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NEWS OF

THE WEIRD

by Chuck Shepard

Practitioners of the Santeria religion
are such a presence in Miami area
courtrooms, where they spread white
dust on the furnishings to bring good
luck to their friends and relatives, that
attorneys have begun to complain
about their higher dry-cleaning bills.
Also found from time to time in those
courthouses: remnants of Santeria-
sacrificed chickens and goats, and
mysterious candle formations. In a
recent case, Haitian defendant
Emmanuel Etienne claimed that his
deceased victim had the power to turn
himself into a headless donkey by
“expelling three flatulents.”

THE DAY
“Whether they be
Christian, Jew, or

Muslim, or Hindu, people
have heard the universal
call to love a neighbor
just like they'd like to be
called themselves.”

— George W. Bush

IE Horoscopes

Educators tout
Schwarzenegger
propositions

Millions of dollars at
stake for local schools

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

If Propositions 57 and 58 fail at
the polls March 2, every school in
Santa Monica will feel the effects
of a paralyzing budget crush, edu-
cators said Wednesday.

For local K-12 schools, there
will be a $14 million overnight
reduction in funding — meaning
more than 100 teachers and 75
classified workers will lose their
jobs, while programs and classes
will be under siege, schools super-
intendent John Deasy said.

A similar situation is true at
Santa Monica College, where mil-
lions of dollars in cost-of-living
increases, growth money and
other state funds are at stake.
Those benefits are part of the pro-

posed state budget, which will be
redrafted if the propositions fail.

The two propositions are
designed to help lift California out
of its budget deficit and will allow
it to more adequately fund educa-
tion throughout the state.

Prop. 57 calls for a $15.2 bil-
lion bond, to be paid back between
nine and 14 years. That bond
would replace a $10.7 billion bond
enacted by the legislature that is
under attack in court because it
wasn’t approved by voters. Prop.
58 demands politicians enact a
balanced state budget, sets up an
$8 billion reserve and prohibits
future deficit bonds, like Prop. 57.
The two are tied together, meaning
both need to pass on March 2 in
order to take effect.

Deasy said local schools can
expect a 15 percent reduction
across the board if the propositions

See PROPOSITION, page 7

Bush backs away
from ban on MTBE

Gasoline additive cost
SM safe drinking water

and millions of dollars

Monica and have supported
California’s ban on the additive,
which began this year.

“Bush’s disregard for the envi-
ronment is legendary and this is
hardly surprising,” said City
Councilman Kevin McKeown.

The Environmental Protection
Agency’s decision had its origin in
the early days of President Bush’s
tenure when his administration
decided not to move ahead with a
Clinton-era regulatory effort to
ban the clean-air additive MBTE.

It said the environmental harm
of the additive leaching into
ground water overshadowed its
beneficial effects to the air.

The Bush administration decid-
ed to leave the issue to Congress,
where it has bogged down over a
proposal to shield the industry from

See BAN, page 6

Coffee wars

Laborers work on Hear Music on the Third Street Promenade. The
newly remodeled store will feature a Starbuck’s coffee shop — the
fifth corporate coffee outlet on the Promenade. Three are Starbuck’s.

Del Pastrana/Daily Press

New study fuels the debate
over elderly drivers

By staff and wire reports

The elderly driver who killed 10
people and injured dozens more
last year in the Farmers’ Market
tragedy falls into an age group that
traffic safety experts say are more
of a danger to themselves on the
road than anyone else.

Drivers over 65 are more likely
to get into crashes because of
declining perception and motor
skills, but the biggest risk is to
themselves, not others on the high-
way, says a study based on nearly
4 million traffic accidents.

The study, released Wednesday
by the AAA Foundation for Traffic
Safety, also found that drivers 65
or older are nearly twice as likely

Introduces

to die in a crash as drivers between
55 and 64. Drivers over 85 were
nearly four times as likely to die.

Often, older drivers are frail
and can die from injuries that
wouldn’t be fatal to younger driv-
ers, the report said.

Santa Monica resident Russell
Weller, 87, walked away from a
horrific accident in downtown
Santa Monica last July after he
plowed through the Farmers’
Market, killing 10 and injuring 63
people. He currently faces 10
counts of felony manslaughter.

As they grow older, some driv-
ers are more likely to cause a crash
because of a lapse in perception,
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Music Lessons...
That last a lifetime
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CENTER

www.santamonicamusic.com

(310) 453-1928

1901 SANTA MONICA BLVD.

IN SANTA MONICA

E UNDER $10
INNER SPECIAL

Served from 4pm - 10pm

ilshire Blvd at 15th St
310-394-1131
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High-Spececd
Internel Access

( \ DO YOU HAVEA T1
CONNECTION FOR YOUR BIZ?
PAYING TOO MUCH? HOW
DOES $150 A MONTH SOUND?

Local SM Company Offering High Speed
Internet Access for a Lot Less.

310-393-4A037

www.NoCatNetworks.com ¢ sales@nocatnetworks.com

NMoCat
Metworkks

“Come and see our NEW look”
NOW OPEN
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Santa Monica

2461D Santa Monica Blvd.
(Next to Sav-on Drugs)

310-453-5103
M-F: 9am-8pm Sat: 9am-6pm Sun: 10am-5pm

ad...Smile!

FEATURING: THE INTRA ORAL CAMERA
TO WATCH YOUR DENTAL EXAM!

B General & Cosmetic Dentistry

M Oral Surgery

M Fillings (Mercury free)

B Bonding, Veneers & Porcelain Crowns

B Gum Treatments

M Dentures, Partials & Repairs

Free Cosmetic Consultation

Let us design and create your masterpiece smile in the

Dr. Vafadar. DDS. DDM most up-to-date technology and relaxing environment.
12113 Santa Monica Blvd. Suite 204  Call us today for your next appointment.

Sav-on
Drugs

Fantastic
Sams

Santa Monica Blvd.

26th St.

50% OFF

TEETH WHITENING

Cash Patients. Limited Time Offer. Expires 3/03/04
Based on California Dental Fee Survey
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BUILDING A BETTER BURGER

HQURS: M-TH:11AM-10PM FRI-SAT:11AM-11PM SUN:12PM-9PM
901 Ocean Park Blvd in Santa Monica ¢ 310.399.8383
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Get some extra sleep, Pisces

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

*%-So-s0 *-Difficult

% %% k-Positive *k*k-Average

2 ARIES (March 21-April 19)

*kk* Express your strong sense of
direction, especially among groups and in meet-
ings. You will find that others are full of ideas.
Listen to news from a distance or make a call.
Read between the lines or listen to what is not
said. Tonight: Enjoy your pals.

Fv;?. TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

= £ kkkk Stay on top of your work. You
might not be as direct as you can be with a boss.
A partner twists and turns to avoid a clear state-
ment. Stay focused on your work. You might
want to refocus on your goals. Tonight: You’re in
charge. Don’t forget that fact.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

* %% %% Reach out for others. Spread
your news. Read between the lines. Stay in tune
with your work and adjust to someone’s chang-
ing point of view. Hop on the computer or do
some research. Keep your thoughts to yourself
right now. Tonight: Rent a movie.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

* %% %k% Deal with a partner head-on
rather than let him or her interfere with your
work and long-term plans. You might have a
major disagreement, but you can deal with it.
Detach and refuse to be triggered. Boundaries
remain important. Tonight: Have that talk.

[&"' LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

"4 *%*x* Allow others more self-expres-
sion. You don’t always have to be king or queen
of every situation. As a result, many others will
reveal much more of themselves. Allow those
doors to open. Your creativity and happy ways

make a difference. Tonight: Say “yes” to anoth-
er’s request.

"j‘l VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

=g Kk kkk Work seems to flow, especially
when you deal with others. You might be sur-
prised by how much you are appreciated in the
present circumstances. You are coming from a
more solid point of view, unlike the majority

FREE PARKING

3'“ 57‘ 3“““ Medical and most insurance accepted

@ht now. Tonight: Work late if necessary.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

%k Your lightness and flirty ways
make a difference in what is happening in a rela-
tionship. Perhaps you might opt to be more nur-
turing and caring. Adapt your approach and
words to each situation. Tonight: Play away.

1_.‘.} SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

LW7a k%% Stay intact and talk about what
you want. Listen to a family member who pres-
ents a different view. Consider what might be
happening with a child. Use your charm and cre-
ativity to get more of what you want. Tonight:
Happy at home.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

*%%%%* You reverse gears, and others
handle it well. Right now you are on cruise con-
trol, able to get through a lot of muck. Others
delight in your efficiency and ability to get
through what seems like a maze. Tonight: At
your favorite hangout.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

%% Listen to a loved one. Speak your
mind and express yourself in a new way —
through manifesting your caring in your actions.
You’ll want to listen to your inner voice; still,
carefully examine what you are hearing.
Tonight: Treat yourself.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

%% % You express your joy and happi-
ness, and others respond. Look toward a major
indulgence or purchase in the next few weeks.
Think carefully about what you want, and be
sure this is the right way to go about it. Tonight:
Just ask, and it could be yours!

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

%% % The Sun moves into your sign, ener-
gizing you. Take charge and handle a superior in
such a way that you can communicate and work
together. Remember this person’s ego. Play it
low-key for now. Tonight: Get some extra Zzzy
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Wehcam shows library construction
BY SARA VAN DYCK
Special to the Daily Press

If you’re wondering what is going on behind the fencing at Sixth Street and Santa
Monica Boulevard, site of the new Main Library, you can now watch the construc-
tion from your home computer.

“It’s starting to look like a building,” assistant city librarian Greg Mullen said. A
web camera on the roof of a building at Seventh Street and Santa Monica Boulevard
feeds images of the project to the library’s Web site, www.smpl.org. Click on
“Construction Update.”

Site excavation has been completed and construction is beginning, said Assistant
City Manager Gordon Anderson. Already in place below the parking structure is a
cistern to capture water runoff, to be used for irrigation. This is the first element in
what architects plan to be a “green building.”

Anderson said City Hall has what is called a “guaranteed maximum price” con-
tract with Morley Construction for $57.7 million for the library. Three hundred addi-
tional parking spaces will be funded by the Redevelopment Agency for $12.9 mil-
lion. Since the costs are funded by a bond issue and one-time monies, none of this
affects the current city budget deficit, Anderson said.

The project has been developing for the last 20 years, Mullen added.

“The city has made a commitment on this building,” he said. “The community
really wanted it, and the city responded.”

Santa Monican goes ‘Hollywood square’

By Daily Press staff

Santa Monica resident Robert Wu’s proficiency for trivia, strategy and current
events will be tested against America’s favorite TV
crime fighters when he steps in as a contestant on
Hollywood Squares, beginning on Feb. 24. Wu will
interact with Brad Garrett (Officer Robert Barone),
one of the many stars who are occupying the
Center Square during the current season. The Santa
Monica resident will have to jump through intel-
lectual hoops while facing the age-old “agree or §
disagree” quandary, in order to win prizes, includ-
ing cars, trips and cash giveaways. The nationally
syndicated Hollywood Squares can be seen locally
each Monday through Friday at 7:30 p.m. on Los
Angeles’ KCAL-TV (Channel 9).

Wau, a police officer for the Los Angeles Police
Department, keeps himself busy by practicing Jiu-
Jitsu and collecting comic books. To secure his
spot on the popular show, he did what hundreds of
others have done to get their big “TV break” — he
called the Hollywood Squares hotline and audi-
tioned. Other Santa Monica-area contestant hopefuls also can call the show’s hot-
line in Los Angeles at (323) 850-0707 for an interview.

