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Daily Press Staff Writer

DOWNTOWN Big Blue Bus officials will
conduct a series of public meetings this
week to gather input on proposed changes
in service that involve eliminating some
lesser-used lines and stops and extending
service on others.

The first meeting will be at the Ken

Edwards Center at 6 p.m. today.
The changes are being considered for the

BBB’s five year plan, which is heavily
impacted by both the arrival of the Expo
light rail line and different patterns of use
along bus routes.

The proposals are the result of a line-by-
line survey conducted by Transportation
Management and Design Inc., an interna-
tional firm with offices in Carlsbad, Calif.,

which is also providing planning services
for the Expo light rail line.

Big Blue Bus is required to conduct the
survey every three years, said Linda
Gamberg, spokeswoman for BBB.

“What that means is we actually contract
surveyors to go to every stop and ride every
bus,” Gamberg said.

BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL Elected officials and staff from
City Hall and the school district met last
Friday to begin conceptualizing how to
honor voters’ wishes to give half of Measure
Y funding to Santa Monica and Malibu
schools.

Measure Y, approved in November by
just over 60 percent of voters, will impose a
half-cent transaction-use tax beginning
April 1, 2011. A companion measure called
YY demonstrated voters’ desire for half of
that money to be given to the local school
district.

The question then became how.
“We think there are legal barriers between

revenue sharing between taxing agencies,”
said City Manager Rod Gould.

That means that City Hall cannot sim-
ply hand what is expected to be between
$5 million and $6 million to the Santa
Monica-Malibu Unified School District
without a mechanism that ensures that
the district isn’t getting something for
nothing.

In that spirit, Mayor Richard Bloom,
Mayor Pro-Tem Gleam Davis and Gould
from City Hall met with Board of Education
President Jose Escarce, Vice President Ben
Allen and Superintendent Tim Cuneo to
determine an outline of what such a tool
might look like.

The group met under the auspices of the
annual meeting required by the Joint Use
Agreement, which guarantees the district
$7.8 million this year alone from City Hall
for the use of elementary and middle school
sports facilities.

It may be a sign of things to come — to

BY KATHY GANNON
Associated Press

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan On the dashboard
of his truck, Nowsher Awan keeps a colorful
little box and a toy puppy biting on a candy

cane. He says he bought the knickknacks in
a market because “they just made me happy.”

He’s a humble man, this 30-year-old
Pakistani in his torn plastic sandals, making
a 435-mile (700-kilometer) journey that will
take him through the Taliban insurgency to

deliver 15,600 gallons (60,000 liters) of fuel
for the U.S.-led war effort in Afghanistan.

It takes 100 such truckloads to keep the
armies moving for a single day.
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TICKET TO RIDE: People hop on the Big Blue Bus Rapid 3 line at the corner of Broadway and Fourth Street on Tuesday afternoon.
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Stretching at the beach 
Annenberg Community Beach House

415 Palisades Beach Rd., 9 a.m. — 10 a.m. 
Yoga at the Beach House is a great place to focus your mind, life your spirits and
strengthen your body. Classes are held Wednesday, Friday and Sunday mornings.

Free, open to all. For more information visit www.annenbergbeachhouse.com.

Bonus book discussion 
Main Library, Community Room

601 Santa Monica Blvd., 6 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.
Trained volunteers will lead a free public book discussion of the novel 
“The Girl Who Fell From the Sky,” a finalist for Citywide Reads 2011. 
Library staff liked the novel by Heidi Durrow so much that they want 
to share it with you. Durrow will be on hand to talk about the book. 

Singing the blues 
Hotel Casa del Mar

1910 Ocean Way, 7 p.m. — 10 p.m. 
The incomparable Barbara Morrison sings jazz and blues. 
This event is free and open to all. For more information 
call (310) 581-5533 or visit http://hotelcasadelmar.com. 

Planning Commission
City Council Chambers
1685 Main St., 7 p.m. 

The Santa Monica Planning Commission will discuss extending 
the hours that alcohol can be sold at outdoor dining areas 

at Santa Monica Place from midnight to 2 a.m.

Thursday, March 3, 2011

Get connected 
Ocean Avenue Seafood

1401 Ocean Ave., 7 a.m. — 9 a.m.
Start the day off right with a little networking with the Santa Monica Chamber 

of Commerce and the Santa Monica Daily Press. Over 40 members 
will be attending the breakfast. Make new contacts and get a goodie bag. 

Both members and prospective members are encouraged to attend. 
To register, visit http://smchamber.com or call Shelly at (310) 393-9825 ext. 10.

Cost: $20 in advance for members, $25 at the door. 

Mastering dance 
SMC Main Campus, Gym 104
1900 Pico Blvd., 10:30 a.m.

The Santa Monica College Dance Department is proud to present the spring
“Masters of Dance Series,” an eclectic series of master classes and lectures that

this semester will include styles ranging from street dance to the Lewitzky
Technique. Today’s class is “Articulating Bodies: Language, Motion, Meaning.”

Independent dance artist/scholar L. Martina Young will lead a lecture/movement
writing workshop exploring the body as image-maker and the poetic relationships

between gesture and language. Seating is on a first-arrived basis. 
For information, call (310) 434-3467 or go to www.smc.edu/dance. 

You are what you eat 
Main Library, Children’s Activity Room

601 Santa Monica Blvd., 4 p.m. — 4:45 p.m. 
Learn about the food you eat with the Santa Monica Farmers' Market. 

For teens in grades 6 to 12. 

What’s Up

Westside
OUT AND ABOUT IN SANTA MONICA

To create your own listing, 
log on to smdp.com/submitevent

For help, contact Daniel Archuleta at
310-458-7737 or submit to editor@smdp.com

For more information on any of the events listed, 
log on to smdp.com/communitylistings
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BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD
Daily Press Staff Writer

SAMOHI Only 200 tickets remain for the
eighth annual For the Arts Benefit Concert,
to be held Saturday night at Barnum Hall.

The Santa Monica High School choir,
orchestra and jazz band will play with
musical guests America, Venice, Richard
Page of Mr. Mister and one mystery guest in
a show-stopping performance to raise
money for arts programs in local schools.

Promotional materials for the event
were designed by Samohi student Gabrielle
Bellini, who won a competition between
students in the digital design class to create

Visit us online at smdp.com

Since 1967
Quality & Value Always!

310-399-7892
27322 Mainn St.

Santaa Monica

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

“Love at first bite!”

Ray Solano news@smdp.com
BLISS: Diego Jimenez (rear) and best friend Kenneth Corrales take a break during a shopping spree at Best Buy in Culver City last Saturday to
play a video game. Jimenez, 12, who battled a rare form of blood cancer, was treated to the shopping spree by the Make A Wish Foundation. 

BY SHAYA TAYEFE MOHAJER
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES The bacteria that cause
Legionnaires’ disease were found at the
Playboy Mansion during an investigation
into an illness that affected about 200 people
who attended an event there last month, a
health official said Tuesday.

Other infection sources have not been
ruled out as the cause of the illness because
the bacteria Legionella is common in moist
places, Los Angeles County Department of
Public Health director Dr. Jonathan E.
Fielding said.

“We are still considering several possible
causes of illness,” Fielding said in a prepared
statement.

County health officials opened an investi-
gation Feb. 11 after attendees of an Internet
conference reported symptoms mostly con-
sisting of fever, chills, malaise and coughing.

Playboy did not immediately respond to
requests for comment.

The DOMAINfest Global Conference
took place Feb. 1-3 with events at several
hotels, including Santa Monica’s Fairmont
Miramar, and a fundraiser at the Holmby
Hills estate where Playboy founder Hugh
Hefner resides.

Health officials have not ordered occu-
pants to leave the mansion. About 700 peo-
ple from 30 countries attended lectures and
workshops at the conference.

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

LOS ANGELES Los Angeles officials have
approved a plan that aims to get residents of
the notoriously auto-centric city out of their
cars and onto bicycles.

The bicycle master plan approved by the
City Council Tuesday sets a long-term goal
of some 1,680 miles of interconnected bike-
ways and calls for 200 miles of the new bike
paths to be added every five years.

Bike enthusiasts have lobbied vigorously
for the plan, arguing that sharing streets
with cars, as most do now, is too dangerous.

Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa also became
a fierce advocate for designated bike lanes
last year after he shattered an elbow in a bike
accident with a taxi cab.

BY KEVIN HERRERA 
Editor in Chief 

PICO NEIGHBORHOOD Maria Solano will
never forget the day she was told by doctors
that her young son was suffering from non-
Hodgkin’s Berkins lymphoma, a very
aggressive blood cancer.

While the doctors said Diego Jimenez
had a strong chance of survival, nothing
seemed to comfort Solano.

“I felt like somebody just punched me in
the stomach,” she said. “All I kept thinking
was how is this possible. I immediately had
thoughts of, ‘Is my son going to die?’”

That was in July of 2009.

Today Diego, now 12, has recovered
thanks to treatment he received at Los
Angeles County-USC Medical Center. The
kid who once slept through a baseball game
and complained of severe headaches is now
playing with friends and enjoying life.

Dreams do come true 
Make A Wish Foundation sends 12-year-old on shopping spree 

Officials in car-centric LA
approve bike lane plan

SEE CONCERT PAGE 10

SEE WISH PAGE 11

Officials: Harmful
bacteria found at
Playboy Mansion

For the Arts puts on a show for kids
Only 200 tickets left to see America, Venice and Mr. Mister frontman
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Opinion Commentary
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OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters 
we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.
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Heroes, not saboteurs 
Editor:

The “confidential” memo SMMUSD Superintendent
Tim Cuneo sent to school board members labeled three
district parents as saboteurs (“SMMUSD supe warns
against ‘sabotage’” page 1, Feb. 23). 

He is 100 percent wrong.
In 2007 special education parents told the City

Council that the school district imposed gag orders
on parents’ agreements with the district. Parents
were forbidden by contract (!) from discussing with
anyone what services their children received.
Incredible!

In addition, the district had gagged its former chief
financial officer. That agreement prevented the CFO
from telling the city manager or the council anything
about the district’s finances.  And yet we were invest-
ing millions of dollars per year in the district. Equally
incredible.

Tricia Crane was the leader of the special ed par-
ents.

She and other parents described a culture of con-
flict, intimidation, and expensive legal battles
between these families and the district. Convinced
the district would not change its practices without
outside intervention, these parents appealed to the
council for help. 

Bob Holbrook, the late Herb Katz, the late Ken
Genser, and I voted to withhold city funds until the gag
orders ceased. We also asked for an independent
review. 

That review, called the Barber report, confirmed
what Tricia and the parents had said. And it called for
systemic changes in the district. In short, it showed the
parents were right and the district was wrong.

It took courage for these parents to speak up
against the entrenched education bureaucracy. Many
people said they were “hysterical women.”

Those people were wrong. And Mr. Cuneo is wrong
too. I say that with some regret because I had thought
Mr. Cuneo was using better judgment than his prede-
cessor. 

Ms. Crane and her friends were trying to improve
the lives of some of our most vulnerable citizens. Their
motive was not, as the memo says, “to sabotage the
district’s efforts” to receive city funding. 

The parents who came forward are not saboteurs.
They are heroes.

Bobby Shriver
City Councilmember 
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WHILE IT MAY VERY WELL BE TRUE THAT
everyone loves a parade, I wonder how much
they’d really be appreciated if people had to
live through the equivalent of a marching
band, cheering squad, decorated floats, fire-
works, cannons, confetti, costumes, cotton
candy and fried dough in their living rooms
all day, every day.

