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NEWS OF
THE WEIRD

by Chuck Shepard

m Richard Hobbs, who solicits tips in pub-
lic by making balloon sculptures for chil-
dren, filed a lawsuit against Westchester
County, N.Y, for denying him the right to
work the crowd at the county's Playland
Amusement Park. In the course of defend-
ing the lawsuit, the county discovered that
Hobbs had been convicted in 1978 and
1982 of sexual abuse of children. However,
Hobbs persisted with the lawsuit, and in
December, federal judge John Martin
ordered the two parties to settle among
themselves the issue of which areas of the
park are commercial and which are tradi-
tional park space, in that Hobbs apparently
has a constitutional right to practice his
craft in traditional park spaces.
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Prop. A campaigns
raise nearly $100,000

Fierce battle expected
for residents’ votes

BY ANDY FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

Barely a week before Santa
Monica’s first mail-only election,
two opposing campaigns have man-
aged to raise substantial war chests.

The campaigns, each attempting
to sway residents over whether City
Hall or property owners should
have final say on historic preserva-
tion of private homes, have togeth-
er raised nearly $100,000, accord-
ing to campaign disclosures filed
with the City Clerk’s office.

Proposition A proposes allowing
owners of single-family homes to
opt-out of having their residences
deemed historic by city officials.
Citizens will vote in a month-long
election that will be conducted
entirely through the mail. Ballots
are scheduled to be sent out to reg-
istered Santa Monica voters on Feb.

20. They must be turned into the
City Clerk’s office no later than
March 21.

“If money is going
to determine the
outcome of the
election then we are
way behind.”

— BEATRICE H. NEMLAHA
Save Our Neighborhoods

The group that instigated the
ballot measure, which is predomi-
nately made up of local homeown-
ers, has raised $14,153.60 more
than their opponents, who are most-
ly elected and appointed city offi-
cials, as well as historic

See PROP. A, page 4

Feinstein refutes allegations
of money misappropriation

Councilman says he's
being unfairly tried in
the press by critics

BY ANDY FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

City Councilman Mike Feinstein
this week responded publicly to
Green Party allegations that he
allegedly misappropriated $30,000
in campaign donations, but he has-
n’t provided evidence as to where
the money went.

Feinstein on Monday told
Surfsantamonica.com, a Web site
that reports local news, that his
political adversaries have appoint-
ed themselves “judge and jury.”

“My core objection is that I am
being denied due process by being
unnecessarily tried in the press, as a
result of a few reckless insinuations
and innuendoes,” Feinstein told the
Web site. “I’ve decided to take the
high road in analyzing this situation
and not speculate upon the motiva-

tions of those few individuals
behind this dispute.

“I made out my check
and intended it to go
to the L.A. County
Green Party.”

— BILL PIETZ
Green Party donor

“Unfortunately, their actions
have made it possible to blow
something entirely out of propor-
tion in the public’s eye, which
should have remained an internal
party matter," he added. “There is
no reason to treat me this way,
when I have done so much to build
this party, including back when

See GREEN PARTY, page 5

Andy Fixmer/Daily Press |-
(Top) Students, peace
activists and commu-
nity leaders rally in |
front of Santa Monica
City Hall on Tuesday
for an anti-war rally.

(Right) Ron Kovic,
Vietnam veteran and
author of “Born on
the Fourth of July,”
speaks to Santa
Monica Mayor Pro [&
Tem Kevin McKeown. |

Anti-war rally hits Santa
Monica City Hall steps

By Daily Press staff

More than 100 people
showed up on the steps of City
Hall Tuesday, urging the Santa
Monica City Council to pass a
resolution opposing the impend-
ing war in Iraq.

A resolution drafted by Mayor
Pro Tem Kevin McKeown,
which spells out several reasons
why the United States shouldn’t
instigate a military attack against
Iraq, was expected to be voted on
by the City Council during its
Tuesday meeting. That vote had
not taken place by presstime.

The anti-war rally’s speakers
included Ron Kovic, a Vietnam
veteran and author of “Born on
the Fourth of July,” who said the
City Council has a responsibility
to take a stand against the war
and it is very much a local issue.

The resolution states the gov-

ernment has estimated that a war
could cost from $60 to $200 bil-
lion, which doesn’t include a
post-war  occupation.  That
would result in less federal fund-
ing for education, health care,
transportation, job training,
housing and environmental con-
cerns in a time of increasing
need for Santa Monica residents,
the resolution states.

It is also written that at an
estimated $100 billion, a war
will cost the state of California
at least $10.1 billion in individ-
ual income taxes and the City of
Santa Monica $36.1 million dur-
ing a time when the state already
suffers from at least a $25 billion
deficit.

More than 70 cities and coun-
ties in the United States have
taken a stand against a preemp-
tive military action against Iraq,

See RALLY, page 4
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Wednesday, Feb. 12, 2003:

You do what is least expected this year. You might even surprise yourself. Your humor and delight-
ful personality often surround you with many people. You meet people easily, allowing you to net-
work and add to your immediate circle of friends. Work blooms because of your willingness to put in
extra hours if need be. You gain financially because of your diligence and ideas. A relationship shines
on the horizon this year. You will be more inclined to settle down in late 2003. If attached, you have
a great time together, especially if your sweetie embraces your lively ways. Take on a project togeth-

er. CANCER helps you get the job done.

PYARIES (March 21-April 19)

@ You might want to step back, but
events keep tossing you into the limelight.
Friends and meetings add a lot of stimulus to
what might be an otherwise calm day. If your
instincts tell you to cocoon, do so, especially in
the p.m., when you have a lot to do. Tonight:
Happy at home.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

V'Y J M  Continue handling money matters with
your present accuracy. You might find an associate
ready to create an uproar if she or he doesn’t
achieve her or his goal. Discussions help this per-
son clear her or his palette and make better deci-
sions. Tonight: Join a friend for a get-together.

E,}GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

ZIM  Take your time making a decision,
especially if you feel a bit uncomfortable with
news that heads your way. Factor in new ideas
carefully. New information proves significant
and critical. Think in terms of gains and long-
term financial goals. Tonight: Pay bills.

Ex CANCER (June 21-July 22)

[m Assume a low profile in the morn-
ing, when others reveal much more. You might
be jolted by a partner and his or her opinions.
Revise your thinking. Your mind opens new
doors if you allow it to. You work in the after-
noon with a surge of energy. Tonight: What
would make the Moon Child happy?

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

[  Take your time with a friend or in a
meeting this morning. Not everything is as it
should be. You quickly discover the ramifications
of taking someone for granted. Sit back in the after-
noon as others lay down their cards. Know that you
are in a position of power. Tonight: Vanish.

@ VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

24 (T Bosses call on you to take charge, but
considering someone’s rebelliousness, you might
wonder what difference you could make. Trust in
your abilities. A meeting in the afternoon helps
align everyone’s different interests. Head in a new
direction. Tonight: Let off steam with your friends.

WLIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

& L Your perspective helps keep a proj-
ect in line. Reach out for others in your immedi-
ate circle, seeking out answers and new direc-
tion. Brainstorming with someone in charge
helps you determine your next move. You com-
mand others’ respect. Tonight: Be willing to burn
the midnight oil.

E% SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

N2z (T Dealing with a partner or associate
could shake you to the core. Remember that you
can only control yourself. Choose your response
accordingly. Your instincts lead you in a new
direction. Tune in to your inner voice and, at the
same time, detach. Tonight: Rent a movie.

@SAGITT/—\RIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

[m You work with unpredictability well,
but that doesn’t mean you like it. Get feedback as
you determine what you feel is necessary to keep
the ship steady. Work closely with an associate,
and you will get the results you need. Flow with an
opportunity. Tonight: Dinner for two.

[’ CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

You might want to do something
very different than you originally anticipated. Deal
with a money matter head-on in order to achieve
the goals you desire. Understand what associates
want, and you’ll hit the bull’s-eye. Open up talks
in the p.m. Tonight: Where the crowds are.
[. AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

You might want to consider some
options quite suddenly. Understand that your
behavior will have an impact on others whether
you want it to or not. Your fun personality helps
others work with your unpredictability. Focus on
work and getting the job done. Tonight: Run
errands on the way home.

[g PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

LSY4M  You might be motivated by a com-
pletely different force than you realize. Think
twice about what you’re doing and exactly where
you’re heading. You might do a reversal as a

result. Add that touch of creativity to your work,
and you’ll hit a home run. Tonight: Play away.
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LOCAL

Llfe in Baghdad is not all bad

(Editor’s note:
The Daily Press
plans to publish
updates from Santa
| Monica resident
Kelly Hayes-Raitt
while she is in
Baghdad. Today is
her second report
from the field.)

BY KELLY HAYES-RAITT
Special to the Daily Press

BAGHDAD — There’s so much to expe-
rience, assimilate and articulate in such a
short time.

In three days, we’ve had official tours
through a pediatric hospital’s children
leukemia ward, a food distribution center, an
orphanage and the bomb shelter where a U.S.
bomb killed more than 400 civilians during
the 1991 “aggression,” as the Gulf War is
called here.

We’ve met with government officials
from the General Federation of Iraqi Women
and from the Iraqi Red Crescent Society.

We attended a press conference

with the Iraqi liaison to the
U.N. inspectors during which

a visiting European Union

MP delegation asked ques-
tions in front of the interna-
tional press.

It’s too early for me to sort
through the layers of government
manipulation — of both the Iraqi
women and of this American woman.
Government officials read from the same
briefing page: First we are warmly wel-
comed as American people, then the effects
of the “U.S. sanctions” are dramatically out-
lined. There is little talk of impending war.
Undeniably, the sanctions have had a devas-
tating effect on Iraqi families, and that is the
message “Harry” wants us to take home.
(Our group has nick-named this country’s
leader so that we may have some open con-
versation among ourselves.)

News is state controlled, of course, and
we are warned about talking with Iraqis
about “Harry.” They are, however, able to
criticize Bush — and do so quite freely, par-
ticularly about the sanctions. America is not
singled out; generally the critiques are more
polite when made to our faces, but it’s inter-
esting to be on this side of the spin. Numbers
are slippery and elusive, and examples are
well-rehearsed. In my ignorance about the
Middle East, the information I’'m receiving
is in a vacuum and I haven’t yet learned to
trust my own impressions.

From the deputy director of the General

BEYOND
BAGHDAD

Federation of Iraqi Women, for example, we
are told that the sanctions are interrupting
children’s education: Lead pencils can’t be
imported because the tops could be used to
make bombs. While this incredible statement
may be true, I mentally noted that her trans-
lator was taking notes with a lead pencil.

Yet, I haven’t seen the widespread
oppression our government uses to justify a
new war. Although armed soldiers police
busy corners, they smile easily and are
friendly to both natives and tourists. (On our
last day, they insisted on posing for photo-
graphs with us outside our hotel.) People
move about freely with unguarded expres-
sions, women call and wave to us and I’ve
had several spontaneous, unscripted conver-
sations with people on the street.

Bombing them doesn’t strike me as a
way to achieve their political freedom.

I’m still adjusting from culture shock. It
was one week ago today I saw Sting singing
“Message in a Bottle” to a global audience
during the half time show of our gluttonous
Super Bowl. I feel quite isolated — within

this country (where the only news I can
get is filtered through reporters at
the international media center)
and within our group.
The “Code Pink” women with
whom I am traveling are radical-
ly conspicuous, wearing cape-like
hot pink signs pinned to their backs
that declare “Women for Peace” in
English. They hold daily “actions”
in crowded squares and call them-
selves “vigilantes” in their press
releases. I compared their demon-
strating to a group of North
Koreans parading around the streets of L.A.
wearing bright neon signs in indecipherable
Korean — before I learned how truly upset-
ting that would be given that country’s state-
ments later in the week.

I have distanced myself, packing away
my pink and wearing neutrals. T skip the
actions and spend my time talking quietly
with people and learning what I can about
their opinions about the war (“inevitable”)
and how they are preparing (“praying.”)

I have no interest in protesting my gov-
ernment’s war anywhere than in my own
country. In my limited time here, I am more
interested in heart-felt conversations than in
headlining sound bites. I’'m trying to listen
and learn and connect with the individual
people my government threatens to bomb.

(Kelly Hayes-Raitt is one of nine
American women traveling in Baghdad to
meet with Iraqi women about the effects
of war on women and children. She
returns to Santa Monica on Feb. 12.)
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issued a 72-hour rain advisory.
Regardless,

wave, head north, and don’t swallow.

