
Downtown shop owners are
angry over city’s broken
promises
BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

Construction along Fourth Street and Broadway
isn’t just ripping up concrete, it’s tearing down sales
in stores along the route, say downtown business
owners.

In response, the Bayside District Corporation —
the non-profit organization that partners downtown
business owners and public officials — wrote a let-
ter to the city asking for an explanation on why con-
struction has become out of control downtown.

Bayside officials claim that the city broke its
promise when officials told business owners there
would be no other construction projects done while
the “Transit Mall” was being built.

“When the Transit Mall construction schedule
was outlined for the board, we were assured that
there would be no other concurrent municipal con-
struction projects in the downtown area,” wrote
Bayside Executive Director Kathleen Rawson in a
letter to City Manager Susan McCarthy. “This has
not happened.”

City officials say that promise was made at a
Bayside board meeting before it was decided Transit
Mall construction would cease during the holidays.
The delay pushed back construction along
Broadway so it overlapped with the city’s street
resurfacing on Fourth Street.

“I erred when I told them no two parts would be

done at the same time. I didn’t see the two projects
overlapping,” Assistant City Manager Gordon
Anderson said. “I think what’s making things worse
is all the private construction that’s going on too, but
we don’t have any control over that.”

There are several areas under construction in the
downtown area, including public projects on Ocean
Avenue and the California incline, as well as private
projects at Sixth Street and Santa Monica
Boulevard; and at the intersections of Second Street
and Fourth Street and Colorado Boulevard.

In 1997 the city developed a plan, now known as
the Transit Mall, to make downtown Santa Monica
more pedestrian friendly, while attempting to
streamline traffic and create separate bus lanes on
certain streets.

Work was split into nine phases, which began last
April on Santa Monica Boulevard and is scheduled
to end in this summer.

But downtown business owners say their business
is suffering and they won’t be able to take many
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Council promises to keep its
meetings short and sweet
BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

Residents may be able to get a good night sleep now
that the city council promises to wrap up the public’s
business before midnight.

Two city councilmen — Bob Holbrook and Herb Katz
— have dropped their threat to sue the city over council
meetings that run into early morning hours, which they
felt prevented public participation, said local attorney
Rosario Perry. 

The council voted unanimously Tuesday night to
make sure the meetings end by 11 p.m., which is man-
dated by the city charter. However, there have been
numerous occasions in past months when the council has
voted to go past the 11 p.m. deadline.

“I think the city council is somewhat embarrassed that
they go so late,” Perry said. “I think they will behave
themselves now.”

Holbrook and Perry announced more than a week ago

they intended to file suit against the city, arguing late
meetings are a violation of the state’s open meetings law.
As meetings regularly began to stretch beyond midnight,
they said the public wasn’t getting fair access to council
meetings. The suit, which was later backed by Katz,
would have asked a judge to prohibit the council from
conducting  public business beyond 11 p.m.

Some speculate that the lawsuit threat boils down to
simple politics and is just an attempt by a group of peo-
ple who are not represented by the majority to gain
recognition. 

Holbrook and Katz are the only two council members
who are not part of the Santa Monicans for Renters

Rights slate and an election season has just begun.
“I think the indication that there are some politics

behind this is the way they are going to make a point,”
Councilman Richard Bloom said. “That’s not to say that
there isn’t a problem ... I think everybody takes it seri-
ously. I know I do. We have been talking about this pri-
vately but it’s kind of disingenuous to say that ‘I had to
sue to get it changed.’” 

But apparently the threat of a lawsuit was enough to
wake up the city’s elected officials.

Bloom put the issue on Tuesday’s agenda so the coun-
cil could come up with a solution and avoid a lawsuit.
Tuesday’s meeting was a continuation of the council’s
Jan. 29 public hearing that lasted until 3 a.m. and left
about 140 people waiting for hours to speak on the civic
center redevelopment plan.

After about an hour of conversation on the issue,
which took the meeting beyond the 11 p.m. deadline,
council members came up with a few solutions to keep
themselves on track.

But council member Ken Genser pointed out that dur-
ing the hour of discussion, council members basically
said the same points they had made previously, which

See MEETINGS, page 3

Lawsuit threat against city dropped

Business owners fuming over construction delays

See CONSTRUCTION, page 3

Tim Murphy/Special to the Daily Press
Businesses along Fourth Street are open for business, if
you can get to them through the construction zones.

“I have met the enemy and it is us.”

— KEN GENSER
Santa Monica city councilman
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ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★★ Changes brew. You might be very excited about
what is coming your way. Love and money mix surpris-
ingly well with a friend. Communication remains key,
but even more so in the next few days. Catch up on left-
over messages. Pitch in and help the boss. Tonight: In
the limelight.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★ You might have felt that you were in a financial
quandary the past few days. Soon you will be in the posi-
tion to make changes. Your positive, upbeat manner
make a big difference in dealing with someone at a dis-
tance. Sit down and do needed research. Tonight: Watch
a movie.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★★ Deal with others directly. A problem involving
taxes or a financial matter heads in a new and ultimately
better direction. News from a distance could be stunning
but exciting. You could meet someone out of the blue.
Go for what you want. Tonight: Follow someone’s lead.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★ If you’re burdened by depression, do some-
thing about it. Take the first step to get help in the next
few days. You could clear this out a lot faster than you
realize. Don’t worry so much about excitement on the
relationship front. Roll with it. Tonight: Out where your
pals are.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★ Make work your major concern. Once again, dis-
traction might be the main problem. Certainly those
around you specialize in surprises. Something you wish
for comes through for you. Now you can get the ball
rolling. Act on what you want in the next few days.
Tonight: Where the gang is.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★★ Listen carefully to news that comes your way.
You might want to verify information before you make a
professional decision. Much is different from what you
initially thought. Be productive and open. Surprises take
a positive turn at work. Tonight: Play away.