Surely any employee of the Magic
Kingdom could answer that, but so, too, can
members of my family. For nearly seven
months we’ve been celebrating every possi-
ble red-letter day nonstop and somewhat
against our will.

My daughter didn’t understand special
occasions until her second birthday. Before
then we showered her with all the appropri-
ate embellishments on all the relevant dates,
and what we always received in return were
blank stares. But ever since last summer we
have accumulated each passing holiday and
now commemorate them collectively and
continually virtually on a daily basis.

About a month before her birthday were
the birthdays of three of her friends, at
which time something finally clicked in her
little mind. All of a sudden my daughter got
that birthdays mean cake, presents, candles
and being serenaded, and all of a sudden got
how much she enjoys cake, presents, candles
and being serenaded.

But what she didn’t quite comprehend —
and still doesn’t — is that her birthday lasts
for just one day. It didn’t help that we ate her
leftover cake for about a week, which meant
that each time she had another slice she
expected a candle and a rousing rendition of
“Happy Birthday.”

The balloons from her party have long
since deflated, so she tries to grab one when-
ever possible in the checkout line at the
supermarket. When the presents were all
opened, she assumed, and continues to
assume, that any box or envelope she stum-
bles upon are hers for the tearing.

“Big pwesent!” she squeals wide-eyed at
the sight of a manila envelope.

To this day, she requires my husband to
sing “Happy Birthday” to her and whichever
doll or book accompanies her on the potty
each morning.

By late September, Halloween was being
observed in addition to her birthday. Her
bumblebee costume arrived early, and five
months later, she still hasn’t taken it off,
although at this point, the wings and wand
(yes, of course bumble bees carry wands)
have seen better days. We’re still reading
“Dora’s Halloween Adventure” at least twice
daily. If we hadn’t hidden Barney’s
“Halloween Party” DVD, there’s little doubt

it would be permanently burned on our TV
screen.

Between the trick-or-treating, apple pick-
ing and various local harvest fairs and festi-
vals, I can’t really blame her for being enam-
ored with the traditions of autumn.
However, that doesn’t mean I want to see
another candy corn or round orange squash
ever again. She panics when we read
“Cinderella,” midnight strikes and the coach
turns back into a pumpkin. Not because it
means the heroine might never see the
Prince again, but because the pumpkin gets
smashed during the transition.

“Oh no! It bwoke. Poor Halloween
pu’kin,” she cries.

After Halloween was Thanksgiving, fol-
lowed shortly thereafter by Hanukkah,
which lasted not one, but 90 crazy nights
and counting, as we’re still reading “My Very
Own Dreidel” regularly. To this day she rou-
tinely wishes us a happy Hanukkah, as well
as a happy Christmas and happy New Year.
Both the dreidel song and “Jingle Bells” are
sung with regularity by my daughter, gener-
ally over breakfast, but each have also been
known to make it into the bath time medley.

Valentine’s Day was over two weeks ago,
yet she’s still clutching the cards she received
from her grandparents and cousins and
insists on taking them all to bed, especially if
they’re dripping with glitter.

Last Monday I could have sworn she was
humming “Hail to the Chief.” I would worry
about what Fat Tuesday will bring if she did-
n’t already go topless two hours before bed-
time each night. There’s no doubt in my
mind she’ll dig deep into the Irish part of her
heritage and do a jig while hunting for a pot
of gold at the end of the rainbow on March
17.

On Friday night I made Shabbat dinner
(thanks to a rush of Jewish pride I experi-
enced following Charlie Sheen’s anti-Semitic
rant), and after I said the blessing over the
candles, she said, “Happy Hanukkah!” and
tried to blow them out like birthday candles.
Which was one step better, I think, than dur-
ing Hanukkah, when she’d say, “Happy
Birthday, Hanukkah!” each night after we lit
the candles.

I worry a little that she’ll be disappointed
when her birthday rolls around again and
realizes we’re only celebrating a single occa-
sion, but I suppose that’s nothing a cake dec-
orated with images of hearts, ghosts, rein-
deer, latkes, shamrocks, American flags,
fleur-de-lis, turkeys and Mt. Rushmore can’t
fix.

More at MeredithCarroll.com. 

Meredith C. Carroll Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Meredith Pro Tem

When every day is a holiday 
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FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!!!

(BUT WE MAKE 
IT EASY!!!)

Tr y  our  NO OBLIGATION
$1 Exam WITH FULL XRAYS
(If you don’t like what we have to say we will give

you a copy of your x-rays at no charge)

Try our DENTAL CARE 
WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!

(no need to be embarassed if you haven’t been in for a long time)

How about our "NO HASSLE" 
dental insurance processing?

(we will take care of all your insurance paperwork)

• Nitrous oxide provided as a courtesy
• Payment Plans

• Emergencies can be seen today
• Our dentists and staff members are easy to talk to

YES WE DO: Cosmetics, Invisalign, Periodontics,
Oral Surgery, Zoom bleaching, Implants, and MORE

Hypnotherapists are not licensed by the state of California as healing arts practitioners; for your benefit and protection, work on some issues may require a written referral
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John McGrail, Ph.D, C.Ht.

RReessttoorriinngg  ppuubblliicc  ttrruusstt

City Manager Rod Gould recently told the City
Council that the Santa Monica Police
Department mishandled the investigation of
school board member Oscar de la Torre. Police
leadership promise changes to its practices in
the wake of an independent investigation of
the de la Torre probe.

SSoo,,  tthhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  QQ--LLiinnee  qquueessttiioonn  aasskkss::
Do you think these actions will improve
the public trust in the department, or are
they window dressing?

Contact qqlliinnee@@ssmmddpp..ccoomm before FFrriiddaayy  aatt
55  pp..mm.. and we’ll print your answers in the
weekend edition of the Daily Press. You
can also call ((331100))  445588--77773377  eexxtt..  110022.

A RECENT EDITORIAL CARTOON SUMS UP
the tension between average taxpayers and
government employee unions. It shows two
guys sitting at a bar. One, head in hand and
looking glum, is labeled “public sector” and
he says to his companion, “They’re trying to
cut our pensions.” The other fellow, labeled
“private sector,” replies, “What’s a pension?”

If this bar is in California, where the offi-
cial unemployment rate is 12.5 percent not
including those who have completely given
up looking for work, Mr. Private Sector
might also ask, “What’s a job?”

Over time, how much of the public views
those who work for government has changed
from “respected civil servants” to “militant
special interest” dedicated to preserving and
expanding their “entitlements” at any cost to
taxpayers. In this case, perception is reality.

This change has taken place in large
measure since, Jerry “The Enabler” Brown,
in a previous incarnation as governor, signed
legislation granting government workers
collective bargaining rights. The result has
been that the public employee unions have
been so eminently successful that California
now has the highest paid government work-
ers in all 50 states.

And the government employee unions
have invested their power in a way that
makes them the most powerful political
force in the state. Here’s how it works. The
state extracts dues from the paychecks of
workers and turns the money over to the
unions. Union bosses then invest this cash,
amounting to tens of millions of dollars, in
the election campaigns of favored candi-
dates — mostly Democrats — for the legis-
lature and statewide office.

When it comes time to negotiate a new
employment contract, the interests of gov-
ernment workers are represented on both
sides of the table because the politicians,
who owe their careers to the unions, are anx-
ious to please by agreeing to generous raises
along with lavish pensions and benefits. For
those in the private sector, this would be the
equivalent of being able to hire your own
boss before you ask for more pay.

As a result, most of the members of legisla-
ture — who should be looking out for the tax-
payers’ interests — have become a wholly
owned subsidiary of the unions. If the econo-
my sputters, reducing tax revenue and limit-
ing government’s ability to maintain the high-
life for employees, these lawmakers look to
extract more from already struggling taxpay-
ers. Tax increases guarantee money continues
to flow to the unions and back to the cam-

paign treasuries of the agreeable politicians.
Howard Jarvis called this part of the “tax, tax,
tax, spend, spend, spend, elect, elect, elect”
cycle that works to the detriment of taxpayers.

Those who complain are accused of being
anti-union by those who benefit from this
system of insider dealing. They try to hide
behind the more positive image of private
sector unions that negotiate with private
business at arm’s length until there is a
mutually satisfactory agreement. But the
two types of unions have about as much in
common as the mobster who sells you “pro-
tection” and your insurance agent.

However, there is a glimmer of hope.
Efforts are under way to insert genuine tax-
payers’ representatives into the process of
bargaining with the government employee
union bosses as well as the union acolytes in
the legislature.

State Sen. Tony Strickland and freshman
Assemblyman Don Wagner have formed the
Taxpayers Caucus in the legislature dedicated
to limiting taxes in our already high-tax state
and protecting Proposition 13, with the goal
of creating a united front on critical taxpayer
issues. The caucus is open to all comers, but
so far all of the 30 lawmakers who have
joined are Republicans. That Democrats are
not rushing to join is not surprising, consid-
ering the position on taxation of their union
sponsors. However, the dozen Republicans
who have not joined up are giving taxpayers
pause. They are not only falling under suspi-
cion from the voters who elected them, they
are missing an outstanding opportunity to
brand their party with a position on which
the majority of Californians agree: Taxes are
plenty high already and taxpayers don’t want
to be made poorer so government workers
can live much better than they do.

JJOONN  CCOOUUPPAALL  is president of the Howard Jarvis
Taxpayers Association — California’s largest
grass-roots taxpayer organization dedicated to
the protection of Proposition 13 and the
advancement of taxpayers’ rights.

Jon Coupal Send comments to editor@smdp.com

The Taxman

Time for taxpayers to take a
seat at the negotiating table

TAXES ARE PLENTY HIGH
ALREADY AND TAXPAYERS
DON’T WANT TO BE MADE
POORER SO GOVERNMENT
WORKERS CAN LIVE MUCH
BETTER THAN THEY DO.
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An integrative approach to Health and Wellness
At Vitality Health Center, our family of health practitioners are committed to

providing our patients with the tools specially designed to help them reach 

their optimal health. Come share in the Vitality experience; where 

achieving your goals becomes our personal mission. 

Services may be covered by your PPO insurance. Call for details.

At the Vitality Health Center  10am-4pm
Snacks provided by Whole Foods  |  Smoothies provided Metagenics

Great door prizes!  Including...
Private Pilates  |  Nutrition/Weight loss Consultations  |  Therapeutic 1 hour Massage  |  Free Chair Massages for all donors!

In partnership with the Red Cross

Please help us by participating in our

Blood drive March 3rd

310-396-3635  |  www.thevitalityhealthcenter.com
318 S. LINCOLN BLVD. SUITE 225, VENICE, CA 90291

FAMILY MEDICINE |  CHIROPRACTIC |  PHYSICAL THERAPY |  MASSAGE THERAPY

NUTRITION & WEIGHT LOSS |  MEDITATION |  PRIVATE PILATES |  LACTATION CONSULTING

Music Lessons for all ages
University-trained instructors

VOICE | PIANO | GUITAR | VIOLIN | KIDS’ CLASSES
DRUMS | BASS | MANDOLIN | UKULELE | CELLO1445 6th Street, Ground Floor

BY JOAN LOWY &
MATTHEW BROWN

Associated Press

WASHINGTON Officials for a California gas
company involved in a deadly pipeline
explosion last September acknowledged
Tuesday that four years before the accident
they rejected installing valves that could
have automatically shut off or remotely con-
trolled the flow of gas.