Location Wednesday
County 1-3'/Poor
Zuma 2-3'/Poor
Surfrider 1-2'/Poor
Topanga 1-2’/Poor
Breakwater 1-3'/Poor
El Porto 2-3’/Fair

Today’s Special

Pickles or coleslaw,
french fries or salad
and drink

T
F Dalzones

surfable waves have proven few and far
between lately, though a bit of south wind swell hit some of
LA’s beaches Tuesday and should continue today.

In the north, expect waist-high surf on average, some chest-
highs occasionally with poor to fair conditions.

In the south, wind swell won’t matter so much, so those
breaks will be smaller; knee- to waist-high for the most part.

With the rain advisory in effect through the weekend, the
best thing is to stay out of the water, but if you need to get a

Information compiled by Jesse Haley

Tuesday’s rains raised pollution to worrisome levels at our
cherished local surf spots. The Department of Public Health has

Today’s
Tides:

High- 5:40 a.m. 4.91’
Low- 1:26 p.m. -0.15°
High- 8:08 p.m. 3.29’

Thursday Water Quality
1-3'/Poor N/A
2-3’/Poor N/A
1-2’/Poor N/A
1-2’/Poor N/A
1-3'/Poor N/A
2-3’/Fair N/A

The Surf Report is sponsored by:
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Plans have been in the works the past few
years to rebuild the Santa Monica Pier’s
breakwater so it can become a harbor again
for sailboats, sport fishing and other recre-
ational opportunities.

But, of course, because of the city’s
budget crisis, the City Council may divert
the $4 million needed to match the federal
government’s share of the project toward
other projects that are more needed.

Some say having a harbor will give
Santa Monica another reason for people to
come here, which will fuel the economy.

Others say a harbor will add traffic and
attract too many people here.

This week, Q-Line wants to know:

“Do you think the city should use its
financial resources to build a new har-
bor? Would it be bad or good for Santa
Monica?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your response
before Thursday at 5 p.m. We’ll print them in
Friday’s paper. Please limit your comments
to a minute or less; it might help to think first
about the wording of your response.

Quality & Valug dlways!

Since 1967
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preservation organizations.

“Homeowners for Voluntary
Preservation” — which collected nearly
10,000 signatures to get Prop. A on the
ballot and force a special election — has
raised $54,656.60 since Jan. 1, according
to campaign disclosures.

There have been 117 donations of more
than $100 to the homeowners’ group, with
the majority of them ranging between
$100 and $500 each. Six of the donations
were more than $1,000 — including a
donation of $5,000 from Gregory Poirier,
a founding member of the group and an
author of the proposition.

Poirier has donated and loaned more
than $17,000 to the group since its incep-
tion last year, according to campaign dis-
closure filings.

Most donors tend to be Santa Monica
residents who live in single-family
homes, many of whom are located North
of Montana Avenue, according to the
group’s campaign disclosure.

According to those involved in its
fundraising, the homeowners’ group had
another 150 donations that were below
$100, the minimum amount to be dis-
closed as required by law.

“The ones that touch me the most are
the ones that are between five and 10 dol-
lars from those who are retired and living
on fixed-incomes,” said Tom Larmore, a
local land use attorney, a Santa Monica
homeowner and an author of Prop. A.
“They’re giving whatever they can spare
to protect their homes.”

Save Our Neighborhoods, the commit-
tee against Prop. A, has managed to raise
$40,503 since Jan. 1, 2003, according to
its campaign disclosure forms.

There were 69 donors who gave more
than $100, including 15 donations of
$1,000 or more to Save Our
Neighborhoods. The group received
$5,000 from the National Trust and a
$3,000 donation from the Los Angeles
Conservancy. Those organizations man-
age historic properties in the region and
throughout the United States.

“We have a different base to collect
from,” said Beatrice H. Nemlaha, a
spokeswoman for Save Our
Neighborhoods. “We don’t have a few big
donors to draw on like they do.

“People are anxious to help, and there
is a lot of support for our position,” she
added, “but they are little people giving
small amounts of money.”

Some of the group’s donors are Victor
Fresco, husband of  Landmarks

Commissioner Nina Fresco, who gave
$2,000. Nemlaha, an owner of a home in the
Third Street Historic District, gave $1,000.
Landmarks Commissioners Ruthann Lehrer
and James Rosenfield gave $1,000 each,
and Landmarks Commissioner Roger
Genser donated $250.

Mayor Richard Bloom, who owns a
single-family home in the Sunset Park
neighborhood in Santa Monica, donated
$250, while City Councilman Mike
Feinstein, a renter of an Ocean Park
home, gave $300. Planning Commission
Chairman Darrell Clarke donated $100.

“It's interesting to me they
are trying to influence this
election with outside money
and tell homeowners here
they shouldn’t have control
over their own homes”

— TOM LARMORE
Attorney

“If money is going to determine the
outcome of the election then we are way
behind,” Nemlaha said. “It has nothing to
do with the merits, it has to do with who
can raise and spend the most.”

But Prop. A supporters say because
nearly 20 percent of Save Our
Neighborhood’s funding comes from his-
toric preservation organizations outside of
Santa Monica, the group doesn’t accurate-
ly represent residents’ views.

“It’s interesting to me they are trying to
influence this election with outside
money and tell homeowners here they
shouldn’t have control over their own
homes,” Larmore said.

Prop. A critics counter that the conserva-
tion groups work on projects in cities across
the country, including in Los Angeles
County, and represent any community con-
cerned about historic preservation.

“The definition of inside and outside
the city boundaries isn’t an issue,”
Nemlaha said. “To make an issue out of
the most reputable national and local con-
servancies making a donation toward the
work they do is just so mean-spirited. I
don’t doubt for a minute if there was a
comparable property rights group avail-
able, that Tom Larmore would be gather-
ing funds from them too.”

RALLY, from page 1

Resolution outlines negative
impacts the war will have

the resolution states.

The resolution also says that a war is expected by the CIA to provoke terrorist

attacks within the United States, putting Santa Monica lives at risk and generating
emergency responses by local hospitals and other emergency personnel that will tax
local resources. It goes on to say that a war would likely result in a loss of visitor
and tourist dollars, which is important to Santa Monica’s city revenues. A war would
also result in the death of military causalities, including United States and possibly
Santa Monica service men and women, the resolution states.

The resolution calls for the United States to work through the United Nations to
renew its arms inspections, assure Iraqi compliance and oppose unprovoked unilat-
eral first-strike military action.
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Celebrating 22 years in the neighborhood

Alice Lee/KSCITV
(Top) Miss Los Angeles Chinatown waves to parade goers this past week-
end in Hollywood as part of the 2nd Annual Lunar New Year Parade and
Festival. (Below) Dragon dancers celebrate the Chinese “Year of the Ram;

which kicked off on Feb. 9.

Green Party donor says
money was intended for L.A.

GREEN PARTY, from page 1

many of those involved today were in
their Green Party diapers.”

Feinstein on Tuesday declined to com-
ment to the Daily Press.

National and state Green Party leaders
have been asking Feinstein for two years
what he did with about $30,000 in dona-
tions he allegedly deposited into a private
bank account at a credit union.
Specifically, party leaders want to know
details surrounding a $10,000 donation
made out to the Los Angeles County
Green Party on Jan. 13, 2001.

Feinstein has been asked repeatedly
and privately within the party, to provide
bank records detailing how the money
was spent or if it was properly disclosed
under state election laws.

“We have asked him for months and
months what’s happening with the
check,” said Bob Morris, an L.A. County
Green Party Co-Chair and Treasurer.
“And we keep hearing he’s going to have
a full report in a month. I believe the last
time I heard that was three months ago.”

In his interview with Surfsantamon-
ica.com, Feinstein said he is following the
letter of the law even though he has been
“tardy” in turning his political finance forms
into California’s Fair Political Practices
Commission, the state agency that regulates
political parties and donations.

A spokesman for the FPPC would not
comment whether or not Feinstein is fol-
lowing the state’s disclosure laws, but he
did say almost all disclosures are required
to take place every six to 12 months. The
spokesman said he did not know of any
campaign laws that permit disclosures to

be made every two years, as in
Feinstein’s case.

Morris along with other Greens, dis-
miss Feinstein’s claim that a handful of
people in the party are out to exact politi-
cal revenge.

“It’s absurd,” Morris said. “He’s been
given every possible opportunity to
respond (privately) and he’s refused. It’s
just more and more people are getting
more than annoyed at Mike for his refusal
to explain anything about the Pico office
or the checks.”

The money was reportedly used to pay
rent and bills for an office at 2809 Pico
Blvd. that is used as a local Green Party
headquarters, Feinstein has said. However,
party leaders say the office has never been
recognized by the state Green Party.

Feinstein told Surfsantamonica.com
that Silver Lake resident Bill Pietz, the
donor of the $10,000 check, made an
“honest mistake” in not realizing that the
money was intended to help support the
Pico Boulevard office.

“Pietz gave the money to run the
office,” Feinstein told the Web site. “He
gave it to a friend, who gave it to me. He
didn't know at the time there was a differ-
ence between a (county) council account
and (a local) office account. There’s all
this hoopla because people didn’t know
where the money went.”

Pietz said he wasn’t confused at all
about where he wanted his donation to go.

“I made out my check and intended it
to go to the L.A. County Green Party,”
Pietz said. “The authorized body to deal
with it would have been the county coun-
cil. While one of us may have been con-
fused, it wasn’t me.”
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OPINION

LETTERS

Don’t be a victim of identity theft

Editor:

I read with great sympathy the article about “Jessica,” (Feb. 11, 2003) the identity theft
victim. I too have been a victim since 1996. Jessica asked at one point when all this will
be over. Unfortunately, it will never be over. Once someone (or a group) has your info it
just gets re-circulated over and over again.

The common recommendations from authorities is for the victim to contact all credit
reporting agencies and to put a “fraud victim’s statement” on his or her account. Let me
just warn everyone that this only stops a few types of identity theft. Most “instant credit”
companies (i.e. cell phone, department stores, etc.) do what they call a “soft” credit check.
This means they will never actually see your victim’s statement saying “ALERT — DO
NOT OPEN ANY LINES OF CREDIT WITHOUT FIRST CONTACTING ME AT MY
HOME OR OFFICE.”

Thanks to Debra Bowen and others, Senate Bill 168 has a provision that went into
effect Jan. 1, 2003 that allows people to “freeze” their credit records at each agency.

Basically, by “freezing” your credit, lenders, retailers, utilities and other businesses that
need access to a credit report to review and approve new credit, will not be allowed to
access your account without you first contacting the credit agency yourself. The good
news is that this will effectively end “instant credit” scams on your credit. The bad news
is that it won’t stop forged checks and other types of identity fraud. And, you’ll pay for
the service that blocks your account unless you are already a victim and have had contact
with the credit reporting agencies.

T would strongly recommend that everyone “freeze” his or her account. It’s too late for me
and Jessica, but it’s not too late for you. Trust me, you don’t ever want to be in our situation.

For more information go to http://www.fightidentitytheft.comy/legislation_california_sb168.html

Scott Bellomo
Los Angeles

U.S. needs to set example for peace

Editor:

The international community is voicing its opposition to war in Iraq through peaceful
protests staged throughout the world. International political leaders are urging for a peace-
ful solution in Iraq. Despite this, the President seems determined to go to war. Everyone
agrees that Iraq must disarm, but neither the President nor his cabinet have presented clear
evidence that the U.S. is under a clear, imminent threat of violence from Iraq. If the U.S.
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Santa Monica Daily Press: Att. Editor
1427 Third Street Promenade Ste. 202
Santa Monica, CA 90401
sack@smdp.com

begins pre-emptive strikes against Iraq, is it not condoning a policy in which any country
can initiate war against another nation if it feels threatened? Will the U.S. still expect India
and Pakistan, China and Taiwan or Jews and Palestinians to resolve their problems peace-
fully after the U.S. invades Iraq? If we expect other nations to resolve issues peacefully,
we must expect the same of ourselves. A unilateral attack against Iraq will only result in
increased anti-American sentiments and terrorist-related violence, in the U.S. and abroad.

S.B. Ramaswami
Santa Monica

See LETTERS, page 7

INCITES

By Ed Silverstein

Secretary of State Colin Powell’s com-
pelling proof of Saddam Hussein’s non-
compliance with the U.N.’s resolution to
disarm has finally nudged me off the fence.
We need to remove this man from power. I
did not come to my decision easily. I abhor
war in any form and during Vietnam, I
marched for peace. But this is a different
kind of conflict. Vietnam did not represent a
direct threat to us. Iraq does.

