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Bond financing for the Santa
Monica Malibu Unified District
remains strong but the district
actually has to spend more money
to avoid a potential conflict with
the Internal Revenue Service.

At the February 15 SMMUSD
Board meeting, The Citizens Bond
Oversight Committee presented an
annual report on Measure BB and
ES expenditures.

Measure BB and ES are
SMMUSD’s facility improvement
bond measures that were passed in

2006 and 2012. The bonds have
helped SMMUSD with infrastruc-
ture problems, constructing new
facilities, and updating the district’s
technology. Measure BB, asking
voters to approve a $268 million
bond, received over 67% approval
from voters and Measure ES, asking

voters to approve a $385 million
bond, received over 68% approval.

The report provided to the
Board was for July 1, 2015 to June
30, 2016.

Charlie Yen, chair of the
Citizens Bond Oversight commit-
tee, apologized for the report being
late due to “unforeseen condi-
tions,” and praised the district in
their work thus far.

“The district, under direction of
CBO and Carey Upton, did a good
job getting projects going,”

Yen said. “It’s a difficult thing to
do. I think you have an outstand-
ing team to complete the bond
programs, to make sure all projects
are benefitting our school’s kids.”

Yen addressed expenditures
and balance sheets within the
report, noting that for Measure
BB in the 14/15 year, the district

Bond oversight committee 
advises SMMUSD to spend

BY JOHN ANTCZAK
Associated Press

An Earth-observation satellite
built for Spain and two experimen-
tal satellites for internet service
were successfully launched into
orbit from California at dawn
Thursday, creating a brief light
show as it arced over the Pacific
Ocean west of Los Angeles.

A SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket, reusing
a first stage that had flown on a pre-
vious launch, lifted off at 6:17 a.m.
from Vandenberg Air Force Base.

Californians were hoping for a
repeat of the spectacle that
occurred during a Dec. 22 Falcon 9
launch during exceptionally clear
twilight conditions, but this time
the sky was much brighter, making
the plume less brilliant.

The Falcon’s first stage was used
to launch a satellite for Taiwan last

August and was recovered by landing
it on a drone ship in the Pacific. This
time there was no effort to recover
the first stage and it fell into the sea.

The first stage was an early ver-
sion of the Falcon 9 and SpaceX is
“making room” for a new version
that will be qualified for rapid reuse
many times, said Tom Praderio, an
avionics firmware engineer serving
as launch spokesman.

SpaceX, however, was attempt-
ing to recover the fairing — the
aerodynamic covering that protects
the satellite during the early phase
of launch and is usually discarded
after reaching altitudes where the
atmosphere’s density is low.

SpaceX founder Elon Musk
tweeted that the fairing system
deployed a parafoil and there was
an attempt to catch it during

SpaceX launches Spanish satellite,
two others from California
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Hundreds of new apartments have been
approved for Lincoln Blvd. between Olympic
and Colorado and work is now underway on
two new buildings.

The Arroyo, a 64 unit affordable housing proj-
ect by Community Corp of Santa Monica broke
ground last year and is now taking shape on the
block. Across the street, officials have broken

ground on The Lincoln Collection, a pair of apart-
ment buildings that will total about 280 units.

The groundbreaking for the Lincoln
Collection mixed-use project took place on
February 22, with the heads of Fifield construc-
tion company thanking workers and looking
forward to the project’s eventual completed
unveiling to the Santa Monica public.

The first building is five-story, 89 unit,
building that will feature studio, one and two-
bedroom floorplans and 25,000 square feet of
street level retail amenities.

Kevin Farrell, President and Chief
Operating Officer of Fifield, started the
groundbreaking proceedings and said the $150
million project would make a statement lead-
ing into downtown Santa Monica.

“This complex will be the new front door of
Santa Monica,” Farrell said.

Randy Fifield, Chairwoman of Fifield, echoed
Farrell’s statements of the importance of the
space to the community, highlighting Fifield’s

SEE ROCKET PAGE 6

SEE SMMUSD PAGE 3

SEE LINCOLN PAGE 7

Photo courtesy of Century West Partners
CONSTRUCTION: A ground breaking for The Lincoln Collection, a luxury 282-unit apartment commu-
nity was held this week. The project is one of several approved for the area. 

Construction begins on new
apartments on Lincoln Blvd.
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What’s Up

Westside
OUT AND ABOUT IN SANTA MONICA

For help submitting an event, contact us at
310-458-7737 or submit to events@smdp.com

Friday, February 23
8-Day-Old Moon: Lunar
Apennines, Alps, and the
Straight Wall!
The feature show is an opportunity to
look at an 8-day-old waxing gibbous
Moon and its Apennines and Alps and
“Straight Wall” – along with the beau-
tiful Pleiades star cluster – through a
variety of telescopes, with guidance
from the planetarium’s director. The
evening events are at 8 p.m. and are
preceded by “The Night Sky Show” at
7 p.m., offering the latest news in
astronomy and space exploration, a
family-friendly “tour” of the constel-
lations, and the chance to ask astron-
omy-related questions. Second floor
of Drescher Hall (1900 Pico Blvd.).
Tickets are available at the door and
cost $11 ($9 seniors and children) for
the evening’s scheduled “double bill,”
or $6 ($5 seniors age 60+ and chil-
dren age 12 and under) for a single
Night Sky or feature show or tele-
scope-viewing session. For informa-
tion, please call (310) 434-3005 or
see www.smc.edu/eventsinfo or
www.smc.edu/planetarium. All shows
subject to change or cancellation
without notice.

Mat Pilates
Learn the techniques of Pilates, a sys-
tem of controlled exercises that
engage the mind and condition the
total body. Please bring a yoga or
Pilates mat. Montana Avenue Branch
Library, 1704 Montana Ave, 4 – 5 p.m.

