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DIGGING: Clare Bowen looks through the craft book section on the second floor of the Santa Monica Main Library on Thursday.

BY KEVIN HERRERA 
Editor in Chief 

KINGMAN AVE Two people were slightly
injured Thursday morning during a fire at a
three-story home in Santa Monica where
some marijuana plants were found, public
safety officials said.

The fire was reported at 6:43 a.m. at a
home in the 700 block of Kingman Avenue,
said Sgt. Jay Trisler with the Santa Monica
Police Department.

Two people suffered minor injuries in the
blaze, which took a little over an hour to
extinguish. The fire is believed to have start-
ed in the basement of the home and spread
to the roof, where some leaves and debris
had accumulated.

The cause of the fire is under investiga-
tion. A source said the cause may have been a
lighting system used to grow the marijuana.

Charges are not likely to be filed since the
residents had a prescription for medical
marijuana and may have been growing the
pot for their personal use, Trisler said.

A damage estimate was not immediately
available.

kevinh@smdp.com  

BY DAILY PRESS STAFF

LOS ANGELES This year’s Los Angeles
Marathon, which will end in Santa Monica
for the second straight year, will include a
pair of unusual world-record attempts.

The record attempts will be for the heav-
iest person ever to complete a marathon and

BY KEVIN HERRERA 
Editor in Chief 

MAIN LIBRARY The next time you visit one
of Santa Monica’s libraries, you better be on
your best behavior because if you become a
nuisance and continually break the rules,
you could find yourself banned.

Librarians will soon have the power to
ban unruly patrons for up to a year follow-
ing a decision by the City Council Tuesday
to expand penalties for those who can’t fol-
low the rules. Santa Monica joins a host of
other cities that allow librarians to ban
those people who become disruptive. It’s a
tool that City Librarian Greg Mullen hopes
he doesn’t have to use often, but one that is
necessary to keep the peace.

“Our goal is to allow everyone to come
in and use the library,” Mullen said. “Our
rules are pretty straight forward and out of

the million-and-a-half people who visit our
libraries every year, there is only a small
percentage of people who cause problems
and create disturbances. There’s an even
smaller percentage who we have to tell to
leave or ban.”

The council also granted Mullen and his
staff the ability to suspend borrowing priv-
ileges indefinitely until a customer pays
outstanding fines and fees, or returns over-
due books and other materials.

There is an appeals process for anyone
banned from the library.

Before the change, Mullen said library
staff could only ask a person to leave for the
day or suspend their borrowing privileges
for a short period of time. But a visitor who
has been told to leave could return the next
day and cause another disruption.
Someone who refused to leave could be
charged with a misdemeanor, but Mullen

said that is rarely if ever done.
He said five to 10 people are asked to leave

one of the city’s libraries each day because
they break the rules. During 2010, security at
the libraries documented 278 incidents in
which the police were called. Eleven of these
visitor’s behavior was so extreme that library
staff suspended their borrowing privileges,
typically for 30 days. The disruptive behavior
included fighting, verbal assaults, overturn-
ing furniture, threats to library staff or fellow
patrons, hacking into public computers and
throwing objects.

Several of those people returned to the
library even though they could not check
out books or use the computers to surf the
Internet.

Mullen said the Oakland, San Francisco
and Berkeley public libraries have bans of

Pot growers
injured in
house fire 

L.A. Marathon to
feature unusual
record attempts

SEE LIBRARY PAGE 9SEE MARATHON PAGE 8

Unruly library patrons to face ban
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Gem Faire
Santa Monica Civic Auditorium

1855 Main St., 12 p.m. — 6 p.m.
The 22nd Annual Gem Faire returns with all its glory this weekend. Over 70

renowned importers/exporters will be on site selling their wares. The event also
includes classes and demonstrations by a host of experts. The faire takes place

through Sunday. For more information, visit www.gemfaire.com.

Lisa McMann in the flesh
Barnes & Noble

1201 Third Street Promenade, 7 p.m.
Award-winning author Lisa McMann, writer of the best-selling “Wake” 

trilogy, will be on hand to present her new work, “Cryer’s Cross.” 
For more information, call (310) 260-9110.

Something special for sweetie
Santa Monica Museum of Art

2525 Michigan Ave., Daily
Gracie, SMMoA’s gift shop, will feature Valentine’s Day gifts for your special 
someone on Friday and Saturday. Some of the more notable gifts are sweets

from Morning Glory Confections and pop culture-inspired jewelry by Cast of Vices.
For more info, visit www.shopgracie.com.

Ice time
Fifth Street and Arizona Avenue

12 p.m. — 10 p.m.
ICE at Santa Monica offers the unique opportunity to ice skate in the sunshine. 

The rink will close on Feb. 15. Admission is $10. For more information, 
call (310) 393-8355.

Saturday, Feb. 12, 2011

Rolling with Hellride
CENTRAL Social Aid & Social Club

All-star outfit Hellride brings its star power to the CENTRAL. Comprised of iconic
rockers Mike Watt, Stephen Perkins and Peter Destefano, Hellride is a free-form

mix of punk rock with a dose of jazz-style improvisation. For more information, 
call (310) 451-5040.

Dancing with daddy
Santa Monica/Westside YWCA

2019 14th St., 6 p.m.
The second annual “The Princess and Her Papa” dance will bring fathers and their

daughters together for a night of cutting a rug, food and prizes. Girls of all ages
could also bring another man in their life. For more information, call (310) 452-3881.

Shopping in the park
Virginia Avenue Park

2200 Virginia Ave., 8 a.m. — 1 p.m.
Get the freshest of the fresh at this popular weekly Farmers’ Market. 

For more information, visit www01.smgov.net/farmers_market.

‘Using Your Voice for Success’
WordTheatre (Private location)

10 a.m.
“Using Your Voice for Success” will teach participants a workout for you 
brain that will give you the confidence to express yourself in any situation. 
Writers, business people and actors could all benefit from this instructional 

workshop. For information, call (310) 915 5150. 

What’s Up

Westside
OUT AND ABOUT IN SANTA MONICA

To create your own listing, 
log on to smdp.com/submitevent

For help, contact Daniel Archuleta at
310-458-7737 or submit to editor@smdp.com

For more information on any of the events listed, 
log on to smdp.com/communitylistings

Family Dentistry
General, Cosmetic, & Implant Dentistry

MODERN, COMFORTABLE AND RELAXED ATMOSPHERE

Gentle Dentistry | Sedation Available | Digital Technology | Smile Makeover | Flexible Financing

Check our monthly promotions on our website   www.santamonicatoothdr.com

2222 SANTA MONICA BLVD, SUITE 202, SANTA MONICA, CA 90404

Ali Mogharei DDS

(310) 829-2224

Basic Cleaning, Exam

and full Mouth Xrays 

$65.00
– Modern facilities, gentle dentistry, sedation

Free Cosmetic
Consultation

Breakfast  •  Lunch

Come try our Curry Chicken Salad,
Waffle Pizzas & Waffle Sliders

~ Illy gourmet coffee ~ 

Weekdays: 8am to 5pm | Weekends: 8am to 5pm | Closed Mondays

2408 Wilshire Boulevard | 310-453-2787
24th & Wilshire – Free Parking in back

Peter & Son
watch company

fine watches and repair since 1975

full service watch repair shop

PeterAndSonWatchCompany.com

 Services included

- Crystal replacement
- band and case restoration

¥ band replacements including
leather and exotic skins. 

- Sizing, Battery replacement 
¥ option to reseal and pressure test
for water resistance with warranty

european trained watchmaker
specializing in the repair of
high grade swiss movements 

for over 35 years.

WATCH SIZING
free estimates

Authorized Dealer:

Raymond Weil 
TW Steel | Suunto

13050 San Vicente Blvd
26th and San Vicente

310.260.9191

*All work done onpremises andguaranteed

We Buy
Gold

BRING US YOUR GOLD 
JEWELRY AND GET

The Best Cash Prices
In The City

#1 Gold Buyers

15% EXTRA CA$H BONU$
On all scrap gold jewelry WITH THIS AD

Expires 2/28/2011

3 Generations of Expertise 
in the jewelry industry,

17 YEARS in Santa Monica

Come in for 

– FREE CHAMPAIGN – 
WINE and CHEESE  
Sunday 11AM to 3PM

CRYSTAL KINGDOM
1418 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90403

310-393-9911
M-F  11-5, SUN 11-3
CLOSED SATURDAY
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Visit us online at smdp.com

Since 1967
Quality & Value Always!

310-399-7892
27322 Mainn St.

Santaa Monica

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

“Great patio dining 
for the whole family”

ARTISTIC FEELING Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
Local photographers and artists find inspiration during Artist Night at the Santa Monica Pier Aquarium under the Pier on Wednesday night. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SANTA MONICA These days, guns are more
popular than guitars, at least when it comes
to video games. The company behind
“Guitar Hero” said Wednesday that it is
pulling the plug on one of the most influ-
ential video game titles of the new century.

Santa Monica-based Activision Blizzard
Inc., which also produces the “Call of Duty”
series, is ending the “Guitar Hero” franchise
after a run of more than five years. The move
follows Viacom Inc.’s decision in November
to sell its money-losing unit behind the
“Rock Band” video games. Harmonix was
sold to an investment firm for an undis-
closed sum. Harmonix, incidentally, was
behind the first “Guitar Hero” game.

Game industry analysts have long
lamented the “weakness in the music
genre,” as they call it — that is, the inability
of game makers to drum up demand for the
products after an initial surge in popularity

in the mid-2000s. Music games are often
more expensive than your typical shoot-
’em-up game because they require guitars,
microphones and other musical equip-
ment. While extra songs can be purchased
for download, this hasn’t been enough to
keep the games profitable.

Activision’s shares tumbled after the
announcement, but investors appear more
concerned with the company’s disappointing
revenue forecast than the demise of the rock-
er game. As far as investors go, discontinuing
an unprofitable product isn’t the end of the
world, even if “Guitar Hero” fans disagree.