When contestants come to Hollywood’s CBS Television City to play, they can
expect to tape up to five episodes each production day before the show’s live studio
audience.

“I had such a great time,” said Wu.

In addition to Center Square Brad Garrett, Wu shared the stage with a wide range
of television crime fighters, including Chips’ Erik Estrada, Kate Jackson (Charlie’s
Angels), Mike Connors (Mannix), Barney Miller’s Hal Linden, Sherri Shepherd
(Everybody Loves Raymond), McCloud’s Dennis Weaver, Robert Culp (I Spy) and
Adam 12’s Martin Milner and Kent McCord. Emmy Award-winning Tom Bergeron
is host of the most engaging game show on television.

Photo courtesy
Officer Robert Wu with host
Tom Berger.

Murkmaster conditions keep it chock-a-block in the bay. So stay

away — for your health. Today the
Another W-WNW swell fills in this morning. This has some bet- Water ls,

ter exposure, but slightly shorter periods than Tuesday’s swell. .

Wave heights will be mainly the same. Most spots will have waist- 0

to shoulder-high surf, with bigger sets.

OUTLOOK: Slow fade in the surf on Friday and Saturday.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf'is doing

today at your local break. Epic.

® LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
= LOW ONE LOW TWO HIGH ONE HIGH TWO
SATURDAY 3:05AM 4:08 PM 9:15AM 10:37 PM
SUNDAY 3:45 AM 4:36 PM 9:48 AM 11:02 PM
MONDAY 4:30 AM 5:08 PM 10:28 AM 11:37 PM
TUESDAY 5:23 AM 5:38 PM 11:14 AM N/A
WEDNESDAY 6:30 AM 6:06 PM 12:15AM 12:15PM
THURSDAY 8:03 AM 6:48 PM 12:59 AM 1:47 PM
FRIDAY 9:43 AM 7:45 PM 1:54 AM 4:15 PM

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

12204 Venice Boulevard
Mar Vista, CA 90066
(310) 397-8300 TEL
(310) 397-8931 FAX
www.rockboardshop.com
info@rockerboardshop.com

ALL ABOUT HER

OARD SHOP

SURF » SNOW + SKATE

boards ¢ wetsuits
swimwear
clothing accessories)

Cell phone companies are pressur-
ing City Hall into allowing them the
right to install antennas and other infra-
structure throughout Santa Monica to
improve reception. Two of them — AT
&T and Verizon — have sued City Hall
because it doesn’t have an ordinance in
place to regulate them and therefore
can’t grant them permission.

In response, City Hall has created a
draft law that aims to regulate where,
when and how the industry will install

equipment here. The proposed law will be
discussed by the City Council on Feb. 24.

So this week, Q-Line wants to
know, “Would you mind visible cell
phone equipment in your neighbor-
hood if it meant better reception?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your
response before Thursday at 5 p.m.
We’ll print them in Friday’s paper.
Please limit your comments to a minute
or less. It might help to think first about
the wording of your response.

Love to cook? I.‘F"‘
L -

Love to eat?
So do we.

‘We offer an incredible
selection of gourmet foods
from around the world.

MARK

1800A Abbot Kinney Blvd., Venice
One block south of Venice Blvd.

310/305-9800

TAXES

ALL FORMS ¢ ALL TYPES ° ALL STATES

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

429 Santa Monica Blvd. Ste. 710
Santa Monica 90401
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OPINION

LETTERS

A three-day work week?

Editor:

What a load of nonsense and doublespeak we have to wade through reading the
letters from the two city employees complaining about your report of the paid holi-
days and every other Friday they have off (SMDP, Feb. 18, pages 6-7).

The city employees’ union leader who whines that city employees didn’t really get
a holiday for Lincoln’s birthday last Thursday, Feb. 12, and were paid to work that
day goes on to admit that, yes, because of Lincoln’s birthday we actually get another
day off with pay when we want it — a floating holiday.

Who is this woman trying to kid? We get a paid holiday whenever we want it but
let’s call it something else?

And please stop whining about having every other Friday off, days when the city
is closed and those who need something from City Hall have to wait until the next
business day. No wonder there is universal criticism about the lack of service to the
public from City Hall.

Oh, and by the way, with this past Monday’s President’s Day holiday and the city
being closed this Friday city employees have another three-day work week.

Enough said.

Saul Cohen
Santa Monica

Listen up, school board

Editor:

Can you hear me now? Can you hear me now? Now? Now?

In reading Superintendent Deasy’s first revision of the equity fund policy, I am
reminded of the cellular ad on T.V. The distinct difference is that out there in the
wilderness, someone actually does hear. It has been well established that one of the
biggest problems with Mr. Deasy’s original policy was that it was arbitrarily created
without consulting the community, or as one person recently articulated, his cus-
tomers. How many thousands of hours are going to be spent going ‘round and ‘round
on this issue according to Mr. Deasy’s agenda? I know my time could be spent more
productively ... wouldn’t Mr. Deasy’s and the School Board’s as well?

Mr. Deasy’s revised policy is now a three-tiered effort. First, the mandatory 15 per-
cent tax on all donations. (No revision there ... can you hear me now?) Second, there
will be a committee of parent volunteers to raise money for the same fund. This com-
mittee would be modeled after Santa Monica-Malibu Education Foundation’s “For the

fundraising successes. The revision also exempts non-monetary gifts from the fund and
offers a paltry incentive (2 percent per $100,000 raised) in the form of a sliding scale.

Does Mr. Deasy actually believe that after imposing the demotivating, demoraliz-
ing first stage of the plan (15 percent tax), that “his customers” will even be around
for the voluntary second and third stages? It seems to me that real results are not the
main objective here, that the primary goal is to control the money.

Several school board members, after hearing public comment at their most recent
meeting, expressed interest in trying a voluntary approach first. In addition, docu-
mentation of specific needs at each site was requested. Mr. Deasy’s revision disre-
gards the comments of his customers and his superiors, and should not be introduced
as another three-month exercise in futility and animosity.

Sandy Thacker
Webster Elementary parent
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NEWS
on the
EDGE

By Ron Scott Smith

W As if Janet Jackson wasn’t enough
— this just in: Gays are getting married,
and Katy — whoever and wherever you
are — bar the door. They’re lined up
around the block at City Hall in San
Francisco and they’re tying some strange-
looking new knots in that line. Is it mere
coincidence that America’s terror alert
color-code thing has just been re-elevated
to the grimmer level orange? The conser-
vative crowd, already scared to death and
up to its ass in alligators in the ongoing
mission to save civilization from itself,
now has this thing added onto its over-
flowing plate. Of course, by definition,
fearing is what they do best, and for
starters, they’re calling for swift punish-
ment of S.F. Mayor Gavin Newsom, the
one who’s apparently opened the flood-
gates from hell. Some have proposed
sending him down to the cages in
Guantanamo Bay to join the others who
have committed crimes against America.
Actually, the saner response to the whole
issue would be to say to the ones who wish
to take the vows, “Come on in, the water’s
fine. We dare you.” With more than half of
all righteous marriages between a man and
woman ending in divorce, bitter litigation,
messy child custody, and broken heart, the

Lines are being drawn — without a ruler

question to the ones lining up in San
Francisco would appear to be, “Why?”
But if you must, then by all means, have at
it. Civilization will survive, but as for you
newlyweds, we’re not so sure.

B These self-appointed guardians of
all that’s right might make better use of
their time and anger by taking a long look
at one of their true guiding lights — the
church. I don’t think Mel Gibson was
pleased with the timing of this one, but on
Tuesday, LA’s Cardinal Roger Mahony
confessed that at least 244 priests have
been accused of molesting at least 656
minors in the LA archdiocese since 1931,
staggering numbers of staggering crimes.
And they’re obsessing over a couple of
girls getting married?

B We all knew this race for the presi-
dency in November was going to turn on
the war. But we sure as hell didn’t think it
would be that war, did we? Welcome
home, Vietnam. A nation turns its lonely
eyes on you, once again. As if there’s not
enough divisiveness right here, right now
in 2004 Bushamerica, that old ghost is
back in the room, and if this contest is
going to be a duel of 30-year-old war sto-
ries, it would appear to be one-sided. A
decorated Vietnam War hero vs. a guy
who dodged the thing by having Dad get
him into the National Guard — not that
there’s anything wrong with wanting to
have dodged that thing. It’s the man who
came home from that war, three times
wounded, and threw his medals back into
the water in protest of its madness vs. the
man whose presidency is best summed up
in his own tough-guy words. “I’'m a war

president,” George W. Bush proudly
declared to Tim Russert last week on
Meet the Press, and nobody can argue
with that one. But with all the attention
being paid to Bush’s spotty attendance
records and early discharge from the
Guard — here comes the Karl Rove gang
with a vengeance, firing off their own
retort. Now sit down- they actually found
a photo of Senator John Kerry, seated at
an anti-war rally in 1970, a few rows
behind Jane ... Hanoi Jane if you will ...
Fonda. And that battle line is redrawn,
ancient and tired as it may be.

B Seeing as how America has fought
with itself about as much as it can stand to
over that sordid piece of history, the elec-
tion will much more likely be determined
by a simpler thing — the old quadrennial
question — “Are you better off now than
you were four years ago?” I know you’ve
got eight more months to consider it, but if
you started now you’d have to think about
this, wouldn’t you? Money. A guy who’s
making 50 grand a year sees a net increase
of 16 dollars every two-week paycheck
thanks to the Bush tax cut. The guys who
sat with Dick Cheney behind closed doors
in 2001 to set the course for America’s
aggressively backward energy policy,
along with all the other super-rich, can
tack an extra three zeroes onto that 16 for
every two-week paycheck increase they
see. Now that sixteen bucks is still sixteen
bucks, I know, but with the resulting serv-
ices cut, and state and local taxes up to
compensate for the lack of help from a
federal government 600 billion dollars in
debt, tell me again, who are the ones better

for election

off now than they were four years ago?
Back then, at the end of the Bill Clinton
reign, I got a gallon of regular unleaded for
about a buck-twenty. Just today, I forked
over six dollars for three gallons, and you
do the math. I’d have to say, regardless of
political preference, that the cash in my
pocket was better off when I pulled into
that same Arco four years ago.

M Fear and loathing on our planet seem
to have reached delirious new highs. What
many have been living through these past
few years must seem like a bad, hallucino-
genic dream, full of explosion and blood-
shed. Where’s Hunter S. Thompson
when we need him? The “war president”
has given us war on and occupation of
Afghanistan, war on and occupation of
Iraq, war on and preoccupation with terror
in all its possible gruesome manifesta-
tions, and whatever’s next is anybody’s
guess. There’s more money piled up in less
bank accounts in direct proportion to more
bodies sleeping on more city streets than
we’ve ever seen. There are more people
screaming at more people for more hateful
reasons than we ever knew existed. We
used to say to those guys running the show
in Washington, even if we knew it was far-
fetched, “Watch yourself, you work for
us.” Those words never rang so hollow as
they do right now. I don’t recognize my
own country. Somebody tell me if you spot
it. There are 257 days left before that first
Tuesday in November. Leave no chad
hanging.

(You can E-mail Ron Smith @
EdgeoftheWest@aol.com.)



Santa Monica Daily Press Q Thursday, February 19, 2004 0 Page 5

OPINION

Visit Las Vegas — it’s a must.

From here, one just has to get on the
1-15 north to arrive in Las Vegas in about
four hours. It will be bumper to bumper
at times, but it’s worth it. Every dollar
saved by not buying a plane ticket is
another chip for the slot machines.

