
“Maybe all one can do is hope
to end up with the right regrets.”

ARTHUR MILLER
AMERICAN PLAYWRIGHT (1915-2005)

� Three men who police say stole a car
in San Jose, Calif., in October and drove
it to Chico, Calif., were arrested in Chico
when police caught them trying to
break into that same car because they
had locked the keys inside (or thought
they had, since Chico Officer Jose Lara
said he found the keys in one of the
men’s pockets, after all).
� Adam Ruiz, 29, was arrested in
Buffalo, N.Y., in January after he
showed up at work as a trainee at the
same Burger King he had allegedly
robbed the week before (strengthening
the conclusion that crime certainly does
not pay if it pays less well than burger-
flipping.)

Today is the 41st day of 2006.
There are 324 days left in the year. 

On Feb. 10, 1949, Arthur Miller’s play
“Death of a Salesman” opened at
Broadway’s Morosco Theater.
In 1763, France ceded Canada to
England under the Treaty of Paris, which
ended the French and Indian War. 
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information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site: http://www.calottery.com
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310-664-8777
CALL NOW! EARTHQUAKE SHUT-OFF VALVES SAVE LIVES!!

Be Prepared for
the Next Earthquake
www.safegasservices.com

3017 Lincoln Blvd. • Santa Monica, CA 90405 ALL FORMS • ALL TYPES • ALL STATES

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800
Santa Monica 90401

BACK OR 
UNFILED TAXES?

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

VENICE — A Santa Monica
police officer shot and killed a car-
jacking suspect early Thursday,
after the man opened fire on
authorities and led them on a short
pursuit through area streets.

The suspect, whose identity is
not known, was pronounced dead
at the scene shortly after 5 a.m. He
is described as black and in his
20s, according to SMPD Lt. Frank
Fabrega. No officers were injured.

The incident began at 4:39 a.m. at
the corner of 10th Street and
Michigan Avenue, where the suspect
stole a Dodge Shadow from an
unidentified man. The victim, who
was not injured, was driving behind a
white van when it slowed and even-
tually stopped, Fabrega said. The vic-
tim told police he thought the driver
of the van was having mechanical
problems so he stopped to help.
That’s when the suspect emerged
from the van, pointed a shotgun at the
victim and stole his car.

Officers shoot, kill carjacking suspect

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
Detectives and police investigate the scene early Thursday in Venice where Santa Monica police officers fatally shot a man
who fired on them with a shotgun and led them on a pursuit in a stolen car.

Help wanted: Schools
failing to make hires
BY KEVIN HERRERA
Daily Press Staff Writer 

SMMUSD HDQRTS. — The
chair of the commission in
charge of hiring janitors, secu-
rity guards and other classified
employees at the school district
responded Thursday to criti-
cism from administrators and
elected officials over the per-
ceived footdragging in hiring
new district employees.

Celia Carrol of the
Personnel Commission, an
independent body responsible
for advertising job vacancies,
testing applicants and ranking
them based on performance
and qualifications, accepted
some responsibility for the 43
positions still open midway
through the school year. 

But she added that there are
many contributing factors and the
commission is not the sole culprit.

See SHOOTING, page 4

See HELP WANTED, page 5

LOCAL

BY KEVIN HERRERA
Daily Press Staff Writer

There is little hope among fig-
ure skating analysts that the U.S.
will take home a medal in Pairs
this week at the XX Winter
Olympics in Turino, Italy. 

Pairs, which opens the Games’
skating competition on Saturday, is
the weakest link for American
skaters. The last U.S. couple to
medal was Jill Watson and Peter
Oppegard, who secured a bronze in
1988. Since then, duos have not even
come close to reaching the podium.

But if any couple has a shot this
year, analysts said, it’s Santa
Monicans John Baldwin and Rena
Inoue, who are going into the
Games fresh off their come-from-
behind victory in the 2006 U.S.
Nationals, at which they became
the first duo to successfully land a
triple axel mid-air spin during
competition. That move, which
observers called “extraordinary,”
helped catapult them from fourth
to first and secured the two a spot
in Turino.

“We want to put our mark on
the sport and push pairs figure
skating to the next level,”
Baldwin, 32, said in an interview
after the Nationals win, the duos’

second. “I don’t want it to be just
like dust in the wind.”

Oppegard now coaches Baldwin
and Inoue in Artesia, Calif.

“I saw a lot of performances at
Nationals, and one of the high-
lights was John and Rena’s,” he
said, taking his bias into account.
“I think things like that make peo-
ple look at pairs and say, ‘This is
something I want to do.’”

A couple on and off the ice,
Baldwin and Inoue have been skat-
ing together since 1999, according
to www.nbcolympics.com, an offi-
cial site of the Olympic Games. 

The two met after Baldwin’s
father, a figure skating coach and
former U.S. champion, insisted
that Inoue, 29, skate with his son.
Inoue, a two-time Olympian sin-
gles skater from Japan, had other
plans. At the time, she had just
recovered from a six-month
chemotherapy treatment in Los
Angeles after being diagnosed
with lung cancer.  

“(After chemotherapy) my

Grand in Turino: Pair seeks Italian gold

Photo courtesy
THAT FIGURES: Santa Monicans John
Baldwin and Rena Inoue look to make
a podium appearance in Turino, Italy.

See OLYMPIANS, page 8



ARIES (March 21-April 19)
���� Your strength of personality

emerges when dealing with basic issues. You
might be surprised at the many different possibil-
ities that open up when you say, “No; I want
something different.” Let your imagination loose.
Tonight: Once more, use your imagination.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
����� Sometimes you are much

stronger and more determined than you realize.
Others back off and part the way for you. It seems
as if you have many more solutions than you
were aware of. Someone might find you a bit
pushy. Yes, you! Tonight: Beam in what you
want.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
��� Recognize that everyone has his or

her limits — even you. Do you really want to
cause yourself additional angst by spending and
overindulging? Ultimately, how good is this
behavior for you? Work on being good to yourself.
Tonight: Your treat.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
����� You have a way of drawing

reactions that can sometimes be disconcerting.
Step back, and use your high energy to create
more of what you want out of life. You can do it
— promise. Aim, and you could hit the bull’s-
eye. Tonight: Relax and enjoy.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
�� Take your time making a decision.

You might not be comfortable with someone’s
drive and pushiness. Quite clearly, this person
wants his or her way only. Be as reasonable as
possible, as you do have to “answer” to this per-
son. You know what works; do just that. Tonight:
Relax to good music.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
����� Seek out facts and only facts,

Virgo. Discard hearsay and gossip. Strong actions
taken right now will result in success. Do not
hesitate, but rather zero in on what you must do
or really would like to do. Meetings prove to be
lucky. Tonight: Celebrate the weekend in.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
����� Do loosen up and don’t get

uptight. Others might challenge your direction
and leadership. Realize that you have more
impact than you are aware of. Integrate what you
judge to be good ideas. Others will follow your
lead. Tonight: Out.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
����� Being able to take the high

road can make or break your day. Don’t get trig-
gered by someone who is very difficult. You need
to claim your power and bypass a problem. You
will naturally find solutions. Tonight: Easy does it.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
���� Others want it their way. Why not

let them have what they want instead of fighting
the trend? Ultimately, you will be much happier.
See what others create. They also need to see the
end results. Help out after the final results are in.
Tonight: Be with a favorite person.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
����� You will want others to tell it

like it is. Your imagination might be challenged by
someone else’s hassle. Others appreciate your
ability to find answers and solve problems. Be
careful with a moody loved one. Tonight: Just join
in.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
��� Be more nurturing to someone who

frequently has a difficult time. You will want to lie
back and take your time with someone you find
difficult. Don’t indulge in impatience. Stay even.
Tonight: Get extra R and R.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
����� What you say might be strong

and forceful, but will draw the response you
need. Another needs this wake-up call. Your cre-
ativity will surge to a new level if you allow others
to challenge you. Tonight: Whatever you choose
will be fun!
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JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you’ll Have:
�����-Dynamic  ����-Positive  ���-Average  ��-So-so  �-Difficult

Extra R&R, Aquarius

A U D I T  P E N D I N G
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HOROSCOPES

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

FREE Report Reveals Shocking Truth About
“Carpal Tunnel Syndrome” And Wrist/Hand Pain!

SANTA MONICA, CA – A New FREE Report reveals a leading cause  of wrist pain, numbness or weakness may not be caused
by problems  in the wrists and is overlooked by most doctors when they diagnose and treat carpal tunnel symptoms. If
you are currently seeing a doctor for wrist pain, numbness, or weakness, a free report is now available that reveals what
your doctor may not know or be telling you. To order your limited copy of this free report, call toll-free 1-888-285-
8558. (24 hr. recorded message) www.freecarpaltunnelreport.com

BBOB GGABRIEL IINSURANCE

California survey shows Mercury Insurance Auto
rates to be the most competetive in this area.

Phone Quotes Available

Providing Professional & Personalized Service Since 1936

� Auto Experts �� Life, Disability & Pension

� Homeowners � Commercial & Business

� Workers Compensation � Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies 
including MERCURY INSURANCE

310.829.0305
2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

We encourage you to visit the Santa

Monica Historical Society Museum —

The Archives of Santa Monica. 

1539 Euclid (310) 395-2290

01601984

Winter Cleaning Special!
HONEST, DEPENDABLE, THOROUGH,

EXCELLENT REFERENCES

Call for rates!
Quality Cleaning
(323) 605-7197

Eddie Guerboian

shop where they know your name

Visit us today and see the difference family makes.
Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm

gifts she will treasure forever

331 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica   2 Hours Free Parking (Behind Store) 310.451.1349 • www.readersjewelers.com

HEART-SHAPED DIAMOND PAVE 
18K WHITE GOLD PENDANT

ENLARGED TO SHOW DETAIL



LOCAL

Santa Monica residents will soon be polled as to whether
they are interested in cleaning the city’s beaches and coastal
waters, and whether they’re willing to pay for it. 

A soon-to-be-released cleanup plan would make Santa
Monica compliant by 2020 with several new environmental
regulations. City officials say there will be a considerable
need for a new funding source for the project. Capital costs
alone could reach $95 million over a period of 15 years. In
addition, operating and maintenance costs could at least dou-
ble the current $36 annual stormwater fee homeowners pay,
according to a recent staff report.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know, “What are you
willing to pay for a cleaner coast?”

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5 p.m. and we’ll
print your responses in the weekend edition. Please try to
limit your comments to a minute or less. It might help to think
first about the wording of your response.

Sponsored by...
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Rediscover The Galley’s genuine
service while experiencing our new

weekend brunch served on our
beautiful outdoor patio.

Serving Brunch from 11AM-4PM
Full Bar-Best Bloody Mary’s in Santa Monica

(310) 452-1934
2442 Main Street • Santa Monica

SURF CENTER santa monica

bCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop bbCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop b
1451 THIRD STREET PROMENADE
IN SANTA MONICA • 310.656.CURL

SNOW AND SURF REPORTS

FRIDAY
LOW TIDE: 7:04AM 1.1FT 6:41PM 1.02FT
HIGH TIDE: 12:40AM 5.1FT 12:49PM 3.7FT

SATURDAY
LOW TIDE: 8:38AM 1.0FT 7:23PM 1.8FT
HIGH TIDE: 1:29AM 5.1FT 2:29PM 2.9FT

SUNDAY
LOW TIDE: 10:24AM 0.7FT 8:24PM 2.4FT
HIGH TIDE: 2:29AM 5.1FT 5:09PM 2.7FT

MONDAY
LOW TIDE: 11:48AM 0.1FT 10:07PM 2.8FT
HIGH TIDE: 3.39AM 5.1FT 7:04PM 3.0FT

TUESDAY
LOW TIDE: 12:46PM –0.3FT 11:37PM 2.8FT
HIGH TIDE: 4:50AM 5.2FT 7:53PM 3.4FT

WEDNESDAY
N/A

THURSDAY
N/A

FRIDAY
N/A

TIDE FORECAST FOR SANTA MONICA

CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 59°
DATA PROVIDED BY WETSAND.COM

SURF AND SNOW QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? EMAIL ALEX@SMDP.COM

CONDITIONS DATA PROVIDED BY ONTHESNOW.COM

SWELL FORECAST (... FT)

Today our latest NW swell continues to fade with size
dipping down towards waist to chest with the lagging
periods finally arriving, hovering around only 12-13 sec-
onds.

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS

NW swell hits coast Sunday...
Tracking smaller NW for weekend of 18th... 

BEAR MOUNTAIN
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 12”-36” 8:30am - 4:00pm 18 10/12

CONDITIONS: Machine Made, Machine Groomed, Hard Packed, Wet

JUNE MOUNTAIN
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 72" - 96" 8:00am - 4:00pm 35 6/6

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Groomed

MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 120- 144" 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 150 25/28

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Groomed

MOUNTAIN HIGH
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 12”-24” 8:30 am - 10:00 pm 16 8/16

CONDITIONS: Machine Made, Machine Groomed, Hard Packed, Wet

MT. BALDY
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 12”-12” 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 0 0/4

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Made

SNOW SUMMIT
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 12”-36” 4:30 am - 4:30 pm 18 14/14

CONDITIONS: Machine Made, Machine Groomed, Hard Packed, Wet

SNOW VALLEY
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 24”-12” 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 10 5/11

CONDITIONS: Machine Groomed, Spring

The GalleyEST. 1934

BESTTHE BEST IN PERSONAL TRAINING

MAC FITNESS
ISSA CERTIFIED/FRENCH ALL NATIONAL SOCCER TEAM

310/854-9400
TRAINERMAC@HOTMAIL.COM

CUSTOM FITNESS PROGRAMS

FREE CONSULTATION
SPECIAL! 3 SESSIONS FOR $100

JOIN US THIS VALENTINE’S 
& EVERY DAY

and enjoy one of the following specials;

Our house favorite: 
Veal Osso Bucco

Housemade Maine Lobster Ravioli in Lobster Sauce

Finish with:
Bistro’s Famous Chocolate Soufflé

310-453-5442 
www.bistroofsantamonica.com

2301 Santa Monica Blvd

FULL
BAR

CELLAR WITH
OVER 200

WINES

SINCE 1986

Artists can tap into summer
By Daily Press staff

Officials organizing this summer’s T
artist to create a poster for the next conce

The Santa Monica Pier Restoration C
student, amateur and professional desig
annual Twilight Dance Series in the fo
design becomes the primary communicat
used in display advertising, posters, flyer

The artist who creates the winning d
becomes a collector’s item and keepsake
the winner will receive a VIP package for
the concerts. All designs will be on displa
first floor of Santa Monica Place through
entrants.

This year’s winner will be chosen via 
capier.org. Visitors to the site will only 
Voting will take place throughout the 
announced at the opening of the Commun

Past winners include Stephanie Do
Carmody with “Hitchcock;” and Jeff Ver

Entries are due at the pier’s offices by
by calling (310) 458-8901.

A sweetheart tea fundraiser
By Daily Press staff

A Valentine’s pre-tea celebration th
humanity throughout the world.

The sixth annual Valentine’s Tea Even
benefit The International Humanities Cen

There also will be henna painting, ta
communal art making, interactive perform
food.

Attendees can win tickets and gift certi
businesses such as the Ashes and S
Adornments, Relish Gift Designs and ma

The event will take place on Feb. 11 
Second Street. The cost is $15 in advance

Student ticket rates apply to members
Theatre of Note as well as residents of S
in advance or $15 at the door. Kids unde

For more information, call (310) 699-7

COMMUNI
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warren@prusd.com • www.sandiegohomesdowntown.com

2 bed 2 bath + den  1,680  sqrft   ocean views! ......$750,000
2 bed 2 bath 1,221 sqft Ocean Views!!...............$550,000
2 bed 2 bath 1,700 sqft Prime water view location..........$1,265,000
2 bed 2 bath + den Penthouse level. Water Views!!!  ..........$1,425,000

Chris Warren
(619) 818-1666

Discover Opportunity...
Just two hours away, Downtown San Diego is booming. 

Minutes to dozens of world class golf courses, parks and the historic Gaslamp
District...and the best ocean views in Southern California!

