
On notice: City Hall
assists the activists
BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITYWIDE — Mailers calling
on Santa Monicans to become
more active in their respective
neighborhoods isn’t just junk
mail, despite the generic “resi-
dent” greeting.

So say local neighborhood
leaders, who are concerned
their outreach efforts may not
have had the intended impact.

The purpose of the mailers
is to build membership for the

By staff and wire reports

MALIBU — Firefighters battling
blazes that have burned more than
7,200 acres of rugged Southern
California landscape were wary of
flare-ups on Wednesday amid
Santa Ana winds and rising tem-
peratures.

“I’m very concerned. If the
winds pick up, it could spread to
the ocean,” said Malibu Mayor
Andy Stern, as about 200 firefight-

BY KEVIN HERRERA
Daily Press Staff Writer

SAMOHI — Parents are outraged
over what they feel was a weak
response by school officials to a
rise in tensions here after racist
graffiti was spotted last week in at
least two locations on campus.

During a Parent-Teacher-
Student Association (PTSA) meet-
ing on Tuesday in the Santa
Monica High School cafeteria,
mothers of African-American stu-
dents said school officials and dis-
trict administrators have avoided
their calls for action and seem to
“be running from the issue,” said
Lori Williams, a concerned parent
and alumna of the school.

The vandalism, which authori-
ties believe was committed late
last Thursday or early Friday,
included the “N”-word spray-
painted several times, along with
expletives and violent threats. 

“It read n----r killers. N----rs
die. F--k n----rs. It was just dis-
gusting, particularly during Black
History Month,” Williams said.

Samohi principal Ilene Straus
said she followed district policy
regarding graffiti. She notified
police, and is conducting media-
tion and counseling sessions with
students to discuss the graffiti, its

impact and what can be done to
foster better relations between dif-
ferent ethnic groups on campus. 

EMOTIONS RUN HIGH
The sessions were created fol-

lowing an April 15, 2005 brawl
involving dozens of Latino and
African-American students. Since
then, six community outreach
members have been hired and the
administration has partnered with
the Anti-Defamation League to
promote unity throughout the dis-
trict, school officials said.

“This touched all of us in a very
emotional way … bringing up a lot
of anger and frustration,” Straus
said to parents regarding the graf-

“What we call progress is
the exchange of one nuisance for

another nuisance.”

HAVELOCK ELLIS
ENGLISH PSYCHOLOGIST (1859-1939)

In January, a parrot named Greeny
inherited a half-million-dollar property
in Boulder County, Colo., through an
elaborate trust fund after its owners,
Patricia Borosik, 49, and (a man with
essentially four first names) Paul James
Stewart Scott, 54, committed suicide. If
Scott had lived a few more days, he
would have had to report to court to be
sentenced for offering $13,000 to two
underage girls to have sex with him and
then to asphyxiate him with a pillow. 

Today is the 40th day of 2006.
There are 325 days left in the year.  

On Feb. 9, 1943, the World War II bat-
tle of Guadalcanal in the southwest
Pacific ended with an American victo-
ry over Japanese forces.
In 1825, the House of Representatives
elected John Quincy Adams president
after no candidate received a majority
of electoral votes. 
In 1861, the Provisional Congress of
the Confederate States of America
elected Jefferson Davis president and
Alexander H. Stephens vice president. 
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Bay city trawlers

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
ALL ABOUT THE AGAVE: Also known as a century plant, the indigenous
flowering plants along Bay Street frame a boat (top) heading north along
the Santa Monica Bay this week. The same shot (above) is captured a sub-
sequent day under a brilliant sunset, rendered more dramatic by the smoke
emanating from wildfires burning to the south.

Reaching an impasse

Samohi taggers
reignite tensions

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
A late afternoon accident in Sunset Park caused this van to careen into the
Moose Lodge building on Ocean Park Boulevard. The van, heading south on
16th Street, struck another vehicle before coming to a stop against the west wall
of the lodge. The driver was treated for minor injuries at a local hospital, accord-
ing to SMPD Lt. Frank Fabrega. The accident is currently under investigation.

Firefighters warn
Santa Anas may
stir things up

“We have reported
this as a hate crime
to the police and we
are taking this very,

very seriously.”

ILENE STRAUS 
Samohi principal

LOCAL

See MAILERS, page 11See WILDFIRES, page 6

See SAMOHI, page 10



ARIES (March 21-April 19)
��� You will want to anchor in and con-

sider a sudden thought. Test your idea on others.
Others act in an extremely emotional manner.
Feelings and indulgence mark your interactions.
Realize that others are coming from a space of
goodness. Tonight: Happy at home, preferably
with company.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
����� You hear unexpected news

that draws a very strong reaction. Think positive-
ly, knowing your limits and what you need to do.
Your humor and caring dominate your actions.
Tonight: Let others make your life easier. Don’t
buck the trend!

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
��� Your finances mark your decisions,

but know that those you count on could act flaky.
Extremes mark situations and your daily life. You
might want to think carefully about what is going
on. Fortunately, you have tons of energy to meet
today’s demands. Tonight: Treat yourself well.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
����� You are very happy and lov-

able. Sometimes you need to think before you
launch into action. Extremes occur with surpris-
es. You can reverse any problem with some
effort. Think positively. You have what you need.
Tonight: Happy as a cat.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
�� Take your time making decisions. You

are not always right. Understand where someone
is coming from. You have a way and a style that
draw others close. You know what you want and
can make it happen. People knock on your door
out of the blue. Tonight: Be an information-gath-
erer.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
����� You need to take action in

order to create more of what you want. Halfway
measures will not work, even in the face of oth-
ers’ unpredictability. If you want a job done your
way, you’d better do it yourself. Tonight:
Communication flourishes.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
����� Investigate different opportuni-

ties with a positive attitude. You set the pace, and
others will follow. You know what you are doing,
even if you have to do a total reversal. Your
finances benefit from your strong reactions.
Tonight: Count on being in demand.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
����� Take an overview. Your emo-

tional response will point you in the right direc-
tion. Listen to what is happening with someone at
a distance. There might be nuggets of information
heading your way. Tonight: You naturally make
the right choices.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
����� Take time to emotionally digest

what you are hearing. Listen to what is going on
within your immediate circle, but especially with
someone who you value. Your intuitive knee-jerk
reaction is right on target. Tonight: Close
encounter.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
����� Review information carefully.

Success heads your way. Evaluate what might be
going on in your day-to-day life. Meetings and
working with others illuminate your day. Defer to
a partner or associate. Tonight: Happy as can be.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
���� Plunge into work or a project with

enthusiasm. You might be surprised by what
heads down your path. You are inordinately
dynamic and creative. Know what you want and
where you are heading. Tonight: A smile works.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
���� You move in sudden and unex-

pected ways. Use your creativity and ability to
respond emotionally with intelligence. If you are
worried, please detach and gain a perspective.
You might want to get more information. Tonight:
Happy as a cat.
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JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you’ll Have:
�����-Dynamic  ����-Positive  ���-Average  ��-So-so  �-Difficult

Don’t buck the trend, Taurus

A U D I T  P E N D I N G
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HOROSCOPES

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

FREE Report Reveals Shocking Truth About
“Carpal Tunnel Syndrome” And Wrist/Hand Pain!

SANTA MONICA, CA – A New FREE Report reveals a leading cause  of wrist pain, numbness or weakness may not be caused
by problems  in the wrists and is overlooked by most doctors when they diagnose and treat carpal tunnel symptoms. If
you are currently seeing a doctor for wrist pain, numbness, or weakness, a free report is now available that reveals what
your doctor may not know or be telling you. To order your limited copy of this free report, call toll-free 1-888-285-
8558. (24 hr. recorded message) www.freecarpaltunnelreport.com

Craig S. Cohen. M.D.
8420 SANTA MONICA BLVD     310/623-7370

HOUSE CALLS AND SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS

Complimentary, Confidential Consultation • Encrypted Medical Record
Compassionate Care, Expert Advice • Follows California Medical Board Guidelines

MEDICAL MARIJUANA EVALUATIONS

LEGALIZE YOURSELF

01591599

Eddie Guerboian

shop where they know your name

Visit us today and see the difference family makes.
Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm

GIFTS SHE WILL
TREASURE FOREVER...

331 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica   2 Hours Free Parking (Behind Store) 310.451.1349 • www.readersjewelers.com

Heart Shaped Diamond Pave
18KT White Gold Pendant
IMAGE ENLARGED TO SHOW DETIAILS



LOCAL

Santa Monica residents will soon be polled as to whether
they are interested in cleaning the city’s beaches and coastal
waters, and whether they’re willing to pay for it. 

A soon-to-be-released cleanup plan would make Santa
Monica compliant by 2020 with several new environmental
regulations. City officials say there will be a considerable
need for a new funding source for the project. Capital costs
alone could reach $95 million over a period of 15 years. In
addition, operating and maintenance costs could at least dou-
ble the current $36 annual stormwater fee homeowners pay,
according to a recent staff report.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know, “What are you
willing to pay for a cleaner coast?”

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5 p.m. and we’ll
print your responses in the weekend edition. Please try to
limit your comments to a minute or less. It might help to think
first about the wording of your response.

Sponsored by...
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Rediscover The Galley’s genuine
service while experiencing our new

weekend brunch served on our
beautiful outdoor patio.

Serving Brunch from 11AM-4PM
Full Bar-Best Bloody Mary’s in Santa Monica

(310) 452-1934
2442 Main Street • Santa Monica

SURF CENTER santa monica

bCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop bbCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop b
1451 THIRD STREET PROMENADE
IN SANTA MONICA • 310.656.CURL

SNOW AND SURF REPORTS

FRIDAY
LOW TIDE: 7:04AM 1.1FT 6:41PM 1.02FT
HIGH TIDE: 12:40AM 5.1FT 12:49PM 3.7FT

SATURDAY
LOW TIDE: 8:38AM 1.0FT 7:23PM 1.8FT
HIGH TIDE: 1:29AM 5.1FT 2:29PM 2.9FT

SUNDAY
LOW TIDE: 10:24AM 0.7FT 8:24PM 2.4FT
HIGH TIDE: 2:29AM 5.1FT 5:09PM 2.7FT

MONDAY
LOW TIDE: 11:48AM 0.1FT 10:07PM 2.8FT
HIGH TIDE: 3.39AM 5.1FT 7:04PM 3.0FT

TUESDAY
LOW TIDE: 12:46PM –0.3FT 11:37PM 2.8FT
HIGH TIDE: 4:50AM 5.2FT 7:53PM 3.4FT

WEDNESDAY
N/A

THURSDAY
N/A

FRIDAY
N/A

TIDE FORECAST FOR SANTA MONICA

CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 57°
DATA PROVIDED BY WETSAND.COM

SURF AND SNOW QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? EMAIL ALEX@SMDP.COM

CONDITIONS DATA PROVIDED BY ONTHESNOW.COM

SWELL FORECAST (5-7 FT)

Today the swell fades off to around chest to head high
as the last lagging periods arrive.  

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS

NW due 12th-14th... 

BEAR MOUNTAIN
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 12”-36” 8:30am - 4:00pm 18 10/12

CONDITIONS: Machine Made, Machine Groomed, Hard Packed, Wet

JUNE MOUNTAIN
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 96" - 120" 8:00am - 4:00pm 35 6/6

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Groomed

MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 144" - 168" 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 150 25/28

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Groomed

MOUNTAIN HIGH
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 12”-24” 8:30 am - 10:00 pm 16 8/16

CONDITIONS: Machine Made, Machine Groomed, Hard Packed, Wet

MT. BALDY
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 12”-12” 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 4 2/4

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Made

SNOW SUMMIT
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 12”-36” 4:30 am - 4:30 pm 18 14/14

CONDITIONS: Machine Made, Machine Groomed, Hard Packed, Wet

SNOW VALLEY
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 24”-12” 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 10 5/11

CONDITIONS: Machine Groomed, Spring

The GalleyEST. 1934

TAXES
ALL FORMS • ALL TYPES • ALL STATES

AUDITS • BACK TAXES • BOOKKEEPING • SMALL BUSINESS

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800
Santa Monica 90401

Since 1967
Quality & Value Always!

310-399-7892
2732 Main St.

Santa Monica

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

Let our kitchen
be your kitchen.

Nonprofits get Place of their own
By Daily Press staff

Now is your chance to learn about the wealth of Santa Monica’s non-profit orga-
nizations.

The Santa Monica Chamber of Commerce has partnered with Santa Monica
Place to host Santa Monica’s first Nonprofit Festival. More than 30 local nonprof-
its will have exhibit booths on the Third Street Promenade, between Wilshire
Boulevard and Arizona Avenue. 

The Nonprofit Festival is described as a free, family-friendly event, where atten-
dees can learn more about local nonprofits. The booths will have displays about
their products and services, people to talk to, and information on how to volunteer
and assist the organizations. In addition, a nonprofit resource guide will be available
to attendees to reference throughout the year.  

“This family friendly event is a great opportunity to tap into the heart of the Santa
Monica community,” noted Sharon O’Rourke, public affairs manager for the Gas
Company and festival chair. “Santa Monica is home to numerous organizations that
provide invaluable support to youth, seniors, the arts, homeless, and more that help
foster the great quality of life that Santa Monica is known for.”

The festival will be held on Feb. 25, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Santa Monica doctor a real sport
By Daily Press staff

A local doctor has risen to the top for his work in sports medicine.
Soccer physician Dr. Bert Mandelbaum has been honored by the United States

Sports Academy with the 2006 Dr. Ernst Jokl Sports Medicine Award.
Mandelbaum, who practices in Santa Monica, has worked at Pepperdine for the

past 15 years and has been medical director for Major League Soccer since its debut
in 1996. He was chief medical officer for the United States women’s World Cup
soccer teams in 1999 and 2003, and has been team physician for all of the U.S.
men’s national soccer teams since 1991.

Prior to working for Pepperdine, Mandelbaum was team physician for UCLA for
four years. He also served on the editorial board of the American Journal of Sports
Medicine and the Physician and Sports Medicine, as well as an executive board
member for the American Orthopaedic Society for Sports Medicine.

Mandelbaum has been featured in and helped produce the video: “Ready, set and
play: Injury care and prevention in youth soccer,” which received an award from the
International Medical Film Society. He has served as a contributor to ESPN Sport
Zone and was the orthopaedic surgical consultant to the CBS television drama
“Chicago Hope” from 1997-2001.

