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NEWS OF

THE WEIRD

by Chuck Shepard

In December, payoff checks
started arriving from Citibank's
class-action lawsuit settlement
that required it to refund over-
charges for credit-card fees, but
since the $18 million payout had
to be split among 20 million cus-
tomers and former customers,
the checks were for as little as 4
cents, while the lawyers who
brought the lawsuit shared $7.2
million. A major Citibank "abuse"
corrected by the lawsuit: It was
charging interest from 10 a.m.
on the payment-due date but
agreed to start charging it only
asof 1 p.m.

THE DAY
“I think war is a

dangerous place.”
— George W. Bush

I‘ Horoscopes

Whatever pleases you,Virgo ..... 2
Local

Surfisup ... 3
m Opinion

The reality of reality shows ... ... . 4
Eg State

Hemp foods stilllegal ........... 8
E :I National

Bush budget an illusion? . ....... 11

[mlnternational

‘Independent’ investigation starts 12

EEE IPeople in the News

Barrymore pinned by U.N. ... ... 20

School boosters launch petition drive

They need 9,000 signatures to force
an election this fall to fund schools

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

SUNSET PARK — The well-oiled school fundraising | |

machine hit the streets here on Friday, formally launching its
most recent attempt to raise money.

More than a dozen leaders from the Parent Teacher
Associations at area schools met in front of Bob’s Market on
Ocean Park Boulevard to pick up their marching orders from

leading school boosters.

The idea is to gather 13,000 signatures by May 5. The group
needs 9,000 signatures from registered Santa Monica voters to
qualify a proposed charter amendment for the ballot this

November.

The amendment would require City Hall to give the district at
least $6 million each year. It also would force the local govern-
ment to increase its funding of local schools by 1 percent each
year, assuming City Hall’s overall budget — currently about
$350 million — grows by at least 3.5 percent.

Some say the rentals
should pay a hotel bed tax

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — The fate of so-
called mini hotels in Santa Monica
is no closer to being resolved after
officials this week formally agreed
to disagree on the matter.

David Hume Kennerly/Special to the Daily Press

Lauri Crane, left, co-chair of volunteer outreach and Louise Jaffe, CEPS co-chair, for-
mally launch the signature-gathering effort on Friday for a proposed charter amend-

See PETITION, page 6 ment. CEPS hopes to force City Hall to give schools at least $6 million each year.

Officials not ready to check out on ‘mini hotels’

Planning Commissioners split
3-2 over whether new mini hotels
should be allowed to set up shop
in Santa Monica, if they apply for
and receive a special permit from
City Hall. The matter now will go
before the City Council.

Mini hotels earned their name-
sake because they offer rooms
with hotel-like amenities, includ-
ing maid service, gyms, shared

offices and valet parking. But
unlike hotels, mini hotels require a
minimum 30-night stay. What’s
more, they don’t charge a 12 per-
cent bed tax.

That difference is a sticking
point for some local hoteliers, who
are required to pay the tax. One
spoke to the Planning Commission
at this week’s meeting.

“These type of short-term

rental housing units are in direct
competition with the lodging,
hotel rooms in Santa Monica,”
said John McKee, who works for
the company that owns the Hotel
Oceana at 849 Ocean Ave. McKee
said his hotel paid $576,000 in bed
tax fees last year, making it the
company’s second largest expense
behind labor.

See MINI HOTELS, page 7

Nicky Five Aces/Special to the Daily Press
There aren’t many sightings of deer in Santa Monica, but
there’s one that is permanently stationed somewhere in the
city. As part of a weekly contest, the Daily Press will give away
a prize to the first reader who can accurately identify where
the photo was taken. E-mail answers to sack@smdp.com
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Las Vegas: ‘Sin City’ is
also the city

BY ADAM GOLDMAN

Associated Press Writer

LAS VEGAS — Lawrence
Orbe didn’t come to the Las
Vegas Strip looking to win big.
He didn’t come for the strippers
or over-the-top shows.

He came to die.

Orbe, 64, checked into the
exclusive Four Seasons Hotel on
March 11 after driving his silver
Jaguar from his condominium in
Montecito, Calif.

Five days later, a maid found
the businessman in his room,
slumped in a chair with a gun-
shot wound to the head and a sui-
cide note in his leather briefcase.

of suicides

“Las Vegas was one of his
very favorite places,” said his
former wife, Loni Chiarella.
“They always treated him like a
king. He loved Las Vegas.”

Every year desperate men and
women make the pilgrimage to
the gambling capital to kill
themselves. More than once a
month, a visitor commits suicide
here, according to Clark County
coroner records dating to
October 1998.

By comparison, Atlantic City,
N.J., had about one-third as
many nonresidents take their
lives during that period. In the
same six years, no one commit-

See VEGAS, page 14
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Vanish tonight if you can, Libra

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

%k kk-Dynamic **k%k-Positive **k*k-Average
**-So-so *-Difficult

&1 ARIES (March 21-April 19)

%% %% You wake up with a new insight
that could direct your life or work differently.
Try it on for size with those around you. You
might feel that someone is dragging his or her
heels. This person might even be you. Get a nap.
Tonight: Don’t push.

Fie. TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

o £k k% k% Your naughtiness emerges,
despite yourself. You have some wild ideas, or at
least become kidlike. Though someone might
want to have a serious discussion with you, it
might be close to impossible. Try to participate.
Tonight: Put on your dancing shoes.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

*% %% You might feel pushed between
and betwixt. You need to express your feelings
within your inner circle rather than hit the cat
with a broomstick. Start restraining yourself
financially. You will be happier ultimately.
Tonight: Entertain at home, if at all.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

%k %% You could be more serious than
those around you. Please don’t rain on another’s
parade. Go with the moment. Accept an invita-
tion that comes your way. You could be surprised
how much fun you will have. Tonight: A male
friend plays a significant role.

— =1 LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

[’;-_] %% Pressure builds between you and a
partner. Certainly you do not have the same
financial ideas. You could have quite a dispute or
find a midpoint where you can both agree. The
importance of this relationship will determine
how you handle it. Tonight: Your treat.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

*%%%* You hit a power cycle, which
might be a bit overwhelming. Others react strong-
ly to your strength and ideas. Just go out and enjoy
yourself. A friendship made right now could be

karmic in nature and more burdensome than you
@ght want. Tonight: Whatever pleases you.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

% %% Take your time getting up. You
might have had a restless sleep and be a bit more
tired than you realize. A partner or an associate
pushes you very hard for what he or she wants.
Feel free to say “no,” especially as financing this
request could be costly to you. Tonight: Vanish if
you can. Mystery becomes you.

1_‘.} SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

L7 5 % % % % What you want, you get. You’re
in a position to move a relationship to a new
level. You might want to change your plans a bit
so you can be with that special person. Be play-
ful and add to the quality of your life. Tonight:
Be a wild thing.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

% %% Value those around you. Stop and
visit with others. You might want to check in
with an older relative. You could decide to work,
even if it is Saturday. Getting a head start or
clearing off your desk makes you feel good.
Tonight: A must appearance.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

*% %% Take off for the day. You will be
getting a new impression of an issue. With dis-
tance, a new perspective comes forth. Be very
forthright with a child or loved one. He or she
wants clarity. A partner could be touchy.
Tonight: Read between the lines.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

%% %% Deal with a close friend or asso-
ciate on a one-on-one level. You might need to
be more nurturing to this person. Your caring
evolves with this contact and self-expression.
Take a much-needed nap. Tonight: Be a team.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

%% Listen to a partner who offers
you many options, even if you don’t like them. If
you use your creativity and brainstorm with oth-
ers, solutions come forward naturally. Hang out
with a child or loved one. Tonight: Do what
someone else wants to do.
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Library spreads love

By Daily Press staff

The Santa Monica library is spreading love for the upcoming Valentine’s Day holi-
day.

The temporary library is offering its supplies, materials and poetry for those who
want to make a valentine for their sweetheart or special someone.

The program will be held on Feb. 11 from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. in the lobby of the tem-
porary main library, 1324 Fifth St.

All ages are welcome.

Eat for education

By Daily Press staff

Those who want to dine and donate can belly up to The Counter.

The Counter, 2901 Ocean Park Blvd., will give 20 percent of its proceeds Sunday,
Feb. 8 from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m., to Grant Elementary School’s booster program.

“We’re excited to be supporting Grant Elementary School and look forward to get-
ting more involved in the community,” Counter owner Jeff Weinstein said.

A non-profit seeks to improve race relations

By Daily Press staff

Multicultural understanding is the goal of the Friendship Circle, a dialogue series
sponsored by Together, a non-profit organization based on the Westside.

The circle will begin Saturday, Feb. 21 at 1 p.m., and will be held for five consecu-
tive Saturday afternoons at the Culver-Palms Family YMCA, 4500 S. Sepulveda Blvd.
in Culver City.

Much of the dialogue will consist of people sharing their personal stories as they
relate to identity, stereotypes, prejudice, racism, discrimination and solutions, said
Together’s founder Rebecca Rona.

“Sharing our stories is powerful,” Rona said. “Tolerance isn’t enough. We need to
build respect and appreciation.”

Registration for the Friendship Circle will continue throughout the month.

Together was founded in 1999 with the mission to counter prejudice and racism by
encouraging understanding of others and genuine friendship among the diverse people
of Los Angeles. The organization since its inception has been making a difference in the
lives of more than 400 individuals, according to Together officials. The program has
been offered on the Westside for nearly five years.

To register, or for more information, call (310) 285-3616.

Don’t worry, he happy

By Daily Press staff

Santa Monicans can learn the importance of laughter during an even happier happy hour.

Blue Shield of California 65 Plus will present “Laughter as Good Medicine” on
Wednesday, Feb. 11 from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. at the Spectrum Club, located at 2425
Olympic Blvd.

To reserve a space, call Blue Shield of California at 1-888-277-8080.

Much art, long title

By Daily Press staff

Sometimes art exhibitions just need long names.

The Project Room of the Santa Monica Museum of Art presents Feb. 28 to May 15,
Adrian Meraz: Donor (In the Drift, Coquet, Dab, Glacis Relish) Tracking Butcher
Wrinkle, Bonesetter (Pole Position Erasure), an exhibition organized by Lisa Melandri.

Crystal Geyser Water Company, El Charro Tequila and Latino Weekly Review will
host the opening reception on Feb. 27, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

The exhibition is made possible in part by the city of Santa Monica Community Arts
Grant Program — a project of the Santa Monica Arts Commission, the Rhoads Family
Trust and Thomas Rhoads.

Look for NW swell to have filled in more today, with a boost in surf expect-
ed at the well-exposed winter breaks. Keep in mind that a 5.9” high tide around Today the
9:15 a.m. will keep most spots pretty slow in the morning, but as the tide drops w atel' IS .
through the early afternoon look for inconsistent waist- to shoulder-high surf at o
the good winter breaks (especially South Bay).

OUTLOOK: A reinforcing shot of NW swell will keep the well-exposed 0
spots in similar size surf on Sunday, before those waves fade on Monday.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing today at
your local break. Epic.

® LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES

= LOW ONE LOW TWO HIGH ONE HIGH TWO
SATURDAY 3:05 AM 4:08 PM 9:15 AM 10:37 PM
SUNDAY 3:45 AM 4:36 PM 9:48 AM 11:02 PM
MONDAY 4:30 AM 5:08 PM 10:28 AM 11:37 PM
TUESDAY 5:23AM 5:38 PM 11:14AM N/A

WEDNESDAY 6:30 AM 6:06 PM 1215AM 12:15PM
THURSDAY 8:03 AM 6:48 PM 12:59 AM 1:47 PM
FRIDAY 9:43 AM 7:45 PM 1:54 AM 4:15PM

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

RCOCIC | —

OARD SHOP

12204 Venice Boulevard SURF « SNOW + SKATE
Mar Vista, CA 90066

(310) 397-8300 TEL boards ¢ wetsuits

(310) 397-8931 FAX swimwear

www.rockboardshop.com 5 .
info@rockerboardshop.com clothing ¢ accessories ‘

Meraz will transform the Project Room into a cocoon-like environment inhabited by a
series of unlikely sculptures, creating a macrocosm of skeletal interventions. He explains
within this cavernous space, the sculptures “gather unsequentially, roamers, as notations
emerge like cities that have come and gone.”

The range of complex and fragile forms, as well as the memories and experiences they
evoke, are reflected in Meraz’s amalgamated and fractured title, according to museum officials.

Meraz constructs intricate objects and alternative worlds infused with humor and won-
der from the likes of Popsicle sticks, felt, toothpicks, plywood and newspapers — a
cityscape formed of paper bags, a book transfigured into the infinity of a Mobius strip and
a unplayable musical instrument encased in a warren of top secret compartments, accord-
ing to museum officials.

“My work investigates subtleties between motion and paralysis,” Meraz said. He sees
his art “as a vehicle to channel through or filter the ever accumulating of information.” And
an exploration of the relationship between “the malleability of an idea, and the potentiality
of a thing that functions and dysfunction, both seen and unseen.”

The Santa Monica Museum of Art is open Tuesday through Saturday from 11 a.m. to 6
p.m., excluding holidays.

For further information about exhibitions and educational programming, call 310-586-
6488 or visit www.smmoa.org.

Have Fun Getting FIT By the BEACH

Feel Better...Lose Weight...Improve your Health!

State of the Heart Fitness offers:

B *4-Week “Way to Wellness” program
B Personal Training

W Exercise Classes

H Life Coaching

B Health & Wellness Education

*Inquire about our Way to Wellness program, Exercise, Eating & Stress Management. ..
all in one great program!