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have: 
★★★★★ -Dynamic  ★★★★ -Positive  ★★★ -Average  ★★ -So-so  ★ -Difficult

Be where the gang is, Leo!

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★ Deal with family and domestic matters, but
don’t distracted. Just because you think something is
going to happen a certain way is no guarantee that it
will. Reorient your thinking. Lighten up about a child or
loved one. Wild ideas come from left field. Tonight:
Invite a friend over. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★★ Keep asking questions, and you might get a
good answer. A partner who has been reticent and at
times has difficulty opening up suddenly starts revealing
more and more in the next few days. Carefully review a
situation that involves family. You’ve got a surprise!
Tonight: Out and about.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★ You discover that you have many more finan-
cial opportunities involving others than you initially
anticipated. A lighter tone marks your interactions.
Allow others to take charge and run with the ball. You’ll
learn a whole lot more that way. Tonight: Treat someone.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★★ Your smile easily wins friends. A work-relat-
ed matter that you worried about getting bungled works
itself out to your delight. If you feel lucky, stop and buy
a lottery ticket. You’ve pulled the wild card financially.
Anything can happen right now. Tonight: Whatever
makes you happy.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★ Use your incredible imagination and spontane-
ity. Pull out of the bah- humbugs and become a lot
lighter and happier. Someone might not have the same
vision as you do about what is fun. A child or new friend
finally expresses his or her preference. Tonight: Get a
good night’s sleep.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★ Friends surround you. Meetings draw success.
You could be surprised by a partner and his or her reac-
tion. Understand the caring behind it. You might not like
the way this person expresses his or her intensity. Lie
back and be understanding. Tonight: Where the fun is.

“An ambassador is an honest man 
sent abroad to lie for his country.”

— Sir Henry Wotton (1568-1639)
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more months of construction.
“They could concentrate construction at one street at a

time instead of doing all these blocks at once,” said Ken
Salek, part owner of a jewelry shop on Fourth Street. “If
they kept construction in one spot we probably wouldn’t
lose so much business.”

According to Salek, sales have dropped by nearly 50
percent since construction on Fourth Street began last
month.

“There’s two kinds of businesses in Santa Monica.
First you have the small, family-owned business that
serve mostly locals, and then you have the giant corpora-
tions that are here to serve tourists,” said Salek. “The city
only favors doing things that are good for the corpora-
tions because they make more money from tourism.”

The Chicago for Ribs restaurant opened their doors in
December, only to have the street in front of their new
shop ripped up the following month.

“Sure, we’re having problems with the construction,”
said Christian Trujillo, the restaurant’s general manager.
“Nobody can find the store.”

Trujillo said the tight economy already makes it tough
to start a new business, but the construction is making it
much worse.

“Every day these construction workers park this huge
bulldozer in front of the shop,” he said. “It’s never any-
where else. Just right in front of our store.”

Bayside officials also think the city has failed in
directing people through construction zones.
Specifically, they asked the city to add more signs that
direct motorists off of the Santa Monica Freeway to the
downtown, as well as deploying more traffic officers at
more intersections throughout the downtown.

“Traffic and congestion are unbearable,” wrote
Rawson. “The city has done very little to communicate
with our drivers about what to expect and alternative
routes to take.”

Anderson said the city is currently drafting a response
to Rawson’s letter. He said the city has stopped construc-
tion at Colorado Boulevard and Fourth Street, which has
improved traffic flow. He also said the city is planning to
install more signs to help shoppers find their way to the
Third Street Promenade.

“The Bayside board is genuinely frustrated,” said
Anderson. “All the efforts we’re trying to do could be for
not if it’s not coordinated properly.”

Transit Mall construction is slated to finish by June
and resurfacing work on Fourth Street is expected to take
up to 10 weeks, officials said.

“Don’t worry,” said Salek, “If this goes on much
longer we might not be here in June.”
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School district begins addressing future
By Daily Press staff

The school district is beginning to chart its future.
The school district is kicking off its strategic planning process, which will begin

on Feb. 21-23. The plan will set the district’s direction for the next three to five
years.

About 130 participants, representing a cross section of stockholders of the Santa
Monica-Malibu Unified School District, will work together to develop the mission
statement, themes, action plans and strategies for the district’s formal strategic plan
to be presented for adoption by the Board of Education in June 2002. Participation
in the event is by invitation, however, the general public is welcome to observe any
or all of the conference. There will be time allowed for public comment at the
beginning of each meeting.

Students get free Web site design tips
By Daily Press staff

The Main Library Youth Services Department invites all students in grades 7-12,
who either attend school or reside in Santa Monica, to a free class on Web site
design. 

The class will take place on three consecutive Sunday afternoons: Feb. 10, 17,
and 24. Students should plan to attend all three sessions. 

Application forms are available at all open branches of the Santa Monica Public
Library. Space is limited. The library is located at 1343 Sixth Street.

For more information call Catherine Ronan at (310) 458-8976.
The program is supported by the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services

under the provisions of the Library Services and Technology Act, administered in
California by the State Librarian.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

didn’t help move the discussion forward.
“I have met the enemy and it is us,” he

quipped, adding he is in favor of more
meetings.

Many council members believe meeting
every Tuesday would require a larger time
investment for themselves and city staff, as
well as prevent them from attending
important community meetings that may
conflict with weekly meetings.

