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NEWS OF
| THE WEIRD
’ by Chuck Shepard

B The first international camel
beauty pageant was held in
November in the Alxa League area of
the Inner Mongolia Autonomous
region of China, according to an
Associated Press dispatch, featuring
nearly 100 dressed-up camels
judged (by veteran herders) for the
shine of their hair and the upright-
ness of their humps.

B Duke Medical Center study,
announced in December, concluded
that doses of nicotine might reduce
age-associated memory impair-
ment (“senior moments”), thus
adding to the conditions (others:
schizophrenia, attention-deficit
hyperactivity disorder) that can
benefit from nicotine.
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are to be had on every corner.

Nicky Five Aces/Special to the Daily Press
This squirrel sunbathes almost every day on an area telephone pole.
Have you seen him? The first person to guess where this photo was
taken will receive two free movie tickets to Loews Theater on the Third
Street Promenade. E-mail answers to sack@smdp.com. Hint: The
squirrel hangs out on the city’s main thoroughfare where libations

-

focus on
SANTA
MONICA

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

DOWNTOWN — In the game
of Santa Monica politics, the
local chamber of commerce has
found itself playing on the defen-
sive side — a strategy not execut-
ed until recently.

That’s because the rule book
has changed in the past decade,
chamber officials say. In a typical

No class? Pink slips for
teachers are in the mail

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

DISTRICT HDQTRS. — It’s
pink slip season again.

Dozens of teachers will lose
their jobs this fall if the local
school district’s finances don’t
improve soon.

Facing a worst-case shortfall of
$3.5 million, the local school
board on Thursday voted unani-
mously to warn the equivalent of
52 full-time workers that their jobs
are on the line.

Superintendent John Deasy
said the projected $3.5 million
shortfall is based on Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger’s most recent
budget proposal. It also assumes
City Hall will give the school dis-
trict $5.25 million — the same fig-
ure as last year.

Part of the reason for the short-
fall, Deasy explained, is rising
worker’s compensation costs, util-
ity bills, and health and welfare
expenses — which will increase

See SLIPS, page 7

city, the traditional role of a cham-
ber of commerce is to solely advo-
cate for and promote businesses, as
well as tourism. But in Santa
Monica, which is anything but typ-
ical given the nature of its liberal
majority in politics, the chamber
has been forced to fight City Hall
rather than be on the same team.
“It used be that it was the good
guys fighting the good guys,” said
Bob Gabriel, who first joined the
chamber in 1955 and is a current
board member. “Now we’re forced
to protect the viability of business.”
Many perceive that City Hall

INSIDE THE)
CHAMBER

A month-long series that examines
the Santa Monica Chamber of Commerce.

Chamber proves you
can fight City Hall

has its own agenda and, therefore,
has become anti-business. That
theory is based on policy deci-
sions, a perceived lack of
response to the business commu-
nity’s concerns and inaction on
specific issues, like the number of
vagrants who reside here.

“It’s become more confronta-
tional in recent years,” said Dick
Lawrence, president of Encino
State Bank, who also sits on the
chamber’s board of directors and
is a past president.

Two decades ago, the chamber
acted more like a convention and
visitor’s  bureau, promoting
tourism and business. Back then,
City Hall was a member — some-
thing that would never happen
today because the two entities are
on opposite ends of the political
spectrum, presenting a conflict of
interest for both sides.

Today’s chamber is the most
political it’s ever been. It has cre-
ated a political action committee,

See CHAMBER, page 5

Mission statement: “The Santa Monica Chamber of Commerce advocates and|
represents business’ interests and issues affecting the community. We provide the
environment to help our members prosper and succeed through a proactive
working partnership with all levels of government and community organizations
to achieve a healthy local economy and quality of life.”

BY JAMIE WETHERBE
Special to the Daily Press

Pier pressure: Gump gearing up

After months of legal delays, a Santa Monica
landmark is expected to finally be demolished
next month to make way for the movie-themed
chain restaurant Bubba Gump Shrimp Co.

Bubba Gump’s construction on the Santa
Monica Pier — expected to cost about $4 mil-

lion — will likely be underway by mid-April,
beginning with the demolition of the 50-year-
old Boathouse restaurant, said Howard Laks,
the project architect for the restaurant.

The City Council and City Planning
Commission have already given Bubba Gump
the go ahead, and the restaurant should receive
its final building permit in four to six weeks

Photo courtesy of Howard Laks Associates Architects
’An artist’s rendering of the proposed Bubba
See BUBBA GUMP, page 7 Gump Shrimp Co. restaurant on the pier.
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You’re all smiles tonight, Virgo

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

%k kk-Dynamic *%k%k-Positive ***k-Average
*%*-So-so *-Difficult

% ARIES (March 21-April 19)

%% % You could feel stretched like a rub-
ber band, as you have so much to do and so much
ground to cover. Sooner or later, you will need to
relax and take care of yourself. Feel free to say
you’ve had enough or to take a nap. Tonight:
Remember yourself first.

=" TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

i 2] %k k*k* Extremes manifest without you
even trying. Though you might feel unusually
indulgent in the morning, later on, you will feel
pulled in many different directions. Look at it as
if you are so popular that everyone wants you.
Tonight: Take your time choosing!

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

%% %% You might not be able to deal
with someone as well as you’d like to. Demands
appear in all different realms of your life.
Everyone wants some of your time. Recognize
that you will be happiest close to home. Invite a
pal over. Tonight: Your place, please.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

* %% %% You could be overwhelmed by
others’ responses, which could be all over the
map. How do you let someone know just how
important he or she is? Squirrel some time away
for this particular person. He or she will be quite
touched. Tonight: Think before you speak.

[&1 LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

"d % %% Realize your limits financially and
emotionally. Others might try to draw on your
resources. You need to establish boundaries
immediately, or you could be tugged in many
different directions. Understand those bound-
aries. Tonight: Treat, only if you want to.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

%% Put your best foot forward, but
don’t be surprised when someone challenges
you. Misunderstandings can happen if you are
extremely defensive. Realize more of what you
want through working within certain constraints.
Understand that everyone could be a touch “off.”

Qnight: You’re all smiles.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

%% Though you feel refreshed in the
morning, you might feel as if someone is pulling
at you. Realize more of what you want from a
loved one or key person in your daily life. You
don’t have to be domineering — quite the con-
trary. Tonight: Go for some privacy.

e SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

(M3 * % %% How you say what you feel could
have a greater impact than you realize. Others
want to be with you; however, a demanding
loved one might make it difficult. Approach this
situation calmly and with fortitude. Tonight:
Follow your friends.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

%% You might have mixed feelings
about a must-show happening. Realize more of
what you want through discussions and a clear
sense of direction. Family members might pout
that they don’t have more time with you.
Tonight: In the limelight.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

%% %%k Reach out for someone at a dis-
tance. The reception you receive could be unusu-
ally touching. You might want to change plans,
but others are expecting you. Practice juggling
until it becomes an art form. Tonight: Be open to
something different.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

%% %% A partner could be endearing, but
what is it that he or she really wants? You might
get down to brass tacks midday. You could feel
pulled in two different directions. Remember to
look at both sides of the equation. Tonight:
Make nice.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

%% %% While others seem docile in the
Ening of the day, by late afternoon, you
could be questioning exactly how much you
want to go along with others’ programs and
ideas. Realize much more of what you want
through diplomacy rather than being challeng-
ing. Tonight: Sort through invitations. )
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Latinas, look into the future

By Daily Press staff

Santa Monica College has announced that it will sponsor the 15th annual Latina
Youth Conference on March 13. The day-long event, designed to help young women
build strong foundations for future achievements, will be held on the SMC campus.

The conference is open to girls in grades 8 through 12 and their mothers. Slated
for the day will be workshops, the Career and College Expo, peer panel discussions,
speakers, food and entertainment. The keynote speaker will be Maria Elena Durazo,

Look for our NW wind swell to drop off rather quickly Saturday,
while the steep NW ground swell will wind down more gradually
through the day. Look for average areas to see waist-high and below
surf. We’ll also have a touch of small SW swell that will fade

Today the
water Is:

through the weekend. Look for smaller surf on Sunday. 0
OUTLOOK: A steep, new NW ground swell arrives on Monday
to level the surf off. Average areas are below waist-high on Monday.

president of HERE — the Hotel Employees and Restaurant Employees Union.

At the expo, attendees will have the opportunity to speak to representatives from
several colleges and universities — including UCLA, USC, SMC and more — as
well as to Latinas in a wide variety of professions.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing
today at your local break. Epic.

The Latina Youth Conference, which is free, attracts as many as 600 attendees each @ LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
year. The conference will start at 9 a.m. in the SMC Concert Hall, 1900 Pico Blvd. =) LOW ONE LOW TWO HIGH ONE HIGH TWO
Co-sponsors of the event are America’s Cup Espresso Bar, Back on Broadway, . . . . .
Hint Mint, the mayor’s office for the city of Los Angeles, Microvista, the Pico Youth SATURDAY 225AM 3:06PM 825AM 9:23PM
and Family Center, the Rotary Club, Sanford Corp., the city of Santa Monica, the SUNDAY 3:02 AM 3:29 PM 9:05 AM 9:48 PM
Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District, St. Anne’s and St. Monica’s church-
es in Santa Monica, Student Loan Express and United Commercial Bank. MONDAY 343 AM 3:59 PM 9:45AM 10:15PM
For pre-registration and information, call (310) 434-4179. TUESDAY 423 AM 423 PM 10:29 AM 10:42 PM
SMC Emeritus facility shoots for high marks WEDNESDAY 5:15 AM 4:51 PM 11:18 AM 11:23 PM
By Dally Press staf THURSDAY 6:19AM 5:21 PM A 12:28 PM
Santa Monica College’s newest facility, designed specifically for its older stu- FRIDAY 7:49 AM 5:57 PM 12:07 AM 2:05 PM

dents, will officially open this month.

SMC’s Emeritus College will celebrate the grand opening of its new facility —
including a new art gallery — at 4:30 p.m. on March 18 at its four-story headquar-
ters at 1227 Second St. in downtown Santa Monica.

The ceremony will include music, tours of the facility and the opening of the
Emeritus College faculty art show, “Individual Perspectives,” in the ground-floor art
gallery. The exhibit is the first to be installed in the gallery.

“This ceremony celebrates a dream come true for all of us who hold Emeritus
College close to our hearts,” said Maggie Hall, associate dean of the program,
designed for older Americans.

Emeritus College moved into its new headquarters last October, but work has
continued in some parts of the building that were not quite complete. The move
made history in two ways: It secured a permanent home for the program and it
marked the first completed project funded by Measure U, the $160 million bond
passed by Santa Monica-Malibu voters in 2002.

Highlights of the new building include the art gallery; a 99-seat multi-purpose
room used for theatre readings, recitals, film screenings, lectures and more; an aer-
obics and physical fitness room comparable to established dance studios; and the
D’Arcy Hayman Art Center that takes up an entire floor and includes two large art
classrooms, a student lounge and a music and theater library.

The building also includes conference rooms, lecture classrooms and a computer
room that will eventually house 24 computers, all connected to the Internet. Located
next to a large parking structure and right on bus routes, the building also features
outdoor patios and balconies.

