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SMALL BUSINESS
STARTUP?

Gary Limjap
(310) 586-0339

In today’s real estate climate ...
Experience counts!
garylimjap@gmail.com
www.garylimjap.com

#CoffeeOnMontana  #MontanaAveSM

Brewed For You!

SPEND A NIGHT 
OUT ON PICO!

From Bowling, to Music, 
to Cocktails…We’ll Show

You A Good Time
PICOPASSPORT.COM

Live Music and Theatre at Iconic Santa Monica Venues! 

BY BRIAN MELLEY
Associated Press

The murder case against New
York real estate heir Robert Durst
took a trip back in time Tuesday to
the mysterious disappearance of
his first wife in 1982.

Prosecutors seeking to get testi-
mony on the record now from eld-
erly witnesses and those who fear
Durst could have them knocked off
began calling witnesses in Los

SEE TESTIMONY PAGE 5

BY KATE CAGLE
Daily Press Staff Writer

Two giant, transparent tarps
hang over the front of the Tenth
Street Promenade apartments.
Behind the pane-less window
frames, construction workers rip
out the bare bones of vacant units.
On a weekday afternoon, the
workmen’s radios blare as they
shout conversations from apart-
ment to apartment.

For the five tenants holding on
to their rent controlled apartments

just north of Arizona, the con-
struction is nearly unbearable.

On some days, the buildings at
1238 and 1242 10th Street rattle so
violently it knocks picture frames
off side tables. The central court-
yard that used to showcase a large
tree is now covered in dust and
debris. The tree was recently cut
down. Peace seems nowhere near –
as more tenants get fed up with the
noise and take buyouts, their apart-
ments are gutted as well. Fifteen of
the twenty apartments are now in
some stage of demolition.

Multiple tenants say the last
year of construction has been care-
less at best and a risk to their health
at worse.

One tenant, Shruti, is refusing
to leave her home of twelve years
despite a relocation order from the
City after multiple tests found
asbestos dust in her unit. Asbestos
is a known carcinogen and there
are strict federal guidelines regard-
ing its abatement. It is knocked
free from old ceilings and walls
during remodeling and while M A
S Construction did file the proper

paperwork with the Air Quality
Management District regarding
the cleanup, tenants claim workers
did not follow proper protocol dis-
posing of the debris or keeping the
dust from floating into nearby
apartments.

“I’m worried now because I
know they’re not going to follow
the rules,” said Shruti, who asked
the Daily Press not to publish her
last name. Her next-door neighbor
recently took a buyout, and the

SEE ASBESTOS PAGE 7

UCLA VALENTINES Marina Andalon marina@smdp.com
Tuesday, Feb. 14, volunteers from People-Animal Connection and Dollies Make A Difference visited UCLA Medical Center, Santa Monica to deliver Valentine’s Day cards and dollies. 
President of UCLA Health, Johnese Spisso made an appearance, and spent time with many of the patients. See Page 3 for more information. 

FOR THE RECORD: 

Testimony heard 
in case of real 

estate heir

Tenants get rent reduction hearing
after asbestos and year of construction
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What’s Up

Westside
OUT AND ABOUT IN SANTA MONICA

For help submitting an event, contact us at 310-458-7737 or submit to editor@smdp.com

Wednesday, February 15
Soundwaves Concert: West
Coast Chamber Jazz Trio
Drummer/composer Andrea Centazzo
presents his work with Ellen Burr
(flute) and Jeff Schwartz (bass).
SoundwavesNewMusic.com for
details. Main Library, 601 Santa
Monica Blvd., 7:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Planning Commission Meeting
Regular Meeting of the Santa Monica
Planning Commission. City Hall, 1685
Main St., 7 p.m.

STEAM Activity: Robot
Racing
Make a robot with recycled materials,
then use coding to race it on a giant
game board. Players will work in teams.
Grades K - 3. Fairview Branch Library,
2101 Ocean Park Blvd., 4 – 5:30 p.m.

Jeopardy - Presidential
Edition
In celebration of Presidents’ Day, join
us for an afternoon of trivia featuring
our nation’s presidents. Pico Branch
Library, 2201 Pico Blvd., 4 p.m.

Commission for the Senior
Community Meeting
The Commission meets on the third
Wednesday of each month from 1:30 -
3:30 p.m. at the Ken Edwards Center
(1527 4th St). The public is welcome to
attend. Ken Edwards Center, 1527 4th St.

Thursday, February 16
Recreation and Parks
Commission Meeting
Regular meeting of the Santa Monica
Recreation and Parks Commission.
Meetings are held at 7:30 pm on the
3rd Thursday of each month in
Council Chambers at Santa Monica
City Hall 1685 Main St.

Get That Job! Chrysalis
Workshop: Interviewing Skills
Learn how to use job descriptions to
prepare for interviews, the importance
of practice, and how to answer inter-
view questions with examples.
Montana Avenue Branch Library, 1704
Montana Ave, 6 – 7:15 p.m.

Housing Commission
Meeting
The Housing Commission meets on
the 3rd Thursday of each month at
4:30 p.m. at the Santa Monica Main
Library, located at 601 Santa Monica
Blvd., Santa Monica, California.

Mini Makers:Cardboard
Selfies at Ocean Park
Self portraits using cardboard and
other scrap materials. Ocean Park
Branch Library, 2601 Main St., 3:30 –
4:30 p.m.

Friday, February 17
Papermaking with Natural
and Found Materials
This introduction to papermaking will
allow participants to create and take
home sheets of paper with prepared
pulp made from a variety of natural
and recycled materials including plant
fiber, denim/cotton, and objects col-
lected from the Santa Monica beach.
1450 Ocean, 2:30 – 4:30 p.m., cost:
$5, register at https://apm.activecom-
munities.com/santamonicarecre-
ation/Activity_Search/56726 or call
(310) 458-2239.

The Little Rover That Did –
Opportunity’s 13 Years on
Mars
January 25 marked the 13th anniver-
sary of the landing of Mars
Exploration Rover Opportunity on the
red planet. They will review the hugely
successful career of this durable little
robot, and take a look at the state of
Mars exploration. The John Drescher
Planetarium is located near the eleva-
tors on the second floor of Drescher
Hall (1900 Pico Blvd., Santa Monica).
Tickets are available at the door and
cost $11 ($9 seniors and children) for
the evening’s scheduled “double bill,”
or $6 ($5 seniors age 60+ and chil-
dren age 12 and under) for a single
Night Sky or feature show or tele-
scope-viewing session. For informa-
tion, call (310) 434-3005 or see
www.smc.edu/eventsinfo or
www.smc.edu/planetarium. All shows
subject to change or cancellation
without notice.

WISE/Santa Monica Dial-A-Ride

w w w . w i s e a n d h e a l t h y a g i n g . o r g

For Information:

(310) 394-9871 ext. 455

Including Door-Through-Door Service

Are you a Santa Monica resident who
is 60+ years or 18+ years and disabled?

Let us help you with your
transportation needs.

PARKS DAY,
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2017
10AM –1PM

OFFICIAL EVENT CEREMONY LOCATION:
ISHIHARA PARK

10AM

2909 EXPOSITION BLVD
SANTA MONICA, CA 90404

For more information, including a schedule of activities,
visit santamonicaparks.org

To request a disability-related accomodation, please contact us
at least one week prior to event:

310.458.8310 | ccs@smgov.net

Join the City of Santa Monica for a special celebration with family-friendly activities, refreshments,
and entertainment varying at each of the four park locations.

@ CityOf SantaMonica # SaMoParks

@ CityOf SantaMonica @ SantaMonicaCi ty
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UCLA Hospital
Canine Cupids Deliver Valentine’s to Patients 
at UCLA Medical Center, Santa Monica. 