Mayor Mike Feinstein said he would do
a better job limiting the public’s comments
to three minutes, which is a rule he admits
he has slacked on in an effort to let people
finish their points when testifying in front
of council. 

That was proven Tuesday when commu-
nity activist Jerry Rubin gave suggestions
to the council on how to shorten the meet-
ings, one of which was to curtail public
comment to a one-minute limit. However,
he went over his three-minute limit and
Feinstein allowed him to continue.

Feinstein suggested during certain dis-
cussions the council should save com-
ments directed to the public as a way of
debating an issue or making a point. He
said now that meeting agendas are in the
hands of council members a full week
prior to the meetings, city council mem-
bers should have fewer questions for city
staff.

Bloom said the council knows the long
meetings have been an issue for years, but
rather than filing a lawsuit against them-
selves, he wished Holbrook and Katz
would have tried a more solution-oriented
approach first. That’s why he brought it up
as a discussion item on Tuesday.

“Given the fact that neither Bob nor
Herb brought this up amongst any of their
colleagues, I thought someone should,” he
said. “As a lawyer, as a member of the
council and as a member of the communi-
ty, I don’t think filing a lawsuit against the
city is the first course of action.”

He added that starting the meetings at
6:45 p.m. was a concession made by the
council to accommodate Holbrook and
Katz’s work schedules, which makes the
meetings run later into the night.

“This is all a matter of balance,” he
said. “All of these things we do have con-
sequences.”

Business owners say construction is killing business

Council takes steps
to shorten meetings
MEETINGS, from page 1

CONSTRUCTION, from page 1

“As a lawyer, as a member
of the council and as 

a member of the 
community, I don’t 

think filing a lawsuit
against the city is the first

course of action.”

— RICHARD BLOOM
Santa Monica city councilman

Tim Murphy/Special to the Daily Press
Some businesses use sales tactics to attract cus-
tomers through construction barriers.
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If one reads the article written by
Andrew Fixmer on Feb. 4, 2002 entitled
“Bayside business: Boom or blunder” in
the Santa Monica Daily Press and really
knows the history of the Promenade one
would have to laugh at the faulty report-
ing. I don't blame the writer because he is
new in town. How would he know that he
is dealing with misinformation, political
hype and a bunch of generalities that are
not true? Let’s start with “we have a street
that is so successful we have become a
victim of our own success.” What does
that mean? It is bad for rents to go up.
Maybe it is also bad for theatre tickets,
cars and everything else to go up. Let's
control all prices. 

Yes, the city has netted approximately
$11,000,000 of revenue from the busi-
nesses and parking structures. Does that
make it a success? 

It is my opinion that this street is pop-
ular not because of the city but sometimes
in spite of the city. Since the Los Angeles
area is basically a driving town unlike San
Francisco or New York there is a tremen-
dous need for a Promenade like setting. 

Our problem is not that we are dealing
with over inflated rents, as one of our
council members said. Our problem is
finding a parking space in the structures,
hoping the elevators work, and then won-
dering whether or not our car is going to
be broken into by the time we return.
Once we park our car and walk through
the attractive garbage area of the structure
or pass the scary bathroom area we then
exit into the not so well signed alley that
leads us to the Promenade. We now have
the opportunity to walk by groups of

vagrants that sit around all day asking for
money. Or better yet, we get to be
approached by panhandlers and have to
actually respond to someone hitting us up
for money. What is really the best is when
we are sitting in the outdoor dining area
and people hang over our table and ask us
for money or food. 

The reporter stated that dozens of
restaurants have
been forced off
the Promenade in
recent years. Ask
him to name the
dozens of restau-
rant. There are
many reasons that
different restau-
rants have left that
have nothing to do with high rent. But
everyone just assumes it’s about the rent.
For example, do you remember, Remi,
that wonderful Italian restaurant that left?
They had nine years to go on their lease
and were paying rent in the $3 per square
foot range. Were they paying high rent?
No! Were they making money? No! Was
the owner tired of being in business on the
Promenade and dealing with the parking
problems, the panhandlers and the noise
from the street performers? Yes! Everyone
who knew him would tell you the same
thing. The owner was tired of running the
restaurant and moved to Europe. He
would say he was forced off the
Promenade but not because of the rents!

Let’s talk about the food court that was
in the 1400 block. Everyone talks about
those poor tenants but no one talks about
the real story. Each one of the tenants

signed a four-year lease and each lease
had a clear cancellation clause in case the
landlord wanted to develop the property.
The landlord operated the building as a
food court for over 10 years. He did
everything he could to make it work. After
many years of the tenants not paying the
rent on time and vacating their stores in
the middle of the night and the health

department con-
stantly threaten-
ing to close the
place down, the
landlord decid-
ed he had had
enough. The
landlord worked
out a very good
deal for the ten-

ants that no one talks about. The tenants
received two years notice to vacate even
though their lease only called for one; six
months free rent at the end of their lease
term and $400,000 to split. 

Also, in this article the reporter failed
to say that there is an additional approxi-
mate 50,000 square feet of restaurants that
opened up on Fourth, Second, Wilshire
Santa Monica and Broadway. 

I don't think the city actually under-
stands the big picture and what their role
is. The city’s role is safety and cleanli-
ness; not deciding what the tenant mix
should be. 