Pacific Gas and Electric Co. employees
were questioned at a National
Transportation Safety Board hearing about a
2006 memo that said installing the valves
would have “little or no effect on increasing
human safety or protecting properties.”

Gas engineer Chih-hung Lee, author of
the memo, said he considered only industry
studies, not government studies, in reaching
his conclusions. Industry studies, he said,
found that most of the damage in gas
pipeline accidents occurs in the first 30 sec-
onds.

However, when the pipeline ruptured on
Sept. 9 underneath a suburban San
Francisco subdivision, gas continued to feed
a pillar of fire for an hour and a half before
workers could manually shut off the flow.
Eight people were killed, many more injured
and dozens of homes destroyed.

Investigators pointed to a 1999
Transportation Department study that
warned that there is a significant safety risk
as long as gas was being supplied to the rup-
ture site and operators lacked the ability to
quickly close manual valves.

“Any fire would have greater intensity and
would have greater potential for damaging
surrounding infrastructure if it is constantly
replenished with gas,” the government study
said. “The degree of disruption in heavily
populated and commercial areas would be in
direct proportion to the duration of the fire.”

Coroner’s reports indicate at least five of
the people killed in San Bruno were trying to
flee when they died.

Keith Slibasager, PG&E’s manager of gas
system operations, said it took control room
employees about 15 minutes following the
explosion to figure out what had happened
and would have taken about another 15
minutes to shut off the gas using automatic
or remotely controlled valves. That’s an hour
less than it took in San Bruno.

Instead, about 12 minutes after the explo-
sion, PG&E’s dispatch center sent an off-
duty employee to investigate the reported
explosion, but he wasn’t qualified to operate
the manual valves needed to shut off gas
feeding a huge fire that consumed homes,
the safety board investigator Ravi Chhatre
said.

It took 30 minutes after the rupture for
the company to dispatch a crew capable of
isolating the pipeline and 90 minutes for
them to crank the valves shut, stopping all
gas, he said.

PG&E officials acknowledged that after
Lee’s memo they made no effort to further
explore the valves. They said that since the
disaster, the company has begun a pilot proj-
ect to install a dozen of the valves this year
and study their effectiveness.

PG&E “is committed to expanding the
use of these valves where appropriate and is
working with industry experts to study the
best use of those valves,” the company said in
a statement distributed during the hearing.

But Slibasager said there are potential
safety drawbacks to the valves. When closed,
they could cause widespread gas outages in
the region that would put out pilot lights in

homes and other buildings, he said. That
poses the risk that when gas is turned back
on, it could build up in buildings in which
pilot lights are not relit right away, he said.

A month after the San Bruno explosion,
PG&E wrote California regulators that are
about 300 manual valves over the company’s
565 miles of pipeline. The company estimat-
ed the cost of replacing or retrofitting them
with automatic or remote valves at $100,000
to $1.5 million per valve, depending on how
difficult the valve installation is.

Lee’s memo was at odds with a 1996
report by another PG&E employee, Bob
Becken, who was assigned to study the effec-
tiveness of remote-control valves.

In a memo released by the NTSB, Becken
said he had “no concerns” about installing
remote-control valves. “There are existing
places within PG&E’s gas transmission sys-
tem where we should consider installing
them in the future,” he wrote.

The safety board has recommended the
devices for decades to industry and regula-
tors for use on gas distribution lines, which
are larger than the transmission line that
ruptured in San Bruno.

The utility has said it installed approxi-
mately 60 remote-control valves over the
past several decades across its 6,700 miles of
transmission lines. That averages about 1
valve for every 111 miles of pipeline.

The hearing also focused on PG&E’s
erroneous listing of the San Bruno pipeline
as a “seamless” line, considered stronger than
pipelines that have been welded together. It
was discovered after the accident that weld-
ed pipe was used in San Bruno and that the
welds were inferior.

PG&E said in other documents released
by NTSB that its personnel improperly
relied on records from the utility’s account-
ing department to determine the type of
pipeline, rather than engineering documents
that showed the correct type.

There were numerous indications com-
ing into PG&E’s control room in the hour
leading up to the San Bruno explosion that
there was a problem with the utility’s trans-
mission system. A power interruption at a
PG&E terminal 39 miles from San Bruno in
Milpitas had caused gas pressure levels to
spike in some pipelines in the area.

By 6:02 p.m. — just nine minutes before
the blast — a gas control operator identified
in control room transcripts only as “Larry”
reported those pressure problems had
spread far beyond Milpitas.

“We’ve got a major, major problem at
Milpitas and we’ve overpressured the whole
peninsula,” the gas control operator said.

The explosion itself seemingly went
unnoticed by those in the control room until
a dispatcher called at 6:27 to say he’d
received reports of a three-story-tall flame
towering over San Bruno.

“In San Bruno?” the gas control operator
replied. “We have not received any calls yet.”

A minute later the operator said he was
“watching the (gas) pressure just plummet
like a rock” to 56 pounds per square inch
from its peak pressure of 396 pounds per
square inch.

The pipe that ruptured was allowed to
have maximum pressure of up to 400
pounds per square inch. But that assumed
incorrectly that the pipe was seamless.

The 396 pounds per square inch in the
transcripts is also 10 pounds per square inch
higher than previously reported by NTSB
and PG&E. Company officials said again at
the hearing that the pressure in the ruptured
pipe didn’t exceed 386 pounds.

Gas company memo said
valves were of little value
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BY JUDY LIN
Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. Recent storms have
made up for January’s dry weather, keeping
California’s snowpack above average, state
water officials reported Tuesday.

Hydrologists from the state Department
of Water Resources took manual and elec-
tronic readings for the third time this winter
and they found that water content in the
Sierra snowpack is 124 percent of normal for
this time of year.

“We appear to be on a good water supply
track as we move toward summer’s peak
demand period,” said Director Mark Cowin
in a statement. “Once again, however, we
must emphasize that conservation should
always be a priority in California.”

The snowpack, which provides about
one-third of the water for California
through its runoff, dictates how much water
will be delivered to farms and cities through
the rest of the year. The state estimated it will
be able to deliver 60 percent of the water
requested.

That compares to delivering 50 percent of
the water requested last year, when the state
initially projected a record-low allocation of
5 percent due to the lingering effects of the
2007-2009 droughts.

The last time the state was able to deliver
100 percent of the water requested was in
2006; a rare achievement even in wet years
because of pumping restrictions to protect
threatened and endangered fish.

On Tuesday, hydrologists took the third
of five manual surveys to complement elec-
tronic readings near Lake Tahoe. The snow
depth registered more than 7 feet at Phillips
Station, located 6,800 feet above sea level.
Electronic readings indicate the water con-
tent ranged from 115 percent in the north-
ern mountains to 139 percent in the south-
ern Sierra for this time of year.

California got off to a great start this win-
ter with a series of storms from October
through December along the 400-mile-long
range but the state faced dry weather in
January. Recent storms have built back the
snowpack and another storm system is
expected to head in this week.

BY LISA LEFF
Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO California’s attorney gen-
eral on Tuesday joined lawyers for two same-
sex couples and the city of San Francisco in
asking a federal appeals court to allow gay
marriages to resume while the court consid-
ers the constitutionality of the state’s voter-
approved ban.

The latest offensive against Proposition 8
came when state Attorney General Kamala
Harris told the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals in a letter that sponsors of
Proposition 8 were unlikely to prevail in
their appeal of a trial judge’s ruling last year
that struck down the measure.

Keeping Proposition 8 in effect therefore
is a fruitless violation of gay Californians’
civil rights, Harris said.

“The public interest weighs heavily against
the government sanctioning such discrimina-
tion by permitting it to continue,” she wrote.

The move also came as supporters of gay
marriage grow impatient with the slow pace
of court proceedings. The California
Supreme Court recently said it would take at
least until the end of the year to consider a
legal question asked by the federal court as it
tries to resolve the appeal.

Gay marriages have remained on hold
until the 9th Circuit decides the appeal.

Lawyers for the gay couples who success-
fully sued in the lower court petitioned the
appeals court last week to lift the hold, as did
the city of San Francisco.

Harris also said the case for allowing gay
marriages was bolstered by the Obama admin-
istration’s announcement last week that it
would no longer defend the federal Defense of
Marriage Act, which prohibits the U.S. govern-
ment from recognizing same-sex marriages.

While not directly relevant to Proposition
8, the administration’s new position “sub-
stantially diminished” the likelihood the
measure’s sponsors will be successful in their
effort to get the lower court ruling over-
turned, she said.

“Events have demonstrated that if the
stay ever was justified, it is no longer,” Harris
said in her letter.

Harris, a Democrat who previously
served as San Francisco’s district attorney
and who was a strong supporter of Obama’s
in 2008, succeeded Gov. Jerry Brown as
attorney general in January. Brown had
refused to defend Proposition 8 in his previ-
ous role, as did then-Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger.

Last year, both men asked the 9th Circuit
to let gay couples marry during the appeals
process.

The push by Harris to quickly get same-
sex marriage reinstated in California could
further enflame conservative activists
angered by the administration’s declaration
that it considered the Defense of Marriage
Act unconstitutional.

The president of the Family Research
Council, a Washington-based advocacy group
that champions marriage and family as the
foundation of civilization, said Tuesday it sus-
pected the government was colluding with
lawyers in the Proposition 8 case.

As evidence, group’s president Tony
Perkins pointed out that lawyers for the two
California couples asked the 9th Circuit to lift
its stay just a few hours after U.S. Attorney
General Eric Holder announced the adminis-
tration’s new position on the federal act.
Perkins asked the government to provide
records of any contact the Justice Department
might have had with the attorneys.

“Even the appearance of collusion
between the Department of Justice and liti-
gants is highly damaging to the rule of law in
America,” Perkins wrote.

The couples’ lawyers have said the timing
was coincidental, noting they scheduled a
news briefing on their 9th Circuit petition the
night before Holder’s surprise announcement.

Same-sex marriages were legal in California
before Proposition 8 passed in November
2008. The initiative supported by 52 percent of
voters amended the state Constitution to limit
marriage to a man and a woman.

Water in Calif. snowpack
remains above average

Calif. AG asks federal court
to lift gay marriage stay
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Shopping around for the best automobile coverage
and the best price can be a real headache. Now,
we can help you get rid of that nagging problem by
using our computer – display system, right in our
office. We have immediate access to exactly what
over 25 major companies have to offer in the way
of auto insurance for your car. What a relief.

This was our message in the 1970’s...
Some things just don’t change

Day Care•  Grooming•  Pet Photography

Professional Pet Photography
Book session receive 15%

same day RETAIL Purchase

2709 B Santa Monica Blvd 

310-310-3567

For more information Call 310-393-9825 or visit www.smchamber.com

Santa Monica Chamber of Commerce
presents Member Networking Breakfasts
These popular breakfasts give all members the opportunity to 
introduce themselves and their companies to other members, 

new and old, all over a great breakfast.

Thursday, March 3, 2011
Ocean Avenue Seafood 
1401 Ocean Avenue, Santa Monica, CA

7:30 am – 9:00am
Both members and prospective members are welcome

$20 Members in advance  |  $25 Members at the Door  |  $25 Prospective Members

NEW MEMBER BREAKFASTS 2011
Business Networking

in the morning

BY CANDICE CHOI
AP Personal Finance Writer

NEW YORK Customers of Bank of America
Corp. were again having problems accessing
their accounts online Tuesday.

