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Isaac Martinez serves up free pancakes to Lighthouse Christian Academy students during the annual International House of Pancakes (IHOP)
National Pancake Day on Tuesday morning. In exchange for free pancakes, customers are encouraged to make a donation that will be used
for a local Children's Miracle Network Hospital.  IHOP says it has collected more than $5.35 million for charities — and given away more than
10 million buttermilk pancakes — since it began the annual fundraising fete seven years ago.

New county rule lets
restaurants open up
their patios to canines

BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD
Daily Press Staff Writer

COUNTYWIDE Make no bones about it, Fido
and his owner can walk, play and now eat
together in restaurants with outdoor patios
in Santa Monica and throughout Los
Angeles County.

So decreed the Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health Monday when it
released new rules that give restaurant owners
the option to allow dogs on outdoor patios.

The change came at the behest of dog-
friendly restaurant owners that felt they were
missing out on customers who wanted to
stop by for a bite to eat or a coffee, but could-
n’t bring their dogs through the gate.

“Many dog and restaurant owners advo-
cated for this policy change, and we are

BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD
Daily Press Staff Writer

DOUGLAS PARK Residents will have an
opportunity to get their voices heard on
parking issues and alcohol sales at a Fresh &
Easy market planned for the Mid City
Neighborhood at a community meeting
Thursday night.

The market is expected to take the place
of the Magnolia Audio Video store at 2800
Wilshire Blvd., and while some residents
seem enthused about the idea of a grocery
store within walking distance of their
homes, others worry that the market will
entail more gridlock with no parking.

That fear comes from a request by the
company to allow 38 on-site parking spots

rather than the 50 spots required by Santa
Monica’s municipal code.

Another 17 spots would be sought off-
site with five coming from the nearby 2811
Wilshire Blvd. and 12 further away at 3201
Wilshire Blvd., according to the project’s
description that was sent out to communi-
ty members.

Details on those leases including the
term and whether or not they stay with the
property if the grocery store fails were not
forthcoming on Tuesday.

Nonetheless, those spots, along with the
11 short-term bicycle parking spaces at the
building’s two entrances, encompass all of
the parking proposed for the 13,000
square-foot building.

Those spaces as well as six secure park-

ing spots for employee bicycles would serve
the customers and the 10 to 12 employees
that would be on duty at any given time.

The project is expected to employ 30
people total.

That could be a significant problem, said
Gregg Heacock, head of Mid City
Neighbors, the local neighborhood organi-
zation.

That part of Wilshire Boulevard is
already plagued by traffic, and adding
another destination without sufficient
parking for the people that it draws will
cause backups and force people into the
neighborhoods to seek a place to park.

“We only have so much room,”Heacock said.

Dining out
with doggy

BY ANNE D’INNOCENZIO
AP Retail Writer 

NEW YORK Americans are feeling better
about the economy again, but will it last this
time?

A widely watched barometer of consumer
confidence surged in February to its highest
level in a year as Americans took note of
improving job prospects among friends and
family and falling unemployment, which is
now at a three-year low.

The brighter assessment released Tuesday
by a private research group reflected a more
upbeat attitude for the nation generally as

Americans feeling better
about economic recoveryResidents to weigh in on Fresh & Easy

SEE DOGGY DINING PAGE 6

SEE RECOVERY PAGE 11SEE MARKET PAGE 8
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310-458-7737 or submit to editor@smdp.com

For more information on any of the events listed, 
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Wednesday,Feb. 29, 2012

Leaping for Leap Day
Santa Monica Pier
Noon — 2:30 p.m.

In honor of Leap Day, pier officials
have partnered with Cirque du

Soleil’s “OVO” to create a special
day of live performances, free

Zumba lessons and Radio Disney.
The first 100 people who can prove
they were born Feb. 29 will win two
tickets to see “OVO,” which is set
up in the parking lot just north of the

pier. For more information, visit
www.santamonicapier.org.

This is why we fight
Fairview Library Branch

2101 Ocean Park Blvd., 1 p.m. —
3:30 p.m.

Join Anna Stramese, who has a
master’s in critical studies of film

from USC, for a special film series
about movies that have reflected

and influenced the American dream.
This week watch the Capra classic
“Mr. Smith Goes to Washington,”

starring Jimmy Stewart as an every-
man who must meet the world of

political corruption and scandal head
on. Cost: free. For more informa-

tion, call (310) 458-8681. 

Dems unite
Ocean Park Library

2601 Main St., 7 p.m. — 9 p.m.
The Santa Monica Democratic Club
will gather for their monthly meeting

with this edition focusing on the
2012 State Legislature outlook. For

more information, call (310) 829-
7218.

Strike a pose 
Fitdog Sports Club 

1712 21st St., 6 p.m. 
Kim Rodgers and Sarah Sypniewski,

owners of Bark Pet Photography,
have released their first book, “Dog
Photography For Dummies.” To cel-

ebrate this accomplishment,  Fitdog
Sports Club will feature a book

signing by the authors, human and
canine refreshments, raffles, and
plenty of doggy fun in a safe and

welcoming environment. The
authors will also share tips and

advice on how to take great photo-
graphs of your dogs and how pho-
tography can help shelter animals.
This event is open to all who would

like to attend — with or without
their dogs! Free admission. For
more information, visit www.fit-

dogsportsclub.com

Thursday, March 1, 2012 

Freshen up
Douglas Park Clubhouse

2439 Wilshire Boulevard, 6:30 p.m.
— 8:00 p.m.

Attend this community meeting to
discuss the proposed Fresh & Easy

Market, which is expected to be
located in the existing Magnolia

Audo Video space at 2800 Wilshire
Blvd. For more information, call city

planners at (310) 458-8341. 

Love on the Pacific 
Barnum Hall 

7 p.m. 
Santa Monica High School’s Spring

musical is “South Pacific” by
Rodgers and Hammerstein. The
musical centers on an American
nurse stationed at a U.S. Naval

base during World War II who falls
in love with an expatriate French
plantation owner but struggles to
accept his mixed-race children. A
second romance concerns a U.S.
Lieutenant who falls in love with a

young Asian woman. Suggested for
ages 8 and up. Thursday through

Saturday at 7 p.m., March 1-3 and
March 8-10. Plus special matinee

Saturday, March 3 at 2 p.m. Tickets:
suggested donation of $15, $10 for

students. 
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2303 Wilshire Blvd, Santa Monica CA 90403

Hours:  Mon-Sat 8 am - 6 pm  |  Sundays 8 am - 5 pm
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Performance

CCOORRRREECCTTIIOONN In the article “Local couple increases scholarships for black students,”
which appeared in the Feb. 28 edition of the Daily Press, a scholarship fund was incor-
rectly identified. It should have stated the W.P. and Bulah Luse Trust Fund. 
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BY SUE MANNING
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES They still fight like cats and
dogs in divorce court. But more and more
they are fighting about cats and dogs.

Custody cases involving pets are on the
rise across the country.

In a 2006 survey by the 1,600-member
American Academy of Matrimonial
Lawyers, a quarter of respondents said pet
custody cases had increased noticeably since
2001. The academy is due for another sur-
vey, but there is no doubt such cases have
grown steadily since then, said Ken Altshuler
of Portland, Maine, a divorce attorney and
AAML president.

If there is a child involved in a divorce,
many judges will keep the pet with the child,
attorneys said.

“But what do you do when the pet is the
child?” Altshuler asked.

Breakups in same-sex marriages, civil
unions and domestic partnerships are
among reasons pet custody fights have
become more common, attorneys said.

Pet custody cases have grown as much as
15 percent in his office over the last five
years, said attorney David Pisarra of Santa
Monica.

