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by Chuck Shepard

= A judge in Monroe County, N.Y., denied
Jerold Ponder's application for a handgun
permit, but Ponder is appealing that deci-
sion, even though he is currently in jail
charged with the shooting death of his
pregnant girlfriend. Ponder's best-case-
scenario defense is that it was just an acci-
dent, occurring while he and the girlfriend
were target-shooting with a rifle, and that
thatincident is not relevant to whether he is
safety-conscious enough to carry a pistol.
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Council considers ban on
smoking in public parks

BY ANDY FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

It soon may be more than impolite to
light up a cigarette in a Santa Monica pub-
lic park.

Hoping to protect children from the
harmful effects of second-hand cigarette
smoke, the Santa Monica City Council is
contemplating a plan to ban smoking in
all of its 15 parks.

The City Council will consider drafting
a law on Tuesday that would forbid smok-
ing “curb to curb” in every existing public
park, and any new parks that may be cre-
ated in the future.

Santa Monica’s Recreation and Park’s
Committee voted unanimously June 20,
2002, to recommend that the City Council
ban smoking in parks. Since then, the city
manager’s office and the city attorney’s
office have been studying how to put the
ban into place.

Committee member Neil Carrey said the
issue is important and a ban is imperative.

“I don’t know how anyone could
defend what the City Council and the city
itself stands for and then not support this,”

tainable city, it makes sense to help sus-
tain the people living in it.”

The practice of banning smoking in
public areas has become more common in
recent years. Smoking has been banned in
office buildings, commercial airplanes
and, in California, at restaurants and bars.

“Even the people that
smoke tell us they would
agree to more restrictions.”

— ROBERT BERGER
Committee for Smoke-free Zones

The state has enacted legislation that took
effect in January 2002 which forbids smok-
ing on playgrounds. The law allows munici-
palities to extend smoke-free zones in the
entire park or create them in certain areas.

Public officials worry about the effects
second-hand cigarette smoke may have
on children playing nearby. Recent stud-
ies suggest second-hand smoke contains

Gelebrating a life

Andy Fixmer/Daily Press
Dolores Davis leads more than 200 people in
song Saturday night at the First AME by the Sea
church. The church was packed wall to wall with
people celebrating the life of Rev. Ron Williams,
a committed community leader, who died
Tuesday of a heart attack.

he said. “If you are going to have a sus-

See SMOKING, page 7

Councilman tight-lipped on $10,000 question

Donor says check intended
for L.A. County Greens

BY ANDY FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

The donor of a missing $10,000 check,
which intended for the Los Angeles Green
Party, wants to know where his money went.

But the one person who knows — Santa
Monica City Councilman Mike Feinstein —
isn’t talking.

Greens throughout the state learned in the
past two months that Feinstein, a founding
member of the L.A. County chapter and a
nationally-known figure in the Green Party,
had deposited Bill Pietz’s check on Jan. 17,
2001, in a privately-held account.

But the money never made it to the L.A.
Green Party official bank account.

Speculation over what happened to the
money grew with each passing month that
Feinstein ignored calls from local party leaders
asking him to disclose bank records showing
how the money was used, according to officials.

With no end to the impasse in sight, state
Green Party leaders called a summit meeting
last month in Palo Alto, Calif., to discuss how
to handle the situation. Days before the meet-

ing convened, Pietz sent an e-mail to party

leaders attempting to dispel rumors that had

developed over the past several months.
“There were so many misunderstandings

from people who weren’t knowledgeable of
what had gone on that I felt I had to clear things
up,” said Pietz, a Sliver Lake resident who had

See CHECK, page 7

Pizza order helps

BY DIANE SCARPONI

Associated Press Writer

BRIDGEPORT, Conn. — An order for
pizza led investigators to the four men accused
of kidnapping one of the richest men in America.

That’s because the victim’s credit card was
used to pay for it, according to an arrest affi-
davit unsealed Friday.

“That was dumb,” one of the accused kid-
nappers said after his arrest, the affidavit shows.

Shemone Gordon, 23; Devon Harris, 19;
and former Marine Renaldo Rose, 23, all face
federal extortion charges. If convicted, they
could each be sentenced to 20 years in prison.
The court record of a fourth suspect, a juve-
nile, is sealed.

Millionaire Edward S. Lampert was
snatched from a parking garage in Greenwich
on Jan. 10.

The 40-year-old was held in a motel room
just over a day before being dropped off
unharmed near the Greenwich police station.

catch kidnappers

According to news reports, he was set free after
promising to pay his abductors $5 million. The
affidavit doesn’t say why he was released.

Lampert is worth an estimated $800 million
and is No. 288 on the Forbes list of wealthiest
Americans. He is chairman of the hedge fund
ESL Investments.

According to the affidavit, the pizza paid
for with Lampert’s credit card was delivered to
an address in New Haven associated with one
of the suspects.

An unidentified woman there told the FBI
that Lampert was being held in a motel in New
Haven, according to the affidavit.

By the time police located the motel on Jan.
12, Lampert had already been freed.

Instead, they found three of the suspects, a
.410-gauge shotgun, a microcassette recorder,
shotgun shells and knit caps, the affidavit said.

Rose, who also is suspected of holding up a
delivery truck, was arrested later in Canada.
He was ordered held without bail Friday.
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JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you'll have:

-Dynamic [
@ -So-so

-Positive [l
O-Difficult

-Average

pry Birthday for Monday, Feb. 10, 2003

You make waves whether you intend to or not. Others step back and watch what you do. In some
way, you become a role model for others. You’re able to reach out and make a difference to many
because of your creativity and humor. You demonstrate that not everything has to be heavy or hard to
accomplish. You relate well to others, opening doors and opportunities simultaneously. If you are sin-
gle, it will become clear that that particular status will no longer remain so. You will draw many suit-
ors, but you might not settle down immediately. If you are attached, your relationship will move in a
new direction. You might feel like you just met each other! GEMINI reads you cold.

SARIES (March 21-April 19)

[ Move on key issues in the a.m.,
when you have plenty of get-up-and-go. By Ihe
afternoon, you will want to put your feet up on
your desk and relax a little. You deserve some
downtime. Return messages at that time. Good
news circulates quickly. Tonight: Invite a friend
for munchies and drinks.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

[ While you might still be reacting to

a boss’s directives, others seem to be clean-
ing up their acts with the weekend in mind. Come
afternoon, you feel more playful, especially as
you clear out additional work. Reach out for a
loved one who means a lot to you. Tonight: The
world is your oyster.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

(I  Evaluate what is going on with others
around you. If possible, a meeting needs to
be scheduled for the morning. You could be
overwhelmed by what you hear and what you
feel you must do. Slow down this afternoon.
Allow a partner or associate to pitch in. Tonight:
Where the gang is.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
= il A boss makes demands, and a part-
ner has strong expectations. You could feel
between and betwixt the two. Your answer comes
through a conversation, which could be unusual-
ly meaningful. Don’t close yourself off. Keep the
dialogue going. Tonight: Find a friend.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
¥ | (0 You choose the people in your
life. Sometimes you find it difficult to deal
with another’s innate unpredictability. You might
want to reach out to a co-worker who is not up to

snuff. You have the ability to help others relax, if

you so choose. Tonight: Out on the town.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

m A partner seeks you out, though you

might not appreciate all of his or her sug-
gestions. Recognize your limits within your
immediate surroundings. Detach and accept an
overview. Listen to somewhat off-beat sugges-
tions. Tonight: Try something different.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

Others encourage you down a new
path, whether you choose that path or not. Review
a personal matter that might involve a key part-
nership. You can no longer walk away from this
situation. Remain open to a loved one’s or family
member’s efforts. Tonight: Accept an invitation.

iy SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

o ) mm Clear out work. You could easily be
overwhelmed by what is happening between

you and an associate. Revise your opinions.

Reverse directions. Network in the afternoon,

knowing that anything and everything is possi-

ble. Tonight: Say “yes” to an invitation.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

i [ Use the a.m. to create a think tank.
nstorming takes an unusually productive
path. Know when the answer is “no.” How you
reject someone’s ideas could make all the differ-
ence in the outcome. When you take away, give
something back. Tonight: Treat a co-worker.

,.\

7 CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

ﬂ:’ Deal with family and the basics

first, especially if you are uncomfortable
with a personal matter. You discover that solu-
tions head your way if you’re willing to risk a lit-
tle more. Do not step back from the inevitable.
You have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.
Tonight: Reveal what is in your heart.

4 AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

(I Return calls in the a.m. Also, have
important discussions during the same period. In
the p.m., clear out your work. When you leave
work, you will have a lot to feel good about.
Don’t be coerced into doing anything you don’t
want to do. Tonight: Happily head home.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

[  Your financial matters need balanc-

ing. You could question someone’s integrity.
Do so with care. You might inadvertently hurt
another’s feelings. Keep communication open.
You might learn a lot about yourself. Let a friend-
ship grow. Tonight: Don’t push the line.
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LOCAL

Gavel 11 Gavel

From the people’s court in the Santa Monica Courthouse

By John Wood

Immigrant lahorers prevail in court

Three immigrant laborers won more than $1,100 last month from a Santa Monica
man who hired them but later refused to pay for their work.

The laborers, who share an apartment in downtown Los Angeles, told the court
Thomas Buchanan hired them for repairs to his Copeland Avenue home in Santa
Monica, which included constructing a concrete path and building an outdoor wall.

The three workers — Oscar Rivera and Tomas and Ricardo Valladares — were
paid $1,492 for the job. But Ricardo Valladares, who managed the team, said he was
shorted $1,114 and couldn’t fully pay his team or himself.

Ricardo Valladares claimed he was owed for 45 hours of his own labor, at $12 an
hour, and a combined total of 69 hours for the other two workers, at $8 an hour.

Buchanan told the court he didn’t pay the workers the full amount because the
City of Santa Monica later forced him to redo some of the work, claiming it was not
performed to the city’s standards.

“We worked it out. At least I thought we had,” Buchanan said. “Then (Ricardo
Valladares) came back wanting more cash.”

But Judge Pro Tem Edward Bennes ruled for the plaintiffs, saying it was clear they
had worked the hours they claimed.

“They’re providing the labor,” Judge Bennes said. “They work with their hands.”

On his way out of court, Buchanan had a final comment for Valladares.

“No hard feelings Ricardo,” he said. “I just disagreed with you.”

Online sale leaves sour taste

A Washington state antique desk dealer learned a costly lesson in Internet sales
last month — from a Santa Monica judge a thousand miles away.

Chris Waggoner of Puyallup, Wash., didn’t make the trip to Santa Monica to
respond to Deborah Silverstein’s lawsuit, but a judgment was entered against him
nonetheless.

Silverstein sued Waggoner for $1,000, saying she paid $634 for what Waggoner
advertised online as a children’s desk from the 19th century. But when the desk
arrived, Silverstein said it wasn’t what she had ordered.

“The desk was neither antique nor a children’s desk,” Silverstein said.

Silverstein was seeking the full $634 cost of the desk, plus the $270 she spent
serving court papers to Waggoner out of state, plus other court costs.

Before making his ruling, Judge Pro Tem Edward Bennes expressed some reser-
vations over the jurisdiction of his court.

“Over the years, I’ve developed the understanding that you can’t sue out of state
in small claims,” he said. “However, based on my research here today, I see no lan-
guage that says you can’t do it.”

Silverstein had argued the case belonged in Santa Monica because she entered into
a contract with Waggoner from the computer in their Santa Monica home. Though
Judge Bennes finally agreed, he refused to award Silverstein the full cost of serving
Waggoner out of state.

