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NEWS OF

THE WEIRD

by Chuck Shepard

Charles R. Grady sued Frito-Lay in
1993 after he suffered an
esophageal tear and bleeding
while swallowing a Doritos chip.
Grady has been trying for several
years to be permitted to introduce
as evidence a study by a retired
University of Pittsburgh chemical
engineering professor who meas-
ured the downward force and
quantity of saliva necessary to
chew and swallow a Dorito and
found them dangerously hard and
sharp. In December 2003, the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court
sided with Frito-Lay, saying the
professor’s testing was not “gen-
erally accepted” science and
therefore was not admissible.
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SAMOHI — Barnum Hall’s
facelift is nearly complete.

Six  Washintonia robusta
palms, a large multi-trunk
European fan palm, and birds of
paradise plants were planted in
front of the historic Santa Monica
High School theater on Monday.

The installments complement
Barnum Hall’s recent $6 million
restoration. They are the crown-
ing jewels of a landscape plan
designed to recall the glamour of
Hollywood in the 1930s, when
the Streamline Moderne theater
was built.

“Campus Beautification”
organizers Judi Bloom and
Bonnie Freeman, who secured

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press

Santa Monica landscaper Aaron Landworth (second on left) directs
workers who plant a 22-foot-tall palm tree in front of Santa Monica
High School’s Barnum Hall on Monday. The tree is one of three that
will, in descending order according to their height, line the building’s
entrance. (Inset) The massive trees before they were lifted by crane.

Samohi plants seeds for
a harmonious future

funding from PTSA and private
donations, oversaw the project.

“Landscaping a beautiful
building like Barnum has been a
labor of love for all concerned,”
said Bloom, co-chair of the beau-
tification committee. “It was the
ideal private-public collaboration
— one that everyone involved
wanted to see happen. With stu-
dents, the community and this
beautiful building in mind, pro-
fessionals and representatives
from PTSA, ‘Restore Barnum,’
the district and the Samohi
administrations did their best to
make the project run smoothly
and economically.”

Samohi students will install

See HALL, page 6
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That last a lifetime

SM businessman
threatens to sue
local newspaper

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

A Santa Monica man found liable
two months ago for defrauding asso-
ciates is threatening to sue the Santa
Monica Daily Press because he
claims the newspaper’s reporting of
the trial has and could harm his
future business associations.

CV through his attor-
ney Monday threatened to sue
reporter John Wood, his editor and
the paper for allegedly misrepre-
senting the jury’s finding in a Dec.
27 report on the case.

A Santa Monica Superior Court
jury held on Dec. 24, 2003, that
he and his company, Surf
Channel, LLC., defrauded and
broke contractual obligations with
two associates who helped his
company create extreme sports
programs for cable television. The

jury awarded them $884,000 in
damages. The two parties have
since settled outside of court. (See
related story below).

The mans attorney, Jay Wool-
lacott, said his client has lost several
million dollars in potential business
deals and his reputation has been
damaged as a result of the published
article, which is available on the
Internet and can come up in search
engines.

The legal threat comes seven
weeks after the jury’s verdict and
three days after a subsequent set-
tlement between the man and his
business associates. CV and
his lawyer now say they can’t com-
ment on the settlement, citing a
deal to keep details under wraps.

The threat came after a potential
business partner who is described

See THREAT, page 6

Surf Channel suit closes
out with settlement

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

SM COURTHOUSE — A
secret settlement agreement was
hashed out here on Friday, closing
the file on a contentious, more than
15-year-old business spat involv-
ing a Santa Monica entrepreneur
who in December was found liable
by a jury for defrauding his former
associates.

CV and Surf Channel,

a company he created that pro-
duced extreme sports shows for
cable television, were found liable
for $884,000. The money was to
reimburse Keline Howard, who
helped create the programs, and
Phillipe Ney, a video editor that
worked on them.

In the trial, Ney and Howard
said they were promised more than
40 percent of company shares but
given nothing by CV, who
went on to forge a partnership with
a third party that pumped another

“You never know
whether there might
be appealable issues.”

— GEORGENE VAIRO

Law professor,
Loyola Marymount University

$5 million into Surf Channel.
He cashed out a short time
later for $2.2 million.

But rather than try to collect the
money — or face an appeal by
the man and Surf Channel — Ney
and Howard agreed on Friday to
settle the case. Because the parties
decided to make the deal confiden-
tial, lawyers on both sides declined
to comment on it.

Georgene Vairo, a distinguished

See SETTLEMENT, page 6
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High-Speced
Internel Access

DO YOU HAVEA T1
CONNECTION FOR YOUR BIZ?
PAYING TOO MUCH? HOW
DOES $150 A MONTH SOUND?

Local SM Company Offering High Speed
Internet Access for a Lot Less.

/ \

NMoCat
 Metworks

—/ 3M0-393-4037

www.NoCatNetworks.com ¢ sales@nocatnetworks.com

‘Go Ahead..Smilel

FEATURING: THE INTRA ORAL CAMERA
TO WATCH YOUR DENTAL EXAM!

B General & Cosmetic Dentistry

M Oral Surgery

M Fillings (Mercury free)

B Bonding, Veneers & Porcelain Crowns

B Gum Treatments

M Dentures, Partials & Repairs

Free Cosmetic Consultation

Let us design and create your masterpiece smile in the

Dr. Vafadar. DDS. DDM most up-to-date technology and relaxing environment.
12113 Santa Monica Bivd. Suite 204 Call us today for your next appointment.

3'“ 57‘ 3“““ Medical and most insurance accepted
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*39 Cleaning

(Regularly $149)

Cash Patients. Limited Time Offer. Expires 3/03/04
Based on California Dental Fee Survey
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BUILDING A BETTER BURGER

HQURS: M-TH:11AM-10PM FRI-SAT:11AM-11PM SUN:12PM-9PM
901 Ocean Park Blvd in Santa Monica ¢ 310.399.8383

Get some rest tonight, Aquarius

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

%%k kk-Dynamic %%k %%k-Positive **k*k-Average
*%*-So-so *-Difficult

2 ARIES (March 21-April 19)

%% % You’'re all business and responsi-
bility wherever you are. Examine your financial
expectations, and don’t forget what your desires
are. Can you make these two separate interests
shake hands? With a little creativity and determi-
nation, you can. Tonight: A must show.

=3 TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

o £ %k kkk Make it your business not to get
caught up in details and problems. Distance
yourself, and you’ll get results. Examine alterna-
tives and think outside of the box. Use your
dynamic energy to find solutions. Brainstorm
with others. You’ll come out on top as a result.
Tonight: Relax your mind.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

*kkkk Working as a duo sometimes
can be difficult for you, as you have a tendency
to get locked into personal freedom issues.
Create boundaries where you need to, knowing
that they will prevent problems rather than cause
them. A loved one or family member cannot do
enough for you. Tonight: Let someone else be
dominant.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

%% Others push and pull to get what
they want. Keep your eye on the big picture right
now. Examine your communications, finding the
most effective way to relate. You might even
decide to schedule a class in the art of choosing
the right words. “Tonight: Say Yes.”

i3 LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

d *%* You dig into work, ready to go, even
if you might be dragging a bit. Your fire and
energy make a difference, especially with an
authority figure. Take stronger control of your
finances, and you’ll like what happens. Tonight:
Pace yourself.

’,j‘l VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

w="2d k%% Be playful and true to yourself,
even with a difficult friend, associate or situa-
tion. Have more faith in your innate creativity to
get through a problem. You will dig and dig until
you have the right solution. Brainstorm with an

Fantastic Sams
“Come and see our NEW look™
NOW OPEN

S
1

i ADULT I COLOR |
| HAIRCUT |  Shampoo & :
: Shampoo & : Quality Color :
1 Precision Cut 1 1
1 1 $ 00

| SE)9S | OFF |
1 Long Hair Extra : Min. $39 & Up :

e i e
Santa Monica

2461D Santa Monica Blvd.
(Next to Sav-on Drugs)

310-453-5103

Sav-on

Fantastic
Drugs

Sams
Santa Monica Blvd.

26th St.

M-F: 9am-8pm Sat: 9am-6pm Sun: 10am-5pm

Qpert. Tonight: Play away.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

%% %% Be more direct in how you deal
with others. Your ability to call a spade a spade
might not be popular with a family member, but
it helps establish boundaries. A partner or asso-
ciate pushes hard for his or her terms. Tonight:
Don’t give in unless you want to.

i SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

M3 % k%% Reach out for someone at dis-
tance for either professional feedback or advice
on a personal matter. Experts make a difference.
A partner comes up with many new ideas. Aim
for more of what you want from a friendship.
Tonight: Out and about.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

*% %% Review news carefully and han-
dle what could be a money problem before it
becomes one. The issue might not be you. Go
over all paperwork and financial agreements.
You might need to put in some overtime or take
a strong stand around work. Tonight: Your treat.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

%% %% You are coming up roses, while
others feel like wild weeds. You might want to
pitch in and try to help others move past their
problems. You have more power than you real-
ize, especially if you don’t get plugged into what
is happening. Tonight: Be a wild thing.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

% %% Slow down and take your time right
now. You might be more tired than you realize,
or possibly quite aggravated with yourself or
someone close. Mistakes and accidents could
happen in this manner. Slow down and take care
of yourself. Tonight: Get some extra rest.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

%% %% You have what you need in
order to head into the winner’s circle. Stress
communication. Don’t wait for calls to be
returned; call again. You are unusually success-
ful working with groups and in meetings. Others
naturally work with you. Tonight: Where the
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LOCAL

Pedestrian struck by car

By Daily Press staff

A pedestrian was hospitalized on Monday after being struck by a car at the intersection
of 29th Street and Ocean Park Boulevard. The victim’s condition is unknown, police said.

The incident occurred at 1:04 p.m. The victim was taken to a local hospital and under-
went surgery for unknown injuries. Police had no information at presstime regarding the
motorist or if the pedestrian was walking in a crosswalk.

Samohi Vikings meet their
match-ups with strength

Local Sports

THE

'HOT CORNER

By Jonathan Lee

The winter sports season at Santa Monica
High School has been truly remarkable. With
the wrestling, soccer and basketball teams
meeting many of their expectations, the
upcoming off-season will be very exciting.

M The boys basketball team can now call
itself the Ocean League Champion. After
finishing 17-8 and winning nine of their last
10 games, the Vikings are looking for con-
tinued success in the playoffs. Although
they lost some momentum in a 73-93 loss
against North Torrance, the Vikings can
count on some of their seniors to carry the
team through the playoffs. Tim McGrath,
Elliot Phillips, Greg Walker and James
Yoo have all made contributions over the
course of the season and provide leadership
to their young teammates.

B Finishing its season with an above-
average record, the girls basketball team is
showing the kind of consistency it will need
in the playoffs. A 38-31 win on Feb. 12
against Inglewood has the girls confident
coming into the off-season.

Senior point guard Adriana Gutierrez is
the key of the Lady Vikings’ defense, play-
ing with an unrelenting style that has led to
many turnovers by opponents. Head Coach
Marcus Charuvastra also can count on a
strong bench to assist the starters. While the

of the other teams in the Ocean League,
strong teamwork and a balanced scoring
attack will prove invaluable in the playoffs.

B Throughout its season, the wrestling
team has dominated nearly all of its oppo-
nents. On Feb. 11, the Vikings were able to
prove just how talented they were once
again. Hosting Torrance, North Torrance,
Peninsula, and Mira Costa, Samohi was
inspired by a large crowd. Geoff Moy, Matt
Kim, Linus Narbutas, Brett Jellen, Al
Kinslow and Matt Ishler all won in their
respective weight classes to finish as league
champions. Such success across the board
has the grapplers ready to face all chal-
lengers in the Central Divison CIF.

Freshman Jazzy Green also over-
whelmed her competition this year. She
came into the California Varsity Girls State
Wrestling Finals ranked as Section 4 No. 2.
Green more than matched the enormous skill
of her competitors, capturing third place.