The Ernst Jokl Sports Medicine Award has been presented by USSA since 1994
as part of the Academy Awards of Sport Medallion Series, honoring the artist and
the athlete. Past winners include four-minute-mile runner Roger Bannister and five-
time Olympic speed skating gold medalist Eric Heiden. 

The United States Sports Academy, “America’s sport university,” is an indepen-
dent, nonprofit institution that offers sport-specific programs to students, teachers,
and administrators around the world. The Academy has a special mission to serve
the sports industry as a resource in instruction, research and other vital sports-relat-
ed services. It is the only freestanding institution of higher learning in the United
States offering bachelors, masters and doctoral degrees in sport science and sport
management, in addition to its extensive certification programs.

For more information about the United States Sports Academy, call (251) 626-
3303.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

INTERESTED IN YOUR DAILY FORECAST?
CHECK OUT THE HOROSCOPES ON PAGE 2!
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Keep looking, Mr. Brooks
Editor:

Wow, Albert Brooks makes one little movie — “Looking for Comedy in The
Muslim World” — and look what happens. Albert, I guess here is your answer: um,
there ain’t any?

Henry Rosenfeld
Santa Monica

Doctor obviously doesn’t know the cure
Editor:

I was surprised by the awful simplicity of Dr. David Sirkin’s most recent letter
(SMDP, Jan. 24, page 4). The language and “reasoning” he employed seems more
like that of a struggling high school student than that of a physician. Furthermore, it
is sufficiently self-evident that almost everything he discusses therein is substan-
tially outside the scope of medicine, so it is not clear to me why he chose to sign off
with his medical degree.

Dr. Sirkin apparently believes that we need a big homeless shelter in downtown
Santa Monica that will ideally meet the emergent needs of all homeless persons in
the area; that we need more police to protect homeowners and businesses from dirty
homeless criminals and psychotics who won’t go to that shelter; and that wealthier
Santa Monicans — who benefit fiscally from  a relatively mild climate (he appar-
ently forgot about our petroleum, phone, water, internet and cable TV charges) —
should surrender more tax monies to pay for the big downtown shelter and the extra
police. Apparently, if we follow his prescription, “homeless persons and their filth
on our streets” will be sufficiently reduced in Santa Monica and “they will learn that
they must have incomes in order to have the kind of freedom they want, unless they
want to live as survivalists in wilderness areas.” Wow, what a doctrine.

I think we need to drastically reduce our police force and concomitantly demon-
strate more compassion toward the homeless in Santa Monica. I see our homeless
community almost everyday and I say they’re about as law abiding and flawed as
every other group. With a third of the current force, the police can adequately do
their important work addressing actual criminality by the homeless and the rest of
us, if they stop making false arrests and tormenting say — marijuana consumers —
and alternatively focus their efforts on matters concerning the abridgement of life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. There’s always more than enough there to keep
police busy. Conversely, we really need to stop arresting people for doing things that
don’t really harm anyone else, like being homeless.

In fact, Dr. Sirkin should spend a few days viewing “criminal” proceedings in our
courthouses. If he did that, he might learn about the great injustice, cruelty, inequity,
and waste that our already hyper-criminalized police state has created. And as for
his “creative” remedy of raising taxes to pay for his unnecessary procedure, I am
reminded of Moliere’s time-proven aphorism that “nearly all men die of their med-
icines, and not their illnesses.” If Dr. Sirkin observed our hyper-criminalized legal
system at work for any reasonable period of time, he could see that adage in action.
Criminal prosecutions, fines and legal fees only serve to keep poor homeless people
poor and homeless.

Finally, I think signing off on letters with reference to advanced degrees is only
successful in swaying decent readers after two important conditions have been met:
First, such letters should be especially well written.  

After all, each piece should be judged on its own merits anyway, and that is true
whether or not the writer possesses or notes an advanced degree. Second, mention
of advanced degrees best suits essays or letters that address matters within the scope
of the degrees. I can be swayed by experts who express themselves well about mat-
ters that seem related to their areas of expertise, but Dr. Sirkin’s letter didn’t satisfy
either condition.

Ivan Smason
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encour-
aged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or
are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of
verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters
and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

It’s that time of year again in our fair
city …  time when the City Council
begins deciding how to divvy up the bud-
get. And you can be sure that any interest
group who has anything to do with Santa
Monica is giving our councilmembers and
city staff an earful about where to spend
the money. 

But when 54 percent of residents think
City Hall is doing only a fair or poor job
of spending our money in the right areas,
according to a 2005 city survey, maybe
it’d be a good idea for the City Council to
pay attention to what should be one of the
most important interest groups in town —
the residents in Santa Monica’s neighbor-
hood associations. 

Friends of Sunset Park, Mid-City
Neighbors, North of Montana Assoc-
iation, Northeast Neighbors, Ocean Park
Association, Pico Neighborhood Assoc-
iation and Wilshire/Montana are volunteer
groups of residents who represent and
advocate for the concerns of their particu-
lar districts.

Some associations are larger and more
active than others, but they all play a cru-
cial role in giving individual residents a
collective voice in City Hall and defining
the kind of community that is Santa
Monica.

And what do residents from across the
neighborhood associations want our city’s
budget priorities to be? In a nutshell, they
want to improve our quality of life in real,
tangible ways. Here’s what tops the list:
traffic and parking, loss of trees and open
space, and services for youth. 

Traffic congestion and lack of parking
should come as no surprise to anyone,
since they have been repeatedly identified
as two of the top three concerns of resi-
dents in recent years. Aside from the
strong desire for a real, long-term plan to
deal with traffic and congestion, the
neighborhood associations would like our
budget priorities to focus on tangible
things that keep our kids and pedestrians
safe. How about improved crosswalks and
signals on major thoroughfares such as
Main Street, Pico and Ocean Park? And
how about a crossing guard at John
Adams Middle School, where a child was
hit by a car well over a year ago?  

I’ve already ranted about City Hall’s
proposed parking plan (SMDP, Jan. 26,

page 4), so I won’t bring up that clunker
again. But many neighborhood residents
are really suffering from a severe shortage
of parking, which also adversely impacts
customer and employee parking for our
local businesses. Wilshire/Montana has
begged for a study to determine the feasi-
bility of turning its north/south streets into
one-way lanes with diagonal parking
spaces. Even if one-way streets aren’t the
answer, how about a serious feasibility
study conducted by an outside firm to
look at the neighborhoods’ and the city’s
parking issues?

With increased traffic and development
in our city, as well as one of the highest
population densities in the state, it seems
like we need more open space and trees as
a much-needed respite. Yet there has been
a dramatic loss in our tree canopy with
large, old shade trees being bulldozed to
make way for new construction.
Replacing 100-year-old trees on our traf-
fic medians, sidewalks, and residential
and commercial properties with shrubs
and wispy plants does not make for a
green city. Lincoln, Ocean Park and Pico
boulevards in particular could use some
quality green relief and beautification.
And north of Montana is the only neigh-
borhood without a park in its area. 

Finally, even though Santa Monica
already has some great resources for
youth, investing in our children always
pays off. How about increased job training
and apprenticeships for youth in local
industries like the construction trade? And
what about more programs that provide
academic support, violence prevention
and conflict resolution, and services for
at-risk and older youth?

The City Council should read and con-
sider the more detailed letters sent to them
by the neighborhood associations. They
address things large (e.g., runway safety at
Santa Monica Airport) and smaller (e.g.,
increased shuttle service to the Farmer’s
Markets), all of which will make daily life
better for residents.  

After all, it’s our money, right?
If you would like to learn more about

or get involved in your neighborhood
organization, log onto: www.friendsof-
sunsetpark.org, www.opa-sm.org,
www.piconeighborhoodassociation.org,
www.smnoma.org, or www.wilmont.org.
For Northeast Neighbors contact
lynx2lew@yahoo.com and for Mid-City
Neighbors contact
mbair1@lausd.k12.ca.us.

(Elizabeth Riel is a Santa Monica resi-
dent. She can be reached at
elizriel@yahoo.com).

Word on the street?
Put money in ’hoods

EYE ON
THE CITY

BY ELIZABETH RIEL

PLEASE SEND LETTERS TO:
Santa Monica Daily Press: Att. Editor 1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202 Santa Monica, CA  90401

Or email: editor@smdp.com

FED UP WITH PICO VIOLENCE?
YOUR OPINION MATTERS



COMMENTARY
Santa Monica Daily Press � Thursday, February 9, 2006  � Page 5

R
O

P [K
] #01588159

01590548

Throughout Black History Month,
while paying homage to Black History
— every single day — there will be
those African Americans referring to
one another with the N-word.

Isn’t it ironic, that the very word that
was used to denigrate African American
ancestry and those African Americans
that homage will be paid to in the com-
ing weeks ahead, blacks now use affec-
tionately and endearingly among them-
selves … the N-word.  What a way to
really show one’s respect, gratitude and
appreciation!     

Since Rosa Parks’ demise, much has
been made of her contribution to the
civil rights movement of the ’50s and
’60s. There is the Martin Luther King,
Jr. national holiday. Black History
Month is here. There should be a sense
of reverence, pride and respect envelop-
ing the African American community.
But is there really?

Throughout Black History Month,
while paying homage to black history,
every single day there will be those
African Americans calling one another
the N-word. And this mockery, undigni-
fied act and lack of respect is supposed
to be acceptable and condoned.   

Rosa Parks worried and warned that
young blacks had absolutely no sense
and appreciation of the titanic battles that
she and the civil rights leaders waged to
make America live up to its much
betrayed promise of justice and equality.
In a reflective interview, years later, she
did not absolve herself and other blacks
of her generation of blame for failing to
pass on the torch. She called for a redou-
bling of the effort to make young blacks,
as she put it, know what it means to be
black in America today. 

Decades ago it was the white man
conditioning and programming the
minds of African Americans to  identify
themselves with the N-word. Today,
there are now blacks programming other
blacks to identify themselves with the
N-word. The supposition being to take
this incredibly degrading word and try
to change it from a hateful, racial,
derogatory slur, and turn it into an affec-
tionate and endearing purring little
pussycat. With a slight adjustment in the
spelling and pronunciation, this is sup-
posed to make everything OK and
acceptable.  

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day is the
one and only holiday recognizing a dis-
tinguished African American, which
was by no means a gimme. Because
white Americans didn’t think a black
man was worthy of a holiday, it took a
hard-fought battle to get that recognition
approved. And so how will African
Americans be showing their respect and
gratefulness? African Americans did as
they do everyday, showed no apprecia-
tion and respect for the civil rights strug-
gle. They took the very same word that
was used to vilify Dr. King and others
and used it affectionately among them.
What a SLAP in the face.

Black History Month? Is it only win-
dow dressing? The answer should be
obvious. Worldwide, African Americans
are recognized and respected for their
musical talent and athleticism, but are
giving very little credit for having any
kind of brainpower. I wonder why.

(H. Lewis Smith, author of “Bury
That Sucka,” can be reached at
http://www.hlewissmith.com.)

Dignity is derailed 
by slap to own faces

GUEST COMMENTARY   BY H.  LEWIS SMITH
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GERMAN CAR SERVICE
Specialist in Repair of  Porsche • VW • Audi • BMW

• Best alternative to high dealer prices
• Complete service and repair
• All work guaranteed
• Locally owned and operated since 1965

2202 OLYMPIC BLVD., SANTA MONICA • (310) 829-2563

JOIN US THIS VALENTINE’S 
& EVERY DAY

and enjoy one of the following specials;

Prime New York Pepper Steak Flambe w/Cognac

Housemade Dungenese Crab Ravioli w/lobster sauce

Fresh Catalina Sandabs in a Lemon Butter Sauce

310-453-5442
FULL
BAR

CELLAR WITH
OVER 200

WINES

2301 Santa Monica Blvd
SINCE 1986

www.bistroofsantamonica.com

BY JULIET WILLIAMS
Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO — Improving student
achievement in California depends on
increasing teacher training and keeping
the best teachers and administrators in
public schools, the state’s top education
official said Tuesday.

In a nearly hourlong address, Super-
intendent of Public Instruction Jack
O’Connell told an auditorium full of educa-
tors, policy-makers and politicians that
California is lagging behind other states and
countries in failing to address a widening gap
between the highest achievers and the lowest.

“The simple yet terrible fact is that the
population of students that is growing the
fastest in this state is the population that is
lagging the furthest behind,” O’Connell said.

He said research has shown that stu-
dents who are poor or minority are more
likely to have an unprepared or less quali-
fied teacher than white students and those
in more affluent neighborhoods.

“Let’s face it, closing the achievement
gap won’t happen until we first close the
teacher-quality gap,” he said.

He said he will sponsor legislation to
spend $53 million for teacher coaches in
the lowest-performing schools. He also
encouraged financial incentives to recruit
teachers to work in those schools and said
the state should reopen teacher-recruit-
ment centers that were closed during bud-

get cuts several years ago.
O’Connell also said he would:
• Redesign the mandatory School

Accountability Report Cards schools are
required to file so they use less jargon and
are easier for parents to understand.

• Bring California’s school standards
more closely in line with those under the
federal No Child Left Behind Act.

• And tour the state in support of direc-
tor Rob Reiner’s universal preschool ini-
tiative, Proposition 82, on this June’s
statewide ballot.

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger’s
Education Secretary, Alan Bersin, said the
governor included $100 million in his bud-
get proposal to recruit and retain teachers
in the state’s hardest-to-staff schools.

“This is an area where we know if we
build school cultures and communities of
learning and we provide resources to
attract teachers and retain them — and it’s
not only money, but money is one of those
elements — if we provide excellent prin-
cipals and terrific leadership at schools,
students will benefit,” Bersin said.

Also Tuesday, Schwarzenegger
announced that he has appointed Margaret
Fortune as his director of public affairs.
Fortune, 34, had been his adviser on ini-
tiatives to fix failing schools and was the
lead spokeswoman for last November’s
unsuccessful Proposition 74, which would
have extended teacher probationary peri-
ods from two years to five.

Teacher training key
to improving schools

WANT TO TICKLE YOUR FUNNY BONE?
CHECK OUT THE COMICS ON PAGE 16!

ers and several aircraft worked to corral a
25-acre fire in the Santa Monica
Mountains. The fire, burning in an area
with a history of destructive blazes, was 7
percent contained.

Near Malibu, the fire burned along
steep, rocky canyons covered by shoul-
der-high chaparral. 

As a result, officials with the Santa
Monica-Malibu Unified School District
decided early Wednesday morning to
close Point Dume, Webster and Juan
Cabrillo elementary schools, along with
Malibu High School.