Emeritus College students and instructors have praised the new facility for its
ample space, light-drenched design, and custom-tailored classrooms for everything
from yoga to art to stroke rehabilitation courses.

The new Emeritus College facility was designed by Santa Monica Councilman
Herb Katz’s company, RTK Architects. With 24,000 square feet, it is four times larg-

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

RCOCIC |

OARD SHOP

SURF « SNOW +« SKATE

e

12204 Venice Boulevard
Mar Vista, CA 90066

(310) 397-8300 TEL boards ¢ wetsuits

swimwear
clothing ¢ accessories ‘

(310) 397-8931 FAX
www.rockboardshop.com
info@rockerboardshop.com

er than the former Emeritus facility, which also was on Second Street in space rented
from the city underneath a municipal parking structure.

In 2002, the SMC Board of Trustees voted to purchase the contemporary glass build-
ing for $8.65 million. Still under construction at the time, the structure was custom
designed on the interior for Emeritus. With additional interior work, the college has
spent a total of $8.8 million of Measure U funds on the project. On top of that, Emeritus
College has spent about $750,000 in private donations for interior work and furniture.

College officials had said their first priority for Measure U funds was a permanent
home for Emeritus.

Emeritus is a program that provides a wide range of classes — ranging from the arts
to current affairs to health — designed for older adults. In its 28-year history, it has grown
from less than 200 students to a current enrollment of 2,500, with about 70 instructors.

DID YOU KNOW?:

There are 3,311 parking spaces in public garages in downtown SM.

We Don’t Just Say Cheese
We Say Cheese, Aahhh!!

‘We offer an incredible
selection of gourmet foods
from around the world.
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One block south of Venice Blvd.

310/305-9800
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Santa Monica 90401




Page 4 0 Weekend, March 6-7, 2004 0 Santa Monica Daily Press

OPINION

LETTERS

The(®Line

Compassion can go too far

Editor:

During the last holiday season, my wife and I were walking along Ocean
Boulevard across from the park. We were approached by two street people — one
male and one female — asking us for money. When we continued to walk past them
they began to taunt us by singing “we wish you a lousy Christmas and a lousy new
year.”

Today, while having lunch in a small restaurant just off Ocean Boulevard, we saw
a couple of street people taunting some people from Japan. And a few minutes later,
another street woman came into the restaurant yelling at a customer. The employees
had to chase her away. But, not more than 30 seconds later, she came back. Only
this time, to our table. She started to mumble something to us and again the employ-
ees had to chase her off.

Is this the new Santa Monica?

In addition to the March 3 letter to the editor (“Feed them and they will come™), I
would like to add “Let them lay down anywhere in Santa Monica and they will stay.”

Not only is the quality of life rapidly disintegrating in this town, but the tourists
will be telling their friends back home what is really going on here. Once all the
tourist agencies get the word, then what?

Richard Kukler
Santa Monica

Some like it hot

Editor:

Lori Emerson and her husband (SMDP, March 5, letters to the editor, page 7) need
to learn a thing or two before judging a book by its cover. I do agree about the schools
needing help, but everyone is a paycheck away from becoming homeless. For your
information, there is a housing shortage as well as a Section 8 crisis happening at this
point in time. As a homeless person myself, I work at a homeless newspaper office, but
do help feed those in need. How would you feel if you had no food because there are
not jobs available for those who want to work? Wouldn’t you want the same help they
get? I know I would, and many people I have talked to have said the same thing. So my
advice to you and your husband is this: Get off your high horse and grow up and face
reality. I know where I will go when I die. Do you, with all that self-righteousness?

Do you know God personally? Apparently not, because in the Bible it talks about

people like you and that when you go for judgment day he will not know you.

Viper Meade
Santa Monica

This past week, Q-line asked:

Here are your responses:

Gibson film ‘Passion’ provokes, perturbs

“What do you think of ‘The Passion’ and why?”

B “Mel Gibson made a box-office
classic for all time. Bigger than ‘The
Ten Commandments.” Bravo, Mel.”

B “If there is a God, as Moses
described, and there is a Christ, as
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John
described, then I believe there would be
more love involved in the world and less
room for greed. I personally give praise
to the creator of the universe every time
1 look out at the ocean. A beautiful piece
of work by a power so great — it is
beyond the comprehension of mortals.”

M “I saw ‘The Passion.’ It is the worst
movie I have ever seen. Historically, the
Gibson family has been nothing but
anti-Semitic. The movie is very anti-
Semitic. I don’t think it should have ever
been shown. This is not a good film.”

W “‘The Passion’ is a horrible movie
that should have been rated X for vio-
lence. Anybody that takes a child to see
this should be charged with child abuse.
If T want to see a slasher film, I’ll go to
a slasher film.”

B “This movie was beautiful, per-
fectly portrayed, and I cant wait until
Mel Gibson does another film, which I
hope will be the miracles of Christ. I
think everyone should see this film,
especially the young, so they can get an
idea of what this man went through for
all of our souls.”

B “I think that the film Mel Gibson
made is really what needed to be done
for years. Every other film I have seen
about the Bible has been boring or car-
toonish. Nobody has really taken them
seriously. I have real respect for Mel
Gibson now. I think he heard a calling to
make this film. I think this is truly what
happened. I think that Christians need
this movie. We believe that this hap-
pened. We believe it with all our hearts.”

B “I think ‘The Passion’ is an
immensely important film, whether or
not you choose to engage in the political
debates that have obscured its intended
message. Unfortunately, it has proven
near impossible to enter the theater and
take in this movie — and movies are
really just pieces of art, intended to pro-
voke thought and conversation — with-
out forming some kind of preconceived
notion about the morality of the subject
and way in which it is depicted. Form
your own opinion. It is not a film for the
faint of heart, and anyone who has read
one iota about the film before knows
that going in. Whether you agree with
the manner in which the story is
revealed, you must admire the passion
with which the director reveals it. In this
day and age of overt commercialism and
gratuitous violence for violence sake, it
is refreshing to see a film in which the
auteur just lays it all out there. It’s art,
people. Like it or loathe it, but discuss it.
That’s the point.

MODERN
TIMES

By Lloyd Garver

s

“Survivor” and similar television shows
are popular because there are so few ways
in modern society for people to test them-
selves that they feel they have to do it vic-
ariously. We all wonder how we would
hold up in a crisis. Would we be one of the
survivors on a journey to the North Pole,
interrupted by an avalanche? Would we
run back into a burning building to get our
elderly neighbor’s beloved photographs?
Would we get back on our surfboard after
a shark has taken a chunk out of our arm?
I no longer have to ask myself these ques-
tions. My mettle has been tested. I sur-
vived 15 hours of no television, no com-
puter, and, yes, no microwave.

I’m still not sure what caused the power
failure in our neighborhood. It wasn’t par-
ticularly windy and it wasn’t raining.
Although, here in Southern California, if
there are two drops of rain, our entire

infrastructure falls apart. So it’s possible
that the outage was the dew’s doing.

Our electricity and phones went dead
last Monday at 1:17 p.m. Almost immedi-
ately, I was called on to rescue somebody.
The guy had been doing some work in our
backyard and couldn’t get out because the
electric driveway gate wouldn’t work. I
didn’t let him panic. Thinking only of
him, and risking scraping my knuckles on
various tools in our drawer, I found the
appropriate Allen wrench, and manually
opened the gate for him. He embraced his
freedom. He could join his friends and co-
workers. I, of course, was left to face the
elements alone.

I couldn’t work at my computer, so I
took a deep breath, and then I looked fear
in the eye, and I didn’t blink — I would
tackle the adventure of cleaning and
organizing my office. I threw away moun-
tains of papers, old files, and magazines. I
put books where they belonged. I ignored
my sweat and my tensing muscles, know-
ing how good I’d feel when the task was
finished. I dusted, I straightened, and I
leaned photographs up against the wall
where I wanted them to be. (I'll get
around to actually nailing up hooks for
them during the next power outage).

When my wife got home, we decided
to go to an early movie. This, too, was a
test of Herculean proportions for both of
us — we sat through the entire new Adam
Sandler movie.

Then we went out to dinner. Many of
the others in the restaurant were probably
soft-bellied techno-dependos who could-
n’t go for an hour without checking their
phone messages. I, on the other hand, had
the hearty soup and the earthy salad.

When we got home, our son was in the
living room, his schoolbooks and a flash-
light at his side. I smiled, proud of my
firstborn’s resourcefulness. And the more
I thought about it, I realized that it was
quite possible that he had actually studied
more than he would have if there had been
electricity. He couldn’t watch TV or e-
mail his friends. What was left for him to
do but study?

This wasn’t the only way that the
power failure was a blessing. While I real-
ize that major power outages can be
tragedies for people and disasters for
cities, a minor one isn’t bad at all. I rec-
ommend you taking advantage of it the
next time you have one. Being without
power was empowering. It was very quiet,
very peaceful. We talked, we read, I wrote

When the going gets tough, the tough take advantage

longhand on a yellow pad. My wife and I
probably wouldn’t have had a nice
evening out if it weren’t for the outage.
And my office hasn’t looked this good in
years.

At about 11 p.m. that night, I took the
dog out for a walk — with my trusty
flashlight. As I stood on our darkened
block for a moment, my loyal canine at
my side, I was proud that I was able to
live “off the grid.” Then I noticed almost
every house had a car parked in front of its
garage. Obviously, these people could not
use their electric garage door openers
because there was no electricity. I knew
they could probably open all of their
garage doors manually, but apparently,
they weren’t aware of this little trick. I
guess some people are survivalists, and
some aren’t.

(Pacific Palisades resident Lloyd
Garver has written for many television
shows, ranging from “Sesame Street” to
“Family Ties” to “Frasier.” He also has
read many books, some of them in hard-
cover. He writes the “Modern Times” col-
umn_for CBSnews.com s opinion page and
can be reached at smdp@lloydgarver-
moderntimes.com,).

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters
will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to
sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202,
Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.
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Chamber’s political bent attracting newcomers

CHAMBER, from page 1

which takes on key issues within City
Hall, and it plans to endorse and raise
money for city council candidates this fall.

“We can’t do anything without starting
from the top,” said Kathy Dodson, the
chamber’s president and CEO. “We are put-
ting out a lot of brush fires. We can talk all
we want, but they aren’t going to deal with
the homeless and they aren’t going to deal
with the inefficiencies of government.”

Those two issues, as well as parking
and traffic, are the chamber’s top priori-
ties. The committee will be looking for a
slate of candidates to run on that platform,
among other pertinent issues facing busi-
nesses in Santa Monica.

It wasn’t until the living wage issue
was introduced in 1999 that the chamber
found itself fully engaged in politics, said
local attorney Tom Larmore, who has
been involved in the chamber for 20 years
and heads the political action committee.

“Back in the 1980s, the council was
more balanced,” he said, adding there
were more business-minded politicians
elected to office. Today, the majority of
the council are members of a liberal group
called Santa Monicans for Renters Rights.