There are many powerful arguments
against war. We are preemptively attacking
a sovereign nation. There will be terrible
devastation and the human toll will be great.
Bush is opposed to nation building and a
stable post-war Iraq would likely require a
long-term commitment of U.S. troops. A
war could destabilize the region and topple
governments in Egypt, Saudi Arabia and
other countries friendly to the United States.
Saddam, if desperate, could unleash chemi-
cal and biological weapons or provide them
to terrorists. Any attack on Iraq could pre-
cipitate terrorist action against America
and/or our overseas interests. And then of
course there is the question of President
Bush’s motives.

Anyone who reads this column will know
that I am not a big fan of the President’s poli-
cies and I, like Sen. McCain, believe that
Bush is far too influenced by corporate inter-
ests. There is no question that Bush’s think-
ing must include Iraqi oil, revenge for the
assassination plot against his father and even
concerns about his approval rating and re-
election. The “boys with toys” coalition of

Rumsfeld and Cheney also have influenced
the President. Both these hawks have been
itching for a fight with Saddam since the last
Bush presidency and had lobbied to attack
Iraq in conjunction with the war in
Afghanistan. However, after reading Bob
Woodward’s book, “Bush At War,” I am left
with the impression that Bush’s key motiva-
tion is, what you could almost call, altruistic.
He has a vision (possibly grandiose) of being
remembered as a President who used the
might of the United States to bring about a
safer world. If this is true, it is possible that
North Korea, Iran or Syria could be next.
Though troubling, such action may be ulti-
mately necessary if we ever hope to live
without looking over our shoulders.

Bush’s motivations aside, Iraq is a
humanitarian nightmare. Saddam has no
regard for human life and has killed and tor-
tured thousands of political dissidents,
starved his people, used mustard gas on the
Northern Kurds and destroyed their villages.
Like Hitler, he has tested chemical and bio-
logical weapons on people he has impris-
oned. I believe the United States as well as
the rest of the world has a moral responsi-
bility to guard against atrocities from what-
ever quarter. And while any war will result
in serious casualties, there is likely to be
more innocent lives lost if we do nothing,
not to mention the potential for this conflict
to escalate dramatically.

Even if you question the evidence pre-
sented by Powell concerning al Qaeda’s
Abu Musab Al-Zarqawi, there is no question
that Saddam has aided terrorism. His fun-
neling of large cash payments to the family
of each suicide bomber targeting Israel has
been, in part, responsible for the thousands
of innocent deaths on both sides of the con-
flict, many of them young children.

There is another factor to consider.
Although the war could spark further resent-
ment throughout the region, the Middle East

has traditionally respected strength and an
attack on Iraq might send a powerful mes-
sage to other countries that sponsor terror-
ism. Syria, for example, supports the terror-
ist group Hizballah. A recent New Republic
article reported that Hizballah is more
organized and better financed than al Qaeda,
and there is evidence that the group is shift-
ing sights from exclusively attacking Israel
to including U.S. targets as well.

There are some who believe we can con-
tinue to contain Iraq; that his weapons of
mass destruction don’t represent a threat
because he does not have the means to
deliver them. This is naive. Our very pres-
ence, such as the no-fly zones that have
allowed the Kurds to rebuild and begin to
prosper, has increased tensions in the
region. If Saddam is not removed we will
have to patrol those zones indefinitely.
Sooner or later this, along with the suffering
of the Iraqi people due to sanctions, will
cause unrest to boil over. This will take
down several friendly governments causing
the U.S. a far greater problem. Furthermore,
Saddam does have a delivery system for his
weapons ... terrorists. Chemical and biolog-
ical weapons can easily be concealed and
deployed. It is even possible for terrorists to
infect themselves with deadly viruses and
bring them into the country. We cannot
ignore the terrifying possibility that a war
with Iraq might cause Hussein to unleash
the very weapons we are trying to prevent or
even, as Scott Layne and Michael Sommer
suggest in their L4 Times editorial, cause a
“Bio-Armageddon.” But we also have to be
aware that, if left unchecked, the weapons
will only become more dangerous. Sooner
or later Saddam might use them to dominate
the region and it is almost certain that they
will fall into the hands of terrorists either
through Saddam’s participation or through a
corrupt or extremist Iraqi official.

Off the fence on Iraq — no more Saddam Hussein

On a purely practical note, without
Saddam, sanctions could be lifted. The Iraqi
oil could be used to provide the people of
Iraq with a better life and it will help keep
the price of oil stable. This will be of partic-
ular importance if, (or, as many experts
believe, when) Saudi Arabia’s leadership is
toppled and the U.S. is deprived of 8 percent
of its oil. Without Iraqi oil, the United States
could face financial devastation from sky-
rocketing oil prices.

One thing is for sure, the inspections
have been a dismal failure and it is pointless
to go on with the charade, even in light of a
few stalling concessions from Saddam. It
would be my sincere hope that any action
against Iraq be U.N. ordained and executed
by a coalition force, but that seems in doubt.
The U.N. appears to be intent on making
itself as irrelevant as it is in its handling of
the Israel/Palestinian conflict. With its reac-
tion to Powell’s speech and obstruction to
NATO’s preparation of Turkey, France has
surrendered its credibility. The motivations
of the other dissenters are equally question-
able. Sixty-some odd years ago, Europe and
the United States were reluctant to confront
Hitler’s Germany and it resulted in a war
that killed millions. If we don’t confront
Hussein and others like him, it could result
in a biological agent that could wipe out a
billion.

War in any form is one of man’s most
deplorable creations and it is never an action
that should be entered into lightly. But the
world has changed and the potential for
present and future horrors has never been so
dire. If we don’t act now, we might not live
to regret it.

(Ed Silverstein is freelance writer (who
wants to go on living) in Santa Monica.
Comments may be e-mailed to: edsincites
@aol.com)
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Fighting off personal attacks, unfair campaign tactics

Although I’ve never met Todd Flora,
he purports to know a lot about me. I
would normally ignore ludicrous state-
ments of the type contained in his Feb. 11
article. However, since these accusations
are being rather freely repeated by oppo-
nents of Proposition A, I feel compelled
to set the record straight.

First, Mr. Flora and others would have
you believe that a large part of my law
practice involves representing developers
engaged in buying and demolishing sin-
gle-family homes. This is simply and
irresponsibly false; however, it has
become a campaign mantra.

Almost all of the clients I work for fall
into one of two categories: Banks which
provide financing for large commercial
and multi-family projects, and develop-
ers of similar projects. Only once in my
32 years of practice have I advised some-
one who acquired a house for the purpose
of building a new house for sale, and this
one contract did not involve land use
issues. In fact, in the few occasions in
which I have represented clients in con-

nection with single-family homes, the
clients were the homeowners who were
being abused by local government.

Not only is Mr. Flora grievously
incorrect about the nature of my job, he
never once made any effort to find out if
his assumptions bore any relationship to
the truth.

Second, Mr. Flora contends that I par-

replace the house. To refer to this experi-
ence as “manufactured” is little more
than Kafka-esque.

Third, Mr. Flora suggests that my
alleged clients’ (which, of course, do not
exist) desire to “build out to the property
line.” This accusation raises the dreaded
specter of “monster mansions” which
opponents of Proposition A contend will

ticipated in manufac-
turing the issue which
gave rise to Proposition
A. He obviously wasn’t
around in late 2001 as
Marc Schrobilgen and
most of the residents of

Guest
Commentary

By Tom Larmore

start to pop up all over
if A passes. Of course,
this is inflammatory
nonsense. Proposition
A has nothing to do
with zoning laws and I
support the “monster

18th Street battled the
Landmarks Commission and the City
Council. The treatment Marc received,
all of which took place before I was ever
involved in the issue, was as real as it
gets. His dilapidated house was nominat-
ed by a neighbor as an historic structure
and he spent over a year in landmarks
hell before finally, after being driven
almost to bankruptcy, being allowed to

mansion” limitations.
(Among the things that Mr. Flora doesn’t
know is that I served on the Planning
Commission almost 20 years ago and
suggested, at that time, that special zon-
ing restrictions be instituted to limit the
size of single-family homes.)

If Prop A passes, the city will be as
free to regulate development through
“monster mansion” laws as it is today.

Proposition A relates only to the opera-
tion of the Landmarks Ordinance in R-1
neighborhoods and does nothing more
than give individual homeowners the
choice whether they wish to accept the
burdens and benefits of designation as an
historical building.

Vigorous debate over the merits and
demerits of Proposition A is welcome;
personal attacks on me, which bear no
relationship to reality, have no place in
this discussion.

Readers can, unfortunately, expect to
see these attacks repeated. And when
they do, they should recognize them for
the lies that they are. It’s campaign tac-
tics like this that drive people away from
political involvement.

Mr. Flora, I’ll give you a suggestion:
Next time before you carelessly sling
around uninformed accusations, it would
be a good idea to find out if they have
any relationship to the truth.

(Tom Larmore is a longtime homeown-
er in Santa Monica and a local attorney.)

The sky is not falling north of Montana Avenue

China, my sheltie, and T walk the
neighborhood every day. On the way we
stop to speak with other dog owners, par-
ents of small children, and people work-
ing in their front yard gardens. I feel
camaraderie with these neighbors. Part of
the pleasure of the daily ritual is the
friendly people. We discuss gardening,
crossword puzzles, dog care, and the
beauty and delight of babies and small
children. Most days, when we meet, time
permitting, we enjoy a polite chat.

Recently, with the advent of the “YES
on A” lawn signs, I have been talking
with these same neighbors to ask why
they favor this ballot measure. Although
saddened by the changes and the loss of
the character of the neighborhood, they
are frightened for their finances. They tell
me they are convinced that their property

values will go down if the city continues
to have the discretion to landmark a prop-
erty. They are anxious that all of north of
Montana will become an historic district

homes have been chosen. No, our land-
mark’s ordinance is no different in its
duties than many other cities’ ordinances
throughout the United States. No, in the

and that every house 40
years or older will lose
its property value. The
elderly homeowners
(my age group) are the
most worried. This is
their nest egg. I try to

Guest
Commentary

By Doris Sosin

very rare chance that
your house could have
landmark status, you
can change a land-
marked home. It can be
remodeled, added on to
or have a second story

alleviate their anxieties
by giving them, what I believe to be,
truthful answers.

No, the rumor of all of north of
Montana becoming an historic district
has no basis in fact. No, every house over
40 years old does not warrant landmark-
ing. Very few do. In the 26-year history
of the Landmarks Commission, only 16

built. No, prices of
landmarked homes do not go down in
value. In 26 years, property values have
soared in the city, especially north of
Montana. Values in the only residential
historic district (Ocean Park) in our city
are distinguishably higher than in neigh-
boring areas.

1 want to maintain my friendly rela-

tionship with my neighbors, even when
we disagree. It is a comfort to have car-
ing, concerned neighbors. I wonder if this
is like the nursery tale of “Chicken
Little” who thought the sky was falling
when an acorn went keplunk upon her
head. She told her barnyard friends, “the
sky is falling.” They all believed her fears
and marched to tell the King. On the way,
they met a wicked fox. He talked in a
smooth, convincing manner, urging
them to follow him on a shortcut to the
Palace. They went, instead, to his den.
Luckily, the king came by and rescued
them. In the future, Chicken Little carried
an umbrella.

Next time I take my walks, I’ll hand
out umbrellas.

(Doris Sosin lives north of Montana.)

LETTERS

LETTERS, from page 6

At least the city is doing something

Editor:

Columnist Bill Bauer lambasted the city government on Feb. 7, 2003 in the Daily Press
for being committed to developing mixed-use properties with an affordable housing com-
ponent.

Bauer apparently did not read a Southern California apartment rent story in the busi-
ness section of the Feb. 6 edition of the Los Angeles Times. That article pointed out that
Santa Monica, far from having an adequate supply of affordable apartments, boasts some
of the highest rents in the Southland. For example, according to the article an average,
two-bedroom apartment for a month here costs $2,436 versus $1,366 in Woodland Hills
and $1,143 in Long Beach.

Anyone seeking new apartment housing here soon realizes that high-four-figure rents
are commonplace.

If they scanned Bauer’s diatribe, they may have smiled to learn that the city is doing
something — anything — to mitigate this sorry situation.