He is his own best example. He shares
custody of 8-year-old Dudley, a longhaired
standard black-and-tan dachshund, with his
ex, who has remarried and introduced a
step-dog to Dudley.

Pet consultant Steven May hired Pisarra
six years ago to handle his divorce. Besides a
daughter, May and his ex worked out cus-
tody of three dogs, two cats and Tequila the
parrot.

Pisarra and May became good friends
and often take their dogs for walks in Santa
Monica. They also teamed up last year to
write a book about co-parenting a pet with
an ex titled “What About Wally?”

Pets are considered property in every
state in the country. For years, they have
been divvied up like furniture during
divorce proceedings. But times are changing.

“Judges are viewing them more akin to
children than dining room sets. They are
recognizing that people have an emotional
attachment to their animals,” Altshuler said.

“There is a shifting consciousness,”
Pisarra said. “Pets are being given greater
consideration under the law.”

Divorce lawyers:
Pet custody cases
are on the rise

SEE PET DIVORCE PAGE 6

BY DAILY PRESS STAFF 

SANTA MONICA BLVD A renowned Santa
Monica chef was sued by a contractor for
allegedly failing to pay more than $120,000
for improvements at his new restaurant on
Santa Monica Boulevard.

Sarlan Builders Inc. filed the breach-of-
contract lawsuit Monday against Andrew
Kirschner, owner of the Tar & Roses restau-
rant, claiming the chef owes at least
$122,355 for work done at the eatery at 602
Santa Monica Blvd.

According to the lawsuit, Sarlan Builders
entered a verbal contract with Kirschner
last April to make improvements at  Tar &
Roses, but he did not pay the full balance
even though the contractor performed all
the work it was required to do.

Tar & Roses denies any knowledge of the
lawsuit, stating it has not “seen a formal
complaint,” nor does the eatery “have any
notice or knowledge of a pending lawsuit,”
according to a statement released by the
restaurant.

The restaurant is currently in dispute

with Sarlan Builders over their “delayed,
and incomplete work” and will file its own
claims against the company.

Kirschner, a former contestant on “Iron
Chef,” was a longtime executive chef at the
Wilshire restaurant in Santa Monica before
opening Tar & Roses late last year. The
restaurant incorporates reclaimed materi-
als, polished concrete floors, exposed brick,
and Carrera marble/wood tabletops. The
menu is described as modern and rustic.

news@smdp.com 

Local chef sued for allegedly stiffing contractor 

A LITTLE LATE TO THE PLATE Morgan Genser news@smdp.com
Agoura Hills' Albee Weiss catches Samohi's Daniel Galvan as he slides into home base. Galvan was trying to score on a wild pitch at
Santa Monica High School on Tuesday during an Easton Tournament game. The Vikings fell 6-4.
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Learning something new 
Editor:

Thank you very much for the On The Beat column
entitled “Walk on the safe side,” which was published
this past weekend (Feb. 25-26, page 4). As a frequent
pedestrian and driver in Santa Monica, this is exceed-
ingly helpful information. 

I was especially interested in the rule that a pedes-
trian must yield to vehicles lawfully within the intersec-
tion at the time that the signal is first shown. I have
always felt this makes sense, but few pedestrians seem
to be aware or agree. That a pedestrian may only cross
in a marked crosswalk in any business district within
Santa Monica, not just the central area, was also news
to me. That makes for a long walk in other business
areas.

Again, thank you for this enlightening column.
G. Moriarty

Los Angeles

Fan of free enterprise 
Editor:

I agree completely with Bill Bauer’s points in the
first part of his column (“Ugly new developments OK if
they meet wage standards,” My Write, Feb. 27, page 3)

The development at Seventh Street and Wilshire
Boulevard is totally wrong for the area and, as Mr.
Bauer said, is “… massive, overly tall, [and] butt-ugly …
.” He mentioned the waiving of the height requirement.
Why does City Hall have a height requirement and then
blithely ignore it when a developer wants to build a too-
tall building? This sort of behavior only adds to the
feeling (widespread and historical) that the manage-
ment and staff of the city of Santa Monica are in the
pockets of the developers. Does it seem to you that,
rather than run Santa Monica for the benefit of its
inhabitants, they spend most of their time whoring
after developer money and angling to get their reelec-
tion bills paid by developers?

In the case of City Hall fronting for the hotel and
restaurant union, this is totally inappropriate. City Hall
has no business taking up a side in this situation.
Management, workers and unions have dealt with these
things over the years just fine by themselves, compro-
mising on both sides to come up with livable agree-
ments. It’s not the job of city staff to insert itself into
these situations.

Just for the sake of comparison, turn the situation
around: let us suppose that City Hall said that, due to
the importance of tourists to the city, there shall be no
labor agreements involving third party unions entered
into by hotels and restaurants (for fear that hotel room
rates and restaurant charges would rise) and that, fur-
ther, because of the need for exceptional customer
service for those tourists, local hotel and restaurant
workers shall have a 48-hour work week as standard.
Having too much vacation time might require hiring
more people to cover those vacationing workers (and
thus raise hotel room rates) so allowable vacation time
shall be restricted only to national holidays.

What do you think would be the result locally and
nationwide? There would be an outcry and people
would rise up with understandable anger. People would
say: “What right did City Hall have in making those
decisions?” But isn’t City Hall now smugly doing just
that (but in the other direction), putting itself inappro-
priately into this private situation between manage-
ment and workers? What right does City Hall have in
doing this? None in my mind. Businesses have a right to
run their businesses as they like (and, of course, work-
ers and unions have a right to work for their own bene-
fit). In this case, my view is that City Hall should stay
out of it entirely; it’s none of their business.

Reynold Dacon
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 

TO THE CITY COUNCIL, RESIDENTS AND
supporters of the Santa Monica Pier:

The Santa Monica Pier is one of the great
treasures on the West Coast. It has stood the
test of time and serves as one of the great
examples of how preservation and entrepre-
neurship can combine to make an icon
known around the world. Decades of public
and private investment, battles over preser-
vation and character and passionate com-
munity involvement have made the pier the
internationally renowned venue that it is
today.

I spent 10 years working on the pier and
got to know its deck boards, piles, buildings
and vast array of colorful and passionate
people. I learned a great deal, and as many of
you know, grew in ways I never imagined
possible. One of the things that I learned
about the place, this great public space, was
that for all of its triumphs it remains a frag-
ile venue. Made of wood and worn by harsh
conditions and heavy use the pier requires
daily attentive care.

If history tells us anything, it is that
change is something we can count on. It also
shows us paths that lead to less then desir-
able outcomes. While you consider how best
to manage the pier going forward, I strongly
implore you to not just look at current oper-
ating models, but to look at its history. Who
are the pier's champions, where have they
historically come from, and what has been
their goal?

My own reading of the history tells a
pretty clear story. The champions of the pier
are not big business, financial prosperity or
political agendas. The champions of the pier
are the citizens, the daily fisherman, the
small businesses and the visitors, both daily
and yearly that walk the deck and appreciate
the quirky mix of entertainment, characters,
history, views and ocean air. My wife often
described the folks that form the soul of the
pier as those brave pioneers who traveled
west, beat long odds and when arriving on
the shores of the Pacific decided that it was
not enough, so out over the waves they went.

A few questions that should be asked as a
new direction for the pier is established: Is
the pier a place to be managed or facilitated?
Is it a place of and for the public to be nur-
tured or is it a place to be planned and pro-
grammed? Who can provide the tools to
facilitate the kind of creative growth and
entrepreneurship that have repeatedly
defined the pier’s rebirths? Should the bene-
fits of the pier be limited to the dollars gen-
erated on its deck boards?  Or should the
value be determined by the millions of
impressions generated both in media and
the memories of millions of annual visitors?  