FOOD FOR
THOUGHT

L I F E ’ S  A  B E A C H  A N D  T H E N  Y O U  D I N E

F O R  I N C L U S I O N  I N  T H I S  G U I D E , P L E A S E  C A L L  ( 3 1 0 )  4 5 8 - 7 7 3 7

BENIHANA-For more than 40 years Benihana chefs have been cooking up a feast on the hibachi grill.  Steak,
chicken, seafood and vegetables are all prepared teppan-style "right before your eyes".  Start your meal with
a sushi appetizer, then relax and enjoy the show while sipping exotic cocktails served in collectible ceramic
mugs.  Open every day for lunch and dinner, valet parking nightly at the corner of 4th and Broadway.  1447
4th St., between Broadway and Santa Monica Blvd. (310) 260-1423.
BIG DEAN’S CAFE-Where the ‘locals’ meet and the ‘fun-loving’ tourists always return! Come enjoy our high-
ly acclaimed beach fare, beer, and wine at the best people watching place on the beach. Music, satellite
sports, 2 outdoor patios, and smoking allowed. This nostalgic eatery has been here since 1902! The prices
are reasonable and children are welcome. Now serving breakfast. Also serving lunch and dinner. 1615
Ocean Front, Santa Monica. (310) 393-2666.
BISTRO OF SANTA MONICA-A romantic setting in a historical 1890 building, enjoy the enchanting strains of
live Italian music every evening and signature dishes created by a master chef and served by a friendly, pro-
fessional staff. Bistro specializes in unique and authentic Italian dishes including fresh seafood dishes, steak
and lobster, offers an excellent wine list and full bar. And to top it all off, enjoy Bistro's Special dessert, our
famous chocolate soufflé. Hours: Lunch Mon.-Fri. 11-3:30 & Dinner 7 nights a week. 2301 Santa Monica
Blvd., Santa Monica. 310-453-5442 www.bistroofsantamonica.com
BRITANNIA PUB-This English pub has a traditional charm with a Californian flair. Traditional British breakfast
is served all day along with all your American favorites. Fish & Chips (our biggest seller) is a must try along
with Bangers & Mash and Shepherds Pie or go American with our assortment of appetizers, burgers, salads,
soups and sandwiches. We also serve our own hand cut fries. Join us after the restaurant closes for Quiz night,
Karaoke, and DJ nights. We now have a late night menu available 10pm-1:30am. Outdoor patio, pool table,
full bar, Gold Award from Guinness. Hours: 11am-10pm Monday-Friday, 9:30am-10pm Saturday and
Sunday. 318 Santa Monica Blvd., Santa Monica. (310) 458-5350.
BUCCA di BEPPO-gets to the heart of Southern Italian cooking with authentic, family-style recipes like Chicken
Parmigiana, Shrimp Scampi, and Tortelloni. Dishes are available in Buca Small portions for 2 or more peo-
ple, and Buca Large for 4 or more. The full menu is available for curb-side take out; we’ll deliver your order
right to your car! Located one block off the Promenade at 1422 2nd St, Santa Monica. Call 310-587-EATS
for reservations and take out. 

CASA ESCOBAR-This family owned institution in Santa Monica has been serving excellent food since 1965.
A friendly bar and dinner house frequented by the "locals" and tourists alike. We feature the best Mexican
dishes in town. Among the favorites are the crispy beef tacos, spinach enchiladas and our house-cut NY Strip
steaks on the grill. Our full bar is home of the famous Casa Escobar Margarita-a winner! While at the bar,
enjoy our classic piano bar along with cable TV. Valet Parking available. All major credit cards. Open lunch
and dinner. 2500 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica. (310) 828-1315.

OVERUNDER SPORTS GRILL-Located on the corner of 14th Street and Santa Monica Blvd., OVERUNDER fea-
tures 12 draft beers and a fine selection of wine making it a great place to watch any and all of your favorite
teams. The house specialty is the Philadelphia cheese steak. OVERUNDER also offers great burgers, salads,
Mexican food and more. OVERUNDER is the viewing home for the Cleveland Browns and strongly supports
the Lakers, Clippers, Dodgers, and Kings. Frequent food and beer specials are also offered at OVERUNDER
Sports Grill. All football, baseball, and basketball games are televised via satellite for every team. 1348 14th
Street, Santa Monica. (310) 576-9913.

THE OMELETTE PARLOR-For 28 years The Omelette Parlor has been offering the finest in breakfast fare. With
high fluffy omelettes, super sandwiches, and the freshest of salads, it’s more than breakfast. Enjoy your day
on our garden patio and experience the friendliness of service. Quality and value prevail forever at The
Omelette Parlor. We open everyday at 6am. Come early! Hours: 6am-2:30pm Monday-Friday, 6am-4pm
Saturday and Sunday. 2732 Main Street, Santa Monica. (310) 399-7892.

THE SLICE-A true neighborhood pizzeria serving authentic New York pizza & buffalo wings. We also offer a
selection of hot & cold subs, pastas and salads. You can also create your own calzone. Eat in, take out, or
delivery. Catering is available. Hours: open daily 11am-9pm. Visit one of our three locations: 915 Wilshire
Blvd., Santa Monica (310) 451-7542, 1622 Ocean Park Blvd., Santa Monica (310) 399-4060, 13151
Fountain Park Drive, Playa Vista (310) 437-7499.

VIOLET-At Violet restaurant the atmosphere is casual, comfortable, and, like its cuisine, is uncluttered. Chef
Jared Simons’ flavorful small plate fare has something to suit everyone, from light eaters to those with a taste
for a more robust fare. The Braised Short Ribs with Shallot Potatoes ($14.50) melt apart while the Multi-
Colored Beet Salad with Eel delights with Kumquat and Ginger Vinaigrette ($9) and the favorite among the
regulars is the Baked Macaroni and Gruyere Cheese with Serrano Ham ($7.50). Unique selection of new and
old world wines by the bottle, glass or flight as well as an impressive list of domestic & imported artisan beers.
Hours: Lunch: Tuesday–Friday, 11:30am–2pm. Dinner: Tuesday–Friday, 6pm–10pm & Saturday and Sunday,
5:30pm–10pm. 3221 Pico Blvd., Santa Monica. www.violetrestaurant.com (310) 453-9113.

GOT ADVERTISING?
There is no more convincing medium

than a DAILY local newspaper.

Call us about the Service Directory, it’s only

$204 a month!!
Santa Monica Daily Press                    (310) 458-7737

SMPD officers began searching sur-
rounding areas, spotting the suspect 15
minutes later driving the stolen vehicle in
Venice. While other SMPD officers were
responding to the scene, two officers in
one patrol car approached the suspect,
who stopped and exited the vehicle armed
with a shotgun. He fired at the officers
before getting back in the car. A pursuit
ensued, which ended in the 400 block of
Santa Clara Avenue in Venice when the
suspect smashed into the side of a build-
ing. He exited the car armed, and officers
opened fire on the suspect. He then got
back into the vehicle, Fabrega said. 

After police ordered the man to surren-
der, the suspect pointed the shotgun in the
direction of officers, who then opened fire
again. The gun was dropped and no move-
ment was seen from the suspect, Fabrega
said. Paramedics arrived shortly after and
pronounced the suspect dead. It’s
unknown what part of the suspect’s body
suffered gunshot wounds, or which officer
fired the fatal bullet.

Officials from the Los Angeles County
Shooting Team, an independent body that
investigates officer-related shootings,
were on scene in Venice analyzing evi-
dence. SMPD detectives also are conduct-
ing an investigation, and were at the

scenes in Venice and in Santa Monica
where the carjacking took place.

A perimeter was set up from Pico
Boulevard along 10th Street to Michigan
Avenue, and on Michigan Avenue from
Ninth to 11th streets. The van was left
where the suspect abandoned it, in the
middle of the intersection at 10th Street
and Michigan Avenue. The van was
reported stolen on Feb. 5 from a carjack-
ing that occurred in Venice by a suspect
described as a black man armed with a
shotgun, Fabrega said.

Fabrega didn’t know the administrative
status of the officers involved in the
shooting, or when the last time a SMPD
officer killed a suspect. The last incident
in which a SMPD officer shot a suspect
was in June of 2005 when police shot two
suspected bank robbers after a three-mile
chase that ended in a parking garage off of
Lincoln Boulevard. The suspects, who
robbed First Federal Bank on Main Street,
survived and are being prosecuted. 

The last time a SMPD officer was shot
was last week, on Feb. 2, near the corner of
20th Street and Pico Boulevard. Officer
Walter Ramirez, a four-year veteran of the
department, was shot in the wrist and treat-
ed at a local hospital. Michael Espindola, 20,
a resident of Santa Monica and known gang
member, has been charged with several
felonies related to the shooting, police said.

Police investigating
officer-related shooting
SHOOTING, from page 1

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
Police closed off a portion of Michigan Avenue, between Lincoln Boulevard and 11th Street, the
scene of a carjacking early Thursday. The suspect abandoned this white van, then stole a Dodge
Shadow at gunpoint. The suspect was shot dead by police about 30 minutes later in Venice.



LOCAL
Santa Monica Daily Press � Friday, February 10, 2006  � Page 5

RECYCLE NOW!
WE PAY THE BEST RATES!

Santa Monica Recycling Center 
2411 Delaware Avenue • (310)) 453-9677

Aluminum       Plastic       Glass       Bi-Metal       Newspaper
CardboardWhite/Color/Computer Paper       Copper & Brass       

X
DELAWARE AVE.

24
T

H

MICHIGAN

C
L

O
V

E
R

F
IE

L
D

WHAT ARE YOU AFRAID OF?
Flying? Public Speaking? Doctors? Exams?

Auditions? Spiders? Heights?

We can make them disappear!

John McGrail C.Ht.
Clinical Hypnotherapist

(310) 235-2883  www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

“This is a very complex issue,” Carrol
said. “All of us are responsible …  and we
should use this opportunity to get more
people excited about working for the dis-
trict. I think it is an exciting place to work.”

School board members voiced their
displeasure last week with the lack of non-
teaching staff at several campuses
throughout the district, contending the
vacancies have negatively impacted stu-
dent services and made the jobs of school
administrators more difficult.

While district officials said the backlog
in hiring was due to instability in the com-
mission over the last two years, Carrol
said principals and others in charge of
selecting qualified candidates are also cul-
pable. 

Carrol said the commission, comprised
of three appointed members and five
employees, was going through some rough
times over the last two years as directors
left and analysts moved elsewhere, leaving
the commission short-handed.

But since the new director, Wilbert
Young, came on board in April of last
year, Carrol said the commission is mov-
ing swiftly to recommend candidates to
the district for hire. Of the 60 positions
open at the beginning of the school year,
the commission has recommended candi-
dates for 25 jobs. Of the remaining 35,
Carrol said 17 positions have been filled
while candidates are being tested for the
remaining 18. 

Thirteen new positions have opened up
in the last month, she said.

“Some of these positions are very hard
to fill because they are only for two or
three hours a day with no benefits and the
turnover is high,” Carrol said. “We recruit
mainly from the Los Angeles County area,
and say for positions in Malibu that are
only part-time, it is very difficult to get
someone to agree to that long commute
for the very little money these jobs pay.
It’s improving a bit, but there is still a lot
of work to be done.”

To find out why employees leave so
soon, the commission will begin conduct-
ing exit interviews, Carrol said. 

“We spend all this time on recruitment
only to have some leave within a couple
of months,” she said. “Maybe they found
something better. We don’t really know.”

Carrol said the district has been sup-
portive of the idea and the commission
has sent a sample exit interview to offi-
cials in human resources. She expects to
see it put in use within the month.

Carrol, who was appointed to the com-
mission in 1998 and is currently serving
her third term, said some positions have
been vacant for months, even years,
because there is no money. Instead of
dropping the position entirely, they are
kept on the school’s list of vacancies as a
‘place holder’ until money becomes avail-
able. That may give the impression that
jobs are not being filled when, in fact,
they can’t because of budget constraints.

“If you drop them, there is no guaran-
tee they will come back,” she said of the
vacant positions.

Carrol also is concerned about the lack
of enforcement for administrators who
receive certified candidate lists but refuse
to interview or hire anyone recommended
by the commission.

“Some hold out for years for many rea-
sons,” she said. “Maybe they like the sub-
stitute they already have in that position
and don’t want to fill it permanently …
There is no pressure for a site to hire. In
the city, if we don’t hire within a certain
time, that position is taken away. It’s one
of the basic problems. Principals … have
too much autonomy on their campus.”

Michael Mathews, assistant superin-
tendent of human resources at the district,
said he has heard of some principals not
acting upon candidate lists and he has
asked commission members to notify him
if that occurs.

“Once the commission passes along
qualified candidates, it is our job to make
sure people are hired as soon as possible,”
he said. “Sometimes our principals get frus-
trated because the candidates recommended
don’t meet the minimum qualifications.”

Rules laid out by the district and the
commission state that a school administra-
tor doesn’t have to hire a prospective can-
didate if there are only one or two recom-
mended. If three candidates are presented,
the administrator must hire one.

Mathews said a typical list usually
includes three, but no more than five can-
didates.

“The positions are hard ones to fill,
especially instructional aids, and there
needs to be aggressive advertising and
real hard work to make it happen,”
Mathews said. “I see that the Personnel
Commission is doing more of that now
and I’m pleased. It’s a challenging job.”

In the district there are two types of
employees — classified and certified.
Those who are certified carry a certificate
while those who are classified, such as
custodians and cafeteria workers, don’t. 

The commission was created to remove
any bias in the hiring of classified
employees. The three board members are
appointed alternately by the state superin-
tendent of public instruction and by the
executive officer of the state personnel
board, each of whom may consider the
recommendation of the board of educa-
tion, unions representing employees, as
well as administrators.

A member of the commission must be
a registered voter, a resident within the
district and be familiar with the principal
of the merit system. No member of the
commission shall be a member of the
school board nor be an employee of the
district, according to the bylaws.

The term of office for each commis-
sioner is three years and expires on Dec.
1. The term of one commissioner expires
each year. Commissioner members are
paid $25 per meeting.

The Personnel Commission’s budget
for this school year is $540,000, Mathews
said.

While they are not in the classroom
instructing students, Carrol and Mathews
agreed classified employees play very
important roles in the district and they
should be hired at the same rate as certified
employees. District officials said there are
no vacancies for certified employees.

“It’s important to have custodians. It’s
important to have teachers aids,” said
Carrol, who works as a city librarian. “It is
critical to have a good support staff at our
schools and I know we all share the same
goal and we hope to move more efficient-
ly and effectively.”

Board displeased
with lack of staff
HELP WANTED, from page 1
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Administrators don’t
get graded on a curve

The effects of bureaucracy are at work once again in Santa
Monica — this time in the Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School
District.

Schools throughout the district are in dire need of crucial employees,
who in large part, provide support and critical services that are supposed
to make our education system so stellar.

More than 60 nonteaching jobs remain unfilled — six months after the
start of the school year. While typically we hear that janitors, security guards
and teacher aides aren’t hired because of budget problems, that’s not the
case in Santa Monica and Malibu. Instead, the positions haven’t been filled
because the hiring process has been hijacked by a bureaucratic boondoggle.

The district’s personnel commission, comprised of three appointed vol-
unteers and five paid staff members, is in charge of advertising the vacan-
cies, collecting job applications and conducting tests to screen candidates
before they are sent on to the district for hiring. But for unknown reasons,
the commission has failed to qualify applicants in a timely manner. The
commission, which is an independent entity but funded by the district to the
tune of $540,000 a year, asserts it is school administrators who have
dragged their feet in hiring people. Still, staff members in the commission
office claim that qualified applicants have been sent to the district for 25
openings — leaving nearly three dozen positions far from being filled.

In the end, Santa Monica and Malibu — two of the most prosperous
communities in the country — lack proper staffing levels because
bureaucrats can’t get their acts together.

While both sides point fingers at each other and place the blame on one
another, the students and staff at the schools are suffering. Take for exam-
ple the dozen unfilled assistant positions in the district’s child develop-
ment service department or the three permanent security guards at Santa
Monica High School, which is dealing with racial tensions amongst its
students. There are 14 schools that have one or more vacancies.