Joanne Gamlin
Santa Monica

War is more costly than you think

Editor:

The federal budget just released makes it appear that much more is spent on “entitle-
ments” and “human resources” than on war and war-related matters.

In order to continue this budget illusion — begun under President Johnson in 1968 to
make the costs of the U.S.-Vietnam War appear smaller in relation to total spending —
Social Security and Medicare funds are counted in total federal receipts and outlays. By

law they are separate trust funds, however, as reflected in distinct deductions for each in
payroll checks.

When we exclude Social Security and Medicare funds from the total budget pie — as
they should be — and add up all war and war-related items: Official Pentagon funds, inter-
est on the debt related to past wars, homeland security, hidden military funds in NASA
and energy areas, and estimated Black Box spending for the CIA and National Security
Agency, we have a dramatically different total and percentage.

Minus Social Security and Medicare trust funds, actual spending for war and war-relat-
ed items is about 50 percent of the total. In the Bush budget for 2004 just submitted to
Congress, actual spending for war is at least $646 billion — the true dollar amount of the
imperialist killing machine.

John Marciano
Santa Monica

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the
Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are
letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our inten-
tion to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned.
Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must
include the author s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also
may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa
Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to
editing for space and content.

Can’t find the Daily Press in
your neighborhood?

Call us. We’ll take your suggestions.
(310) 458-PRESS (7737)
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STATE

Fund raising for venture
capital falls to 21-year low

BY MICHAEL LIEDTKE

AP Business Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — Still hurting
from the dot-com bust, shellshocked ven-
ture capitalists in 2002 curtailed their
fund raising for future investments to a
21-year low, according to a report.

While 108 venture capital funds raised
a total of $6.9 billion during 2002, anoth-
er 26 funds refunded $5 billion to
investors, according to data compiled by
Thomson Venture Economics for the
National Venture Capital Association.

The net fund-raising total of $1.9 bil-
lion represented the smallest inflow of
venture capital since $1.6 billion flowed
into the industry in 1981.

The $1.9 billion that trickled into the
venture capital industry last year repre-
sented a 95 percent drop from the $40.7
billion raised in 2001.

Monday’s figures provided another
sobering reminder of how far venture cap-
italists have fallen in just a few years.

As investors hungrily poured money
into Internet startups promising to change
the world, venture capitalists feasted on
huge returns and busily set the table for
even more riches.

In 2000, venture capitalists raised
$106.8 billion from their limited partners,
consisting primarily of institutional
investors such as pension funds and uni-
versity endowments.

The high-tech bust of the past 2 1/2
years has cast a pall over a venture capital
industry trying to cope with an unprece-
dented streak of losses.

“We are really at a standstill,” said
Martin Pichinson, chief executive for
Sherwood Partners, a firm that helps ven-
ture capitalists save struggling startups. “I
don’t think you are going to see much
money coming into the industry for three
or four years.”

With such dim prospects, venture capi-
talists have had little reason to raise

money, particularly since the industry is
sitting on an estimated $80 billion in
funds left over from the boom days.

Meanwhile, wary institutional
investors are less inclined to invest in
risky venture capital funds. In some cases,
investors are demanding refunds, prompt-
ing the venture capital industry to return
about 73 cents for every dollar raised in
2002.

The refunds continued in the fourth
quarter, according to Monday’s report.
Venture capitalists returned more than $1
billion during the three months ended
Dec. 31, reducing the net total raised dur-
ing the fourth quarter to $215 million, the
study found.

In some instances, venture capitalists
are making refunds because their firms
have shrunk and they no longer have the
resources to manage as much money, said
National Venture Capital Association vice
president Jeanne Metzger.

With so many of their previous startups
still struggling, venture capitalists also are
spending more time trying to salvage their
previous investments.

Venture capital raised
annually since 1981

By The Associated Press

Note: All dollar figures are in millions
Year: Number of Funds-Net Total Raised

2002: 134-$1,855 1991: 44-$2,049
2001: 331-$40,713 | 1990: 91-$3,504
2000: 653-$106,933 | 1989: 112-$5,699
1999: 460-$61,911 1988: 197-$4,630
1998: 297-$31,351 | 1987: 123-$4,537
1997: 243-$18,102 | 1986: 106-$3,896
1996: 168-$12,394 | 1985: 119-$3,924
1995: 168-$9,782 1984: 121-$3,246
1994: 142-$8,129 1983: 144-$4,161
1993: 92-$3,674 1982: 88-$3,004
1992: 81-$5,339 1981: 76-$1,566
Sources: Thomson Venture Economics,

National Venture Capital Association.

State court judgment could
cost credit card firms $500M

By The Associated Press

OAKLAND — Visa and MasterCard
customers could get $500 million if a
state judge holds firm that the credit card
companies must refund a fee they tack on
to foreign-currency transactions.

In a preliminary decision that remains
under seal, Alameda County Judge
Ronald Sabraw ruled that the companies
have not properly disclosed the 1 percent
fee, according to parties on both sides of
the dispute.

Though Sabraw said the fee — which
credit card companies say covers the cost
of providing service overseas — is legal,
he ruled that it must be better explained
and disclosed. He also ruled that because
it had not been properly disclosed, the
companies should refund the fee dating to
1996, four years before the suit was filed.

The suit is in state court, but because
Visa International Inc. and Visa USA Inc.
are based in Foster City, any judgment
could apply to Visa cardholders nation-
wide. MasterCard is based in New York,
so any final ruling could only apply to

cardholders in California.

“It’s important that consumers know
what they’re being charged,” said lawyer
Patrick Coughlin, who sued the credit
card firms on behalf of a customer.

The total refund could hover around $500
million, based on estimates by Coughlin’s
law firm. MasterCard would be responsible
for up to 20 percent of that payment.

The two companies earned a total of at
least $240 million last year from foreign-
exchange fees from cards issued in the
United States, according to the industry
newsletter the Nilson Report.

Officials with both MasterCard and
Visa have lambasted the preliminary rul-
ing and said they would appeal.

“Visa pioneered today’s currency con-
version system that protects consumers
from exorbitant rates when traveling
abroad,” said Stephen C. Theoharis, a
senior vice president with Visa USA. “In
essence, the court is penalizing Visa for
offering consumers the best deal in town.”

Sabraw issued his decision last week.
The case is next scheduled for his court
March 4.
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Threats of terrorism on
minds of many Americans

By The Associated Press

States and overseas, said FBI Director
Robert S. Mueller III, who joined Tenet
and other intelligence chiefs to brief the
Senate Intelligence Committee in an
annual public session on threats to nation-
al security.

The CIA director said the information
suggests the attack may involve a “dirty
bomb” — a weapon that spreads radioac-
tive material over a wide area— or chem-
ical or poison weapons. Officials last
week worried the attack was timed to
coincide with the hajj, a Muslim holy
period this week.

But Mueller and Tenet said the U.S.
government has no specific information
pointing conclusively to where, when, or
how terrorists would strike. They said
raising the national alert level — and tak-
ing security measures at government and
business centers — makes it more diffi-
cult for the terrorists to carry out an

Intelligence information suggests al-
Qaida attacks may occur as early as this
week in both the United States and on the
Arabian peninsula, CIA Director George
J. Tenet told Congress on Tuesday.

The information led to last week’s rais-
ing of the national terror alert level to
“orange,” the second highest level of five.
The information came from “multiple
sources with strong al-Qaida ties,” Tenet
said without providing details.

“The intelligence is not idle chatter on
the part of terrorists and their associates,”
Tenet said. “It is the most specific we
have seen, and it is consistent with both
our knowledge of al-Qaida’s doctrine and
our knowledge of plots this network —
and particularly its senior leadership —
has been working on for years.”

The information pointing to imminent

Ron Edmonds/Associated Press

CIA Director George Tenet, left, testifies, as and FBI Director Robert Mueller,
background, watches Tuesday before the Senate Intelligence Committee in
Washington. Tenet and Mueller say al-Qaida still poses the greatest terror
threat to America, but that their agencies are far better prepared to detect and

head off attacks than they were before Sept. 11, 2001.

Actor Steven Seagal takes
witness stand at mob trial

BY TOM HAYS

Associated Press Writer

NEW YORK — Action
film star Steven Seagal testi-
fied Tuesday that a crew of
alleged mobsters demanded
that he make movies with
them — or else.

As he left a 2000 meet-
ing with the men, Seagal
claimed one told him, “If
you would have said the
wrong thing, they would
have killed you.”

Seagal was called as a
government witness at the
racketeering trial of Peter
Gotti, brother of the late
crime boss John Gotti, and
other reputed gangsters.

Authorities say Seagal
— known for his martial-
arts moves in films like
“Under Siege” and “Exit
Wounds” — was a victim
of a bid by the Gambino
crime family to infiltrate
the film industry for profit.

Prosecutors say Seagal,
50, was extorted after a
falling-out with his former
business partner, Julius
Nasso, an alleged Gambino
associate.

Wearing an Asian jacket
and blue jeans, the actor
testified that he was men-
aced by defendant Anthony
“Sonny” Ciccone, who
allegedly demanded the
actor pay the Gambinos
$150,000 for each movie
he made with Nasso.

“Look at me when I talk
to you,” Seagal quoted
Ciccone as saying during
one shakedown. “We’re
proud people. Work
with Jules and we’ll split
the pie.”

“I didn’t want to go to jail.
| have six kids.”

— STEVEN SEAGAL
Actor

attacks was gathered both in the United | attack.
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He testified he tried to
“buy time” by agreeing to
reunite with Nasso: “These
were people who were not
going to let it go.”

Prosecutors say wire-
taps caught Nasso being
instructed to demand
money from the actor. In a
bugged VIP room at a
Brooklyn restaurant in
2001, the suspects could
be overheard chuckling
over how “petrified”
Seagal looked at a meet-
ing, prosecutors said.

The actor told jurors he
has a license to carry a
handgun and had gone to
the meeting armed.

“In New York, I always
carry a gun,” he said.

Defense attorneys deny
any threats were made,
saying Nasso was always
businesslike in seeking to
get Seagal to repay
$500,000 he loaned the
actor for taxes. In his open-
ing statement last month,

defense attorney George
Santangelo called Seagal
“a pathological liar.”

On Tuesday, Santangelo
asked Seagal if he once
tried to hire a former CIA
operative to kill someone.

“This is insane,” Seagal
shot back before the judge
struck the question. “I'm
not on trial here.”

Seagal also testified that
he never asked authorities to
protect him from the mob.

“I’m a movie star,” he
said. “If you want to keep
making movies, you don’t
want to start a war with
these people.”

In a brief interview out-
side court Tuesday, Seagal
said he was forced by pros-
ecutors to testify.

“I don’t think I accom-
plished anything other
than to comply with a gov-
ernment order to testify or
go to jail,” he said. “I did-
n’t want to go to jail. I
have six kids.”
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Osama bin Laden urges suicide attacks on Americans

BY ROBERT H. REID

Associated Press Writer

DOHA, Qatar — A raspy voice
believed to be Osama bin Laden’s urged
Iraqis to carry out suicide attacks against
Americans and draw U.S. troops into
combat in Iraqi cities. U.S. officials said
the call broadcast Tuesday proves the
world must fear Saddam Hussein’s ties to
the al-Qaida terror network.

The appeal was made in a voice tape
aired by the Al-Jazeera satellite television
station throughout the Arab world and
believed by U.S. officials to be authentic.
It was broadcast as U.S. officials warned
of devastating attacks within the United
States and the Persian Gulf, where U.S.
forces are massing for a possible attack
against Iraq.

“This nexus between terrorists and
states that are developing weapons of
mass destruction can no longer be looked
away from and ignored,” Secretary of
State Colin Powell told the Senate Budget
Committee.

Some analysts wondered at bin
Laden’s motives for issuing a statement
supporting Iraq, given many countries’
skepticism of U.S. allegations of Iragi-al-
Qaida links. Others worried the recording
would inflame Muslims against U.S.
troops in the Persian Gulf region.

On the tape, broadcast on the first day
of the Muslim holiday Eid al-Adha, the
speaker advised Iraqis how to fight the
Americans, based on al-Qaida’s experi-
ence in Afghanistan.

“We stress the importance of martyr-
dom operations against the enemy, these
attacks that have scared Americans and
Israelis like never before,” the man identi-
fied as bin Laden said.

“We advise about the importance of
drawing the enemy into long, close and
exhausting fighting, taking advantage of
camouflaged positions in plains, farms,
mountains and cities,” he said.