It was the second outage for the
Charlotte, N.C., company in less than two
months.

The latest outages, which began Monday
and hadn’t been resolved by early Tuesday
evening, were the result of system upgrades
over the weekend, said Tara Burke, a compa-
ny spokeswoman.

The site was slow to load in some cases,
and other customers were unable to log on.

Burke declined to say whether the bank
had anticipated that the upgrades would dis-
rupt service. But she said no customer infor-
mation was compromised.

“We hope to have it restored as quickly as
possible,” Burke said.

Bank of America, the country’s largest bank,
has 29 million online banking customers.

The company’s online banking service
last experienced outages Jan. 14 for almost
an entire day. Bank of America said at the
time that the problems were the result of

routine system changes that were performed
overnight. The site was also down for sever-
al hours in August as a result of what the
bank called a “temporary system” issue.

Burke declined to say when the bank’s
next system maintenance would take place.
But she noted that customers were still able
to access account information through
mobile banking and ATMs during the out-
ages. She also noted that the service prob-
lems were not the result of hacking.

That has been a distant concern for some
customers since the company said in
December it would no longer handle pay-
ments for WikiLeaks, the secret-releasing
organization. The bank’s actions followed
similar moves by MasterCard, Visa and
PayPal.

Hacker groups that support WikiLeaks
subsequently managed to disrupt the web-
sites of some of those companies, but Bank
of America’s site did not show any signs of
being affected.

Julian Assange, the driving force behind
WikiLeaks, has said his organization plans to
release information about banks this year. In
particular, Assange has said his organization
had a trove of files on Bank of America.

BY MARCIA DUNN
AP Aerospace Writer

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. The International
Space Station got a sorely needed storage room
Tuesday, a 21-foot-long supply closet packed
with goods and a humanoid robot that will
remain boxed up for another two months.

The space station and space shuttle crews
teamed up to attach the newest module, using
a hefty robot arm to anchor it down. It became
the 13th room at the sprawling outpost, and
the only one devoted entirely to storage.

Built in Italy, the new compartment is
named Leonardo, after Leonardo da Vinci.

As Leonardo was bolted into place, the
shuttle-station complex soared more than
200 miles above Turin, Italy.

“So far, Leonardo’s looking very, very
happy to be in his or her new home,” said
space station astronaut Catherine Coleman.

“It’s a big day for us,” added Discovery
crewman Michael Barratt, “and for Italy, one
of the greatest contributions to spaceflight
next to Paolo Nespoli.”

Nespoli is among the six-person station
crew.

Leonardo flew seven times to the space
station as a temporary cargo carrier, but
always returned on the shuttles. This time,
it’s staying for the duration. Storage space is
at a premium, and Leonardo will provide
some relief during the next decade.

The absence of visiting shuttles after this
summer will make it harder to clear out the
space station. Every time a shuttle returns
from the station, it’s loaded down with trash
and discarded items.

Space station commander Scott Kelly
thanked Mission Control for the new storage
unit. “It’s much needed,” he said.

Kelly was the first to enter the compart-
ment Tuesday evening. He shook hands at
the threshold with Discovery’s commander,
Steven Lindsey.“Ready for use,” Kelly report-
ed down to Houston.

The robot delivered inside Leonardo —
Robonaut 2, better known as R2 — will have
to wait until May before being unpacked and
tested as a potential astronaut helper. The
space station residents are swamped with
other chores during this week’s visit by
Discovery, and Endeavour will be along in
April, meaning the robot will stay put for a
couple more months.

“So far, space is great — but I suspect it
will be even better once I’m out of my box!”
R2 said in a Twitter update.

The world’s first humanoid in space cannot
speak and certainly can’t write or post tweets.
Human colleagues on the ground are taking
care of the Twitter end of things, however,
attracting a following of more than 30,000 to
AstroRobonaut, the robot’s tweep name.

Discovery’s mission has been extended a
day and will now last 12 days. It’s the last
flight for NASA’s oldest shuttle, which will be
retired when it lands next Tuesday and even-
tually displayed at the Smithsonian
Institution.

Leonardo was the last pressurized mod-
ule to be delivered by a shuttle.

Only two other shuttle flights remain.
Endeavour will deliver a major science instru-
ment for the station’s exterior, and Atlantis
will drop off one last load of spare parts and
supplies to keep the outpost going until 2020.

“When it goes away and stops flying, I think
we’ll all be a little bit at a loss,” Lindsey said.

On Tuesday, NASA’s mission manage-
ment team abandoned a plan to send a
three-man Russian Soyuz capsule on a
photo-taking lap around the space station.
There never have been so many countries’
vessels parked there at the same time, and it
will never happen again given the impend-
ing retirement of the shuttle fleet.

The Russian Space Agency recommended
the operation be scrapped for safety reasons;
engineers were uncomfortable with putting
the new Soyuz model through maneuvers it
has not previously tested.

Outages continue for Bank of
America’s online customers

Much-needed storage room
added to Space Station
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BY MIKE STOBBE
AP Medical Writer

ATLANTA Experts say that the kind of uneth-
ical medical studies that occurred half a cen-
tury ago could still happen again despite
more than 1,000 rules and regulations that
should prevent such abuses.

Bioethicists and researchers spoke Tuesday
before a presidential panel in Washington.
The meeting was triggered by the govern-
ment’s apology last fall for federal doctors
infecting prisoners and mental patients in
Guatemala with syphilis 65 years ago.

President Barack Obama ordered his
Commission for the Study of Bioethical
Issues to explore whether such a study could
ever happen again.

Speakers noted that over the last several
decades, as many as 1,000 rules, regulations and
guidelines have been enacted worldwide to
ensure the ethical conduct of medical research.
In the United States, there are rules to protect
people in every study done by federal scientists,
funded by federal agencies or those testing a
product requiring federal approval to be sold.

But that oversight is inconsistent — ethi-
cal rules can vary among federal agencies.
What’s more, if federal funding or review is
not involved, an unethical study could be
done and no one in authority would ever
know about it.

“We have a leaky system,” said Eric
Meslin, director of the Indiana University
Center for Bioethics.

Dr. Robert Califf, Duke University’s vice

chancellor for clinical research, agreed there
are weaknesses.

“It’s night and day and what you could do
in the ‘good old days’ with no one knowing
about it. But there’s no 100 percent guaran-
tee. There still will be bad things that will
happen,” he said.

The commission, ordered to report to the
president by September, was given two tasks:

—Examine federally funded internation-
al studies to make sure research is being
done ethically. The commission named a 14-
member international panel of experts to
study the question.

—Take a more intensive look at the
Guatemala study. More than a dozen com-
mission investigators have already started
poring through hundreds of boxes of old
government documents.

What they will turn up is unknown, but
there are doubtless more unethical studies
from the past that have never been publicly
reported, said Susan Lederer, a medical his-
torian at the University of Wisconsin.

On Sunday, The Associated Press reported
on dozens of studies from the past — most of
them between 40 and 80 years ago — involv-
ing researchers deliberately infecting people
to study the effects of diseases or to see if an
experimental treatment might work.

The AP investigation itself was triggered
by the Guatemala study.

At Tuesday’s commission meeting,
Lederer was the most pessimistic of five
guest speakers about whether that kind of
research could happen again.

Panel told no guarantee
against unethical research



BBB then analyzes the information in-
house and with the third-party transporta-
tion management firm to come up with a
clear picture of which lines and stops are
getting use, and which are slowing the sys-
tem down.

The emphasis this time is on realloca-
tion of resources rather than cuts, said
Stephanie Negriff, BBB’s director of transit
services.

“We have to make difficult choices
because there’s not enough money to add
more service,” Negriff said. “There will be no
net reduction, but some lines would be los-
ing some service to redeploy where there’s
greater demand.”

None of the proposed changes will be
finalized until after the public comment
period ends and the City Council makes the
final decision.

Proposals include reducing the number
of local buses that run along route 7 from
Downtown Santa Monica to the Rimpau
Transit Center at Rimpau and Pico boule-
vards, and replacing them with additional
articulated Rapid 7 buses.

Those buses hold 60 passengers rather
than the regular 40, but won’t stop as often
as the current Local 7s, Gamberg said.

All stops along the 7 route will be pre-
served under this plan, although buses will
not stop at some as frequently.

Though the buses will be able to move
more people, Rapid service should be used
to supplement local routes rather than
replace them, said Esperanza Martinez,
spokesperson for the bus advocacy group the
Bus Riders’ Union.

Replacing local buses with Rapid affects
families, the elderly and students that need
more frequent stops, she said.

“They’re waiting longer, the buses are
coming less frequently and they’re more
crowded,” Martinez said.

BBB is proposing a reduction in bus stops
on Line 10, which connects Downtown
Santa Monica to Downtown L.A.

It’s becoming more and more difficult
to maintain a schedule on Line 10 with
the current number of stops as a result of
worsening traffic, so the agency will sug-
gest cutting out lesser-used stops so that

those that remain are one half-mile apart
rather than the current quarter-mile sepa-
ration.

“This will not be like one whole sec-
tion going dark,” Gamberg said. “We’re
seeking a balance so no one has to walk
too far.”

Under the proposal, there will be no
changes in the schedule or the buses.

Bus Line 13 will not be so lucky.
Rapid and local line 7 duplicate much

of Line 13’s route, which runs down Pico
Boulevard except for a detour into the
Cheviot Hills neighborhood in Rancho
Park.

There are too few riders to support Line
13, given that the majority of its coverage
area is also run by Rapid and local 7, BBB
officials said.

Other routes will either be rearranged or
extended.

Line 3, which now runs between LAX and
the UCLA, and Line 14, which runs between
Culver City and Brentwood, may switch
routes where they diverge at Wilshire
Boulevard.

The survey showed that more students
live in Culver City and travel to UCLA,
whereas more Brentwood employees live in
the Marina del Rey area and commute to
Brentwood.

Switching the bus routes to connect
Brentwood to LAX and Culver City to UCLA
will make the routes more efficient and easi-
er on riders, Gamberg said.

Another big change could make it easier
for riders to travel to Downtown L.A. via
Koreatown.

The Metro Transit Authority gave per-
mission to extend the service of the Rapid 7
route all the way to the intersection of
Western Avenue and Wilshire Boulevard.
Riders could then pick up the Purple Line
and take it to Union Station.

BBB will incorporate public comment in
a report that is tentatively scheduled for the
April 26 council meeting where council
members will consider the proposed route
changes.

Those interested in the changes will get
an opportunity to comment at any of the six
public meetings held between March 2 and
March 10. Exact times and locations are
available at bigbluebus.com.

ashley@smdp.com

the poster now splashed around town.
Proceeds go to a variety of programs

including DreamWind and DreamStrings,
which pay for a music coach to help with
wind and string instruments in low-income
schools, as well as the Olympic High
School’s guitar and drum classes.

“It’s a fun way to raise money because the
community comes out and enjoys the show,”
said Linda Gross, executive director of the
Santa Monica-Malibu Education
Foundation, which helps put on the event.

Organizers hope to sell out the 1,200-seat
performance venue, which would raise
approximately $50,000 for the evening,
Gross said.

Sponsors cover the majority of the
$50,000 it takes to produce the event. The
artists donate their time.