“There is only one evacuation route out
of Malibu, so if there is ever a problem,
that becomes critical. We decided to take
every precaution and close schools for the
day,” said Superintendent of Schools John
Deasy. “Also, (firefighters and police) use
that route to bring equipment and create a
staging area, so the less cars and buses on
the road, the better.”

Deasy said the district deals with fire
closures and evacuations nearly every
year during the fire season, and has devel-
oped an evacuation and school closure
plan that “works efficiently and smooth-
ly.” Most parents were notified of the clo-
sure through “phone trees,” a network of
parents who keep one another informed
on school activities, Deasy said.

Schools are expected to reopen today.
Deasy said students most likely will not

have to make up the canceled school day
because the closure is considered by dis-
trict officials to be an emergency. The dis-

trict must appeal to the County Office of
Education, which makes the final decision.

The fire was sparked shortly before 5
a.m. by a burning sport utility vehicle
parked on a dirt road, authorities said.

The canyons are historical fire corri-
dors. Wind-pushed wildfires swept from
the Calabasas area to Malibu in 1993 and
1996, destroying hundreds of homes.

“The whole Malibu area has had a his-
tory of fire,” Los Angeles County fire
Inspector Sam Padilla said.

In Orange County, a 7,179-acre fire
east of Anaheim and Orange was 22 per-
cent contained.

“It’s hot out here. It’s low humidity, in
the single digits. Winds are gusting to 35,
to 40 mph,” said Dennis Shell, a
spokesman for the Orange County Fire
Authority. “It’s a huge concern for all of
us.”

A red flag warning of extreme fire dan-
ger was extended through Saturday as
Southern California faced another week of
hot, dry winter weather.

In Orange County, the fire that began
as a controlled burn in the Cleveland
National Forest on Feb. 2 was not threat-
ening any homes.

A mandatory evacuation was lifted
Tuesday, allowing about 2,000 people to
return to their homes.

The fire burned in ankle-deep grass on
rolling hillsides and in canyons choked
with head-high brush that hadn’t burned
for 20 years, Shell said.

More than 1,000 firefighters were on
the scene. Four had been treated for minor
injuries.

Schools in Malibu expect
to get back down to basics
WILDFIRES, from page 1
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Glory Beauty Supply
1840 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica, CA

ph 1.310.452.6800     toll free 1.888.40.GLORY Open Monday - Saturday

“If you like Axe Body Spray then you will love
Woody’s Grooming Body and Laundry DEO Spray.

Come in today receive 20% off any Woody’s Grooming product!”
— Gloria

Sprawl is slowed to a crawl
By The Associated Press

VENTURA —Supervisors tightened development rules to protect thousands of
acres between Santa Paula and Ventura from urban sprawl.

The ordinance approved Tuesday by the Board of Supervisors preserves 27,900
acres as greenbelts. County planning official Deborah Millais said the ordinance
specifies the acreage involved and makes the law hard to undo.

To alter the new greenbelt ordinance, four of the five supervisors would have to
agree and hold a public hearing.

In 2000, supervisors adopted a companion greenbelt that preserves 72,000 acres
of citrus and avocado fields and open land between Fillmore and the Los Angeles
County line.

“This says there is a strong commitment to our greenbelts,” Supervisor Kathy
Long said.

Racial tensions to blame for melee
By The Associated Press

FONTANA —Racial tensions between blacks and Hispanics erupted in a lunchtime
fist- and bottle-throwing melee between 30 students at A.B. Miller High School.

There were no serious injuries. Police officers used pepper spray to subdue one
resistant student and a female student slapped on officer, interim school police Chief
Joe McCann said.

The 4,300-student school was locked down after Tuesday’s brawl and some
after-school activities were canceled. Police officers and parents watched as the
campus emptied about 20 minutes before the regular afternoon dismissal time.

School police said the brawl began with a group of black and Hispanic students
on the outdoor quad at lunch. Some students said they dodged flying bottles and
food, while others said some students were punching each other.

School district superintendent Charles Milligan said about 30 people were
involved in the fighting. It took about 10 minutes to break up the fight.

“It wasn’t a situation where the whole campus was in a riot,” he said.
Students told investigators racial tension between black and Hispanic students

have escalated at the school.
At least 20 students were detained and McCann said most will be given citations

for fighting and disturbing the peace. A similar fight involving blacks and Hispanics
broke out in April 2004.

Appliance thieves didn’t see the big picture
By The Associated Press

EL MONTE —A dozen people arrested for an electronics heist allegedly stole more
than $574,000 in merchandise from a Howard’s TV & Appliance warehouse.

Most of those arrested were warehouse and delivery employees for the El Monte
warehouse when the merchandise was stolen between September 2004 and January
2006, police Detective Brian Glick said.

Luis Humberto Guerrero, 36, and his wife, Magdalena, 27, of Los Angeles were
arrested after police served a search warrant and recovered some of the stolen mer-
chandise from their home, investigators said.

The arrest led police to 32 locations across Los Angeles, San Bernardino and
Orange counties, where 10 more people were arrested, Glick said.

Also arrested were: Agustin Aquino, 27, of Huntington Park; Martin Hernandez,
19, of Los Angeles; Rosemead residents Jason Cisco, 27, Marco Aguilar, 19, and
Victor Jauregui, 18; Victor Avalos and Adrian Lagunas, both 18, of Azusa; Manny
Gurule, 28, of Compton; and Edilia Gonzalez, 25, and Danny Jacquez, 28, of El
Monte.

Howard’s TV & Appliance general manager Judy Lawrence in La Habra refused
to comment because of the ongoing investigation.

The votes are in, and they’re dandy
By The Associated Press

RIVERSIDE —Supervisors unanimously agreed to buy 3,700 new Sequoia touch-
screen voting machines.

State law requires that touch-screen machines have paper printers attached so
voters can view their ballots and the upgraded systems must be certified for the June
primary election.

Opponents of the Sequoia machines, a group called Democracy for America,
wanted the Board of Supervisors to consider systems other than the Sequoia
machines, which are an upgraded version of those used in Riverside County since
2000.

The group claimed the Sequoia system is vulnerable to computer hackers and has
an inadequate paper method for verifying votes. They also fear the Sequoia com-
puter software is susceptible to glitches or other kinds of manipulation.

But Registrar Barbara Dunmore said the Sequoia machines were accurate and
secure, leading to the 4-0 board vote on Tuesday.

“There’s not a product that I think is superior,” Supervisor Jeff Stone said. “We
have been well-served by Sequoia. This is a very unique, innovative software.”

The new machines will cost the county $5.4 million after receiving credits from
Sequoia and some federal money. The machines will have printers attached that
allow voters to view their ballots behind glass. San Bernardino County already is
using the machines.

STATE BRIEFS
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Local architecture firm wins bid for college overhaul
By Daily Press staff

Santa Monica-based Widom Wein Cohen O’Leary Terasawa (WWCOT) has
been named the architect for a new 85,000-square-foot student services complex on
the campus of El Camino College in Torrance, announced Adrian Cohen, FAIA,
principal-in-charge for the project.

The new facility will replace the existing student services building, which no
longer meets the needs of the student population. Situated in the heart of the 126-
acre campus, the new student services complex will be designed to compliment the
college’s predominantly mid-century era modern architecture, according to
WWCOT design principal Andrea Cohen-Gehring.  

“The new complex will address the college’s desire to centralize integrated stu-
dent services and provide our students with a streamlined welcoming environment
for services and activities,” said El Camino College President Dr. Thomas M. Fallo.
“Most of our student service functions are currently situated in a 55-year-old build-
ing that no longer meets our needs in providing customer service excellence to our
students.”

WWCOT’s design will accommodate a full range of student services functions
such as admissions and records, career counseling, job placement, financial aid, and
academic and student affairs to be clustered on the northern end of the building.
Food service, dining area, bookstore and multipurpose rooms will be featured in the
new building.

Construction of the $31 million facility, only the second significant new facility
on campus in nearly 20 years, is expected to begin in 2008. Funding for the student
services facility is being provided under Measure E, a recently passed $394 million
bond, the largest successful bond for a single campus community college district in
California. 

In addition to Cohen and Cohen Gehring, members of WWCOT project team
include:  Kaveh Amirdelfan, AIA, project manager; Gretchen Wahab, director of
strategic planning and programming; and Ben Levin, AIA, interiors principal. 

Recognized as one of the fastest-growing architectural firms in the nation,
WWCOT is a more than 100-person firm with additional offices in Palm Springs,
Riverside, Moorpark, and Shanghai, China. Since the firm’s establishment in 1964,
WWCOT has developed a long-standing reputation for implementing solutions that
contribute to their clients’ success. WWCOT provides a full spectrum of services
that includes programming, strategic and master planning, architectural and interior
design, architectural forensics, and construction support services for a wide range of
healthcare, governmental, educational, senior living, multifamily residential and
corporate clients.

Fund-raiser tapped to give RAND a hand
By Daily Press staff

Veteran fund-raising professional Elizabeth Stacey has joined the RAND Corp.
as executive director of development.

“Elizabeth will be a trusted member of the senior team at RAND and will lead
our efforts in raising philanthropic funds so RAND is able to address some of the
world’s most critical and urgent problems,” said RAND president and CEO James
A. Thomson.

Stacey most recently was chief consultant at Philanthropic Solutions, where she
provided fund-raising counsel to a range of national and local nonprofit organiza-
tions. 

Previously, Stacey was director of development at Mattel Children’s Hospital at
UCLA (2002-2004) and in 1998 founded the development program for the new
California State University, Channel Islands. She also worked for 10 years at
CARE, the international relief and development organization, where she was
Western Regional Director.

Stacey earned her M.A. in political science from the University of California, Los
Angeles. She holds credentials as a certified fund-raising executive and as a certi-
fied specialist in planned giving.

RAND is based in Santa Monica and maintains offices in the Washington, D.C.
area and in Pittsburgh. RAND Europe is headquartered in Leiden in the
Netherlands, and has offices in Germany and the United Kingdom. The RAND-
Qatar Policy Institute is based in the capital of Qatar. 

RAND assists public policymakers and private sector leaders by providing high-
quality research and analysis of choices and developments in many areas, including
health care, national security, homeland security, education and training, criminal
and civil justice, labor and population, infrastructure, the environment, community
development, business operations, international relations and regional studies.

SANTA MONICA BUSINESS BRIEFS

After nine months of receiving baby blan-
kets from relatives and immersing yourself
in endless pages of reading material, you’ve
suddenly become a proud parent building a
priceless bond with your child. Although
ecstatic about your new adventures in par-
enting, it doesn’t take long for you to realize
that nothing could have prepared you for
such an undertaking. Sleepless nights and
diaper dollars are just the beginning.  

After the shock fades and you begin to
settle in as a new mom or dad, there are
some things you can do to prepare for
your financial future to make things easi-
er on you and your child. Once the early
years have passed and your family
matures, universities from across the
nation will be sending shiny pages of mar-
keting material to your home. Even if all
you can think about today is bottles and
baby food, the days of college courtship
will come quickly. And because it may be
one of the biggest expenses you could
ever face as a parent, it is important to
start saving for it as soon as possible.  

With the average public university
today costing upwards of $5,985 per year
and private university tuitions costing
around $20,952 per year, you will need to
be prepared. You also may want to expect
hefty price increases. By the time your chil-
dren are ready for college, these numbers
are likely to have increased dramatically.

To soften the blow, you might want to
consider investing in a 529-college sav-
ings plan. No matter what type of invest-
ments you choose, any earnings from the
money you contribute to a 529 will accu-
mulate tax-free until the time you with-
draw it for college costs. Adding a further
benefit, some states also offer state income
tax deductions on these contributions.
State tax treatment may vary and state tax
deductions are limited only to residents of
states that allow these benefits.    

Although there are no income or age
restrictions for participation in a 529 plan,
there is a limit to the amount you can con-
tribute before gift tax penalties apply.
Couples can contribute up to $120,000 (in
2006) in one year per child and single tax

payers can contribute up to $60,000. It is
important to remember that this amount is
considered a five-year gift — $12,000 per
year — a portion of the contribution may be
subject to estate tax recapture if the donor
dies within five years of the gift. After mak-
ing this gift, any additional gifting to the
same beneficiary in 2006 or the next four
years would be considered a reportable gift.  

When it comes time for freshman mov-
ing day at the dorms, you will not only be
thankful for your years of preparation, but
you may also appreciate the withdrawal
advantages of your 529. Distributions
from 529 plans for qualified college
expenses, including tuition, fees, books,
supplies, and room and board, are federal
income tax free and in some states exempt
from income taxes as well.  But it is impor-
tant to note that if you do not use the assets
in the 529 plan for qualified higher educa-
tion expenses, earnings on such with-
drawals are taxed at the recipient’s rate plus
a penalty of 10 percent on the earnings. 

Another thing to remember is that there is
a sunset provision that expires on Dec. 31,
2010, meaning that instead of tax free with-
drawals, most qualified withdrawals will go
back to being taxed on the earnings portion
only, at the recipient’s tax rate. Keep in
mind, the value of your 529 plan investment
will fluctuate. When you redeem your
shares, they may be worth more or less than
your original investment. There is no guar-
antee that the account will grow enough to
cover higher education expenses.     

Being able to help your child invest in
their education is one of the greatest gifts
you could ever give them, but in order to
promote further independence and growth,
allow them to contribute to your years of
preparation by saving some money too.
While college may provide them with a
wealth of knowledge and experience, man-
aging the money from their summer jobs
may teach them about the monetary respon-
sibility essential for a strong financial future.

(Brian Hepp is a financial consultant
for Santa Monica-based A.G. Edwards &
Sons, Inc. Member SIPC. He can be
reached at (310) 453-0077 or at
brian.hepp@agedwards.com. A.G.
Edwards is a full-service retail brokerage
firm that offers a complete spectrum of
financial products and services, including
stocks, bonds and mutual funds, financial
retirement planning and tax-advantage
investments.)

From the diapers to the dorms
MARKET
MATTERS
BY BRIAN HEPP
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WORKPLACE ISSUES
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Herreid & Associates has over 14 years experience
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BY EILEEN PUTMAN 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON —Gone are the days
when tax time meant tiny-print tax forms
spread out on the dining room table for
days, followed by months of watching the
mail for that distinctively bland govern-
ment refund check. 

Thanks to home computers, tax prepa-
ration and electronic filing have never
been easier. Refunds come quickly, and
waiting for them can involve little more
than occasionally checking the IRS Web
site. 