The speaker urged the Iraqis to draw
the Americans into urban combat, saying
“the thing that the enemy fears the most is

“This nexus between terrorists and states that are
developing weapons of mass destruction can no
longer be looked away from and ignored.”

— COLLIN POWELL
Secretary of State

to fight a city war.”

U.S. military planners fear Saddam
might ring Baghdad with his best troops
of the elite Republican Guard and draw
U.S. forces into bloody street fighting
where they could not use their high-tech
weapons for fear of causing massive civil-
ian casualties.

The speaker also told Iraqgis not to
worry about American smart bombs and
laser-guided weapons because “they work
on only the clear, obvious targets.” He
encouraged Iraqis to use deception tech-
niques to neutralize American technologi-
cal superiority.

Some Middle East experts have ques-
tioned ties between bin Laden’s Islamic
extremists and Saddam’s government,
which nominally adheres to a Pan-Arabic
socialistic doctrine called Baathism.

In the tape, however, the speaker said it
was acceptable for Muslims to fight on
behalf of Iraqi “socialists” because “in
these circumstances” their interests “inter-
sect in fighting against the Crusaders,” or
Christians.

U.S. counterterrorism officials in
Washington said the audio message was
probably a real recording of bin Laden,
and that a technical analysis was planned
to authenticate it. The officials, speaking
on the condition of anonymity, said it was
unclear when the recording was made but
said it was probably recent, given all the
attention the speaker gave to Iraq.

Yasser Thabet, a broadcast editor at Al-
Jazeera, said the station received the tape
by the same channels as previous bin
Laden statements, but he did not give

A South _Afr_ican plea

bl

Associated Press
South African Deputy Foreign Minister Aziz Pahad, left, meets with Iraqi
President Saddam Hussein in Baghdad. Pahad on Monday delivered a let-
ter from South African President Thabo Mbeki asking the Iraqi leader to
cooperate with U.N. weapons inspectors.

details.
Bin Laden often used Al-Jazeera to
broadcast  statements during the

Afghanistan war until the elusive terrorist
leader vanished after the battle at Tora
Bora in December 2001.

Al-Jazeera is not widely seen in Iraq
because few Iraqis are permitted to have
satellite dishes. However, many of them
listen to foreign Arabic language broad-
casts which relayed details of the broad-
cast.

There was no immediate comment
from the Iraqi government, which has
repeatedly denied links with al-Qaida.

Bin Laden’s previous statements have
not gone nearly as far in expressing soli-
darity with Iraq, counterterrorism officials
in Washington said.

In Washington, CIA Director George J.
Tenet said intelligence information sug-
gests al-Qaida may launch attacks as early
as this week in both the United States and
on the Arabian peninsula.

“The intelligence is not idle chatter on
the part of terrorists and their associates,”
Tenet told Congress. “It is the most spe-
cific we have seen, and it is consistent
with both our knowledge of al-Qaida’s
doctrine and our knowledge of plots this
network — and particularly its senior
leadership — has been working on for
years.”

Tenet said the information suggests the
attack may involve a “dirty bomb” — a
weapon that spreads radioactive material
over a wide area — or chemical or poison
weapons.

On the tape, the speaker urged other

Muslims not to cooperate with the United
States in a showdown against Iraq. He
criticized Arab governments that support
U.N. efforts to rid Iraq of alleged weapons
of mass destruction.

“Anyone who helps America, from the
Iraqi hypocrites (opposition) or Arab
rulers ... whoever fights with them or
offers them bases or administrative assis-
tance, or any kind of support or help, even
if only with words, to kill Muslims in
Traq, should know that he is an apostate,”
the speaker said.

The speaker also called on Muslims to
rise up and “break free from the slavery of
these tyrannic and apostate regimes,
which is enslaved by America.” He sin-
gled out Jordan, Morocco, Nigeria,
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Yemen.

In Washington, State Department
spokesman Richard Boucher said the tape
shows that Saddam and bin Laden, the
mastermind of the Sept. 11 attacks, are
“bound by a common hatred” of America
and its Arab allies.

“He threatens everybody in the Arab
world except Saddam Hussein,” Boucher
said of bin Laden in an interview broad-
cast by Al-Jazeera with an Arabic
voiceover. “I think it threatens not only
the U.S. but half a dozen Arab countries
such as Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Jordan and
others and the whole world.”

Hours before the tape was broadcast,
Powell told a Senate panel that he had
learned of the new statement “where once
again” bin Laden “speaks to the people of
Traq and talks about their struggle and
how he is in partnership with Iraq.”

In remarks to the U.N. Security
Council on Wednesday, Powell accused
Iraq of harboring al-Qaida fugitive Abu
Musaab Zarqawi, who has been linked to
the murder of a U.S. diplomat in Jordan
and poison plots in a half-dozen European
countries.

“We are not surprised that Iraq is harbor-
ing Zarqawi and his subordinates,” Powell
said. “Ambition and hatred are enough to
bring Iraq and al-Qaida together.”

Zeta-Jones-Douglas wedding
planner says tight security
failed to keep out paparazzi

By The Associated Press

LONDON — The wedding planner for
Catherine Zeta-Jones and Michael
Douglas testified Tuesday that three secu-
rity companies and New York City police
were on hand to keep paparazzi from
infiltrating the ceremony.

The couple are suing the celebrity
magazine Hello! for publishing covert
and unflattering photographs of their nup-
tials, three days before an authorized
photo spread appeared in rival tabloid
OK!

Zeta-Jones and Douglas sold OK! the
rights to publish wedding photos of their
choosing for $1.6 million, a deal they said
was not about money but an effort to pro-
tect their privacy and control what images
got out in the public.

Speaking to the High Court via video
link from New York, wedding planner
Simone Martel described the security set
up for the couple’s November 2000 cere-
mony at the Plaza Hotel, designed to keep
out people like the photographers who

sold their pictures to Hello!

“We worked on the basis that paranoia
is the mother of survival and tried to plan
for as many contingencies as possible,”
she told the court.

Three security companies, the New
York Police Department and the city’s fire
department were all involved in security,
Martel said.

On Monday, Zeta-Jones and Douglas
testified before a packed courtroom that
the Hello! photographs were “tacky” and
that having them published was a distress-
ing violation of their privacy.

The celebrity pair is suing Hello!; its
Spanish counterpart, Hola!; the maga-
zine’s proprietor, Eduardo Sanchez Junco;
media consultant the Marquesa De Varela;
her company Neneta Overseas Ltd.; and
freelance photographer Philip Ramey,
who allegedly helped arrange the sale of
the snatched photos.

Zeta-Jones and Douglas seek $800,000
from Hello!

OK! publisher Northern & Shell PLC
is asking for $2.7 million.
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Oregon State’s Dennis Erickson hired by S.F. 49ers

BY GREG BEACHAM
AP Sports Writer

SANTA CLARA — Dennis Erickson
was hired Tuesday by the San Francisco
49ers to replace Steve Mariucci as coach
in a surprising end to a search that
stretched nearly four weeks.

Erickson will be introduced as the 49ers’
14th head coach at a news conference on
Wednesday. The former Seattle Seahawks
coach leaves Oregon State, where he went
31-17 over the last four seasons.

Mariucci, who was fired by owner
John York on Jan. 15 despite leading San
Francisco to four playoff berths in six sea-
sons, signed a five-year contract with the
Detroit Lions last week.

Erickson, who will turn 56 next month,
is an unexpected choice for San Francisco,
which had concentrated its search on NFL
defensive coaches since York surprised his
front office by firing Mariucci.

The search was praised by the candi-
dates as deliberate and thorough, though

Pro Bowl quarterback Jeff Garcia called it
“embarrassing” for its apparent lack of
direction.

General manager Terry Donahue
always said he planned to consider col-
lege head coaches in his search, which he
conducted largely from his home in
Newport Beach, Calif. Earlier, several
college coaches said they weren’t interest-
ed, including Washington coach Rick
Neuheisel and Southern California coach
Pete Carroll.

Donahue and Erickson didn’t immedi-
ately return calls on Tuesday.

Erickson is just the 49ers’ fourth coach
since 1979, following Bill Walsh and
George Seifert — who both won Super
Bowls — and Mariucci. Erickson also is
the first coach with prior NFL head coach-
ing experience to take over the 49ers since
Norman “Red” Strader in 1955.

Erickson coached the Seahawks from
1995-98, going 31-33 — the same record
of current Seattle coach Mike Holmgren,

Professional golf at a glance|

By The Associated Press

PGA TOUR

Buick Invitational

Site: San Diego.

Schedule: Thursday-Sunday.
Courses: Torrey Pines Golf Course, South
Course (7,208 yards, par 72) and North
Course (6,874 yards, par 72).
Purse: $4.5 million. Winner’s share:
$810,000.
Television: USA (Thursday-Friday, 3-6
p.m.) and CBS (Saturday-Sunday, 3-6 p.m.).
Last year: Spain’s Jose Maria Olazabal won
his sixth PGA Tour title, finishing with a 65
to beat J.L. Lewis by a stroke. Lewis three-
putted the 18th hole for a bogey.
Last week: Davis Love III won the Pebble
Beach National Pro-Am for the second
time in three years, closing with a 68 to
hold off Tom Lehman by a stroke.
On the Net: http://www.pgatour.com

CHAMPIONS TOUR

Lenny Ignelzi/Associated Press
Tiger Woods follows through with his
tee shot while playing a practice
round for the Buick Invitational in a
rain strom on the North Course at
Torrey Pines on Tuesday in San Diego.

O’Hern by four points in the modified
Stableford event.

On the Net: http://www.johnniewalker-
classic.com

PGA European Tour site: http://www.euro-

ACE Group Classic
Site: Naples, Fla.

Schedule: Friday-Sunday.
Course: The Club at TwinEagles (7,134
yards, par 72).
Purse: $1.6 million. Winner’s share:
$240,000.
Television: The Golf Channel (Friday-
Sunday, 1:30-4 p.m., 8-10:30 p.m.).
Last year: Hale Irwin won the first of four
2002 titles, taking advantage of Tom Watson’s
17th-hole bogey for a one-stroke victory.
Last week: Dave Barr became the first
Canadian winner in Champions Tour history,
birdieing the final four holes for a one-stroke
victory in the Royal Caribbean Classic.
On the Net: http://www.pgatour.com

PGA EUROPEAN TOUR
AUSTRALASIAN PGA TOUR
ASITAN PGA TOUR

Johnnie Walker Classic

Site: Perth, Australia.

Schedule: Thursday-Sunday.
Course: Lake Karrinyup Country Club
(6,971 yards, par 72).
Purse: $1.68 million. Winner’s share:
$215,000.
Television: The Golf Channel (Thursday, 1-
5 am., 9 am.-noon; Friday, 1-5 am., 9
a.m.-noon, 11 p.m.-3 a.m.; Saturday. 9 a.m.-
noon, 11 p.m.-3 a.m.; Sunday, 9 a.m.-noon).
Last year: South Africa’s Retief Goosen
matched the course record with a third-
round 63 en route to an eight-stroke victory.
Last week: England’s Paul Casey won the
ANZ Championship in Sydney, beating
Australians Stuart Appleby and Nick

peantour.com

Australasian PGA Tour site: http://www.pga-
tour.com.au

Asian PGA Tour site: http://www.asianpga-
tour.com

LPGA TOUR

Next event: Welch’s/Fry’s Championship,
March 13-16, Randolph Park Dell Urich
Course, Tucson, Ariz.

Last event: Karrie Webb won the LPGA
Skins Game in Hawaii on Jan. 26, taking
12 skins for an event-record $470,000.

On the Net: http://www.lpga.com

OTHER TOURNAMENTS

Men

CANADIAN TOUR: TravelTex.com
Classic, Thursday-Sunday, Barton Creek
Resort, Crenshaw Cliffs Course, Austin,
Texas. Television: The Golf Channel
(Thursday, 4-6 p.m., 11 p.m.-1 a.m.; Friday,
4-6 p.m.; Saturday, 3-5 am., 4-6 p.m,;
Sunday, 3-5 a.m., 4-6 p.m., 11 p.m.-1 a.m.).
On the Net: http://www.cantour.com

PGA EUROPEAN CHALLENGE
TOUR/TOUR OF THE AMERICAS: Los
Encinos Open, Thursday-Sunday, Los
Encinos Golf Club, Toluta, Mexico. On the
Net: http://www.europeantour.com and
http://www.tourdelasamericas.com

‘Women

AUSTRALIAN LADIES PROFESSION-
AL GOLF TOUR: ALPG Players
Championship, Thursday-Sunday, Hori-
zons Golf Club, Nelson Bay, Australia. On
the Net: http://www.alpgtour.com

who briefly was thought to be a candidate
for the 49ers’ job.