Of course, the choice to fly is always
there. Nowadays, a round trip fare to Las
Vegas can be as low as $100 and arrival
time is within the same hour as departure.

In the ’70s, flight attendants (stew-
ardesses back then) would ask everyone
to place a dollar in a bag and their board-
ing pass in another. The person whose
pass was drawn collected the money.

Thirty years later the big-money
excitement is equally as sophisticated.
Upon walking off the plane at McCarran
International Airport during my first
visit to Vegas, I was met by a receiving
line of slot machines. Their bright lights
and polished chrome smiled welcome.
Such warm hospitality!

While waiting for my suitcase, I was
able to bet the $20 my friend gave me to
gamble for her. Imagine. I could’ve been

up” before ever leaving the airport.

And that’s just the beginning.

Another feature that makes Las Vegas
a fierce competitor amongst other tourist
destinations is the short 10-minute taxi
ride between the airport and the strip.
Before you know it, the cab driver will
have delivered you to your hotel. You’ll
be equipped with the latest Celine Dion
saga and Siegfried and Roy joke; you’ll
have made it through the hotel check-in
line; and, you’ll find yourself forever
lost in the casino searching for your
hotel room.

You’d think the Vegas hoteliers
would have spent more time and consid-

eration mapping the flow within their
hotels before painting their ceilings sky
blue with white fluffy clouds. What sort
of first impression is it for jet-legged,
small-town  tourists

drive from the center of Vegas. In the early
’30s, men died building the monolithic
structure that provides electricity to
Southern California. Tourists can also drive
four or so more hours to

lugging their suitcases
through rows of slot
machines, clusters of
black jack tables and
unconcerned gamblers
drinking “free” booze?

Guest
Commentary

By Amy Perritt

view Arizona’s Grand
Canyon. The chasm
leaves one speechless.
But who needs a nat-
ural wonder of the world
when you’ve got Paris’

Isn’t Las Vegas
lucky to have such customer-oriented cab
drivers who keep bags in their cars for
clients who need to throw up? That’s
value-added service — service was when
my cab driver spent several hours one
morning calling around to hotels on
behalf of a customer who couldn’t
remember where he was staying.

“It happens,” the cab driver
explained. “You’re gambling and drink-
ing all night and then you step outside
and the sunshine and fresh air just hit
you.” Huh?

Anyway, I bet you Vegas cabbies
don’t accelerate their meter speed.

Kudos to the female waitresses in all
of the hotels. Rarely seen in most cities
today, these ambassadors abide by what
appears to be a dress code —high heels,
short skirts, tight tops and breasts with
deep cleavage squeezing out of them.
Amongst the smoke-filled casinos deco-
rated with brown carpeting and orange
curtains, men hoot and holler from craps
tables raising their fists in the air.
Always on their feet, you wonder how
these women keep from spilling their
trays, heavy laden with beer bottles, all
over them.

There is the magnificent Hoover Dam
in Black Canyon just a short 25-minute

Eiffel Tower, New
York’s Statue of Liberty and a wax muse-
um full of stars including two versions of
Elvis Presley — fat and not-so-fat? These
landmarks are an easy walk from your
hotel, nestled between casinos in all shapes
and sizes for your gambling pleasure.

Viva Las Vegas! A look at sin city through virgin eyes

For the active tourist, there are full-
service fitness centers in the hotels — $30
for an all-day pass — if you could find
them. But who can afford to spend the
table price of two rounds of blackjack to
run on a treadmill when you’re down and
you owe your friend $20?

Still today, more than 50 years after
The Flamingo opened its doors, anything
goes in Vegas. I just wonder what mes-
sage we’re sending the children walking
around the casino at one o’clock in the
morning with their parents?

Visit Las Vegas ... at least once and for
48 hours max, 72 if you’re down.

(You can reach Amy at aperritt@hot-
mail.com).
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LOCAL

MTBE additive continues
to pose a health threat

BAN, from page 1

some lawsuits, like the ones levied by
Santa Monica City Hall. That initiative is
being led by House Majority Leader Tom
DeLay, R-Texas.

The Associated Press obtained a draft
of the proposed regulation that former
President Clinton’s EPA sent to the White
House on its last full day in office in
January 2001.

It said: “The use of MTBE as an addi-
tive in gasoline presents an unreasonable
risk to the environment.”

The EPA document went on to say that
“low levels of MTBE can render drinking
water supplies unpotable due to its offen-
sive taste and odor,” and the additive
should be phased out over four years.

“Unlike other components of gasoline,
MTBE dissolves and spreads readily in the
ground water ... resists biodegradation and
is more difficult and costly to remove.”

People say MTBE-contaminated water
tastes like turpentine.

The Santa Monica City Council in
December approved the settlement with
Shell, ChevronTexaco and ExxonMobil,
who have acknowledged their responsibili-
ty in contaminating half of the city’s drink-
ing water in 1996 by allowing the chemical
to seep into the ground water. The contam-
ination forced the closure of five of Santa
Monica’s 11 drinking water wells.

City Hall’s lawsuit was levied against
18 oil companies and manufacturers in
2000. City Hall has reached separate set-
tlement agreements with other companies
and hundreds of millions of dollars they
agreed to pay will be used to cover out-of-
pocket costs, and other city needs — like
continued water quality improvements
and water security.

Litigation is still ongoing with Texas-
based Lyondell Chemical, which has
refused to settle.

MTBE producers are Lyondell
Chemical and Valero Energy and the
Huntsman companies of Salt Lake City.

“This is a classic case of the Bush
administration helping its campaign con-
tributor friends at the expense of public
health,” said Frank O’Donnell, executive
director of the Clean Air Trust, a
Washington-based environmental group.

Huntsman spokesman Don Olsen,
echoing comments by other MTBE pro-
ducers, said, “We were not a huge cam-
paign contributor and this has absolutely
nothing to do with campaign donations. It
has to do with good public policy.”

There are dozens of cities throughout
the country that are battling with oil com-
panies because of MTBE contamination.
Before Santa Monica’s settlement, the
largest pay-out by oil companies relating
to MTBE was in Lake Tahoe for $69 mil-
lion, said Joe Lawerence, City Hall’s
assistant city attorney who led the lawsuit
against the companies.

“We’re the poster child for MTBE,
and it could take decades to clean this
up,” Deputy City Attorney Joe Lawrence
said when the settlement was announced.

In 2000, the MTBE industry’s lobby-
ing group told the Clinton administration
that limiting MTBE’s use by regulation
“would inflict grave economic harm on
member companies.”

Three MTBE producers account for
half the additive’s daily output.

The three contributed $338,000 to

George W. Bush’s presidential campaign,
the Republican Party and Republican con-
gressional candidates in 1999 and 2000,
twice what they gave Democrats, accord-
ing to the Center for Responsive Politics.
Since then, the three producers have given
just over $1 million to Republicans.

The industry says it has become a vic-
tim in a Washington power struggle.

“Because of MTBE there has been a
marked improvement in air quality and
reduction in toxics in the air,” Huntsman’s
spokesman, Olsen said. “Because of leak-
ing underground storage tanks in some rel-
atively few instances, MTBE found its way
into places it shouldn’t be. But that has
nothing to do with the product, which has
done exactly what it was designed to do.”

Said Valero Energy spokeswoman
Mary Rose Brown: “It would have been
impossible to fulfill the requirements of
the Clean Air Act without MTBE.”

A daily Washington newsletter dis-
closed the existence of the draft rule
shortly after Bush’s inauguration; outside
the industry, few people noticed.

At the direction of White House chief
of staff Andrew Card and Mitch Daniels,
then the White House’s budget director,
all government agencies withdrew their
pre-Inauguration Day draft regulations.

The EPA withdrew agency rules,
including the MTBE one, in mid-
February 2001, White House budget
office spokesman Chad Kolton said.

In subsequent months, agencies
rewrote many Clinton-era regulatory pro-
posals and went public with them. The
proposed MTBE regulation, however,
never surfaced.

“As legislation looked more promising
in 2002 and 2003, we focused our ener-
gies on supporting language in the
Senate’s energy bill,” Jeffrey Holmstead,
the EPA’s assistant administrator for air
quality, said in a statement last week.

“We have not ruled out the possibility
of seeking a solution” by regulation,
Holmstead said.

The EPA favors a phase out of MTBE
through legislation. But the legislation has
stalled and it no longer calls for a ban in
four years.

On their own, 17 states banned the
additive and dozens of communities are
suing the oil industry.

“Nobody’s talking about the trial
lawyers campaign contributions to their
supporters in Congress and its the trial
lawyers who are the force behind these
unjustified lawsuits,” said Brown of
Valero Energy.

To regulate MTBE, the EPA would
have to use the Toxic Substances Control
Act, which the agency considers cumber-
some and unwieldy.

MTBE industry representative Scott
Segal said, “It took EPA a decade to
develop enough data to justify issuing a
regulation for asbestos” under the law.
“Even then, the courts still blocked it.”

Bob Perciasepe, an EPA official during
the Clinton administration, said a regula-
tory approach would have provided “a
pressure point” to pass legislation.

Georgetown University law professor
Lisa Heinzerling said regulating MTBE
would be difficult, but “if we can’t use the
Toxic Substances Control Act to regulate
MTBE, which has contaminated water
supplies all over the country, then what
can you use it for?”
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Propositions could cost families $2,000 a year, critics say

PROPOSITION, from page 1

fail. The district oversees a budget in excess of $90 mil-
lion, Deasy added.

“If they don’t pass, we’re going to face an absolute,
catastrophic reduction of the budget, that’s really clear,”
he said. “It’s one of those things where there’s a difficult
decision, to encumber more debt, but there aren’t any
alternatives. It’s a pretty disturbing situation.”

Margaret Quinones, chair of the board of trustees at
SMC, agreed.

“Let’s just say it would gut a lot of our budget,” said
Quinones, who was part of a unanimous vote by the col-
lege board earlier this month to endorse the paired propo-
sitions. “Not only our budget, but other colleges in
California — and schools.”

SMC has a lot riding on the propositions because of
the proposed budget issued last month by Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger. Among other things, the proposed
budget calls for 3 percent growth at the college — and
the funding to do it — as well as a cost-of-living increase
for college workers of 1.84 percent and anywhere from

$2.7 million to $3.6 million in equalization funds to
reimburse SMC, which has long been the lowest-funded
community college in California.

“It’s kind of really a simple case of math,” SMC
spokesman Bruce Smith said. “As (SMC president Piedad
F. Robertson) says, ‘All bets are off if these don’t pass.””

Robert Stern, president of the Center for
Governmental Studies, a non-profit, non-partisan group
that tracks government, said because funding to public
schools make up nearly half of the budget in California,
the impact will be widely felt if Prop. 57 and Prop. 58
don’t pass on March 2.

Stern, who recently completed an analysis of the
propositions, said their success also will likely determine
Schwarzenegger’s reelection prospects. If the proposi-
tions don’t pass, Schwarzenegger likely will be forced to
make major cuts, as well as raise taxes.

“If it doesn’t pass, the state is likely to be out of cash
in June,” Stern said.

Opponents of Prop. 57 say California’s woes could be
eliminated by reducing state spending by 13.4 percent.
They say the proposition will cost each family in the state

Some elderly drivers complain seat
belts difficult to put on, expert says

ELDERLY, from page 1

such as failing to yield or running a red light. Fifty-nine
percent of drivers 75 or older involved in crashes had
such a lapse, the same percentage as 15-year-old drivers.

