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Council moves to research and refine ‘gift ordinance’ 
despite opposition from Councilmembers Hall and Raskin

Drugs and alcohol remain leading 
killer of LA’s homeless population  

Santa Monica’s strict rules on 
gifts and gratuities may be loosened 
a little pending a study of similar 
rules in neighboring cities. 

The current rules were approved 

earlier this year and prohibit 
Councilmembers from attending 
events or eating free food unless 
they are doing so in an official 
capacity. However, just what 
constitutes a ceremonial role and 
at what point are the City’s interests 
served by Councilmembers 

attending functions has become a 
point of confusion, forcing multiple 
case-by-case rulings by city staff. 

In response, Mayor Lana Negrete 
and Councilmember Barry Snell 
asked the City Manager

With millions already spent, bond projects continue 
throughout SMMUSD

A litany of Santa Monica-Malibu 
Unified School District construction 
projects were discussed by the 
SMMUSD Board of Education 
this past week, all centered around 
updates on the district’s bond 
program.

The first measure spoken of by 
district staff was Measure ES, a four-
way split of $385 million between 
Malibu, Samohi, SMMUSD 
technology and other Santa Monica 
projects. The vast majority of the 
funds have already been used, 
with just $919,200 unpaid funding 
left, with another $1.63 million in 
anticipated technology costs.

Measure SMS, passed by Santa 
Monica voters in 2018, is a $485 

Courtesy Graphic
PROJECTS: The Samohi Student Services and Student Center is just one of the litany of projects funded by Measure QS.
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Drug and alcohol overdoses 
continued to be the leading cause of 
death among Los Angeles County's 
homeless population in 2023, 
accounting for 45% of all deaths 

despite increased distribution of 
the overdose-reversal medication 
naloxone, according to a county 
report released Thursday.

The Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health's 
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Vote for us for your Most Loved General 
Contractor Licensed in Santa Monica!

818.217.4881

CRUZ CONSTRUCTION

cruz-construction.com
cruzconstuction@hotmail.com

Ad. No guarantee of outcome. Each case is different.

Personal Injury Attorneys 
+ 

Sexual Abuse

www.mcgeelerer.com (310) 231-9717 Free confidential consultation

If your child attended Santa Monica Police Activities 
League (PAL) or went to Memorial Park or Virginia Park 
during the late 1980s to early 2000s, your child may 
have come in contact with and been sexually abused 
by Eric Uller, who masqueraded as a police officer. 

PUBLIC NOTICE

Over almost 30 years, he 
sexually abused hundreds of 
boys and girls.

Victims were often too 
scared or ashamed to tell 
their parents.

Many victims have moved 
away and don’t know they 
have a right to make a claim.  

Share this notice. There may 
still be time to file a claim.

1847 14th Street, Santa Monica, CA 90404 ▪ (310) 458-8717 (on-call - 24/7)
woodlawn.cemetery@santamonica.gov ▪ www.woodlawnsm.com

City of Santa Monica

WOODLAWN
Cemetery

Mausoleum
Mortuary

FD #2101

● Tradi�onal Burial ● Green/Natural Burial ● Crema�on
● Funeral Planning & Mortuary Services

ALL IN ONE LOCATION

Helping families honor,
remember, and celebrate life.

‘Bandit’ tow companies target 
LA wildfire victims

Photo by Joel Angel Juarez for CalMatters
DISASTER: Vehicles remain stuck in mud after being swept away by mud and debris flows 
along Mendocino Street near Tanoble Drive after heavy rainfall triggered multiple mudslides 
in the Eaton Fire burn scar area in Altadena on Feb. 14, 2025. 

After the Eaton Fire leveled more than 
9,400 structures in the Altadena community 
in January, Los Angeles County Supervisor 
Kathryn Barger spotted a disturbing Facebook 
post titled “Eaton Fire Hall of Shame.”

An Altadena resident posted that a tow 
company called her husband in the middle of 
the night during the fire, claiming the city had 
authorized it to tow their car.  Weeks later they 
learned the company had taken the vehicle to 
Ontario and was demanding $3,000 to return 
it.

Other residents responded to the post, 
recounting similar scams.

Barger asked the residents to contact 
her if they had suspicious experiences with 
tow companies amid the wildfire, said 
Helen Chavez Garcia, spokesperson for the 
supervisor’s office. 

“She thought it was egregious that just one 
person experienced this,” Chavez Garcia said. 
“As more information came to her office, we 
found out that there were more people affected 
by this.”

When Barger contacted the Inland Empire 
Auto Insurance Fraud Task Force, she learned  
the Eaton Fire was just the latest occasion when 
“bandit” tow companies targeted motorists, 
hauling cars to shops in Riverside or San 
Bernardino counties and then holding them 
for ransoms of thousands of dollars.

“They did it before there was any perimeter 
set up, before the (California Highway Patrol) 
got there, while the fire was still going,” said 
task force supervisor Sgt. Regina Garay. “A 
lot of people have filed stolen car claims; tow 

SEE BANDIT PAGE 12
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WINNER

AWARD WINNER

Draw Date: 3/5
24  28  40  63  65
Power#: 20
Jackpot: 320 M

Draw Date: 3/4
14  19  47  52  70
Mega#: 6
Jackpot: 233 M

Draw Date: 3/5
3  13  17  23  35
Mega#: 24
Jackpot: 7 M

Draw Date: 3/5
8  18  26  29  34

Draw Date: 3/5
EVENING: 9  5  0

Draw Date: 3/5
MIDDAY: 8  6  8

Draw Date: 3/5
1st: 10 - Solid Gold
2nd: 02 - Lucky Star
3rd: 06 - Whirl Win
Race Time: 1:42.41

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number information, mistakes can occur. In 
the event of any discrepancies, California State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game 
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery retailers. Visit the California State Lottery 
web site at http://www.calottery.com

Friday: Sunny, with a high near 59. North northwest wind 5 to 
15 mph becoming west southwest in the morning. 
Friday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 44. Northwest wind 
around 5 mph becoming northeast after midnight.
Saturday: Sunny, with a high near 65. Calm wind becoming 
south southwest around 5 mph in the afternoon.
Saturday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 46.

2025/03/07	 Fri	 03:01 AM	 4.92	 H
2025/03/07	 Fri	 11:21 AM		  -0.28	 L
2025/03/07	 Fri	 6:57 PM		  3.24	 H
2025/03/07	 Fri	 10:24 PM	 2.85	 L
2025/03/08	 Sat	 04:32 AM	 4.98	 H
2025/03/08	 Sat	 12:21 PM		 -0.62	 L
2025/03/08	 Sat	 7:23 PM		  3.60	 H
2025/03/08	 Sat	 11:48 PM		 2.47	 L
2025/03/09	 Sun	 06:43 AM	 5.20	 H
2025/03/09	 Sun	 2:05 PM		 -0.82	 L
2025/03/09	 Sun	 8:47 PM		   3.90	 H
2025/03/10	 Mon	 01:42 AM	 2.00	 L

Date	                Day        Time (LST/LDT)    Predicted  (ft)High/Low

Peaky swell mix and improving conditions after Thursday’s blow-through 
of WNW flow. Chunky peaks at the combo beachbreaks - still a little raw 
out of the gates but improving and wind looks favorable most of the 
morning. Blend of SSW swell and WNW swell for surf in the waist-chest 
high range, while top combo breaks west of Dume hit head high.

Confidence is increasing we’ll see weak offshore wind in the early AM 
stay light through a good chunk of the morning before trending onshore 
in the afternoon. Most breaks will be best before the tide gets too 
drained.

Slowly fading but still fun waves going into the weekend, with AM 
winds looking favorable. Down from Friday but still plenty of fun waves 
left off a fading mix of SSW and WNW swell, showing most size in the 
morning. Winds looking to stay on the lighter side, most favorable in 
the morning. Smaller surf on Sunday, while nice morning conditions 
expected to hold then.