Many thought Erickson deserved better
in his native Seattle, where he rebuilt the
Seahawks but couldn’t make the playoffs.
The Seahawks were denied a playoff berth
in 1998 only by a season-ending loss to
the New York Jets in which Vinny
Testaverde was infamously awarded a
touchdown when he never crossed the
goal line — a play that helped spur the
NFL to reintroduce instant replay.

Erickson’s greatest success has been in

college, where he has turned four schools
into winners. Before resurrecting a for-
merly moribund program at Oregon State,
Erickson won national titles at the
University of Miami in 1989 and 1991,
going 63-9 over six seasons. He also has
coached at Idaho, Wyoming and
Washington State.

Erickson said upon his hiring in 1999
that he wanted to retire at Oregon State,
but he is the second straight coach to leave
Corvallis for an NFL job. Mike Riley left
for the San Diego Chargers four years ago.

Prestate Caneer rial

0 SRR
sl o

L IRHTFTLR AL S

FEEE LU BRI L E ]
et 1L nose arell e

[ELTRRNENL TR ) )

e me s

AdlerbrasProetar’ Paciry £ R
Reseneeh Af JH-830-F147
2EF Ran, Nieme g S¥NEL Sai -
REIINEE L TEAP LR BT O

(310) 863-5435
(310) 447-4879
ballerkicks.com

Selection
of Authentic
JErseys



Page 12 0 Wednesday, February 12, 2003 0 Santa Monica Daily Press

COMICS

e Set v sl

H P
J. :
L]
Tl

AT A

34

Natural Selection®
By Russ Wallace

Io Spot
15 Sidn art
17 Sook

20 Flat Fewla
2 Cloerk an

G

Reality Check®
By Dave Whammond

ﬂﬂETIMT;EIM
OF %ul CAR 4

A PICOSE
LiCENSE

Speed Bump"®
By Dave Coverly

&

E

1 All the: raggd
2 Bhmger

CROSSWORD

el T
14 Command

1d A
18 Easy
1T Orlaredn
tmam
18 vordd
croation

i, touch
oniw) A King

BN
HOR-TAE-H B3 56
Faslurms sanice,

ADVERTISE
HERE!

2x3.5
As low as $25

STRICTLY THERAPEUTIC

LA STONE ¢ SWEDISH ¢ THAI MASSAGE

e

Laura Cavanaugh
310-210-1265

Interested in reaching
daily comic readers?
These spaces are
available immediately!
6 days a week.

Santa Wonica Daily ress

Advertise today!
Call 310.458.7737
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CLASSIFIEDS

Santa Yonica Dailp Wress

Advertise with the only daily gig in town!

Classiftie

ds

$350 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.

Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business
opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative

Employment

For Sale

Furniture

Pets

Boats

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals

Apartments/Condos Rent

Houses for Rent

Roomates

Commerical Lease

Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage

Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities

Yard Sales

Health and Beauty

Fitness

Wealth and Success

Lost and Found
Personals
Obituaries

ASSISTANT Managers team
needed for senior apartment
building. Best pay & benefits.
Fax resume to (310)451-1628.

LEASING AGENT wanted to
lease renovated units in Santa
Monica. Weekends only! Great
pay. Call (310)434-9964 or fax
resume to (310)434-1252.

MANAGER WANTED
Vintage Clothing Store in To-
panga. Must be reliable, re-
sponsible, organized, enthusi-
astic & self-motivated.  Full
time. Good pay. Contact Mari-
na at Hidden Treasures
(310)455-2998

NEW HAIR Salon: 2 mancu-
rists, 2 hair dressers. Also, 2
sttions for rent. MDR area.
(310)390-9624

PART TIME counter help want-
ed for Santa Monica small busi-
ness. (310)451-9785

PART-TIME PRESCHOOL
teacher wanted! Competitive
wages, 15 units (3 in adminis-
tration/supervision) or more in
ECD, 2 to 4 years experience,
CPR certified, FBI fingerprint
clearance, valid California driv-
er's license. Call (323)930-1322
or fax resume to (323)930-
2045.

RECEPTIONIST FOR busy Tel-
ecom office. Phone/clerical,
general office. Must be organ-
ized and detail oriented. PC
skills required. Available Mon-
Fri, 9am-6pm. Lily (310)253-
9000.

RECEPTIONIST/ASSISTANT
FOR internet marketing compa-
ny. Multi-tasking, computer liter-
ate a must! (310)827-3900 or
fax resume (310)827-9902.

SALES-INSIDE Bankcard serv-
ice provider. Looking for self-
starter, leads provided. Part-
Full-time. (310)980-7253 BJ

SURFER DUDES ONLY! Pho-
tos by Deej seeks exhibitionist
surfers over 21 to photograph at
the beach. (310)676-9921.

TELEMARKETING APPOINT-
MENT setter for group insur-
ance broker. $10/per hour, +bo-
nus. MDR area. M-F, 1-5 pm.
Call Jack (310)823-4810.

THE DAILY Press is seeking a
full time circulation manager.
The position requires early
hours (2am to 7am), six days
per week. Candidate must be
motivated, efficient and possess
a desire to win. Must have relia-
ble transportation and clean
driving record. Long term posi-
tion, aggressive pay. Fax re-
sume and cover letter to 310-
576-9913, or call 310-458-7737
x 104.

MAC IBOOK for sale. Excellent
condition. $350.00
Contact Jamie (310)451-1770

CURRENT & miscellaneous
movie videos, $3.00 each.
(310)457-4753.

Baby Stuff

"SNUGGLE NEST" For safe co-
sleeping. Opened and washed,
but never used. $25 (original
price is $50 to $60) Contact Ni-
na at (310)395-7321.

Furniture

7 PIECE Bedroom Set. All
brand new! Wood sleigh bed,

mattress set, nightstand, and
more. Moving and must sell!
List $2500. Giveaway $795.
(310)350-3814.

BEDROOM FURNITURE: Full
size dresser with large mirror,
two bedside tables. Old, but
good condition, $75. Contact
Nina at (310)395-7321.

CHERRY SLEIGH Bed. Solid
wood. Still in box. List $795.
Sacrafice $295. (310)350-3814

ITALIAN LEATHER Sofa &
LoveseatBrand new, still in
crate from designer home
show. List $3000. Sacrifice
$995. Must selll Will deliver!
(310)350-3814.

KING DOUBLE Pillowtop Ma-
tress Set. Brand new, brand
name. Must sell! List $895. Sac-
rafice $295. (310)350-3814

QUEEN DOUBLE Pillowtop
Matress Set. Plush, name
brand, still in plastic. Warranty.
Was $595. Sacrafice $175.
(310)350-3814.

QUEEN ORTHO Matress Set.
New, still in plastic w/warranty.
Must sell. $125 (310)350-3814.

CASH FOR ANTIQUES,
COLLECTIBLES, ESTATE
JEWELRY, DISHES, PHO-
TOS, X-MAS DECORA-
TIONS. 40YRS. OR OLD-
ER BUYING ESTATES OR
ONE ITEM.
(310)393-1111

CLASSIC & SPORTS Cars.
American, English or European.
Running or not. Cash paid.
Sportscar LA (310)398-2198

[ ForRent |

MONTANA: DISCOVERY  Ski
Mt./Georgetown Lake. Large 4
Bedroom house. Great views.
Ski, snowmobile, ice fish, snow
shoe. $1200 a week (310)899-
3777.

[ ForRent

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Compa-
ny. 2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa
Monica, CA 90403.

BEVERLY HILLS ADJ.
$1550.00 Vintage 2 story
1920’s duplex. Master Bed-
room, entertainment center,
2bdrm/1lba, living room, eat-in
kitchen, bright, Mexican tile,

faux fireplace, lots of architec-
tural detail, hardwood floors.
Permit street parking.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BEVERLY HILLS ADJ.
$1175.00 Close to malls. On
Sweetzer. Bright 2bdrm/lba,
laundry, parking, d/w, stove,
water & trash included newly
finished hardwood, fresh paint,
small pet OK.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BRENTWOOD $1250.00 Tradi-
tional 2bdrm/1ba. Upper, newer
carpet, fridge, stove, laundry &
parking. No pets.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BRENTWOOD $750.00 Charm-
ing upper unit, hardwood floors,
laundry on premises. Unit has
formal kitchen, carpets, large
closets, fridge, stove. Will con-
sider pets.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BRENTWOOD ADJ. $1650.00
Gorgeous  2bdrm/2ba. A/C,
Alarm, D/W, fireplace., hard-
wood, high ceilings, microwave,
fridge, stove, controlled access,
walk in closets, pet ok, Roman
tub.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

WWW. apartmenthumerz.com
(310)276-4663

CONTEMPORARY  $1550.00
2bdrm/2.5ba 2-story townhouse
w/fireplace, balcony, high ceil-
ings, gated entry, 2 car gated
parking. Fireplace, stove, dish-
washer, laundry facilities, 1 year
lease, no pets. (310)396-4443
ext. 102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

CULVER CITY $650.00 Quiet,
single, remodeled building,
pool, landscape, balcony, car-
pets. Convenient to shopping,
premises, dishwasher, fire-
place, refrigerator, stove.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmemhumerz .com
(310)276-4663

GLENDALE $825.00 Remod-
eled 2bdrm/2ba near the Glen-
dale Galleria. Complete renova-
tion, air conditioning, carpets,
stove, swimming pool.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

HOLLYWOOD Starting @
$1025.00 to $1050.00 Con-
temporary 1bdrm/lba. Pet ok,
living room, new carpet & paint.
Jacuzzi, gated underground
parking Upper & lower units
available, only some have fire-
places!

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

HOLLYWOOD Starting @
$1275.00 - $1350.00. Contem-
porary 2bdrm/2ba, pet ok, living
room, new carpet & paint, ja-
cuzzi, gated underground park-
ing. Upper and lower units
available, only some have fire-
places!

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

NEW STUDIO Apartments
available from $1295.00 to
$1355.00. Six blocks from the
beach. Three blocks from Third
St. Promenade area! (310)656-
0311. www.breezesuites.com

SANTA MONICA $875.00
Triplex, 1+1, cozy, yrd, good
loc, month to month.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

LOS FELIZ $1075.00
Courtyard sundeck, backyard
w/lots of trees, exclusive profes-
sional building, A/C, carpets,
D/W, fridge, stove, sauna, no
eviction, bad credit OK.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

MALIBU BEAUTIFUL ocean
view. 1 bedroom condo. Pool,
tennis, fireplace. Steps to sand.
$2650 (310)396-3377.

MAR  VISTA $1995.00
3bdrm/2ba. Ground level, patio,
stove, dishwasher, new carpet,
spacious, 3 pkg. spaces
(310)534-3543x107.

MARINA DEL REY: $1695.00
Marina City Club. 1bdrm, fabu-
lous views, must see! All ameni-
ties. (310)546-7043

MARINA PENINSULA
$2,595.00 Very large and sun-
ny. 2bdrm/2ba with huge loft,
high ceilings, roof top patio and
balcony. Unit overlooks the
Grand Canal and the Silver
Strand. 2 car parking. 1 year
lease, no pets. (310)396-4443
ext. 102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

MDR ADJ $1,850.00
3bdrm/1.5ba duplex, hardwood
floors, fireplace, parking. Days
(818)708-9903 / Eve-Weekend
(818)509-9813.

MDR ADJACENT $1375 2+2,
gated building with gated, sub-
terranean parking, AC, newer
building w/ courtyard area, quiet
neighborhood, laundry room,
parking, 1 year lease, no pets.
(310)578-9729

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

MDR: STEPS to the sand!
3bdrm/2ba, 2 car garage, quiet
walk-street. 36 Anchorage St.
Open House, Sat. 9:30 to 2:30.
$2800 (310)613-0159

MID-WILSHIRE $675.00 New-
er 1bdrm/lba, new carpet,
blinds, freshly painted & clean,
gated parking, laundry facilities
on premises, balcony, stove,
gated entrance, controlled ac-
cess.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA $950.00
1+1, r/s, Indry, quiet, prkng, util
incld.
(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

MID-WILSHIRE $675.00
Charming, 1bdrm/1ba. Laundry
facilites on premises. Gas
range, hardwood, garbage dis-
posal, stove, cable television.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthu nterz.com
(310)276-4663

N. HOLLYWOOD $985.00
2bdrm/1lba, new carpet, new
appliances, all new, gated park-
ing, A/C, balcony, stove, large
closets, pool, no pets, walk to
shops.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

PALMS  $925.00 2bdrm/2ba
Upper unit, beautiful tree lined
street, quiet building, mint con-
dition, light, carpet, covered
parking.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

PASADENA $700.00 Tranquil
1bdrm/lba, new carpet and
kitchen flooring, laundry facili-
ties on premises, air condition-
ing, balcony, carpets, refrig.,
stove.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthu nterz.com
(310)276-4663

PASADENA $725.00 Spacious
1bdrm/lba, beamed ceilings,
very private, hardwood floors,
large closets, upper unit, air
conditioning.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA $1250.00-
$1275.00 1bdrm, brand new
building, all appliances, parking.
1347 23rd St. (310)899-9917.

