401 Santa Monica Pier (213) 626-5554 
Michaels 1147 3rd St. (310) 395-7911 
Musha Restaurant 424 Wilshire Blvd (310) 576-6330 
Newsroom Santa Monica Inc 530 Wilshire (310) 451-9444 
Ocean Avenue Seafood 1401 Ocean Ave.  (310) 437-8824 
Ocean Cafe 100 Wilshire Blvd #B1-10 (310) 260-6010 

THE ORCHID
Asian fusian at it’s best. This Thai restauraunt blends eastern
spices and traditional Thai ingredients to make a unique and
special dining experience, just a block from the ocean. 
119-121 Broadway (310) 801-5240 

P F Chang's China Bistro 326 Wilshire Blvd (310) 395-1912 
Panera Bread 501 Wilshire Bl (714) 241-7705 
Perrys Pizz 930 Ocean Front Walk (310) 372-3138 
Perrys Pizza 2600 Ocean Front Walk (310) 372-3138 
Perrys Pizza 1200 Ocean Front Walk (310) 458-3975 
Perrys Pizza 2400 Ocean Front Walk (310) 372-3138 
Promenade Cafe 321 Santa Monica Bl (213) 700-2373
R A W 609 Broadway (310) 451-4148 
Real Food Daily 514 Santa Monica Blvd (310) 393-0804
Renees Court Yard 522 Wilshire Blvd (310) 451-9341 
Rustic Canyon 1119 Wilshire Blvd (310) 560-7787 
Scarboni 312 Wilshire Bl (310) 704-8079 
Stefano's 1310 Third Street Promenade (310) 216-7716
Sunset Bar & Grill 1240 Third Street (310) 393-3959 
Sushi Mon 401 Santa Monica Blvd (310) 576-7011 
Sushi Roku Santa Monica 1401 Ocean Av (310) 655-3372 
Sushi Shogun 1315 Third Street  (213) 500-4989 
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112 W. Channel Rd., 
Santa Monica, CA 90402

(310) 429-1851
www.santamonicahideout.com

We are Santa Monica's
neighborhood lounge. 
� Come by for a drink with friends, clients, a date, 
or book your next party with us. 

� Have a place to call your own.

� We take care of the details, so you don't have to!
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Richie PalmerRichie Palmer of of Mulberry St. PizzaMulberry St. Pizza
Presents

Richie Palmer’Richie Palmer’ss
PizzeriaPizzeria

Pizza – Pasta – Heroes – Salads – Desserts – Wine – Beer

1355 Ocean Ave Santa Monica
Forr Deliveryy Calll 310.255.1111 Open 7 Days – 11:30 a.m.

Daily Specials - $7.95

Extended Menu 
Same Great Food

“Rated No. 1 by
Everybody”

Lincoln Fine Wines is Venice’s new Premium Wine Shop offering

“Cellar Wines at Basement Prices”
Blackstone Cab & Merlot 

$6.99
Mc.Manis Cabernet Sauvignon 

$6.99
Rosenblum Zinfandel Vinter’s Cuvee

$7.99
Marquis Philips Shiraz

$11.99
Paolette Cabernet sauvignon Napa 2000

$19.99

Clos De Bois Chardonnay

$8.99
Kendall Jackson Chardonnay

$9.99
La Crema Chardonnay 

$13.99
Conundrum White table Wine

$18.99
Santa Margherita Pinot Grigio

$17.99

727 LINCOLN BLVD. VENICE (310) 392-7816

Huge Variety 
of Bottles

Sushi Teri Express 1551 Ocean Ave.  #130 B (310) 394-2189 

SWINGERS
The local diner, serving traditional diner fare with  a southern
california twist. Open 24 hours, the crowd in Swingers will
change from late night clubbers to early morning coffee
drinkers around 4am. 
802 Broadway (323) 656-6136

Thai Dishes Restaurant 1910 Wilshire Blvd (310) 828-5634 
T's Thai 1215 4th St. (310) 395-4106 
Tudor House 1403 2nd St. (310) 451-8470 
Victoria Pizzeria 1607 Ocean Front Walk (310) 394-6863 
Wahoo's Fish Taco 418 Wilshire Blvd (949) 222-0670 
Whist 1819 Ocean Av (310) 260-7509 
Yangtze 1333 Third Street Promenade (310)260-1994 
Yankee Doodles 1410 Third Street (310)394-4632 
Ye Olde Kings Head 116 Santa Monica Blvd (310)451-1402 

(310)451-1402 

PICO/SUNSET PARK
310 Lounge & Bistro 3321 Pico Blvd. (310) 453-1331
Abbots Pizza Company 1811 Pico Blvd (310) 314-2777 
Acapulco Restaurant 3360 Ocean Park Blvd. (310) 450-8665
Air Conditioned 2819 Pico Blvd (310) 829-3700 
Ameci Pizza Pasta 2218 Lincoln Bl (310) 314-0090
B B Q Garden 1707 Pico Blvd. (310) 450-6494
The Bread Factory Inc 1900 Pico Bl (310) 434-4653 
Buddha Boba 1701 Pico Bl (626) 674-8882 
Bud's Famous Deli & Desserts 2727 Ocean Park Blvd. (310) 450-6860
Cafe Bolivar 1741 Ocean Park Blvd. (310) 581-2344
Campos Mexican Food Inc 2008 Pico Blvd  (310) 450-4477 
Classic Pizza 2624 Pico Blvd  (310) 399-0452 
The Counter 2901 Ocean Park Bl #102 (310) 399-8383 
The Daily Pint 2310 Pico Blvd (310) 450-7631 
El Indio  2526 Pico Blvd (310) 450-8057 
El Pollo Loco Restaurant  1906 Lincoln Blvd (310) 392-9800
El Torito 3360 Ocean Park Blvd. (310) 450-8665
El Texate 316 Pico Blvd. (310) 399-1115
Fresh & Natural Cafe  1900 Pico Blvd (310) 392-0516 
Garys Grill 2819 1/2 Ocean Park Blvd (310) 450-9949
Georges Burgers 3101 Lincoln Blvd (310) 452-0445 
Gilbert's El Indio Mexican Food 2526 Pico Blvd. (310) 450-8057
Hotel Casa Del Mar Restaurant 1910 Ocean Way (310) 581-5533
The Hump 3221 Donald Douglas Loop South (310) 390-3177 
The Hungry Pocket 1715 Pico Blvd (310) 458-5335 
Il Forno Caffe & Pizzeria 2901 Ocean Park Blvd (310) 450-1241 
Josie Restaurant 2424 Pico Blvd (310) 581-4201 
La Playita 3306 Lincoln Blvd (310) 452-0090 
Lazy Daisy Inc 2300 Pico Blvd (310) 450-9011 
Le Pain Du Jour 828 Pico Blvd #2 (310) 399-4870
Mandarin Food Service 2618 Pico Bl (310) 396-9559 
Michael D'S Cafe 234 Pico Blvd (310) 452-8737 
Miyako 2829 Ocean Park Blvd (310) 396-5588 

THE OP CAFE
A Small Neighborhood Place With A Family Feel – Serving
Breakfast and Lunch Daily. The Freshest Foods, Friendly
Service At Unbelievable Prices! So when you want to be treat-
ed like family and enjoy some delicious food –The OP CAFÉ is
the PLACE!!
3117 Ocean Park Blvd (310) 452-5720  

One Pico Restaurant One Pico Blvd. (310) 587-1717
Panchos Tacos 2920 Lincoln Blvd (310) 452-2970 
Pedals Cafe One Pico Blvd. (310) 587-1707
Raes Restaurant 2901 Pico Blvd (310) 820-1416 
Santa Monica Bar and Grill 3321Pico Blvd (310) 453-5001 
Santinos 3021 Lincoln Blvd (310) 779-1210 
Sheraton Delfina 530 Pico Blvd (310) 399-9344 
The Slice 1622 Ocean Park (310) 453-2367 
Spitfire Grill 3300 Airport Ave.  (310) 397-3455 
Star Of Siam 3133 Lincoln Blvd (310) 396-9511 
Subway 2901 Ocean Park Blvd (310) 396-3004 
Sunset Grill 1701 Ocean Park Blvd (310) 450-7546 
Tandoor India 2622 Pico Bl (310) 581-9964
Tom's No 1 Pico 2350 Pico Blvd. (310) 396-4481
Typhoon 3221 Donald Douglas Loop (310) 390-6565
UnUrban Coffeehouse 3301 Pico Blvd. (310) 315-0056
Valentino Restaurant 3115 Pico Blvd (310) 829-4313 

RICHIE PALMER’S PIZZERIA
Owned and operated by Richie Palmer, founder of the world-
famous Mulberry Street Pizzeria in Beverly Hills. Palmer says
he had to open in Santa Monica so all the people here would
stop calling Beverly Hills for delivery. Same great pizza and
Italian food.
1355 Ocean Ave  (310) 255-1111

Vitos 2807 Ocean Park Blvd (310) 450-4999 
Windows Restaurant 530 Pico Blvd. (310) 399-9344
Yongs Cafe 3020 Nebraska Ave.  (310) 828-4775 
Yuni Sushi 1928 Lincoln Blvd (310) 396-4039 
Zabies 3003 Ocean Park Blvd (310) 392-9036

MAIN STREET
Amelia's 2645 Main St. (310) 396-9095 
Bravo Pizzaria & Deli 2400 Main St. (310) 392-7466 
Chinois On Main  2709 Main St.  (310) 392-3038 
The Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf Ocean Park Blvd. (310) 396-6706
Creative Sushi  2518 Main St.  (310) 396-2711 
Dhaba Cuisine Of India  2104 Main St. (310) 390-9451 
Elvira's Cha Cha Chicken  1906 Ocean Ave.  (310) 581-1684 
The Enterprise Fish Co 174 Kinney St. (310) 392-8366 
Euphoria Loves RAWvolution 2301 Main St. (310) 392-9501
Finn McCools Irish Pub & Restaurant 2700 Main St. (310) 452-1734
Groundwork Coffee Co. 2908 Main St. (310) 930-3910 
The Galley 2442 Main St. (310) 452-1934 
Holy Guacamole 2906 Main St. (310) 314-4850 
It's All Good Bakery 2629 Main St. (310) 260-0233 
Joes Main Street Diner 2917 Main St. (310) 392-5804 
La Vecchia Cucina 2654 Main St (310) 399-7979
Library Alehouse 2911 Main St. (310) 314-4855
Lula Cocina Mexicana 2720 Main St. (310) 392-5711
Main Street Bagels 2905 Main St. (310) 392-6373
Malia 2424 Main St. (310) 396-4122 
Mani's Bakery & Cafe 2507 Main St. (310) 396-7700
O'Briens Irish Pub Oar House 2941 Main St. (310) 396-4725

OCEAN PARK OMELETTE PARLOR
The best breakfast in town, featuring locally grown vegetables
from the Farmers Markets. Sinc 1962, the Omelete Parlor has
been a staple for Santa Monica locals. 6:30 am to 2pm daily. 
2732 Main St. (310) 399-7892 