The Internal Revenue Service began a
big push for electronic filing several years
ago and has finally muscled a majority of
taxpayers in that direction. For 2005, the
IRS says 68.5 million individual returns
—more than half —were filed electroni-
cally, 11.3 percent more than in the previ-
ous year. Many were e-filed by tax pro-
fessionals, but about 17 million came
directly from home computers, up 17 per-
cent over the prior year. 

Judging by tax software sales, millions
more Americans prepared their taxes on
home computers or online but did not file
electronically for one reason or another. In
any case, it’s clear that computerized tax
preparation has taken hold. 

"Doing taxes by hand manually is like
churning your own butter,” said Julie
Miller, a spokeswoman for Intuit, maker
of TurboTax, a home-computer tax pro-
gram. 

Tax software is a hot market. Intuit
says TurboTax accounted for more than
$570 million of the company’s $2 billion
in revenues in its 2005 fiscal year and is
driving the company’s growth. Intuit’s
chief competitor, H&R Block’s Tax Cut,
doesn’t release sales figures but says its
business is also booming. 

The popularity of home tax software is
a far cry from its early days, when many
returns were disqualified from e-filing at
the last minute and software often had
maddening glitches and a cumbersome
interview process. 

Both Tax Cut and TurboTax are now
fairly robust platforms, able to handle
more complex tax situations like rental
incomes, capital gains and small business-
es. 

“They get better every year,” said
Claude Renshaw, accounting professor at
Saint Mary’s College in Notre Dame, Ind.
Renshaw uses such software for his own
taxes and that of clients. “They’re very
user-friendly.” 

They’re also fairly inexpensive. Either
program can be had, on average, for
between $30 and $40 —depending on
whether features like state, business and
estimated taxes are included —and less
for a simple return or one done online. 

That compares with an average of
about $150 for a tax return prepared at one
of H&R Block’s 12,000 offices.
Taxpayers with complex finances and tax
planning needs typically pay more to use
a personal tax preparer, no matter where
they go. 

Tax prep expenses, including books
and software, are deductible for the year
in which the purchases were made, so
save those bills and product receipts. 

As part of its push to e-filing, the IRS
has a “Free File” program that allows tax-
payers with adjusted gross incomes of
$50,000 or less to prepare and e-file taxes

for free through participating online pre-
parers. To get the free service, taxpayers
must access a vendor through the IRS
Web site at http://www.irs.gov. 

The IRS says e-filing speeds refunds,
reduces tax errors and saves the agency
money. The agency approves the software
used for tax prep and e-filing and says the
process is secure and private. Federal
rules prohibit participating companies
from using tax return data for unautho-
rized purposes. 

But with the tax code notoriously com-
plex —and tweaked each year by
Congress —could taxpayers miss out on
tax savings by using home tax software,
rather than a tax professional? Perhaps. 

"If a person is not completely familiar
with tax law, I recommend they talk to a
professional,” says Renshaw, drawing an
analogy to specialized medical needs. “If
you have a headache or a cold you can
probably treat it yourself, but once you
pass a certain point and treatment isn’t
working, you have to see a doctor.” 

Still, both Tax Cut and TurboTax
update their software with any last-minute
changes by Congress and the IRS. The
programs themselves can be purchased
online as a download or at a retail office
supply store in a box with CD-ROM. 

Their colorful graphics are easy on the
eyes, and each product now offers an
enhanced deduction feature that tells users
how much to allow as the fair market
value for noncash charitable donations
like clothing, toys, books and household
items. 

Both programs can import tax data
from last year’s return, certain accounting
programs and some employers. They
eliminate most math errors —the program
does the computation —and check for
other problems that can cause tax errors or
flag a return for auditing. They also offer
tax advice. 

This year, consumers are less likely to
see all those rebate forms tumble out of
the software box. Tax Cut still offers an
electronic filing rebate, but TurboTax has
dropped rebates in favor of a “refund
bonus” program. Customers who e-file
can, for a one-time fee, use tax refund
money to purchase gift cards from dozens
of vendors, ranging from Blockbuster to
JC Penney. The vendors add a bonus
amount to the cards as incentives. 

When returns are filed electronically,
the IRS sends an e-mail within 48 hours
confirming it has been accepted. If the
taxpayer provided bank account and rout-
ing numbers, a refund is deposited direct-
ly in as few as 10 days, compared with the
six to eight weeks it takes to get a refund
check when paper tax forms are filed by
mail. 

Using the “Where’s My Refund?” fea-
ture on the IRS Web site, taxpayers can
track their returns and refunds every step
of the way. 

One feature that’s not available this
year is TeleFile, which allowed taxpayers
to file over the telephone Form 1040EZ,
extension Form 4868 and employer’s
quarterly federal tax return Form 941.
Only 3.3 million filers used this feature
last year, and the IRS decided that the
costs of maintaining it and the growth of
other electronic filing options made
TeleFile an unnecessary expense. 

Taxpayers can e-file forms 941 and
4868, and most 1040EZ filers can use
Free File. 

Business Page 9THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY 9,  2006 SSanta MMonica DDaily PPress

IRS has finally muscled
majority to file online

IRS makes it easier for filers to procrastinate 
By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Dread doing those taxes? This year, the IRS made it easier to pro-
crastinate. 

The filing deadline is two days later than usual — Monday, April 17, because
April 15, the normal deadline, is a Saturday. The Internal Revenue Service has also
made it easier to get an automatic six-month extension beyond that. 

Before, obtaining a six-month filing extension was a two-step process. Taxpayers
filed one form to get an automatic four-month extension to Aug. 15, and a second
form to obtain an additional extension, usually two more months. But the second
extension wasn’t automatic — taxpayers had to give a reason for the additional delay
and the IRS could always deny the request. 

In a cost-savings move, the IRS eliminated or consolidated deadline-extension
forms. Now, taxpayers receive an automatic six-month extension to Oct. 16, 2006, by
filing a single form, Form 4868. They don’t have to provide a reason or even a sig-
nature, only file the form by April 17. 

Businesses seeking the automatic six-month extension file Form 7004. Before,
only corporations could get an automatic six-month extension; now, most non-cor-
porate business taxpayers, including partnerships and trusts, can use this option. 

The IRS warns, however, that a filing extension doesn’t extend the deadline for
paying taxes. If you don’t pay the taxes you owe by the regular filing deadline —
April 17 — you will owe interest and perhaps a late payment penalty.

Online feature makes it easy to track refunds 
By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — How soon will your tax refund arrive? You can start tracking
your refund seven days after filing electronically, four to six weeks after filing a paper
return. Here’s how: 

Go to the Internal Revenue Service Web site at http://www.irs.gov and enter
“Where’s My Refund?” in the search box at the top right of the page. 

You’ll be taken to a secure site to enter your Social Security number or IRS indi-
vidual taxpayer identification number, filing status and the exact refund amount
shown on the tax return. 

Within a few seconds, the IRS will let you know whether your tax return has been
received and processed and whether a refund has been issued, either in the form of a
government check mailed to your home or a direct deposit to your bank account using
the account information you provided on your tax return. 

If you prefer a lower-tech approach, call the IRS’ Automated Refund Service at 1-
800-829-4477. 

If eight weeks have elapsed since you filed your taxes and you have not received
your refund, call the IRS at 1-800-829-1040. 

Promotions? Record sales? New
hires? If your business has news

to share, send press releases to 

editor@smdp.com



fiti. “We here at Santa Monica High
School, and in the district, do not tolerate
racist behavior … We have reported this
as a hate crime to the police and we are
taking this very, very seriously.” 

School officials said it may have been
the work of gang members who don’t
attend the school. 

There are serious consequences for the
person or persons responsible, particularly
if they are a student, district officials said.
They could be suspended, expelled and
could be convicted of a hate crime. Their
parents could also be responsible for pay-
ing restitution to the district.

While the graffiti was removed Friday,
students arriving for class were able to
read the hateful messages because school
officials didn’t have enough paint to cover
them up, Straus said. 

Many students were hurt, angry and
fearful that the graffiti could increase
racial tension on campus and spark anoth-
er brawl like the one in April in which six
students were suspended, including one
who was intoxicated, according to a report
by school officials.

“On Friday, there were a lot of cops
here looking out,” said Crystal, an
African-American 11th grader at Samohi
who didn’t want to give her last name for
fear of being targeted by those involved
with the graffiti. “There were a lot of

Latinos here, some who didn’t look like
they even go to school here. It was pretty
tense, like there was going to be a fight.”

Another student, who would only iden-
tify himself as Marcus, said he has noticed
some tension, but only between a few
groups of students. 

“You just keep to yourself, hang with
your friends and don’t cause any problems
and you’ll be fine,” he said. “I’m a little
worried, you know, looking over my back
sometimes if I’m alone, but I’m not scared
to go to school or anything.”

Parents said the graffiti is only the lat-
est racially-charged event to occur at
Samohi. Racism has been a problem fes-
tering in the district and at the high school
for decades, and nothing seems to have
been done to combat it, parents contend.

“We need to stop talking and do some-
thing,” said Crystal Quine, a mother of
two Samohi students. “Don’t spend anoth-
er $30,000 on a freaking survey. Do
something about it. I’m tired of this.”

CONFLICT A SYMPTOM OF SOCIETY
Schools Superintendent John Deasy

said the district is working aggressively
on easing the concerns of parents and stu-
dents, pointing to mediation sessions that
are taking place at the campus, as well as
the hiring of six community outreach spe-
cialists. 

“The district has done tremendous
work trying to deal with very real issues in

our society,” he said. “We are doing
everything in our power to support kids
and build a tolerant culture inside and out-
side of our schools. But these are very real
societal problems and they are worries in
our society. Kids do get affected by that
and may bring those attitudes to school,
and we work with them on that.”

School board member Oscar De La
Torre said the tension local schools and
other districts across the county are expe-
riencing is a product of the large number
of blacks and Latinos who are incarcerat-
ed in racially-segregated jails. 

Some parents said the graffiti could be
in response to a recent race riot at the
North County Correctional Facility in
Castaic last weekend.

“The prison culture is spilling over into
our streets and our schools. It’s all con-
nected,” De La Torre said. “There are
some people and some institutions in our
society who perpetuate racial segregation,
division and racial hatred. Prisons are a
breeding ground for this and we want to
make sure our schools do not emulate
that.”

After the fight in April of last year, a
community group calling itself the Unity
Coalition devised a 10-point plan to help
create racial harmony within the school
district. The coalition called for mediation
sessions, counseling, culturally-relevant
curriculum and the hiring of faculty that
represents the racial makeup of the school.

The coalition presented the plan infor-
mally to district officials, who told the
coalition that eight of the 10 ideas were
already part of district policy, said Jules

Bagneris, the moderator for the coalition.
“We took that as our plan was adopted.

Now it looks like its time to take action,”
Bagneris said. “The superintendent and
school board members told us they had
measures in place, but from what I can
see, their approach is unrealistic. The dis-
trict is bankrupt when it comes to this.
They just don’t know how to deal with
violence on campus.”

Bagneris said he will recommend to the
coalition that it push for Straus to be
removed as principal from Samohi and be
replaced with someone who “is qualified
to work with a campus of this size and
with a multi-cultural environment.”

At the end of the PTSA meeting, Straus
said she would continue to follow district
policy, but did say she would be in contact
with parents who have suggestions on
how to enhance race relations. 

De La Torre suggested a relatively
easy, but effective first step: Paint a mural
that promotes unity.

“Why not put a mural (at the site of the
graffiti) to replace the negativity with
something positive,” he said. “This is
something the students have been talking
about and I think we should move on it
quickly to show some action.”

In the meantime, parents of minority
students are left with what they feel are
empty promises that things will get better.

“All the school wants to do is keep up
appearances,” said Carol Zeitlin, a parent
of an African-American student. “They
want to promote this image that every-
thing is fine and dandy here. Obviously,
it’s not.”
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BY DAVID ESPO
AP Special Correspondent

WASHINGTON — If President Bush gets his way, the
venerable $255 Social Security death benefit will fade
into history. And 16- and 17-year-old high school
dropouts will lose their monthly survivor payments.

Not, however, if Democrats get their way.
“The Republican Congress has given a whole new

meaning to the term ‘women and children first,"’ Illinois
Rep. Rahm Emanuel, chairman of the House Democratic
campaign committee, said Tuesday.

“There they go again,” said New York Sen. Chuck
Schumer, who heads the party’s Senate campaign effort.
“They can’t resist trying to cut Social Security, and to cut
a survivor, a widow or widower’s benefits, it just shows
how warped the priorities are in this budget.”

White House officials defended the proposals, includ-
ed in the budget that Bush submitted to Congress on
Tuesday and estimated to trim costs by $3.4 billion over
the next decade.

“Children who have lost a parent need every assis-
tance and encouragement we can provide, and everything
the federal government can do to encourage them to stay
in school and get an education makes it that much more
likely that they can succeed,” said Scott Milburn, a
spokesman at the Office of Management and Budget.

“Linking benefits to school attendance provides that
encouragement and is, in fact, currently the rule for 19-
year-olds. We think more children can be helped by low-
ering that age to 16,” he said.

Congressional aides said Jo Anne Barnhart, the Social
Security Commissioner, had told them during a closed-
door briefing on Monday that the $255 one-time death
benefit has become an administrative burden, since it is
not paid in all cases.

Mark Lassiter, a spokesman at the Social Security
Administration, said the benefit “bears no relation to

what a person’s funeral expenses are or to any of work-
ers’ earnings levels. We believe that eliminating it is not
going to cause an appreciable financial hardship to a sur-
vivor.”

Lassiter said the benefit is paid in cases in which a sur-
viving spouse was living with the deceased at the time of
his or her death. It is also available in some cases for a
surviving spouse who lived apart and for some surviving
children.

Administration officials said the payment began as a
burial benefit in 1939 to assist families with funeral
expenses. The amount was set at $255 in 1952 and, until
1981, the payment was made directly to funeral homes,
they said.

Bush’s budget includes a proposal to change the cal-
culation made for Social Security disability payments for
people who also receive worker compensation benefits.

In addition, it calls for the Social Security
Administration to implement a new system to obtain
accurate information about the state and local pensions
paid to retirees who also qualify for federal retirement
benefits.

Together, the proposals relating to disability payments
and state and local retirees would save an estimated $2.8
billion over the next decade, according to administration
estimates.

Unlike a year ago, Social Security did not figure
prominently in Bush’s legislative agenda. Then, fresh off
a re-election campaign, he urged lawmakers to overhaul
the program to create personal savings accounts while
cutting back on future benefits for workers who are
younger than 55.

Democrats rallied in opposition, and Republicans
shrank from the political challenge of remaking a pro-
gram that provides benefits to millions of elderly voters.