“It was a lot more reasonable then,”
Larmore said. “It wasn’t so essential (to be
involved politically). It’s not the role the
chamber seeks out in a normal setting.”

Still, the chamber’s relationship with
City Hall isn’t always adversarial, work-
ing together on many programs that are
positive for businesses and promoting a
healthy quality of life here. One of them is
awarding local businesses with sustain-
able quality awards, which recognize mer-
chants for being environmentally and
socially responsible. Santa Monica is
known for being a leader in environmen-
tal stewardship.

“That was a great city-chamber proj-
ect,” Dodson said, adding the awards will
be issued in May at a chamber luncheon.

’--------------------

&Santa Monica Tobacco rixe Cigars & Cigarettes ||

|
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|\310,393,9593 The Best Selection of Fine Cigars
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Tobacco & Gifts
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| Santa Monica
(parking in rear)

FREE DELIVERY W/ MINIMUM PURCHASE

Another project the chamber worked
with City Hall on was an audit of the plan-
ning department in an effort to make it run
more efficient. In that case, the chamber
worked closely with city staffers for a
mutually beneficial outcome, Dodson said.

POLITICS A DRIVING FORCE

The Santa Monica Chamber is one of
the largest on the Westside and it contin-
ues to grow. A few years ago, membership
was at 840. Today, it’s 1,050. Dodson
said, based on feedback from members,
they believe the chamber is headed in a
positive direction.

“We’ve got people joining because
we’re getting more involved in politics,”
Dodson said, adding it’s the chamber’s
intent to encourage people to get involved
in the community.

The chamber is considering establish-
ing a candidates academy for individuals
thinking about running for political office
— everything from exposing them to a
media specialist to educating individuals
about what to expect once elected.

Other political committees include
government affairs, public safety and land
use. The chamber also endorses ballot
measures and supports other political
groups — most recently the charter
amendment  brought forward by
“Community For Excellent Public
Schools,” which is attempting to force
City Hall to dedicate $6 million to the
local school district each year. Voters are
expected to decide on that this November.

And Dodson just became the head of
the Westside Chamber, which includes 14
chambers from Hollywood to Santa
Monica to LAX. It advocates for busi-
nesses and the local economy on the state
and federal level on issues ranging from
light rail to worker’s compensation.

WHAT DOES THE CHAMBER
DO FOR YOU?

“Nobody knows what chambers of

N
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in Santa Monica! I
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Call Albert Butler - Reverse Mortgage Consultant toll free B66-785-4486

commerces do,” Dodson said. “Chambers
represent cities, not city government.”

While that may be clear in Santa Monica
because of the political lines drawn, it’s not
always apparent to the public.

Politics aside, the chamber also focuses
on quality of life issues — advocating for
businesses and residents. It markets Santa
Monica by promoting the community, and
provides educational opportunities to its
members. Several expos and seminars are
held annually, as well as a weekly update
e-mailed to members that informs them of
current issues facing the city.

“It’s our job to represent businesses
and to promote them,” Dodson said.
“We’re not just focused on hard core,
right wing positions.”

Through the chamber’s marketing,
members are able to network and promote
their businesses within the organization’s
events and publications. The chamber
allows members to develop relationships
by making contacts, as well as giving and

receiving referrals.

Through the chamber’s six annual
events — the Westside Business Expo, the
Taste of Santa Monica, Health Festival,
Education Celebration, the championship
golf tournament and the installation din-
ner — members can showcase their busi-
nesses by sponsorships and participation.

It also provides members with educa-
tional and informational products to help
grow individual businesses through semi-
nars, consultants and forums.

The organization has a $600,000 annual
budget and a 35-member board. Individuals
are nominated by a committee and then
elected by chamber members. There are
between five and six past presidents who
serve on the board to keep the continuity and
historical perspective alive, Dodson said.

“We are so lucky ... people on this
chamber board care so much,” she said.
“They care about this city, and you better
be doing things right.”
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OUR RIGHTS

Some people want the city of Santa
Monica to do what Los Angeles officials
rejected two years ago. Namely, change
the language in our city codes to

make us “guardians” of our pets,
instead of “owners.”

At first glance, the words “owner”
and “guardian” may appear to

be synonymous.

Nothing could be further from the truth.

Paid for by the California Vetennary Medical Association

The terms “owner” and “guardian” are two entirely different legal designations and
cannol be used interchangeably. In fact changing the term may reduce the legal stams
and value of pets, thereby restricting the rights of ewners, veterinarians and government
agencies to protect and care for companion animals. It may also unleash frivolous and
expensive lawsuits.

This could happen 1o us as “guardians” of our pets:

*  Our pets could be taken away from us without judicial review.

*  We would only have lemporary “possession” of our pets.

o We could lose our right o make medical decisions on behalf of our pets.

*  Qur right to legally sell or give away our animals could be taken away.

*  Medical care for our pets could be delayed or refused because we do not have
legal responsibility for our pet,

*  Public safety could be threatened becanse “guardians” do not have the same
legal responsibilities for the behavior of aggressive or dangerous animals.

This “feel good” idea is nothing more than a proverbial Trojan horse.

The Southern California Veterinary Medical Association, California Veterinary Medical
Association, American Kennel Club, Cat Fanciers Association and many nonprofit and
consumer groups appose changing the city code language from owner to “guardian” or
“owner/guardian "

Join us in protecting the rights of pet owners and opposing
frivolous ordinances by contacting your city council member
today to voice your opinion.
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Spring Break offers little respite from uncertain future

SLIPS, from page 1

by 18 percent.

“It’s a worst-case scenario,” Deasy said after the meet-
ing. “Obviously, you don’t do best-case scenario. You have
to be sure you can handle any cuts coming from the state.”

Deasy estimated about 40 full- and part-time teachers
will receive pink slips, adding six administrators also will
be noticed that their jobs may be eliminated come fall if
the district’s financial outlook doesn’t improve. By law,
all certified workers must be told by March 15 if they
will have a job the following school year.

“We hope that the majority of these notices will be
recalled,” said Deasy, adding the Los Angeles Unified
School District is facing a $444 million reduction next
year. “But there’s no way that we can construct next
year’s budget without having to make reductions, and
that will mean positions will be lost.

“Most districts are doing this.”

Fifteen of the positions in jeopardy are elementary
school teachers. The remaining faculty instruct in the fol-
lowing subjects: Woodshop, Art, English, English as a
Second Language, Humanities, Industrial Technology,
Music, Physical Education, Spanish, French, Japanese,
Social Studies, Science and Math.

The pink slips come as the battle over a controversial char-
ter amendment is beginning to heat up. The proposal would

force City Hall to hand over at least $6 million each year to
the Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District, with mod-
est increases comparable to the city’s revenue growth.

Supporters of the proposal on Tuesday gathered about
half of the 8,000-plus signatures it needs to place the
charter amendment on the ballot this November. More
than 200 volunteers gathered signatures at every polling
place in Santa Monica.

Louise Jaffe and Shari Davis, co-chairs of the
Community for Excellent Public Schools, sponsor of the
charter amendment, said the $6 million donation is a
small portion of the city’s budget, but would greatly ben-
efit the cash-strapped district.

“We believe it’s in the city best interest to have good
schools,” Jaffe said Friday. “That’s the issue.”

“It’s a horrible (financial) situation throughout the
state,” she added. “But this is not your everyday, run-of-
the-mill town. This is a prosperous community and this is
a priority of the community. They have proven that time
and time again.”

Mayor Richard Bloom said the proposal is dangerous
because it earmarks money for the schools without find-
ing a source, meaning it will lead to cuts in other pro-
grams. He added that City Hall spent in excess of $17
million last year on schools and school-related programs.
Two major labor unions at City Hall have come out

Something fishy happening on pier

BUBBA GUMP, from page 1

according to Laks. The restaurant could be open for busi-
ness early next year.

With a lease good until 2026, Santa Monica seems to
have a new landmark.

“The commission is pleased with the design,” City
Planner Elizabeth Bar-El said. “(Laks) really followed
the pier design guidelines.”

The building’s exterior follows a “California mission-
Italianate-style,” said the architect, while the interior will
be consistent with the 13 other Bubba Gump restaurants,
a spin-off from the 1994 movie “Forrest Gump.”

“They’ll be pictures of Forrest Gump ... and artifacts
from the movie,” Lax said, with a rough-wood interior to
resemble a warehouse.”

Whereas the existing building at 301 Santa Monica
Pier occupies about 6,900 square feet, the proposed
Bubba Gump will measure close to 9,000 square feet, a
feature that slowed city approval due to potential parking
and traffic pitfalls.

Alcohol service issues further delayed approval at the
planning commission, Bar-El said.

The city initially wanted to limit Bubba Gump’s alco-
hol sales to 25 percent of its total revenue. Bubba Gump
appealed to the City Council for 30 percent and won.

“The main concern is that it was a family-oriented
restaurant ... dedicated to serving food,” Bar-El said, and
not a bar.

The city’s preference for a family restaurant on the pier
promoted legal battles with the existing restaurant, and
delayed Bubba Gump’s initial plans to open last spring.

The city in 2001 ended its month-to-month lease with
the 50-year-old Boathouse because city officials said
they feared the restaurant’s motorcycle theme could
attract an undesirable clientele.

Boathouse owner, Naia Sheffield, sued the city for

WINDOW TINTING

Auto « Commercial + Residential + UV Coating * Lifetime Warranty
FREE ESTIMATES

CALL US FOR FREE COST SAVING
TIPS FOR YOUR HOME

$20 OFF*

ST,

LLumar

w/ this ad
*Any tint job over $60

2410 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica
(310) 453-3541

www.automotiveentertainment.com

Lic#743969

breach of contract in an effort to keep the restaurant her
grandfather founded, but a U.S. District Court ruled on
the city’s behalf.

While officials said Santa Monica has been harmed
financially because of Bubba Gump’s delays, the city
should be able to recoup its losses after upping rent on
the property.

Bubba Gump is expected to pay $10,417 a month —
almost double the Boathouse’s rent — plus $1,889 annu-
ally for common maintenance and 2.5 percent of the
restaurant’s food, beverage and retail gross sales.

While Bubba Gump’s Cajun-inspired menu features a
lot of seafood, its fare won’t be fished out of the Santa
Monica Pier.

“It’s farm-raised,”
for Bubba Gump.

Il
Quilters

By Molly Newman &
Barbara Damashek

said Matt McQueen, a spokesman

Morgan-Wixson Theatre - Feb. 27 to April 4 |

Fridays & Saturdays at 8pm & Sundays at 2pm
Saturday Matinee Mar. 13 at Zpm
Tickets $20 / Seniors $15 / Students $12 / Group Discounts

Reservations: (310) 828-7519
2627 Pico Blvd in Santa Monica

wWww.morgan-wixon.org
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against the proposed charter amendment.

“Its one thing to ask somebody to sign a petition for a
ballot measure by saying, ‘Wouldn’t you like the city to
allocate another $3 million for kids,”” Bloom said. “It’s
another thing entirely to vote for that, when one under-
stands, as I think the public will, that that will have sig-
nificant financial impacts.

“It’s well-intentioned and I understand that people will be
inclined to sign a petition,” he added. “It’s fatally misguided.”