Coco, Ella, Shapzel, Logan, and Frank were dressed for the occasion. The dogs deliv-
ered Valentines to children and adults in the Pediatric and Geriatric units at UCLA
Medical Center, Santa Monica so they can celebrate Valentine’s Day despite being hospi-
talized. The dogs and their handlers are part of UCLA Health’s People Animal
Connection, a pet therapy program designed to lift the spirits of hospitalized patients. 

UCLA Health hosts this annual event in collaboration with its Chase Child Life and
People Animal Connection programs, along with support from Dollies Making A
Difference, an organization that provides support to pediatric patients at UCLA’s hospi-
tals in Santa Monica and Westwood. 

— EDITED BY MARINA ANDALON, DAILY PRESS STAFF WRITER
Downtown
Soundwaves: The West Coast Chamber Jazz Trio

The Santa Monica Public Library is proud to present the West Coast Chamber Jazz
Trio in concert Feb. 15, at 7:30 p.m. in the Main Library’s Martin Luther King Jr.
Auditorium at 601 Santa Monica Blvd.

This group is the latest project of drummer/composer Andrea Centazzo, a pioneer of
jazz in Italy in the 1970s who moved to Southern California in the late 1980s to write film
music. The trio interprets compositions from across his career, paying homage to the
West Coast cool jazz of his early influences while also drawing on more contemporary
musical styles and the experiences of his collaborators.

The trio’s melodic voice is Ellen Burr on flute, alto flute, bass flute, and piccolo. A pow-
erful player with an enormous expressive range, she is sponsored by Yamaha Musical
Instruments and is also a popular teacher and a working actress. She has performed sev-
eral times at the Library with the Los Angeles Flute Orchestra. SMPL librarian Jeff
Schwartz completes the group on bass. An in-demand sideman, he has performed every-
where from the Cairo Opera House and Disney Hall to punk rock dive bars.

Soundwaves is a monthly concert series presenting artists who appear on the DRAM
(Database of Recorded American Music) streaming service. The Santa Monica Public
Library is the first public library to offer this service to its cardholders. Listings of past
and upcoming Soundwaves shows as well as sound and video recordings are at sound-
wavesnewmusic.com

This event is free and open to the public. Seating is limited and on a first-arrival basis.
The Santa Monica Public Library is wheelchair accessible. For special disabled services,
call Library Administration at (310) 458-8606 at least one week prior to event. For more
information, visit smpl.org or contact the Santa Monica Public Library at (310) 458-8600.

— SUBMITTED BY JEFF SCHWARTZ, REFERENCE LIBRARIAN
Downtown
An LA Opera Multimedia Talk on Akhnaten

Santa Monica Public Library has announced the next in this season’s series of multi-
media talk, Akhnaten, highlighting the LA Opera production. The program takes place on
Saturday, Feb. 18, in Main Library’s Martin Luther King, Jr. Auditorium, 601 Santa Monica
Blvd.

In ancient Egypt, Akhnaten ascends to the throne along with his bride Nefertiti. He
has a vision for his people. LA Opera’s community educators share an entertaining and
informative audiovisual presentation of the story and this opera by Philip Glass. 

This program is free and all ages are welcome. Space is limited and on a first-arrival
basis. This is an event of The Living Room …a place for adults program series. For more
information, visit smpl.org or contact the Santa Monica Public Library at (310) 458-
8600. The Santa Monica Public Library is wheelchair-accessible. For special disabled
services, call Library Administration (310) 458-8606 one week prior to the event. The
Main Library is directly served by Big Blue Bus lines 1, 7, R7, R10 and 18. Big Blue Bus lines
2, 3, 3M, 5, 8 and 9 also stop within a short walking distance. Ride your bike. Bicycle
parking racks are available at the library.

— SUBMITTED BY JUDITH S. GRAHAM, PUBLIC SERVICES LIBRARIAN

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

CITY OF SANTA MONICA
NOTICE INVITING BIDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Santa Monica invites Contractors to complete
and submit sealed bids for the:

CDBG Undergrounding and Excavation UUC1006

The City of Santa Monica is soliciting bids for construction quotes for a multi-phased proj-
ect with incremental utility undergrounding and excavation for a term not to exceed two
(2) years. Parties shall submit one construction cost proposal with line item costs for each
phase specified in the bidding instructions. Bids shall be delivered to the City of Santa
Monica, Office of the City Clerk, Room 102, 1685 Main Street, Santa Monica, California,
90401, not later than 2:30 p.m. on Monday, March 27, 2017, to be publicly opened and
read aloud after 3:00 p.m. on said date in City Hall Council Chambers. Each Bid shall be
in accordance with the Request for Bids. 

MANDATORY PRE-BID JOB WALK:  
Bidders must meet City staff at the Northwest Corner of 17th Street and Pico Blvd Santa
Monica, CA on February 23, 2017 at 8:00 am for the mandatory pre-bid job walk. City
staff will take all those in attendance to all locations mentioned in the bidding documents.
Submission of the Bid by the Bidder shall be conclusive evidence that the undersigned
has made such examinations and included all costs associated with preparing the Sites
for the intended Work. The engineering drawings for the Work show conditions as they are
supposed or believed to exist. The conditions shown do not constitute a representation or
warranty express or implied by the City or its officers that such conditions actually exist.  

Parking will not be supplied or validated by City staff. 

Community Development Block Grant (Federally Funded) Project
PROJECT ESTIMATE:  $2,000,000.00
CONTRACT DAYS:  #730
LIQUIDATED DAMAGES:  $500.00 Per Day
COMPENSABLE DELAY:  $500.00 Per Day

Bidding Documents may be obtained by logging onto the City’s bidding website at:
http://www.smgov.net/planetbids/. The Contractor is required to have a General “A” and
Class C-10 Electrical Contractor license at the time of bid submission. license at the time
of bid submission.  Contractors wishing to be considered must submit Bids containing all
information required pursuant to the City’s Request for Bids. 

YOUR OPINION MATTERS! SEND YOUR LETTERS TO • Santa Monica Daily Press • Attn.
Editor: • 1640 5th Street, Suite 218 • Santa Monica, CA 90401 • editor@smdp.com

Horrified by Miller
Editor:

I was horrified listening to Steven Miller, now senior advisor to the president for poli-
cy, rant about immigrants on the national talk shows this past weekend. The vitriol and
apparent hatred of anyone different from him spewing from the cold, emotionless lips of
this 31 year old graduate of SM High ( Samo High Graduate behind Trump’s Inauguration
Speech SMDP Jan 20, 2017) should send a chill up everyone’s spine.

That Santa Monica, the tolerant, inclusive city that rejoices in its multiculturalism,
could produce such a hate-filled, now powerful spokesperson for the POTUS, is beyond
frightening. Who will be next?

This rhetoric and the anti-immigrant polices it produces are terrifying the Latino
communities around us. There are reports that many now keep their kids from going
to school, or miss work to stay home for fear that immigration will  detain and
deport them. 

But we are still a country of laws that protect EVERYONE, regardless of legal status. 
If you, like me, cross paths daily with so many people whose legal status is unknown, who

are hardworking and just trying to eke out a living, there is something that you can do.
Go to www. ACLU.com and print up copies of “Know Your Rights” in English and

Spanish. Start sharing this information with everyone. It is our responsibility as human
beings. We cannot let hatred win over love.

Michele Modglin
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 
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OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters to the Editor can be submitted to editor@smdp.com. Receipt of a letter does not guarantee
publication and all content is published at the discretion of the paper. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content. All submissions must include the author’s name, address and phone number for the purposes of verification.

I’LL TELL MOM!!
I guess I’m like that big brother (we have

turned the clocks forward to 1984, yes?) who
sits there saying nothing, sort of not paying
attention, but you have to be on your best
behavior because you know he’ll run and
tattle the first time you mess up.

I was asked by two board members after
the Ocean Park Association (OPA) meeting
Monday night if I didn’t think this meeting
went smoother than the last couple, and I
said yeah. Easy call.