Saturday, February 24
Mural Painting on the Big
Beach Book 
Free. Debra is creating a gigantic
group-created book - the Big Beach
Book - during her residency, and you
are invited to learn bookmaking skills
while taking part. Explore mural and
decorative painting techniques on Big
Beach Book pages using paint pens -
with the view out the Art Lab window
and the surrounding environment for

inspiration. Use your newly acquired
techniques on a takeaway card. 1450
Ocean, 3 – 4:30 p.m. Register at (310)
458-2239 Or https://apm.activecom-
munities.com/santamonicarecre-
ation/Activity_Search/62866

Spring and Summer
Gardening in Southern
California at Fairview
Master Gardener Yvonne Savio
Yvonne teaches what to plant now for
delicious vegetables and beautiful
flowers lasting through Southern
California’s warm and hot seasons.
Fairview Branch Library, 2101 Ocean
Park Blvd, 2 p.m.

“Babywearing” Dance
Party
Learn early literacy tips while dancing
with your little one! Young children
are also invited to dance with their
favorite toy. For Families. Main
Library, 601 Santa Monica Blvd., 11 –
11:45 a.m.

Downtown Walking Tour
Discover downtown Santa Monica’s
architectural gems, history and cul-
ture with our team of highly-rated
docents. From Art Deco to Victorian
and Romanesque Revival, you’ll
explore the various styles that fill the
streets of our city. See where Jim
Morrison played his first show and
where the once-secret special com-
mandos trained on the Santa Monica
Beach, and hear about the start of the
modern movie industry. The walking
tour covers about 6 blocks in 2 hours
and is open to all ages. 1436 Second
Street, every Saturday at 10 a.m. $5
members / $10 general public.
www.smconservancy.org/events-pro-
grams/downtown-walking-tours/

Sunday, February 25
Guest House Tours
Free tours begin at 11 a.m., 12 p.m. and
1 p.m. No reservations needed.
Annenberg Community Beach House,
415 PCH.

NEW CLASSES,
PERSONAL TRAINING,
NUTRITION, AND MORE!
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Theatre in the
Merry Go-Round

Paul Sand's Santa Monica Public Theatre and the 
Santa Monica Pier Corporation present the world 

premiere of the James Harris play

weekends feb & mar 8pm

An
Illegal
Start

SANTA MONICA PIER

Tickets @ Eventbrite OR PaulSandProjects.com
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Citywide
Resource Parents Needed to Foster or Foster-Adopt a Child!

Adoption is a meaningful way for individuals and couples to fulfill their dream of par-
enting.  There are approximately 64,000 children in foster care in California.  Los
Angeles County’s foster care population exceeds 21,000 children with 500 foster chil-
dren waiting to be connected to a family who will adopt.  Children’s Bureau offers a com-
prehensive foster care and adoption program that brings families together for a lifetime.
The agency is in need of resource families for children in foster care while reunifying with
birth families or to provide legal permanency by adoption.  

Children’s Bureau Resource Parents protect and nurture children, meet children’s
developmental needs, support children’s relationships with their birth families and do all
of this as a member of a professional team.   Children’s Bureau welcomes every resource
parent regardless of, race, age, religion, disability, marital status, ethnic background, sex-
ual orientation, gender identity or expression.  Qualifying families receive training, fami-
ly assessment, approval and support. 

Discover if you have the willingness, ability and resources to take on the challenge of
helping a child in need.  A monthly information meeting is being held Saturday, February
24, from 10 a.m. to Noon at Children’s Bureau’s Magnolia Place, 1910 Magnolia Avenue,
Los Angeles, 90007.  To R.S.V.P. or for more information, please call (213) 342-0162 or
Toll Free (800) 730-3933 or email us at RFrecruitment@all4kids.org.  An information
packet or application may also be obtained by filling out a request form on the website
at www.all4kids.org/program/foster-care/. 

Another monthly information meeting is being held Saturday, March 3, at the same
time and location.  

Since 1904, Children’s Bureau has been a nonprofit leader in the prevention and treat-
ment of child abuse and neglect. More than 30,000 children and families are helped each
year throughout Southern California with services that include school readiness, parent-
ing classes, family resource centers, support groups, mental health counseling, foster
care and adoption.  Children’s Bureau is one of the largest investors in child abuse pre-
vention in the country and is developing a national model to transform an entire at-risk
community through its Magnolia Community Initiative. 

SUBMITTED BY MARCIA MORRIS

Downtown
Author Charles Phoenix on Addicted to Americana

Santa Monica Public Library presents author Charles Phoenix, discussing his new
book, Addicted to Americana, on Sunday, March 4, at 2 p.m. in the Main Library’s Martin
Luther King, Jr. Auditorium, 601 Santa Monica Blvd. 

Charles Phoenix, the showman, tour guide and author known for his live retro come-
dy slideshows, discusses classic and kitschy American life and style as celebrated in his
latest title, Addicted to Americana. In his book, Charles launches us into the stratosphere
of space-age style, amazing attractions, roadside wonders, festive foods, crazy car cul-
ture, and futuristic transportation via his road-trip discoveries and found vintage
Kodachrome slides. Charles has appeared on television with Jay Leno, Martha Stewart
and Conan O’Brien, as a judge on Cake Wars, and is often heard on NPR. A book sale and
signing follows.

This program is free and open to all ages. Seating is limited and on a first-arrival basis.
The Santa Monica Public Library is wheelchair accessible. For disability-related accom-
modations, call Library Administration at (310) 458-8606 at least one week prior to the
event. The Main Library is directly served by Big Blue Bus lines 1, R10 and 18. The Expo
Line and Big Blue Bus lines 2, 3, R3 and 9 stop nearby. Ride your bike. Bicycle parking
racks are available at the library.

SUBMITTED BY BARBARA FLEEMAN
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had $42 million for their fund balance,
finishing off with $27 million remaining
for the 15/16 year. The district spent $14
million on projects that year for Measure
BB.

For Measure ES, Yen said in the 14/15
year, the fund balance was $19 million
while the following year, 15/16, the bal-
ance increased to $64 million due to a dis-
trict-issued $60 million bon on July 7.
2015. “That gives the district more money to
spend on projects,” Yen added. Expenditure
for Measure ES in 14/15 was $15 million.

“Again, the district did a lot of programs
and projects that are really benefiting our
kids,” said Yen.

Yen focused on a potential issue related to
the lack of spending attached to the $60 mil-
lion bond.