A similar charter amendment passed in San Francisco
on Tuesday with more than 70 percent of the vote. Called
Proposition H, San Francisco’s charter amendment creat-
ed a public education fund that would increase city fund-
ing of schools by $10 million or $15 million a year until
2011, when the amount of the increase will be the same
percentage as the general fund revenue increases. If there
is a decrease, the city will get less money.
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Reign for rent: Bush talks up economic leadership

BY JENNIFER LOVEN

Associated Press Writer

BAKERSFIELD — President Bush
talked up his economic leadership this
week, rounding out a California tour that
gathered $5 million for his and other
Republicans’ campaigns and marked the
start of more direct criticism of presump-
tive Democratic nominee John Kerry.

“The economy is getting stronger,”
Bush said from an outdoor stage at a fam-
ily-owned company, Rain for Rent, an
irrigation system business. “One of the
reasons why I think we’re doing so good
here in America is because of the tax relief
we passed, is because people have more
money in their pockets.”

Bush’s positive picture on the economy
was designed to counter criticism from
Kerry and other Democrats, who blame
the president for job growth that has
lagged behind other signs of improvement
in the nation’s fiscal health.

The Kerry campaign distributed new
numbers Thursday showing that the
unemployment rate in Bakersfield rose to
13.6 percent in January from 12.7 percent
in December. Statewide, the jobless rate
was 6.1 percent in January, compared
with 5.6 percent nationally.

“George W. Bush has consistently
promised that his tax cuts will deliver jobs
but the results are terrible,” the Kerry
campaign statement said.

Bush, meanwhile, headlined a lunch-
eon in northern California’s Silicon Valley
that added $700,000 to his campaign
operation. The president has already col-
lected more than $153 million for his re-
election bid.

About $10 million of that money
swung into action Thursday with the first
airings of a television advertising blitz by
the Bush campaign. The ads, featuring
images of the destroyed World Trade
Center, drew sharp criticism from rela-
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tives of the victims of the Sept. 11 terror-
ist attacks.

The White House defended the ads,
though Bush himself did not address the
criticism.

On his way to the Bakersfield airport,
Bush stopped along the side of the road
where about 800 cheering elementary
school students stood with American
flags. Bush made his way down the line of
children, shaking hands and hugging
them.

The president has wasted no time going
after Kerry after the Massachusetts sena-
tor assured his party’s nomination with
this week’s Super Tuesday victories. At a
cocktail reception benefiting the Bush
campaign in Los Angeles Wednesday
night, the president made clear he will
contrast himself as a straight-talking pres-
ident against Kerry as a flip-flopping
challenger.

“He spent two decades in Congress;
he’s built up quite a record,” Bush told the
crowd of 600 that added $800,000 to his
campaign coffers. “In fact, Senator Kerry
has been in Washington long enough to

take both sides on just about every issue.”

Bush repeated his Kerry criticism near-
ly word-for-word Thursday in Santa
Clara. He accused the senator of wanting
to raise taxes, expand the federal govern-
ment, oppose effective job-creation meas-
ures and endanger American security.

“Voters have a clear choice,” he told
contributors, with “Leadership” in blue
and white capital letters over his head.
“I’ll leave no doubt where I stand. We
look forward to winning on the second of
November.”

Although Bush lost California’s 55
electoral votes by a wide margin in 2000,
the election of GOP Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger, who attended a swanky
Bel Air fund-raiser Wednesday night, has
the White House hoping for a better result
in November.

“With Arnold in the game it’s a totally
different ballgame,” Bush’s California
campaign chair Gerald Parsky said:

From California, Bush was going to his
ranch in Crawford, Texas, for a long
weekend that will include a visit by
Mexican President Vicente Fox.

Border Patrol chief believes
the buck will stop at Arizona

BY ARTHUR H. ROTSTEIN

Associated Press Writer

TUCSON, Ariz. — The U.S. Border
Patrol has a shot this year at sealing the
Arizona-Mexico border, the busiest spot
for illegal entries along the entire frontier,
the agency’s top official said.

Chief Gus de la Vina, touring patrol
operations along the Mexican border this
week, said that with manpower expected
to reach 2,000 agents in the agency’s
Tucson sector this year, “we’re finally
building our resources in Tucson to the
point that we will have a definite impact.”

For several years, more illegal immi-
grants have been apprehended in the
Tucson sector than anywhere else along
the 2,000-mile Mexican border. Immigrant
smuggling has also been rampant in the
sector, which covers all but the 50 west-
ernmost miles of the Arizona border.

A lot of the agency’s success will

depend on the flow of illegal immigrants,
the economy and the lures for them, de la
Vina said.

But a host of other factors, including
getting the personnel, equipment and
technology “has come together this year
and I think we’ve got an excellent shot at
closing the border,” he said.

He also said the agency has made sig-
nificant headway in building up its man-
power along the porous northern border,
from only 300 to more than 1,000 agents,
in response to terrorism fears.

On the technology front, De la Vina
said that use of unmanned aerial vehicles,
particularly in surveillance along vast and
remote stretches of both the desert and the
northern border, can and should play a
role as “an eye in the sky for us.”

“So we are supporting the UAV pro-
gram. Hopefully we will get one before
too long,” he said.
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French toast: Oregon vineyard proves Burgundy wrong

BY RUKMINI CALLIMACHI

Associated Press Writer

DUNDEE, Ore. — It was the climatic charts that first
convinced David Lett, an iconoclastic winemaker from
Utah, that the French had it wrong.

In 1965, at age 25, he moved to Oregon’s Willamette
Valley, armed with 3,000 baby vines of the world’s most
difficult red wine to produce.

Pinot noir has been called the “masochist’s grape.” A
single mistake at harvest or in the cellar can ruin the taste
of the aromatic, but highly volatile wine — and for gen-
erations, the French had preached that only the soil of a
32-mile stretch in Burgundy could nurture it.

Lett was convinced it wasn’t the soil. If you could
match the climate, he thought, the delicate grape would
take hold.

“The word you’re looking for is ‘preposterous,” said
wine critic Matt Kramer, author of “Making Sense of
Burgundy.”

But in 1979, when Lett’s 1975 vintage almost unseat-
ed a glass of Burgundy’s best in a blind judging at a wine
olympiad in Paris, one of France’s famous winemakers
took notice.

“Quite frankly, I thought it was a mistake,” said
Robert Drouhin, who ordered a re-tasting in his 13th cen-
tury cellar in the village of Beaune, the capital of
Burgundy’s Cote D’Or.

Drouhin is the vice president of the Institut National des
Appelations d’Origine, the body that controls all French
winemaking. His family is the guardian of the statue of St.
Vincent, the patron saint of winegrowers in Burgundy.

He thought that Lett’s wine would falter against his
own creation, but when the Oregon Pinot finished second
by two-tenths of a point to one of Drouhin’s coveted
1959 vintages, Drouhin began dreaming of Oregon.

Now, not even a mile from where Lett coaxed into being
his award-winning red, Drouhin’s daughter Veronique runs
one of the largest wine operations in Oregon.

The Drouhins have discovered that the climate is like
the Cote D’Or. But the rules that have straitjacketed
French producers for generations are absent.

“I look out and it reminds me of home,” said
Veronique Drouhin, 41. “But here, I have all the freedom.
So I try different things.”

On her family’s vineyard in Beaune, legislation dictates
every step of production — from what kind of grape the
winemaker can plant, to where, when and how much. The
laws began as an attempt to ensure authenticity after a wave
of fraud swept the French countryside at the turn of the cen-
tury and grape juice began appearing on dinner tables.

But the legislation has snowballed, leaving scant room
for creative expression.

“The Cote D’Or is like Stonehenge — it’s a national
monument,” said Kramer. “For Veronique to try some-
thing different would be like someone saying, ‘Hey, let’s
see what would happen if we rearranged the rocks.”

In 1986, fresh out of enology school in Dijon, Veronique
apprenticed in “Papa Pinot’s” cellar, the nickname given
Lett by the French. Two years later, she began her own.

High on the slopes of Dundee’s Red Hills, Veronique
used drip-irrigation on her young vines, forbidden in
Burgundy. She pulled the leaves off the plants to give the
fruit more sun. Although not illegal, the technique was
never a part of Burgundy’s tradition — but now, after
Domaine Drouhin, the name of the family’s Oregon vine-
yard, pioneered the technique it caught on in the Cote D’Or.

Most of all, she is experimenting with “terroir,” French
for territory — and an overarching term referring to dif-
ferences in geology that translate into a shift in flavor.

Cisterian monks built walls around different patches of
Burgundy earth where they detected a change in the taste of
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Add-on Plan cannot be purchased as a stand alone plan. Nextel Direct Connect overage is $0.15/min. Group Connect are calculated by multiplying the minutes of use, number of participants, and the applicable rate. Group Connect can only work with members
of the same network while in their home market. Nationwide service is not available for Group Connect calls. Cellular overage is $0.40/min. Cellular calls round to the next full minute. Unused minutes do not accumulate to the next billing cycle. Nights are
9:00pm to 7:00am. Weekends begin Fri. at 9:00pm and end Mon. at 7:00am. Up to $0.15 per sent or received text message depending on message type. Aditional charges may apply and may vary by market, including state and federal taxes a Universal
Service Assessment of either 1.087% or 125% in some states a Gross Receipt Recovery Fee of 1.4% to 5%, a TRS charge of approx. .07% and a state-requied E911 fee. Other Terms: Nextel reserves the right to modify or terminate these offers at any time.
Offers may not be available in all markets. Other conditions may apply. Read service agreement for details. Wireless Number Portabilty is not available in all area or all numbers. Because number portabiliy requires the cooperation of multple com-

panes, the amount of ime t takes to transfer your number) willvary. Nextel Nationwide Netuwork serves 293 of the top 300 markets. ©2004 Nextel Communicatons,Inc. NEXTEL, NEXTEL. DONE, PUSH TO TALK, DIRECT CONNECT, GROUP o
CONNECT, NATIONWIDE DIRECT CONNECT and the Driver Safety logo are Service marks, trademarks, and/or registered trademarks owned by Nextel Communication, Inc. MOTOROLA and the Stylized M Logo are registered in the US Patent & . et
Trademark office. All other products and service names are products of their respective owners. Al rights reserved. o

the grape. Since 1905, French legislation has attempted to
protect these distinct boundaries, of which an estimated 380
have been legally defined. Bottles bear the label of the ter-
roir they came from. But if grapes from even adjacent ter-
roirs are mixed, the wine loses its distinctive “Musigny” or
“Chambertain” appelletion and becomes nothing but
“Bourgogne,” or Burgundy, on par with ordinary table wine.

In Oregon, Veronique mixes freely. Her most expen-
sive wine, the “Louise,” named after her daughter, is a
mixture of her top eight barrels — culled from an estate
that now stretches over 225 rolling acres.

Over the last 14 years, Veronique has begun to notice
that one patch of earth speaks more clearly than another, as
those who named the Burgundy appellations did long ago.

“It’s too early to tell if it’s just luck — the weather, the
clone — or if it’s an expression of terroir. But there is one
piece. Year after year it’s shown a higher quality,” she said.