For drivers 85 or older, perception lapses were cited in
67 percent of the accidents.

In Weller’s case, he claims he hit the gas pedal instead
of the brake when he rear-ended a Mercedes Benz at the
intersection of Fourth Street and Arizona Avenue. After
he hit the car, Weller accelerated 245 feet into the mar-
ket’s entrance. He then traveled more than 1,000 feet and
hit more than 100 items without braking, police say.

Old people also were more likely to get into crashes
while turning to the left, when drivers often must make
quick judgments, the study said. Drivers over 65 were 25
percent more likely to get in a crash than middle-age
drivers; drivers over 85 were 50 percent more likely to
get in a crash during a left turn.

The study, by the Texas Transportation Institute, ana-
lyzed Texas police records from 3.9 million crashes
between 1975 and 1999. Those crashes caused 90,036
fatalities.

According to federal statistics, there were 19.1 million
drivers 75 or older in 2001 -- about 10 percent of all driv-
ers. Peter Kissinger, president of the AAA Foundation for
Traffic Safety, said the nation could face a major public
health crisis as that number grows.

Still, AAA stopped short of recommending new laws
to govern elderly drivers. Twenty-two states already have
such laws. Florida requires drivers age 80 or older to
have their vision checked when they renew their licens-
es. New Hampshire and Illinois require road tests for
those 75 and older.

“We all age at different rates,” said Bella Dinh-Zarr,
AAA’s director of traffic safety. “As a country, we should
really be thinking of ways to help older drivers. There are
solutions to these problems and we need to think them
out before just giving up our keys.”

Lore Edidin, 81, of Falls Church, Va., said laws based
on age are unfair. But she also said seniors should be
realistic.

“I know my limitations. I don’t drive at night very
much and I don’t drive on highways. I limit my driving
to where I feel secure,” said Edidin, who regularly drives
short distances for her work as a counselor with a com-
munity center.

Barbara Harsha, executive director of the Governors
Highway Safety Association, said most safety groups
also oppose laws based solely on age because elderly
people like Edidin are good at regulating themselves.
Harsha prefers a system that would take licenses away
from drivers when either their families or their doctors
feel it’s medically necessary.

“It’s pretty hard to argue with approaching this from a
medical impairment perspective,” said Harsha.

She said she has asked Maryland’s medical review
board to consider revoking her 87-year-old father’s

license after he got into three crashes last year.

California officials, including State Sen. Sheila Kuehl,
met earlier this month in Santa Monica. The roundtable
discussion was centered around how to better regulate
senior citizens’ driving privileges. Legislative changes,
personal responsibility and frequent testing by the
Department of Motor Vehicles were some of the issues
discussed.

AAA says older motorists should consider taking spe-
cially designed driving courses. Thirty-five states now
provide insurance discounts for drivers who take such
courses.

Older drivers, with help from their physicians, also
should assess their driving skills regularly, AAA said.

Dinh-Zarr said vehicles can be modified to help older
drivers. Larger rear and side mirrors, larger and brighter
dashboard displays and seat belts that are easier to lock
would help, she said.

Elderly drivers wear their seat belts more often than
any other age group but often complain that the belts are
difficult to put on, Dinh-Zarr said. She also said better
lighting, larger signs and protected left-turn lanes at
intersections would help decrease accidents.

ARE YOU
BACKED UP?

IT'S EASY AND WILL SAVE YOU TIME
AND MONEY IN THE LONG RUN.

* Data backup packages start at $50 a month
* Daily and Weekly back ups available

* It's automatic!

* Recovery assistance available.

ZyLink

Call Zylink at 866.227.9539

$2,000 a year, either in possible additional taxes or by
taking away from other programs. On Prop. 58, oppo-
nents argue it’s a toothless plan that would not fix the
problem, because it’s full of loopholes and therefore
won’t do what it’s supposed to do, Stern explained.

Stern, whose analysis of both sides is expected to
appear this weekend in an issue of the San Diego Union-
Tribune, said Schwarzenegger’s plan is likely to work, if
it’s approved by voters.

“It will work to a certain extent,” he said. “There still
may be a deficit. A lot of this depends on the economy ...
but there will be a huge deficit if they don’t pass and it
will have to be addressed, regardless of what the econo-
my does ...

“These propositions will tell us how Californians feels
about California — whether they want to invest in
California, or whether they basically want services cut.”
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BUSINESS

GlVlng back: Why now
may be an opportune time
for charitable planning

IT’S YOUR
: i BUSINESS
-‘I By John Kim

Many people assume charitable giving
simply involves giving money away,
never to be seen again. But implementing
a charitable giving program may actually
help investors achieve important financial
goals while saving substantially on taxes.
And current market and interest rate con-
ditions can make certain charitable gifting
vehicles even more beneficial.

A properly structured gifting program
can create a source of income for you and
your beneficiaries, as well as provide
potential income, estate and gift tax bene-
fits. You may, for example, receive an
immediate charitable income tax deduc-
tion on your gift to charity (subject to AGI
limits). And placing assets in certain char-
itable vehicles removes them, and any
subsequent appreciation, from your
estate. That could lower your future estate
tax liability. Finally, today’s low interest
rates have the effect of reducing the value
of certain gifts to family made through
charitable gifting vehicles (which means a
lower possible gift tax liability).

Most people are accustomed to charita-
ble giving in response to direct requests or
specific fundraising campaigns. But there
are numerous, potentially more tax-
advantaged, ways to give to charity.
Investors can contribute cash or securities
to donor-advised funds, charitable trusts,
private family foundations and other char-
itable giving vehicles. Two of these vehi-
cles — charitable remainder trusts and
charitable gift annuities — have become
particularly attractive to some investors
seeking income in today’s low-yield envi-
ronment. And for certain individuals, the
combination of low-interest rates and
depreciated stock values has created an
ideal climate for charitable lead trusts,
another type of gifting strategy.

CHARITABLE REMAINDER
TRUSTS

Charitable remainder trusts can help
investors create a current payout stream,
diversify assets, receive a potential
income tax charitable deduction and leave
money to charity, without paying immedi-
ate capital gains tax. This type of trust
provides investors with annual payouts
for the length of the trust’s term, with the
remainder of the assets in the trust going
to charity at the end of that term.

There are two types of Charitable
Remainder Trusts: The Charitable
Remainder Annuity Trust (CRAT) and the
Charitable Remainder Unitrust (CRUT).
The CRAT can pay out a fixed amount to
the investor each year, based on the initial
value of the trust. The fixed payout may
appeal to investors with shorter time frames
who are concerned about market volatility.
The CRUT also pays out annual amounts,
but payouts vary based on the annual value

GOOD THING YOu

of the assets in the trust throughout its term.
Because payouts are variable, the CRUT
may be more appropriate for investors who
have longer time horizons and expect mar-
ket values to rise over time.

CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITIES

A charitable gift annuity (CGA) is
another strategy that can create fixed
annual payout streams. Gifting to a CGA
requires an investor to enter into a con-
tract with his or her charity of choice. In
exchange for a gift usually consisting of
cash or securities, the investor receives
fixed annuity payments from a charity for
life, starting at the time of the gift or at a
future date of the investor’s choosing.

Typically, the investor receives a
potential charitable income tax deduction
equal to the value of the transferred asset,
minus the present value of the lifetime
annuity payouts. Each annuity payment to
the investor is partially income tax-free.

CHARITABLE LEAD TRUSTS

The decreased stock values that prevail
today have been painful for many
investors. But coupled with the current
low interest rates, the lower stock values
have actually created a unique opportuni-
ty for some investors who create
Charitable Lead Trusts. The interest rate
used to compute the value of the gift for
gift tax purposes has been at or near
record lows. The lower the interest rate,
the lower the value of the gift (which
means a lower possible gift tax liability).

Once investors transfer assets to a CLT,
the designated charity receives a fixed
annual payout from the trust for a speci-
fied term. The gift is equal to the value of
the transferred asset, minus the present
value of the annual payouts to charity.
Any assets remaining at the end of the
trust’s term pass to the beneficiaries des-
ignated by the investor in the trust docu-
ment (often the investor's children) free of
estate and gift taxes. (CLTs are not
exempt from income or capital gains tax).
For this reason, a CLT can be particularly
beneficial if its assets substantially appre-
ciate in value during the term of the trust.

We all have personal reasons for giving
to charity, but many of us give out of a
common desire to share our good fortune
with others. And while the current market
environment may have impacted that
good fortune, it has also created some
powerful opportunities for wealth man-
agement. Talk to a professional about how
implementing a charitable giving program
can help you meet your financial, estate
planning and philanthropic goals.

(John S. Kim is a financial consultant
with Smith Barney, located in Beverly Hills.
Call (310) 205-4939 for more information
or visit www.fc.smithbarney.com/jkim. This
article is based, in whole or in part, on
information provided by the planning serv-
ices department of Smith Barney. Smith
Barney does not provide tax or legal
advice. Consult your own tax and/or legal
advisor for such guidance. Smith Barney is
a division and service mark of Citigroup
Global Markets Inc., member SIPC).
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Study shows more immigrants

settling outside

BY MICHAEL R. BLOOD

Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — For many immigrants, the
American dream has a different address.

California’s share of the nation’s new arrivals dropped
sharply between 1990 and 2000, snapping a long-standing
trend as immigrants looked elsewhere in the country for
jobs and housing, University of Southern California
researchers said Tuesday.

California, which attracted 38 percent of new immi-
grants in the 1990 census, saw that proportion tumble to
about 25 percent in the 2000 population index. In that
time, 34 states lured a larger share of immigrants, with
Texas, Georgia and North Carolina recording the largest
gains, researchers said.

“Immigration has crested in California and it’s subsid-
ing. It’s not going to come back here to the same extent,”
said USC professor Dowell Myers, the study’s lead author.

Newcomers “discovered all these other locations
where they could live more cheaply and find jobs,”
Myers said. “We think the trends are going to continue
downward. This is a permanent change.”

California has long been a magnet for immigration, and
its share of newcomers climbed dramatically between
1970 and 1990, according to the school’s study, which was
based on U.S. Census Bureau data and funded by USC’s
Urban Initiative and the nonpartisan Haynes Foundation.

In 1970, the state attracted 23 percent of new arrivals
in the country. That jumped to 32 percent in the 1980
census and 38 percent by 1990.

The turnaround in 2000, a drop to 25 percent, was a
13-percentage point dive — a far larger decline than in
any other state, researchers found.

The total number of immigrants coming to the state
remained roughly constant between 1990 and 2000. The
difference is that as the number of new immigrants
increased nationwide, California became home for a small-
er share compared to other states.

New York, a historic destination of choice for many
immigrants, also saw its share of new arrivals drop in the
2000 census by about 2 percentage points compared to a
decade earlier, from 14 percent to 12 percent, the study said.

In turning away from California, immigrants settled
widely and no state gained more than 2 percentage points
between 1990 and 2000.

Texas’ share was pegged at 10 percent in 2000, from
about 8 percent in the 1990 census. North Carolina
climbed to 2 percent, from less than 1 percent. Georgia’s
share was notched at close to 3 percent, up from 1 percent.

In other states, “immigrants are popping up all over,”
Myers said.

Myers said the economic downturn in the 1990s was
the driving force that compelled immigrants to look
beyond California.

California

“You might say the immigrants over-
flowed the state. And with the trigger of
the recession, it just pushed them out.”

— DOWELL MYERS
USC professor

“You might say the immigrants overflowed the state.
And with the trigger of the recession, it just pushed them
out,” Myers said.