“In retrospect it was a $3 billion or more
business that everybody needed to buy, so
they did, but they only needed to buy it
once,” said Wedbush Morgan analyst Michael
Pachter. “It’s much like ‘Wii Fit.’ Once you
have it, you don’t need to buy another one.”

“Guitar Hero” was iconic and often
praised for getting a generation weaned on
video games into music. But its end after a

mere half a decade is a big contrast to other
influential video game franchises, such as
the 25-year-old Mario series from
Nintendo. “Call of Duty” first launched in
2003, two years before “Guitar Hero.”

In a conference call, Activision said its
restructuring will mean the loss of about
500 jobs in its Activision Publishing busi-
ness, which has about 7,000 employees. But
the company’s overall work force numbers
are not going to change much because it is
hiring people elsewhere.

Activision did better than expected in
the fourth quarter, which ended in
December, but that already was anticipated.
After all, it launched “Call of Duty: Black
Ops” in November. That game, which is
mostly set during the Vietnam War, made
$1 billion after just six weeks in stores. Its
latest “World of Warcraft” game has also
been doing well.

SAMOHI
Students win ‘Surf Bowl’

The team from Santa Monica High
School won the recent Los Angeles Surf
Bowl on Saturday, Feb. 5.

The team of four defeated last year’s
champion, Arcadia High School. The
Samohi team came back from a 28-
point deficit to win the event challeng-
ing participants’ knowledge of ocean
sciences.

The event was held on the USC campus
near downtown Los Angeles.

The Samohi team advances to the
national finals of the Surf Bowl to be held
at Texas University at Galveston on April
29.

DAILY PRESS

SANTA MONICA-UCLA MEDICAL CENTER
Sur becomes first female chief

Dr. Denise Sur made history by being
named the first female chief of staff at
Santa Monica-UCLA Medical Center and
Orthopaedic Hospital, it was announced
last week.

Sur had previously served as vice-chief
of staff since 2006.

“This is a great honor. I am both flat-
tered and excited to be the first female
physician to serve in this role,” she
said. “I am really looking forward to
working with my physician colleagues
and hospital leaders as we prepare to
open our incredible new hospital this
fall.”

The Rolling Hills Estates resident
has been actively involved in physician
leadership at the hospital for many
years. She is vice chair for education in
the UCLA Department of Family
Medicine and program director for its
Family Medicine Residency, as well as a
professor of family medicine at the
David Geffen School of Medicine at
UCLA.

Joining her as officers on the hospi-
tal’s 2011 Executive Medical Board are
Drs. Philip Levin and Roger Lee, who
were elected vice-chief of staff and
secretary-treasurer, respectively.
Levin is medical director of surgical
services at SM-UCLA & OH, as well as a
clinical professor of anesthesia. Lee is
director of the Hospitalist program and
chair of the hospital’s medicine
department.

DP

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Activision Blizzard closes show on ‘Guitar Hero’

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
■ Send letters to editor@smdp.com

SEE HERO PAGE 8
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Opinion Commentary
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OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters 
we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.
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Close call on Wilshire
Editor: 

On Feb. 8, at 10:37 p.m. I witnessed what was very
close to another pedestrian tragedy on Wilshire
Boulevard. I was driving east and intended to go
through the green light at 11th. I was about a half-block
west of the intersection when three men stepped into
the crosswalk from the north side of the street. They
seemed oblivious to the fact that they were crossing a
busy street against the light. They certainly didn’t look
in my direction. They entered the crosswalk almost
together. One of them walked faster than the others
and was soon about 8 feet ahead of the other two.

I noticed them and stopped on the west side of 11th,
where I would have stopped for a red light. I was in the
number one lane. There was a car a little behind me in
the number two lane. Perhaps he couldn’t see the men
in the crosswalk because of my car. I watched, horrified
and helpless, as he went through the intersection.
Fortunately, he stopped just before he would have hit
the man walking in front of the others.

Later, our cars were next to each other at another
light. The other driver looked shaken, and relieved. I
was pretty relieved, too.

Valerie Griffin
Santa Monica

Not more attention for de la Torre
Editor:
It’s a shame that needy, attention-seeking politician

Oscar de la Torre seeks even more attention be direct-
ed to him (“de la Torre demands review of investigator,”
Feb. 9, 2011, page 1). The only thing that I can agree
with in your article today is when Oscar says: “The res-
idents of this city deserve good government.”

A good first step would be his immediate resignation
from the school board.

Graciella Flores
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 

Councilman Bobby Shriver has some
guts, or could it be he’s so confident in his
approval ratings (the member of the
Kennedy clan has received the most votes in
every council race he’s entered) that he feels
like he can ruffle a few feathers. Either way,
the Daily Press has to give him credit for
tackling a politically-sensitive topic like
employee pensions and rising healthcare
costs. While we don’t agree with Shriver’s
singling out Santa Monica’s police officers,
even though they do have one of the most
generous benefits package in City Hall, we
believe it is necessary for our elected officials
to seriously address this issue, given that
employee benefits seem to be one of the
main reasons for City Manager Rod Gould
calling for the half percent sales tax increase,
that and the struggling school district and
lackluster economy.

The five-year budget forecast presented
Tuesday by Finance Director Carol Swindell
clearly showed that pension costs for City
Hall are projected to rise considerably, tak-
ing a relatively large bite out of the budget. A
baseline scenario for the next five years
shows a potential budget deficit of over $12
million. A worst-case shows more than $26
million. Now that’s not all due to pension
and healthcare costs, but the reality is the
stock market would have to rebound like
Lamar Odom for Santa Monica to see some
savings when it comes to contributing to the
state’s pension system, otherwise known as
CalPERS, which relies heavily on its invest-
ment portfolio to cover its liabilities.

We thought it was interesting that Mayor
Richard Bloom and Councilwoman Pam
O’Connor, both of whom have received gen-
erous support from the unions representing
police officers and city employees, were
quick to defend the amount of money spent
each year on public safety. Cynics could say,
“Hey, they know where their bread is but-
tered.” Maybe. Or perhaps both know their
community well and believe residents won’t
stand for anything less than the best.

We think Santa Monica is a safe city and

maybe it is time, as Shriver suggested, to
look at doing without one or two officers
and spend that money on other services, like
subsidizing recreation programs for kids or
contributing more money toward infra-
structure projects, something that may need
to happen if redevelopment money is
swiped by the state. The city manager tried
to cut two police lieutenant positions from
this year’s budget, but he was turned back by
the council, which preserved them under
heavy pressure from the police union. We’d
be amazed if the council decreased the num-
ber of officers during budget talks in May,
but it’s something to consider.

Shriver said publicly that he knows it’s
politically risky to talk about cutting the
public safety budget in Santa Monica, a
community that is very concerned about
keeping crime at a minimum and seems to
love its cops, but as a civic leader he knows
addressing costs is critical.

When Gould meets with the bargaining
units representing city employees, police and
fire in the coming months to negotiate new
contracts, we believe he is going to push for
them to agree to paying more for healthcare
and possibly create a second tier for new
hires who would contribute more toward
their retirement. We have said before that we
believe pensions for those who risk their
lives should be protected (you don’t want a
60-year-old cop chasing down bad guys),
but it is time for those employees to pay
more for their healthcare, just as the rest of
us in the private sector do. As for other city
employees, we know some of you work hard,
but it’s necessary for you to start contribut-
ing more and have benefits more in line with
what the rest of us receive. It’s fair, and it’s
necessary if Santa Monica is to continue to
enjoy the many services City Hall provides.
Either that, or raise more taxes and fees, and
who wants that? 

The Daily Press may take some heat for
this, but like Shriver said, we can’t keep
ignoring that “800-pound gorilla” any
longer. If we do, Kong is going to cripple us.

EDITORIAL

Taking on that 800-pound gorilla
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HHeellpp  tthhee  SSMMDDPP  oouutt

The Daily Press is experiencing a few staffing
changes in the newsroom. This got us thinking
about what we’re doing and why we’re doing it.

SSoo,,  tthhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  QQ--LLiinnee  qquueessttiioonn  aasskkss::

Is there something that the community
thinks we’re not covering? Be honest,
we can take it.

Contact qline@smdp.com before Friday at 5
p.m. and we’ll print your answers in the weekend
edition of the Daily Press. You can also call (310)
458-7737 ext. 102.

SPONSORED BY

SM to
LAX
$30310-444-4444

Hybrid • Mercedes-Benz
not valid from hotels or with other offers • SM residents only • Expires 8/31/10 SantaMonicaTaxi.com

2009 Grand Prize Sustainable Quality Award
City of SM, SM Chamber & Sustainable Works

20th 
Anniversary

GGERMAN CCAR SSERVICE
Specialist in Repair of Porsche VW Audi BMW

� Best alternative to high dealer prices
� Complete service and repair
� 6 month or 6000 mile guarantee
� Locally owned and operated since 1965

2202 OLYMPIC BLVD., SANTA MONICA  (310) 829-2563

310-775-1392
www.BlakkTownCar.com

WE ALSO DO: WEDDINGS, SPECIAL EVENTS, CHAUFERRED
CAR SERVICE FROM ANYWHERE TO ANYWHERE IN SOCAL

We promptly service
all local calls.Luxury Ride

Great Price!
Lowest Town Car Price to LAX!

$42.00
from SM to LAX*

$28.00
fromVenice to LAX*

$27.00
from Marina to LAX*

*SPECIAL RETURN RATE OFFERED, CALL FOR DETAILS

SMDP Special - 20% OFF
Robert Roy Pool “Outbreak” “Armageddon”

Pool2000@gmail.com | 310-877-5440
www.StateOfTheArtScreenplays.org

Fundamentals 8 classes / 4 weeks
Writing the Feature 11 classes / 12 weeks

Classes begin March 1 Space Limited

Love Movies?
Have a good story?

Learn screenwriting from an
industry professional

IT’S REMARKABLE HOW MUCH OF THE
history we were taught in school was distort-
ed or just plain wrong. Howard Zinn, famed
historian and political activist, who died in
Santa Monica in January of 2010, wrote “A
People’s History of the United States,” which
sold 2 million copies and exposed many of
these falsehoods. The errors, however,
should come as no surprise, for as Mark
Twain reportedly said, “History is only the
winner’s version.”