For all the experimentation, said Kramer, at the end,
the result is often to agree with tradition.

“You can’t confirm that Notre Dame should be gray,
until you get a chance to paint it red,” he said.

From Lett’s original 15 acres, the Oregon wine indus-
try has grown to 13,000 acres shared by 673 vineyards.
Lett planted not just the first Pinot Noir in Oregon, but
also the first Pinot Gris, the red’s white cousin.

Winemakers here now grow not just the two Pinots but
also Cabernet, Merlot, Syrah, and Sauvignon Blanc,
among others. But Pinot Noir is Oregon’s showcase wine
— and the industry is showing no signs of slowing. More
than 10,000 tons of Pinot Noir were crushed in the last
harvest, an increase of 12 percent over 2002.

ARE YOU
BACKED UP?

IT'S EASY AND WILL SAVE YOU TIME
AND MONEY IN THE LONG RUN.

* Data backup packages start at $50 a month
* Daily and Weekly back ups available

* It's automatic!

* Recovery assistance available.

yLink

Call Zylink at 866.227.9539

High-Speced
Internel Access

DO YOU HAVEA T1
CONNECTION FOR YOUR BIZ?
PAYING TOO MUCH? HOW
DOES $150 A MONTH SOUND?

Local SM Company Offering High Speed
Internet Access for a Lot Less.

I10-393-4A0327

www.NoCatNetworks.com ¢ sales@nocatnetworks.com
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‘Go Ahead..Smilel

$410 Exams & X-Rays
(Regularly $215)

Cash Patients. Limited Time Offer. Expires 3/03/04

Based on California Dental Fee Survey

Dr.Vafadar, DDS. DDM.

12113 Santa Monica Blvd. Suite 204  Call us today for your next appointment.

_ 310.571.3000

FEATURING: THE INTRA ORAL CAMERA
TO WATCH YOUR DENTAL EXAM!

H General & Cosmetic Dentistry

M Oral Surgery

M Fillings (Mercury free)

H Bonding, Veneers & Porcelain Crowns

B Gum Treatments

M Dentures, Partials & Repairs

Free Cosmetic Consultation

Let us design and create your masterpiece smile in the
most up-to-date technology and relaxing environment.

Medical and most insurance accepted

FREE PARKING

J




Page 10 0 Weekend, March 6-7, 2004 0 Santa Monica Daily Press

|

NATIONAL

GOP contributor in NM gets leeway for oil drilling

BY PETE YOST

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — The government
has eased Clinton-era oil and gas drilling
restrictions on a large tract of desert grass-
land in New Mexico in a decision that ben-
efits a large Republican donor in the state.

The donor, George Yates, says his con-
tributions and fund-raising assistance to
Vice President Dick Cheney had nothing
to do with the decision. The Interior
Department says its drilling plan, while
opening up more land in Otero Mesa, will
be the most restrictive ever.

The Bush administration “would allow
141 oil and gas wells over about 7 million
acres; Interior is committed to protecting
our public lands,” department spokesman
Mark Pfeifle said.

However, environmentalists are crying

“We expect to see a lot more drilling than
the BLM will admit, given the number of companies
that now want access.”

— PETER ALTMAN
Campaign to Protect America’s Lands

foul.

The Bureau of Land Management “sur-
rendered to the demands of one oil com-
pany and the political power of the name
to which it was connected,” the Campaign
to Protect America’s Lands said Thursday
in contrasting the Bush administration’s
plan for Otero Mesa with the Clinton
administration’s.

The environmental group said the
Interior Department’s estimate of 143

=Errarde-fie.

/,-' Protecting the most valuable
" commodity in L.A. ... YOUR TIME!

W Chauffered limo service
M Relocation services

M Detail oriented attention to your daily tasks
H Complete tech support for your home/office/small biz

Major Credit Cards Accepted < Virtually anything you need! Just ask!

M Care of plants and pets

W Your personal concierge

400 S. Beverly Dr., Ste 214 in Beverly Hills - (310) 876-3180 - fax (310) 876-0182

Check us out at our website: www.errandsetc.biz

It's Not a Private Club.
It Just Plays Like One.

When you play Robinson Ranch, you'll feel transported to a golf destination
as exclusive as some of the world's most celebrated private clubs.

Yet, remarkably, you are only minutes from Santa Monica

TROCM GOLF i

ROBINSON RANCH
two 18 hole layouts only 40 minutes from Santa Monica

27734 Sand Canyon Road, Santa Clarita, CA 91351
Clubhouse - 661 252-8484 Golf Shop - 661 252-7666

wells is based on an outdated plan for
Otero Mesa before Yates drilled a suc-
cessful well there in the late 1990s.

“We expect to see a lot more drilling
than the BLM will admit, given the num-
ber of companies that now want access,”
said Peter Altman.

Pfeifle called the environmental organ-
ization “a special interest fund-raising
group that focuses exclusively on partisan
misinformation.” Among its supporters is
Eric Schaeffer, who resigned from the
Environmental Protection Agency, con-
tending the Bush White House was under-
mining anti-pollution efforts at power
plants that violate clean air laws.

During the Clinton presidency, one of
Yates’ companies previously drilled a suc-
cessful natural gas well six years ago at
Otero Mesa.

BLM subsequently proposed restrict-
ing drilling in many areas to near road-
sides, drawing sharp criticism from one of
Yates’ companies.

“With all due respect, the notion that
we can explore and develop the fluid min-
erals resource on federal lands by direc-
tionally drilling from the existing roads is
silly!” a family member from George
Yates’ firm wrote the government in 2000.

Two months ago, the Bush administra-
tion eased the proposed drilling restric-
tions, saying that well drilling in Otero
Mesa should be limited “to no more than 5

percent” of a leased area at any one time.

“The environmentalists are claiming
that I was able to change a process to my
benefit when in fact the result of the
process is highly restricted land use,”
Yates said.

Cheney participated in a political fund-
raiser hosted by Yates in 2002, and Yates
has made over $90,000 in personal cam-
paign donations over the past five years,
almost all to Republicans, according to
the Center for Responsive Politics, which
tracks political donations.

“I never discussed Otero Mesa with the
vice president,” said Yates. “Having him
in my home for a political fund-raiser and
discussing personal business would be in
my judgment bad form.”

Yates said, “I’d give to more Democrats
if I really wanted to buy influence. CEOs
of large corporations that are worried
about political access give to both, but I
don’t play that game. I give to people who
represent my political philosophy, and as a
result I stand to be criticized.”

New Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson,
who was energy secretary in the Clinton
administration, is among those protesting
the development plan.

Yates Petroleum, an oil and gas compa-
ny controlled by relatives of Yates, con-
tributed over $100,000 in the 2002 elec-
tions, making it the No. 1 donor in New
Mexico, according to the Center for
Responsive Politics.

“My uncles and cousins don’t have an
interest in Otero Mesa on federal lands
and I have no ownership in Yates
Petroleum,” George Yates responded.

Steven Griles, the No. 2 official at the
Interior Department, once lobbied for
Yates Petroleum, but “that has nothing to
do with me or Otero Mesa,” Yates said.

STILL SMOKING?

Life is Short — Why Make it Shorter

John McGrail C.Ht.
Certifified Hypnotherapist

(310) 235-2882

Have Fun Getting

FIT By the BEACH

Feel Better...Lose Weight...Improve your Health!

State of the Heart Fitness offers:

W *4-Week “Way to Wellness” program
B Personal Training

W Exercise Classes

H Life Coaching

B Health & Wellness Education

*Inquire about our Way to Wellness program, Exercise, Eating & Stress Management...

all in one great program!

Located at the Loews Santa Monica Beach Hotel
310-842-5657 » www.globalfitnesssolutionsonline.com

DID YOU KNOW?: There are 236 metered parking spots in downtown SM.
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Marines getting mixed reviews

By The Associated Press

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti — Some smiles but also
some hostile words greeted U.S. Marines as they
expanded their patrols in Port-au-Prince as the capital
took faltering steps toward normalcy after the resigna-
tion of President Jean-Bertrand Aristide.

“You took our president — now you’re taking our
country!” a young boy shouted Thursday as a U.S. con-
voy passed an angry crowd.

But people also laughed as one Marine, fighting a
sweltering heat, emptied a canteen of water of his head.
Most Haitians walk many miles to get clean water. “I
feel much safer now the Marines are here,” said Frantz
Labissiere, 44.

The Organization of American States announced the
establishment of a tripartite council that is the first step
toward forming a government of national unity in the
impoverished Caribbean nation of 8 million.

Within a week, the three members will choose, by
consensus, seven members for a Council of Sages. That
council will propose a new prime minister.

The killings of Haitians continued despite the arrivals
of international troops — the vanguard of a U.N. peace-
keeping mission — and a pledge by rebel leader Guy
Philippe that his men would disarm.

In Gressier, just west of Port-au-Prince, an
Associated Press reporter saw the bodies of four men in
the street Thursday. All were shot in the head and three
had their hands tied behind their backs.

Bishop to face day of reckoning

By The Associated Press

SPRINGFIELD, Mass. — One boy was a recent
immigrant who eagerly accepted an offer of English les-
sons from his parish priest. The other was the boy’s high
school friend.

What followed, according to lawyers, is a sordid tale
of abuse in which the priest allegedly plyed the two altar
boys with alcohol and sexually molested them in the

1970s.

On Thursday, Hampden District Attorney William
Bennett announced he will pursue sex abuse charges
against retired Springfield Bishop Thomas Dupre, 70,
who is accused of abusing the two boys, who are now 39
and 40 years old.

If a grand jury indicts him, Dupre would become the
first bishop charged in the sex scandal that engulfed the
Roman Catholic Church two years ago.

Bennett said the statute of limitations on the abuse
itself has likely expired. But because Dupre allegedly
tried to recently conceal the abuse, it may still be possi-
ble to charge him with molesting the boys, Bennett said.

Nationally, there have been at least a dozen grand
jury investigations involving bishops, and four have
resigned after being accused of sexual misconduct.

Senate steps in to save jobs

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Voicing anxiety about the flow
of American jobs to foreign shores, the Senate voted to
restrict federal contractors from using tax dollars to
relocate work abroad.

The 70-26 vote Thursday to insert the ban into a cor-
porate tax bill represented an early victory for
Democrats, who have piled up a stack of proposals
aimed at stemming American job losses to other nations.
Democrats voted unanimously to back the ban.

Republicans were split over the restriction, though
many said it would harm the nation’s relations with for-
eign countries and eventually backfire.

“I think retaliation would be the order of the day,”
said Sen. Mitch McConnell, R-Ky.

GOP leaders succeeded in including one condition,
that the policy not go into effect until the Commerce
Department certifies it wouldn’t harm the economy or
exacerbate job losses.

If signed into law, the ban would stop contractors
from moving work offshore in cases where the govern-
ment privatizes work once done by federal employees,
when the federal government contracts for goods and

services, and when state governments contract work
using federal funds.

Kerry looks for gravy train

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Democrat John Kerry is setting
an ambitious $105 million goal for his effort to unseat
President Bush and will soon start a 20-city fund-raising
blitz aimed at scooping up at least $15 million by May.