I have seen the long list of qualified can-
didates who have applied for the interim
board. The quality and breadth of applicants
is telling, this is without doubt an opportu-
nity that calls for great leadership, and great
leaders are responding. One wise word of
direction for the new board that I heard
echoed again and again by founding mem-

bers of the Pier Restoration Corp. (PRC);
leave your personal agenda at the door. You
will do your best work together when you
join in working for the best interests of the
pier.

When our individual agendas outweigh
the need to rally around a common cause
and when financial prosperity wins out
against preservation, history shows that the
pier suffers. Of course, history also shows
that the pier has the power to correct course
and restore. As the tides of conversation
appear to be shifting from restoration (the
active process of preserving) to manage-
ment, budget efficiencies and fundraising, it
would be wise to note that the champions of
the pier, the small businesses, the fishermen
(and women) and the daily visitors watch
closely as the balance of interests are juggled
once again. For nearly three decades the PRC
facilitated that balance with great success
providing the leadership that allowed the
pier to regain prosperity not seen since the
1920s and ‘30s.

With City Hall assuming greater respon-
sibility for pier operations and leasing, the
tides of leadership are shifting again. The
effects of these changes will not be known
for decades to come. It is clear, however, that
the beginning of the pier's next chapter will
be written by the seven folks appointed by
the City Council this week. To the fortunate
seven I encourage you to become students of
the pier, to listen to all the voices, not just the
loudest or most articulate. Study its history,
both written and oral. As you deliberate and
develop plans over the following two years,
visit often at different hours and talk to
those you meet. I can tell you from personal
experience that I often learned more talking
to the community sitting on a bench toward
the west end then I did sitting in the office.

To the small businesses on the pier, the
community, general public and pier regu-
lars, I encourage you to be active in the
process, make sure your voice is heard. Be
open to change that compliments and
enhances the character of the pier. But don't
shy from defending character and history if
they are threatened. A great future depends
on attention and passion in the present.

The Santa Monica Pier is one of the
country's great public spaces and it will take
a committed public and committed leader-
ship to ensure that it continues to shine for
future generations. A past PRC chair was
fond of saying, "Take care of this great lady,
because my great-great grandchildren are
looking forward to a visit." His first grand-
children are visiting the pier today. I look
forward to the day my great grandchildren
stand next to his, and yours, for the legacy of
the Santa Monica Pier is a shared legacy, one
shared by all.

FFRRAANNZZ--KKNNIIGGHHTT  is the former executive director
of the Pier Restoration Corp. He now serves in
the same capacity for the Pike Place Market
Preservation and Development Authority in
Seattle. 

Ben Franz-Knight Send comments to editor@smdp.com
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*No interest payment plans
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-Invisalign    -Periodontist on Staff    -Oral Surgeon on Staff
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Change your water ...
EXTEND YOUR LIFE™

with “Beyond O2” Alkaline Water

Alkaline Water
reverses the

effects of
illness and

leads to:

• increased energy
• anti-aging
• positive mood
• stabilized blood sugars
• weight loss

• better digestion
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• clear skin
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Beyond O2 Water House
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The Tiffany of Alkaline Water!MMaakkiinngg  ccuuttss

Officials with the Santa Monica-Malibu
Unified School District are considering
cutting $2 million from next year’s budg-
et. There has been talk of reducing staff
and an increase in class sizes. 

SSoo,,  tthhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  QQ--LLiinnee  qquueessttiioonn  aasskkss::

If cuts have to be made, where do you
think are logical places to look and
why?

Contact qqlliinnee@@ssmmddpp..ccoomm before FFrriiddaayy  aatt
55  pp..mm.. and we’ll print your answers in the
weekend edition of the Daily Press. You
can also call ((331100))  445588--77773377  eexxtt..  110022.

MY HUSBAND RICK WENT AWAY FOR 28
hours this weekend, leaving me on my own
with our two daughters. The girls and I
managed just fine. That is if you don’t count
the moment when my 3-year-old heckled
the people at the table next to us at a restau-
rant on Saturday night for their entrée selec-
tion or when she decided to decorate the liv-
ing room with glue Sunday morning while I
was in the shower. If there was an upside to
the glue situation, it was that our throw pil-
lows probably needed a little incentive to
stop slumping down on the sofa.

Thankfully, it’s not as if my husband left
me alone for the weekend with 19 kids. I’ve
never actually watched TLC’s “19 Kids and
Counting,” but as a keen student of pop cul-
ture, I’m well aware that there is a real, live
couple with 19 kids that seems to keep want-
ing even more kids. If I had known my older
daughter ever would have thought, for
instance, that it was a fine idea to empty the
contents of her humidifier on the carpet,
there’s a strong chance I would have stopped
at one kid. But 19 of them? I mean, how do
you survive one 3-year-old and then decide
to do it again 18 more times, exactly?

I fully recognize that, despite the restau-
rant, glue and humidifier antics — and my
preschooler forcing me back to her room at 9
o’clock on Saturday night with the sing-song
threat of a loaded pull-up diaper — it really
could have been worse while my husband
was away. Like if the man coming home to
me after 28 hours away had not been named
Rick but instead Jim Bob Duggar (or any
man named Jim Bob, really), for instance.

The most baffling part about the Duggar
family to me is not its 19 kids (although,
believe me, that in and of itself is baffling).
No, it’s the entire tenet on which the Duggar
marriage is based that makes me wake up at
night and feel the way I did in high school
two days before the SATs when I realized that
cramming likely wouldn’t help me earn a
1600 (or any four-digit score, for that mat-
ter): basically panic, nausea and despair.

The religion of Michelle and Jim Bob
Duggar seems to necessarily dictate that their
marriage resembles a prison sentence for
women (and not in a Hallmark anniversary,
funny-ha-ha-card kind of way, either) rather
than the loving union of two souls. At least
that’s what I gathered from an article I read
recently about what Michelle Duggar had to
say to other women when she spoke at a con-
ference about tips for a happy marriage.

To be fair, some of her remarks were on the
benign side, such as when she said, “Hello,” and
“Thank you.”Pretty much the rest of what I read

she said had me exclaiming, “Oh, sweet Jesus,”
although I’m guessing probably not in the same
way that Michelle Duggar would ever say it.

She talked about how women need to
accept their husbands as their leaders, and
that wives must receive directions from their
husbands, which is ironic, or something,
given that my husband’s literal sense of
direction rivals Mr. Magoo’s in terms of
accuracy. If I had followed his lead, we’d no
doubt still be lost eight years later driving
around the outskirts of New Orleans looking
for the nonexistent Tabert Street. (At least
that’s what I could have sworn he had writ-
ten down on the directions, when, in fact, he
had scribbled, “Take right.” But still.)

In her talk, Michelle Duggar also advised
that a man needs a wife who will develop
“inward and outward beauty” in order to
become “more of the wife of (her) hus-
band’s dreams” and “conform to (her) hus-
band’s real wishes.”

I’m not sure that looking like Scarlett
Johansson will ever be in my future no matter
how hard I try (sorry, Rick), but for what it’s
worth, I give him plenty of opportunity to
dream about her walking through our front
door nonetheless. Particularly whenever I’m
wearing my house-frau uniform of a ripped,
paint-splattered, stained sweatshirt with non-
matching, loose-fitting yoga pants. Scarlett
would never wear that, but unfortunately for
Rick, she hasn’t been returning his calls lately.

Michelle Duggar also advised women to
separate their “rights” from their “responsibil-
ities” — and to ask their husbands to define
those responsibilities. Furthermore, she rec-
ommended that wives request that their hus-
bands alert them when they have a “resistant
spirit.” For that, I have no retort other than to
say one thing, which is: Ha. Ha. Ha. Ha. Ha.
Ha. OK, that was six things. But the extra five
Has were well worth the emphasis.