FRIDAY SURF:
FAIR

Thigh to waist
2-3FT

SATURDAY SURF:
POOR TO FAIR

Knee to thigh
1-2FT

WATER TEMP: 55.6

Photo by Rich Pedroncelli, AP Photo
BUDGET: Gov. Gavin Newsom delivers a briefing of his proposed 2025-26 state budget at 
Stanislaus State in Turlock on Jan. 6, 2025.

GUEST COMMENTARY
Send comments to editor@smdp.com

California uses gimmicks instead 
of addressing the heart of its 
budget problem

One of the many gimmicks that 
California’s governors and legislators 
employ to paper over budget deficits, thus 
avoiding real spending cuts or increasing 
taxes, is to assume some level of savings 
from making state agencies and programs 
more efficient.

They will plug arbitrary numbers into the 
budget from such supposed efficiencies, 
then, along with other gimmicks, declare 
that the budget gap has been closed and 
pat themselves on the back for the feat.

The 2024-25 budget is a prime 
example of such political expedience. As 
enacted last June it totaled $297.9 billion, 
of which $211.5 billion was general fund 
spending. But the budget assumed that 
the state would receive $207.2 billion in 
general fund revenues, so it had a gap to 
bridge.

Gov. Gavin Newsom and legislators 
turned to a series of gimmicks and indirect 
loans to close the gap, including $2.9 
billion from assumed efficiency savings in 
state agencies and state universities.

However, when Newsom unveiled a 
2025-26 budget proposal in January, 
the plan acknowledged that while the 
universities met their relatively tiny 
savings goal of $200 million, other 
agencies would reduce spending by just 
$800 million, or less than a third of their 
$2.7 billion goal.

The new budget also revealed that 
2024-25 general fund spending had 
ballooned to an estimated $232 billion — 
$21 billion more than the final version had 
assumed — and while projected revenues 
had also increased to $217 billion, the 
2024-25 deficit would widen to $15 billion.

Last month, the Legislature’s budget 
analyst, Gabe Petek, reported that his 

staff was having difficulty getting accurate 
information from the administration about 
the underachieving efficiency decree.

“We have tried to get information from 
some of the larger departments to better 
understand what types of operational 
changes are being implemented to 
achieve the identified savings,” Petek 
wrote. “As we discuss in greater detail 
later, we have received limited information 
thus far.”

This venture into the weeds of state 
budgeting generates two observations: 
One, that gimmickry is an integral part 
of the current process, and second, that 
the state faces chronic gaps between 
income and outgo, a condition dubbed a 
“structural deficit.”

It is an ongoing mismatch between 
what the state’s tax system can produce 
in revenues and what current law says 
must be spent. The problem dates back 
to 2022 when Newsom declared that the 
state had a $97.5 billion surplus, based on 
surging revenues.

He and legislators raised spending 
sharply on that assumption, but it proved 
to be an illusion, resulting in the income 
and outgo gap that will continue at least for 
the remainder of Newsom’s governorship 
— unless he and legislators make real 
spending cuts or increase taxes.

Moreover, the destructive and deadly 
wildfires that swept through Los Angeles 
will impact both the revenue and spending 
sides of the state’s ledger, more than 
likely increasing the structural deficit.

Newsom and legislators have already 
approved a $2.5 billion appropriation for 
fire-related costs, which would increase 

SEE GIMMICKS PAGE 12
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Photo by Miguel Gutierrez Jr., CalMatters
POLITICS: Construction on the state Capitol in Sacramento on April 29, 2024.
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Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Reflecting on 50 years of 
writing about California’s 
politics — and still counting

This week is a personal milestone, 
marking a half-century of writing about 
California’s ever-changing political 
ambiance.

My move into the Sacramento Union’s 
Capitol bureau on March 3, 1975, was part 
of its effort to become more competitive 
with The Sacramento Bee.

The Bee had a large Capitol staff and 
believed that its only real competition in 
the political arena was the Los Angeles 
Times. Al Donner, who had been the 
Union’s sole Capitol reporter, and I were 
determined to change that situation.

The Capitol was undergoing one of 
its periodic political upheavals, so it was 
— in a journalistic sense — a target-rich 
environment. Jerry Brown, the 36-year-
old son of former governor Pat Brown, had 
been inaugurated as governor just two 
months earlier and was already becoming 
something of a political pop star.

Jerry’s vaguely left-leaning political 
persona contrasted sharply with that of 
predecessor Ronald Reagan, and he was 
making waves by filling his administration 
with civil rights advocates, farmworker-
union sympathizers and environmental 
zealots.

Although Brown’s fellow Democrats 
held majorities in both houses of the 
Legislature, he was unpopular, having 
based his campaign on picturing the 
Capitol as a cesspool of corruption that 
needed cleansing. He had sponsored 
a successful 1974 ballot measure, the 
Political Reform Act, to limit campaign 
contributions and what lobbyists could 
spend on legislators to, as he put it, “two 
hamburgers and a Coke.”

Brown’s youth and brash disdain for 
unwritten Capitol protocol irritated a 
Legislature composed almost entirely of 
white middle-aged or even elderly men. 
One senator had been first elected to the 
Legislature in 1938, the year Brown was 
born.

There were a few women in the 
Assembly, but the first woman wasn’t 
elected to the Senate until 1976. Brown, 
on the other hand, appointed a number 
of women to major administration posts, 
most notably Rose Bird, whom he later 
named as chief justice of the state 
Supreme Court, and Adriana Gianturco, 

who earned legislators’ scorn for blocking 
new freeway construction and helping 
institute carpool lanes.

Brown’s clashes with the Legislature, 
his two presidential campaigns and 
battles between the two parties for control 
provided copious opportunities for scoop-
minded journalism as Donner and I waged 
guerrilla war against the Bee. For several 
years, we beat everyone to the state 
budget before it was officially released 
by Brown.

Donner and I — and later a third Union 
reporter — had a lot of fun in those days. 
However, after covering the Capitol for a 
few years, I came to believe that California 
politics needed another approach and 
began writing a daily column about 
the relationship between California’s 
evolution and its politics.

That column launched in January 
1981, continued for three years in the 
Union and 33 years more in The Bee 
before changing venues again in 2017 to 
CalMatters — about 11,000 columns so far, 
and still counting.

Among other things, the column 
allowed me to appraise the huge contrast 
between Brown’s first governorship and 
his second several decades later.

The contrasts extend beyond Brown’s 
persona, however. As California’s 
demography evolved, so did the 
Legislature’s — many fewer white men, 
many more women, Latinos and Asian 
Americans and many with gender 
identities or sexual orientations that 
people were less tolerant of in 1975.

That said, today’s Legislature is less 
overtly corrupt but more secretive and 
less deliberative than it was 50 years 
ago. Committee hearings on bills were 
genuinely pertinent then but are mostly 
meaningless charades now.

California has nearly twice as 
many people as it did in 1975 and its 
demographic attributes and its economy 
have undergone massive transformations. 
Sadly, the Capitol’s ability — or willingness 
— to deal with the political issues arising 
out of those changes has diminished.

By Dan Walters. This article was originally published 
by CalMatters.

GET IT
DAILY...
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TRANSIT SECURITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE: 
A total of five seats available for terms ending June 30, 2027

Of the five seats, three seats hold the following requirements:
▪ One seat available for a member with experience working with individuals    
 with psychiatric, developmental, or other disabilities
▪ One seat available for a member who is a youth advocate
▪ One seat available for a member with law enforcement experience

Applications due by noon, April 15, 2025.
Appointments to be made by City Council, April 22, 2025.

No Santa Monica City Employee may serve as a member of any Board or Commission.

The State Political Reform Act requires certain officeholders to disclose their interest and 
income which may be materially affected by their official action.  The applicants appointed to 
serve in these positions will be required to file a Statement of Economic Interest (Form 700) 
upon assuming office, and annually thereafter.