I’m wondering if I can eke out a living
this way? Get paid to go to every group in
town that’s a little lost, and sit there as their
conscience, an inspiration to not do any-
thing they wouldn’t want to see in print on
Wednesday. The remuneration  would have
to be high.

I have been to enough meetings at all lev-
els to know there are many, many well-inten-
tioned, high minded, civic-oriented folks
here who spend countless hours trying to do
nothing more than serve and improve their
communities, and God bless ‘em. We all ben-
efit from their quiet work. I also know for
every board or committee where those good
folk are the majority, there lurks an
unknown number with ulterior motives
behind their every move and decision. Also
trying to serve, but with their own agenda
taking top consideration. Power players.

LOOKIN’ GOOD, BUT…
Monday’s OPA meeting seemed organ-

ized, efficient, covering a lot of ground with
clarity, and on schedule (President Andrew
Gledhill brought down the gavel noting that
it was “one minute past... meeting
adjourned!”).

But — he also earlier cut off the one neg-
ative comment of the whole night (“Main
Street is filthy! I hate to take people there!”),
from four-year member Robin Sherry, who
had previously expressed intimidation about
coming to meetings, and who that night,
prior to being stifled, confided to me that
“they seem to be a lot nicer this time, don’t
you think?”

So I would say they’re not there yet. Good
as your intentions may be, if you’re on even
a board or committee, you’re in politics, and
the job description includes handling
unhappy constituents and their complaints.
That reaction stood out like a sore thumb
because everything was so tightly orchestrat-
ed that there was no room for anything but
the upbeat. Sometimes there are more
important things than finishing right on
time. Often, in fact.

There was much talk that night of increas-
ing OPA membership. Well, then don’t scare
them off. It’s as though OPA is trying hard to
mature into a useful community forum, but,
they’ve been around over a decade.

GOOD, GOOD, GOOD
Other things have changed as well, for the

good, in the last few months. Bylaws every-
one knows (because they’re on the website),
a much improved website where you can
now see all sorts of good stuff they’ve been
up to, a clear agenda (but followed too tight-

ly), and pretty good snacks (but I think that
was just because the Mayor was scheduled).

Hizzoner was scheduled, and Mayor Ted
Winterer ran through an informative mono-
logue on the events surrounding the recent
City Council vote (4-3) to let the airport be
an airport (more or less) until 2028. Some
have been critical of that long time frame.
He claims we got much more than could
have been expected out of the FAA, who are
holding all the cards, but it’s hard to evaluate
the results of closed-door negotiations
(which they had to be). His scheduling at
their meeting I think also indicates a willing-
ness for OPA to become more informed on
important city issues and hopefully to take a
stand on them, one that represents their
constituents. If they can just get constituents
to show up.

Board member and OPA and 4th of July
Main Street Parade co-founder Jeff Jarow
gave a report on the parade, with some prob-
lems to address, mainly costs for increased
security required by the City. Main Street
and Lincoln were discussed, as usual, as they
should be.

On the OPA home page there is a photo
of what looks like the entire board, on the
beach. Though member attendance quadru-
pled this month over last, there were still
about twice as many people up front, behind
the tables, on the board, than in the cheap
seats. Past time to flip those numbers.

LOCAL BOY MAKES BAD
So many are talking about the appearance

of one of our own on all the Sunday morn-
ing news shows. Using phrases like “star-
tling, shocking,” “made the hair on my neck
stand up,” “portrait of a young fascist.”

Stephen Miller grew up north of Montana,
and made a strong political impression here
at an early age. But hardly one that most
Santa Monicans would point to with pride.
Our Kate Cagle did a terrific piece on him on
Inauguration Day, at that time his claim to
fame being as Trump’s speech writer for that
momentous day. But now he seems to be
climbing much more ambitious heights, with
the President’s blessing.

I read Kate’s piece, I had read other
things, I saw photos of him, but seeing him
speak (lecture, pontificate) on those news
interview shows was a whole other thing. A
scary thing. I soon found out I was not alone
in that reaction. See how you feel.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lHus
ZDjesr4 

SAD EVENT OF THE WEEK: So long Vidiots, for
good. Friday night party/wake, 7 p.m. What
a great Santa Monica institution.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK: “[T]he Hollywood crowd
feels sympathy for the terrorists, detests
Republicans and sees America as an obstacle
to a better world.” -- Trump Senior Advisor
Stephen Miller (of Santa Monica)

CCHHAARRLLEESS  AANNDDRREEWWSS  has lived in Santa Monica
for 31 years and wouldn’t live anywhere else in
the world. Really. Send love and/or rebuke to
him at therealmrmusic@gmail.com.
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WHEN BAD THINGS HAPPEN
TO GOOD PEOPLE BECAUSE
OF THE CARELESSNESS OR
NEGLIGENCE OF OTHERS.

Free Consultation
Over $25 Million Recovered

• CATASTROPHIC PERSONAL INJURIES

• WRONGFUL DEATH

• MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS

• BICYCLE ACCIDENTS

• SPINAL CORD INJURIES

• TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURIES

• DOG BITES

• TRIP & FALLS

310.392.3055
www.lemlelaw.com

Robert Lemle

You Pay Nothing Until
Your Case Is Resolved

Starting from 

$88
+Taxes

1760 Ocean Avenue | Santa Monica, CA 90401

310.393.6711

BOOK DIRECT AND SAVE
SeaviewHotel.com

Parking | Kitchenettes | WiFi Available

Charles Andrews Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Curious City

Homegrown Monster
(No, Not Me!)
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AT LAST THURSDAY’S RENT CONTROL
Board meeting, I proposed to my colleagues
that we as a body encourage the City Council to
consider whether RUBS water billing in multi-
family apartments helps Santa Monica achieve
the water conservation targets we’ve set. Under
this “system,” known as “ratio utility billing,” a
landlord devises some arbitrary way of billing
his/her tenants for water. S/he could divvy up
amounts of the building’s water bill based on
unit size, number of occupants, number of
bathrooms, or some other factor – but certain-
ly not using any real data informing them of
how much water each unit actually used.

My belief is in line with environmental
organizations, who attest that RUBS billing is
capricious and unscientific, and does not lead
to genuine water conservation. Therefore, I
believe the practice should be forbidden in
multi-family housing in Santa Monica. But
before the meeting, the Daily Press ran an
article on Wednesday, Feb. 8, that misled the
public about the intent of my proposal.

The article put words in my mouth by
stating, “Rent Control Board Commissioner
Todd Flora has asked for a discussion at the
board’s Feb. 9 meeting to debate a citywide
mandate to outlaw Ratio Utility Billing
Systems and require landlords to move to
submeters as the means of establishing water
costs.” The first half of this statement is true.
But, the second half is not. The Board did
not recommend that landlords be required
to install submeters in all buildings.

Water conservation is a goal we all share:
landlords, tenants, homeowners and busi-
ness owners alike. And finding the best way

to encourage conservation is a challenge.
But, it’s my belief that RUBS billing is not
the answer. Such systems are rife with abuse.

The following is the ONLY action intend-
ed, and taken by, the Rent Board on
February 9th with regard to renters being
billed for their water use: We asked our City
Council to consider banning the use of
“ratio utility billing,” or “RUBS,” in order to
protect renters from what we perceive to be
an unscientific, arbitrary, possibly illegal but
certainly cynical means by which to extract
funds from renters for water use. ... That’s it.

Now, it is certainly true that a natural
extension of this discussion is that by
removing RUBS, those landlords who own
newer buildings and DO have the infrastruc-
ture ready to take on submeters should do
so. After all, it would prompt sincere and
genuine water conservation among their
tenants. With submetering, renters in sub-
meter-ready buildings would know exactly
what their water use is, take responsibility
for it, and can adjust behavior accordingly.

But it is important to note that many
buildings in Santa Monica lack the infra-
structure for anything more than a master-
metered water billing system, and I do not,
nor did not, advocate for the overhaul of our
water infrastructure throughout the city, as
the article would seem to imply.