Oyako 2915 Main St. (310) 581-3525
Panini Garden 2715 Main St (310) 399-9939 
Rick's Tavern 2907 Main St (310) 392-2772 
Schatzi On Main 3110 Main St (310) 399-4800 
Shoop's Delicatessen 2400 Main St (310) 452-1019 
Sparky's Fine Frozen Yogurt 3110 Main St. #12 (310) 399-4513

Urth Caffe 2327 Main St. (310) 749-8879 
Via Veneto 3009 Main St. (310) 399-1843 
The Victorian Baker Cafe 2640 Main St. (310) 392-4956
Wildflour 2807 Main St. (310) 452-7739 
World Café 2640 Main St. (310) 392-1661
Yose Restaurant 2435 Main St. (310) 255-0680 

VENICE
26 Beach Restaurant 3100 Washington Blvd. (310) 823-7526  
Abbot's Habit 1401 Abbot Kinney Blvd  (310) 399-1171
Abbot's Pizza Co 1407 Abbot Kinney Blvd (310) 396-7334
Agra Indian Kitchen 2553 Lincoln Blvd. (310) 396-8749
Axe 1009 Abbot Kinney Blvd. (310) 664-9787
Azteca Restaurant 835 Sunset Ave. (310) 396-6576
Baby Blues BBQ 444 Lincoln Blvd. (310) 396-7675
Beechwood 822 W. Washington Blvd. (310) 448-8884
Benice 1715 Pacific Ave. (310) 396-9938
Big Daddy and Sons 1425 Ocean Front Walk (310) 508-2793
The Brig 1515 Abbot Kinney Blvd. (310) 399-7537
The Brick House Cafe 826 Hampton Dr. (310) 581-1639
Cafe 50's 838 Lincoln Blvd. (310) 399-1955
Casablanca Restaurant 220 Lincoln Blvd. (310) 392-5751
Chaya 110 Navy St. (310) 396-1179
China Beach Bistro 2024 Pacific Ave. (310) 823-4646
Danny's Deli 23 Windward Ave. (310) 566-5610
French Market Cafe 2321 Abbot Kinney Blvd. (310) 577-9775
Great Western Steak & Hoagie Company 1720 Lincoln Blvd. (310) 450-4545
Hal's Bar & Grill 1349 Abbot Kinney Blvd. (310) 396-3105
Hama 213 Windward Ave. (310) 396-8783
James Beach 60 N. Venice Blvd. (310) 823-5396
Joe's Restaurant 1023 Abbot Kinney Blvd. (310) 399-5811
La Cabana Restaurant 738 Rose Ave.  (310) 392-6161
La Meditrina 1029 Abbot Kinney Blvd. (310) 396-5000
Lands End Restaurant 323 Ocean Front Walk (310) 392-3997
Lilly's French Cafe & Bar 1031 Abbot Kinney Blvd. (310) 314-0004

LINCOLN FINE WINES
Now open in Venice. We offer the Best Selection of Wines on
the Westside. We have warehouse pricing with friendly service.
Come by and let us find the perfect wine for the perfect occa-
sion! Open 10-8pm and Sun. 11-6pm.
727 Lincoln Blvd. (310) 392-7816  

Maos Kitchen 1512 Pacific Ave. (310) 581-8305
Piccolo Ristorante 5 Dudley Ave. (310) 314-3222
Primitivo Wine Bistro 1025 Abbot Kinney Blvd. (310) 396-5353
Rose Cafe 220 Rose Ave. (310) 399-0711
Shima 1432 Abbot Kinney Blvd. (310) 314-0882
Siam Best Restaurant 2533 Lincoln Blvd. (310) 827-8977
Stroh’s Gourmet 1239 Abbot Kinney Blvd. (310) 450-5119
Szechwan Restaurant 2905 Washington Blvd. (310) 821-6256 
Uncle Darrow's 2560 S Lincoln Blvd. (310) 306-4862
Wabi-Sabi 1635 Abbot Kinney Blvd. (310) 314-2229
Wacky Wok 2805 Abbot Kinney Blvd. (310) 822-7373

MARINA DEL REY
Beachside Cafe 4175 Admiralty Way (310) 821-5313
C & O Cucina 3016 Washington Blvd. (310) 301-7278
Cafe Del Rey 4451 Admiralty Way (310) 823-6395
California Pizza Kitchen 3345 Fiji Way (310) 301-1563
Casa Escobar 14160 Palawan Way (310) 822-2199
Chart House 13950 Panay Way (310) 822-4144
The Cheesecake Factor 4142 Via Marina (310) 306-3344
Chin Chin 13455 Maxella Ave Ste 266 (310) 823-9999
Chipotle Mexican Grill 4718 Admiralty Way (310) 821-0059
Harbor House Restaurant 4211 Admiralty Way (310) 577-4555
Islands 404 Washington Blvd (310) 822-3939
Jer-ne at The Ritz-Carlton 4375 Admiralty Way (310) 823-1700
Kaya Sushi 13400 Washington Blvd. (310) 577-1143
Kifune Restaurant 405 Washington Blvd (310) 822-1595
Le Marmiton 4724 Admiralty Way (310) 773-3560
Mercedes Grille 14 Washington Blvd (310) 827-6209
Mermaids-Juice Java & More 14045 Panay Way (310) 306-3883
Rainbow Acres Natural Foods 4756 Admiralty Way (310) 823-5373
Sapori Ristorante 13723 Fiji Way (310) 821-1740
Tony P's 4445 Admiralty Way (310) 823-4534
Tsuji No Hana 4714 Lincoln Blvd (310) 827-1433
The Warehouse Restaurant 4499 Admiralty Way (310) 823-5451

BRENTWOOD
Barney's Hamburgers 11660 San Vicente Blvd. (310) 447-6000 
Chez Mimi Restaurant  246 26th St (310) 393-0558 
Chin Chin 11740 San Vicente Blvd. (310) 826-2525 
Coral Tree Cafe 11645 San Vicente Blvd. (310) 979-8733 
Harvest Restaurant 13018 San Vicente Blvd. (310) 458-6050 
Literati II 12081 Wilshire Blvd. (310) 479-3400 
Enzo and Angela 11701 Wilshire Blvd. (310) 477-3880 
Trattoria Amici 2538 San Vicente Blvd (310) 826-4888

WEST LA
Anna's Italian Restaurant 10929 Pico Blvd.  (310) 474-0102
Aphrodisiac 10351 Santa Monica Blvd. (310) 470-0792
The Apple Pan 10801 W. Pico Blvd. (310) 475-3585
Awash Restaurant 5990 Pico Blvd. (323) 939-3233
Bombay Cafe 12021 W. Pico Blvd. (310) 473-3388 
Carmine's II Caffe 10463 Santa Monica Blvd. (310) 441-4706
Colony Cafe 10937 W. Pico Blvd. (310) 470-8909 
En Sushi 11651 Santa Monica Blvd. (310) 477-1551 
DiVita's 11916 Wilshire Blvd. (310) 478-0286
Feast From the East 1949 Westwood Blvd. (310) 475-0400
Gaby’s Mediterranean 10445 Venice Blvd.  (310) 559-1808

HAMLET RESTAURANT
Hamlet Restaurant & Bar offers a wide selection of fresh fare
and an expanded wine list. Dishes such as the California Market
Salad, Spice Crusted Ahi, Southern Crab Cakes and Grilled
Chicken Caprese Sandwich are just a few of their new menu
additions!
2927 S. Sepulveda Blvd. (310) 478-1546

Il Grano 11359 Santa Monica Blvd. (310) 477-7886
John O'Groats 10516 Pico Blvd. (310) 204-0692
Kay 'n Dave's Cantina 10543 Pico Blvd. (310) 446-8808
Melanee Thai Restaurant 9562 Pico Blvd. (310) 273-4066
Ramayani 1777 Westwood Blvd. (310) 477-3315
Shanghai Diamond Garden 9401 Pico Blvd.  (310) 553-0998
Sisley Restaurant 10800 Pico Blvd. (310) 446-3030
Sushi Masu 1911 Westwood Blvd.  (310) 446-4368
Torafuku Restaurant 10914 W. Pico Blvd. (310) 289-0392
Upstairs 2 2311 Cotner Ave. (310) 231-0316
Versailles Restaurant 10319 Venice Blvd. (310) 558-3168
Wakasan 1929 Westwood Blvd. (310) 446-4368
The Wine House 2311 Cotner Ave. (310) 479-3731

FOR  INQU IR I ES  ON  PPRREEMMIIUUMM  LL II SS TT IINNGGSS ,
OR AADDVVEERRTT IISS IINNGG ON THESE  PAGES, CALL  

[310] 458-7737
Visit us online at smdp.com



BY JACOB ADELMAN
Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES Criminal charges have been
filed against a company that allegedly import-
ed and distributed nearly 90,000 tubes of
Chinese toothpaste containing a poisonous
substance and a wholesaler that supplied local
stores with the tubes, City Attorney Rocky

Delgadillo announced this  week.
Selective Imports Corp. and Vernon Sales

Inc. allegedly sold toothpaste containing
diethylene glycol, a chemical used in
antifreeze and as a solvent.

Selective Imports, based in Vernon, sold
the toothpaste to distributors throughout
the country between December 2005 and
May 2007, prosecutors said. Vernon Sales,

also based in Vernon, is accused of buying
some of the tubes and reselling them to Los
Angeles stores.

The misdemeanor charges announced
Thursday were filed on Monday,
said Supervising Deputy City Attorney 
Jerry Baik.

Vernon Sales President Kamyab Toofer,
Vice President Pejman Mossay and the com-
pany itself, were each charged with 14 crim-
inal counts for allegedly receiving, selling
and delivering an adulterated drug.

Selective Imports, its President Frahad
Nazarian and its Vice President Yones
Ghermezi were charged with two criminal
counts each for receiving, selling and deliv-
ering products containing the chemical
known as DEG.

The companies are liable for distributing
the tainted product even if they had no
direct knowledge of the risk because they
were negligent in not ensuring the tooth-
paste was safe, Baik said.

Each count carries a maximum penalty of
one year in jail and a $1,000 fine.

The announcement follows last month’s
indictment of two Chinese businesses and a
U.S. company in incidents involving tainted
pet food from China that killed potentially
thousands of animals last year.

The charges stemmed from an investi-
gation prompted by a May confiscation of
some 70,000 tubes of adulterated tooth-
paste delivered to the Port of Long Beach,
Baik said.

The federal Food and Drug
Administration confiscated that shipment
when it came from the same Chinese manu-
facturer as DEG-tainted cough syrup
blamed for the deaths of at least 94 people in
Panama since July 2006, he said.

The company executives charged
Monday were accused of involvement in the

sale of toothpaste delivered in a previous
shipment, Baik said.

At least 480 tubes were resold by Vernon
Sales to stores within Los Angeles, which
gave the city attorney’s office jurisdiction to
investigate, Baik said.