B Both the boys and girls soccer teams
finished as champions in their respective
leagues. Manu Appelonius leads the boys
into the Bay League playoffs while Serafin
Rodriguez has the girls contending in the
Ocean League playoffs. Notable performers
on the girls team include Sam Green,
Michella Fitten, Zoe Mosk, Lucy
Fairweather and Claire Beitcher. The
boys team has enjoyed immense contribu-
tions from Carlos Lopez, Daniel Dinay,
and Omid Shokoufandeh, among others.

(Jonathan Lee is a sports editor at The
Samohi and enjoys being Homecoming
Duke, writing, playing sports, and hanging
out with his homeboys and girls. He can be

wfo@ rockerboardshop.com
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The WNW swell will level off today and then a new

WNW swell will likely come back up again later Wednesday Taday the

and into Thursday. waler Is:
Outlook: The surf will taper off a bit into Wednesday, with

a new WNW/storm swell mix building in the afternoon and 0

best Thursday.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is
doing today at your local break. Epic.

@® LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
=) LOW ONE LOW TWO HIGH ONE HIGH TWO
SATURDAY 3:05AM 4:08 PM 9:15AM 10:37 PM
SUNDAY 3:45 AM 4:36 PM 9:48 AM 11:02 PM
MONDAY 4:30 AM 5:08 PM 10:28 AM 11:37 PM
TUESDAY 5:23 AM 5:38 PM 11:14 AM N/A
WEDNESDAY 6:30 AM 6:06 PM 12:15AM 12:15PM
THURSDAY 8:03AM 6:48 PM 12:59 AM 1:47 PM
FRIDAY 9:43 AM 7:45 PM 1:54 AM 4:15PM

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

ALL ABOUT HER

-

OARD SHOP

SURF ¢« SNOW +« SKATE

12204 Venice Boulevard
Mar Vista, CA 90066
(310) 397-8300 TEL
(310) 397-8931 FAX

www.rockboardshop.com

boards ¢ wetsuits
swimwear
clothing ¢ accessories ‘

Cell phone companies are pressur- | equipment here. The proposed law will be

girls may not have as much speed as some | reached at jleebroadcast@yahoo.com)

Mystery photo winner

Ray Beers correctly identified this
week’s mystery photo which was a stat-
ue of a deer in the Elks section of
Woodlawn Cemetery. Beers has won a
free lunch at Stop ‘n Cafe Greek Cuisine

ing City Hall into allowing them the
right to install antennas and other infra-
structure throughout Santa Monica to
improve reception. Two of them — AT
&T and Verizon — have sued City Hall
because it doesn’t have an ordinance in
place to regulate them and therefore
can’t grant them permission.

In response, City Hall has created a
draft law that aims to regulate where,
when and how the industry will install

discussed by the City Council on Feb. 24.

So this week, Q-Line wants to
know, “Would you mind visible cell
phone equipment in your neighbor-
hood if it meant better reception?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your
response before Thursday at 5 p.m.
We’ll print them in Friday’s paper.
Please limit your comments to a minute
or less. It might help to think first about
the wording of your response.

Love to cook?
Love to eat?
So do we.

‘We offer an incredible
selection of gourmet foods
from around the world.

on the Third Street Promenade.

BACK/UNFILED
TAXES?

MARK

1800A Abbot Kinney Blvd., Venice
One block south of Venice Blvd.

310/305-9800

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

429 Santa Monica Blvd. Ste. 710
Santa Monica 90401
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OPINION

LETTERS

. . . .
Price gouging is nothing new
Editor:

Cleaner By Nature is glad that the city is moving to enforce anti-price discrimina-
tion laws for cleaners and laundries (“SM City Hall pressing local dry cleaners,”
SMDP, Feb. 11, page 1). As a woman business owner, I have always had a gender-
blind price structure, even before it was the law.

But bias is not the only way some cleaners hide their real prices. Most cleaners
charge “upcharges” for silk and/or linen, pleats in pants, lining in pants or skirts, even
for white items. Not to mention that some charge an “environmental surcharge.”
That's why most cleaners don’t give customers an itemized receipt at drop-off — they
don’t want you to know what you will be charged.

Our company has figured out an average price for each type of item which takes
into consideration variations in style. We only charge more for items that are over-
sized or obviously fancy. This simpler system is easier for our staff and our customers
to understand. And we tell customers the price up front.

My advice to consumers: Don’t believe the price list, ask for an itemized invoice
for your clothes when you drop them off. Don’t pick a cleaner on price alone, but
when comparing prices, be sure you are comparing the real cost.

Deborah Davis
Santa Monica

Less vacation, more bus rides

Editor:

Your report on the Lincoln’s birthday holiday observance at City Hall (SMDP,
“Public workers pocket another paid holiday,” Feb. 12, page 1) made reference to City
Hall’s practice of closing on alternate Fridays “to cut down on car emissions.” I’ve
often wondered why they use this excuse to give themselves 26 extra holidays a year.
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£ 2004 WWW. FUNNYPAPERZ.COM

employees use the bus every other Friday. This would be a triple-win situation: more
customer service, less car emissions, and a city government that practices what it
preaches.

Surely City employees don’t (gasp!) drive to work? Surely they use public trans-
port? We are constantly being exhorted by the city to “hop on the bus, Gus,
one of their own promotional phrases, so why don’t they set an example?

I suggest that if taking the bus to work five days a week is too burdensome, city

” to use

Jill Renton
Santa Monica

Presidential primaries must be given a regional approach

THE FLORA
FILES

By Todd Flora

Towa and New Hampshire alone should
not decide the momentum of a presiden-
tial primary. The demographics of both
states are almost exclusively white, and
both lack sizable urban centers, not really
allowing for “big city” issues in the pub-
lic debate. Further, while taxes and fuel
additives are incredibly important issues,
presidential candidates should not feel
they must cater first to the Ethanol lobby
and America’s most anti-tax residents to
qualify for further consideration.

More power to Iowa and New
Hampshire for displaying their patriotism
in a way that embraces rather than recoils
from presidential elections. The people
seem wonderful. I myself have lowa
roots. But let’s be honest — there is real-
ly no rhyme or reason to it, other than tra-

dition and state pride. And those just
aren’t good enough reasons when present-
ing sizable momentum to a potential
leader of the free world.

I stand with those who favor a regional
primary system for presidential elections.
The National Association of Secretaries of
State — each state’s chief election official
— passed a resolution in 1999 endorsing
a rotating system of regional primaries.
Under this plan, several states would
group together to vote first in electing a
president. A different region would vote
first four years later, and so on. The
Secretaries of State even included lan-
guage allowing Iowa and New Hampshire
to stand independent from regional group-
ings, so long as they conduct their caucus
and primary, respectively, within a new
timeline established for the whole system.

Creating this system would make more
sense for voters and candidates. With
regional primaries scheduled close togeth-
er over a tight, four-month cycle closer to
party conventions, it would shorten the
election cycle and create more of a sense
of a “national primary.” This will increase

the viability of candidates who until now
have had a hard time staying in the race.

But a regional primary system alone
will not bring equity, fairness and order to
our presidential primary system. We also
must reform the system of public funding
for presidential aspirants. Currently, can-
didates running in the presidential primar-
ies can seek matching funds for donations
up to $250 if they agree to spending lim-
its. The matching funds are a 1-for-1
match, so a $50 donation earns you $50 in
matching funds. But the system has some
inherent flaws. One of them is candidates
must still rely on and cater to those who
can afford a $250 contribution. The sec-
ond is that the $40 million primary candi-
dates are allowed to spend overall may
seem like a lot, but it is difficult to stretch
that into a national campaign when one
begins a quest for the presidency two
years in advance.

We would better arm primary candi-
dates for president — especially for a sys-
tem of regional presidential primaries —
if we switched to a “clean money” system
of public funding. Under this system, can-

didates would gather a set number of
small contributions from residents of a
particular state. If they meet the threshold
number of “qualifying donations” set for
that state, they would qualify for public
funds — a solid amount that will keep
them competitive.

Regional primaries alone are warranted
given voters’ desire to make more of a dif-
ference in presidential primaries. There is
no justice in Iowa and New Hampshire
voters enjoying seven to nine presidential
choices, while the ensuing momentum for
the winners leaves states like California
facing a clear front-runner and as few as
five choices by March 2. Couple this with
a reformed public funding system, and
voters would one day truly benefit from a
choice among candidates who were able
to sustain more viable campaigns.

Todd Flora is a seven-year resident of
Santa Monica. He is a former state direc-
tor of the California Clean Money
Campaign, and is active with Heal the
Bay. To comment or reach Todd, e-mail
him at: reformadvocate@yahoo.com.

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-
available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author s name and
telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are sub-

Ject to editing for space and content.

CREATE SOME DIALOGUE. YOUR OPINION MATTERS!

Please send letters to: Santa Monica Daily Press
Att. Editor: 1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202 - Santa Monica, CA 90401+ sack@smdp.com
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OPINION

Politics of character assassination is an unending game

HERE’S THE
THING

By Lara M. Brown

Sometimes it starts with a whisper and
sometimes it is set off by a scream — either
way the news makes the rounds just as fast.
Enemies insinuate, supporters are stunned,
and the media feigns surprise at the nasty
turn of events. This is the politics of char-
acter assassination, and over the past
month, the presidential contest has been rife
with these fabricated scandals.

Dean is unstable — his scream after los-
ing Iowa was too much. Kerry is unpatriot-
ic — he protested the Vietnam War (with
Jane Fonda) after returning from decorated
military service. Kerry is disloyal — he
may have been unfaithful to his wife with a
younger woman. President Bush is a liar —
there were no weapons of mass destruction
in Iraq. President Bush is a deserter —
there is a six-month gap in his National
Guard pay records.

These charges are debatable, their
veracity and what these stories reflect
about the character of the individual they
are meant to slander — a fact not lost on
cable television executives or their adver-
tising partners. Many concerned citizens
have expressed outrage over the national
political conversation becoming engrossed
with these debates.

But should we be outraged that charac-
ter assassinations take place in presidential
politics? Is it all that bad? Do these scan-
dals provide us (the voters) with informa-
tion? Do they matter in elections? Should
character matter in politics?

Dispelling the myths
Character assassination is not a recent

"Retail The
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Open ’ZDa}fs

Eom Gap

L.A’s hottest

resale store!

GREAT,
LABELS

invention. Politics has never been nice.
This tactic usually plays out publicly in
newspapers (or on radio, television, and
now, on the Internet) because the aim is to
reduce the character assessment of the tar-
get in the eyes of many, not the few. The
longer-term goal is to show that the indi-
vidual or the political party of that individ-
ual is unfit for public office.

In 1792, the “paper war” waged between
Thomas Jefferson, the first Secretary of
State, and Alexander Hamilton, the first
Secretary of the Treasury, (who both wrote
under pseudonyms) was so vicious that
President George Washington personally
had to ask the two men in his cabinet to
please make peace.

Outrage implies that there is something
unjust occurring. While I agree that the
practice of character assassination is
unseemly, it is not unjust. People who
choose to participate in public life are well
aware of the rules of the game. It may not
be fair, but it is legitimate to examine the
lives of our public officials because the
only real protection against corruption in
government is good character.

We live in a representative democracy,
which means that we (citizens) transfer our
power to our representatives through our
vote, to make decisions on our behalf in
government. The media’s job is not to
spend its entire time focused on informing
us of the issues, as though we were in gov-
ernment ourselves. Their job is to inform
us about the issues generally, and the peo-
ple who represent us more specifically, so
that we may better be able to judge whether
or not they are worthy of our vote, and
whether we should continue to trust them
to govern on our behalf.

The character assassinations in the pres-
idential race should not be surprising, or of
great concern because we are in primary
season. Primaries are when partisans vote
on character. Voters are in the process,

especially on the Democratic side, of deter-
mining who is the right person to carry the
party platform. When it comes to
November, most people will decide their
vote based on the issues — most people
would rather have a sleazy person who rep-
resents their issues than a perfectly good
person who doesn’t represent them at all.
Having researched the impact of scan-
dals on the electoral fortunes of incum-
bents, I have found that scandals do hurt
incumbents more in primaries than in gen-
eral elections. My findings also reveal that
Democrats are more harmed by monetary
(conflict of interest, abuse of funds, etc.)
scandals than are Republicans; and
Republicans are more harmed by morality
(sexual misconduct, alcohol abuse, etc.)
scandals than are Democrats. This suggests
that most of the allegations swirling about
the presidential candidates now will
amount to “much ado about nothing” when

it comes time for the general election in
next fall.