The event began pulling together seven
weeks ago, when the major musical guests

signed onto the project.
This will be the first time that Richard

Page, the frontman of ‘80s pop group Mr.
Mister, will perform at For the Arts,
although he’s been meaning to for years.

Page, a Malibu resident, attended grade
school in Santa Monica, and had four chil-
dren go through the Santa Monica-Malibu
Unified School District.

“I’ve been a part of the community,
and I’m so thrilled to be able to support
this event, because I found my career
really became inspired in high school,”
Page said.

The concert not only raises money for
school programs, it inspires students that get
to participate and see the show come togeth-
er from the inside, Gross said.

“We give them an experience they never
would have had otherwise,” she said.

Remaining tickets cost between $35 and
$175, and will be available at the door. Doors
open at 6 p.m., and the show begins at 7 p.m.

ashley@smdp.com
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justify giving the schools half of the
Measure Y funding, city officials hope to
secure an agreement whereby they would
gain access to other fields and parks held
by the school district for other after-
school uses.

The meeting was an opportunity to get
the parameters of the new agreement hashed
out so that staff could flesh out the details
before the final agreement goes before the
City Council and Board of Education for
approval, Allen said.

“Staff of both the city and the district will
be moving forward on the right lines, guid-
ed by the leadership of the board and coun-
cil,” Allen said. “Nothing is ever guaranteed
until it’s approved by the council or the
board.”

The possible agreement goes in line with
the board’s commitment to giving the
broader community access to its facilities,
Allen said.

No specifics on which facilities will be
included or how City Hall will value that
rental to make up the approximately $6 mil-
lion have been proposed at this time, Davis
said.

“We believe we’re getting access to facili-
ties that compensate us for the money that
we’re giving to the school district,” Davis
said. “No one’s worked it out on the per-
square-foot basis.”

Access to the fields represents more than
money, she said.

“It’s the ability to provide access to a
wide range of programs. It’s not ‘This

square of grass is worth X,’ but instead
the invaluable ability to provide
increased programing to youth and
adults on sites that are owned by the
school district for programs run by the
city,” Davis said.

Also included in the talks was a very
concrete monetary value, however.

The school district is requesting that City
Hall front it a portion of Measure Y funding
before it’s collected.

As it stands, the new tax will come into
effect April 1. Those revenues will then be
transferred to the State Board of
Equalization, and then disbursed back to
City Hall.

That puts the date that City Hall will
actually benefit from the tax money far past
the April 1 collection date.

Normally, City Hall would get the tax
money from the state on a bi-monthly basis,
and then cut the revenues in half and give
the school district its portion.

However, recent cuts from the state have
put the school district in a bind for its
2010-2011 budget, Gould said, and the dis-
trict is requesting money immediately to
balance its budget.

“We’re proposing to make a best estimate
of what we think the tax will generate, and
will advance the school half of that,” Gould
said.

None of the points brought up Friday will
go into effect until after both the Board of
Education and the City Council approve the
agreement.

It’s expected to appear before both of
those bodies in April.

ashley@smdp.com

Over the weekend, the two were able to
ride in a limo and go on a shopping spree
courtesy of the Make A Wish Foundation, an
experience that brought some joy to their
lives and helped them forget, if just for a day,
the struggles of the last year and a half.

“It was really fun to be in a limo,” said
Diego, who brought along members of his
family and his best friend. “I got a really
funny shirt that I’m wearing right now. It
says, ‘A Wookie ate my homework.’ You
know, from “Star Wars.’”

Quiet, but inquisitive, Diego never seemed
to show signs of fear during his treatment, his
mother said. He doesn’t talk about the ordeal,
saying he doesn’t remember much of it, but he
does consider himself a survivor.

“I think he was more scared for me, more
worried about how I was going to react,”
Solano said. “When you don’t know any-
thing about cancer, death is the first thing
that comes to your head, but he was very
calm and after we learned more, we saw that
there were survivors, especially children.
They are really resilient.”

During treatment, Diego would spend
time at the hospital’s child care center where
patients could watch movies, play video
games and interact with others their age who
are undergoing similar treatment. It was
there that Solano was first introduced to the
Make A Wish Foundation.

“I only thought that Make a Wish was for
children who were dying, but they told me
that it is for any child who has a life threat-
ening illness,” Solano said.

Steven Vanderpool, a spokesman with the
Los Angeles bureau of the foundation, said
he hears that often. Thankfully, treatments
have advanced so much since the foundation
was created in 1980 that many of the kids
who have a wish granted are still alive today
and are thriving.

“We’re here to help people get through

the often terrible things they have to go
through to get well,” he said.

The foundation, which started in
Phoenix when friends and family of a little
boy named Chris Greicius got together to
help him fulfill his wish of becoming a police
officer for a day, has granted a quarter of a
million wishes. The Los Angeles bureau
recently passed 7,000 wishes, Vanderpool
said. The foundation relies solely on dona-
tions to provide wishes.

On Saturday, March 5, the foundation will
be hosting its largest fundraiser of the year, the
Walk for Wishes, at the headquarters of toy
maker Mattel in El Segundo, Calif. For more
information, go to www.wishla.org/walk.

As for Diego, his wish was to go on a
shopping spree with his family and purchase
video games and clothes.

“It was really exciting,” he said.
Always the mother, Solano said she want-

ed Diego to buy only clothes, “but it’s his
wish, not mine.”

Solano said her wish, which was for her
son to fully recover, has been granted. Her
only request now is for more Latinos to par-
ticipate in the National Marrow Donor
Program to see if they are a match for some-
one in need of their bone marrow.

The importance of the donor program
was impressed upon Solano said Diego
when they met a young boy who was in need
of bone marrow. His parents were unable to
find a match and he died. His memory has
stuck with them.

“People in the Hispanic community are
hesitant to join,” Solano said. “We learned
that there is a shortage of Latinos who do
participate and than makes it difficult to find
a match. Signing up the registry is easy to do
and makes it so kids like him have a chance.”

Future NBA Hall of Famer Shaquille
O’Neal is the spokesman for the “Do
Something Big” campaign which urges peo-
ple to join the registry and donate marrow.
Learn more at www.bethematch.org.

kevinh@smdp.com  

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2, 2011
Local

11Visit us online at smdp.com

WISH
FROM PAGE 3

Y
FROM PAGE 1



The Real Deal
12 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2, 2011 We have you covered

BY DAN SEWELL
AP Business Writer

Spring can be an exciting time for home-
owners ready to sell. But not so much when
your home has lingered on the market
through multiple spring selling seasons.

Years of listings, open houses and show-
ings without offers are weighing on many
homeowners this year as the nation’s hous-
ing market continues to struggle from the
Great Recession’s prolonged housing slump,
credit crunch and high unemployment.

“I would like to move on,” said Jim Oliver,
who’s been trying to sell since 2007. “It’s frus-
trating.”

His two-story house, with amenities such
as a hot tub, finished basement and a wood-
ed lot where deer roam, sits on 1.4 prime
acres in an upscale region northeast of
Cincinnati, with a top-rated school district.
But the traditional real estate cry of “loca-
tion, location, location!” has given way in
this economy to “price, price, price!”

With new foreclosures and mortgage
short-sales still streaming into the market,
buyers have a lot of bargain listings to shop
through. So that can mean some tough con-
versations between agents and homeowners
about how much they can realistically expect
to get for their home — and if it’s not
attracting much interest after months or
years, the need to slash their asking price.

“We have had a problem with sellers who
are nostalgic for the way it was,” said Ron
Phipps, a Warwick, R.I., real estate agent and
president of the National Association of
Realtors. He recalled homeowners reciting
in detail the peak of their home’s market
value. But that’s of little use today.

Sales of previously owned homes fell last
year to their lowest level in 13 years, with
contract signings last June at their lowest
since the Realtors began tracking signed
contracts in 2001. January contract signings
were also down in the latest report.

The popping of the pre-recession real estate
bubble means many people need to list their
homes for at or below what they paid for them,
said Diane Thomas, senior sales vice president
for Comey & Shepherd Realtors. Thomas,
who’s listing the Olivers’ house, said 2010 was
the worst sales year of her 27-year career.

“Nothing like it before, not even when
interest rates were high,” she said.

But spring is coming, and that usually
means increased activity, with better weath-
er and more traffic from families hoping to
buy and get moved before next school year.

Veteran real estate agents suggest a variety
of steps for homeowners heading into
spring, and the Realtors association has a
website with tips for both buyers and sellers
at Houselogic.com.

Among possible to-do tasks for home-
owners: spruce up landscaping, update exte-
rior lighting, and paint or replace front
doors, all to create more “curb appeal” for
first impressions.

For other improvements, Phipps advises
owners to listen to their agent’s suggestions
and heed negative feedback from previous
showings — without taking it personally. He
also suggests going to open houses or taking
online “virtual tours” of similar homes on sale
to see how they compare in appearance and
price.

“You have to be very realistic about what
is keeping your home from selling,” Phipps
said.

Longtime listings try again in spring
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NOTICE OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE
Santa Monica Pier Restoration Corporation

Board of Directors

Wednesday, March 2, 2011 6:30 PM
Ken Edwards Center, 1527 4th Street

Santa Monica, CA 90401

Notice is hereby given that a Special Meeting of the Santa Monica Pier Restoration Corporation the
Board of Directors will be held on Wednesday, March  2, 2011 at 6:30 PM

No other business will be conducted at the Meeting.

BY DAVID K. RANDALL  &
MATTHEW CRAFT
AP Business Writers

NEW YORK Stocks suffered steep losses as oil
prices surged on Tuesday, renewing worries
that higher fuel prices could hobble the eco-
nomic recovery.

Oil rose $2.66 to settle at $99.63 a barrel
amid unrest in Iran and Libya. Iran
clamped down on anti-government pro-
testers and forces loyal to Libya’s leader
Moammar Gadhafi launched counter-
attacks against rebels expanding control
over the country.

Prices jumped 13 percent last week
with a rise in turmoil across North Africa
and the Middle East. That pushed gas
prices up 20 cents per gallon. As a result,
Americans are now paying roughly $75
million more per day to fill their gas tanks
than a week ago.

Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke
told the Senate Banking Committee that a sus-
tained increase in crude prices could pose a risk
to the recovery. But he predicted only a tempo-
rary increase in inflation, not runaway prices.
The Fed chief also said he expected the econo-
my to grow this year, although not enough to
lower the 9 percent unemployment rate.

The Commerce Department reported
that builders began work on fewer homes,

offices and commercial projects in January.
The annual rate was near its decade low, set
in August.

The Dow Jones industrial average lost
168.32 points, or 1.4 percent, to 12,058.02.

The Standard & Poor’s 500 index fell
20.89, or 1.6 percent, to 1,306.33. The
Nasdaq composite fell 44.86, or 1.6 percent,
to 2,737.41.

Three stocks fell for every one that rose
on the New York Stock Exchange. Trading
volume came to 1.2 billion shares.

Fifth Third Bancorp dropped 4.5 percent
after the regional bank said that the
Securities and Exchange Commission was
investigating its accounting and reporting of
commercial loans.

Natural gas driller Range Resources Corp.
lost 7 percent after the company’s fourth-
quarter revenue figures came in below ana-
lysts’ expectations. Natural gas prices have
been in a slump for the past year as a result
of an oversupply in the market.

AutoZone Inc. rose 2 percent after the auto-
parts retailer said its second-quarter income
rose 20 percent as its revenue increased.