Recently former members of the Bush
administration have been attempting to
rewrite history via their “memoirs.” The lat-
est is Donald Rumsfeld’s “Known and
Unknown.” After reading it, Maureen Dowd
of the New York Times suggested a more apt
title might have been, “So many to blame so
little space.”

Actually the book is 815 pages and
derives its title from a Rumsfeld response to
a reporter’s question about a link between
Saddam Hussein and weapons of mass
destruction. After numerous viewings I still
have no idea what Rumsfeld was trying to
say. I ask that you read his quote below very
slowly to see if it makes any sense to you.

“There are known knowns; there are
things we know we know. We also know
there are known unknowns; that is to say we
know there are some things we do not know.
But there are also unknown unknowns —
the ones we don’t know we don’t know.”

I had two immediate reactions. One, my
spell checker says there’s no such word as
“knowns.” And two, I wondered what
Rummy was smoking, and could I get some.

I almost felt sorry for Rummy as reporters
giggled. But who could blame them? His
response sounded like a cross between Abbot
and Costello and the late double-speak come-
dian Professor Irwin Corey.

Rumsfeld does have a unique place in
American history. In 1975, at 42, he was the
youngest person to ever hold the office of
Secretary of Defense when he served under
Gerald Ford and in 2001, at 68, he was the
oldest when he served for Bush Jr. (Bush’s
infamous, “I’m the decider” 2006 outburst
was in defense of the “fine job” Don
Rumsfeld was doing, which I suppose was
much like the “heckuva job” Brownie did
during Katrina.)

Combined, Rumsfeld was the second
longest serving defense secretary and the
first to serve two non-consecutive terms. In
2007, however, John McCain said of
Rumsfeld, “He was one of the worst
Secretaries of Defense in history.” Ouch.

If you want a good laugh go to YouTube
and type in “Rumsfeld known unknowns.”

In his opus, Rumsfeld is critical of just
about everyone (except himself) including
Poppy Bush for not having taken out
Saddam Hussein during the Gulf War.
Rummy faults Colin Powell, George
Tenant, Condi Rice, Paul Bremmer, and
Gen. Tommy Franks whom he blames for
letting Osama get away at Tora Bora.
Whew. That‘s a lot of blaming, but, as they
say on the late night TV infomercials,
there’s more.

Rumsfeld criticizes the generals for not
telling him he needed more troops to
secure Iraq. (And yet after Gen. Shinseki
testified before Congress in February 2003
that we would need 400,000 troops, he was
forced to retire.) He somehow blames the
Geneva Convention drafters for not antic-
ipating that modern wars would need
harsher treatment for combatants and the
Supreme Court for defending detainee
rights.

Even with the huge number of failures on
his watch, Rumsfeld admits to only one
error. As told to ABC’s Diane Sawyer, he
regrets that he didn’t step down after Abu
Ghraib. But even then it wasn’t his fault
because Bush twice refused his resignation.
Rumsfeld’s so-called admission reminds me
of a character in a Woody Allen short story
who confesses that his worst fault is that he
often misplaces his hat.

Bush’s attempt at saving his legacy was
entitled “Decision Points.” It sold well in the
U.S. but not so in Europe. In fact, in
November of 2010, London’s mayor, Boris
Johnson, cautioned Bush who was embark-
ing on a European tour. “You may never see
Texas again,” Johnson warned, inferring that
Bush might be arrested for war crimes. (In
1998 the late dictator Augusto Pinochet was
arrested in London for crimes committed
during his bloody reign.)

As it happens just a few days ago Bush
canceled a trip to Switzerland where he was
to deliver a speech. He abruptly changed his
mind after various human rights organiza-
tions asked Swiss authorities to arrest him
for authorizing torture. Yikes!

In fact, human rights activists worldwide
are seeking arrest warrants wherever Bush
travels outside the U.S. (To see, go to:
www.indictbushnow.org.) Currently, legal
proceedings in Spain and Germany are tar-
geting Bush and others in his administration
for water boarding, torture and assorted
peccadilloes. Personally, I’m not holding my
breath, but at least it’s cut into Bush’s fre-
quent flier miles.

JJAACCKK  can be reached at Jnsmdp@aol.com.

Jack Neworth Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Laughing Matters

Rummy plays blame game
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LOS ANGELES
Valentine’s flowers getting close scrutiny at LAX 

Valentine’s Day flowers are getting close scrutiny at Los Angeles International
Airport.

Dozens of U.S. Customs and Border Protection inspectors are peering through magni-
fying glasses in the hunt for disease and pests in shipments of flowers from South
America.

The Daily Breeze in Torrance says insects are placed in vials for closer examination by
the U.S. Department of Agriculture. If insects are harmful, the importer is told the ship-
ment must be fumigated, destroyed or returned.

Dozens of customs inspectors are checking the millions of flowers in shipments com-
ing from Colombia, Ecuador and other South America countries. The most common pests
are thrips, moths, aphids and miner flies.

Airport inspectors found 93 insects after examining 17.4 million flowers during the
2010 Valentine’s Day shipping season.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
LOS ANGELES 
Judge grants Charlie Sheen, wife, divorce

Charlie Sheen can go back to being single, but he’ll have to wait a few months before
it’s official, a judge ruled Thursday.

Los Angeles Superior Court Judge Hank Goldberg finalized Sheen’s divorce from his
ex-wife Brooke Mueller Sheen, but the pair will not be legally single until May 2.

The actor and Brooke Sheen filed dueling divorce petitions in November, citing
Christmas Day 2009 as the day of their breakup. Charlie Sheen was arrested in Aspen,
Colo., that day on suspicion of domestic violence against his wife. He later resolved the
case and spent 30 days on probation.

The former couple will split the royalties from baby portraits of them and their twin
sons, and the actor will keep his Hollywood Hills home, court records show. The Sheens
signed a prenuptial agreement before their May 2008 wedding, which called for Charlie
Sheen to pay Brooke Sheen more than $750,000.

The pair will share legal custody of their sons, although physical custody is granted to
Brooke Sheen with substantial visitation time allotted for the actor. He is required to pay
$55,000 a month in child support, according to the agreement filed with the court.

The judgment was first reported by celebrity website TMZ.
The divorce judgment comes after several tumultuous months for Charlie Sheen,

whose show “Two and a Half Men” remains on hold while he receives treatment for
unspecified conditions.

He has been briefly hospitalized three times in recent months, the first of which came
after he was taken by police from a room at a luxury New York hotel that was left in
shambles.

Charlie Sheen was hospitalized last month after his neighbor, a Beverly Hills plastic
surgeon, called 911 to report the actor was intoxicated and in severe pain.

The actor has thanked fans and his employers for their support and has said through
his spokesman that he hopes to resume taping “Men” later this month. The show is tele-
vision’s highest-rated comedy, and bosses at CBS and Warner Bros. Television have
expressed concern for the actor’s well-being.

AP
LOS ANGELES
Bell official says false salary figures released 

The clerk for the scandal-ridden city of Bell says she provided false information to a
resident of the Los Angeles suburb who had filed a public records request demanding to
know what the city manager and City Council members were paid.

Bell City Clerk Rebecca Valdez testified Thursday that she reported every City Council
member was paid $673 a month when she knew they were paid more than 10 times that
much.

Valdez says Bell’s disgraced former city manager, Robert Rizzo, came up with the
false figures and ordered to her to provide them. She says he also falsified his own salary.

Valdez is testifying at a hearing to determine whether there is sufficient evidence for
six current and former City Council members to stand trial on fraud charges.

AP
LOS ANGELES
State geologists put earthquake maps online 

Anyone with an Internet connection can now find out whether the house they want to
buy is on one of California’s earthquake faults.

The California Geological Survey announced Thursday that it was posting its fault
zone maps online for the first time. The 547 maps were previously available only in paper
or CD formats.

California state geologist John Parish says the agency uses Google Maps’ address-
matching technology to link users to the right map for a property’s location.

State law already requires home sellers to disclose to buyers whether a home is in an
earthquake fault zone.

AP
LOS ANGELES
‘Survivor’ boss not sure if Hantz leaked spoilers 

Mark Burnett isn’t sure if contestant Russell Hantz was spilling “Survivor” secrets.
The “Survivor” executive producer said during a teleconference Thursday that he had

no idea if Hantz, the 38-year-old schemer featured in the “Samoa” and “Heroes vs.
Villains” editions, leaked information about the CBS reality TV competition.

Hantz, who also stars in the upcoming 22nd season of the show, was accused of pro-
viding several plot points about the show, including the elimination order of contestants,
before it aired, to a man posting on the “Survivor Sucks” message board, according to a
Daily Beast report released last week.

“Survivor” producers filed a lawsuit against the poster, Jim Early, last year but later
dismissed it.

A message posted on Hantz’s Facebook page last week cautioned to “never believe
what you read.”

AP

STATE BRIEFS
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One thing leads to another 
Crime Watch is a weekly series culled from reports provided by the Santa Monica Police Department. These are
arrests only. All parties are innocent until proven guilty in a court of law. 

SUNDAY, FEB. 6, AT 7:04 P.M., 
Santa Monica police officers received a radio call of an alleged shoplifter running
from Sears security. As officers arrived on scene, they saw the suspect running down
Fourth Street from Colorado, near the Sears. Officers told the suspect to stop but he
kept running, police said. The suspect hid behind some cars and dropped something
in nearby bushes. Officers were able to take the suspect into custody. Officers
searched the bushes and said they found a watch and switchblade knife. Officers
spoke with the security guards who said the suspect entered the store, took watches
and left the store without paying. Security grabbed him and brought him to an office
for questioning. They told officers the suspect managed to get free and fled. The sus-
pect was arrested for theft. While at the Santa Monica Jail, officers said they found
a firearms permit, bus pass and a guard card that were bogus. Officers also found
rental car keys. They searched the parking lot where they saw the suspect hiding,
found the car and found a stolen watch inside. The suspect was booked for burglary,
forging an officials seal, receiving stolen property, possession of a switchblade and
violation of parole. He was identified as Riccardo Patterson, 44, of Long Beach. He
was not eligible for bail.  