These positions were open in June, at the end of the last school year. It
shouldn’t take so long to fill them. Officials in the district’s human resources
department say it takes about three weeks to make a decision on which appli-
cant to hire after he or she is given the stamp of approval from the personnel
commission. We argue it shouldn’t take the commission more than double
that time to screen candidates. Instead, it’s been eight months and counting.

The purpose of the commission’s autonomy from the district is to pre-
vent bias and nepotism, and to ensure the hiring process is equitable.
Because of the commission’s and the district’s inaction, there is inequity
across the board, but it is the students who are feeling the brunt of it.

It’s been difficult to get to the bottom of who’s responsible for the
ineptness because both sides have proved adept at making excuses. The
district says its the commission’s fault. The commission says it’s the dis-
trict’s fault. Some say the commission shouldn’t be blamed since it has
suffered from instability the past two years — there have been several
interim directors and staff vacancies. If staff turnover can paralyze an
organization then it’s time to think about overhauling the system.

That’s exactly what the school board would like to do, but its hands are
tied since it has no authority over the commission. School board mem-
bers do plan to discuss how it can have more influence over the commis-
sion and work better with its members. But in order for the school board
to have more control, it will require a vote by residents. 

One thing is for certain: The personnel commission needs to be held
accountable and district administrators must be more diligent in making
sure that students are being served. We say bring it to a vote, stop plac-
ing the blame and get to work. The students deserve more.

————— EDITORIAL —————

As the nation commemorates George
Washington’s birthday amidst a cacopho-
ny of “President’s Day” retail promotions,
we should be mindful of poet Carl
Sandburg’s warning that “whenever a
people or an institution forget its hard
beginnings, it is beginning to decay.” In
this post 9/11 era of the “Patriot Act,”
domestic wiretaps and dissent being
labeled as “irresponsible” and “unpatriot-
ic,” it is clear that we have “forgotten
(our) hard beginnings.”

It was during these “hard beginnings”
that a departing President Washington
gave a farewell address warning this new
nation of the dangers that lay ahead and
which are very real today. Washington
stressed that elected officials must exer-
cise caution “to confine themselves with-
in their respective constitutional spheres.”
More importantly, questions about the
allocation of powers between the branch-
es of government should be addressed “in
the way which the Constitution desig-
nates. But let there be no change by
usurpation; for this (however well inten-
tioned) is the customary weapon by which
free governments are destroyed.”

Our nation’s first patriot properly rec-
ognized that the young nation was united
not by a monarch or a shared ethnic or
religious heritage, but by the principles
embodied in the Constitution. That is why
every president, vice president, member
of Congress, the armed forces and every
new citizen must pledge that they will pre-
serve, protect and defend the Constitution.  

The framers intended for the
Constitution to be our national creed and a
true patriot must always respect the legiti-
mate roles and limitations of each branch
of government — recognize that our per-
sonal liberty can only be secure when our
government respects a citizen’s rights and
that justice can only be rendered when due
process is afforded. This is especially true
during times of war since, as Justice
O’Connor noted “it is during our most
challenging ... moments that our nation’s
commitment to due process is most
severely tested; and it is in those times
that we must preserve our commitment at
home to the principles for which we fight
abroad.”  

President Lincoln stated in his First
Inaugural Address, that if we “continue to

execute all the express provisions of our ...
Constitution ... (this more perfect) union
will endure forever.” Washington and
Lincoln would be alarmed and outraged to
hear President Bush amongst fellow
Republicans contemptuously dismiss the
Constitution as “just a goddamned piece
of paper” while also attempting to exploit
politically his disregard for the limitations
on executive power.   

They would be astonished to see Bush
and his allies claim the mantle of patriotism
and declare any criticism of the president to
be irresponsible or unpatriotic. But as
Republican Senator Margaret Chase Smith
noted during the McCarthy era, “those ...
who shout the loudest about Americanism
... are all too frequently those who ... ignore
(its) basic principles.” To those who claim
you either support the president or the
enemy (which only seems to occur during
Republican administrations), my response
is simple — patriotism is not about sup-
porting the President absolutely but rather
“it’s (about) the Constitution, stupid!”   

On Washington’s birthday we should
remember our hard beginnings. We have
inherited a republic that even its founders
questioned whether it could succeed and
yet has survived nearly 12 generations.
This is a testament to our nation’s com-
mitment to the values upon which we
were founded, but also to the many great
people who have stood tall when the time
called for leadership, wisdom or service.
Our greatness as a nation flows in part
from the integrity of George Washington,
the vision of James Madison, the strength
of Abraham Lincoln, the determination of
Franklin Roosevelt, the idealism of John
F. Kennedy, the courage of Martin Luther
King, Jr., and, most importantly, the dedi-
cation and commitment of countless
nameless people who worked in some
form to serve our country.

Above all else, we must remember that
this bountiful valley of liberty grew from
a single seed — the Constitution. This is
not a historic document or a “goddamned
piece of paper,” but a covenant between
the founders and all Americans to come.
On Washington’s birthday, we must rec-
ognize that it is our turn to stand tall and
renew our commitment to preserve, pro-
tect and defend our Constitution in order
that this more perfect union will endure
forever. 

(Bennet Kelley is the former National
Co-Chair of the Democratic National
Committee’s young professional arm, the
publisher of BushLies.net and a Santa
Monica attorney. He can be reached at
bennet@bennetkelley.com.) 

Fathers knew best:
Covet the Constitution

SOAP BOX
BY BENNET KELLEY
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Stopping eco-terrorists seems quite natural
Editor: 

Regarding Mr. Onkar Ghate’s “Science without conscience is the ruin of the soul”
(SMDP, Feb. 3, page 4.) Perhaps now more than ever and in spite of free electronic
access to information, the specter that science and applied technology is a Faustian
bargain is completely ignored.

In 1994, barely five years after the fall of the Berlin wall, I was privileged to
address a Green Peace discussion in my parental homeland of Slovakia, which had
pristine lakes and rivers at the foot of the Tatra mountains when I vacationed there as
a youth in 1951. Shocked by the oily stench of completely tree-less swamps that faced
me in 1994, upon for the first time revisiting the area, I cajoled the Green Peace mon-
itor for his organization’s confrontational methods of harassing industrial corpora-
tions on the high seas.

The theme of my rebuttal essentially was that corporate decision makers would be
far more responsive to utilatarian pleadings than to force. I stressed that the continued
abuse of the environment and ecology in the interest of profit was really a conse-
quence of scientists relaxing their moral and political vigilance.

Losing 37 percent of the Amazon rain forest is a moral predicament that could have
been avoided if climate scientists had at least considered that climate changes, and
perhaps global warming were also due to more heat being reflected back in the lower
climate controlling atmosphere, as well as the absence of carbon dioxide absorbing
foliage.

Frank Muller
Santa Monica

Truth buried at cemetery
Editor:

Who is Michael Steen and what went wrong during his tenure as the city of Santa
Monica’s superintendent of Woodlawn Cemetery?

The cemetery is one of a handful owned by California municipalities and approx-
imately 15 years ago there was an opening, on the horizon, as the then current super-
intendent was facing retirement. A search began scouring the United States for a pre-
mier performer. Someone who understood the unique kind of service to be continued
to Santa Monica’s residents and relatives. Many of the founding families are interred
there. Residential or relationships are required to repose in these hallowed grounds.

The city found Mr. Steen who had applied while director of the world famous
Pierce Brothers Westwood Village Mortuary and Memorial Park (Marilyn Monroe
along with numerous other Hollywood luminaries are “at rest” there.) Steen had a
sterling career, going back to his Nebraska childhood roots and his neighbor role
model who just happened to be a mortician. He felt his calling to service in an indus-
try under fire for death and dollars and knew that his mission was to serve families in
grief and endlessly give of himself as a sincere grief mitigator.  

He did his job well enough to be featured in Gentleman’s Quarterly (GQ) as the
“Mortician To The Stars.” Everyone seemed to hear about the genuine caring that
flowed from this dedicated man and sought out his counsel. When the AIDS epidem-
ic hit, it was Mike who conducted endless seminars on death and dying. He would
take his time to go to assisted living facilities to, sometimes, be the only visitor to be
seen by some of the abandoned elderly.

As an ordained minister, he offers weekly communion at one of the city’s board
and care facilities. He sits on the board of the International Cemetery and Funeral
Association, and was responsible for bringing that organization’s convention to this
city.

So, what happened? What went wrong?
Apparently nothing for almost 14 years, if you are to believe the exceptional job

performance evaluations he had received from his supervisors. Performance bonuses
were approved by the City Manager.  

But something was wrong. Very wrong. The city viewed the cemetery as some
kind of step-child. None of Steen’s supervisors knew anything about cemetery oper-
ations and didn’t seem to care. The cemetery fell under the water department. Steen
tried to increase revenue and suggested the facility be used, in a dignified manner, as
a movie backdrop. Movie location managers had been pestering him for years to pay
the going rate of  $2,000 per day. When he brought it up, City Hall hierarchy dis-
missed the idea with a “don’t bring up that subject again.”

He created a mausoleum expansion and hand-painted wall murals. He beautified
the once drab mausoleum and surrounding grounds.

He made it a point to attend most every burial less there be a potential flaw. He
spoke at many when there was no one to speak for the deceased.

Don’t let the acreage fool, you. This place was run by a handful of groundskeep-
ers, Mike and his administrative assistant. That’s it. Two people manning the endless
calls for service and assistance.

You might ask what happened to his administrative assistant? His right-hand
woman. Her sworn statement indicated that she was “afraid to report problems to
supervisors for fear of repercussions.” Huh? She was sent over to fill a vacancy, as his
assistant, coming with 12 years of human resources experience with the city. What in

the world could he have done to her in a two-person office? A laughable excuse for
abandoning any responsibility for anything that was alleged and she enjoys continued
employment within the city.  

Armed with an incomplete audit and unanswered questions the city went on the
offensive, seizing his city vehicle, in the middle of the afternoon with a funeral about
to get underway, and ordering him, under police guard to take some personal belong-
ings and not return under penalty of arrest. For what? There was no comment. He was
placed on administrative paid leave being left clueless as to what he was facing.  Not
pleasant a couple of weeks before Christmas. Not even a chance to say anything to his
staff. Forbidden to communicate with any city personnel.

Ultimately, under demand from legal counsel, the city responded, indicating they
were looking into allegation of financial irregularities.

The Santa Monica Police Department’s special audit unit (which deals with inter-
nal corruption) was called into the investigation and found no evidence of criminal
misdeeds.

And then with hundreds of hours of auditing and tens of thousands of dollars later,
the city determined that there were some “financial record keeping problems” but
after an exhaustive review could not put their fingers on an amount or even an approx-
imate amount. Oh, they did find a $78 check that hadn’t been cashed. Several years
old and buried in the back of Steen’s desk. And there was that sticky matter of Steen’s
domestic partner owning a grave marker and monument company. A conflict of inter-
est the city cried. Steen responded that if someone asked if there was a monument
company in the city he did in fact state that there was. Mine. The only one in the city.
How about the closest monument company to the cemetery? Yes. Mine. Who does
most of the monuments here? Me. He even handed out a sheet of paper with all the
monument companies in the surrounding cities with the disclaimer written on it that
the list was neither a “recommendation nor an endorsement.” All of the above were
truthful statements. If you want to call those statements “referrals” so be it.  Read back
in this article. Remember Steen’s passion to serving his families? He was not about to
do what is current policy and tell people in town or out of town to either look in the
phone book or the internet. Hardly serving grieving or inquiring families in need of
information.

As this story unfolds, seven months into his suspension, Steen is formally termi-
nated.

Shocked by this, his attorney requests an appeal by binding arbitration. The city
refuses and elects, as is its privilege to use its in-house, City Council-approved per-
sonnel board to handle the appeal. The die is cast. Testimony and evidence is pre-
sented and then, in a surprise move the board informs the city’s attorney and Steen’s
attorney that they will be limited to 10 minutes each for closing arguments. Let’s get
this right. Fourteen years of service, confusing testimony and contradictions all to be
dealt with in no more then 10 minutes? All those years of service and dedication and
the board just couldn’t see fit to allow, say, 20 minutes? Or had they already made up
their minds?

You might be asking yourself was anyone else held accountable? Nope. Not the
staff that gave Steen all those misleading years of glowing performance reviews. Not
the finance department who might have cut the problems off at the pass since it was
their requested initial audit.  Why didn’t they come over to the cemetery to see if the
checks and balances were in place? Craig Perkins, Steen’s department head, under
oath stated that he didn’t check because “… I assume all my managers are going their
jobs …” If that be true then what is the city paying Mr. Perkins for? Or Gil Borboa,
Steen’s immediate supervisor. He thought, under oath, that Steen’s office was
“messy” but didn’t tell Steen to clean it up.

Please don’t get this writer wrong. Mike is responsible for whatever he did or did-
n’t do. I’m furious that he didn’t listen to my admonition to protect “thine own pos-
terior” and send e-mail every month to finance, Perkins and Borboa asking them to
come by and check to see if he was in compliance. I could kick him into the first open
grave for being service oriented and not a politician. For not listening when I warned
him about mean-spirited people populating city government. Mike always looked for
the good in people and couldn’t believe that people, close to him would actually lie
under oath about him.  

The personnel board upheld the decision to terminate Mike’s employment and in
such wording that you would think he didn’t have an attorney or they weren’t listen-
ing. Nothing short of termination would do. Not a suspension. Nothing. A 40-year
career and 14 years of city devotion flushed.

But I will close this with this observation. An observation based on 34 years of
knowing him. Not a 10-minute closing argument.

On the day of the infamous Northridge earthquake devastation when our house
stopped shaking Mike said, “I have to go to the cemetery. I have to see how it is.” The
image I will always have is him being seated on the mausoleum steps, with his head
in his hands sobbing as he surveyed the downed upright markers …. repeating … “I
have to get these back up before the families see this …”

The city will find another cemetery superintendent but they will never replace Mike.

William Schneid
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all let-
ters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427
Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

YOUR OPINION MATTERS! Send your letters to Santa Monica Daily Press Attn. Editor:  1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202 Santa Monica • 90401 • editor@smdp.com
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SPORTS GRILL
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Available for Private Parties
Lunch Time Delivery Available
1333 Santa Monica Blvd.
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Sure you rent, but it’s

WHAT’S INSIDE
that makes it your home.

Your landlord’s insurance covers the building, not your stuff inside. For around the cost of a DVD a month,
you can get Renters Insurance and protect the things that make your place your home.

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company-Bloomington, IL; State Farm Florida
Insurance Company-Winter Haven, FL • statefarm.com

David B. Rosenberg, Agent
Insurance Lic. #:0618319
1220 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica CA 90401
Bus: 310-458-3400 P03835 12/04

Cane sword found in backpack
At 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 25, the Santa Monica police responded to the

1500 block of Second Street where officers were responding to complaints of noise
and were conducting a sporadic check. While walking through the Burger King,
officers saw a group of seven male individuals loitering and skateboarding on the
steps in front of the restaurant. As officers approached, one of the male subjects
yelled to his friend, “Hey, stupid, the cops are behind you,” in reference to the
skateboarding, which is illegal. The subject apologized to the officers and the
group began to walk away. As the group was walking away, officers noticed a
backpack that was left unattended. Officers asked the individuals within the group
if any of them were the owner of the backpack. No one replied. Officers looked
into the backpack and saw a cylinder object protruding from the backpack, at
which point one of the males yelled out that the backpack was his. Officers recov-
ered a cane sword — 24 inches in length — from the backpack. Rickey Lee
Bolton, 26, transient, was booked for possession of a concealed weapon and felony
probation violation. No bail was set.

At 5:08 p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 28, the Santa Monica police responded to the
1300 block of Franklin Street regarding an auto burglary. When officers arrived at
the scene, they contacted the witnesses, who said they were walking when they
saw the suspect break into the vehicle and flee. They notified police and respond-
ing officers located the suspect in the 1300 block of Berkeley Street. A field show-
up was conducted and the suspect, Emeline Norris, 40, transient, was positively
identified, taken to jail and booked for burglary and parole violations. No bail was
set.