Located at the Loews Santa Monica Beach Hotel
310-842-5657 » www.globalfitnesssolutionsonline.com

BACK/UNFILED
TAXES?

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

429 Santa Monica Blvd. Ste. 710
Santa Monica 90401
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OPINION

The(®)Line

Lack of intelligence found in White House

Here are your responses to this week’s Q-Line question:
“Should an investigation be launched and who should be held respon-
sible if, in fact, the intelligence doesn’t support the war effort?”

M “In this case, the fox is in the hen
house and the White house knows all and
sees all but they don’t tell all. This is a
case of, like the situation with the young
lady, well she wasn’t terribly young, but
with the lady who was the wife of an
ambassador, I believe she happened to be
an employee of the CIA. I believe she
was an agent, per se, who was ousted by
the White House. They have never con-
ducted an independent investigation into
that matter and anything they do now will
be purely cosmetic.”

B “In my opinion, Presidents Bush,
Sr., who was in charge of the CIA, Bill
Clinton and Bush Jr. were and are well
aware that there was not a microscopic
iota of a chance that Iraq had any chemi-
cal weapons or any other form of
weapons capable of mass destruction. We

must understand when chemicals are
used, all forces suffer. In World War I,
both Germans and American forces suf-
fered horribly when gas was used. The
weapons inspectors that were sent into
Iraq determined that Iraq had very little
chance of defending itself against multi-
ple country invading forces. The
Pentagon would never send the American
military into any area where there is the
possibility of total troop annihilation of
our multi-invading forces. The mission
of the American military is to kill the
enemy and not to be killed by the enemy.
Saddam Hussein who cowered in a rat
hole, certainly would not stock a pile of
weapons that would have the possibility
of backfiring.”

W “I feel that the president relied on
his intelligence regarding his decision for

war. I do not think anyone should be held
responsible, but rather that better intelli-
gence should be developed for present
and future intelligence gathering. I doubt
that the intelligence community was able
to infiltrate Iraq or were familiar with the
language, etc. and this contributed to the
failure. This has to be corrected in other
circumstances if we are to be protected in
this country and elsewhere.”

W “Absolutely not. There should be no
investigation about who is responsible
about the intelligence. It might be possi-
ble to have a low level inquiry about how
to improve intelligence but not ever to
see who is at fault. I think that everyone
did the best they could and that we
should just go forward and see if we can
solve the problem in Iraq and forget
planning to pin someone.”

B “The investigation should be an
impeachment. The Congress should actu-
ally investigate this very serious matter
where George Bush has sent 500 young
men and women to their deaths in Iraq
unnecessarily. Impeach Bush.”

B “I think President Bush and Vice
President Cheney and their incompetent
cabinet should be held responsible. And

also, I don’t think the president should be
choosing any investigating committee or
whatever. What is the point of investigat-
ing if he is choosing the people? He will
probably pay them off.”

B “We should definitely have an
investigation be launched and see who
should be held responsible, in fact, and 1
think the president of the United States,
this so called George W. Bush, should be
responsible for the whole thing and he
should be impeached. There is no reason
for him not to be impeached because he
has put a lot of these boys, 500 at least of
our men into harms way and into death.
So we should support the war effort. The
intelligence does not support the war
effort and I also don’t think we should.”

W “Tt doesn’t surprise me that they
found no weapons of mass destruction. I
think it was all a plot to go over there and
finish what Bush’s father started.
Anyway, I do feel they should have made
sure there were weapons of mass destruc-
tion before invading a country and killing
the women and children, but silly me.
Anyway, as far as who should be held
responsible, President Turban had a sign
on his desk that said ‘The buck stops

See Q-LINE, page 5

MODERN

e TIMES
- By Lloyd Garver

You can no longer spoof reality shows.
They’re spoofing themselves. If I made up
a ridiculous-sounding premise, we’d
probably see it on TV next week. I’m not
exaggerating. Is television really above
putting on outrageous things like, “I
Cheated With Your Mother” or “Let’s
Tempt The Amish Kids,” or “Eat What
Your Pet Eats?” Actually, I just tricked
you. The Amish reality show will be on
the air soon.

Traditionally, young Amish men and
women go into mainstream society for a
year before they decide whether to return
to their community. In this show, during
this important year, young Amish people
will move into a city and live in a house
with non-Amish young people. In other
words, they’ll be exposed to all kinds of
temptations, and each week the audience

will presumably enjoy seeing if these
young people will stray or not.

I’'m not a fan of reality shows, but I’ve
always felt that if you like them, watch
them. If you don’t, don’t. But this Amish
thing has made me think about reality
shows far more than I ever thought I would.

Why do they even call them “reality
shows?” How “real” is a date, a kiss, or
falling in love when a camera crew is just
a few feet away from the lucky couple?
Does anybody believe that contestants are
ever really in physical danger? In the real
world, do we judge a person based on his
or her ability to eat a bowl of worms
topped with maggots?

I guess if you like these shows, your
feeling is, “what do I care if they’re real?
I find them entertaining and fun.” Good
enough. But how much longer will you
feel that way? How many of them can you
watch? Each successful one begets sever-
al clones. And, the copies often lack the
imagination and budget of the originals.
So, if Donald Trump telling a young
apprentice, “You’re fired!” results in high
ratings, another network will probably
bring us Sal, from Sal’s Groceries down
the block, firing his after-school help.

Memo to television industry: Leave the

But the networks know that audiences
get bored watching the same old reality
shows and their imitations. So the shows
keep getting more and more outrageous.
That’s probably how the Amish show
came about.

Again, I know there are more impor-
tant things in the world to get upset about
than television shows with questionable
taste. But for some reason, the existence
of the Amish show has been bugging me
ever since I heard about it. After giving it
considerable thought, now I know why:
BECAUSE IT’S ABOUT THE AMISH!

Maybe we idealize them, but to many
of us, the Amish symbolize a simple, pure,
hard-working life. They don’t use elec-
tricity or cars or other conveniences. One
of the reasons why so many people
admire and respect them is because part of
us wishes we could live a life without
modern encumbrances. Just knowing that
their old-fashioned ways exist somehow
connects us to an uncomplicated life. It’s
like if somebody took away farms and
perfect houses with white picket fences.
Even if we were never really going to
move to one, we’d be upset because the
fantasy would be gone.

Amish alone

I’'m sure it’s hard enough to keep the
Amish community and culture thriving
without throwing the temptations of body
piercings, silicone breasts, and interviews
on the E Channel at their young people. The
list of people and situations that could be
mocked or debased by TV is a long one.
Can’t television just leave the Amish alone?

But maybe I’ve got it all wrong. Maybe
this is just a bigger test for Amish youth.
Maybe if these kids are exposed to all that
is superficial in today’s showbiz world
and they still want to return to their world,
it demonstrates an even stronger faith.

Regardless, I’'m not going to watch the
show. If it’s a hit, maybe I’ll watch the
sequel. It will probably be something like,
“Battle of The Religious Stars — the
Amish vs. the Hassidic Nude Tug O’ War.”
Think I’m exaggerating? Stay tuned.

(Lloyd Garver has written for many tel-
evision shows, ranging from “Sesame
Street” to “Family Ties” to “Frasier.” He
has also read many books, some of them
in hardcover. He writes the “Modern
Times” column for CBSnews.com's opin-
ion page and can be reached at
smdp@lloydgarvermoderntimes.com).

Ject to editing for space and content.

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-
available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author s name and
telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are sub-

GCREATE SOME DIRLOGUE!

Please send letters to: Santa Monica Daily Press
Att. Editor: 1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202 - Santa Monica, CA 90401+ sack@smdp.com
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OPINION

The@Line.
Q-LINE, from page 4

here’ so all of this is on George W. Bush.
He’s responsible. He’s the headman, so
it’s on his head.”

B “T do not support an investigative
committee or independent group to
investigate whatever because there is no
money to pay for all this investigation. I
believe all that money should be sent to
the schools, should be sent to the local
areas, the cities need that monies. There
should be no committees investigating
anything else. We already know that the
president was wrong. What else are we
going to find with the investigation?
We’re going to find the same thing. |
think we need to spend the money wise-
ly. We are having crisis in the local com-
munities and that is why I am not sup-
portive of the investigative committee.”

B “T believe that an investigation
should be launched by an independent
counsel not appointed by the president
and I think that the person that should be
ultimately found responsible is our com-
mander and chief, Bush.”

B “T think definitely an investigation
should be launched to see if there was
enough support for the war effort and, if in
fact, there was not enough intelligence that
ultimately the President of the United
States is held responsible for all war
efforts and he should be held responsible.”

B “You know what I say? I think it’s
pretty funny that the Republicans can be
up in arms over some personal business
going on, that whole Clinton mess, and
impeach a president because of it. Then
when one of their own screws up and
costs this country upwards of $300 bil-
lion, as well as our children’s lives,
nobody has anything to say? Where is
Ken Starr? Why isn’t he outraged? I still
can’t believe the man got elected, but
what they are letting him get away with
now is just disgusting. I mean really, is it
worse to screw around with some intern
or worse to screw with the whole world?
Does anyone remember JFK? Do you
have any idea how many interns he
probably spent time with? Nobody cared
then and I don’t see why they care now.
A useless war, now that is something to
get upset about.”

B “Letting Bush investigate the intelli-
gence failure is like letting the fox guard
the hen house. What a waste of time and
money, although the Bush administration
is certainly good at wasting time and
money.”

M “I think an investigation should be
launched but they should let the democ-
rats do it. Otherwise, the investigation
will be as corrupt as the entire adminis-
tration. There is a sad hypocrisy going
on in America. They want us to agree to
what they say but they don’t want us to
know what they do.”
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Busy Bee Hardware

“THE HEALTHY HARDWARE STORE”

SPECIALIZING IN:

< Juicers & Health Books

KEYS CUT FOR 75¢

Buy 2 and the second one is on us!

= Amsoil Auto Products

1521 Santa Monica Boulevard « 310-394-1158 j.“:E

= Water Filters &
Radon Testers

PURE WATER IN YOUR HOME OR OFFICE

* Reverse Osmosis System
e Bottled Water Delivery
e Soft Water Systems

1828 Lincoln Boulevard
Santa Monica, California 90404-4599
(310) 450-6300

DON'S AR

Cutting Edge s==rs

ASK FOR DEVIN

2918 Santa Monica Blvd. Santa Monica
Call for an appointment 310.828.6986

| WATER SYSTEMS
DO OF WS CORPORIRON
CONTRACTORS LIC a73905%

Tues-Fri: 9-6pm Sat: 8-5pm
Appointments not required.

@ ~_Tierra Rejada Golf Club
is a high quality daily fee
-golf Club with all the amenities,
prnfesmnal services, aesthetic

/ and dcligﬂtf ayablligr

r e
r.a-‘-_

A

i

& T
e dﬁrﬂf ~~ Tierra Rejada Golf Club
. |5|BFIr Tierra, Rejada Roade Moorpark, CA 93DE|

CEPS plans to launch
‘phase two’ on March 2

PETITION, from page 1

“We should be able to slam dunk this in
six weeks,” said Rick Gates, a former
PTA president. “I went way out on a limb
and told the campaign to forget the paid
signature gatherers. This is grassroots. We
can do it.”

The amendment has drawn criticism
from public officials, some of whom are
parents with children in the public school
system. They maintain the city has done
everything it can to help the district —
and much more than other cities do. City
Hall gives the schools upwards of $5 mil-
lion annually.

Mayor Richard Bloom criticized the
school boosters for pushing forward their
plan behind closed doors, even as the city
council was exploring alternatives for
finding consistent, long-term funding for
the schools.

“One of the places where this measure
falls seriously short, is it does not provide
funding,” Bloom said. “Parents of public
school children know that one of the
many problems that plagues the schools
are unfunded federal and state mandates.
This imposes an unfunded city mandate
and it’s fiscally irresponsible ...”

Bloom said he hopes residents and the
individual PTA groups will consider both
sides of the issue before they decide to
support the charter amendment. He called
for a community dialogue on the matter,
something he said supporters have
scrupulously avoided, choosing instead to
conduct an internal dialogue.

“This is a measure that would funda-
mentally change the relationship between
the city and the school district, and it will
also have economic repercussions that go
well beyond the funding of schools,” he
said. “If it passes, we will have to find the
money somewhere, and that could mean
fire, it could mean police, it could mean
social services, it could mean parks and
recreation — in fact that’s the most likely.”

Those possible repercussions haven’t
deterred members of Community for
Excellent Public Schools, the group organ-
izing the push for the charter amendment.
CEPS has broad-based support in the com-
munity, bringing together political oppo-
sites like Denny Zane, the father of Santa
Monicans for Renters Rights, long City
Hall’s ruling party, and Chris Harding, a
prominent land-use attorney and critic of
the SMRR establishment.

On Friday, the mostly female group of
PTA leaders and other volunteers reiterated
their commitment to raising more money.

Sheila Spencer, whose son is in kinder-
garten at Franklin Elementary School, said
she moved to Santa Monica so her children
could attend the local schools.

It’s a good thing that parents aren’t
forced to send their children to private
schools to get a good education, said
Spencer, who added she spent $5,000 a
year sending her children to pre-school at
the private Evergreen Community School
on Colorado Boulevard. Tuition there is
now close to $9,000, she said.

“We should be able
to slam dunk this in six
weeks.”

— RICK GATES
Former PTA president

Asked about her thoughts on the resist-
ance to the charter amendment from city
officials, Spencer replied, “I think there’s
been a tremendous surplus of money
within the city and there’s been signifi-

cant funding on other projects — and
schools should be a priority over other
projects.”