“We’re cracking new legal ground here,” Judge Bennes said.

Though Silverstein paid $270 to have Waggoner served with court papers, having
somebody served in state typically costs no more than $50.
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A pretty sad weekend for local surf spots. Too steep for L.A.’s west
facing exposure, the northwest swell missed our county, leaving surf in

the ankle- to waist-high range throughout the north.

Occasional sets at South Bay breaks were hitting waist to shoulder

high, the best of those waves probably at El Porto.

We’ll see the peak of this steep northwest swell during the morning

today, but conditions change little from yesterday.

Expect mostly small, flat conditions in the north.
The best waves will be from Porto south, good breaks in P.V. show-

ing chest high as well.

Swell fades this afternoon, into Tuesday, and probably Wednesday.
Long range forecasts say the next swell is due Thursday.
Today, expect offshore winds around 10 knots. Also, a chance rain

is in the forecast for Tuesday and Wednesday.

Location Monday
County Line 2-3'/Fair
Zuma 2-3'[Fair
Surfrider 1-2°/Poor
Topanga 1-3'/Poor
Breakwater 3-4'/Fair
El Porto 3-4'[Fair

The Sutf Report is sponsored by:

[ stor hours: |
Pastrami _Open
Sandwich Daily from
58 taincuded hs e 11a.m. to
.\':"\r,;::—; — '|0 .M.
1% %stiest Hawaiian 50" PAS
ICKIEs Or coleslaw, .
TR 119 Broadway, Santa Monica

" Tides:
High- 3:44 a.m. 4.35’
Low- 12:00 p.m. 0.91’
High- 7:18 p.m. 2.80’
Low- 9:51 p.m. 2.80°

Tuesday
1-3'/Fair
1-3’/Fair
1-2°/Poor
1-2°/Poor
2-3'/Fair
2-&[Fair

Water Quality
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310.394.0100
Y,

WANT TO KNOW YOUR ASTROLOGICAL FORECAST?

CHECK OUT HOROSCOPES ON PAGE 2!

Since 1967
Quality & Valug Hiways!

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

310-399-7892 Come see why

2732 Main St.
Santa Monica

we’re Main Street’s
favorite breakfast
and lunch spot!

Plans have been in the works the past few
years to rebuild the Santa Monica Pier’s
breakwater so it can become a harbor again
for sailboats, sport fishing and other recre-
ational opportunities.

But, of course, because of the city’s
budget crisis, the City Council may divert
the $4 million needed to match the federal
government’s share of the project toward
other projects that are more needed.

Some say having a harbor will give
Santa Monica another reason for people to
come here, which will fuel the economy.

Others say a harbor will add traffic and
attract too many people here.

This week, Q-Line wants to know, “Do
you think the city should use its financial
resources to build a new harbor? Would
it be bad or good for Santa Monica?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your response
before Thursday at 5 p.m. We’ll print them in
Friday’s paper. Please limit your comments
to a minute or less; it might help to think first
about the wording of your response.

310.451.SLICE (7542)

310.399.4060
Catering * Lunch/Office Delivery

~

* Homemade

* Fresh Ingredients
¢ Pasta & Dinners

e Calzones

* Hot Subs

Voted Best in L.A.

— America Online Poll

“A slice of NY in your
own backyard.”

—Anthony Dias Blue
Bon Appetit Lifestyle
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OPINION

LETTERS

Bauer’s off the mark

Editor:

Bill Bauer’s recent comparison of the Madison Theater to the defunct Target pro-
posal is baseless and idiotic (Daily Press, Feb. 7, 2003). The Target proposal totaled
162,400 square feet, more than three times the Madison proposal.

Let’s be serious Bill ... this is not a quiet neighborhood. Two of the bordering
streets are Santa Monica Boulevard and 11th Street, major Santa Monica thorough-
fares. Our attempt to play off the college as disrupting a tucked away treasure is quite
laughable.

As heard throughout community forums, the demand for performing arts theaters
is ever growing. Santa Monica College has listened to the needs of the community and
is following through.

Joe Weichman
Santa Monica

Homeowners need to take control

Editor:

I read Landmarks Commissioner Nina Fresco’s letter to the editor entitled “See
through the Prop. A propaganda.” She is obviously very out of touch with the actual
human beings who live and own these homes that make up our wonderful neighbor-
hoods. She mentions that Santa Monica residents know full well what is at stake
regarding Prop. A. She is right, they do know what is at stake.

That is why, if you drive up and down any given residential street, you will see a
mass of “Yes on A” lawn signs in support of Prop. A. The Prop. A message, which
allows homeowners to give their consent before the city can come in and designate their
homes, is palpable. It is also interesting that she addresses renters (twice). This is obvi-
ously a ploy by the Landmarks Commission to appeal to the populous renter vote even
though Prop. A is a R-1 residential only issue. And if that wasn’t enough, as a scare tac-
tic she brings up the point that developers will control and dispose of our landmarks.

First of all, Prop. A does not affect any homes that currently have landmark status
and, second of all, if the landmarks commission was set up to use preservation as a
development tool or a growth measure, than they have failed miserably. How is it that
Mrs. Fresco believes that if things stay the way they are now, the developers will not
decide the destiny of our neighborhoods?

Come on. The development issue needs to be addressed with our zoning laws not
our Landmarks Commission.

Strict zoning laws also known as the “Monster Mansion” ordinance have been
recently implemented in the North of Montana area and just last week have been
approved in Sunset Park and also the Wilshire/Montana area. These were put in place
to protect the integrity and charm of our neighborhoods. Let them do their job. Thank
you, Nina, but the good homeowners of Santa Monica know exactly whom they want
to manage and control their homes, and it’s not you.

Jason Powell
Santa Monica

Cutting school funding unacceptable

Editor:
Letter writer Paul Dryden accuses the “Save Our Schools” committee of trying to

FUNNY
PAPERZ

Supreme Court
defends “blonde himbo”
song over doll that resembles

a "German street watker.”
{Hurey while supplies last!
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“push an unpopular parcel tax” on Santa Monica voters. He argues that citizens have
already expressed their distaste for a special tax to fund schools by rejecting Measure
EE last fall. He accuses local educators of putting “lipstick on a pig” and of being “too
heavy at the trough.”

In fact, special parcel tax measures to fund education are far from unpopular local-
ly — support of EE garnered a clear majority of votes in the last election. While the
measure failed to gain the two-thirds of votes needed for approval, it’s clear that most
Santa Monica residents are willing to dig deeper to maintain excellence in our local
public schools.

While Mr. Dryden is entitled to his opinion, I believe his comments reflect the
knee-jerk, anti-tax sentiment held by a small but vocal portion of our community. This
type of outdated Howard Jarvis-like thinking threatens to undermine the concept and
fulfillment of quality public education. Given the drastic cutbacks in state funding, it’s
imperative that local school districts look at all measures to restore dollars to class-
rooms.

Faced with a SMMUSD budget shortfall of more than $12 million in 2003-04,
Superintendent John Deasy last week proposed a series of Draconian cuts to the
school board. Nearly 206 full-time positions face elimination next fall, all directly
impacting the day-to-day classroom experience of our children. Among the positions
he reluctantly suggests be eliminated if no additional public funding is secured:

* 66 full-time teachers at the district, achieved by significantly raising student-to-
teacher ratios in elementary, middle and high schools;

* The principal at Santa Monica Alternative School House and two vice principals
at other elementary schools;

See LETTERS, page 5

Are the U.N. inspections working or is it all irrelevant?

In late January, there was video out of
Iraq of a man who jumped into one of the
SUVs the United Nations is using to per-
form weapon inspections. Over and over
again he yelled, “Save me! Save me!”
The U.N. inspectors handed him back to
Iraqi security forces.

This incident illustrates the choice the
United Nations is facing. With the help of
France, Germany and the domestic anti-
war movement, the United Nations can
destroy its own usefulness by abdicating
its responsibility to enforce the rule of
law. Criticism of the anti-war movement
is not the same as accusing them of being
unpatriotic. That idea seems be coming
solely from a movement intent on
deflecting criticism.

The catch phrase of the anti-war
movement is “let the inspectors work.”
This misses the point of the inspections.
If they “work,” one very successful out-

come will be the discovery that Saddam
Hussein has continued to gather weapons
of mass destruction and containment has
failed. In fact, the inspections have
already worked.

The questions that should be asked is

Kuwait. It was unprovoked and ruthless.
Saddam Hussein looted and raped that
country. His surrender was not brought
about with inspections and diplomacy, it
was brought about by stealth fighters and
M-1 tanks. Even the current inspections

what kind of threat
does this pose? Asking
what kind of threat this
posses solely to the
United States seems
too reminiscent of the
isolationist movement

Guest
Commentary

By Paul Corrigan

wouldn’t be happening
without the threat from
carrier groups in the

Mediterranean and
Persian Gulf.

Last week, eight
European nations

of the 1930s. Saddam’s
past offers the start of an answer.

On Aug. 25, 1988, the village of
Birjinni in northern Iraq was attacked
with nerve gas. Some in the village died
quickly. Many more suffered. Today their
safety is guaranteed only by constant air
patrols enforcing no-fly zones.

A few years later, Iraq invaded

pledged their support to
military action and support is growing.
The recent discovery that Saddam
Hussein has missiles with a longer range
than previously thought was probably
met in Paris and Berlin with the reaction,
“Just how long a range are we talking
about?... Not long enough, phew ... we
still believe in containment and America

is a bully.” It won’t be long before France
and Germany find a way to jump on the
bandwagon while claiming they haven’t
changed their position at all.

What if France and Germany
continue to balk at military action? Well,
Amnesty International says that “sacri-
ficing the human rights of people for the
sake of geopolitics is unacceptable.” That
quote was dated Jan. 26, 2003. That’s 15
years after Saddam Hussein launched a
gas attack against his own people, 12
years after he invaded Kuwait and one
day after an Iraqi man jumped into an
United Nations Land Rover and pleaded
for help. It’s time for the U.N. to decide
if it is still relevant.

(Paul Corrigan is a Santa Monica res-
ident.)

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive,
except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite
202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.
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Public school budget cuts
threaten student progress

Just as recent reforms have begun to
show results, massive school cuts threaten
our progress. Student achievement has
increased and test scores continue to rise.
Cutting school funds won’t help our stu-
dents achieve the high standards we’ve
set for them. Cuts of $2 billion or more
from current year school funding are on
the table as state leaders try to close the
gaping budget hole. Such cuts will mean
fewer teachers, support staff and
resources devoted to student achieve-
ment. In order to save the amount of
money being discussed, the state would
have to shut down our schools for two full
weeks, reduce per-

iest taxpayers far outweighs the amount
the top brackets would recover. Will law-
makers do the right thing?

Republican lawmakers have vowed to
oppose any new taxes to address the
state’s projected $25-plus billion budget
shortfall — meaning they’ll cut school
kids before special interests. Since
schools receive 40 percent of the state’s
general fund  expenditures, the
Republicans would take that percentage
from schools’ budgets.

The right to a quality public education
is guaranteed to every student from
kindergarten through the university

level. The deficit

pupil spending by
$300 or lay off more
than 35,000 teachers.

Any  mid-year
cuts will devastate
our schools. Districts
are reeling from
more than $3.1 bil-
lion in cuts within
the past two budget

Guest
Commentary

By Mary Bergan

can’t be an excuse
for failing to meet
the  constitutional
guarantee. By cutting
back school funding
rather than closing
tax loopholes, we
sacrifice the progress
we’ve made. The
solutions exist to fill

years. School dis-

tricts have increased class sizes, deferred
new textbook purchases, gutted music,
drug awareness, English language devel-
opment and other programs, laid off
teachers and staff, and reduced school
safety personnel. The proposed cuts will
make these school reductions seem mild.