At 6:05 p.m. on Sunday, Jan. 29, the Santa Monica police responded to the 1000
block of Ocean Avenue regarding a disturbance. When officers arrived at the
scene, they spoke to the victims, who said that they were walking when the sus-
pect approached them and spat in their face for an unknown reason. They notified
police and the suspect, Emeline Norris, 40, was later arrested for assault and bat-
tery and an outstanding warrant. No bail was set.

This police report was prepared by Daily Press staff writer Ryan Hyatt.

CRIME WATCH
B y  D a i l y  P r e s s  s t a f f

immunity system was so low that I was
getting colds easy and getting tired easy,”
she told reporters in Turino on Tuesday. “I
had a higher chance of pneumonia, but I
recovered really quick.”

With a new lease on life, Inoue, who
started skating at the age of 4 when doc-
tors told her it may help with her asthma,
decided to compete in singles for one
more year and then return to Japan to pur-
sue a career in medicine. 

But Baldwin’s father persisted and
after a few months she agreed. The two
moved to Santa Monica shortly after-
wards, where they currently reside after a
brief stint in Arizona. The two had moved
from the west coast to follow their coach,
Olympic medalist Watson, who was run-
ning an elite skating program at the Desert
Schools Coyote Center.

Feeling homesick, the couple moved

back to Santa Monica in February of last
year and have since worked with
Watson’s former partner, Oppegard.

“To get the right kind of training, it’s
important to be in the right frame of
mind,” Baldwin told U.S. Figure Skating
in an interview shortly after the move
back to Santa Monica. “Our friends and
our family and our life are out here. It’s
important to be happy.”

Baldwin was born in Dallas and gradu-
ated from Mesa College in San Diego in
1995. Inoue was born in Hyougo, Japan,
and graduated from Tokyo’s Waseda
University with a degree in education. 

She recently became a U.S. citizen,
allowing her to compete for the country in
the Winter Olympics.

Off the ice, the couple, who are not
married, enjoy hiking in the Santa Monica
Mountains, water sports, gardening, play-
ing poker and caring for their cat,
Madonna.

Pair of Olympians keep
their edge training in SM
OLYMPIANS, from page 1

The beach comprises more than
half of Santa Monica’s open space.

DID YOU KNOW...DID YOU KNOW...
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Is proud to bring you the very finest taxi service in

the Santa Monica area. Check out our advantages:

• 17 Years Experience Serving Santa Monica

• First Class Service, 24-Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week

• Licensed, Professional, Safe & Courteous Drivers

• Friendly, Multi-Lingual Dispatch Operators

• Fully Insured, Well-Maintained, Super-Clean Vehicles

• Corporate Accounts Welcome

• Convenient School Transportation or Grocery Shopping

• Senior Citizen Discounts and more...

$3 off the meter ($17 minimum charge)

$4 off the meter ($22 minimum charge)

20% senior citizen discount 828-2233
Discount valid with coupon only. Not valid from hotels. Must mention coupon when ordering the taxi. Not to be combined with any other discounts. Expires 1/1/06.

A story to tell with new play
By Daily Press staff

A play will be shown this month in Santa Monica that bears the souls of four men.
Adapted by Bob Baker from stories written by Greg Goodheart, Eric Gordon,

Don DeForest Paul and Larry Rubinstein, “Wagging Tails: Stories from the
Stonewall Generation” sees a quartet of men disclosing significant events they
experienced as children and young adults, as well as revelations about their present
lives in Los Angeles. It’s been described as courageous, honest, funny and poignant.

The script grew from the stories Goodheart, Gordon, Paul and Rubinstein gath-
ered at a series of oral history workshops. Baker previously adapted and directed the
2004 theater piece “Stories to Tell.”

The play will be performed Feb. 24-26; Friday and Saturday at 8:30 p.m.; Sunday
2:30 p.m. at Highways Performance Space, located at 1651 18th St. Tickets are $15.
Visit www.highwaysperformance.org or call (310) 315-1459 for more information. 

Fastest theater in town ready to sprint
By Daily Press staff

Call it local theater on steroids.
The Ruskin Group Theatre’s “L.A. Café Plays” — dubbed the “Fastest Theater

in Town” because five short plays go from conception to execution in just 10 1/2
hours — will be held Sunday, Feb. 19.

The February “Café Plays” will be staged at 7:30 p.m. and 9 p.m. at Ruskin
Group Theatre, 3000 Airport Ave.. at Santa Monica Airport. The theme will be “Till
Death Do Us Part.” Although several theaters throughout the country have staged
24-hour plays, Ruskin producers Markus Flanagan, Mike Myers, Erin Kelly and
Michael Laurie have upped the stakes and cut that time by more than half. 

At 9 a.m. the day of the performance, five writers gather at Back on Broadway,
a café-restaurant in Santa Monica. Each writer picks at random two manila
envelopes containing actors’ headshots. They are then given four hours to write a
seven- to 10-page one-act play that takes place in a café. The directors then take
over, meet their actors, and begin rehearsals.

“I wanted a format that forced everyone involved to trust the process and ignore
the result. And I have to say it works,” Flanagan said. “Everyone always leaves with
a better understanding of their creative process. Plus it’s just so fresh and electric,
it’s always a great night to be in the room.”

The Ruskin Group Theatre, founded in 2002, has not only produced several crit-
ically acclaimed shows, it has done extensive outreach, teaching and performing in
correctional facilities, boys’ homes, nursing homes and more throughout Southern
California. Aside from its productions and Café Plays, it also develops new works
through its “Something New @ 2” series. Ruskin is currently producing the come-
dy “That May Well Be True,” which runs Feb. 10 through April 1.

Tickets for “L.A. Café Plays” are $10. Call (310) 397-3244 or go to
http://www.ruskingrouptheatre.com .

Playwright makes his mark in SM
By Daily Press staff

It’s not unusual for actors to become playwrights — Sam Shepard, Noel
Coward, even Chekhov started their theatre careers on stage.

But a playwright who turns to acting — and who practically makes his debut on
Broadway — is, indeed, a rare phenomenon.

“I made my acting debut and farewell on Broadway, as everyone should,” says
recent Los Angeles transplant Jay Reiss, only half joking.

Reiss — whose play “That May Well Be True” will have a run at Ruskin Group Theatre
in Santa Monica Feb. 10 through April 1 — found himself on the Great White Way through
a series of serendipitous events, the stuff of which show biz legends are made.

It started as a lark. At the urging of his fiancée, director Rebecca Feldman, Reiss
agreed to help create and act in a quirky, improv-heavy show called “C-R-E-P-U-S-
C-U-L-E” about a spelling bee competition. The play ran three weeks at Theatorium
in downtown New York in 2004. And that was supposed to have been that.

It was off to Barrington Stage in the Berkshires where several other co-creators
worked with Finn to develop the new musical that was to become “The 25th Annual
Putnam County Spelling Bee.” 

Riess ended up staying in the Broadway produ•ction for six months in the role of
Douglas Panch, the vice principal he created for the original play who asks the bee con-
testants the tricky words to spell. He also performed at the Tony Awards last spring and
bantered with — and gave a spelling test to — Katie Couric on “The Today Show.” 

It was the kind of success that thousands of wannabe actors throughout the nation
would give an arm and a leg for. But Reiss had no desire to be an actor, had no on-stage
experience as a child or young adult, and did not even major in theatre as an under-
graduate at the State University of New York at Binghamton — he studied cinema.

However, he has been a productive writer, graduating from The Juilliard
School’s playwriting program and authoring several plays including “The Tulip
Craze” (Manhattan Theatre Club); “Meanwhile, on the Other Side of Mount
Vesuvius” (Adobe Theatre in New York); and “The Romantics.” “That May Well
Be True” was commissioned by Manhattan Theatre Club.

Though Reiss could have stayed on in “Spelling Bee,” his heart — and main interest —
lies with writing. And so he bid an emotional farewell to fellow cast members last October
and moved to LA to write screenplays, having already sold one script to Warner Bros.

“Acting was good fun, but it was never the most fulfilling thing,” he said. “But
for a playwright, it was an invaluable experience. I told the people at Juilliard that
the final part of the playwriting program should be acting in a Broadway musical.”

“That May Well Be True” runs Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2
p.m. at Ruskin Group Theatre, 3000 Airport Ave. For information call (310) 397-3244.  

ENTERTAINMENT BRIEFS
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BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

THE MOVIE: The Pink
Panther
THE DIRECTOR: Shawn
Levy
THE STARS: Steve Martin,
Kevin Kline, Beyonce
Knowles, Emily Mortimer

Borrowing the title
and not much else from
Blake Edwards’ 1964
comedy classic starring

the late Peter Sellars, Steve Martin and his

“Cheaper by the Dozen” director Shawn
Levy have wrought what will surely go
down as one of the more ill-advised
rehashes of this or any other year. 

Martin’s performance is bereft of any
of the subtlety and precision comedic tim-
ing that made Sellars’ unwitting agitator,
Inspector Clouseau, a slapstick superstar.
The script, which Martin co-wrote, is
numbingly unfunny and littered with
recurring gags that rank down there with
David Letterman’s disastrous “Uma-
Oprah” Oscar shtick. This “prequel”
should have fans of the original “Pink
Panther” seeing red.

(RATED PG. RUNNING TIME: 93 MINUTES)

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

THE MOVIE: Firewall
THE DIRECTOR: Richard
Loncraine
THE STARS: Harrison
Ford, Virginia Madsen,
Paul Bettany

From Han Solo to
Indiana Jones to Jack
Ryan, Harrison Ford has
portrayed so many mem-
orable men of action

over the years that it seems almost blas-
phemous to suggest that the legendary star
is too old to be believable as the butt-kick-
ing scourge of celluloid evildoers. But
watching the gray-haired and wrinkled 63-
year-old actor’s futile efforts to defy
Father Time in the lame thriller “Firewall”
left little doubt in this Ford fan’s mind that
it’s high time he hang up his Herbert
Johnson fedora (aka the “Indiana Jones
hat”) along with any and all other accou-
terments of the younger man’s genre. And
even if Ford were still in his physical
prime, there’s little he could have done to
rescue this movie, which is done in early
on by logical inconsistencies before being
buried by a ridiculous ending.

Ford’s Jack Stanfield is the head of
security for Seattle-based Landrock
Pacific Bank. He’s got a beautiful wife
(Virginia Madsen, who is 20 years
younger than her leading man), two cute
kids, and a stunning oceanfront abode of
the sort often featured on the covers of
architecture magazines. Unbeknownst to
Jack, for the better part of a year he and
his family have been monitored by a band
of high-tech criminals headed by stan-
dard-issue Euro-baddie Bill Cox (Paul
Bettany, who’s too fey to be fearsome).

Cox and his cohorts have uncovered
everything there is to know about the
Stanfields, and plan to use the information
and plenty of firepower to compel Jack to
assist them in stealing $100 million from
Landrock Pacific. 

Somehow, though, the crooks over-
looked an important development — due
to a recent merger, Jack no longer has
electronic access to the bank accounts
Cox hoped to pillage. Oops! With his fam-
ily held hostage, Jack is forced to impro-
vise, eventually hatching an implausible
plot to siphon funds into offshore
accounts using his daughter’s iPod, a fax
machine scan bar and some Scotch tape.
And that’s not even the silliest plot device
employed by director Richard Loncraine
(“Wimbledon”) and tyro scribe Joe Forte.
The third act is riddled with head-scratch-
ing developments involving space-age
dog collars and unlimited WiFi Internet
access, as our mild-mannered septuage-
narian hero miraculously morphs into a
cranky cross between MacGyver and one
of those techno-whizzes from “24.” It’s all
about as entertaining as a computer virus.

(Rated PG-13. Running time: 100 minutes)

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

THE MOVIE: Final
Destination
THE DIRECTOR: James
Wong
THE STARS: Mary
Elizabeth Winstead, Ryan
Merriman

The conceit upon
which the “Final
Destination” franchise is
built is a clever and

bankable one: Death gets cheated, death
gets angry, death gets payback in spectacu-
lar fashion. In “FD1,” seven people are
spared fiery deaths in a plane crash thanks
to a premonition by a clairvoyant teen; then
get picked off later, one by one and in

increasingly gruesome ways by a debt-col-
lecting grim reaper. Seven grave dodgers
managed to avoid a fatal multi-car pileup
in the first sequel, and this time around the
lucky/unlucky seven deke a deadly run-
away rollercoaster only to learn the hard
way about the downside of tanning beds
and part-time jobs at hardware stores. So
we know going in that most, if not all, of
the traumatized survivors — a cast of
unknowns led by Mary Elizabeth Winstead
— are going to die. It’s just a question of
how. The violence is as gratuitous as it
gets, yet there’s something perversely
appealing in the run-up to the inevitable
demise of each stereotype — it’s fun to try
and guess how the Jock, the Loner and the
Mean Girl are going to get offed. Death,
the only “character” to appear in all three
films, is still pretty scary, too.

Action star Ford appears
ready for new vehicles

REVIEW

On closer inspection,
‘Pink’ remake stinks

Death quite becoming 

REVIEW

REVIEW

RUN YOUR DBAs IN THE DAILY PRESS FOR ONLY $60.
INCLUDES RECEIPT AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION. CALL US TODAY @ (310) 458-7737



BY JAYA GUPTA
Special to the Daily Press

“Caterpillar Soup” sounds as though it
would be the cutesy title of a children’s
fairytale volume. The story Lyena
Strelkoff tells in her self-written auto-
biosolo production at the Santa Monica
Playhouse about becoming paralyzed and
rehabilitating her mind, body and soul,
however, is a dialogue only a mature audi-
ence could comprehend and appreciate.

Left completely paralyzed from the
waist down as the result of a crushed
spinal cord after falling from a tree in the
Malibu Hills in 2002, life should have
come to a dead halt for Strelkoff, profes-
sionally-trained in acting and dance. As a
founding member of Ziggurat Theatre
Ensemble of Los Angeles, Strelkoff was
three weeks into rehearsals for a perfor-
mance when her accident occurred.
Instead of becoming disillusioned with
her quite-literal fall from grace, she tran-
scribed personal tragedy into writing and
through an alternate outlet began perform-
ing again — her role this time, storyteller. 

“I never felt victimized by my fall,” she
said. “The things that happen in my life —
I refer to them as lessons. My intention is
to be empowered.” 

In May 2003, seven months after her
accident, Strelkoff offered “The Road to
Recovery,” a collection of stories and
other writings recounting the grueling ini-
tial months of her recovery effort, which
in consequence would impact the rest of
her life.

Hosted by the Save the Santa Monica
Playhouse Benefit Series, Strelkoff returns
to the stage with “Caterpillar Soup” for
two shows this weekend. Within the con-
fines of physical paralysis, Strelkoff
relates a story of seeking wholeness and
finding the truth in experience rather than
coming to terms with a horrific injury. 

“It’s been a challenge. Caterpillar Soup
tells the truth,” she said. “The point is to let
people know that there is joy in tragedy.
It’s been crushingly joyful. There has been
virtually no change in my paralysis but
ironically, I am enjoying life more.”

Though the actress has never declared a
belief in destiny, she wonders about fate
and how it may have caused her accident. 

“I talk quite a bit about this. I don’t

know if I believe in destiny but I have had
this feeling that I chose this experience,”
she said. “What are you going to do about
things now — that is the question.”

Ultimately, Strelkoff is a person who
not only sees but actively seeks some ker-
nel of hope, even obscured optimism in
the most dire of circumstances. She holds
no one, not even the metaphysical possi-
bility of fate, responsible for her unfortu-
nate fall.

Strelkoff concluded that she would
knowingly climb the same tree again, if
she could. Though some would condemn
that as an act of blatant hubris, it does not
worry her. When asked about any benefits
paralysis has caused, Strelkoff believes
she has fine-tuned the art of surrender: 

“I am less worried about things,” she
said. “It sounds ironic but I am more able
to surrender what I cannot control. It is
such a relief not to be responsible for
everything.” 