If Kerry reaches his target, it would be a fund-raising
high for the Democrats and roughly match the record
$106 million that Bush raised for his primary campaign
in 2000. Bush has already surpassed that total this year,
collecting more than $155 million for his re-election
bid, with millions more to come.

Kerry raised about $25 million last year and hopes to
take in $80 million more this year before the party’s
convention in late July.

He can raise money through the spring and summer,
before the party’s nominating convention, because he
opted out of the public financing system and its $45 mil-
lion spending cap for the primary season.

Kerry’s fund-raising blitz starts March 29.

Kerry will enlist help for events in smaller cities from
surrogates such as his wife, Teresa Heinz Kerry, and
former presidential hopefuls Dick Gephardt and Wesley
Clark.

Bush vs. Kerry too close to call

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — John Kerry and President Bush
are starting the general election campaign tied, accord-
ing to an Associated Press poll, while independent
Ralph Nader is drawing enough support to make
Democrats squirm.

The Republican incumbent had 46 percent support,
Democrat Kerry had 45 percent and Nader, the 2000
Green Party candidate who entered the race last month,
was at 6 percent in the survey conducted for the AP by
Ipsos-Public Affairs.

Bush and the four-term Massachusetts senator, who
emerged as the nominee Tuesday after a string of pri-
mary race wins over several rivals, have run close or
Kerry has been ahead in most recent polls that did not
include Nader.
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PBig Bean’s Cafe i
AT SanTa Moxica BEacH JAPANESE RESTAURANT

Where the “locals” meet and the “fun loving” tourists always retum!

SUN ¢ FUN » GREAT FOOD

BEER  WINE « MUSIC

SPORTS TV « 2 OUTDOOR PATIOS
SMOKING ALLOWED
REASONABLE PRICES! CHILDREN WELCOME!

1615 Ocean Front, Santa Monica (310) 393-2666

At Santa Monica Beach in front of the historic merry-go round, just
below & southeast of the pier. This location has been here since 1902

5% Lunch Special

Choose 2 Select Iltems (served w/ Miso Soup)
Available from 11a.m. to 3 p.m.

Sushi & Roll Special

Buy 1 get second item free
Exp. March. 31, 2004

2645 LINCOLN BLVD.IN SANTA MONICA
(AT OCEAN PARK INSIDE THOMAS’ COFFEE SHOP)

(310) 452-2265
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CLASSIFIEDS

S3°° per day.Up to 15 words, 20 cents gach additional word.

Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative

Employment

For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos Rent
Houses for Rent

Roomates

Commerical Lease

Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage

Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities

Yard Sales

Health and Beauty

Fitness

Wealth and Success

Lost and Found

Personals
Obituaries

Employment Employment Vehncles for sale Vehlcles [ Vehicles for sale [ Vehicles for sale | Veh|cles for sale

$3 5K per week income poten-
tial work from home, NOT MLM.
(800)570-3782 Ext. 4020.

ADVERTISING
SALES
INTERNSHIP

Learn about the fast paced and
creative world of advertising!
Create real world ad campaigns,
work with customers, gain
experience in proposal writing,
media planning and outstanding
customer service. Must be
computer literate, have an
outgoing personality and enjoy
multi-tasking. Email resume to
ross@smdp.com or call
310-458-7737 x 104

Fimla Women Dy P

ADVERTISING SALES

Work with clients to figure out
their message, package it
cleverly, get results. Must be
persistent and willing to make
the calls, knock on doors,
network fiercely. One third
selling,one third PR and Mar-
keting, one third keeping
yourself organized. This can
be fun for the right person,
misery for the wrong person.
Front loaded commission pro-
gram enables you to start
making money right away, if
you have what it takes. Great
long term potential for the
right personality. Energetic
office full of resources to help
you grow as a professional.
Must be a self starter, high
energy and computer literate.
Send resume and cover letter
to ross@smdp.com.

Sana Morica Daify Press

AUTO DETAILER wanted. No
experience required will train.
California drivers license/clean
DMV required. Apply with DMV
printout P/T.F/T $7/hr 310-459-
6800, Greg

STATION FOR Rent. Hip, light,
airy Santa Monica Salon.
$250/wk P/T available
310-395-8025

RECEPTIONIST FRONT
office position answering
phones, greeting visitors and
providing clerical support for
busy shopping center, mgmt.
office. Only candidates with a
minimum of one year local ex-
perience and knowledge of MS
word and excel will be consid-
ered. Full time position provid-
ing parking and benefits, hours
M-F 8:30-5:30. Qualified appli-
cants should e-mail resume and
cover letter
to:char_bossel@macerich.com
or fax both to (310)451-9939
attn: Char. No phone calls
please.

CIRCULATION MANAGER
Early morning, part time
Circulation manager need-
ed

immediately. Must have
reliable transportation,
clean driving record and
proof of

insurance. Must be detail
oriented, and willing to
work early mornings (2am
to 8am), six days a week.
Ex-military preferred, Du-
ties include, pick up of
newspapers, distribution
to rack, box and drop lo-
cations,

development of new
territory, rack and box
maintenance, daily
communication with office
management of other driv-

ers. Call 310-458-7737 x
104
CUSTOMER SERVICE/

Account Manager for tele-com-
munications consulting compa-
ny. Microsoft Office experi-
enced. $10-$12/hr Fax resume
(310)998-5690

GENERAL OFFICE P/T

Includes cleaning, Santa
Monica. Fax work history/
resume to 310-394-0697

HATARI IS looking for an
experienced salesperson F/T.
Fax resume to 310-260-1273 or
call for interview. 1406 Montana
Ave.

ROBERT MICHAELS
Sauta Wowica
The following position is available:

KEYHOLDER/SALES
ASSOCIATE - PART-TIME

Seeking motivated Keyholder/Sales
Associate for women’s boutique on
Montana Ave. in Santa Monica.
Experience in retail, customer sales
and opening/closing operations.
Highly responsible, self starter as well
as team player attitude.
Part-time position with flexible hours
and the ability to work weekends.
Fax resume to E.M. @
(323) 584-5955

NANNY/HOUSEKEEPER 5
days/wk, live out, good english
& references required. House in
Brentwood/Riviera Palisades
area, must have own
transportation 818-591-9228
Mon-Fri

PERSONAL ASSISTANT, P/T
20 hrs a week. Work from
home, computer necessary. Up
to $25/hr. Fax resume to
310-458-2985

SALES PROFESSIONAL

THE DAILY PRESS is seeking
a qualified, aggressive, tele-
phone representative to help us
develop new business in classi-
fied advertising. Must have ex-
perience in telephone sales, not
afraid to make 80 - 100 calls
per day and be a self starter.
Must be well spoken, computer
literate, and possess a passion
for customer service. Please
send resumes to :
ross@smdp.com

Claude Short

Auto Sales Dealer

’01 DODGE
DURANGO R/T
VIN 544097 Loaded, Leather
only 31K, 1owner $19,995

’94 JAGUAR XJ6
VIN 687617 Pristine cond.
6 disc changer wire wheels

$10,000

’97 BMW 328i
convertible VIN T98113 Super
clean low miles $18,500

’98 DODGE GRAND
CARAVAN LE
VIN 530531 $9000

’03 DODGE VIPER
VIN 500992 Rare red car w/
black top 43 mls $83,000

’03 HONDA CIVIC LX
1400 miles VIN 603898
$14,000

2501 Lincoln Blvd. in Venice

(310) 395-3712
[ Employment

SANTA MONICA Financial Firm
seeks Personal Assistant to VP
Great phone voice, excellent
troubleshooting skills &
computer proficient
800-965-0580

STOCK/CASHIER W/EXPERI-
ENCE Santa Monica
liquor/wine  shop. FT/PT 2-
10PM & Weekends Clean DMV
Record required Call (310)915-
9894

WORK P/T No experience
needed, evenings, $8/hr, flexi-
ble schedule. Call (888)263-
9886 .

HOT TUB 2004 Model. Neck
jets. Therapy Seat. Warranty,
never used. Can deliver worth

$5700, sell for $1750
818-785-9043

Furniture

5 PIECE Sectional Sofa
Beautiful black velour, unused,
sacrifice $800. Matching 5-bulb
diner spider lamp. $50
310-709-0990

YOUR AD
HERE

ADVERTISE!!!

Santa Monica Daily
Press Classifieds

( Tord

OF SANTA MONICA

’02 Ford Mustang
5-Speed, A/C, P/W,
P/Locks, SHARP CAR!
(ID#F116156)

'01 Ford F150
V6, automatic, P/W, P/C,
(ID#A29098)

'97 Ford Explorer
Eddie Bauer Edition

Leather, Alloys, Sun Roof,
Low Miles, Multi-Disc
(ID#C05419)

'99 Dodge Quad Cab

Pick Up, Oversize Tires &

Wheels, Auto, A/C, Sharp
(ID#610134)

'99 Ford Explorer
Red, A/C, Leather
(ID#71978)

’02 Ford Explorer XLT
V8, Leather, Loaded, Black
MANAGER SPECIAL
(ID#A61068)

BRING US YOUR
TRADE-INS

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

310-451-1588

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.

 LBGK |

LEXUS/VOLKSWAGEN
OF SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

O ®

AsLowas 1.9%
Financing on

Selected Models.
Limited Term OAC.

1998 CAMRY LE SEDAN 4D
V6 3.0 Liter, Air
Conditioning, Power Windows
22,698 Miles (054420)

1998 LEXUS GS 300
4D, Sedan, 5-SD Automatic,
Alloy Wheels, Moon Roof
(019197)

2000 GRAND CHEROKEE
4WD, Automatic, Moon Roof,
Roof Rack, Privacy Glass
29,348 Miles (232441)

2002 VW GOLF GLS
4D Hatchback, 5-Speed
Air Conditioning (016284)

2002 VW GTI VR6
2D Hatchback, 5-Speed,
Leather, Moon Roof
(006117)

1100 Santa Monica Bivd

(310) 319-1661

LAcarGUYcom

TOYOTA
SANTA MONICA

Monumental
Savings!

’98 CELICA GT
CONVERTIBLE,
Low Miles Super Clean
(W0049313) $11,998

’99 LEXUS ES 300
Lexus Luxury
(X5072626) $14,950

’95 TOYOTA 4-RUNNER
4x4, Limited — Loaded
(S0173691) $9,995

’98 FORD F150
Lariat, Leather, Low Miles
(WKA76579) $12,450

’00 TOYOTA

SOLARA SLE

V-6, Auto, Loaded
(YC304076) $10,998

’02 FORD FOCUS ZX5
Auto, A/C, CD + More
(ZR116904) $10,850

’03 TOYOTA RAV4
Recent trade, Warranty
(30108392) $17,995

AD EXPIRES 2/29/04
All advertised prices exclude gov-
ernment fees and taxes, any
finance charges, any dealer doc-
ument preparation charges, and
any emission testing charge.