We need fiscal fairness to balance the
budget. The deficit should not be balanced
on the backs of public school students,
teachers and staff. There are fair ways to
raise new revenues. The state’s leaders
should construct a comprehensive, multi-
year plan to resolve the state’s fiscal crisis
and address the immediate and future
needs of our students and schools.

Public education remains the top pri-
ority for California voters. Voters want to
invest more in our public schools — not
less. According to the 34th Annual Phi
Delta Kappa/Gallup Poll of the Public’s
Attitudes Toward the Public Schools,
three-fourths of Californians would cut
other programs to preserve education
funding. Almost 60 percent support rais-
ing state taxes to avoid cuts to education.

Restoring the top tax income tax
brackets for the wealthiest of
Californians will generate more than $3
billion. Federal tax relief for the wealth-

in the budget hole.

In addition to restoring top income tax
brackets, the state should consider enact-
ing a severance tax on oil. California
remains the only state without a sever-
ance tax, and virtually the only place in
the world that collects no royalties or
taxes on oil removed from private lands.

It also makes sense to limit the mort-
gage interest deduction for mansion own-
ers. We support limiting mortgage interest
deductions to mortgages of $700,000 or
less. Only the wealthiest individuals ben-
efit from mortgage interest deductions of
more than $50,000 per year!

School leaders are willing to help
craft a comprehensive package of cuts
and new revenues that protects the finan-
cial integrity of the state and maintains
the momentum for improved student
achievement. But let’s make sure the
lawmakers do what the people want:
Protect quality public education.

(Mary Bergan is president of the
California Federation of Teachers. As
the statewide affiliate of the American
Federation of Teachers, the CFT repre-
sents more than 100,000 teachers and
school employees in California.)

LETTERS

LETTERS, from page 4

« All six elementary music school teachers and all nine elementary library coor-

dinators;
« Half of the 10 school nurses;
* 10 P.E. instructors;

* Nearly 60 classified and support staff, from custodians to computer aides to

cafeteria workers.

It’s simply unacceptable that a district that boasts such a high standard of living
and such a rich history of progressive civic thinking could even contemplate these
crippling cuts to our children’s education.

I urge all citizens to support the new parcel tax measure, to petition the City
Council to increase its fiscal commitment to quality public education and to enlist
their neighbors and friends in this crucial fight. To borrow Mr. Dryden’s analogy, we
need to turn a sow’s ear into a silk purse.

Matthew King
Santa Monica
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Elll COMMENTARY

How to hire a lawyer without
knowing what you need

LEGAL
VIEWS AND
NEWS

By David Pisarra

il

THE PROBLEM WITH
HIRING A LAWYER

Hiring an attorney is one of the most
confusing things you will likely ever do.
The reason is that you often don’t know
what you don’t know. So you need to hire
someone to handle a problem that you
cannot handle yourself, mostly because
you do not know what to ask or do. The
obvious difficulty in this is that you have
no way of confirming when you ask an
attorney about what needs to happen, how
it should be done or what it will cost, and
if what they are saying is correct. If you
knew that, you probably would not need
an attorney in the first place.

The hardest part for most people is the
inherent mistrust of attorneys. Most
everyone will normally speak with their
friends and co-workers about what they
should be spending. The problem with
this is that every situation is different, and
even ones that look the same can have a
“little” different fact which causes the
entire case to change, and that changes
what needs to be done, what it will cost
and what the end result of the case will be.

HOW TO INTERVIEW,
WHAT TO ASK, WHO
TO BELIEVE

When you are secking a lawyer, don’t
forget that you are the customer. They are
the seller, and you are the buyer. They are
looking at you as someone who is bring-
ing them business. You need to remember
this so that you are not intimidated by
them. Frequently a client does not feel
comfortable asking questions of a lawyers
experience, past history, past successes
and past failures.

Clients often feel that they are being
disrespectful or untrusting by asking
questions. THIS IS NOT THE CASE.
Please remember that a lawsuit is your
life. To a lawyer, it is his livelihood — not
his life.

At the end of an interview, you should
feel comfortable telling your lawyer
your deepest secrets. If you don’t have
the confidence in this lawyer, go to
another until you find the one with
whom you feel confident.

Any lawyer you interview should be
able to provide you with a list of their cur-
rent and past clients, who are willing to
speak with you about the representation
they received and their satisfaction levels.

Ask your family, friends and co-work-
ers what their experiences are, and trust
those experiences. But in the end, you
must believe in your own instincts.

Every case is different and people love
to be supportive of you. Expect them to be

a “Monday Quarterback” scrutinizing you
lawyer. This is why you need to have con-
fidence in what your lawyer is telling you.

HOW DO LAWYERS GET PAID?

Cases have traditionally been paid for
in one of two ways. There is the hourly
case and the contingency case. Each has
its advantages. Depending on the type of
law, the likelihood of recovery and the
necessary expenses involved, will deter-
mine how the lawyer wants to be paid.

In an hourly based case, the lawyer
will bill for every minute they are work-
ing on the case. In reality, it is almost
impossible to bill for every minute, and
that is why attorneys will bill in pieces of
an hour. Attorneys bill in 1/10ths of an
hour or 1/6ths of an hour. So for every six
minutes or 10 minutes the attorney is on
the phone, you are billed. The clock starts
from the time the attorney picks up the
phone. This type of billing is designed so
that you do not pay for more time than it
actually takes do a job. This is to the
client’s advantage so that they can see
how much they are spending.

Hourly cases would include family
law, corporate law, contract disputes,
landlord tenant, real estate and legal rep-
resentation before governmental bodies.

A contingency case is when the attor-
ney takes a percentage of the recovery in
exchange for financing the expenses of
the case. This is done when the client can-
not afford legal representation. The bene-
fit to the client is that they are represented
and do not worry about a monthly bill.
The benefit to the lawyer is a larger
reward upon recovery than if they were
working hourly. The cost to the lawyer is
that they must finance the litigation,
which is expensive and there are no guar-
antees of winning.

Contingency cases would be personal
injury and worker’s compensation. The
cases which fall into the category of civil
rights, or employment law, are hard cases
to finance, prosecute and win.

You need to have an attorney who has
sizable resources behind them. Do not be
afraid to ask for track records, historical
wins and results of similar cases. This is
one area where going with a big firm is to
your advantage. However, be sure that
you negotiate a strong agreement and
don’t ever forget that a contingency case
percentage can be re-negotiated depend-
ing on the final settlement.

(David Pisarra is a partner in the
Santa Monica law firm of Pisarra &
Grist. He welcomes legal questions that
can be answered in this column. E-mail
him at dpisarra@pisarra.com.)

DID YOU KNOW?: The US

nickname Uncle Sam was derived

from Uncle Sam Wilson, a meat
inspector in Troy, New York.
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Most Californians favor
anti-smoking laws, poll says

SMOKING, from page 1

more chemicals that are suspected car-
cinogens than previously believed.

The cities of Beverly Hills, Carson,
Huntington Beach and El Monte
already have taken advantage of the
state’s law and completely banned
smoking in their public parks, accord-
ing to a city staff report.

The Los Angeles City Council enacted
legislation banning smoking within 25 feet
of where children play. Los Angeles’ ordi-
nance even forbids smoking at dog runs,
public swimming pools and golf courses.

Enforcement of the smoking ban in
Santa Monica would be achieved by a
combination of signs and community edu-

cation, officials said. The same approach
worked in Beverly Hills, where there has
been a voluntary compliance with the law,
according to a city staff report.

A statewide organization called the
“Committee for Smoke-free Zones” has
been working with Santa Monica, and 10
other municipalities in  Southern
California, on creating restrictive smok-
ing laws to protect public health.

Robert Berger, a Smoke-free Committee
member, has said polls show below 20 per-
cent of Californians smoke, and 93 percent
of the population agrees with more restric-
tive smoking prohibitions.

“Even the people that smoke tell us
they would agree to more restrictions,” he
said.

Donor won’t sue or file
complaint against Feinstein

CHECK, from page 1

wanted the donation to be anonymous. “I
felt I needed to tell party decision-makers
about what’s been happening.”

Feinstein declined to comment on
Saturday.

On the evening of Jan. 13, 2001, Pietz
said he handed the check to Woody
Hastings, an L.A. County Green Party
organizer, who then passed it over to
Feinstein. Pietz said Feinstein called him
that night to confirm the check was real.

The money was intended to help
strengthen the L.A. County Green Party,
which at the time had a little more than
$50 in its official bank account, Pietz said.

“The situation back then was very disor-
ganized,” he said. “Things were not very
functional.”

Pietz hoped the money would help the
county chapter get stronger so it could
organize candidates to compete with
Democrats and Republicans for locally
elected offices.

Instead, Pietz later found out that the
check was deposited into an unofficial
Green account under Feinstein’s name at
the Hughes Aircraft Employees Federal
Credit Union, Pietz said.

A copy of the endorsed check provided
to the Daily Press shows the check was
made out to the “Los Angeles County Green
Party” on Jan. 13, 2001, for $10,000. On the
back of the check, along the endorsement
line, is written “Los Angeles Green Party,”
and below that is a signature similar to those
Feinstein has used on campaign statements
and other public documents.

Party officials said they believe the check
landed in Feinstein’s hands because there
was no organized system for collecting
donations for the L.A. County Green Party.

At the time, the county party didn’t have
a treasurer, but it had two bank accounts.
The official account was in the party’s
name and controlled by the vacant treasur-
er’s position. The “unofficial account” was
privately held in Feinstein’s name and had
been used since he helped found the local
chapter, according to party officials.

When Pietz made his donation,
Feinstein was simultaneously trying to
rent out space on Pico Boulevard to be
used for Green Party events and environ-
mental causes, according to official min-
utes from meetings.

Feinstein had said at Green Party meet-

ings in 2001 that he thought the money
was intended to help support the office
and the organizing efforts that were taking
place there, according to the minutes.

However, Pietz said when Feinstein
called to confirm the check, nothing was
said about the money being used for the
Pico Boulevard office. He thought the
county party would determine how the
money should be spent, Pietz said.

“The money was given to the county
and it should have been deposited with
them,” Pietz said. “It was to help them.”

Pietz said he doesn’t plan to sue
Feinstein or file a complaint with the
state’s Fair  Political Practices
Commission, which regulates political
matters in California. As far as Pietz is
concerned, Feinstein’s actions weren’t
illegal and the matter is an internal Green
Party dispute.

“My interests are very specific,” he
said. “My interest is in allowing the coun-
ty party organization to organize itself,
which includes fundraising. But as long as
there are these financial issues ... it’s hard
to move forward.”

Feinstein has previously said more
than $30,000 in Green Party donations,
including Pietz’s check, have been
deposited into the privately held account.
Most of that money has paid for rent and
supplies for the office located at 2809
Pico Blvd., according to the minutes.

The office has been used by Feinstein
as a Green Party headquarters, though it’s
not recognized by the Green Party, offi-
cials said.

Feinstein is organizing a summit of
elected Green office holders from across
the country at the Pico Boulevard office
later this month. Party leaders decided to
go public with their concerns because nei-
ther the convention nor the fundraising
Feinstein is undertaking for the event
have been sanctioned by the party, offi-
cials said.