The budget the president submitted to lawmakers this
week renews his call for the changes. This time, there is
no evidence he intends to push for their enactment.
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Social Security death benefit
could be buried under Bush

BY STEPHEN OHLEMACHER
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — If it seems like your taxes have been
going up, they probably have — at least at the state level.

State taxpayer burdens increased by an average of 41
percent from 1994 to 2004, according to newly released
data from the Census Bureau. Only one state, Alaska,
saw the amount it collects per person decline.

Even when the numbers are adjusted for inflation, the
individual tax burdens increase in 43 states.

Hawaiians last year paid the most to state government
— $3,050 per person on average. Texans paid the least —
an average of $1,368.

Rising education and Medicaid costs have fueled
spending growth, which has led to higher taxes, analysts
said.

“Medicaid has been the fastest growing program in
state budgets going back to 2000,” said Arturo Perez, a
fiscal analyst at the National Council of State
Legislatures.

Medicaid is the state-federal health insurance program
for the poor. In an effort to stem rising costs, Congress
passed legislation last week allowing states to charge
about 13 million Medicaid beneficiaries new or increased
co-payments and premiums.

The big range in state taxes reflects the variety of gov-
ernment revenue systems throughout the country. The
numbers do not include local taxes, which in many states
generate most of the money for schools. They also do not

include federal taxes.
Wyoming, Connecticut, Minnesota and Delaware

round out the top five states in tax receipts per person.
South Dakota, Colorado, New Hampshire and Alabama
round out the bottom five.

New Hampshire had the biggest increase from 1994 to
2004, with the state tax burden more than doubling. But
at $1,544 per person, it remained among the lowest in the
country.

Alaska, which gets much of it revenue from oil pro-
duction, saw its state tax receipts drop 1 percent, to
$2,035 per person. Oil revenue helped Alaska spend
$12,294 per person in 2004, far more than any other state.

States, on average, get nearly half their tax revenues
from sales taxes. They get a third from personal income
taxes and 5 percent from corporate income taxes.

Education is the biggest budget item, consuming an
average of 31 percent of state spending. Public welfare
comes in second at 24 percent. Highways account for 6
percent of state spending and police protection just 1 per-
cent.

Many states raised taxes early in the decade because of
budget shortfalls caused by the economic slowdown.
Many of those states now have budget surpluses, leading
some, including Hawaii, to debate tax cuts.

“Many states are having an unexpected surplus of rev-
enue, and that is because of economic growth,” said
Stephen Slivinski, director of budget studies at the Cato
Institute. “It’s mainly because their estimates on eco-
nomic growth were very low.” 

State tax burdens jump across the country
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AA OLYMPIC
Self Storage

Serving Santa Monica and West L.A.

2 Months FREE Rent 

+ FREE Lock
Call for details

OPEN 7 DAYS

(310)829-2525
3250 OLYMPIC BLVD. • www.selfstorage.net/aaolympic

Call About
FREE Truck
Rental Plan

SELF
STORAGE
MEMBER

“Over 25 years of bringing people home”

OUR UNIQUE FINANCING REFLECTS THE EVER CHANGING MARKET!

List & Lock:
We LOCK in a low rate for the buyer of your home, free of charge, for up to 6
months. Buyers never worry about rates going up for YOUR HOME.
Shop & Lock:
We LOCK in a low rate, free of charge, for the purchase of your new home for up
to 6 months. Shop without worry about missing today’s low interest rates.

ASK OUR AGENTS ABOUT OUR LIFETIME FREE CONCIERGE SERVICE FOR ALL OF OUR CLIENTS.

“ Southwestern Pueblo style home in Culver City.” Wood burning fireplace in living room . Large lot with over
6500 square feet. Custom fishpond and waterfall in beautifully themed front yard. Private front and rear yards. A
must to drive by.

3138 Reid Ave, Culver City

$765,000 Jim Davis 310/393-8491 ext 5#

Gorgeous 1927 fully furnished Wallace Neff 4bd/3ba home available for lease. Former home of 1930’s actor.
Situated right on the bluff for stunning ocean views from every room. Fabulous nautilus shape floor plan that’s
great for entertaining. Available monthly or by the year. Call for details.

6948 Vista del Mar Lane, Playa del Rey

$10,000/mo Jack Susser 310 393-8491 ext 4# 

Large 2 bedroom 2 bath apartment available for lease. Please call for details.

729 Windsor Blvd, Los Angeles

$1800/m Keren Acoca 310 261-4089

“Castello de Sapio.” Angelo de Sapio (renowned Italian architect) dream comes alive with the
creation of his luxury estate of glass, concrete and steel, currently under construction. Infinity
pool, gym, theater, & ocean views.

2060 Rambla Pacifico, Malibu

$22,000,000 Michael Nitzani or Jack Susser 310 801-5448 or 310 393-8491 ext 4#

Great 4 unit building on Westside.Good unit mix, (2) 2+1 and (2) 1+1 units.Low rents with great upside potential.Close
to beach, airport, freeways & Culver City schools. 2 garages are rented for additional income.

11411 W Washington Place, Palms/Mar Vista

$910,000 Chris Hrobak & Melissa Susser 310 393-8491 ext 13# 

BY MATT VOLZ
Associated Press Writer

JUNEAU, Alaska — It’s known as The
Last Frontier. But lately, Alaska is wor-
ried the rest of America sees it as the
Freeloading Frontier.

Gov. Frank Murkowski says it is time
for an image makeover. He wants the state
to hire a public relations firm to change
the perception of Alaska and its people as
greedy for federal dollars and all too will-
ing to plunder the environment for profit.

Ultimately, he wants to sway public
opinion in favor of opening the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge to oil drilling.

Most Alaska politicians favor drilling
in the refuge, which would fill the state’s
coffers like the trans-Alaska oil pipeline
has done for decades. But environmental-
ists have fought back for a quarter-centu-
ry, and in December the state was thwart-
ed again in Congress.

Alaska suffered another setback a few
months ago during the furor over $450 mil-
lion Congress appropriated for two “Bridges
to Nowhere” that became symbols of waste-
ful spending. Late-night comics mocked
Alaska, and a columnist at The Washington
Post jokingly recommended the United
States sell Alaska back to Russia.

In reaction, Murkowski announced
during his State of the State Address in
January a plan to counter misperceptions
about Alaska.

"Alaska does not just take. We give,
and we have the capacity to give much,
much more — if permitted to do so,” he
said.

Alaska is one of the top recipients of
federal largesse. In 2003, the latest year for
which figures are available, Alaska
received $1.89 in federal spending for
every $1 the state paid in taxes to
Washington, according to the Tax
Foundation, a nonpartisan research organi-
zation. The state ranked second, behind
New Mexico. Alaska ranked highest in per-
capita dollars received from the federal
government that year, the group reported.

At the same time, Alaska residents pay
no state income tax, and only a few cities
have a sales tax. In fact, every year, prac-
tically every man, woman and child in
Alaska receives a share of the state’s oil
wealth just for living here. Last year’s div-
idend check was for $845.76.

Ketchikan commercial fisherman Fred
Athorp, 68, recalled the remarks some
Florida lobstermen made to him a few
years ago. “They said, ‘We aren’t in
Alaska, where we drive down to our boats
in our Rolls-Royces,”’ Athorp said.
“There’s quite a few misconceptions.”

As for why Alaska gets so much money
from Washington, the congressional dele-
gation and state leaders say it is because
Alaska is a young state that lacks the
infrastructure and services the rest of the
nation has.

Critics say the real reason is that
Alaska’s congressional delegation, led by
former Senate Appropriations Committee
Chairman Sen. Ted Stevens and Rep. Don
Young, is remarkably adroit at bringing
home the pork.

John Katz, an aide to the governor, said
the public does not realize how much
Alaska — bought in 1867 for around 2
cents an acre by Abraham Lincoln’s sec-
retary of state, William Seward — con-
tributes in oil, gas, minerals and other
resources.

The North Slope pumped out an aver-
age of 916,000 barrels of oil a day last
year. Fishermen pulled 5.4 billion pounds
of fish from Alaska’s waters in 2004. The
state played host to 1.4 million tourists
that year. The Red Dog Mine is the largest
zinc mining operation in the world, and
gold mining is undergoing a resurgence.

“I think it’s a brilliant idea, a master
stroke on the part of the governor,” said
Rob Allyn, president of the Dallas public
relations firm Allyn & Co., which lists
heads of state and foreign political parties
among its clients. “The image problems
Alaska faces, and the global misconcep-
tions of Alaska, are as great today as when
Alaska was mislabeled Seward’s Folly.”

Alaska looking to change
its image as a freeloader 

BY DAN JOLING
Associated Press Writer

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — Firebreaks pro-
tecting homes were never part of the tradi-
tional culture in Huslia, an Athabascan vil-
lage on the Koyukuk River. But forest fires
are burning hotter and more frequently, and
the village has had to adapt, said William
Derendoff, 61, the traditional chief.

Derendoff and other village leaders told
of how climate change is hitting their rural
communities Tuesday at an Alaska Forum
on the Environment.

“These changes are going to impact
Native people probably more than any
other group,” said Larry Merculieff, an
Aleut who grew up in the Pribilof Islands
in the Bering Sea. “The villages have to
start thinking about it now.”

Some changes have been spectacular.
Edwin Weyiouanna of the Inupiat Eskimo vil-
lage of Shishmaref told how his entire com-
munity of 600, in the Chukchi Sea just north
of the Bering Strait, is being forced to move.

No longer protected by early winter sea
ice or ground that’s permanently frozen,

the barrier island community has been
pounded and eroded by storms. Villagers in
2002 voted to relocate to the mainland and
hope to obtain federal money to make the
move.

Changes at Huslia are more subtle. Hotter
summers have stressed area spruce forests,
making them susceptible to forest fires.

“A lot of the spruce trees are kind of
brown, not green,” Derendoff said. “When
we have a fire, it really goes.”

A 30-acre fire last summer threatened
the village. Though trees and brush were
cleared from around the landfill, a flame
from burning trash lit caribou moss and
fire spread to forest.

“Fortunately, we caught it in time,” he
said. 

Fire danger is not the only change.
As in Shishmaref, permafrost —

ground that stays below freezing for a min-
imum of two years — has melted and no
longer provides a barrier against Koyukuk
River erosion, Derendoff said.

Lakes that traditionally flooded with river
water no longer are doing so, Derendoff said,
changing where villagers fish.

Alaska villagers say climate change
is prompting communities to adapt
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BY AUDREY MCAVOY
Associated Press Writer

HICKAM AIR FORCE BASE, Hawaii — As
a commercial pilot, Mike Compton ferries
passengers around the islands for
Hawaiian Airlines. But when he dons a
Hawaii Air National Guard flight suit, he
flies cargo planes to Iraq.

The military will be tapping Air Guard
crew members like Compton, a colonel, as
it launches new partnerships integrating
the Air Guard and active duty Air Force.

Starting Wednesday, pilots from the
Hawaii Air National Guard and active
duty airmen will fly C-17 cargo planes
side-by-side. Guard maintenance crews
will fix the jets right next to their active
duty counterparts.

The arrangement — one of the first like
it in the nation — comes as the military
strives to squeeze the most out of its
defense budget by maximizing use of its
Air Guard. As the Pentagon spreads the
concept to other states, the way the two
sides integrate in Hawaii may serve as a
template for other Guard units around the
country.

“Our strengths of the active duty and
the Guard complement each other,” said
Compton, who is helping coordinate the
integration for the Guard.

The experiment will publicly launch
this week when the first of eight C-17 jets

assigned to Hickam Air Force Base
arrives from California. Two pilots — one
active duty and the other Hawaii Air
Guard — will fly the cargo plane to its
new home.

Commanders — both active duty and
Guard — agree that one of the chief ben-
efits of the sharing will be the extra staff
the Guard will provide the Air Force at a
low cost.

Compton says Air Guard crews require
about one-third the funds of active duty
troops because they have civilian jobs and
are not on a full-time military payroll.
Still, they fly and service planes for the
Air Force about five to seven days per
month and another two weeks each year.
And when the Air Force needs them for a
longer commitment, they can be sum-
moned for duty.

Also, many Guard pilots and mainte-
nance crews work for commercial airlines
and so have little trouble keeping their
skills up-to-date.

“With the Guard and reserve you get
quite a bit of capability for a fairly cheap
price,” said Col. William J. Changose, the
commander of the active duty 15th Airlift
Wing at Hickam. “Day-to-day the U.S.
taxpayer is paying almost nothing, but
when I need them, we can call them up.”

The two sides already have started inte-
grating at Hickam.

Maintenance crews from the two units

have set up shop inside the same building
so they can work seamlessly. When the C-
17s arrive, the active airmen and Guard
will share the planes, hangers, and a high-
tech C-17 flight simulator.

Airmen from the Air Force and the Guard
also have a common dining room, Compton
said, “because people who eat together, drink
together, work together better.”

Brig. Gen. Peter S. Pawling, comman-
der of the Hawaii Air National Guard’s
154th Wing, said he doesn’t expect his
airmen to have to commit more time to
their Guard duties when they join up with
Changose’s 15th Airlift Wing.

He noted Guardsmen and women are
juggling their military service with their
regular lives as mothers, fathers and their
civilian jobs as school teachers, firefight-
ers, and commercial pilots.

"We have to be careful how we balance
that out,” Pawling said.

Other active duty-Air Guard combina-
tions already have been cropping up
around the nation.

The Virginia Air National Guard began
jointly flying and maintaining a fleet of F-
22 Raptor fighter jets with active duty air-
men late last year at Langley Air Force
Base in Virginia.

In Vermont, active duty military
mechanics have joined a Vermont Air
National Guard fighter wing.

James Carafano, senior fellow at the

Heritage Foundation, a Washington, D.C.
think tank, said the setup gives the Air
Force greater flexibility and would likely
improve the service’s readiness for con-
tingencies.

“When you go on the battlefield,
nobody asks to say, ‘Hey are you active or
reserve or Guard or whatever?"’ Carafano
said. “You want that kind of seamless
integration. And so the more you have that
in peacetime, the more effective it is in
wartime as well.” 

Air Guard, active airmen take to skies together
Guard, regular military
working hand-in-hand
By The Associated Press

TEAMING UP: National Guard units
and the regular military are working
together in the homeland as well as on
foreign battlefields.

THE LATEST MATCH: Starting this
week, the Hawaii Air National Guard
will fly and maintain newly based C-
17 cargo planes alongside active duty
airmen.

