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NEWS OF THE WEIRD

BY CHUCK SHEPARD

¥

B Police in Denton, Texas, arrested
two teenagers in October and charged
them with robbing two visitors who
were passing through town from
Montana; the victims said they were
on their way to Baton Rouge, La.,
because they needed money and had
read on the Internet that a medical
school would pay $100,000 for testi-
cles.

B The Dutch retirement home
Seniorenpand, in Rotterdam, bills itself
as the world’s only old-age communi-
ty for incorrigible heroin addicts and
has a long waiting list for its few
rooms, according to a December dis-
patch in The Scotsman. (One satisfied
resident bragged that he had some
“pretty good stuff” the night before.)
M Britain’s Office of Communications,
which rules on viewers’ complaints
about TV programs, decided in
November that the on-air, manual col-
lecting of hog semen on the “reality”
show “The Farm” did not violate stan-
dards in that, in the office’s opinion,
the pig did not feel “degrad(ed)” by the
experience.

B Because a British Broadcasting
Corp. employee got a toe trapped in a
revolving door at company offices in
Birmingham (cracking a toenail), exec-
utives in December sent a memo to
the workforce of 800, using stick-fig-
ure drawings, with instructions on how
to walk through the doors.

TODAY IN HISTORY

In 1972, McGraw-Hill Publishing Co.
and Life magazine canceled plans to
publish what had turned out to be a
fake autobiography of reclusive billion-
aire Howard Hughes.

In 1979, followers of Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini seized power in
Iran.

In 1986, Soviet dissident Natan
Sharansky was released by the Soviet
Union after nine years of captivity as
part of an East-West prisoner
exchange.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“Time is really the only capital that
any human being has, and the one
thing that he can't afford to lose.”

THomas ALva Epison
(1847-1931)
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Setting the stage

rooms and faculty offices.

Carpenter Armando Cabo is one of many construction workers building
Santa Monica College’s new $13.1 million Main Stage Theater. When com-
pleted, the 26,000-square-foot facility will include a 280-seat theater, class-

Kim Calvert/Special to the Daily Press

City survey says:
Homelessness
still No. 1 issue

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

Residents are growing increas-
ingly concerned about the large
homeless population that lives in
Santa Monica, a survey released
this week shows.

Forty-five percent of 400 resi-
dents polled named homelessness
as a top issue in Santa Monica, as
opposed to just 33 percent in 2002,
according to results from the tele-

phone  survey, which
conducted by City Hall.

The survey suggests traffic also
has weighed more heavily on resi-
dents in recent years. A quarter of
the residents polled last month
named clogged roadways when
asked to list the two most impor-
tant issues facing Santa Monica.
That number was up over 18 per-
cent in 2002.

was

See SURVEY, page 6

Open meeting law stifles
politicians’ participation

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — Only three of the
seven City Council members will
attend upcoming workshops on
gang violence and future develop-
ment in Santa Monica.

The city’s top leaders this week
criticized a state law designed to
keep government transparent as
having unintended consequences.
The Brown Act precludes full
council participation in workshops
and forums that are not run as tra-
ditional public meetings.

“It seems nuts,” City Council-
man Bob Holbrook said Thursday.
“We can’t attend. We can’t even sit
there and listen. We can’t even be
sitting there, in the last row, gagged,
listening to people.”

Public officials under the Brown
Act are banned from doing the
city’s business behind closed
doors. That means no more than
three of the seven council members
can discuss any one item outside of
a formally noticed meeting. It also
means no more than three council

See BROWN ACT, page 6

Space travelers wonder if industry can fly with regulations

Santa Monica man provided fuel for historic rocket
launch last year in Mojave Desert

BY LESLIE MILLER

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Space entre-
preneurs say they believe they are
on the brink of developing a
vibrant tourism industry, but
worry that government regulation
may stifle it before it can take off.

To prevent that, they have
formed a group, the Industry
Consensus Standards
Organization, to set standards for
space flyers.

Jacquie Banks

“If government regulates safety
aspects of space flyers themselves,
it would be tantamount to killing
the industry,” a group member,
Michael Kelly, said at a hearing
Wednesday of the House
Infrastructure and Transportation’s
subcommittee on aviation.

While acknowledging the
entrepreneurial space flight will be
deadly, Kelly said the industry
needs the chance to learn from its
mistakes.

He predicted the safety standards
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set by space entrepreneurs for rock-
et ships will work as well as the
Underwriters Laboratories’ stamp
of approval on electrical devices.

“We believe the same stamp of
approval will provide the same
level of safety,” said Kelly, who
also is chairman of the Reusable
Launch Vehicles Working Group
of the Transportation Department’s
space advisory committee.

A law signed by President Bush
in December requires that the gov-
ernment license launches of pri-
vately built spacecraft. It also says
the Federal Aviation
Administration may not issue

safety regulations for passengers
and crew for eight years unless
specific design features or operat-
ing practices result in a serious or
fatal injury.

Rep. James Oberstar, D-Minn.,
objects to that approach, which he
said amounts to a “tombstone men-
tality.” Oberstar has introduced a
bill requiring that the FAA include
in its licenses minimum safety and
health standards for spacecraft pas-
sengers and crew.

“We need at least a framework
of safety around commercial space

See SPACE TRAVEL, page 7
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GREAT GIFTS
UNDER $500

LDS & GTS WITTNAUER WATCHES
$395-$450

) THREE STONE DIAMOND PENDANT - $495
14KT GOLD HEART LOCKETS - $195-$245
DIAMOND HUGGIE EARRINGS - $355-$435

HOT DIAMOND DESIGNER LINE -SILVER &
DIAMOND JEWELRY - $68.50 - $220

DIAMOND STUD EARRINGS - $395

RUBY OR BLUE SAPPHIRE PENDANT SET IN WHITE GOLD - $290

STERLING SILVER/18KT YELLOW GOLD BRACELET W/ HEART
CHARM - $145

RUBY EARRINGS SET IN YELLOW GOLD - $450

CUFFLINKS - $95 I 'V

Visit us today and see
the difference family makes.

READERS
EWELERS

EMERAT I

331 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica
2 Hours Free Parking (Behind Store)
310.451.1349 * www.readersjewelers.com
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COMMERCIAUFLEETS SRESIOENTIRUS UTOMOBILETINTING » BOKT

RISEdS DESIRABLE SHADES FOR

. SINCE 1354 EVERYONE'S TASTE

WINDOW TINTING EXPERTS

e Earthquake Protection Film

¢ Rejects 99* of Damaging U.V. Rays
e Save Energy & Reduce Heat

e Scratch Resistant Film

o Tint Removal Service

0
$20 (%E ANY TINT J0B
$60% oR MORE

ASK ABOUT OUR LIFETIME GUARANTEE Lﬂﬂl’ i

BOB GABRIEL INSURANCE

Providing Professional & Personalized Service Since 1936

m Auto Experts

m Life, Disability & Pension

m Homeowners m Commercial & Business

m Workers Compensation m Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies
including MERCURY INSURANCE

California survey shows Mercury Insurance Auto
rates to be the most competetive in this area.

Phone Quotes Available

310.829.0305

2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

We encourage you to visit the Santa
Monica Historical Society Museum —
The Archives of Santa Monica.
1539 Euclid (310) 395-2290
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JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you'll have:

* %k *k-Dynamic Kk kx-Positive **k-Average **-So-so *-Difficult

@ ARIES (March 21-April 19)

%% % You might feel better than you have
in a while, but you are thoroughly challenged by
news, associates and difficult bosses. You might
want to toss your hands in the air, but that won’t
change anything. Settle in, knowing what is pos-
sible. Tonight: Honor your desires.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

@ % You cannot win for losing. Right now
you are best off simply watching what goes down
and maintaining your position. Loosen up and
enjoy what you can. Many factors and people
could be difficult. Your attitude can make or break
you. Tonight: Hide out.

@ GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

%% %% Others mean well, though you
might have a difficult time ascertaining that fact
by what is going on right now. Emphasize your
goals and maintain tunnel vision if you want to
succeed. Others specialize in creating uproar.
Tonight: Do what will make you happy.

@ CANCER (June 21-July 22)

%% Sometimes your message gets
diluted in the actions and events of others’ days.
Right now, you might be very uncomfortable with
what goes down, and might feel a need to do
something differently. All efforts are futile — for
now. Tonight: Work late.

@ LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

%% What appears on your daily path
might encourage you to take the high road. If trig-
gered, ultimately you’ll be best off if you say little
and detach as quickly as possible. Curb a tenden-
cy to act out in anger or be accident-prone.

Tonight: Make your well-being your primary con-
cern.

@ VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

N * % The trust you have for someone
might fizzle into smoke and flames. Actually, the
problem might not be you but rather that this per-
son cannot handle much more. Don’t make deci-
sions based on today’s performance. Everyone is
stressed out. Tonight: Indulge a dear friend.

@ LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 22)

EEY %% %% Your popularity might be soaring,
but controlling the state of events that surround
you is impossible. Pressure comes from different
directions. You might need to focus on a domestic
issue. Concentrate. Tonight: Someone needs to be
easygoing — why not you?

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

N2 K« k% Pace yourself if possible. Observe
a tendency to charge full-blast ahead. You might
not like what you are hearing, but don’t exacerbate
the situation by getting into an argument. Be the
wise Scorp! Tonight: Schedule a massage if possi-
ble.

@ SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

%2 %% %% You might be inordinately playful
and willing to assume a devil-may-care attitude.
The problem might lie in the problems you create
for yourself in the near future. Others appear to be
out of kilter. Tonight: Dance the night away.

@ CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

W% %% You put in your two cents even at the
risk of upsetting someone around you. The prob-
lem might be that this person has a lot more
impact on your life than you can deal with. Be
diplomatic. Tonight: Walk or exercise, but don’t
react.

@ AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

%% You might mean well, but the infor-
mation you ask for could force many of you to
regroup. Anger and frustration mount when dealing
with others. If you can, maintain a low profile. You
could be a lot happier. Tonight: Flex with change.

@ PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

9% %% Expenses incurred will have many a
Fish reeling. Though you might not want to say
“no,” it could be the best action possible. You
could feel as if someone does not appreciate your

efforts. A boss is very difficult. Tonight: Your treat.
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Eric Nash, (second from right) recently won $1,000 in the Westside Rentals Sponsored Half
Court Shot contest. (From left to right) Anthony Yannata, Nash’s mother, Nash and Kevin
Miller. At every home basketball game at Santa Monica High School, Westside Rentals spon-
sors three spectators to attempt a half court shot for the $1,000 grand prize. Nash was the
first winner in two years since the start of the contest.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Historical society highlights Santa Monica’s black history

Daily Press staff

Black history month has arrived.

The Santa Monica Historical Society Museum will celebrate Black History
Month by showcasing a pair of Santa Monican brothers that contributed to the city
in ways still visible today. On Sunday, Feb. 13 the public is invited at 2 p.m. to a
slide presentation to learn about Donald and Vernon Brunson, who were born and
raised in Santa Monica, and also raised their children there.

Admission is free. The museum is located at 1539 Euclid St. Parking is available
behind the museum and at Santa Monica Seafood on Colorado Avenue at 12th
Street. For further information, call (310) 395-2290.

GO0OO0OD THING YOU RECYCLE YOUR PAPER..

CHANCES ARE YOU'RE READING IT AGAIN.

Q’?; Santa Wonica Dailp Press Q’?;
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(s SURF REPORT

Today the
water Is:

Today looks quite similar to Thursday, with a steady flow of
waist-high NW swell, but conditions may very well be
trashed as a storm is expected to move in and bring rain.
Winds could also be problematic. The next noteworthy NW
is being tracked for the 18th.

99°

HIGH TIDES
Morning Height  Evening Height

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing today
at your local break.

LOW TIDES
, > Morning  Height  Evening  Height
SATURDAY N/A N/A 1:228 =172
SUNDAY j2gl6r 2.3 2:04 1.6
MONDAY iRI2e 21.9 244 19
TUESDAY 2508808 115 30344418
WEDNESDAY  2:52 1.2 3:508 1.6
THURSDAY SrA7a. 0 4:35 % 7.1
FRIDAY 342 1.0 435 1.1

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

N<Iy/ /=742
SURF CENTER santa monica

% Core Surf/lifestyle Shop %X

1451 THIRD STREET PROMENADE
IN SANTA MONICA - 310.656.CURL

[ ]
The % LlI'le ALVEVAAATAHARTETRIABAAAAW

There’s a movement afoot to create
as many as five new high schools in
Santa Monica so students can get more
personalized instruction.

Each school would serve 200 to 300
students, which is much better than the
3,500 student population at Santa Monica
High School, education leaders say.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know,
“Is this a good idea? Why or why not?”

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at
5 p.m. and we’ll print your responses in
the weekend edition. Please try to limit
your comments to a minute or less. It
might help to think first about the word-
ing of your response.

Join for free!

50 Initiation Fee and NO CONTRACT

LIMITED OFFER — RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY

Complete fitness facility
EASTON GYM IS YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD GYM

Free parking

1233 THIRD STREET PROMENADE, SANTA 395-4441

g Design a Party with a Slice! A

Specializing in Event Catering, Office Parties and Birthdays

“A slice of NY in your
own backyard.”

— Anthony Dias Blue
Bon Appetit Lifestyle

Lunch/Office Delivery

915 Wilshire Blvd. * 310.451.SLICE (7542)
1622 Ocean Park Blvd. * 310.399.4060

G
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OPINION

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Councilman barking up wrong tree
Editor:

In response to councilmember Kevin McKeown’s response to my letter regard-
ing the council’s irresponsible handling of a proposed “dog beach” (SMDP, Feb. 4,
page 4), I must say that his letter speaks volumes about Mr. McKeown’s mindset
and myopic approach to this and other issues affecting Santa Monica.