SATURDAY, FEB. 5, AT 3:10 P.M., 
Officers responded to the Third Street Promenade — Abercrombie & Fitch — regarding a
shoplifting suspect in custody. When officers arrived, security told them that the suspect
was in the store on three prior occasions and stole things. During this latest visit, the
suspect allegedly walked up to the fragrance counter and placed five boxes in his jacket
and walked out without paying. Security confronted him. The suspect told security that
he needed the items to sell for food. Officers took the suspect into custody for burglary
and a parole hold. He was identified as Bruce Jones, 57, of Hollywood. He was not eligi-
ble for bail.  

SATURDAY, FEB. 5, AT 1:05 A.M., 
Officers were patrolling the 100 block of Broadway when they were flagged down by a
person who was pointing toward a crowd of people. Officers saw one man on top of anoth-
er fighting. The person on the ground was bleeding profusely from his elbow. The victim
told officers that the suspect entered a business with some friends. As the suspect was
sitting down, he hit a glass with his elbow. On the fourth hit, the glass broke. The suspect
then fled the location. The victims confronted the suspect, who struck the victims sev-
eral times. They were able to get on top of him and hold him down until the cops showed
up. Officers placed the man under arrest for vandalism, public intoxication and assault
and battery. The suspect was identified as Marcus Brander 24, of South Carolina. His bail
was set at $20,000. 

FRIDAY, FEB. 4, AT 9:55 P.M., 
Officers were on routine patrol in the 2000 block of Delaware Avenue when they were
flagged down. Officers stopped and asked the man if he needed help. Officers recognized
the suspect from prior contacts and knew he was on probation. Officers searched the
suspect and found crack cocaine in the headband of his hat. Officers placed the suspect
under arrest for possession of narcotics and a probation violation. He was identified as
Henry Boykins, 55. His bail was set at $10,000. 

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 1, AT 3:18 A.M., 
Officers responded to a report of a vehicle burglary that recently occurred in the 100
block of Strand Street. Officers were advised by a witness that he was sleeping but
woke up when he heard the sound of glass breaking and a car alarm. He looked out-
side and saw a subject in dark clothing leaving from the carport. Officers located a
vehicle that had been broken into. Officers located the owner who said that his iPod
and other items were missing. Officers located a man a short distance away who
matched the description of the suspect. The suspect was allegedly in possession of
items that belonged to the car owner. He also had burglary tools, police said. Officers
arrested the suspect for burglary, possession of burglary tools, a probation violation
and a burglary warrant. He was identified as Dean Thomas, 53, of Santa Monica. He
was not eligible for bail. 

MONDAY, JAN. 31, AT 1:03 P.M., 
Officers responded to the corner of Appian Way and Arcadia Terrace regarding a report
of vandalism. When officers arrived, they made contact with an off-duty city employee
who said he saw the suspect marking on a wall. Officers located the suspect and deter-
mined he was responsible for the graffiti. Police said they found an identical tag on the
suspect’s property. He was placed under arrest for vandalism. He was identified as
Harley Brown, 20, of Northridge. His bail was set at $10,000. 

news@smdp.com 

Editor-in-Chief KKEEVVIINN  HHEERRRREERRAA compiled these reports.  

CRIME WATCH
B Y  D A I L Y  P R E S S  S T A F F

office (310) 458-7737

DO YOU HAVE COMMUNITY NEWS?
Submit news releases to editor@smdp.com or by fax at (310) 576-9913
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And The Three Bears
1209 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica  (310) 451-2912

10%off
Valentine’s Special

Expires 2/14/11

Mon. – Sat.
9:30-6:30
Sun. 10-5

The only store in
Santa Monica

Only valid at
this location

BOOK ONLINE @LEARNTOSURFLA.COM or CALL (310)663-2479
Book online & use code SMDP to be entered into a drawing for a free surf lesson!

Come learn to surf in Santa Monica Bay! Our qualified
instructors will provide you with thorough, first class
instruction – from water safety to riding an open face.

One person... $120
Second person... $ 80
Each additional person... $ 60

You’ll be up and riding on your first day!

R
A

T
E
S

1 hour and 45 minutes of quality instruction.
Soft surfboard and wetsuit provided. Group rates available. Check out our youth surf camps!

Bobby Kotick, Activision’s CEO, said the
company’s big franchises “have larger audi-
ence bases than ever before and we continue
to see significantly enhanced user activity
and engagement for our expanding online
communities.” Revenue from so-called “dig-
ital channels” — that is, downloads, sub-
scriptions and extra game content sold
online — now accounts for 30 percent of the
company’s total revenue.

Activision said Wednesday it lost $233
million, or 20 cents per share, in the latest
quarter, compared with a loss of $286 mil-
lion, or 23 cents per share, in the same peri-
od a year earlier. Net revenue fell to $1.43
billion from $1.56 billion.

Its adjusted earnings of 53 cents per share
were better than last year’s 49 cents and beat

analysts’ expectations of 51 cents, according
to FactSet. Revenue that’s been adjusted to
account for games with online components
was $2.55 billion, up slightly from $2.50 bil-
lion a year earlier and above analysts’ $2.25
billion forecast.

For the current quarter, which ends in
March, Activision forecast adjusted earnings
of 7 cents per share, and adjusted revenue of
$640 million. Analysts are looking for earn-
ings of 10 cents per share on higher revenue
of $771 million.

Activision Blizzard also said its board
authorized a new $1.5 billion stock buyback
plan.And it declared an annual dividend of 16.5
cents, an increase of 10 percent from the divi-
dend it issued in February 2010, its first ever.

Shares of the company, which is majori-
ty-owned by France’s Vivendi SA, tumbled
87 cents, or 7.4 percent, to $10.82 in after-
hours trading. The stock had closed the reg-
ular session down 19 cents at $11.69.

for the largest cheerleading dance.
The race, scheduled for March 20, will be

attempted by 40-year-old Kelly Gneiting of
Ft. Defiance, Ariz. The marathon won’t be the
first for the 410-pound three-time U.S. Sumo
champion. He ran in the 2008 L.A. Marathon,
but didn’t notify Guinness World Records
officials of his attempt. This time around, he
hopes to beat his time of 11:52:11 as he hopes
to become the heaviest finisher in history.

During his first successful marathon,
Gneiting said that running was a last-second
decision by he and a couple of buddies. This
time around, he has taken training more
seriously, saying that he trains everyday by
walking a mile each day to his job as a statis-
tician at the Ft. Defiance Indian Hospital.

“I train at 7,000 feet on broken glass

shards and cattle wire, so a few uppity hills
into Santa Monica don’t scare me,” he said.

As Gneiting attempts his world record, he
won’t be alone.

Marathon organizers are preparing an
attempt at the largest cheer dance ever. The cur-
rent record included 297 cheerleaders, a num-
ber organizers hope to eclipse this time around.

“We had nearly 300 cheerleaders from 11
squads at last year’s race,” said the
marathon’s director of community relations,
Ginger Williams. “We’re already approach-
ing that number with weeks to go. It’s going
to be a record-setting day for the runners
and for the cheerleaders.”

It will take place on Santa Monica
Boulevard on race day. Choreographed by
Sharp International, the attempt will take
place at Moreno Drive, just west of the
Beverly Hills border.

news@smdp.com

MARATHON
FROM PAGE 1

HERO
FROM PAGE 3
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SHARING THE LOVE Photo courtesy Subaru of Santa Monica 
Ron Davis, owner of Subaru of Santa Monica, presents a check for $6,400 to Rosemary Regalbuto,
president of Meals on Wheels West, on Monday. The contribution was the result of the December
'Share the Love' Subaru campaign where a portion of vehicle sales were donated to charity.

1 year.
Controlling unruly behavior at local

libraries has been an issue in recent years
given the large number of mentally ill home-
less people who congregate at the branches
during the day. While many follow the rules,
there are others who get violent.

In 2006, Ocean Park Branch Librarian
Celia Carroll was assaulted by a homeless
man after she confronted him about his dis-
ruptive behavior. At the time of her attack,
Carroll called on the City Council to pay for
a security guard at the library branch to
patrol before it opened and after it closed so
that staff would be protected.

In June of last year, librarians had to dis-
pose of roughly 150 books covering such
topics as Greek literature and history after a
patron spread human feces on the materials.
The loss was estimated at $5,000.

Library Services Officer Honorio Bala,
who has worked in that capacity for over 10
years, said it’s not just the mentally ill. There
are increasing numbers of visitors who are
under the influence of drugs or alcohol.

“The library has become a meeting place
for a lot of folks, or a place where they can
come and hang out because they have no
other place to go,” Bala said. “When it gets
crowded, tensions are really high, especially
on Friday, Saturday and Sunday when the
hours are truncated. There’s a definite frus-
tration by people wanting to use the com-
puters. People get into arguments.”

Bala said the ban will go a long way in
controlling those few individuals who can’t
behave.

The cost of posting the new rules is
expected to be $500, according to a city staff
report. The council must hold a second
reading and the ordinance will become
effective 30 days after that.

kevinh@smdp.com 

LIBRARY
FROM PAGE 1
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SM to
LAX
$30310-444-4444

Hybrid • Mercedes-Benz
not valid from hotels or with other offers • SM residents only • Expires 8/31/10 SantaMonicaTaxi.com

2009 Blue Ribbon Small Business Award
U.S. Chamber of Commerce

20th 
Anniversary

(310) 829-7283
2632 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica, CA 90403 

www.mathnasium.com/santamonica

Day Care•  Grooming•  Pet Photography
Santa Monica Doggie Day Care

50% off 1st FULL DAY
– only $19!! –

2709 B Santa Monica Blvd 

310-310-3567

1-888-5-RED-CROSS
(888-573-3276)

Register ONLINE at www.smchamber.com or contact Shelly at 310-393-9825 x10
Members Presale $10 |  Members at the Door $15 | Prospective Members $25

“Have a Heart” with our host, the American Red Cross our next Business @ Sunset mixer!
Join over 120 members of the Chamber to mingle and make new contacts, as well as enjoy “Healthy
Heart” red wine & different “Take Care of Your Heart” displays. All attendees will be entered into a

“Have a Heart” raffle for Santa Monica Place dining, benefitting the Red Cross Santa Monica.