The reporter stated that most officials
agree that if the proper mix of retail,
restaurants and entertainment on the
Promenade is maintained it can’t fail. I am
glad that most officials agree. While I am
sure they have a lot of expertise in many
different areas I don’t think any of our
council members are experts in retail leas-
ing or retail management, nor do I think it
is their job to try to attempt to determine
the proper mix. If the city had not created
the original moratorium on restaurants
maybe they wouldn’t be worried about
retail today. It was the city that limited the

number of restaurants — not the property
owners. The property owners begged for
more restaurants. It was the city that
forced the property owners to look for
retailers. And now the city is blaming the
property owners. 

Several years ago a fabulous restaurant
tenant named Tutu Tango had negotiated a
lease for a property in the 1200 block. The
city said no. The restaurant was very
unique. While you were eating local
artists were painting in designated areas.
All the pictures hanging in the restaurant
were by the local artists. It was a place to
eat as well as a place for Santa Monica
artists to paint and sell their pictures. They
are now located at Universal City Walk. 

And, if this is an entertainment district
where is the entertainment? Where is the
music? How come the city just denied
another great restaurant from coming to
Ocean Avenue?

Kathleen Rawson has done a great job
since she has been on board. But she got
handed a mess. I think the more the city
tinkers with the Promenade the more
problems it will have. The rent is not the
problem, neither is the tenant mix. 

One last thought. Denny (Zane) is
right. The Promenade was jump started by
the theatres and there is a lot of competi-
tion for movie audiences today. But what
will devastate the Promenade is not
whether you have Old Navy to shop at or
Mr. Green Jean’s store or whether there
are a few less restaurants on the
Promenade and a few more restaurants on
Second or Fourth. Ultimately, what will
hurt this area is the lack of parking, no
convenient valet, panhandlers, garbage
smells and the public being afraid for their
safety. So yes, the city does have the
responsibility to recognize their role if we
are going to have real golden years.

(Barbara Tenzer is president of Tenzer
Commercial Brokerage Group Inc., which
handles real estate in downtown Santa
Monica.)

GUEST
COMMENTARY

By Barbara Tenzer

The rest of the Promenade story the city won’t reveal

Editor:
Thank you for your story on

artist/craftsman/starving American Mikel
Proudlock being booted from creating
his “forever roses” on the Santa Monica
Promenade. 

I’ve seen small crowds enjoy watch-
ing Mikel twist flowers out of palm
fronds, and he doesn't block the thor-
oughfare like other acts on the
Promenade.  So what’s the problem? You
quote the city attorney saying Santa
Monica has “a right to make a distinction

between arts and crafts.” Mikel makes
his flowers one at a time in front of a
crowd — which makes them obviously
not “mass produced.” 

He also “performs” in front of a
crowd, too. So what’s the problem? A
Santa Monica senior citizen explained it
to me at Joe’s Diner where we read your
article: “The bureaucrats don’t like it that
Mikel Proudlock is more creative than
they are.”

Hank Rosenfeld
Santa Monica

LETTERS

Got a gripe? 
Sound off in the 

Daily Press.
E-mail letters to: sack@smdp.com

Laws suck creativity from artists



BY MARIA-BELEN MORAN
Associated Press Writer

SAN FRANCISCO —
Restaurant owners around
Northern California are taking
Chilean sea bass off their menus
as part of an effort to save the
fish from overfishing and even-
tual extinction.

“There are plenty of other fish
in the sea,” said Allen Vitti, chef
de cuisine at Fringale restaurant
in San Francisco, where he has
served the white-meat fish from
time to time as a special dish.

Despite regulations set by the
Commission for the Conservation
of Antarctic Marine Living —
the international governing body
that regulates Chilean sea bass’s
annual catch to 18,000 tons —
nearly 80 percent of the Chilean
sea bass sold on the world mar-
ket is illegally obtained, accord-
ing to a report Tuesday by the
National Environmental Trust in
Washington.

“For every ton legally caught
of Chilean sea bass there are 5 or
6 tons caught illegally,” said the
group’s spokesman, Eric Rardin.

And in the United States, the
restaurant industry accounts for
70 percent of all Chilean sea bass
sales, the group said.
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Associated Press
Unidentified parents reunite with their children at Polytechnic High School in North
Holloywood after several bus loads of students and faculty members were transported
from their school under police escort as police searched a neighborhood in North
Hollywood for a suspect who had earlier exchanged gun shots with officers. No stu-
dents or teachers were hurt and no officers were wounded, but police believe the gun-
man was hit.

Students given a scareBay Area chefs are
taking Chilean sea
bass off their menus

John A. Drocco, owner of
PJ’s Oyster Bed in San
Francisco stopped serving the
fish five years ago because of
concerns about the status of the
species, and hasn’t received
any complaints from customers
about the decision.

“Customers ask for it, but I
can’t remember the last time
someone did,” he said.

The fish became popular
about 10 years ago when mar-
keters came up with a more
attractive name for the species
than Patagonian toothfish. In
2001, it was named Bon
Appetit magazine’s “Dish of
the Year.”

The toothfish — a family of
fish found only in the southern
seas — is particularly vulnera-
ble to overfishing because it
takes them 10 years to reach
sexual maturity.

Biologist Beth Clark, direc-
tor of the international regula-
tory agency’s Antarctica
Project, said anglers now catch
Chilean sea bass measuring
two feet long and weighing 10
pounds. Twenty years ago,
researchers caught fish measur-
ing five feet long and weighing 100 pounds.

Advocates say that at current fishing levels
the Chilean sea bass will be commercially
extinct in two years. A complete catching mora-
torium, they hope, may allow the stock to stabi-
lize in 30 years.