While Mr. McKeown is technically accurate while stating that, “we are explor-
ing appropriate means to change state law and/or policy” and, citing the California
Constitution, it is indeed revealing on how the councilman views his position to
change state law just because of a few vocal zealots have captured his imagination,
thus reinforcing his views of a world in which dogs have been elevated to the degree
in which they have clouded the bigger picture of Santa Monica’s, as well as his own
Green Party’s mandate of protecting the environment.

True to form, Mr. McKeown may also be violating city policy by still using the
term, “dog guardian” even though his own council voted not to use the term, which
was also used in the dog beach staff report, in city-related business. While this may,
on its face appear to be nitpicking, it illustrates his zeal in pushing through a pro-
gram which has not even passed simple environmental muster and is rejected by
organizations such as Heal the Bay.

I call upon the citizens of Santa Monica to voice their concern about coun-
cilmember McKeown’s position and that of an unfenced dog beach run that may
negatively affect our beautiful coastline. You may send your complaints by e-mail-
ing them to: council@santa-monica.org. You may also lodge your concerns to the
California State Park Commissioner’s office at Cyndy.Paulsen@resources.ca.gov
and to the California Coastal Commission at coast4u(@coastal.ca.gov.

While Mr. McKeown’s bid for reelection is many months away, his actions now
with a new City Council in place will most definitely set the stage for voter’s mem-
ories when the time comes. And last time I checked, council guardian McKeown,
dogs cannot vote in Santa Monica.

Ben Jacobs
Save the Sand Committee

Free ride in Santa Monica?
Editor:

Santa Monica is truly the home of the homeless ("Homelessness hits home in
SM,” (SMDP, Feb. 8, page 1).

True story: I’'m an administrator at a large, downtown Los Angeles hospital.
Recently a homeless person was presented to our emergency room. He complained
about a number of ailments, none of which we could find any evidence to support
his claims. After a period of time he was ready to be discharged. He refused, unless
we provided him with a taxi voucher to Santa Monica.

Of all the great things Santa Monica is known for, what a black eye that we are
so well known as the top choice among the homeless. Personally, it is the single
thing that degrades my quality of life in what I would otherwise consider paradise.

Ron Yukelson
Santa Monica

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff.
Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis.
It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to
those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author's name and telephone number for purposes
of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica,
90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.
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Bush is not a conservative,
but is fiscally irresponsible

HERE’S THE
THING

BY LARA M. BROWN, PH.D

President Bush sent his $2.57 trillion
budget proposal to Congress this week
amid numerous misgivings from all sides
of the aisle. While some members of
Congress felt it was a starting point, many
were simply perplexed by the president’s
priorities. Most of the dissatisfaction
came from the actual numbers, which
belied unrealistic projections promoted by
the White House as deficit reduction
strategies.

On the one hand, the budget was lean
— nine out of the 15 cabinet agencies
would lose funding under this plan, with
most of the cuts falling in the areas of dis-
cretionary domestic spending. Deficit
hawks and fiscally conservative
Republicans were generally pleased that
the Administration had been so bold in
wielding the ax, though many disagreed
about the specific programs on the chop-
ping block, including farm subsidies and
veteran’s benefits.

On the other hand the proposal was
outrageously generous — the departments
of State, Defense and Homeland Security
all are scheduled to receive billions more
in the next fiscal year. These increases are
on top of significant boosts in spending
over the past few years, making their
cumulative growth rates enormous. The
Department of Defense, if you factor in
the proposed 4.8 percent increase in the
2006 budget, will have grown nearly 40
percent in the past five years.

The president asserts that the restruc-
turing is necessary to cut the waste and to
reposition the federal government to com-
bat terrorism and defend our homeland.
While there may be a need in the post-
9/11 world to reconfigure our operations,
President Bush is not coming clean about
the reason for the ongoing deficits, which
necessitate the spending cuts, or the fact
that his budget proposal will do little for
them.

The largest contributing factor to the
deficits has been the Bush tax cuts, which
shifted more of the tax burden onto the
middle class, away from those who earn
above $200,000 each year. Since 2000,
federal revenues have fallen over 5 per-
cent, while spending has increased by 2.5
percent when both figures are measured
as a percentage of the Gross Domestic
Product. Next year, the tax cuts alone will
cost the government close to $200 billion.
Should they be made permanent, the gov-
ernment is likely to lose over $1.1 trillion
in the next 10 years.

We can ill-afford this policy solution,
especially while conducting a war.
Running deficits and paying interest on
loans only makes operating government
more expensive. There are times when it’s
justifiable. This is not one of them.

The White House’s estimates on how
the budget will reduce the deficits are
almost laughable. Bush has proposed
growing military spending — not includ-
ing the costs of operations in Iraq or
Afghanistan — by nearly $100 billion
over the next five years, from $400 billion
this year to $492 billion in 2010. This
comes alongside his proposal to freeze all
other discretionary domestic spending at
$389 billion over the same period. As was
pointed out in the Washington Post,
“Given expected inflation, this would
mean a cut, in real terms, of 14 percent by
2010 in such areas as housing, environ-
mental protection, education and trans-
portation.”

And this is supposedly how the deficit
will be trimmed in half, down close to
$207 billion, by 2010.

Bush also claims that he is cutting
“inefficient programs” from the books,
but the truth is that he is more liberal than
most Democrats in doling out the public’s
money to his favorite causes. Community
policing, which has been shown to be
successful in reducing crime, is facing a
$22 million cut in funding, while Bush’s
budget proposes to increase by $39 mil-
lion the funding for abstinence education
for youths, which has proved ineffective
at reducing the number of teenage preg-
nancies.

Here’s The Thing:

President Bush is no fiscal conservative.
Just because his budget has the largest
number of cuts since President Reagan’s
1983 proposal does not mean that he is act-
ing in a fiscally responsible manner.

Bush’s overall plan, which doesn’t
include the costs of continuing operations
in Iraq and Afghanistan, the possible tran-
sition costs of his Social Security plan, or
the costs on the revenue side of making
his proposed tax cuts permanent, is more
than one-third larger than the 2001 budget
he inherited just four years ago. It’s the
largest budget proposal ever on record,
and it won’t do anything to reduce the
approximately $400 billion deficit, now
or over the next five years.

Strip away the gimmicks and what you
will find is that President Bush is a spend-
thrift — pretending to be penny-wise, he
is, in fact, pound-foolish.

(Lara M. Brown, Ph.D., is a political
scientist from Los Angeles, and is teach-
ing this semester at California State
University, Channel Islands. She can be

reached at larambrown@aol.com.)
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COMMENTARY

Midevil times:Wearing a
Valentine on her sleeve

PISTACHIO

PERSPECTIVE

BY SUSAN ANN CONNOR

Mickey Machurzak. He was so dreamy
... blond, blue-eyed, Clark Gable protrud-
ing ears. | was smitten. His initials were
written all over the inside of my note-
book. And in secret places, one could find
large hearts with our names engraved side
by side. He was the Brad Pitt of the sixth
grade at [saac Newton School.

For fear I would faint if he got too
close to me, I avoided him in the halls.
Truth be told, there was also another rea-
son. | was already nearly five-foot, seven-
inches tall and towered over his five-foot-
one frame.

Any time we spent together was on our
bikes. “Remain on your bicycle seat at all
times” was my motto. This way I figured
I could escape his realization of how tall I
really was, or how short he really was.
Riding together was our form of dating,
and I didn’t want any awkward angles to
hinder our passion for pedaling.

That is — until I couldn’t take it any-
more. Valentine’s Day was near, and so
was the dance. I had chosen the perfect
Valentine for him. A couple of collies
barking, “I ruff you.” This was a step, but
I needed something more and was deter-
mined to go public with my adoration for
Mickey.

My best friend, Katie, was wild about
Stuart. Stuart and Mickey were best
friends, too. Stuart had told Katie to tell
me that Mickey liked me. And Mickey
told me to tell Katie that Stuart liked her.
With that information, we summoned the
courage to blab our affection for the boys.

I can’t remember whether it was her
idea or mine. But we decided to boldly
embroider our love’s name on the sleeve
of our new Valentine’s dresses. Cupid had
struck, and we were striking back.

Somehow managing to hide my

amorous stitches from my parents, I head-
ed off to the dance in my flats. Once there,
it took Katie and me a while to take off
our coats. We were brave, but not quite as
brave as we thought. After double daring
each other, we finally removed them.
Then I caught Mickey’s eye, and he spot-
ted the sleeve. He smiled. Oh, my.

I was mush. Nothing mattered but
Mickey.

A slow song came on, and he asked me
to dance. I couldn’t speak. But I did nod
affirmatively. All embarrassment of our
height disparity seemed to diminish. As
long as I kept my head tangling over his
shoulder, we actually fit quite nicely as
dance partners. Me and Mickey sitting in
a tree ... how sweet it was.

I was inspired to tell this story after
learning some early history of Valentine’s
Day. Saint Valentine didn’t even come
aboard until approximately the third cen-
tury, and confusion surrounds his exact
biography. However, most accounts agree
he died around Feb. 14 and was the patron
saint of lovers.

The actual origin of Valentine’s Day
comes from Lupercalia, a Roman festival
of love held in February. Young women’s
names were written on “billets” — small
papers — and put in a box. Young men
would draw a name, and the maiden then
became his partner for the festival.

During medieval times in England, the
names were picked in pairs. The two
exchanged gifts and became sweethearts
for a year, each wearing the other’s name
on their sleeve. Thus, my historical con-
nection to the Mickey memory.

My family moved the summer after
that Valentine’s Day, and I often wonder
what happened to Mickey. I never regret-
ted wearing his name on my sleeve and
exposing my feelings. Love at any age is
memorable, but young love has a certain
magic that is unforgettable. Happy
Valentine’s Day!

Lalalala ...

(Susan Ann Connor can be reached at
pistachiocolumn(@aol.com).
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Resident telephone poll
cost City Hall $28K

SURVEY, from page 1

The lack of parking remained a top
concern, with 16 percent of residents list-
ing it as one of the top two issues this
year, or double the number of residents
who said the same when the poll was con-
ducted three years ago.

Also listed by residents as critical
issues facing Santa Monica were exces-
sive growth and overcrowding, which
together accounted for 16 percent of votes
for the most important issue; education, at
12 percent; lack of affordable housing;
and crime, gangs and drugs, according to
the survey results, which were compiled
in mid-January by Goodwin Simon
Strategic Research.

In order to determine the issues most
important to Santa Monica residents, poll-
sters asked what residents’ top concerns
were, but didn’t offer multiple choice
answers.

Homelessness has for at least the past
five years ranked the No. 1 issue in Santa
Monica polls. The fact that resident con-
cern seems to be growing rather than
shrinking despite ongoing efforts to stem
the problem is cause for concern for some
officials.

“The problems aren’t getting solved,” City
Councilman Bob Holbrook said Thursday.

COUNTING VOTES

Only 24 percent of those polled gave
City Hall a positive rating for “spending
money in the right areas and on the right
problems.”

While a third of residents said City
Hall spends too little on homelessness, 17
percent countered City Hall spends too
much. Roughly half of residents surveyed
gave City Hall negative ratings for failing
to adequately enforce laws against agg-
ressive panhandling, and sleeping in parks
and doorways.

Holbrook said he was hopeful the elec-
tion of Bobby Shriver to the City Council
would help reverse that trend. Holbrook
said for years he and like-minded council
members have not been able to affect
change because the council has been con-
trolled by politicians who are more toler-
ant of homelessness.

“With the homeless situation, I feel
very encouraged, because we finally have
four votes to move forward on some very
meaningful stuff,” he said. “I think we’re
turning the corner.”

Shriver campaigned on a platform of
reducing homelessness and since taking
office in December, he has pushed to cre-

See SURVEY, page 8

City Council to attend
workshops in shifts

BROWN ACT, from page 1
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members can attend an informal city meet-
ing or forum.

The issue came up last month before a
major community workshop regarding an
overhaul of the land use element, a docu-
ment that governs development through-
out Santa Monica. It became more con-
tentious this week as City Hall began
planning major forums for addressing
gang violence in Santa Monica, one on
Feb. 26, the other on March 12.

City Attorney Marsha Moutrie, who
routinely advises officials of possible
Brown Act conflicts or appearances of
conflicts, defended her advice at a City
Council meeting this week.

“It is not my interpretation of the
Brown Act, it is what the Brown Act says
explicitly,” Moutrie said. “If the city puts
on a community meeting, a majority can-
not attend without following all the for-
malities of the Brown Act.”

Following the Brown Act to the letter
of the law would mean agendizing the
meetings, holding a formal roll call and
keeping to a structured itinerary for public
input and other procedural matters. Doing
so would threaten the fluid and flexible
format of community workshops, and
may affect the type of input residents
offer, officials argue.

There is an exception to the law in
regards to community meetings spon-
sored by outside groups. City officials can
attend those meetings, as long as they
don’t conduct city business. Though there
was an opportunity to have the upcoming
gang violence forum sponsored by State
Sen. Sheila Kuehl, City Manager Susan
McCarthy said the city opted to keep con-
trol of it.

“Had we not helped to shape the work-

shop, it would not be a hands-on, commu-
nity workshop,” McCarthy said. “It would
have been a talking-heads workshop and I
think it’s going to be good the way it is. |
don’t apologize for making the sugges-
tion, though definitely it’s possible that
we would have suggested something else
had we known” that council members
would be precluded from participating in
the meeting.

In an effort to work around the Brown
Act restrictions and still have council par-
ticipation, members of the council agreed
to attend the meetings in shifts. Mayor
Pam O’Connor will attend the entire Feb.
26 meeting and City Councilman Herb
Katz, who serves as the mayor pro tem-
pore, will be present for the March 12
meeting. The other five council members
will rotate through the meetings so each
can have a turn participating.

“I’m happy to split the shift,” said
newly-elected City Councilman Bobby
Shriver. “It’s very important to me, since
I’m starting out, to attend these.”

To quell the public’s concerns that
elected leaders aren’t vested in the
process, council members asked that it be
made clear that they are forbidden from
attending the meetings.