On Monday, stable oil prices and more
signs of a stronger economy helped lift. All
three major stock indexes ended February
higher, marking their third straight month
of gains. The S&P 500 index had its best start
to any year since 1998.

Stocks suffer steep losses as jump
in oil prices renews worries
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Awan may not reflect much on his
importance in this vast logistical operation.
He’s in it for the money — $112 a month to
support a wife and five children in the dis-
tant northwest tribal region of Pakistan. He
gets to visit them twice a year. For the rest of
the time, he is mostly on the road.

Depending on the Taliban, the Pakistani
and NATO armies, checkpoints, congestion
and the weather, he says the journey from
Karachi to Kandahar can take anything from
4 to 15 days.

Trucks get blown up or hijacked. Drivers
are killed. Overall, fewer than one percent of
trucks delivering everything from fuel to
peanut butter are attacked, according to Lt.
Bashon W. Mann, a public affairs officer for
NATO forces. But for Awan and other driv-
ers, the fear of ambush and roadside bombs
is constant.

Awan has been the recipient of the
Taliban’s feared “night letters” — pamphlets
that warn drivers against hauling supplies to
“the foreign invader.” He says the message is
always the same: “Don’t do this job, or else
we will do something to you.”

Awan isn’t entirely alone on this run, his
14th. His younger brother is driving a truck
behind him in the convoy and they keep in
touch by cell phone. Awan’s eyes keep dart-
ing to his side mirrors. “I am always watch-
ing my brother,” he explains.

He also has The Associated Press for
company — myself and photographer Anja
Niedringhaus, who joined him in the
Pakistani city of Quetta for the final 160
miles (255 kilometers) to the NATO base in
Kandahar.

Our presence would frequently cause

bewilderment among the Pakistani and
Afghan soldiers who had never had two
Western women cross their checkpoints and
border posts. U.S. soldiers on the Afghan
border eyed us with suspicion, unaccus-
tomed to Western reporters traveling unac-
companied by soldiers or armed security.

Awan’s journey had begun on a comfort-
able highway out of the port city of Karachi.
Now we were in the southern province of
Baluchistan, on a narrow and congested
road that detours around a long-simmering
clan feud. Ahead loomed the Kojhak moun-
tain pass, a long, frightening climb alongside
a precipice. Then it would be downhill and
into Afghanistan for a final white-knuckle
ride through Taliban country.

Awan has never been attacked. But as he
chatted in his brightly decorated cabin,
between cell phone conversations with his
brother and blasts of music on an old cas-
sette player, it became clear that he doubted
his luck would last. “It is a very dangerous
job,” he said. Later he would say in a tone of
resignation: “I think one day the Taliban will
kill me.”

The war, now in its 10th year, consumes
roughly 1.5 million gallons (6 million liters)
of fuel a day, according to Mann, the NATO
public affairs officer. The fuel and other sup-
plies — from peanut butter to armored cars
— come on four routes, two from Pakistan
and two through Central Asia.

In 2010, 27,073 trucks crossed at
Chaman, the border post nearest to
Kandahar, roughly a quarter of them carry-
ing fuel, according to Gen. Obeidullah Khan,
the inspector general of the Frontier Corps
in Baluchistan, which borders on southern
Afghanistan.

By his count, 194 of the trucks were
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BOB GABRIEL CO. INSURANCE

Mercury Insurance has cut rates on auto, 
homeowners, and renters insurance. 
Please call for new discounted rates.

Phone Quotes Available

Personalized Insurance
Auto Experts Life, Disability & Pension

Homeowners Commercial & Business

Workers Compensation Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies including
MERCURY INSURANCE

310.829.0305
2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica
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Change your water ...

CHANGE YOUR LIFE
with “Beyond O2” Alkaline Water

Alkaline Water
reverses the

effects of
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• increased energy
• anti-aging
• positive mood
• stabilized blood sugars
• weight loss

• better digestion
• lower cholesterol
• clear skin
• disease reversal

(gout, diabetes, etc.)

(310) 664-8880
Beyond O2 Water House

2209 Main St., Santa Monica, CA 90405
www.cleanme.tv/category/101 (Segment Mar. 20)

FREE
5 gallons of “Beyond O2”

Alkaline Water
Beyond O2 Water

(310) 664-8880
With this coupon.

Not valid with other offers or prior purchases.
*Please bring an empty container for your water or you may purchase a container at the store
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Home and Office Delivery NOW AVAILABLE!
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CITY OF SANTA MONICA
NOTICE INVITING BIDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Santa Monica invites sealed bids for: 

BID #3023 LNG/CNG FUEL FACILITY MAINTENANCE, REPAIR & SERVICE AND BID
#3024 SUPPLY AND DELIVER LIQUEFIED NATURAL GAS (LNG) AS REQUIRED BY THE
BIG BLUE BUS.

#3023 A mandatory job walk will be held on Wednesday, March 9, 2011 at  9:00 AM Pacific Time.
#3024 A mandatory job walk will be held on Wednesday, March 9,  2011 at  10:00 AM Pacific Time.
Vendors are to meet Ralph Merced & at the Big Blue Bus Maintenance Training Room
located at 1620 6th Street (enter security guard gate on 6th and Colorado), Santa Monica,
CA. 90401

The bid packet can be downloaded at:
http://vendors.planetbids.com/SantaMonica/QuickSearch.cfm
Submission Deadline is March 16, 2011 at 3:00 PM Pacific Time.

Request for bid forms and specifications may be obtained from the City of Santa Monica, 1717
4th St., Suite 250, Santa Monica, California, or by e-mailing your request to Kellee.macdon-
ald@smgov.net.  Bids must be submitted on forms furnished by the City of Santa Monica.

Vendors interested in doing business with the City of Santa Monica are encouraged to reg-
ister online at  http://www.smgov.net/finance/purchasing/
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destroyed in 159 separate attacks — a rate of
about three a week. Some of the loot from the
hijacked ones — U.S. and British uniforms,
military tents and cots — is on sale in the
markets of Quetta, the Baluchistan capital.

Last month gunmen with rocket launch-
ers and automatic rifles stormed a terminal
outside Quetta and destroyed 14 fuel
tankers. Outside the federal capital of
Islamabad last year, dozens of gunmen
attacked a fuel convoy parked overnight,
killing six people.

Assad Sher, a 24-year-old driver, says he is
fired at and his tanker is routinely pelted
with stones. Fida Hussain, another driver,
has been robbed and beaten. “Most of the
attacks are at night,” he said. “They come
and they put a blindfold on our eyes and
send us away and then they sometimes blow
up our tanker.”

The drivers work in an atmosphere of
suspicion. They distrust — and are distrust-
ed by — the NATO forces as well as the
Taliban, while the U.S. and Pakistani mili-
taries distrust each other. A senior Pakistani
military officer who requested anonymity so
he could speak freely said the suspicions are
reflected in the fact that NATO deals direct-
ly with private trucking companies, effec-
tively cutting out the Pakistan authorities.

For the contractors, NATO is a gold mine.
At a going rate of 7 rupees a liter, each
Afghan trip stands to earn the truck owner
about $5,000, says Asghar Khan, who runs a
clearing house for trucks on the Quetta-
Kandahar run.

Awan’s $112 is a tiny fraction of the pro-
ceeds, but it’s better than a poor Pakistani’s
monthly wage and he says it has enabled him
to enroll his children in school. He dreams of
his daughter becoming a doctor.

It’s Tuesday, Feb. 8, and at 4:11 a.m. a
nightwatchman armed with a shotgun
pounds on the trucks parked in the Quetta
terminal. Drivers sleeping in their cabins
come awake, headlights blaze and one by one
the fuel trucks set out, kicking up mud. Next
stop, if all goes well, is Chaman, 75 miles (120
kilometers) north, on the Afghan border.

But at Abdullah Khan, a village of monot-
onous brown mud huts hugging the road,
the trucks are waved down at a checkpoint
maintained by a dozen privately employed
guards. The clan wars have flared again and
the guards are there to make sure none of the
drivers blunders into the crossfire.

Baluchistan also has a nationalist insur-
gency, a reminder that Pakistan has other
pressing problems besides the Taliban, al-
Qaida and the debate in the U.S. about
whether the country is pulling its weight in
the war on terrorism. Pakistan routinely
counters with a reminder that it has lost more
than 3,000 soldiers in the war, more than the
U.S. and other NATO armies combined.

Once cleared through the checkpoint, the
convoy faces an even more daunting chal-
lenge: the 2,290-meter (7,513 foot) Kojhak
Pass, one lane each way. It holds particularly

unpleasant memories for driver Shurab Gul.
On one of his runs he was laboring up the

pass, moving so slowly that ambushers man-
aged to run up to his truck and attach an
explosive charge.

“I was crying when they blew up my
truck. I jumped out and ran. I thought about
my family — what would they do if anything
happened to me?” he recalled. He has five
sons and a daughter.

As the convoy climbs up the mountain, a
free-for-all develops among the uphill traf-
fic, the faster cars trying to pass them, and
the oncoming traffic barreling downhill.
Cars weave in and out, often getting danger-
ously close to the precipice.

Awan’s truck and the AP team reach the
border post at Chaman around 1 p.m. It
looks like chaos. Trucks barge across. Cars,
horns blaring, weave among bicycles and
rickshaws carrying passengers and luggage.
The poorest push wheelbarrows carrying
children and old people.

The first town on the Afghan side is
Spinboldak, and traffic is at a standstill. A
day earlier a bomb in the customs hall killed
an Afghan customs officer and wounded two
visiting Americans, and now troops are
defusing a bomb on the road ahead.

At the truck terminal, the U.S. soldiers
who greet us are jumpy. Who are we? Do we
have permission to be on this road? Do we
have bodyguards? A soldier tells us of
reports that suicide bombers are lurking up
the road. They refuse to let us go, threaten-
ing to abort our onward trip even though
our Afghan documentation allows us to
travel freely throughout the country. After
an hour, when it becomes clear that they
have no grounds to hold us and we will not
accept armed security, we are released. But
by now night is closing in and the oil tankers
are not ready to move onward to Kandahar
in the darkness.

The next morning it is bitterly cold as the
trucks set off through flatlands flanked by
gray streaked hills. Security has become
much more intense. Bridges, a favorite
Taliban target, are protected by barbed wire.
Private security guards in jeeps and trucks
weave among the tankers.

On the cassette player, a singer named
Shah Zaib Bulbul, a Pashtu like Awan, belts
out a tune. The scratchy music puts a smile
on Awan’s face. Soon he’ll reach the relative
safety of his destination in Kandahar base,
but first he has to pass the village of Takht-e-
Pul. This place is dangerous, Awan shouts
over the music. “They fire on us. They are
unknown people. Their faces are covered.”

And don’t point a camera at the U.S. sol-
diers who are in a convoy heading toward us,
he warns, “because they will start firing on
us. It’s a big problem.”

The journey ends at the massive
Kandahar base built up by U.S. and other
NATO forces over the last 10 years of war.
The tankers park in a holding area to wait
for their number to be called.

It will be hours before Awan’s turn comes,
so he’ll spend the night here and head back
to Karachi in the morning to tank up for his
15th run to Kandahar.

TRUCKS
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SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 59°
SWELL FORECAST
Wind swell is looking nil as southern hemi runs waist to chest. 

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
ANOTHER SHOT AT SOME WIND SWELL, WHICH LOOKS TO BE ABOUT WAIST TO CHEST MAX AT WEST FACING BREAKS. CONDITIONS
THOUGH ARE QUESTIONABLE.   