He did not know how many of those
tubes had been recovered and how many
had been sold.

The shipments that came before the
seizure in May included 78,336 tubes of
spearmint-flavored “Cooldent” toothpaste
sold by Selective Imports to distributors
around the country, according to the city
attorney’s office.

Nearly 10,000 additional tubes of fluo-
ride “Cooldent” was also distributed around
the country in early May, prosecutors said.

Baik said he know of no illnesses associ-
ated with the toothpaste in Los Angeles.

FDA spokeswoman Rita Chappelle said
she was not aware of anyone outside the
city who had fallen ill after using the
toothpaste.

Ghermezi said he had not seen the
charges but was shocked by the filing. All the
adulterated toothpaste was voluntarily
pulled from shelves and from the company’s
inventory eight months ago and destroyed
by the FDA last month.

“Everything we had was destroyed by the
FDA,” he said. “Long time it hasn’t been sold.
... I thought the file had been closed.”

Ghermezi said he supplied the toothpaste
to Vernon Sales.

Ghermezi said his company never know-
ingly sold adulterated toothpaste and
believed the product had FDA approval.

“We didn’t know of the ingredients of the
toothpaste,” he said. “We don’t (have) any
intention of hurting people.”

A fax to Vernon Sales seeking comment
was not immediately returned.

L.A. importers charged with distributing toxic Chinese toothpaste
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ANY FRAME, ANY LENS,

ANY PRESCRIPTION! *

Both frame and lenses purchase required (same prescription, same visit). Cannot be combined with any other offer,

previous purchases, vision and insurance plans, readers or non-prescription sunglasses. Offers valid with coupon

only. Discounts are off regular price. Void where prohibited. See store for details. Offer expires March 31, 2008.

2926 Wilshire Blvd. (Stanford & Yale), Santa Monica • 310.453.0400

E Y E W E A R

$AVE, $AVE, $AVE

SAVE $100*
Any eyeglasses, 

sunglasses, 
and kids glasses.

Valid on multiple pairs only.

SAVE $25*
Any eyeglasses, 

sunglasses, 
and kids glasses.

One complete pair only.

BY GARANCE BURKE
Associated Press Writer

HERALD Third-generation beekeeper
Roscoe Hall spent the last year fretting over
a disease that’s inexplicably caused thou-
sands of his industrious insects to abandon
their colonies.

Now, entire hives are disappearing, too.
In the long, flat valley where the nation’s

almonds grow, bee thieves are striking hard
this winter, nabbing increasingly valuable
hives from farmer’s fields where bees are
used to pollinate blossoming nut trees.

A few weeks ago, 180 of Hall’s hives were
lifted over a period of days, a bit of banditry
he estimates cost him nearly $70,000 in lost
bees, pollination fees and honey production.

“If a man doesn’t have his bees under lock
and key these days, he’s going to pay for it,”
Hall said as he opened one of his remaining
hives to reveal thousands of amber-colored
bees busy in the honeycomb. “Even then
they’ll find a way of breaking the lock.”

Each year, thousands of keepers haul
their bees to California during bloom season
to work with farmers who depend on the
polliniferous insects for more bountiful
almond crops, larger blueberries and perfect
watermelons.

But a bee shortage — largely the result of
a puzzling ailment called Colony Collapse
Disorder that causes adult bees to forsake
their broods — has pushed the cost of rent-
ing a hive this year to $200 in some places,
up from about $55 four years ago.

As the price of pollination soars, each

hive becomes a sitting gold mine, sheriff ’s
deputies say. Skilled criminals simply dump
the colony into a new container, and rent the
bees to farmers as their own, pocketing the
fee they’re paid for pollination.

“Just from the buzz that’s out there, our
detectives are thinking hive thefts are
increasing,” said Bill Yoshimoto, project
director for the Central Valley-based
Agricultural Crime Technology Information
and Operations Network. “If there’s even a
further shortage because of bee thefts, that’s
a problem for everyone.”

The network — a coalition of agricultural
commissioners, district attorneys and sher-
iff ’s departments — has been investigating
the thefts, which Yoshimoto said have become
more prevalent over the last two months.

Such thievery so far hasn’t affected the
value of the state’s almond industry, which
fetched a record crop worth more than $1.9
billion in 2006, the last year for which figures
were available, said Richard Waycott, presi-
dent of the Almond Board of California.

But the hive heists have set keepers in
California back as much as $330,000 in the last
year and a half, including the cost of the hives,
the bees, and the money they would have
earned from pollination and honey-making,
according to local sheriff ’s departments.

Stolen hives are a small, but perennial
problem at bloom season in Florida and
Montana, too. Florida agriculture crime offi-
cials say 200 hives were stolen last year as the
bees fed on Brazilian pepper weeds near
LaBelle and West Palm, for a total loss of
about $60,000 including fees.

Three weeks ago, thieves snatched 72
hives from an orchard near Manteca, about
15 miles south of Stockton.

In nearby Chowchilla, the district attorney
is looking into a case reported by a farmer’s
mother, who surprised a would-be bee thief
sneaking around their orchard after dark.

“She spotted his minivan at the side gate
and asked what the devil he was doing
there,” said Erica Stuart, spokeswoman for
the Madera County Sheriff. “He told her he
was a beekeeper from San Francisco and just
happened to be 150 miles away in
Chowchilla, checking on his hives.”

Honey bees thrive in the warm, winter
feeding grounds of California, and almond
farms of all sizes use the pollinators’ services
to grow about 80 percent of the world’s
almonds. In pollination, bees take pollen
from one flower to another flower to fertilize
the seed, which gives the plant a signal to
build a fruit around the seed.

Still, the risk of getting stung keeps most
novice burglars from filching bee hives,
authorities say. Keepers typically stack their
hives two-tall on wooden pallets, which bees
included, can weigh up to 500 pounds and
require a forklift to move.

“A hive isn’t something you just throw into
your trunk,” said Orin Johnson, a former pres-
ident of the California Beekeeper’s Association,
“Generally it’s someone with knowledge, expe-
rience and equipment who thinks ‘go-llee, it’s
just easier to go and load someone else’s hives
up than it is to make my own.”

Beekeepers try to fend off thieves by burn-
ing both the wooden boxes where the bees

form their colonies and the frames where they
build their honeycombs with individual brand
numbers they’re issued by the state.

Others, like Johnson, are going high-tech,
buying traceable microchips that can be
implanted into the boxes.

Global positioning technology sends an
alert to the owners once the hives are on the
move, but some keepers complain it’s too
late to find them by then since the chips can
only be traced at close range.

Johnson lost 70 hives to a bandit a few
years ago, but authorities eventually found
them lying in an orchard in the next county.
After placing a lien on the thief ’s property,
Johnson recovered about $5,000, but he said
had to spend extra money nursing his sick
bees back to health and replacing several
queens the thief let die.

Hall, who earns 80 percent of his annual
income renting bees during the almond
bloom, said he was too busy working to
worry about buying fancy security devices to
guard his hives.

As he scrambles to meet farmers’ orders,
he’s stashed his remaining colonies in a field
of wild mustard in Herald, a tiny farm town
30 miles southeast of Sacramento.

Thousands of scouts — mostly female
workers — made a light hum on a recent
afternoon as they flew into the boxes pack-
ing gobs of brilliant yellow pollen on their
hind legs to feed their brood.

“It hurts us, don’t get me wrong,” Hall
said. “We’ll get everything made back up and
go again. These little animals keep going,
and we do too.”

Beekeepers get stung by hive heists
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mencing as scheduled just three days later. The rest of the
project has proceeded and city officials have stated repeated-
ly in the past that further delays to the beautification project
could jeopardize state and federal funding.

“We are following this court order and we expect to pre-
vail,” City Manager Lamont Ewell said on Friday. “The facts
have not changed and delay is costing the taxpayers.”

The streetscape project calls for the destruction of 23
ficus trees that have been identified as structurally unstable
and the transplantation of up to 31 trees to elsewhere in the
city, including parks and parts of Second and Fourth streets.
Each tree identified for removal will be replaced with two
ginkgo biloba trees. About 100 ficus trees in the project area,
defined as between Colorado Avenue and Wilshire
Boulevard, will remain.

“This means that over 200 trees will be in the eight block
project area,” Ewell said. “Two independent arborists and
our community forester have agreed this meets with best
practices of urban forestry.”

melodyh@smdp.com

Struggle to
save trees
continues
FROM TREES PAGE 1

File photo
SAFE FOR NOW: City officials must hold off on plans to remove
54 trees from Second and Fourth streets in downtown.

Visit us online at smdp.com

RUN YOUR DBAs IN THE DAILY PRESS FOR ONLY $60.
INCLUDES RECEIPT AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION. CALL US TODAY @ (310) 458-7737
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BY DANIEL ARCHULETA
MANAGING EDITOR

DOWNTOWN Some stories were just meant
to be told.

In the case of the South Central Farm, it
was the 350 families that depended on the
14-acre plot to help sustain themselves that
moved many to throw themselves into the
fray to save it from being redeveloped.

One such individual was Sheila A. Laffey,
a Santa Monica College professor and docu-
mentary filmmaker, who upon hearing the
clamor, was forced into action. Having
chronicled and championed environmental
issues in the past on film, she realized that
there was something she had to offer to help
further the cause of the ill-fated patch of
land in South Los Angeles that will eventual-
ly be transformed from a patch of agrarian
heaven into a commercial development.

“I wear two hats. One as an ardent conser-
vationist and one as a documentary filmmak-
er,” Laffey said.“My major initial goal in mak-
ing the film was to try to help save the farm,
hoping that potential funders for the proper-
ty might see the film and be moved to action.”

Her film, “South Central Farm: Oasis in a
Concrete Desert,” tells the story of an ad-hoc
group of activists that came together to fight
what they believed to be a noble fight. Some
were celebrities, some community activists —
they were all united by an overriding belief
that the farm must be saved at all costs.

The film, which has been broadcast on
PBS as part of the “Natural Heroes” series, is
part of the Fifth Annual Pacific Palisades
Film Festival, which concludes today at the

Theater Palisades in Pacific Palisades.
While most films of this ilk tend to be

one-sided, Laffey thought that the story
needed to be told through both sides
involved in what would become a nationally
televised event.

“As a documentary filmmaker I wanted
to tell the powerful story of the farmers and
their connection with the land and any of
the other side that we could get to try to
understand how this thriving farm came to
be and how it could be threatened,” she said.

“The developer met with us for nearly two
hours for a rare interview so his comments
in the film provide a point of view not usu-
ally voiced in environmental films which
often preach to the choir.”

“South Central Farm” was developed as a
collaboration between Laffey, Jeff Forster
and Geoff Pepos. She served as director, co-
producer, co-executive producer and camera
person. Pepos co-produced the film and
edited the final cut. While both saw the situ-
ation as an opportunity make an interesting

film, it was the actual issue at hand that was
the primary reason for getting involved.