Moutrie said a note should be included
on fliers advertising the meetings, then
suggested the idea could be taken even
further.

“You know,” she said, “if this gets
really bad for you, and you want me to
show up at the beginning of those meet-
ings for five minutes and hold forth about
the Brown Act, I'll do that, because I cer-
tainly don’t want you criticized for a
process law which is there to protect the
public, and the public’s business being
done appropriately.”
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Santa Monica man
predicts space travel
costs will decrease

SPACE TRAVEL, from page 1

travel,” Oberstar said during the hearing.

Bush has called for NASA to return to
the moon and eventually to send a space-
craft to Mars. Entrepreneurs, meantime,
are working to develop spacecraft that
can take regular citizens into space.

A watershed event was Burt Rutan’s
winning the $10 million Ansari X Prize in
October, which he accomplished by send-
ing his SpaceShipOne rocket plane into
space above Mojave, Calif., twice in five
days.

The X Prize flights followed a historic
June launch in which the craft, funded by
billionaire Paul Allen, became the first
privately developed manned rocket to
reach space.

“The genie is out of the bottle, the fuse
has been lit,” said Santa Monica resident
Peter Diamandis, X Prize founder, said in a
telephone interview. “We are really at the
birth of the personal space flight revolution.”

Elon Musk, chairman of SpaceX, said
in a telephone interview that government
needs to respect the human spirit.

“If somebody understands the risks
and puts their life on the line because they
think it’s worth it, we should applaud
that,” said Musk.

The company in El Segundo, Calif,,
plans to send a $30 million Navy satellite
into space using a small launch vehicle
within the next few months.

FAA chief Marion Blakey agreed that
government oversight of commercial
space enterprises — “astropreneurs,” she
calls them — must evolve along with the
industry.

“It was more than 20 years after the
Wright brothers’ first flight before gov-
ernment regulations concerning aviation
were put into place,” Blakey told the sub-
committee, noting that modern airlines
began with barnstorming aviators.

Last year, the FAA licensed the
Mojave Airport in California as a launch
site as a prelude to the historic
SpaceShipOne flight. Blakey said the
agency also is talking with Oklahoma,
Texas and New Mexico about their
license applications for launch sites.

Starting in 2007, New Mexico’s White
Sands Missile Range will be the site of
the X Prize’s successor, the annual X
Prize Cup, which will be awarded to the
winners of five categories of rocket races.

Diamandis predicts a golden age of
space tourism, where hundreds and possi-
bly thousands of paying passengers will
fly to the edge of space every year.

Four months after Rutan’s rocket dart-
ed into space, British entrepreneur
Richard Branson’s Virgin Galactic com-
pany boasts that thousands of reservations
already have been made for a ride on a
spaceship modeled after SpaceShipOne
— at $200,000 a pop.

Diamandis said the cost of a personal
space flight will fall because today’s
space entrepreneurs run such lean opera-
tions. It took 20 people to support Rutan’s
flight, he said, compared with the 100,000
needed for the space shuttle.

What’s needed for the industry to
flourish, he said, is balance.

“We need reasonable guidelines with
the understanding that this is risky busi-
ness,” he said.

ADVERTISEMENT

11 High Cost Home Inspection Traps
You Should Know About Weeks
Before Listing Your Home For Sale

WESTSIDE - According to industry experts, there
are over 33 physical problems that you will come under
scrutiny during a home inspection when your home is for
sale. A new report has been prepared which identifies the
eleven most common of these problems, and what you
should know about them before you list your home for
sale.

Whether you own an old home or a brand new one,
there are a number of things that can fall short of require-
ments during a home inspection. If not identified and dealt
with, any of these 11 items could cost you dearly in terms
of repair. That’s why it’s critical that you read this report
before you list your home. If you wait until the building
inspector flags these issues for you, you will almost certain-
ly experience costly delays in the close of your home sale or,
worse, turn prospective buyers away altogether.

In most cases, you can make a reasonable pre-inspec-

tion yourself if you now what you’re looking for. And
knowing what you’re looking for can help you prevent lit-
tle problems from growing into costly and unmanageable
ones. To help homesellers deal with this issue before their
home is listed, a free report entitled “11 Things You Kneed
to Know to Pass Your Home Inspection” has been compiled
which explains the issues involved.

To hear a brief recorded message about how to
order your FREE copy of this report, call
1.888.465.4534 and enter ID#1003. You can call any-
time, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Call NOW to
learn how to ensure a home inspection doesn’t cost you
the sale of your home.

This report is courtesy of Steve Matilla, Matilla Realty,
Not intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale.
Copyright ©1997.

Bitch!

Whine!
Ccomplain!

Check Out the Question of the Week on Page 3 and let us hear what you have to say

INFINITI.
THE NEW

Infiniti of SANTA MONICA

1-800-Infiniti

NOW TAKING PRE-ORDERS
ON THE EXCITING ALL NEW 2006

Infiniti

Haven't Found What
You're Looking Eor?

1-800-Infiniti

2005 Infiniti Models In Stock!

-
W —

Infiniti

G35

1-800-Infiniti

www.infinitiofsantamonica.com

900 Santa Monica Boulevard
Santa Monica, CA 90401

Infiniti




Page 8 O Friday, February 11, 2005 0 Santa Monica Daily Press

LOCAL

Official: Homelessness rises with property values

SURVEY, from page 6

ate a special courtroom for homeless offenders, as well as
open a sobering center for public inebriates and trans-
form into homeless shelters three unused buildings at the
Veterans Administration property in West Los Angeles.

City Councilman Richard Bloom, who sits on a
regional board aiming to eliminate homelessness in 10
years, said the situation has worsened due to “years and
years and years of neglect” from nearby communities,
and the state and federal governments.

Bloom said he was glad Shriver has dedicated his
energy to homelessness, but added it was not an entirely
new venture.

“In fact, successive City Councils for many years have
long been concerned about homelessness,” Bloom said

Thursday. “It’s the lack of concern that’s been shown and
the lack of effort that’s been shown elsewhere that’s the
main problem.”

Bloom countered the contention by many in the com-
munity that the city government’s tolerance attracts more
homeless people to Santa Monica.

“I don’t agree that our programs attract more homeless
people to Santa Monica,” Bloom said. “I believe that an
argument can be made that the feeding programs in the
park, which are not city sponsored, have a tendency to do
that. And I think there are a range of other reasons why
homeless people come to Santa Monica.

“We tend to think only about Santa Monica, but as
Santa Monicans we need to think about the big picture
too,” Bloom added.

John Keaveney, founder of New Directions Inc., a
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and Hunger Coalition, a project of Community This year’s
funds are providinggoods and services for the

cold wet weather shelters.

social service provider that helps some 1,200 veterans
and others reassemble their lives annually, called the sur-
vey results startling.

Still, Keaveney said the numbers reflect the fact that
the problem of homelessness has grown more severe in
recent years.

“The cost of housing has increased dramatically,
where people can hardly afford to pay for an apartment,”
said Keaveney, adding all of his programs are running at
capacity. “Most people are still one paycheck away from
being homeless.”

Keaveney also said Westside communities often
receive less money, per person, than high-profile areas
like Skid Row in downtown Los Angeles.

That can be especially difficult for cities like Santa
Monica that attract large numbers of homeless people,
Keaveney added.

“In Santa Monica, they’ve always been benevolent to
the homeless, and other cities are not,” he said. “They
tend to push their homeless towards Santa Monica.”

SM DEMOGRAPHIC

City Hall paid Goodwin Simon Strategic Research
$28,700 to conduct the survey, which included inter-
views with 400 residents.

The cost of the survey also covered polling an extra
150 residents in the Pico neighborhood, and officials
hope to use the results from those interviews, which had
not been released by Thursday, in a Feb. 26 forum on
gang violence.

The community-wide survey showed that residents
overall are satisfied with the job done by City Hall. More
than 80 percent said they were either very or somewhat
satisfied with “the job the city of Santa Monica is doing
to provide city services.”

Those numbers dropped among elderly residents and
those most familiar with City Hall.

“The survey finds slightly lower satisfaction among
older residents, long-time residents of the city and those
who have been in contact with city departments,” the
report reads.

City Hall’s planning department received the lowest
marks for responsiveness, while the police department
was ranked as being most responsive, according to the
survey. The city failed to earn a majority of positive
marks in several areas, including providing youth ser-
vices, arts funding, early childhood education, keeping
traffic flowing, and enforcing zoning and building laws,
along with airport noise limits.

Noteable differences also emerged along lines of sex
and gender, and in other areas.

“Thirty-eight percent of men over 50 and 32 percent
of women under 50 said city departments were not
responsive, compared to 15 percent of men under 50 and
19 percent of women over 50,” the survey said.

Residents were split over whether City Hall was doing
a good job of addressing neighborhood concerns, with 45
percent rating the city’s job as excellent or good, and 39
percent rating its job as fair or poor, the survey shows.
Those numbers continued a downward trend over the
past five years in how residents rate City Hall’s attention
to neighborhood concerns.

Half of the residents polled said they held down full-
time jobs and 70 percent said they did not have children
living at home. More than half of those polled lived in
apartments, with nearly 30 percent in single-family
homes and 17 percent in condominiums.

Nearly a quarter of the people surveyed reported earn-
ing more than $100,000, with 17 percent taking home
less than $20,000. However, almost a third of those
polled declined to state their earnings.

The survey covered each major neighborhood in Santa
Monica, with 24 percent of those polled living in the
Mid-City area, 25 percent in Ocean Park or Sunset Park,
12 percent north of Montana Avenue, 30 percent in the
Wilshire-Montana area and 7 percent living downtown.

Do you have
community news?

Submit news releases

Email to: sack@smdp.com or
fax 310.576.9913
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Gov. touts education; critics turn up the volume

BY JENNIFER COLEMAN

Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO — While education officials are bad-
gering Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger about a stagnant
schools budget, the governor and Republican lawmakers
have been touting an area where more money is being
directed — career and technical education.

Schwarzenegger’s 2005-06 budget plan calls for a
one-time $20 million investment to ease the transition
from high school to community college programs that
prepare students for technical jobs, such as auto repair
and culinary arts, said H.D. Palmer, spokesman for the
Department of Finance.

But the governor’s plan to give $20 million in extra
money for vocational education, something on which
there’s virtually unanimous bipartisan support, is viewed
by education groups as a smoke screen. By emphasizing
vocational education, they say, Schwarzenegger is paper-
ing over what they call a broken promise to schoolchild-
ren.

“The strategy appears to be to take a rather insignifi-
cant investment in one small program and use that to hide
behind while releasing a budget that will be the most dev-
astating assault on school funding public education has
ever seen,” said Kevin Gordon, president of School
Innovations and Advocacies, which represents public
education groups.

A cadre of Republican Assembly members held a
press conference Tuesday to praise Schwarzenegger’s
push to improve work force training. The following day,
President Bush announced that he wanted to cut $1.2 bil-
lion in vocational education money and funnel that
toward high school testing — something California
already does.

Schwarzenegger told KGO radio Wednesday that
restoring the federal vocational education money would
be on his agenda when he travels to Washington next
week.

Schwarzenegger’s budget proposal calls for $36.5 bil-
lion for public education — just enough to keep up with
enrollment growth and cost-of-living adjustments. It
shifts money from schools to fill other gaps next year and
proposes a constitutional spending cap that could hurt
schools in the future.

But the plan drew howls of protest from former
Schwarzenegger allies — the powerful education lobby.
Several of the largest players have formed a coalition to
counter Schwarzenegger’s plan, releasing a new ad cam-
paign Wednesday that claims the governor is breaking
his promise to protect school funding.

The state collected more money this year than expect-
ed, and education groups say they are entitled to a share
of that — totalling $2 billion for this year and next —
under Proposition 98, the voter-approved funding guar-
antee for schools. Last year, education groups agreed to
give up $2 billion they were due under Proposition 98 in
order to close the budget defict.

That money will be repaid over several years, but edu-
cation leaders said they should get the extra money now.
The Schwarzenegger administration disagreed, saying
the unanticipated revenues should go to other parts of the
budget, an understanding included in the current budget.

Schwarzenegger has denied breaking his promise and
points out that spending would rise by $2.9 billion over
the current year and covers expected increases in enroll-
ment and inflation.

“That kind of an increase in that kind of fiscal envi-
ronment speaks to the commitment the governor has to
education,” Palmer said.

The governor’s interest in career and technical educa-
tion, also known as vocational education, is welcomed,
said Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack
O’Connell.

“l wholeheartedly welcome his assistance,”
O’Connell said. “It’s something I’ve been working on for
over a year.”

O’Connell spent the last year trying to move voca-
tional education’s image out of the dusty recesses of high
school woodshops and into the real world.

“Jobs today require more problem-solving skills, more
technology skills,” O’Connell said.

In the last year, he has doubled number of vocational
education courses that meet the requirements for admis-
sion to the state’s two university systems. And next
month he will present the final draft of new standards for

career-technical education.

Schwarzenegger’s support is helpful, but $20 million
doesn’t stretch far in a state the size of California, said
Assemblywoman Jackie Goldberg, D-Los Angeles.

“The $20 million is a good idea, but not when you’re
looking at cuts in basics at the schools,” said Goldberg,
who is the chairwoman of the Assembly Education
Committee. “The other problem is that $20 million in a
state like California is nothing.”

The administration recognizes that the money is just a
start toward improving vocational education, said Anne

McKinney, assistant secretary for higher education.

“Whatever the number is, it’s not enough,” McKinney
said.

But it gets the conversation started about programs
and students that have been “largely ignored” while law-
makers focused on preparing 384,000 students for col-
lege, said Assemblyman Mark Wyland, R-Del Mar.

“We’re losing kids in school who don’t want to read
Shakespeare and do calculus,” he said. “They can sit
through those classes if they have the chance to do some-
thing else during the day.”
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Entertainment

What'’s playing

By Dan Dunn
Special to the Daily Press

THE WEDDING DATE

Why do fools fall in love? Maybe for
the same reason they make half-
baked chick flicks ... cuz some people
never learn.