Applications are available on-line at: www.smgov.net/boards 
All current applications on file will be considered. 

Disability related assistance and alternate formats of this document 
are available upon request by calling (310) 458-8211.

CITY OF SANTA MONICA 
NOTICE INVITING APPLICATIONS TO THE

NEWLY CREATED
TRANSIT SECURITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

5 OPEN SEATS

Classifieds
CLASSIFICATIONS
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale
Furniture

Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted	
Travel
Vacation Rentals

Apartments/Condos 
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roommates
Commercial Lease
Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services
Computer Services

Attorney Services
Business 
Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm
LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

FOR QUOTES PLEASE CALL 310-573-8074
 or email cindy@smdp.com

Name Change

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 
CHANGE OF NAMECase No. 
25STCP00201 Superior Court 
of California, County of Los 
AngelesPetition of Stephen 
Leander Castaneda   for Change 
of Name. TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS: Petitioner or Attorney: 
Stephen Leander Castaneda   with 
this court for a decree of changing 
names as follows: Stephen Leander 

Castaneda   to Stephen Leander 
Smith   . The  court orders that  all 
persons interested in this matter 
shall appear before this court at 
the hearing indicated below to 
show cause, if any, why the petition 
for change of name should not be 
granted. Notice of Hearing: Date 
04/04/2025 Time: 8:30 a.m, 
Dept: 45 Room: 529 The address 
of the court is SUPERIOR COURT 

OF CALIFORNIA – COUNTY OF LOS 
ANGELES Alhambra Courthouse 
111 North Hill Los Angeles, CA 
90012.   A copy of this Order to 
Show Cause shall be published 
at least once each week for four 
successive weeks prior to the date 
set for hearing on the petition in 
the following newspaper of general 
circulation, printed in this county: 
Santa Monica Daily Press

sixth annual mortality report revealed 2,508 
people experiencing homelessness died in 
2023, with the mortality rate plateauing for 
a second consecutive year after a devastating 
56% increase from 2019 to 2021.

While the overall homeless mortality rate 
remained high at 3,326 deaths per 100,000 
people, it increased just 1% from 2022 to 
2023, following a 2% increase the previous 
year. 

Public Health officials said earlier 
reporting of a plateau in overdose mortality 
in 2022 was revised after an unusually high 
number of unexplained causes of death in 
their provisional death file for 2022 were 
belatedly assigned causes (mostly drug-
overdoses) after a backlog of medical 
examiner cases requiring toxicology testing 
was cleared. 

Officials attribute this year’s plateau 
largely to stabilized drug overdose death 
rates.

"Despite the continued plateau in drug 
related overdoses among people experiencing 
homelessness, we are still facing the worst 
overdose crisis in history," said Dr. Gary Tsai, 
director of the Bureau of Substance Abuse 
Prevention and Control.

The distribution of naloxone tripled from 
2021 to 2023, which health officials believe 
helped stabilize overdose deaths. However, 
the report emphasized that fentanyl 
remained present in 70.4% of all overdose 
deaths, underscoring the continued high risk 
for unhoused individuals who use drugs.

Coronary heart disease ranked as the 
second leading cause of death at 14%, with 
its mortality rate surging 22% from 2022 to 
2023 — the largest increase recorded since 
2016. The increase affected both males and 
females and was most pronounced among 
White and Latino homeless individuals.

Transportation-related injuries remained 
the third leading cause of death, with rates 
plateauing but still 50% higher than 2019 
levels. On average, a homeless person was 
killed by a moving vehicle in LA County 
approximately every other day, with 95% of 
those deaths among pedestrians and cyclists.

The homicide rate, the fourth leading 
cause of death, decreased 25% from 213 
to 159 deaths per 100,000 people — the 
first reduction since 2019. The decrease 
was particularly significant among Black 
homeless individuals, among whom 
homicide deaths fell from 8% to 4% of total 
deaths.

Suicide rates, the fifth leading cause, 
remained relatively stable, consistently 
higher among younger homeless individuals 
and among White and Latino populations.

COVID-19 mortality, which peaked in 
2021, continued to decline in 2023.

The report highlighted increased risk 
of death faced by homeless individuals. In 
2023, people experiencing homelessness 
were 4.5 times more likely to die, an increase 

from 3.8 times in 2022.
These disparities were even more 

pronounced among certain demographics. 
White homeless individuals faced mortality 
rates seven times higher than White people 
in the general population. Among Latino 
homeless individuals, the rate was 4.8 times 
higher, while Black homeless individuals 
died at 2.7 times the rate of Black people in 
the general population.

"Homelessness is deadly. And while this 
plateau is better than an increase, even one 
person dying on our streets is one too many," 
said Los Angeles County Supervisor Janice 
Hahn. "Getting people out of encampments 
and into shelters saves lives and we should 

double down on harm reduction and 
preventing overdoses."

County officials made several 
recommendations, including ensuring rapid 
access to housing and shelter, expanding 
harm reduction services, improving access 
to health services, and collaborating with 
local governments to reduce traffic deaths 
among homeless residents.

"This report reinforces that shortening the 
timeframe people experience homelessness 
is a matter of life or death," said Supervisor 
Holly J. Mitchell.

Barbara Ferrer, director of the Los 
Angeles County Department of Public 
Health, emphasized the need for "focused 
actions" to reduce mortality disparities 
and improve health outcomes among the 
homeless population.

The report used data from the LA County 
Office of the Medical Examiner, California 
state death records, and the annual point-
in-time homeless count. The next report, 
covering 2024 data, is expected in early 2026.

editor@smdp.com

HOMELESS
FROM PAGE 1

Homelessness 
is deadly. And 
while this plateau 
is better than an 
increase, even one 
person dying on 
our streets is one 
too many
- Janice Hahn, Los Angeles 
County Supervisor

office (310) 458-7737
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Summons

Summons Cross Complaint   
(Citacion Judicial - Contrademanda  
) Sum-110CASE NUMBER (Número 
del Caso):CVPS2400165 NOTICE 
TO CROSS DEFENDANT: (AVISO 
AL CONTRA-DEMANDADO): 
NED ANDREW WALKER, LORI 
ANN BONGIORNO PRIMO dba 
A NEWHERITAGE, LTD, and ROES 
1 to 50, InclusiveYOU ARE BEING 
SUED BY CROSS-PLAINTIFF: 
(LO ESTÁ DEMANDANDO 
EL CONTRADEMANDANTE): 
GOLDENVOICE, LLC and COACHELLA 
MUSIC FESTIVAL, LLC,NOTICE!  
You have been sued.The court may 
decide against you without your 
being heard unless you respond 
within 30 days. Read the information 
below.You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS 
after this summons and legal papers 
are served on you to file a written 
response at this court and have a 
copyserved on the plaintiff. A letter 
or phone call will not protect you. 
Your written response must be in 
proper legal form if you want the 
court to hear yourcase. There may 
be a court form that you can use for 
your response. You can find these 
court forms and more information 
at the California CourtsOnline Self-
Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/
selfhelp), your county law library, 
or the courthouse nearest you. If 
you cannot pay the filing fee, ask 
thecourt clerk for a fee waiver form. If 
you do not file your response on time, 
you may lose the case by default, and 
your wages, money, and property 
maybe taken without further warning 
from the court.There are other legal 
requirements. You may want to call 
an attorney right away. If you do not 
know an attorney, you may want to 
call an attorneyreferral service. If you 
cannot afford an attorney, you may 