“When you issue a bond, the district
should spend that money within three
years to avoid trouble with the IRS,” Yen
said. “I understand in three years there’ll

be a lot more projects that’ll be spending
money. I want the board to pay attention
to this.”

Yen went on to praise the district and
staff, acknowledging the difficulties in com-
pleting these projects. Yen says the “next big
project” is Malibu.

“Great campus, beautiful place,” Yen said.
“Not an easy place to build but we have a good
team to accomplish what the taxpayer wants.”

The Board unanimously accepted the
annual report, with Boardmember Laurie
Lieberman praising Yen’s “amazing work”,
“diligence”, and “effort.”

“I know they (the Board) feel the
same, and we all want you to stay on this
committee as long as its allowed,”
Lieberman said.

Boardmember Maria Leon-Vazquez
asked for a more expedited process for
newer reports, noting that this report
was a year behind. Melody Canady ,
assistant superintendent of business and
fiscal services, added that the district is
working on newer software to help fas-
track the process.
angel@smdp.com

SMMUSD
FROM PAGE 1

CALL US TODAY (310) 458-7737

SEE NEWS HAPPENING OR HAVE SOMETHING TO REPORT?
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BY ELLIOT SPAGAT & 
KEN THOMAS
Associated Press

President Donald Trump said Thursday
that he may pull the U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement agency out of
California, an idea so unlikely that some of
his staunchest critics dismissed it as an
empty taunt against the state over immigra-
tion policies.

Withdrawing ICE, partially or complete-
ly, runs counter to Trump’s record of dra-
matically increasing deportation arrests and
pledging to beef up the agency with an addi-
tional 10,000 employees. The administration
has been threatening more — not less —
immigration enforcement in California in
response to a new state law that sharply lim-
its cooperation with federal authorities.

The president’s suggestion, however
impractical, was his latest attention-grab-
bing statement to pressure so-called “sanc-
tuary” jurisdictions, which the administra-
tion claims are a magnet for immigrants
who commit crimes.

“Frankly, if I wanted to pull our people
from California you would have a crime nest
like you’ve never seen in California,” he said at
the White House during a meeting with state
and local officials on school safety and gun
violence. “All I’d have to do is say is, ‘ICE and
Border Patrol, let California alone,’ you’d be
inundated. You would see crime like nobody
has ever seen crime in this country.”

“If we ever pulled our ICE out, and we
ever said, ‘Hey, let California alone, let them
figure it out for themselves,’ in two months
they’d be begging for us to come back. They
would be begging. And you know what, I’m
thinking about doing it,” he continued.

Withdrawing ICE from the state with the
largest number of people in the country ille-
gally, two of its largest detention centers and
thousands of investigators had never been
floated or seriously considered.

ICE referred questions to the White
House, where spokesman Raj Shah said the
administration wanted California “to actual-
ly enforce immigration law rather than get
in the way of it.”

The National ICE Council, the union
representing detention officers and an early
supporter of Trump’s presidential bid, did-
n’t immediately respond to a request for
comment.

Thomas Homan, ICE’s acting director, has
been saying for months that limits on cooper-
ation in local jails would lead to a more active
street presence of deportation officers.

“California better hold on tight,” he told
Fox News last month. “They’re about to see
a lot more special agents, a lot more depor-
tation officers in the state of California. If
the politicians in California don’t want to
protect their communities, then ICE will.”

Last Friday, as ICE announced results
of an operation in the Los Angeles area
that included more than 200 arrests,
Homan declared, “Fewer jail arrests mean
more arrests on the street, and that also
requires more resources, which is why we
are forced to send additional resources to
those areas to meet operational needs and
officer safety.”

Trump’s comments were part of a broader
swipe against heavily Democratic California,
which gave Hillary Clinton a resounding vic-
tory in the 2016 presidential race. He said the
state was “doing a lousy management job”
and criticized it for high taxes.

Trump told the group that included
Attorney General Jeff Sessions that his
administration has targeted members of the
violent MS-13 gang but has been “getting no
help from the state of California.”

The Justice Department has threatened to
deny millions of dollars in federal grants to
communities that refuse to share informa-
tion with federal immigration authorities.
Many cities have defied the threats, with law-
suits pending in Chicago, Philadelphia and
California over whether the administration
has overstepped its authority.

The administration stepped up criticism
of California after Jan. 1, when a law took
effect to largely prohibit state and local law
enforcement agencies from detaining people
at ICE’s request unless they have been con-
victed of any of hundreds of crimes outlined
in a 2013 state law.

U.S. Sen. Dianne Feinstein, a California
Democratic, said Trump’s comments were
mean-spirited.

“President Trump today renewed his
attacks on California with more insults and
threats. The president’s obsession with our
state is growing more outrageous by the
day,” she said.

Some of ICE’s strongest critics in
California dismissed the idea.

“His erratic comments reflect an obses-
sion with criminalizing immigrants and
shows a deep lack of knowledge of
California and immigration laws,” said the
Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights, an
advocacy group in Los Angeles.

State Sen. Kevin de Leon, a Los Angeles
Democrat who authored the new law,
said, “The president’s plan sounds per-
fectly fine but we know that will never
happen and we’ll work with ICE to
remove actual dangerous criminals from
our neighborhoods.”

California Attorney General Xavier
Becerra, a Democrat and frequent Trump
critic, didn’t directly address the president’s
comments. He issued a brief statement say-
ing the state works with federal law enforce-
ment daily and its efforts are geared toward
stopping drug dealers, sex traffickers and
other public safety threats.

Trump mulls pulling immigration
agents from California
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH WAS ORIGINALLY
not a month but rather a week-long celebra-
tion in 1926. It was organized by Carter G.
Woodson, the founder of the Association for
the Study of African American Life and
History. In 1976, President Ford recognized
Black History Month, urging Americans to
“honor the accomplishments of black
Americans in every area of endeavor through-
out our history.” Great but why did “Black
History” get the shortest month of the year? 

Actually, the month was chosen because
Abraham Lincoln’s and Frederick Douglass’
birthdays were in February. Last year’s cele-
bration was noteworthy in that Donald
Trump spoke but, inexplicably, he failed to
mention slavery. Oops.