On no planet and in no lifetime could I
envision being in a marriage like the
Duggars’ — with two kids, 19 kids or no
kids, although I’m guessing if I were married
to a Jim Bob Duggar kind of guy I wouldn’t
be trusted on my own with the kids for the
weekend and therefore left alone to answer
the incessant cry of a she-devil needing a
Dora Band-Aid three separate times in 20
minutes just as I’m finally sitting down to
my first glass of wine for the evening.

So in that case, I say bring on my master.
Me, my low IQ and my bottle of cabernet
will be happily waiting downstairs — alone
— in the meantime.

More at www.meredithcarroll.com. 

W

Meredith C. Carroll Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Meredith Pro Tem

A more perfect union



More people have pets than ever before
and they consider them part of the family
rather than possessions, said Silvana Raso, a
family law attorney with the Englewood
Cliffs, N.J., law firm of Schepisi &
McLaughlin.

“People are not embarrassed to fight for
custody of a pet today. In the past they might
have shied away from it because society did-
n’t really accept a pet as anything other than
an accessory to your life,” she said.

When Pisarra and Jay Redd (who wrote
an introduction in the book) split up, they
agreed to share Dudley.

“There is no law that recognizes visitation
with an animal,” Raso said, so couples have

to work it out themselves.
Reaching a pet custody agreement with-

out a lot of help from attorneys and judges
will save money, Raso said. Divorces can cost
$1,000 and be resolved quickly or cost mil-
lions and take years.

Pet decisions are often more agonizing to
make than those about mortgages, credit
card debt or student loans, Raso said. But if
they can be resolved, the rest usually goes
smoother.

After their 2006 breakup, Pisarra and
Redd worked out shared custody, long-dis-
tance visitation and a new family (including
a beagle) in Dudley’s life, Pisarra said. Today,
they live in the same city, so visitation no
longer includes flight time.

The two have a plan for everyday, vaca-
tion and holiday schedules, travel arrange-
ments, doggie daycare, boarding, food,

treats, grooming, vet care, moving and end-
of-life decisions. They split costs and some-
times, with things like toys, leashes and dog
bowls, they buy two of each so Dudley has
one at each home.

May and his wife Nina (who also wrote
an introduction for the book) separated six
years ago after 16 years of marriage.
“Everything was fresh and raw. It was not
easy.” It’s taken time, but he and his ex live
about two miles apart in West Los Angeles
now and sharing custody of their daughter
and pets is easy, he said. To make it work,
“you learn the true meaning of concession,”
May said.

The three dogs the couple had then have
died, but Winnie, his 3-year-old Cavalier
King Charles spaniel, is very much like a
family pet, said May, a consultant to veteri-
nary and other pet-related companies.

Most of the time, custody battles grow
out of love. But there are cases rooted in
spite or retaliation.

Pisarra represented a man whose
estranged wife had the family’s two German
shepherds euthanized. “They were his run-
ning dogs. It was really cruel and he had no
recourse,” he said.

In years past, pets could not be protected
in domestic violence restraining orders in
any state. But because abusers can use pets to
threaten victims, maybe even kill the ani-
mals, the laws have changed in states like
Maine, New York, California and Illinois.
Other states are looking into changes. And
there will be changes in other laws too,
Altshuler predicted. He believes there will
one day be statutes for pets, much like there
are for children, giving judges guidelines to
rule by.
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pleased to support both residents and busi-
ness owners with this opportunity,” said
Jonathan E. Fielding, the county’s director of
public health.

The new policy went into effect Monday
everywhere except Pasadena, Long Beach and
Vernon, which all have their own health depart-
ments.

People with their dogs still do not have the
right to walk into restaurants unrestricted.

The restaurant must have an outdoor patio,
and the patio in question has to come with a sep-
arate entrance so that pets do not walk through the
restaurant or near where food is prepared. Dogs
also can’t sit on seats, benches, chairs or tables.

Restaurant workers will not be able to
prepare food near the outdoor dining area,

including dispensing or mixing of drinks
and ice, and tables cannot be set in advance
of customers coming to the restaurant to
avoid contamination.

Employees can’t touch the dogs, but must
clean up after them in case of any accidents
involving bodily fluids.

All in all, it’s actually a lot of work for
those restaurant owners who choose to take
advantage of the rule, said Angelo Bellomo,
director of environmental health for the Los
Angeles County Public Health.

“Again, this will not apply to all restau-
rants,” Bellomo said. “It’s a means by which
a restaurant operator who does cater to that
clientele can allow them to have their dogs
on the outdoor dining portion.”

Dogs are not allowed in the remainder of
the restaurant out of concerns that free-float-
ing hair will contaminate table settings,
drinks and food.

Not all canines are known for their blad-
der control, and officials felt that keeping
those accidents away from diners and car-
pets was a boon to public health.

As restaurant owners begin to take
advantage of the new rule, additional restric-
tions may come online, Bellomo said. It’s
currently unclear if waiters and waitresses
will be able to refill water glasses outside, or
if they must bring them back indoors given
the restriction on dispensing liquids near
dogs. Staff hasn’t gotten that far yet, Bellomo
said, but they’re leaning toward requiring
waitstaff to bring the glasses back indoors or
minimally use covered pitchers.

Unsurprisingly, not all restaurants felt
enthused about the possibility of inviting
man’s best friend out for dinner.

Vanessa Bui, the manager at Barney’s
Beanery on the Third Street Promenade,
wasn’t sure that her restaurant would be the

best place for a dog.
“Some dogs that people have here are a

little loud,” Bui said. “We want to make sure
that they keep on the other side of the fence.”

Even having the option available was a
boon to dog advocates, who have long
sought to soften Santa Monica’s heart and
laws on canine companions.

“That’s so awesome,” said Georja Umano,
founder of Unleash the Beach, an organiza-
tion working to create a leash-free Santa
Monica Beach. Umano would like to see
Santa Monica follow the example of Carmel,
Calif., which has a dog beach and permits
animals in outdoor dining.

“It’s great that Los Angeles is slowly wak-
ing up to some of these things that people
really want, enjoy and makes their life better,”
she said.

ashley@smdp.com

DOGGY DINING
FROM PAGE 1

PET DIVORCE
FROM PAGE 3
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Get Out of the Gym and Onto the Water
Make The Ocean Your Treadmill!

Whitehall SpiritTM

Rowing Club
of Marina del Rey No annual or monthly fees! 

– No experience neccessary. 
Our expert staff will have you up
and going with just one lesson.

– No committment. Just pay for 
your time on the boat. Packages
from $10-20 per hour.

– Burn 800 calories per hour.

– Exercise all major muscle groups.

– New state of the art equipment.

– Easy online booking.

– Your boat will be ready and 
waiting for you at the dock.

Receive incredible reduced pricing. 

Sign up online for a 1 hour Introductory

Lesson with one of our staff for just $25.

310.822.7600
Whitehalldelrey.com

$25Special!

Thank you
Santa Monica for making
SuperBowl-A-Thon XVI a success!