be eligible for free legal services from 
a nonprofit legal services program. 
You can locatethese nonprofit groups 
at the California Legal Services Web 
site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), 
the California Courts Online Self-
Help Center(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/
selfhelp), or by contacting your local 
court or county bar association. 
NOTE: The court has a statutory 
lien for waived fees andcosts on any 
settlement or arbitration award of 
$10,000 or more in a civil case. 
The court’s lien must be paid 
before the court will dismiss the 
case.¡AVISO! Lo han demandado. Si 
no responde dentro de 30 días, la 
corte puede decidir en su contra 
sin escuchar su versión. Lea la 
información acontinuación.Tiene 
30 DÍAS DE CALENDARIO después 
de que le entreguen esta citación y 
papeles legales para presentar una 
respuesta por escrito en estacorte 
y hacer que se entregue una copia 
al demandante. Una carta o una 
llamada telefónica no lo protegen. 
Su respuesta por escrito tiene que 
estaren el formato legal correcto 
si desea que procesen su caso en 
la corte. Es posible que haya un 
formulario que usted pueda usar 
para su respuesta.Puede encontrar 
estos formularios de la corte y más 
información en el Centro de Ayuda 
de las Cortes de California (www.
sucorte.ca.gov), en labiblioteca de 
leyes de su condado o en la corte 
que le quede más cerca. Si no puede 
pagar la cuota de presentación, 
pida al secretario de la corte quele 
dé un formulario de exención de 
pago de cuotas. Si no presenta su 
respuesta a tiempo, puede perder 
el caso por incumplimiento y la 
corte le podráquitar su sueldo, 
dinero y bienes sin más advertencia.

Hay otros requisitos legales. 
Es recomendable que llame a un 
abogado inmediatamente. Si no 
conoce a un abogado, puede llamar 
a un servicio deremisión a abogados. 
Si no puede pagar a un abogado, 
es posible que cumpla con los 
requisitos para obtener servicios 
legales gratuitos de unPrograma de 
servicios legales sin fines de lucro. 
Puede encontrar estos grupos sin 
fines de lucro en el sitio web de 
California Legal Services,(www.
lawhelp california.org), en el Centro 
de Ayuda de las Cortes de California, 
(www.sucorte.ca.gov) o poniéndose 
en contacto con la corte o elcolegio 
de abogados locales. AVISO: Por ley, 
la corte tiene derecho a reclamar 
las cuotas y los costos exentos por 
imponer un gravamen sobrecualquier 
recuperación de $10,000 ó más de 
valor recibida mediante un acuerdo 
o una concesión de arbitraje en un 
caso de derecho civil. Tiene quepagar 
el gravamen de la corte antes de que 
la corte pueda desechar el caso.The 
name and address of the court are (El 
nombre y dirección de la corte son)— 
Palm Springs Courthouse3255 E. 
Tahquitz Canyon WayPalm Springs, 
CA 92262The name, address, and 
telephone number of plaintiff’s 
attorney, or plaintiff without an 
attorney, is:(El nombre, la dirección 
y el número de teléfono del abogado 
del demandante, o del demandante 
que no tiene abogado,es): Thomas P. 
Gmelich, Esq./ Lena J. Marderosian, 
Esq./Patrick J. Glinka EsqBRADLEY 
GMELICH & WELLERSTEIN 
LLP700 N. Brand Blvd 10th Floor, 
Glendale, CA 91203Date (Fecha) 
09/25/2024Officer/Clerk of Court 
Clerk By (Secretario Por)  Victoria 
LopezDeputy ( Asistente) /s/

office (310) 458-7737

and City Attorney to survey other cities 
and bring amendments to the Gift Resolution 
and Gratuity Ordinance to create exceptions 
for attending City of Santa Monica economic 
development and cultural events in which 
Councilmembers are expected to attend to 
represent the City.

“I want to be cognizant that [the last rule 
change] created a lot of questions in which 
the city attorney's office has to spend however 
many hundreds of dollars an hour they have 
paid to discern whether or not you could 
attend an event,” Negrete said, introducing 
the item.

“Furthermore, there was the question 
going back and forth of whether or not I could 
attend Frieze – or if any of the councilmembers 
could without having to pay –  in which the 
Economic Development Department realized 
this is ridiculous, because we want our city 
councilmembers to be represented at these 
events,” she added.

Snell concurred, “I signed on to this because 
I’d like to see how other cities are handling it. 
Our rules at this point in time are really, really 
strict and I want to make sure that I'm able to 
attend events and that other councilmembers 
are able to attend events without jeopardizing 
the gift resolution ordinance.”

“Nobody is doing this job for a free meal 
or the opportunity to get a ticket somewhere. 
I think we're all genuinely up here to serve 
the community,” Negrete said, adding that 
it was nonsensical to be in a position where 
members of council would avoid going to 
an event “because they're afraid of being in 
conflict with this rule.”

Hall offered his opinion, “I would point 
out that in section 1c sub paragraph seven 
of the resolution we passed on February 11, 
it specifically states that the term ‘gift’ does 
not include ‘free admission to a ticketed 
event for the official and one guest, where 
the official performs a ceremonial role at the 
event, such as throwing out the first pitch or 
free admission food, nominal items, such as 
pens, notepads or similar items available to 
all attendees at the event where the official 
makes a speech.’

“I inherently have a deep problem with 
us being invited to events that are hundreds 
of dollars for the average person to attend 
by virtue of our position. You know, while I 
appreciate the invitation to events like Cirque 
du Soleil, Frieze and the Equality Awards. 
Cirque and Frieze are businesses that operate 
on city land, and they come to the city council 
for permission to do so,” he said, before 
being corrected by City Attorney Doug Sloan 
that Frieze could be approved by the City 
Manager. 

Hall continued, “I just have a deep problem 
with organizations that lobby the City or 
lobby us as individual councilmembers or 
as a body that we would be given, you know, 
free stuff or free attendance at these events 
without us having some form of official action 
to do there.”

“You've got to create bright line rules,” 
Councilmember Ellis Raskin said, adding, 
“I mean there very well could be situations 
in which a member of the Council goes to 
restaurants and says, ‘I'm entitled to eat free 
here because my official capacity is council 
member. I'm promoting our city's business by 
doing meals and letting people know about 
this,” before conceding that he was “pulling 
that out of thin air.”

Raskin continued, “But I'm also a little 
bit concerned about creating even more staff 
work by looking at, you know, going out 
and spending, I don't know how much time 
this can take, but looking at all the other 
communities, seeing how they're doing it…”

Negrete retorted, “We're doing it for all 
the other items and it takes more time every 
time we go to an event and lawyers have to 
get involved in the City Attorney's office to 
discern whether or not someone can attend. 
This has happened four times since we made 
the rule, and it's taken multiple staff members.”

Councilmember Natalya Zernitskaya 
was in agreement with Negrete’s and Snell’s 
proposal, but added, “When a motion is made 
on this, if the maker and the seconder would 
be amenable to including that in the direction 
to the City Manager and City Attorney, to 
look at other creative ways to help allow folks 
to attend these types of events, I would be 
supportive of that.”

Negrete made a motion with this friendly 
amendment that was seconded by Snell. Every 
councilmember with the exception of Hall 
and Raskin voted yes and thus it passed 5-2.

 scott.snowden@smdp.com

COUNCIL
FROM PAGE 1

Nobody is doing 
this job for a 
free meal or the 
opportunity 
to get a ticket 
somewhere. I 
think we’re all 
genuinely up 
here to serve the 
community
- Lana Negrete, Mayor

To learn how to feature your upcoming 
event on the SMDP and various digital 
event calendars

Contact dina@smdp.com today!
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310.395.9922 | 100 WILSHIRE BLVD #1753, SANTA MONICA, CA 90401 | SMOSESCPA@AOL.COM

VOTE FOR SAMUEL B. MOSES FOR YOUR 
MOST LOVED SANTA MONICA CPA!

If you don’t like what we 
have to say we will 

give you a copy of your 
x-rays at no charge

YOUR CHOICE

FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!!!

(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!!)