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA

BY PAUL ELIAS
The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO Barry Bonds pleaded not
guilty to perjury charges, his former person-
al trainer is facing prison and the admissibil-
ity of a trove of evidence hangs in the bal-
ance after a pivotal hearing in federal court
Tuesday, three weeks before the slugger’s
trial is scheduled to start.

Bonds’ renewed plea was a legal techni-
cality made necessary when prosecutors
revised the charges for the third time since
the initial indictment was unsealed in
November 2007. Bonds is charged with four
counts of making false statements to a grand
jury and one count of obstruction of justice.
There was little doubt what Bonds’ plea was
going to be Tuesday and that the case was
going to trial March 21 after Bonds’ legal
team and prosecutors last month told U.S.
District Judge Susan Illston that there was
little chance of a plea agreement.

Likewise, there was no doubt that Bonds’
former personal trainer, Greg Anderson,
would tell the judge Tuesday that he has no
intention of taking the stand as a govern-
ment witness during the trial. Anderson
made a similar pledge in 2009 before Bonds’
trial was put on hold until a government
appeal was resolved in Bonds’ favor.

Anderson has previously spent more than
a year in prison on contempt charges after
refusing to testify before the grand jury
investigating Bonds.

The judge said that prosecutors and
Bonds’ legal team both want Anderson to
testify. She said his testimony would spare
his former clients, including several retired

major league players, from being called to
the witness stand to discuss how he supplied
them with steroids. Assistant U.S. Attorney
Jeff Nedrow said he wants to use that evi-
dence to support their position that Bonds
was lying when he claimed “he was unwit-
tingly duped by Mr. Anderson” into believ-
ing he was taking legal supplements.

“Much of that testimony would be
unnecessary” if he testified, Illston told
Anderson.

Illston then told Anderson that she
planned to find him in contempt of court
and will order him jailed during the dura-
tion of the trial, which is expected to last at
least two weeks. Anderson simply nodded
his head when the judge asked if he intend-
ed to follow through on his vow of silence.

“He’s taking not testifying to the nth
degree,” said Mark Geragos, Anderson’s
attorney.

Illston ordered Anderson to return to
court March 22, when she plans to order
him jailed.

After Anderson left the courtroom, the
lawyers got down to highly technical argu-
ments over what evidence will be presented
to the jury.

The judge ruled that the jury may hear,
among other pieces of evidence:

— That prosecutors granted Bonds
immunity from prosecution as long as he
testified truthfully about his drug use before
the grand jury.

— Bonds’ personal surgeon, Dr. Arthur
Ting, and former girlfriend Kim Bell testi-
fying that Bonds mistreated them, includ-
ing Bell allegedly witnessing violent out-
bursts.

Bonds’ perjury trial taking shape

Location, Location, Location
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FREE 
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The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

Strange Brew

Girls and Sports By Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

A must appearance, Taurus
ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★★ Keep roaming through possibilities
with others. Being open can only solidify an idea,
whereas a problem could present itself and you
won't see it if you don't test it out. Someone
from a distance makes a stern appraisal of a sit-
uation. Tonight: Where the action is. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★ Make sure you handle different seg-
ments of a problem. Dealing with one facet is
not the answer. Note fatigue. Think about a
visit to the doctor, or perhaps establish better
sleep, exercise and eating patterns, as boring
as it might seem. Tonight: A must appearance. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)  
★★★★★ Your ability to read between the lines,
detach and observe singles you out as an astute
intellect when dealing with people. Sometimes
it might be smarter not to let on about your per-
ceptions. A child or loved one is closed down.
Tonight: Ever playful, act on an idea. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★ Revel in the moment. Understand where
a partner or associate is coming from.
Instinctively, you might want to pull back and
rethink a situation because of feeling vulnerable.
Curb a tendency to cover emotional issues with
intellectual logic. Root out the real issue. Tonight:
Think about taxes, if you haven't already. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ Others want to assume a greater role and
might not relate to your ideas. Establish new bound-
aries. Others will listen when they get that you are for
real. Cut some of the charm! Tonight: As you like it. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★ Stay focused on the task at hand. You
might want to rethink a decision you made
recently, especially if it causes you discomfort.
You are coming from a solid point of view.
Examine the costs of this stance. Tonight: Do
tonight what you didn't do during the day. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★★ Your innate skills come forth. You
might be more negative than you realize, creat-
ing a somber perspective. Let in the feedback of
others; open up to trusting. Get past a present
bout of pessimism. Tonight: Add spice to your life. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★ Listen to your sixth sense with a family
member or real estate issue. You might not be in
the mood to act on any issue right now, which
could be smart. Gather more information and
decide what is happening. Tonight: Close to home. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★★ Expressing your ideas naturally is
excellent, though someone might misunder-
stand your words. You will know when this hap-
pens immediately because there will be a chill
or coldness emanating from that person.
Tonight: Tell it like it is. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★★ Thoughts about money pre-occupy
and color a decision. You might feel negative
about your job or role in the community.
Realize what is happening here, but refuse to
make any speedy decisions today. Check in on
an older friend or relative. Tonight: Run errands
on the way home. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★★ You bloom in the present atmos-
phere. Someone you seek information from
could seem to be withholding something. He or
she simply might not be in the mood to talk or
elaborate. Deal with a legal matter quickly.
Tonight: Let your imagination rock and roll. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★ Say less and listen more than normal. A
partner might be holding back but comes
through anyway. You will know what ails this
person if you stop and reflect. Joint projects in
general could be touchy. Tonight: Your last
chance for some extra R and R. You will need it! 

This year, you walk through doors while simultaneously realizing the impor-

tance of key partnerships or associations in your life. Many times you could

assume a low-key role, but then change your mind and head in a totally dif-

ferent direction. Honor who you are. Also make it OK to vanish or assume a low profile. If you are single, you could meet some-

one very interesting. This person might not be the easiest to relate to. If you are attached, the two of you might start acting like

newlyweds if you just dote on each other a little more. The bond becomes tighter. AQUARIUS makes an excellent healer.  

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:HHaappppyy  bbiirrtthhddaayy

By John Deering Speed Bump By Dave Coverly

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(310) 260-1528

Call theater for information.

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street Promenade
(888) 262-4386

True Grit (PG-13) 1hr 50min
1:20pm, 4:05pm, 6:45pm, 9:20pm

I Am Number Four (PG-13) 1hr
44min
1:25pm, 4:00pm, 6:30pm, 9:05pm

Unknown (PG-13) 1hr 49min
1:30pm, 4:15pm, 7:00pm, 9:45pm

Mooz-lum (PG-13) 1hr 39min
2:10pm, 4:40pm, 7:05pm, 9:30pm

AMC Santa Monica 7
1310 Third St.
(310) 451-9440

Gnomeo & Juliet 3D (PG) 1hr
24min
11:30am, 1:50pm, 4:10pm,

6:30pm, 8:50pm

Just Go With It (PG-13) 1hr
50min

1:00pm, 4:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:50pm

No Strings Attached (R) 1hr
50min
11:00am, 4:10pm, 6:45pm

I Am Number Four (PG-13) 1hr
44min
11:25am, 2:05pm, 4:45pm,
7:25pm, 10:00pm

Hall Pass (R) 1hr 38min
11:15am, 1:30pm, 2:05pm,
4:40pm, 7:15pm, 9:20pm, 9:55pm

Black Swan (R) 1hr 50min
12:15pm, 3:00pm

Justin Bieber Never Say Never
3D (G) 1hr 45min
12:45pm, 3:30pm, 6:15pm,
9:00pm

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex
1332 Second St.
(310) 478-3836

King's Speech (R) 1 hour 58 min
1:10pm, 4:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:50pm

Biutiful (R) 2hrs 27min
1:20pm, 4:40pm, 8:00pm

Illusionist (L'illusionniste) (PG)
1hr 22min

1:10pm, 3:20pm, 5:30pm, 7:40pm,
9:45pm

Cedar Rapids (R) 1hr 26min
1:00pm, 3:10pm, 5:20pm, 7:50pm,
10:10pm

AMC Criterion 6 
1313 Third Street Promenade
(310) 395-1599 

Just Go With It (PG-13) 1hr
50min
12:40pm, 3:30pm, 6:30pm,
9:20pm

Drive Angry 3D (R) 1hr 44min
1:45pm, 4:45pm, 7:30pm,
10:00pm

Big Momma's: Like Father, Like
Son (PG-13) 1hr 47min
12:45pm, 4:15pm, 7:00pm,
9:45pm

Unknown (PG-13) 1hr 49min
12:30pm, 3:15pm, 6:15pm,
9:15pm

Fighter (R) 1hr 54min
1:30pm, 4:20pm, 7:05pm, 9:50pm

Gnomeo & Juliet (PG) 1hr 24min
1:00pm, 3:20pm, 5:40pm, 8:00pm,
10:10pm

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES

MYSTERY PHOTO Brandon Wise  brandonw@smdp.com
The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the
Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com. Send your mystery photos to 
editor@smdp.com to be used in future issues. 
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■ David Morice, of Iowa City, Iowa,
a teacher at Kirkwood Community
College, was best known for a
series of "Poetry Comics" until he
decided last year to write 100-page
poems every day for 100 days, until
he had a book totaling 10,000
pages (actually, 10,119). For some
reason, the University of Iowa
Libraries has published the finished
poem, online and in a 2-foot-high
hardcopy stack. (Strangely, in a
480-word article describing
Morice's feat, the Iowa City Press-
Citizen included not even a hint
about the poems' subject matter.)
■ In January, Toronto sculptor-
photographer Lisa Murphy added to
her reputation for devising "porn
for the blind" by producing four
more hand-molded erotic figures
generated by using clay to replicate
photographic scenes of nude and
lingerie-clad models (accompanied
by descriptions in Braille). "The
butt was the hardest to sculpt," she
said. "I wanted to get it nice and
even, and give it a feminine soft-
ness so it would actually feel like a
woman's butt." Her first book,
"Tactile Mind," with 17 such raised
erotic works, sells for $225 (Cdn).

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

mmaassttiiccaattee  \\  MMAASS--ttiihh--kkaayytt  \\    ,,
ttrraannssiittiivvee  vveerrbb;;
1. To grind or crush with or as if
with the teeth in preparation for
swallowing and digestion; to
chew; as, "to masticate food."

WORD UP!

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

King Features Syndicate

4  5  17  19  50
Meganumber: 7
Jackpot: $88M

9  21  23  41  47
Meganumber: 8
Jackpot: $8M

23  32  33  37  39

MIDDAY: 3 2 7
EVENING: 7 3 5

1st: 04 Big Ben
2nd: 05 California Classic
3rd: 10 Solid Gold
RACE TIME: 1:40.01

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

• Fill the grid with the set of given
numbers (1 to 12) to satisfy the
Equa demands (7 to 24) in the shad-
ed boxes. The Equa demands repre-
sent the sum of the digits that you
will insert into the empty squares.

• Each horizontal row has one Equa
demand to satisfy; each vertical col-
umn also has one demand to satis-
fy. Each empty square in the grid
dictates the math operation (addi-
tion +, subtraction -, multiplication
X, and division ÷) that must be per-
formed to meet the demands.

• You must follow the given math
operations for each square and you
must make sure all the numbers sat-
isfy the demands in the shaded
boxes when connected in adjacent
threes and calculated together from
left to right, and top to bottom.