SANTA MONICA 950 4th St. &
Washington.  Spacious, fully
renovated, contemporary 1
bdrm/1ba. Fitness center & club
room, pet ok. Available immedi-
ately $1950 to $2200. (310)434-
9964
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SANTA MONICA $1550.00 N.
of Wilshire. Contemporary, spa-
cious, 2bdrm/2ba, stove, dish-
washer, parking, pet OK, W/D
in unit, mini-blinds, fridge.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA $650.00
Bachelor, pet ok, Indry, fridge,
util. incld.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SANTA MONICA $650.00 Im-
maculate Unit, new carpet, orig-
inal ceramic tile in kitchen and
bath separate kitchen, laundry,
facility, refrigerator, stove, street
parking pets OK.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apanmenthunterz. com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA $725.00
Bachelor, Indry, quiet, fridge,
prkng, month to month, util
incld.
(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SANTA MONICA $900.00
1+1, r/s, Indry, prkng, close to
SMC.
(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SANTA MONICA $900.00
Guest House, 1+1, patio, quiet,
yrd, month to month.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SANTA MONICA $950.00
Cottage, 1+1, hrdwd flrs, yrd,
grdn, prkng.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SANTA MONICA $950.00
Guest House, studio, r/s, Indry,
quiet, yrd, gas incld.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SM $2,400.00 Townhouse Con-
do in condominium complex
with beautifully kept grounds.
3bdrm/2.5ba. New carpet &
paint. Very large unit w/private
patio, private entry, gated sub-
terranean parking, fireplace,
dishwasher, stove and storage
room. 1 year lease, no pets.
(310)396-4443 ext. 102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

SM 2BDRM/1.5BA  $2150.00
Prkg, wood flrs, newly remod-
eled, french doors, no pets.
(310)261-8989

SM 2BDRM/1.5BA  $2200.00
2 story, wood floors, newly re-
modeled, french doors, prkng,
no pets. (310)261-8989

SM$1,150 1bdrm/1ba,
utilities/parking/refrig,  laundry,
included. Walk to beach and

Main  St.  Call manager
(310)399-0748 or  Russell
(310)567-6108.

STUDIO CITY $1000.00

lbdrm/lba New w/d in each
unit, new bbg and sun patio w/
fountain, central air & heat, mir-
rored wardrobe doors.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

STUDIO CITY $850.00 Con-
temporary lower 1bdrm/lba cat
ok, D/W, gorgeous building,
gated parking, patio, A/C, tiled
kitchen, new linoleum bath.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

VALLEY VILLAGE $750.00
1bdrm/lba, super quiet bldg,
BBQ, vertical blinds, new carpet
very clean, parking laundry, gat-
ed entrance, stove, swimming
pool.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA $995.00
1+1, pet ok, r/s, pool, Indry,
prkng
(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SANTA MONICA Hotel
$250.00/wk Prvt rm, pet ok,
gated, laundry, prkng, local
calls, utils & cable incld.

SANTA MONICA Lovely, bright
apt. 2bdrm/2ba, 1050 sq. ft. 5
blocks to beach & Promenade.
New interior, private patio & bal-
cony. $1750.00 (310)456-6789

SM  $1350/$1450 1bdrm/lba,
hardwood/carpet, utilities/park-
ing/refrig  included. Balcony,
ocean view, walk to beach/Main
St. Call manager (310)392-
0760 or Russell (310)567-6108.

VENICE BEACH $2,400.00
Residential loft, completely ren-
ovated. 1bdrm/2ba, oak wood
floors, high ceilings, rooftop pa-
tio, balcony, 2 car parking, lots
of windows, lots of storage.
Great looking unit. 1 year lease,
no pets. (310)396-4443 x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE $1045.00 1lbdrm/lba
w/hardwood floors, private bal-
cony, skylight, stove, diw.
Close to Abbot Kinney, parking
available. 1 year lease, no pets.
(310)396-4443 X102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE $995.00 2bdrm/lba
Bright & airy. Quiet upper unit
w/new carpet and paint. 2 car
parking off street. Close to
beach/shops/restaurants. 1
year lease, no pets. (310)396-
4443 ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $1125 Large
1bdrm/lba w/parking. Upper
unit with lots of sunlight, new
carpet and paint. 1 year lease,
no pets. (310)396-4443 ext.102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE/SM $895.00 Large cor-
ner studio, secure building,
parking, pool. 235 Main St. Se-
nior citizen 62+ only. (310)261-
2093.

VENICE BEACH $2,695.00
Craftsman house, 2bdrm/1.5ba
with 3 car parking. Hardwood
floors and tile w/large deck. 1/2
block from beach. 1 year lease,
no pets (310)396-4443 ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $850 per
month. Great office space locat-
ed 1 block from beach and 1/2
block from Windward Avenue.
Included are all utilities, T1 line,
cleaning. 1 room with common
area bathroom, concrete floors,
exposed beamed ceilings. 1
year lease. (310)396-4443 ext.
102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $850.00
Large single 1 block from the
beach. New carpet and paint,
bright and airy. 1 year lease,
no pets. (310) 396-4443 x102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $850.00 Sin-
gle w/lots of charm and original
hardwood floors. 1 block from
the beach. Close to shopping
and restaurants. 1 year lease,
no pets, paid parking available.
(310)396-4443 ext.102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $995.00 Sin-
gle w/ ocean view in historic
brick building on the beach. Ex-
posed brick walls. Lots of win-
dows and light. Recently re-
modeled w/ new paint and car-
pet. 1 year lease, no pets.
(310)450-1934

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH front 1930's
bath house. $795 to $995 Com-
pletely renovated 4-story brick
building with lots of charm and
unbeatable views of the ocean,
mountains and sunsets. All Sin-
gles w/full kitchens and bath-
rooms, some w/exposed brick.
Laundry room, storage availa-
ble, water and gas, heat paid. 1
year lease, no pets. (310)450-
1934.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH Single $1000
Totally remodeled with hard-
wood floors and tile. New every-
thing, must see to appreciate.
1/2 block to beach and close to
Main Street. Parking included, 1
year lease, no pets. (310)396-
4443 ext. 102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH, craftsman
singles and 1 bedroom apar-
ments. Go to
www.ellynesis.com 1  year
lease, no pets. (310)396-4443

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE DUPLEX $1495
1bdrm/1.5ba upper w/courtyard
views, 2 car parking, W/D hook-
ups, hardwood floors and lots of
charm. 1 year lease, no pets.
(310)396-4443 ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

W. LA $975.00 Spacious 1 bed-
room apartment. 1616 S. Bundy
Dr. (310)497-4411.

W. HOLLYWOOD  $1450.00
Townhouse 2bdrm/1.5ba. Front
unit, new paint, new blinds, lots
of kitchen cabinets. Off street
parking, laundry facilites on
premises, dishwasher, hard-
wood floors, refrigerator, stove.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

WeHo $750.00 Character,
gas stove, fridge, carport, laun-
dry, secure entry, new carpet
new linoleum floors. Close to
the Grove.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

CHARMING 2BDRM/1BA
House on the border of Venice
and SM, seven blocks from
beach! Clean, ready, hardwood
flrs, tile bathroom, new stove
and washer. $1825. Day phone
(310)370-8044.  Eve.(310)376-
2738.

VENICE CANALS House
$2,950 3bdrm/2ba, 2 car ga-
rage, canal front patios and
views, fireplace. Great location!
Repainted inside and out, new
carpet downstairs, new wood
trim, new garage door, new
deck, new windows. 1 year
lease. No pets. (310)396-4443
ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.

PSYCHIC SURGERY: Very re-
laxing & therapeutic. Full body
energy work. Certified Reiki
master. Open shakras & per-
forms psychic surgery. House
calls only. REV. G (818)943-
9869

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with a ther-
apeutic  Swedish/Deep-tissue
massage. Laura (310)394-2923
(310)569-0883.

STRONG & SOOTHING profes-
sional & therapeutic bodywork.
Intro:  $35/90min.  Will also
trade massage. Paul:
(310)741-1901.

www.ellynesis.com

Roommates

S.M. SHARE 2bdrm furnished
apt., all utilities paid including
cable. 9th & Wilshire. Male only.
$675.00 (310)394-1050.

WeHo $795.00 Spanish
1bdrm/1ba, high ceilings, stove,
fridge, crown moldings, wic, cat,
carpet.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthumerz .com
(310)276-4663

WeHo $750.00 Classic New
York style brick building hard-
wood floors, pet ok, stove, ceil-
ing fan, crown molding. Close to
shops and restaurants. Parking
available.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmemhumerz .com
(310)276-4663

WEST HOLLYWOOD $795.00
Great 1bdrm/1ba, patio, 2 units

available, patio, hardwood
floors, stove, fridge, Spanish
style.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthumerz .com
(310)276-4663

Furnished Apts/Condos

SANTA MONICA $795.00
Lower Unit, Part. Furn., safe
neighborhood, bright, full kitch-
en, off of Wilshire Blvd., utils.
inc., amenities include Street
parking, Indry facilities, crpts,
furnished, refrig., stv, storage.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

Apartment Swap

SANTA MONICA Long term
swap. My NYC 1bdrm luxury.
Doorman, upper East Side
apartment. 21st floor w/river
view. 5 blocks from Central
Park, near Bloomingdales. Val-
ue $2500/mo for your 2bdrm
apt./ house. Secure professio-
nal couple seeks unfurnished.
Swap 1-2 years. Begin March
03. (646)207-6600

Houses For Rent

FREE RENT/UTILITIES in ex-
change for P/T home care for
professional  person

wheelchair. Early A.M.,
P.M. WLA (562)715-7347

Commercial Lease

ABBOT KINNEY Design Offi-
ces, 1,2,3,4 decks, views, kitch-
ens. 500-10,000sq./ft. 2 blocks
from beach. Call for pricing.
(310)399-9371

CHARMING COURTYARD of-
fice space available one block
North of LAX. Contact Chris or
Lori. (310)342-3939

CONFERENCE ROOM: Availa-
ble for weekly, daytime meet-
ings or individual dates. Close
to freeways, W. LA. Seats 60.
Attractive, windowed, AC
space. Affordable, comfortable.
Chairs, tables. Large white
boards. Video/Audio equipment.
Available (310)820-6322.

CULVER CITY art studio for
rent. No live-ins or musicians.
Daily shoot space available.
(310)614-5592.

LARGE CORNER OFFICE
w/great views in executive suite
at 6th & Broadway, SM. Tele-
phone, reception, conference
room and kitchen provided.
$1,100. Call (310)576-1090.

OFFICE AVAILABLE in 5 office
suite. 1121 4th St., SM. Law/Li-
brary, (West), reception, copier,
fax. $825/mo. with secretary
desk. Marcia, Agt. (310)394-
4492.

Vehicles for sale

1994 Ford Escort LX Compact
Station Wagon - 106,000 miles,
CD player, good condition,
$2,200. Contact Nina at
(310)395-7321.

1998 MITSUBISHI  Spyder
Eclipse  convertible.  White
wi/black top. 56,000 miles. 5-
speed, manual. In great condi-
tion. $11,000 for quick sale.
(310)614-1430.

[ assage |

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Non-sexual.
Introductory ~ specials  from
$45.00/1hr. Infout.  Lynda,
L.M.T. (310)749-0621

ERIC: CERTIFIED Massage
Therapist. (310)877-3412

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong
and tender relaxing bodywork
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

ITALIAN MALE
Therapeutic/Sensual CMT
90/min, wi/table, late night,

infout. (213)303-8773

STRETCH-U-OUT  SENSUAL
full body massage by athletic
male. In/Out Eric (310)815-
1222

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE,
Swedish, Accupressure,
Deep-tissue, Sports Mas-
sage, Reflexology. For apt
call Tracy at (310)435-0657.