Fearing that a situation like Pietz’s may
be created, state and national Green Party
officials wrote in an open letter distributed
to Greens across the country that Feinstein
does not speak for the party and he isn’t
supposed to be raising money for it.

“When it became clear that this might
not be limited to me but (it could happen)
to others as well,” Pietz said, “the state
party felt it necessary to alert everyone.”
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STATE

California officials say
Bush policies hurt state

BY DON THOMPSON

Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO — Across most of
the West, conservative Republican
officeholders are applauding the Bush
administration’s proposals to open fed-
eral land to more local control, new
roads and additional logging in the name
of fire prevention.

Not so in heavily Democratic
California, where officials say the admin-
istration has repeatedly undermined the
state’s stricter environmental standards on
everything from low-polluting automo-
biles to offshore oil drilling.

They were particularly incensed when
the administration helped prevent oil
drilling off the coast of Florida, but tried
to block California’s review of 36 off-
shore leases because, Interior Secretary
Gale Norton said, “Florida opposes
coastal drilling and California does not.”

“Unfortunately, the Bush administra-
tion just doesn’t understand California,”
said Democratic Gov. Gray Davis. “We
believe you can have a strong economy
and a clean environment. We refuse to
sacrifice one for the other. We believe in
protecting our magnificent coast, clean
air, clean water, and a sensible approach
to protecting our forests.”

Much of California’s criticism
echoes that of environmental groups
that accuse the Bush administration of
rolling back or proposing rollbacks of
environmental rules, regulations and
laws enacted by presidents as far back
as Theodore Roosevelt.

“You name it: forests, wildlife, water,
energy, wetlands,” ticked off state
Resources Secretary Mary Nichols. “It’s an
odd blend of wanting to defer to the states,
but in reality we have less influence.”

They say the administration is chal-
lenging decisions that previously had
been left to the state, in what they call a
perversion of the federalism usually
championed by conservatives.

“Ironically, this was a president who
ran on states’ rights — but it’s states’
rights unless they’re different than what
he wants,” complained Assemblywoman
Hannah-Beth Jackson, D-Santa Barbara.
She hosted a recent hearing of her
Natural Resources Committee on the
growing divide between California and
the federal government.

The White House and other Western
officials contend it is California that is out
of synch, as the Bush administration tries
to streamline regulations and find a bal-
ance between protecting the environment
and the economy.

“There’s a very deep divide between
that rhetoric and the reality of what we’ve
been doing,” said James L. Connaughton.
The chairman of the White House Council
on Environmental Quality dismissed much
of the criticism as “politics as usual.”

Yet California officials are reflecting a
more urban population and diversified
economy than other Western states, which
have long been dependent on resource
extraction to drive their economies, other
observers said.

Wyoming and Alaska are thus more
appreciative of administration propos-
als to open federal land to oil and gas
companies to promote energy inde-
pendence. In Alaska and Utah, officials
cheered an administration proposal last

month that could open certain federal
land to new roads sought by state and
local governments.

Montana lawmakers are debating
whether their state’s environmental pro-
tections went too far in driving out min-
ing and logging companies. And
Colorado, Idaho, New Mexico and South
Dakota see value in Bush’s Healthy
Forests initiative after watching devas-
tating wildfires sweep through tinder-dry
forests last summer.

“We believe you can have
a strong economy and a
clean environment. We
refuse to sacrifice one
for the other”

— GRAY DAVIS
Governor of California

“I think most of the states in the
Intermountain West disagree with
California officials on a lot of things,”
said Jim Sims, executive director of the
Golden, Colo.-based Western Business
Roundtable. “I think there is broad and
deep support across the West generally
in the Bush administration’s environ-
mental policy.”

Politics may play a role as well. Bush
seems unlikely to win a re-election fight
in California, but he needs to keep the
votes of the other western states, which
for the most part are Republican bastions.

Paul Beddoe, who oversees public
lands and Western issues for the National
Association of Counties, said rural
Western counties were delighted that
Bush’s latest budget chops money for fed-
eral land acquisition while boosting pay-
ments to counties with federal land.

“All those little red counties that voted
for George Bush couldn’t believe what
they were seeing,” said Beddoe, referring
to media maps showing Republican sup-
port in the last election. “This year, there’s
been a 180-degree turnaround.”

California has long prided itself on
leading the nation on environmental
issues, and part of state officials’ frustra-
tion is with what they say is Bush admin-
istration interference with that effort.

The federal government for the first
time is siding with the automotive indus-
try in opposing California’s effort to raise
fuel economy and air pollution standards
with new requirements for zero-emissions
vehicles. And California is among six
states suing the administration for rolling
back new energy efficiency standards for
air conditioners and heat pumps.

“This state is no different than any
other state in picking and choosing when
they like federalism. It’s whose ox is
being gored, frankly,” said Robin Rivett,
an attorney with the Sacramento-based
Pacific Legal Foundation who often inter-
venes in environmental decisions on
behalf of private property owners. “I think
the average Californian would welcome a
return to balance and common sense.”
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The question of war no longer seems to be if but when

BY RON FOURNIER

AP White House Correspondent

WASHINGTON — The prospect of war against Iraq
appears to be growing with each passing day. The
remaining question seems to be when — not if. The
answer? Soon, apparently.

President Bush says he has not made a final decision.
But the White House — in word and deed — is moving
closer to war with the discipline of a political campaign.

“The game is over,” Bush said last week. “Saddam
Hussein will be stopped.”

The number of U.S. troops in the Persian Gulf stands
at about 113,000 and will climb to 150,000 by Feb. 15,
enough to launch at least the first stage of an invasion.
Britain is sending 35,000 troops — including a quarter of
its army and its biggest naval task force in 20 years.

It is no accident that U.S. forces will be ready just as
chief U.N. weapons inspector Hans Blix reports to the
Security Council on Friday.

White House officials long have considered mid-
February as a critical trigger point, when diplomatic, mil-
itary and political pressures begin to come to a head.

U.S. officials say the Security Council will be called
upon to decide, most likely by the end of the month,
whether to back the U.S. bid to forcefully disarm the
Iraqi president or stand aside while America and few
allies act on their own.

War is virtually inevitable, they say, unless the U.S.
pressure leads to an 11th-hour coup or exile for Saddam.

Since September, when he stood before the General
Assembly and asked for a resolution to disarm Iraq, Bush
has cautioned the United Nations against becoming irrel-
evant.

He told the Security Council in October to “show its
backbone” and followed the script through last week,
when he stood with Secretary of State Colin Powell and
said, “The U.N. must not back down.”

Armed with satellite photos and tape recordings,
Powell presented what he called “irrefutable and undeni-
able” evidence of Iraq’s illicit weapons program. Even as
Iraq denied the assertions, Powell told the United
Nations, “Saddam Hussein and his regime will stop at
nothing until something stops him.”

That presentation opened a brief window of diplomat-
ic and public relations activity before Bush forces the
issue of war.

Hoping to build support in the United States, the presi-
dent on Saturday devoted his weekly radio address to Iraq.
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J. Scott Applewhite/Associated Press
President Bush addresses Republican lawmakers
gathered for a weekend retreat at the Greenbrier
Resort in White Sulphur Springs, W.Va., Sunday. With
his party holding the majority in the House and
Senate, Bush is depending on cooperation from GOP
Congressmen to pass his domestic agenda and sup-
port his efforts to rid Irag of Saddam Hussein.

On Sunday, members of his national security team were
appearing on television news shows to argue Bush’s case.

“Iraq is harboring a terrorist network headed by a sen-
ior al-Qaida terrorist planner,” Bush said Saturday. “This
network runs a poison and explosive training camp in
northern Iraq, and many of its leaders are known to be in
Baghdad.”

Though not tied to Iraq, Bush’s decision Friday tg
raise the nation’s terrorism alert status underscored

grim potential for attack.

The president may already be making head way. Polls
taken last week after Powell spoke at the United Nations
suggest a growing belief that the administration has pre-
sented enough evidence to justify military action against
Iraq. More than half in those polls say they feel the evi-
dence is strong enough to justify military action.

On the diplomatic front, Bush spoke Friday with
French President Jacques Chirac and Chinese President
Jiang Zemin, both of whom want to give inspectors more
time. They also have veto power on the Security Council.

Bush meets on Monday with Australian Prime
Minister John Howard, a key ally, and later with
President Lucio Gutierrez of Ecuador.

The president, Powell and British Prime Minister
Tony Blair plan to speak to dozens of their counterparts
around the world, seeking support and drawing on the
evidence that Powell presented.

The United States and Britain persuaded the Security
Council last fall to require Iraq to disarm or face “serious
consequences,” a term Bush interprets to justify military
action. Bush and Blair are seeking a follow-up resolution
that would hold Iraq in defiance of the first measure.

The best option for Bush is a resolution that specifi-
cally authorizes use of force, but U.S. diplomats say that
is not likely.

Another option would threaten war unless Saddam
removes himself from power or is removed by his own
people by a certain deadline, possibly 48 hours.

Bush does not believes he needs the second resolution
to wage war, but White House official say one would
make it easier to justify war to the American public and
the world.
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War preparations move into high gear in Kuwait

BY STEVEN GUTKIN

Associated Press Writer

CAMP VIRGINIA, Kuwait — The key
launch pad for a future war on Iraq bustles
with tens of thousands of U.S. and British
soldiers. Military convoys clog highways,
and the entire northern half of Kuwait is
sealed off as a military operations zone.

“Every day this thing grows by leaps
and bounds,” Lt. Col. Jeffrey Helmick
said.

“We’re bursting at the seams,” said
Helmick, commander of the U.S. Army’s
6th Transportation Battalion, which helps
truck tons of supplies from ports of entry
to desert camps near the Iraqi border.

Officials will say little about the total
number of U.S. troops being dispatched to
Kuwait before a possible war. Washington
says war is likely to begin soon because
Iraq has failed to rid Iraq of all biological,
chemical and nuclear weapons
weapons Iraq denies it has.

About 113,000 U.S. troops are now in
the Gulf, and that number is expected to
climb to 150,000 by Feb. 15 — enough to
launch at least the first stage of an inva-
sion. Britain is sending 35,000 troops —
including a quarter of its army and its
biggest naval task force in two decades.

When troops arrive in Kuwait — usu-
ally in cargo planes or in commercial jets
chartered by the military — they travel to
base camps in civilian buses with curtains
that are drawn so potential terrorists don’t
see in.

The timing of any possible war could
be driven less by diplomatic maneuverings
than by the complicated logistics required
to set up and supply an invasion force.
Bringing in tens of thousands of troops
involves building new roads, camps and
living quarters, in addition to ensuring
adequate supplies of food, water, electrici-
ty, weaponry, ammunition and vehicles.

Judging from the intense activity at

Kuwaiti ports, the massive military con-
voys blocking traffic throughout the oil-
rich emirate and the words of U.S. sol-
diers on the ground, the job is just about
done.

“We’ve got enough for whatever needs
to be done. Now we’re just continuing to
reinforce it,” said Sgt. Maj. Larry Stevens,
spokesman for the 6th Transportation
Battalion. “If the commander in chief
gives the order, we don’t have to wait for
anything.”

Camps are being set up throughout
northern Kuwait, where a large ground
force is massing in white tents, bustling
mess halls and training grounds with
shooting ranges, mock cities and Bradley
Fighting Vehicles.

At base camps there are gyms with
state-of-the-art cardiovascular machines,
movie theaters, fast-food restaurants set
up in trailers and PXs stocked with every-
thing from Coca Cola to DVDs to
Mideastern tobacco pipes. A chapel set up
in a tent at Camp Arifjan, the U.S. mili-
tary’s main logistics base south of Kuwait
City, has heat, air conditioning and a dig-
ital hymn player.