“If we don’t allow Chilean sea bass to grow
back to healthy sizes and numbers, soon there
won’t be any left to catch,” agreed Zeke Grader,
executive director of the Pacific Coast
Federation of Fishermen’s Associations.

More than 60 Bay Area restaurants — includ-
ing such well-known destinations as Chez
Panisse in Berkeley and the French Laundry in
Yountville — have signed on to the “Take a Pass
on Chilean Sea Bass” campaign, launched
Tuesday in San Francisco.

It will force chefs to be more creative.
According to Vitti, the Chilean sea bass can have
a rich flavor as well as serve as a neutral compo-
nent in a dish.

“You can use it with bold flavor, you can use
it as the predominant flavor — it is a pretty
unique fish because holds up to lots of different
techniques.”

“For every ton
legally caught 
of Chilean sea 
bass there are 

5 or 6 tons 
caught illegally.”

— ERIC RARDIN
Commission for the Conservation

of Antarctic Marine Living,
spokesman
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BY JOHN J. LUMPKIN
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — CIA Director George Tenet told
Congress on Wednesday that Osama bin Laden’s al-
Qaida terror group remains the most immediate and seri-
ous threat facing the United States, interested in striking
any “high-profile” target including possibly the upcom-
ing Olympics.

The U.S.-led war on terrorism has resulted in the
arrests of nearly 1,000 al-Qaida operatives in more than
60 countries worldwide. But “I must repeat, al-Qaida has
not yet been destroyed,” Tenet told a Senate committee.

Terrorists have considered attacks in the U.S. against
high-profile government or private facilities, famous
landmarks and U.S. airports, bridges, harbors and dams,
Tenet said.

The CIA director said “high-profile events such as the
Olympics or last weekend’s Super Bowl also fit the terror-
ists’ interests in striking another blow within the United
States that would command worldwide media attention.”

Security officials at the Olympics have said they are
not aware of any specific threat to the games.

Tenet, in his first public testimony since the Sept. 11
attacks, faced tough questions from members of the
Senate Intelligence Committee about the agency’s inabil-
ity to foresee those attacks.

“Why were we utterly unaware of the planning and
execution of the Sept. 11 attacks? In other words, what
went wrong?” asked Sen. Richard Shelby, R-Ala.

Bristling at the suggestion of failure, Tenet said the
U.S. intelligence team has “a record of discipline, strate-
gy, focus and action. We’re proud of that record. We’ve
been at war with al-Qaida for over five years.”

The CIA had known that terrorists might be plan-
ning attacks against U.S. interests last summer, and
knew “in broad terms” that bin Laden might attack tar-
gets inside the United States, Tenet said. But the CIA
had no specific knowledge pointing to the Sept. 11

attacks against the World Trade Center or Pentagon
before they happened, he said.

The CIA did thwart attacks on three or four U.S. facil-
ities overseas last summer, Tenet said — and has disrupt-
ed “numerous terrorist attacks since Sept. 11, and we will
continue to do so.”

He said, “There will be nothing we do that will guar-
antee 100 percent certainty. It will never happen.”

The CIA director
refused to say, in the public
committee session, what
the CIA knows about bin
Laden’s whereabouts.

He said documents
recovered by U.S. forces
inside Afghanistan since the

fall of the Taliban show that bin Laden was pursuing “a
sophisticated biological weapons research program,” and
the terrorist organization also has shown an interest in
chemical, nuclear and radiological weapons.

The United States also faces a threat from the connec-
tion between terrorists and other enemies of the United
States who have or are pursuing weapons of mass
destruction — what President Bush outlined in his State
of the Union as “the axis of evil.”

And, Tenet said, the United States would “overlook at
our own peril the impact of crisis in remote parts of the
world,” such as Somalia, Indonesia and Colombia.

Iran remains “a serious concern because of its across
the board pursuit of weapons of mass destruction and
missile capabilities,” Tenet said.

And the United States believes Iraq is still trying to
develop nuclear weapons. “We believe Saddam Hussein
never abandoned his nuclear weapons program,” Tenet said.

North Korea also continues to sell to nations including
Iran, Libya and Syria, Tenet said.

Russia appears to be “the first choice of nations seek-
ing nuclear technology and training,” Tenet said, contin-
uing to provide Iran, for example, with assistance in
developing a nuclear reactor for commercial use.

but some assistance comes in “dual-use” forms —
equipment that has a benign purpose but can also be used
to create weapons.

Tenet pointed to Russia’s assistance with an Iranian
nuclear reactor as an example of this. Officials have said
this aid can ultimately improve Iran’s prospects to devel-
op a nuclear weapon.

CIA: al-Qaida remains most serious threat to U.S.

Kemenko Pajic/Associated Press
George Tenet, director of the Central Intelligence
Agency faced tough questions on Wednesday in his
first Capitol Hill appearance since the Sept. 11 ter-
rorist strikes. Tenet said the CIA will never be able to
foresee or thwart “100 percent” of threats.

BY JAIME HERNANDEZ
Associated Press Writer

BALTIMORE — Ireland’s biggest
bank on Wednesday accused a currency
trader at its Baltimore subsidiary of steal-
ing $750 million in what could be the
largest such scam since a rogue employ-
ee brought down England’s Barings
Bank in the mid-1990s.

John Rusnak, 37, is suspected of
defrauding Allfirst, the U.S. subsidiary
of Allied Irish Banks where he worked in
the treasury department. He was not
charged by authorities, but lawyers said
he met voluntarily with the FBI and fed-
eral prosecutors Wednesday afternoon.