HURRY TO:
832 Santa Monica Blvd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUYcom

Vehicles for sale

Claude Short Auto Sales

Offering Quality Service to the Westside since 1927

Rare Red Ca
Only 43 Miles vin

This Week's Special

e Viper
+ w/ Black Top
4500992 §

03 Dodg

Four Generations

Devoted Service

3,000

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in VVenice

(310) 395-3712
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DRUM LESSONS in

home! Great w/children & be-
ginners, first lesson FREE! Call
Tom (310)422-2699.

TUTORING AVAILABLE for all
subjects by credentialed K-6
Teacher & Reading, language,
arts specialist.310-385-2782

GET PAID TO GIVE BLOOD!
Help us help others. Qualified
healthy individuals receive
monetary compensation.
for information: Clinical
Research Technologies
310-572-1666

Call

BEVERLY HILLS ADJ.
$1175.00 Close to malls. On
Sweetzer. Bright 2bdrm/1ba,
parking, d/w, stove,

laundry,
water & trash included newly
finished hardwood, fresh paint,
small pet OK.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BRENTWOOD $1250.00 Tradi-
tional 2bdrm/1ba. Upper, newer
carpet, fridge, stove, laundry &
parking. No pets.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

The BEST
RENTALS
in VENICE

ELLY NEsis Co. INC
(310) 396-4443
ellynesis.com

CULVER CITY $650.00 Quiet,
single, remodeled  building,
pool, landscape, balcony, car-
pets. Convenient to shopping,
premises, dishwasher, fire-
place, refrigerator, stove.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Compa-
ny. 2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa
Monica, CA 90403.

SANTA MONICA  $1300/mo
2bd, 11/2ba, upper, carpets,
innds, refrigerator, stove,
laundry, parking. No pets. 9th
St. north of Wilshire
310-456-7137

SANTA MONICA $1550.00 N.
of Wilshire. Contemporary, spa-
cious, 2bdrm/2ba, stove, dish-
washer, parking, pet OK, W/D
in unit, mini-blinds, fridge.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

MDR ADJ $675 large single,
lower, w/large closets, full
kitchen, refridgerator, very light,
freshly painted. Laundry,
parking & no pets.
(310)828-4481

PASADENA $725.00 Spacious
1bdrm/1ba, beamed ceilings,
very private, hardwood floors,
large closets, upper unit, air
conditioning.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA
near Montana & Ocean
1B+DEN $1450/mo,
2B+ 2Bath $1950/mo
310-289-0499

SANTA  MONICA $1100/mo
1bd, 1ba. Bright, light upper
front available immediately.
Stove, laundry, parking, 310-
394-4837

SANTA  MONICA Penthouse
Ocean View, 3bd 2ba-+loft,
dining, living, balcony, built-ins,
hardwood floors 2 car garage
$4800/mo 626-485-3015

Employment

EARLY MORNING DELIVERY

Newspaper delivery person needed to deliver the Santa
Monica Daily Press.Very good hourly pay. Must have own
vehicle, preferably a pick-up or light truck, insurance and clean
driving record. Responsible for delivery six days a week. Up to
five hours nightly. Must be detail oriented, reliable and
responsible. Long term position available immediately.

Call 310-458-7737 x104

Santa Wonioa Dailp Press

SANTA  MONICA  $1600/mo
1523 19th Street #3 2bd 2ba,
den,lower 2 patios, parking,
laundry, painted.310-450-3314

SANTA MONICA $795.00 Low-
er Unit, Part. Furn., safe neigh-
borhood, bright, full kitchen, off
of Wilshire Blvd., utils. inc.,
amenities include Street park-
ing, Indry facilities, crpts, fur-
nished, refrig., stv, storage.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA
$1400/mo. New tiles,
appliances, hardwood floors,
bright/airy, beautifull garden
area. Franklin/Arizona
310-729-5367

SANTA MONICA 2bdrm 2ba
$1650/mo 15th Street. South of
Montana, new carpet, paint &
floor.310-312-8100

SANTA MONICA 2bdrm 2ba
$1575/mo, new carpet, new
paint, refrigerator, walk-in closet
call Gail 310-718-9158

SANTA MONICA Adj. 2bd 1ba
$1890/mo includes all utilities &
cable, hardwood floors,No
dogs! 805-499-5775

SANTA MONICA Condo, t/s,
hrdwd flrs, laundry, yard, re-
mod, prkng, m to m, $1300
www.westsiderentals.com

1bd

SANTA MONICA Duplex, lower,
dog ok, r/s, hrdwd firs, back-
yard, pvt patio, $1595
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Duplex, /s,
balcony, gated, hrdwd flIrs, laun-
dry, near SMC, $1250
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA shrd apt, pvt
rm, r/s, laundry, quiet, prkng, m
to m, $500
www.westsiderentals.com

ENJOY LIFE ON THE 3RD STREET PROMENADE

GREAT LIVE/WORK SPACE

Walk to the Beach @ Pedestrian Lifestyle ¢ Beautiful Studio Apts. from $1,100 per month

310-394-9833

*One year lease minimum term. Utilities, Stove, & Refrigerator included.

MP

MAITRCRCLITAM Paritie

SANTA
Wilishire.1+1 upper unit, brlght
new carpet & paint. Close to

MONICA  N.

10 short blocks to
beach and Promenade.
$1290/mo lease month to
month, Closed garage for
$179/mo. 661-330-0836

SANTA MONICA shrd apt, pvt
rm, r/s, dishwasher, patio, m to
m, util incld,$575
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Triplex, rfs,
full kitch, new crpt, pvt entry,
prkng, refurbished, $900
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, 3+2, dish-
washer,crpt, Ig closets, laundry,
blinds, prkng, $1595
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, hrdwd flrs,
laundry, courtyard blg, prkng,
near beach, $850
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, /s, Ig clos-
ets, laundry, high ceilings, near
shopping, prkng,$825
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, r/s, micro,
bright & airy, W/D, 6-unit blg,
prkng,quiet $700
www.westsiderentals.com

STUDIO CITY $1000.00
1bdrm/iba New w/d in each
unit, new bbq and sun patio w/
fountain, central air & heat, mir-
rored wardrobe doors.

grocery,

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

W. LA 1 Large 1bd/1ba
$950/mo.  Hardwood  floors,
venetian blinds, walk-in closets
310-826-3360

WEST HOLLYWOOD $795.00
Great 1bdrm/1ba, patio, 2 units

available, patio, hardwood
floors, stove, fridge, Spanish
style.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

WLA $1390/MO. 2 Bedrooms, 1
bath, hardwood floors, large
kitchen (310)391-8880.

Houses For Rent

SANTA MONICA Adj. 2bd 1ba
$1890/mo includes all utilities &
cable, hardwood floors,No
dogs! 805-499-5775

SANTA MONICA Ocean View
2bd 2ba+ office, hardwood
floors, Ocean Park. 2553 3rd
St. Pets negotiable $3300/mo
310-480-5623

SMALL COUNTRY HOME IN
MONTANA NEIGHBORHOOD
Designer one bedroom in a
private garden with brick patio.
Exquisite attention to detail,
high beamed ceilings, wood
floors, fireplace, new stainless
steel appliances and limestone
bath. Completely secured and
gated environment, near 14th &
Montana. Enclosed garage, no
pets.$2500/mo

310-826-7960

Roommates

ROOMMATE WANTED Beach
Front $1500/mo share bath. All
utilities included No pets, n/s
Darren 310-451-8256

ROOMMATE  WANTED to
share a large 3 BR/2BA house
in West LA, Rancho Park area.
Large Yard, sunroom,
washer/dryer, dishwasher. We
are professional
twentysomethings, M/F, a cou-
ple of well-behaved dogs. $750
per month. Call 310-55-1151.
Available 4/1

Commercial Lease

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES 6th ST.

ONE MONTH
FREE RENT

Remodeled: Mediterranean Design
Near Promenade, Windows
Parking, Garden Courtyard
Janitorial, Utilities included

2-4 Rooms, Short/Long Term

$1495-$2450
(310) 395-4620

COMMERCIAL  SPACE to
share. Approx. 600sg/ft open to
artists, manicurists,small
business, Talk to me!
310-395-8025

MDR SHARE space. New suite,
3 space in small Law Firm. Law
Library, Conference Room, Re-
ceptionist, Copier, DSL, Parking
Available, 90 Freeway close.
Starting at $800. (310)553-
0756.

OFFICE SPACE. 350-1000
Sq Ft. Reasonable. 19th &
Colorado Santa Monica
310-453-4427

SANTA MONICA
WILSHIRE BLVD. OFFICE
500-15000 SQ.FT
RETAIL1,000 SQ/FT

ALL

310-476-5511

SANTA MONICA 1334 Lincoln
Blvd 1140sqg/ft $2200/mo. &
600 sqg/ft 1300/mo. Can
combine. E.Keasbey
(310)477-3192.

SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days
per/wk  $500/mo.  Jasmine
(310)392-9596.

THERAPY OFFICE for rent.
Part/Time rent negotiable down-
town Santa Monica, Paula 310-
451-7211

VENICE  OFFICE Lincoln
1600sq ft@ $1.4NNN.Open
space, 2 privates, kitchen,
parking, George Gross Agent
310-586-0344

WAREHOUSE SPACE
1300sq/ft Includes 1 office and
bedroom; Lease for 6-30/mo
@$2300/mo Includes roll-up
door+4 parking spaces. Locat-
ed in S.M. Colorado & Yale.
Quiet, safe & accessible.

Tom 310-612-0840

Real Estate

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership
Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer
Call Today
310-745-4847

Buy or Sell Tomorrow

CULVER CITY Condo 1bd/1ba
Frplc, balc, bright corner unit.
Multiple upgrades, pool &gym.
$289K 310-396-3377

MORTGAGE NOTE. CALY
TODAY TO FIND OUT HOW
[YOU CAN CONVERT YOUR
MONTHLY PAYMENTS INTO|
A LARGE LUMP SUM OF
CASH.

818-878-3006

MAR VISTA Hill w/large lot,
Possible view w/remodel 3bd 1
3/4 ba, den 1700sq/ft, 3336
Grandview Blvd. By owner,
$789K Shown 3/13/04
10am-2pm or by appointment.
661-252-3480

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525
SALES - RENTALS

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED
SANTA MONICA
1230 Berkeley $995
Upper 1 bed, stove & fridge,
parking, walk to Wilshire
828 11th St. $ 1200
Upper 1 bed, balcony, 1/2
block to Montana Ave.

117 Strand st. $1500
Upper 1 bed, steps to beach,
remodeled kitchen, parking

2655 30th St. $1500
Upper 2 bed, 2 bath, large,
approx 1200SF, 2 parking

1224 12th St. $1550
Upper 2 bed, 1 1/2 baths,
bright, front unit, balcony

402 Montana $1595
Upper 2 bed, hardwood & car-
pet, gated parking, dishwasher

BRENTWOOD
WEST LA

11615 Darlington

Brentwood $1090

Upper 1 bed, new carpet &

stove, OPEN HOUSE Sat &
Sun 11am - 4pm

1975 Beverly Glen,
West LA, $1350
Near Century City, remodeled
kitchen, new carpet & blinds

FOR MORE LISTINGS G0 TO

WWW.ROQUE-MARK COM

Real Estate Wanted

MOTIVATED BUYER: | buy

houses, any area, any price,
any condition

Call (310)422-4933 .