Proceeds benefit the
Westside Shelter & Hunger Coalition

Presenting Sponsor
Kiwanis Club of Santa Monica Strike Sponsors

Downtown Santa Monica, 
The Lobster Morley Builders,

Striker Media Group, 
Santa Monica Police Officers’

Association, Santa Monica
Convention & Visitors Bureau,

Santa Monica Firefighters
Association, Spectrum 

Athletic Club – Santa Monica

Spare Sponsors
Coalition of Santa Monica
City Employees, Harding

Larmore Kutcher & Kozal LLP,
JW Marriott Santa Monica Le
Merigot, Santa Monica Place,

NMS Properties

Full Session Food Sponsors
Loews Santa Monica Beach

Hotel, Sheraton Delfina 
Santa Monica, NMS

Properties, Rusty’s Surf Ranch
on the Santa Monica Pier

Special thanks to AMF
Bayshore

Lanes for hosting the event

Perfect Game
CapitalSource Bank

We are grateful to all of the businesses, non-profit organizations, 
media outlets, local government entities, and faith congregations for their
participation in the event, contributions of door prizes, and pledge dollars.

Also a big thanks to our volunteer committee for helping to organize 
and produce on the event, you made this year the biggest and the best –

118 teams and 590 bowlers in five sessions 
making a difference in our community!

Thank you
Santa Monica for making
SuperBowl-A-Thon XVI a success!

Proceeds benefit the
Westside Shelter & Hunger Coalition

Presenting Sponsor
Kiwanis Club of Santa Monica

Proceeds from Super-Bowl-Thon
XVI will enable the Westside

Shelter & Hunger Coalition to
strengthen services to homeless

and at risk men, women, and 
families through education, 

advocacy, and service coordination

The store is also requesting permission
for deliveries in the early hours of the morn-
ing, which would consist of one Fresh &
Easy truck between 6 a.m. and 7 a.m. and
between three and five vendor trucks during
the hours of 7 a.m. and 1 p.m.

Access for those trucks, and the noise
they’ll create in the morning, raise red flags
for neighbors.

Still, the idea of the store, which provides
relatively low-cost fresh, frozen prepared
and dried foods — many of which are
organic — appeals to the neighborhood.

Emilio Guerra lives immediately adjacent
to the proposed location.

Although he can drive to a Ralphs,
Albertsons or Whole Foods fairly close to the

location, it would be more convenient to stay
out of the car and walk to Fresh & Easy.

“I think it would be good, but I’m wor-
ried about the parking,” Guerra said. “I
would love to have the organic food, but I
feel like it would be cluttered.”

A new grocery store on Wilshire
Boulevard is only another piece of the larger
problem, Heacock said.

“What we lack, at the end of the day, is a
real plan to deal with the gridlock that’s just
enormous in this city,” Heacock said.

The community meeting will be held
Thursday, March 1 from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
at the Douglas Park Clubhouse at 2439
Wilshire Blvd.

Representatives for Fresh & Easy and staff
from the Planning Department will be on
hand to answer questions about the project.

ashley@smdp.com

MARKET
FROM PAGE 1

Kevin Herrera kevinh@smdp.com
SITE: People cross Wilshire Boulevard Tuesday in front of what could be the future home of
a Fresh & Easy market. 
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1230 Santa Monica Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90404  |  www.smford.com |  (800) 809-1283

FACT:
SYNC – an industry first – has changed the way 
people interact with their vehicles. Drivers use voice

commands to operate virtually any MP3 player and

Bluetooth-enabled device, so they can keep their

hands on the wheel and their eyes on 

the road.

FACT:
911 Assist, a new feature, uses the driver's phone to
call 9-1-1 if a crash occurs and an airbag deploys.

Unlike competitors, Ford does not charge for this 

service and the call goes directly to a 9-1-1 operator,

rather than a third party. Ford partnered with the National

Emergency Number Association (NENA) to improve the

delivery of this critically important emergency service.

FACT:
Also new, the Vehicle Health Report. Because SYNC is

voice-activated, the driver can simply ask for a report

to get diagnostics and schedule maintenance

reminders delivered online. Current owners can also

upgrade their system to add these new features.

DRIVING A FORD MEANS DRIVING SMART.
FORD VEHICLES WITH SYNC TECHNOLOGY HELP DRIVERS STAY CONNECTED.
DRIVING A FORD MEANS DRIVING SMART.
FORD VEHICLES WITH SYNC TECHNOLOGY HELP DRIVERS STAY CONNECTED.

Ron Davis
Owner

General Manager Find us on 

Facebook

San ta  Mon ica  Fo rd  L i nco l n  Me rcu r y 1230 Santa Monica Blvd. |  Santa Monica, Ca., 90404 |  (800) 809-1283



BY GOSIA WOZNIACKA
& HAVEN DALEY

Associated Press 

STOCKTON, Calif. The city of Stockton in
California’s crop-abundant Central Valley
has the second-highest foreclosure rate in
the nation and one of the highest crime and
unemployment rates. It was named
America’s most miserable city in a national
magazine — twice.

And now, officials say this river port city
of 290,000 is on the brink of insolvency and
fighting to avoid becoming the nation’s
largest city to fall into Chapter 9 bankruptcy
protection.

The city council was expected to vote
Tuesday on a proposal to continue the city’s
fiscal emergency for a third year and launch
a process designed to avert bankruptcy. At
issue is whether to use a new California law
to enter mediation with its creditors.

In recent years, thousands of new homes
mushroomed in Stockton, part of a housing
boom in suburban development that
attracted buyers from the Bay area and
beyond.

But when the economy crashed and the
construction bubble burst, Stockton was
battered by foreclosures and lost income
from property taxes and other fees. Multi-
year labor contracts with escalating costs
added to the burden, forcing officials to
make deep emergency cuts to the city pay-
roll, including its police department.

“It’s been so challenging. Since 2008, the
whole market was essentially turned upside
down,” said Randy Thomas, a Stockton real
estate broker with the Cornerstone Real
Estate Group.“A lot of folks were losing their
homes. A lot of people were getting evicted,
and it’s been tough on a lot of people.”

City leaders say Stockton could soon be
unable to pay its debts. The city has a $15

million deficit — $6.6 million from the last
fiscal year and $8.7 million expected for the
current fiscal year, according to documents.

Forecasts also show deficits ranging from
$20 million to $38 million for the fiscal year
2012-2013 and increasing in subsequent
years.

Stockton would be the first city to test the
new mediation law, Assembly Bill 506, which
is less than two months old. The law requires
local government agencies to undergo medi-
ation or hold a public hearing and declare a
fiscal emergency before filing for bankrupt-
cy.

In 2008, Vallejo became the biggest
California city to file for bankruptcy.

In addition to voting on the proposed
debt mediation, council members are
expected to weigh in on whether to shift mil-
lions of dollars away from special programs,
suspend vacation and sick-leave employee
cash-outs and suspend payments on out-
standing debts through the rest of the year.

The alternative to mediation and the
other measures, city officials say, is either tax
increases or drastic service reductions in the
public safety sector, neither of which was
recommended by its staff.

Council members will also vote on
whether to conduct an investigation into
what contributed to Stockton’s dire financial
situation. According to the council report,
past financial practices of former city staff
and contractors may have been a factor.

For some residents, it may be too late.
Marty Carlson, a waitress at Bradley’s

American Bistro in downtown Stockton,
said business, along with her tips, has been
on the decline for years. She’s had enough,
she said, and plans on leaving Stockton
soon.

“They’re (the city) not the only one going
bankrupt,” Carlson said. “It’s time to move
on. I’m ready.”

State
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• Low Prices
• Reliable Service
• Experienced Drivers
• On-Time

Call
Now!

310.444.7777
www.MetroCabCo.com

27.90*

from SM to LAX

BOB GABRIEL CO. INSURANCE

Mercury Insurance has cut rates on auto, 
homeowners, and renters insurance. 
Please call for new discounted rates.

Phone Quotes Available

Personalized Insurance
Auto Experts Life, Disability & Pension

Homeowners Commercial & Business

Workers Compensation Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies including
MERCURY INSURANCE

310.829.0305
2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

www.bobgabrielinsurance.com

Family Owned 
Business

Stockton working to avoid
being biggest bankrupt city



the economy picks up. That is a boon for
President Obama as he seeks re-election.
Polls, including a recent Associated Press-
GfK survey, show the Democratic incum-
bent is beginning to benefit politically from
improved views of the economy.