“My client is not a fugitive,” attorney
Bruce Lamdin said. “We hope that things
will take their natural course from here.
That’s up to the U.S. attorney’s office.”

News of the scam sent financial
stocks lower across Europe, led by Allied
Irish. Analysts said if such a conserva-
tive, well-run bank could suffer such a
breach of security, almost any bank
could.

Five treasury workers at the bank
have been suspended, including Rusnak.
Allied Irish said people outside the bank
may also have been involved in the scam.

Buckley said it was not clear whether
Rusnak pocketed some or all the missing
money.

Officials at the U.S. Attorney’s office
said they were investigating Rusnak and
the FBI confirmed that it was looking
into missing money at Allfirst.

Rusnak has not shown up for work this
week and bank officials said he would be
fired if he did. Lamdin, the attorney, said
Rusnak is in Baltimore, but is avoiding
his home because of the reporters and
photographers camped outside.

According to Buckley, midlevel

Allfirst managers confronted Rusnak by
telephone last weekend when the magni-
tude of the forgery was discovered.
Allied Irish said “alarm bells went off”
when the trader did not return calls
Sunday night, then failed to arrive for
work Monday.

Currency dealers normally buy
options contracts to hedge their bets on
whether a specific currency will gain or
lose value. If they buy a currency that
loses value, the bank’s losses would typ-
ically be offset by an option contract bet
on a movement in the opposite direction.

But in this case, the bank said, Rusnak
did not buy options contracts to hedge
many of his foreign-exchange deals. It
said he forged records of options pur-
chases, either to conceal losses or skim
the fees paid for the options.

Analysts said the amount of the miss-
ing funds suggested the trader had
bought phony contracts with a value of at
least 1,000 times that amount, or $750
billion. This is a huge sum for a bank
largely involved in retail banking, not
capital markets.

The revelation also added to Enron-
sparked fears of sloppy accounting.

On Wall Street, Allied Irish stock fell
by about 16 percent Wednesday to close
at $19.71. The price dropped by similar
amounts on the Irish and London stock
exchanges.

Allied Irish first invested in U.S.
banks in 1983 with a minority stake in
First Maryland Bancorp. It eventually
took control and merged First Maryland
with another American bank to create
Allfirst.

Allfirst employs about 6,000 people
and has about 250 branches and 
outlets concentrated in Maryland and
Pennsylvania.

Bank accuses trader of
stealing $750 million



BY BARRY SCHWEID
AP Diplomatic Writer

WASHINGTON —
President Bush is consid-
ering “a full range of
options” for removing
Saddam Hussein as Iraq’s
president, Secretary of
State Colin Powell said
Wednesday.

“The United States
might have to do it alone,”
Powell said at a House
hearing.

Iraq is working on
developing nuclear wea-
pons, and its refusal to
admit international arms
inspectors prompted Bush
to consider “the most seri-
ous set of options that one
might imagine,” Powell
said.

Bush has denounced
Iraq for barring U.N.
inspectors for more than
three years and named the
country as part of an “axis
of evil” that includes Iran
and North Korea.

“He is leaving no stone
unturned as to what he
might do” if Saddam
Hussein does not reverse
course, Powell told the
House International
Relations Committee.

“The president is exam-
ining a full range of
options,” the secretary
said. He declined to say
whether Bush was consid-
ering a military assault on
Iraq, or additional eco-
nomic and diplomatic
pressures.

Most Arab governments
and some U.S. allies in
Europe have cautioned
Bush against a military
assault on Iraq. They were
nearly unanimous in sup-
porting the anti-terrorism
campaign against the
Taliban and the al-Qaida
terrorist network in
Afghanistan as a response
to the Sept. 11 attacks.

Arab leaders say
Saddam has given the
United States no similar

provocation.
Nonetheless, “We still

believe Saddam Hussein
should move on,” Powell
said. “The people of Iraq
deserve better leadership.”

Iraq has remained bent
on developing nuclear
weapons, Powell said,
adding that U.S. intelli-
gence had concluded Iraq
was a year or more away
from its goal.

At the hearing, Rep.
Brad Sherman, D-Calif.,
said, “We simply cannot
allow Iraq to develop
nuclear weapons.” Powell
said Bush was consider-
ing “the most serious set
of options one might con-
sider.”

“Regime change is
something the United
States might have to do
alone,” Powell said. “How
to do it? I would not like to
go into the details of the
options.”

In the past, Powell has
suggested diplomatic,
political and economic
measures could be used to
uproot terrorists and their
government supporters.
But at the hearing, he did
not suggest these alterna-

tives to the use of force.
Powell dismissed an

Iraqi offer to hold talks
with the United Nations,
an overture conveyed
through the Arab League
and accepted by U.N.
Secretary-General Kofi
Annan.

Powell said Iraq had to
accept the return of accept
U.N. inspectors, and that
there was nothing to discuss
otherwise.

By contrast, Powell said
the Bush administration
was open to “reasonable
conversation” with Iran.

Powell said the Untied
States had a long-standing
list of grievances with Iran,
including its support for ter-
rorism and trying to send
weapons to the Palestinians.

Iran’s “latest provoca-
tion,” he said, was “med-
dling in Afghanistan” and
unsettling the fragile inter-
im government in Kabul.

“Get out of the ‘axis of
evil’ column and make a
choice that we think your
people want you to make
and not the choice your
nonelected government has
been making in recent
years,” he said.