“When I first heard of the project, my ini-
tial reaction was probably not that much dif-
ferent than most Angelenos,” Pepos said.
“While on the surface, sure, one could say
that it’s about the farmer against the devel-
oper or the other way around and leave it at
that. But, the issues we raise in the film have
a wider impact as well.”

The film’s inclusion in the festival that
showcases independent filmmakers was
somewhat of a fluke. The film was part of
the recent American Film Institute’s recent
festival and caught the eye of Bob Sharka,
who runs the Pacific Palisades Film Festival.

“Bob saw the film at AFI and asked me if
he could show it. He had showed one or two
of my [previous] films in the past and knew
my work,” she said. “He’s all over the place.
He sees what good films are out there and
tries to include them in his festival.”

The film, which wrapped production in July
of 2007, is currently available on DVD. Laffey
secured a distributor and is currently receiving
requests from a number of educators that
would like to show the work to their students.

Laffey secured funding for the short film
by way of grants and donations from various
sources, but she hopes to take the idea and
expand on it in the future.

“Since this documentary is a short we had
to leave fascinating footage on the cutting
room floor,” she said. “We are currently
fundraising to do a longer (film) on the con-
troversy and the importance of urban farms.”

daniela@smdp.com

Filmmaker forced into the fray

Photo courtesy J. McIntosh
A LITTLE HOPE: Robert Caveros holds out a handful of seeds during the documentary 'South
Central Farm: Oasis in a Concrete Desert.’ Sheila A. Laffey, an SMC professor, directed the film.
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BY JON HABER 
Special to the Daily Press 

DOWNTOWN The Santa Monica boys’ soccer
team is on the verge of making history yet
again just a week after celebrating the pro-
gram’s first ever undefeated championship
season, taking home the California
Interscholastic Federation, Southern Section
Division IV championship.

The Vikings (28-0-1) will take on the
Poway Titans of San Diego (20-2-4)
Saturday at Warren High School in
Downey in the first ever CIF state division
championship game.

“Right now, we’re feeling really good,”
said Nick Ferro, senior defender for the
Vikings. “We’re confident coming into this
game. We know if we play our game, we can
beat anyone out there.”

CIF officials implemented the state divi-
sion tournament in 2008, allowing top
Southern California teams to compete for a
state title. Samohi defeated Newbury Park
High School, 2-1, and Banning of
Wilmington, 3-0, this past week to advance
to the finals match.

Although Samohi has dominated oppo-
nents all season long, head coach Frank
Gatell knows a tough challenge lies ahead for
his boys.

“Poway is a very strong defensive team,”
he said. “They have physical size, and I’m
expecting a very good match Saturday.”

But Samohi players feel their offense can
execute a game plan to beat the Titans.

“We’re going to play aggressive and try to
settle the ball. We can use our skill to our
advantage because we do have it,” Ferro said.

The Vikings’ victory over Banning
Thursday came without the Vikings’ defen-
sive leader on the field.

All-CIF senior goal keeper Alex Kovacs
was not allowed to play after receiving a red
card in the match against Newbury Park for
kicking an opposing player in the back of the
ankle. Although the play appeared accidental
— Gatell says Kovacs was going for the ball,
not the player — new FIFA (Federation
Internationale de Football) rules state any
collision initiated by a goal keeper will result
in an automatic red card.

Because of the incident, the Vikings had
to rely on sophomore goal keeper Michael
Freedman to anchor the defense, and he did
not disappoint. He had four saves and
helped lead Samohi to its eighth shutout vic-
tory in its last nine games.

“(Freedman) couldn’t have done a better
job,” Ferro said. “He played a flawless game.”

Senior lock-down defender Chris De La
Rosa was also a big factor in the Vikings’ defen-
sive scheme. The senior shutdown the Pilot’s
leading scorer, junior forward Guillermo
Beltran, who scored 23 goals on the season.

“(De La Rosa) played Beltran very physi-
cal. He took him to the wings and did not
allow Beltran to get around him,” Gatell said.

The rest of the defense focused on keep-
ing the Pilots toward the outside of the field.
Banning is known as a very strong team up
the middle, so Samohi worked hard to
expose the Pilots on the wings.

Gatell said, “We used [junior midfielders]
Ricky Martinez and Juan Magana on the
wings and made it very clear to the midfield-
ers not to hold onto the ball in the middle of
the field.”

Samohi’s offense was led by its trio of senior
forwards. Alessandro Canale focused on pass-
ing the ball out to the wings to open the offen-
sive attack, while Eddie Delgado scored twice
and Artur Jozkowicz scored the final goal.

The execution didn’t surprise Ferro,
whose seen his forwards lead the offensive
charge from day one.

“Our offense has been amazing all year,”
he said. “Everyone’s stepped up when we
needed them to. It’s amazing to see.”

The Vikings’ offense and defense is going
to have to step up one last time Saturday to
bring Santa Monica a state championship.
The game is set to begin at 1 p.m.

news@smdp.com 

State title on the line

Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
DREAM SEASON: Santa Monica High School soccer players Ricky Martinez (#7 left) and Eddie
Delgado (#17 right) push the ball down Corsair field on Thursday night in a semi-final match
against Banning High School. Samohi won, 3-0, and will play the Poway Titans of San Diego
Saturday at Warren High School in Downey in the first-ever CIF State Division Championship Game.

RIGHT NOW,
WE’RE FEELING
REALLY GOOD. 

WE’RE CONFIDENT 
COMING INTO THIS GAME.

WE KNOW IF WE PLAY
OUR GAME, WE CAN BEAT

ANYONE OUT THERE.”
Nick Ferro

Senior defender for Samohi
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SANTA MONICA

FEATURING:
Interactive workshops
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3RD ANNUAL NONPROFIT FESTIVAL
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LEARN HOW TO GET INVOLVED IN THE COMMUNITY

In case of rain, date moved to March 8.

SATURDAY
MARCH 8
10AM - 3PM

... and we have many friends whose children
go there and they all speak highly of it,” Bank
said. “We felt we wanted a more intimate
place and in our choosing, we really
embraced the philosophy of PS #1.”

It’s a difficult, albeit lucky, decision that
many parents residing in Santa Monica have
to face as their children approach school age,
grappling with decisions as to whether to
send their kids to a private or public school.

In just 8.3 square miles, Santa Monica is
stacked with a seemingly endless supply of edu-
cational options for parents, from the 12 public
schools, to an array of private school choices,
each offering a different educational mission,
from the religions side with St. Monica
Catholic High School and the Pilgrim Lutheran
School to the secular with institutions like New
Roads and PS #1, to the arts and science-based
curriculum of the Crossroads School.

More options are better than none at all.
“There’s a kind of (mentality) of individ-

ualism in Santa Monica, just as a communi-
ty, and schools tend to reflect that,” Jim
McManus, the executive director of the
California Association of Independent
Schools (CAIS), said. “People value educa-
tion and they have multiple pathways to
pursue in educating their kids.”

Santa Monica is among several cities that
have a high number of schools within its city
limits. The city of Pasadena, in addition to the
public school system, has about 12 or 13 inde-

pendent schools that are members of the
CAIS. Santa Monica is unique in that for its
size, it has a dense concentration of schools,
McManus said. The CAIS in Santa Monica has
three member schools, including Crossroads,
PS #1, Carlthorp and New Roads.

Nearly half of all students that attend pri-
vate schools go to Catholic schools,
McManus estimated.

In Santa Monica, more residents opt for
the public school system with roughly 85 per-
cent of the city’s school-age population
enrolled in the SMMUSD in 2005. That num-
ber is up from 5 years prior when only 80 per-
cent of the city’s children attended a public
school, according to the U.S. Census Bureau.

The percentage of students enrolled in
public schools gradually declines from ele-
mentary school onward — only 79 percent of
Santa Monica children attend a public high
school, a drop from 82 percent in grades five
through eight and even more substantial drop
from 83 percent in first through fourth grade,
according to 2000 census data. The number is
significantly lower in kindergarten where
only 73 percent of the city’s children attended
a public kindergarten.

The city is below the national average of 89
percent of school-aged children attending pub-
lic schools, according to Jose Escarce, the vice
president of the SMMUSD Board of Education.

In affluent communities like Santa Monica
where residents can offten afford the pricey
tuition that comes with an independent
school, the percentage of children opting for

private school is usually higher, Escarce added.
Some of the most notable differences

between private and public schools seem to
fall under two categories — funding and
accessibility. While private schools don’t rely
on state and federal funding, many do have a
high tuition that can rival that of a private
university, making public school a more
affordable and feasible options for many
families, enhancing the economic and cul-
tural diversities of public schools. Due to the
fact that private schools don’t receive state
and federal funding, those schools are not
tied up by stringent testing standards set

under No Child Left Behind, giving teachers
considerably more time to just focus on the
curriculum itself, educators say. Private
schools also tend to have smaller class sizes.

“One of the most atrocious things to hap-
pen to public schools is No Child Left
Behind,” Roger Weaver, the headmaster at
Crossroads, said. “That piece of legislation
has created an almost test-driven culture
that takes out of the mix the opportunity for
the teachable moment with kids.”

It’s the same battle cry heard by NCLB oppo-
nents since the legislation was instituted, argu-
ing that public school teachers spend countless

Santa Monica parents
met with solid choices
FROM SCHOOLS PAGE 1

Photos by Alexis Hawkins  news@smdp.com
DIFFERENT WALKS OF LIFE: Santa Monica has one of the densest concentrations of
exceptional schools, both public and private, giving parents in the affluent community
options as to where their children should receive their education. Among the schools in the
local educational pack are Santa Monica High School (opposite page), the flagship second-
ary school in the public school district, and St. Monica Catholic High School (above).
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hours preparing their children for tests.
“I understand why legislators and the

public in general feel (schools) should be
accountable for public education, but what
they’ve done is create a structure … that cre-
ates more complicated requirements that get
in the way of what the educational possibili-
ties really are,” Weaver added. “On top of
that, they don’t give them enough money to
do the job and on top of that, they test them
to death and if they don’t do well on testing,
they take away more money.”

Linda Strean, the managing editor of
GreatSchools.net, a site that compares dif-
ferent public and private schools, said that
there tends to be less credentialed teachers at
private schools where there isn’t a require-
ment like in public schools. Private schools
also tend to have fewer programs that specif-
ically address students with learning disabil-

ities, which is a required service in public
schools, she added.

“You need to look at your child and see
what is the best fit,” Strean said.

While it’s widely stated that one of the
advantages of a private school is its ability to
offer more electives and AP classes than
public schools, the SMMUSD is perhaps
unique in its ability to offer just that, with an
elementary music program and a wide array
of honors and college preparatory courses.

“I’ve worked in other districts before, but
the emphasis in art and music is just
immense,” SMMUSD Chief Academic
Officer Sally Chou said.

Another key difference between public
and private schools is diversity in the former,
not just in racial, but economic and reli-
gious, Chou said. Such diversity often leads
to a development of tolerance, Chou said.