IT’S ALREADY WORKING: The
Virginia Air National Guard flies and
maintains F-22 Raptors with active
duty airmen, and Air Force mechanics
work with a Guard unit in Vermont. 
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By The Associated Press

KINGSTON, Jamaica — The house where
Bob Marley once lived has been designated a
protected national heritage site by the Jamaican
government.

An official ceremony to mark the designa-
tion took place Tuesday at the home, now a
museum that showcases the recording studio
Marley built as well as memorabilia that once
belonged to the reggae superstar.

“This ensures that for future generations
nothing will be changed without the consent of
the National Heritage Trust. It will always look
as it did when Bob was here,” Jacqueline
Lynch-Stewart, manager at the museum, said
Wednesday.

A plaque marking the occasion was unveiled
by Marley’s daughter Stephanie and govern-
ment officials. It bears the words, “One good
thing about music, when it hits you feel no
pain,” taken from the singer’s hit song
“Trenchtown Rock.”

Marley, who died in 1981 at age 36, is wide-
ly credited with introducing reggae music to an
international audience in the 1970s.

He was born in rural St. Ann parish, but spent
much of his formative years in the Kingston
ghetto of Trench Town. He moved to the
upscale house once owned by Island Records
founder Chris Blackwell in the early 1970s.

Marley rarely lived in the wooden house
after he was shot there during rehearsals for a
concert in December 1976.

Lynch-Stewart says 20,000 people annually
visit the museum, which opened in May 1986. 

LONDON — Pete Doherty, the troubled for-
mer boyfriend of Kate Moss, has been sen-
tenced to 12 months of community service for
possessing drugs.

Doherty, 26-year-old front man of the group
Babyshambles, had earlier pleaded guilty to the
charges.

He spoke only to confirm his name and
address, and appeared disoriented during the
hearing Wednesday at Ealing Magistrates’
Court in west London, glancing frequently
toward supporters in the public gallery. They
burst into applause when it became clear
Doherty would not be going to jail.

Judge Ann McLaughlin warned Doherty
that if he broke the drug rehabilitation require-
ment of his community service order he would
be brought back before the court and might go
to jail.

The maximum sentence for possession of
Class A drugs such as heroin and cocaine is
seven years in prison.

She ordered Doherty to submit to a drug test
each month and told him to return to Thames
Magistrates’ Court on March 8 for a review of
the order.

Prosecutor Bryony Derbyshire had told the
court Doherty was stopped by police in London
on Nov. 30, and heroin and cocaine were found
in his car.

He was stopped again four days later, when
police found heroin, morphine, crack cocaine
and marijuana in his car.

Doherty was again stopped by police in
London on Jan. 26, when he was found to be
carrying heroin. He pleaded guilty at three ear-
lier hearings to seven counts of drug possession
in relation to these incidents.

Doherty’s lawyer, Sean Curran, had argued
against a jail sentence.

“He is only a harm to himself, and the real
shame here would be if he did not receive the
treatment he needs,” Curran said.

Moss, 31, lost modeling contracts with
H&M, Burberry and Chanel last year after the
Daily Mirror tabloid published pictures of her
allegedly using cocaine in a west London music
studio where Doherty, then her boyfriend, was
recording with his group Babyshambles.

She later went into a rehabilitation clinic in
Arizona and has since resumed her modeling
career.

LONDON — Two-time Oscar nominee Ralph
Fiennes and longtime partner Francesca Annis
have separated, lawyers for the actress said.

The announcement came after the Mail on
Sunday newspaper reported that Fiennes had
had an affair with a Romanian singer.

“Ms. Annis confirms today that she and
Ralph Fiennes are to separate,” said a statement
issued Tuesday by her law firm, Schillings.

Fiennes, 43, and Annis, 61, met while star-
ring in a 1995 stage production of “Hamlet,” in
which Fiennes played the title role and Annis

played his mother. Fiennes was married to
actress Alex Kingston at the time, while Annis
had three children with photographer Patrick
Wiseman.

Schillings said Annis had begun legal action
against The Daily Mail newspaper for defama-
tion and invasion of privacy over a story claim-
ing she had forgiven Fiennes for his affair.

Fiennes, nominated for Academy Awards
for his roles in “Schindler’s List” and “The
English Patient,” played the evil Lord
Voldemort in “Harry Potter and the Goblet of
Fire.” He is among the stars in “The Constant
Gardener.”

Annis’ screen credits include roles in
“Dune” and “The Libertine.”

LONDON — A British music studio said it
had bought Air Studios, the recording facility
founded by Beatles producer George Martin.

Richard Boote, owner of Strongroom
recording studios, said Wednesday he had
bought the converted London church from
Chrysalis Group PLC and Pioneer GB Limited.

Strongroom said the studio changed hands
in a multimillion dollar deal, but did not dis-
close the price.

In a statement, Boote said he planned to
keep Air Studios operating under its existing
name. He said the purchase “will not only
ensure the survival of two of the greatest
recording facilities in Europe, but also enhance
the offerings of both studios.”

Martin, 80, said he was “very happy that we
are now associated with Strongroom, a compa-
ny that shares our ideals and our dedication to
recording high quality music.”

“I am confident that Richard will continue to
promote and develop Air as a world-class
recording facility,” Martin said in a statement.

Martin, who produced the records that pro-
pelled The Beatles to fame in the 1960s, found-
ed Air Studios in central London in 1969. It
later relocated to its present home, a converted
Victorian church in the fashionable Hampstead
neighborhood.

Former Beatle Paul McCartney recorded
tracks for his recent album, “Chaos and
Creation in the Backyard,” there, joining a list
of clients that includes U2, Robbie Williams,
George Michael and Coldplay.

Broadway Loews Cineplex
1441 3rd Street
(310) 458-1506

The Matador
2:15pm 5pm 7:45pm 10pm
Something New
1pm 3:15pm 5:30pm 8pm 10:15pm
Transamerica
1:30pm 4pm 7pm 9:45pm
Walk the Line
1:45pm 4:30pm 7:30pm 10:30pm

Mann’s Criterion Theatres
1313 3rd Street
(310) 395-1599

Big Momma’s House 2 
11:30am 2pm 4:40pm 7:20pm 9:50pm
Hoodwinked
12:20pm 2:30pm 4:30pm 6:50pm 9pm
Last Holiday
11:40am 2:20pm 5pm 7:40pm 10:30pm
Munich
11:20am 2:50pm 6:30pm 10pm
When a Stranger Calls
12:40pm 3pm 5:20pm 7:50pm 10:20pm

AMC 7 Santa Monica
1310 3rd Street
(310) 289-4AMC

Annapolis 
2:20pm 5pm 7:40pm 10:20pm
Capote
4:40pm
The Chronicles of Narnia
1pm 4pm 7pm 10:05pm
Glory Road
1:30pm 4:20pm 7:10pm 9:50pm
Nanny McPhee
1:50pm 4:30pm 7:05pm 9:35pm
The New World
1:10pm 4:10pm 7:15pm 10:15pm
Syriana
1:40pm 7:20pm 10:10pm
Underworld: Evolution
2pm 4:50pm 7:30pm 10pm 

Nu-Wilshire Theatre
1314 Wilshire Blvd
(310) 394-8099

Brokeback Mountain
12:15pm 3:45pm 7pm 10pm
Imagine Me & You
1 pm 4:10pm 7:20pm 9:55pm

Laemmle Monica Theatre
1332 2nd Street
(310) 394-9741

Good Night, and Good Luck
1:15pm 3:30pm 5:45pm 8pm 10:15pm
Match Point
1:10pm 4:05pm 7pm 9:55pm
The Three Burials of Melquiades Estrada 
1:40pm  4:25pm 7:10pm  10:05pm
Why We Fight
1:55pm 4:40pm 7:20pm 9:50pm

M O V I E G U I D E
S H O W T I M E S  F O R  J A N U A R Y  2 4 ,  2 0 0 6

In 1870, the U.S. Weather Bureau was
established. 
In 1942, daylight-saving “War Time”
went into effect in the United States,
with clocks turned one hour forward. 
In 1950, in a speech in Wheeling,
W.Va., Sen. Joseph McCarthy, R-Wis.,
charged the State Department was
riddled with Communists. 
In 1964, The Beatles made their first
live American television appearance
on “The Ed Sullivan Show” on CBS. 
In 1971, the Apollo 14 spacecraft
returned to Earth after man’s third
landing on the moon. 
In 1984, Soviet leader Yuri V.
Andropov died at age 69, less than 15
months after succeeding Leonid
Brezhnev; he was succeeded by
Konstantin U. Chernenko. 
In 2002, Britain’s Princess Margaret
died in London at age 71. 
Ten years ago: In Fort Lauderdale,
Fla., a former member of the city’s
beach detail shot and killed five former
co-workers before killing himself. A
collision of rush-hour commuter trains
in Secaucus, N.J., claimed the lives of
both engineers and a passenger. The
Irish Republican Army ended its
cease-fire with a truck bombing in
London that killed two and injured 37. 
Five years ago: A U.S. Navy subma-
rine collided with a Japanese fishing
boat off the Hawaiian coast, killing
nine men and boys aboard the boat. 
One year ago: Hewlett-Packard chief
executive Carly Fiorina was forced out
by board members, ending her nearly
six-year reign. 

MORE TODAY IN HISTORY

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

Questions or comments? Email calendar@smdp.com
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Roots, rock, reggae: Marley house
designated as National Heritage site
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Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

Garfield® By Jim Davis

Speed Bump® By Dave Coverly

T

F
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310.393.2727
928.222.9992
Bruce@Architects-Engineers.net

B r u c e Ru dman

A r c h i t e c t s + E n g i n e e r s

27 years of professional expertise in
office, residential, food service,
retail, healthcare and telecom.  Our
team manages all aspects from
creative concepts, acurate docu-
mentation, expedited plan
checks and construction man-
agement.  Renovation and
new construction projects
using traditional architec-
ture through full turn-key
development.  Always,
open communication
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Employment
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT:
Reef Hot Spot delivers aquarium fish
via mail order to domestic
customers. The applicant needs to be
proficient with Windows operating
system and generally comfortable
learning new software.
Responsibilities include filing, catalog
maintenance, phone, shipment
management and customer service.
Please fax salary and resume to 310-
478-4718. Call 310-478-4707.

ADMINISTRATIVE/RECEPTIONIST
POSITION busy and growing SM
dental practice needs top notch, very
reliable, friendly, punctual and
organized receptionist to join the
team. Basic computer knowledge,
pleasant telephone voice, with good
grammar required. Great career
opportunity. $9-$12/hr to start DOE
Fax resume to (310)393-4132

ASST MGR, RETAIL 
Put your love of travel & your friendly
personality to work for the industry
leader in travel supplies.  We carry
unique, high-quality travel products
that you’ll love to sell.  Competitive
$s.  Retail management exp, travel &
some foreign languages a +.    Fax
resume to 805-568-5406 or e-mail
hr@magellans.com.

AMERICA’S LEADING SOURCE OF
TRAVEL SUPPLIES

www.magellans.com

CAHSIER ORDER taker/ chef, full-time
or part-time. Must speak English and
have experience. Please call
(310) 985-0080

CLERICAL ASSISTANT wanted.
Sending out tapes, press kits, etc.
errands, answering email, must have
own transportation and mobile phone.
starting $15 per hour. Call (818) 789-
2219

FIT FEMALE MODEL WANTED FOR
FIGURE DRAWING BY ARTIST. No
experience necessary call. (818) 501-
0266

FT ADMIN Assistant 
Private school in SM seeking FT
Admin Assistant. Must be bilingual in
Spanish. Hours 7-4pm. Prior
customer service exp & computer
skills needed. Fax resume to
(310) 828-5636 or mail to:
School/Attn:HR 2118 Wilshire Blvd.
#454, SM, CA 90403.

FULL TIME receptionist/
administrative assistant.
Competitive pay and benefits.
Immediate opening. Lexus Pre-
Owned Santa Monica (310) 319-
1661. Ask for Alan.

GOLD IS HOT!
$100K in 2006
Merit Financial, a 20 year company
based in Santa Monica, is seeking
accomplished, motivated sales execs
for an above average income.
Candidate should have extensive
successful sales background. Leads
from TV, radio, email.
Call Peter-310-394-7577

Employment
INTERIOR SYSTEMS Inc.

Open House Job Fair 
February 15th-2pm to 7pm

Many opportunities available:
Project Managers, Customer Service
Reps, Estimators, New Product
Development Project Coordinator
and Designers!!
Join us at: 225 Santa Monica Blvd.,
6th floor, Santa Monica, CA 90401.
Will provide on the spot interviews
so bring your resumes!
Please visit www.isiamerica.com for
job and benefits information. 
Resumes can also be emailed to
HR@isiamerica.com.

NAZARETH HOUSE, a Long Term Care
Facility in West LA has an opening for
part-time RN or LVN for day and
evening shifts. To apply send resume
to mbrody@nazarethhousela.org or
call Sister Margaret at (310)839-2361

OFFICE ASSISTANT P/T 20hrs.
(310) 998-8305 ext 94

PART TIME retail sales/manager
position available immediately. Santa
Monica. $10/hr. Retail
experience/computer literate
preferred. Call (310) 828-6500

PT RECEPTIONIST
Private school in SM seeking pt
receptionist. Hours 1-5pm. Strong
communication skills a must. Fax
resume to (310) 828-5636 or mail to: 
School/Attn: HR 2118 Wilshire Blvd.
#454, SM, CA 90403

SALES
SALES of cruise and tour packages.
39 Year Old National Tour Company.
Paid training, flex 30 hrs/ week. Some
weekends required. Base + comm. No
cold calls. $40,000 possible for top
closers. Near LAX (310) 649-7171.

SANTA MONICA based
CIVIL/STRUCTURAL engineering
company is interested in hiring an
experienced AutoCad manager.
Experience in AutoCad essential,
knowledge of civil 3D a plus. Small
friendly flexible office environment.
Full time position with great benefits,
(401k, health, dental). Email resume
and salary requirements to
Robbie@terracosta.com

SEEKING DEPENDABLE, safe,
experienced truck driver "Standard
Class C license acceptable" to deliver
construction product from busy
Westside firm to clients. Call Kristen
at (310) 478-3667.

For Sale
ORLANDO/DISNEY area 7/6 night stay.
Paid $600. Sell for $199. Good for one
year. (310) 201-1239.