H Here’s the thing:

Fret not yet. It’s primary season. Expect
character assassinations, and the election
year gamesmanship of public officials art-
fully dodging and accusing each other of
scandalous behavior. If you are a support-
er, don’t take it personally, or get cynical
about the process.

More importantly, try to take the time to
think about the character of who you would
like to represent you and your issues.
Character does matter in government and
the primaries are a perfect time to make
that sentiment known to elected officials
through your vote.

(Lara M. Brown, Ph.D., is an educa-
tional policy and strategic planning con-
sultant, and a freelance writer. She can be

reached at larabrown@aol.com).
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Attorney won’t comment
on threat or settlement

THREAT, from page 1

as a “prominent clothing manufacturer”
allegedly saw the Daily Press report on the
Internet and refused to do business with
him as a result. Woollacott, the lawyer,
claims a potential deal had already been
negotiated.

He claims that the article damaged
his reputation because it referred to the
plaintiffs as partners in his company
rather than business associates who were
entitled to membership shares and
because it didn’t fully explain the break-
down of the money said by the jury to be
due the two plaintiffs.

“The amount as against CV in
the jury’s verdict was not $900,000, but at
most $584,000,” Woollacott insisted.

The jury decided that Surf Channel and
CV were both responsible for
$600,000 in punitive damages and
$284,000 for fraud and breach of contract,
as the Dec. 27, 2003 article reported.

attorney

The story’s headline and first para-
graph indicated CV was responsible
for the entire amount. The original suit
was brought against him and Surf
Channel by Keline Howard and Phillipe
Ney. They claimed that they were prom-
ised ownership percentages in the compa-
ny which they never received. CV
argued that they were paid for work done.

Woollacott also differed with the news-
paper’s reporting that the jury decided
he and Surf Channel “must pay” the
plaintiffs. As a matter of procedure, only a
judge can order a defendant to pay once a
verdict has been rendered, the lawyer said.

Woollacott further argued that a settle-
ment after the jury award expunged
himof liability. He demanded that the
SMDP publish a correction, retract the
article and remove it from the newspa-
per’s Web site, smdp.com. Until the threat
to sue, no request for a published correc-
tion had been made.

‘pleased’ with settlement

SETTLEMENT, from page 1

law professor at Loyola Marymount
University, said plaintiffs will often settle a
case even after receiving a favorable verdict.

“You never know whether there might
be appealable issues,” she said, pointing to
possible errors in the jury instructions, or
new evidence that may be admitted. “Also,
a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush.
You get your money now, rather than let
appeals drag on for God knows how long.
Why not take the money and run?”

CV, through his attorney, said he
was pleased with the new agreement.

“Although the litigation was hotly con-
tested, and some harsh and unkind things
were said by both sides in the heat of the
argument, Howard and Ney’s faith in
CV and his integrity have been
restored,” reads the press release, which
was signed on Feb. 12 by him, Ney
and Howard.

Jurors in Santa Monica Superior Court
deliberated only one day after hearing the
week-long trial. After delivering their ver-
dict, some of the jurors said CV’s tes-
timony was contradictory and his memo-
ry of events was weak. Howard spoke
outside the courtroom, characterizing
himas greedy and adding she was
never supplied any explanation of why

she wasn’t paid.

Jay Woollacott, his lawyer,
asserted during the trial that Howard’s
work for Surf Channel was simply in
return for favors supplied earlier by
him and said Howard was paid for her
expenses. As to Ney, Woollacott said he
had already been paid for his work.
What’s more, Woollacott argued neither
Howard nor Ney could be given shares
because company officials had never
voted on the matter.

“Let’s be real,” he said in the court-
room, adding the $5 million later invested
into the company was simply a nest egg
for future growth. “The company at that
point had burned up the $200,000
(investor Jean Pierre) Murray had putin ...
The assets of Surf Channel was not much,
if anything ... Surf Channel had debts.”

Michael Blaha, attorney for the plain-
tiffs, conceded company officials had
never voted on the shares, but pointed to a
written contract guaranteeing Howard 10
percent of the company shares and a verbal
contract he said entitled Ney to 8 percent of
shares. Blaha further argued that Howard
was first promised one-third of company
shares, but when paperwork arrived that
number dwindled to 10 percent.

The case was heard before Santa Monica
Superior Court Judge Lorna Parnell.

HALL, from page 1

smaller plants to complete the project at
a later date.

“It’s been a year since Barnum Hall
reopened, but we’re still completing the
restoration, piece by piece,” said Jean
Sedillos, chairperson of the Restore
Barnum Hall committee. “It has been a
pleasure to watch Judi and Bonnie put
together this amazing group of profes-
sionals to add the finishing touch to
Barnum on the outside.”

Contributors to the landscaping proj-
ect include:

Barnum project almost complete

B Santa Monica landscape designer
Mary Effron, who drafted the design,
which features lush tropical plants that
do not require excessive maintenance or
water.

B Aaron J. Landworth, owner of
LanDesign West, Inc. in Santa Monica,
who donated many of the plants and is
providing the larger trees and labor at
cost.

B The Hammer Company. Owners
Norman and Steve Hammer, as well as
Steve’s son, Dr. Carl Hammer, are
Samohi grads. Carl Hammer is assistant
band director at Samobhi.
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STATE

Oil, tobacco, liquor companies are biggest Prop. 56 foes

BY JIM WASSERMAN
Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO — With so much upward potential
for California’s cigarette, liquor and gasoline taxes, noth-
ing so alarms their manufacturers like a Legislature sud-
denly freed from its two-thirds “supermajority” require-
ment to raise taxes.

Now, as public employee unions push Proposition 56
to lower that threshold to 55 percent, tobacco, oil, liquor
and insurance companies have emerged as the measure’s
most identifiable opponents. Widespread industry fears
of being quick, easy targets for tax hikes are showing up
as several million dollars to defeat the measure March 2.

“We feel we could easily be scapegoated, and we
would expect to be taxed in the next couple of years,”
said Mike Falasco, lobbyist for the San Francisco-based
Wine Institute. “We don’t expect to be targeted once, but
again and again.”

California lawmakers have not suggested they will
rapidly raise taxes if the ballot measure passes, and back-
ers of the measure have downplayed the idea. But evi-
dence shows such companies may have reason to worry.

A January poll by the Public Policy Institute of
California revealed that 75 percent of likely voters favor
tax hikes on cigarettes and alcohol to help stem the state’s
red ink. Numerous other states have already done so,
raising cigarette taxes by a combined $3.9 billion during
the last two years, gasoline and diesel fuel taxes by $475
million and liquor taxes by $43 million during the same
time, estimates the Denver-based National Conference of
State Legislatures. Finally, comparisons with other states
show California’s excise taxes on wine are among the
nation’s lowest, while those on beer, distilled spirits and
gasoline are in the nation’s mid-range.

Such figures suggest plenty of capacity to absorb
increases as the state’s budget crisis expands into its fourth
year and lawmakers grapple with spending cuts, bonds and

tax hikes to close billions of dollars in shortfalls.

Already, Sen. Gloria Romero, D-Los Angeles, has
proposed raising liquor taxes by a nickel per drink to
raise $500 million for California’s trauma centers.
Romero’s idea follows last year’s unsuccessful move by
former Gov. Gray Davis to raise California’s 87-cents-
per-pack cigarette tax to $1.97.

“By our estimate, 20 states raised
cigarette taxes in 2002 and 14
raised them this past year.”

— ARTURO PEREZ
NCSL fiscal analyst

“Whatever the industry, their concern is the same,”
said Al Lundeen, anti-Proposition 56 spokesman for oil
companies, cigarette makers, and insurance firms that
fear potential increases in their $2 billion annual premi-
ums tax. “It raises a great deal of uncertainty about what
taxes are around the next corner.”

The March ballot measure aims to overturn
Proposition 13’s two-thirds legislative requirement to
raise many state taxes, but it does not affect local proper-
ty taxes. It also ends a 1933-era requirement for a two-
thirds majority to pass a state budget. Proposition 56
would make state legislators stay in session without pay
when they miss their June 15 constitutional deadline to
pass a budget as they have done every year since 1986.

Opponents, however, have focused solely on its ability
to raise taxes more easily.

Beer companies such as Anheuser Busch, Miller
Brewing and Coors Brewing and their California distribu-
tors have contributed an estimated $1 million for television

commercials against the measure. The Wine Institute and
Washington D.C.-based Distilled Spirits Council have pro-
vided another $400,000 each.

“Every time you increase the tax on beer, wine or spir-
its, you reduce the profitability of the industry and reduce
the sales volume of the industry and you cause a loss of
jobs,” said Dr. Peter Cressy, president of the Washington,
D.C.-based Distilled Spirits Council. The group claims it
has defeated new alcohol taxes in 32 of the 34 states that
proposed them during 2002 and 2003.

As California’s alcohol consumers pay an estimated
$294 million in excise “use” taxes this year, 19 states
charge higher taxes than California’s 20 cents a gallon for
beer. Forty states charge more than California’s 20 cents
a gallon for wine, reports the Tax Policy Center of the
Washington, D.C.-based Brookings Institution. The
state’s $3.30 a gallon use tax for distilled spirits is in the
middle nationally, the institution reports.

Similarly, 18 states charge more than California’s 87-
cent-per-pack cigarette tax. New Jersey, by comparison
charges $2.05 per pack. Cigarette taxes brings $115 mil-
lion a year to California’s general fund, nearly $1 billion
for special health programs, and were last raised in 1999.

“By our estimate, 20 states raised cigarette taxes in
2002 and 14 raised them this past year,” said NCSL fis-
cal analyst Arturo Perez, who called cigarette taxes “the
most common form of tax increases that we saw in the
last two years.”

Nationally, 37 states charge a higher “use” tax for
gasoline than California’s 18 cents per gallon, reports the
American Petroleum Institute. Amid recent Capitol talk
of raising the 1994-era tax for highway improvements,
major oil companies such as Chevron Texaco, Exxon
Mobil and BP Corp. have contributed nearly $800,000 to
defeat Proposition 56. The API also notes that when
California’s other state and local taxes are considered, the
state ranks fourth nationally behind Hawaii, New York
and Nevada for total taxes per gallon.
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Young children can and do suffer from depression

BY MARGAREL ALTMAN
Special to the Daily Press

Ben is 3 years old. He is usually a quiet
little child who likes to play with his
favorite toy truck and action figure. This
youngster has never been a behavior prob-
lem like his older brother or teenage sister.
He’s the “good child” in the family.

Ben’s parents have lots of things to
worry about — finances have become
uncertain because Ben’s father might be
laid off, Ben’s mother has realized that she
has to go back to her job and leave Ben
with a caretaker and the teenage daughter
is scaring the daylights out of them by
skipping school and hanging out with drug
abusing kids. She and Ben used to be close
buddies until she reached adolescence.

For about a month, Ben’s parents had
noted that Ben was eating less and didn’t
seem to have much of an appetite. He also
would wake up from a bad dream and he
couldn’t get back to sleep. His father
thought that it was simply a case of grow-
ing pains and that Ben would bounce back
quickly. Then his pet turtle died and Ben
cried for hours. His mother believed that
his reaction to the loss was normal and she
wasn’t alarmed when he became even
more quiet and didn’t want to play with
his little friend next door.
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Ben’s parents did what they could do in
light of all the other things going on around
them. They offered him a new turtle, they
encouraged him to eat and they expected
that he would get back to his old self.

When the time came for Ben’s scheduled
appointment with his pediatrician, the nurse
weighed him and realized that he hadn’t
gained any weight since his last visit. She
recognized that there was some change in
his appearance and she noted in his record
that he looked “sad” and “listless.”

Ben’s father met with the doctor and
when he was told about these findings he
was shocked and a bit defensive. He said,
“Ben is only a baby! He is too young to
even experience anything like depression
at his age.”