Escarce echoed Chou’s sentiment, adding
that the district is able to draw from a wide
cross-section of the community.

“This is what real life is like,” Escarce said.
“Real life is living in a diverse world, not
everyone is perfect and not everyone is rich,
that is what is great about our public schools.”

Diversity was among the reasons why
Rebecca Kennerly, the president of the district’s
PTA Council, chose SMMUSD for her kids.

“It isn’t just the top kids who are hand-
picked to go to college that are allowed within
the walls,” Kennerly said.“Our kids are learning
with kids from struggling families, of English
language learners, students with special needs.”

Though competition is always healthy,
school heads in Santa Monica insist that the
relationship between the various public and
private schools is not adversarial, but rather
collaborative, with the same goal of educat-
ing children.

“We always supported the public school
system,” PS #1 headmaster Joel Pelcyger said.
“Often times, we recommend that kids, after
they graduate from our (elementary) school,
go to public school system.”

DIVERSITY IN PRIVATE SCHOOLS
The private schools in Santa Monica are

not cookie cutter, which is one of the reasons
why they are so attractive to the residents
here, giving them different options to serve
their children’s needs, McManus said.

Founded in 1971, Crossroads is a K-12
independent school serving about 1,130 stu-
dents. With an emphasis on the arts and sci-
ence, the private school’s curriculum taps
into the student’s internal creative and
expressive imagination and uses that to gen-
erate an interest in certain subjects.

“We feel it provides them more of an
education and balance of them and those
two components actually complement each

other,” Weaver said.
The general assumption is that arts and

science is usually enjoyed at the expense of
academics, but the school has been able to
incorporate the two ends of the spectrum
into a harmonious relationship.

“If you validate and value arts and make
a place for that, you actually strengthen the
child’s connection,” Weaver added.

Located a few blocks away, PS #1 is an inde-
pendent elementary school founded by Pelcyger
more than 37 years ago. The school takes a pro-
gressive approach to learning, mixing students
of all ages together in various classrooms, which
are divided by grade or intellectual level. The
“P” in PS #1 stands for pluralistic.

“We don’t offer grades, we don’t have
straight-graded classes like kindergarten or first
grade,” Pelcyger said. “It’s all about how kids
learn, being with people different than yourself.”

The school has small class sizes with a
total enrollment of about 200.

“We think of ourselves as a private school
with a public purpose,” Pelcyger said.

Santa Monica mom Emanuela Boni,
chose PS #1 for her son because its approach
to education mirrored the Reggio-method,
which was developed in Reggio, Italy. The
method involves the teacher listening to the
children’s ideas.

Boni lives in the McKinley Elementary
School zone, but opted for a private school
because of the smaller class sizes.

Now her son is 12 years old and about to
enter middle school. Boni said she isn’t con-
sidering enrolling her son in a public school
and is instead applying for Crossroads as
well as Harvard-Westlake.

“We’re hoping to remain in a smaller
school and we’re hoping to remain in a
somewhat progressive school,” Boni said.

melodyh@smdp.com
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many people on their own as they needed
to remain active and visible.

“This event just made sense. The festival
is a tool for them to reach a wider audience,”
said Sheila Estaniel, Director of Marketing
and Events for the chamber.

The festival differs from past years by the
introduction of special presentations. The
Orang Utan Republik Education Initiative, a
non-profit organization that sells
Indonesian products in Santa Monica to
support efforts to protect the endangered
Sumatran orangutan, will introduce it’s new
full-size orangutan costume and host a nam-
ing contest.

A fashion show hosted by the American
Cancer Society Discovery Shop and a song
and dance performance by the Church of
Scientology are also planned.

Heal the Bay, the organization behind
the Santa Monica Aquarium and efforts to
clean and protect Southern California
coastal waters, will be one of the non-
profits featured at the festival.

Randy Parent, Community Outreach
Coordinator for Heal the Bay, sees the fes-
tival as an opportunity for increased
exposure.

“We’re hoping in a few minutes time,
when people stop at our booth, to educate
them about the storm drain system, the
way it pollutes the Bay, and measures they
can take to combat that.

“We’ll also have information about
Santa Monica’s proposed ban on plastic
bags, a drive we’re pleased to have dis-

cussed in another forum,” Parent said.
The concept of a non-profit festival also

resonated with the chamber because it
elicited an exchange of ideas between the
non-profits, a boon aligned with the cham-
ber’s mission of facilitating local business
growth.

“Anytime you get a group of business

leaders together, no matter the sector, they
are going to have a forum for sharing expe-
riences,” said Rosen.

Sustainable Works is a non-profit organi-
zation funded by the City of Santa Monica’s
Sustainable City Plan.

In addition to promoting their Green
Living Workshop Program, a series of 6
workshops that teach how to simultane-
ously live a greener lifestyle and reduce
utility bills, the organization plans to
connect potential volunteers with other
non-profits.

Sustainable Works maintains a Student
Screen Program that finds community serv-
ice opportunities for Santa Monica College
Students and keeps a network of non-profit
organizations.

“At the festival, once we’ve established a
relationship with a non-profit and we learn
that one needs a volunteer, we’ll help them,”
said Susy Holyhead, Sustainable Works’

Business Screen Programs Director.
Exposure to stewardship opportunities

will be possible the following day at Virginia
Avenue Park, where the Second Annual
Unity Resource Festival will showcase a slew
of non-profits — some of the same featured
Saturday — alongside  keynote addresses
and entertainment.

Hosted by Santa Monica College and the
Santa Monica Bay Area Human Relations
Council, the afternoon event, from 1 pm to
6 pm, is meant to share with residents the
resources available to them.

The first festival came about “as a result
of information gleaned from community
surveys performed by the City that suggest-
ed that residents were unaware of services
provided for their benefit,” said Betty
Macias, Virginia Avenue Park Senior
Administrative Analyst.

The festival, with a community informa-
tion booth representing over 40 non-profit
agencies, including local agencies, youth
groups, faith groups, and city services, is
meant to both combat that ignorance and
celebrate the community.

The theme of the festival is “United Youth
and Families,” and the event caters to young
and old alike by featuring keynote addresses
from both Santa Monica-Malibu United

School District Superintendent Dianne
Talarico and Pro-Skateboarder Terrell
Robinson.

Unity Awards will be presented to a hand-
ful of “community members who work
behind the scenes, the unsung heroes, to
thank them for the work they’ve done on
behalf of youth and families in Santa
Monica,” said Macias.

There will also be a number of musical
performances spanning reggae and soul with
La.Dee.Dred, jazz with Coop Inc. and the
John Adams Middle School Jazz Band, hip
hop with SoulReal, and traditional drum-
ming with the UCLA Hanoolim/Poonhmul
Drummers; and arts and crafts activities for
children.

The festivals were not originally slated
for the same weekend. The Non-Profit
Festival was rescheduled from Feb. 23 due
to rain.

Macias recalls unexpected rain at last
year’s Unity Festival did nothing to dampen
the mood of the festival.

“The atmosphere was wonderful
despite the fact that it started to rain in the
middle of the festival. People stayed. There
was dancing and some people were danc-
ing in the rain. We had such a broad cross-
section of attendants: from children to
seniors, and everybody enjoyed every
aspect of the festival.”

Both events are free and open to the public.

news@smdp.com

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
■ Send letters to editor@smdp.com

Nonprofit bonanza comes to town
FROM NONPROFITS PAGE 3

THIS IS A REALLY TERRIFIC WAY TO FEEL THE
COMMUNITY SPIRIT OF SANTA MONICA.”

Laurel Rosen, President and CEO of the Santa Monica Chamber of Commerce
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said Officer Mike Von Achen, who not only
works with Duke, but lives with him, as do
all the officers in the K-9 Unit, something
which helps build that strong bond between
the two partners.

The K-9s are often the first line of
defense, sent out into the darkness to search
for suspects who might be hiding with a
weapon, looking to harm anyone who comes
near. While officers would never send their
canine partners into a “suicide situation,”
they are bred and trained to be put into dan-
gerous situations and perform at a high
level, Von Achen said.

The harsh reality is these dogs are not con-
sidered to be on the same level as their human
counterparts by the law. One can be punished
for harming a police dog, but the penalty is not
as severe as when someone harms a cop. The
dogs are simply tools of the trade in the eyes of
the law, but for their partners, the dogs are def-
initely much more. They are like family, and
when one dies in the line of duty, it hurts just
the same as losing a fellow officer.

“You spend more time with them than
you do with your own family,” Von Achen
said with a tinge of sadness in his voice,
recalling memories of his former partner
who passed away. “When they die, it’s devas-
tating. It’s like losing a child.”

But the officers allow themselves to get
attached anyway, knowing full well that one
day their partner will pass on. It was nice to see
the dogs and their partners in the spotlight.

YOU’VE GOT TO EARN IT
While the K-9 Unit was the highlight of

the recent class, I would be remiss if I didn’t
mention the other presenters who took their
time to educate us about the process. They
included officers Kim Sloane and  Capris
Redondo, who are in charge of finding the
next batch of recruits, and Sgt. Henry
Ramirez of Internal Affairs, who is in charge
of investigating complaints against officers.

Sloane and Redondo started off their
one-hour session with the SMPD’s recruit-
ment video, which was enticing, all except
for the music. That was kind of cheesy but
what are you going to do?

After that, they laid out how difficult it is
to find quality candidates and how it’s a
challenge to get them through the academy.
It is a grueling process. Cadets are put
through military-type training with drill
instructors screaming in their faces. Aside
from marching and going through physical-
ly grueling drills, these cadets also must
write several papers during their six months
of training, and must study constantly, leav-
ing them little time for family or friends. It’s
a test of their commitment, and many fail.

“You have to learn time management,”
Sloane said. “Besides the physical fitness part
of it, there’s the educational aspect, and that
can trip many people up.”

Sloane said 50 to 60 percent of those
recruited don’t even get to the academy for
training. They are weeded out through a
series of tests and background checks that are
extremely thorough. Sloane and Redondo
will contact a potential cadet’s family, friends,
ex-girlfriends and high school principals to
get an idea of their moral character.
Oftentimes, it is little lies told by the recruit
that gets them disqualified.

All of the hard work and scrutiny made
me wonder why someone would want to go
through it. Then I saw how much a rookie
cop makes — $65,000 plus benefits and
overtime. I know it’s not all about the
money. Wanting to serve one’s community
is by far the most attractive part of being a
cop, but the ducats don’t hurt. All I know is,
I wouldn’t want Sloane or Redondo comb-
ing through my past. These ladies mean
business, and they are very enthusiastic
when it comes to their jobs. They enjoy
finding new recruits and helping maintain
a department they have come to love. The
passion is clearly there, and being a back-
ground investigator is a great way to move
up in the ranks.