INTERNATIONAL
Santa Monica Daily Press � Thursday, February 7, 2002 � Page 7

50% Off All Casio
Watches EXP. 1/12/02

SANTA MONICA MALL • SECOND FLOOR • KIOSK, near WetSeal

Jewelry Manufactures
In Our Own Factory

Diamond Importers
From Israel

No Need to go Downtown
Wholesale Prices to the Public

Gift Certificates • Exclusive Selection
• Custom Design

1/2 OFF
Any Jewelry Purchase
with this ad. Expires 2/10/02

2507 Wilshire Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA

(Between 25th & 26th)

(310) 998-0080
Fax: (310) 998-3344

BY BETH GARDINER
Associated Press Writer

KING’S LYNN, England —
Personal sorrow mingled with royal his-
tory as Queen Elizabeth II reached a bit-
tersweet milestone Wednesday, somberly
marking 50 years as monarch on the
anniversary of her father’s death.

Golden Jubilee celebrations are
planned later this year, but for the queen,
Feb. 6 is typically a day of quiet reflec-
tion. This year, she broke her tradition of
commemorating Accession Day privately
to visit cancer patients at a hospital in
King’s Lynn, near the royal estate at
Sandringham, in Norfolk, 100 miles
north of London.

Her father, King George VI, suc-
cumbed to complications from lung can-
cer in 1952, making Princess Elizabeth
queen at 25.

Her black Rolls Royce — with the
royal standard banner waving on top —
swept up to the Macmillan cancer center
at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital to waves
and applause from about 50 well-wishers.
Wearing a green coat and matching hat
over her gold-colored dress, the sover-
eign chatted with patients, guests and
hospital staff for about 45 minutes.
Nurses and orderlies crowded around
windows to catch a glimpse.

The queen made no public comments,
but in a written message to the nation, she
told all Britons they should be proud of
the past and look optimistically toward
the future.

“Prince Philip and I have been deeply
touched by the many kind messages
about the Golden Jubilee,” she said.
“This anniversary is for us an occasion to
acknowledge with gratitude the loyalty
and support which we have received
from so many people since I came to the
throne in 1952.”

Red, white and blue Union Jack flags
fluttered across Britain to mark the
anniversary. A 41-gun salute at noon in
London’s Hyde Park was followed by a
62-gun salute from the Tower of London
an hour later.

Prime Minister Tony Blair led the trib-
utes from leaders of all parties in
Parliament. “I am sure the whole House

will join with me in wanting to pay our
respect to the 50th anniversary of Her
Majesty the Queen’s accession to the
throne,” Blair said.

Dorothy Cornwell, 69, traveled 50
miles to see the queen at the hospital,
where the monarch’s fans waited for
more than an hour in chilly weather to
wave and give her flowers.

“I felt I had to come and give my sup-
port because today is rather a sad day for
her,” Cornwell said. “We should be very,
very proud that we have got her as queen
and long may she reign.”

Cornwell recalled the day Princess
Elizabeth became queen.

“We heard this dreadful news on the
radio, that the king had died quietly in his
sleep. I just wept silent tears and bought
all the newspapers,” Cornwell said.

Concerts and parties are planned this
summer to celebrate Elizabeth’s Golden
Jubilee and the queen, 75, has a travel
schedule filled with visits around Britain
and to other countries in the
Commonwealth of its former colonies.

But Wednesday was a more personal
occasion.

Princess Elizabeth was in Kenya on an
official trip when she got word of her
father’s death.

Prime Minister Winston Churchill
greeted her at the airport when she
arrived back in Britain as queen. More
than 300,000 people paid their respects as
George VI lay in state at Westminster
Hall.

He had won the respect and affection
of his subjects after he took the throne
following the abdication of his older
brother Edward VIII, who stepped down
to marry the American divorcee Wallis
Simpson.

The king and his wife Queen
Elizabeth — now the 101-year-old
Queen Mother — were a steadying pres-
ence through the war years. Older Britons
recall how the couple stayed in London
through the Blitz and visited badly
bombed neighborhoods.

Britain was still drained and depressed
by the war when the king, a heavy smoker,
grew ill and died at 56. Rationing was still
in force and the economy was shattered.

Queen Elizabeth II marks
half-century of rule

Dave Caulkin/Associated Press
Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II receives a greeting card from a well-wisher on
the occasion of the 50th anniversary of her accession to the throne, out-
side the Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Kings Lynn, England on Wednesday.

Powell says Bush plans
to take out Hussein

“He is leaving no
stone unturned
as to what he

might do if
Saddam Hussein
does not reverse

course.”

— COLIN  POWELL
Secretary of state 



BY JENNIFER COLEMAN
Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO — Enron stood up a panel of state
senators Wednesday who had subpoenaed the energy
giant to testify about destruction of documents, and now
could face contempt charges by the California Senate.

Lawmakers investigating California’s power crisis
sought thousands of documents from Enron in June, but
an accounting firm’s destruction of some of the compa-
ny’s financial documents may have violated that order,
said Sen. Joe Dunn, D-Santa Ana.

Dunn, chairman of the Senate Select Committee to

Investigate Price Manipulation in the Wholesale Energy
Market, said Enron also hasn’t complied with the June
summons, only sending “a handful” of relevant docu-
ments.

In mid-January, Dunn summoned Enron officials to
testify about which documents may have been destroyed,
but Enron notified the committee Wednesday that it
wouldn’t be sending anyone to the deposition.

The committee also has subpoenaed testimony from
Arthur Andersen LLP, Enron’s auditors, regarding
destruction of some of the energy giant’s documents. The
accounting firm has admitted it destroyed some Enron
documents after federal securities regulators asked for

information about Enron.
Enron Vice President Richard B. Sanders said in a let-

ter to the committee that the company isn’t “aware of
anyone from Enron who made inquiries to Arthur
Andersen regarding what documents were destroyed.”