“The economy is getting momentum.
Clearly, shoppers are more optimistic about
their job prospects,” said Amna Asaf, econo-
mist at Capital Economics.

But confidence is still below the level of a
healthy economy, and trouble could lie
ahead. Rising gas prices could sully shop-
pers’ mood and derail the economic recov-
ery. There are also fears about a nuclear
showdown with Iran and the festering
European debt crisis. Those worries could
hurt demand for U.S. imports and make
American companies pull back in hiring.

The confidence index is closely watched
because consumer spending constitutes 70
percent of U.S. economic activity.

The big question mark is the price of
gasoline, which Asaf said has climbed 20
cents per gallon since the confidence survey
concluded two weeks ago.

The price of gas is a big issue because it
has an immediate effect on shoppers’ pock-
etbooks, particularly low- to middle-income
households that are already squeezed by
higher costs for basics such as food.

The average U.S. price of a gallon of gaso-
line was $3.69, according to the Lundberg
Survey of fuel prices released Sunday.

The Conference Board’s Consumer
Confidence Index now stands at 70.8, signifi-
cantly higher than the expected 63. A reading
of 90 or above indicates a healthy economy.
But the index has not reached that level since
December 2007, when the recession began.

Still, Tuesday’s numbers were closer to
levels that indicate a stable economy than to
the danger zone that would suggest trouble.

A year ago, the index rose to 72 as the
economic outlook was improving. The
February 2011 reading was the highest since
before the financial crisis in the fall of 2008.
After that, the outlook soured again over the

spring and summer.
Lynn Franco, director of the Conference

Board Consumer Research, hopes the upward
trend will have staying power this time.

“Consumers are really feeling like the
worst is behind them,” she said. “We are
finally seeing some traction, and hopefully
over the next few months that will prove sus-
tainable.”

The index dropped to an all-time low of
25.3 in February 2009. Over the past 12
months, it has been going back and forth
from the high 60s to the low 40s on contin-
ued worries about the economy.

In fact, confidence fell last October to
40.9, the lowest since March 2009, during
the thick of the recession.

The Conference Board survey of con-
sumers, conducted from Feb. 1 through Feb.
15, showed shoppers are feeling better about
the job market.

Those anticipating more jobs in the
months ahead increased to 18.7 percent
from 16.4 percent, while those anticipating
fewer jobs declined to 16.9 percent from 19.1
percent.

Shoppers have good reason to feel a little
better. The government reported that
243,000 jobs were added in January, pushing
down the unemployment rate to 8.3 percent,
the lowest in three years. Unemployment has
fallen five months in a row for the first time
since 1994.

Meanwhile, the four-week average of
people seeking unemployment aid fell to the
lowest point in four years.

In fact, in response to improving econom-
ic data, the Dow Jones industrial average
closed above 13,000 on Tuesday for the first
time since May 19, 2008, four months before
the fall of Lehman Brothers investment bank
and the worst of the financial crisis.

Even the housing market, though still
weak, is showing signs of recovery. Home
values remain depressed, according to the
latest snapshot from a widely followed
Standard & Poor’s/Case-Shiller home price
index. But more people signed contracts to
buy homes in January than in nearly two
years, according to seasonally adjusted fig-
ures from the National Association of
Realtors.
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GERMANN CARR SERVICE
� Best alternative to high dealer prices
� Complete service and repair
� All work guaranteed
� Locally owned and operated since 1965

Specialist in Repair of Porsche VW Audi BMW
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BY BEN WALKER
AP Baseball Writer 

NEW YORK The person who collected Ryan
Braun’s urine sample that tested positive for
elevated levels of testosterone said he fol-
lowed the collection program’s protocol.

Dino Laurenzi Jr. issued a statement
Tuesday confirming he handled the sample
submitted following a playoff game on Oct.
1. He says he has been a collector for
Comprehensive Drug Testing since 2005 and
has taken more than 600 samples for Major
League Baseball’s drug-testing program.

“At no point did I tamper in any way with
the samples,” Laurenzi said.

Laurenzi’s name emerged last week after
the NL MVP’s 50-game suspension was
overturned, making Braun the first big lea-
guer to successfully challenge a drug-related
penalty in a grievance.

Laurenzi said he stored Braun’s sample in
his basement in accordance with CDT’s pro-
tocol because there was “no FedEx office
located within 50 miles of Miller Park that
would ship packages that day or Sunday.”

Braun, however, has said at least five
FedEx locations within 5 miles were open
until 9 p.m. and there also was a 24-hour
location.

Laurenzi said the operating procedure is
to “safeguard” the samples at home until
FedEx can ship the sample to the lab.

“There have been other occasions when I
have had to store samples in my home for at
least one day, all without incident,” he said.

Laurenzi added that he had “performed
my job duties with integrity and profession-
alism, and have done so with respect to this
matter and all other collections in which I
have participated.”

He said he issued the statement “to set the
record straight.”

Braun was not available for comment
Tuesday at the Brewers’ spring training camp
in Phoenix. Asked for reaction to Laurenzi’s
statement, Milwaukee outfielder Corey Hart
declined comment.

Last week, Braun said he was the “victim”
of a “fatally flawed” system.

“There are a lot of things that we heard
about the collection process, the collector
and some other people involved in the
process that have been concerning to us,” he
said. “But as I’ve dealt with the situation, I
know what it’s like to be wrongly accused of
something, so for me to wrongly accuse
somebody wouldn’t help.”

MLB had no comment, and referred
instead to its statement from last week:

“The extremely experienced collector in
Mr. Braun’s case acted in a professional and
appropriate manner. He handled Mr.
Braun’s sample consistent with instructions
issued by our jointly retained collection
agency,” it said.

Sports
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SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 57°
SWELL FORECAST
Looks smaller, about chest high at west facing breaks with pluses at standouts. 

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
NEXT NW SWELL IS DUE WITH CHEST HIGH SURF AT MOST WEST FACING BREAKS IN THE EARLY AM, BUILDING LATER IN THE DAY TO AT LEAST HEAD
HIGH BY SUNSET. CONDITIONS ARE QUESTIONABLE AS SWELL BUILDS.   

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA
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Braun sample collector
says he followed protocol
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The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

Strange Brew

Dogs of C-Kennel By Mick and Mason Mastroianni

Time to get away, Libra
ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★ Confusion surrounds an issue. Give your-
self time. Unexpected insights will head your
way. Tension remains high and causes you to
pull back frequently to see what is going on.
Tonight: Chatting with a friend.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★ You know what is happening. A friend
has the ability to mire up the works, which could
cause you to shake your head. Use caution,
should this person approach you about a finan-
cial deal. You know how to say "no" without hurt-
ing anyone's feelings. Tonight: Treat a friend.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★ Getting grounded could take some
work this morning, but you will do it. Surprising
news will energize you, and before you know it,
you are in your element. You display a certain
skill when dealing with the unpredictable.
Tonight: All smiles. Why not?

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★ Know when to back off and get started on a
personal project. Sometimes, interactions with
others might give you a jolt. Of all the signs, you
display a fine-tuned sensitivity. You also occa-
sionally need to pull away from others. Tonight:
Distance yourself from others, just for now. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★★ You know when you are in good
standing with the universe. Seize the moment
to further a long-term desire. Be aware that
some people could be shocked, as you seem
absorbed in a project they might have known
very little about. Tonight: Loving the moment.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★ You assume the role of leader. Others
might be too confused to know what to do. An
associate surprises you with his or her brevity
and insight, which leaves you deep in thought.
Tension could build if you lose your focus.
Tonight: A force to be dealt with.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★ Keep reaching out for someone at a dis-
tance who means a lot to you. What you hear
demonstrates what your imagination can create.
A close associate or loved one intrigues you with
his or her unpredictability. You wonder: What
gives? Tonight: Think "vacation" or "mini-trip."