No offense to Sgt. Ramirez, but the
Internal Affairs portion was a little dull. It’s
not his fault, it’s just that his job is all about
procedure, making sure things are done cor-
rectly so that no mistakes tarnish the process.
I have to give him credit for working in IA. It’s
not the most attractive job given the negative
stigma attached to it. You’ve seen the movies.
IA is often the subject of scorn, with good
cops like Michael Douglas’ character in “Black
Rain,” getting hit by “the suits.”

Santa Monica is different. Everyone
knows everyone because the department is
so small. Cops come up together. They know
who is working IA so there isn’t any animos-
ity, Ramirez said.

Luckily for him, Santa Monica has a very
professional police department that is rarely, if
ever, mentioned in news broadcasts for officers
going overboard. There have been some allega-
tions of misconduct, but nothing as major as
what happens in departments in other area

cities. There aren’t officers raiding the evidence
room, at least none that we’ve heard of.

One problem I had with the presentation
was that those who make complaints about
officers are not allowed to see what kind of
punishment is dished out if the officer is found
to have broken the law or the code of conduct.
To me, that’s wrong. It doesn’t foster trust
between the community and the department
and perpetuates this sense of departments
being closed off and somewhat above the law.

Ramirez explained that the law dictates
the privacy and is not something unique to
the SMPD. He said the department has a
great relationship with the community as a
whole and ensured us that if the conduct of
an officer was so egregious, or if there was a
pattern of abuse, they would no longer be
employed. I guess I’ll have to take him at his
word. I know officers have a right to have
their personal information protected, but
they are public servants with the duty of
protecting us — the public. They should be
held to a higher standard and if they do not
perform as they should, I think we should
know about it, but that’s just me.

I’ve always been somewhat leery of law
enforcement. Perhaps it’s because I’m a cyn-
ical reporter at heart who got his feet wet in
South L.A., where there were accusations of
misconduct flying left and right. But since
coming to Santa Monica, my attitude has
changed dramatically as I’ve gotten to know
officers on a more personal level. Thanks to
the academy, I’m starting to see a person
instead of just a badge. I’m seeing some per-
sonality — and that goes for the dogs, too.

kevinh@smdp.com

Learning to appreciate law enforcement
FROM ACADEMY PAGE 3
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SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 57°

SWELL FORECAST ( 4-6 FT )
Saturday, the NW swell will peak with size
expected to increase to chest high at most west
facing breaks, head high at times at standouts.
Southern hemi energy should back off to around
waist high. Sunday, a bit more activity from the
Gulf should keep west facing breaks in at least
chest high surf, head high at times at standouts.

LONG RAANGE SYANOPSIS
TRACKING SOUTHERN HEMIS AND NW FOR NEXT WEEK...

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA

Sports

By the Associated Press

WESTWOOD Now that UCLA has clinched
the Pac-10 regular-season title, it can focus
on continuing its run toward securing a No.
1 seed in the NCAA tournament.

The third-ranked Bruins look to close out
the regular season with a seventh straight
victory when they host California on
Saturday afternoon.

UCLA (27-3, 15-2) won 77-67 in over-
time at home over No. 7 Stanford on
Thursday to clinch its third consecutive reg-
ular-season conference title and secure the
No. 1 seed in next week’s Pac-10 tournament
at nearby Staples Center.

“It feels great. We’re going to soak it all
up,” said 6-foot-10 freshman Kevin Love,
who had 17 points and 10 rebounds for his
19th double-double.

The victory also put the Bruins in solid
position to earn a No. 1 seed in the NCAA
tournament, meaning UCLA can’t afford
to take California (15-13, 6-11) for grant-
ed as it tries to sweep the season series
from the Golden Bears, who have lost four
in a row.

Any slip-up leading up to the announce-
ment of the NCAA field could be costly for
the Bruins, who lost 76-69 to California in
the quarterfinals of last year’s Pac-10 tour-
nament and were given a No. 2 seed, but still
reached the Final Four.

Though UCLA has won four straight reg-
ular season contests against the Bears -
including a 70-58 road win on Jan. 5 - the
Bruins look to avoid a letdown after the
hard-earned victory over Stanford.

The win made Ben Howland the first
Bruins coach since John Wooden to win
three straight league titles. UCLA won three
consecutive Pac-10 titles from 1995-97, with
Jim Harrick winning two titles and Steve
Lavin the third.

Darren Collison had 24 points as UCLA
overcame a season-low 18-point first-half per-
formance to outscore the Cardinal by 12 in the
in the second half and 14-4 in overtime.

“When you want to win something so
bad, everything works in your favor,” said

Collison, who is averaging 17.0 points in his
last six contests.

Russell Westbrook scored 19 points, while
Luc Richard Mbah a Moute had 10 and 11
rebounds for the Bruins, who set a school
record for most regular season wins.

“We kept pushing past the adversity,” said
Love, the team’s leading scorer and rebound-
er who is averaging 18.5 points and 12.0
rebounds in his last four contests.

Love had 19 points with 14 boards, while
Collison added 14 points and five assists in
UCLA’s win over California in January.

The Bears lost 93-89 in overtime at
Southern California on Thursday for their
sixth loss in seven games. Patrick
Christopher scored 24 points and Pac-10
scoring leader Ryan Anderson added 22 and
12 rebounds for California, which has lost
three of its last four on the road.

“In the end, that’s what you have, your
pride, your fight, your effort,” California
coach Ben Braun said.“This group will come
together.”

Anderson, the 6-10 sophomore who’s
averaging 21.5 points and 10.0 rebounds
per contest, was held to 12 points and
eight boards against UCLA earlier this
season.

California is 2-5 against ranked opponents
this season with victories over then-No. 22
USC on Jan. 3 and on the road against then-
No. 9 Washington State on Jan. 31.

NCAA BASKETBALL

Bruins prepare
to take on Cal

By the Associated Press

LOS ANGELES John Wooden’s condition
improve again Thursday, and it appears the
former UCLA basketball coach will be
released from the hospital soon.

“Dad looks better than he did yesterday,”
daughter Nan Muehlhausen said in a state-
ment. “He is in good spirits. He has been up
walking and he had a shave this morning.
We are optimistic that he will leave the hos-
pital in the next few days.”

The 97-year-old coaching great fell at his

home Feb. 28, breaking his left wrist and col-
larbone. He was hospitalized the following
day. His wrist is in a cast and his arm will
have to be in a sling when he leaves the hos-
pital.

Wooden coached the Bruins to an
unprecedented 10 NCAA championships in
a 12-year span before retiring after the 1974-
75 season. His teams also had an 88-game
winning streak.

The family has requested that people do
not attempt to call or visit the hospital or
mail items for autographs.

NCAA BASKETBALL

Wooden’s condition improves 

IN THE END,
THAT’S WHAT

YOU HAVE, YOUR PRIDE,
YOUR FIGHT, YOUR

EFFORT. THIS GROUP
WILL COME TOGETHER.”

Ben Braun 
California coach

DO YOU HAVE COMMUNITY NEWS?
Submit news releases to editor@smdp.com or by fax at (310) 576-9913

Visit us online at smdp.com



People in theNews
WEEKEND EDITION, MARCH 8-9, 2008Visit us online at smdp.com 19

Starting Over?
We specialize in Residential Kitchens 
& Bathroom Remodels
No job too small

Roofing � Flooring � Plumbing � Tile
Countertops � Cabinetry � Carpentry

We will beat any legitimate bid by any contractor by 10%!

ALL FIELDS CONTRACTORS
287 S. Rober tson Blvd., Ste. 513 Beverly Hills

310 . 2 0 3 . 9 2 8 2

CROSSING GUARDS
(As Needed)

$12.48/Hr.  
Apply at:

City of Santa Monica, HR Dept.,
1685 Main St., PO Box 2200

Santa Monica, CA 90407-2200
310-458-8697 for application

www.smgov.net/hr

CAN’T FIND A DAILY PRESS NEWSTAND IN YOUR AREA? WE’LL TRY TO GET ONE TO YOU!

Call us at (310) 458-7737

This year you will have the ability to meet changing
goals and needs. Focus on building financial security.
Your immediate circle of friends changes as you
change. Those you network with could become demanding and touchy. Know when to walk away
from situations. If you are single, romance easily could knock on your door. This bond could be a
very different experience. Understand the role that fighting plays in your life. Do you use it to
distance yourself? If you are attached, the two of you need to stay focused on the same big pic-
ture. Share and agree to disagree in the process. ARIES can be helpful financially.

Happy Birthday
★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

Jacqueline Bigar is on the Internet at http://www.jacquelinebigar.com  (c) 2006 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★ Complication could be the name of the
game unless you decide to let go and run in a
new direction. Tonight: You choose.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★ Know when to back off and not get into
difficult situations. Tonight: Just for you.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★★ Zero in on what you want. In the back-
ground, a partner could be whispering:
“Careful. Easy. I don’t agree.” Tonight:
Whatever knocks your socks off.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★ Others seem to be in the business of
dropping mini bombs. Tonight: A must appear-
ance.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★ Events, people and situations will chal-
lenge your ability to take the high road.
Tonight: Try something new.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★ Examine and look past the obvious
when dealing with a partner. Tonight: Go along
with a close friend’s plans.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★ Don’t try to fight city hall. Let others do
what they need to do, whether you agree or
not. Tonight: Say yes to an invitation.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★ How you see the world could make you
aware of what needs to happen. Tonight:
Choose relaxing.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★ Tune in to necessities and what is impor-
tant. Tonight: Say when you have had enough.
Now go have fun.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★ Could you be causing yourself a lot of the
problems that are bubbling up? Tonight: Close
to home.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★ As you reach out to others, you might have
a little disruptive voice in your brain making com-
ments. Tonight: A favorite place with friends.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★ You could see that a friendship might be
more of a problem than a positive element in
your life. Tonight: Fun doesn’t have to cost.

For years, LOU PEARLMAN
wowed banks and investors
with slick talk and a lavish
lifestyle. But when the
one-time architect of the
Backstreet Boys and ‘N
Sync set his hand on a
courtroom Bible, he set
the act aside.

Pearlman pleaded guilty
Thursday to federal
charges of conspiracy,
money laundering and
making false statements
during a bankruptcy pro-
ceeding. The plea was the
result of a lengthy federal
probe alleging he bilked
investors and banks out of
more than $300 million.

Pearlman’s
Transcontinental Airlines
Inc. didn’t have 41 air-
planes, as he represented
to investors. He had two,
he said in court.

And he didn’t have a
German investment part-
ner with a $50 million line
of bailout capital, he
acknowledged. In fact, that

guy was also trying to get
money out of him.

“I’m accepting full
responsibility,” Pearlman
said in a roughly 50-
minute change of plea
hearing.

He will be sentenced
May 21, and faces up to 25
years in prison and a $1
million fine.

Pearlman also pledged
to help prosecutors locate
coconspirators and any
remaining assets, but
couldn’t explain to U.S.
District Judge G. Kendall
Sharp where the money
went.