This week, command-and-control sys-
tems that would be used in any strike on
Iraq are being tested in a computer-gener-
ated exercise dubbed Lucky Warrior.

Kuwaiti police, U.S. Marines and an
armored vehicle mounted with an M60
machine gun escorted a convoy of 30
heavy trucks carrying bulldozers, fork-
lifts, graders and other engineering equip-
ment across the desert Saturday from
Kuwait’s main sea port to Camp Virginia,
a small base near the Iraqi border.

Soldiers in the convoy clutched their
M16 rifles and talked of their hopes and
anxieties surrounding a possible war.

Kuwait is grateful to the United States
for leading the coalition force that drove
Iraqi troops out of Kuwait in the 1991
Gulf War. It has welcomed allied troops

now despite an official stance opposing
war without U.N. approval. The United
States says it will attack if necessary, with
or without a new U.N. resolution.

The entire northern half of the emirate
has been declared off-limits to civilians,
to the annoyance of families who normal-
ly enjoy camping in those deserts at this
time of year.

Despite pervasive pro-U.S. sentiment
among Kuwaitis — a rarity in the Muslim
world — three serious attacks on
Americans here since October have killed
a U.S. Marine and an American civilian
contracted to the U.S. military. Shots have
been fired on U.S. convoys carrying

equipment and personnel.

“We’re in danger every day,” said 2nd
Lt. Sarah Groen, 23, of Haymarket, Va.,
who commanded Saturday’s convoy.

Inside the cab of one of the convoy’s
trucks, two sergeants asked an army chap-
lain how long they’d have to be away
from home.

“Wrap your mind around a year,” said
the chaplain, 37-year-old Capt. Craig
Johnson, of St. Louis, Mo. Even if a war
went quickly, he told the soldiers, there
would be many humanitarian operations
and other duties to be performed in a post-
war Iraq.

Blix again visits Iraq

United Nations chief weapons inspector Hans Blix, background, listens as
International Atomic Energy Agency head Mohamed El Baradei, right,
speaks at a news conference at the U.N. headquarters in Baghdad on
Sunday, following their meetings with Iraqgi officials.

Jerome Delay/Associated Press

Working with FBI: Pakistan struggles with questions

BY PAUL HAVEN

Associated Press Writer

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — American agents swoop
in on three Islamic schools in the capital, breaking down
doors, blindfolding a cook and peppering him with ques-
tions about alleged terror links, then disappear as quick-
ly as they came.

Reports of the operation last month sparked a new
wave of anger at the presence of FBI agents in Pakistan
and a vow by hard-line religious leaders to kick
American soldiers and agents out of the country.

But the raids never happened, U.S. Embassy and
Pakistani law enforcement officials insist.

“Whatever it was, we had nothing to do with it,” a
U.S. official told The Associated Press of the alleged Jan.
16 incident, speaking on condition of anonymity.

Brig. Javed Igbal Cheema, a senior Interior Ministry
official who is coordinating intelligence and security in
the campaign against terrorist groups, agreed.

“These raids simply never took place,” Cheema said.
“These people wanted to malign the government, so they
made these things up, but it is absolutely false. When we
raid someplace, we own up to it”

School officials, however, continue to insist they were
targeted by English-speaking agents whom they took to
be from the FBI, and it hasn’t been hard to convince most
Pakistanis. News of FBI involvement in high-profile
arrests has become commonplace here, adding to a per-
ception that the country is swarming with American
intelligence agents.

“Every white person in Pakistan is taken as an FBI
agent,” Cheema said. “It is just a perception, but there are
vested interests and quarters here that want to catch on to
the public sentiment to give the impression the FBI is on
a rampage. The ground reality is very different.”

The U.S. Embassy refuses to comment officially on
individual arrests and it turned down a request for access
to FBI officials in Pakistan. But it said the number of FBI
agents in Pakistan has fluctuated between just two and 12
since the Sept. 11 attacks in the United States.

Whatever the number, Pakistani police and intelli-
gence officials confirm that FBI agents have been
involved in nearly every important terror arrest in this
country of 145 million people since the war on terrorism

began. Pakistan’s government says it has handed over
more than 420 al-Qaida and Taliban suspects to
American custody.

But opposition to President Gen. Pervez Musharraf’s
support for the U.S.-led campaign has become a rallying
cry for resurgent Islamic hard-line groups, which rode a
strong anti-American platform to unprecedented success
in October elections. The religious coalition is urging the
expulsion of all U.S. personnel.

U.S. Navy ends last exercises in Vieques

BY SANDRA IVELISSE VILLERRAEL

Associated Press Writer

VIEQUES, Puerto Rico — The U.S. Navy has
concluded its last scheduled round of targeting exercis-
es on the Puerto Rican island of Vieques with a ship fir-
ing inert shells at the bombing range, the U.S. Navy said
Sunday.

The guided-missile cruiser USS Ticonderoga stopped
firing 5-inch shells at the island Saturday afternoon, said
Lt. Cmdr. Kim Dixon, a Navy spokeswoman. She said
Navy ships would continue training at sea.

“The training overall went very smoothly,” Dixon
said. “They accomplished all their missions.”

Meanwhile, a 100-vehicle caravan drove across civilian
areas of Vieques on Sunday to mark the end of training.

“The Navy is not leaving because it wants to, but
because the people have forced them out,” protest leader
Nilda Medina said.

The caravan passed about 30 pro-Navy demonstra-
tors holding U.S. flags, and the two sides briefly

exchanged insults. About 80 police officers were posted
in the area, and no violence was reported.

The Navy says it will withdraw from Vieques by May
1, turning over the island’s eastern third to the U.S.
Department of the Interior and moving training to loca-
tions in Florida and elsewhere on the U.S. mainland.

But some protesters have expressed skepticism that
the Navy will leave as planned. Activists say the bomb-
ing exercises, which began in 1947, have harmed the
environment and the health of the island’s 9,100 resi-
dents. The Navy denies the claims.

The training has been criticized by Puerto Rican lead-
ers since off-target bombs killed a civilian guard on the
firing range in 1999. Since then, the Navy has turned to
inert ammunition, while more than 1,000 protesters
have been arrested for trespassing on Navy lands.

Nineteen demonstrators were detained for trespass-
ing during the latest 27 days of training, while one man
was detained for cutting a Navy fence, Dixon said.
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In wake of scandals, USOC creates reform task force

BY NANCY ARMOUR
AP Sports Writer

CHICAGO — The U.S. Olympic
Committee is getting serious about clean-
ing up its mess.

After several months of scandals that
splintered the organization and took pub-
lic attention away from athletes, the
USOC’s executive committee announced
Sunday it has formed a task force to cre-
ate a blueprint for major reform.

The governance and ethics review task
force will examine virtually every part of
the USOC for ways to streamline the
organization and improve its operation. Its
recommendations are due before the
USOC’s April board meeting.

“The task force has a broad mandate
and a lot of work to do,” said Bill
Stapleton, who will chair the task force
with fellow vice president Frank
Marshall.

“We have a unique chance in the histo-
ry of our organization to create real
change that we have needed to make for a
very long time.”

And, frankly, the USOC doesn’t have
much choice. Congress has the authority
to revoke the USOC’s charter, and it has
very little patience with the group these
days. One senator, Ben Nighthorse
Campbell, even said chief executive offi-
cer Lloyd Ward should resign because of
his role in the recent scandals.

A second Congressional hearing is
scheduled for Thursday, and senators have
asked witnesses for suggestions on fixing
the USOC’s unwieldy operating structure.

“This gives us the opportunity to show
Congress we’re stepping up to the plate as
far as our own governance, and are will-
ing to take corrective action,” said Jim
McCarthy, a member of the USOC’s exec-
utive committee.

“We’ve had reports with these sugges-
tions before,” he added. “The advantage
now is we’re getting a big push.”

Political intrigue and power strug-
gles between volunteers and paid
staffers are nothing new to the USOC.
But the recent turmoil has been bad —
even by USOC standards.

Since Ward was accused in December

Gold on the slopes

Fabrice Coffrini/Associated Press/Keystone

Canadian Melanie Turgeon skis to the gold medal in the women’s downhill
at the Alpine Ski World Championships in St. Moritz, Switzerland, Sunday.
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of trying to steer Olympic business to his
brother’s company, five USOC members
have quit, president Marty Mankamyer
resigned and the organization’s leaders
have been called before Congress.

The group has now had three presi-
dents in the last 11 months, and three
CEOs since 2000.

“The USOC needs to take decisive
action to get our house in order,” interim
president Bill Martin said. ... The time for
action, change and improvement is now.”

Martin said he would name the rest of the
reform task force early this week. The group
will then focus on six areas: ethical behav-
ior; governance and organizational struc-
ture; maintenance of sensitive, confidential
and proprietary information; communica-
tions policies; openness, transparency and
disclosure; and fundraising efficiency.

The executive committee also asked
Anita DeFrantz, Rob Stull and Al Monaco
to finalize the selection process for a new
president. DeFrantz, the senior U.S. mem-
ber of the International Olympic
Committee, said she hopes that can be
done within two weeks.

One of the task force’s main focuses
will be on the USOC’s ethics process,
which has been under fire for the way
conflict-of-interest allegations against
Ward were handled. The executive com-
mittee gave Ward a mild reprimand Jan.
13, prompting five USOC members —
including ethics compliance officer Pat
Rodgers — to resign in protest.

The USOC’s compensation committee
ruled Ward had committed two ethical
violations, and he was stripped of his

$184,800 bonus Saturday.

“There are no specific recommenda-
tions yet, but we need to have an ethics
process that is in line with the best prac-
tices of Fortune 100 companies,”
Stapleton said. “T don’t think there’s any
model that won’t be reviewed or any idea
that won’t be considered.”

The size of the USOC’s board of direc-
tors will also be scrutinized. The board
currently has 123 members, and almost
everyone agrees it’s too big.

But where can it be trimmed? The
USOC’s executive committee officers
have to be on it, as do its past presidents.
The governing bodies of 45 sports have to
be represented, as do paralympians and
several community-based organizations.

Twenty percent of the board has to be
athletes or former athletes, too.

“In some form, we have to be a big
tent, and have to provide an opportunity
for all amateur organizations to have a
voice,” Martin said. “We don’t know how
we’re going to do it.”

But they’re determined to try.

“T don’t think you change the world over
the weekend. I think that it is a continuum,”
Ward said. “I think ultimately what blunts
any criticism is not what occurs in a meet-
ing, but what occurs in performance.

“The story will be written going for-
ward, and it won’t be one that has no his-
tory,” he added. “But I think it will be one
now where this weekend will create a lit-
tle bit of air cover and a little bit of a run-
way so that we can do some good, and I'm
excited about that.”
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Classifie

ds

$350 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.

Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business
opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative

Employment

For Sale

Furniture

Pets

Boats

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos Rent

Houses for Rent

Roomates

Commerical Lease

Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage

Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities

Yard Sales

Health and Beauty

Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
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Obituaries

CULVER CITY art studio for
rent. No live-ins or musicians.
Daily shoot space available.
(310)614-5592.

Employment

ASSISTANT Managers team
needed for senior apartment
building. Best pay & benefits.
Fax resume to (310)451-1628.

LEASING AGENT wanted to
lease renovated units in Santa
Monica. Weekends only! Great
pay. Call (310)434-9964 or fax
resume to (310)434-1252.