Instead Trump boasted about, “How well
I did with the black vote.” Back on earth,
Trump got 4% of the black female vote and
13% of black men. (However, it’s likely he
got 100% of the Russian vote.)

Trump did mention Frederick Douglass
at the event but he spoke about him in the
present tense. “Frederick Douglass is an
example of somebody who’s done an amaz-
ing job and is being recognized more and
more.” It was obvious Trump thought
Douglass was still alive. (He died in 1895.)

As brought to my attention by Lynette, a
loyal reader, there’s some unfortunate histo-
ry in Sana Monica that should be mentioned
for those who don’t know during Black
History Month. You see, Santa Monica had
its own version of Jim Crow. This, by no
means, made us unique but, in looking back,
it’s also shameful it existed.

In 1959, Lynette was a white five year old
about to attend a birthday party for her
friend, a black girl with whom she took
dance lessons. The celebration was to take
place at the Bay Street beach where blacks
felt comfortable.

The beach was derogatorily called “The
Inkwell” by whites. Such names existed for
other beaches across the U.S. as well.
Nonetheless, African Americans in Southern
California, like their counterparts elsewhere,
transformed the hateful moniker into a
badge of pride.

The Inkwell was located at Pico and
stretched south to Bicknell, with its focal point
changing with development at the shoreline. It
was situated near Phillips Chapel Christian
Methodist Episcopal (CME) Church, the first
black church in Santa Monica.

But back to that day in 1959 at Inkwell/.
Lynette and her father arrived early as he was
bringing balloons and party decorations.
Her dad was a lawyer who, oddly enough,
had a client in the party supply business.
When the client couldn’t afford his bill he
gave Lynette’s dad a boatload of party sup-
plies as payment.

The black beach-goers were uncomfort-
able with the white intruders on “their”
beach, until Lynette’s father explained the
circumstances. The birthday girl, with her
family, soon showed up and was excited by
all the party regalia.

A good time was had by all. Yet Lynette’s
exposure to the concept of discrimination
i.e. that black people, because of their skin
color, were not welcome at other beaches,
stuck with Lynette all these years.

Places like the Inkwell in Santa Monica
began to disappear in the 1960s once civil
rights laws expanded and were finally
enforced. (That’s NOT than long ago!) Keep
in mind, there were restrictive covenants in
many deeds in Santa Monica that forbade
the selling of real estate to African-
Americans.

Blacks were pushed into an area where
the Civic Auditorium is now, known as
Belmar and in more inland neighborhoods
in the Pico District around 20th Street.
(Thankfully, in 1948, the covenants were
ruled unconstitutional and years later anti-
discrimination housing laws were passed.) 

In 2008, at the urging of a group of black
surfers, and our City Council’s action, a
monument was placed at the Bay Street
beach just east of the boardwalk. It was
implemented in the hope of educating
everyone who passed it about a less than
proud era in our city.

Black History Month is also observed in
Canada, the U.K. and the Netherlands. The
year before Trump thought Frederick
Douglass was still alive, featured another
noteworthy Black History Month moment.

On February 21, 2016, Virginia
McLaurin, a spry 106-year Washington D.C.
resident and school volunteer, visited the
White House. When asked by President
Obama why she was there, McLaurin said,“A
black president, a black wife, I’m here to cel-
ebrate black history!”

Perhaps because of that day on the beach
when she was five, Lynette celebrates Black
History Month every year. This year she vis-
ited the African American Firefighters
Museum in Los Angeles. She was highly
impressed by the museum’s docent, Jimmy
Smith, who was a fountain of information.

For years I’ve been meaning to write about
Black History Month but the twenty-days
seem to go by too fast. Thanks to Lynette, this
year, I finally made them slow down.

For more about the Inkwell go to: http://alison-
rosejefferson.com/sms-bay-st-beachinkwell-
monument-intl-coastal-cleanup-day-2017-loca-
tion.  For the African-American Firefighters
Museum, including photos and history, go to:
https://www.aaffmuseum.org/  JJAACCKK is at jack-
dailypress@aol.com.

Black History Gets the
Shortest Month of the Year

1640 5th Street, Suite 218
Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310) 458-7737

We Speak to Your
Audience Daily

We’re saying hello to 2018, by securing last year’s advertising rates to showcase your business! 

With a weekly circulation of 61,000, the Santa Monica Daily Press is a great platform to 

reach residents, visitors and other businesses for an affordable price. 

$375
* WEEKLY RATE WITH ANNUAL CONTRACT.

Six ad insertions per week.

SANTA MONICA’S SOURCE OF
DAILY NEWS AND INFORMATION.
Over 600 box, rack and drop locations.

Advertise your business using this 
ad space. (5.083” wide X 7” tall)

ARIZONA AVE.WILSHIRE BLVD.

14TH
 ST.

15TH
 ST.�

If you don’t like what we have to say 
we will give you a copy of your 

x-rays at no charge

YOUR CHOICE

FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!!!

(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!!)

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTE IN
1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

( 3 1 0 )  7 3 6 - 2 5 8 9

WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

DENTAL CARE WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!

WE OFFER UNIQUE SERVICES
*Nitrous Oxide provided as a courtesy

*No interest payment plans
*Emergencies can be seen today

*Our dentists and staff members are easy to talk to

AND OF COURSE WE DO

-Invisalign    -Periodontist on Staff    -Oral Surgeon on Staff
-Cosmetics and Implants    -Zoom bleaching    -and more

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$59 EXAM
AND CLEANING

For New Patients 
INCLUDES FULL XRAYS

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$1 EXAM
INCLUDES 

FULL XRAYS

OR

Jack Neworth Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Laughing Matters

Courtesy image
INK WELL BEACH: Black History in Santa Monica includes a historic stretch of beach.



descent but that failed. He posted a photo of
a ship with a net structure on the stern that
he referred to as “a giant catcher’s mitt.”

“Missed by a few hundred meters, but
fairing landed intact in water. Should be able
catch it with slightly bigger chutes to slow
down descent,” Musk tweeted. Recovering
and reusing major pieces of rockets is one of
Musk’s key strategies.