Volunteers on Friday were given mate-
rials highlighting what to tell residents to
get them to sign their petition and detail-
ing specific procedures about gathering
signatures. They were told to take the
instructions back to their schools and
recruit more signature gatherers and other
volunteers. Organizers said they will try
the grassroots approach until March 2,
when they will reassess their plan and
determine how to proceed with “phase
two,” which may include hiring outside
help and other strategies, organizers said.

CEPS leaders declined to share the
documents that were handed out to volun-
teers, saying they didn’t want to compro-
mise their strategy in hopes of forcing an
election. But one thing is certain — the
boosters likely will employ organized,
targeted signature drives, phone banking
and other, more sophisticated political
tools in their effort to pass the charter
amendment, they said.

“It’s really part of our very strategic,
secret strategy,” said Shari Davis, CEPS
co-chair. “There are a lot of people that
would like to stop this from passing — we
don’t want them to know our strategy.”
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‘Mini-hotels’ issue to be
debated by City Council

MINI HOTELS, from page 1

Suzanne Frick, the city’s top planner,
explained to commissioners that the mini
hotels, formally titled “short-term rental
housing units,” can be a nuisance to resi-
dents because tenants are often here for a
short time and aren’t vested in the com-
munity. Frick recommended that new
mini hotels be allowed, but that they be
limited to certain commercial corridors
and required to apply for a special permit.

“We do not want to lose the more per-
manent housing stock to this form of
rental housing,” she said, later adding that
banning them outright may be unwise.
“We do know there is a demand for this
type of housing.”

Planning Commissioner Jay Johnson
was the most verbal opponent of mini
hotels. He said the commission should
recommend no new mini hotels be
allowed in Santa Monica.

“This is a solution searching for a
problem. I don’t see the need for this in
this city,” he said. “This is tourist serving

. We’re just creating, in effect, mini
hotels and a very questionable authority
to enforce rules we do create.”

Though Johnson had the support of
two other commissioners, he could not
gather the necessary four votes to push
forward his motion.

Planning Commission Chair Darrell
Clarke said he approved of Frick’s recom-
mendation, adding that it’s unlikely a
large influx of mini hotels will set up shop

in Santa Monica and pointing out each
case will be reviewed by the commission
before it is approved.

As the meeting dragged into the early
Thursday morning hours, only four com-
missioners were left on the dais. After a
series of other failed motions, commission-
ers agreed to disagree on the matter, prompt-
ing what’s called a “technical denial.”

“This is a solution
searching for a problem.
| don’t see the need for
this in this city.”

— JAY JOHNSON
Planning Commissioner

Any commissioner can appeal the
denial. Officials said an appeal sends the
matter directly to the City Council. But
with a temporary law banning mini hotels
set to expire June 19, the matter was head-
ed in that direction anyway.

City Councilman Kevin McKeown,
who acts as a liaison to the Planning
Commission, said he expects the issue to
be heard at the March 11 meeting of the
City Council. McKeown said he’ll need to
be convinced of the value of mini hotels
before he votes for them.

CALIFORNIA BRIEFS
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By The Associated Press

State money woes hurt cancer patients

prostate cancer have been turned away.

they live.

the end of the fiscal year.

dying.”

when he took office.

By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Budget cuts are slowly forcing the shutdown of a prostate
cancer program for low-income men who lack health insurance.

State officials ordered doctors to stop enrolling patients on Dec. 26 in the pro-
gram based at UCLA Medical Center. Since then, more than 20 men diagnosed with

State officials suggested the men turn to public health care in the counties where
Last week, Dr. Mark S. Litwin and his staff at the Improving Access, Counseling

and Treatment for Californians with Prostate Cancer
deciding which of their 320 patients would have to go without treatment by June 30,

IMPACT _ program began

Litwin said it's difficult to make the forced cuts.
“I didn't sign up to play God,” he said. “The bottom line for me is I've got guys

The program is being cut as part of a $1.1 billion wave of California budget cuts
initiated by former Gov. Gray Davis and adopted by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger

Man offers $50K reward for his snakes

turned loose in the house, Hanson said.

ed some of them to produce eggs,”

on the Internet.

ANAHEIM — A man is offering a $50,000 reward to get back 13 colorful
pythons he says were stolen from his home.

Jeff Hanson says he discovered the pythons were missing when he returned home
last week. Dozens of other snakes were left behind, including some that had been

None of the ball pythons, which typically grow to be three to six feet in length,
are considered dangerous. Police estimate the loss at more than $75,000.

“We've spent years raising these snakes, and it is just this season that we expect-
Houston said.

Houston, who owns a contracting firm, said he put up $10,000 of the reward him-
self, with the rest of the money donated by snake owners who learned of his plight

The reward is for the return of the snakes and arrest and conviction of the thief,
said Anaheim police spokesman Sgt. Rick Martinez.

It’s always raining
somewhere.

“Expect the
unexpected” 1s
the traveler’s
motto, so of
course we always
have a wide selection
of umbrellas and rain
gear In stock, no matter
what the weather.
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AMERICA’S LEADING SOURCE OF TRAVEL SUPPLIES

1006 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

At Wilshire & 10th, ten blocks up from the beach.
Open Monday ~ Saturday from 10 to 6. Sunday 11 to 4.

www.magellans.com
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MINIATURES WEST

18th Annual Miniature FANTASY SHOW & SALE
Dollhouse Miniatures & Accessories
NEW & EXCITING DEALERS & WORKSHOPS

Culver City Veteran’s Auditorium

4117 Overland Ave., Culver City (corer of Culver Blvd. & Overland)
FREE PARKING (behind auditorium or across the street at the courthouse)

Saturday, February 7, 2004 - 10a.m. to 5p.m.
Sunday, February 8, 2004 - 11a.m. to 4p.m.

www.Miniatureswest.com
FREE EXHIBIT ROOM ¢ FREE RAFFLE PRIZES FOR CHILDREN
Saturday & Sunday ROUNDTABLES OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
FREE Saturday & Sunday Youth Roundtables (1-2 pm for ages 8 to 12)

Drawing donations to benefit Angels Attic & Julia Ann Singer Foundation

General admission: $6 Children ages 6 to 12: $3
Discount for NAME. Membership with valid membership card. (No babystrollers)
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2627 Pico Blvd in Santa Monica

N

STATE

Federal appeals court rejects
DEA bid to outlaw hemp foods

BY TERENCE CHEA

Associated Press Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — Rejecting
one front of the government’s drug
war, a federal appeals court ruled
Friday the United States cannot ban
the sale of food made with natural
hemp that contains only trace
amounts of the psychoactive chemi-
cal in marijuana.

The decision overturns the Drug
Enforcement Administration’s ban
on the domestic sale of hemp food
products. The 9th U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals had suspended the prohi-
bition so judges could hear a chal-
lenge from the hemp industry, which
has been allowed to sell its products
while awaiting the court’s decision.

On Friday, the court said that
though the DEA has regulatory
authority over marijuana and syn-
thetically derived tetrahydrocannabi-
nol, or THC, the agency did not fol-
low the law in asserting authority
over hemp food products as well.

“They cannot regulate naturally-
occuring THC not contained within
or derived from marijuana,” the
court ruled, noting it’s not possible to
get high from products with only
trace amounts of the mind-altering
chemical.

The Hemp Industries Association,
which represents more than 200
companies, had challenged the legal-
ity of the ban and applauded Friday’s
decision.

“It validates what we’ve been say-
ing along, that hemp foods have
nothing to do with the drug war,”
said David Bronner, president of Dr.
Bronner’s Magic Soaps and chair-
man of the HIA food and oil com-
mittee. “Now we can concentrate on

DID YOU KNOW?

“It validates what we’ve been saying along, that
hemp foods have nothing to do with the drug war.”

— DAVID BRONNER
President of Dr. Bronner’s Magic Soaps,

Chairman of the HIA food and oil committee

marketing a tremendous nutritional
product without the government out
there harassing the marketplace.”

The DEA was still reviewing the
decision Friday and would not com-
ment, spokesman Bill Grant said.
Department of Justice spokesman
Charles Miller said federal lawyers
will review to “make a determination
about what the next step should be in
near future.”

Hemp is an industrial plant related
to marijuana. Fiber from the plant
long has been used to make paper,
clothing, rope and other products. Its
oil is found in body-care products
such as lotion, soap and cosmetics
and in a platter of foods, including
energy bars, waffles, milk-free
cheese, veggie burgers and bread.

Friday’s decision is the culmina-
tion of a complex case.

In October 2001, the DEA first
declared that food products contain-
ing even trace amounts of THC
would be banned under the
Controlled Substances Act. The
DEA ordered a halt to the production
and distribution of all goods contain-
ing THC that were intended for
human consumption.

But in March 2002, just before
those products were to be destroyed,
the 9th Circuit suspended that order
to decide whether federal law can
classify hemp food as an illegal con-
trolled substance like heroin.

= A peanut is not a nut but a legume.

In April 2002, DEA attorney
Daniel Dormont argued for the ban,
telling a three-judge appeals panel
that “there’s no way of knowing”
whether some food made with hemp
could get consumers high.

Hemp food sellers say their prod-
ucts are full of nutrition, not drugs.
They say the food contains such a
small amount of the active ingredient
in marijuana that it’s impossible to
feel any drug-like effects.

In June 2003, the court first over-
turned the DEA ban after finding the
agency didn’t provide enough warn-
ing or allow public comment before
imposing it. In that decision, the
court did not decide the ban’s legality
_ only that the government didn’t fol-
low proper bureaucratic procedure.

But by March 2003, even before
the court had made its first ruling, the
DEA had solicited public comment
and issued a new ban. It was the
legality of that second ban the
appeals court ruled against on Friday.

Hemp industry officials said the
decision would likely boost sales
because many retailers had been
reluctant to sell hemp products.

“Their ban was a real setback for
the industry initially,” said Eric
Steenstra, president of the lobbying
group Vote Hemp. “But I think this
ruling makes it clear that hemp food
is here to stay.”

il
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city of
Santa Monica”

Sustainable Quality Award

Nomination Deadline February 9th 2004

The Sustainable Quality Awards honor businesses and organizations that
make Santa Monica a better place to live and work. Awards are given to com-
panies that demonstrate commitment to the community in one or more of
the following three areas: economic development, stewardship of the natural
environment, and social responsibility. Winners will be honored at the May
4th Chamber Luncheon.

Nominations are quick and easy! Visit www.smsqa.com and click on
“SQA Nomination Form”, or contact the Chamber of Commerce at
310.393.9825 for more information.
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Megan’s Law report shows real reform remains elusive

BY KIM CURTIS

Associated Press Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — In the year since an
Associated Press investigation found widespread flaws in
California’s sex offender registry, a state housecleaning
has resulted in minor improvements to the Megan’s Law
database, but real reform remains elusive.

The AP report in January 2003 found that more than
33,000 rapists and child molesters had failed to register
with police as required. Attorney General Bill Lockyer
agreed the system had broken down, and said it would cost
at least $15 million annually to track down the missing.

A state audit later confirmed the AP’s findings, and
Lockyer’s agency did pledge to work more closely with
police to keep the database more accurate, for example
by automatically notifying law enforcement when an
offender fails to register.

Dozens of reform bills were proposed, but most died
as politicians focused on the recall campaign that put
Arnold Schwarzenegger in the governor’s office. At this
point, more money for the officers who try to keep track
of the state’s 67,357 convicted sex offenders is unlikely,
given California’s budget crisis.

In the year since the AP report, improved record-keep-
ing by state and local officials has determined that 3,277
missing sex offenders had died; 1,742 were deported,
1,897 were back behind bars and 5,464 moved out of state.

As of Jan. 30, 2004, only 33 percent of the state’s sex
offenders had failed to check in with police, compared to
44 percent a year earlier. But that’s still 22,060 missing
rapists and child molesters, all of whom are committing
the felony of failing to register. And few police depart-
ments spend the time and money it would take to put
them back in prison.

“It’s heartbreaking that nothing is being done,” said a
64-year-old Novato woman who was raped by Patrick
Ghilotti, a sexually violent predator who is campaigning
to be released. That idea terrifies the woman, who asked
not to be identified. “They’re turning their backs on us.
It’s a law and no one’s enforcing it.”

Lockyer declined to comment for this story, but his
spokeswoman said resources were redirected and many hours
of overtime were dedicated to cleaning up the numbers.

“We’ve made many improvements to the accuracy of
the information in the Megan’s Law database, but we still
have work to do,” Hallye Jordan said.

While Gov. Schwarzenegger also is “concerned about
the accuracy of the database,” according to his spokes-
woman Ashley Snee, he hasn’t decided whether to sup-
port providing more money to enforce Megan’s Law.

California isn’t unique in this regard — even the
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biggest supporters of Megan’s Law say the system
remains fundamentally flawed across the nation, since
almost all states rely on convicted sex offenders to check
in with law enforcement and few agencies provide the
resources to follow up.

A bill proposed by Sen. Dean Florez, D-Shafter, in
response to the AP investigation would have required
police to personally check in with sex offenders at their
homes once a year. “The current ‘honor’ system of hav-
ing sex offenders check in with local law enforcement
has proven itself ineffective in tracking sexual preda-
tors,” Florez said.

But that bill died. Only three minor changes were
signed into law — two of them to avoid losing federal
funding. Those measures require child pornographers to
register and give college police the ability to warn the
public about sex offenders. The third gave school district
police access to the database.

Other bills that died would have:

B required the state Justice Department to report to
the Legislature each year about sex offenders’ compli-
ance with registration requirements

B expanded the information the public can see while
searching the Megan’s Law database

M required juvenile sex offenders to register

M required police to confirm addresses of offenders

B required public notification on the whereabouts of
all offenders.