MANAGER WANTED
Vintage Clothing Store in To-
panga. Must be reliable, re-
sponsible, organized, enthusi-
astic & self-motivated.  Full
time. Good pay. Contact Mari-
na at Hidden Treasures
(310)455-2998

NEW HAIR Salon: 2 mancu-
rists, 2 hair dressers. Also, 2
sttions for rent. MDR area.
(310)390-9624

PART TIME counter help want-
ed for Santa Monica small busi-
ness. (310)451-9785

PART-TIME PRESCHOOL
teacher wanted! Competitive
wages, 15 units (3 in adminis-
tration/supervision) or more in
ECD, 2 to 4 years experience,
CPR certified, FBI fingerprint
clearance, valid California driv-
er's license. Call (323)930-1322
or fax resume to (323)930-
2045.

RECEPTIONIST FOR busy Tel-
ecom office.  Phone/clerical,
general office. Must be organ-
ized and detail oriented. PC
skills required. Available Mon-
Fri, 9am-6pm. Lily (310)253-
9000.

SALES-INSIDE Bankcard serv-
ice provider. Looking for self-
starter, leads provided. Part-
Full-time. (310)980-7253 BJ

SURFER DUDES ONLY! Pho-
tos by Deej seeks exhibitionist
surfers over 21 to photograph at
the beach. (310)676-9921.

THE DAILY Press is seeking a
full time circulation manager.
The position requires early
hours (2am to 7am), six days
per week. Candidate must be
motivated, efficient and possess
a desire to win. Must have relia-
ble transportation and clean
driving record. Long term posi-
tion, aggressive pay. Fax re-
sume and cover letter to 310-
576-9913, or call 310-458-7737
x 104,

aby Stuff

"SNUGGLE NEST" For safe co-
sleeping. Opened and washed,
but never used. $25 (original
price is $50 to $60) Contact Ni-
na at (310)395-7321.

7 PIECE Bedroom Set.
brand new! Wood sleigh bed,
mattress set, nightstand, and
more. Moving and must sell!
List $2500. Giveaway $795.
(310)350-3814.

BEDROOM FURNITURE: Full
size dresser with large mirror,
two bedside tables. Old, but
good condition, $75. Contact
Nina at (310)395-7321.

CHERRY SLEIGH Bed. Solid
wood. Still in box. List $795.
Sacrafice $295. (310)350-3814

ITALIAN LEATHER Sofa &
LoveseatBrand new, still in
crate from designer home
show. List $3000. Sacrifice
$995. Must sell! Will deliver!
(310)350-3814.

KING DOUBLE Pillowtop Ma-
tress Set. Brand new, brand
name. Must sell! List $895. Sac-
rafice $295. (310)350-3814

QUEEN DOUBLE Pillowtop
Matress Set. Plush, name
brand, still in plastic. Warranty.
Was $595. Sacrafice $175.
(310)350-3814.

QUEEN ORTHO Matress Set.
New, still in plastic w/warranty.
Must sell. $125 (310)350-3814.

CASH FOR ANTIQUES,
COLLECTIBLES, ESTATE
JEWELRY, DISHES, PHO-

TOS, X-MAS DECORA-
TIONS. 40YRS. OR OLD-
ER BUYING ESTATES OR

E ITEM.
(310)393-1111

CLASSIC & SPORTS Cars.
American, English or European.
Running or not. Cash paid.

Sportscar LA (310)398-2198

[ Forkent

MONTANA: DISCOVERY  Ski
Mt./Georgetown Lake. Large 4
Bedroom house. Great views.
Ski, snowmobile, ice fish, snow
shoe. $1200 a week (310)899-
3777.

BEVERLY HILLS ADJ.

$1550.00 Vintage 2 story
1920's duplex. Master Bed-
room, entertainment center,

2bdrm/lba, living room, eat-in
kitchen, bright, Mexican tile,
faux fireplace, lots of architec-
tural detail, hardwood floors.
Permit street parking.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

MAR  VISTA $1995.00
3bdrm/2ba. Ground level, patio,
stove, dishwasher, new carpet,
spacious, 3 pkg. spaces
(310)534-3543x107.

BEVERLY HILLS
$1175.00 Close to malls. On
Sweetzer. Bright 2bdrm/lba,
laundry, parking, d/w, stove,
water & trash included newly
finished hardwood, fresh paint,
small pet OK.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

CULVER CITY $650.00 Quiet,
single, remodeled building,
pool, landscape, balcony, car-
pets. Convenient to shopping,
premises, dishwasher, fire-
place, refrigerator, stove.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthumerz.com
(310)276-4663

BEVERLYWOOD ADJACENT
$525.00 Bachelor in quaint
smaller building. Fresh paint
and carpet. 1 year Lease, no
pets. (310)396-4443 ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

BRENTWOOD $1250.00 Tradi-
tional 2bdrm/1ba. Upper, newer
carpet, fridge, stove, laundry &
parking. No pets.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BRENTWOOD $750.00 Charm-
ing upper unit, hardwood floors,
laundry on premises. Unit has
formal kitchen, carpets, large
closets, fridge, stove. Will con-
sider pets.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BRENTWOOD ADJ. $1650.00
Gorgeous  2bdrm/2ba. A/C,
Alarm, D/W, fireplace., hard-
wood, high ceilings, microwave,
fridge, stove, controlled access,
walk in closets, pet ok, Roman
tub.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmemhunterz.com
(310)276-4663

CONTEMPORARY  $1550.00
2bdrm/2.5ba 2-story townhouse
w/fireplace, balcony, high ceil-
ings, gated entry, 2 car gated
parking. Fireplace, stove, dish-
washer, laundry facilities, 1 year
lease, no pets. (310)396-4443
ext. 102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

MDR ADJ $1,850.00
3bdrm/1.5ba duplex, hardwood
floors, fireplace, parking. Days
(818)708-9903 / Eve-Weekend
(818)509-9813.

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Compa-
ny. 2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa
Monica, CA 90403.

GLENDALE $825.00 Remod-
eled 2bdrm/2ba near the Glen-
dale Galleria. Complete renova-
tion, air conditioning, carpets,
stove, swimming pool.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

HOLLYWOOD Starting @
$1025.00 to $1050.00 Con-
temporary lbdrm/lba. Pet ok,
living room, new carpet & paint.
Jacuzzi, gated underground
parking Upper & lower units
available, only some have fire-
places!

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthumerz.com
(310)276-4663

HOLLYWOOD Starting @
$1275.00 - $1350.00. Contem-
porary 2bdrm/2ba, pet ok, living
room, new carpet & paint, ja-
cuzzi, gated underground park-
ing. Upper and lower units
available, only some have fire-
places!

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthumerz.com
(310)276-4663

LOS FELIZ $1075.00 2+2,
Courtyard sundeck, backyard
w/lots of trees, exclusive profes-
sional building, A/C, carpets,
D/W, fridge, stove, sauna, no
eviction, bad credit OK.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthumerz.com
(310)276-4663

MALIBU BEAUTIFUL ocean
view. 1 bedroom condo. Pool,
tennis, fireplace. Steps to sand.
$2650 (310)396-3377.

MARINA DEL REY: $1695.00
Marina City Club. 1bdrm, fabu-
lous views, must see! All ameni-
ties. (310)546-7043

MARINA PENINSULA
$2,595.00 Very large and sun-
ny. 2bdrm/2ba with huge loft,
high ceilings, roof top patio and
balcony. Unit overlooks the
Grand Canal and the Silver
Strand. 2 car parking. 1 year
lease, no pets. (310)396-4443
ext. 102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

MDR ADJACENT $1395 2+2,
gated building with gated, sub-
terranean parking, AC, newer
building w/ courtyard area, quiet
neighborhood, laundry room,
parking, 1 year lease, no pets.
(310)578-9729

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

MDR: STEPS to the sand!
3bdrm/2ba, 2 car garage, quiet
walk-street. 36 Anchorage St.
Open House, Sat. 9:30 to 2:30.
$2800 (310)613-0159

MID-WILSHIRE $675.00 New-
er 1lbdrm/lba, new carpet,
blinds, freshly painted & clean,
gated parking, laundry facilities
on premises, balcony, stove,
gated entrance, controlled ac-
cess.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

MID-WILSHIRE $675.00
Charming, 1bdrm/1ba. Laundry
facilities on premises. Gas
range, hardwood, garbage dis-
posal, stove, cable television.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

N. HOLLYWOOD $985.00
2bdrm/lba, new carpet, new
appliances, all new, gated park-
ing, A/C, balcony, stove, large
closets, pool, no pets, walk to
shops.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

NEW STUDIO Apartments
available from $1295.00 to
$1355.00. Six blocks from the
beach. Three blocks from Third
St. Promenade area! (310)656-
0311. www.breezesuites.com

PALMS  $925.00 2bdrm/2ba
Upper unit, beautiful tree lined
street, quiet building, mint con-
dition, light, carpet, covered
parking.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

PASADENA $700.00 Tranquil
1lbdrm/lba, new carpet and
kitchen flooring, laundry facili-
ties on premises, air condition-
ing, balcony, carpets, refrig.,
stove.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthumerz.com
(310)276-4663

PASADENA $725.00 Spacious
1bdrm/lba, beamed ceilings,
very private, hardwood floors,
large closets, upper unit, air
conditioning.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthumerz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA $875.00
Triplex, 1+1, cozy, yrd, good
loc, month to month.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SANTA  MONICA $1250.00-
$1275.00 1bdrm, brand new
building, all appliances, parking.
1347 23rd St. (310)899-9917.

SANTA MONICA $950.00
1+1, r/s, Indry, quiet, prkng, util
incld.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SANTA MONICA $1550.00 N.
of Wilshire. Contemporary, spa-
cious, 2bdrm/2ba, stove, dish-
washer, parking, pet OK, W/D
in unit, mini-blinds, fridge.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthumerz.com
(310)276-4663
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SANTA MONICA $650.00
Bachelor, pet ok, Indry, fridge,
util. incld.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SANTA MONICA $650.00 Im-
maculate Unit, new carpet, orig-
inal ceramic tile in kitchen and
bath separate kitchen, laundry,
facility, refrigerator, stove, street
parking pets OK.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA $725.00
Bachelor, Indry, quiet, fridge,
prkng, month to month, util
incld.
(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SANTA MONICA $900.00
1+1, r/s, Indry, prkng, close to
SMC.
(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SANTA MONICA $900.00
Guest House, 1+1, patio, quiet,
yrd, month to month.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SM 2BDRM/1.5BA  $2150.00
Prkg, wood flrs, newly remod-
eled, french doors, no pets.
(310)261-8989

SM 2BDRM/1.5BA  $2200.00
2 story, wood floors, newly re-
modeled, french doors, prkng,
no pets. (310)261-8989

SM$1,150 1bdrm/1ba,
utilities/parking/refrig,  laundry,
included. Walk to beach and

Main St. Call manager
(310)399-0748  or  Russell
(310)567-6108.

STUDIO CITY $1000.00

lbdrm/lba New w/d in each
unit, new bbg and sun patio w/
fountain, central air & heat, mir-
rored wardrobe doors.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthumerz.com
(310)276-4663

STUDIO CITY $850.00 Con-
temporary lower 1bdrm/lba cat
ok, D/W, gorgeous building,
gated parking, patio, A/C, tiled
kitchen, new linoleum bath.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA $950.00
Cottage, 1+1, hrdwd flrs, yrd,
grdn, prkng.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SANTA MONICA $950.00
Guest House, studio, r/s, Indry,
quiet, yrd, gas incld.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SANTA MONICA $995.00
1+1, pet ok, r/s, pool, Indry,
prkng.
(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SANTA MONICA 950 4th St. &

Washington.  Spacious, fully

renovated, contemporary 1

bdrm/1ba. Fitness center & club

room, pet ok. Available immedi-

ately $1950 to $2200. (310)434-
64

SANTA MONICA Hotel
$250.00/wk Prvt rm, pet ok,
gated, laundry, prkng, local
calls, utils & cable incld.