Starring: Debra Messing, Dermot
Mulroney

RORY 0’SHEA WAS HERE
Dramatically charged, funny, and
most of all uplifting, This is the first
best movie of 2005.

Starring: Steven Robertson, James
McAvoy

HIDE AND SEEK

What is, for a solid 80 minutes or so, a
pretty hair-raising and suspenseful
thriller, falls apart more quickly and
embarrassingly than a drunken “Real
World” cast member.

Starring: Robert DeNiro, Dakota
Fanning

ALONE IN THE DARK

A deliriously-edited special-effects
cannonade featuring a once-semi-
respectable movie star slogging
through a morass of detritus left over
from seemingly every bad scii flick
ever committed to celluloid.

Starring: Christian Slater

ARE WE THERE YET?

Ten minutes into this hapless family
comedy, you'll be wishing you were
anywhere but there.

Starring: Ice Cube, Nia Long

COACH CARTER

Succeeds thanks to an inspirational
story, some highly realistic and excit-
ing basketball action, and a winning
performance from Samuel L. Jackson.
Starring: Samuel L. Jackson, Rob
Brown, Ashanti

THE AVIATOR

The second-best biopic Scorsese has
helmed, behind the exalted “Raging
Bull.” DiCaprio’s portrayal of Hughes
stands out as the finest work of his
career.

Starring: Leonardo DiCaprio, Cate
Blanchett

LEMONY SNICKET’S A SERIES OF
UNFORTUNATE EVENTS

Inspired adaptation of the wildly pop-
ular kids’ book series that ‘tis a hell of
a lot more naughty than nice.
Starring: Jim Carrey, Meryl Streep

SPANGLISH

James Brooks is one of the best in the
business at harvesting fresh perspec-
tives on the human condition.
Starring: Adam Sandler, Tea Leoni

MILLION DOLLAR BABY

At its core, this is a heart-wrenching
story about overcoming impossible
odds and realizing dreams.
Starring: Hilary Swank,
Eastwood, Morgan Freeman

Clint

FLIGHT OF THE PHOENIX

This one’s all about the action and the
actors have grasped that and have fun
with it.

Starring: Dennis Quaid, Giovanni
Ribisi

THE LIFE AQUATIC WITH STEVE
ZISSOU

Filmmaker Wes Anderson’s fourth
feature is the ne plus ultra of whimsi-
cal cerebration, and fans of his work
will no doubt be lifted into the
empyrean.

Starring: Bill Murray, Angelica
Huston, Owen Wilson, Cate Blanchett

OCEAN’S TWELVE

When taken — nottoo seriously —asa
pastiche of beautiful people, exotic
places, groovy tunes, and loosely
comic set pieces, this sequel is a
snazzy delight.

Starring: Julia Roberts, Brad Pitt,
George Clooney, Catherine Zeta-Jones

‘Deepthroat’ goes
deep into cultural
history of sex

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

In June of 1972, “Deep Throat,” a screwy $25,000
skin flick about a fellatio virtuoso with a wildly mis-
placed sex organ, was released at a theater in midtown
Manhattan. Made on the fly in

Miami by a group of amateurs led by
an erstwhile hairdresser named

Review

Gerard Damiano (aka, Jerry Gerard),
the film would go on to gross $600 million, turn its star,
Linda Lovelace, into an internationally-known sex sym-
bol, and ignite a turbulent ideological war that is still
being waged today. Thirty-three years after “Deep
Throat” swallowed America, acclaimed documentarians
Fenton Bailey and Randy Barbato (“The Eyes of Tammy
Faye”) offer a provocative, highly entertaining look
inside the phenomenon and the indelible impression it
made on the cultural landscape. Whichever side of the
censorship argument you come down on, you’ll likely
find “Inside Deep Throat” illuminating.

In addition to getting the inside scoop straight from
the mouths of Damiano, star Harry Reems, and a host of
others involved in the making and distribution of the
film, Bailey and Barbato enlist provocateurs and pundits
such as John Waters, Camille Paglia, Erica Jong,
Norman Mailer and Gore Vidal to help bring the chain
reaction it caused into focus. Archival footage of a Nixon
administration-led witch-hunt that led to Reems being
brought up on Federal obscenity charges is bolstered by
a telling testimonial from the zealous southern prosecu-
tor who to this day believes “Deep Throat” to be a
hideous blight on our society. Dennis Hopper is effective
in a sparingly used role as the film’s narrator.

Perhaps most compelling are the stories of the impact
the movie had on the lives of the principals. After beat-
ing the obscenity rap on appeal (after Nixon was ousted
from office) Reems wound up homeless and drug addict-
ed, only to be born again as a real estate salesman in Park
City, Utah. After her initial 15 minutes were up,
Lovelace became an anti-porn crusader, claiming her
experience making the film was tantamount to rape.
Years later, broke and in her 50s, she had a change of
heart and posed nude for a magazine in the hopes of
reviving her career. She died in car accident shortly
thereafter.

(Rated NC-17, for explicit sexual content. Running
time: 90 minutes)

‘Hitch’ more than
a romantic comedy

BY DAN DUNN

Special to the Daily Press

Will Smith and “The King of Queens” star Kevin James both earn their place atop
the marquee in this surprisingly pleasant romantic comedy from director Andy Tennant
(“Sweet Home Alabama”). It’s surprising given the early February release (normally a

time for Brittany Murphy and Stephen Dorff films to die at the box
office), and because the ubiquitous film trailer, in which True Love
transforms Smith’s smooth operator into a bumbling idiot, isn’t all

Review

that funny or representative of what “Hitch” is really about.

Alex “Hitch” Hitchens is a notorious and deliberately anonymous New York City
“date doctor” who makes a pretty penny coaching bashful fellas on the art of wooing
unforgettable women. His biggest challenge yet arrives in the form of an unassuming,
overweight accountant named Albert (James) who’s hopelessly in love with one of his
clients, the gorgeous Allegra Cole (Amber Valletta). Allegra’s very famous for her
looks and money — think Paris Hilton, only a heck of a lot more down-to-earth — but
clearly not so unattainable to deter Hitch, who has yet to meet the mismatched pair he
couldn’t hitch (clever name-play, eh?) As usual, Smith is the consummate charmer, and
here he pretty much has everyone in the film and audience in the palm of his hand
before the opening titles finish rolling. He and James make a good team and hit all the
right comedic notes working with very funny material courtesy of first-time screen-
writer Kevin Bisch, a former “Details” magazine editor with a genuine feel for his char-
acters’ stylish stomping grounds. Rounding out the cast in fine form is Eva Mendez
(“Training Day”) as the feisty gossip columnist who gives the date doctor a bad case
of lovesickness that leaves him questioning his own sure fire methods.

(Rated PG-13 - for language and some strong sexual references. Running time: 115
minutes)

‘Bridge and Prejudice’ a perfect marriage

BY DAN DUN
Special to the Daily Press

The term “Bollywood” was coined in reference to India’s robust film industry,
and a cinematic style that incorporates a rainbow of bright colors, lively dance

Review

work of Brit lit, Jane Austen’s “Pride and Prejudice.”

For Anglo audiences, the social conventions that drive the plot may seem
quaint: In the tiny village of Amritsar, a meddlesome mother is determined to
marry off her four daughters to well-heeled suitors. The most willful of the excep-
tionally beautiful brood is Lalita, played by Bollywood’s most popular female
star, Aishwarya Rai. This is Rai’s first go-round in English-language film and as

numbers, clean-cut comedy and, above all, hokey love stories
seemingly into every epic the prolific Eastern filmmakers
produce (about 800 titles a year). With “Bride & Prejudice,”
writer-director Gurinder Chadha (“Bend it Like Beckham”)
scores a lightweight hit by combining the spectacle of B’wood with a classic

a result her delivery is just a bit stiff, but she is truly one of the world’s great

beauties and there is no doubt that American audiences will be captivated by her. Martin Henderson (“The Ring”) certainly is. The New Zealander
plays an American hotel magnate who goes ga-ga for Lalita, and while he’s clearly not a seasoned song and dance man, he does just enough to
keep up with his more accomplished counterparts. Chadha’s color-splashed, almost immaculate portrait of Indian life is glorious (and an affront to
cultural purists), and the musical numbers are great fun. Nitin Ganatra is a scene-stealer as an inelegant California transplant who returns to his

native land hoping to land a trophy wife.

(Rated PG-13, for some sexual references. Running time: 111 minutes)
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CHAM CHAM COSMO

VD day cocktails served up in the name of love

THE
IMBIBER

BY DAN DUNN

Love is in the air this week and, boy,
doesn’t it stink to high heaven? OK, so
with Valentine’s Day looming your
Imbiber freely admits to being jaded ...
mainly because I’ve just been jilted by a
gal-pal who simply could not get comfort-
able with the notion that for me, excessive
alcohol consumption isn’t the debilitating
affliction it may appear to be. On the con-

trary, it’s an exciting, lucrative CAREER,
albeit one that has exacted a heavy toll on
my liver and bank account. So I'll be
drinking at home alone on V-Day, but for
those lucky enough to be getting lucky
Monday night, below are two cocktail
recipes sure to help set hearts afire.

The first, “The Beer-tini,” is adapted
from a recipe I stumbled upon at a hotel
bar in Bisbee, Ariz., and combines the
crisp freshness of beer with the fashion-
able fruitiness of flavored vodka. Believe
it or not, the pairing works quite nicely —
not something I’d add to my regular cock-
tail regimen, mind you, but certainly an
interesting new wrinkle. Next up is the
“Cham-Cham Cosmo” which is, with

champagne, Triple Sec and Chambord in
the mix, sweeter than your very first kiss.
And no need to thank me for the tips,
lovebirds, I'm simply doing my job:

THE BEER-TINI

1.5 oz. Stoli Ohranj

loz. orange juice

1.5 oz. draft domestic beer

2 fresh orange wedges

1 orange slice

Chill a martini glass. Combine Stoli
Ohranj and orange juice in an ice-filled
shaker. Pour beer into the martini glass and
squeeze wedges of orange into beer. Add
strained vodka. Garnish with orange slice.

Half-shot Chambord liqueur

One-and-one-quarter shot citrus vodka

Half-shot shot triple sec

One shot cranberry juice

An eighth of a shot of freshly squeezed
lime juice

Top with Piper Heidsieck Rose
Sauvage champagne

Shake first five ingredients with ice
and strain into a champagne flute.

(E-mail questions, comments or sug-
gestions  for  the  Imbiber  to
ddunn@metro.us)

BY STEPHEN HUNT
Special to the Daily Press

While Chinese films such as
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon,
Hero and House of Flying Daggers
have become such a dominant sub-
genre that North

American movie
audiences tend to

Review

think they repre-
sent all Asian cinema, a new genera-
tion of young Japanese filmmakers
such as Hirokuzu Kore-Eda and Naomi
Kawase are making films that owe
their inspiration to Dogma 95, John
Cassavettes and the films of Mike

Leigh.
Kore-Eda’s  latest,  “Nobody
Knows,” which opened in New York

on Feb. 4 and Los Angeles on Feb. 11,
was shot on digital video, features
sparse dialogue, urban Japanese
cityscapes that owe a debt to Volker
Schlondorff, and long, virtually impro- : S
vised scenes featuring a posse of Japanese children between 3 and 15 years old “Nobody Knows” is to Flying Daggers what Bukowsk1 is to W H.
Auden: They’re both poets, but the similarities end there.

Kore-Eda, 41, who developed his distinctive style shooting documentaries for Japanese television, was in Toronto last September for the Toronto
International Film Festival to talk about “Nobody Knows.”

“I would say no other movies came to mind when [ was making this film,” Kore-Eda said, in response to a reporters’ observation that “Nobody
Knows” didn’t seem very Japanese at all.

“I was just trying to weave together a story through the performances of the children. In point of fact,” Kore-Eda added, “especially in the sec-
ond half, there’s very little dialogue which is quite a departure for Japanese children’s films — so many Japanese have said it doesn’t feel like a
Japanese film either — and some French critics have said it feels French.”

Not coincidentally, Kore-Eda is something of a French critical darling. His 1995 debut, “Maborosi,” won the Camera d’Or for Best New Director
at Cannes. His third film, “Distance” was a finalist for the Palm d’Or and “Nobody Knows” won the 2004 Best Actor at Cannes for 14-year-old
Yuya Yagira’s portrayal of the oldest son Akira.

“Nobody Knows” begins when a young Japanese woman and her teenage son Akira move into a new apartment. As soon as they get inside, the
story takes a twist when the luggage turns out not to contain personal belongings, but rather three more young children. As the eldest helps the
youngest out of his luggage, his first question reveals a matter-of-factness about the facts of this family’s life that is heartbreaking in its simplici-
ty. “Was it hot?” he asks. This is followed by their mother issuing a straightforward declaration of the house’s one unbreakable rule: Pointing to
the three little children, she says, “You don’t go outside.” Shortly thereafter, she disappears, abandoning them in order to pursue a singing career.

“Nobody Knows” originated out of an actual event and Kore-Eda’s own personal memories of childhood.

“I wasn’t abandoned as a child, but remember the anxiety of waiting for a parent to come home, the loneliness of walking home alone after
you’ve fought with your friends, plus the (cast of) fantastic kids, watching them and seeing a scene that would play well — a combination of all
that,” he said.

For all its international sensibilities, “Nobody Knows” can hardly be considered commercial. Not only is it in Japanese and close to two and a
half hours long, but Kore-Eda’s storytelling is almost obsessively haphazard: The film simply seems to land in the midst of the everyday struggles
of a group of Japanese children who have been abandoned by their mother. Also, in a film world where class struggle seems to have been resolved
by eliminating everyone but the upper and upper-middle class from them, “Nobody Knows,” like the films of Mike Leigh, is set among the urban
underclass.