Two measures remain alive, barely — making the
database Internet accessible, which 40 other states
already do; and providing state and local officials with
$30 million for Megan’s Law enforcement.

California’s children have been betrayed, says Laura
Ahearn, executive director of Parents for Megan’s Law, a
national victims’ rights group.

“Megan’s Law can really help a community protect its
kids if it’s implemented properly,” Ahearn said.
“Lawmakers really had an opportunity to make things right.

For some reason, in California, it’s just not happening.”

Instead of improving the system and justifying the
public’s faith in it, state officials have gone to great
lengths to remind citizens that the database is inherently
inaccurate.

“The Department of Justice makes no representation,
either implied or express, that all information on this site
is accurate or complete,” reads the disclaimer on the
Megan’s Law screen in bright red type.

California also still requires people to go to a local law
enforcement agency, sign a form and, in many cases,
make an appointment before searching the database.
Once inside, they have to check a box acknowledging
they’ve read the disclaimer before each search of a ZIP
code or a particular offender.

People who do make the effort will see something new
— as of Jan. 1, the public can see whether an offender
has failed to register, and for how long. Until this change,
only police could see that many offenders had long since
disappeared. More than 9,000 have been in violation
since 1996, and at least 800 more offenders have van-
ished every year since.

The law is named for 7-year-old Megan Kanka of
New Jersey, who was raped and killed by a child moles-
ter who had moved in across the street. All states have
similar laws designed to warn communities about the
presence of such ex-cons.
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Lawmakers happily work
to divvy up $1.2B surplus

BY ROBERT W. BLACK

Associated Press Writer

CHEYENNE, Wyo. — New schools.
A big bonus for teachers. New water and
sewer systems. While most states grapple
with budget deficits, Wyoming is happily
debating what to do with a $1.2 billion
projected surplus, and those items and
more are on the table.

“It’s a phenomenal opportunity to do
things that the state has only dreamed of
for decades,” Gov. Dave Freudenthal said.

The windfall represents three-quarters
of the state’s current General Fund spend-
ing. By comparison, a surplus in
California of the same proportion would
be $59 billion.

Despite a slowly improving economy,
30 states are projecting combined deficits
of $39 billion to $41 billion, according to
The Rockefeller Institute.

Wyoming, though, has enjoyed a rev-
enue resurgence, primarily from higher
oil and natural gas prices, leaving officials
with spending and saving options they
haven’t seen in their lifetimes.

“Severance tax states — West Virginia
for example, Wyoming, New Mexico,
Oklahoma and Louisiana to some extent
— have done better than most states,” said
Arturo Perez, fiscal analyst for the
National Conference of State Legislatures.

The big surplus comes as Wyoming
lawmakers convene their budget session
on Monday. Their biggest question is
deciding how much to spend and how
much to save.

“We don’t have money to throw away,
but we do have money to allocate to real
needs,” Freudenthal said.

The needs include a prison expansion,
rising Medicaid costs and a $500 million
backlog of public school construction and
repairs.

Jami Nicotera, a Kemmerer homemak-
er, suggests spending a portion of the sur-
plus on teachers.

“I’'m not talking about computers and
books,” she said. “If nothing else, a bonus
for educators that directly deal with our
students — not administrators. Our kids

are our future.”

Senate President April Brimmer Kunz,
R-Cheyenne, cautions that with a large
surplus come higher requests from state
agencies and groups looking for a bigger
slice of the pie. She suggests legislators
focus on fixing schools and state build-
ings and helping local governments.

“We have a lot of failing water and
sewer systems around the state and we
need to take care of it while we have the
money to do so,” she said.

Rep. Wayne Reese, D-Cheyenne,
House minority floor leader, agrees with
the need to address deferred maintenance.

“Anyone that owns a home can tell you
it’s a lot cheaper to fix the roof today than
it is to wait and fix the roof and the interi-
or water damage later,” he said.

Still, spending for ongoing government
operations would increase 19 percent, or
$285 million, under Freudenthal’s budget
proposal.

Rep. Randall Luthi, R-Freedom, House
majority floor leader, said that while
Wyoming’s finances are in much better
shape than most states, he is concerned his
colleagues might be harboring a false sense
of security. Minerals prices can drop just as
rapidly as they have risen, he cautions.

He hopes the Legislature approves a
plan to put more money into the $2 billion
Permanent Wyoming Mineral Trust Fund,
interest earnings of which help defray the
cost of government. By law, about $197
million of the surplus will flow automati-
cally into the fund. Luthi and others want to
contribute another $100 million to the fund.

“If we don’t put at least $100 million
into the trust fund, we’re setting ourselves
up for a tax increase in the next few
years,” he said.

Freudenthal does not want any more
money than necessary put in the perma-
nent fund. Once the money is placed in
the fund it cannot be withdrawn.

But the debate over what to do with the
surplus beats the alternative of working
with a deficit.

“I think it’s a wonderful time to be
president of the Senate,” Kunz said. “T
feel so lucky.”

Utility chief: Wind power
will always be niche industry

BY DAN D’AMBROSIO

Associated Press Writer

DENVER — Environmentalists and
utilities are clashing over how much the
West should use wind-powered electricity.

“We’re a big supporter of wind,” said
Wayne Brunetti, the chairman and chief
executive of Xcel Energy. “But at the time
when customers have the greatest needs,
it’s typically not available.”

Wind power has been championed for
decades because it is a free, renewable
resource that doesn’t pollute the air or
water. But some wind farms don’t pro-
duce electricity efficiently enough to
compete with oil, coal and natural gas.
Even some environmentalists say the tur-
bine blades kill too many birds.

Xcel has contracted to buy 162
megawatts of electricity from the nation’s
fifth-largest wind farm south of Lamar,
Colo. The Colorado Green Wind Project
covers 11,840 acres and is jointly owned
by PPM Energy of Portland, Ore., and

Shell WindEnergy Inc. of Amsterdam,
Netherlands.

The power generated by Colorado
Green from 108 wind turbines is enough
to serve the energy needs of about 50,000
homes and businesses.

Speaking at the annual National
Western Mining Conference, Brunetti
said there is only so much wind can do to
help meet the growing demand for power
in the West.

He said for every 10 megawatts of
capacity for wind power, the utility effec-
tively gets one megawatt of power com-
parable to coal-fired generation because
of wind’s intermittent nature.

Once a coal-fired plant is turned on, it
essentially generates electricity around
the clock for the life of the plant.

Another problem with wind power,
Brunetti said, is that it’s often not where
the people are.

“Where there’s wind, there’s no load,”
he said.
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Environmentalists call Bush budget an illusion

BY MATTHEW DALY

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON With  the
November election looming, the Bush
administration is touting plans to boost
spending on environmental programs cru-
cial to the West.

From preventing wildfires in national
forests to restoring salmon in the
Columbia and Snake rivers, the presi-
dent’s budget proposal includes a host of
new spending for the region.

The $2.4 trillion spending plan for the
budget year that begins Oct. 1 also would
boost spending for land and water conser-
vation programs and maintenance and
construction in national parks.

It’s all part of an effort to showcase the
president’s commitment to the environ-
ment, the White House says, noting that
overall spending on the environment and
natural resources would jump to a record
$46.9 billion — 3 percent higher than the
amount Bush proposed last year.

But environmentalists and some
Democrats say the administration’s budg-
et numbers don’t add up.

They accuse the president of trying to
make up for a weak record on the envi-
ronment by placing a “green sheen” on a
budget they say would actually cut money
for most environmental programs.

Most of the increases — including a
much-touted plan to spend $760 million
to fully fund the new Healthy Forests

“The president is not suddenly going to become an
environmentalist after all these years of rolling back
protections for the environment.”

— REP. JAY INSLEE
D-Wash.

Restoration Act — amount to little more
than accounting tricks aimed at helping
Bush win re-election, critics say.

“A leopard doesn’t change it spots,”
said Rep. Jay Inslee, D-Wash., a longtime
Bush critic. “The president is not sudden-
ly going to become an environmentalist
after all these years of rolling back protec-
tions for the environment.”

Jay Ward, conservation director for the
Oregon Natural Resources Council, called
the shift in emphasis an election-year con-
version, saying the administration would
pay for forest thinning by diverting
money from other accounts.

Administration officials dispute that.
Mark Rey, the agriculture undersecretary
who oversees forest issues, said the pro-
posed budget includes at least $80 million
in new spending for forest-thinning and
other activities.

The money would be used to treat up to
4 million acres at risk of fire — an
increase of about 300,000 acres over cur-
rent efforts and quadruple the amount
treated in 2000, when 8 million acres of
forest land burned. Most of the thinning

W?: Brooklyn is the Dutch n

projects — which include prescribed
burns and removal of underbrush that
fuels wildfires — would be focused near
homes and communities.

Chad Kolton, a spokesman for the White
House budget office, calls the healthy forest
law one of Bush’s top priorities.

“This is a bill that the president pro-
posed and worked with the Congress to
ultimately pass, and so he’s committing
resources to a program he has champi-
oned,” Kolton said.

But environmentalists called the $760
million figure misleading. They said it
applies to a range of activities that go
beyond projects to remove small trees and
underbrush.

The budget for so-called hazardous
fuels reduction is actually $475 million,
environmentalists say — $33 million more
than this year’s figure but far short of the
$760 million authorized by Congress.

At the same time, the budget increases
timber industry subsidies and cuts grants
to state and private forestry programs by
42 percent, to $77 million, they said.

The cut for state and private forestry

shows the administration’s true priorities,
said Tiernan Sittenfeld, a spokeswoman
for the U.S. Public Interest Research
Group, an advocacy organization. “That’s
the line item that really does protect local
communities and homes,” she said.

Environmentalists also questioned the
administration’s promise to increase spend-
ing for Pacific Coast salmon recovery by 10
percent — to $100 million — saying that is
just a fraction of the overall budget for
salmon recovery in the Northwest.

The administration’s $607 million pro-
posal to recover endangered salmon in the
Columbia and Snake River Basin is 8 per-
cent less than the White House requested
last year and 4 percent less than enacted by
Congress, said Pat Ford, executive director
of the Save Our Wild Salmon Coalition.

At $900 million, the administration
says its budget request would fully fund
land and water conservation programs.

But environmentalists say the true fig-
ure is closer to $314 million. The admin-
istration’s figure includes more than a
dozen other, ongoing programs as part of
the Land and Water Conservation Fund, a
“smoke and mirrors” trick that masks its
true intentions, said Bonnie Galvin, direc-
tor of budget and appropriations programs
for The Wilderness Society.

“National  treasures  from  the
Everglades to our neighborhood parks
will suffer from the resulting net loss in
funds for expanding ... parks, refuges and
forests,” she said.

e for broken valley.
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Will Janet Jackson change
broadcast standards?

BY DAVID BAUDER

AP Television Writer

NEW YORK — The one-second flash
of Janet Jackson’s breast at the Super
Bowl could end up putting the brakes on
years of plunging standards in the down-
and-dirty entertainment industry.

“This particular event might be, for the
moment, the straw that broke the camel’s
back on the patience of the audience,”
said talk show host Carson Daly, a veter-
an presence on MTV, which produced the
offending halftime show. “Tolerance of
this sort of sexual imagery may have
reached its peak.”

Unlike other milestones of indecency
— rock star Bono using the f-word on the
2003 Golden Globes, or Madonna and
Britney Spears tongue-kissing on MTV
— Jackson chose to reveal herself before
the largest TV audience of the year.

And she did it precisely when federal
authorities are mulling a crackdown on
broadcast indecency.

The Jackson case could have a “galva-
nizing effect” on the move to toughen
standards, said FCC Commissioner
Michael Copps, who has complained his
commission has been toothless in
responding to complaints.

At the very least, he said, it punctures
the argument of people who say that those
who are bothered by things on TV just
shouldn’t watch.

“How do you turn off the Super
Bowl?” Copps asked.

“There is going to be a national conver-
sation on this,” said Brent Bozell, presi-
dent of the Parents Television Council,
which has long complained about sex and
violence on the tube. “I think what this has
done is sensitized the public.”

The fallout continued Thursday:

W CBS, already facing an FCC probe
for the halftime show, said it would
broadcast Sunday’s Grammy Awards with
a five-minute delay to allow time to edit
out any offensive images. Jackson had
been scheduled to appear on the show, but
her publicist, Steven Huvane, said
Thursday she would not attend.

Bl A banker from Knoxville, Tenn.,
filed a class action lawsuit against
Jackson, dance partner Justin Timberlake,
CBS, halftime show producers MTV and
the networks’ parent company, Viacom.
Terri Carlin said the “sexually explicit
conduct” by the performers caused mil-
lions of people to “suffer outrage, anger,
embarrassment and serious injury.”

B NBC cut a scene from Thursday’s
“ER” that showed an elderly patient’s
breast, saying the current atmosphere
made it too difficult for affiliates to air the
segment.

B ABC said it would add a delay for its
Feb. 29 broadcast of the Academy
Awards. TNT also said it was considering
a delay for the entertainment portion of
the NBA All-Star Game, featuring
Beyonce, OutKast and Christina Aguilera.

B The NFL cut a halftime production
number by one of Timberlake’s ‘N Sync
bandmates, JC Chasez, planned for
Sunday’s Pro Bowl in Honolulu, because
Chasez’s song contained the words
“horny” and “naughty.” He’ll be replaced
by hula dancers and local singers.

B AOL spokesman Jim Whitney
declined to comment on reports that the
company would seek a refund of the $7.5

million it paid to sponsor the halftime show.

Shock and titillation in popular culture
is nothing new.