VALLEY VILLAGE $750.00
1bdrm/lba, super quiet bldg,
BBQ, vertical blinds, new carpet
very clean, parking laundry, gat-
ed entrance, stove, swimming
pool.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

VENICE $1045.00 1bdrm/lba
w/hardwood floors, private bal-
cony, skylight, stove, diw.
Close to Abbot Kinney, parking
available. 1 year lease, no pets.
(310)396-4443 X102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE $995.00 2bdrm/lba
Bright & airy. Quiet upper unit
w/new carpet and paint. 2 car
parking off street. Close to
beach/shops/restaurants. 1
year lease, no pets. (310)396-
4443 ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

SANTA MONICA Lovely, bright
apt. 2bdrm/2ba, 1050 sq. ft. 5
blocks to beach & Promenade.
New interior, private patio & bal-
cony. $1750.00 (310)456-6789

SM  $1350/$1450 1bdrm/lba,
hardwood/carpet, utilities/park-
ing/refrig  included. Balcony,
ocean view, walk to beach/Main
St. Call manager (310)392-
0760 or Russell (310)567-6108.

VENICE BEACH
$1125.00Large 1bdrm/1ba
apartments. Upper unit in large
courtyard w/swimming pool, 4
blocks to beach. Gated private

parking, laundry room, quiet
neighborhood.  (310)396-4443
ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

SM $2,400.00 Townhouse Con-
do in condominium complex
with beautifully kept grounds.
3bdrm/2.5ba. New carpet &
paint. Very large unit w/private
patio, private entry, gated sub-
terranean parking, fireplace,
dishwasher, stove and storage
room. 1 year lease, no pets.
(310)396-4443 ext. 102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $2,400.00
Residential loft, completely ren-
ovated. 1bdrm/2ba, oak wood
floors, high ceilings, rooftop pa-
tio, balcony, 2 car parking, lots
of windows, lots of storage.
Great looking unit. 1 year lease,
no pets. (310)396-4443 x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $2,695.00
Craftsman house, 2bdrm/1.5ba
with 3 car parking. Hardwood
floors and tile w/large deck. 1/2
block from beach. 1 year lease,
no pets (310)396-4443 ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $795 to $825
Cozy 1bdrm in Tudor style
building on a walk street. Great
location 1/2 block to beach. 1
year lease, no pets. (310)396-
4443.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $850.00
Large single 1 block from the
beach. New carpet and paint,
bright and airy. 1 year lease,
no pets. (310) 396-4443 x102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $850.00 Sin-
gle w/lots of charm and original
hardwood floors. 1 block from
the beach. Close to shopping
and restaurants. 1 year lease,
no pets, paid parking available.
(310)396-4443 ext.102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $995.00 Sin-
gle w/ ocean view in historic
brick building on the beach. Ex-
posed brick walls. Lots of win-
dows and light. Recently re-
modeled w/ new paint and car-
pet. 1 year lease, no pets.
(310)450-1934

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH  Bachelor
$595.00 1/2 block to the beach.
Utilities paid. 1 year lease, no
pets. (310)401-0027.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH Single $1000
Totally remodeled w/hardwood
floors and tile. New everything,
must see to appreciate. 1/2
block to beach and close to
Main St. Parking included, 1
year lease, no pets. (310)396-
4443 ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE DUPLEX $1495
1bdrm/1.5ba upper w/courtyard
views, 2 car parking, W/D hook-
ups, hardwood floors and lots of
charm. 1 year lease, no pets.
(310)396-4443 ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE/SM $895.00 Large cor-
ner studio, secure building,
parking, pool. 235 Main St. Se-
nior citizen 62+ only. (310)261-
2093.

W. HOLLYWOOD  $1450.00
Townhouse 2bdrm/1.5ba. Front
unit, new paint, new blinds, lots
of kitchen cabinets. Off street
parking, laundry facilities on
premises, dishwasher, hard-
wood floors, refrigerator, stove.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

$750.00 Character,
gas stove, fridge, carport, laun-
dry, secure entry, new carpet
new linoleum floors. Close to
the Grove.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

WeHo $795.00  Spanish
1bdrm/1ba, high ceilings, stove,
fridge, crown moldings, wic, cat,
carpet.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

WeHo $750.00 Classic New
York style brick building hard-
wood floors, pet ok, stove, ceil-
ing fan, crown molding. Close to
shops and restaurants. Parking
available.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

WEST HOLLYWOOD $795.00
Great 1bdrm/lba, patio, 2 units
available, patio, hardwood
floors, stove, fridge, Spanish
style.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

Furnished Apts/Condos

SANTA MONICA $795.00
Lower Unit, Part. Furn., safe
neighborhood, bright, full kitch-
en, off of Wilshire Blvd., utils.
inc., amenities include Street
parking, Indry facilities, crpts,
furnished, refrig., stv, storage.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

Apartment Swap

SANTA MONICA Long term
swap. My NYC 1bdrm luxury.
Doorman, upper East Side
apartment. 21st floor w/river
view. 5 blocks from Central
Park, near Bloomingdales. Val-
ue $2500/mo for your 2bdrm
apt./ house. Secure professio-
nal couple seeks unfurnished.
Swap 1-2 years. Begin March
03. (646)207-6600

Houses For Rent

CHARMING 2BDRM/1BA
House on the border of Venice
and SM, seven blocks from
beach! Clean, ready, hardwood
flrs, tile bathroom, new stove
and washer. $1825.00

Day phone (310)370-8044
Eve.(310)376-2738.

YOUR AD
HERE

ADVERTISE!!!

Santa Monica Daily
Press Classifieds

310.458.7737
Ask for Mitch

VENICE CANALS House
$2,950 3bdrm/2ba, 2 car ga-
rage, canal front patios and
views, fireplace. Great location!
Repainted inside and out, new
carpet downstairs, new wood
trim, new garage door, new
deck, new windows. 1 year
lease. No pets. (310)396-4443
ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

Roommates

S.M. SHARE 2bdrm furnished
apt., all utilities paid including
cable. 9th & Wilshire. Male only.
$675.00 (310)394-1050.

Commercial Lease

ABBOT KINNEY Design Offi-
ces, 1,2,3,4 decks, views, kitch-
ens. 500-10,000sq./ft. 2 blocks
from beach. Call for pricing.
(310)399-9371

CONFERENCE ROOM: Availa-
ble for weekly, daytime meet-
ings or individual dates. Close
to freeways, W. LA. Seats 60.
Attractive, windowed, AC
space. Affordable, comfortable.
Chairs, tables. Large white
boards. Video/Audio equipment.
Available (310)820-6322.

LARGE CORNER OFFICE
wi/great views in executive suite
at 6th & Broadway, SM. Tele-
phone, reception, conference
room and kitchen provided.
$1,100. Call (310)576-1090.

OFFICE AVAILABLE in 5 office
suite. 1121 4th St., SM. Law/Li-
brary, (West), reception, copier,
fax. $825/mo. with secretary
desk. Marcia, Agt. (310)394-
4492,

Vehicles for sale

1994 Ford Escort LX Compact
Station Wagon - 106,000 miles,
CD player, good condition,
$2,200. Contact Nina at
(310)395-7321.

1998  MITSUBISHI
Eclipse  convertible.

Spyder
White

w/black top. 56,000 miles. 5-
speed, manual. In great condi-
tion. $11,000 for quick sale.
(310)614-1430.

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Non-sexual.
Introductory ~ specials  from
$45.00/1hr. Lynda,

In/out.
L.M.T. (310)749-0621

ERIC: CERTIFIED Massage
Therapist. (310)877-3412

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong
and tender relaxing bodywork
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

ITALIAN MALE
Therapeutic/Sensual CMT
90/min, wi/table, late night,

infout. (213)303-8773

PSYCHIC SURGERY: Very re-
laxing & therapeutic. Full body
energy work. Certified Reiki
master. Open shakras & per-
forms psychic surgery. House
calls only. REV. G (818)943-
9869

RELAX! Swedish massage by
Tyler. Soothe the mind body
and spirit. 1 1/2 hour new cus-
tomer special, $35! Gift certifi-
cates: (4) for $140, (6) for $210
now through Valentines Day.
(310)699-1568.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with a ther-
apeutic  Swedish/Deep-tissue
massage. Laura (310)394-2923
(310)569-0883.

STRETCH-U-OUT  SENSUAL
full body massage by athletic
male. In/Out Eric (310)815-
1222

STRONG & SOOTHING profes-
sional & therapeutic bodywork.
Intro:  $35/90min.  Will also
trade massage. Paul:
(310)741-1901.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE,
Swedish, Accupressure,
Deep-tissue, Sports Mas-
sage, Reflexology. For apt
call Tracy at (310)435-0657.

Announcements

ASSISTANCE LEAGUE OF
SANTA MONICA
Visit our bargain bazaar at 1453
15th St. Very reasonable prices.
(310)395-2338

"l SOLD it one day! When | put
my futon for sale in the Daily
Press, it took me one day to sell
it...thanks!"
ta Monica.

Services

Nina Stewart, San-

EAST COAST
SPECIALISTS
FULL SERVICE MOVERS
LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE &
STORAGE SINCE 1978

800-489-0495
SAVE MONEY WITH US

Gen. Contractor
Electrical ® Plumbing
Carpentry e Metal Work
Wrought Iron * Fences &
Decks e Painting & Staining
Space Management
Organizing storage areas
& garages
Lic.#813504, Bonded

(310) 930-6711
www.billybriggs.net
“40 years serving WLA”
BEST MOVERS
No job too small
2 men, $50 per hour. Fully insured
We make it EZ. Free prep. & boxes.

Discount for handicap & seniors.
Since 1975 Lic. T-163844

*30° OFF with this ad

(323) 263-2378 or (800) 2GO-BEST

HARDWOGD FLOORS
Installation » Strip « Plank
Parket « Custom In-Lay
Sanding & Refinishing
Staining * Custom Color
Destressing « Wire Brushing

Lic #717-512

818-717-0750

IRS-PROOF TAX Returns!!
Returns prepared by experi-
enced tax attorney.
Jake@largerlaw.com or call
Jake Larger (310)471-8773

SEX THERAPY Enhance de-
sire, intimacy, passion and
sensual pleasure. Surro-
gates & Training available.
AASECT Cert. Bryce Britton,
MS (310)450-5553
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Services Services Services Business Services

PSYCHIC DAVE - Future for-

Tree Trimming « Topping & Removal casting in love and _money.
Concrete Mosaic Patios & Walkways D?xe was a regular on BeVOFLEI{
Seed + Sod + Maintenance ‘(’2123) 6 :LJOa-g:Leesl Van  Praag
Planting & Brush Clearance psychicdave@aol.com.
310-384-9410
Insured 951714

(actual photo)

MajEStic
7004 Flooms

’ PRIVATE TUTOR: Ten years VOCAL TRAINING  Build, DOCUMENT NOTARIZATIONS
Al's LAancAP G experience in science, math strengthen, learn support and  Affidavits, contracts, jurats,
Low and english. Excellent referen-  control. Sing and love it. Pat  computer typing. Mobile notary

A ces. PhD Call John (310)314-  (310) 392-5080 public. Your business/home.
Maintenance 3370. Call (310)207-3366
Designs

WHY PAY MORE?