$10 OFF/AD THERAPY &
RELAX 1227 LINCOLN BLVD
#201 SANTA MONICA
(323)630-9506

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

BODYWORK BY PAUL. DEEP
OR LIGHT  PRESSURE
$40/70MIN. ATHLETES
WELCOME NON-SEXUAL
PAUL (310)741-1901.
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T Forse Employment [ Announcements [ Fitness

BLUETOOTH™ USB ADAPTER

IN BOX WITH MANUAL, BARELY USED.
PERFECT CONDITION

$25.00

CALL ALEX: 310.399.0336 OR EMAIL: ALEX 01 TMAGATIN £0M

= Dfiers bl b b oueity by 128 bit snorppties i sitbestiiaten. allowiay
¥ou ba securaly sccens sy Blustaoth device withot win
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local retail stores

MERCHANDISER

* Part-Time %
LHE Inc., a national Book Distributor, seeks a
permanent part-time worker to independently
merchandise family and children’s books to
in the West LA area.
Flexible schedule, no evenings/weekends.
For immediate consideration call:

800/395-LEVY, AD code 94. EOE

[ tassage |

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong
and tender relaxing bodywork
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

FULL BODY Swedish to light
fingertip massage by classy Eu-
ropean therapist. Serious call-
ers only. (310)826-7271.

FULL SERVICE Massage
Therapy for Women Swedish &
Shower gel full body scrub.
323-660-3732Call David

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian
Staff (310)899-3709.

Massage

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with an ex-
quisite full body Swedish/Deep-
tissue massage. Laura
(310)394-2923 (310)569-0883.

WESTSIDE BOMBSHELL
Sparkling green eyes, 527, fit
and toned. Naturally busty,
soothing sensual touch, full
body massage. Crystal 310-
339-6709 In/Out *Special Rate
for Outcalls*

Announcements

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP
meeting. Last Wednesday of
the month; at Sunrise Assisted
Living, Pacific Palisades call
(310)573-9545/Linda.

"I SOLD it one day! When | put
my futon for sale in the Daily
Press, it took me one day to sell
it...thanks!" Nina Stewart, San-
ta Monica.

Business Opps

ABSOLUTE GOLDMINE! 60
Vending machines with excel-
lent locations all for $10,995.
(800)234-6982.

BUILD CLIENTELE in
Brentwood. Share Studio
w/Esthetician ideal for Botox or
collagen injections. 310-451-
9880

Yard Sales

ALLEY SALE 627 9th Street
8am Saturday

TRINITY CHURCH huge

annual rummage sale. We have
everything! Saturday 3/6
8:30am 1015 California Ave/SM

YARD SALE: 2911
Military near
Sepulveda/National.
Designer clothing,
stereo receiver, other
computer equipment,
furniture, etc. No early
birds please! 8AM-1PM

ACCOUNTING CYCLE Taxes!
Taxes! Call for your free tax or-
ganizer today! 310-740-1390
Pin#P00260949

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing,
drywall, electrical. 30 years in
this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

[ Sorvieos ] Services |
DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

e Evening hours + emergency services
e Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers

© 20+ years of experience

e UCLA Graduate

e Most insurances accepted

e Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS
310-315-3676

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 * SANTA MONICA
BEST MOVERS [ o
No job too small

DISCOUNT
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR PLUMBING
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

© DRAINS = HEAT
Free prep. & boxes. Discount for RESIDENTIAL = COMMERCIAL
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844 (310) 439-7771 aw prices nesoriaeLe
(323) 997-1193 15% OFF WITH THIS AD

24

HOUR

COMMERCIAL

Residential Remodel
HONEST & RELIABLE
FREE ESTIMATES

e

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

THE MOLD EXPERTS

Expert Mold
Inspection,
Investigation

& Remediation

400 S. Beverly Dr., Ste 214
in Beverly Hills

(310) 281-2282

www.errandsetc.biz

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,
unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and
other home/office paper
management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”

fast, reliable. We take care of
your cleaning, own transporta-
tion. $40 (818)705-0297.
MARCO TELECOM: Phone
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

STILL
SMOKING?

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

Certified
Hypnotherapist

(310) 235-2882

NOTICETO
READERS:

California law requires that
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or
materials) be licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board. State law also requires
that contractors include their
license number on all
advertising. You can check the
status of your licensed
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed
contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state
in their advertisements that
they are not licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board.

ONE HOUR Alterations,
hemming, jeans, pants, skirts,
etc. Made by professional Call
Michael 310-980-2674

PAINTING TOP QUALITY A&A
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta
(310)560-9864.

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured - Lic#658-486
PAINTING * CARPENTRY « ROOFING
CONCRETE » ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

) Ocean Onsis
A WMedical Day Spa for Women
Facials  Yoga * Pilates + Therapeutic Massage
Pregnancy & Post-pregnancy services
BRING IN A FRIEND FOR YOGA AND SHE’S FREE!

(310) 458-8190

Dr. Lisa Masterson, M.D.

TONE BODY

IMPROVE POSTURE

PILATES CLASS AT
THE DANCE DOCTOR

213-500-2718
[ personals |

FINANCIAL SECURE 70 seek-
ing 50 plus, petite, secure lady
for companion, travel, hiking,
homelife. (310)452-3131.

Talk to a Model 24hrs.
310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222

$15/15 min.
CC/Check OK
www.USLove.com

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

Business Services

DO YOU Mind Earning an Extra
300-2100/wk?  Working 10
Hours a Week? Call
323-632-1234

High-Speed Intemet Acess
UP TO 8X FASTER THAN OSL

Only *12* per month
« No Contract

© Includes Email and
Webspace
* 1-Month Trial

NoCat Networks

3I10-393-4037

Computer Services

COMPUTER HELP: Your office
or home.Computer tune-up,
Microsoft Word, Excel,
Quickbooks, internet navigation,
software installation. PO Sale
(8310)207-3366/310-801-6845

DIGITAL DUCHESS
COMPUTER SPECIALIST

Extremely Professional Service at a Low Rate

mRepairs  m Training
| 1 mUpgrades m Networking
“= mSetup u Wireless

(310) 395-6884 or email
kerry@digitalduchess.com

GRAPHIC DESIGNER Print or
Web Raymond Fernandez
310-780-5725
portfolios.com/raymond
fernandez

Classified Advertising Conditions :REGULAR RATE: $2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS:
First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit
after an ad has run more than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All private
party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310)458-
7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade,
Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310)458-7737.
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

Boob tube: Janet Jackson will return to live TV

By The Associated Press

B NEW YORK — Echoing her on-stage partner,
Janet Jackson says her breast exposure during the Super
Bowl halftime show was a “costume accident.”

“It was not intentional. It was a costume accident,”
Jackson tells Ebony magazine for its April issue in her first
interview since the now-infamous Feb. 1 performance.

“It was an accident,” she says. “That was basically it.”

Timberlake has said that when he reached for Jackson’s
top, exposing her right breast covered only in a sun-
shaped nipple shield, it was a “wardrobe malfunction.”

In the article, Jackson also discusses her boyfriend of
the past year and a half, record producer Jermaine
Dupri, about whom she’s been reticent in the past.

“Things are great with us,” the 37-year-old singer
says. “I’m sorry, but I get so tickled when you say his
name. It’s so funny because I’ve never been in a rela-
tionship when my friends adore him and my family just
loves him. It’s a first me for me.

“But more importantly,” she added, “I love him.
Everything is great.”

Jackson is headed back to network television on
April 10 as the host and musical guest of “Saturday
Night Live,” NBC announced.

B ASPEN, Colo. — Playwright and poet August
Wilson was awarded the Freedom of Speech Award dur-
ing the U.S. Comedy Arts Festival.

Cartoonist Garry Trudeau, who presented the award
Thursday, called Wilson “the most influential play-
wright of our time.”

Wilson won a Pulitzer Prize and a Tony Award for his
1987 play “Fences.” He’s working on the 10th play in a
cycle that depicts the black experience during every
decade of the 20th century.

“This emboldens me in my search for the limitations
of my art,” he said while accepting the award.

Wilson wore a T-shirt reading “I am supposed to be
white” on the front and “I am an accident. This didn’t
turn out white” on the back.

He said he had only a few opportunities while grow-
ing up in the Hill District of Pittsburgh: the “opportuni-
ty to die young, the opportunity to buy some dope and
the opportunity to go to jail.”

He credited his courageous mother and a colony of
artists, poets and painters for shaping his sensibilities.

Wilson said he discovered his writer’s voice in mid-
dle age.

“In my 35th year, I came to a road marked ‘theater,”
he said. “I plan to write until I’'m 97. Then I’'m going to
retire.”

B LOS ANGELES — Shaquille O’Neal is partner-
ing with the owners of Staples Center on a new team
merchandise store at Universal CityWalk.

O’Neal will spend part of his 32nd birthday Saturday
attending the opening of the 4,000-square-foot Team LA
store, owned by AEG. He’ll help introduce a 40-foot
neon sign of his likeness in his Los Angeles Lakers uni-
form that will hang over the store’s entrance.

The store is similar to one that opened at Staples
Center in 1999. It features officially licensed merchan-
dise from all NBA, NHL, NFL, major league baseball
and major league soccer teams.

“I’ll be stopping by regularly, making suggestions on
ways to make the store even better, and of course,
checking out the books,” O’Neal said in a statement.
“The sports fans in Los Angeles are the best. ... In
Shaq’s superstore, they can dig it.”

O’Neal’s understanding of marketing and his com-
mitment to the project persuaded AEG to join with him

on this deal and potentially others, AEG president and
CEO Tim Leiweke said.

M VENICE, ltaly — Organizers for the Venice Film
Festival said Friday they have named Italian Marco
Muller to replace Moritz de Hadeln of Switzerland as
head of the festival.

Muller, 50, is an Italian movie producer and former
head of smaller festivals in Italy and abroad, including
those in Turin, Rotterdam and Locarno. He’s also a
movie historian and critic, and an expert on Chinese
cinema, according to the cultural association organiz-
ing the festival.

Highlights of his career include the co-production of
the 2001 Oscar-winning movie “No Man’s Land.”

Organizers said Muller’s appointment was for four
years — a term meant to give stability and continuity to
the festival. The director’s work will be reviewed at the
end of this year’s edition, however.

De Hadeln, a Swiss national, led the festival for two
years and was the first non-Italian to ever hold the posi-
tion in some 60 years. Some of his artistic choices have
been criticized.

In 2002, de Hadeln was at the center of controversy
when the film festival jury awarded its top award, the
Golden Lion, to “The Magdalene Sisters,” director
Peter Mullan’s scathing depiction of an abusive
Catholic convent.

Some members of the Biennale’s board had ques-
tioned the jury’s choice, as many considered the movie
to be anti-Catholic. De Hadeln, who had inserted
Mullan’s movie in the festival’s program, also was crit-
icized for presenting the movie “11 ‘09 ‘01,” about the
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

The festival usually starts at the end of August. This

year’s dates have not been announced.
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