From Elvis Presley’s scandalously
swiveling hips to Ozzy Osbourne’s bleep-
fest on his MTV show, performers have
banked on outrageousness to excite and
incite an audience.

These days, two words you never
would have heard on TV or the radio 10
years ago — which rhyme with itch and
pass — are everyday occurrences.

TV executives are also desperate to
reach a young audience; it’s no coinci-
dence that CBS and the NFL turned to
MTYV, the network of “Punk’d” and
“Jackass,” to produce its halftime show,
said social historian Neal Gabler.

“In a sense, they asked for this,”
Gabler said. “This is not something that
happened out of the blue.”

Entertainers may be unaware of a
growing repulsion over content, Bozell
said. The PTC’s membership shot up after
the FCC ruled that Bono’s f-word didn’t
violate indecency rules because it was
used as an adjective and not a noun or
verb, he said.

In flashing her breast at the Super
Bowl, Jackson picked a broadcast that
was seen by nearly 90 million people,
compared with the 11 million people who
saw Madonna and Spears’ liplock live.

Sunday’s audience included millions
of parents and childrens watching togeth-
er — parents who aren’t used to MTV,
and who might already have been uncom-
fortable by the skimpy costumes and sug-
gestive dancing leading up to Jackson’s
finale, Bozell said.

“Parents wouldn’t know to turn their
television off before that happened,” first
lady Laura Bush said in an interview with
CNN on Thursday.

Some, however, are disgusted by the
reaction, noting the show came amidst a
spectacle feature bone-crunching vio-
lence, sexed-up cheerleaders and TV ads
for pills to cure impotence.

“Give me a break,” former NBA star
Charles Barkley said. “There are a lot
more trashier things on television than
Janet Jackson.”

One father who watched the game with
his 12-year-old son said the Jackson
dance passed uncommented upon, but he
was caught short when the boy asked,
“Dad, what’s erectile dysfunction?”

Like those ads, the political context
can’t be ignored.

Congress held hearings last week on
indecency standards and legislation was
proposed sharply increasing fines on
broadcasters. The FCC last week also pro-
posed a record $755,000 fine against
Clear Channel Communications for a
“Bubba the Love Sponge” program that
included graphic discussions about sex
and drugs.

The Washington rumblings explain
some of the network skittishness, such as
the new delay systems and the “ER” edit-
ing, said Martin Kaplan, a professor at the
University of Southern California’s
Annenberg School for Communications.

“The excision of that ("ER’) scene
shows that people have not grown up
enough to make a distinction between
artistic expression and vulgarity for prof-
it,” Kaplan said. “That’s what happens in
the context of a witch hunt.”
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GOP wary of Bush’s slump but poised for election fight

BY DAVID ESPO
AP Special Correspondent

WASHINGTON — His support
slumping in the polls, President Bush is
campaigning more vigorously for re-elec-
tion at the same time Republicans unleash
their surrogates to take the shine off
Democratic front-runner John Kerry.

“The polls are where we expected them
to be,” Republican Party chairman Ed
Gillespie said Friday in an interview, one of
several GOP officials to attribute Bush’s
slippage to months of attacks by Democrats.

“Our political season hasn’t really
begun yet.”

While other GOP officials privately
acknowledged concern about Bush’s
political standing, several sources said
Republicans intend to begin airing televi-
sion commercials soon after Democrats
settle on a nominee — whether that
occurs as early as the Feb. 17 Wisconsin
primary or later.

Eventually, Republicans hope to depict
Kerry as a liberal whose rhetoric is often
at odds with his record, according to sev-
eral party strategists.

Terry Holt, a spokesman for the presi-
dent’s re-election committee, declined to
discuss plans for advertising. At the same
time, he said, “There won’t be such a free
ride” for the president’s Democratic chal-
lenger in the fall campaign.

For his part, Bush has taken to shad-
owing Democrats, and officials say he’ll
soon embark on a heavier round of travel.

He flew to New Hampshire two days
after the state’s presidential primary, hop-
ing to erase any damage inflicted by

“The polls are where we expected them to be.”

— ED GILLESPIE
Republican Party chairman

weeks of Democratic campaigning. A few
days after the South Carolina primary, he
flew to Charleston in an appearance
designed to regain the political spotlight
in that state as well.

On Sunday, Bush is booked for an
hour-long interview on NBC’s “Meet the
Press,” the first for a chief executive who
has set a modern record for fewest full-
scale news conferences. Next week, he
also goes to Florida for the Daytona 500
— a high-profile event in a sport that has
expanded its appeal in recent years
beyond Southern white conservatives to a
more diverse audience.

First Lady Laura Bush is also raising
her profile, and told CNN in an interview
this week that the couple’s 22-year-old
daughters, Jenna and Barbara, are con-
templating a role in what may be their
father’s last campaign.

The increased activity comes at a time
when a spate of polls show the president’s
support is slipping, and some surveys put
Kerry in the lead.

The decline is particularly noticeable
in The Associated Press poll conducted by
Ipsos-Public Affairs earlier this week.
Bush’s approval rating stood at 47 percent
in the survey, with 50 percent of those
polled saying they disapprove of his per-
formance in office.

A month earlier, Bush’s approval stood at

56 percent, with disapproval at 42 percent.

In the poll completed this week, 37 per-
cent of those surveyed said they would def-
initely vote to re-elect Bush, while 43 per-
cent said they would definitely vote for
someone else. Another 18 percent said they
would consider voting for someone else.

Bush’s campaign aides attribute the
decline to months of ceaseless
Democratic criticism of the president,
largely left without a counter.

“For several weeks, John Kerry and the
other candidates have had center stage
and have issued a lot of angry attacks
against the president,” Holt said. “As the
race narrows to a two-man contest we
expect that it will be very tight, very com-
petitive all the way down to the end.”

“We’ve been prepared for that from the
very beginning,” he said, noting, for exam-
ple, that the re-election committee began
the year with $99 million in the bank.

Several officials also concede that
Bush has been buffeted by other factors,
as well.

While economic growth has picked up
dramatically in recent months, job cre-
ation has been slow. That is particularly
true in the Midwest, where the AP-Ipsos
poll shows Bush’s approval is 39 percent,
weaker than in any other regions.

While Bush’s campaign conducts
statewide polls rather than regional sur-

veys, several Republicans familiar with the
findings said the president faces difficulties
in states such as Michigan and Ohio.

While Bush got a modest gain in cer-
tain polls following Saddam Hussein’s
capture, that has worn off, and recent
reports suggesting that no weapons of
mass destruction may ever be found in
Iraq have not been helpful, in the view of
some Republicans.

As well, some conservatives in
Congress have been openly critical of
Bush’s new budget, calling for additional
steps to rein in large, recurring deficits.
Others criticized Bush’s new immigration
proposal, calling it amnesty.

Still, Republicans say Kerry’s record
offers them ample areas to attack.

Ken Mehlman, Bush’s campaign man-
ager, indicated Republicans might target
his proposal to roll back tax cuts for those
making more than $200,000 in income.
“Higher taxes as a way to grow jobs was
rejected in an election 20 years ago,” he
said, referring to Democrat Walter F.
Mondale’s proposal to raise taxes in the
1984 campaign.

Mehlman and other Republicans also
indicated that they will attempt to depict
Kerry as beholden to the special interests
he routinely denounces in his campaign
appearances.

Already, Gillespie has made speeches
that question Kerry’s record on defense
and national security issues, at the same
time he notes the Massachusetts senator’s
service in Vietnam. His “long record in
the Senate is one of advocating policies
that would weaken our national security,”
Gillespie said last month.
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Vegas a final stop for hundreds of suicidal people

VEGAS, from page 1

ted suicide at Disney World.

“They pick Las Vegas and kill them-
selves,” former Clark County Coroner Ron
Flud said. “It’s a fact.”

But saying exactly why is not so
straightforward.

Experts and family members have their
thoughts — from the city’s culture of
anonymity to despair, in some cases, over
gambling losses. But each case is different.

As one suicide note said, “Here there
are no answers.”

B Orbe married Chiarella in Las Vegas
three years ago and found the city luxurious.

“They always showered him with the
attention he felt he deserved,” she said.

The two had separated and planned to
divorce. Chiarella said Orbe was also
despondent over recent financial setbacks.
But what he was thinking will always be
unclear.

“Lawrence remained a mystery to
those close to him,” she said.

Four months after Orbe’s suicide,
Gloreah Hendricks, 30, jumped from the
ninth floor of the Aladdin hotel-casino
parking garage on July 19, 2003.

Her family thought Hendricks was on
vacation in Las Vegas, which she consid-
ered beautiful, said her mother, Rosemary
Pitts of Montgomery, Ala.

In her car, police found a note that said:
“One stop and away I go.”

Matthew Naylor didn’t leave a note
before killing himself on June 21, 2002, at
the Plaza hotel-casino.

The 31-year-old lost hope, said his
father, Lewis Naylor, an engineer in
Baltimore: “He just had a lot of chal-
lenges in life and gave up. He couldn’t see
how it was all going to come together to
make a life worth living.”

David Strickland, a 29-year-old
Hollywood actor, whose wrists were
scarred from previous suicide attempts,
toured strip clubs and partied before he
put a bed sheet around his neck at the
Oasis Motel on March 22, 1999.

Strickland was depressed he “had fall-
en off the wagon,” his friend and fellow
actor Andy Dick, told investigators.
Strickland, who was in Alcoholics
Anonymous, was worried his girlfriend

[renade’s holiday —— =

would leave him after his relapse.

But why Las Vegas?

“I’ve asked myself that 100 times,”
said Judi Kagiwada of Middleboro,
Mass., whose 39-year-old husband,
Terrence, hanged himself at a downtown
casino on March 5, 2003.

Relatives suggest their dead loved ones
might have been attracted to a place
where you can get lost, and be found only
when it’s too late.

Experts say some might have been
looking for one last sign not to pull the
trigger or tie the noose: A jackpot, black-
jack or smile. Anything.

“You’re in a place that nobody cares.
It’s not famous for being warm and fuzzy.
It’s a place you can be anonymous and
die,” said David P. Phillips, a sociologist at
the University of California at San Diego,
who co-authored a 1997 study that found
Las Vegas had the highest level of suicide
in the nation for residents and visitors.

Still, he said, “I wouldn’t bet big
money on any particular explanation”
behind the deaths.

Victims included a banker, musician,
immigration officer, pharmacist, exotic
dancer, taxi cab driver, disc jockey, car
salesman and professional gambler. Most
came from California, same as the
tourists. Others hailed from Texas,
Wisconsin, New York, Utah, Kansas,
Maine and Oklahoma — 26 states and
two foreign countries in all.

Almost all had medical, financial or
domestic problems. In some cases, vic-
tims appeared to suffer from gambling
addiction or killed themselves only after
Las Vegas took their money.

Elton Beamish, 24, drove to Las Vegas
from Ann Arbor, Mich., where he was a
student at the University of Michigan. He
checked into a motel Jan. 12, 2000. Four
days later he was dead. His checkbook
told the story.

Beamish lost his financial-aid money
and became depressed. He bought a 12-
gauge shotgun from Kmart, put it in his
mouth and pulled the trigger.

B Suicide destinations exist around the
world, the most famous of which is the
Golden Gate Bridge, where more than
1,000 people have jumped to their deaths
since the bridge was constructed in 1937.

S1

It averages about 20 suicides a year.

Other places resonate with the suicidal,
such as Mount Mihara in Japan and the
Empire State Building in New York.

Las Vegas is different. It has no associ-
ation with death, even though in 2001
Nevada ranked third behind New Mexico
and Montana in suicide rates, according to
the American Association of Suicidology.
For many years it was No. 1.

From 1991 to 2002, 4,994 people killed
themselves in Nevada. Of those, about 11
percent, or 547, were from out of state.
Most suicides take place in southern
Nevada’s populous Clark County, home to
the Strip and its decadence and debauchery.

“Vegas is a canvas for American neuro-
sis,” UNLV history professor Hal
Rothman said. “It’s a place where we
paint our hopes, dreams, fears and appre-
hensions. ... It’s the city of excess. What
could be more of an excess than killing
yourself?”

“The average person who comes here
still sees it as Sin City, where the rules of
their lives have been suspended, where
their actions have no consequences.”

There are consequences to suicide, of
course.

The body of William L. Mauldin IIT
was discovered Aug. 2, 1999, in a swath
of rocky dirt next to New York-New York
hotel-casino’s 10-story parking garage.

In the 32-year-old disc jockey’s pocket
was a note for his mother: “Tell her I'm
sorry and I love her with all my heart. I
have been depressed for almost a year
now. Don’t blame anyone but me.”

Finding the body would have devastat-
ed family members, and that may partly
explain why William chose Las Vegas,
brother Rob Mauldin said. “He was prob-
ably trying to protect love ones from the
horror.”

Nothing protects families from the
long-term hurt that follows the death noti-
fication, and yet county Coroner Michael
Murphy said the news doesn’t always
come as a shock.

“Some even expect the call,” he said.

B More than 90 people, both tourists
and locals, have committed suicide inside
a casino or on hotel properties in Clark
County since 1998. Twenty have jumped
from casinos and parking garages, includ-

ing three from the Stratosphere hotel-casi-
no, the tallest building west of the
Mississippi.

Casino companies could do more, but
they “don’t want to be connected to us,”
says Dorothy Bryant, director of the
Suicide Prevention Center in Las Vegas.
Hotels could place the center’s hot line
number in rooms or other places for
guests, she says.

Alan Feldman, MGM Mirage senior
vice president for public affairs, said sav-
ing people who are suicidal once they
arrive in Las Vegas probably is impossible.