Announcements

ASSISTANCE LEAGUE OF
SANTA MONICA
Visit our bargain bazaar at 1453
15th St. Very reasonable prices.
(310)395-2338

"I SOLD it one day! When | put
my futon for sale in the Daily
Press, it took me one day to sell
it...thanks!"
ta Monica.

Nina Stewart, San-

BEST MOVERS
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BASS GUITAR Lessons. Newly
relocated bassist seeks stu-
dents. Creativity emphasized.
Beginners welcome. Reasona-
ble rates. (310)395-9032
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PRIVATE TUTOR: Ten vyears
experience in science, math
and english. Excellent referen-
ces. PhD Call John (310)314-
3370.

PSYCHIC DAVE - Future for-
casting in love and money.
Dave was a regular on “Beyond
with  James Van Praagh”
(323)610-0161.
psychicdave@aol.com.

IRS-PROOF TAX Returnsl!!
Returns prepared by experi-
enced tax attorney.
Jake@largerlaw.com or call
Jake Larger (310)471-8773

PIANO LESSONS: HOUSE
CALLS AVAILABLE Pro per-
former, composer with 20+
years of exp. Sightreading, im-
prov, accompanying. All styles,
ages, levels. (310)452-2459 or
jeannie.com.

ALS LANDSCAPING
Low

Maintenance,

Designs

Ton Timming « bpping & Femeal
Conoreie Mosaic Fafios & Wakways
Send + 5od + Mainimanm
Phning & Brush Ceaanm

IHO-384-2410
e 5 T4

VOCAL TRAINING Build,
strengthen, learn support and
control. Sing and love it. Pat
(310) 392-5080

SEX THERAPY Enhance de-
sire, intimacy, passion and
sensual pleasure. Surro-
gates & Training available.
AASECT Cert. Bryce Britton,
MS (310)450-5553

WILLIAM JONES Handyman.
Carpet cleaning, minor plumb-
ing, broken windows, hang
doors, painting, stucco patch.
(310)387-4834.

TUTOR FOR HIRE: Grades
K-5, Special Education, Brain
Gym Techniques. Please call
Andrea (310)450-0166

M

AT AT
(310) 701-7371

TURN FINE Art, collectibles,
movie swag, and junk into cash.
E-bay sales and tutoring.
(310)780-7262.

210.220.022¢

I.Ronean Income Tax

Business Services

DOCUMENT NOTARIZATIONS
Affidavits, contracts, jurats,
computer typing. Mobile notary
public. Your business/home.
Call (310)207-3366

HOW can you get the power
of email working for your
business?

Great Big Noise
www.greatbignoise.com

Computer Services

COMPUTER HELP: Your home
or office. Tutoring Microsoft
Word, Excel, Internet naviga-
tion. Please call (310)207-3366.

FREE COMPUTER ADVICE
Mac, PC, Networking, and Inter-
net. Please call Eleu (310)871-
1820.

Classified Advertising

Conditions :REGULAR RATE: $2.50 a
day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word
per day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve
consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two
words caps no charge. Bold words, italics,
centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call
for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first
day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue
credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of
publication except for Monday’s paper
when the deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m.
PAYMENT: All private party ads must be
pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards,
and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE:
To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5
p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-
7737; send a check or money order with ad
copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O.
Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop
in at our office located at 1427 Third Street
Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For
information about the professional servic-
es directory or classified display ads, please
call our office at (310)458-7737.

KEEP YOUR DATE STRAIGHT

Promote your event in the Santa Monica Daily Press Calendar section.
Fax all information to our Calendar Editor: Attention Angela @ 310.576.9913

SANTA MONICA SCENE “CALENDAR EDITION

MOVIE “GUIDE

Farmer's Market every Wednesday. 9am to 2pm, Arizona between
Second and Fourth Streets. Come and enjoy one of the largest and best

farmer's markets in California!

Artful Science: The Social-Cultural Relationship Between Built and
Natural Environments. Sam Francis Gallery at Crossroads School in
Santa Monica presents an exhibition of drawings, paintings, photo-
graphs, and sculpture. Mon-Fri, 10am to 4pm through February 14.
1714 Twenty-First St., 2nd Floor, Peter Boxenbaum Arts Building.
For more information please call (310) 829-7391 ext. 425.

Puppetolio! presented by the Santa Monica Puppet & Magic Center.
All ages, 3 and up. This musical revue features marionettes, ventrilo-
quism, magic and more. Shows are always followed by a demonstra-
tion, Q & A, and a tour of the Puppet workshop and Museum.
Saturdays and Sundays at Ipm and 3pm. Wednesdays and Holidays at
Ipm. Seats are $6.50. 1255
Reservations/Information (310)656-0483. www.puppetmagic.com

2nd Street in Santa Monica.

Santa Monica Public Library presents Preschool Story Time, every
Wednesday at 11:15am, 1343 Sixth Street. Stories for children between
the ages of three and five who are ready to participate on their own.
(310)458-8600

Free Meditation Workshops sponsored by Sahaja Yoga. Every
Wednesday night at 7pm in the Community Room at the Wilshire

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2003

Calendar items are printed free of charge as a service to our readers. Please submit your items to todayspaper@smdp.com for consideration. Calendar events are limited by space, and will be run at the discretion of the Calendar Editor.

LOEWS CINIPLEX BROADWAY CINEMA

i . Ishi _
Wild Oats, 500 Wilshire Blvd. At 5th St. Open to all. (310)395-6443 1441 Third St. at Broadway

:30,9:30. Biker
Unurban Coffee House presents Poetry and Spoken Word every . The Hours
Wednesday evening. Hosted by Tony Perez. 8pm, 3301 Pico Blvd.

(310)315-0056

Johanna Israel presents Gotham Comedy Night! with top headliners
every Thursday. February 13 will feature Ken X. Gotham Hall, 1431
3rd Street Promenade, Santa Monica at 7pm. $5 + 2 item min.,
21/over. (323)525-5254.

15. Gangs of New \ml\ ®)
3 kness Falls (PG-13)

AMC THEATRE SM 7
1%10 %rd Stleet

Ongoing support groups for people 55 and older. Current openings
in Men's Group. Thursdays, 11:15 to 12:45. Center for Healthy Aging,
2125 Arizona Avenue. Sliding scale fee. Not drop-in groups. Phone

45. Deliver Us From Eva (R)
0:05. Chicago (PG-13) 1:45,
Kangaroo Jack (PG) 12:10,

2

interview required. Call Information and Referral. (310)576-2550. Fm':lhnﬁznf}tlg:“ (92

PG13) >

O'Briens Irish Pub, 2941 Main St., Santa Monica, pours A Pint of

Funny, every Thurs., 8 p.m. FREE! (310)396-4725.

LANDMARK NU-WILSHIRE
1314 Wilshire Blvd.
The Pianist (R) 12:30, 3:45

LAEMMLE MONICA

Senior Suppers - Discounted meals for people AGE 55 or older are
1332 2nd St.

served daily, from 3:30 p.m. To 7 p.m., in the cafeteria at Santa
Monica-UCLA Medical Center, 1250 16th Street in Santa Monica.
$3.69 Info only: (310)319-4837.

0, 10:00. Frida (R)
The Quiet American (R)
ghai Ghetto (NR)

AERO THEATER
1328 Montana Ave.
Far From Heaven (PG) 5:

Unurban Coffee House presents Komedy Crunch every Thursday

evening. Showtime is 7pm. 3301 Pico Blvd. (310)315-0056. 0, 10:00.
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The truth about cats, dogs: Dogs rule in America

BY GENARO C. ARMAS

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Here’s the truth
about cats and dogs: Canines rule in
American households, though just barely.

About 36 percent of homes have dogs,
while 32 percent have cats. Feline fanatics
can take heart with this statistic: your pet
sees the vet less often.

Those are just two examples from hun-
dreds of pages of facts and figures about
America found in the new Statistical
Abstract of the United States, being
released Tuesday by the Census Bureau.

The nearly 1,000 pages in the 122nd
edition are light on words but heavy on
numbers detailing life for Americans.

“We got all kinds of tidbits in here,”
said Glenn King, director of the staff that
assembles the abstract. “It’s America in
numbers.”

Here are some of them:

m The average cell phone call in 2001
lasted just under three minutes, and the
average monthly bill ran $47.37.

= In 2000, 44 percent of adults did vol-
unteer work, contributing an average of
15 hours per month.

m U.S. residents spent over $38 billion
on lottery tickets in 2001, with about $2 of
every $5 going toward instant scratch-off
games.

m Cat owners are slightly more likely to
have more than one pet roaming the home.
Dogs, meanwhile, are more likely to visit
the animal doctor — 85 percent of dog
households took the pet to the vet in 2001,
compared with 67 percent of cat homes.

® Nearly one in 20 pet-owning homes
had a bird, and one in 50 owned a horse.
Households that made at least $55,000 a
year were more likely to have a dog, cat or
horse, while homes that made less than
$20,000 were more likely to have a bird.

m The larger the family, the more likely it
was to own a pet, no matter what the animal.

The government puts together the fat
fact book each year, compiling statistics
collected by the Census Bureau as well as
from private sources. For instance, the
American Veterinary Medical Association
supplied the data on pets.

It’s not all fun and games, of course.
This year’s compendium includes a sum-
mary of recently released data from the
2000 census, covering income, education
and poverty.

One section covers solely crime and
law enforcement statistics. Another cov-
ers politics and voting data. Page 238
shows that Republican George Bush
received about 1,000 more votes for pres-
ident than Democrat Al Gore in Florida in
the 2000 election, according to statistics
rounded off to the nearest thousand. (The
final, certified tally showed Bush won by
537 votes.)

New information is added, too, to keep
up with America’s changing preferences.
For instance, statistics on snowboarding
were first added two years ago (more than
4.3 million people like to “get air” down
the slopes).

Tables added this year include one on
alternative work schedules — about 29
percent of full-time workers 16 and older

who were not self-employed in 2001 said
they had flexible work hours; and home
schooling — 2 percent of kids age 5 to 17
with an educational level equivalent to
between kindergarten and 12th grade
were taught at home in 1999.

Outdated tables are expunged, with this
year’s deletions including “Commercial
Buildings-Energy Consumption and
Expenditures: 1995” and “Civil Flying-
Summary: 1970 to 1997.”

The statistical abstract is available
from the U.S. Government Printing Office
($51 for a hard-bound version, $41 for
paperback) by calling 202-512-1800.

It is also available from the National
Technical Information Service ($47 for
hardcover, $39 for paperback) by calling
800-553-6847.

Target pulls Valentine cards with word ‘Jihad’

BY TODD SPANGLER

Associated Press Writer

PITTSBURGH — Target Corp. pulled
boxes of Valentine’s Day cards from its
shelves after one contained the word
“Jihad” and a parent interpreted the mes-
sage as a veiled terrorist threat.

A spokesman for the retail chain said
Monday the company was removing “I
Spy” box sets of Valentine’s Day trading
cards from its stores after a parent in
Pittsburgh contacted the store and law
enforcement.

Among several other items, the card
contained the word “Jihad” and the mes-
sage, “It’s Time to Be Mine.” The FBI said
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it was looking into the origin of the card.

“Jihad” refers to the Islamic concept of
the struggle to do good. In particular situ-
ations, that can include the waging of holy
war, and extremist Muslims often employ
the term with that meaning.

The publisher, Scholastic Inc. in New
York City, said any association with ter-
rorism was unintended. The company said
it regretted causing any distress.

Aimee Spengler Dolan, a spokes-
woman for the publisher, said the card in
question was a portion of a photo and rid-
dle from “I Spy School Days,” published
in 1995.

“Jihad” was the name of a child in a class
the author visited, the publisher said.
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Scholastic said it changed the name in sub-
sequent reprints of the book to Jared in 2001
but that the valentines used original artwork.

Nick Poillucci, 37, said he purchased
the set at a Target on Saturday for his 3-
year-old daughter to give out in her pre-
school class. He said he noticed the word
“Jihad” upon opening the box at home.

“At first, we just thought it was in real-
ly bad taste or maybe some radical in the
art department of this company or some-
thing,” Poillucci said.

He said he became more concerned
because a drawing of a clock in the pic-
ture had red lines emanating from it, as if
it might suggest an explosion.
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