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★ You might want to move in another
direction or try something totally different. You
could be closer to a child or loved one than you
realize. Events in the near future will point to
the depth of this person's attachment. Tonight:
Just you and another person.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ Forget about having any say. Someone
interjects his or her opinions and kisses up to the
boss. You know better, but you have little choice.
Let go and play. Make the most of the moment,
and take part of the day off. Hook up with a loved
one. Tonight: The only answer is "yes."

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★ Focus on your goals, and get as much
done as possible, despite the fact that there is
uproar on the home front. By now, you might be
getting used to this electrifying energy.  Tonight:
Squeeze in a stress-buster.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★★ You like excitement, and you have it.
This energy could surround a loved one or
child. On the other hand, it could surround jolt-
ing news. Regardless, be sure that this wave of
excitement will take you in a new direction.
Tonight: Come on, be spontaneous.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★ You could see some wild swings take
place financially. Your bank could make a mis-
take, or you might buy a lottery ticket. Before
you decide whether you are lucky, make sure
the bank clears the check or the events are
real. Tonight: Order in.

Often, you will say one thing but do another. Others scratch

their heads and wonder what might be going on, as you are

sending out mixed messages. This tendency could be unique to

this year. If you are single, your interactions could reflect this tendency and cause a problem in your dating

life. Be more aware of your behavior. If you are attached, the two of you will emphasize your domestic life.

Tame the free spirit within! GEMINI can be charming. 

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:HHaappppyy  bbiirrtthhddaayy

By John DeeringSpeed Bump By Dave Coverly

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(310) 260-1528

The Trouble With The Truth (R) 1hr 36min
7:30pm
Discussion following with director Jim Hemphill and
actress Lea Thompson.

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street Promenade
(888) 262-4386

Ghost Rider: Spirit of Vengeance (PG-13) 1hr
35min
1:20pm

Safe House (R) 1hr 57min
1:15pm, 4:05pm, 7:00pm, 9:55pm

Star Wars: Episode I - The Phantom Menace
3D (PG) 2hrs 11min
1:30pm, 5:00pm, 8:30pm

Rampart (R) 1hr 45min
1:45pm, 7:15pm

Ghost Rider 3D: Spirit of Vengeance (PG-13)
1hr 35min
3:55pm, 6:45pm, 9:30pm

AMC 7 Santa Monica 
1310 Third St.
(310) 451-9440

Safe House (R) 1hr 57min
11:20am, 2:00pm, 4:40pm, 7:40pm, 10:30pm

Journey 2: The Mysterious Island (PG) 1hr
34min
11:45am, 5:15pm, 10:30pm

Secret World of Arrietty (Kari-gurashi no
Arietti) (G) 1hr 34min
11:25am, 2:05pm, 4:45pm, 7:20pm, 10:00pm

Act of Valor (R) 1hr 51min
11:30am, 1:30pm, 2:10pm, 4:15pm, 5:00pm,
7:00pm, 8:00pm, 10:00pm

Ghost Rider 3D: Spirit of Vengeance (PG-13)
1hr 35min
11:30am, 2:10pm, 4:50pm, 7:30pm, 10:15pm

Chronicle (2012/ I) (PG-13) 1hr 23min
11:55am, 2:25pm, 5:00pm, 7:25pm, 9:50pm

Journey 2: The Mysterious Island 3D (PG) 1hr
34min
2:30pm, 8:00pm

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex
1332 Second St.
(310) 478-3836 

On the Ice (R) 1hr 36min
1:50pm, 4:40pm, 7:30pm, 10:00pm

Love at First Sight (Liebe auf den ersten
Blick) (NR) 1hr 45min
1:00pm, 1:20pm

2012 Oscar Shorts: Documentary
4:20pm

Descendants (R) 1hr 55min
1:20pm, 4:10pm, 7:00pm, 9:45pm

Artist (PG-13) 1hr 40min
1:55pm, 4:30pm, 7:20pm, 9:55pm

Bullhead (R) 2hrs 04min
1:30pm, 7:10pm, 10:10pm

AMC Criterion 6 
1313 Third St.
(310) 395-1599

Hugo 3D (PG) 2hrs 07min

12:30pm, 3:40pm, 6:45pm, 9:40pm

Wanderlust (R) 1hr 38min

11:45am, 2:30pm, 5:15pm, 8:00pm, 10:30pm

Vow (PG-13) 1hr 44min

11:30am, 2:15pm, 5:00pm, 7:45pm, 10:20pm

This Means War (PG-13) 2hrs 00min

11:15am, 1:45pm, 4:20pm, 7:00pm, 9:50pm

Tyler Perry’s Good Deeds (PG-13) 2hrs 09min

11:15am, 1:50pm, 4:40pm, 7:30pm, 10:25pm

Gone (PG-13) 1hr 25min

11:55am, 2:40pm, 5:20pm, 8:10pm, 10:30pm

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES

MYSTERY PHOTO Daniel Archuleta  daniela@smdp.com
The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the
Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com. Send your mystery photos to 
editor@smdp.com to be used in future issues. Hint: It’s on Second Street! 
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■ In February, Kenneth Gunn, of
the U.K.'s Scottish Borders
Council, decried the budget cut-
backs that closed down local
offices that had previously posted
marriage notices. By making it
more difficult for the public to be
aware of specific marriages, Gunn
feared an inevitable increase in
incest. "I am aware in my own
ward of brothers sitting beside
sisters they do not know in pri-
mary school." (The problem is
more serious in Iceland, whose
300,000 people are far more self-
contained. However, a new web-
site containing genealogical data
back 1,200 years is expected to
help reduce the risk of incest.) 
■ But, Why? (1) Two British
designers (who claim they had the
idea independently and learned of
the other only after they finished)
recently produced elegant pieces
using parts from a 2012 Ford
Focus. Judy Clark made a dress
and a biker jacket adorned with
car keys, radio and dashboard
components, seat covers, a
speedometer and red taillights.
Katherine Hawkins created a
necklace using dials, springs, but-
tons, seat materials and instru-
ment panel switches. (2) Swiss
artist Christoph Buchel has now
secured local permits to bury a
Boeing 727 38 feet under a patch
of California's Mojave Desert,
near Bakersfield. Visitors will take
a tunnel down in order to tour the
153-foot-long plane. 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

ppeettttiiffoogg  \\  PPEETT--eeee--ffoogg  \\    ,,  vveerrbb;;
1. To bicker or quibble over trifles
or unimportant matters.
2. To carry on a petty, shifty, or
unethical law business.

WORD UP!

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

King Features Syndicate

– Arithmo Crossmath – 
Reclaim Your Brain

• Insert the given numbers in
the empty squares so when
they are calculated in threes
from left to right and top to 
bottom they satisfy the
demands in the shaded boxes
both horizontally and vertically.

• Each empty square dictates the
math operation that must be 
performed to meet the demands.

• Remember to multiply or divide
before you add or subtract.

Go to www.zokigames.net for
more fun and challenging
games and links to our 

mobile phone apps.

TM

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving
Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure
out which numbers are missing.
Then, based on the other numbers in
the row and column of each blank
cell, find which of the missing num-
bers will work. Eliminating numbers
will eventually lead you to the
answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

1864– American Civil War:
Kilpatrick-Dahlgren

Raid fails – plans to free 15,000
Union soldiers being held near
Richmond, Virginia are thwarted.