The study also found the financial well-being of the
state’s immigrants has improved.

The percentage of impoverished immigrants arriving
in the state dropped slightly, and “evidence shows that
poverty rates amongst immigrants fell substantially when
they are observed 10 and 20 years after their arrival,” the
report said.
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WESTSIDE/CENTRAL

More Service Metro Bus

Coming February 1 te a neighborheod near you -
Metro Bus iz adding service on 11 lines, extending
the routes of three others and intreducing two new
lines. Fer details on specific service improvements,
visit metro.net

Crenshaw Boulevard Gets Rapid
Making fewer stops and manning up to 25% faster
than lecal lines, the efficient red Metro Rapid buses
begin gervice on Crenshaw Boulevard February 2
New Metro Rapid Line 710 will run on Crenshaw
between Hollywood and the South Bay.

Metro Service Meeting Set For Feb. 5

Want to find out what's geing on with bus service
in Metro Westside fCentral? Attend their
governance council meeting Thursday, February 5,
starting at 2 p.m, a1 the La f_i||‘|1-.*|_:.'|. Tenniz Center,
325 5. La Cienega Boulevard, Los Angeles

Metro Job Fair On February 7

Cet a job as a Metro Bus operator or mechanic,
Metra is holding a bus operator recruitment job
fair on Saturday, February 7, from & a.m. to 2 pm
at it= headquarters at the intersection of Vignes
Street and Cesar E. Chavez Avenue in downtown
Los Angeles. Call 213-922-DRIVE

Just Go Metro

Saying Los Angeles County Metropolitan
Transportation Authority takes too long.
Whether it's |'i|.||}]:||. transportation, carpoal lanes,
freeway service patrol, street and highway
improvements, bike paths or |'|clg||l delivery
enhancement, just Go Metro.
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Metro

Chiropractic & Accupuncture
: Vita Wellness

MAXIMUM FAMILY CARE IN ONE LOCATION

Victoria D. Lucas
D.C., LAc. QME

310-449-1222
2222 Santa Monica Blvd. e Ste. 203 * Santa Monica, CA 90404

HAVE ANY FEARS?

Public Speaking? Doctors? Flying?
Exams? Auditions? Spider? Heights?
Make Them Disappear!

John McGrail C.Ht.

Certifified Hypnotherapist
(310) 235-2882

Serving OCEAN PARK and nearby beach communities

M Monte fartman

Real Estate Services

oceanparkhomes.com

(310)
4485968

— rands— te Protecting the most valuable
=Erranie-fp Ammodity in L.A. ... YOUR TIME!

M Detail oriented attention to your daily tasks M Care of plants and pets
M Chauffered limo service W Complete tech support for your home/office/small biz
M Your personal concierge

Major Credit Cards Accepted e Virtually anything you need! Just ask!

M Relocation services

400 S. Beverly Dr., Ste 214 in Beverly Hill

Check us out at our website: www.errandsetc.biz
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Democrats down to two men going into ‘Super Tuesday’

BY NEDRA PICKLER

Associated Press Writer

MIDDLETON, Wis. — The race for
the Democratic nomination narrowed to a
two-man contest between front-runner
John Kerry and plucky rival John Edwards
on Wednesday after Howard Dean ended
his bid before the campaign spread to the
10 crucial “Super Tuesday” states.

Kerry won the primary with about 40
percent of the vote while Edwards fin-
ished a close second with 34 percent.
Dean, who had banked his future on a
strong showing in Wisconsin, drew just 18
percent. The former Vermont governor
then decided to end his campaign, two
party officials told The Associated Press.

Dean planned to oversee a new effort
to keep his issues alive and his supporters
organized on behalf of Democratic caus-
es, party officials told the AP on condition
of anonymity. Dean would eventually
support the Democratic Party’s nominee,
they said, and he was considering whether
to endorse one of his rivals.

For Edwards, second place in
Wisconsin was a boon to a campaign that
was not expected to survive a weak finish.
He promised to campaign across the
country and contended his organization
was in strong shape financially.

“The voters of Wisconsin sent a clear
message,” Edwards said Tuesday night.
“The message was this: Objects in your

“We play everywhere, unlike John Edwards and
Howard Dean and anyone else in the race.”

— STEVE ELMENDORF
John Kerry’s deputy campaign manager

mirror may be closer than they appear.”

Kerry gave no indication he was fazed
by the Edwards surge in Wisconsin.
“We’re going to win the nomination,”
Kerry told the AP.

Kerry’s advisers pointed out that even
though Edwards closed the gap in
Wisconsin, Kerry still has won 15 of 17
contests. Edwards has only one, South
Carolina, where he was born.

“We play everywhere, unlike John
Edwards and Howard Dean and anyone
else in the race,” said Steve Elmendorf,
Kerry’s deputy campaign manager. “The
problem these other candidates have is they
are not competing in a serious way to get
enough delegates to get the nomination.”

The March 2 contests are in California,
New York, Ohio, Minnesota, Vermont,
Georgia, Rhode Island, Massachusetts,
Connecticut and Maryland. At stake will
be 1,151 delegates, more than half the
total needed to claim the nomination.

Utah, Idaho and Hawaii will vote next
Feb. 24, but with only 61 delegates up for
grabs total, those states will not be a focus

DID YOU KNOW?: The

referee with 24 footballs for each National Football League game.

of the campaign.

Aides say Edwards’ populist message
will resonate in Ohio and upstate New
York, areas hard hit by job losses. The
Southern-bred candidate also should do
well in Georgia. California is by far the
day’s biggest prize, with 370 delegates,
followed by New York with 236.

In the final days of the Wisconsin race,
Edwards criticized Kerry’s support of the
North American Free Trade Agreement.
The message found a receptive audience:
In exit polls, three-fourths of voters said
trade with other countries takes jobs from
their state.

Edwards and Kerry split the vote
among those voters, though the North
Carolina senator did better than the front-
runner among voters who cited the econo-
my and jobs as top issues.

Kerry repeatedly told the state’s voters
that he would review all trade agreements
upon taking office, seeking to protect labor
and environmental standards. His position
has satisfied labor unions, and the AFL-
CIO plans to endorse Kerry on Thursday.

Edwards finished far better than pre-
primary polls suggested he would, his
surge fueled by the highest Republican
turnout of the primary season and voters
who made up their minds in the last week.
His deepest support was in the GOP sub-
urbs of Milwaukee.

“That’s been happening in other pri-
maries too,” Edwards said in an interview.
“Republicans who would consider voting
Democratic and independents are the peo-
ple we have to win over to win the gener-
al election. That’s why I’m the best candi-
date to take on George Bush.”

The strong GOP turnout was boosted by
city government elections in Milwaukee
and a controversial referendum on casino
gambling by an Indian tribe.

Primaries in Georgia, Ohio and
Vermont on March 2 will be open to all
voters as will the caucuses in Minnesota.

Now the only Democrat with a glimmer
of hope to beat Kerry, Edwards is pushing
for a one-on-one debate with the front-run-
ner before next month’s showdown.

The Democratic race once had 10 can-
didates, but the field is now down to four,
including Dennis Kucinich and Al
Sharpton, two candidates who haven’t
won a single contest.

After coming in a distant third in
Wisconsin, Dean told supporters, “We are
not done.” However, advisers said his
campaign was effectively over.

home team must provide the

NISSAN OPEN
presented by

COUNTRYWIDE

February 14-22, 2004
Riviera Country Club

Mike Weir
2003 Champion

DAILY TICKET.

$25 Adults

$80 Weekly Badge

The Nissan Open presented by Countrywsde is managed by the Los Angeles Junior Chamber of Commeérce

$20 Seniors (Over 55)
$15 Juniors (Under 17)

$180 Discount Book of 10

WATCH THE BEST PLAYERS ON THE PGA TOUR COMPETE FOR $4.8 MILLION

ORDER YOUR TICKETS

BY CALLING

ORDER ONLINE AT

ROGER DUNN
GLLF SHWPS

1-800-752-OPEN

OR

www.nissanopen.pgatour.com
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Fuel train blows up hundreds

By The Associated Press

TEHRAN, Iran — Runaway train cars carrying fuel
and industrial chemicals derailed in northeastern Iran on
Wednesday, setting off explosions that killed more than
200 people, injured hundreds and destroyed five vil-
lages, according to the official Islamic Republic News
Agency.

The freight train cars — hauling sulfur, fuel oil and
other industrial chemicals — blew up outside the city of
Neyshabur, 400 miles east of Tehran, the capital, IRNA
reported.

Fifty-one freight cars were waiting at the Abu
Muslim train station near Neyshabur when they were set
in motion by “some vibrations,” the agency reported
without elaborating.

The train cars, picking up speed and moving without
an engine or conductor, overturned when they reached
Khayyam, the next stop, starting a blaze. It wasn’t
immediately clear how far they’d traveled.

Firefighters trying to put out the fire when the cars
exploded were among the dead, IRNA said.

At least 300 people were injured. IRNA quoted local
officials as saying most of the casualties were in five
nearby villages that were destroyed.

Bishop should’ve stopped, police say

By The Associated Press

PHOENIX — Authorities say Bishop Thomas
O’Brien would be a free man had he simply stopped and
waited for police after striking and killing a jaywalking
pedestrian with his car.

But O’Brien sped away instead, and a jury on
Tuesday found him guilty of leaving the scene of a fatal
accident — believed to be the first-ever felony convic-
tion for a U.S. Roman Catholic bishop.

The 68-year-old bishop said he thought his car hit a
dog or was struck by a rock on the night of June 14,
when he slammed into 43-year-old Jim Reed, who had
been drinking and was not in a crosswalk.

Now, O’Brien could receive from probation to three
years and nine months in prison. No sentencing date has
been set.

O’Brien, who appeared in court each day wearing his
clerical attire, showed no emotion after the verdict was
read Tuesday. He and his attorney left the courtroom
without comment.

Bill Ryan, a spokesman for the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops, said he doesn’t think the conviction
will lead to restrictions against O’Brien’s participation
in the church.

‘Do not call’ supporters claim victory

By The Associated Press

DENVER — Consumers annoyed with telephone
sales won a big victory when a federal appeals court
upheld the popular do-not-call registry, but telemar-
keters refused to concede defeat, predicting the legal
wrangling would go all the way to the Supreme Court.

The 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals on Tuesday
dismissed claims the list violates free speech rights and
is unfair to business, saying it is a legitimate safeguard
against “the danger of telemarketing abuse.”

Telemarketing officials promised not to pester people
on the list for now — but also vowed to pore over the

appeals court ruling for holes that may help them in
future appeals.

“We haven’t accepted it at face value. We think it is
best to move forward, but that does not mean we don’t
think there are problems. There are problems,” said
Louis Mastria, spokesman for the Direct Marketing
Association.

The appeals court said the registry of more than 56
million phone numbers is a reasonable attempt by gov-
ernment to protect privacy.

Was first mad cow lame?

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A House committee is challeng-
ing the Agriculture Department’s view that the nation’s
first cow sick with deadly mad cow disease was lame.

Contrary to the department, three eyewitnesses at the
Washington state plant where the Holstein was slaugh-
tered on Dec. 9 say the cow appeared healthy, lawmak-
ers on the House Government Reform Committee said
in a letter Tuesday to Agriculture Secretary Ann
Veneman.

The issue is significant because Agriculture
Department officials that monitor meat plants target
“downer” cattle — animals that are sick, injured or that
exhibit symptoms of disease — for testing of mad cow,
a brain-wasting illness. Critics have argued that the
agency needs also test healthy animals as a safeguard
against the illness, which can incubate for four or five
years.