“If a person’s closest friends and fami-
ly ... can’t prevent it,” Feldman said,
“How is the bellman at the hotel all of a
sudden going to have this miraculous
cure? I don’t know if there is very much
we can do.”

M It was not a hot line but coincidence
that saved one 51-year-old Texas man’s life.
Seven and a half years ago, he bought a
one-way ticket to Las Vegas to kill himself.

“I came here knowing I was going to
do it,” he said at his Las Vegas apartment,
speaking on condition that he not be iden-
tified. “I felt very comfortable with it. All
of sudden nothing bothered me.”

He checked into the Westward Ho
hotel-casino on the Strip and wandered
the city drinking and gambling for about
two weeks before finally deciding to die
July 19, 1996.

He cut some nylon rope from the
room’s curtains, looped it around a pipe
and tied a noose. A maid caught him test-
ing the rope. Police arrived and there was
a standoff. He told officers he had a bomb
so they wouldn’t rush him.

Thinking of his mother, he later
changed his mind and surrendered.

The Vietnam veteran, who suffers from
post traumatic stress disorder, according
to his doctor, was institutionalized, given
treatment and eventually released.

Suicide is never far away — he’s tried
it twice since.

Las Vegas will be his final stop, though
it’s hard for him to say precisely why.

“I always felt something lured me here.
This was my destiny. I can’t get away
from it. I can’t get out from under it. It’s
going to end here. I can tell you that.”

live and local
days a week

Your only source of daily news in Santa Monica
Call today for a great, affordable advertising rates to

propel your business to the next level.

310-458-PRESS (7737)
1427 Third Street Promenade Santa Monica
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Bush picks seven members for study commission on Iraq

BY KEN GUGGENHEIM

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — President Bush
named seven people Friday to sit on an
independent study commission to look
into intelligence failures on Iraqi
weapons, choosing former Democratic
Sen. Charles S. Robb and retired judge
Laurence Silberman, a Republican, to
head the panel.

“We must stay ahead of constantly
changing intelligence challenges,” Bush
said. “The stakes for our country cannot
be higher.”

Robb was a former U.S. senator and
governor of Virginia and son-in-law of the
late President Johnson. He is married to
Lynda Bird Johnson and has been practic-
ing law since leaving the Senate.
Silberman is a conservative who served as
deputy attorney general in the Nixon and
Ford administrations. He was named to the
appeals court by President Reagan in 1985.

Bush directed federal agencies to coop-
erate with the commission, which will
report to the nation by March 2005. Bush
said he has yet to select the remaining two
members of the nine-member panel.

R-Ariz., to be a member of the commis-
sion.

Bush had come under increasing pres-
sure from Democrats in recent days in the
wake of the admission by chief weapons
inspector David Kay that he could not sub-
stantiate that Saddam Hussein had the kind
of weapons arsenal the administration
maintained was in existence, and which it
used to justify the invasion of Iraq.

Bush also named Lloyd Cutler, former
White House counsel to Presidents Carter
and Clinton; former federal judge Patricia
M. Wald; Yale University president Richard
C. Levin, and Adm. William O. Studeman,
former deputy director of the CIA.

Wald, a respected former chief judge
for the U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals for
the District of Columbia, served as a
judge on the International Criminal
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia.

In a visit to the United Nations, where
he relied on Tenet’s intelligence in a futile
attempt for Security Council backing for
the war, Powell said Friday: “I don’t think
any apologies are necessary.”

“It represented the best judgment we
had” and “there is no evidence to suggest
we were wrong,” he said. And yet, Powell
acknowledged “we could not be sure of

the nature of the stockpile.”

U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan
said, “It is ironic that Secretary of State
Colin Powell is in the building. There has
been some damage. Damage that probably
will take some time to heal. People are
going to be very suspicious when we try to
use intelligence to justify certain actions.”

Annan also said that inelligence is nec-
essary for government work and said that
“we need to be careful not to throw every-
thing out of the window.”

Bush had initially opposed a commis-
sion, but agreed to do so as calls grew
from Republican lawmakers as well as
Democrats. But the White House said the
commission would look beyond problems
in Iraq and examine the handling of intel-
ligence on terrorists and U.S. adversaries.

Democrats said any commission
appointed solely by Bush could not be
considered independent and objective.
They have called for an examination not
only of the work of intelligence agencies,
but whether the White House pressured
analysts and manipulated data to boost the
case for war.

Kay, the former CIA adviser for the
Iraqi weapons search, has said he does not
believe analysts were pressured. But he

said Thursday that the commission should
look into whether political leaders manip-
ulated intelligence data.

“I think that is an important question
that needs to be understood,” he said
Thursday at the Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace.

CIA Director George Tenet offered a
forceful defense of prewar intelligence in a
speech at Georgetown University
Thursday. He said the intelligence was
mostly on target and that the analyses were
reasonable given the information available
to the United States and other nations.

He made clear that analysts differed on
important aspects of Saddam Hussein’s
chemical, biological and nuclear pro-
grams. Tenet said analysts had never
claimed Iraq posed an imminent threat,
but provided an objective picture of
Saddam’s efforts to build and conceal
weapons programs. He also said that no
one told analysts “what to say or how to
say it.”

On Friday morning, Bush met with
Charles Duelfer, who is taking over the
weapons search in Iraq, and told him that
he “wants him to find the truth ... it is
important that we know all the facts,”
McClellan said.

Bush also picked Sen. John McCain,

WORLD BRIEFLY

U.S. forces search for militants

By The Associated Press

BAGHDAD, Iraq — American forces are tracking a
shadowy militant group that claimed responsibility for
suicide bombings earlier this week while U.S. and Iraqi
forces say they’ve captured more than 100 suspected
guerrillas in raids across the country.

Separately, of well-wishers gathered Friday near the
house of Iraq’s most powerful Shiite cleric, Grand
Ayatollah Ali al-Husseini al-Sistani, in the holy city of
Najaf to check reports of an attempt on his life. They
were assured that their spiritual leader is safe and
accounts of a failed assassination were a lie.

U.S. Army Brig. Gen. Mark Kimmitt said the mili-
tary is following up on claims by a group calling itself
the Ansar al-Sunna Army that it carried out the bomb-
ings on Sunday that killed at least 109 people at Kurdish
political offices in the northern city of Irbil.

The group said it targeted the “dens of the devils”
because of the Kurds’ ties to the United States. Kimmitt
said the U.S. military believes Ansar al-Sunna is a splin-
ter group of Ansar al-Islam, which is believed to be
linked to the al-Qaida terrorist network.

Exiled Taylor may suffer frozen assets

By The Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS — The United State wants to
freeze the assets of exiled Liberian President Charles
Taylor, who has been indicted by the United Nations for
war crimes, a U.N. diplomat said Friday.

Secretary of State Colin Powell was expected to
appeal for new sanctions against Taylor, his family and
associates later Friday in a speech to a donors confer-
ence organized to solicit nearly $500 million to rebuild
Liberia after a 14-year civil war.

Taylor fled into exile in Nigeria on Aug. 11 as rebels
laid siege to the Liberian capital, Monrovia. His depar-
ture cleared the way for a power-sharing deal between
his government and the rebels after a war that claimed
more than 150,000 lives.

Taylor has been indicted by a U.N.-backed war-
crimes court in Sierra Leone for supporting that coun-
try’s vicious rebel movement, the Revolutionary United
Front. Powell wants the assets of the former Liberian
leader and his close associates frozen, the U.N. diplomat
said, speaking on condition of anonymity.

Taylor’s host in exile, Nigerian President Olusegun
Obasanjo, has said Nigeria would persuade the former
Liberian leader to return home to face trial if Liberians
set up a war-crimes court. But Liberia’s interim govern-
ment leader, Gyude Bryant — who also was to address
Friday’s donors conference — has said Taylor should go
to Sierra Leone for trial.

Three women dead, police clueless

By The Associated Press

SHELBY, N.C. — Police Chief Charlie VanHoy isn’t
quite sure what he has on his hands, but he’s worried.

From August to November last year, three elderly
women were found dead in their beds, dressed in their
nightclothes, with no sign of forced entry into their
homes. Phone lines were severed, yet medical examin-
ers found no foul play.

Further confusing matters, jewelry, pocket books —
even loaded guns — were not taken.

“This is just baffling and very frustrating,” VanHoy
said Thursday.

Lottie Mae Ledford, 85, was found dead in August.
The body of Margaret Tessneer, 79, was discovered
about a month later. And Lillian Mullinix, 87, was found
dead in November.

Dollar value still down

By The Associated Press

Germany, France, Britain, Italy and Canada — the so-
called Group of Seven countries who meet four times a
year to assess the global economy — were also sched-
uled to hear firsthand reports from their counterparts in
Iraq and Afghanistan on efforts to revive those two war-
torn economies.

Former rival Gephardt may back Kerry

By The Associated Press

UNDATED — Already flush with endorsements
from establishment Democrats, presidential front-run-
ner John Kerry is poised to secure the backing of former
rival Dick Gephardt and his once-loyal labor unions,
further clearing the Massachusetts senator’s path toward
the nomination.

His opponents, meanwhile, are seeking to slow his
rapid rise and establish themselves as his alternative. A
fallen Howard Dean is camping out in Wisconsin with
hopes of resurrecting his struggling campaign. And,
sons of the South, John Edwards and Wesley Clark, are
stumping in that region.

The upcoming campaign calendar likely will heap
even more momentum and more delegates onto Kerry as
well. His rivals haven’t made much of an effort in
Michigan, Washington or Maine, where contests this
weekend offer 228 delegates combined.

Edwards, who won South Carolina’s primary, and
Clark, who found victory in Oklahoma, both looked to
Tuesday’s primaries in Tennessee and Virginia, with 151
delegates, to keep Kerry winless in the South and keep
their own candidacies alive.

Co-eds learn homeland security

By The Associated Press

BOCA RATON, Fla. — The Bush administration,
hoping to reverse the loss of 2.8 million U.S. manufac-
turing jobs since mid-2000, is resisting pressure from its
European allies to step in and halt a steep slide in the
value of the U.S. dollar.

While the greenback’s drop to record lows against the
euro, the common currency of 12 European countries, is
causing economic heartburn among European executives
faced with increased competition from now cheaper-
priced American goods, it is bringing hope of an export
revival to beleaguered American manufacturers.

The sagging dollar and America’s soaring trade and
budget deficits were expected to be top discussion top-
ics as U.S. Treasury Secretary John Snow and Federal
Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan serve as hosts for a
two-day meeting of America’s major economic allies at
an exclusive Florida resort.

The top finance officials of the United States, Japan,

PHILADELPHIA — With classes like “Terrorism
Risk Assessment” and “Radioactive Materials” already
in course catalogs, community colleges are trying to
cement their position as the country’s leader in home-
land security education.

About 20 community college presidents from around
the nation will gather in Washington, D.C., this weekend
to develop a long-term strategy and national standards.

“Five years ago if you wanted to take a course on ter-
rorism you basically had to go to the military,” said Dan
Snyder, president of Lehigh Carbon Community College
in Schnecksville, 60 miles north of Philadelphia. “Today
I think you’re seeing a lot more training, and the facilities
that are necessary to provide that high-level training.”

Homeland security classes are now offered nation-
wide. Surging interest after Sept. 11, 2001, has fueled
new degree programs and the building of homeland
security training centers.
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LOSE IT.

In minutes, with no appointment
+ Tax & Environmental

' $21

YOUR NEXT JIFFY LUBE

Signature Service Oil Change.

+ a FREE VIP Card

($30 value. See store for details.)

Bring in this coupon to the Santa Monica Jiffy Lube and pay $21.99 plus tax and environmen-
Elferfioztea up to 5 quarts, for a complete Signature Service Ol Change Not vatd with
other discounts or offers of synthetic oil. OFFER EXPIRES 2/29/04.

Each Jifty Lube

independently owned and operated. SM-DP 8

2344 Pico Blvd. in Santa Monica (at Cloverfield)

(310) 392-1994

“WORLD FAMOUS”

PBig Dean’s Cafe

AT SanTta Monica BEacH
Where the “locals” meet and the “fun loving” tourists always retum!

SUN ¢ FUN » GREAT FOOD

BEER  WINE » MUSIC

SPORTS TV » 2 OUTDOOR PATIOS
SMOKING ALLOWED
REASONABLE PRICES! CHILDREN WELCOME!

1615 Ocean Front, Santa Monica (310) 393-2666

At Santa Monica Beach in front of the historic merry-go round, just
below & southeast of the pier. This location has been here since 1902

JAPANESE

me

RESTAURANT

$15 Special

FREE California Roll & FREE Miso Soup

with $15 purchase or more

Buy 1 get second item free
Exp. Feb. 28, 2004

2645 LINCOLN BLVD.IN SANTA MONICA
(AT OCEAN PARK INSIDE THOMAS’ COFFEE SHOP)

(310) 452-2265
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CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative

Employment

For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats

$3 - 5K per week income poten-
tial work from home, NOT MLM.
(800)570-3782 Ext. 4020.

APARTMENT ASST. MANAG-
ERS: immediate opening, cou-
ple needed for senior bidg. Sal-
ary plus benefits . Fax to (310)
451-1628 (E.O.E.)