Pearlman acknowledged
setting up a fake account-
ing firm to create business
documents and tax returns
for himself and his compa-
nies. He also admitted
using the signature of a
deceased former associ-
ate, Harry Milner, to push
off anyone seeking repay-
ment. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

End game
Boy band mogul Pearlman
pleads guilty to charges

ITZHAK PERLMAN has
canceled a concert
because of a shoulder
injury.

The 62-year-old
Israeli-American violinist,
who in 2003 was treated
for a rotator cuff tear on
his right shoulder, was to
perform Sunday at the
University of Missouri-
Columbia.

On Thursday, his
agent called to say he
needed to cancel
because of shoulder
inflammation, said
Kimberly Mouser, assis-
tant director of the
Concert Series.

“We are canceling
the performance this
weekend but are look-
ing for another date
with the hope of
rescheduling as soon as
possible,” said
Elizabeth Sobol,
Perlman’s manager.

Perlman’s recordings
have won 15 Grammy
awards. Last month, he
won a Grammy Award
for lifetime achieve-
ment. He was the
soloist in John Williams’
Oscar-winning score for
“Schindler’s List.” 

AP

PERLMAN CALLS IN SICK

Try something new, Leo
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Comics & Stuff

Girls and Sports By Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

The Other Coast By Adrian Raeside

By Jim DavisGarfield

By Brian Anderson

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Dog eat Doug

Janric Classic Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from Bronze (easiest) to Silver to Gold (hardest).

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure out which numbers are missing. Then,
based on the other numbers in the row and column of each blank cell,
find which of the missing numbers will work. Eliminating numbers will
eventually lead you to the answer.

Difficulty
GOLD

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

© 2006 Janric Enterprises Dist. by Creators Syndicate Inc.
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Comics & Stuff

By John Deering

By Dave CoverlySpeed Bump

Strange Brew

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

MYSTERY PHOTO Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com

The first one to identify where this shot was taken wins a prize from the Daily Press. Send
answers to editor@smdp.com.

19  32  33  41  48
Meganumber: 12
Jackpot: $37M

4  10  20  34  47
Meganumber: 19
Jackpot: $11M

3  7  17  21  26

MIDDAY: 7  5  7
EVENING: 7  5  9

1st: 01 Gold Rush
2nd: 09 Winning Spriit
3rd: 07 Eureka
RACE TIME: 1.41.13

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

1862 during the Civil War,
the ironclad CSS

Virginia (formerly USS Merrimack)
rammed and sank the USS
Cumberland and inflicted heavy
damage on the USS Congress, both
frigates, off Newport News, Va.

1702 England's Queen Anne
acceded to the throne

upon the death of King William III.

1782 the Gnadenhutten
massacre took place

as more than 90 Indians were slain
by militiamen in Ohio in retaliation
for raids carried out by other
Indians.

1854 U.S. Commodore
Matthew C. Perry

made his second landing in Japan;
within a month, he concluded a
treaty with the Japanese.

1874 the 13th president of
the United States,

Millard Fillmore, died in Buffalo, N.Y.

1917 Russia's ``February
Revolution'' (so called

because of the Old Style calendar
being used by Russians at the
time) began with rioting and
strikes in Petrograd.

TODAY IN HISTORY

■ Undignified Deaths: (1) A 25-
year-old woman jumped to her
death from a department store
roof in Tokyo in November and, as
sometimes happens with such sui-
cides, she landed on a pedestrian
(who was hospitalized in serious
condition). (2) At least five people
choked to death in Japan over New
Year's, as usual, from eating the
extremely sticky "mochi" rice
cakes that are a staple of the holi-
day. (3) In Ogden, Utah, in
December, a 73-year-old woman
was accidentally fatally run over
by a motor home. It was unclear
whether the first pass over her
was fatal, but the driver behaved
as others have: After feeling a
thumping sound, he said, he
stopped and backed up to see
what he had hit, thus driving over
the body a second time.
■ Latest Alarming Headlines:
(1) "Jilted Lesbian Rugby Player
Killed Herself After Brutally
Beating Lover Who Had Webcam
Affair" (Daily Mail (London)).
(2) "Man, 75, Hurt While Riding
Pet Buffalo" (MSNBC.com ver-
sion of an Associated Press
story). (3) "Boy Glues Hand to
Bed to Avoid School"
(MSNBC.com version of an
Associated Press story).

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

ccaabbaall  \kuh-BAHL; kuh-BAL\,
noun: 1. A secret, conspirator-
ial association of plotters or
intriguers whose purpose is
usually to bring about an over-
turn especially in public
affairs. 2. The schemes or
plots of such an association.
intransitive verb: 1. To form a
cabal; to conspire; to intrigue;
to plot. 

WORD UP!



CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For
information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm                      LOCATION 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

22 WEEKEND EDITION, MARCH 8-9, 2008 A newspaper with issues

Creative

TRAINED OPERA singer available to 
sing jolson songs, oldies. Available 
for all sorts of parties and occas-
sions. There will be a sing-a-long! 
Gabe (310)392-6501

Employment
**WALK INTO 2008 Olympic Games: 
luxury accommodations located next to 
the "bird's nest" with complete service, 
visit us at 
www.beijing2008rentals.com

APPT. SETTERS experienced in cold 
calling needed. Work P/T or F/T from 
home. scheduling to pick up clothing 
and household items for a blind char-
ity. Potential $400/week. Call Manny 
(310)753-4909

CHIROPRACTORS
POSITION available, fully equipped of-

fice with front office staff.
Fax resume to 323-525-1140, or email 

mindy.rosenman@yahoo.com

CO-OPPORTUNITY NOW HIRING! 
Community Deli Assistants

Go to www.coopportunity.com for 
more info or  stop by the store at 1525 
Broadway for an application.

COOK 
OCEAN HOUSE, an elegant senior liv-
ing residence in Santa Monica, is 
looking for an ideal candidate for it's 
line cook position. Duties include 
participating in the daily menu pro-
duction, preparing and coordinates 
daily breakfast, lunch and dinners 
from standardized recipes. Working 
line shifts daily to ensure speedy 
service. Ensuring kitchen equipment 
is clean, operable, and properly main-
tained on a daily basis. This is a full 
time position with benefits after 3 
months, medical, dental, vision.
401(k) plan and meal plan as well. If 
you have a great attitude and enjoy 
working on a great team, please come 
by and fill out an application at 2107 
Ocean Ave., SM,CA 90405 or fax a re-
sume to (310) 314-7356.

CUSTOMER SERVICE FULL TIME- 
$15/hour+benefits. Telephone services 
company in WLA with free parking. Ex-
perienced preferred but will train qual-
ity applicants. Great language skills 
and reliability a must. Call 
310-281-8888 for recorded details.

DANIEL'S PLUMBING Santa Monica is 
a local business that prides itself on 
great service and reliability. We are 
looking for like minded individuals to 
join our team. We offer good pay and 
benefits. Please call (310)954 7709

MUSIC BOOKING agency sales. p/t flex. 
(310)998-8305 xt 88

Employment
FIT FEMALE MODEL WANTED FOR FIG-
URE DRAWING BY ARTIST. No experience 
necessary call. (818) 501-0266

FRONT OFFICE receptionist wanted for a 
friendly and professional physical ther-
apy office, full-time. We are seeking a 
bright self starter with strong 
multi-tasking organizational, computer, 
and people skills. Job description in-
cludes answering phones, scheduling 
appointments, verifying insurance 
benefits, ordering supplies, filing and 
clerical duties. Call (310)828-2188 or 
fax resume to (310)829-1379

GIVE OF YOURSELF volunteers wanted 
at the discovery shop. Help us contrib-
ute to the American cancer society by 
spending 4 hours per week assisting in 
our resale shop in Santa Monica. Con-
tact Terry or Shaunna at (310)458-4490

IMMEDIATE POSITIONS available 
in the Environmental Services De-
partment. Looking for part time 
housekeepers/ floor techs. Hospi-
tal Experience preferred. Call 
(310)829-8431 for interview.

LEXUS SANTA Monica, the premier 
member of Mike Sullivan's LA Car Guy 
family of dealerships,
is recruiting 2 exceptional sales con-
sultants.
Amazing Opportunity for individuals 
who are extremely professional, pos-
ses Luxury Automotive Sales experi-
ence and who have career goals iden-
tified.
Please fax Resume w/cover letter to 
310-401-2906

LOOKING FOR A GREAT PART TIME 
JOB?
A leading Market Research Company 
is looking for Hosts/Hostesses for its 
Los Angeles Focus Group facilities lo-
cated in Santa Monica.  Must have 
previous experience in Hospitality, 
Hostessing, Hotel or Wait Staff or in 
Market Research or related field.  In-
terested applicants must be computer 
literate, responsible and flexible, well 
spoken and have previous experience 
with direct client interaction both in 
person and on the telephone.  
Job responsibilities include greeting 
clients, meal serving/clearing, audio 
& video recording as well as basic of-
fice and reception duties.  Please 
email with "CSR Position" in subject 
line for consideration to
mnorris@focuspointeglobal.com.

LOOKING FOR graphic designer/pro-
duction F/T in Santa Monica. Email 
resume to nikki@peprinting.com or 
fax to (310)314-6900 and please in-
clude salary requirements.

PETITIONERS WANTED
To gather signatures for registered 
voters to qualify ballot measures. You 
decide when/where to work. No experi-
ence nec. 

Up to $200/day or more.
24 hr. hotline (310)281-7529 or
Leave message (310)412-4888

(Special petition right now for Santa 
Monica residents to circulate)

Employment

MAGELLAN’S HAS been making travel 
safer, more comfortable and reward-
ing since 1989 by offering innovative, 
quality travel products and clothing. 
Voted the #1 travel store in Santa 
Barbara again in 2007, we’re looking 
for individuals to join our team of 
travel gear experts. We are currently 
recruiting for the following positions:
FT/PT RETAIL SALES 
Retail associates are responsible for 
providing exceptional service to our 
customers, ringing up sales and par-
ticipating in visual merchandising, 
inventory, and all special store 
events.  Weekend availability is re-
quired.  Benefits for 30+ hrs/wk.
Magellan’s offers a fun and challeng-
ing work environment as well as com-
petitive compensation, medical, den-
tal & vision insurance and a 401K 
with employer match. Please forward 
your resume and cover letter to:  Mag-
ellan’s, 1006 Wilshire Blvd. Santa 
Monica, CA 90401; Fax 
805-564-8014; E-mail: HR@magel-
lans.com

MANAGER 
EL Segundo - immediate opening 
for an experienced manager to over-
see entire operations of very busy, 
state-of-the-art carwash.  
Responsible for personnel, hiring, 
training, scheduling, customer serv-
ice matters, Inventory control; oversee 
equipment maintenance, multiple 
daily sales computer reports. 
This location has been profiled in 
multiple magazines and is considered 
one of the busiest car washes in the 
nation.  It also serves as the training 
center for investors, customers, in-
dustry leaders, and all corporate per-
sonnel.   
Candidate must posses minimum of 5 
yrs management exp, excellent com-
puter skills, mechanical aptitude a 
plus. Weekend work required. 