Those interested in watching the Board’s
discussion of the proposal can do so at our
website: www.smgov.net/rentcontrol.

TTOODDDD  FFLLOORRAA  is a member of the Rent Control
Board

Delivering More Than a Meal

REFER  |  VOLUNTEER  |  DONATE 

Call 310-394-5133 ext. 1 to enroll yourself or a neighbor 

The number of meals we delivered has gone up 38%!

The need is growing.
WE NEED YOUR HELP!

“I have diabetes and can’t cook right.
With Meals on Wheels I’m eating

healthy. It really helps.”
Stan Nelson, Santa Monica, Airforce veteran

ARIZONA AVE.WILSHIRE BLVD.

14TH
 ST.

15TH
 ST.�

If you don t like what we have to say 
we will give you a copy of your 

x-rays at no charge

YOUR CHOICE

FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!!!

(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!!)

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTE IN

1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

( 3 1 0 )  7 3 6 - 2 5 8 9

WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

DENTAL CARE WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!

WE OFFER UNIQUE SERVICES
*Nitrous Oxide provided as a courtesy

*No interest payment plans

*Emergencies can be seen today

*Our dentists and staff members are easy to talk to

AND OF COURSE WE DO

-Invisalign    -Periodontist on Staff    -Oral Surgeon on Staff

-Cosmetics and Implants    -Zoom bleaching    -and more

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$59 EXAM
AND CLEANING

For New Patients 
INCLUDES FULL XRAYS

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$1 EXAM
INCLUDES 

FULL XRAYS

OR

Property 
Management 
company 
looking for 
Santa Monica 
resident to fill 
administrative 
assistant position.

� Friendly people lover needed -
we deal with lots of tenants and
vendors. Must be eager to learn.
Excellent work ethic is critical.
Must be able to take direction,
attention to detail is required. 

� Need good, solid MS Excel
skills and must be software savvy.
You will learn three accounting
programs for entering invoices
and cash receipts (MRI, Yardi
and JDE) for different properties. 

� Job is demanding but is a
great opportunity to grow with
an impressive company. 

Please send resume to smpropasst@gmail.com

By Todd Flora Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Your column here

RUBS and submeters

Angeles Superior Court even before a judge
rules whether the aging mogul will go on
trial in the 2000 killing of Susan Berman, his
best friend.

Dr. Albert Kuperman, 85, a retired associate
dean at Albert Einstein College of Medicine,
testified that he remembered Kathleen Durst
as a bright, attractive, smartly dressed medical
student. She was the only medical student who
vanished during his 40 years at the school in
the Bronx section of New York.

Kuperman said he got a call from a
woman who identified herself as Kathie
Durst on Feb. 1, 1982. She informed him she
couldn’t make it to her first day of a clerk-
ship in pediatrics because she had diarrhea.

The call was long considered the last
known conversation anyone ever had with
Kathie Durst, though Deputy District
Attorney John Lewin suggested while interro-
gating Durst that someone else placed the call.

Durst told Lewin that the filmmakers who
interviewed him extensively for the six-part
HBO series “The Jinx: The Life and Deaths of
Robert Durst” think Berman made the call.
Durst disputed that during interrogation
after his arrest two years ago in New Orleans,
saying Berman wouldn’t have done that.

Durst, 73, has denied killing either
woman, and his lawyers have said it’s absurd
to suggest that he could have witnesses
killed. He has pleaded not guilty to one
count of first-degree murder in the fatal
shooting of Berman in her Los Angeles
house just before Christmas 2000.

Berman and Durst had been close friends
since they attended the University of

California, Los Angeles. Berman, the daugh-
ter of a Las Vegas mobster and a writer, acted
as Durst’s unofficial spokeswoman after his
wife’s disappearance.

Prosecutors contend Durst killed her
because he thought she was prepared to
speak with police about Kathie Durst’s dis-
appearance. Kathie Durst was never found,
but Deputy District Attorney Habib Balian
said Tuesday that authorities believe it’s a
“no-body homicide.”

Defense lawyer Dick DeGuerin objected
to the use of that term to which Balian
snapped, “Do you have her body?”

Durst, who is frail looking and has previ-
ously been brought into court in a wheelchair,
walked into court Tuesday. He then turned
and scanned the gallery packed with reporters.

One face he may have recognized was New
York Times writer Charles Bagli, who has cov-
ered the case since Kathie Durst disappeared.

DeGuerin asked the judge to boot Bagli
from the courtroom because he may be
called as a witness in the case.

Bagli has previously interviewed a “secret
witness,” who has not been named to protect
their identity until testimony, and may be
able to contradict that person’s testimony,
DeGuerin said.

The secret witness is expected to provide
“sensational testimony,” DeGuerin said and
he doesn’t want that to influence Bagli’s
potential testimony.

Deputy District Attorney John Lewin said
the courtroom should be open to the press
and he asked for a full hearing on the matter.

Judge Mark Windham allowed Bagli to
stay in the courtroom for Kuperman’s testi-
mony. He said he would take up the matter
before the “secret witness” is called, which is
expected Tuesday.

TESTIMONY
FROM PAGE 1
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Citywide
Big Blue Bus service changes

On Feb. 19, Big Blue Bus will adjust its service. For more information, visit
https://www.bigbluebus.com/Routes-And-Schedules/ServiceChanges.aspx.

ROUTE 3: LINCOLN BLVD
Southbound trips to Aviation Station: Due to Metro Rail construction, all trips travel

east on 96th St., turn right on Bellanca Ave., left on Century Blvd., right on Aviation Blvd.,
and come to a final stop at Aviation Station.

Northbound trips to Santa Monica: New weekday trips depart Aviation Station at 4:33
a.m. and 4:53 a.m.; existing trips at 5:05 a.m. and 5:25 a.m. depart 2 minutes earlier, at
5:03 a.m. and 5:23 a.m., respectively.

New Stops — SB Bellanca Ave. & 98th St., SB Lincoln Blvd. & Coeur D Alene Ave.
Discontinued Stops — SB Airport Blvd. & 98th St., EB Century Blvd. & Airport Blvd, EB

Century Blvd. & International Rd.

RAPID 3: LINCOLN BLVD RAPID
Southbound trips to Aviation Station: Due to Metro Rail construction, current detour

on Bellanca Ave. and 96th St. becomes permanent route.
Weekday before 11 a.m., northbound trips from Lincoln Blvd. and Washington Blvd. to

Downtown Santa Monica may depart up to 3 minutes earlier.
Between 6:33 a.m. and 3:19 p.m., southbound trips to Aviation Station depart up to 3

minutes earlier or 5 minutes later.

ROUTE 5: OLYMPIC BLVD
Service to and from Downtown Santa Monica has been restored, with connections at

Bundy Station, 26th St./Bergamot Station, 17th St./SMC Station, and Downtown Santa
Monica Station. Additional weekday service to Palms Station. Weekend service improved
to every 40 minutes.

New Stops — Toward Century City / Palms Station
NB Main St. & Civic Auditorium, NB Main St. & Olympic Blvd., NB 2nd St. & Broadway,

EB Santa Monica & 3rd St., EB Santa Monica & 4th St., SB 5th St. & Colorado Ave.
(Downtown SM Station), EB Colorado Ave. & Lincoln Ave., 11th St., 14th St., 17th St., 20th
St., Cloverfield Blvd. and 26th St.

Toward Santa Monica
WB Colorado Ave. & 26th St., Cloverfield Blvd., 20th St., 17th St., 14th St., 11th St.,

Lincoln Blvd. and 4th St. (Downtown SM Station), SB 4th St. & Civic Center Dr., WB Pico
Blvd. & 4th St., NB Main St. & Pico Blvd.

Discontinued Stops — WB Olympic Blvd. & Cloverfield Blvd., WB Olympic Blvd. & Expo
Bike Path, NB 20th St. & Olympic Blvd., SB Cloverfield Blvd. & Colorado Ave.