In fact, children can and do experience
powerful emotions. Recent research has
demonstrated that the preschool age group
has been neglected in terms of recognizing
and treating depression, anxiety and other
mood disorders in a timely fashion.
Childhood depression, for example, can be
a serious, recurring and disabling condi-
tion unless parents and professionals pick
up the warning signs and intervene in time.

It is often very difficult for parents who
are in the middle of their own struggles to
identify a young child’s behavioral symp-
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toms. Youngsters don’t have words to
describe depression and they may act out
in ways that seem to express anger instead
of sadness. Depressed children who have
a track record of temper tantrums or irri-
tability might, for example, have more
frequent and long lasting outbursts.
Youngsters like Ben may slip below the
parent’s radar screen because they tend to
be quiet kids.

On the other side of this dilemma about
young children and their emotions, there is
sometimes a rush to diagnose a child who
behaves as if he or she has emotional prob-
lems and to medicate these behaviors
away. Youngsters who are depressed and
who act out because they cannot commu-
nicate how they feel might be put on stim-
ulant medication for attention problems.

Parents need some guidelines in order
to recognize signs of depression in young
children. The following is preliminary
data from recent studies.

The most common symptoms of
depress1on in young children are:
Irritability
Angry or resentful actions
Death themes in play
Easily frustrated
Stays alone and avoids other children
Changes in eating, sleeping and toilet
patterns

-

When a parent consults with a profes-
sional about their child’s emotional status
they should be aware that the following
steps should be taken:

B The assessment of the child must
include an evaluation of the family as a
whole and not just the individual youngster.

B The assessment of the child must
include a physical, as well as a psycho-
logical evaluation because illnesses may
underlie depressive symptoms

B If medication is prescribed, the par-
ents should know that clinical trials of
medication for very young children are
limited and a great deal of research has yet
to be done on using anti-depressants with
pre-school children.

Little children may be impacted by
depressing events in their family and in
the world around them. Youngsters expe-
rience strong and compelling emotions
which they cannot cope with and cannot
begin to describe. Parents who are aware
of the signs of emotional problems can
prevent them from becoming serious
obstacles to their child’s development.

(Margaret Altman is a child development
expert and author of “Developing Your
Child’s Emotional Intelligence.” She is in
private practice with Dr. A. Korchmarev in
Sherman Oaks. Send comments or questions
to margiealtman@yahoo.com).
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PARENTING EDUCATION and FAMILY
ENRICHMENT - Feb. 18 — March 24
Register now for this free class
brought to you by the SMMUSD’s
Infant & Family Support Program in
partnership with St. John’s Health
Center. Marilyn McGrath, M.S., cur-
rently the Director of the Early
Childhood Institute at SMC will lead
this 6-week class based on principles
of child development with a focus on
active listening, problem solving,
developmentally appropriate expec-
tations and discipline techniques.
The class is free, but a $20 refundable
registration fee is required (refunded
at class completion).

Wednesdays, 6:30 — 8:30 p.m., Child
Development Services, 2802 4th St.
Call 452-6132 for more info and reg-
istration.

LA Z00 - BLACK HISTORY MONTH
CELEBRATION - Saturday and
Sunday, February 21 & 22, 10:00 a.m.
—5:00 p.m., all ages. Featuring music,
food, crafts and other traditions of the
people of African descent. Free with
admission, adults $9, ages 2-12 $4.
Located in Griffith Park at the junction
of the Venture (134) and Golden State
(5) freeways.

323-644-6400; www.lazoo.org

THE SOUND of MUSIC presented by
UCLA’s KID’S FLICK - Sunday
February 22, 2:00 p.m. Sunday family
movie matinees for ages 5 and older
with refreshments served during
intermission. In the James Bridges
Theatre on the UCLA campus, located
near the intersection of Sunset Blvd.
and Hilgard Ave., Westwood.
310-206-FILM; www.cinema.ucla.edu
CINDERELLA at the Santa Monica
Playhouse — Saturdays & Sundays at
12:30 & 3:00 p.m. thru March 28, $12
adults, $10 kids ages 12 & under.
394-9779 ext. 2 for reservations,
www.santamonicaplayhouse.com
The single most requested of all the
Santa Monica Playhouse Family
Theatre musicals. This delightfully
romantic original classic features the
handsome prince, zany fairy god-
mother, silly stepsisters and a zeal-
ously well-meaning stepmother.

1211 Fourth Street (hetween Wilshire
and Arizona).

YOGA for WOMEN - Saturday,
February 28, 1:00 — 3:00 p.m., 1640
Ocean Park Blvd. With Shari
Friedrichsen at Santa Monica Yoga. A
specialized class where you can
spend your time doing asanas, edu-
cating yourself, and learning to enjoy
your life. $25 pre-registration or $30
at the door. , 396-4040, www.santa-
monicayoga.com

TUESDAY

Movies for Moms sponsored by:

“Cold Mountain” showing February
10 at 11:00 a.m., Loews Broadway,
1441 3rd St. Promenade — for Moms
and babies newborn - 1 year old.
Doors open early for socializing and

getting comfortable. Starring Jude

Law, Nicole Kidman, Renee
Zwellweger and directed by Anthony
i This lavish p ionis a

Civil War-era drama that tells of the
long journey home that a wounded
soldier (Law) takes to be reunited
with his true love (Kidman) on a
snowy mountain in North Carolina.
Also co-starring Natalie Portman and
Philip Seymour Hoffman. Nominated
for seven Academy Awards;
Zwellweger won a Golden Globe for
her performance and is nominated for
an Oscar. Rated “R” for violence and
sexuality.

Storytelling

Main Library — Toddler Storytime at
Reed Park; 10:00 & 10:30 a.m.
Stories for two year olds with adult.
Fairview Branch Library - 2101
Ocean Park Blvd — 310-450-0443.
Twilight Story Time -7pm — an ongo-
ing program for 3-5 year olds.
Montana Avenue Branch Library —
1704 Montana Ave — 310-829-7081.
Family Story Time — 7:00 p.m., all
ages.

School Age Stories and Crafts — 3:30
p.m. every other Tuesday, Feb. 10 &
24

Stories and crafts for ages 5-9.
Ocean Park Branch Library - 2601
Main St. — 310-392-3804.

Toddler Storytime, 10:00 and 10:30,
February 24 — March 6. Music,
rhymes and stories for 24-36 month
olds with adult.

Tiny Tuesday Storytime at
Storyopolis Themes change weekly;
for ages infant to 3. 11:00 a.m. 116
North Robertson, Plaza A, LA. 310-
358-2500, www.storyopolis.com
Barnes and Noble at the Grove
Storytime for ages 2 — 6. 10:00 a.m.
189 Grove Drive, LA, 323-525-0270

Yoga & Exercise

Yoga Baby (Venice) — 310-306-9381 —
Mommy & Me (ages 0-5 years) — 10 —
11 a.m.; Pre-natal yoga — 7- 8:15 p.m.
Yoga Works — 2215 Montana Ave,
310-393-5150; Pre/postnatal — 12:15
- 1:40 p.m., $15. Mommy and Me -
1:45 - 3:00 p.m.

Mommy Care - 11870 Santa Monica
Blvd, at the Dance Factory, West LA,
310-394-6711. Pregnancy Exercise —
9:15 — 10:15 a.m.; Post Partum
Exercise — 10:15 - 11:15 a.m. (babies
welcome, includes baby massage and
workout at the end)

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station - 310-826-5774,
no pre-reg required, first class free,
$10 fee thereafter. Moms/babies 0-4
months, 1:00 — 2:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY

Storytelling

% NEW TO OUR CALENDAR!

The Talking Stick Coffee Lounge —
1630 Ocean Park Blvd., 450-6052
10:30 a.m. Free story time for moms
and kids ages 0-4. This neighborhood
coffee shop has a comfortable atmos-
phere, toys and storytelling every
Wednesday, as well as yummy coffee
and baked goods.

Ocean Park Branch Library - 2601
Main St. -392-3804.

Preschool Twilight Story Time - 7:00 -
7:30 p.m. An ongoing story time for
parents and their children ages 3 - 5.

Barnes and Noble, Westside Pavilion
—2 pm - ages 2-5 — 310-475-4144
Border’s, Westwood — 11am — 310-
475-3444.

Yoga & Exercise

Yoga Baby (Venice) — 310-306-9381 —
Mommy & Me (ages 0-5 years) — 10 —
11 am,; (infants only)—1 -2 p.m.. Pre-
natal yoga — 11:15 a.m. — 12 :30 p.m.
Yoga Works — 2215 Montana Ave,
310-393-5150 Pre/Postnatal — 12:15
- 1:45pm, $15

Ocean Oasis Day Spa — 1333 Ocean
Avenue, 458-8190. Pre/Post Natal
Yoga/Gentle Flow — 5:30 — 6:45 p.m.
Private sessions available; call Kate
Thomas, RN - 408-1717

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station - 310-826-5774,
no pre-reg required, first class free,
$10 fee thereafter. Moms/babies 0-4
months, 1:00 — 2:30 p.m.

Other

Puppetolio - 1:00 p.m., 310-656-
0483, 1255 2nd St., ages 3 & up,
reservations suggested

Babes in the Woods - 10:00 — 11:00
a.m. A nature walk for babies and
toddlers to explore the sights, sounds,
touches and smells of the outdoors.
For ages 3 and under. Sooky
Goldman Nature Center, 2600 Franklin
Canyon Blvd., Beverly Hills. Call for
directions, 310-858-7272, ext. 131.

THURSDAY

Storytelling

% NEW TO OUR CALENDAR!
Babystyle — 1324 Montana Avenue,
434-9590. 10:30 a.m. Free story time
for moms and kids ages 0-4. Come
for storytime but definitely check out
their great selection of clothes for
baby and moms-to-be, nursery items,
toys and other baby gear.

Main Library - Toddler Storytime at
Reed Park; 10:00 a.m. Stories for two
year olds with adult.

Preschool Story Time at Reed Park;
10:30 a.m. Stories for 3-5 year olds
with adult.

Fairview Branch Library - 2101
Ocean Park Blvd — 310-450-0443.
Toddler Story Time — 10:30 a.m., Jan.
8 — Feb. 19 (no program Feb. 12); six-
week series for 24-36 month olds
with adult.

Montana Avenue Branch Library —
1704 Montana Ave — 310-829-7081.
Preschool Story Time — 11:15 a.m.
Stories for 3-5 year olds with adult.
Ocean Park Branch Library — 2601
Main St. - 310-392-3804.

Lap Time — 9:20 & 10:20 a.m., Jan. 8
— Feb. 19, six-week series for babies
0-24 months, co-sponsored by the
SMMUSD Infant and Family Support
Program.

Yoga & Exercise

Yoga Baby (Venice) — 310-306-9381 —
Mommy & Me (ages 0-5 years) — 10 —
11 a.m.; Pre-natal yoga — 7- 8:15 p.m.
Yoga Works — 2215 Montana Ave,
310-393-5150; Pre/postnatal — 12:15
- 1:40 p.m., $15. Mommy and Me —
1:45 - 3:00 p.m.

Mommy Care — 11870 Santa Monica
Blvd, at the Dance Factory, West LA,
310-394-6711. Pregnancy Exercise —
9:15 - 10:15 a.m.; Post Partum
Exercise — 10:15 — 11:15 a.m. (babies

and

I i baby
workout at the end)

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station - 310-826-5774,
no pre-reg required, first class free,
$10 fee thereafter. Moms/babies 4-8
months, 1:00 - 2:30 p.m.

FRIDAY

p.m. 1640 Ocean Park Blvd, 396-
4040, www.santamonicayoga.com
Yoga Baby (Venice) — 310-306-
9381; Prenatal yoga — 9:15 — 10:45
am, $13

Mommy Care — 11870 Santa Monica
Blvd. at the Dance Factory, West LA,
394-6711; Pregnancy Exercise — 8:30
- 9:30 a.m.; Post Partum Exercise —
8:30 — 9:30 a.m. (babies welcome,

Night Sky Show at SMC’s Digistar
1l Planetarium — Feb. 6 and 20th, 7
p.m. Followed by the presentation
“Report from Mars.” Follow the
exploits of the robot explorers Spirit,
Opportunity and Beagle Il as they
explore the Red Planet. 7 p.m. show
- $5 adults, $4 ages 12 and under;
both shows $9 adults, $7 ages 12 and
under. John Drescher Planetarium on
SMC main campus, 1900 Santa
Monica Blvd., 434-3000.