Register with the Chamber by 3pm Valentine’s Day on Monday and be entered into 
a raffle to “Fill Your Heart” – with a $50 dining certificate to Santa Monica Place!

Raffle  |  Bar  |  Appetizers

The Santa Monica Chamber Of Commerce
INVITES YOU TO “HAVE A HEART” AT OUR NEXT

BUSINESS@SUNSET MIXER
Wednesday, February 16th

5:30 – 7:30 PM
Hosted by

American Red Cross of Santa Monica
1450 11th Street, Santa Monica

B Y  D A N E  R O B E R T  S W A N S O N
BOOKREVIEW

Every year for the past nine years Santa
Monica has had a Citywide Reads. In the
past we have had “The Time Traveler’s Wife”
and “Little Bee,” to name a few. All provided
much discussion among various groups held
around the city.

The Santa Monica Citywide Reads this
year is a book by Dolen Perkins-Valdez told
in the third person. It is set pre-Civil War
from 1842 to 1854 covering three summers
and concerns the life of four female slaves.
The underlying theme is freedom.

It took some research to depict this time
period. Someone had to creatively string
together the facts with an imaginative bent
and place words on paper to come up with
this book. Perkins-Valdez has been able to
work with historical manuscripts from the
era left and develop this tale. She no doubt
spent time picturing herself back in those
politically-charged days.

Her viewpoint character is Lizzie, a house
slave, who shares the main house with
Drayle, the white slave owner. At this point
in time a house slave along with keeping the
house would also be used as the sex object.
There was no freedom or choice afforded
them.

Each year the slave master would take a
holiday at Tawana House, a resort in a free
state. States were known as free or slave at
the time.

“Three of the Southern men brought
their slave women with them, first on ships,
and then riding in separate train cars after
they entered free territory,” Perkins-Valdez
writes.

The masters liked showing off their
female slaves at Tawana House, taking them
to balls where there were Northerners. It was
almost as if the owners enjoyed flaunting
their possessions.

“It was no secret many of the Northern
whites who stayed at the resort disliked slav-
ery,” Perkins-Valdez wrote in one passage.

The main thought about freedom for the
slaves is summed up by something Drayle
says to a Northerner, “I’m not worried about
anyone ending slavery anytime soon.” Drayle
stared directly at the Northerner. “This

country has been built by men like us.”
Among the four women featured, there is

Mawu who longs for freedom for herself
after spending some time up at Tawana.
Another is Lizzie who lives in the Big House
and has given children to her master, Drayle.
Her wish is for the freedom of their son.
Sweet doesn’t want freedom at first since she
has stopped dreaming. Reenie just wants to
get along.

It would be years yet before someone like
Abraham Lincoln, who at this point in time
was still a country lawyer, would say when he
was president, “In giving freedom to the
slave, we assure freedom to the free — hon-
orable alike in what we give and what we
preserve. We shall nobly save or meanly lose
the last, best hope of earth.”

This is a very thought provoking book
and will generate discussion. Information
about the scheduled groups can be found in
the recent Seascape or at the local library.
Considering this is Black History Month,
this work takes on even greater significance.

This year the library will hold discussions from
Feb. 14 to March 12. Find further information at
your local library. Or you can go to the blog at
www.santamonicacitywidereads.blogspot.com.

‘Wench’
By Dolen Perkins-Valdez • Amistad

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES The Grammy Awards will fea-
ture star-studded performances by music
icons Bob Dylan and Dr. Dre.

Dylan, a 10-time Grammy and lifetime
achievement winner, will join nominee
Mumford & Sons and The Avett Brothers for
a salute to acoustic music, while Dr. Dre will
make his debut on the Grammy stage when
he joins protege Eminem.

It will be Dr. Dre’s first performance on
live television in a decade. Eminem, who
leads all nominees with 10, also will be
joined by Maroon 5’s Adam Levine.

The Grammys also announced
Thursday that Zac Brown, Eva Longoria,
Jennifer Lopez, Keith Urban and will.i.am
of The Black Eyed Peas will present
awards.

The Grammys air live at 8 p.m. EST
Sunday from Los Angeles.

Dylan, Dr. Dre to perform at Grammys
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RECYCLE NOW!
Aluminum Cans

$1.80 per pound with 
this coupon expires 2-28-11

Aluminum       Plastic       Glass       Bi-Metal       Newspaper
CardboardWhite/Color/Computer Paper       Copper & Brass       

X
DELAWARE AVE.
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Santa Monica Recycling Center
2411 Delaware Avenue in Santa Monica

(310) 453-9677

BOB GABRIEL CO. INSURANCE

Mercury Insurance has cut rates on auto, 
homeowners, and renters insurance. 
Please call for new discounted rates.

Phone Quotes Available

Personalized Insurance
Auto Experts Life, Disability & Pension

Homeowners Commercial & Business

Workers Compensation Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies including
MERCURY INSURANCE

310.829.0305
2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

www.bobgabrielinsurance.com

Family Owned 
Business

Location, Location, Location
Storage units available at 14/Colorado

FREE 
MONTH!!!

Easy and Convenient Storage, in the middle of Santa Monica!

Mention this ad when you call for details.

(310) 450-1515
1620 14th st. Santa Monica, CA 90404
www.SantaMonicaMiniStorage.com

Change your water ...

CHANGE YOUR LIFE
with “Beyond O2” Alkaline Water

Alkaline Water
reverses the

effects of
illness and

leads to:

• increased energy
• anti-aging
• positive mood
• stabilized blood sugars
• weight loss

• better digestion
• lower cholesterol
• clear skin
• disease reversal

(gout, diabetes, etc.)

(310) 664-8880
Beyond O2 Water House

2209 Main St., Santa Monica, CA 90405
Doctor Recommended

FREE
5 gallons of “Beyond O2”

Alkaline Water
Beyond O2 Water

(310) 664-8880
With this coupon.

Not valid with other offers or prior purchases.
*Please bring an empty container for your water or you may purchase a container at the store

www.beyondo2water.com

Home and Office Delivery NOW AVAILABLE!

The Tiffany of Alkaline Water!

F

ERICA WERNER
Associated Press

MARQUETTE, Mich. President Barack
Obama promoted plans Thursday to bring
high-speed wireless to nearly all American
households, pushing his domestic agenda in
a small, snowy city in Michigan’s Upper
Peninsula on a day of dramatic develop-
ments in Egypt.

Obama kept in touch with his security
team throughout the trip and opened his
remarks at Northern Michigan University
with brief comments on the events overseas,
where President Hosni Mubarak appeared
close to resigning. But in a late-night speech
Egypt’s president announced he was trans-
ferring some powers to his deputy. Mubarak
did not step down from office. “We are wit-
nessing history unfold,” Obama said.

He then turned to the importance of
investing in wireless technology, part of a
new White House focus on innovation,
competitiveness and infrastructure as a
pathway to jobs and “winning the future.”
The president compared the goal of extend-
ing wireless access to important successes
that connected previous generations of
Americans: the building of railroads and the
federal highway system.

"For millions of Americans, the railway
hasn’t shown up yet,” Obama said. “For our
families and our businesses, high-speed wire-
less service: that’s the next train station; it’s
the next off-ramp. It’s how we’ll spark new
innovation, new investments and new jobs.”

Obama wants to make high-speed wire-
less available to 98 percent of the population
within five years, a goal he set out in his State
of the Union address.

It’s a lofty aim considering such technol-
ogy is only now being built in major cities by
AT&T, Verizon and others. And it will cost
billions of dollars that Republicans now run-
ning the House signaled they may be unwill-
ing to spend. But the president cast it as cru-
cial for America’s future prosperity and
competitiveness with other nations.

“This isn’t just about faster Internet,” the
president said. “It’s about connecting every
corner of America to the digital age.”

Obama has taken a domestic trip each
week since the Jan. 25 speech to promote dif-
ferent aspects of his competitiveness agenda;
previous trips focused on high-speed rail
and energy efficiency.

Obama’s wireless plan involves increasing
the space available on the airwaves for high-
speed wireless by auctioning off space on the
radio spectrum to commercial wireless car-
riers. The White House says this would raise
nearly $30 billion over 10 years, and the
money could be spent on initiatives that
include $10 billion to develop a national
broadband network for public safety agen-
cies and $5 billion for infrastructure to help
rural areas access high-speed wireless.

Portions of the plan will be in the 2012
budget Obama sends to Capitol Hill on
Monday. Republicans sounded skeptical
Thursday about the proposal, which needs
congressional approval.

Rep. Fred Upton, R-Mich., chairman of
the House Energy and Commerce
Committee, said billions had already been
allocated for broadband services in the 2009
economic stimulus bill. “Before we target
any more of our scarce taxpayer dollars for
broadband, it is critical to examine whether
the money already being spent is having an
impact,” said Upton, who is holding hearings
on the topic.

But Obama’s proposals won applause
from AT&T and other telecom companies.

White House domestic policy adviser
Melody Barnes told The Associated Press
that Obama wants more spending on
Internet broadband because business leaders
and emergency responders have told him
more funds are needed. “We know that this
is the right thing to do,” she said.

Obama chose Marquette for Thursday’s
remarks because the university town of
20,000 overlooking Lake Superior is becom-
ing an example of how the Internet can
bring opportunity and prosperity to far-
flung locales. Numerous local businesses
market online. Northern Michigan
University also has a high-tech wireless pro-
gram, which Obama saw in action, that lets
students and teachers connect with other
classrooms in the region.

CHIP CUTTER &
MATTHEW CRAFT
AP Business Writers

NEW YORK Stocks finished flat on Thursday,
dragged down by Cisco Systems Inc. and
Akamai Technologies Inc. Both issued weak
earnings forecasts, raising concerns about
business and technology spending.