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTEIN

1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

(310) 736-2589
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

AND OF COURSE WE DO
 • Invisalign    • Periodontist on Staff    • Oral Surgeon on Staff

• Cosmetics and Implants    • Zoom bleaching    • and more

OR

TRY  

$99 EXAM
AND CLEANING

For New Patients 
INCLUDES FULL XRAYS

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$20 EXAM
INCLUDES 

FULL XRAYS

ARIZONA AVE.
WILSHIRE BLVD.

14TH ST.

15TH ST.★

DENTAL CARE 
WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!

WE OFFER UNIQUE SERVICES
*Nitrous Oxide available

*No interest payment plans
*Emergencies can be seen today
*Our dentists and staff members 

are easy to talk to

*Offer to non insured patients

*Offer to non insured patients

OUR NO OBLIGATION

COMMUNITY NEWS
Citywide

Homeless woman arrested for trio of arsons along Santa Monica 
Blvd.

Santa Monica police arrested a homeless woman Tuesday morning suspected of setting multi-
ple fires along a commercial corridor after 
firefighters spotted her attempting to ignite 
another blaze.

Theresa Lynn Barron, 45, was taken into 
custody around 5:48 a.m. after Santa Monica 
Fire Department personnel requested emer-
gency police assistance for multiple arsons 
in the area of Alley 19 and Santa Monica 
Boulevard, authorities said.

Officers responding to the scene found 
Barron holding a lighter near 19th Street 
and Colorado Avenue, according to police. 
Investigators determined she had just set a 
third fire near Alley 19 and Broadway that 
was actively burning when authorities arrived. 
Firefighters quickly extinguished the flames.

Police said witness statements helped 
identify Barron as the suspect. Authorities 
described her as homeless and originally from 
Alabama with no prior arson arrests.

The arson locations included a trash con-
tainer near a bus stop at Alley 19 and west-
bound Santa Monica Boulevard, a sign in the 
1900 block of Santa Monica Boulevard, and 
large blue city recycling containers in the 1500 
block of Alley 19.

No injuries were reported in connection 
with the fires.

Santa Monica police and fire officials urged residents to report any suspicious activity immediately 
by calling 911 or the non-emergency dispatch at 310-458-8491.

EDITED BY SMDP STAFF

Courtesy photo
FIRE: The suspect was arrested this week.
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160 Wadsworth Ave

Listed by Alphonso Lascano, •DRE #01723550
Listed by Bjorn Farrugia, •DRE #01864250
•Carolwood Estates

3 BR 2 BA, 1,584 Sq Ft

$3,495,000
SANTA MONICA

917 Howard St

Listed by Kerry Ann Sullivan •DRE 01927932
• Pardee Properties

4 BR 4 BA, 3,132 Sq Ft

$2,200,000
SANTA MONICA

Brentwood

All data gathered at redfin.com

NEWLY LISTED THIS WEEK

357 N Bonhill Rd

Listed by Cli�ord Rowe, •DRE 00986502
Listed by Andrea Tzadik, •DRE 00984361
•Compass

4 BR 5 BA, 4,251 Sq Ft

$4,995,000

SANTA MONICA

2622 2nd St Unit 2

Listed by Oliver Thornton, •DRE 01969227
•Hollywood Estates
Listed by Michael Maganza, •DRE 01853463
•Brentwood Real Estate Group

3 BR 3 BA, 1,884 Sq Ft

$2,395,000

SANTA MONICA

521 Montana Ave Unit 104

Listed by Ilyse Cohen,• DRE 02185932 
• The Agency

1 BR 1 BA, 930 Sq Ft

$935,000

SANTA MONICA

32 Dudley Ave

Listed by Chelsea Steinkamp 
• DRE 02041674  
• Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
California

3 BR 2.5 BA, 2,530 Sq Ft

$3,795,000

VENICE

2512 28th St Unit 105

Listed by Scott Price •DRE 01418572  

• Compass

4 BR 3.5 BA, 2,412 Sq Ft

$2,125,000

SANTA MONICA
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Vote for

as your Most Loved 
Santa Monica Lawyer!

Robert J. Tobias

310.451.4849

Practicing Personal Injury law in Santa 
Monica for 50 years!

1541 Ocean Ave #200, Santa Monica, CA 90401

BBoouurrggeett  BBrrooss..  BBuuiillddiinngg  MMaatteerriiaallss  
1636 - 11th Street 

Santa Monica, CA  90404    ●   (310) 450-6556 

bourgetbros.com 

Roofing Supply 

Bourget Bros. is your roof 
repair headquarters, with a 
complete supply of adhe-
sives, tapes, sheeting and all 
the required 
tools. 

Pacific
PalisadesMalibu

Marina
del Rey

Venice
Beach

 

160 Wadsworth Ave

Listed by Alphonso Lascano, •DRE #01723550
Listed by Bjorn Farrugia, •DRE #01864250
•Carolwood Estates

3 BR 2 BA, 1,584 Sq Ft

$3,495,000
SANTA MONICA

917 Howard St

Listed by Kerry Ann Sullivan •DRE 01927932
• Pardee Properties

4 BR 4 BA, 3,132 Sq Ft

$2,200,000
SANTA MONICA

Brentwood

All data gathered at redfin.com

NEWLY LISTED THIS WEEK

357 N Bonhill Rd

Listed by Cli�ord Rowe, •DRE 00986502
Listed by Andrea Tzadik, •DRE 00984361
•Compass

4 BR 5 BA, 4,251 Sq Ft

$4,995,000

SANTA MONICA

2622 2nd St Unit 2

Listed by Oliver Thornton, •DRE 01969227
•Hollywood Estates
Listed by Michael Maganza, •DRE 01853463
•Brentwood Real Estate Group

3 BR 3 BA, 1,884 Sq Ft

$2,395,000

SANTA MONICA

521 Montana Ave Unit 104

Listed by Ilyse Cohen,• DRE 02185932 
• The Agency

1 BR 1 BA, 930 Sq Ft

$935,000

SANTA MONICA

32 Dudley Ave

Listed by Chelsea Steinkamp 
• DRE 02041674  
• Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
California

3 BR 2.5 BA, 2,530 Sq Ft

$3,795,000

VENICE

2512 28th St Unit 105

Listed by Scott Price •DRE 01418572  

• Compass

4 BR 3.5 BA, 2,412 Sq Ft

$2,125,000

SANTA MONICA



smdp.com10 ADVERTISEMENTWEEKEND EDITION, MARCH 7 - MARCH 9, 2025

EAT AT SANTA MONICA’S BELOVED

BLUE PLATE TACO
SUPPORT LOCAL AND DINE WITH US ON OUR WARM &

COZY PARKLET OR ORDER TO-GO! GREAT TACOS, FAMOUS
MARGARITAS, SUNSET VIEWS, & SO MUCH MORE. 

SANTA MONICA
SANTA MONICASTAPLE FORSTAPLE FOR13 YEARS13 YEARS
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FRIDAY | MARCH 7
VASTHY AND FRIENDS
4 - 5 p.m. Santa Monica Playhouse, 1211 4th St. An 
interactive family musical for kids 4-10. Free tickets, 
free goody bags for the kids. For more information, 
visit santamonicaplahyouse.com.

SHABBAT DINNER AT THE BEACH
5:30 p.m. Shul on the Beach, 505 Ocean Front Walk. 
Watch the sunset over the ocean and embrace the 
warmth of Shabbat. Join Shabbat Across America 
and the Shul on the Beach Community along with 
fellow Jewish professionals, for a joyous evening filled 
with delicious food, fine wine, uplifting conversation, 
heartfelt singing, and inspiring Torah insights. Tickets 
$39-$44, to purchase visit: https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/shabbat-dinner-at-the-beach-with-shab-
bat-across-america-tickets-1254160370429?aff=oddt-
dtcreator.