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Works - 2215 Montana Ave,
310-393-5150; Pre/| | - 12:15

baby and workout
at the end)
Ocean Oasis Day Spa - 1333 Ocean
Avenue, 458-8190. Pre/Post Natal
Yoga/Gentle Flow — 10:30 — 11:45
a.m.; Yoga for Fitness — noon — 1 p.m.
Private sessions available; call Kate
Thomas, RN - 408-1717

Other
LA Z00 - BLACK HISTORY MONTH
CELEBRATION - Saturday and
Sunday, February 21 & 22, 10:00 a.m.
- 5:00 p.m., all ages. See Special
Events section for more info.
CINDERELLA at the Santa Monica
& at

Main Street Farmer’s Market — 9:30
a.m. - 1:00 p.m., corner of Main St.
and Ocean Park Blvd. Pony rides, live
music, lots of vendors and great fam-
ily socializing.

Puppetolio - 1:00 and 3:00pm, 310-
656-0483, 1255 2nd St., ages 3 & up,
reservations suggested

Magicopolis — 2 p.m., 1418 4th St.,
Admission is $15. Call 310-451-2241
for info.

MONDAY

Storytelling

Main Library — Lap Time at Joslyn
Park, 9:30 a.m., Jan. 5 - June 4. Ages
0-24 months with adult in conjunction
with the Infant and Family Support
program of SMMUSD. Followed
immediately by “Family Connections”
- a series of discussions related to
early childhood development and
growth. Children welcome, free.
Ocean Park Branch Library — 2601
Main Street, 310-392-3804.

“Spanish for Little Ones”, 11:15 a.m.,

—1:45 p.m., $15.

Yoga Baby (Venice) — 310-306-9381 —
Mommy & Me (ages 0-5 years) — 10 —
11 a.m;; (infants only)— 1 -2 p.m.. Pre-
natal yoga — 11:15 a.m. — 12 :30 p.m.
Ocean Oasis Day Spa - 1333 Ocean
Avenue, 458-8190. Pre/Post Natal
Yoga/Gentle Flow — 10:30 — 11:45
a.m.; Yoga for Fitness — noon — 1 p.m
Private sessions available; call Kate
Thomas, RN — 408-1717

SATURDAY

Storytelling

Barnes and Noble, 3rd St.
Promenade - Kid’s Story Time —
10am - 310-260-9110

Barnes and Noble, Westside
Pavilion — 10:30am - ages 2-5 —
310-475-4144.

Children’s Book World — 10580 1/2
Pico Blvd, LA - 10:30 a.m., 310-559-
BOOK. Feb. 21 - with Kathleen and
her puppet friends.

Yoga & Exercise

% NEW TO OUR CALENDAR!

Santa Monica Yoga - Pre- & Post-
Natal Yoga, Saturdays — 12:30 — 2:00

12:30 & 3:00 p.m. thru March 28, $12
adults, $10 kids ages 12 & under.
394-9779 ext. 2 for reservations,
www.santamonicaplayhouse.com
Puppetolio - 1:00 and 3:00pm, 310-
656-0483, 1255 2nd St., ages 3 & up,
reservations suggested

Magicopolis - 2 and 8 p.m., 1418 4th
St., Admission is $20 for evening, $15
for matinee. Call 310-451-2241 for
info.

SUNDAY

LA Z00 - BLACK HISTORY MONTH
CELEBRATION - Saturday and
Sunday, February 21 & 22, 10:00 a.m.
- 5:00 p.m., all ages. See Special
Events section for more info.

THE SOUND of MUSIC presented by
UCLA’s KID’S FLICK - Sunday
February 22, 2:00 p.m., James
Bridges Theatre, UCLA Campus. See
Special Events section for more info.
CINDERELLA at the Santa Monica
Playhouse — Saturdays & Sundays at
12:30 & 3:00 p.m. thru March 28, $12
adults, $10 kids ages 12 & under.
394-9779 ext. 2 for reservations,
www.santamonicaplayhouse.com

Jan. 5 — Feh. 23. Rhymes, songs and
very simple stories in Spanish for
ages 2-5 with adult.

Barnes and Noble, 3rd St.
Promenade — Toddler Story Time —
10am - 310-260-9110

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station — 310-826-5774,
no pre-reg required, first class free,
$10 fee thereafter. Moms/babies 0-4
months, 1:00 — 2:30 p.m.

Yoga & Exercise

Yoga Works — 2215 Montana Ave,
310-393-5150 Pre/Postnatal — 12:15
- 1:45pm, $15

Yoga Garden - Restorative yoga for
pre/postnatal — 6:30 p.m., 310-450-
0133. www.yogagardenstudios.com

Yoga Baby (Venice) — 310-306-9381 —
Mommy & Me (ages 0-5 years) — 10 -
11 a.m,; (infants only) =1 -2 p.m. Pre-
natal yoga - 11:15 a.m. — 12 :30 p.m.

Ocean Oasis Day Spa — 333 Ocean
Avenue, 458-8190. Pre/Post Natal
Yoga/Gentle Flow - 10:30 - 11:45
a.m.; Yoga for Fitness — noon — 1 p.m.
Private sessions available; call Kate
Thomas, RN — 408-1717

We'll Be Expecting You!

Take a FREE tour of The BirthPlace
at Santa Monica-UCLA Medical Center

Tours held monthly. Private tours available too.

Call today: (310) 319-4947

Santa Monica

Medical Center
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Tahoe faces same fire threat as Southern California

BY SCOTT SONNER

Associated Press Writer

RENO, Nev. — Overstocked forests
around Lake Tahoe are in danger of cata-
strophic wildfires like those that burned
750,000 acres in Southern California last
year, industry experts warned at a logging
conference last week.

“I want the people of Lake Tahoe to know
they will not be safe if all they do is clear
brush around their homes or build narrow lit-
tle fuel breaks,” said Tom Bonnicksen, a
forestry professor at Texas A&M.

“It is a false sense of security. Those
are the last lines of defense,” he told
reporters at the 55th annual Sierra-
Cascade Logging Conference.

“Tahoe could burn and if it does, it will
be virtually unstoppable. ... I don’t think
people in the Tahoe basin fully appreciate
exactly how dangerous it is.”

Three Californians — Bill Dennison, a
Plumas County commissioner and direc-
tor of the conference, San Bernardino
County fire marshal Peter Brierty and

“Tahoe could burn and if it does, it will be virtually
unstoppable. ... | don’t think people in the Tahoe basin
fully appreciate exactly how dangerous it is.”

— TOM BONNICKSEN
Forestry professor at Texas A&M

Don Sterrenburg, president of a home-
owners’ association — joined Bonnicksen
if drawing comparisons between condi-
tions at Tahoe and the ones that existed
before fires destroyed more than 3,600
homes and killed two dozen people in
Southern California last year.

They urged more intensive logging and
thinning of forests miles away from resi-
dential areas.

“That’s where the fires come roaring
into communities from,” said Bonnicksen,
an expert on California forests who has
testified before Congress for more than a
decade in support of increased logging on
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federal lands.

“These flames are 200-feet tall, burn-
ing at 2,000 degrees, moving at some-
times a mile a minute,” he said.

Some large trees will have to be cut as
well as underbrush, Bonnicksen said. He
criticized Forest Service restrictions put-
ting most trees larger than 30 inches in
diameter off limits to logging under the
agency'’s latest plan for the Sierra Nevada.

Jay Watson, the wildland fire program
director for The Wilderness Society based
in California, described Bonnicksen as “the
timber industry’s hired, scientist gun.”

“The wood products industry can play
an important role in reducing fire risks
and even in ecological restoration,”
Watson said.

“But if they demand that they still be
able to fire up the chain saws on America’s
old-growth forests, then they are in for a
buzz-saw of opposition,” he said.

“By and large, it is not the large, old
fire-resistant trees that need to be
removed to reduce fire risks. It is the sur-
face fuels, the brush and accumulated
woody debris and the small- to mid-diam-
eter trees that serve as ladder fuels,”
allowing fire to climb from the forest
floor into tree crowns, Watson said.

Brierty said he’s spreading the word
about how lucky San Bernardino County
was so other communities can guard
against disaster.

“We dodged a bullet. We have 50,000
homes in the San Bernardino Mountains.
We lost 500. We could have lost every sin-
gle one of them,” he said.

Sterrenburg said the Dogwood-Blue Jay
Canyon Homeowners Association was one
of the most active in wildfire prevention in
the mountains above San Bernardino.

“We took an inventory of dead trees.
We have taken out 7,200 trees over 148
acres and we’re not done yet,” he said.

Brierty said “bureaucratic red tape”
prevented homeowners from removing
trees they viewed as a fire risk on their
own property.

The Tahoe Regional Planning
Agency’s regulation requiring a permit to
remove any tree larger than 6 inches in
diameter “is silly,” Bonnicksen said.

“It is scientifically unjustified,” he said.

The agency’s officials said they do not
believe it has prevented any landowner
from reducing fire threats on their property.

“It’s a safety gap so landowners don’t
just go out and start removing lots of veg-
etation for view enhancement or for no
apparent reason,” said Mike Vollmer, a
soil scientist who is the regional planning
agency’s vegetation program manager.

It also is intended to help guard against
erosion that poses a threat to Lake Tahoe’s
clarity, he said.

Vollmer said fire threats in Southern
California are different than those at Tahoe.

“Fuels are a very important part of fire
behavior but the biggest driver is weath-
er,” he said.

“In Southern California, there was a
weather pattern for three days with hot,
dry winds blowing to the ocean. We don’t
typically have those kinds of weather pat-
terns here,” he said.

“I’'m not saying it’s not possible. We
just don’t see the same event happening at
Lake Tahoe.”
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Kerry’s front-runner position strengthened by debate

BY NEDRA PICKLER

Associated Press Writer

MILWAUKEE — Howard Dean shook
up his campaign for the second time in
just over two weeks, revealing that
national chairman Steve Grossman is out,
as John Kerry looked to cement his front-
runner status for the Democratic presiden-
tial nomination.

In a stunning disclosure to reporters in
advance of an appearance in La Crosse,
Wis., Dean said he had not talked to
Grossman since publication of remarks in
which Grossman said he expected the for-
mer Vermont governor to curtail his cam-
paign if he fails to win in Wisconsin.

“I have not talked to him since this
came out in the newspaper,” Dean said.
“I’ll speak for the campaign.”

Grossman, in an interview with The
Associated Press, said, “When Howard
Dean says he’s not going to quit, what he
means is the battle to restore democracy
and citizen participation is long-term and
he’s not going to quit on that battle.”

Just over two weeks ago, campaign
manager Joe Trippi was ousted in the
wake of Dean’s loss to Kerry in the New
Hampshire primary. Dean at the time said

he was giving Roy Neel, a longtime asso-
ciate of former Vice President Al Gore,
the top campaign position. Trippi said he
couldn’t live with that, and he refused to
accept a lower-echelon post.

Kerry had said earlier that he would “do
the work” necessary to win Wisconsin’s
Democratic presidential primary, even
though he has a hefty lead in the polls.
Kerry emerged largely unscathed from
Sunday night’s debate with rivals trying to
make a likely last stand.

Dean and John Edwards were given
several chances to criticize Kerry during
the 90-minute faceoff, but Edwards
seemed more inclined than Dean to take
advantage. “Not so fast,” he blurted out at
one point when Kerry talked as if the race
already had been decided and that it was
time to focus on President Bush.

Dean in particular was uncharacteristi-
cally lenient on his leading rival. At one
point, he rose to defend Kerry from
Republican attacks that he is beholden to
special interests, even though Dean him-
self has leveled similar charges.

“I think George Bush has some nerve
attacking anybody about special inter-
ests,” the former Vermont governor said.