ROUTE 7: PICO BLVD
Weekday service improved to every 15 minutes all day. Various weekday schedule

adjustments at all times of the day, including trips serving Beverlywood.
New Stop — EB Pico Blvd. & 17th St.

Discontinued Stop — EB Pico Blvd. & 16th St.

RAPID 7: PICO BLVD RAPID
Weekday peak service adjusted to every 10 to 12 minutes.

ROUTE 9: PACIFIC PALISADES
All day service adjustments for improved timeliness. Weekend midday and evening

service adjusted to every 45 minutes. Saturday service improved to every 30 minutes
before 9:30 a.m.

RAPID 10: DOWNTOWN LA FREEWAY EXPRESS
Route now begins and ends at the stop on WB Broadway and 5th St. and travels along

4th St. to Santa Monica Blvd. en route to Downtown Los Angeles. Peak service adjusted
to every 20 minutes.

Discontinued stops in Downtown Santa Monica —WB Broadway & 4th St., SB 2nd St. &
Broadway, NB Ocean Ave. & Broadway, NB Ocean Ave. & Santa Monica Blvd., EB Santa
Monica Blvd. & 3rd St.

RAPID 12: UCLA/WESTWOOD TO EXPO RAPID
On all days, service adjusted for better connectivity to the Expo Line. More frequent

weekday morning service from Overland Ave. and Venice Blvd. Northbound trips between
6:45 a.m. and 10 a.m. now every 8 to 12 minutes; trips between 7 p.m. and 10 p.m.
improved to every 20 minutes. Southbound trips between 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. now every 11
minutes or less; trips between 8 p.m. and 11 p.m. improved to every 20 minutes. Weekend
service adjusted by up to 10 minutes earlier or later.

ROUTE 14: BUNDY DR & CENTINELA AVE
All day service adjustments for improved timeliness.
Weekday Northbound service to Paul Revere School via San Vicente Blvd. and

Allenford Ave. arrives at 7:26 a.m., 7:41 a.m., and 8:01 a.m.
Southbound trips between 6:30 a.m. and 9 a.m. depart up to 10 minutes earlier. More

trips from Paul Revere School via Allenford Ave. and San Vicente Blvd. depart at 2:15
p.m., 2:49 p.m., 3:18 p.m., and 3:50 p.m.

ROUTE 15: BARRINGTON AVE
All day service adjustments for improved timeliness. Southbound weekday trips

depart up to 10 minutes earlier. Sunday service improved to every 45 minutes.

ROUTE 16: WILSHIRE BLVD/BUNDY DR - MARINA DEL REY
New Stop —WB Olympic Blvd. & Cloverfield Blvd. (adjacent to Ralphs).
Discontinued Stop — WB Olympic Blvd. & Expo Bike Path
Delayed Stop (due to construction) — NB Stewart St. & Pennsylvania Ave.

ROUTE 17: UCLA-VA MEDICAL CENTER-PALMS
More frequent weekday service. Service improved to every 20 minutes for better con-

nectivity between UCLA and the Expo Line.
Route changes at UCLA: Route begins and ends at Charles E. Young Terminal instead

of Hilgard Terminal. Northbound trips no longer serve Le Conte Ave. or Hilgard Ave.
Southbound: Stop discontinued on Hilgard Ave. and Westholme Ave
Stop on National Blvd. & Venice Blvd. (Culver City Station) now located before inter-

section.
New Stop — NB Westwood Plaza & Jules Stein Eye Institute
Discontinued Stops — NB Westwood Blvd. & Le Conte Ave., EB Le Conte Ave. &

Tiverton Ave., NB Hilgard Ave. & Manning Ave., NB Hilgard Ave. & Westholme Ave., UCLA
Hilgard Terminal, SB Hilgard Ave. & Westholme Ave.

ROUTE 18: UCLA - ABBOT KINNEY - MARINA DEL REY
Weekday eastbound trips at 6:06 a.m. and 6:28 a.m. depart Marina del Rey earlier, at

6 a.m. and 6:23 a.m., respectively. After 8 p.m., westbound service departs UCLA 2 min-
utes earlier. 

Eastbound weekend trips depart Via Marina and Admiralty Way up to 5 minutes later;
departure times at subsequent stops remain unchanged.

ROUTE 41-42: 17TH ST STATION - SMC - MONTANA AVE
All day service adjustments for improved timeliness. Weekday service adjusted to

every 15 minutes during peak hours.

ROUTE 43: SAN VICENTE BLVD & 26TH ST
Route extended to serve Santa Monica College and Pico Blvd. Connections to Route 7

and Rapid 7 along Pico Blvd. New connectivity to SMC’s Main Campus. New connection
to 17th St./SMC Station. Select afternoon trips to Paul Revere School begin at San
Vicente Blvd. and 14th St. before serving the school. From the school, service will contin-
ue from Allenford Ave. directly onto 26th St.

New Stops — WB Olympic Blvd. & Cloverfield Blvd., NB 20th St. & Olympic Blvd., WB
Colorado Ave. & 20th St., SB 17th St. & Colorado Ave. (17th St./SMC Station), WB Olympic
Blvd. & 16th St., SB 14th St. & Michigan Ave. EB Pico Blvd. & 14th St., EB Pico Blvd. & 16th
St., EB Pico Blvd. & 18th St., NB 20th St. & Pico Blvd., NB 20th St. & Delaware Ave., NB
20th St. & Olympic Blvd., EB Olympic Blvd. & Expo Bike Path, EB Olympic Blvd. & 26th
St. (26th St./Bergamot Station)

Delayed Stop (due to construction) — NB Stewart St. & Pennsylvania Ave.

ROUTE 44: SMC CAMPUS CONNECTOR
Current detour becomes permanent route.
New Stops — NB 14th St. & Michigan Ave., NB 14th St. & Colorado Ave., SB 17th St. &

Colorado Ave. (17th St./SMC Station)
Discontinued Stop — EB Colorado Ave. & 17th St. (17th St./SMC Station)

— SUBMITTED BY BIG BLUE BUS

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

SURF FORECASTS WATER TEMP: 59.9°

WEDNESDAY – POOR TO FAIR – SURF: 4-6 ft shoulder high to 1 ft overhead occ. 7ft
W/WNW swell combo. Small S swell. Storm Watch.

THURSDAY – POOR TO FAIR – SURF: 4-6 ft shoulder high to 1 ft overhead
Continued WNW swell. Watching winds.

SURF REPORT
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS 

IN THIS SPACE TODAY!

call us today (310) 458-7737



removal of that ceiling is imminent. The
property manager at Concord Real Estate
did not respond to our request for comment
on this story, nor did the Vice President of M
A S Construction.

This is an issue that has now been going on
for five months. Back in September, after the
City of Santa Monica verified the presence of
asbestos on three different surfaces in her unit,
Shruti was given 24 hours to pack up and
leave. She grabbed everything she thought was
important or valuable and spent the next
seven weeks bouncing between AirBnBs.

When her property manager finally told
her she could come home, she was shocked
by what she saw.

“They didn’t clean anything,” Shruti said.
“There was seven weeks worth of dust every-
where. I have pictures of rags covered in
black dust to prove it.”

A self-described neat freak, Shruti felt
violated. Property management never told
her who had come into her apartment while
she was gone. She demanded more testing,
which once again found asbestos. But this
time, she’s forfeiting the relocation money
and staying put.

“This is still my space at the end of the day.”
Throughout all this, Shruti continues to pay

her full rent.After a year of complaints over the
way construction has been handled, she and
the other four tenants left will have a rent
reduction hearing with the City, along with
representatives from Concord Management
and M A S Construction Thursday.

“The City, I have to commend them.
They have been very responsive to us but
you can’t force (the companies) to take
responsibility for their actions,” Shruti said.