The Dow Jones industrial average ended
an eight-day winning streak, entirely a result
of Cisco’s 14 percent drop. Other indexes
managed slight gains.

Cisco, the world’s largest networking
equipment maker, had the largest fall of the
30 stocks that make up the Dow. The compa-
ny said late Wednesday that its fourth-quar-
ter income slid 18 percent because of lower
sales to government agencies, a problem that
could worsen over the next few quarters.

“Cisco is stumbling,” said Rob Lutts, pres-
ident and chief investment officer of Cabot
Money Management. “When you’re No. 1,
it’s hard to stay there.” Lutts said the weak
results reflect Cisco’s struggle to stay com-
petitive, not necessarily weakness in the
technology industry overall.

Akamai Technologies fell 15 percent after the
company said competitors are forcing it to offer
lower prices for its Web streaming services.
Akamai was the weakest stock in the Standard &

Poor’s 500 index of large U.S. companies.
Whole Foods Market Inc. rose 12 percent

in after the natural foods grocer reported a
79 percent increase in first quarter net
income. It had the biggest gain of any stock
in the S&P 500.

Sprint Nextel Corp. rose 5.7 percent after
the company increased its subscribers under
contract for the first time in about four years.

The Dow lost 10.6 points, or 0.1 percent,
to close at 12,229.29. The S&P 500 rose a
point, or less than 0.1 percent, to 1,321.87.
The Nasdaq composite rose 1.38 to close at
2,790.45.

Rising stocks narrowly outpaced declin-
ing ones on the New York Stock Exchange.
Volume was 1 billion shares.

Stocks traded lower much of the day
despite positive news on jobs. The Labor
Department said 383,000 people applied for
unemployment benefits for the first time last
week, the lowest level in nearly three years.
Economists say applications would need to
fall to 375,000 or below on a consistent basis
before the unemployment rate will decline.

The Commerce Department also report-
ed that businesses at the wholesale level
increased their inventories in December
even though demand for their products
slowed. The hope is that increased demand
will keep factories busy.

Obama pushes universal wireless plan

Cisco, Akamai pull technology stocks lower 



Sports
12 FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2011 We have you covered

SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 61°
SWELL FORECAST
A mix of mostly westerly ground swell and light southern hemi. West facing breaks are looking at
chest to at times head high sets while direct south facing spots see waist to chest high sets. 

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
THE SWELL COMBO SHOULD BACK DOWN, WITH ALL BREAKS WAIST TO CHEST MAX.  

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA

Whether somebody sprains their ankle on
your driveway or accidentally bumps their
head on your new chandelier, you can be
covered. Liability coverage is part of your
homeowner’s, apartment renter’s or per-
sonal liability coverage. We can cover your
business too.

This was our message in the 1970’s...
Some things just don’t change

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEWARK, N.J. A few days after putting a
comment on his Twitter account that he was
cancer free, basketball great Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar said Thursday that it was a “misstate-
ment.”

“You’re never really cancer free and I should
have known that,”Abdul-Jabbar said.“My can-
cer right now is at an absolute minimum.”

The 63-year-old Abdul-Jabbar, a six-time
NBA Most Valuable Player, was diagnosed
with chronic myelogenous leukemia in 2008.
He spoke Thursday at Science Park High
School, after the screening of his new full-
length documentary about the Harlem Rens
basketball team, “On the Shoulders of
Giants.”

“It’s not life-threatening,” he said, “at this
point in my life.”

Abdul-Jabbar said when he was first diag-
nosed with leukemia, he didn’t know what to
think. He feared the worst.

“I thought I might be dead in a few
months,” he said. “I had a good friend (actor
Bruno Kirby) who was diagnosed with
leukemia and was dead within 30 days. I
really had no understanding of what I was
dealing with.”

With the help of a medication called
Gleevec, CML can be monitored better, and
the chances for recovery are improved.
Abdul-Jabbar is a spokesman for Novartis,
the company that produces Gleevec.

"Medical science has made great strides
over the last 20 years,” he said. “People in my
position are able to live their lives to the
fullest. I’m very grateful for that. I’m lucky
that they caught it in enough time, and I’ve
responded well to the medication. If not for
the success that medicine has made, I might
be part of a much different story right now.”

The basketball star turned author wrote a

book about the Harlem Renaissance Big
Five, also known as the Harlem Rens. They
were a basketball team comprised of
African-Americans who fought to be a part
of the game, only to be set back by the
racism that plagued the United States before
World War II. The book chronicles the Rens
as they made their way toward playing in the
first non-segregated championship in 1939
against a team from Oshkosh, Wis.

Abdul-Jabbar’s book became a documen-
tary that was shown to approximately 1,000
Newark high school students on Thursday. A
panel discussion followed.

“The film has all the things I love,” Abdul-
Jabbar said.“It has basketball, jazz music and
the history of African-American people. I
think the film came out really well. I’m
happy with it. I spoke with various educators
and they believed that New Jersey would
benefit from seeing it. It seemed to me that
they were interested in it.”

Perhaps it’s the start of something special
for Abdul-Jabbar.

“The main reason why I did the film is
that it is enabling me to make the transition
from a jock,” he said, “and give me credibili-
ty as a scholar and a filmmaker. I’m going to
continue to make that work.”

Abdul-Jabbar made sure to get his mes-
sage across to the nation’s youth. On
Wednesday, the film was shown to students
at the Schomburg Center in Harlem, where
Abdul-Jabbar grew up.

“You’re the main reason why I did what I
did with this film,” Abdul-Jabbar told the
students. “I want to challenge you to make
Newark and New Jersey a better place. I hope
to read about you doing good things in the
future. So go forth, do your thing and be
successful.”

Abdul-Jabbar has scheduled another
screening next week in Los Angeles.

NBA

Abdul-Jabbar says cancer at ‘minimum’ 

office (310) 458-7737

TELL SANTA MONICA WHAT YOU THINK!
WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Email to: editor@smdp.com or fax to (310) 576-9913
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The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

Strange Brew

Girls and Sports By Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

Homeward bound, Pisces
ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ Pressure builds, as at the last minute there
are unanticipated changes. You could be deceiving
yourself about a money matter. Understand that you
could be giving someone an excuse. Communication
flourishes later. You can and will clear out a problem.
Tonight: Hang with a pal or loved one. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★ Although you believe you are on the cor-
rect course, you do hit obstacles, especially
with a boss, parent or someone you must
answer to. You keep running into the same brick
wall. Try walking around it or jumping over. A
new approach will work. Tonight: Your treat. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)  
★★★ Don't distort a situation by overthinking it.
You could have yourself convinced that your way
is the only way, even if the perceived result is far
from good. Stop with this story and center your-
self. Go for a walk. Late afternoon, you re-ener-
gize and lighten up. Tonight: On top of the world. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★ Zero in on your priorities, as uncomfort-
able as it might be. Listen to what is being shared.
Know what you want. A meeting proves to be
more supportive than a loved one. Clearly, this
person is insecure and frightened. Help him or her
feel better. Tonight: Take some personal time. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★ Pressure builds with a respected person
in your life. Whether there is a distortion in
your perceptions of each other doesn't make a
difference. You can take off your rose-colored
glasses, but you cannot force another person
to do the same. Tonight: Surrounded by fun. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★ You will be challenged to grow past the obvi-
ous and understand what is happening behind the
scenes. Pressure from a daily associate or another
issue keeps building. Clearly there is an element of
confusion or distortion. Tonight: In the limelight. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★ Your ability to relate emerges, though you
might not be seeing certain facts clearly. Your imag-
ination plays out and can be a great source of hap-
piness. The problem is the lack of realism in the long
run. Try to be more grounded with close loved ones,
friends and associates. Tonight: Take off quickly. 

SCORPIO ( Oct 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★ Let others take the lead, rather than have
a conflict. You cannot talk someone out of his or
her idea; therefore, step back. A family matter or
domestic issue might be distracting you more
than you realize. A discussion late today clears
the air. Tonight: With a favorite friend. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ Pressure builds around you. You might have
difficulty accomplishing everything that you want.
Perhaps you need to clear out some confusion
through a conversation. Don't corner anyone. Just
get his or her take on what happened. Tonight: TGIF. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★★ Let your creativity flourish and come
forward. Your way of handling a matter could
change radically as a result of opening up to
some experimenting. You eye success, but be
careful as to how much you choose to spend.
Tonight: Choose something relaxing. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★ You might want to stay close to home if
possible. You have a lot on your mind. Though
you are clear in your mind, you might sound con-
fusing to others. Take some time for yourself as
soon as possible. Break from your routine.
Tonight: Allow your sense of humor to bubble up. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★ Keep expressing your concerns in a mean-
ingful way. You have a sense of confusion or per-
haps a slant on a situation that really doesn't work.
Center yourself and try to clear out any judgments.
Talk to a friend who thinks differently from you but
who you respect. Tonight: Homeward bound.  

This year, you cannot confirm plans and conversations enough. A haze

surrounds you, sometimes making it difficult to communicate. You will

recharge well at home. You often want to stay home or work from home.

Make sure to include some type of stress-buster in your routine. Toward the later half of 2011, you might become more

amorous, delighting a significant other. If you are single, others will sense your intensity and interest. Expect to date a lot.

In any case, you will enjoy yourself during this period. Your creativity flourishes all year. GEMINI brings out the best in you.  