SATURDAY | MARCH 8
BARE ROOT FRUIT TREE WORKSHOP
9 - 11 a.m. Main Street Community Garden, 2318 Main 
St. Join this very special workshop about how to grow 
Bare Root Fruit Trees successfully and to celebrate 
Women’s History Month. Daniela Roveda, UC Master 
Gardener and co-leader for the Master Gardeners’ 
Orchard Team, will focus on planting, regular care, 
pruning and other tips you need to know to grow Bare 
Root Fruit Trees successfully. The program includes 
Bare Root Tree giveaways, those interested can visit: 
https://www.santamonica.gov/events/4wdh5wvs-
n1e8p444m83ttjqjmb/202503080900.

SUNDAY | MARCH 9
RUBBERBAND
2 p.m. BroadStage, 1310 11th St. BroadStage presents 
RUBBERBAND – the electrifying fusion of hip-hop, 
classical ballet, and contemporary dance. Originally 
from Los Angeles, Artistic Director Victor Quijada’s 
innovative choreographic vocabulary breaks barriers, 
blending the raw dynamic of hip-hop/break with the 
purity of classical formalism. For tickets, visit: https://
broadstage.org/tickets-shows/calendar/rubberband/. 

YOGI
5:30 - 6:45 p.m. Santa Monica Playhouse, 1211 4th St. 
Part of the Binge Free Festival, “Yogi” is a journey with 
Mayuri and the Goddess of Death, Kali, as they inves-
tigate absurdities of Western Yoga culture. Includes 
post-show Q&A with the cast. Free performance.

MONDAY | MARCH 10
LANDMARKS COMMISSION
7 p.m. City Council Chambers, Santa Monica City Hall, 
1685 Main St. Established in 1975, the mission of the 
Landmarks Commission is “To protect improvements 

and areas which represent the City’s cultural, social, 
economic, political and architectural history; safeguard 
the City’s historic, aesthetic and cultural heritage; and 
promote the use of landmarks and historic districts for 
the education, pleasure and welfare of the people.”

TUESDAY | MARCH 11
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS FOR SENIORS AND THEIR 
CAREGIVERS
2 - 3 p.m. Community Room, Montana Branch Library, 
1704 Montana Ave. Senior care advocates from Wise 
& Healthy Aging discuss how to make a plan, build a 
kit, and stay informed. Attendees will receive a free 
emergency kit upon completion, while supplies last.

DUNGEONS & DRAGONS CLUB
4:30 - 6 p.m. Multipurpose Room, Santa Monica Main 
Library, 601 Santa Monica Blvd. Join the adventure for 
one-shot sessions with characters you created, or pick 
up a ready-made character for the day’s journey. All 
materials provided. For ages 9-14.

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
5:30 p.m. City Council Chambers, Santa Monica City 
Hall, 1685 Main St. The City Council is made up of 
seven members elected at-large for staggered four-
year terms. Every two years, after each election, the 
City Council selects one of its members to serve as 
Mayor and another to serve as Mayor Pro Tempore. 
The City Council also sits as the following bodies for 
the City of Santa Monica: Housing Authority, Parking 
Authority, Public Financing, Redevelopment Successor 
Agency and Audit Subcommittee.

WEDNESDAY | MARCH 12
COMPUTER BASICS - ONLINE SAFETY:
10:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. Computer Training Room, Santa 
Monica Main Library, 601 Santa Monica Blvd. Tips and 
tricks to protect yourself from scams when working or 
playing online. For beginners.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS NEWCOMERS MEETING:
5:45 - 6:15 p.m. Colorado Center Community Room, 
2500 Broadway. Do you have a problem with food 
or weight? Always struggling to diet or control your 
eating? Overeaters Anonymous might be for you. This 
newcomers meeting is open to all, at no charge. The 
primary purpose is to abstain from compulsive eating 
and compulsive food behaviors and to carry the mes-
sage of recovery through the Twelve Steps of OA to 
those who still suffer.

LITERARY LOUNGE:
6:15 - 7:30 p.m. Tutoring Center, Santa Monica Main 
Library, 601 Santa Monica Blvd. Discover the joys of 
social reading at the Literary Lounge, a space for 
bibliophiles to bond over books with music and liter-
ary-inspired cocktails. Bring your own book or choose 
one from a collection of staff favorites. Supported by 
the Friends of the Santa Monica Public Library.

DISABILITIES COMMISSION
6:30 p.m. SMI Room, Civic Center Parking Structure, 
333 Civic Center Dr. The Disabilities Commission helps 
improve the quality of life for people with disabilities 
in Santa Monica by prioritizing issues of concern and 
advising the City Council and City Staff on those issues. 
The Commission recommends ways to maximize par-
ticipation of people with disabilities in all facets of 
City life and increase awareness of the abilities, rights 
and issues of people with disabilities throughout the 
community.

IALA’S ANNUAL NOWRUZ EVENT
6:30 - 10:30 p.m. 1212 Santa Monica, 1212 3rd Street 
Promenade. Celebrate the Persian New Year with IALA, 
featuring an open premium bar, gourmet dining, live 
DJ and dancing space. Tickets $85, to purchase visit: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ialas-annual-nowruz-
event-tickets-1242749861289. 

THURSDAY | MARCH 13
IMMIGRATION SERVICES OFFICE HOURS
12 - 2 p.m. Study Room 1, Pico Branch Library, 2201 
Pico Blvd. Come in for a free consultation on immi-
gration services with an attorney from the nonprofit 
African Communities Public Health Coalition. This 
nonprofit organization offers free assistance with 
family-based immigration, including Petition for Alien 
Relative, VAWA and DACA. Services available on a first 
arrival basis.

TECH & TASKS
2 - 4 p.m. Tutoring Center, Santa Monica Main Library, 
601 Santa Monica Blvd. Volunteer tutors provide help 
with reading documents or written tasks, using mobile 
devices, navigating government websites, filling out 
forms, using email, writing resumes and more.

KIDDIE KARAOKE
3:30 - 4:30 p.m. Community Room, Montana Branch 
Library, 1704 Montana Ave. Sing your favorite songs 
with friends. Celebrate Women’s History Month with 
songs by your favorite female singers. For ages 5-11 
years old.

LAND USE, DEVELOPMENT AND MOBILITY COMMITTEE
4 - 5 p.m. 2800 28th St. Suite 170. Focuses on issues 
influencing the operation of businesses in Santa 
Monica including permitting, zoning, parking and 
access. For more information, visit smchamber.com. 

EMERITUS STUDENT PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION
5 - 6:30 p.m. Virtual. The Santa Monica College 
Emeritus exhibition opens with a Zoom event, featur-
ing student photographers speaking about their work 
and will be hosted by Emeritus Gallery Curator Jesse 
Benson. For more information, visit: https://www.
smc.edu/calendar/index.php#event-details/2196bbed-
f893-4d34-a104-c1b5bd695a8e. 

SANTA MONICA PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD MEETING
6 - 8 p.m. Community Room, Montana Branch Library, 
1704 Montana Ave. This is a special meeting of the 
Library Board, the public is welcome to attend. Agenda 
and minutes available at https://www.santamonica.gov/
events/4gqsy4jbpje7pwacs7ebjygs4y/202503131800. 

PAPERMAKING WITH SOPHIA ALLISON
6 - 7:30 p.m. Propeller Gallery, 3026 Airport Ave. Join 
for a papermaking workshop with Camera Obscura 
Artist-in-Residence Sophia Allison. Learn basic paper 
making techniques utilizing recycled materials such as 
junk mail, old homework, newspapers or a variety of 
almost any kind of paper. Sophia will discuss the mate-
rials and basic equipment and demonstrate step-by-
step how to create pulp, pull the pulp using a screen 
and create handmade papers. Sophia will also show 
examples of her own handmade papers and artwork 
that incorporates the paper making processes.