Committee chairman Tom Davis, R-Va., and Rep.
Henry Waxman (D-Santa Monica), the senior Democrat
on the committee, questioned the adequacy of the gov-
ernment’s mad cow testing program.

“If the new information is accurate, USDA’s surveil-
lance system may need to be significantly expanded,”
they said.

Attack at Polish base Kills at least eight Iraqi civilians

BY MATT MOORE

Associated Press Writer

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Two trucks
packed with explosives blew up
Wednesday outside a Polish-run base south
of Baghdad after coalition forces opened
fire on the suicide bombers racing toward
them. Eight Iraqi civilians were killed and
at least 65 people were wounded.

The two drivers also were Kkilled,
according to the U.S. military, but no infor-
mation about their identities was available.

Also Wednesday, U.S. troops reported
capturing seven suspected militants
believed linked to al-Qaida in a raid in the
central Iraqi city of Baqouba.

Troops from the 4th Infantry Division
carried out the raid targeting an “anti-
coalition cell” that may have ties to
Osama bin Laden’s terror group, a state-
ment from U.S command said.

Seven suspects specifically targeted in
the raid and 15 other people were
detained, the statement said.

Baqouba is in the so-called “Sunni
Triangle,” north and west of Baghdad, the
heartland of anti-U.S. violence in Iraq.

In the suicide assault, the Polish com-
mander of the region, Gen. Mieczyslaw
Bieniek, called the bombings near the
base in Hillah, 60 miles south of Baghdad,
a “well-coordinated attack.”

U.S. officials have predicted an

“The enemy’s strategy is fairly clear. They plan to
isolate us from the Iraqi people.”

— LT. GEN. RICARDO SANCHEZ
Coalition military commander

increase in attacks as the June 30 date for
the transfer of sovereignty to Iraq
approaches. Some insurgents fear their
campaign could lose steam once power is
returned to Iraqis, U.S. officials believe.
However, major differences remain on
how to choose a new government.

“The enemy’s strategy is fairly clear,”
coalition military commander Lt. Gen.
Ricardo  Sanchez told  reporters
Wednesday in Tikrit. “They plan to isolate
us from the Iraqi people.”

The bombing happened after 7:15 a.m.
when two trucks loaded with explosives
approached the front of the coalition base
known as Camp Charlie. Guards fired at
the vehicles, causing one to explode, said
Lt. Col. Robert Strzelecki. The other
struck a concrete barrier and exploded.

Eleven homes near the base collapsed in
the blast and others were damaged, entire
sides blown off. Debris littered the area.

Mohyee Mokheef, a 50-year-old cafe
owner, who lives near the camp, said he
was having breakfast with his family

when he heard a faint first explosion and
a second, louder one that shattered the
windows in his home.

“I went out and walked toward the base,
and I saw about eight damaged houses,”
he told The Associated Press. “T saw dead
and injured Iraqis lying on the ground.”

Men, women and children were among
the dead. The wounded included at least
32 Iraqis, 12 Filipinos, 10 Poles and 10
Hungarians, officials said. One American
soldier was hurt. The wounded Poles and
Hungarians were all coalition soldiers; the
wounded Filipinos included seven sol-
diers, two police officers and three civil-
ian health workers.

Poland leads a multinational force of
about 9,500 soldiers in south-central Iraq.

The violence also came as members of
the U.S.-appointed Governing Council
distanced themselves further from the
U.S. idea of holding regional caucuses to
elect an interim government after the
planned June 30 handover of power.

In Baghdad, Mouwafak al-Rubaie, a

Shiite Arab member of the Governing
Council, said Wednesday that the idea of
using caucuses was “gone with the wind,”
adding that the only solution palatable to
Iraqis are general elections, as demanded
by Shiite clerics.

“Anything else will make things worse
and the results will be damaging to Iraq,”
he said. “Only elections will give the
legitimacy needed for any future political
process or body.”

Secretary of State Colin Powell said
Tuesday that the United States was com-
mitted to giving the Iraqi people control
of their country by July 1 but remained
open to ideas from the United Nations
about how to choose the interim govern-
ment. The world body is expected to give
a report this week.

On Tuesday, the United States also
unveiled a list of 32 wanted people,
including suspected cell leaders, former
members of Saddam’s military and
regional Baath leaders thought to be help-
ing the insurgency.

At least seven of the names were for-
mer colonels or other high-ranking offi-
cers in Saddam’s military who held
important posts in the Baath party.

Atop the list, with a $1 million reward,
is Mohammed Yunis al-Ahmad, a former
top Baath Party official. Rewards between
$50,000 and $200,000 were offered for
the others.
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YOUR NEXT JIFFY LUBE

Signature Service Oil Change.

+ a FREE VIP Card

($30 value. See store for details.)

Bring in this coupon to the Santa Monica Jiffy Lube and pay $21.99 plus tax and environmen-
ElferYiroztea up to 5 quarts, for a complete Signature Service Ol Change Not vatd with
other discounts or offers of synthetic oil. OFFER EXPIRES 2/29/04.

Each Jifty Lube

independently owned and operated. SM-DP 8

2344 Pico Blvd. in Santa Monica (at Cloverfield)

(310) 392-1994

$15 Special

FREE California Roll & FREE Miso Soup

with $15 purchase or more

Sushi Special

Buy 1 get second item free
Exp. Feb. 28, 2004

2645 LINCOLN BLVD.IN SANTA MONICA
(AT OCEAN PARK INSIDE THOMAS’ COFFEE SHOP)

(310) 452-2265

SUN ¢ FUN » GREAT FOOD

BEER  WINE « MUSIC

SPORTS TV « 2 OUTDOOR PATIOS
SMOKING ALLOWED
REASONABLE PRICES! CHILDREN WELCOME!

1615 Ocean Front, Santa Monica (310) 393-2666
At Santa Monica Beach in front of the historic merry-go round, just
below & southeast of the pier. This location has been here since 1902




Santa Worica Dailp Wress

Santa Monica Daily Press 0 Thursday, February 19, 2004 0 Page 13

CLASSIFIEDS

S3°° per day.Up to 15 words, 20 cents gach additional word.

Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative

Employment

For Sale

Furniture

Pets
Boats

$3 - 5K per week income poten-
tial work from home, NOT MLM.
(800)570-3782 Ext. 4020.

ADVERTISING
SALES
INTERNSHIP

Learn about the fast paced and
creative world of advertising!
Create real world ad campaigns,
work with customers, gain
experience in proposal writing,
media planning and outstanding
customer service. Must be
computer literate, have an
outgoing personality and enjoy
multi-tasking. Email resume to
ross@smdp.com or call
310-458-7737 x 104

Fimla Women Dy P

ADVERTISING SALES

Work with clients to figure out
their message, package it
cleverl, get results. Must be
persistent and willing to make
the calls, knock on doors,
network fiercely. One third
selling,one third PR and Mar-
keting, one third keeping
yourself organized. This can
be fun for the right person,
misery for the wrong person.
Front loaded commission pro-
gram enables you to start
making money right away, if
you have what it takes. Great
long term potential for the
right personality. Energetic
office full of resources to help
you grow as a professional.
Must be a self starter, high
energy and computer literate.
Send resume and cover letter
to ross@smdp.com.

Sana Morica Daify Press

APARTMENT ASST. MANAG-
ERS: immediate opening, cou-
ple needed for senior bldg. Sal-
ary plus benefits . Fax to (310)
451-1628 (E.O.E.)

AUTO DETAILER wanted. No
experience required will train.
California drivers license/clean
DMV required. Apply with DMV
printout P/T.F/T $7/hr 310-459-
6800, Greg

CHIROPRACTIC OFFICE
seeks exp. massage
therapist/medica asst. Please
call 310-449-1222 or fax
resume to 310-449-1228

DENTAL ASSISTANT Santa
Monica. Great office! P/T, F/T
Please fax resume
310-394-0697

PRIVATE DUTY Malibu RN and
CNA. Days LVN Nights/12/hr
call Bonnie 323-782-0303 or
fax/resume 310-456-3950

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos Rent
Houses for Rent

Roomates

Commerical Lease

GOOD OPPORTUNITY for F/T
or P/T employment. R.N., up to
$85K/year & M.S.W/Master in
Social Work up to $55K/year
needed for Adult Day Health
center in M.D.R 310-821-3599
Fax 310-821-3387

Help make the world a better place
and earn extra cash as a Tele
Fundraiser. Raise money for the
Democratic National Committee,
PBS Radio and TV Stations,
Symphonies, Operas and Theatres.
Work for MSGI!!

Now is your chance to join a dynam-
ic fund raising organization that
offers employees flexible schedules,
paid training, and an hourly salary
plus bonuses. Start to make a dif-
ference today by calling Danni at
310-760-0770 ext. 400 or email us at
submissions@sdatel.com.

HOLIDAY INN Santa Monica is
now hiring for the following
positions:Assistant
maintenance worker, F/T,
evening shift w/hotel experience
f/t A.M. Host positions w/restau-
rant experience. F/T
Waiter/server w/restaurant ex-
perience. F/T Housekeeper &
houseperson, FIT
Concierge/Bellman  positions.
Apply in Person Tuesday 3-5pm
and Thursday 3-5pm@ 120
Colorado Ave. Santa Monica.
No phone calls please.

NEED SECURITY p/t am&pm
in Santa Monica call (714)531-
0555.

RETAIL SALESPERSON Music
Store Must be familiar with
band & orchestra instruments-
computer point of sale- friendly
attitude. Fax resume to
310-453-0619

SALES PROFESSIONAL

THE DAILY PRESS is seeking
a qualified, aggressive, tele-
phone representative to help us
develop new business in classi-
fied advertising. Must have ex-
perience in telephone sales, not
afraid to make 80 - 100 calls
per day and be a self starter.
Must be well spoken, computer
literate, and possess a passion
for customer service. Please
send resumes to :
ross@smdp.com

WORK P/T No experience
needed, evenings, $8/hr, flexi-
ble schedule. Call (888)263-
9886 .

DINING ROOM
TABLE/CHAIRS, SOFA BED,
COLOR T.V.S, QUEEN BED
SET, LOUNGE CHAIRS, END
TABLE & LAMPS, MISC. EV-
ERYTHING LIKE NEW! MOV-
ING, MUST SELL! WLA AREA
310-922-7499

RECLINER FOR sale, A Sears
workbench and Montgomery
Ward side-by-side refrigerator
2444-4th Street Santa Monica
310-664-1052

GOLDEN RETRIEVER Pups
Gorgeous! AKC-OSA Cham-
pion lines, must see! $600-$700
Male & Female 909-790-5918

C Tord_

OF SANTA MONICA

’02 Ford Mustang
5-Speed, A/C, P/W,
P/Locks, SHARP CAR!
(ID#F116156) $9,989

'01 Ford F150
V6, automatic, P/W, P/C,
(ID#A29098) $14,995

'97 Ford Explorer
Eddie Bauer Edition
Leather, Alloys, Sun Roof,

Low Miles, Multi-Disc

(ID#C05419) $9,889

Low

0363) $§,995

'99 Dodge Quad Cab
Pick Up, Oversize Tires &

Wheels, Auto, A/C, Sharp
(ID#610134) $13,989

'99 Ford Explorer
Red, A/C, Leather
(ID#71978) $10,989

’02 Ford Explorer XLT

V8, Leather, Loaded, Black
MANAGER SPECIAL

(ID#A61068) $18,995

BRING US YOUR
TRADE-INS

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage

Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Claude Short

Auto Sales Dealer

’01 DODGE
DURANGO R/T
VIN 544097 Loaded, Leather
only 31K, 1owner $19,995

’94 JAGUAR XJ6
VIN 687617 Pristine cond.
6 disc changer wire wheels

$10,000

’97 BMW 328i
convertible VIN T98113 Super
clean low miles $18,500

’98 DODGE GRAND
CARAVAN LE
VIN 530531 $9000

’03 DODGE VIPER
VIN 500992 Rare red car w/
black top 43 mls $85,000

’03 HONDA CIVIC LX
1400 miles VIN 603898
$14,000

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712

Business Opportunities

Yard Sales

Health and Beauty

Fitness

Wealth and Success

Lost and Found

Personals
Obituaries

LBOGK
LEXUS/VOLKSWAGEN

OF SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

(A

As Low as 1.9%

Financing on
Selected Models.
Limited Term OAC.