Dean on Monday continued to aim his

fire at Bush, not Kerry.

“The principal difference between
myself and George Bush is I believe we
cannot continue as a divided society,”
Dean told the Islamic Society of
Milwaukee, criticizing the administration
for what he called a too-harsh stance
against Americans of Arab descent i n the
wake of the Sept. 11 attacks.

Dean has said he would make a stand in
the Wisconsin primary but is trailing Kerry.

Some of his supporters, including his
national campaign chairman, are urging
him to quit. The former Vermont governor
insisted Sunday, “We are not bowing out.”

Edwards also resisted suggestions that
the contest is over.

“Not so fast, John Kerry,” the North
Carolina senator said after his Massachusetts
colleague declared he would beat Bush.
“We’re going to have an election here in
Wisconsin this Tuesday. And we’ve got a
whole group of primaries coming up. And I,
for one, intend to fight with everything I’ve
got for every one of those votes.”

Kerry, winner of 14 contests, said he’s
prepared for GOP attacks. “T am ready for
what they throw at me,” he said with all the
confidence that he will win the nomination.

During the debate, Edwards challenged

Kerry’s support of trade agreements that he
said have cost jobs in Wisconsin. He also
poked fun at Kerry’s long-winded response
to a question about whether he felt partly
responsible for the cost and casualties of
the Iraq war after voting for it.

“That’s the longest answer I ever heard
to a yes-or-no question,” Edwards said.

The North Carolina senator is in a
slightly better position than Dean to sur-
vive a defeat Tuesday. While Dean is win-
less and losing credibility, Edwards won
his native South Carolina and has
impressed Democrats with a polished,
upbeat style.

After vying in Wisconsin and its 72
delegates, the remaining candidates will
focus on March 2 elections in California,
New York, Ohio and seven other states.
Edwards hopes Wisconsin voters will
bounce Dean from the race, leaving him
standing alone against Kerry as a serious
contender.

The scenario presumes that Edwards
would do well enough Tuesday to keep
money flowing into his campaign, even as
party donors and leaders rally behind
Kerry. Edwards’ backers say the odds are
steep, and they won’t rule out the possibil-
ity he’ll be forced from the race this week.

WORLD BRIEFLY

Bomb kills two U.S. soldiers

By The Associated Press

BAGHDAD, Iraq — A roadside bomb killed a U.S.
soldier Monday in central Baghdad and gunmen
ambushed a car carrying American civilians south of the
capital, killing one and wounding three others, the U.S.
military said.

Another American soldier was wounded in the
Baghdad attack, which occurred about 9:20 a.m. The
victims were part of a three-vehicle military police
patrol from the Ist Armored Division, which is due to
leave Iraq in the coming weeks and be replaced by the
Ist Cavalry Division.

On Saturday, gunmen in a white sedan opened fire on
a taxi that was taking Americans from a religious group
from the site of the ancient city of Babylon back to
Baghdad. The three wounded were taken to a hospital in
Mahmudiyah, about 15 miles south of Baghdad, the
U.S. military said Monday.

U.S. paratroopers from the 82nd Airborne Division
learned of the attack while patrolling in Mahmudiyah.

The statement did not identify the religious group
with which the Americans were affiliated, but a number
of Christian humanitarian groups working in Iraq.

Haitian rebel force grows

By The Associated Press

Countries with nukes meet for peace

By The Associated Press

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — Nuclear-armed rivals
India and Pakistan began historic meetings Monday
aimed at preparing the way for a sustained peace dia-
logue on Kashmir and other disputes that have kept the
neighbors at loggerheads for decades.

Pakistan is eager to show quick progress during the
three days of talks, which also are likely to cover confi-
dence-building measures in the nuclear field to avoid an
accident — especially considering admissions of leaks
of nuclear technology by the father of Pakistan’s nuclear
program.

India and Pakistan last held formal peace talks in July
2001 in Agra, India.

Pakistan’s President Pervez Musharraf and Indian
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee agreed to launch
the new dialogue when they met on the sidelines of a
South Asian summit in January.

Jalil Abbas lJilani, a director-general in Pakistan’s
Foreign Ministry, and Arun Kumar Singh, a joint secre-
tary in India’s External Affairs Ministry, shook hands
and smiled before the start of the meeting.

Highway shooter escapes again

By The Associated Press

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti — A rebel force trying
to oust President Jean-Bertrand Aristide grew in size as
former exiled paramilitary troops joined the insurrection
and aid workers hurried to get doctors and supplies to
the cut-off north.

A humanitarian convoy was expected leave Monday
from Haiti’s capital, Port-au-Prince, for St. Marc, a
northern port city where rebels burned the police station
and torched a clinic. The Geneva-based International
Committee of the Red Cross would lead the convoy,
officials said.

Rebel roadblocks have halted most food and fuel
shipments since the unrest began.

The rebels launched a rebellion on Feb. 5 from
Gonaives, 70 miles northwest of Port-au-Prince.
Although the rebels are thought to number less than
Haiti’s 5,000-member police force, exiled paramilitary
leaders and police have reportedly joined them.

COLUMBUS, Ohio — The day after the chief
investigator said authorities were closing in on a serial
highway shooter, a man stood in plain view on an over-
pass and fired a handgun at cars below. He then walked
to his car and slipped into traffic.

Ballistics testing has confirmed that the Saturday
morning shooting was the 24th in a series in the
Columbus area, investigators said Sunday. No one was
injured in that shooting.

The bullet recovered from the battery of a sport util-
ity vehicle struck on Interstate 70 matches eight others
recovered during the investigation, including the one
that killed a woman in November, according to a
release. The others have been linked by factors includ-
ing location and circumstances.

Experts said the shooter is becoming bolder after
evading capture for three months, when authorities first
established a pattern in the shootings.

On Friday, Franklin County Chief Deputy Steve Martin
said he felt confident in the investigation’s progress.

Bush courts small business votes

By The Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla. — President Bush is winding up two
days courting voters in the state that decided the 2000
election with a defense of his economic record at a
small, family owned business.

Bush’s schedule Monday, the second day of his 19th
visit to Florida as president, included a tour of NuAir
Manufacturing, a window and door manufacturer run by
a Hispanic woman, and a public “conversation” on his
economic agenda with a group of small-business own-
ers and employees.

Across the state Sunday, Bush opened the Daytona 500
and watched most of stock car racing’s ultimate prize.

The president’s chief proposal is to make the tax cuts
passed under his watch permanent. He also advocates
limiting medical malpractice lawsuit awards, more
restrictions on class-action lawsuits overall, more glob-
al trade agreements, increasing domestic energy sup-
plies and trimming back small-business regulation.

Scientists clone mules

By The Associated Press

SEATTLE — Three young mules who are the first
members of the horse family to be cloned are all healthy,
normal and energetically enjoying life, say researchers
who put them on display here Sunday.

Idaho Gem, born May 4, 2003, was the first success-
ful cloning of an equine. He was followed by siblings
Utah Pioneer on June 9 and Idaho Star on July 27. The
clonings were a project of the Northwest Equine
Reproduction Laboratory at the University of Idaho in
Moscow, Idaho.

All three were born to surrogate mares from embryos
that were cloned using eggs from horses and cells taken
from the 45-day-old fetus of a mule. The cloned mules
are the true siblings of Taz, a famous racing mule.
Researchers bred Taz’s parents, a jack donkey and a
horse mare, and allowed the resulting fetus to grow for
45 days. This provided the DNA needed for the clones.

Gordon Woods, director of the University of Idaho
laboratory, said the animals undergo intensive medical
tests every three months and all three appear to be nor-
mal and healthy.

“We have not seen anything out of the ordinary with
these animals,” Woods said at a presentation at the
national meeting of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science.
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JAPANESE

$15 Special

FREE California Roll & FREE Miso Soup

with $15 purchase or more

Buy 1 get second item free

Exp. Feb. 28, 2004
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LUBE .T on “WORLD F:\MOUS" ;
Lose . || Big Bean’s Cafe
- - - AT SAanTA Moxica BEacH
In minutes, with no appointment
Where the “locals” meet and the “fun loving” tourists always retum!

2645 LINCOLN BLVD.IN SANTA MONICA
(AT OCEAN PARK INSIDE THOMAS’ COFFEE SHOP)

(310) 452-2265

+ Tax & Environmental
Fee, Most Cars.

:YOUR NEXT JIFFY LUBE

Signature Service Oil Change.

|+ a FREE VIP Card
I

N —

($30 value. See store for details.)

Bring in this coupon to the Santa Monica Jiffy Lube and pay $21.99 plus tax and environmen-
tal fee, most cars, up to 5 quarts, for a complete Signature Service Oil Change. Not valid with
other discounts or offers of synthetic oil. OFFER EXPIRES 2/29/04.

Each Jiffy Lube is independently owned and operated.

2344 Pico Blvd. in Santa Monica (at Cloverfield)

SM-DP 8

(310) 392-1994

SUN ¢ FUN » GREAT FOOD

BEER  WINE « MUSIC

SPORTS TV « 2 OUTDOOR PATIOS
SMOKING ALLOWED
REASONABLE PRICES! CHILDREN WELCOME!

1615 Ocean Front, Santa Monica (310) 393-2666

At Santa Monica Beach in front of the historic merry-go round, just
below & southeast of the pier. This location has been here since 1902
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CLASSIFIEDS

S3°° per day.Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.

Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative

Employment

For Sale

Furniture

Pets

Boats

$3 - 5K per week income poten-
tial work from home, NOT MLM.
(800)570-3782 Ext. 4020.

ADVERTISING
SALES
INTERNSHIP

Learn about the fast paced and
creative world of advertising!
Create real world ad campaigns,
work with customers, gain
experience in proposal writing,
media planning and outstanding
customer service. Must be
computer literate, have an
outgoing personality and enjoy
multi-tasking. Email resume to
ross@smdp.com or call
310-458-7737 x 104

Fimla Women Dy P

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals

Apartments/Condos Rent

Houses for Rent

Roomates

Commerical Lease

ENTRY LEVEL OFFICE
ASSISTANT F/T Wilshire/Bun-
dy. Real Estate finance compa-
ny. Basic word/excel. Email
cover letter/resume to kjaxhei-
mer@gemb.com

GOOD OPPORTUNITY for F/T
or P/T employment. R.N., up to
$85K/year & M.S.W/Master in
Social Work up to $55K/year
needed for Adult Day Health
center in M.D.R 310-821-3599
Fax 310-821-3387

Help make the world a better place
and earn extra cash as a Tele
Fundraiser. Raise money for the
Democratic National Committee,
PBS Radio and TV Stations,
Symphonies, Operas and Theatres.
Work for MSGI!!

Now is your chance to join a dynam-
ic fund raising organization that
offers employ flexible

ADVERTISING SALES

Work with clients to figure out
their message, package it
cleverl, get results. Must be
persistent and willing to make
the calls, knock on doors,
network fiercely. One third
selling,one third PR and Mar-
keting, one third keeping
yourself organized. This can
be fun for the right person,
misery for the wrong person.
Front loaded commission pro-
gram enables you to start
making money right away, if
you have what it takes. Great
long term potential for the
right personality. Energetic
office full of resources to help
you grow as a professional.
Must be a self starter, high
energy and computer literate.
Send resume and cover letter
to ross@smdp.com.

Santa Monica Difp Press

APARTMENT ASST. MANAG-
ERS: immediate opening, cou-
ple needed for senior bldg. Sal-
ary plus benefits . Fax to (310)
451-1628 (E.O.E.)

AUTO DETAILER wanted. No
experience required will train.
California drivers license/clean
DMV required. Apply with DMV
printout P/T.F/T $7/hr 310-459-
6800, Greg

CHIROPRACTIC OFFICE
seeks exp. massage
therapist/medica asst. Please

call 310-449-1222 or fax
resume to 310-449-1228

DENTAL ASSISTANT Santa
Monica. Great office! P/T, F/T
Please fax resume
310-394-0697

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit fe-
male model wanted for figure
drawing by artist. No experi-
ence necessary. Call (818)501-
0266

paid training, and an hourly salary
plus bonuses. Start to make a dif-
ference today by calling Danni at
310-760-0770 ext. 400 or email us at
submissions@sdatel.com.