Caterpillar Soup will be performed at
the Santa Monica Playhouse at 8 p.m. on
Feb. 11 and 7 p.m. on Feb. 12. For ticket
information call (310) 394-9779 or visit
http://santamonicaplayhouse.com . All
ticket sale proceeds benefit the Save the
Santa Monica Playhouse Campaign.
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BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

THE MOVIE: Through the Fire: The Sebastian
Telfair Story
THE DIRECTOR: Jonathan Hock
THE STAR: Sebastian Telfair

What began as a short film for HBO
grew into feature-length documentary that
is engaging from beginning to end. The
subject of Jonathan Hock’s rags to riches
story is Sebastian Telfair, a baby-faced

former high school basketball phenom
from the projects in Coney Island now a
rising star with the NBA’s Portland
Trailblazers. Hock follows Telfair
through his senior year at Lincoln High, as
the kid’s dream of becoming an NBA star
is transformed into reality. In style and
tone, “Through the Fire” compares favor-
ably with “Hoop Dreams,” the 1994 doc-
umentary considered the gold standard of
the genre. Hock’s film, however, features
a storybook ending. 

(NOT RATED. RUNNING TIME: 103 MINUTES)

Welcome to the Santa Monica Art Palette for the weekend of Feb. 10. The Art Palette’s goal is to showcase the many
eclectic arts and cultural opportunities available in Santa Monica every week, highlighting one or more of the many hap-
penings within our borders. The palette is produced every week by City Hall’s Cultural Affairs Division.  

Thursday kicked off another weekend for theatre-lovers in Santa Monica with an opening at the Ruskin Theatre, another
new play at the Powerhouse, a solo performance work at the Santa Monica Playhouse and the first weekend of Ensemble
Studio Theatre’s Winterfest at the Miles Playhouse. Some of New York’s and Southern California’s best theatre artists will
be in town this weekend to take you on fascinating journeys into worlds inhabited by extraordinary characters. Then on
Sunday, you can wrap up your weekend learning about one of our own extraordinary characters when the Santa Monica
Historical Society Museum presents a lecture and book signing celebrating Black History Month.

The Powerhouse Theater presents the story of a 21st Century Pinball Wizard in the
play Stone Cold Dead Serious. If Wynn Ledbetter can make it in New York City he’s
sure to win the Tang Dynasty computer game championship and the cool million dol-
lars that will pay for his father’s needed operation, get his mother a job, put his sis-
ter in rehab and enable him to open his own computer repair shop — everything
required to rescue his family.

Stone Cold Dead Serious serves as a commentary, both sad
and humorous, on our culture through the experiences of a
young man who dares to dream of a life beyond simple
endurance.

BUY TICKETS ONLINE
http://www.powerhousetheatre.com/
Fridays/Saturdays at 8 p.m.
Sundays at 7 p.m.
$20/adults, $15/students
Sundays: Pay-What-You-Can (suggested donation $20)
Reservations:
(310) 396-3680, ext. 3

The award-winning Ensemble Studio Theatre-LA opens
its annual Winterfest this weekend at the Miles Memorial
Playhouse in Santa Monica. On Feb. 9-12 and Feb. 16-19,
the ensemble staged readings of 23 new plays including
a night of one-acts on Feb. 10. A seminar for actors,
Demystifying the Casting Process, with working casting
directors and agents will take place on Saturday at 2 p.m.
For a full festival schedule, check online at www.EnsembleStudioTheatreLA.org. Tickets for play
readings are  $10 with a $15 price for seminars but reservations are a must. Call (213) 368-9552
for more information. 

Miles Memorial Playhouse
1130 Lincoln Blvd. Free parking at 808 Wilshire Blvd.

Arthur L. Reese was an inventor, decorator and businessman who designed the gondolas that decorated the Venice
canals. Reese was a important businessman and member of the Santa Monica and Venice African American Communities.  

The Wizard Of Venice
Lecture and book signing

Sunday
Feb. 12 - 2 p.m.
1539 Euclid St.
( 310)395-2290
Santa Monica Historical Society Museum

SANTA MONICA ART PALETTE
M A K I N G  A R T S  A N D  C U L T U R E  C O M E  A L I V E  I N  S A N T A  M O N I C A

If you would like to subscribe to the Santa Monica Arts Palette via e-mail, please send a blank e-mail with the word “Subscribe” in the
subject line to artpalette.mailbox@smgov.net

Artist’s metamorphosis comes
complete with beautiful ending

‘Through the Fire’
hits nothing but net

INTERESTED IN YOUR DAILY FORECAST?

CHECK OUT THE HOROSCOPES ON PAGE 2!



BY DAN GOODIN
Associated Press Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — The pastor of a Bay
Area church, four men in the aquarium
industry and a commercial fisherman
were indicted on federal charges of ille-
gally catching and selling hundreds of
juvenile leopard sharks, prosecutors said
Wednesday.

The indictment charged Kevin
Thompson, 48, pastor of the Bay Area
Family Church in San Leandro, and the
five others with selling 465 leopard sharks
that were too small to harvest to pet dis-

tributors throughout the United States, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom.

California leopard sharks, which can
take 13 years to reach maturity, live as
long as 30 years and are protected under a
state law that prohibits the commercial
catching of specimens under 36 inches
long. The indictment, which alleges that
federal wildlife agents seized sharks rang-
ing from 8 1/2-inches to 17 1/2-inches in
length, was based on a federal statute that
incorporates the state law.

The charges resulted from an investiga-
tion that followed the 2003 conviction of a
pet distributor who was caught with more

than a dozen leopard sharks from California,
said Luke Macaulay, a spokesman in the
U.S. attorney’s office in San Francisco.

The leopard shark’s gray body and
black bars make it a “particularly attrac-
tive” species, said Christina Slager, a
curator at the Monterey Bay Aquarium,
which helped care for some of the confis-
cated fish. They are common along the
California, Oregon and Baja California
coasts and travel in schools, she said.

“In general sharks are struggling in the
wild, and leopard sharks are no different,”
Slager said. “If these animals aren’t
allowed to reach an age or size where they
can reproduce before they are removed
from the environment, that has drastic
implications for future generations.”

The other five named in the indictment

are: John Newberry, 34, of Hayward; Ira
Gass, 53, of Azusa; Hiroshi Ishikawa, 36,
of San Leandro, Vincent Ng, 43, of
Oakland; and Sion Lim, 39, of San
Francisco.

The six defendants were arrested on
Tuesday, when the indictment was
unsealed. Two pleaded not guilty. If con-
victed, the they face maximum penalties
of five years in prison, a $250,000 fine
and possible requirement to pay restitu-
tion for each count, according to the U.S.
attorney’s office.

Seven of the 19 baby leopard sharks
confiscated during the two-year investiga-
tion died, the U.S. attorney’s office said.
Three are on exhibit at the Monterey Bay
Aquarium, and nine were returned to the
wild in 2004. 
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Page 12 � Friday, February 10, 2006  � Santa Monica Daily Press

Six accused of illegally snagging leopard sharks

County dwellers play weight and sea
By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Gravity is tugging hard on Los Angeles County adults, who have
gained an average 6 pounds each in the past eight years for a total of 44 million
pounds.

And a county health department study released Thursday predicted they will con-
tinue to expand with 25 percent considered obese by 2010. The burgeoning girth
means an increase in the risk of contracting life-threatening illnesses and may cut
life expectancies by up to five years, the study said.

“This could reduce two centuries of increases in life expectancy,” the county’s
chief health officer Dr. Jonathan E. Fielding said. “We need to stop this terrible epi-
demic. And we haven’t seen the worst of it because of the lag time.

“This translates into big increases in diabetes, heart disease, stroke, muscular-
skeletal problems and maybe an increase in some cancers.”

The study said obesity rates were increasing faster in some groups. An estimat-
ed 29 percent of Hispanic adults are obese, compared with 28 percent of blacks, 17
percent of whites and 6 percent of Asians.

The study also said middle school-aged kids are getting fatter _ the percentage of
overweight middle school children rose from 18 percent in 1999 to nearly 22 per-
cent in 2003.

Councilman sorry for poor people slight
By The Associated Press

ARCADIA, Calif. — Councilman Roger Chandler apologized for suggesting poor
people belong in El Monte, not Arcadia.

The Tuesday night apology came after a community outcry over Chandler’s
remarks during a Jan. 17 meeting about a Habitat for Humanity project in Arcadia.
He had said a low-income project “doesn’t fit in this town.”

“If you build a Habitat home down in El Monte, the kids go to school there and
they fit in and everything works,” the councilman said, adding that if low-income
kids came to Arcadia, “the kids are driving BMWs and Porsches. They’re wearing
designer clothes. In a way it’s kind of cruel.”

Chandler said Tuesday he was out of line.

STATE BRIEFS

warren@prusd.com • www.sandiegohomesdowntown.com

2 bed 2 bath + den  1,680  sqrft   ocean views! ......$750,000
2 bed 2 bath 1,221 sqft Ocean Views!!...............$550,000
2 bed 2 bath 1,700 sqft Prime water view location..........$1,265,000
2 bed 2 bath + den Penthouse level. Water Views!!!  ..........$1,425,000

Chris Warren
(619) 818-1666

Discover Opportunity...
Just two hours away, Downtown San Diego is booming. 

Minutes to dozens of world class golf courses, parks and the historic Gaslamp
District...and the best ocean views in Southern California!
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BY JUAN A. LOZANO
Associated Press Writer

HOUSTON — Three people accused of participating in
the nation’s deadliest human smuggling attempt escaped
possible life sentences after being convicted of conspira-
cy to harbor and transport illegal immigrants.

The defendants, all U.S. citizens from south Texas,
each could get up to 20 years in prison on the charge
when sentenced in May. They originally faced life in
prison, but the jury believed the defendants were not
responsible for the immigrants’ deaths or for putting their
lives in danger.

Attorneys did not comment on the verdict Wednesday
because of a gag order. Prosecutors said Victor Sanchez
Rodriguez, 58, his wife, Emma Sapata Rodriguez, 59,
and her half-sister, Rosa Sarrata Gonzalez, hid the immi-
grants in their home and moved them to other houses
before they were loaded into an airtight tractor-trailer for
transport from Texas to Houston in 2003.

Seventeen were dead by the time the trailer was dis-
covered, and two died later. They all died from dehydra-
tion, overheating and suffocation.

Sanchez also was convicted of eight counts of harbor-
ing and nine counts of transporting illegal immigrants;
Sapata was convicted of eight counts of harboring and six

counts of transporting; and Sarrata was convicted of one
count of harboring. 

The jury deliberated for 13 1/2 hours over four days,
at one point telling U.S. District Judge Vanessa Gilmore
they were deadlocked. She sent them back to keep trying.

Jurors still have to decide whether several homes
owned by the defendants and used in the smuggling oper-
ation must be turned over to the government. They delib-
erated for about two hours on that issue before adjourn-
ing for the day. They were set to continue Thursday.

More than 70 illegal immigrants had crowded into the
back of the tractor-trailer rig to be hauled from South
Texas to Houston in May 2003. Authorities have said the
temperature inside the trailer reached 173 degrees.
Survivors testified they crowded around holes they
punched in the truck so they could breathe and kicked out
a back light to try to signal passing motorists for help.

They were found after the driver abandoned the trail-
er at a truck stop in Victoria, about 100 miles southwest
of Houston.

At trial, prosecutors presented evidence showing the
immigrants’ families wired money to the defendants in
amounts ranging from $500 to $2,000. Defense attorneys
had argued their clients were minor players in a scheme
orchestrated by other members of the smuggling ring.

BY KATHERINE SHRADER
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — President Bush’s monthlong cam-
paign to convince the public that the government’s eaves-
dropping program is an essential anti-terrorism tool
appears to have made an impact, a new AP-Ipsos poll
suggests.

Some 48 percent now support the administration’s
program to monitor — without a court warrant — some
U.S.-based calls with suspected links to terrorists. That’s
up from 42 percent last month. Half now say the admin-
istration should have to get a warrant, down from 56 per-
cent one month ago.

Bush has been particularly successful at making his
case for the National Security Agency’s controversial
monitoring among men and core segments of his base.

After weeks of insisting that divulging details would
harm the program, the White House relented Wednesday
and briefed House intelligence committee lawmakers.
Thursday, the Senate learned more about the NSA pro-
gram.

Press secretary Scott McClellan said the White House
will listen to ideas that lawmakers have about legislation,
but Bush has indicated that he would resist any move that
would compromise the program.

“There is a high bar to overcome on such ideas,”
McClellan said.

The decision to give Congress more information came

as Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Arlen Specter,
R-Pa., announced he was drafting legislation that would
require the secretive Foreign Intelligence Surveillance
Court to review the constitutionality of the administra-
tion’s monitoring of terror-related international commu-
nications when one party to the call is in the United
States.

It also came as Rep. Heather Wilson, R-N.M., chair-
woman of a House intelligence subcommittee that over-
sees the NSA, broke with the Bush administration and
called for a full review of the NSA’s program, along with
legislative action to update the 1978 Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Act.

She and others also wanted the full House Intelligence
Committee to be briefed on the program’s operational
details. Although the White House initially promised
only information about the legal rationale for surveil-
lance, administration officials broadened the scope
Wednesday to include more sensitive details about how
the program works.

Questions from Congress about the monitoring
abound. Once publicly mum on the subject, House
Judiciary Chairman James Sensenbrenner, R-Wis., sent a
letter to Attorney General Alberto Gonzales with 51
questions he wants answered by early March.

As part of his upcoming bill, Specter said he wants the
FISA court to review the program to weigh the nature of the
terrorist threat, the program’s scope, the number of people
being monitored and how the information is being handled.

Since the monitoring program’s existence was first
revealed in a newspaper report more than 50 days, senior
administration officials have argued that Bush and
Cheney were within the law when they chose to brief
only the eight lawmakers who lead the House and Senate
and their intelligence committees.
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CRIMINAL DEFENSE
The Law Offices of Clifford C.

Nichols

A Law Firm Dedicated To Defending
Those Charged With CRIMES

All Felonies and Misdemeanors
Juveniles and Adults

Offices Currently Located in the Searise Tower at 
233 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 400 

Santa Monica California
(Directly Across from The Promenade)

For An Appointment Call: (310) 917-1083

In The Case Of An Emergency, To Speak With An Attorney
Immediately Call Our 24 Hour Hotline: (310) 909-9024

1253 11th  Street, #5, Santa Monica, 90401

1-800-931-6436 x699
4644 Admiralty Way,

Marina Del Rey, CA, 90292
Email: info@team24-7realty.com
Web: www.team24-7realty.comFred Nabati Glen Michaelsen

Description: Spacious light & bright move-

in condition 3 level townhouse minutes from

the beach in sought after Santa Monica

area. Large bedrooms with ample closets.

Large living room with fireplace & balcony

that leads to inviting remodeled kitchen

with granite countertops. Bonus Loft great

for office! Central Air/Heat, Heat Circulator,

Vacuum System, Alarm system, 3 balconies,

Child Secure*, Private Direct Access 2 car

garage & storage with dumb-waiter!!

2 Beds + 2.5 Baths, 1,614 sq. ft. built in 1992

Price: Call for Price

Status: NOT ON MLS - LIMITED TIME

Krems & Berdichevsky
Tax Professionals

310 395-0603

White House bending the public’s ears 

Three convicted in nation’s deadliest smuggling attempt



BY JOSEPH B. FRAZIER
Associated Press Writer

MARMELADE, Haiti — A former president with strong
support among Haiti’s poor has taken an early lead two
days after Haitians turned out in droves to elect a new
leader, an aide to the candidate said, citing preliminary
returns.

But delays in retrieving results from countryside
slowed official vote counting, with ballot counts still
being ferried to the capital on Wednesday by plane, truck
and mule. Jacques Bernard, director general of Haiti’s
electoral council, said only a small percentage of ballot-
ing results had reached Port-au-Prince.

Tuesday’s elections were the first since former
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide was ousted in a bloody
revolt two years ago, and officials said collecting and tab-
ulating the results would take several days.

But some polling stations posted unconfirmed local
results outside. These showed strong early support for
another former president, 63-year-old agronomist Rene
Preval.

Preval’s political adviser, Bob Manuel, said prelimi-
nary calculations showed the candidate having won 67
percent of the nationwide vote, with 16 percent of votes
counted.

Preval, who is widely supported by Haiti’s poor mass-
es, was the front-runner among 33 presidential candi-
dates. Shy and soft-spoken, Preval is the only elected
leader in Haitian history to finish his term. He’s also a
former ally of Aristide, who remains in exile in South
Africa.