HOLLYWOOD ADJACENT
6:30 - 8 p.m. Santa Monica Playhouse, 1211 4th St. Part 
of the Binge Free Festival, “Hollywood Adjacent” fea-
tures a tale of consent, fame and bizarre office politics. 
Written and produced by Zach Ring, directed by Kazu 
Takeda. Free performance. 

RENT CONTROL BOARD
7 p.m. City Council Chambers, Santa Monica City Hall, 
1685 Main St. The Rent Control Board meets to con-
duct business associated with the Rent Control Charter 
Amendment and Regulations.

FRIDAY | MARCH 14
PILATES - CORE WORK
11 a.m. - 12 p.m. Venice Branch Library, 501 S. Venice 
Blvd. Develop strength, flexibility and balance through 
the fusion of Pilates mat movement. All levels wel-
come. Please be early. Class starts on-time at 11am. No 
entry after the first ten minutes.

TWO-STEPPIN’ INTO ST. PADDY’S
8 - 11:59 p.m. Brennan’s, 4089 Lincoln Blvd., Marina 
del Rey. Westside’s wildest St. Paddy’s celebration is 
kicking things off early with line dancing, discounted 
drinks and great music. Green attire highly encouraged. 
Tickets $12, to purchase visit: https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/two-steppin-into-st-paddys-line-dancing-live-
music-gettin-lucky-tickets-1245242486799. 

SATURDAY | MARCH 15
FRUIT TREES IN SALT SPACES
9 - 11 a.m. Ishihara Park Learning Garden, 2909 
Exposition Blvd. Whether Meyer Lemons, Kumquats 
or Finger Limes are to your liking, a discussion will be 
held on how to pick a variety that works for small spac-
es and the maintenance and care that are required for 
potted fruit trees. Seasonal vegetable seeds will be 
available and there will be a raffle of a couple small 
fruit trees for a few lucky folks to take home. 



smdp.com12 LOCALWEEKEND EDITION, MARCH 7 - MARCH 9, 2025

the deficit even more unless he can 
persuade President Donald Trump to 
send federal aid. Even with a federal 
bailout, however, Newsom is likely to 
leave his successor, whomever that might 
be, with a fiscal headache.

Newsom surely hopes to skate through 
without either deep spending cuts or 
increasing taxes, while continuing to cover 
the chronic gaps with gimmicks such as 
arbitrary efficiency savings, direct and 
indirect loans and creative bookkeeping.

He has even increased spending in 
some categories despite the sluggish 
revenues, most spectacularly — and most 
irresponsibly — jacking up state subsidies 
for the Southern California film and video 
industry.

Sending more money to Hollywood 
while telling state universities to 
tighten their belts, potentially impacting 
enrollment, would seem to be the height 
of misplaced priorities.

By Dan Walters. This article was originally published 
by CalMatters.

GIMMICKS
FROM PAGE 3

companies just took them.”
Officials don’t know how many cars were 

fraudulently towed.
Last year, the task force — which includes 

the state Department of Insurance, California 
Highway Patrol and Riverside and San 
Bernardino County district attorneys —  
investigated and charged 16 people accused 
of stealing money, property or personal 
information in similar auto fraud incidents 
starting in 2022. That alleged auto fraud ring 
made false insurance claims for the towed 
vehicles totaling more than $216,932, the 
Insurance Department said. 

In those cases, unscrupulous tow truck 
operators responded to reported accidents, 
claiming to represent drivers’ insurance 
companies, the department said.

“(Drivers) are already nervous, scared, 
maybe even hurt,” Garay said. Tow companies 
“would tow the car to a body shop and have 
them sign papers, offer them a ride home. And 
then they find the body shop is holding their 
car for ransom … for a large ransom.”

Investigators don’t have evidence that the 

fraud ring cases were connected to the Eaton 
Fire incidents, Garay said. 

“It’s not that it has to do directly with 
the case, it just happens to be bandit tow 
companies,” she said.

The state Insurance Department cautioned 
drivers to look for certain red flags. Tow truck 
drivers may show up within minutes of an 
accident, ask the driver to sign documents and 
then take the car to a specific body shop rather 
than requesting the driver’s preferred shop. 

Anyone who suspects a tow company 
is not legitimate should verify it with their 
insurance company or wait for the Highway 
Patrol to confirm it. Drivers shouldn’t sign 
any documents at an accident site without 
contacting their insurance company.

Barger’s office said some wildfire survivors 
are still trying to recover their cars.

“I find it disgusting that these fraudulent tow 
operators exploited fire survivors during their 
time of distress,” Barger said in a statement. 
“Those behind this abhorrent scheme must be 
held accountable and brought to justice.”

By Deborah Brennan. This article was originally 
published by CalMatters.
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million general obligation bond for Santa 
Monica facilities, divided into Samohi ($260 
million) and other Santa Monica ($225 
million) projects. 

One Measure SMS project that was just 
completed was the John Adams Middle School 
library, which held its ribbon cutting on Feb. 
19. The library, district staff noted, was “a 
real mess” before the construction, with extra 
repair work bringing the construction costs 
above its original $1.5 million budget.

Another SMS endeavor completed 
is the new Exploration Building & Gold 
Gym at Samohi, though minor items like 
water leaks from February rains still remain. 
Construction of a groundwater recharge 
system and permanent bleachers for the 
Samohi track and field are anticipated to 
complete in early May. Other SMS projects 
include the Will Rogers Learning Community 
Early Education Building (on schedule to 
open Fall 2025) and the McKinley Elementary 
School Administration & Classroom Building 
(on schedule to complete in February 2026).

Measure M was primarily a way to 
forge forward in the Malibu Campus Plan, 
identifying needs at the Malibu Middle 
School and Malibu High School campus. A 
total of over $189 million in funding has gone 
toward the new Malibu High School building, 
which commenced in October 2023 and is 
now 80% complete. The project, staff noted, 
is “significantly ahead of schedule” and will be 
complete by the Spring 2026 semester, despite 

recent fires and winds delaying certain work.
The latest bond measure was passed by 

Santa Monica voters in November, that being 
Measure QS, totaling $495 million broken 
down into $104 million for Samohi, just 
over $252 million for middle and elementary 
projects, and just over $138 million for Santa 
Monica-wide endeavors. The highest-costing 
project from QS will be the Samohi Phase 4A 
undertaking, which is the Student Services 
and Student Center Building.

The building, at 51,000 square feet, looks 
to replace the Samohi Business Building by 
having a College and Career Center, space 
for clubs, a Health and Wellness Center, a 
Black Box Theater (replacing the Humanities 
Center) and designated classrooms. 
Construction commencement on the building 
looks to be in December 2026, with building 
occupancy anticipated for August 2028. 

Another part of QS is the modernization 
and construction of Early Education spaces 
at Grant, Roosevelt and Franklin Elementary 
School. The Grant project is a modernization, 
while the other two are new constructions. 
Roosevelt Principal Amy Onyendu was 
thankful for the addition of new Transitional 
Kindergarten and Kindergarten classrooms, 
as well as new teacher meeting areas, that will 
come with construction.

“Ultimately, this project will positively 
impact student learning by providing inviting, 
functional spaces that support holistic 
development and foster a love for learning at 
Roosevelt,” Onyendu said.

thomas@smdp.com
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SUBJECT: 

Notice is hereby given that the City of Santa Monica will hold a public hearing to receive 
community input to inform the development of the 2025-29 Consolidated Plan and the 2025-
26 Annual Action Plan. The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
provides annual CDBG and HOME entitlement funds to the City of Santa Monica. As a recipient 
of these federal funds, HUD requires the City to develop a five-year Consolidated Plan for 
housing and community development which identifies high priority needs and the associated 
goals, strategies, and resources anticipated over a five-year period. The Annual Action Plan 
delineates the City’s specific projects and activities for one-year use of CDBG and HOME funds 
to address the City’s housing and community development high-priority needs, as specified 
in the Consolidated Plan. The plans are due to HUD 45 days prior to the beginning of the new 
program year. Prior plans and reports are available at https://www.santamonica.gov/community-
development-block-grant-and-home-investment-partnership-programs.