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:HHaappppyy  bbiirrtthhddaayy

By John Deering Speed Bump By Dave Coverly

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(310) 260-1528

Double feature
The Princess Bride &
The Notebook
7:30pm

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street Promenade
(310) 458-6232

Blue Valentine (NC-17) 1hr 54min
5:05pm, 10:15pm

Company Men (R) 1hr 53min
2:30pm, 7:45pm

True Grit (PG-13) 1hr 50min
1:55pm, 4:35pm, 7:15pm, 9:55pm

Rite (PG-13) 1hr 52min
2:00pm, 4:45pm, 7:30pm, 10:10pm

Green Hornet 3D (PG-13) 1hr 48min
1:20pm, 4:10pm, 7:00pm, 9:50pm

AMC Santa Monica 7
1310 Third St.
(310) 451-9440

Gnomeo & Juliet 3D (PG) 1hr 24min
11:30am, 1:50pm, 4:10pm, 6:30pm,
8:50pm

Just Go With It (PG-13) 1hr 50min
11:00am, 2:00pm, 5:00pm, 8:00pm,
11:00pm

No Strings Attached (R) 1hr 50min
11:10am, 1:45pm, 4:30pm, 7:15pm,
10:00pm

Sanctum 3D (R) 1hr 43min
11:05am, 1:40pm, 4:15pm, 7:00pm,
9:45pm

Black Swan (R) 1hr 50min
11:35am, 2:20pm, 5:05pm, 7:45pm,
10:30pm

Justin Bieber Never Say Never 3D (G)
1hr 45min
11:15am, 12:15pm, 2:05pm, 3:00pm,
4:45pm, 5:45pm, 7:30pm, 8:30pm,
10:15pm, 11:15pm

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex
1332 Second St.
(310) 478-3836

Dogtooth (Kynodontas) (NR) 1hr 34min
4:30pm, 9:55pm

Carancho (Las heridas) (NR) 1hr
45min
1:50pm, 7:20pm

King's Speech (R) 1 hour 58 min
1:10pm, 4:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:50pm

Another Year (PG-13) 2hrs 09min
1:10pm, 4:10pm, 7:10pm, 10:10pm

Biutiful (R) 2hrs 27min
1:20pm, 4:40pm, 8:00pm

AMC Criterion 6 
1313 Third Street Promenade
(310) 395-1599 

Roommate (PG-13) 1hr 33min
12:30pm, 3:00pm, 5:30pm, 8:00pm,
10:30pm

Eagle (PG-13) 1hr 54min
10:50am, 1:40pm, 4:30pm, 7:20pm,
10:10pm

Just Go With It (PG-13) 1hr 50min
10:10am, 1:00pm, 4:00pm, 7:00pm,
10:00pm

Mechanic (R) 1hr 40min
2:40pm, 5:15pm, 7:50pm, 10:25pm

Fighter (R) 1hr 54min
11:00am, 2:00pm, 4:55pm, 7:45pm,
10:40pm

From Prada to Nada (PG-13) 1hr
47min
12:05pm

Gnomeo & Juliet (PG) 1hr 24min
10:00am, 12:20pm, 2:40pm, 5:05pm,
7:30pm, 9:50pm

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES

MYSTERY REVEALED!
Reader Mike de Mendoza correctly identified this photo of a mural located at the corner of
Broadway and Cloverfield Boulevard. He will receive a reusable shopping bag from the Daily
Press. Check out Friday’s paper for another chance to play. Send your mystery photos to edi-
tor@smdp.com to be used in future issues. 
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■ A perp wanted on an arrest war-
rant has a powerful incentive to lie
about his ID if subsequently
stopped by police, and sometimes
bluffing with a bogus name works.
However, twice in January, in
Dallas and in Great Falls, Mont.,
perps gave other names, only to
learn that people with those names
were in as much trouble as they
were. Mario Miramontes, 22, want-
ed for parole violation, told an offi-
cer in Dallas that he was his cousin,
without knowing that the cousin
was wanted for sex abuse of a
minor. Jonothan Gonsalez told
police in Great Falls that he was
really Timothy Koop Jr., but Koop
was also a wanted man. 
■ (1) Which Branch Is Best? Dustin
Jakes, 27, an Army soldier, was
arrested for shooting drinking
buddy David Provost, 24, a Navy
sailor, in Florence, Ariz., on
Christmas Day. They argued over
which service was better (and
since Jakes had the gun, the
answer was "Army"). (2) Mark
Richardson, 21, of Oklahoma City is
the most recent con man to seek
caregivers to attend to him inti-
mately as he dresses in a diaper,
feigns autism and claims to require
constant care. Richardson's moth-
er admitted to The Oklahoman
newspaper that her son is "not
your average, everyday, walking-
the-street citizen."

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

ddaaeeddaall
\\  DDEEEE--dduuhhll  \\    ,,  aaddjjeeccttiivvee;;
1. Complex or ingenious in form
or function; intricate. 2. Skillful;
artistic; ingenious.

WORD UP!

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

King Features Syndicate

25  35  36  47  48
Meganumber: 18
Jackpot: $30M

6  7  8  17  41
Meganumber: 7
Jackpot: $8M

7  15  21  22  30

MIDDAY: 9 4 3
EVENING: 8 6 8

1st: 04 Big Ben
2nd: 05 California Classic
3rd: 08 Gorgeous George
RACE TIME: 1:41.04

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

• Fill the grid with the set of given
numbers (1 to 12) to satisfy the
Equa demands (7 to 24) in the shad-
ed boxes. The Equa demands repre-
sent the sum of the digits that you
will insert into the empty squares.

• Each horizontal row has one Equa
demand to satisfy; each vertical col-
umn also has one demand to satis-
fy. Each empty square in the grid
dictates the math operation (addi-
tion +, subtraction -, multiplication
X, and division ÷) that must be per-
formed to meet the demands.

• You must follow the given math
operations for each square and you
must make sure all the numbers sat-
isfy the demands in the shaded
boxes when connected in adjacent
threes and calculated together from
left to right, and top to bottom.

• The numbers you insert into the
grid must satisfy the Equa demands
both horizontally and vertically.

For more games, 
go to www.arithmo.com

TM

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving
Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure
out which numbers are missing.
Then, based on the other numbers in
the row and column of each blank
cell, find which of the missing num-
bers will work. Eliminating numbers
will eventually lead you to the
answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

1953President Dwight
Eisenhower refuses

clemency appeal for Ethel and
Julius Rosenberg.

1953The Soviet Union
breaks off diplomatic

relations with Israel.

1964Greeks and Turks begin
fighting in Limassol, Cyprus.

1964The Republic of China
(Taiwan) breaks off

diplomatic relations with France.

1968Israeli-Jordanian bor-
der clashes.

1971Eighty-seven countries,
including the US, UK,

and USSR, sign the Seabed Treaty
outlawing nuclear weapons in
international waters.

1973Vietnam War: First release
of American prisoners of

war from Vietnam takes place.

TODAY IN HISTORY

A nationally known

financial expert says

many retirees and

boomers who rollover

their retirement sav-

ings accounts make

these mistakes, costing

themselves and their

families thousands of

dollars! They risk their

retirement security,

increasing the chance

they could outlive their

money. This is true

whether they handle

their savings them-

selves, or with help

from a

professional!  Are you

needlessly losing thou-

sands of dollars?  Find
out NOW, Call toll-
free, 800-238-1719 for
a free consultation on
the do's and don'ts of
IRA rollovers and gen-
erating income in
your retirement.
CALL NOW, before
it's too late!

"IRA Rollover
Do's and
Don'ts"
"Retirees and Soon

to be Retired Make

These Mistakes

Losing Thousands

of Dollars"
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For
information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

05 TOYOTA CAMRY
480730A/010990

$14995

05 HONDA ACCORD EX-L
480703A/049114

$14995

10 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
R900532/905673
PREVIOUS RENTAL

$14995

10 CHEVROLET IMPALA
R900535/123663
PREVIOUS RENTAL

$15995

09 NISSAN VERSA HB
480797A/394135

$15995

07 HONDA FIT
480855A/046475

$15995

09 TOYOTA COROLLA
R900548/187334
PREVIOUS RENTAL

$16195

800-614-3020

01 TOYOTA CAMRY LE
306750A/772197

$9998

01 MERCEDES BENZ E320
1000787A/245509

$11789

04 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
1000806/091203

$12900

05 HONDA ACCORD EX
1000793/191611

$13989

07 TOYOTA COROLLA S
306607A/780263

$13998

09 TOYOTA COROLLA LE
R1000859/098397

PRIOR RENTAL
$14899

10 NISSAN VERSA
R1000826/365191

PRIOR RENTAL
$14987

10 TOYOTA COROLLA LE
R1000853/314332

PRIOR RENTAL
$14989

866-966-4553

Miscellaneous
WINE OF the MONTH CLUB! Send the 
gift of wine all year long! 2 Bottles each 
month from award-winning wineries 
around the world. Call 888-682-7982 
and get FREE SHIPPING!  (Cal-SCAN)

Miscellaneous

SHARI'S BERRIES - Mouthwatering 
gourmet strawberry gifts fresh for your 
Valentine! 100% satisfaction guaran-
teed. Delivered nationwide. SAVE 20% 
on Dipped Berries! Visit 
www.berries.com/berries or Call 
1-888-903-2988.  (Cal-SCAN)

Announcements
VONAGE UNLIMITED Calls in U.S. & 60 
Countries! NO ANNUAL CONTRACT! 
$14.99 For 3 Months! Then ONLY 
$25.99/mo. Plus FREE Activation. Call 
877-881-2318.  (Cal-SCAN)

Help Wanted
17 DRIVERS NEEDED! Top 5% Pay! Ex-
cellent Benefits. New Trucks Ordered! 
Need CDL-A & 3 months recent OTR. 
1 - 8 7 7 - 2 5 8 - 8 7 8 2 .
www.MeltonTruck.com  (Cal-SCAN)

ABLE TO TRAVEL. Hiring 8 people. No ex-
perience necessary. Transportation & 
lodging furnished. Paid training. Work 
and travel entire USA. Start today. 
w w w . P r o t e k C h e m i c a l . c o m  
1-208-590-0365.  (Cal-SCAN)

CHURCHILL COUNTY (Fallon, NV) HIRING 
DETENTION SPECIALISTS for Juvenile 
Justice Facility. $15.68/hr. Apply by 3:00 
PM on 3/11/11. Hiring on 7/5/11. 
w w w . C h u r c h i l l C o u n t y . o r g / h r   
(Cal-SCAN)

Company Drivers (Solos & Hazmat 
Teams) * GREAT PAY * GREAT MILES * 
CDL-A Required. We also have dedi-
cated & regional positions available. 
Call 866-789-8947. Swift.  (Cal-SCAN)