However, the film somehow still manages — in the manner of other similarly-themed films about abandoned children such as Hector Babenco’s
Pixote and Mira Nair’s Salaam Bombay — to fluidly combine the innate playfulness and sweetness of childrens’ game playing within a heart-
breaking scenario of child abandonment and urban ennui.

“I think that for both myself and the cameraman (Yutaka Yamasaki), our goal was to get the audience to cherish the children in front of us that
we were watching,” Kore-Eda said. “Every scene was story-boarded and the dialogue written in advance, but the truth is the dialogue was very
much based on their natural language written at play,” he adds, explaining both his methodology and his gift for coaxing extraordinary perfor-
mances out of untrained actors. The Japanese film industry — unlike China’s — has been moribund for several years now. Japanese independent
films such as those made by Kore-Eda and his protégés Yusuke Iseya (Kakuto) and Miwa Nishikawa (Wild Berries) are as likely to be ignored in
Japan as they are to go undistributed in the U.S. Yet, much like the children in “Nobody Knows,” Kore-Eda remains undeterred — as if the very
act of making his brand of films is a game in itself.

“And there were times,” he added, as if he had somehow claimed too much credit from his cast and wished to make amends,
them at play.”

“when I just shot
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MATILLA REALTY INC.

ERA Real Estate has bheen
named the recipient of the
2004 J.D. Power Award for
“Highest Overall Satisfaction
Among National Full Service
Real Estate Firms.”

Great Income Property At The Beach

Highly upgraded duplex with wetland, city and mountain views. Unique mixed-
use property is zoned C-2, just 4 blocks from beach. Live in one unit and run
your business in the other. 4-car enclosed parking. Move up to this property
and we will guarantee the sale of your current property.

Offered at $1,475,000

Call ERA Matilla Realty, Steven Matilla » 310-305-8000x101
Co-Listed with RE/MAX Call Bruce Kasper ¢ 310-745-3444

Bright and Sunny at Marina Gateway

Enchanting views and serene city
lights enhance the elegant sophistica-
tion of this uniquely upgraded and
well-maintained unit. This is a large
comfortable home with extra storage.

Offered at $335,000

Call ERA Matilla Realty, Thomas
Corte  310-305-8000x112

5000 S. Centinela #225

Duplex on the Sand!

6935 Trolleyway St., Playa del Rey
4Bdrms + 2Bths upstairs; 2,300 sq.
ft., 3 Bdrm + 1bth downstairs, Great
Rents. Interested in property like this?

Call ERA Matilla Realty
Steve Matilla e 310-305-8000 x101

Enchanting Garden Estate with Guest House
This property is located on a huge 1.126 acre
lot; the 2871 sq.ft. 3 bdrm, 2 3/4 ba. home
features a formal dining area, hardwood
floors, recessed lighting, 2 firplaces, central
) i ac/heat, and updated kitchen appliances.

Offered at $ $1,985,000

Call ERA Matilla Realty, Thomas
Corte  310-305-8000x112

1104 Rancho Road Arcadia, CA

Join us for the 3rd
Annual ERA Golf Classic

To benefit the Muscular Dystrophy Association
Thursday March 10, 2005 Green River Golf
Club (Corona)

Contact Steve Matilla (310) 305-8000

AT
HEE
ERA

“We sell it or we buy it”
www.matillarealty.com ¢ 310.305.8000

STATE

Parents protest school mandate
that students wear radio ID tags

BY LISA LEFF

Associated Press Writer

SUTTER, Calif. — The only grade school in this rural
town is requiring students to wear radio frequency iden-
tification badges that can track their every move. Some
parents are outraged, fearing it will rob their children of
privacy.

The badges introduced at Brittan Elementary School
on Jan. 18 rely on the same radio frequency and scanner
technology that companies use to track livestock and
product inventory.

While similar devices are being tested at several
schools in Japan so parents can know when their children
arrive and leave, Brittan appears to be the first U.S.
school district to embrace such a monitoring system.

Civil libertarians hope to keep it that way.

“If this school doesn’t stand up, then other schools
might adopt it,” Nicole Ozer, a representative of the
American Civil Liberties Union, warned school board
members at a meeting this week. “You might be a small
community, but you are one of the first communities to
use this technology.”

The system was imposed, without parental input, by
the school as a way to simplify attendance-taking and
potentially reduce vandalism and improve student safety.
Principal Earnie Graham hopes to eventually add bar
codes to the existing ID’s so that students can use them
to pay for cafeteria meals and check out library books.

But some parents see a system that can monitor their
children’s movements on campus as something straight
out of Orwell.

“There is a way to make kids safer without making
them feel like a piece of inventory,” said Michael
Cantrall, one of several angry parents who complained.
“Are we trying to bring them up with respect and trust, or
tell them that you can’t trust anyone, you are always
going to be monitored and someone is always going to be
watching you?”

Cantrall said he told his children, in the 5th and 7th
grades, not to wear the badges. He also filed a protest let-
ter with the board and alerted the ACLU.

Graham, who also serves as the superintendent of the
single-school district, told the parents that their children
could be disciplined for boycotting the badges — and
that he doesn’t understand what all their angst is about.

“Sometimes when you are on the cutting edge, you get
caught,” Graham said, recounting the angry phone calls
and notes he has received from parents.

Each student is required to wear identification cards
around their necks with their picture, name and grade and
a wireless transmitter that beams their ID number to a
teacher’s handheld computer when the child passes under
an antenna posted above a classroom door.

Graham also asked to have a chip reader installed in
locker room bathrooms to reduce vandalism, although
that reader is not functional yet. And while he has
ordered everyone on campus to wear the badges, he said
only the 7th and 8th grade classrooms are being moni-
tored thus far.

In addition to the privacy concerns, parents are wor-
ried that the information on and inside the badges could
wind up in the wrong hands and endanger their children,
and that radio frequency technology might carry health
risks.

Graham dismisses each objection, arguing that the
devices do not emit any cancer-causing radioactivity, and
that for now, they merely confirm that each child is in his
or her classroom, rather than track them around the
school like a global-positioning device.

The 15-digit ID number that confirms attendance is
encrypted, he said, and not linked to other personal infor-
mation such as an address or telephone number.

What’s more, he says that it is within his power to set
rules that promote a positive school environment: If he
thinks ID badges will improve things, he says, then
badges there will be.

“You know what it comes down to? I believe junior
high students want to be stylish. This is not stylish,” he
said.

This latest adaptation of radio frequency ID technolo-
gy was developed by InCom Corp., a local company co-
founded by the parent of a former Brittan student, and
some parents are suspicious about the financial relation-
ship between the school and the company. InCom plans
to promote it at a national convention of school adminis-
trators next month.

InCom has paid the school several thousand dollars
for agreeing to the experiment, and has promised a roy-
alty from each sale if the system takes off, said the com-
pany’s co-founder, Michael Dobson, who works as a
technology specialist in the town’s high school. Brittan’s
technology aide also works part-time for InCom.

Not everyone in this close-knit farming town north-
west of Sacramento is against the system. Some said they
welcomed the IDs as a security measure.

“This is not Mayberry. This is Sutter, California. Bad
things can happen here,” said Tim Crabtree, an area parent.
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anniversary of Pluto’s discovery
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Associated Press Writer Plllto by the numbers
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By The Associated Press

FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. — Clyde Tombaugh might have

missed it had he been a little less attentive as he stared A look at Pluto by the numbers:
through an eyepiece while switching back and forth 249 — The number of years it takes Pluto to orbit
between photographic images of the night sky. the sun.

A recurring speck on two successive images that also 9 — Pluto’s place among planets in the solar sys-
contained perhaps another 300,000 dots — pinprick-  tem, except when it crosses Neptune’s orbit and tem-

sized images of stars and other space objects — was all porarily becomes No. 8.
the evidence there was that Tombaugh was on to some- 75— The number of years since Pluto was spotted

thing extraordinary. by Clvde Tombaugh i T
But it was enough. Tombaugh knew he was getting Y 4 1 The numbi r. of terrestrial, or rocky, planets: B U pa

the first vi f the sol tem’s ninth planet. He had
di:c;flserg(llel\;‘iuoto. © solar system s ninth planet. He fa Mercury, Venus, Earth and Mars. And the number of

It has been nearly 75 years since Tombaugh first spotted gaseous planets: Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune.
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S . . : * Medit -Styl « Gourmet Kitch
the tiny icy planet on Feb. 18, 1930, and since then Pluto’s .1,000 — Approx1ma‘Fe nqmber of Kul.per Belt . B:inl :1"2?;;;3" e . H::;w:‘,d IF:,;:
very classification as a planet has been questioned. objects that have been identified so far, including « Over 3,000 SQ. FT. o Recessed Lighting
Astronomers agree, though, that the discovery at  Pluto and its moon, Charon. ::?s;:ers VMVaIIt( in :I:;/ests ::BL Pafnexv::ndows
Flagstaft’s Lowell Observatory remains a remarkable one. 1/3 — The probable portion of Pluto that is made . Fi':e,,f;je aster Rt . L::gr: Boarcky:,:fw,,ru“ trees
“Whatever Pluto is, it is an extremely intriguing little up of ice. * Home Office « Views of Century City
world,” said Lowell Observatory director Bob Millis. 2,370 — Pluto’s diameter in kilometers, smaller Immaculate!

The observatory’s search for the solar system’s ninth {141 the Earth’s moon.

planet, a “Planet X that had been hypothesized but 4.5 — The number of hours it takes light to reach

never seen, was begun by Percival Lowell. Earth from Pluto F IVE Ac ES PH OTU G RAP HY
_Lowell founded the observatory in 1894 in the moun- 9.5 — The number of years it will take the New
tains of this northern Arizona community to search for FOR ALL OF YOUR DIGITAL AND PRINT NEEDS

intelligent life on Mars. Horizons probe to reach Pluto if it can take advantage NO EVENT T0O BIG OR TOO SMALL WE COVER IT AL

Shortly before his death in 1916, Lowell published ~ ©f Jupiter’s gravity to help slingshot it out. -
calculations estimating where a ninth planet might be. He 3 — The number of additional years it will take to 20% DISCOUNT FOR DAILY PRESS READERS
and other astronomers believed a planet existed beyond  reach Pluto without Jupiter’s help. .
Neptune because of a perceived wobble in Uranus’ orbit FIVEACGSPhOtOphOtO I'EflectCOm
that suggested it was being affected by another celestial Sources: Lowell Observatory, Hal Weaver of the

PRl ]

body, said Kevin Schindler, senior supervisor of public New Horizons mission.
See PLUTO, page 14
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Debate surrounds Pluto’s place in solar system

PLUTO, from page 13

programs at Lowell.

The wobble was an illusion. Pluto was far too small to
disrupt Uranus’ orbit.

But because of the “serendipity of science,” Lowell’s
calculations proved accurate, Schindler said. Tombaugh
found a planet right where Lowell said it should be.

The telescope used to find Pluto was built specifically
to search for “Planet X.” The base was constructed with
local rocks. A piece of railroad track supported the giant
camera used to photograph the night sky.

The camera took an hour to capture a fist-sized section
of the sky on 14-by-17-inch glass plates.

Each section of sky was shot twice several nights
apart, allowing Tombaugh to look for movement.
Planets, because they are relatively close to Earth, would
move from plate to plate while stars would appear to be
in the same place, Schindler said.

Because the plates contained 200,000 to 300,000
objects each, Tombaugh looked at them through a
machine that allowed him to flash back and forth sys-
tematically, peering at tiny sections.

It took Tombaugh less than a year to find the ninth
planet, which was later named for the Greek god of the
underworld. The discovery put the observatory on the
map and gave Tombaugh instant acclaim.

Shortly after Tombaugh’s death in 1997, however, a
debate arose over Pluto’s place in the solar system. It
started in the astronomical community but spilled into
the public limelight after someone noticed the Hayden
Planetarium at New York’s American Museum of
Natural History wasn’t categorizing Pluto with other
planets.

Hayden Planetarium Director Neil deGrasse Tyson
said he has “folders of hate mail from third-graders,” and
the outraged notes keep coming five years after the dis-
play opened.

Hayden didn’t kick Pluto out of the solar system, as
some have accused it of doing, Tyson said.

Instead, the planetarium grouped Pluto with its appar-
ent cousins in the Kuiper Belt — small icy bodies beyond
Neptune — making it “the king of the comets. I think it’s
happier there than being the puniest planet,” he said.

The planetarium abandoned the “planet” label for
Pluto because recent research suggests it may actually be
part of an entirely new group of space objects.

Until the early 1990s, astronomers had only seen Pluto
and its moon, Charon.

While it had been hypothesized that other objects
were out there, the first views of Kuiper Belt objects
weren’t captured until 1992.

Since then, about 1,000 have been sighted, and

Pluto is also very small;
its diameter is only about one-fifth
of Earth’s. And it has a much more
elliptical and tilted orbit than the
other eight planets,

100,000 might be out there, Millis said. Pluto seems to
behave like these objects.

Pluto is also very small; its diameter is only about
one-fifth of Earth’s. And it has a much more elliptical
and tilted orbit than the other eight planets, said Hal
Weaver, project scientist on the New Horizons mission,
which hopes to launch a probe to Pluto next year.

“You start to see where Pluto fits in better with Kuiper
objects,” he said.

Some astronomers have suggested that the
International Astronomical Union, a professional
astronomers’ group, should demote Pluto. So far, it has-
n’t.

Part of the problem is the lack of an official definition
for a planet. Setting standards like size limits or orbital
patterns potentially invites other objects to take the
“planet” label, while throwing Pluto out.

Pluto “is just not like anything else we know about,”
said Schindler. “If you don’t call it (a planet), what else
do you call it?”

Like other planets, Pluto is very spherical. Asteroids
and comets tend to be misshapen, more football- or
cigar-shaped, said Weaver, a senior scientist at Johns
Hopkins University’s Applied Physics Laboratory.