NEED SECURITY p/t am&pm
in Santa Monica call (714)531-
0555.

OFFICE MANAGER needed
ASAP! Excellent office facilities,
minimum 4yrs computer and
communications experience
required. Fax resume
310-453-2749

PRIVATE DUTY Malibu RN and
CNA. Days LVN Nights/12/hr
call Bonnie 323-782-0303 or
fax/resume 310-456-3950

SALES PROFESSIONAL

THE DAILY PRESS is seeking
a qualified, aggressive, tele-
phone representative to help us
develop new business in classi-
fied advertising. Must have ex-
perience in telephone sales, not
afraid to make 80 - 100 calls
per day and be a self starter.
Must be well spoken, computer
literate, and possess a passion
for customer service. Please
send resumes to :
ross@smdp.com

WORK P/T No experience
needed, evenings, $8/hr, flexi-
ble schedule. Call (888)263-
9886 .

DINING ROOM
TABLE/CHAIRS, SOFA BED,
COLOR TV’S, QUEEN BED
SET, LOUNGE CHAIRS, END
TABLE & LAMPS, MISC. EV-
ERYTHING LIKE NEW! MOV-
ING, MUST SELL! WLA AREA
310-922-7499

GOLDEN RETRIEVER Pups
Gorgeous! AKC-OSA Cham-

pion lines, must see! $600-$700
Male & Female 909-790-5918

&>

OF SANTA MONICA

’02 Ford Mustang
5-Speed, A/C, P/W,
P/Locks, SHARP CAR!
(ID#F116156) $9,989

’01 Ford F150
V6, automatic, P/W, P/C,
(ID#A29098) $14,995

'97 Ford Explorer
Eddie Bauer Edition
Leather, Alloys, Sun Roof,

Low Miles, Multi-Disc

(ID#C05419) $9,889

Low

0363) $53,995

'99 Dodge Quad Cab
Pick Up, Oversize Tires &

Wheels, Auto, A/C, Sharp
(ID#610134) $13,989

'99 Ford Explorer
Red, A/C, Leather
(ID#71978) $10,989

’02 Ford Explorer XLT

V8, Leather, Loaded, Black
MANAGER SPECIAL

(ID#A61068) $18,995

BRING US YOUR
TRADE-INS

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-451-1588

Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage

Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

’96 PLYMOUTH GRAND
VOYAGER
SE, VIN 484227 $7000

’94 DODGE CARAVAN
VIN 635648 7 passenger V6
$3995

’95 SATURN SL2
VIN 392250 $4000

’92 FORD TAURUS
4DR VIN 233060
One Owner $2000

’93 TOYOTA PREVIA
Mini Van VIN 112783
One owner $4000

90 ACURA LEGEND
Coupe VIN 003085 $5000

’70 BUICK RIVIERA
VIN 925668 Classic $5000

’65 VW BUG
VIN 260574 $4500

YOUR
AD
HERE

ADVERTISE!!

Santa Monica
Daily Press
Classifieds

310.458.7737

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712

Business Opportunities

Yard Sales

Health and Beauty

Fitness

Wealth and Success

Lost and Found

Personals
Obituaries

LOGK

LEXUS/VOLKSWAGEN
OF SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

A3\

As Low as 1.9%
Financing on

Selected Models.
Limited Term OAC.

2001 LEXUS GS 430

4D Sedan, 5-Speed Auto
Moon Roof, Alloy Wheels
(002870)

1998 LEXUS GS 300

4D, Sedan, 5-SD Automatic,
Alloy Wheels, Moon Roof
(019197)

2001 BMW X5

4D SUV, Automatic, Leather,
Moon Roof (H14719)

2002 YW GOLF GLS

4D Hatchback, 5-Speed
Air Conditioning (016284)

2002 VW GTI VR6

2D Hatchback, 5-Speed,
Leather, Moon Roof
(006117)

1100 Santa Monica Bivd

(310) 319-1661

LAcarGUYcom

SANTA MONICA

Monumental
Savings!

’00 CAMRY XLE
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
(Y0239166) $14,788

’03 TOYOTA 4RUNNER
Limited, Just Traded
(38007245) Call for $$

’00 LANDCRUISER
Black, LOADED
(40111676) $33,995

’98 FORD F150
Lariat, Leather, Low Miles
(WKA76579) $12,450

00 VOLVO S80T6
Auto, Leather, Low Miles
(Y110204) $18,988

’02 MITSUBISHI GALANT
Loaded with goodies
(2E0303388) $10,998

’03 TOYOTA RAV4
Recent trade, Warranty
(30108392) $19,995

AD EXPIRES 2/23/04
All advertised prices exclude gov-
ernment fees and taxes, any
finance charges, any dealer doc-
ument preparation charges, and
any emission testing charge.

HURRY TO:
832 Santa Monica Blvd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUYcom

Claude Short Auto Sales

Offering Quality Service to the Westside since 1927

This We

)

14K Mile

ck's Special

(), N

b o
-

»03 Honda Civic
S!l vin#603898

.

-—

Four Generations

Devoted Service

$14,000

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712
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CLASSIFIEDS

DRUM LESSONS in
home! Great w/children & be-
ginners, first lesson FREE! Call
Tom (310)422-2699.

3RD STREET PROMENADE
Apts. Ocean views, remodeled
units 1+1, $1500-$2000, 2+2
$2100-$2500. 1453 3rd Street.
MOVE IN SPECIALS!
(310)862-1000.

BEVERLY HILLS ADJ.
$1175.00 Close to malls. On
Sweetzer. Bright 2bdrm/1ba,
laundry, parking, d/w, stove,
water & trash included newly
finished hardwood, fresh paint,
small pet OK.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apanmenthu nterz.com
(310)276-4663

BRENTWOOD $1250.00 Tradi-
tional 2bdrm/1ba. Upper, newer
carpet, fridge, stove, laundry &
parking. No pets.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthu nterz.com
(310)276-4663

(asa Loma Apartment
101 Dudley Ave. Venice

NOW LEASING!
Steps to the beach
Singles and Studios
$695.00 to $1095.00

MOVE IN SPECIAL
FIRST MONTH FREE!
(Requires S.D. & 1 yr. lease)
1-888-399-1166

CULVER CITY $650.00 Quiet,
single, remodeled building,
pool, landscape, balcony, car-
pets. Convenient to shopping,
premises, dishwasher, fire-
place, refrigerator, stove.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apanmenthu nterz.com
(310)276-4663

PASADENA $725.00 Spacious
1bdrm/1ba, beamed ceilings,
very private, hardwood floors,
large closets, upper unit, air
conditioning.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA  MONICA  $1150/mo
Large 1bdrm, hardwood floors,
appliances, parking, laundry,
near college, cats ok
310-450-8748

SANTA MONICA $1195/mo
Best neighborhood,nice lower
front 1bd,1ba. Appliances,
redecorated, private patio Open
Daily 1318 Euclid #1
310-395-1495

SANTA MONICA N. of
Willishire.1+1 upper unit, bright,
new carpet & paint. Close to
grocery, 10 short blocks to
beach and Promenade.
$1290/mo lease month to
month, Closed garage for
$179/mo. 661-330-0836

SANTA MONICA $1550.00 N.
of Wilshire. Contemporary, spa-
cious, 2bdrm/2ba, stove, dish-
washer, parking, pet OK, W/D
in unit, mini-blinds, fridge.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

WwWWw. apartmenth unterz.com
(310)276-4663

STUDIO CITY $1000.00
1bdrm/iba New w/d in each
unit, new bbqg and sun patio w/
fountain, central air & heat, mir-
rored wardrobe doors.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www‘apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA 1334 Lincoln
Blvd 1140sq/ft  $2200/mo. &
600 sq/ft 1300/mo. Can
combine. E.Keasbey
(310)477-3192.

SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days
per/wk  $500/mo.  Jasmine
(310)392-9596.

Real Estate

SANTA MONICA $1790/mo. 2
bedroom, 2 bath, prime loca-
tion, parking available, hard-
wood floors.(310)451-2178.

SANTA MONICA $795.00 Low-
er Unit, Part. Furn., safe neigh-
borhood, bright, full kitchen, off
of Wilshire Blvd., utils. inc.,
amenities include Street park-
ing, Indry facilities, crpts, fur-
nished, refrig., stv, storage.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA
$1450/mo. New tiles,
appliances, hardwood floors,

1bd

bright/airy, beautifull garden
area. Franklin/Arizona
310-729-5367

SANTA  MONICA  1bd/1ba

$950/mo. New tile in kitchen &
bath. Beautiful view of beach. 2
blocks from College on 12th
Street. 310-925-5761

SANTA MONICA 2bdrm 2ba
$1575/mo, new carpet, new
paint, refrigerator, walk-in closet
call Gail 310-718-9158

SANTA MONICA ADJ.
Townhouse, $2000/mo 2bd,
2 1/2ba,vaulted ceilings,
washer/dryer, parking
310-391-8580

SANTA MONICA Bungalow, t/s,
hrdwd flrs, W/D, bookshelves,
near Wilshire, $1195
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Bungalowm
r/s, hrdwd flrs, balcony, near
beach, historic, $895
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA shared apt,
pvt rm, pvt bath, util incld, near
beach, $500
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA shared apt,
pvt rm, r/s,dwshr,balcony, patio,
gated prkng, $500
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Triplex, dog
ok, r/s, hrdwd fIrs, laundry,
patio, prkng, $1800
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, crpt, laundry,
balcony w/city view, m to m, util
incld, $780
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, dog ok,
balcony, hrdwd fIrs, quiet, near
beach, $925
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, dog ok, r/s,
pool, laundry, cable, sauna, m
to m, util incld, $780
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, lower, dog
ok, r/s, hrdwd flrs, laundry, 8-
units, prkng, $2090

SANTA MONICA,R/S, laundry,
nu kitchen, near SMC,double
garage, $1300
www.westsiderentals.com

VENICE GREAT LOCATION 1
BLOCK TO BEACH 2BD 11/2
BA, ALL NEW AMENITIES
INCLUDING REFRIGERATOR,
WASHER/DRYER, PRIVATE
PATIO, 1 PARKING $2100/MO
W/1YR LEASE GAS & WATER
PAID AVAILABLE NOW
310-403-8729

WLA $1390/MO. 2 Bedrooms, 1
bath, hardwood floors, large
kitchen (310)391-8880.

WEST HOLLYWOOD $795.00
Great 1bdrm/1ba, patio, 2 units

available,  patio, hardwood
floors, stove, fridge, Spanish
style.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

Do Not Use #2

CALLING ALL Kato Kaelin's!
Find a sweet guest house in the
Daily Press.

Houses For Rent

2BR 1BA House, 1507 18th
Street, new paint & blinds,
carpet. $1500/mo NO PETS
310-532-3876

SANTA MONICA Ocean View
2bd 2ba+ office, hardwood
floors, Ocean Park. 2553 3rd
St. Pets negotiable $3600/mo
310-480-5623

SANTA MONICA Rear house,
2bd/2ba New carpet, new paint
No pets $1300/mo 310-925-
5761

Commercial Lease

‘ﬂ'

“L
AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership
Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer
Call Today
310-745-4847

Buy or Sell Tomorrow

MORTGAGE NOTE. CALL
ITODAY TO FIND OUT HOW|
YOU CAN CONVERT YOUR]
MONTHLY PAYMENTS INTO|
A°- LARGE LUMP SUM OF
CASH.

818-878-3006

Real Estate Wanted

MOTIVATED BUYER: | buy
houses, any area, any price,
any condition .
Call (310)422-4933 .

[ Massage |

$10 OFF/AD THERAPY &
RELAX 1227 LINCOLN BLVD
#201 SANTA MONICA
(323)630-9506

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES 6th ST.

ONE MONTH
FREE RENT

Remodeled: Mediterranean Design
Near Promenade, Windows
Parking, Garden Courtyard
Janitorial, Utilities included

2-4 Rooms, Short/Long Term

$1495-$2450
(310) 395-4620

1617 BROADWAY
Individual Offices

New building.