F/T with benefits, Excellent Pay
Fax to Maria 310 673-0276  or email 

to mariaa@nswash.com 

PART-TIME OR FULL-TIME Driver. Must 
have own car, need to be familiar with 
L.A. have Ca. driver’s license, English 
speaking. Can earn up to $100/ a day. 
Submit resume to bsberkowitz@aol.com

PART-TIME SALES position for legal sec-
retaries. Our attorney service is looking 
for referrals to law firms. Referrals re-
sult in ongoing commissions. Submit 
resume to bsberkowitz@aol.com

IRRIGATION SYSTEMS SPECIALIST
Santa Monica College 

FT $3,858-$4,690/mo + benes. 
Graduation from HS or GED

+ 3 years exp. (310)434-4410 
or www.smc.edu/jobs

SALES OF Cruise & Tour Pkgs
30 hrs/wk Flex sch. Base + Comm

Pd. Tng. No cold calling
40 yr Natl tour Co. Near LAX 

New facility. 
Aaron 1 800 922 9000

Employment
SALES PROS:
Exciting opportunity with industry 
leader. Entering our 24th yr in Santa 
Monica, we need self motivated and 
success oriented individuals wanting 
to work from home. Training + Great 
commissions + bonuses. Talk 
with Fortune 1000 business execu-
tives. We supply great new leads and 
existing accounts from our database 
Full time/Part Time
Call or email Valerie for interview:
vteague@shomex.com, 
(310) 450-8831 (ext 133)

SEEKING AN experienced resident man-
ager team for a 40 unit apt. bldg in 
Venice. Strong leasing and mgt. Skills 
needed, light maintenance skills re-
quired, compensation is a free one 
bdrm apt. plus monthly salary. Please 
fax resume to (310)306-4498 or email 
to supervisor2@jkwproperties.com

US SECURITY Associates has immediate 
openings in Malibu, Topanga, Studio 
City, and Santa Clarita. Please apply in 
person Mon-Fri 8am-4pm. Benefits, 
must have guard card, must be 18 
years or older, high school diploma or 
equivalent. (626)960-4054 1520 West 
Cameron Ave. suite 225, West Covina, 
91790 EOE

Career Opportunities
CREATE WEALTH and Freedom now. 

Make your Annual income 
your Monthly income.

Training, no exp. nec. 800-541-5892. 
iseekgrowth.com

For Sale
SPA/HOT TUB 2008 Model. Neck Jets. 
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used. 
Can deliver. Worth $5950, sell for 
$1950 (310) 479-3054

Employment Wanted
JOB WANTED! Elder Care/Child Care. 
Have own car. References. Worked at St. 
John’s for 25 years. (805)551-9111

Instruction
LESLIE GRAY, One-on-One Tutorials
English, ESL, SAT, ACT, Advanced 
Placement, Study Skills, L.D., Teaching 
Experience: 16 years LA and NYC school 
systems. (310)395-1895

Bookkeeping Services
QUICKBOOKS BOOKKEEPING service, 
personal or  businesses.  Online ver-
sion available.  Call 310 977-7935

For Rent
3 HOUSES for rent in Santa Monica, 
close to college, move-in ready,1828 
21st st.  Front house 3bdrm/1bath 
$3500, back house 3bdrm/1bath 3500, 
middle house 1bdrm/1bath $1800. all 
hardwood floors, new kitchen cabinets, 
gated parking. Call(714)450-0224

For Rent

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310) 869-7901

12321 Ocean Park  2bd/1ba $2495,
1234 11th st 1bd/1ba $1650

PLEASE Visit our website 
for complete 
listings at:

www.howardmanagement.com

LA 1523 Holt ave, unit 3, 2bdrm/1bath 
upper unit, $1400. stove, fridge, carpet, 
blinds, laundry, parking, no pets, 
9310)578-7512 jkwproperties.com

MAR VISTA, 11621 Braddock Dr. unit 9, 
2bdrm. 1.5 bath, $1400, townhouse 
style, stove, carpt, w/d hookup, patio, 
gated parking, carpet, intercom entry, 
no pets. (310)967-4471 
www.jkwproperties.com

WLA  $2425, 2+2 unobstructed ocean 
view/ sunsets, top of hill, private sun-
deck, newly redeco, clean and quiet, 
(310)390-4610

Apartment Wanted

SEEKING GUEST house in SM, Pacific 
Palisades, MalibuVenice area. Clean, 
quiet, non-smoking, responsible, 
working female. Excellent Refer-
ences
Wendy (310)749-0787

Roommates
SEEKING ROOMMATE for retired senior 
lady, male or female, Palm Springs. All 
resort amenities. $600/month. 
(760)322-3740

Commercial Lease

HIGH EXPOSURE ground floor retail 
space in Santa Monica. Approx. 600 
sq.ft. with large storefront window. 15 
ft exposed beam ceilings, exposed 
brick walls.
Tenant is responsible for utilities (ap-
prox 250/mo). Available for move-in 
in 30 days. Available to view immedi-
ately. Sublease.
The space is between Fred Segal and 
the Third Street Promenade. Next to 
independent retailers, Vans, Active, 
Benihana, Border Grille, two large 
parking structures.
Term: through July 2011. Please call 
310-922-4060 
for more details.

SANTA MONICA 2941 Main Street. 
Creative office space 
$750-$1000/month. 
Parking available. 
MDR 13322 Washington 500-1900 sq. 
ft. office space for lease. 
PAR Commercial 
(310)395-2663.xt.112

Legal Services

Considering Filing
for Bankruptcy?

“Your Local Santa Monica Attorney”

• Free phone consultation
• Speak to your local 
Santa Monica Attorney

• Get the facts now

A PROFESSIONAL LEGAL CORPORATION

2001 Wilshire Blvd
Santa Monica CA 310 453 8320

www.lawgross.com

Real Estate

Condos for Sale

PLAYA VISTA: FINAL OPPTY -

CLOSEOUT PRICING: 2bd+2ba
for $547,204! Playa Vista. Special
financing through the builder's
preferred lender. Models also for
sale. Contact Coronado by Warm-
ington Homes CA. 310-857-2850.

www.warmingtonhomesca.com.

PLAYA VISTA: NEW CONSTRUCTION:
Loft inspired living

from the mid - $500,000's! Co
certo Lofts by Warmington Homes
CA. Call: 310-857-2850 or visit us

at: www.LIVEatCONCERTO.comADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737
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Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

Shop our easy-to-use directory  for services of every kind. 

Post your serv ices by call ing today !

Prepay your ad today! 458-7737(310)

Massage

5’2” HOURGLASS Figure offers 
full-body sensual massage. Very pri-
vate, very discreet. Incall/ Outcall 
special rate, Crystal (310) 339-6709.

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your body, 
mind, spirit.  Therapeutic bodywork/en-
ergy healing. Strictly non-sexual. Intro-
ductory specials $68.00. Lynda, L.M.T. 
(310) 749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and tender 
relaxing body work by mature Europen. 
Very Professional, Sonja 
(310) 397-0433.

Personals

��
Talk to a Model

24HRS.
310-424-5787

Cust. Asst.:
949-999-5900

$10–17 for 15 min.
Credit/Debit cards/Checks by Phone

www.USLove.com

Services

BILL WALTER - LOCKSMITH
Residential & Commercial

License # LCO-4438
Emergency Service 24/7

(310) 396-7784

GREG’S CABINET & FURNITURE
REFINISHING

(Kitchen)
CCabinett Refinishing

Specialist
gregscabinetrefinishing.com

2015 3/4 Main St, SM
310.396.8741

LLC
INCORPORATION

DBA
COPYRIGHT
TRADEMARK
CONTRACTS

DIVORCE
NOTARY SERVICES

NAME CHANGE
LIVING TRUST

WILL
SMALL CLAIMS

and many more 
services available ...

make your 
difficult legal matters

easy on yourself

Services

FREE
1ST VISIT

� Expert Psychotherapist
and Life Coach

� For young adults 
(18-39)

� 20 Years of Experience

Roxy DeCou
LCSW BCD

Sliding scale
Insurance Accepted

Lcs # 8622

Call (310) 456-6197

Services

Gen. Contracting

A/C 
CONSTRUCTION

General Construction
Commercial & Residential

Remodel & Add ons
Honest.  Reliable.

FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

Handyman

WEST SIDE
HANDYMAN

(310) 409-3244
Call the House Healer

All
Repairs-

Carpentry- Painting-
Plastering- Electrical

Termite & Dry
Rot Repair

Not a
Licensed

Contractor

Services

HHandyy Man

• Carpentry
• Frame/Finish 

• Foundation/Concrete 
• DryWall, Paint, Elec.
• Lighting Landscape
• Hardscape Furniture
• Architectural Design

• Plans & Permits
-Green & Sustainable

-Free Consultation
-Unlicensed

10% off 1st Job
27 Years exp.

Calll (310)) 430-2806

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
SPECIALISTS IN ALL 

DAMAGE REPAIR

Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

LIC# 888736
“HOME SWEET HOME”

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

Moving

Services

Therapy

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILLL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

(310)) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

Tutoring

LESLIE GRAY
One-on-One

Tutorials
English • ESL • SAT • SAT II • ACT 

• Advanced Placement • Study
Skills • L.D.

Teaching Experience:
16 Yrs. LA and NYC 

school systems

(310) 395-1895
lalany@adelphia.net  

SELL YOUR 
CAR FAST!
Advertise your used car for sale in the 
only LOCAL DAILY newspaper in town.

$45FOR ONLY

1964 Pontiac Catalina
New Transmission, new paint job. 150K
original miles. Immaculate condition
inside. Kept in garage for many years.
Must see! 
$3,000 (310) 458-7737

Run it until it sells!*

Package includes:
■ Ad runs until your car sells. Period.*
■ Large format photograph.
■ 20 word description.
■ FREE online placement!

Call us today at
(310) 458-7737
Take advantage of this great offer.

Ad shown actual size

SAMPLE AD!

*Terms and conditions. Ad will run for thirty (30) consecutive
days. After 30 days, ad will expire and advertiser must call to sched-
ule a free renewal. Ads are renewed for an additional 2 weeks.
Advertiser must call within 5 days of ad expiration to renew. If renew-
al is placed after 5 days of ad expiration, advertiser must pay full price.
Photographs must be submitted digitally in JPG or TIFF format. Email
photographs to anniek@smdp.com. Photographs only appear on
print edition. 20 word description maximum; additional words 50
cents. Call for more details. Private parties only. Terms subject to
change without notice.

RUN YOUR
PERSONALS HERE
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

ODDS OF A CHILD
PERFORMING AT CARNEGIE HALL:

1 in 73,000

ODDS OF A CHILD BEING
DIAGNOSED WITH AUTISM:
1 in 166

To learn the signs of autism, visit autismspeaks.org

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

BOLD IT! MAKE YOUR AD STAND OUT

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737
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