Pluto also has an atmosphere and seasons.

Astronomers hope to learn more about Pluto with the
probe, but it will take nearly a decade to reach the icy
dwarf, Weaver said.

Astronomers have said that regardless of what Pluto is
called, it was a significant find because Pluto is the first
of a new class of objects beyond Neptune.

Weaver said Pluto could be important for what it tells
us about the origin of the solar system. Its unexplored ice
deposits may help explain what the solar system was like
when the sun formed.

But the debate over Pluto’s status won’t likely be
resolved without a better definition of planets or better
understanding of the Kuiper Belt, he said.

“Some people thought (the debate) was a slight of
Clyde Tombaugh. You were trying to take away his plan-
et,” Weaver said. “I’m sure that it was nothing personal.”

Facts about Pluto and its discovery

By The Associated Press

Some facts about Pluto and its discovery:

WHAT’S IN A NAME? Pluto is also the name of
the Greek god of the underworld. It was suggested by
many people as a name for Planet X, but the credit
was given to an 1l-year-old girl from England.
Rejected names included: Minerva, the goddess of
knowledge, because it was already in use, and
Constance, proposed by Percival Lowell’s widow,
Constance. “That suggestion was quietly ignored,”
says Kevin Schindler of Lowell Observatory.

MICKEY MOUSE’S DOG? Mickey’s dog,
though yet unnamed, made his debut in “The Chain
Gang” in 1930 — the same year the planet made its
debut to earthlings. Pluto, the Disney character, was
named the following year, which leads Disney
archivists to assume the dog took the name of the
planet dominating the news at the time, said Disney
archives director Dave Smith.

QUALIFIED JOB CANDIDATE: Lowell
Observatory first contacted Clyde Tombaugh, the dis-
coverer of Pluto, when the farmer and amateur
astronomer sent drawings, seeking the observatory’s
opinion. The observatory corresponded with him,
looking to see if he was a good candidate to head the
search for Planet X. Among the interview questions:
Are you in good health? Do you like to work hard?

A BIG SECRET: Clyde Tombaugh said he knew
right away the specks he was looking at were evi-
dence of Planet X, but the observatory director
thought they should be cautious. More photos would
be needed before announcing it to the world. So,
Tombaugh went to dinner and waited for nightfall on
Feb. 18, 1930. But it was cloudy, so even though he
killed another couple of hours at the local theater
watching “The Virginian,” he was not be able to get
more proof of Pluto that night.

OH, BY THE WAY: Several months after Clyde
Tombaugh discovered Pluto, he wrote an account of
the discovery on the glass plate’s sleeve. The objects
on the plate, as he listed them:

1. 8 asteroids

2. 7 variable stars

3. 12 temporary objects

4. No comets

5. Planet “X” (Pluto)
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INTERNATIONAL

North Korea announces it has nuclear weapons

BY SANG-HUN CHOE

Associated Press Writer

SEOQUL, South Korea — North Korea announced for the
first time Thursday it has nuclear weapons, and it reject-
ed moves to restart disarmament talks anytime soon, say-
ing the bombs are protection against an increasingly hos-
tile United States.

The communist state’s statement dramatically raised
the stakes in the 2-year-old nuclear confrontation and
posed a grave challenge to President Bush, who started
his second term with a vow to end North Korea’s nuclear
program through six-nation talks.

“We ... have manufactured nukes for self-defense to
cope with the Bush administration’s evermore undis-
guised policy to isolate and stifle the (North),” the North
Korean Foreign Ministry said in a statement carried by
the state-run Korean Central News Agency. The news
agency used the colloquial term “nukes” in its English-
language account.

The claim could not be independently verified. North
Korea expelled the last U.N. nuclear monitors in late
2002. It is not known to have tested an atomic bomb,
although international officials have long suspected it has
one or two nuclear weapons.

The CIA has estimated that with a highly enriched
uranium weapons program and the use of sophisticated
high-speed centrifuges, North Korea could be making
more. Some analysts and observers have put the estimate
at six to eight.

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said the North
had no reason to believe the United States would attack.

“The North Koreans have been told by the president of
the United States that the United States has no intention
of attacking or invading North Korea,” Rice said in
Luxembourg. “There is a path for the North Koreans that
would put them in a more reasonable relationship with
the rest of the world.

“Let’s see what the North Koreans do down the road,”
Rice told reporters on the flight home. “Everybody is
urging them to get back to the talks.”

Traveling with Bush to North Carolina, White House
press secretary Scott McClellan said the statement from
North Korea was “rhetoric we’ve heard before.”

“We remain committed to the six-party talks. We
remain committed to a peaceful diplomatic resolution to
the nuclear issue with regards to North Korea,” he said.

Previously, North Korea told international negotiators
in closed-door talks that it had nuclear weapons and
might test one of them, South Korean officials say. The
North’s U.N. envoy said last year the country had
“weaponized” plutonium from its pool of 8,000 nuclear
spent fuel rods. Those rods contained enough plutonium
for several bombs.

Thursday’s statement was North Korea’s first public
announcement that it has nuclear weapons.

North Korea said Thursday its “nuclear weapons will
remain (a) nuclear deterrent for self-defense under any
circumstances.”

It said Washington’s alleged attempt to topple the
North’s regime “compels us to take a measure to bolster its
nuclear weapons arsenal in order to protect the ideology,
system, freedom and democracy chosen by its people.”

Since 2003, the United States, the two Koreas, China,
Japan and Russia have held three rounds of talks in
Beijing aimed at persuading the North to abandon nuclear
weapons development in return for economic and diplo-
matic rewards. No significant progress has been made.

A fourth round scheduled for September 2004 was
canceled when North Korea refused to attend, citing what
it called a “hostile” U.S. policy.

“After its previous claims had failed to draw enough
attention, North Korea now seeks to make people take it
more seriously, create an atmosphere of crisis and make
its negotiating partners pay more in order to persuade it
to give up its nuclear capabilities,” a senior South Korean
official said on condition of anonymity.

South Korea said Thursday the North’s decision to
stay away from talks was “seriously regrettable,” and it
repeated its previous estimate that Pyongyang has
enough plutonium to build one or two nuclear bombs.

"We once again urge North Korea to rejoin the six-
party talks without conditions so that it can discuss what-
ever differences it has with the United States and other
participants,” South Korean Foreign Ministry spokesman
Lee Kyu-hyung said. “We express our strong concern

with the North Korean statement that it has nuclear
weapons and we again declare our stance that we will
never tolerate North Korea possessing nuclear weapons.”

In London, U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan also
urged North Korea to rejoin the talks, and he asked the
other five nations to help.

“I expect that with efforts by the other countries
involved, North Korea could be brought back to the
table,” Annan said.

Russia’s Foreign Ministry said that while it respects
North Korea’s concerns about its safety, it criticized
Pyongyang’s statement and strongly urged a return to the
talks. North Korea’s move “can only cause regret,” the
ministry said, adding that Moscow believes “that the
problem should be resolved through negotiations rather
than arms race, especially nuclear arms race.”

The Chinese Foreign Ministry’s chief spokesman,
Kong Quan, said in a statement on the ministry’s Web
site that Beijing hopes the six-nation talks will continue.

“We consistently advocate the denuclearization of the
Korean peninsula and the preservation of the peninsula’s
peace and stability,” the statement said.

In recent weeks, hopes had risen that North Korea
might return to the six-nation talks, especially after Bush
refrained from any direct criticism of North Korea when
he started his second term last month. During his first
term, Bush said North Korea was part of an “axis of evil”
with Iran and prewar Iraq.

On Thursday, North Korea said it decided not to rejoin
such talks anytime soon after studying Bush’s inaugural
and State of the Union speeches and after Rice labeled
North Korea one of the “outposts of tyranny.”
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IS YOUR RETIREMENT PLAN |

AGING GRACEFULLY?
WE LIVE

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR @ STATE FARM IS THERE.®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm Life Insurance Company; In NY and WI — State Farm Life and Accident Assurance
Company; Bloomington, IL. Annuities and other products offered by State Farm affiliates are not

" 2451 Santa Monica Blvd.

WHERE YOU LIVE.®

Keep your money hard at work, with
401(k) rollovers, TSAs, annuities and
more. Call me to get started today.

Troy Wilson Lic.#: 0D75687

Santa Monica, CA
310.315.1955

statefarm.com®

FDIC insured, not guaranteed by State Farm Bank, and are subject to investment risk, including |
possible loss of principal. Consult your tax or legal advisor for specific advice. /

27 years of professional expertise in
office, residential, food service,
retail, healthcare and telecom. Our
team manages all aspects from
creative concepts, acurate docu-
mentation, expedited plan
checks and construction man-
agement. Renovation and
new construction projects

using traditional architec- &
ture through full turn-key
development. Always,
open communication

Bruce Rudman
Architects+Engineers

T:310.393.2727
F 928.222.9992

E Bruce@Architects-Engineers.net
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29 People Wanted

Lose 15Ibs. FAST! FREE SAMPLES
Will Power in a bottle
Money Back Guarantee!
(888) 458-0409

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT / Execu-
tive Assistant for Santa Monica GPS
vehicle tracking. Call Ken (310) 466-
2225

ASSISTANT TO Jewelry Designer.
Monday, Wednesday, & Saturday.
(310) 266-3518
AVON***AVON***AVON***

$5.00 to start your business!
Call Cindy (310) 531-5055

BE A NOTARY PUBLIC
1 day seminar in Santa Monica
March 9, 2005
1(866) 433-6182

BE YOUR own boss. Learn to earn
$10K+mo. Working from home P/T.
Not MLM (800) 435-3698

BOOKKEEPER ASSISTANT
Bank Rec plus Excel
and Quickbooks.
$20-25/hour.
Fax: (310) 453-1108
email sheri@sheribonwell.com
telephone (310) 582-1188

| Employment |} Employment [ Vehiclesforsale [ Instruction |

CUSTOMER SERVICE
Established legal services co. in LAX
area seeks industrious and well-spo-
ken Cust. Serv. Rep for phone/data
entry. 40 hours/wk, M-F 8:25am-
5:25pm; $8/HR TO START, $10/ HR
AFTER FIRST YEAR. GENEROUS
MED. INS., 401(k) AND BONUS PRO-
GRAMS. Must pass background
check and substance screening. Fax
resume to (310) 743-1850.Courtcall,
LL.

CUSTOMER SERVICE
REPS
WORK FROM HOME!

$500 - $1,500/ mo Part Time.
$2,000 - $8,000/ mo Full Time.
(866) 841-HOME(4663)

HAIR DESIGNERS
10TH STREET at Montana Ave.
Brand new, modern and bright 5-chair
salon renting stations now. 10tana
Salon (310) 451-0330

INTERN:

LOOKING for enthusiastic college stu-
dent to experience all departments in
the Radio Station. Applicants must be
computer literate and be able to inter-
face with staff. EEO. No phone calls
please. Contact by email
arobbins@kmzt.com or fax (310) 444-
3223

CALL TAKERS WANTED
knowledge of the westside, cus-
tomer service experience helpful,
will train. Apply in person @ Bev-
erly Hills Cab Company, 6102
Venice Blvd., LA or call (310) 837-
0260

50+ Years Old Advertising Co. seeking
self-motivated energetic professionals.

Commissions Paid Weekly. Leads Furnished.
Selling all aspects of advertising: Newspapers
- Magazines - Classified - Display, Real Estate,
Ethnic, Entertainment, Military, Business,
Finance, Call: Paul 213-251-9100

www.theglobalmediagroup.com/jobinfo.htm

NOW HIRING
Sexy upscale young girls for high
class escort agency. $500-$1500 dai-
ly. (310) 402-6692
OFF THE Top is growing into a full
service salon. We are looking for a
motivated, professional manicurist.
Great career opportunity in fun work-
ing environment!  Call  Pepper
(310) 458-8985

P/T SALES Cruise & tour pkgs.

37yr old Co. near LAX.

Flex 30hrs/ some wknds base +
comm. No cold calling. Pd TNG Aaron
@ (310) 649-3820 x7157. Other posi-
tions available.

BARTEND

EARN
$150-400
DAILY

e 1 or 2 week training
o Nationwide job placement

Financing Available
National Bartenders School

310-996-1377

www.nationalbartenders.com

FIT FEMALE model wanted for figure
drawing by artist. No experience nec-
essary call. (818) 501-0266

Send a

RADIO PUBLICITY or music airplay
salesperson. Full commission, F/T-P/T
in Santa Monica (818)905-8038
ext:55

SALES ASSISTANT

Looking for someone with 3-4 years
radio sales support experience, or-
ganized, knowledge of Word, Excel,
PowerPoint and MS Outlook with abili-
ty to learn other applications, with
sensitivity to detail and deadlines.
EEO. Contact by  email:
Swexler@kmzt.com or by fax: 310-
444-3223. NO PHONE CALLS
PLEASE.

SHEIK SM dog boutique seeks P/T
sales help. Retail experience a must!
Call (310) 656-9663

RETAIL

@{/enfi/ze 5

T0 YO
LOVED ONE!

CALL MIRELLA
AT THE DAILY PRESS!

(310) 458-7737

Retail Manager
Travel Supplies & Clothing
Love travel, quality products, great
customer service? Join America’s
leading source of travel supplies &
clothing in our Santa Monica store.
FT position for Mgr. Competitive $ +
benefits, fun & challenging wk. Fax
resume to (805) 568-5406 or email
HR@magellans.com.