Preval’s closest rivals include Charles Henri Baker,
50, a wealthy garment factory owner, and Leslie
Manigat, 75, who was president for five months in 1988
until the army ousted him.

Manigat’s wife, Senate candidate Myrlande Manigat,

said initial reports from their own party’s representatives
monitoring the vote count showed Preval with a big lead
in her district, which includes much of metropolitan Port-
au-Prince and outlying areas.

“We are very worried that Preval has won on the first
round,” Manigat told The Associated Press.

If no candidate wins a majority, a runoff between the
top two vote-getters will be held March 19.

Although the claim of Preval’s lead by his team could-
n’t be verified, early results posted at polling stations
showed the candidate leading his opponents. At a large
polling center near the huge slum of Cite Soleil, uncon-
firmed results taped to large columns inside showed
Preval winning about 90 percent of the votes cast there.

Across the city in Petionville, home to many of Haiti’s
wealthiest citizens as well the poor Haitians who serve
them, Preval took slightly more than 70 percent of the
vote at a polling station, according to posted results.

Preval, in his rural hometown of Marmelade, emerged
from his family home once on Wednesday, briefly danc-
ing along to a band playing outside and waving to sup-
porters. He didn’t speak to reporters.

More than 50 percent of Haiti’s 3.5 million registered
voters were believed to have cast ballots, said David
Wimhurst, a U.N. spokesman, adding that a precise fig-
ure wasn’t yet available. He also said the United Nations
has not received any reports of fraud or other major irreg-
ularities.

Haitians eagerly awaited returns Wednesday as scores
of U.N. peacekeepers patrolled quiet streets in Port-au-
Prince. The voting, guarded by a 9,000-strong U.N. force,
was fraught with early delays but largely free of the vio-
lence that has plagued the capital since Aristide fled.

“I think no one can deny the legitimacy of this process,
because people really participated,” U.N. special envoy
Juan Gabriel Valdes told Associated Press Television
News.

BY PEGGY ANDERSEN
Associated Press Writer

SEATTLE — Washington is joining Oregon, California
and New Mexico in a lawsuit challenging the Bush
administration move to open roadless national forest
lands to mining, logging, road-building and other devel-
opment, Gov. Chris Gregoire said Thursday.

“As a recovering attorney,” Gregoire, the state’s for-
mer attorney general, said she had tried to avoid litigation,
asking the U.S. Agriculture Department for an expedited
process would enable the state to adopt the protections of
former President Clinton’s roadless rule, which barred
development on 58 million acres of national forest across
the country, and 2 million acres in Washington state.

The Bush administration announced plans last spring
to give states a voice in the decision making, with an 18-
month span for land-use recommendations and the feds
making the final call.

Last week, Gregoire said, she got the response to her
petition: No.

So the state is joining the lawsuit filed last summer in
San Francisco. Oral arguments are scheduled for July.

“Joining this lawsuit is our last effort to defend
Washington’s quality of life and our economy,” she told
reporters at a news conference at outdoor-gear retailer
Recreational Equipment Inc.’s downtown headquarters.

She was flanked by REI CEO Sally Jewell, Northwest
Indian Fisheries Commission Chairman Billy Frank Jr.,
John Boonstra of the Washington Association of
Churches and Mark Heckert of the National Wildlife
Federation.

"We’ll do whatever is necessary to prevent the federal
government from destroying this national legacy,”
Gregoire said, adding that wild lands are part of citizens’
recreational, economic and spiritual heritage.

“We cannot allow what is happening here to happen,”
she said.

Federal officials believe the quickest way to protect
roadless areas is through the new roadless rules, U.S.
Forest Service spokesman Dan Jiron said last fall.

“We’ve said all along that we look forward to working
with states that want to do that,” he said. “Resurrecting
the old proposal is somewhat problematic.”

At current funding levels, Gregoire said, an effort to
clean up eroded and damaged logging roads that already
cut through wilderness areas will take 100 years.

Northwest population growth underscores the need to
protect remaining wilderness areas, Jewell said.

Boonstra, whose organization represents 1,400 con-
gregations, said the roadless areas — “the last vestiges of
the natural biomass” — help provide clean water. “We
need them.”

“We’re talking about our ocean,” said Frank. “We’re

talking about Puget Sound. We’re talking about water-
sheds. ... We’re talking about the people of the state of
Washington and our children and the children to come.”

“We’re all working on the protection of our back
yard,” he said. “We thank the governor for doing what
she has to do.”

Heckert contends the government is attempting to pri-
vatize public lands.

“We have to stand against that,” he said. “We have to
protect these public lands because they’re our lands.”

The Clinton administration rule was based on the idea
that roadless areas, which had escaped development due
mostly to their remoteness and ruggedness, were more
valuable for clean water and wildlife habitat than timber.
It covered almost a third of the 192 million acres of
national forest land.

After a federal judge in Wyoming declared the rule
illegal, the Bush administration created a new one, which
gives governors a chance to propose whether roadless
areas should be developed, but leaves the final decision
up to the federal government.

States are to work with Forest Service officials to devise
management plans for individual forests. The revisions
could allow road construction and commercial logging.

Timber production has been steadily declining on
national forests since heavy logging in the 1980s trig-
gered lawsuits that won protections for wildlife habitat. 
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DONATE Your Vehicle

1-866-7REDCROSS 
American Red Cross

Cars • Boats • RVs • Cars • Boats • RVs • Cars • Boats • RVs 

Tax deductible.
No DMV hassle. 

The call is free!
And so is the pick-up!

1 - 8 6 6 - 7 7 3 - 3 2 7 6

IS YOUR RETIREMENT PLAN
AGING GRACEFULLY?

WE LIVE WHERE YOU LIVE.®

Keep your money hard at work, with
401(k) rollovers, TSAs, annuities and
more. Call me to get started today.

Troy Wilson Lic.#: 0D75687
2451 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA
310.315.1955

Providing Insurance and Financial Services  •  statefarm.com®

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company; In NY and WI – State Farm Life and Accident Assurance
Company; Bloomington, IL. Annuities and other products offered by State Farm affiliates are not
FDIC insured, not guaranteed by State Farm Bank, and are subject to investment risk, including
possible loss of principal. Consult your tax or legal advisor for specific advice.

SANTA MONICA: 825 Olympic Blvd.

(310) 450-6873
CULVER CITY: 11526 Washington Blvd.

(310) 391-0533

Family-owned for over 25 years

4 F r e e  I n s p e c t i o n s  &  T e s t  D r i v e s

Thank You!

MONDAY-FRIDAY  7:30AM - 5:30PM

Krems & Berdichevsky
Tax Professionals

310 395-0603

Washington joins fight to open parks

Delays slow the Haiti vote count;
front-runner said to have early lead



Broadway Loews Cineplex
1441 3rd Street
(310) 458-1506
The Matador
11:45pm 2:15pm 5pm 7:45pm 10pm
Something New
1pm 3:15pm 5:30pm 8pm 10:15pm
Transamerica
11:30am 1:30pm 4:15pm 7pm 9:45pm
Walk the Line
11am 1:45pm 4:30pm 7:30pm 10:30pm

Mann’s Criterion Theatres
1313 3rd Street
(310) 395-1599
Big Momma’s House
2  11:10am 1:40pm 4:10pm 6:50pm
9:20pm
Hoodwinked
11 am  1:10pm 3:20pm
The Pink Panther
11:30am 2pm 4:30pm 5:30pm 7pm
7:40pm 9:30pm 10:10pm 12am
Munich
11:40am 3:10pm 6:40pm 10:20pm
When a Stranger Calls
12:40pm 3pm 5:20pm 7:30pm 9:50pm
Firewall
11:20am 1:50pm 4:40pm 7:20pm 10pm
12:30am

AMC 7 Santa Monica
1310 3rd Street
(310) 289-4AMC
Annapolis
11:15am 10:20pm
Capote
1:30pm 7:20pm 
The Chronicles of Narnia
12:30pm 4pm 7:05pm
Curious George
11am 12:50pm 3pm 5:10p, 7:30pm
9:40pm 11:45pm
Nanny McPhee
11:25am 2pm 4:30pm 7:15pm 9:55pm
The New World
1:10pm 4:10pm 10:10pm
Syriana
1:45pm 4:40pm 7:40pm 10:40pm
Underworld: Evolution
11:50am 2:20pm 4:50pm 7:25pm 10pm 

Nu-Wilshire Theatre
1314 Wilshire Blvd
(310) 394-8099
Brokeback Mountain
12:15pm 3:45pm 7pm 8pm 10pm
Imagine Me & You
12:10pm 2:30pm 5pm

Laemmle Monica Theatre
1332 2nd Street
(310) 394-9741
Good Night, and Good Luck
1:15pm 3:30pm 5:45pm 8pm 10:15pm
Match Point
1:10pm 4:05pm 7pm 9:55pm
The Three Burials of Melquiades Estrada 
1:40pm  4:25pm 7:10pm  10:05pm
Tristram Shandy: A Cock and Bull Story
1:10pm 3:25pm 5:40pm 7:55pm 10:10pm
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In 1846, members of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, the
Mormons, began an exodus to the
west from Illinois. 
In 1942, the former French liner
Normandie capsized in New York
Harbor a day after it caught fire while
being refitted for the U.S. Navy. 
In 1942, RCA Victor presented Glenn
Miller and his Orchestra with a “gold
record” for their recording of
“Chattanooga Choo Choo,” which had
sold more than 1 million copies. 
In 1962, the Soviet Union exchanged
American U-2 pilot Francis Gary
Powers for Rudolph Ivanovich Abel, a
Soviet spy held by the United States. 
In 1967, the 25th Amendment to the
Constitution, dealing with presidential dis-
ability and succession, went into effect. 
In 1968, Peggy Fleming of the United
States won the gold medal in ladies’
figure skating at the Winter Olympic
Games in Grenoble, France. 
In 1981, eight people were killed, 198
injured, when fire broke out at the Las
Vegas Hilton hotel-casino. 
In 1989, Ron Brown was elected
chairman of the Democratic National
Committee, becoming the first black to
head a major U.S. political party.
Ten years ago: President Clinton
signed a $265 billion defense bill, but
said he would battle for repeal of a
section forcing the discharge of ser-
vice members with the AIDS virus. A
slab of mountainside crushed a high-
way tunnel on the Japanese island of
Hokkaido, killing 20 people. World
chess champion Garry Kasparov lost
the first game of a match in
Philadelphia against an IBM computer
dubbed “Deep Blue.” 

MORE TODAY IN HISTORY

Questions or comments? Email calendar@smdp.com
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By The Associated Press

BURBANK, Calif. — Warren Buffett: billion-
aire investor and cartoon hero?

Buffett, the head of investment firm
Berkshire Hathaway Inc., will advise young-
sters on financial management issues in an ani-
mated series currently in production, DIC
Entertainment announced Wednesday.

Buffett’s voice and likeness will appear in
“The Secret Millionaire’s Club.” He also was a
consultant to the show but was not paid for the
work, his assistant Debbie Bosanek said.

The direct-to-DVD series is about four chil-
dren whose online auction to raise money for
their youth center turns them into millionaires.
They save the center and then turn to Buffett
for investment advice.

The series will have 13 titles, with the first
two scheduled for released this fall or early
next year.

“We are thrilled to work with Mr. Buffett to
develop a series that will teach financial litera-
cy to kids,” said Andy Heyward, DIC’s chair-
man and chief executive. 

SARASOTA, Fla. — Sarasota High School
sent a Valentine to Jerry Springer — and then
took it back.

The talk-show host had accepted an invita-
tion from the school’s cheerleaders to headline
the “Hollywood Nights” dance Saturday.

But administrators withdrew the invitation
Wednesday, saying that Springer, whose TV
guests include unfaithful lovers and brawling
friends, was not an appropriate role model for
students.

“He has his own career,” Principal Jeff
Hradeck told the Sarasota Herald-Tribune.
“It’s not the way we want to go for the school.”

The cheerleaders, who sponsor the dance,
wanted to invite a local celebrity, said Karen
Hicks, a cheerleading sponsor and school
resource officer.

“We were just sitting down talking about
who lives in Sarasota. Everybody knows that
Jerry Springer lives in Sarasota,” Hicks said.
“It wasn’t (based) on who does this show or
who does that show or is this a good person or
is this person a bad person.”

The cheerleaders were looking for another
celebrity to host the dance.

GLENDALE, Calif. — Wanda Vaughn of The
Emotions was forced to dash out of her home
after a torrent of mud crashed down a hill and
poured into her kitchen and living room,
authorities said.

The mudslide Wednesday may have been

caused by a leaking irrigation pipe found at a
cemetery up the hill from her house, said city
fire Capt. Steve Parrish.

“It’s like one of those `Jurassic Park’ things,
you know, but it was just mud, and it kept get-
ting higher,” said Vaughn, whose R&B group
is best known for the 1970s songs “Best of My
Love,” “I Don’t Wanna Lose Your Love” and
“Don’t Ask My Neighbors.”

The singer’s daughter, Whitney Vaughn,
was trapped in mud that piled 8 inches to 16
inches high, and she injured a knee while try-
ing to make her way out of the muck, Parrish
said.

“It was like quicksand, it was bad,” she told
KNBC-TV.

Vaughn grabbed her awards before leaving
her home, including her Grammy. Ironically
the home was flooded with mud as the 48th
annual Grammy Awards show was taking
place a few miles away at Los Angeles’ down-
town Staples Center.

Building inspectors deemed the home dan-
gerous and evacuated Vaughn’s family and two
neighboring homes, Parrish said.

SAN DIEGO — Willie Nelson introduced
California to “BioWillie,” his brand of clean-
burning fuel made from soybeans.

BioWillie went on sale Wednesday at an
alternative fuel station in San Diego where the
72-year-old singer filled his tour bus from a
pump emblazoned with a picture of himself
strumming a guitar.

“It is the future,” Nelson said. “Through
biodiesel, we can reduce dependency on for-
eign oil and adopt an energy source that’s
clean, renewable and helps family farmers find
new uses for their products.”

Biodiesel is America’s fastest growing alter-
native fuel, according to the U.S. Department
of Energy. U.S. sales of biodiesel tripled last
year to 75 million gallons, but account for less
than 1 percent of the diesel fuel sold nation-
wide, said Jenna Higgins, a spokeswoman for
the National Biodiesel Board.

Three years ago, Nelson’s wife, Annie,
bought a biodiesel-burning car in Hawaii,
where the star has a home. The biodiesel that
powered her car was made from grease collect-
ed from restaurants.

Nelson then began filling his tour buses with
biodiesel. Supplier Peter Bell persuaded the
singer to go into business and use his name and
image to help the fuel gain wider acceptance.

The BioWillie brand, known as B20, is a
blend of 80 percent petroleum diesel and 20
percent biodiesel and is made from soybean oil.

Besides California, it is sold in Texas, South

Carolina and Georgia.

GREENVILLE, S.C. — Kevin Costner will do
more than play golf at the next BMW Charity
Pro-Am at The Cliffs.

The 51-year-old actor-director will debut his
band with a concert for ticket holders and vol-
unteers, tournament officials announced
Wednesday.

The unnamed, five-member group plays
original rock and popular music, according to
tournament organizers. Costner is the lead
singer.

Costner has participated in the Nationwide
Tour celebrity event several times.

The concert will follow third-round play in
the 72-hole tournament on April 29.

Costner said in a statement the concert was
to thank tournament volunteers. “This tourna-
ment would never take place and be as popular
as it is without the hard work and dedication of
the thousands of volunteers who give of their
time and energy. This is our way of saying
thank you to them for all that they do,” he said.

The BMW Charity Pro-Am takes place
April 27-30. Organizers say the five previous
tournaments have raised more than $3 million
for area charities. 

BIRMINGHAM, Mich. — ABC news anchor
Bob Woodruff couldn’t take his son to the
Super Bowl as planned, but 14-year-old Mack
made it to the game, thanks to his uncle.

Woodruff was seriously hurt in a bomb blast
while reporting from Iraq on Jan. 29. The co-
host of ABC’s “World News Tonight”
remained sedated Wednesday and was on a
ventilator at the National Naval Medical Center
in Bethesda, Md.