Shruti, who is a business analyst profes-
sionally, is bringing a detailed list of com-
plaints with her to the early morning meet-
ing. She has carefully documented missteps

by both Concord and M A S. However, she’s
worried the City can do little to keep the
problems from happening again.

“I don’t like to rock the boat but when
you’re messing with my health, I have to say
something,” Shruti said.

While the building is managed by
Concord, it is owned by an LLC linked to Neil
Shekhter, Santa Monica’s biggest developer
who is the CEO of NMS Property
Management. Some of the paperwork regard-
ing the asbestos abatement is on NMS station-
ary and Shekhter’s name is signed on the deed.

The City Council has asked for stricter
scrutiny of Shekhter’s dealings in the City,
after a Los Angeles Superior Court Judge
found he submitted a forged documents to
the court. An attorney for Shekhter is fight-
ing the charges in court and denies his client
forged any contracts.

Meanwhile, Santa Monica is moving for-
ward to keeping situations like the one at the
Tenth Street Promenade from happening
again. Staff has recommended adding new
tenant protections regarding construction,
anticipating a whirlwind of permits because
of the City’s new seismic retrofit ordinance.

“A strong housing market and increased
construction related activities in multi-fam-
ily buildings has shined a light on a gap in
protections for tenants where hazardous
materials are detected during the construc-
tion,” said the City’s public information offi-
cer, Constance Farrell, in an email to the
Daily Press.

“These enhancements will provide
stronger protections for tenants and give the
City more options to preserve the quality of
life for those impacted by materials includ-
ing asbestos and lead paint.”

One of the protections will allow City
oversight of hazardous material abatement,
suggesting the City should “actively monitor
such handling” and possibly hire qualified
experts to evaluate compliance.

kate@smdp.com
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ASBESTOS
FROM PAGE 1

Natural Stone for
Your Elegant Home

BOURGET FLAGSTONE CO.
1810 Colorado Avenue
Santa Monica, CA 90404
310.829.4010  |  bourgetbros.com

Stone Pavers and Tile
Stone Slabs and Veneer
Custom Countertops

Since 1947, Bourget Flagstone Co. has been 
providing exclusive natural stone, building 
materials and custom fabrication services for 
the discerning Southern California homeowner.

Pool Coping
Fireplace Surrounds
Hardscape Materials

Kate Cagle 
CONSTRUCTION: Units are under renovation and many tenants have moved out. 
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DAILY POLICE LOG

The Santa Monica Police
Department responded to 391
calls for service on Feb. 13.

HERE IS A SAMPLING OF THOSE 
CALLS CHOSEN BY THE 

SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS STAFF.

Petty theft Ocean/Bay 12:06 a.m. 
Fight 1500 block of Pacific Coast Hwy
1:34 a.m. 
Battery 1100 block of Wilshire 1:38 a.m. 
Traffic collision 800 block of Pacific Coast
Hwy 6:11 a.m. 
Fight 14th/Michigan 8:02 a.m. 
Grand theft auto 1600 block of California
8:02 a.m. 
Auto burglary 1700 block of Hill 8:11 a.m. 
Assault w/deadly weapon 1500 block of
Broadway 8:32 a.m. 
Hit and run 1400 block of Pacific Coast
Hwy 8:44 a.m. 
Auto burglary 1200 block of Washington
9:04 a.m. 
Auto burglary 1400 block of 2nd 9:07 a.m. 
Hit and run 1400 block of 2nd 9:12 a.m. 
Auto burglary 2400 block of 28th 9:30 a.m. 
Burglary 1800 block of Euclid 9:39 a.m. 
Person down 300 block of Santa Monica
Pier 9:56 a.m. 
Public intoxication 500 block of Santa
Monica 9:59 a.m. 
Burglary 1700 block of Stewart 10:01 a.m. 
Petty theft 2000 block of 20th 10:11 a.m. 
Petty theft 300 block of Colorado 10:15 a.m. 
Auto burglary 2300 block of 10th 10:46 a.m. 
Petty theft 1300 block of 3rd Street Prom
11:14 a.m. 
Hit and run 1400 block of Montana 11:32 a.m. 
Drunk driving investigation 5th/Arizona
11:33 a.m. 
Person down 2300 block of Lincoln 11:36 a.m. 

Indecent exposure Ocean/Pacific 12:43 p.m. 
Grand theft auto 1600 block of Ocean
Front Walk 12:49 p.m. 
Person down 600 block of Pico 1:02 p.m. 
Found property 1800 block of 17th 1:20 p.m. 
Injured person Lincoln/Washington 1:26 p.m. 
Hit and run 14th/Idaho 1:27 p.m. 
Traffic collision Lincoln/Olympic 1:49 p.m. 
Identity theft 3100 block of Wilshire 1:50 p.m. 
Fraud 1200 block of Montana 1:55 p.m. 
Hit and run 900 block of 12th 1:59 p.m. 
Traffic collision 1200 block of 2nd 2:00 p.m. 
Indecent exposure 2600 block of Ocean
Park 2:02 p.m. 
Grand theft auto 3100 block of Arizona
2:46 p.m. 
Auto burglary 500 block of Arizona 2:46 p.m. 
Petty theft 3000 block of Main 3:01 p.m. 
Burglary 1100 block of 4th 3:15 p.m. 
Battery 1500 block of 2nd 3:56 p.m. 
Harassing phone calls 2200 block of 3rd
4:53 p.m. 
Domestic violence 1900 block of Arizona
5:29 p.m. 
Petty theft 300 block of Colorado 6:06 p.m. 
Person down 1100 block of 15th 6:10 p.m. 
Hit and run Lincoln/Ocean Park 6:26 p.m. 
Prowler 400 block of 11th 6:30 p.m. 
Traffic collision 4th/Wilshire 6:51 p.m. 
Traffic collision Lincoln/Navy 7:14 p.m. 
Auto burglary 0 block of Bay 7:31 p.m. 
Fraud 700 block of 9th 7:51 p.m. 
Auto burglary 1400 block of 4th 7:54 p.m. 
Auto burglary 2400 block of 28th 8:06 p.m. 
Auto burglary 1200 block of 2nd 8:47 p.m. 
Auto burglary 100 block of Hollister 9:07 p.m. 
Auto burglary 1200 block of 2nd 9:22 p.m. 
Auto burglary 1300 block of 2nd 9:31 p.m. 
Battery 2700 block of Santa Monica 9:38 p.m. 
Hit and run 800 block of Pacific Coast
Hwy 9:50 p.m. 
Auto burglary 1200 block of 2nd 9:53 p.m. 
Auto burglary 1200 block of 2nd 9:56 p.m. 

Crime Watch is culled from reports provided by the Santa Monica Police Department. 
These are arrests only. All parties are innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

ON JANUARY 31, AT ABOUT 10:10 P.M.
Officers observed a vehicle with an equipment/vehicle code violation and not stop for a
STOP sign.  Officers conducted a traffic stop of the vehicle in the 2900 block of Pico
Blvd. The driver was found to be driving on a suspended license and on probation for
identity theft and burglary.   A search of the suspect’s vehicle led to the recovery of
methamphetamine, burglary tools and US Mail under various names and addresses.
Additional follow-up revealed an owner of the mail had been a recent victim of identity
theft.  The suspect was taken into custody without incident. Randall Renell Turner, 30,
from Santa Monica was arrested for possession of methamphetamine, possession of bur-
glary tools, identity theft, driving on a suspended license and a probation violation. Bail
was set at $10,000.

CRIME WATCH
B Y  D A I L Y  P R E S S  S T A F F

To be added to the list,

PLEASE EMAIL
Subscribe@smdp.com

Write SUBSCRIBER in 
the Subject Line. 

Please include your name 
and address in the email.(310) 458-7737 |  1640 5TH STREET, SUITE 218

Home Delivery
is NOW AVAILABLE!