Magellank Ch

AMERICA’S LEADING SOURCE OF TRAVEL SUPPLIES
www.magellans.com

STYLISTS WANTED
Santa Monica hair salon for men &
women offers low rent for Stylists
with clientele. Great place. Call Don
(310) 315-1098

WANTED A/P Clerk 3+ years experi-
ence. High volume. Payables 4 Irg.
Auto Repair Co. Med. & Dent. 401k
email resume resumes@mz2automo-
tive.com

20 LA Olympic 1984, $200; 1984
Toyota Tercel as-is, $300; 1973 Ply-
mouth Sedan, $1500; 1978 Chevy
truck stored, $1100; 20 art/paintings,
$2000 (310) 278-1683

ACTION WHEELCHAIR & walker $275.
Typewriters, Sears common Smith-
Corona electric $40 each. Manual
typewriter $25 (310) 278-1683

CASTLE
SIGNS

MOVING
SALE

This Saturday Feb. 12th
10am to 4pm

POWER TOOLS-HAND TOOLS-
5hpCOMPRESSOR

BAND SAW-DRILL PRESS-EASELS-
CABINETS-DESK and more!

1906 BROADWAY
SANTA MONICA
310.829.5101

HAWAII! 2 ROUND TRIP TICKETS AND
4 DAY ROYAL CARIBBEAN BAJA
OCEAN CRUISE FOR 2 $349 CALL
(866) 844-5061

HOT TUB 2005 Model. Net Jets. Ther-
apy seat. Warranty never used. Can
deliver. Worth $5700, sell for $1750
(818) 785-9043

Vehicles for sale

1998 VW Jetta GLX, automatic 75kmi,
airbags, ABS, AC, PS, tilt, asking price
$8,900 (323) 839-3039

2003 MERCEDES C-240, CD changer,
sun-roof, chrome wheels, forest
green, beige interior $22,500. D.
Keasbey (310) 266-6327

FILE YOUR
DBA WITH THE

DAILY PRESS
310-458-7737

oW
INFINITI
Infiniti of
SANTA MONICA
ALL VEHICLES ARE
RED TAG SALE PRICED!

‘o1 INFINITI Q45 SEDAN
LEATHER, POWER GROUP,
MOONROOF, ALLOYS, MUST
SEE (VIN #101026)

'99 VOLVO C70 CONVERTIBLE
POWER GROUP, CD PLAYER,
MUST SEE & DRIVE (VIN
#004868)

'03 VOLKSWAGEN PASSAT GLX
POWER GROUP, LEATHER,
IMMACULATE, MUST SEE

(VIN #184571)

’01 INFINITI I30 SEDAN
LEATHER, CD PLAYER,
MOONROOF, ALLOYS, LOW
MILES (Vin #014586)

95 LEXUS ES 300
LEATHER, CD AUTO-
CHANGER, LOW MILES
(VIN #093669)

*04 INFINITI G35 COUPE
PRE-OWNED, RARE, 6-
SPEED, BOSE
(VIN #827775)

*99 HONDA PRELUDE
COUPE

AUTO, POWER GROUP,
SPOILER, ALLOYS

04 ACURATL 3.2
PRE-OWNED, A-SPEC PKG,
LEATHER, CD PLAYER
(VIN #030611)

*03 INFINITI M45 SEDAN
V8, BOSE SOUND, LEATHER,
MOONROOF, LOADED
(Vin #006493)

*04 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR
USED, V8, LEATHER, POWER
GROUP, LOW MILES (VIN
#107446)

03 LEXUS GX 470
4X4, POWER GROUP,
LEATHER, ALLOYS, MUST
SEE & DRIVE

*04 INFINITI G35 COUPE
USED, RARE, 6-SPEED,
MOONROOF, SPOILER,

ALLOYS

Infiniti of
SANTA MONICA

1-800-Infiniti

900

Santa Monica Blvd.

Santa Monica, CA
90401

www.infinitiofsantamonica.com

BE A NOTARY PUBLIC
1 day seminar in Santa Monica
March 9, 2005
1(866) 433-6182

FULLY CREDENTIALED veteran
teacher available for tutoring in all
subjects K-9 $40/hour. Call Kane
(310) 392-5122

GUITAR LESSONS; all styles, rock,
folk, jazz, blues, classical, theory, stu-
dio work. Call Demetri (310) 936-
9277

QUICK BOOKS. Training & Book-
ing call (310) 977-7935

| Wanted |
DO YOU

HAVE MANIC
DEPRESSION?

We are conducting a
clinical study. Medication and
up to $400 compensation
provided. Confidential.

Call: 323-954-0029

DO YOU need help? Dog walk, poop
scoop, hksp, errands, auto, hourly, re-
lief, PT (310) 458-1568. Excellent Ref.

HOUSE SITTER, SENIOR lady will
housesit to get out of desert. Will lov-
ingly care for pets, etc. Experienced,
references California/ Arizona. Fees
reasonable. Claudine (408) 792-1731
califdreamer4u@netzero.net

NURSE W/20 years experience & ex-
cellent references, available for live-in
or out. (310) 270-6183

1 BEDROOM, 1 bath for rent. Upstairs,
bright, W/D. 19th and Broadway.
Available now. $1285/mo. (310) 490-
9326.

2+1 WESTSIDE/PALM @ 3562 Men-
tone Ave. Everything new in this nice
upper 2 bedroom 1 bath w/ balcony in
a great westside location. $1425
(310) 466-9256

CHARMING 8 unit courtyard style
building @ 136 S. Roxbury Dr. (BH)
Large studio, renewed wood floors,
Murphy bed, large vanity, great clos-
ets, 200 yards to prime Beverly Hills
shopping. 1 year lease, no pets, no
smokers. $1195 (310) 466-9256

FOR RENT

SANTA MONICA LUXURY CONDO

WALK TO BEACH &
MONTANA SHOPS

Santa Monica $2895, 2 bed, 2
bath condo, approx. 1500 sqft.
Stove, dishwasher, washer &
dryer, gated entry & parking
(2 spaces,) LARGE patio.

818 6TH St., to view call
Roque & Mark (310) 828-7525

The BEST
RENTALS
in VENICE

ELLY NEsis Co. INC
(310) 396-4443
ellynesis.com

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company.
2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica, CA
90403.

LARGE WEST LA. 2+2 @ 1220 S.
Barrington with balcony, large kitchen
and lots of storage. 1 carport parking,

laundry rm, close to everything. 1220
S. Barrington Av. 1 year lease, no
pets, no smoking, $1525 (310) 466-
9256

LARGE WEST L.A. single with balcony,
large kitchen and lots of storage. 1
carport parking, laundry rm, close to
everything. 1220 S. Barrington Av.
$950. 1 year lease, no pets. No smok-
ing (310) 466-9256

MAR VISTA $1000/mo 2bdrm/ 2bath,
lower. Patio, stove, refrigerator, laun-
dry, parking, remod., security gated.
No pets. Centinela south of Palms
Blvd. (310) 456-5659

MDR ADJACENT 2+2 @ 2724 Abbot
Kinney, gated building with gated
parking. Newer building w/ courtyard
area, quiet neighborhood. Laundry,
pkng, 1 year lease, no pets, no smok-
ing. $1550 (310) 578-9729

MDR ADJACENT Studio @ 2724 Ab-
bot Kinney. Gated building with gated,
subterranean parking. Newer building
with courtyard area, quiet neighbor-
hood. (310) 578-9729. Laundry room
1 year lease, no pets, no smoking.
$925

PALMS/BEVERLYWOOD ADJ. $750.00
Bachelor. Refrigerator, hot-place, no
pets, parking, utilities paid. 2009 Pre-
uss Rd., #1. Open daily for viewing
8am till 6pm. Additional info inside
apt.

PRIME NORTH Wilshire $2200. Large
2+2 upper unit. Completely renovat-
ed. Quiet & bright w/large balcony.
(310) 479-1012

VENICE BEACHFRONT luxury condo
3 Bed, 3.5 bath @ 2917 Ocean Front
Walk with amazing ocean and moun-
tain views, 2 car gated parking, Gour-
met Kitchen, spa style bathroom and
much more. Must see to appreciate. 1

year lease, no pets. $4850.
(310) 466-9256
SANTA MONICA $2300/mo

2bdrm/2bath. Great Ocean Park loca-
tion, 4 blocks to beach, 2508 3rd
Street. Very clean front lower unit with
remodeled kitchen and baths. 1 cov-
ered parking space. Agent (818) 415-
1985

VENICE BEACH Studio on 4th floor @
2 Breeze Ave. in historic building with
exposed brick walls and ocean views.
Unit has recently been remodeled,
laundry in building. 1 year lease, no
pets, no smoking. $1095 (310) 401-
2583

VENICE BOARDWALK-FRONT singles
@ 2 Breeze Ave. Renovated 4-story
brick building w/ lots of charm, full
kitchens & bathrooms, exposed brick.
Laundry, water, and gas heat paid.
1year lease, no pets, no smoking.
$895 (310) 401-2583

SANTA MONICA $1985/mo  3bdrm/
1.5bath two story townhouse apt.
12th near Colorado. Stove, 2 door re-
frigerator, dishwasher, ample closets,
private patio, 2-car enclosed garage.
Owner (310) 828-4481

SM $1355 1bdrm charming, split-lev-
el. Prime location 1block South of
Montana, near beach. Hardwood,
dishwasher, refrigerator, covered
parking, cats ok. 937 7th Street
(818) 980-9903.

WLA $1395/MO on Barrington neat
National. Very spacious, 2bdrm upper.
Large closets, enclosed garage.
Crown moldings, appliances. Charm-
ing older building in attractive WLA
area. Info/ Owner (310) 828-4481

SANTA  MONICA $1000/mo  Studio
1bath. New carpets, high ceilings,
laundry, cat ok, street parking.
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com

SANTA MONICA $1090/mo
1bdrm/1bath. No pets, controlled ac-
cess, laundry, yard, quiet neighbor-
hood. (310) 395-RENT www.westsi-
derentals.com
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ROQUE &
MARK Co.
2802 Santa Monica Bivd.

310-828-7525

SALES  RENTALS

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA

1441 Princeton  $1350
Lower 1 bed, remodeled,
Pergo floors, new blinds

942 7th St.  $2250
Upper 3 bed, 2 bath, New:
carpet, vinyl, & blinds

910 16th St.  $2500
Front 3 bed, 2 bath, new car-
pet, 2 gated parking spaces,

balcony

WEST LA
BRENTWOOD
WESTWOOD

1437 Brockton, WLA, $725
Upper bachelor, hot plate,
fridge, laundry room

10900 S.M. Blvd, WLA, $950
Front upper 1 bed, new car-
pet, near UCLA

649 Barrington, BW $1150
Lower one bed, hardwood
floors, great location, street
park only

1723 Barrington, WLA, $1450
Upper 2 bed, 2 baths, bal-
cony new carpet & linoleum

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO T0

WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

SANTA MONICA $1050/mo  Studio.
Walk to Montana and beach! Water

and trash included. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1150/mo
1bdrm/1bath. Laundry, stove, carpets,
street parking, 1year minimum lease.
(310) 395-RENT  www.westsideren-
tals.com

SANTA MONICA $1195/mo Ocean
view studio. Pool, laundry,
approx. 450sqft. No dogs, utilities in-
cluded. (3100 395-RENT www.west-
siderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1200/mo Studio. Cat
ok, dishwasher, patio, laundry, Mur-
phy bed, street parking. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1275/mo
2bdrm/2bath. Stove, carpets, laundry,
new pain, blinds. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1275/mo Spanish
Style guest house 1bdrm/1bath. W/C
pet, W/D, hardwood floors. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1475 2bdrm/1bath.
Refrigerator, stove, no pets, parking.
2535 Kansas Ave., #207. Mgr.: Apt
#101. Cross streets: Cloverfield Blvd.,
& Pico Blvd.

SANTA MONICA $895/mo  Studio
1bath. No pets, full kitchen, tiled
floors, laundry, carpets. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA  MONICA $911/mo  Studio
1bath. Hardwood floors, 2 walk-in
closets, street parking. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA 2+1 @ 1833 16th
St., #5. Stove, blinds, carpet, parking.
No pets. $1075/mo. $200 off move-in
special call (310) 578-7512
www.JKWproperties.com

SANTA MONICA Upper 2bdrm/1bath.
Refrigerator, stove, big closets, good
location, small pets okay. $1550/mo
(310) 394-8121

SANTA MONICA ROOM & Board now
accepting rental applications. Various
floor plans. All include meals, laundry,
housekeeping,  utilities, & cable
(310) 245-9436

VENICE BEACH 1 bedroom in Tudor
Style building. Great location, 1/2
block to the beach @ 39 Sunset. 1
year lease, no pets. (310) 401-0027
$1150

VENICE BEACH sunny single 1 block
to beach. 50 Breeze Ave. Hardwood
floors and full kitchen. Lots of charm
and character. 1 year lease, no pets.
(310) 466-9256 $975.

VENICE VERY nice, sunny studio @ 30
Horizon Ave. 1/2 block from beach,
large closet. 1 year lease, no pets, no
smoking. (310) 466-9256 $925

WHY RENT? You can own your own

BRAND NEW

EXECUTIVE SUITES

Beautiful Ocean View Offices in Brentwood

® Receptionists
* West Law
® Telephone & Voice Mail

* Photocopy & Fax

e Kitchen Facilities
¢ Furnished

o T-1 Internet ® Conference Rooms
24 Hour Security

Regent Business Centers — Jackie Livesey
12100 Wilshire Bou

(310) 806-9200

jlivesy@regentbc.com

www.regentbc.com

home with no down payment! Call
Kristle or Bill (310) 207-5060 x 3232

Houses For Rent

HOUSE FOR rent-open house
Sat/Sun SM 2bd/1ba. Newly remod-
eled, walk to beach, all appliances,
parking. $2500/mo. Pets considered
(818) 415-2019

CULVER CITY: 3bdrm house to share.
Male preferred, near shops, beaches,
& WLA. $1000+ $500sec. (818) 636-
7310

FEMALE TEACHER want to become a
roommate & companion to an elderly
female who has a place. (310) 284-
3526

Christina S. Porter
Vice President

Flex Space for Lease
1610 Colorado Ave. SM
Approximately 8,800 SF divisible to
4,400. / .75¢ psf, nnn
(31 0) 806-61 04 cporter@naicapital.com

310-440-8500 x.104

DOWNTOWN SANTA MONICA Seper-
ate Private Office A/C, Approx. 280
sq/ft, Windows 310-394-3645

EAST OFF SMC 875sq.ft. Upper studio
commercial office. A/C & heat, free
standing building. (310)450-9840

SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. Very
charming building, small offices. Be-
tween $700/mo & $2100/mo. In-
cludes utilities & cleaning. (310) 614-
6462

SM 1334 Lincoln 3 office spaces
1140sqft, 750sqft, 600sqft,
$1.90/sqft. Utilities and parking in-
cluded. D. Keasbey (310) 477-3192

SM RETAIL 1844 Lincoln, 1800sqft.
$3500/mo +rear 1600sqft $2000/mo.
Option to buy. D. Keasbey (310) 477-
3192

Real Estate

AMERICAN MORTGAGE
FUNDING CO. INC

Home Loans for any reason.
Good Credit, Bad Credit.
Purchase or Refinance. Rates
low as 1%.