The rocket’s primary payload was a satel-
lite named PAZ for Spanish satellite operator
Hisdesat. It carries an advanced instrument
for making radar images of Earth for gov-
ernment and commercial purposes, as well
as sensors for tracking ships and weather.

The satellite was designed for a 5?-year
mission, orbiting Earth 15 times each day at

an altitude of 514 kilometers (319 miles),
covering the entire planet every 24 hours. It
joins two other radar satellites in the same
orbit covering the same ground, increasing
acquisition of data.

The rocket also deployed two small test
satellites for a proposed system that would
bring internet access to remote areas. The
“Starlink” system would require thousands
of satellites operating in low Earth orbit.

Musk tweeted that the satellites were
named Tintin A and B and were communi-
cating with Earth stations.

“Tintin A & B will attempt to beam ‘hello
world’ in about 22 hours when they pass
near LA,” Musk added.

Praderio, the launch spokesman, said that
even if the two satellites work as planned,
“we still have considerable technical work
ahead of us to design and deploy” the con-
stellation.
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ROCKET
FROM PAGE 1

Bourgett Bros.. Buildingg Materialss
1636 - 11th Street

Santa Monica, CA  90404    (310) 450-6556

bourgetbros.com

All I need to see
Editor:

That’s all I need to see ... Greg Morena has my vote. A native, local college grad in busi-
ness admin., with a Pier business? Who has that combination? Nobody on the City
Council, e.g., Pam O’Connor.  It’s time for a big change.

Paul Weller
Santa Monica

Not a subsidy
Editor:

I read with interest Jessica Angeles’ article about the upcoming Farm Bill debate. 
I too am a small-business owner in California.  But unlike Ms. Angeles, I didn’t “recent-

ly learn about the U.S. sugar program.”  My husband and I run a third-generation sugar-
beet farm in Brawley and have first-hand knowledge of how the policy works.

Sugar is not a “subsidy program” as Ms. Angeles alleges.  We get no government
checks.  Instead, producers receive government loans so we can pay our bills while stor-
ing inventory until buyers need it.  Once sugar is delivered and payment is received, loans
are repaid with interest, which is why U.S. sugar policy runs at no taxpayer cost.

Ms. Angeles also wrongly describes U.S. sugar prices as expensive.  U.S. food makers
pay less for sugar today than they did in 1980.  Their counterparts in Mexico and many
other countries pay more.

Finally, America is not shut off from sugar imports, as she states.  We are the world’s
third largest sugar importer, and many imports are refined at California’s C&H Sugar
refinery.  

We do agree on one thing: this debate will hold ramifications for our state.  If sugar
policy is weakened and we are cut out of the Farm Bill, California is certain to lose farms
like mine and sugar factories that provide a lot of good-paying jobs.

If Ms. Angeles is up for the trip, I’d welcome her to my farm to get the facts.
Suzanne Rutherford

Brawley, CA

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 



commitment to improving the community.
“We’re proud to contribute to Santa

Monica in a meaningful way,” Fifield said.
“We’re proud of our diverse team, building
green, and doing things locally.”

The block will eventually be home to
more than 600 housing units. The second
Lincoln Collection building will include 191
units and a third development is in the
works sandwiched between the two projects.

Other developments have also been
approved for the street including the already
under construction affordable housing project.

The Arroyo will reserve all but one of its
units for households that earn 30 – 60 per-

cent of the average median income or less.
One manager’s apartment will be reserved
for a household earning 80 percent or less.
There will be on-site resident services such
as homework assistance for youth, wellness
classes and computer training. The project
will open in the late Fall or Winter of this
year.

The Lincoln Collection also has an
affordable housing component with 20 per-
cent of the units set aside for below market
rate rents.

Fifield construction Founder and CEO
Steve Fifield said he looks forward to the grand
opening of the his project in about two years.

“Santa Monica will be pleasantly sur-
prised with what we’ve built here,” he said.

angel@smdp.com
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LINCOLN
FROM PAGE 1

Providence Saint John’s Health Center
in Santa Monica is seeking formally trained 

dogs with experienced handlers.

Have you completed 
formal obedience 
training with your dog?

Has your dog mastered
commands such as sit,
stay, down, come 
and leave it?

Are you able to commit
to a minimum of two 
visits a month?

If so, you and your dog
may qualify to visit 
hospital patients.

We will help teams who
meet the criteria through
the process to become a

registered Pet Partner
{

Please call Erin  310.829.8438
or email  Erin.Pickerel@providence.org

}
All sizes &
breeds are
welcome
to apply.

THE ORIGINAL BIKE SHOP
ON MAIN STREET Across from Urth Cafe

310.581.8014
www.bikeshopsantamonica.com

www.buylocalsantamonica.com 2400 Main Street
Santa Monica, CA

VOTE FOR US!
MOST LOVED BUSINESS 
FOR OUTDOOR ENTHUSIASTS 
& MOST LOVED BUSINESS 
ON MAIN STREET!

Angel Carreras
WORK: Development continues on the Lincoln Collection at the corner of Lincoln and Colorado.
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DAILY POLICE LOG

The Santa Monica Police
Department Responded To 372
Calls For Service On Feb. 21. 

HERE IS A SAMPLING OF THOSE 
CALLS CHOSEN BY THE 

SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS STAFF.

Bike theft Ocean / Colorado 12:38 a.m.
Burglary 2900 block Neilson 12:46 a.m.
Public intoxication Lincoln / Santa Monica
5:13 a.m.
Burglary 100 block Santa Monica 5:24 a.m.
Auto burglary 1100 block Ocean 7:01a.m.
Auto burglary 1000 block Ocean 7:31 a.m.
Hit and run 300 block Santa Monica Pier
8:13 a.m.
Rape 1900 block 17th 8:15 a.m.
Petty theft 2500 block California 8:45 a.m.
Trespassing 1600 block Franklin 9:11 a.m.
Burglary 900 block 11th 9:31 a.m.
Transport prisoner 300 block Olympic
9:36 a.m.
Indecent exposure 1100 block 15th 9:36 a.m.
Hit and run 2900 block 31st 9:45 a.m.
Petty theft 100 block Wilshire 10:04 a.m.
Stolen vehicle 00 block Bay 11:03 a.m.
Hit and run 2900 block 31st 11:12 a.m.
Burglary 3000 block Wilshire 11:47 a.m.
Grand theft 1600 block The Beach 12:11 p.m.
Petty theft 1500 block 17th 12:15 p.m.
Identity theft 1000 block 3rd 12:45 p.m.