Just 
$3.50
per week!
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BY JEFFREY I. GOODMAN

Daily Press Staff Writer

Coming out of college with a

business degree, Timothy Ballaret

immediately jumped into a career
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Starting from 
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1760 Ocean Avenue

Santa Monica, CA 90401

310.393.6711

BOOK DIRECT AND SAVE SeaviewHotel.comParking | Kitchenettes | WiFi Available

TAXES • BOOKKEEPING • CORPORATIONS

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA

(310) 395-9922
100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800 Santa Monica 90401

SMALL BUSINESS

STARTUP?Gary Limjap
(310) 586-0339

In today’s real estate climate ...

Experience counts!

garylimjap@gmail.com

www.garylimjap.com

PROMOTE YOUR

BUSINESS HERE!
Yes, in this very spot! 

Call for details (310) 458-7737

BY MATTHEW HALL

Daily Press Editor

Complaints against

Councilwoman Pam O’Connor

filed by a local activist organization

have been forwarded to the Los

Angeles County District Attorney’s

office for review.

The Santa Monica Coalition for

a Livable City filed a complaint last

month against O’Connor alleging

violations of the City Charter in

connection with the firing of

Elizabeth Riel and at least one part

of that complaint has been sent to

the county.

Riel was offered a position with

the City of Santa Monica in 2014,

only to have the offer rescinded

before her first day of work. Riel

sued the city and the case was set-

SEE ATHLETIC PAGE 6

SEE SMCLC PAGE 7

BY MATTHEW HALL

Daily Press Editor

Prices are going up for the Big Blue

Bus and officials are holding a public

meeting on Sept. 10 to preview changes

and hear public feedback.

BBB will host a meeting from 6-7:30

p.m. at the Main Library (601 Santa

Monica Blvd.) to update customers on its

proposed fare updates and service

changes.
According to staff, BBB will be adding

11 percent more service over the next 12

months as part of the Evolution of Blue

campaign to provide connections to the

upcoming Expo Light Rail Line.

To offset costs and bring some if its

products inline with regional averages, the

base fare will increase by $0.25 to $1.25

per ride. Express fares increase to $2.50

(50 cent increase), seniors/disabled fares

will be unchanged, tokens will increase to

$1.25 (25 cent increase), day passes are

unchanged, the 13-ride ticket increases to

$14 ($2 increase), a 30-day pass goes to

$50 ($10 decrease), a youth 30-day pass

drops to $38 ($2 decrease), an express 30-

day increases to $89 ($9 increase). A new

rolling 7-day pass will be available for $14.

According to the staff report, the goal is to

incentivize prepaid media and limit the

amount of cash transactions as a means of

increasing efficiency. Currently, cash cus-

tomers take an average of 23 seconds to

board while prepaid customers take less than

4 seconds.
“Currently, 2 percent of customers use

30-day passes, 2 percent use 13-ride pass-

es, 3 percent use day passes, and 1 percent

use tokens,” said the staff report. “These

low percentages of current prepaid fare

media use are directly attributable to the

BBB outreaching to explain fare increases
Case against

O’Connor 
forwarded to

County District

Attorney

File Photo

CHANGES COMING: There will be a meeting on Sept. 10 at the Main Library to discuss impending fare increases at the Big Blue Bus. 

SEE PRICE PAGE 6

New AD pursuing

his passions 

at Samohi
Ballaret left finance 

career for athletics 

administration

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

"Dance For A Difference" here in Santa Monica

www.thepretendersstudio.comALL AGES,

ALL LEVELS!

DANCE CLASSES
NON COMPETITIVE STUDIO

1438 9th Street, Unit B (alley entrance), Santa Monica • 310-394-1438

The Pretenders Studio

Charity Driven Performances

Kate Sonderegger, SAMO HIGH Grace 10

JAZZ,TAP, BALLET, HIP HOP, MODERN, & MORE!
Open Enrollment, Classes for ages 2-18 

Broadway
Wine & Spirits

(310) 394-8257
1011 Broadway | Santa Monica, CA 90401

february Specials!

All offers + tax/crv

L. Lohr Chardonnay ............................................................................................
$9.59

coors & miller 18 pack cans..........................................................................................
$11.99

Belvedere ....750 ml
$22.99

or 1.75 ml
$35.99
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SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S CROSSWORD

Med School
■ Q: Is there such a thing as an
“old person smell?”
■ A: Yes, but there’s also a
“young person smell” and a “mid-
dle-aged person smell,” according
to research published in the jour-
nal PLOS ONE. The natural odor of
the human body goes through
several age-dependent changes in
chemical composition.
Researchers found that old age
odors were less intense and less
unpleasant that body odors origi-
nating from young and middle-
aged study participants. They also
found that humans are able to dif-
ferentiate ages (of unseen per-
sons) based upon odor.

ssppoooonnyy

1. Informal. foolishly or sentimentally amorous.
2. Informal. foolish; silly.

WORD UP!

WELL NEWS B Y S C O T T  L A F E E

Draw Date: 2/11

5  9  17  37  64
Power#: 2
Jackpot: 310M

Draw Date: 2/10

32  39  51  62  75
Mega#: 14
Jackpot: 38M

Draw Date: 2/11

11  24  27  34  40
Mega#: 19
Jackpot: 12M

Draw Date: 2/13

6  17  29  32  34

Draw Date: 2/14
MIDDAY:
Draw Date: 2/13
EVENING: 8 0 4

Draw Date: 2/13

1st: 10 Solid Gold
2nd: 06 Whirl Win
3rd: 11 Money Bags
RACE TIME: 1:42.82

DAILY LOTTERY

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number information, mistakes can occur. In
the event of any discrepancies, California State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete
game information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery retailers. Visit the California
State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

Sudoku
Fill in the blank 
cells using numbers 
1 to 9. Each number
can appear only once
in each row, column,
and 3x3 block. 
Use logic and process
of elimination to 
solve the puzzle.

MYSTERY PHOTO Matthew Hall matt@smdp.com

The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the
Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com. 
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protect your seat.
protect your pup.

use code “SMDP” for 10% off 
your purchase

STAYJAX
MADE IN LOS ANGELES

www.stayjax.com

Zack Hill By JOHN DEERING & JOHN NEWCOMBE

Dogs of C-Kennel

Strange Brew

Agnes By TONY COCHRAN

By JOHN DEERINGHeathcliff By PETER GALLAGHER

By MICK & MASON MASTROIANNI & JOHNNY HART

Under this harmonious Libra moon, peaceful interactions are often a function of setting up the right expec-
tation. Relationships are agreements. What’s usual might not be normal, and what’s normal might not be
usual. So forget about those kinds of terms, and focus on communicating in a way to create mutual satis-
faction. 

Peace and Harmony Moon

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
Contributing to the peace of the world will not
require a grand gesture, just a little tolerance.
Here’s one sample recipe: 1. Leave well enough
alone. 2. Don’t fix what isn’t broken. 3. Mind
your own business. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
You’ll have to spend some money to go to the
next level in a study, hobby or project. Is this
really an expense, though, or is it a worthy
investment in who you are?

GEMINI (May 21-June 21)
It’s going to take an unrelentingly positive
attitude to push through these early stages
of a difficult project. Soon enough, you’ll be
able to quit manufacturing cheer, because
you’ll have enough actual positive reasons to
continue.

CANCER (June 22-July 22)
You’re innovative in your attempt to solve
problems big and small. Right now, while you’re
busy doing it, there’s someone out there say-
ing it can’t be done. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
You can’t take people at face value. The quiet
ones might be concealing big emotion; the
sweet ones can have a delightfully wicked
edge; the funny ones get sad; the sad ones get
funny. You wouldn’t have it any other way.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
What you love will reward you for loving it. Try
it and see. Also, be mindful of your loving style.
Try to match it up with the preferences of your
beloved over your own.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23)
As the world becomes increasingly litigious
the contracts made in conversation seem less
important to some. That’s why people who
keep their word are superstars of good charac-
ter. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21)
Those with beautiful superficiality may also
have deep beauty. Give it whirl and find out.
You’ll sense the true depth of a person inside
five minutes of conversation.  