DATE/TIME: THURSDAY, MARCH 20, 2025 AT 6:00 PM  
Check agenda at www.smgov.net/rpc  prior to meeting to confirm start time

The agenda will also be posted at the Santa Monica Institute (SMI) room, located at 330 Olympic 
Drive in Santa Monica at least 72 hours in advance of the meeting.  The agenda is subject to 
change up to 72 hours prior to a regular meeting and 24 hours prior to a special meeting.  Please 
check the agenda prior to the meeting for changes.

LOCATION: City Council Chambers, Second Floor, Santa Monica City Hall, 1685 Main Street,  
           Santa Monica, California

HOW TO COMMENT
The City of Santa Monica encourages public comment. Oral public comment can be given 
in person on the day of the meeting. Members of the public unable to attend in person, but 
wishing to provide comment are strongly encouraged to submit written comments via email to 
RecreationAndArts@santamonica.gov. Written public comment submitted before 12:00 pm on 
the day of the meeting will be available for online viewing. Please note the agenda item number 
in the subject line of your written comments. All written comments shall be made part of the 
public record and will be included in the final submission to HUD.

ACCOMODATIONS
The agenda is available in alternate formats upon request.  The City Council Chambers is 
wheelchair accessible.  If you require any special disability related accommodations (i.e. 
sign language interpreting, access to an amplified sound system, etc.), please contact 
RecreationAndArts@santamonica.gov at least 72 hours prior to the scheduled meeting.
Translation service available upon request. Please contact the RecreationAndArts@
santamonica.gov at least 72 hours prior to the scheduled meeting.
Transportation Information: City of Santa Monica Big Blue Bus Lines and the Metro Expo Line 
serve City Hall. Parking is available on Main Street, Olympic Drive, and in the Civic Center 
Parking Structure (validation free). 

ESPAÑOL Esto es un aviso de audiencia pública para invitar a cualquier parte interesada a 
participar en la preparación del Plan Consolidado de Cinco Años del Año Fiscal 2025-29 y del 
Plan de Acción Anual del Año Fiscal 2025-26. Si necesita más información, por favor llame a 
Lupe Madrid en el Departamento de Vivienda y Servicios Humanos al número (310) 458-8310.

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING 
BEFORE THE SANTA MONICA RECREATION AND PARKS COMMISSION 

To Inform Development of the 2025-29 Consolidated Plan and the 2025-26 
Annual Action Plan for use of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
and Home Investment Partnership Act (HOME) funds

Get the local news that matters to you!

SMDP's free daily newsletter for all
your Santa Monica news & events!
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Zack Hill By JOHN DEERING & JOHN NEWCOMBE

Agnes By TONY COCHRAN

Strange Brew By JOHN DEERINGHeathcliff By PETER GALLAGHER

Dogs of C-Kennel By MICK & MASON MASTROIANNI & JOHNNY HART

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S WORDS PUZZLE.
Answering Cupid’s call

To advertise, email cindy@smdp.com or call 310.458.7737
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SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S CROSSWORD

Sudoku
Fill in the blank  
cells using numbers  
1 to 9. Each num-
ber can appear only 
once in each row, col-
umn, and 3x3 block.  
Use logic and pro-
cess of elimination to  
solve the puzzle.

	 ARIES (March 21-April 19). You’re needed, and not in 
a general way. You are, in fact, the exact person to deliver 
precisely what a person needs for the storm they are 
moving through in this moment. Giving support helps 
you find your own way through it. 
	 TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You’ve walked through 
shadow and now the road bends, soft golden sunlight 
spilling into the dark. Things are about to get better. 
Honor yourself. When you put your energy into a very 
good fit for you, you’ll be chosen back.
	 GEMINI (May 21-June 21). You’re on a tightrope 
between honesty and kindness. This one is woven with 
white lies, humor and warmth. You’re poised to succeed 
using the balancing pole of good intentions to keep you 
steady and true.

	 CANCER (June 22-July 22). Reconsider your 
involvement with someone who takes without 
reciprocating. Those who value your contribution will 
be inclined to generosity that’s a two-way street. Allow 
yourself to receive support as well.
	 LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Self-doubt shrinks in the face 
of consistent effort. Repetition leads to competence, and 
competence replaces fear. Stop trying to be perfect, or 
even good. Just keep showing up until it feels natural to 
do so.
	 VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You will outgrow this. Not 
because you force yourself to, but because life will pull 
you forward, and one day, this will be something that 
happened before you stepped into something better.

	 LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). If information is power, 
spilling it diminishes power. Be discreet. You have intel 
that others would like to know, and it’s a very valuable 
asset, not to be wasted. Share just enough to keep people 
intrigued. 
	 SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). When the plan goes 
right, you get a result - a clear outcome of your effort. 
When it goes wrong, you get a story - one rich with 
lessons and growth. Both are valuable: Results show your 
ability, and stories deepen your experience.
	 SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Advertisers tap 
into your pain points to win a sale. But creating pain 
points that weren’t there to begin with? It’s diabolical - yet 
commonplace. Be wary of those who profit by planting 
seeds of self-doubt in others.

	 CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Your entire being is 
communicating. You’re sending out vibes and lobbing 
subconscious messages out like corked bottles into the 
cosmic ocean. Don’t worry, the universe has heard you 
and is crafting a response. 
	 AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You’re feeling more at 
peace with emotions. All is evolving, moving in a healthy 
direction. Hold to a vision for the future filled with playful 
people, fun and glamour. Keep finding moments of grace 
with yourself. 
	 PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You bring energy, humor 
and warmth wherever you go, turning the ordinary 
into something memorable. Your ability to find joy in 
a situation isn’t just about entertainment - it’s about 
curiosity, openness and a natural inclination to make the 
most of every experience.

You’ll come to a realization that alters you sweetly and gives life more ease. This changes the way you listen, the way you create, the way 
you love. More highlights: A secret project you nurture in private will eventually be released into the world, dazzling in its impact. The 
spark of competition pushes you to greatness, while learning and travel stretch your mind in ways that make you more intuitive than ever. 
Capricorn and Leo adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 6, 18, 24, 33 and 49.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (MARCH 7)

HOROSCOPES
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SCAN FOR 
SURVEY 
& OPEN 
HOUSE 
DETAILS

Let’s make Santa Monica even 
more age- and disability-friendly.  
The City is developing an action 
plan to better serve older adults, 
people with disabilities 
and caregivers.

We need to 
hear from you!

AGING AND DISABILITY 
ACTION PLAN

or

WAYS YOU CAN GET INVOLVED:

Take the survey 
SantaMonica.gov/aging-and-
disability-action-plan

ONLINE:

Join the Community Open House  
IN-PERSON 
OR VIRTUAL:  

March 22, 2025   |   9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
SMC Emeritus   |    1227 2nd St, 
Santa Monica, CA  90401

CALL: (310) 458-2200 x 5771 
EMAIL: HumanServices@santamonica.gov  
VISIT: SantaMonica.gov/aging-and-disability-action-plan

Learn more about the 
Aging and Disability Action Plan

WE DO IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME!
Custom Interior / Exterior Painting

Residential / CommercialALL HOUSE PAINTING INC

Before After

Free Estimate | (310) 591-6454 (818) 535-7715 
fivestarmendoza@aol.com | www.allhousepainting.com

FREDDIE MENDOZA   Bonded & Insured LIC. #1063376
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Vote for us as Santa Monica’s 
most loved holistic wellness spa!

Proud to be one of Santa Monica's 'Most Loved' Businesses

Vist Us At   924 Montana Ave
Santa Monica, CA  |  310.526.876

PRIVATE SAUNA SUITES
INFRARED + RED LIGHT THERAPY