2001 LEXUS GS 430

4D Sedan, 5-Speed Auto
Moon Roof, Alloy Wheels
(002870)

1998 LEXUS GS 300

4D, Sedan, 5-SD Automatic,
Alloy Wheels, Moon Roof
(019197)

2001 BMW X5

4D SUV, Automatic, Leather,
Moon Roof (H14719)

2002 VW GOLF GLS

4D Hatchback, 5-Speed
Air Conditioning (016284)

2002 VW GTI VR6

2D Hatchback, 5-Speed,
Leather, Moon Roof
(006117)

1100 Santa Monica Blvd

(310) 319-1661

LAcarGUYcom

SANTA MUNICA

Monumental
Savings!

’00 CAMRY XLE
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
(Y0239166) $14,788

’03 TOYOTA 4RUNNER
Limited, Just Traded
(38007245) Call for $$

’00 LANDCRUISER
Black, LOADED
(40111676) $33,995

’98 FORD F150
Lariat, Leather, Low Miles
(WKA76579) $12,450

00 VOLVO S80T6
Auto, Leather, Low Miles
(Y110204) $18,988

’02 MITSUBISHI GALANT
Loaded with goodies
(2E0303388) $10,998

’03 TOYOTA RAV4
Recent trade, Warranty
(30108392) $19,995

AD EXPIRES 2/23/04
All advertised prices exclude gov-
ernment fees and taxes, any
finance charges, any dealer doc-
ument preparation charges, and

any emission testing charge.

HURRY TO:
832 Santa Monica Bivd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUYcom

DRUM LESSONS in your
home! Great w/children & be-
ginners, first lesson FREE! Call
Tom (310)422-2699.

YOUR AD
HERE

ADVERTISE!!!

Santa Monica Daily
Press Classifieds

310.458.7737
Ask for Mitch

Claude Short Auto Sales

Offering Quality Service to the Westside since 1927

»03 Honda C
14K Miles!! vin#60389

Four Generations

Devoted Service

ivic
8 $14,000

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712




Page 14 0 Thursday, February 19, 2004 0 Santa Monica Daily Press

CLASSIFIEDS

INTRODUCTORY

MEDITATION Workshop Satur-
day 2/21 12:00pm-1:15pm
Fairview Branch Library 2102
Ocean Park Blvd, Santa Monica
www.meditation4joy.com
Suggested donation $10.00

$5 for students

BUILD CLIENTELE in
Brentwood. Share Studio
w/Esthetician ideal for Botox or
collagen injections. 310-451-
9980

For Rent

3RD STREET PROMENADE
Apts. Ocean views, remodeled
units 1+1, $1500-$2000, 2+2
$2100-$2500. 1453 3rd Street.
MOVE IN SPECIALS!
(310)862-1000.

BEVERLY HILLS ADJ.
$1175.00 Close to malls. On
Sweetzer. Bright 2bdrm/1ba,
laundry, parking, d/w, stove,
water & trash included newly
finished hardwood, fresh paint,
small pet OK.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BRENTWOOD $1250.00 Tradi-
tional 2bdrm/1ba. Upper, newer
carpet, fridge, stove, laundry &
parking. No pets.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthu nterz.com
(310)276-4663

VENICE GREAT LOCATION 1
BLOCK TO BEACH 2BD 11/2
BA, ALL NEW AMENITIES
INCLUDING REFRIGERATOR,
WASHER/DRYER, PRIVATE
PATIO, 1 PARKING $2100/MO
W/1YR LEASE GAS & WATER
PAID AVAILABLE NOW
310-403-8729

(asa Loma Apartment
101 Dudley Ave. Venice
NOW LEASING!
Steps to the beach
Singles and Studios
$695.00 to $1095.00

MOVE IN SPECIAL
FIRST MONTH FREE!
(Requires S.D. & 1 yr. lease)
1-888-399-1166

CULVER CITY $650.00 Quiet,
single, remodeled building,
pool, landscape, balcony, car-
pets. Convenient to shopping,
premises, dishwasher, fire-
place, refrigerator, stove.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

WWW. apartmenth unterz.com
(310)276-4663

The BEST
RENTALS
in VENICE

ELLy NEsis Co. INC
(310) 396-4443
ellynesis.com

MDR ADJ $675 large single up-
per w/private balcony. full kitch-
en, refriderator, very light, fresh-
ly painted. Laundry, parking &
no pets. (310)828-4481

PASADENA $725.00 Spacious
1bdrm/1ba, beamed ceilings,
very private, hardwood floors,
large closets, upper unit, air
conditioning.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

WWW. apartmenth unterz.com
(310)276-4663

WLA $1390/MO. 2 Bedrooms, 1
bath, hardwood floors, large
kitchen (310)391-8880.

LEASING CENTER

SANTA MONICA

(310) 899-9580

CENTURY WEST PROPERTIES
EXCEPTIONAL WESTSIDE RENTALS

1437 SEVENTH STREET, SUITE 200

COMPLEMENTARY RENTA
LEASING CONSULTATION
WALK-INS WELCOME 10AM — 6PM DAILY

L LIST &

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Bivd.

310-828-7525
SALES - RENTALS

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA
1241 9th st. $895

Upper single, remodeled,
fridge & stove,
Open Sat & Sun 11-4

933 5th st. $1195
Lower 1 bed, hardwood
floors, parking, walk to

Promenade

828 11th st. $1200
Upper 1 bed, balcony,
1/2 block to Montana Ave.

117 Strand $1400
Upper 1 bed, steps to beach
remodeled kitchen, parking

2655 30th St. $1500
Upper 2 bed, 2 bath, large,
approx 1200SF, 2 parking

BRENTWOOD
WEST LA

10906 S.M. Blvd.
West LA $750
Lower single, new carpet &
linoleum, near UCLA

11615 Darlington

Brentwood $1090

Upper 1 bed, new carpet &

stove, OPEN HOUSE Sat &
Sun 11am - 4pm

649 S. Barrington
Brentwood $1050
1 bed, FIRST MONTH
FREE RENT!!, pool, laundry

FOR MORE LISTINGS G0 T0

WWW ROQUE-MARK COM

SANTA  MONICA  $1100/mo

1bd, 1ba. Bright, light upper
front available immediately.
$1350/mo 2bd, 1ba rear lower
available. Stove, laundry, park-
ing, 310-394-4837

SANTA  MONICA  $1150/mo
Large 1bdrm, hardwood floors,
appliances, parking, laundry,
near college, cats ok
310-450-8748

SANTA MONICA $1195/mo
Best neighborhood,nice lower
front 1bd,1ba. Appliances,
redecorated, private patio Open
Daily 1318 Euclid #1
310-395-1495

SANTA MONICA  $1300/mo
2bd, 11/2ba, upper, -carpets,
blinds, refrigerator, stove,
laundry, parking. No pets. 9th
St. north of Wilshire
310-456-7137

SANTA MONICA $1550.00 N.
of Wilshire. Contemporary, spa-
cious, 2bdrm/2ba, stove, dish-
washer, parking, pet OK, W/D
in unit, mini-blinds, fridge.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmemhunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA $1790/mo. 2
bedroom, 2 bath, prime loca-
tion, parking available, hard-
wood floors.(310)451-2178.

SANTA MONICA $795.00 Low-
er Unit, Part. Furn., safe neigh-
borhood, bright, full kitchen, off
of Wilshire Blvd., utils. inc.,
amenities include Street park-
ing, Indry facilities, crpts, fur-
nished, refrig., stv, storage.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA
$1450/mo. New tiles,
appliances, hardwood floors,
bright/airy, beautifull garden
area. Franklin/Arizona
310-729-5367

SANTA  MONICA  1bd/1ba
$950/mo. New tile in kitchen &
bath. Beautiful view of beach. 2
blocks from College on 12th
Street. 310-925-5761

SANTA MONICA 2bdrm 2ba
$1575/mo, new carpet, new
paint, refrigerator, walk-in closet
call Gail 310-718-9158

SANTA MONICA ADJ.
Townhouse, $2000/mo 2bd,
2 1/2ba,vaulted ceilings,
washer/dryer, parking
310-391-8580

SANTA  MONICA N. of
Wiishire.1+1 upper unit, bright,
new carpet & paint. Close to
grocery, 10 short blocks to
beach and Promenade.
$1290/mo lease month to
month, Closed garage for
$179/mo. 661-330-0836

STUDIO CITY $1000.00
1bdrm/iba New w/d in each
unit, new bbqg and sun patio w/
fountain, central air & heat, mir-
rored wardrobe doors.

1bd

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

WEST HOLLYWOOD $795.00
Great 1bdrm/1ba, patio, 2 units
available, patio, hardwood
floors, stove, fridge, Spanish
style.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

Shameless self-prom

CALLING ALL Kato Kaelin's!
Find a sweet guest house in the
Daily Press.

Houses For Rent

2BR 1BA House, 1507 18th
Street, new paint & blinds,
carpet. $1500/mo NO PETS
310-532-3876

SANTA MONICA Ocean View
2bd 2ba+ office, hardwood
floors, Ocean Park. 2553 3rd
St. Pets negotiable $3600/mo
310-480-5623

SANTA MONICA Rear house,
2bd/2ba New carpet, new paint
No pets $1300/mo 310-925-
5761

Commercial Lease

OFFICE SPACE. 235-340
Sq Ft. Reasonable. 19th &
Colorado Santa Monica
310-453-4427

MDR SHARE space. New suite,
3 space in small Law Firm. Law
Library, Conference Room, Re-
ceptionist, Copier, DSL, Parking
Available, 90 Freeway close.
Starting at $800. (310)553-
0756.

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES 6th ST.

ONE MONTH
FREE RENT

Remodeled: Mediterranean Design
Near Promenade, Windows
Parking, Garden Courtyard
Janitorial, Utilities included

2-4 Rooms, Short/Long Term

$1495-$2450
(310) 395-4620

1617 BROADWAY
Individual Offices

New building.

All services included.
Reception telephone answering.
High speed T-1 Internet.
Full use of conference rooms,
copier, printer, faxes...etc.
Parking. Flexible lease terms.

310-526-0310

SANTA MONICA 1334 Lincoln
Blvd 1140sqg/ft $2200/mo. &
600 sq/ft 1300/mo. Can
combine. E.Keasbey
(310)477-3192.

SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days
per/wk $500/mo. Jasmine
(310)392-9596.

Real Estate

%Y

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership
Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer
Call Today
310-745-4847

Buy or Sell Tomorrow

MORTGAGE NOTE. CALL
ITODAY TO FIND OUT HOW,
I[YOU CAN CONVERT YOUR]
MONTHLY PAYMENTS INTO]
A° LARGE LUMP SUM OF]
ICASH.