He grew up near Detroit in Bloomfield
Township. His 46-year-old brother, David,
lives in Birmingham.

“Bob was going to bring Mack in for the
game,” David Woodruff told the Detroit Free
Press. “We wanted to make sure Mack had that
opportunity.”

The news anchor sustained a head injury,
broken rib and broken shoulder blade. He is
aware of what goes on around him but has been
too groggy to hold a conversation, his brother
said.

ABC cameraman Doug Vogt, who was
injured with Woodruff in the Iraqi roadside
bombing, has been transferred to an outpatient
facility at the Bethesda Medical Center, ABC
said Wednesday.

Charles Gibson and Diane Sawyer this week
began subbing for Woodruff on ABC’s “World
News Tonight.”

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

Billionaire Buffett will appear
in children’s animated series
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Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

Garfield® By Jim Davis

Speed Bump® By Dave Coverly
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310.393.2727
928.222.9992
Bruce@Architects-Engineers.net

B r u c e Ru dman

A r c h i t e c t s + E n g i n e e r s

27 years of professional expertise in
office, residential, food service,
retail, healthcare and telecom.  Our
team manages all aspects from
creative concepts, acurate docu-
mentation, expedited plan
checks and construction man-
agement.  Renovation and
new construction projects
using traditional architec-
ture through full turn-key
development.  Always,
open communication
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Employment
ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT:
Reef Hot Spot delivers aquarium fish
via mail order to domestic
customers. The applicant needs to be
proficient with Windows operating
system and generally comfortable
learning new software.
Responsibilities include filing, catalog
maintenance, phone, shipment
management and customer service.
Please fax salary and resume to 310-
478-4718. Call 310-478-4707.

ADMINISTRATIVE/RECEPTIONIST
POSITION busy and growing SM
dental practice needs top notch, very
reliable, friendly, punctual and
organized receptionist to join the
team. Basic computer knowledge,
pleasant telephone voice, with good
grammar required. Great career
opportunity. $9-$12/hr to start DOE
Fax resume to (310)393-4132

ASST MGR, RETAIL 
Put your love of travel & your friendly
personality to work for the industry
leader in travel supplies.  We carry
unique, high-quality travel products
that you’ll love to sell.  Competitive
$s.  Retail management exp, travel &
some foreign languages a +.    Fax
resume to 805-568-5406 or e-mail
hr@magellans.com.

AMERICA’S LEADING SOURCE OF
TRAVEL SUPPLIES

www.magellans.com

CAHSIER ORDER taker/ chef, full-time
or part-time. Must speak English and
have experience. Please call
(310) 985-0080

CLERICAL ASSISTANT wanted.
Sending out tapes, press kits, etc.
errands, answering email, must have
own transportation and mobile phone.
starting $15 per hour. Call (818) 789-
2219
FIT FEMALE MODEL WANTED FOR
FIGURE DRAWING BY ARTIST. No
experience necessary call. (818) 501-
0266

FT ADMIN Assistant 
Private school in SM seeking FT
Admin Assistant. Must be bilingual in
Spanish. Hours 7-4pm. Prior
customer service exp & computer
skills needed. Fax resume to
(310) 828-5636 or mail to:
School/Attn:HR 2118 Wilshire Blvd.
#454, SM, CA 90403.

FULL TIME receptionist/
administrative assistant.
Competitive pay and benefits.
Immediate opening. Lexus Pre-
Owned Santa Monica
(310) 319-1661. Ask for Alan.

GOLD IS HOT!
$100K in 2006
Merit Financial, a 20 year company
based in Santa Monica, is seeking
accomplished, motivated sales execs
for an above average income.
Candidate should have extensive
successful sales background. Leads
from TV, radio, email.
Call Peter-310-394-7577

Employment
INTERIOR SYSTEMS Inc.

Open House Job Fair 
February 15th-2pm to 7pm

Many opportunities available:
Project Managers, Customer Service
Reps, Estimators, New Product
Development Project Coordinator
and Designers!!
Join us at: 225 Santa Monica Blvd.,
6th floor, Santa Monica, CA 90401.
Will provide on the spot interviews
so bring your resumes!
Please visit www.isiamerica.com for
job and benefits information. 
Resumes can also be emailed to
HR@isiamerica.com.

NAZARETH HOUSE, a Long Term Care
Facility in West LA has an opening for
part-time RN or LVN for day and
evening shifts. To apply send resume
to mbrody@nazarethhousela.org or
call Sister Margaret at (310)839-2361

OFFICE ASSISTANT P/T 20hrs.
(310) 998-8305 ext 94

PART TIME retail sales/manager
position available immediately. Santa
Monica. $10/hr. Retail
experience/computer literate
preferred. Call (310) 828-6500

PT RECEPTIONIST
Private school in SM seeking pt
receptionist. Hours 1-5pm. Strong
communication skills a must. Fax
resume to (310) 828-5636 or mail to: 
School/Attn: HR 2118 Wilshire Blvd.
#454, SM, CA 90403

SALES
SALES of cruise and tour packages.
39 Year Old National Tour Company.
Paid training, flex 30 hrs/ week. Some
weekends required. Base + comm. No
cold calls. $40,000 possible for top
closers. Near LAX (310) 649-7171.

SANTA MONICA based
CIVIL/STRUCTURAL engineering
company is interested in hiring an
experienced AutoCad manager.
Experience in AutoCad essential,
knowledge of civil 3D a plus. Small
friendly flexible office environment.
Full time position with great benefits,
(401k, health, dental). Email resume
and salary requirements to
Robbie@terracosta.com

For Sale
ORLANDO/DISNEY area 7/6 night stay.
Paid $600. Sell for $199. Good for one
year. (310) 201-1239.

SPA/HOT TUB 2006 Model. Neck Jets.
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used.
Can deliver. Worth $5750, sell for
$1750 (310) 479-3054

Pets
TINY YORKIE puppies, male & female,
toy/t-cup size available, shots &
dewormed, registered with CKC or
AKC, health guarantee, home raised
and very loving & sweet, for more
info please click on
www.worldkennelusa.com or call
Kelly at (323) 823-1803/ (661) 675-
6371

Employment Wanted
CLEANING YOUR home. Sparkling
clean with personal care (by only me)
other services offered; errands,
cooking, etc. References. (310) 735-
3377

Employment Wanted

EXPERIENCED HOUSEKEEPER:
Looking for work full-time/part-time
or weekends. Pet friendly. References.
(310)736-0455

For Rent
0CLSS - Renters: Stop Paying

RENTERS: Stop paying your
landlords mortgage. Affordable
housing in Los Angeles.
Free Reports
Free recorded message.
1-800-969-8257 #4001
www.LARenters.net

501 N. Venice single unit 5 and 10,
$950. Stove, fridge, carpets, blinds,
laundry, no pets, utilities included.
(310) 574-6767 jkwproperties.com

9849 TABOR St. Unit 4, Palms, 1+1.
$950/mo. $200 off move-in. Stove,
fridge, carpets, blinds, balcony,
parking, no pets. (310)578-7512
www.jkwproperties.com

BEL AIR House: 11797 Bellagio Rd.
2+21/2, $4650/mo. Stove, blinds,
carpets, hardwood floors, washer-
dryer hookups, fireplace, walk-in
pantry, sunroom, large unique
gardens, garage parking, no pets.
(310)578-7512
www.jkwproperties.com 
Open house Sat-Sun 2pm-5pm

CLSS - Elly Nesis the Best RentalsBEST
RENTALS

ELLY NESIS CO. INC
(310) 396-4443

ellynesis.com

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310) 869-7901

Most buildings are pet friendly!

PLEASE VISIT OUR
WEBSITE FOR

COMPLETE LISTINGS AT:
www.howardmanagement.com

WLA $1650/MO LARGE TWO
BEDROOM UPPER on Barrington near
National. Very spacious, large closets,
crown moldings, carpets, gas range,
fridge available, closed garage.
Charming older building in popular
WLA area-walk to Whole Foods and
Starbucks. Owner: (310)828-4481
9am-6pm or (310)993-0414 after
6pm.

For Rent

ROQUE & Mark Co.
2802 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-828-7525
Sales, rentals, property
management.

RENTALS AVAILABLE, NO PETS
ALLOWED
For listings, please go to
www.roque-mark.com

Rentals available
No Pets Allowed

SANTA MONICA
828 6th St. $2200
Lower 2 bed, 1 _ bath, new gran-
ite counters new appliances, new
Pergo floors,
Near Montana Ave

1501 Washington  $1750
Lower 2 bed, fridge & stove,
Private garage, balcony

817 Hill   $1850
Lower 2 bed, 1 _ bath, new car-
pet, linoleum Blinds, & dishwash-
er, gated entry

WESTSIDE
11905 Avon Way, Mar Vista, $1095
Upper 1 bed, new carpet, new
kitchen & bath linoleum, gated
entry & parking,

1752 Federal, West LA, $1295
Upper 1 bed, remodeled building,
New carpet, dishwasher, balcony

21 S. Venice Blvd, Venice, $1400-$1450
Lower & upper 1 bedrms, steps
to beach, Fridge, stove, & parking

1152 Venice Blvd., Venice, $1600
Upper 1 bed, complete remodel,
top of the line appliances, cabi-
nets, & fixtures

12258 Montana, BW, $2300
2 bed, 1 _ bath, new granite
counters, New carpet, gated entry
& parking

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

FFORR MOREE LISTINGSS GOO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company. 
2111 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA
90403.

SANTA MONICA $1300/mo
2bdrm/1Bath. Carpet floors, upper
corner, parking , stove no pets
(310)395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1695/mo
2bdrm/2bath, Carpet floors, laundry,
stove, dishwasher, yard, balcony,
patio. (310)395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $2485/mo
3bdrm/2.5bath North of Wilshire,
parking, laundry, dishwasher,
hardwood floors (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $825/mo
Bachelor/1Bath, hardwood floors,
pool, laundry, refrigerator, yard, walk-
in closet. (310) 395-RENT.
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1100/mo

For Rent
1bdrm/1bath, no pets,carpets, upper,
laundry, refrigerator, paid utilities,
patio. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1100/mo
1bdrm/1bath; Hardwood floors,
laundry, refrigerator, stove, controlled
access building, a/c. (310)395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1325/mo
2bdrm/1Bath. Garden building. No
pets, new carpets, upper front, yard.
( 3 1 0 ) 3 9 5 - R E N T
www.westsiderentals.com
Santa Monica $1750/mo
2bdrm/2Bath. Upper, parking, laundry,
stove, balcony, Ten blocks from
ocean. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $2100/mo
3bdrm/2Bath, new carpets, upper, 2-
car subterranean parking, laundry,
dishwasher, balcony. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $850/mo
Studio/1Bath. Hardwood floors,
laundry, refrigerator, stove, yard,
sunny, fresh paint. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA 1bdrm/1bath
$800/month. $800 security deposit.
Ready to move in. Call 562-810-7024
John.

SANTA MONICA Blvd./Centinela.
1bdrm 12*15, den, 12*6, full bath,
hardwood floors, private entry. $900.
(310) 828-6931 Negotiable

SANTA MONICA Prime Ocean Park,
starts $3000.00. Spectacular 3+2,
2+1, 6 blocks to the beach. New
hardwood floors, central air/heat,
gourmet kitchen, luxurious
bathrooms, organized closets, Zen
garden, garages and more.
Call 310-907-6946 for showings.
Open house each Sunday 12:00-5:00
PM.

SANTA MONICA, North of Wilshire,
$1650/mo 2bdrm/2bath Upper;
balcony, carpet, stove, refrigerator,
new blinds, laundry, parking, no pets
(310)456-5659

SANTA MONICA, North of Wilshire,
$950/mo 1bdrm/1bath. Lower, carpet,
stove, refrigerator, laundry, blinds,
parking, no pets. (310) 456-5659

SSEENNIIOORRSS--  AAFFFFOORRDDAABBLLEE  HHOOUUSSIINNGG
Live in a BEAUTIFUL

apt/suite in Beverly/Fairfax or
Santa Monica: Starting at

$400/month
(323) 650-7988

SINGLE WITH loft, 9th and Wilshire SM
$1400/month. Security gate
(310) 923-8521. (two available).

VENICE BEACH 1 bd, 1 ba w/ocean
view, hardwood floors, 1/2 block from
beach on quiet walk street. Bright and
tranquil w/ fresh paint, new blinds. 1
year lease, no pets. $1500.
(310) 396-4443 x 2002 ellynesis.com

VENICE, BEAUTIFUL 2 bedroom
apartment close to Beach and Venice
commercial centers. Very spacious
unit with lots of light. 1 year lease. No
pets. $1800. (310) 396-4443 x 2002
ellynesis.com

VENICE, LARGE Venice beach
apartment with a quiet courtyard and
swimming pool, 4 blocks to the

For Rent
beach. Gated, private parking, laundry
room, Available first week of March. 1
year lease. No pets. $1295.
(310) 396-4443 x 2002 ellynesis.com

VENICE, MDR ADJACENT. 2+2,
building with gated, subterranean
parking, quiet neighborhood with
courtyard area & laundry room. 1 year
lease, No pets. $1745. (310) 396-
4443 x 2002 ellynesis.com

VENICE, NEW storage unit in Venice
Beach, 10’x14;. Great for business
storage or personal extras, only $225!
(310) 396-4443 x2002 ellynesis.com

VENICE: GARAGE, space, in a two car
garage for storage vehicle only. 
25 19th Ave. $175.00/mo (310) 578-
7512 www.jkwproperties.com

WLA/PALMS $1285/MO. Spacious 2
bedroom lower. Best Palms area on
Keystone near Palms Blvd. Ample
closets, appliances, well kept nicely
landscaped bldg. Owner (310)828-
4481 9am-6pm or (310)993-0414
after 6pm.

Roommates
CLSS - Free Housing

FREE HOUSING
SERVICE
c Need a little extra income?
c Need help around the house?

We help match seniors with other
seniors or mid-age/younger people.

(323) 650-7988
Monday-Friday 9:00am-5:00pm

Alternative Living for the Aging
A Non-Profit of 26 years

Commercial Lease
SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. Very
charming building, small offices.
Between $700/mo & $1200/mo.
Includes utilities & cleaning.
(310) 614-6462

SANTA MONICA
2 offices- 1 w/balcony, some ocean
view + work station. Great location!
Lessor is motivated. Incentives
offered. Available NOW. (310) 418-
4679

SANTA MONICA. Medical Building, 9th
and Wilshire. 2500 square feet, fourth
floor, patio. Also third floor, 2400
square feet, can reduce to two 1200
square ft. offices (must see). Dual
elevators, 3 levels of underground
parking. Will construct two specs
upon acceptable lease. (310) 923-
8521 or (310) 260-2619.

SM. OFFICE or Gym, 2422 Wilshire
Blvd. 1000sf, $1800mo, free parking.
PAR Commercial (310) 395-
2663 x101

VENICE, INCREDIBLE Campus Entire
Property  inc. office, garden and
parking areas! Historical 1919
Craftsman house which was torn
down in 2005 and rebuilt from the
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CLSS - HUGE PARKING LOT SALE

Commercial Lease
foundation up. Everything is first class
and authentic. The space has wood
ceilings, brand new antique style
moldings, windows, electrical,
plumbing, ethernet, communication,
DVR with cameras, gated parking,
storage basement, central AC & Heat,
incredible gardens, 60+’ of Lincoln
frontage, lots of street parking on San
Miguel. 
853 Lincoln Bl. $6,500 NNN
(310) 396-4443 x 2006.

Real Estate
0CLSS - Fixer Uppers/4648
FIXER UPPPERS
Bargains

Call for a free list
Free recorded message.
1-800-969-8257 ID #4648
www.LaFixerUppers.net

CREDIT REPAIR EXPERTS
Permanently Remove Late Payments,
Bankruptcies, Collection
Accounts & Evictions. Free Phone
Consultation: (888) 239-9001

Real Estate
PAC WEST MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd. in Santa Moncia
1-888-FOR-LOAN
310-392-9223

We Feature 100% interest only loans

Rob Schultz, Broker
Licensed California
Broker #01218743

Equal Housing Lender

PAC
WEST
MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd in Santa Monica

1-888-FOR-LOAN

310 392-9223

NEW CONFORMING

LOAN AMOUNTS
1 Unit $417,000

2 Units $533,850

3 Units $645,300

3 Units $645,300

4 Units $801,950

ROB

SCHULTZ
BROKER

LICENSED CALIFORNIA

BROKER #01218743

VERY AGGRESSIVE

RATES
TIME FOR A 30

YEAR FIXED?