COMPANY SOLOS & TEAMS - Western 
US! National Pay for Regional Work! 
Great home time. 1-year OTR or recent 
grad. Hazmat required. 
1-888-905-9879 or 
www.AndrusTrans.com  (Cal-SCAN)

DRIVER - $.33/mile to $.42/mile based 
on length of haul, PLUS $.02/mile safety 
bonus paid quarterly. Van & Refriger-
ated. CDL-A w/3 months current OTR 
experience. 1-800-414-9569. 
www.DriveKnight.com  (Cal-SCAN)

DRIVERS - NEW PAY PACKAGE. Hiring 
Class-A CDL Flatbed Drivers for Re-
gional and OTR Lanes. Solos, O/OPís 
and Teams. Top Pay, Great Equipment. 
1 - 8 8 8 - 8 0 1 - 5 6 1 4 .
www.SystemTrans.com  (Cal-SCAN)

DRIVERS/CDL TRAINING - CAREER CEN-
TRAL. We Train and EMPLOY You. Com-
pany Drivers up to 40K First Year. New 
Team Pay! Up to 48c/mile Class A CDL 
Training Regional Locations! 
1-877-369-7091 www.CentralDriving-
Jobs.net  (Cal-SCAN)

REGIONAL WEST COAST - Up to $0.36 
Per Mile- Company Drivers! Class A 
CDL. 1 year OTR required.  Steady 
freight. Great Benefits.  Apply 
1.888.619.6845 or www.NationalCarri-
ers.com  (Cal-SCAN)

TRAVEL-WORK-PARTY-PLAY 50 states! 
Play in Vegas, Hang in LA, Jet to New 
York! Hiring 18-24 gals/guys. 
$400-$800 wkly. Paid expenses. 

Help Wanted
877.259.6983.  (Cal-SCAN)

Business Opps
ALL CASH VENDING ROUTE! Be Your 
Own Boss! 25 Machines + Candy All for 
$9995. Vend3, 880 Grand Blvd., Deer 
Park, NY. 1- 877-915-8222. Major CC 
accepted!  (Cal-SCAN)

Career Opportunities
GO RENTALS at the Santa Monica Air-
port
The only car rental company catering to 
the private jet industry.
We are looking for a Manager to man-
age and develop the location.
Highly motivated and college degree 
preferred.
Please go to our website at www.gorent-
als.com and click on the "Employment" 
tab to fill an application in online.

For Sale
New condo in Brentwood with beautiful 
view for sale & financing by owner. 3+3 
1/2 “2065 sqft” $899K. Text condo 400 
to 41513 or 714-878-1563

Pets
HORSE SALE! Tulare Agri Center, Febru-
ary 23rd-27th. STOCK Horse Show, 
STALLION Auction & WESTERN Trade 
Show. Online Catalog & Information 
www.nationalstockhorse.com, info@na-
tionalstockhorse.com or (800) 
511-5157.  (Cal-SCAN)

Education
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! Graduate in 4 
weeks! FREE Brochure. Call Now! 
1-866-562-3650 ext. 60 www.South-
EasternHS.com  (Cal-SCAN)

Wanted
WANTED DIABETIC TEST STRIPS. Cash 
Paid. Unopened, Unexpired Boxes Only. 
All Brands Considered. Help others, 
donít throw boxes away. For more infor-
mation, Call 888-491-1168. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Instruction
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from Home. 
*Medical, *Business, *Paralegal, 
*Criminal Justice. Job placement assis-
tance. Computer available. Financial 
Aid if qualified. SCHEV certified. Call 
888-210-5162 www.Centura.us.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

For Rent
522 San Vicente Blvd Santa Monica 
Prime, must see! Large 2 bedroom 2 
bath, fireplace, hardwood floors, Dutch 
kitchen, laundry facility 
$2800.00/month (310) 479-1012

9849 TABOR St.Unit 8, Palms, 
3bdrm/2bath.$1695/mo Stove, fridge, 
carpets, wall AC, ceiling fan blinds, 
balcony, parking, on site laundry no 
pets. (310)578-7512 www.jkwproper-
ties.com

For Rent

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310)869-7901

505 Barrington Ave. #11 2+2,
Brentwood $1775

2110 Bentley Ave. #304, Penthouse 
2+2, loft $2395

505 Barrington Ave. #3 1+1 Pool, 
parking, laundry $1295

WE HAVE MORE VACANCIES ON THE 
WESTSIDE

www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

Mar Vista $995.00 Single w/ kitchen, 1 
Bath, No pets, Stove, Refrig, Dshwshr, 
Parking, 4077 Inglewood  Blvd., # 1, LA 
90066 Open daily 9am-7pm. Additional 
info in Unit. 

MAR VISTA 12450 Culver Blvd. gated 
parking, intercom entry, stove, fridge, 
utilities included, laundry, parking, no 
pets. $975 and up $750 off move-in 
(888)414-7778 www.jkwproperties.com 

MAR VISTA 12610 CASWELL ave.unit 1, 
1bdrm/1ba $1025/mo. stove, fridge, 
time/carpet,floors ceiling fan blinds, 
parking, laundry, no pets. $850 off 
move-in (310)578-7512 www.jkwprop-
erties.com

PALMS/BVRLYWD ADJ. $1295.00 2 
Bdrm, 1-1/2 Baths, NO PETS, stove, 
refrg, parking 2009 Preuss Rd., #11. LA 
90034. Open daily 9am-7pm .Additional 
info in Apt

SM $1500 large 1 bdrm Ari-
zona & Franklin hardwood floors,.re-
modeled kitchen & bath, lots of win-
dows, bright & airy. Spacious closets, 
beautiful yard & garden area. Laundry 
on site, fridge & stove 310-729-5367

SM. ADJ. UNOBSTRUCTED Ocean View 
large 2+2, on top of hill, on private 
drvway. 2 sundecks 2 parking, $1995 
(310)390-4610

Commercial Lease

Small Offices for lease 
$600-$1200/mo. Ocean views  Close 
to 3rd Street Promenade  Authur Pe-
ter (310) 395-2663 ext 101

Real Estate
EXTRA LARGE condo for sale near Wil-
shire Blvd., 2bedroom, Very private, in-
side laundry room, fireplace, breakfast 
area, very spacious. $529,000 Call 
Nooshin (310)498-1090. 1209 Amherst 
Ave. West LA. Open house Sunday 2from 
1pm - 4pm

Land for Sale
EVERYTHING MUST GO! $1,000 an acre. 
Priced less than the developer paid. 90 
minutes north of Phoenix. 36 acres with 
electric, reduced to $36,000. Private, 
peaceful setting, breathtaking moun-
tain views, abundant wildlife. Financing 
available. Saddle Creek Ranch by AZLR. 
1-888-690-8271.  (Cal-SCAN)

Land for Sale
RUIDOSO, NEW MEXICO AREA - 5 acres 
w/city water and city maintained roads 
near small fishing pond and golf 
course. Only $19,900. Financing avail. 
Call NMRS 1-888-791-6136. 
(Cal-SCAN)

WILDERNESS RANCH FORECLOSURE 
$222 Per Month. 40.27 heavily wooded 
acres secluded in scenic N. AZ wilder-
ness setting at a cool-clear 6,800í elev. 
Quiet and peaceful with sweeping views 
from prime cabin sites set amid fra-
grant evergreens and grassy meadows. 
Maintained road access, garden soils 
and abundant groundwater available. 
Borders 1,100 acres of State Trust 
lands. Scenic drive to nearby pioneer 
town services and fishing lake. 
$22,900, $2,290 down. Guaranteed 
seller financing-no escrow fees. Photo 
brochure/maps.  1st United 
800.966.6690 www.ArizonaLand.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

Autos Wanted
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT TO 
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, 
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 
888-902-6851.  (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR: Childrenís Cancer 
Fund! Help Save A Childís Life Through 
Research & Support! Free Vacation 
Package. Fast, Easy & Tax Deductible. 
Call 1-800-252-0615.  (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE! Receive Free 
Vacation Voucher. United Breast Cancer 
Foundation. Free Mammograms, Breast 
Cancer Info www.ubcf.info Free Towing, 
Tax Deductible, Non-Runners Accepted, 
1-888-468-5964. (Cal-SCAN)

Services

Handyman

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

SPECIALISTS IN ALL 
DAMAGE REPAIR

“EXPERT IN GREEN CONCEPTS”

Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

L
IC

#
 8

8
8
7
3
6

Tutoring
MATH TUTORING

20 yrs experienced math teacher  For 
high school. middle school, and college 
students.(310)470-3747

Business Services
ADVERTISING- BEST KEPT SECRET. A 
business card sized display ad 140 
California community newspapers. 
Reach 3 million+ Californians. Cost 
$1,550.$1.33 cost per thousand. Free 
brochure (916)288-6019; 

Business Services
www.Cal-SDAN.com  (Cal-SCAN)

Financial
PAYDAY LOANS up to $1000! Fast & 
Friendly Phone Approvals! No Credit 
Checks! Call Today & Have Your Ad-
vance in 24 hrs. Call Now 
888-443-3217.  (Cal-SCAN)

Notices
Free depression treatment at UCLA for 
teens, adults, and seniors! 
(310)825-3351 www.DepressionLA.com

$5.50 A DAY LINER ADS! 
CALL TODAY (310) 458-7737

R E A D  U S  O N L I N E
smdp.com/localnews
smdp.com/auto
smdp.com/briefs
smdp.com/columnists
smdp.com/cp
smdp.com/crimewatch
smdp.com/entertainment
smdp.com/food
smdp.com/green
smdp.com/health
smdp.com/letterstotheeditor
smdp.com/opinion
smdp.com/parenting
smdp.com/realestate
smdp.com/sports
smdp.com/travel

CHECK US OUT ONLINE
smdp.com/advertising
smdp.com/archives
smdp.com/classifieds
smdp.com/communitylistings
smdp.com/submitevent
smdp.com/contactus
smdp.com/dba
smdp.com/search
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