1892– St. Petersburg,
Florida is incorporated.

1916– Child labor: In South
Carolina, the minimum

working age for factory, mill, and
mine workers is raised from twelve
to fourteen years old.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Draw Date: 2/24

1  16  18  25  27
Meganumber: 3
Jackpot: $94M

Draw Date: 2/25

2  8  12  15  22
Meganumber: 12
Jackpot: $7M

Draw Date: 2/28

4  5  11  26  36

Draw Date: 2/28

MIDDAY: 4 2 1
EVENING: 4 8 2

Draw Date: 2/28

1st: 10 Solid Gold
2nd: 02 Lucky Star
3rd: 05 California Classic
RACE TIME: 1:48.72

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy
of the winning number information, mistakes can
occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will
prevail. Complete game information and prize
claiming instructions are available at California
Lottery retailers. Visit the California State Lottery
web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display
ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Miscellaneous
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from Home. 
*Medical, *Business, *Criminal Justice. 
Job placement assistance. Computer 
available. Financial Aid if qualified. Call 
800-494-3586 www.CenturaOnline.com

CASH FOR CARS, Any Make or Model! 
Free Towing. Sell it TODAY. Instant offer: 
1-800-864-5784 

FREE Groceries! Receive $1000 in Gro-
cery Savings! Grocery Stimulus Program 
provides $1000 savings to participants 
of shopping survey. ALL MAJOR AND LO-
CAL supermarkets! Call 877-301-1682 

New phone number
Dish Network lowest nationwide price 
$19.99 a month. FREE 
HBO/Cinemax/Starz FREE Blockbuster 
FREE HD-DVR and install. Next day in-
stall 1-800-413-3897 

WORK ON JET ENGINES - Train for hands 
on Aviation Career. FAA approved pro-
gram. Financial aid if qualified - Job 
placement assistance. Call AIM 
(866)453-6204 

Employment
MOVIE EXTRAS. Earn up to $300 daily. 
No experience required. All looks and 
ages. 1-800-981-4925

CASHIER/SALES F/T for a Building Mate-
rials retailer, including Sat. Will train. 
Retail and computer exp favored. Apply 
in person: Bourget Bros. 1636 11th St. 
Santa Monica, Ca 90404

COMMISSION SALES rep needed part 
time with internet marketing experi-
ence. Submit resume to 
bsberkowitz@aol.com

Excellent weekly income processing our 
mail! Free supplies! Helping homework-
ers since 1992. Genuine! 888-302-1522 
www.howtowork-fromhome.com 

LUMBER SALES F/T, including Sat. For a 
Building Materials retailer. Will train. 
Lumber/Door/Window exp favored. Apply 
in person: Bourget Bros. 1636 11th St. 
Santa Monica, Ca 90404.

MYSTERY SHOPPERS! Earn up to $150 
daily. Get paid to shop pt/ft. Call now 
1-888-750-0193.

Help Wanted
HOUSEKEEPERS, NANNIES and Sitters 
Needed! View jobs at 
www.GoNannies.com. Senior Caregivers 
also needed

Adoption
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION? 
You choose from families nationwide. 
LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Abby's One True 
Gift Adoptions. 866-413-6292, 24/7

Education
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA FROM HOME. 
6-8 weeks ACCREDITED. Free brochure. 
1-800-264-8330 www.diplomafrom-
home.com

Wanted
CA$H PAID- up to $25/Box for unex-
pired, sealed DIABETIC TEST STRIPS. 
Hablamos Espanol. 1-800-371-1136

WANTED DIABETES TEST STRIPS Any 
kind/brand. Unexpired up to $24.00. 
Shipping Paid. Hablamos espanol 
1-800-267-9895 www.selldiabet-
icstrips.com

Wants to purchase minerals and other 
oil and gas interests. Send details to 
P.O. Box 13557 Denver, Co. 80201

YEARBOOKS "Up to $15 paid for high 
school yearbooks1900-1988. year-
bookusa@yahoo.com or 
972-768-1338."

For Rent
2 Story Townhome. 3bdrm 2bath, pri-
vate patio, new carpets, pking & laun-
dry. Near SM/Bundy. $2200 
(310)828-4481, (310)993-0414 after 
6pm.

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310)869-7901

10552 (Little) Santa Monica Blvd. 
2Bd + 1Bth upper rear unit in triplex. 

No walls shared $2395

1011 Pico #18. 2Bd+1Bth+Loft. Mod-
ern building. 2 sxs parking spaces. 

$2375

1623 Bundy Drive, 2Bd + 1Bth. Hdwd 
floors, pets ok, laundry, parking. 

$1695.

10703 Holman Ave. 2Bd + 1Bth. One 
level unit w/ hdwd floors and garage. 

$1725

WE HAVE MORE VACANCIES ON THE 
WESTSIDE. PETS WELCOME

www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

QUIET UPPER 2bdrm 1bth. Use of laun-
dry room. Pr street pking. $1500. 
(310)452-0171.

WEST LA
Ask about move in specials

1br $1495 and up
gated entry, tile floors 

refrigerators.some have gated sub-ter-
ranian parking granite,diswashers. air-

conditioning elevator, balcony,  AC, 
1755 Purdue

310-479-1079

Real Estate
***FREE Foreclosure Listings*** OVER 
400,000 properties nationwide. Low 
down payment. Call now 800-250-2043.

Real Estate
Available Now!!! 2-4 Bedroom homes 
Take Over Payments No Money Down/No 
Credit Check Call 1-888-269-9192 

Office for Psychologist, Therapist or 
Coach
Beautiful office with great views on San 
Vicente in
Brentwood. Class A Bldg with security, 
good parking,
Individual thermostat, call buttons and 
separate exit in
Professional Suite. Call 310-472-2329

Office Space for Attorney, CPA or Quiet 
Professional
Office available in Brentwood Class A 
Bldg.
200 sq ft in Professional quiet Suite, 
with large
windows, great views, individual ther-
mostat &
excellent parking. West end of San 
Vicente Blvd.
Call Elizabeth @310-472-2329

Stop Renting. Lease option buy. Rent to 
own. No money down. No credit check. 
1-877-395-0321

Storage Space
Private Garage for car or storage
24th Street & Oak off alley
$175.00 - (310) 395-5212

Autos Wanted
TOP CASH FOR CARS, Any Car/Truck, 
Running or Not. Call for INSTANT offer: 
1-800-454-6951 

Bookkeeping Services
Accounting & Bookkeeping Service
Call 310.828.5494

Services
GOOD CREDIT? Bad Credit? No Credit? 

No Problem! 
Are you currently employed? Are you 
living paycheck to paycheck? Need 

cash?
We can help! Apply for a loan today! 

Call 1-888-823-8766.

Handyman

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

SPECIALISTS IN ALL 
DAMAGE REPAIR

“EXPERT IN GREEN CONCEPTS”

Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

L
IC

#
 8

8
8
7
3
6

ELECTRICAL & Kitchen/Bath Remodel-
ing, Additions, Carpentry, Tiles, Decks, 
Plumbing.,Stairs,Plans.Lic#612380. 

Services
310-770-3022

Financial
Unemployed Parents receive Income Tax 
Return, $1500 for one child, $3000 for 
two, and $4000 for three. Call Now 
1-800-583-8840 www.x-presstaxes.com

Massage

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Experience 
Tranquility & Freedom from Stress 
through Nurturing & Caring touch in 
a total healing environment. Lynda, 
LMT: 310-749-0621

$7.50 A DAY LINER ADS! 
F o r  t h e  f i r s t  1 5  w o rd s .
CALL TODAY (310) 458-7737
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