RATES AS LOW AS 6%

30 YEAR FIXED 6.75%

10 YEAR/1 ARM 5.75%

7 YEAR/1 ARM 5.625%

5 YEAR/1 ARM 5.5%**

3 YEAR/1 ARM 5.5%**

1 YEAR/1 ARM 5.375%

6 MO./6 MO. ARM 3.375%

1 MO./1 MO. ARM 1.0%*

*Rates subject to change

* As of January 11, 2006

** Denotes an interest only loan

Vehicles for sale
‘00 CARRERA

$45,983
Cab, H/Top, 18K Miles, Tip

(45653290)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

Vehicles for sale
‘04 GR CHER

OVERLAND LTD
$27,995 23Kmi, Lexus

Cert 3YR/100K. 
Ends 2/7 (285110)

(800) 406-7782
LEXUS SANTA

MONICA PRE-OWNED
CENTER

‘94 ES300 Only 65Kmi
$10,995 Leather,
Moonroof, Perfect. 
Ends 2/7 (031897)

(800) 406-7782
LEXUS SANTA
MONICA PRE-

OWNED CENTER

‘99 EXPLORER
SPORT $8,995. 2DR,
Blk/Tan, 49Kmi, Auto,

Loaded!
Ends 2/7 (892805)

(800) 406-7782
LEXUS SANTA

MONICA    PRE-
OWNED CENTER

‘00 HONDA CRV
$9,988

Auto, A/C, Power Package
(042650)

(800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA

MONICA
‘00 LEXUS GS 400

$19,995
V8, Nakamichi Audio,

Leather, Moonrf (0025112)
GRAND OPENING
(866) 925-3333

MITSUBISHI SANTA
MONICA

‘00 PASSAT GLS 4Mtn
$12,995 Sedan, AWD,

Loaded! (E230648)
GRAND OPENING
(866) 925-3333

MITSUBISHI SANTA
MONICA

‘01 ACURA MDX
Touring Pkg. $22,988

Leather, Moonroof, Alloys
(515277)

(800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA

MONICA
‘01 BEETLE GLX 

Only $11,995
Low Mileage, Leather,

Loaded, PRICED TO SELL
(402938) 866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa

Monica

‘01 RX300 AWD
$15,995 Lthr, Mnrf,

CDChnger, Very Clean
Ends 2/7 (169405)

(800) 406-7782
LEXUS SANTA
MONICA PRE-

OWNED CENTER

‘01 S500 $37,982
Silver/Ash 

(1A219725)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com
‘02 BEETLE GLS

$15,995
Silver over Gray, Lthr, Low
Miles, Loaded, 5/R, Alloys
(416881) 866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa

Monica

‘02 C230 CPE $17,981
Blue/Gray Certified

(2A364899)
(800) 784-6251

Vehicles for sale
www.wisimonson.com

‘02 EUROVAN MV $31,995 
Weekender Mode w/Pop
Top, Super Low Miles,

Auto, MINT! 1st Time Avail
Sat 2/4/06 (045786) 866-

VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa

Monica

‘02 TOYOTA
4RUNNER

$14,988
SRS, Certified, White

(227662)
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA
MONICA

‘02 TOYOTA
COROLLA

$9,988
Sport, Silver

(586027)
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA
MONICA

‘02 TOYOTA
HIGHLANDER

$12,988
SRS, PwrPkg, Alloys, 
Cass, CD (024159)

(800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA

MONICA
‘02 TOYOTA PRIUS 

HYBRID $19,988
Gas/Electric, 37K Miles,

Certified (048893)
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA
MONICA

‘03 BMW 325I
$26,988

12K Miles, Black/Black
Leather (042650)
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA
MONICA
‘03 CLKS5 $47,981

Black/Black, CD, Chromes
(3F051379)

(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com
‘03 CTS . . . $22,981
Black/Black, Pristine

(137875)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com
‘03 JETTA GLi VR6

$16,995
Rear Car! Moon, 

CD, Wheels 
(061624) 866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa

Monica

‘03 JETTA GLS 2.0L
$17,795 Black/Grey

Leather, Beauty, Super
Low Mileage, Auto

(015276) 866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa

Monica

‘03 LANCER
EVOLUTION $25,995

Turbo, Ld’d, Low 
32K Miles (U12411)

GRAND OPENING
(866) 925-3333

MITSUBISHI SANTA
MONICA
‘03 M3 Convertible

$40,984
Pewter/Ash (3PK02785)

(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com
‘03 MBZ ML320

$24,988
Black/Black Lthr, Beauty

(390095)
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA
MONICA

‘03 R.R. 4.6HSE
$49,983

Black/Tan, Navigation
(3A123568)

(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

Vehicles for sale
‘03 SAAB 9-3 SE

$24,988
Conv’t. Turbo, Leather,

20K Miles (005778)
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA
MONICA
‘04 A4 3.0 V6 $28,895
Mint, Ultra Sport, Low

Miles, Super, Must See 
(136221) 866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa

Monica

‘04 BEETLE Convertible
$22,675 1.8 Turbo, Under
8K Miles! CD-6, Leather,

Perfect Car!(302854) 
866-VW DEALS

Volkswagen Santa
Monica

‘04 CAYENNE
$46,981

White/Tan, Tip
(4LA65825)

(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

‘04 NISSAN SENTRA
$10,995

Auto, Compact Disc, Dual
Front Air Bags (837989)

GRAND OPENING
(866) 925-3333

MITSUBISHI SANTA
MONICA

‘04 COROLLA LE Ld’d
$13,795

Auto, Like New, 
Lomi, PwrPkg, 

(208737) 866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa

Monica

‘04 TOUAREG V6 
$32,795

Certified, Leather, 
Loaded, Low Miles

(008773) 866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa

Monica

‘04 VOLKSWAGEN
R32 $28,995

AWD, Leather, Moonroof,
Alloy Wheels (130632)

GRAND OPENING
(866) 925-3333

MITSUBISHI SANTA
MONICA

‘05 325I Sdn $33,981
Black/ Black, Spt Prem

(3KP92844)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com
‘05 Z4 3.0 $37,981

Bronze/Tan, Navigation
(5LU16181)

(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

‘06 RX400H
HYBRID 4x4, 3Kmi,

Navi, 
Bluetooth, Dual

Headrest, rear ent 
Ends 2/7 (010582)

(800) 406-7782
LEXUS SANTA

MONICA    PRE-
OWNED CENTER

‘95 SC400 $7,995
Sport Coupe, Loaded

(045528)
GRAND OPENING
(866) 925-3333

MITSUBISHI SANTA
MONICA

‘97 JETTA ONLY $7,995
Super Lo Mi, 

Great Condition 
(084464) 866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa

Monica

‘98 ES300 Only 62Kmi,
$14,995 Lthr, Moonroof,

CD, DirServiced
Ends 2/7 (039357)

(800) 406-7782
LEXUS SANTA
MONICA PRE-

OWNED CENTER

Vehicles for sale
‘98 ML320 MUST SEE!
$14,995 Leather, Loaded!

Ends 2/7 (043164)
(800) 406-7782

LEXUS SANTA
MONICA    PRE-

OWNED CENTER

‘99 4RUNNER
LIMITED $13,995
Leather, Mnrf, CD, 1

Owner Ends 2/7 (101272)
(800) 406-7782

LEXUS SANTA
MONICA PRE-OWNED

CENTER
‘99 CHRYSLER

TOWN & COUNTRY
TD $10,988

Leather, DualAC,
ChromeWhls (582892)

(800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA

MONICA
99 S281 WAGON

$17,995 Blk/Blk, Prem
Pkg, Ld’d, 57Kmi Ends 2/7
(V62111) (800) 406-7782

LEXUS SANTA
MONICA PRE-

OWNED CENTER

‘99 S80 Only 59Kmi
$10,995 Leather,

Moonroof, CD,Ends 2/7
(021589) (800) 406-7782

LEXUS SANTA
MONICA PRE-

OWNED CENTER

CLSS - Cash 4 Cars

All makes & models, all cars
considered. We come to you and handle

all paper work. Friendly professional buyer.

Please call now! (310) 995-5898

$$ CASH FOR CARS $$

CLSS - Used Cars

00 LEXUS LX 470
Sports Utility 4DR 4x4, Loaded

including navigation system,

Sirus Radio - rear seats 

intertainment system.

Low mileage, 1 owner

LIC: 4NET300 $29,550

96 DODGE GRAND
CARAVAN ES

Loaded, Leather & All 

VIN: 433524  $4,750

00 FORD TAURUS
4DR, Fully Equipped,

Loaded with Extras

LIC: 4JNK967  $4,950

94 LEXUS SC 400
2DR, Loaded, Dark Blue 

LIC: 3FHR164  $7,950

01 DODGE 
15 PASSENGER WAGON

All the Extras Plus 

Rear Passenger Air 

VIN: 543782  $8,950

CClaudee Short
Autoo Saless Dealer

(310)) 395-3712
CLSS - We Pay $500-$7000
We pay $500-$7,000
Cash for cars/trucks. Running or not

Fast, polite service for 31 years

Call 310/736-5007 7 DAYS

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your
body, mind, spirit.  Therapeutic,
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy
balancing. Strictly non-sexual.
Introductory specials from $50.00/1hr.
Lynda, L.M.T. (310) 749-062

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
� Call us today at (310) 458-7737
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Massage
CLSS - Massage 7326

MASSAGE
7 3 2 6  S M  B L V D .
3 2 3 - 5 1 2 - 3 8 8 8

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and
tender relaxing body work by mature
Europen. Very Professional, Sonja
(310) 397-0433.

THE BLIND masseur licensed and
certified in the art of Swedish
massage. Santa Monica, CA. Ocean
Park area. Call Malibu Mike
(310) 396-0191.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE
Remove muscle pain

Restore range of motion 
Feel younger in 2006

310-930-5884
www.nydoo.com/massage

Yard Sales
YARD SALE 1533 16th Street SM
Feb. 11th 8am-3pm
Baby Gear, Electronics, beds, rugs, 
storage bins and more!!!!
NO EARLY BIRDS!!!!!!

Personals
SINGLE PROGRESSIVE Professional
attorney, (JD/MBA) seeking woman
for friendship, short or long-term
relationship.  Me: 5'11, 35 yrs,
Athletic, Harvard & UC educated.
Romantic, thoughtful, great kisser,
good communicator/listener; many
interests: dining, movies, politics,
travel, theater, art conversation etc.
Seeking like minded female.
(310) 497-7609

Name Changes
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 

CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. SS014023

Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles
Petition of GEORGE COSMA for Change of Name
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner or Attorney: GEORGE COSMA filed a
petition with this court for a decree of changing
names as follows: GEORGE COSMA to GEORGE
COSMAS
The court orders that all persons interested in this
matter shall appear before this court at the hearing
indicated below to show cause, if any, why the
petition for change of name should not be granted. 
Notice of Hearing: 
Date: FEBRUARY 9, 2006 Time: 9:00, Dept. A.,
Room 104
The address of the court is 1725 Main St., Santa
Monica, CA 90401.
A copy of this Order to Show Cause shall be
published at least once each week for four
successive weeks prior to the date set for hearing
on the petition in the following newspaper of
general circulation, printed in this county: Santa
Monica Daily Press.
Date: DECEMBER 16, 2005
LINDA K. LEFKOWITZ
Judge of the Superior Court
01/27/06, 02/03/06, 02/10/06, 02/17/06 

CLSS - 877-WE-GETEM

877-WE-GET-EM
WE CAN FIND AND SERVE ANYBODY, ANYWHERE, ANYTIME.

Restraining orders & judgement collections our specialty.

lawhotline@aol.com

Services
A.C. CONSTRUCTION commercial &
residential remodel. Honest and
Reliable. Free estimates. Call
(310)278-5380. Fax: (310)271-4790.
Lic# 801884 Fully insured.

A/C CONSTRUCTION
General Construction

Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons

Honest • Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

CLSS - Cell PhonesBring us your old
phones, computers,

copiers, electronics
and let us safely

recycle them!

1932 Cotner Ave.,
Los Angeles CA 90025

(310) 478-3001 ext. 101

californiarecycles.com

CLSS - Evans PropertiesEvans Properties, Inc
HANDYMAN SERVICES
Expert plumbing & drain cleaning.

All household repairs.
Peter (310) 902-0807

VISA and MC

PROFESSIONAL TUTOR. Stanford
graduate. All subjects, test prep
(SAT, AP). In-home tutoring. Great
rates. Call Jonathan, (310) 560-
9134

Services
CLSS - Compassionate Counseling

COMPASSIONATE
COUNSELING
A safe place to make changes.

Life Transitions
Stress

Relationships
Self-Esteem 

Unresolved Grief

Free Consultation
Laurie Levine, MFT (MFC 23031)

Santa Monica/SFV

(310) 284-3699
CLSS - Handyman ExpressHandyman Service
Handyman Express
Specializing in bathroom remodeling and
repairs. Plumbing, drywall, paint, tile and
framing. No job too small.
Satisfaction Guaranteed.
Call Nick 310/651-0052

CLSS - Need Help

NEED HELP?
We understand
Mama’s caregivers are loving,
caring, trained and bonded.

Live in/Out
Mama’s Home Care
(323) 655-2622

Services
CLSS - Handyman Services

CLSS - Interior and ExteriorMETICULOUS PAINTING
& DRYWALL
Interior & Exterior•FREE Estimates
10 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Call Joe: 447-8957
meticulouspainting@godaddy.com

BEST MOVERS, no job too small!
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ. Free
prep & boxes. Discount for handicap &
seniors! 
Since 1975, Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193, (310) 300-9194

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ. 

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

Services
POOL & SPA
Service and Repairs
-Weekly Service
-Drain & Cleans
-Spa Covers
-Electric Spa Repair
(310) 306-6970
FREE ESTIMATES

PAINTING
TOP quality A&A
Custom, Interior and Exterior
Free quote, call Jeff Arrieta (310) 560-
9864

PAINTING
Top quality A&A
Custom, Interior 

and Exterior

Free quote, 
call Jeff Arrieta
(310) 560-9864

CLSS - Roofing Repairs

CLSS - Westside GuysWESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY, ELEC., PAINT, ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR

ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE
BOB 35/HR (310) 266-6348

CALEB 25/HR (310) 409-3244

Services
CLSS - Still Smoking?

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILLL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

Johnn J.. McGrail,, C.Ht.

(310)) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

CLSS - The LevelThe Level Goes On
Before The Spike Goes In

Romero Rain Gutters
Seamless Aluminum Gutters
Custom Made Color Match

Your Home or Building

(310) 408-5900 or (310) 534-3075

Repairs • Cleaning
Copper Galvanized

Free Estimate

Ask for Jose Romero
Lic. #834699

01602600

Cleaning
CLSS - Home

Aury Bonilla  (323) 605-7197

Thorough Cleaning
Houses & Offices

Competitive Rates
Dependable Personalized Service

Great References

Quality
Cleaning

HOUSECLEANING SPECIAL

STARTING AT $99

Services

Handyman
CLSS - Prompt & ReliableMACC ELECTRICALL && 

HANDYMANN SERVICES
Prompt & Reliable

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Free Estimates

Call MAC
310-261-5917

We fix anything electrical/plumbing
carpentry & household repair

Computer Services
CLSS - Call Us First
CALL US FIRST
PC/Laptop
Sales & Service

We set up
remote offices,
DSL,Internet
& Wireless.

Computer cleanup our specialty
- viruses & spyware

Home or office.
Call us LAST

Amicus Technology
(310) 670-4962

Open 7 Days a Week
www.amicustech.com

CLSS - thenerdsquad.net
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YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
� Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Walking to the nearest newsstand increases circulation.
SSanta MMonica DDaily PPress
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