818-878-3006

Real Estate Wanted

MOTIVATED BUYER: | buy
houses, any area, any price,
any condition .
Call (310)422-4933 .

[ assage |

$10 OFF/AD THERAPY &
RELAX 1227 LINCOLN BLVD
#201 SANTA MONICA
(323)630-9506

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

BODYWORK BY PAUL. DEEP
OR LIGHT PRESSURE
$40/70MIN. ATHLETES
WELCOME NON-SEXUAL
PAUL (310)741-1901.

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong
and tender relaxing bodywork
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian
Staff (310)899-3709.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with an ex-
quisite full body Swedish/Deep-
tissue massage. Laura
(310)394-2923 (310)569-0883.

Announcements

"I SOLD it one day! When | put
my futon for sale in the Daily
Press, it took me one day to sell

it...thanks!" Nina Stewart, San-
ta Monica.
ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP

meeting. Last Wednesday of
the month; at Sunrise Assisted
Living, Pacific Palisades call

(310)573-9545/Linda.

Yard Sales

EVERYTHING OLD & New
Yard Sale Saturday 2/21
Santa Monica 9am-3pm
1248 18th St. Furniture &
Computer stuff

in

MULTI-FAMILY GARAGE Sale
clothing, fabric, furniture,
vintage collectibles, 9am-2pm
Saturday 2/21 1117 24th Street

0 Ocean Oasce
A Wedical Day Spa for Women
Facials + Yoga  Pilates + Therapeutic Massage
(310) 458-8190

Dr. Lisa Masterson, M.D.

1333 Ocean Avenue in Santa Wonica

PALFY, TOM: Born Aug. 6,
1952 in Cleveland, Ohio. Tom
was the only child of Sandor &
Ysabel Palfy and was the last
surviving member of his family.
Tom was employed at the Radi-
sson Huntley Hotel for 13 yrs.,
and Restoration Hardware, SM
for 3 years. He was a regular at
Gold’s Gym in Venice. Prior to
his move to LA, Tom lived in
NY, Boston, and Europe with
his longtime companion: Peter
Hamburger. He was a radio
disc jockey in New Hampshire
after graduating from WIXY
School of Broadcasting. Tom
will be greatly missed by many
friends and co-workers. A me-
morial service is planned for
Sat. Feb. 28, 2004, at St.
Augustine’s By the Sea, 1227
4th Street, S.M. at 2:00pm. In
lieu of flowers, donations can
be made, in Tom’s memory to
APLA or the Los Angeles Gay &
Lesbian Center.

YOUR
AD
HERE

ADVERTISE!!

Santa Monica
Daily Press
Classifieds

310.458.7737
Ask for Mitch
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PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS IN THE SANTA MONICA

Z SERVICE DIRECTORY

COMMERCIAL

Residential Remodel
HONEST & RELIABLE
FREE ESTIMATES

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing,
drywall, electrical. 30 years in
this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-

AWARD
PAINTING

When Quality Counts!
mExcellent References
uKnowledgable, Professional
u Affordable Pricing
u Mastercard / Visa
uFaux Finishing
u Proper Preparation
mBeaufiful Finish Work
u Satisfaction Guaranteed

Call Dave Ward for a

Free Estimate:

(310) 641-1235
Sy 30+ Years

Experience
Lic. 502762

Insured

B.C. HAULING clean-up;

types big truck; hydrolic liftgate
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

BEST MOVERS

No job too small
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR

Fully insured. We make it EZ.
Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193

SRl ork Steve's 24
Guarantoed SR
DISCOUNT
PLUMBING
DRAINS = HEAT
RESIDENTIAL = COMMERCIAL
(310) 439-7771 au prices necoranie
15%6 OFF WITH THIS AD

MARCO TELECOM: Phone
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

e Evening hours + emergency services
® Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers

© 20+ years of experience

e UCLA Graduate

e Most insurances accepted

e Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS
310-315-3676

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 * SANTA MONICA

“ JROMNMAN
Herdhmdn, Serce 4;
323-Bed.0TAT

L i [wemig & M

‘When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured - Lic#658-486
PAINTING * CARPENTRY * ROOFING
CONCRETE * ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

THE MOLD EXPERTS

Expert Mold
Inspection,
Investigation
& Remediation

400 S. Beverly Dr., Ste 214
in Beverly Hills

(310) 281-2282

www.errandsetc.biz

GET ORGANIZED!

for filing system set-ups,
unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and
other home/office paper
management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZER!
Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone
and computer networks.
(810)450-6540.

“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of
your cleaning, own transporta-
tion. $40 (818)705-0297.

NOTICETO
READERS:

California law requires that
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or
materials) be licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board. State law also requires
that contractors include their
license number on all
advertising. You can check the
status of your licensed
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed
contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state
in their advertisements that
they are not licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board.

ONE HOUR Alterations,

hemming, jeans, pants, skirts,

etc. Made by professional Call
Michael 310-980-2674

DO YOU Mind Earning an Extra
$109K/year Working 10 Hours a
Week? Call 323-632-1234

Intesrnet Acess
UP TO 8X FASTER THAN DSL

Only *12* per month
« No Contract
« Includes Email and
Webspace
« 1-Month Trial

NoCat Networks
310-393-4037

Computer Services

Trouble Shooting
Tutoring
Excellent Malibu References
10 years experience
Former Apple Employee
Expending to Santa Monica area
« Wireless Network « 0S 9 & 0S X
« DSL/Cable Modem « Low Rates
« No extra charge for weekends

310-804-2237
Ask for Michael

STILL
SMOKING?

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

Certified
Hypnotherapist

(310) 235-2882

COMPUTER HELP: Your office
or home. Typing, tutorial, Micro-
soft Word, Excel, Access, inter-
net navigation, software instal-
lation. Also, notary public serv-
ices. (310)207-3366

VERY PATIENT friendly & af-
fordable repairs, set-ups, train-
ing networks and more! Digital
Duchess. (310)395-6884.

PAINTING TOP QUALITY A&A
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta
(310)560-9864.

our office at (310)458-7737.

Classified Advertising Conditions :REGULAR RATE: ¢2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve consecutive days.
PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry,
we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00
p-m. PAYMENT: All private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5
p.m., Monday through Friday, (310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in
at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call

WE ARE THE
. %%mze%

The Dailv Press Hiring Guarantee:

Run an ad in the classified section of the Santa Monica Daily
Press for 4 weeks and we’ll guarantee that you’ll find the perfect

employee! Call for more details.

Call Mitch at the Santa Monica Daily Press 310.458.7737 ext.111

G IN TOVVN!
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

By The Associated Press

B HONG KONG — Hong Kong spent millions in a
“feel-good” campaign to bounce back from SARS, but
critics are calling it a publicity blitz that did little to fos-
ter an economic recovery.

“People see beyond a stage show,” lawmaker David Chu
said Monday. Chu said he voted for the expenditure in May,
when he believed that most of the money would be used to
create temporary jobs. Now he calls the program a waste.

The Legislative Council authorized spending up to
$128 million for the “relaunch” effort, but only about
$91.7 million will be spent, said Christina Lai, a spokes-
woman for the investment agency that handled the cash.

The campaign included a concert series headlined by
The Rolling Stones and a friendly soccer match featur-
ing Spanish team Real Madrid.

But Chu said Hong Kong should have used the
money to address pressing economic problems such as
unemployment, which was pushed by SARS to a record
8.7 percent, though it has since eased.

Lai declined any immediate comment.

B LONDON — Naomi Campbell went to the tradi-
tion-steeped House of Lords Wednesday, hoping to win
legal privacy rights for Britain’s beleaguered celebrities.

The supermodel, dressed in a pale turquoise pants
suit, watched as her lawyers appealed a court ruling that
a newspaper had the right to print a picture of her leav-
ing a drug rehabilitation meeting.

Campbell wants to overturn the October 2002 ruling
that the Daily Mirror was justified in publishing a picture
of her leaving the Narcotics Anonymous meeting because
she’d lied previously to the media about her drug use.

Her lawyers began arguments Wednesday before a
panel of five Law Lords — judges who sit in the upper
chamber of Parliament and constitute Britain’s highest
appeals court.

Barrister Andrew Caldecott said the judges had to
consider how the laws governing freedom of expression
could be balanced with rights to privacy. He argued that
previous cases had established “a notion of privacy in a
general sense.”

The hearing is expected to last two days.

Campbell had sued the Daily Mirror, claiming the
tabloid had breached her right to confidentiality and
invaded her privacy by running the February 2001 story.
The 33-year-old told the court she felt “shocked, angry,
betrayed and violated” by the piece.

In April 2002, the High Court ruled in Campbell’s
favor and ordered the paper to pay her legal costs and
$6,700 in damages. The decision was overturned on
appeal six months later, and Campbell was ordered to
pay the newspaper’s legal costs, estimated at $670,000.

B CASPER, Wyo. — A white supremacist group
has circulated fliers questioning a scheduled rap con-
cert, saying the music promotes violence.

The flier, circulated by the local chapter of National
Alliance, targets this weekend’s performance at the Casper
Events Center of rappers Ludacris and Chingy and criti-
cizes efforts by Casper city officials to promote diversity.

The flier also denounces the recent appearance of
rapper Mystikal, who was sentenced last month to a six-
year prison term for committing sexual battery on his
hair stylist.

Mystikal, whose legal name is Michael Tyler, was the
featured artist at the Dec. 6 Rap Fest 2003.

The flier states: “Over a month ago, the city wel-
comed the rapist rapper Mystikal. Now the city is throw-
ing out the red carpet to welcome yet another black rap-
per. Why are we allowing this violent diversity to be
forced into our city.”

About 2,500 fliers were distributed in Natrona
County, said National Alliance Membership
Coordinator David Pringle, who’s based in Alaska.

Hong Kong’s SARS recovery anything but ‘feel good’

Pringle’s group despises all rappers — even if
they’re white — because they promote a “criminal cul-
ture,” he said.

The flier also criticizes the city of Casper for pro-
moting diversity, singling out Casper Vice Mayor Guy
Padgett. The mayor said blaming a whole group for one
person’s crimes is outrageous.

One of the fliers was left on the porch of Joseph
VanLandingham, a black Evansville resident. He said he
returned home Saturday evening and tripped over the
flier, which was anchored by a sandbag.

“I’ve been living in Evansville for two years now and
this is the first time I’ve ever had a problem, and this is
the first time I’ve ever heard of the National Alliance,”
VanLandingham said. “If it’s a scare tactic, it’s not
working. I’ve dealt with this my whole life.”

B LONDON — An English town where the late
Rolling Stones guitarist Brian Jones was born has
dropped a plan to name a street after him because of
opposition from upscale homeowners.

A street named Brian Jones Close was to be part of a
new development of 70 homes in an area of Cheltenham.

Housing developer Bryant Homes applied for the
name to be changed in November, following objections
from residents and prospective buyers of the properties,
which cost as much as $637,000.

On Tuesday night, the Cheltenham Borough Council
voted unanimously that change the proposed name.
Jones, who drowned in 1969 at 27, was born and is
buried in Cheltenham.

“Some members of the cabinet thought it was a
shame to change the name from Brian Jones but recog-
nized that they must listen to the residents,” said Jane
Grunner, assistant director of policy and public relations
at the council.

When Bryant Homes first objected to the name,
Rolling Stones fans described it as a “slap in the face.”
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