SPA/HOT TUB 2006 Model. Neck Jets.
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used.
Can deliver. Worth $5750, sell for
$1750 (310) 479-3054

Pets
TINY YORKIE puppies, male & female,
toy/t-cup size available, shots &
dewormed, registered with CKC or
AKC, health guarantee, home raised
and very loving & sweet, for more
info please click on
www.worldkennelusa.com or call
Kelly at (323) 823-1803/ (661) 675-
6371

Employment Wanted
CLEANING YOUR home. Sparkling
clean with personal care (by only me)
other services offered; errands,
cooking, etc. References. (310) 735-
3377

EXPERIENCED HOUSEKEEPER:
Looking for work full-time/part-time
or weekends. Pet friendly. References.
(310)736-0455

SENIOR MAN caregiver; pet friendly,
car, cell phone, available at any hour.
Dependable, thoughtful, trust Jack
(310)717-4866

For Rent

RENTERS: Stop paying your
landlords mortgage. Affordable
housing in Los Angeles.
Free Reports
Free recorded message.
1-800-969-8257 #4001
www.LARenters.net

501 N. Venice single unit 5 and 10,
$950. Stove, fridge, carpets, blinds,
laundry, no pets, utilities included.
(310) 574-6767 jkwproperties.com

9849 TABOR St. Unit 4, Palms, 1+1.
$950/mo. $200 off move-in. Stove,
fridge, carpets, blinds, balcony,
parking, no pets. (310)578-7512
www.jkwproperties.com

BEL AIR House: 11797 Bellagio Rd.
2+21/2, $4650/mo. Stove, blinds,
carpets, hardwood floors, washer-
dryer hookups, fireplace, walk-in
pantry, sunroom, large unique
gardens, garage parking, no pets.
(310)578-7512
www.jkwproperties.com 
Open house Sat-Sun 2pm-5pm

BEST
RENTALS

ELLY NESIS CO. INC
(310) 396-4443

ellynesis.com

SANTA MONICA Prime Ocean Park,
starts $3000.00. Spectacular 3+2,
2+1, 6 blocks to the beach. New
hardwood floors, central air/heat,
gourmet kitchen, luxurious
bathrooms, organized closets, Zen
garden, garages and more.
Call 310-907-6946 for showings.
Open house each Sunday 12:00-5:00
PM.

WLA $1650/MO LARGE TWO
BEDROOM UPPER on Barrington near
National. Very spacious, large closets,
crown moldings, carpets, gas range,
fridge available, closed garage.
Charming older building in popular
WLA area-walk to Whole Foods and
Starbucks. Owner: (310)828-4481
9am-6pm or (310)993-0414 after
6pm.

For Rent

Rentals available
No Pets Allowed

SANTA MONICA
828 6th St. $2200
Lower 2 bed, 1 _ bath, new gran-
ite counters new appliances, new
Pergo floors,
Near Montana Ave

1501 Washington  $1750
Lower 2 bed, fridge & stove,
Private garage, balcony

817 Hill   $1850
Lower 2 bed, 1 _ bath, new car-
pet, linoleum Blinds, & dishwash-
er, gated entry

WESTSIDE
11905 Avon Way, Mar Vista, $1095
Upper 1 bed, new carpet, new
kitchen & bath linoleum, gated
entry & parking,

1752 Federal, West LA, $1295
Upper 1 bed, remodeled building,
New carpet, dishwasher, balcony

21 S. Venice Blvd, Venice, $1400-$1450
Lower & upper 1 bedrms, steps
to beach, Fridge, stove, & parking

1152 Venice Blvd., Venice, $1600
Upper 1 bed, complete remodel,
top of the line appliances, cabi-
nets, & fixtures

12258 Montana, BW, $2300
2 bed, 1 _ bath, new granite
counters, New carpet, gated entry
& parking

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

FFORR MOREE LISTINGSS GOO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company. 
2111 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA
90403.

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310) 869-7901

Most buildings are pet friendly!

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR
COMPLETE LISTINGS AT:

www.howardmanagement.com

SANTA MONICA $1300/mo
2bdrm/1Bath. Carpet floors, upper
corner, parking , stove no pets
(310)395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1695/mo
2bdrm/2bath, Carpet floors, laundry,
stove, dishwasher, yard, balcony,
patio. (310)395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $2485/mo
3bdrm/2.5bath North of Wilshire,
parking, laundry, dishwasher,
hardwood floors (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

For Rent
SANTA MONICA $825/mo
Bachelor/1Bath, hardwood floors,
pool, laundry, refrigerator, yard, walk-
in closet. (310) 395-RENT.
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1100/mo
1bdrm/1bath, no pets,carpets, upper,
laundry, refrigerator, paid utilities,
patio. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1100/mo
1bdrm/1bath; Hardwood floors,
laundry, refrigerator, stove, controlled
access building, a/c. (310)395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1325/mo
2bdrm/1Bath. Garden building. No
pets, new carpets, upper front, yard.
( 3 1 0 ) 3 9 5 - R E N T
www.westsiderentals.com

Santa Monica $1750/mo
2bdrm/2Bath. Upper, parking, laundry,
stove, balcony, Ten blocks from
ocean. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $2100/mo
3bdrm/2Bath, new carpets, upper, 2-
car subterranean parking, laundry,
dishwasher, balcony. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $850/mo
Studio/1Bath. Hardwood floors,
laundry, refrigerator, stove, yard,
sunny, fresh paint. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Blvd./Centinela.
1bdrm 12*15, den, 12*6, full bath,
hardwood floors, private entry. $900.
(310) 828-6931 Negotiable

SANTA MONICA, North of Wilshire,
$1650/mo 2bdrm/2bath Upper;
balcony, carpet, stove, refrigerator,
new blinds, laundry, parking, no pets
(310)456-5659

SANTA MONICA, North of Wilshire,
$950/mo 1bdrm/1bath. Lower, carpet,
stove, refrigerator, laundry, blinds,
parking, no pets. (310) 456-5659

SENIORS- AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Live in a BEAUTIFUL

apt/suite in Beverly/Fairfax or
Santa Monica: Starting at $400/month

(323) 650-7988

SINGLE WITH loft, 9th and Wilshire SM
$1400/month. Security gate
(310) 923-8521. (two available).

VENICE BEACH 1 bd, 1 ba w/ocean
view, hardwood floors, 1/2 block from
beach on quiet walk street. Bright and
tranquil w/ fresh paint, new blinds. 1
year lease, no pets. $1500.
(310) 396-4443 x 2002 ellynesis.com

VENICE, BEAUTIFUL 2 bedroom
apartment close to Beach and Venice
commercial centers. Very spacious
unit with lots of light. 1 year lease. No
pets. $1800. (310) 396-4443 x 2002
ellynesis.com

VENICE, LARGE Venice beach
apartment with a quiet courtyard and
swimming pool, 4 blocks to the
beach. Gated, private parking, laundry
room, Available first week of March. 1
year lease. No pets. $1295.
(310) 396-4443 x 2002 ellynesis.com

VENICE, MDR ADJACENT. 2+2,
building with gated, subterranean
parking, quiet neighborhood with
courtyard area & laundry room. 1 year
lease, No pets. $1745. (310) 396-
4443 x 2002 ellynesis.com

VENICE, NEW storage unit in Venice
Beach, 10’x14;. Great for business
storage or personal extras, only $225!
(310) 396-4443 x2002 ellynesis.com

VENICE: GARAGE, space, in a two car
garage for storage vehicle only. 
25 19th Ave. $175.00/mo (310) 578-
7512 www.jkwproperties.com

WLA/PALMS $1285/MO. Spacious 2
bedroom lower. Best Palms area on

For Rent
Keystone near Palms Blvd. Ample
closets, appliances, well kept nicely
landscaped bldg. Owner (310)828-
4481 9am-6pm or (310)993-0414
after 6pm.

FREE HOUSING
SERVICE
c Need a little extra income?
c Need help around the house?

We help match seniors with other
seniors or mid-age/younger people.

(323) 650-7988
Monday-Friday 9:00am-5:00pm

Alternative Living for the Aging
A Non-Profit of 26 years

Commercial Lease
SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. Very
charming building, small offices.
Between $700/mo & $1200/mo.
Includes utilities & cleaning.
(310) 614-6462

SANTA MONICA
2 offices- 1 w/balcony, some ocean
view + work station. Great location!
Lessor is motivated. Incentives
offered. Available NOW. (310) 418-
4679

SANTA MONICA. Medical Building, 9th
and Wilshire. 2500 square feet, fourth
floor, patio. Also third floor, 2400
square feet, can reduce to two 1200
square ft. offices (must see). Dual
elevators, 3 levels of underground
parking. Will construct two specs
upon acceptable lease. (310) 923-
8521 or (310) 260-2619.

SANTA MONICA: 320 Wilshire at Third
Street Promenade. approx. 100 sqft
office space. $500. Available now!
(310) 576-3433

SM. OFFICE or Gym, 2422 Wilshire
Blvd. 1000sf, $1800mo, free parking.
PAR Commercial (310) 395-
2663 x101

VENICE, INCREDIBLE Campus Entire
Property  inc. office, garden and
parking areas! Historical 1919
Craftsman house which was torn
down in 2005 and rebuilt from the
foundation up. Everything is first class
and authentic. The space has wood
ceilings, brand new antique style
moldings, windows, electrical,
plumbing, ethernet, communication,
DVR with cameras, gated parking,
storage basement, central AC & Heat,
incredible gardens, 60+’ of Lincoln
frontage, lots of street parking on San
Miguel. 
853 Lincoln Bl. $6,500 NNN
(310) 396-4443 x 2006.

Real Estate

FIXER UPPPERS
Bargains

Call for a free list
Free recorded message.
1-800-969-8257 ID #4548
www.LaFixerUppers.net

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
� Call us today at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737
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Real Estate

PAC
WEST
MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd in Santa Monica

1-888-FOR-LOAN

310 392-9223

NEW CONFORMING

LOAN AMOUNTS
1 Unit $417,000

2 Units $533,850

3 Units $645,300

3 Units $645,300

4 Units $801,950

ROB

SCHULTZ
BROKER

LICENSED CALIFORNIA

BROKER #01218743

VERY AGGRESSIVE

RATES
TIME FOR A 30

YEAR FIXED?

RATES AS LOW AS 6%

30 YEAR FIXED 6.75%

10 YEAR/1 ARM 5.75%

7 YEAR/1 ARM 5.625%

5 YEAR/1 ARM 5.5%**

3 YEAR/1 ARM 5.5%**

1 YEAR/1 ARM 5.375%

6 MO./6 MO. ARM 3.375%

1 MO./1 MO. ARM 1.0%*

*Rates subject to change

* As of January 11, 2006

** Denotes an interest only loan

CREDIT REPAIR EXPERTS
Permanently Remove Late Payments,
Bankruptcies, Collection
Accounts & Evictions. Free Phone
Consultation: (888) 239-9001

Vehicles for sale
‘00 CARRERA $45,983

Cab, H/Top, 18K Miles, Tip
(45653290)

(800) 784-6251
www.wisimonson.com

‘04 GR CHER OVERLAND
LTD $27,995 23Kmi,
Lexus Cert 3YR/100K. 

Ends 2/7 (285110)
(800) 406-7782

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘94 ES300 Only 65Kmi
$10,995 Leather,
Moonroof, Perfect. 
Ends 2/7 (031897)

(800) 406-7782
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘99 EXPLORER SPORT
$8,995. 2DR, Blk/Tan,
49Kmi, Auto, Loaded!

Ends 2/7 (892805)
(800) 406-7782

LEXUS SANTA MONICA    
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘00 HONDA CRV
$9,988

Auto, A/C, Power Package
(042650)

(800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

‘00 LEXUS GS 400 $19,995
V8, Nakamichi Audio,

Leather, Moonrf (0025112)
GRAND OPENING

(866) 925-3333
MITSUBISHI SANTA MONICA

‘00 PASSAT GLS 4Mtn
$12,995 Sedan, AWD,

Loaded! (E230648)
GRAND OPENING
(866) 925-3333

MITSUBISHI SANTA MONICA

‘01 ACURA MDX
Touring Pkg. $22,988

Leather, Moonroof, Alloys
(515277)

(800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

‘01 BEETLE GLX 
Only $11,995

Low Mileage, Leather,
Loaded, PRICED TO SELL
(402938) 866-VW DEALS

Volkswagen Santa Monica

‘01 RX300 AWD $15,995
Lthr, Mnrf, CDChnger,

Very Clean
Ends 2/7 (169405)

(800) 406-7782
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘01 S500 $37,982
Silver/Ash 

(1A219725)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

‘02 BEETLE GLS
$15,995

Silver over Gray, Lthr, Low
Miles, Loaded, 5/R, Alloys
(416881) 866-VW DEALS

Volkswagen Santa Monica

‘02 C230 CPE $17,981
Blue/Gray Certified

(2A364899)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

‘02 EUROVAN MV $31,995 
Weekender Mode w/Pop
Top, Super Low Miles,

Auto, MINT! 1st Time Avail
Sat 2/4/06 (045786) 866-

VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa Monica

‘02 TOYOTA 4RUNNER
$14,988

SRS, Certified, White
(227662)

(800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

Vehicles for sale
‘02 TOYOTA COROLLA

$9,988
Sport, Silver

(586027)
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

‘02 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
$12,988

SRS, PwrPkg, Alloys, 
Cass, CD (024159)

(800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

‘02 TOYOTA PRIUS 
HYBRID $19,988

Gas/Electric, 37K Miles,
Certified (048893)
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

‘03 BMW 325I
$26,988

12K Miles, Black/Black
Leather (042650)
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

‘03 CLKS5 $47,981
Black/Black, CD, Chromes

(3F051379)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

‘03 CTS . . . $22,981
Black/Black, Pristine

(137875)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

‘03 JETTA GLi VR6
$16,995

Rear Car! Moon, 
CD, Wheels 

(061624) 866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa Monica

‘03 JETTA GLS 2.0L
$17,795 Black/Grey

Leather, Beauty, Super
Low Mileage, Auto

(015276) 866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa Monica

‘03 LANCER EVOLUTION
$25,995

Turbo, Ld’d, Low 
32K Miles (U12411)

GRAND OPENING
(866) 925-3333

MITSUBISHI SANTA MONICA

‘03 M3 Convertible
$40,984

Pewter/Ash (3PK02785)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

‘03 MBZ ML320
$24,988

Black/Black Lthr, Beauty
(390095)

(800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

‘03 R.R. 4.6HSE $49,983
Black/Tan, Navigation

(3A123568)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

‘03 SAAB 9-3 SE
$24,988

Conv’t. Turbo, Leather,
20K Miles (005778)

(800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

Vehicles for sale
‘04 A4 3.0 V6 $28,895
Mint, Ultra Sport, Low

Miles, Super, Must See 
(136221) 866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa Monica

‘04 BEETLE Convertible
$22,675 1.8 Turbo, Under
8K Miles! CD-6, Leather,

Perfect Car!(302854) 
866-VW DEALS

Volkswagen Santa Monica

‘04 CAYENNE $46,981
White/Tan, Tip

(4LA65825)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

‘04 NISSAN SENTRA
$10,995

Auto, Compact Disc, Dual
Front Air Bags (837989)

GRAND OPENING
(866) 925-3333

MITSUBISHI SANTA MONICA

‘04 COROLLA LE Ld’d
$13,795

Auto, Like New, 
Lomi, PwrPkg, 

(208737) 866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa Monica

‘04 TOUAREG V6 
$32,795

Certified, Leather, 
Loaded, Low Miles

(008773) 866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa Monica

‘04 VOLKSWAGEN R32
$28,995

AWD, Leather, Moonroof,
Alloy Wheels (130632)

GRAND OPENING
(866) 925-3333

MITSUBISHI SANTA MONICA

‘05 325I Sdn $33,981
Black/ Black, Spt Prem

(3KP92844)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

‘05 Z4 3.0 $37,981
Bronze/Tan, Navigation

(5LU16181)
(800) 784-6251

www.wisimonson.com

‘06 RX400H HYBRID
4x4, 3Kmi, Navi, 
Bluetooth, Dual

Headrest, rear ent 
Ends 2/7 (010582)

(800) 406-7782
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘95 SC400 $7,995
Sport Coupe, Loaded

(045528)
GRAND OPENING
(866) 925-3333

MITSUBISHI SANTA MONICA

‘97 JETTA ONLY $7,995
Super Lo Mi, 

Great Condition 
(084464) 866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa Monica

‘98 ES300 Only 62Kmi,
$14,995 Lthr, Moonroof,

CD, DirServiced
Ends 2/7 (039357)

(800) 406-7782
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘98 ML320 MUST SEE!
$14,995 Leather, Loaded!