AUTO DETAILER wanted. No
experience required will train.
California drivers license/clean
DMV required. Apply with DMV
printout P/T.F/T $7/hr 310-459-
6800, Greg

CASHIER NEEDED Part-time,
reliable person desired for eve-
ning/weekend shift at small
fdmrt/Igr store. Call
323-932-0873ext.600

DENTAL OFFICE, Office
Assistant.  Multi-task,
flexible depending on
experience. Fax resume to
310-394-0697

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit fe-
male model wanted for figure
drawing by artist. No experi-
ence necessary. Call (818)501-
0266

GOOD OPPORTUNITY for F/T
or P/T employment. R.N., up to
$85K/year & M.S.W/Master in
Social Work up to $55K/year
needed for Adult Day Health
center in M.D.R 310-821-3599
Fax 310-821-3387

INSIDE & Out Nutrition Marina
Del Rey vitamin/sports/hair &
skin care. Retail sales P/T &
F/T positions available.
Excellent customer service
skills required. 310-306-5232
Fax/resume 310-306-5026

JR. ADMINISTRATOR for

Santa Monica art studio.
College grad w/substantial
computer& organizational skills.
Data entry, phone, filing,
errands, multi-tasking in friendly
environment. Mon-Fri  9am-
5:30pm  $10/phr+benefits
fax resume 310-264-1765

salary

TOURIST INFORMATION
GENTER P/T HELP WANTED

Like meeting people from
all over the world?

Have up-to-date knowledge of
Marina del Rey area, great
customer service/phone,
previous office and computer
skills including Word?

We are looking for mature people
with these qualities to help tourists
in our Visitors Center, 2-3
weekdays, $9-$10/hr.
Mail/fax/e-mail resume:
Debra Machida, Marina del Rey
CVB, 4701 Admiralty Way,
Marina del Rey, CA 90292
fax: 310-306-6605
e-mail: info@VisitMarina.com.
Calls for info not stated above:

310-306-6602 (M-F).

OFFICE MANAGER needed
ASAP! Excellent office facilities,
minimum 4yrs computer and
communications experience
required. Fax resume
310-453-2749

SECURITY GUARD for Luxury
Condo. Must have guard card
and CPR certificate. Excellent
benefits, midnight shift 10:30pm

7:05am.
310-457-9000ext.481
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CLASSIFIEDS

S3°° per day.Up to 15 words, 20 cents gach additional word.
Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals

Apartments/Condos Rent

Houses for Rent

Roomates

Commerical Lease

PART-TIME RETAIL
SALES ASSOCIATE

Seeking motivated Sales
Associate for women’s
boutique on Montana Ave.
in Santa Monica. Must have
team player attitude and
experience in sales and
merchandising.
Part-time position available.
Fax resume to E.M. @
(323) 584-5955.

THE DAILY Press is seeking
Advertising Interns for the
spring semester. This is a fan-
tastic opportunity to jump into
advertising. Flexible hours, col-
lege credit available. Email re-
sume to ross@smdp.com.

THE DAILY PRESS IS
SEEKING NEWSROOM
INTERNS FOR THE SPRING
SEMESTER. FLEXIBLE
HOURS AND A GREAT
WORKING ENVIRONMENT.
GAIN EXPERIENCE IN
JOURNALISM WORKING
FOR THE ONLY DAILY
LOCAL NEWSPAPER IN
SANTA MONICA. IF
INTERESTED, E-MAIL
RESUME TO
HEATHER@SMDP.COM

UPSCALE W. LA Rental salon
needs to replace recently re-
tired manicurist who had
excellent clientele.Chair rental
available for stylist
310-838-1766

WORK P/T No experience
needed, evenings, $8/hr, flexi-
ble schedule. Call (888)263-
9886 .

DRUM LESSONS in your
home! Great w/children & be-

ginners, first lesson FREE! Call
Tom (310)422-2699.

C Tord_

OF SANTA MONICA

’02 Ford Escape XLT
V6, Automatic A/C P/window
P/lock, tilt, CD, white leather

(ID#2KB22246) $17,895

'02 Ford Explorer Sport
V6, automatic, alloys,
R/WI/PIL, tilt, CD, roof rack
(ID#2UB54578) $14,989

’02 Chev Tahoe L/S
Dual A/C, CD, Dual P/seats,
third seat, alloys, much more!

(ID#193678) $23,985

'98 Honda CR-V
Sport utility, 4x4,
4-door, auto, A/C, CD,
alloys, P/S, P/B, PIW
(ID#wWC107541) $11,895

’98 Lincoln Continental

A/C, P/S, P/W, Leather
Moon Roof, low miles

$10,888

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-451-1588

TO THE

WORLD!

WELCOME

S s s
Ff

Announce the arrival of your hewest
family member.

The Ddiily Press is how runninyg birth
annhouncements every Tuesduy.

Call 310-458-PRESS (7737) x 101 for details.

Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage

Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

’01 DODGE
DURANGO R/T
VIN 544097 Loaded, Leather
only 31K, 1owner $19,995

’94 JAGUAR XJ6
VIN 687617 Pristine cond.
6 disc changer wire wheels

$10,000

’95 MERCEDES
BENZ S-320
VIN 280961 six disc changer
Black beauty $17,000

’97 BMW 328i
convertible VIN T98113 Super
clean low miles $18,500

’98 DODGE GRAND
CARAVAN LE
VIN 530531 $9000

’03 DODGE VIPER
VIN 500992 Rare red car w/
black top 43 mls $85,000

’03 HONDA CIVIC LX
1400 miles VIN 603898
$14,000

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712

Business Opportunities

Yard Sales

Health and Beauty

Fitness

Wealth and Success

Lost and Found

Personals
Obituaries

LOGK
LEXUS/VOLKSWAGEN

OF SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

(A

As Low as 1.9%

Financing on
Selected Models.
Limited Term OAC.

2001 LEXUS GS 430

4D Sedan, 5-Speed Auto
Moon Roof, Alloy Wheels
(002870)

1998 LEXUS GS 300

4D, Sedan, 5-SD Automatic,
Alloy Wheels, Moon Roof
(019197)

2001 BMW X5

4D SUV, Automatic, Leather,
Moon Roof (H14719)

2002 VW GOLF GLS

4D Hatchback, 5-Speed
Air Conditioning (016284)

2001 LEXUS GS 430

4D Sedan, 5-Speed
Automatic, Leather
Moon Roof (002870)

1100 Santa Monica Bivd

(310) 319-1661

LAcarGUYcom

NewDeals 4
NewYears!

°00 CAMRY XLE
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
(Y0239166) $14,750

’99 HONDA ACCORD
EX-AT, A/C + More
(XA063802) $10,995

00 LANDCRUISER
Black, LOADED
(40111676) $33,995

’01 HYUNDAI ACCENT
AUTO, A/C, $5,995

00 VOLVO S80T6
Auto, Leather, Low Miles
(Y110204) $21,950

’02 MAZDA 626
(25277385) $9,998

’99 AVALON XLS
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
(X4297250) $13,995

AD EXPIRES 2/09/04
All advertised prices exclude gov-
ernment fees and taxes, any
finance charges, any dealer doc-
ument preparation charges, and
any emission testing charge.

HURRY TO:
832 Santa Monica Blvd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUYcom

Vehicles for sale

Claude Short Auto Sales

Offering Quality Service to the Westside since 1927

14K Mile

»03 Honda Civic
oIl vin#603898 $14,

Four Generations

Devoted Service

000

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712
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3RD STREET PROMENADE
Apts. Ocean views, remodeled
units 1+1, $1500-$2000, 2+2
$2100-$2500. 1453 3rd Street.
MOVE IN SPECIALS!
(310)862-1000.

(asa Loma Apartment
101 Dudley Ave. Venice

NOW LEASING!

Steps to the beach
Singles and Studios
$695.00 to $1095.00

MOVE IN SPECIAL

FIRST MONTH FREE!

(Requires S.D. & 1 yr. lease)
1-888-399-1166

VENICE GREAT LOCATION 1
BLOCK TO BEACH 2BD 11/2
BA, ALL NEW AMENITIES
INCLUDING REFRIGERATOR,
WASHER/DRYER, PRIVATE
PATIO, 1 PARKING $2295/MO
W/1YR LEASE GAS & WATER
PAID AVAILABLE NOW
310-403-8729

SANTA  MONICA $1375/mo
2bd, 1 ba lower, 19th St. near
S.M. Blvd. Quiet 6 unit building,
private patio, ample

closets, appliances, gas range,
dishwasher, refrig. available,
will consider indoor cat. Info
310-828-4481 9am-7pm

SANTA  MONICA $1100/mo
1bd, 1ba. Bright, light upper
front available immediately.
$1350/mo 2bd, 1ba rear lower
available approx 1 week. Stove,
laundry, parking, Santa Monica
Blvd. Buss adj. 310-394-4837

SANTA MONICA $1195/mo
Best neighborhood,nice lower
front 1bd,1ba. Appliances,
redecorated, private patio Open
Daily 1318 Euclid #1
310-395-1495

SANTA MONICA $1300/mo
2bd, 11/2ba, upper, carpets,
blinds, refrigerator, stove,
laundry, parking. No pets. 9th
St. north of Wilshire
310-456-7137

SANTA MONICA ADJ.
Townhouse, $2000/mo 2bd,
2 1/2ba,vaulted ceilings,
washer/dryer, parking
310-391-8580

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Bivd.

310-828-7525
SALES - RENTALS

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA
1249 Lincoln $850

Lower single, stove & fridge,
fresh paint, near Wilshire

1025 19th St. $1095
Upper 1 bed, garage,
laundry room, N. of Wilshire

927 3rd St. $1300
Upper 1 bed, garage,
new carpet, new tile

1810 idaho $1250
Lower 1 bed, garage,
gas stove, good closet space

117 Strand $1450
Upper 1 bed, steps to beach
remodeled kitchen, parking

1236 Eudid 31495
Lower 2 bed, 2 bath,
new carpet, fireplace,
balcony, laundry rm.

1230 Berkeley $1595
Rear upper 2 bed, 2 bath,
huge deck with views

BRENTWOOD
WEST LA

10906 S.M. Bivd.
West LA $750
Lower single, new carpet &
linoleum, near UCLA

11615 Darlington
Brentwood $1090
Upper 1 bed, new carpet &
stove, recent upgrades,
walk to San Vicente

649 S. Barrington

Brentwood $1450
2 bed, 1 bath, FIRST MONTH
RENT FREE! hardwood floors

FOR MORE LISTINGS G0 T0

WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

WLA $1390/MO. 2 Bedrooms, 1
bath, hardwood floors, large
kitchen (310)391-8880.

SANTA MONICA Duplex, rfs,
balcony, gated, hrdwd firs, near
park, yard $1250
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1790/mo. 2
bedroom, 2 bath, prime loca-
tion, parking available, hard-
wood floors.(310)451-2178.

SANTA MONICA Cottage. r/s,
patio, yard, tile, lg closets,
prkng, near beach,$945
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA DUplex, up-
per, r/s, hrdwd flrs, big win-
dows, blinds, garage, $1400
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA lower,t/s, yard
near shopping,new paint, util
incld, $800
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA shared apt,
pvt rm, r/s, quiet, blocks to
SMC, prkng, m to m, $550
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA shared apt,
pvt rm, pvt bath, r/s, laundry, util
& cable incld, $565
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, $925 1BD
1BA Gas Paid 2535 Kansas
Ave. #210 Santa Monica CA
90404 Manager in #101

SANTA MONICA, dog ok, r/s,

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES 6th ST.

ONE MONTH
FREE RENT

Remodeled: Mediterranean Design
Near Promenade, Windows
Parking, Garden Courtyard
Janitorial, Utilities included

2-4 Rooms, Short/Long Term

$1495-$2450
(310) 395-4620

1617 BROADWAY
Individual Offices

New building.

All services included.
Reception telephone answering.
High speed T-1 Internet.
Full use of conference rooms,
copier, printer, faxes...etc.
Parking. Flexible lease terms.

new crpt, r%furbished, near

beach, prkng, $995

www.wgstsigerentals.com 3 1 0-526-03 1 o
SANTA MONICA, lower, r/s,

laundry, new kitchen, near SMC
2-car garage, $1300
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, pet ok, r/s,
hrdwd flrs, pool, prkng, near
Wilshire, util incld, &790
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, /s, blinds,
clean 4-unit bldg, landscaping,
off Wilshire, $1025
www.westsiderentals.com

SM 2+2 1/2 2 car garge, direct
acces to unitlaundry room.
Near  Wilshire ~ $2600/mo.
(310)439-2073.

Houses For Rent

2BR 1BA House, 1507 18th
Street, new paint & blinds,
carpet. $1500/mo NO PETS
310-532-3876

Commercial Lease

OFFICE SPACE. 235-340
Sq Ft. Reasonable. 19th &
Colorado Santa Monica
310-453-4427

MDR SHARE space. New suite,
3 space in small Law Firm. Law
Library, Conference Room, Re-
ceptionist, Copier, DSL, Parking
Available, 90 Freeway close.
Starting at $800. (310)553-
0756.

ENJOY LIFE ON THE 3RD STREET PROMENADE

GREAT LIVE/WORK SPACE

Walk to the Beach @ Pedestrian Lifestyle ¢ Beautiful Studio Apts. from $1,100 per month

310-394-9833

*One year lease minimum term. Utilities, Stove, & Refrigerator included.

MP

MAITRCRCLITAM Paritie

DENTAL OFFICE to share.
Seeking aggressive dentist to
start solo practice. Share quality
Santa Monica location in a
prestigious professional medical
building. Available mornings un-
til 1pm, all day Fridays and Sat-
urdays. Call 310-315-3676.

SANTA MONICA 1334 Lincoln
Blvd 1140sq/ft  $2200/mo. &
600 sq/ft 1300/mo. Can
combine. E.Keasbey
(310)477-3192.

SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days
per/wk  $500/mo.  Jasmine
(310)392-9596.