• The numbers you insert into the
grid must satisfy the Equa demands
both horizontally and vertically.

For more games, 
go to www.arithmo.com

TM

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving
Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure
out which numbers are missing.
Then, based on the other numbers in
the row and column of each blank
cell, find which of the missing num-
bers will work. Eliminating numbers
will eventually lead you to the
answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

1990Nelson Mandela is
elected deputy

President of the African National
Congress.

1991Battle at Rumaila Oil
Field brings an end to

the 1991 Gulf War.

1992Armenia, Azerbaijan,
K a z a k h s t a n ,

Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, San Marino,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and
Uzbekistan join the United Nations.

1998Data sent from the
Galileo spacecraft

indicates that Jupiter's moon
Europa has a liquid ocean under a
thick crust of ice.

2002U.S. invasion of
A f g h a n i s t a n :

Operation Anaconda begins, (end-
ing on March 19 after killing 500
Taliban and al Qaeda fighters, with
11 Western troop fatalities).

2004War in Iraq: Al-Qaeda
carries out the

Ashoura Massacre in Iraq, killing
170 and wounding over 500.

TODAY IN HISTORY

A nationally known

financial expert says

many who have savings

accounts make these

mistakes, costing

themselves and their

families thousands of

dollars! They risk their

retirement security,

increasing the chance

they could outlive their

money. This is true

whether they handle

their savings them-

selves, or with help

from a

professional!  Are you

needlessly losing thou-

sands of dollars?  Find
out NOW, Call toll-
free, 800-238-1719 for
a free consultation on
alternatives to savings
accounts and CD's.
CALL NOW, before
it's too late!

"Do You Know
The Jealously
Guarded
Secrets Banks
Hide From You
That Could
Cost You
Thousands?"
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For
information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Miscellaneous
$$OLD GUITARS WANTED$$ 
Gibson,Fender,Martin,Gretsch. 1920's to 
1980's. Top Dollar paid. Toll 
Free:1-866-433-8277

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train for high 
paying Aviation Maintenance Career. 
FAA approved program. Financial aid if 
qualified - Housing available CALL 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
(866)453-6204.

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home. 
Medical, Business, Paralegal, Account-
ing, Criminal Justice. Job placement as-
sistance. Computer available. Financial 
aid if qualified. Call 800-494-3586 
www.CenturaOnline.com

ATTENTION SLEEP APNEA SUFFERERS 
with MEDICARE or PPO. Get FREE CPAP 
Replacement Supplies (mask,tubing, 
etc) to prevent infections & sores. Plus, 
FREE home delivery. Call 
(866)933-2435

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIA-
BETIC TEST STRIPS - up to $17/Box! 
Shipping paid. Sara 1-800-371-1136. 
www.cash4diabeticsupplies.com

FREE HD for LIFE! DISH Network. 
$24.99/mo. - Over 120 Channels. Plus 
$500 BONUS! Call 1-800-915-9514.

VIAGRA 100mg & CIALIS 20mg. 40 Pills 
+ 4 FREE, $99.00!! #1 Male Enhance-
ment, Discreet! The LITTLE BLUE PILL! 
1-888-452-7484

Employment
HAIRSTYLIST AND MANICURE station for 
rent Santa Monica (310) 449-1923

MYSTERY SHOPPERS! Earn up to $150 
daily. Get paid to shop pt/ft. Call now 
800-690-1272.

PROCESS MAIL! Pay Weekly! FREE Sup-
plies! Bonuses! Genuine! Helping 
Homeworkers since 1992! Call 
1-888-302-1522 www.howtowork-from-
home.com

Help Wanted
ACTORS/MOVIE EXTRAS - 
$150-$300/Day depending on job. No 
experience. All looks needed. 
1-800-281-5185-A103

Business Opps
ALL CASH VENDING ROUTE Be your own 
boss 25-machines/candy all for-$9,995. 
1-877-915-8222 Vend 3 
"S.S.REGNO.299" AINB02653 Void in 
AK,CT,KY,ME,NE,NH,SD,WA,LA,VA 880 
Grand Blvd, Deerpark, N.Y.

Do you have 10 hrs a week
you’d like to make productive?
Work from home $1500+mo.
www.chooseafreshstart.com

GREAT PAYING... Frac Sand Hauling 
Work in Texas. Need Big Rig,Pneumatic 
Trailer & Blower. 817-769-7621

Adoption
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION? 
You choose from families nationwide. 
LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Abby's One True 
Gift Adoptions. 866-413-6292, 24/7 
Void/Illinois

For Sale
New condo in Brentwood with beautiful 
view for sale & financing by owner. 3+3 
1/2 “2065 sqft” $899K. Text condo 400 
to 41513 or 714-878-1563

Electronics
DIRECT TO home Satellite TV 
$19.99/mo. FREE installation, FREE 
HD-DVR upgrade. New customers - No 
Activation Fee! Credit/Debit Card Req. 
Call 1-800-795-3579

Local Data Entry/Typist Needed Immedi-
ately. $400PT-$800FT weekly. Flexible 
Schedule, work from own 
PC.1-800-262-8135

Wanted
WANTED DIABETES TEST STRIPS any 
kind/brand. Unexpired up to $16.00. 
Shipping Paid 1-800-266-0702 
www.selldiabeticstrips.com

Resorts/Timeshares
SELL/RENT YOUR TIMESHARE FOR 
CASH!!! Our Guaranteed Services will 
Sell/ Rent Your Unused Timeshare for 
CASH! Over $95 Million offered in 2010! 
www.sellatimeshare.com (800) 
882-0296

For Rent
1-Bedroom Apt to sublet, gated build-
ing, swimming pool, Federal Ave, south 
of Santa Monica, west of 405 freeway, 
$1195 month

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310)869-7901

505 Barrington Ave. #11 2+2,
Brentwood $1750

121 N Croft Ave. #101  2+1.75 
$1795 West Hollywood, CA 

505 Barrington Ave. #3 1+1 Pool, 
parking, laundry $1225

WE HAVE MORE VACANCIES ON THE 
WESTSIDE

www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

Mar Vista $995.00 Single w/ kitchen, 1 
Bath, No pets, Stove, Refrig, Dshwshr, 
Parking, 4077 Inglewood  Blvd., # 1, LA 
90066 Open daily 9am-7pm. Additional 
info in Unit. 

PALMS/BVRLYWD ADJ. $1275.00 2 
Bdrm, 1-1/2 Baths, NO PETS, stove, 
refrg, parking 2009 Preuss Rd., #11. LA 
90034. Open daily 9am-7pm .Additional 
info in Apt

SANTA MONICA $1250 1bdrms, 1 bath, 
no pets, stove, refrigerator, parking, 
1935 Cloverfield Blvd. #7 Opean Daily 

For Rent
for viewing 9am-7pm. Additional info in 
Unit. Manager in #9

SANTA MONICA $1250.00 1 Bdrm, 1 
Bath, NO Pets, Stove, Refrig,  Dshwshr, 
parking 2535 Kansas Ave., #203 Open 
daily 9am-7pm. 

SANTA MONICA $1650.00 2 Bdrm, 2 
Bath, NO Pets, Stove, Refrig,  Dshwshr, 
parking 2535 Kansas Ave., #107 Open 
daily 9am-7pm. 

SANTA MONICA $1650.00 2 Bdrm, 2 
Bath, NO Pets, Stove, Refrig,  Dshwshr, 
parking 2535 Kansas Ave.,Open daily 
9am-7pm. , Mgr  # 101 additional info 
in apt 

SM $1500 large 1 bdrm Arizona & 
Franklin hardwood floors,.remodeled 
kitchen & bath, lots of windows, bright 
& airy. Spacious closets, beautiful yard 
& garden area. Laundry on site, fridge & 
stove 310-729-5367

SM. ADJ. UNOBSTRUCTED Ocean View 
large 2+2, on top of hill, on private 
drvway. 2 sundecks 2 parking, $1995 
(310)390-4610

Real Estate
***FREE FORECLOSURE Listings*** 
OVER 400,000 properties nationwide. 
Low down payment. Call now 
800-250-2043.

ARIZONA BIG BEAUTIFUL LOTS $99/mo., 
$0-down, $0-interest. Golf Course, Nat'l 
Parks. 1 hour from Tucson Int'l Airport. 
Guaranteed Financing NO CREDIT 
CHECK! (800)631-8164 CODE 4054 
www.sunsiteslandrush.com

Automotive
WANTED JAPANESE MOTORCYCLES KA-
WASAKI,1970-1980, Z1-900, KZ900, 
KZ1000, H2-750, H1-500, 
S1-250,S2-250, S2-350, S3-400. CASH 
PAID. 1-800-772-1142. 
1-310-721-0726.

Autos Wanted
DONATE YOUR CAR. FREE TOWING. 
"Cars for Kids". Any condition. Tax de-
d u c t i b l e
outreachcenter.com,1-800-597-9411

TOP CASH FOR CARS,Any Car/Truck, 
Running or Not. Call for INSTANT offer: 
1-800-454-6951

Services

Handyman

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

SPECIALISTS IN ALL 
DAMAGE REPAIR

“EXPERT IN GREEN CONCEPTS”

Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

LIC# 888736
“HOME SWEET HOME”

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

Therapy

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILLL 
SMOKING?

Dr. John McGrail, Ph.D, C.Ht.

(310)) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

Health/Beauty
SAVE $500! Viagra! 40 Pills $99.00 
Satisfaction Guaranteed!!! Open 7 Days 
a week! Credit Card required 
1-800-590-2917

Notices
Free depression treatment at UCLA for 
teens, adults, and seniors! 
(310)825-3351 www.DepressionLA.com

05 HONDA CIVIC
468912A/595883

$10995

05 SATURN ION
468441A/I36995

$10995

05 HONDA ACCORD
480107A/104501

$14995

07 HONDA ACCORD SE
900481/033705

$15995

10 SUBARU IMPREZA
480577A/502973

$16995

07 TOYOTA PRIUS
480394/218633

$16995

08 HONDA CIVIC EX
I21898/069826

$16999

800-614-3020

05 TOYOTA COROLLA CE
306297A/483652

$10998

06 TOYOTA COROLLA S
1000743/665932

$12888

04 NISSAN XTERRA SE
306272A/611759

$13988

04 TOYOTA CAMRY SE
1000746/321434

$13998

04 SAAB 900 SE CONVERTIBLE
306524A/013116

$14998

04 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
1000774/080598

$15998

09 TOYOTA CAMRY LE
CERTIFIED

1000680/101780
$15998

10 SCION XB
CERTIFIED

1000714/098368
$16989

866-966-4553

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

R E A D  U S  O N L I N E
smdp.com/localnews
smdp.com/auto
smdp.com/briefs
smdp.com/columnists
smdp.com/cp
smdp.com/crimewatch
smdp.com/entertainment
smdp.com/food
smdp.com/green
smdp.com/health
smdp.com/letterstotheeditor
smdp.com/opinion
smdp.com/parenting
smdp.com/realestate
smdp.com/sports
smdp.com/travel

CHECK US OUT ONLINE
smdp.com/advertising
smdp.com/archives
smdp.com/classifieds
smdp.com/communitylistings
smdp.com/submitevent
smdp.com/contactus
smdp.com/dba
smdp.com/search

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

$5.50 A DAY LINER ADS! 
CALL TODAY (310) 458-7737

A D V E R T I S E !  
CALL US (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737
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