CALL BRIAN McDANIEL

Licensed Loan Officer

(310) 901 1268

Se Habla Espaiiol

STRESS RELIEF
| buy Real Estate

Homes, Apts, Bldgs
800-258-0665

Buy Online or By Phone:

(A NEW SELF HELP BOOK)

One month of simple activities directed at stimulating your spirit,
before you choose to embark on a path of prescription medication.

BUY THIS BOOK TODAY!

Amazon.com bbotw.com

Or call: 1 (877)BUY'BO0K

Author Dennis A. DeGeorge

AVOID
COSTLY
BUYER TRAPS
BEFORE
BUYING A
HOME

Free Report reveals how
to avoid them.
Free recorded message.
1-888-465-4534

www.matillarealty.com

(310) 943-7657

(310) 943-7656

Call us for any of your Real
Estate needs. We can make
your dreams a reality

ADVERTISE WITH
THE DAILY PRESS

CALL US TODAY
310-458-7737

NEED HOUSING in the Phoenix
Metro Area?

Investing in Residential Houses,
Multi-Family Housing or LAND?
Call Janice Snell for ALL your Liv-
ing or Investing needs.
Janice Snell, CRIR
Prudential AZ, Properties
www.janicesnell.com
Phone: (623) 332-5006

MANHATTAN BEACH - New Listing
24,000 square feet of land, prime lo-
cation, signalized corner. Fantastic
opportunity! Just reduced!
$2,125,000 Anthony’s Restaurant - El
Segundo City Landmark comes with
land, improvements, and business. 22
year lease left on parking lot and pa-
tio. $2,000 per month with no in-
creases Gross business. $575,000
annually. $1,099,000 (310) 396-1947

PAC
WEST

MORTGAGE

2212 Lincoln Blvd in Santa Monica

1-888-FOR-LOAN
310 392-9223

VERY AGGRESSIVE RATES
30 YEAR FIXED RATES
JUST REDUCED! JUST 5.375%

30 YEAR FIXED

10 YEAR/1 ARM

7 YEAR/1 ARM

5 YEAR/1 ARM

3 YEAR/1 ARM

1 YEAR/1 ARM

6 MO0./6 MO. ARM
1 M0./1 MO. ARM

*Rates subject to change

* As of Dec 12004
** Denotes an interest only loan

WE FEATURE
100%
INTEREST ONLY

LOANS

$500,000

1ST $400,000 @ 4.375% $1,459 PMO
2ND $100,000 @ 6875% $572.00 PMO
Total: $2,030.00 P/MO

* Not Including Tax & Insurance

$650,000

1ST $520,000 @ 4.375% $1,895 PMO
2ND $130,000 @6.875% $744.00 PMO
Total: $2,639.00 P/MO

* Not Including Tax & Insurance

ROB
SCHULTZ

BROKER
LICENSED CALIFORNIA
BROKER #01218743

[ﬂlll.l Hﬂlllﬂ m

ER REALTOR®

EL SEGUNDO - Coming soon. New
construction. 1,400sqft retail and
2bdrm 2bath Loft. 1,800sqft total.
300sqft roof top Call Matt (310) 864-
9034

WANTED
COMMERCIAL real estate on
Main Street in Santa Monica

WANTED
COMMERCIAL real estate on
Main Street in Santa Monica,
call Matt (310) 864-9034

WANTED
RESIDENTIAL property in Ocean
Park and Sunset Park. | have
qualified buyers ready to buy.
Call Matt (310) 864-9034

HERMOSA BEACH Shopping Center
Anchored by a major restaurant. Cen-
ter includes medical group, salon, Pi-
lates studio, boutique, office suites.
6% cap rate $7,050,000 (310) 396-
1947

Massage

5’2" HOURGLASS Figure offers
full-body sensual massage. Very pri-
vate, very discreet, 6am-9pm.
Incall/Outcall special rate between
6am-9pm, Rachel

(310) 339-6709

A -1Hour Vacation. Body, Mind & Spi-
rit with a full-body therapeutic Swed-
ish/Deep-tissue ~ massage.  Lora
(310) 394-2923 (310) 569-0883.

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your
body, mind, spirit. Therapeutic,
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy balanc-
ing. Strictly non-sexual. Introductory
specials from $50.00/1hr. Lynda,
L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

BODYWORK

GRAND OPENING
Different enjoyment

Open 7 days

Located in
Santa Monica

310-828-6070

LONG LASTING RELIEF
From Muscle Tightness & Pain
Increase Flexibility & Strength

Located Downtown SM

(310) 930-5884
www.nydoo.com/massagebyraj

STRONG & NURTURING MASSAGE by
Fitness Trainer. $40/hr. No time limit.
Paul (310) 741-1901.

THAI YOGA massage by Thai woman
in West LA. pnthaiyogamassage.com
(310) 645-2702

| Announcements |
Business Opps

DISCOVER THE SECRET
to take control of your financial
retirement future of lifetime
perpetual income.
www.path2plenty.net/13961pr
(626) 355-0542.
Because you deserve a better
life starting now!

— Vard sales

ESTATE SALE! Sat.2/12 & Sun.2/13
8am. Furniture, lamps, rugs, etc. 428
Euclid St., Santa Monica

MOVING SALE. Sports collectables,
computers, stereos, wicker gramo-
phone, 100’s of board games. 2412
2nd St. Santa Monica. Saturday and
Sunday 10-4.

SCHOOL YARD SALE! 1909 Colorado
Avenue, Saturday 2/12,(8am-12noon);
Tons of baby items, furniture and oth-
er goodies.

YOUR
AD
HERE

ADVERTISE!!!

Santa Monica
Daily Press
Classifieds

310.458.7737
Ask for Mirella
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A/C CONSTRUCTION

General Construction
Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons
Honest ¢ Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

PAINTING TOP QUALITY ABA
custom,Interior And Exterior . Free
Quote. Jeff Arrieta (310)560-9864.

BEST MOVERS

No job too small
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR

Fully insured. We make it EZ.
Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!
Since 1975 Lic. T-163844

(323) 997-1193 (310) 300-9194

‘ Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737 ‘

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured ¢ Lic#658-486
PAINTING ¢ CARPENTRY * ROOFING
CONCRETE e ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

SMOKING?

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

Certified
Hypnotherapist

(310) 235-2882

Your ad could run here!
© Gall us today at (310) 458-7737

FOLL SERVICE GRAPEIC BESIEN STORN

Print Dexign, Web Design, Pristing

J13.851.1725
wuw studislBdesigncom

oy chealc are kappp Pt s whal we e

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

One less thing to worry about’

BONDED AND INSURED

CLEANING AMERICAN
HOMES SINCE 1979

(310) 656-6243

MOBILE NOTARY Public and loan sign-
ing Agent. Available throughout L.A.
and  Orange  County.  Shahar
(818) 648-5505

ONE HOUR Alterations,

hemming, jeans, pants, skirts, etc.
Made by professional Call

Michael (310) 980-2674

PAINTING/WALLPAPER
PAINTING, Wallpaper Removal & In-
stallation, Wall Texturing, Free Esti-
mates! Glenn’s Wall Service 310-
686-8505

Attorney Services
N ?
Loved One Arrested?
Free Initial Consultation
310.917-1083
Eve & weekend call

310.909-9024
www.cliffnicholslaw.com

FI

Chiropractic & Accupuncture

Vita Wellness

MAXIMUM FAMILY CARE IN ONE LOCATION

Victoria D. Lucas
D.C, LAc. QME

310-449-1222
2222 Santa Monica Blvd. ¢ Ste. 203 ¢ Santa Monica, CA

90404

DID YOU KNOW?

Aside from medical costs, it's been determined
that new parents in the U.S. typically spend
$7,000 in a baby's first year on everything from
diapers to formula to day care.

e

Y, :

Pay tribute to a loved one.

The Santa Monica Daily Press Obituaries.

$4O a day up to 40 words.

$.20 per word thereafter.
$5 extra with photo.

Call Mirella for details.
310.458.7737 ext. 111

Promotions? Record sales? New
hires? If your business has news

to share, send press releases to

sack@smdp.com
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

By The Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — Casino impresario Steve Wynn does-
n’t need the Super Bowl. He’s got the Oscars.

The billionaire will use Hollywood’s biggest stage to
air a commercial about his $2.7 billion Wynn Las Vegas
megaresort that’s slated to open April 28.

Wynn decided to book time on the Academy Awards,
which will air Feb. 27 on ABC, after the NFL shot down
a national Super Bowl spot on Fox because his com-
mercial was associated with gambling, a long-standing
league taboo.

Wynn knew the National Football League would
probably reject his ad but he was surprised to learn he
also had been censored in the gambling capital of the
world.

At some of its Las Vegas Strip hotel-casinos, rival
MGM Mirage has been accused of using its logo to
cover up the Wynn advertisement that ran on local affil-
iates in the state during the big game.

MGM Mirage might be able to stymie his ads, Wynn
said, but the company can’t block out his towering
2,700-room hotel-casino that dominates the north end of
the Las Vegas Strip.

"What are they going to do when the hotel opens?”
Wynn asked. “Cover up the building?”

One MGM Mirage official says Wynn shouldn’t get
too upset: The move was right out of his playbook.
When Wynn ran Mirage Resorts, his hotels blocked out
competitors’ commercials.

PHILADELPHIA — Singer Elton John will entertain at
Fourth of July events in Philadelphia to promote aware-
ness and raise money for the fight against HIV/AIDS.

John will perform with Peter Nero and the Philly Pops

orchestra at the Philadelphia Freedom Concert and Ball.

Organizers said they hope to draw 1.5 million people
and raise $2 million for the Elton John Aids Foundation
and Philadelphia’s Dr. Magnus Hirschfeld Fund.

John said he recently spent time in South Africa and
saw his foundation’s work in the fight against
HIV/AIDS.

“It will be a long fight, and one that must be met with
strength and compassion, but we can all make a differ-
ence. I met with vulnerable and orphaned children who
have been left destitute,” the 57-year-old rocker said in
a one-minute appearance by satellite from Las Vegas,
where he is performing at Caesars Palace.

The Fourth of July events will include a free concert
and fireworks display in front of the Philadelphia
Museum of Art and a fund-raising ball, with ticket
prices from $500 to $2,500. Funds also will come from
corporate sponsors, concert concessions and donations,
organizers said.

Mark Segal, president of the Hirschfeld Fund, said he
hoped the events would emulate the success of the 1985
Live Aid concerts held in Philadelphia, London and
other cities to raise money for famine relief in Africa.

Segal said the Hirschfeld Fund was created to raise
money for research and prevention as well as education
about HIV and AIDS. “People think it’s gone. It is not,”
he said.

LONDON — Singer Roger Daltrey of The Who, who
received a royal honor from Queen Elizabeth II at
Buckingham Palace, says he didn’t think she was a fan
of rock ‘n’ roll.

“She’d probably fall off her podium if she heard The
Who’s songs,” the 60-year-old rocker said Wednesday
after being named a Commander of the Order of the

Oscars only game in town for Vegas casino mogul

British Empire. “A good blast of ‘My Generation’
would go down quite well now.”

Daltrey, whose band rose to global fame in the 1960s
with songs expressing teenage working-class rage,
received the CBE medal for his services to music, the
entertainment industry and charity.

He said the award was “something to remember,”
adding: “I still have criticisms of the establishment, but the
queen is an exceptional woman. I think she’s amazing.”

Daltrey also is a patron of the Teenage Cancer Trust
and has raised more than $3.7 million for the charity by
organizing concerts at Royal Albert Hall in central
London.

“I didn’t expect to get this. None of us work alone so
I accept this for those that don’t get anything,” he said.

NEW YORK — Ashlee Simpson and Teen People mag-
azine have put together an auction to benefit UNICEF’s
relief and recovery efforts for the young victims of the
Dec. 26 Asian earthquake and tsunami disaster.

Simpson asked her friends to collect unique items
that are being auctioned on eBay until Monday after-
noon (5 p.m. EST). Proceeds will benefit the U.S. Fund
for UNICEF.

“The tsunami and its aftermath have affected every-
one, and I couldn’t imagine sitting silent and not doing
anything to help. I approached Teen People to partner
with me to raise money to help everyone affected by this
disaster,” the 20-year-old singer said in a statement
Wednesday.

The auction includes phone calls from stars such as
Chad Michael Murray and Shane West; concert experi-
ences with Simpson and New Found Glory; auto-
graphed merchandise from Jessica Simpson, Good
Charlotte and Nicky Hilton; and sports memorabilia.

Sellers Market

WANTED

Residential multi-units, anywhere in California.
Our buyers currently have 1031 exchange funds to
purchase immediately! Call us today! Our quali-
fied buyers jump at the first good opportunity.

CONTACT THOMAS KHAMMAR OR BRENT PARSONS
tHomas (310) 943-7656 OR srent (310) 943-7657

tkhammar@georgechungrealtors.com

bparsons@georgechungrealtors.com

FOUAL NG
LERDER REALTOR®