Real Estate

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership
Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer
Call Today
310-745-4847

Buy or Sell Tomorrow

YOUR
AD
HERE

ADVERTISE!!!

nta Monica
Daily Press
Classifieds

310.458.7737
Ask for Mitch

MORTGAGE NOTE. CALLj
ITODAY TO FIND OUT HOW,
OU CAN CONVERT YOUR
MONTHLY PAYMENTS INTO]
A- LARGE LUMP SUM OF
CASH.

818-878-3006

Denied Medical Claims
Billing Issues
Medicare Questions

FREE CASE WORK

Part of LA Market research
Call: 866-279-7464

Real Estate Wanted

MOTIVATED BUYER: | buy

houses, any area, any price,
condition

CaII (310)422-4933 .

T esssse

$10 OFF/AD THERAPY &
RELAX 1227 LINCOLN BLVD
#201 SANTA MONICA
(323)630-9506

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

DEEP TISSUE THERAPY
$40/FLAT PROFESSIONAL
AND NURTURING. | WILL
ALSO TRADE MASSAGE
PAUL (310)741-1901.

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong
and tender relaxing bodywork
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian
Staff (310)899-3709.

SENSUAL MASSAGE $100
Special Sensual full body
massage. Young, fit, positive
attitude, fun & playful! Outcall
only very discreet & classy.
Mara 310-797-2153

WESTSIDE BOMBSHELL
Sparkling green eyes, 527, fit
and toned. Naturally busty,
soothing sensual touch, full
body massage. Crystal 310-
339-6709 In/Out *Special Rate
for Outcalls*

Announcements

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP
meeting. Last Wednesday of
the month; at Sunrise Assisted
Living, Pacific Palisades call
(310)573-9545/Linda.

Business Opps

ABSOLUTE GOLDMINE! 60
Vending machines with excel-
lent locations all for $10,995.
(800)234-6982.

LOCAL VENDING route 60 ma-
chines. Locations included, all
for $10.995. (800)509-7909.
SALES CONSULTANT: Chan-
nel or Enterprise Sales. Found-
er of several 7 - 10 figure com-
panies. www.aivaccents.com or
call 310-739-3287

Yard Sales

ESTATE SALE 3336 Grand-
view Blvd. in Mar Vista.
Saturday/Sunday the 7th&8th.
7am-2pm Everything Must Go!

SM SUNDAY 2/8 9am-1pm
Huge Garage Sale. Vintage fur-
niture, appliances, rugs, french
clothes, baby furniture. No early
birds, please! 1534 18th St.

ey .
Ocean Oasis
A Wedical Day Spa for Women
Facials + Yoga * Pilates * Therapeutic Massage
Pregnancy & Post-pregnancy services
BRING IN A FRIEND FOR YOGA AND SHE'S FREE!

(310) 458-8190

Dr. Lisa Masterson, M.D.

1333 Ocean Avenue in Santa Monica

TAl CHI/II-CHIUNG classes in
Santa Monica call for info.
(626)429-6360.

Personals

Talk to a Model 24hrs.
310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222

$15/15 min.
cC/Check OK
www.USLove.com

LEASING CENTER

SANTA MONICA

(310) 899-9580

CENTURY WEST PROPERTIES

EXCEPTIONAL WESTSIDE RENTALS

1437 SEVENTH STREET, SUITE 200

COMPLEMENTARY RENTAL LIST &
LEASING CONSULTATION
WALK-INS WELCOME 10AM — 6PM DAILY




LOW WATER PRESSURE? RUSTY
UNSAFE WATER? GETTING SCALDED?
We specialize in Copper Repipe of
private homes & apartments. Call us!
Senior Citizen Discount

FREE Estimates
1-877-379-9455

SOL'S PLUMBING

o - - - - - - - ---- .
=  FREE —@
WATER HEATER WisaA

i
i

! Lic#767143 Bonded & Ins.
1 ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED

i AALWAYS A CLEAN QUALITY JOB!

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

COMMERCIAL

Residential Remodel
HONEST & RELIABLE
FREE ESTIMATES

e

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing,
drywall, electrical. 30 years in

this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

e Evening hours + emergency services
© Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers

o 20+ years of experience

e UCLA Graduate

* Most insurances accepted

e GCosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS
310-315-3676

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 + SANTA MONICA

ACCOUNTING CYCLE Taxes!
Taxes! Call for your free tax or-
ganizer today! 310-740-1390
Pin#P00260949

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

AWARD
PAINTING

When Quadlity Counts!
mExcellent References
m Knowledgable, Professional
u Affordable Pricing
m Mastercard / Visa
m Faux Finishing
m Proper Preparation
mBeautiful Finish Work
n Safisfaction Guaranteed

Call Dave Ward for a
Free Estimate:

(310) 641-1235
I'F—__-I 30+ Years

Experience
Insured

BEST MOVERS

No job too small

Lic. 502762

THE MOLD EXPERTS

Expert Mold
Inspection,
Investigation
& Remediation

400 S. Beverly Dr., Ste 214
in Beverly Hills

(310) 281-2282

www.errandsetc.biz

GET ORGANIZED!

for filing system set-ups,
unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and
other home/office paper
management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL

DJ <

D.J. Service
Corporate & Private Events
Negotiable Rates

818.370.1659

MARCO TELECOM:

ness. (310)301-1926,
(310)351-7673.

Phone
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
pager:

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR ORGANIZER!
Froe nrops & botes. Diacourt for Call Christine Cohen:
Prandicap & seniors! 310-274-4988
Since 1975 Lic.T-163844 " - N "
(323) 997-1193 Member: National Association of Professional Organizers
BRICK REPAIR Go DD ARD
GENERAL CONTRACTOR
QUICK RESPONSES NN
310-475-0864 e .

Repairs * New Construction
Interior/Exterior Painting

Excellent References
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

JRONMAN

Tt SR

A23-2a41-970T

Bl Moireing & et
It BRI Pl Priendhy aerace

“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of
your cleaning, own transporta-
tion. $40 (818)705-0297.

NOTICETO
READERS:

California law requires that
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or
materials) be licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board. State law also requires
that contractors include their
license number on all
advertising. You can check the
status of your licensed
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed
contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state
in their advertisements that
they are not licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board.

STILL
SMOKING?

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

Certified
Hypnotherapist

(310) 235-2882

‘When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured - Lic#658-486
PAINTING * CARPENTRY « ROOFING
CONCRETE * ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

Business Services

DO YOU Mind Earning an Extra
$109K/year Working 10 Hours a
Week? Call 323-632-1234

High-Speed Intermet Acess
UP TO 8X FASTER THAN DSL

Only *12* per month

« No Contract

« Includes Email and
Webspace

« 1-Month Free Trial

NoCat Networks
310-393-4037

ONE HOUR Alterations,
hemming, jeans, pants, skirts,
etc. Made by professional Call
Michael 310-980-2674

CA Lic#777282 * Insured * Bonded

PAINTING TOP QUALITY A&A
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta
(310)560-9864.

Di -
Mobile: 310.650.9376 S Stwe's 24
obile: 310.650.937 uarantee ot
i DISCOUNT
Office: 310.373.7716
PLUMBING

DRAINS « HEAT
RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL

(310) 439-7771 au srices necomseic
15% OFF WITH THIS AD

Computer Services

COMPUTER HELP: Your office
or home. Typing, tutorial, Micro-
soft Word, Excel, Access, inter-
net navigation, software instal-
lation. Also, notary public serv-
ices. (310)207-3366

VERY PATIENT friendly & af-
fordable repairs, set-ups, train-
ing networks and more! Digital
Duchess. (310)395-6884.

our office at (310)458-7737.

Classified Advertising Conditions :REGULAR RATE: $2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve consecutive days.
PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry,
we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00
p.m. PAYMENT: All private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5
p.m., Monday through Friday, (310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in
at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call

WE ARE THE

The Dailyv Press Hiring Guarantee:

Run an ad in the classified section of the Santa Monica Daily
Press for 4 weeks and we’ll guarantee that you’ll find the perfect

Clossiest

GIG IN TOWN!

employee! Call for more details.

Call Mitch at fhe__ Santa Monica Daily Press 310.458.7737 ext.111
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

By The Associated Press

B UNITED NATIONS — Drew Barrymore got
pinned for the first time — but not by a boyfriend.

The actress received a Dove of Peace pin Thursday as
a new member of “Artists for the U.N.,” an initiative of
Global Vision for Peace founded at the start of the Iraq
war last year by Hollywood writer HeathCliff Rothman
and designer Xorin Balbes.

“We believe that bringing together artists in a collec-
tive voice to support the U.N., and to support the mis-
sions of the U.N. globally, is very, very powerful,”
Rothman said.

At last year’s Academy Awards, nearly three dozen
film artists wore the Dove of Peace pin — inspired by
Pablo Picasso and created by Henry Dunay — including
Meryl Streep, Adrian Brody, Martin Scorsese, Daniel
Day-Lewis and Susan Sarandon.

Gillian Sorensen, a former U.N. assistant secretary-
general who’s now senior adviser to the United Nations
Foundation, said 30 or 40 artists at this year’s Oscars are
expected to wear the pin, not only as a symbol of the
organization but as part of its effort “to salute and sup-
port the United Nations.”

When Barrymore received her Dove of Peace, she
gushed, “This is the first time I’ve ever been pinned —
I’m serious.”

The 28-year-old “Charlie’s Angels” star added, “We
wake up every morning thinking, like, what more can

peaceful and beautiful place?

“I always say — this is so silly — but I wish there
were, like, little boxes at every corner that you could list
the thing that speaks to you, like: I love the environ-

ESPN.

ment, I want to protect it! I care about animals! I care
about the AIDS epidemic!” she said.

B NEW YORK — Kiley Dean will sing the national
anthem at the Pro Bowl, replacing JC Chasez of ‘N
Sync, who pulled out in a dispute with the NFL. Foxx

The 21-year-old R&B singer will perform before the
annual all-star game Sunday in Honolulu, Pro Bowl
spokesman Brian McCarthy said.

The NFL had asked Chasez to sing “The Star-Spangled
Banner” after removing him from the halftime show out of
concern that some of his lyrics may be too suggestive.

The league said it was being extra cautious following
the Super Bowl halftime show in which Chasez’s band-
mate, Justin Timberlake, ripped off a piece of Janet
Jackson’s top and exposed her right breast.

Chasez responded angrily on Thursday: “That’s not the
America I love. Nor is this the NFL I love. I’ll sing the
national anthem anytime, anywhere, but not for this NFL.”

Dean, a former backup singer for Britney Spears,
went to the same high school as another ‘N Sync mem-
ber, Joey Fatone. Hip-hop producer Timbaland’s label is
releasing her debut album, which will feature the single
“Make Me a Song.”

Drew Barrymore gets pinned by United Nations

The 36-year-old comedian, who co-starred in the
Oliver Stone football film “Any Given Sunday,” is an
avid sports fan. During last year’s ESPYs, he saluted
tennis player Serena Williams with a musical tribute
titled “Can I Be Your Tennis Ball?”
appears in the upcoming movies
“Redemption,” airing April 11 on the FX cable channel;
“Collateral” with Tom Cruise; and “Breakin’ All the
Rules” with Gabrielle Union.

B NEW YORK — Tyra Banks was accustomed to peo-
ple staring at her long before she became a supermodel.

The 30-year-old said people used to tease her about her
forehead, saying it was so big it could be a “five-head.”

“I used to try to wear bangs and cover it up,” she told
reporters in Los Angeles recently, according to AP
Radio. “When I walked into a modeling agency, that
was the first thing they said was special about me.”

Banks hosts and produces the second season of
“America’s Next Top Model” on UPN, a reality show in
which 12 women compete for a deal with IMG Models.

She said what makes a person beautiful is “some-
thing that is not so typical.”

Former model Janice Dickinson, who said she was
the first to coin the term “supermodel,” is among the

B LOS ANGELES — Jamie Foxx will return for | judges. She said one unique thing distinguishes a
the second consecutive year as host of the ESPY
Awards, given to top athletes.

“I’m excited. We’re going to make lightning strike
we do in this world to make it a better, happier, more | twice,” he said. “I had a great time last year and we’re
gonna take it up a notch.”

This year’s show will be taped July 14 at the Kodak
Theatre in Hollywood. It’s scheduled to air July 18 on

“supermodel” from a “model.”

“It could be the attitude, it could be the nose, it was
Lauren Hutton’s gap. It’s just that one thing that differ-
entiates a model in making her a super model,”
Dickinson said.

The other judges are Eric Nicholson, an editor at Jane
magazine, and fashion photographer Nigel Barker.
Makeup artist Jay Manuel is a guest judge.

DID YOU KNOW?:

Bob Dylan’s real name is Robert Zimmerman.

A FAMILY OF DEALERS

SANTA MONICA!

I SANTA MOMICA .. ON SANTA MONICA™

Volkswagen Santa Menica,
famuly owned with 40 years in your community,
is expanding our
SERWGE DEPARTMENT
Lex r-n-.ul- you a | Clenl service expenence,
e heard vour 5, and v
stommer on earth,

make vou the happies

310-829-1888 » 866-LACARGUY

Toyota of Hollysood

Drivers
wanted.®

e working

2440 Santa Monica Boulevard « Santa Monica, CA 90404

LAcarGUY.co

Toyedi ol

/i
L_EXUIS

SANTA MomnicA

N SANTA MONICA., ON SANTA MONICA

Lexus Santa Monica
ks e | I|||. Ir

AWARD WINNING
SERVICE DEPARTMENT

with a new 13 million dollar

STATE OF- THE AHT FAC‘IUT‘!’

service for your Lexus.

2450 Santa Monica Boulevard = Santa Monica, CA 90404

888-640-8466
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