Burglary 600 block Santa Monica 1:17 p.m.
Trespassing 1700 block Ocean 1:36 p.m.
Burglary 2700 block Neilson 1:39 p.m.
Panic alarm 1900 block Lincoln  2:17 p.m.
Transport prisoner 300 block Olympic
3:09 p.m.
Fraud 100 block Wilshire 3:12 p.m.
Petty theft 1700 block Delaware 3:13 p.m.
Grand theft 1300 block 3rd St Prom 3:40 p.m.
Grand theft 600 block Broadway 4:11 p.m.
Traffic collision 7th / California 4:12 p.m.
Traffic collision with Injuries 1100 block
7th 4:13 p.m.
Petty theft 1400 block Montana 4:48 p.m.
Auto burglary 1500 block PCH 6:02 p.m.
Petty theft 1400 block Lincoln 6:11 p.m.
Missing person 1300 block 6th 6:13 p.m.
Attempt burglary 600 block Colorado
6:55 p.m.
Fraud 300 block Santa Monica Pier 7:02 p.m.
Drunk driving 800 block 20th 7:08 p.m.
Burglary 2700 block Neilson 7:15 p.m.
Public intoxication 2nd / Idaho 7:25 p.m.
Traffic collision Stanford / Washington
7:50 p.m.
Auto burglary 1300 block 2nd 7:58 p.m.
Petty theft 500 block Olympic 8:17 p.m.
Traffic collision 400 block Bay 9:42 p.m.
Fire 400 block San Vicente 10:08 p.m.
Public intoxication 2000 block Main 10:08 p.m.
Person down 200 block Broadway 10:11 p.m.
Traffic collision 5th / Santa Monica 10:48 p.m.
Party complaint 2000 block Ocean 11:35 p.m.

DAILY FIRE LOG

The Santa Monica Fire Department
Responded To 35 Calls For

Service On Feb. 21. 
HERE IS A SAMPLING OF THOSE 

CALLS CHOSEN BY THE 
SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS STAFF.

Odor of gas 1400 block 3rd St Prom 12:06 a.m.
Emergency Medical Service 2100 block
Ocean 1:09 a.m.
EMS 1800 block Michigan 2:15 a.m.
EMS 2100 block Ocean 2:45 a.m.
EMS 1800 block Main 4:27 a.m.
EMS 800 block 2nd 5:54 a.m.
EMS 500 block Hill 7:53 a.m.
EMS 2800 block 3rd 8:28 a.m.
Automatic alarm 700 block Palisades 9:01 a.m.
EMS 1300 block 2nd 9:48 a.m.
EMS 1500 block Colorado 11:20 a.m.
EMS 1400 block 17th 12:34 p.m.
EMS 1100 block 7th 12:57 p.m.

EMS 800 block 6th 1:09 p.m.
EMS 1300 block Ocean 2:52 p.m.
EMS 1300 block 26th 3:29 p.m.
EMS 900 block 4th 3:35 p.m.
EMS 7th / California 4:12 p.m. 
EMS 500 block Arizona 4:22 p.m.
Wires down 500 block Pier 4:43 p.m.
Carbon monoxide alarm 2300 block Oak
4:57 p.m.
EMS 1000 block Bay 5:06 p.m.
Odor of gas 1500 block Wilshire 5:19 p.m.
EMS 2200 block Virginia 6:08 p.m.
EMS 2900 block Pico 6:32 p.m.
EMS 400 block Expo Line 6:36 p.m.
EMS 800 block 9th 7:49 p.m.
Elevator rescue 1400 block Ocean 7:59 p.m.
EMS 17th / Pearl 8:02 p.m.
Structure fire 1100 block 12th 8:50 p.m.
EMS 1100 block 7th 9:55 p.m.
EMS 200 block Broadway 10:11 p.m.
EMS 1900 block Santa Monica 10:19 p.m.
Traffic collision 5th / Santa Monica 10:49 p.m.
EMS 900 block 3rd 11:12 p.m.

Crime Watch is culled from reports provided by the Santa Monica Police Department. 
These are arrests only. All parties are innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

ON FEBRUARY 15, AT ABOUT 6:44 P.M.
Officers responded to a radio call for service at 7th Street and Santa Monica Blvd regard-
ing a battery that just occurred. Officers met with victim and learned the victim was
standing at the corner waiting to cross the street. A male subject holding two bottles of
beer approached the victim and asked the victim to perform a sexual act. The victim
refused and told the subject to back off. The subject threw beer at the victim. The victim
walked away crossing the street. The subject was located in front of 801 Santa Monica
Blvd. The victim was able to identify the subject and was desirous of prosecution. Michael
Allen Hall, 42, from Cypress Park, was arrested for battery and drinking in public. Bail
was set at $20,000.

CRIME WATCH
B Y  D A I L Y  P R E S S  S T A F F

SURF FORECASTS WATER TEMP: 57.2°

FRIDAY – POOR – SURF: 2-3 ft Knee to chest high
More NW winds and windswell for well exposed spots. NW winds.

SATURDAY – FAIR – SURF: 2-3 ft Knee to waist high
Small NW/WNW swell mix. Small S swell shows.

SURF REPORT
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS 

IN THIS SPACE TODAY!

call us today (310) 458-7737

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get
the dental care you deserve

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about 
$1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! You can go to any dentist
you want

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles –
you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures – including 
cleanings, exams, fillings, crowns…even dentures

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts
you can receive

FREE Information Kit
1-855-323-7468
www.dental50plus.com/santamonica

 *Individual plan.

Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. 

Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 

or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: 

P150OK; TN: P150TN)

6096E-0917 MB17-NM008Ec office (310) 458-7737

DO YOU HAVE COMMUNITY NEWS?
Submit news releases to editor@smdp.com or by fax at (310) 576-9913



FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2018

Puzzles & Stuff
9Visit us online at www.smdp.com

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S CROSSWORD

Best Medicine
■ The scene: A courtroom during
cross-examination of a wrongful
death lawsuit.
■ Lawyer: “Before you signed the
death certificate, had you taken the
pulse?”
■ Pathologist: “No.”
■ Lawyer: “Did you listen to the
heart?”
■ Pathologist: “No.”
■ Lawyer: “Did you check for
breathing?”
■ Pathologist: “No.”
■ Lawyer: “So, when you signed the
death certificate, you weren’t actu-
ally sure he was dead, were you?”
■ Pathologist: “Well, let me put it
this way. The man’s brain was sitting
in a jar on my desk, but I guess it’s
possible he could be out there prac-
ticing law somewhere.”

ffaannttaassttiiccaattee

1. to make or render fantastic.

WORD UP!

WELL NEWS B Y S C O T T  L A F E E

Draw Date: 2/21

7  15  31  34  36
Power#: 8
Jackpot: 269M

Draw Date: 2/20

17  19  23  24  43
Mega#: 14
Jackpot: 204M

Draw Date: 2/21

10  25  31  43  45
Mega#: 6
Jackpot: 12M

Draw Date: 2/21

7  19  27  31  36

Draw Date: 2/21
MIDDAY: 9 2 5
Draw Date: 2/21
EVENING: 1 8 0

Draw Date: 2/21

1st: 12 Lucky Charms
2nd: 04 Big Ben
3rd: 10 Solid Gold
RACE TIME: 1:41.83

DAILY LOTTERY

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number information, mistakes can occur. In
the event of any discrepancies, California State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete
game information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery retailers. Visit the California
State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

Sudoku
Fill in the blank 
cells using numbers 
1 to 9. Each number
can appear only once
in each row, column,
and 3x3 block. 
Use logic and process
of elimination to 
solve the puzzle.

MYSTERY REVEALED

Henry Kirolos correctly identified the photo as the Albright restaurant on the Santa Monica Pier. 
He wins a prize from the Santa Monica Daily Press. 

SPONSORED BY DOLCENERO GELATO 
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Zack Hill By JOHN DEERING & JOHN NEWCOMBE

Dogs of C-Kennel

Strange Brew

Agnes By TONY COCHRAN

By JOHN DEERINGHeathcliff By PETER GALLAGHER

By MICK & MASON MASTROIANNI & JOHNNY HART

Hunger is a strange thing. One would think that the longer one goes without food, the hungrier one would
get, but this is not the case. The body has an efficient way of managing appetite, and a million other things,
too. In these early stages of the Pisces solar journey, feelings will be fleeting. Let the wisdom of the body
and heart process it all.  

The Fish Sun and Fleeting Feelings 

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
For the versatile singer who is great at doing
impressions, the most challenging song is the
one sung in his own voice. Today you’ll be chal-
lenged to deliver like only you can — to sing
song in your  voice. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
Why not just believe that you’re lucky?
Someone’s going to find that money on the
ground. It may as well be you. You’re looking out
for it ... and for all the metaphorical representa-
tions in which money on the ground can come. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 21)
You’re not a daredevil exactly, but you’re still a
risk taker, especially in nonphysical areas of life.
The bold move you’re considering is pretty auda-
cious, even for you. Position yourself well first. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22)
First impressions will be important today. All
future interactions will be colored by some-
one’s initial response to you — but, hey, no
pressure! As long as you dress the part and put
away your phone, you’ll be ahead of the game.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
To learn about the world, babies observe the
design, behavior, purpose and effect that things
have. Then they make an association and
record it as fact ... but that doesn’t make it true.
It’s a case study. Most of life is just a case study.  

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Boredom is a fun killer. Yes, there’s always
something more interesting about the situa-
tion if you can break free from the old frame.
But life is much simpler if you’re already some-
what fascinated by your subject. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23)
A friend who knows you well enough to sense
when you’re hiding something ... now that’s a
treasure! There are cons to it, of course, but
they are not as important as being truly seen
and understood. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21)
Eventually, you’ll have the experience and wis-
dom to run things, but for now you’re better off
coming up with ideas from the naive position in
which you happen to be. Strikingly bold insights
come to you because you’re free of influence.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
That feeling of familiarity upon meeting some-
one for the first time takes many forms.
Instant love: Where have you been all my life?
Instant kinship: It’s like you’ve been here all my
life.  Instant boredom: Oh. You again. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
You’re usually so ambitious, but right now you
may not want to commit to business, or even
to a hobby. Why should you? Isn’t it enough to
just have interests? You can have so many at
once. And interests are totally free.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
It’s a pain to have to pretend or fake a story to
spare someone’s feelings. You’ll do it if you
have to, because it’s kind (though you’ll avoid
the dynamic completely by being around peo-
ple with whom you can be honest).

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
You’ll be met with resistance, but don’t let this
deter you. All you have to do is raise your ener-
gy a few points — the resistance will back
down, and the road will be clear. 

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (FEB. 23)

Your life brightens in this new solar cycle, and you’ll be tempted to credit this to a special person
or lucky event. It’s really you, functioning at a higher capacity and letting more into your world.
March will be characterized by a helper’s high. The distant horizon of June is a place you’ll return
to again and again. Cancer and Virgo adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 3, 13, 49, 8 and 16. 

office (310) 458-7737

DO YOU HAVE COMMUNITY NEWS?
Submit news releases to editor@smdp.com or by fax at (310) 576-9913

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

Classifieds
$12.00 per day. Up to 15 words, $1.00 for each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310)458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not guaranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roommates
Commercial Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Help Wanted Help Wanted
CUSTOMER SERVICE F/T for a Building 
Materials retailer, including Sat.
Will train. Retail and computer exp fa-
vored. Apply in person: Bourget Bros. 
1636 11th St., Santa Monica, CA

P/T HELP NEEDED 1 DAY A WEEK,
Wednesdays 9am-5pm no lifting. Basic
customer service local SM Business
(310) 394-6170