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Today will bring a series of inspired blunders
and, like a skilled detective (Clouseau or
Columbo), your unassuming ways will allow for
the solving of a mystery.   

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
You may know experts and gurus, but your own
personal history is by far your greatest
teacher. Future success will depend on today’s
review of what you did right, and what you
could have done differently.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
You decided upon a particular goal long ago
but never could quite figure out how to fit the
steps toward accomplishment into your life.
That’s because the timing wasn’t as good as it
is now. Try again.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
You could change history just by saying yes.
It follows that you can also change it by say-
ing no. Today brings the rare black-and-white
decision. Only say yes if you can say it
emphatically.  

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (Feb. 15)

You are the one who matters most to someone. Knowing that you have unconditional love and sup-
port gives you courage to do difficult things. You’ll choose what you think is right, not what they
pressure you to choose, and this sets off a chain of liberating choices. You’ll love the development
in April. Taurus and Gemini adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 2, 38, 9, 11 and 40.

office (310) 458-7737

DO YOU HAVE COMMUNITY NEWS?
Submit news releases to editor@smdp.com or by fax at (310) 576-9913
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Classifieds
$12.00 per day. Up to 15 words, $1.00 for each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $12.00 a day. Ads over 15 words add $1.00 per word per day. Ad must run a 
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 2:30 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All 
private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our
offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily
Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified 
display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm   LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!
There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.

PREPAY YOUR AD TODAY!

Local, Secure, and Family
run for over 30 years

(310) 450-1515
1620 14th St. Santa Monica, CA 90404
www.SantaMonicaMiniStorage.com

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING
BEFORE THE SANTA MONICA CITY COUNCIL

SUBJECT: 16ENT-0157 (Appeal of Planning Commission Approval of Conditional 
Use Permit 16ENT-0054)
1440 Harvard Street
APPLICANT: The Activity Place, LLC
APPELLANT: Michael Sammons
PROPERTY OWNER: Santa Monica Monthly Meeting of the 

Religious Society of Friends

A public hearing will be held by the City Council to consider the following request: 

Appeal (16ENT-0157) of the Planning Commission's Approval of a Conditional Use Permit
(16ENT-0054) to allow the Establishment of a Child Care and Early Education Facility in
Conjunction With an Existing Religious Facility on a Property at 1440 Harvard Street in
the R2 (Low Density Residential) Zoning District.

DATE/TIME: TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2017, AT 6:30 p.m.

LOCATION: City Council Chambers, Second Floor, Santa Monica City Hall
1685 Main Street, Santa Monica, California

HOW TO COMMENT
The City of Santa Monica encourages public comment. You may comment at the City
Council public hearing, or by writing a letter. Written information will be given to the City
Council at the meeting.

Address your letters to: City Clerk
Re: 16ENT-0157 
1685 Main Street, Room 102
Santa Monica, CA 90401

Or email to councilmtgitems@smgov.net

MORE INFORMATION
If you want more information about this project or wish to review the project file, please
contact Ariel Socarras at (310) 458-8341, or by e-mail at ariel.socarras@smgov.net. The
Zoning Ordinance is available at the Planning Counter during business hours and on the
City’s web site at www.smgov.net. 

The meeting facility is wheelchair accessible. For disability-related accommodations,
please contact (310) 458-8341 or (310) 458-8696 TTY at least 72 hours in advance.
Every attempt will made to provide the requested accommodation. All written materials
are available in alternate format upon request. Santa Monica Big Blue Bus Lines num-
bered 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 18 serve City Hall. Public parking is available in front
of City Hall and on Olympic Drive and in the Civic Center Parking Structure (validation
free).

Pursuant to California Government Code Section 65009(b), if this matter is subsequent-
ly challenged in Court, the challenge may be limited to only those issues raised at the pub-
lic hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City of
Santa Monica at, or prior to, the public hearing.

ESPAÑOL
Esto es una noticia de una audiencia pública para revisar applicaciónes proponiendo
desarrollo en Santa Monica.  Si deseas más información, favor de llamar a Carmen
Gutierrez en la División de Planificación al número (310) 458-8341.

CALL US TODAY (310) 458-7737

SEE NEWS HAPPENING OR HAVE SOMETHING TO REPORT?

Help Wanted
FT F/C Bookkeeper Local real estate 
office seeking organized, detail-oriented 
full charge bookkeeper. Must have 10+ 
years experience with GL, PR, Bank 
Recs, JE’s, 1099 prep, W/ C audits, QB, 
P&L, BS, MS Word & Excel. Excellent 
communication skills, written and oral. 
Ability to multitask. Please send resume 
and references.

HOUSEKEEPER 
Professional couple seeks an experi-
enced Housekeeper to care for their 
Beverly Hills apt. Must have past exp. 
working in fine homes with verifiable 
references. Must be conscientious and 
flexible. Daily cleaning; laundry/ iron-
ing; purchase household supplies and 
groceries; prepare simple meals. 25-40 
hrs/ week; Rate $25-$35 per hr, based 
on exp. Resume to 
avabonham@gmail.com or apply for 
Req. 295 at www.mahlermatch.com. 
Qualified applicants will be contacted. 
Flexible start date.

For Sale
1994 NEW HOLLAND 

3930 WITH QUICK TACH LOADER,1800 
hours 50 Hp $2100  Call me: 
8583040594

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Ex-
perience Tranquility & Free-
dom from Stress through 
Nurturing & Caring touch in a 
total healing environment. 
Lynda, LMT: 310-749-0621

Name Changes
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. SS026881
Superior Court of California, County of Los Ange-
les
Petition of ANDREY VEGR for Change of Name
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner: ANDREY V VEGR filed a petition with 
this court for a decree of changing names as fol-
lows: ANDREY V VEGR TO ANDY VEGR. The court 
orders that all persons interested in this matter 
shall appear before this court at the hearing indi-
cated below to show cause, if any, why the peti-
tion for change of name should not be granted. 
Notice of Hearing: 
Date: MAR 3, 2017 Time: 8:30 AM, Dept: K, Room: 
A203   
The address of the court is SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, 1725 
MAIN ST., ROOM 201 SANTA MONICA, CA 90401.
A copy of this Order to Show Cause shall be pub-
lished at least once each week for four succes-
sive weeks prior to the date set for hearing on the 
petition in the following newspaper of general 
circulation, printed in this county: Santa Monica 
Daily Press.
Date: JAN 23, 2016

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

A D V E R T I S E !  
CALL US (310) 458-7737
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DISCOUNTS AT THIS STORE ONLY:

SANTA MONICA
302 Colorado Avenue

SHOP NOW FOR BEST SELECTION!
ALL SALES FINAL, NO REFUNDS OR EXCHANGES. OPEN DAILY REGULAR HOURS. WE ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD, DISCOVER, AMERICAN EXPRESS AND SEARS CARD. WE ACCEPT SEARS GIFT CARDS. DISCOUNTS 

DO NOT APPLY TO PREPAID GIFT CARDS AND PHONE CARDS. INVENTORY IS LIMITED TO STOCK ON HAND. THIS STORE IS NOT PARTICIPATING IN CURRENT SEARS CIRCULARS. THIS EVENT EXCLUDES ELECTROLUX. 

STORE CLOSING
EVERYTHING MUST GO!

*10K gold unless
otherwise 

ALL FINE GOLD, SILVER, 
DIAMOND & GEMSTONE 

JEWELRY*

%70off

ON SALE! AMAZING SAVINGS!
ALL MATTRESSES & APPLIANCES

ALL TOOLS & TOOL STORAGE

%25off
%15to

%30off
%40off

ALL EXERCISE EQUIPMENT  
& ALL GAME TABLES

ALL FASHION CLOTHING 
& ALL FOOTWEAR
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