Ends 2/7 (043164)
(800) 406-7782

LEXUS SANTA MONICA    
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘99 4RUNNER LIMITED
$13,995 Leather, Mnrf,
CD, 1 Owner Ends 2/7

(101272) (800) 406-7782
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘99 CHRYSLER TOWN &
COUNTRY TD $10,988

Leather, DualAC,
ChromeWhls (582892)

(800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

Vehicles for sale
99 S281 WAGON $17,995
Blk/Blk, Prem Pkg, Ld’d,

57Kmi Ends 2/7 (V62111)
(800) 406-7782

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘99 S80 Only 59Kmi
$10,995 Leather,

Moonroof, CD,Ends 2/7
(021589) (800) 406-7782

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

All makes & models, all cars
considered. We come to you and handle

all paper work. Friendly professional buyer.

Please call now! (310) 995-5898

$$ CASH FOR CARS $$

00 LEXUS LX 470
Sports Utility 4DR 4x4, Loaded

including navigation system,

Sirus Radio - rear seats 

intertainment system.

Low mileage, 1 owner

LIC: 4NET300 $29,550

96 DODGE GRAND
CARAVAN ES

Loaded, Leather & All 

VIN: 433524  $4,750

00 FORD TAURUS
4DR, Fully Equipped,

Loaded with Extras

LIC: 4JNK967  $4,950

94 LEXUS SC 400
2DR, Loaded, Dark Blue 

LIC: 3FHR164  $7,950

01 DODGE 
15 PASSENGER WAGON

All the Extras Plus 

Rear Passenger Air 

VIN: 543782  $8,950

CClaudee Short
Autoo Saless Dealer

(310)) 395-3712
We pay $500-$7,000
Cash for cars/trucks. Running or not

Fast, polite service for 31 years

Call 310/736-5007 7 DAYS

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your
body, mind, spirit.  Therapeutic,
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy
balancing. Strictly non-sexual.
Introductory specials from
$50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T. (310) 749-
0621

MASSAGE
7 3 2 6  S M  B L V D .
3 2 3 - 5 1 2 - 3 8 8 8

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and
tender relaxing body work by mature
Europen. Very Professional, Sonja
(310) 397-0433.

THE BLIND masseur licensed and
certified in the art of Swedish
massage. Santa Monica, CA. Ocean
Park area. Call Malibu Mike
(310) 396-0191.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE
Remove muscle pain

Restore range of motion 
Feel younger in 2006

310-930-5884
www.nydoo.com/massage

Personals
A MAN seeking a woman. Male 25
honest, hard working, outgoing,
looking for a female:lady between 20-
29 with similar characteristics.
(310) 402-4437

��
Talk to a Model 24hrs.

310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222

$10–17 for 15 min.
ATM/CC/Checks by phone

www.USLove.com

Notices
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF
DOUGLAS C. MacBAIN
Case No. BP096440

To all heirs,
beneficiaries, creditors, contingent
creditors, and persons who may
otherwise be interested in the will or
estate, or both, of DOUGLAS C.
MacBAIN

A PETITION FOR
PROBATE has been filed by Robert
C. MacBain in the Superior Court of
California, County of LOS
ANGELES.

THE PETITION FOR
PROBATE requests that Robert C.
MacBain be appointed as personal
representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.

THE PETITION requests
authority to administer the estate
under the Independent
Administration of Estates Act. (This
authority will allow the personal
representative to take many actions
without obtaining court approval.
Before taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to
give notice to interested persons
unless they have waived notice or
consented to the proposed action.)
The independent administration
authority will be granted unless an
interested person files an objection
to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not
grant the authority.

A HEARING on the
petition will be held on February 23,
2006 at 8:30 AM in Dept. No. 5
located at 111 N. Hill St., Los
Angeles, CA 90012.

IF YOU OBJECT to the
granting of the petition, you should
appear at the hearing and state your
objections or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in person
or by your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A
CREDITOR or a contingent creditor
of the deceased, you must file your
claim with the court and mail a copy
to the personal representative
appointed by the court within four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters as provided in
Probate Code section 9100. The
time for filing claims will not expire
before four months from the hearing
date noticed above.

YOU MAY EXAMINE the
file kept by the court. If you are a
person interested in the estate, you
may file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of the
filing of an inventory and appraisal
of estate assets or of any petition or
account as provided in Probate
Code section 1250. A Request for
Special Notice form is available from
the court clerk.

Attorney for petitioner:
SBN 160133

KATHRYN J BLACK ESQ
LAW OFFICES OF KATHRYN J BLACK

2250 HONOLULU AVE
STE 104

MONTROSE CA 91020
Santa Monica Daily Press

CN747752 MacBAIN Feb 2,3,9, 2006
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877-WE-GET-EM
WE CAN FIND AND SERVE ANYBODY, ANYWHERE, ANYTIME.

Restraining orders & judgement collections our specialty.

lawhotline@aol.com

Services

A/C CONSTRUCTION
General Construction

Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons

Honest • Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

Bring us your old
phones, computers,

copiers, electronics
and let us safely

recycle them!

1932 Cotner Ave.,
Los Angeles CA 90025

(310) 478-3001 ext. 101

californiarecycles.com

Evans Properties, Inc
HANDYMAN SERVICES
Expert plumbing & drain cleaning.

All household repairs.
Peter (310) 902-0807

VISA and MC

Services

COMPASSIONATE
COUNSELING
A safe place to make changes.

Life Transitions
Stress

Relationships
Self-Esteem 

Unresolved Grief

Free Consultation
Laurie Levine, MFT (MFC 23031)

Santa Monica/SFV

(310) 284-3699
Handyman Service
Handyman Express
Specializing in bathroom remodeling and
repairs. Plumbing, drywall, paint, tile and
framing. No job too small.
Satisfaction Guaranteed.
Call Nick 310/651-0052

Services

METICULOUS PAINTING
& DRYWALL
Interior & Exterior•FREE Estimates
10 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Call Joe: 447-8957
meticulouspainting@godaddy.com

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ. 

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

Services

PAINTING
Top quality A&A
Custom, Interior 

and Exterior

Free quote, 
call Jeff Arrieta
(310) 560-9864

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILLL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

Johnn J.. McGrail,, C.Ht.

(310)) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

WESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY, ELEC., PAINT, ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR

ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE
BOB 35/HR (310) 266-6348

CALEB 25/HR (310) 409-3244

Services

The Level Goes On
Before The Spike Goes In

Romero Rain Gutters
Seamless Aluminum Gutters
Custom Made Color Match

Your Home or Building

(310) 408-5900 or (310) 534-3075

Repairs • Cleaning
Copper Galvanized

Free Estimate

Ask for Jose Romero
Lic. #834699

01602600

PROFESSIONAL TUTOR. Stanford
graduate. All subjects, test prep
(SAT, AP). In-home tutoring. Great
rates. Call Jonathan, (310) 560-
9134

Aury Bonilla  (323) 605-7197

Thorough Cleaning
Houses & Offices

Competitive Rates
Dependable Personalized Service

Great References

Quality
Cleaning

HOUSECLEANING SPECIAL

STARTING AT $99

Services

MACC ELECTRICALL && 
HANDYMANN SERVICES

Prompt & Reliable
Satisfaction Guaranteed

Free Estimates
Call MAC

310-261-5917
We fix anything electrical/plumbing

carpentry & household repair

Computer Services

CALL US FIRST
PC/Laptop
Sales & Service

We set up
remote offices,
DSL,Internet
& Wireless.

Computer cleanup our specialty
- viruses & spyware

Home or office.
Call us LAST

Amicus Technology
(310) 670-4962

Open 7 Days a Week
www.amicustech.com

GOT ADVERTISING?
There is no more convincing medium

than a DAILY local newspaper.

Call us about the Service Directory, it’s only

$204 a month!!
Santa Monica Daily Press                    (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737
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W.I.SIMONSON
SANTA MONICA

W.I.SIMONSON
SANTA MONICA 

CELEBRATING 67 YEARS IN SANTA MONICA

INTRODUCING
THE ALL-NEW
2007 S-CLASS!

EXPERIENCE OUR ALL-NEW SERVICECENTER!

• 50,000 SQ FEET! • SAME DAY SERVICE APPTS
• OVER 60 FACTORY-TRAINED TECHNICIANS
• LATEST MERCEDES-BENZ DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPT
• $3.2 MILLION PARTS INVENTORY 
• COMPLIMENTARY SHUTTLE (WITHIN 8 MILES OF OUR CENTER)

• A LUXURIOUS CUSTOMER LOUNGE
• DEDICATED PRIVATE WORK STATIONS
• WIRELESS INTERNET ACCESS
• MERCEDES-BENZ PARTS & ACCESSORIES BOUTIQUE
• COMPLIMENTARY COFFEE BAR

800.784.9247
CALL TODAY & SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT!
800.784.9247

SERVICE DEPARTMENT HOURS: MON- FRI: 6:30AM - 6:30PM• SAT: 8:00AM-5:00PM

WILSHIRE BLVD.

SANTA MONICA BLVD.

COLORADO ST.

�
�

W.I.SIMONSON

�405

�10

1
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TH
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T.

1
4

TH
 S

T.

2
6

TH
 S

T.

NEW SERVICE CENTER

�

COLORADO &14TH STREET • SANTA MONICA

1.9% APR LIMITED TERM FINANCING ON SELECT 2006 MODELS

10%OFF!
DISCOUNT OFFER

WE INVITE YOU TO COME IN AND EXPERIENCE THE ALL NEW 

W.I. SIMONSON & ENJOY A 10% DISCOUNT ON SERVICE & PARTS!

*MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF WRITE-UP IN ORDER TO TAKE 

ADVANTAGE OF THIS SPECIAL OFFER AND IS NON-TRANSFERABLE

NOW
OPEN

COLORADO AND 14TH STREET

W.I.SIMONSON.SANTA MONICA

�405

WILSHIRE BLVD.

� �10

17
TH

 S
T.

�405

SANTA MONICA BLVD.

� �10

14
TH

 S
T.

NEW CARS
17TH & WILSHIRE•SANTA MONICA

1-800-784-7160

PRE-OWNED CARS
1308 SANTA MONICA BLVD•SM

1-800-784-6196

WWW.MERCEDESBENZPRICING.COM
All advertised prices exclude government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document preparation charges and any emission testing charge. Ad expires 02/14/06 close of business.

1•800•784•71601•800•784•7160 W.I.SIMONSONW.I.SIMONSON

BRING IN THIS AD

MANAGER’S SPECIALS!

5 AT THIS LEASE PAYMENT
+88¢ +TAX PER MONTH
FOR 39 MONTHS
FULLY EQUIPPED

$299.88 + tax first months payment for 39 months on approved credit. $2200 cap cost
reduction + $795 acquisition fee = $2995 total due at signing ($0 security deposit). MSRP
$31,365. Tier 1 Credit. 7.5K Miles/yr. 20¢ per mile excess. OTHERS AT SIMILAR SAVINGS.

NEW 2006 C230

$299$299

SPORTS
SEDAN

5 AT THIS LEASE PAYMENT
+TAX PER MONTH
FOR 39 MONTHS

$449.88 + tax first months payment for 39 months on approved credit. $3397 cap cost
reduction + $795 acquisition fee = $4192 total due at signing ($0 security deposit). MSRP
$53,475. Tier 1 Credit. 7.5K Miles/yr. 20¢ per mile excess. OTHERS AT SIMILAR SAVINGS.

NEW 2006 E350 SEDAN

$449$4495 AT THIS LEASE PAYMENT
+88¢ +TAX PER MONTH
FOR 39 MONTHS

$359.88 + tax first months payment for 39 months on approved credit. $2464 cap cost
reduction + $795 acquisition fee = $3259 total due at signing ($0 security deposit). MSRP
$48,775. Tier 1 Credit. 7.5K Miles/yr. 20¢ per mile excess. OTHERS AT SIMILAR SAVINGS.

NEW 2006 R350

$359$359
’00 PORSCHE CARRERA.......$43,983
CAB/HARDTOP, LOW 18K MI. TIPTRONIC, 4S653290

’04 PORSCHE CAYENNES....$45,982
TIPTRONIC, WHITE/TAN, 4LA65825

’05 BMW Z4 3.0........... ......$37,981
BRONZE/TAN, NAVIGATION, 5LU16181

’03 BMW M3 CONV.......$40,981
PEWTER/ASH, PK02785

’03 CADILLAC CTS.........$22,981
BLACK/BLACK, PRISTINE CONDITION! 137875

’05 BMW 325..........................$32,981
BLACK/BLACK, SPORT/PREMIUM PKG, 5KP92844