Income Tax Service/Full Accounting

Ilana Roman
PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

310.230.8826

I.Roman Income Tax

HOW can you get the power
of email working for your
business?

Great Big Noise
www.greatbignoise.com

Computer Services

finance and tax
experience.

* Specializng in

preforming arts COMPUTER HELP: Your home
« Free Consultation or office. Tutoring Microsoft
Word, Excel, Internet naviga-

tion. Please call (310)207-3366.

FREE COMPUTER ADVICE
Mac, PC, Networking, and Inter-

¢ Installation

net. Please call Eleu (310)871-

® Refinishing
® Repairs
Quality Work at a Great Price
Insured & Licensed

p ing,
Training « Massage

(310) 701-7371

818-981-4049

'( WILLIAM JONES Handyman.
Carpet cleaning, minor plumb-
broken windows,
doors, painting, stucco patch.
(310)387-4834.

1820.

hang PC PARAMEDIC

Computer & Networking Serv-
ices. Home/Small Business.
Weekdays & Weekends.

TURN FINE Art, collectibles,
movie swag, and junk into cash.
E-bay sales and tutoring.
(310)780-7262.

PIANO LESSONS: HOUSE
CALLS AVAILABLE Pro per-
former, composer with 20+
years of exp. Sightreading, im-
prov, accompanying. All styles,
ages, levels. (310)452-2459 or
jeannie.com.

TUTOR FOR HIRE:
K-5, Special Education, Brain
Gym Techniques. Please call
Andrea (310)450-0166

Grades  (310)576-7519.

Classified Advertising

Conditions
day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word
per day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve
consecutive days.
words caps no charge. Bold words, italics,
centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call
for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first
day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue
credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of
publication except for Monday’s paper
when the deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m.
PAYMENT: All private party ads must be
pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards,
and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE:
To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5
p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-
7737; send a check or money order with ad
copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O.
Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop
in at our office located at 1427 Third Street
Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For
information about the professional servic-
es directory or classified display ads, please
call our office at (310)458-7737.

:REGULAR RATE: s2.50 a

PREMIUMS: First two

WE ARE THE CLASSIEST GIG IN TOWN!

SANTA MONICA SCENE °CALENDAR EDITION
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2003

Artful Science: The Social-Cultural Relationship Between Built
and Natural Environments. Sam Francis Gallery at Crossroads
School in Santa Monica presents an exhibition of drawings,
paintings, photographs, and sculpture. Mon-Fri, 10am to 4pm
through February 14. 1714 Twenty-First St., 2nd Floor, Peter
Boxenbaum Arts Building. For more information please call
(310)829-7391 ext. 425.

Toddler Time, 10 a.m. Barnes & Noble at the Promenade and
Wilshire. (310)260-9110.

Santa Monica Strutters, a FREE program sponsored by UCLA
Healthcare's 50-Plus Program! Walking programs for adults 50
or older looking for safe, low-impact exercise in a comfortable
environment. The Santa Monica Strutters meet Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays, from 8 a.m. To 10 a.m., at Santa
Monica Place, Fourth St. and Broadway Ave. in Santa Monica.
Senior Suppers - Discounted meals for people AGE 55 or older
are served daily, from 3:30 p.m. To 7 p.m., in the cafeteria at
Santa Monica-UCLA Medical Center, 1250 16th Street in
Santa Monica. $3.69 Info only: (310)319-4837.

Unurban Coffee House presents Hot Topics Night hosted by
Ali every Monday evening. Signup is at 8pm. Open panel dis-
cussion and open forum. 3301 Pico Blvd. (310)315-0056

Calendar items are printed free of charge as a service to our readers. Please submit your items to todayspaper@smdp.com for consideration. Calendar events are limited by space, and will be run at the discretion of the Calendar Editor.

Ongoing support groups for people 55 and older. Current
openings in, So, What Are You Going to Do With the Rest of
your Life? Tuesdays, 10:00 to 11:30am. Center for Healthy
Aging, 2125 Arizona Avenue. Sliding scale fee. Not drop-in
groups. Phone interview required. Call Information and
Referral. (310)576-2550.

Crossroads Schools in Santa Monica invites local musicians
(grades 3-7) to join orchestra rehearsals. Rehearsals are ongoing
and are held each Tuesday of the school year, from 3:15 to 4:15.
Students may join at anytime. Cost is free, students must bring
their own instruments. 1714 21st Street, SM. For more infor-
mation please call (310)829-7391

Santa Monica College Emeritus College Band invites adult
musicians who play a band instrument to join the band.
Rehearsals are held each Tuesday evening in the Band room at
Lincoln Middle School, 14th and California Streets from 7pm
to 9:15pm, Concerts are given during the year. For more infor-
mation call (310)474-5271.

Senior Suppers - Discounted meals for people AGE 55 or older
are served daily, from 3:30 p.m. To 7 p.m., in the cafeteria at
Santa Monica-UCLA Medical Center, 1250 16th Street in
Santa Monica. $3.69 Info only: (310)319-4837.

MOVIE °“GUIDE

LOEWS CINIPLEX BROADWAY CINEMA
1441 Third St. at Broadway

About Schmidt (R) 1

Boyz (PG-13) 2:00,

Hours (PG-13) 1

®) 1 00

MANN CRITERION
1313 Third St.
Adaptation (R) 12:30,
Recruit (PG-13) 11:
Confessions of a D
0. G:

5. The
15, 10:00.

gs of New York (R) 1
Natmnal Seturm (PG 13)

AMC THEATRE SM 7
1310 3rd Street

Just Married (PG-13) 2:00,
The Lord of the Rin,

13) 1

13) 1:30. 4 25 . Chicago (PG—I?)
: th H()ur ®) 5

00 J ack (PG) A

LANDMARK NU-WILSHIRE
1314 Wilshire Blvd.
Nicholas Nickleby (PG)
Pianist (R) 12:3

4:00, 10:30. The

LAEMMLE MONICA

City of God (R) 1:00, 4
Heaven (PG-13) 1:30,

AERO THEATER

1328 Montana Ave.

My Big Fat Greek Wedding (PG) 5:
9:30.
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End nears for unmanned explorer, Jupiter-orbiting Galileo

BY ANDREW BRIDGES
AP Science Writer

PASADENA — As NASA temporar-
ily grounds its shuttle fleet following the
Columbia disaster, an unmanned space-
craft that has been exploring the solar sys-
tem for 14 years is nearing the end of its
mission — and still revealing the secrets
of a planet hundreds of millions of miles
from Earth.

It took the Galileo probe five years to
reach Jupiter. It photographed asteroids,
and the stormy red spot, and then turned
its cameras on the giant planet’s moons,
each a world in its own right.

The photos and measurements sent back
to Earth have provided tantalizing clues
suggesting three of those moons —
Callisto, Europa and Ganymede — have
liquid oceans, an idea that has fueled the
imagination of scientists who speculate the
salty water could harbor extraterrestrial life.

The probe also caught Io, the most vol-
canically active body in the solar system,
in the act as it belched lava and plumes of
dust mixed with gas.

Like many extended journeys,
Galileo’s will end soon with countless
miles traveled, its fair share of break-
downs and album after album stuffed with

snapshots.
At the end of this month, mission oper-
ations at NASA’s Jet Propulsion

Laboratory for the craft conclude. After
that, scientists will check on it once a
month until September, when it is direct-
ed to crash into Jupiter.

Galileo could be allowed to simply
remain in orbit, but scientists feared it
might collide with Europa and contami-
nate that body with microbes from Earth,
possibly damaging its environment.

The $1.5 billion mission met 70 per-
cent of its science objectives and made a
number of serendipitous discoveries along
the way — despite a range of problems.

“There was always something to fix. It
kept me busy,” said engineer Greg Levanas,
Galileo’s full-time troubleshooter.

The biggest challenge was the failure
of its umbrella-like main antenna, which
did not unfurl as planned two years after
launch. That forced NASA to rely on a
smaller antenna, severely squeezing the
amount of data Galileo could beam back.
The spacecraft still relayed a wealth of
data about the planet and moons previous-
ly imaged in the 1970s by Pioneer 10 and
11 and Voyager 1 and 2.

Galileo also was battered by the intense
radiation found close to Jupiter.

The spacecraft — itself powered by
radioactive plutonium — withstood four
times the cumulative dose of harmful
radiation it was designed to take. But the
bombardment took its toll, causing techni-
cal hiccups and occasional losses of data.

In December, it zapped the spacecraft’s
reel-to-reel tape recorder, though engi-
neers were able to fix it.

From the beginning, it seemed the mis-
sion was constantly overcoming adversity.

Congress first approved the project in
1977, but it took another dozen years to
get the spacecraft — named for Galileo
Galilei, who discovered Jupiter’s four
largest moons in 1610 — to the launch
pad. It was waylaid in part by the 1986
Challenger disaster that grounded
NASA’s space shuttle fleet.

In 1989, the more than 20-foot space-
craft finally blasted into space aboard
shuttle Atlantis and began its 2.3 billion-
mile trip.

Along the way, it took the first close-up
images of an asteroid. It topped the feat
two years later when it spied a tiny moon
in orbit around another space rock, anoth-
er first.

As Galileo approached Jupiter in 1994,
it used its unique vantage point to photo-
graph fragments of the comet Shoemaker-
Levy 9 as they smashed into the atmos-
phere, producing brilliant flashes of light
on the planet’s far side that would have
otherwise remained unseen.

Close to Jupiter, Galileo released a
probe that hit the planet’s atmosphere at
more than 106,000 mph. The probe
worked for nearly an hour, transmitting
data about the planet’s chemical composi-

tion, winds, clouds and natural radiation
environment.

At its height, 300 people worked on the
mission at JPL. Now just two dozen do.
The end is slated for Sept. 21, when
Galileo is expected to plunge into
Jupiter’s stormy atmosphere after com-
pleting its 35th loop around the planet.

NASA recently announced plans for
the Jupiter Icy Moons Orbiter, a nuclear
spacecraft that would further reconnoiter
Callisto, Europa and Ganymede. It won’t
launch before 2011 but should pave the
way for the further robotic exploration of
the Jupiter system, NASA said.

The only other spacecraft in the neigh-
borhood of Jupiter is Cassini, on track
should arrive at Saturn next year.

Given the risks of human spaceflight,
made clear by the Columbia disaster,
planetary exploration will remain the
province of such robot explorers for
decades to come, experts said.

Other than Mars, the rest of the solar
system is too distant or too inhospitable
for astronauts to explore.

“It’s a big, tall order,” said Louis
Friedman, executive director of The
Planetary Society, a space exploration
advocacy group. “I would say it’s not on
the horizon.”

DID YOU KNOW?: According to the US Weather Service, their one

day forecasts are accurate more than 75% of the time. They send out
2 million forecasts a year.

BUSINESS CLASS SER.
S

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO
KNOW ABOUT IMPORTING

IMPORT ESSENTIALS

Offered in conjunction with the CITD,
this one day class will help you get
your import business off the ground!

Tuesday, February 11th
9 a.m.-
$65.00

4 p.m.

SB

3233-C Donald Douglas Loop South
Santa Monica, CA 90405

Call for reservations

DC

310.398.8883
www.vedc.org

Visit the Santa Monica website or stop by our
visitor center in Santa Monica Place, suite 203
next to Robinsons May, for a list of special offers.

Shop Santa Monica for your Valentine!

L/Smezra Monica Convention & Visitors Bureau
(310)393-7593
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