YARDPERSON F/T, including Sat. Will 
train. Lifting req’d. Apply in person: 
Bourget Bros. 1636 11th St., Santa 
Monica, CA

$12.00 A DAY LINER ADS! 
F o r  t h e  f i r s t  1 5  w o rd s .
CALL TODAY (310) 458-7737

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

A D V E R T I S E !  
CALL US (310) 458-7737
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
BEFORE THE CITY OF SANTA MONICA 

LANDMARKS COMMISSION 

SUBJECT Public hearings will be held by the Landmarks Commission on the following:

1450 Ocean Avenue (Palisades Park), 17ENT-0292, Zoning: OS (Parks and Open Space)
District. The City Landmarks Commission will be conducting a public hearing to consider
a Certificate of Appropriateness application to allow the replacement and addition of exte-
rior lighting fixtures on the perimeter of the Camera Obscura building located at Palisades
Park, a designated City Landmark. (continued from February 12, 2018)

1438 2nd Street, 17ENT-0272, Zoning: BC (Bayside Conservation) District. The City
Landmarks Commission will be conducting a public hearing on an application to deter-
mine whether to amend Landmark Designation LC 03-002, the Rapp Saloon building, a
designated City Landmark located at 1438 2nd Street to expand the Landmark parcel to
encompass Assessor’s Parcel Number 4291-015-028 (also known as Santa Monica Lots
G and H Block 173 Town of Santa Monica Tract) in its entirety, thereby supplementing the
prior Landmark designation, in accordance with Santa Monica Municipal Code Section
9.56.120(f). The Commission will be considering whether to define and describe a larger
Landmark Parcel, determined by the Landmarks Commission as requiring control and reg-
ulation in order to preserve, maintain, protect or safeguard the Rapp Saloon, a designat-
ed City Landmark. 

When: Monday, March 12, 2018 at 7:00 pm

Where: City Council Chambers, 
City Hall, Room 213
1685 Main Street, Santa Monica

Questions/Comments
The City of Santa Monica encourages public comment on this and other projects at the
Public Hearing, or by writing a letter addressed to Steve Mizokami, Senior Planner, City
Planning Division, 1685 Main Street, Room 212, Santa Monica, California, 90401, by
phone (310) 458-8341, or by email at steve.mizokami@smgov.net.

More Information
The meeting facility is wheelchair accessible.  For disability-related accommodation
requests, please contact (310) 458-8431 or TTY (310) 458-8696 at least three days prior
to the event. All written materials are available in alternate format upon request. Santa
Monica Big Blue Bus Lines 1, 2, 3, Rapid 3, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 18 serve City Hall and the
Civic Center area. The Expo Line terminus is located at Colorado Avenue and Fourth
Street, a short walk to City Hall.  Public parking is available in front of City Hall, on
Olympic Drive and in the Civic Center Parking Structure (free validation).

Espanol
Este es un aviso de una audiencia pública para considerar la designación de una
propiedad en la ciudad como un monumento histórico.  Para más información, favor de
llamar a Carmen Gutierrez en la División de Planificación al número (310) 458-8341.

MICHAEL LIEDTKE
AP Technology Writer

Airbnb is dispatching inspectors to rate
some of the properties listed on its home-
rental service in an effort to reassure travel-
ers they’re booking nice places to stay.

The Plus program, unveiled Thursday, is
aimed at winning over travelers who aren’t
sure they can trust the current, computer-
driven analysis of reviews posted by past
guests. The misleading pictures drawn by
Airbnb’s rating system have become a big
enough problem to spawn a website devoted
to horror stories spanning from an over-
crowded, dirty “hippy commune “ in
Pasadena, California, to a Paris vacation
ruined in a moldy, bug-infested apartment.

Airbnb CEO Brian Chesky says the compa-
ny’s internal surveys have found travelers willing
to pay more for inspector-certified properties,
allowing homeowners and apartment dwellers
to recoup a $149 fee to participate in Plus.

Human inspectors will review properties
based on a 100-point checklist covering
everything from the speed of the Wi-Fi to the
bedding. Properties that fail can still be part
of Airbnb’s regular listings; the company will
also offer advice on improvements to qualify.

The program will initially cover about
2,000 properties in 13 cities — Austin, Texas;
Barcelona, Spain; Cape Town, South Africa;
Chicago; Los Angeles; London; Melbourne,
Australia; Milan; Rome; San Francisco;
Shanghai, Sydney and Toronto. That’s a
small fraction of the roughly 4.5 million
properties listed on Airbnb in 81,000 cities
worldwide. By the end of the year, Chesky
foresees verifying 75,000 homes in 50 cities.

Airbnb is shaking things up at a time its

growth has been slowing, a trend the compa-
ny would like to reverse before it sells its
stock in an initial public offering expected
within the next two years. Despite its popu-
larity, Airbnb remains unprofitable, with a
loss of $75 million on revenue of nearly $2.6
billion last year, according to financial state-
ments reviewed by The Wall Street Journal.

At an event in San Francisco, Airbnb
announced other steps to become more like
a traditional hospitality company instead of
an industry renegade that has siphoned
business away from major hotels. Frequent
travelers will quality for discounts and other
perks. The company also is adding other
rental categories, including bed-and-break-
fast inns and boutique hotels.

A major hotel industry group slammed
Airbnb’s expansion as a sham. “Airbnb’s lat-
est scheme is just further proof the company
is trying to play in the hoteling space while
evading industry regulations,” said Troy
Flanagan of the American Hotel & Lodging
Association. “If Airbnb wants to enter the
hoteling business, then it needs to be regu-
lated, taxed and subject to the same safety
compliances.”

Airbnb’s success has drawn fire from city
officials upset about lost revenue from hotel
taxes. It has also stirred protests from long-
time renters of homes that are being convert-
ed into short-term places to stay instead.
Airbnb’s critics contend the latter trend has
been making it even more difficult to find a
place to live in cities such as San Francisco,
where housing is already scarce and expensive.

Airbnb argues it is enabling more people
to stay in their current homes by helping
them bring in more money whenever they
want to rent some space.

Airbnb unveils new category
of rentals rated by inspectors
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