All services included.
Reception telephone answering.
High speed T-1 Internet.
Full use of conference rooms,
copier, printer, faxes...etc.
Parking. Flexible lease terms.

310-526-0310

DENTAL OFFICE to share.
Seeking aggressive dentist to
start solo practice. Share quality
Santa Monica location in a
prestigious professional medical
building. Available mornings un-
til 1pm, all day Fridays and Sat-
urdays. Call 310-315-3676.

MDR SHARE space. New suite,
3 space in small Law Firm. Law
Library, Conference Room, Re-
ceptionist, Copier, DSL, Parking
Available, 90 Freeway close.
Starting at $800. (310)553-
0756.

OFFICE SPACE. 235-340
Sq Ft. Reasonable. 19th &
Colorado Santa Monica
310-453-4427

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

BODYWORK BY PAUL. DEEP

OR LIGHT PRESSURE
$40/70MIN. ATHLETES
WELCOME NON-SEXUAL

PAUL (310)741-1901.

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong
and tender relaxing bodywork
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian
Staff (310)899-3709.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with an ex-
quisite full body Swedish/Deep-
tissue massage. Laura
(310)394-2923 (310)569-0883.

Announcements

"l SOLD it one day! When | put
my futon for sale in the Daily
Press, it took me one day to sell
it...thanks!" Nina Stewart, San-
ta Monica.

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP
meeting. Last Wednesday of
the month; at Sunrise Assisted
Living, Pacific Palisades -call
(310)573-9545/Linda.

Business Opp

ABSOLUTE GOLDMINE! 60
Vending machines with excel-
lent locations all for $10,995.
(800)234-6982.

BUILD CLIENTELE in
Brentwood. Share Studio
w/Esthetician ideal for Botox or
collagen injections. 310-451-
9980

) Ocean Oasis
Facials  Yoga o Pilates » Therapeutic Massage
(310) 458-8190

Dr. Lisa Masterson, M.D.

1333 Ocean Avenue in Santa Wonica

TURNER CONSTRUCTION
COMPANY

Is seeking qualified Disabled Veteran Business
Enterprises (DVBE)

(MBE/WBE/DBE Firms also encouraged to respond)
Interested in bidding sub-trades and material
suppliers for construction of the
SANTA MONICA COLLEGE LIBERAL ARTS — NORTH UNIT
Earthquake Replacement, Santa Monica, CA
Bid Date: Tuesday, February 24 @ 2:00 p.m.
'SUBBIDS DUE: Friday, February 20 @ 12:00 Noon
Plans/Specs are available for review in our office
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
Firms interested in bidding should contact
Turner Construction Company
555 West Fifth Street, 37th Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90013
Attention: Saad Daghestani
213891- 3115 FAX 213 486-9837
Direct all technical questions to Jeremy Johnston at
(213) 891-3116 or e-mail at: jjohnston@tcco.com
DVBE Firms must submit proof of Certification as a
DVBE. Bonding will not be required. This project
will require the payment of Prevailing Wages and the
submittal of weekly certified payroll reports.

Turner is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
CA LICENSE NO. 210639

Classified Advertising Conditions :REGULAR RATE: $2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add

20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two

words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates.

TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has

run more than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s

paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All private party ads must be pre-paid.
We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our

offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310)458-7737; send a check or money order with
ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our

office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For information about
the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310)458-7737.

CLASSIFIFDS

ARE FASY!

CAL NOW!

ALL CLASSIFIEDS $2.50 A DAY up 10 15 WORDS
20: PER WORD THEREAFTER 12 DAY MiNiMUM

310.458.7737

L9

LEASING CENTER

SANTA MONICA

(310) 899-9580

COMPLEMENTARY RENTAL LIST &
LEASING CONSULTATION
WALK-INS WELCOME 10AM — 6PM DAILY

CENTURY WEST PROPERTIES
EXCEPTIONAL WESTSIDE RENTALS

1437 SEVENTH STREET, SUITE 200
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B.C. HAULING clean-up; all
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

BEST MOVERS

No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.
Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic.T-163844
(323) 997-1193

JRONMAN

Hantyan e

T2 OTAT

Ewveracal Mippng & Wt
PrecERymaies Pati Prinety v

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing,
drywall, electrical. 30 years in

this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

o Evening hours + emergency services
¢ Root Ganals, Crowns, Veneers

o 20+ years of experience

o UCLA Graduate

e Most insurances accepted

e Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS
310-315-3676

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 + SANTA MONICA

COMMERCIAL

Residential Remodel
HONEST & RELIABLE
FREE ESTIMATES

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

AWARD
PAINTING

When Quality Counts!
mExcellent References
mKnowledgable, Professional
u Affordable Pricing
m Mastercard / Visa
mFaux Finishing
u Proper Preparation
mBeautiful Finish Work
n Safisfaction Guaranteed

Call Dave Ward for a
Free Estimate:
(310) 641-1235

73 30+ Years

ﬂl Experience

Insured Lic. 502762

D.J

D.J. Service
Corporate & Private Events
Negotiable Rates
818.370.1659

ifwe  Steve’s 24
e, 24
DISCOUNT
PLUMBING
DRAINS = HEAT
RESIDENTIAL = COMMERCIAL
(310) 439-7771 au erices neconsaie
1596 OFF WITH THIS AD

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured - Lic#658-486
PAINTING * CARPENTRY * ROOFING
CONCRETE * ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

Daily Press Glassifieds

THE MOLD EXPERTS

Expert Mold
Inspection,
Investigation
& Remediation

400 S. Beverly Dr., Ste 214
in Beverly Hills

(310) 281-2282

www.errandsetc.biz

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,
unpacking from a major move,

uncluttering closets and
other home/office paper
management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZER!
Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of
your cleaning, own transporta-
tion. $40 (818)705-0297.

MARCO TELECOM: Phone
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

NOTICETO
READERS:

California law requires that
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or
materials) be licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board. State law also requires
that contractors include their
license number on all
advertising. You can check the
status of your licensed
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed
contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state
in their advertisements that
they are not licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board.

ONE HOUR Alterations,
hemming, jeans, pants, skirts,
etc. Made by professional Call
Michael 310-980-2674

PAINTING TOP QUALITY A&A
custom,Interior And Exterior .

Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta
(310)560-9864.

STILL
SMOKING?

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

Certified
Hypnotherapist

(310) 235-2882

DO YOU Mind Earning an Extra
$109K/year Working 10 Hours a
Week? Call 323-632-1234

-Speed Internet
UP TO 8X FASTER THAN DSL

Only 12 per month
* No Contract

* Includes Email and
Webspace
* 1-Month Trial

NotCat Networks
310-393-4037

Computer Services
APPLE MACINTOSH

Trouble Shooting
Tutoring
Excellent Malibu References
10 years experience
Former Apple Employee
Expending to Santa Monica area
« Wireless Network « 0S 9 & 0S X
« DSL/Cable Modem  Low Rates
« No extra charge for weekends

310-804-2237
Ask for Michael

COMPUTER HELP: Your office
or home. Typing, tutorial, Micro-
soft Word, Excel, Access, inter-
net navigation, software instal-
lation. Also, notary public serv-
ices. (310)207-3366

VERY PATIENT friendly & af-
fordable repairs, set-ups, train-
ing networks and more! Digital
Duchess. (310)395-6884.

“My organizing services have certainly branched out along the Westside
due to the exposure in the Santa Monica Daily Press. Busy families
need organization and the response I have received from the directory
has proved to be very beneficial. Whether you are a computer tutor or
mover remind yourself to place an ad in the directory and hire a pro-
fessional organizer to ensure more progress within your home.”

— Christine Cohen

“I’ve gotten great response from my ad and a lot of jobs. You provide
wonderful customer service and your rates are well within my budget.
Dealing with nice people is always a pleasure.”

— Frank, Realistic Roofing

“It's great to have a Santa Monica daily back for our community that
gives excellent service.”
— Howard Greenburg, Howard Management group

“I get lots of calls on my ads. Your service is impeccable. You take care
of my needs & remind me of renewals. Your cover everything of what
is important in Santa Monica. Your a great daily.”

— Diego Guida

“Recently I placed an advertisement for employment for my restaurant
located on the Promenade. The response I received was tremendous.
This was my first experience with Santa Monica Daily Press. Mitch
Troy made my experience easy and pleasurable and I will not hesitate
to call Mitch for any future advertisement needs. Thank you Daily
Press for all your help.

— Jim Rickwalt, Johnnie’s Italian Restaurant
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

By The Associated Press

B DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. — Actor Ben Affleck
got the loudest ovation among the celebrities who attend-
ed the Daytona 500, but he also got some bad news.

“They told me I was going to be bumped, and I was
like ‘bumped? What are you talking about bumped?
Who’s bumping me?””” said Affleck, who drove the pace
car. “‘The President of the United States.” OK, terrific.
Guess I’m bumped then.””

Affleck served as the grand marshal — even though
some of his duties were given to President Bush.
Whoopi Goldberg was an honorary starter, and LeAnn
Rimes sang the national anthem and was the featured
performer in the pre-race “Tribute to America” show.

Lee Greenwood and the reigning Miss America,
Ericka Dunlap, also sang.

B HAVANA — Pulitzer Prize-winning author Alice
Walker debuted the Spanish translation of her novel
“Meridian” in Havana, telling her Cuban fans there is a
direct correlation between the U.S. civil rights move-
ment and the socialist revolution that brought Fidel
Castro to power.

“I thought about Cuba a lot when I was writing this,”
Walker told a packed audience Sunday at an interna-
tional book fair. “It has meant very much to me that
Cubans have understood what I’'m doing. Sometimes in

my own country, I am very severely criticized by people
who don’t bother to read me at all.”

“Meridian,” first published in English in 1976,
explores the private internal and interpersonal struggles
of a young protagonist by the same name who is involved
in the civil rights movement in the United States.

“I feel that Meridian understands a very important
basic thing, which is that it is very important to choose
the people who make up the majority of the planet, to
stand with the poor and to stand with people who are
struggling, because in the end we will win,” said
Walker, 60.

Walker, a Georgia native, won the Pulitzer Prize for
her 1982 novel “The Color Purple.”

B PRINCETON BOROUGH, N.J. — Secretary of
State Colin Powell is scheduled to be at Princeton
University this week for a birthday tribute to George
Kennan, the former ambassador and Pulitzer Prize winner.

Powell, along with political scientists and diplomats
from around the world, were invited to celebrate
Kennan’s legacy as the principle architect of the U.S.
policy of containment toward the Soviet Union during
the Cold War.

Powell is scheduled to deliver opening remarks
Friday to conference attendees and students. Kennan,
who turns 100 on Monday, is too frail to attend.

Kennan, a Princeton graduate and Institute for

Bush upstages actor Ben Affleck at Daytona 500 race

Advanced Study scholar, wrote two definitive policy
papers that formed the basis for the Truman Doctrine
and the Marshall Plan, framing U.S. strategy toward
global resistance to communism after World War II.
Kennan is the author of several books including
“American Diplomacy 1900-1950” and “Nuclear
Delusion: Soviet-American Relations in the Atomic Age.”
Kennan was also an ambassador to the Soviet Union.

B BOSTON — Although Meg Ryan’s last movie
didn’t do so well at the box office, she didn’t get
involved in it simply for the cash.

While doing publicity for the boxing movie “Against
the Ropes,” Ryan talked about her role in Jane
Campion’s controversial thriller “In the Cut,” which
generated lots of publicity for her in-the-buff lovemak-
ing scenes.

“I learned on the last movie out that there’s a very
particular idea of me that people don’t want to give up.
And you know what? That’s fine, I’'m happy to do
comedies as well,” Ryan told the Boston Herald in
Sunday’s editions.

“I mean, I’m an actor, and I want to do all kinds of
different things. But that was never a movie for every-
one. That was always a movie that has a great director
telling a very, very personal story. It’s great to serve that
kind of vision as well as a more commercial vision.
They’re just two entirely different things.”

Can’t find the Daily Press
in your neighborhood?

call us. We’ll take your suggestions. (310) 458-PRESS ((7737)
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