Sanders also said he wasn’t aware of any documents
in Enron’s financial accounting department that dealt
with the California energy market.

The committee has subpoenaed documents from a
half-dozen energy companies as part of the investigation
into the state’s power crisis last year, when energy prices
soared.

The full committee will review Enron’s compliance
with the subpoena for testimony and documents at a
hearing next Tuesday.
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Lawmakers to seek contempt charges in Enron debacle

BY H. JOSEF HEBERT
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Enron’s use of
partnerships not only hid the company’s
losses and huge debts, it made a few com-
pany insiders very rich, very fast — with
almost no financial risk.

The biggest hauls, investigators say,
were by those who created and ran the
complex web of shell investment entities
that were largely financed by Enron and
concealed the company’s shaky balance
sheet.

Two of those men — Andrew Fastow,
who created the partnerships, and Michael
Kopper — were expected to appear
Thursday at a House Energy and
Commerce subcommittee hearing. They
were considered likely to decline to answer
questions, citing the 5th Amendment pro-
tection against self incrimination.

Over a two-month period, a family
foundation run by Fastow turned $25,000
into $4.5 million. Kopper saw an invest-
ment of $125,000 become $10.5 million in
less than three years. Lesser players,
brought into the network of transactions by
Fastow and Kopper, earned $500,000 to $1
million from investments of less than
$3,000 to $5,800.

The source of their windfall was a sys-
tem of investment entities with names like
Jedi and Chewco (from the Star Wars
movies), Raptor and Rhythms, and Big
Doe, apparently a play on words.

One partnership, called Southampton
Place, also the name of the uppercrust
Houston neighborhood where Fastow
lived, proved to be especially lucrative.

Fastow, through a family-owned foun-
dation, cashed in on $4.5 million from his
$25,000 investment in Southampton Place
after holding it only two months.

Other investors in the partnership were
Benjamin Glisan, former Enron treasurer
who also was involved in setting up sever-
al of the partnerships; Kristin Mordaunt, an
attorney and later general counsel of Enron
Communications, and several employees
of Fastow’s finance department, one of
whom said she was told that her ability to
invest was viewed as a “bonus” for good
work.

Both Glisan and Mordaunt invested
$5,800 and collected about $1 million,
according to investigators. The other
employees invested less than $3,000 and
are believed to have earned returns of
about $500,000 each, according to the
internal Enron investigation.

Like Fastow, Kopper invested $25,000
in Southampton Place, but did it through a
related entity called Big Doe. How much
he gained is not yet determined, said
Powers.

Kopper did extremely well on another
front.

Fastow had recruited him in late 1997 to
manage Chewco Investments, one of the
key partnerships. Over three years Kopper
earned $2 million in management fees
although the Powers report concluded that
it could not be determined “what, if any-
thing, Kopper did to justify the payments.”

In mid-2000, it was decided Enron
should purchase Chewco, in which Kopper
was the principal investor.

According to congressional and Enron
investigators, Jeffrey McMahon, at the
time Enron’s treasurer, told Fastow the
buyout should pay Kopper about $1 mil-
lion. His investment had been $125,000.

As for Fastow, investigators have deter-
mined that received about $30 million
while working in a dual role as Enron’s
chief financial officer and as head of one of
the partnerships he created.

Enron partnerships meant millions for company insiders

BY RON HARRIS
Associated Press Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — An Internet search engine
violated a professional photographer’s copyright by dis-
playing full-sized images of his work, a federal appeals
court ruled Wednesday.

The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals found that
small, low-quality thumbnail images were covered by
the “fair use” provision of the Copyright Act, but
reversed a lower court opinion that found the display of
larger high-quality images also was protected.

The appeals court sent the case back to the U.S.
District Court for the Central District of California to
determine damages and the need for an injunction
against the search engine company, Arriba Soft Corp.,
now known as Ditto.com.

Huntington Beach-based photographer Les Kelly
sued Arriba in 1999 after he discovered 35 of his photo-
graphs were being used by the Internet search engine
company without his permission.

Thumbnail images of Kelly’s work soon were
removed from the Web site, and the district court grant-
ed summary judgment in favor of Arriba after it deter-
mined the company’s display of those images was cov-
ered by the “fair use” section of copyright law.

From January to June 1999, full-sized photos of the
American West taken by Kelly were made available
through Arriba’s search engine by “inline linking,” a
process where an image from another Web site is dis-
played as though it is part of the page currently being
viewed.

The 9th Circuit found this use of Kelly’s photos to be
copyright infringement. His photos would appear sur-
rounded by Arriba advertising and banners.

Kelly said he would seek the maximum monetary
damages allowable.

Photos are protected
from Internet use



BY DON BABWIN
Associated Press Writer

GLEN ELLYN, Ill. — When they met and became
friends in Miss Lee’s class in suburban Chicago, a
Roosevelt was running the country — Theodore
Roosevelt.

Seventeen presidents and more than 90 years later,
Mildred Mulligan, Ann Prichard and Helen Clippinger
are still friends. They talk regularly, celebrate each
other’s birthdays and compare the relative merits of
walkers versus canes. Now they’re set to make their
debut on television — something that didn’t even exist
until they were adults.

“This has become a big deal,” said Prichard, 101,
sounding a bit embarrassed about the fuss being made
over her friendship with Mulligan, 102, and Clippinger,
103. “But I guess it is kind of unusual.”

It’s so unusual that when Howard Storm heard about it
he and fellow television producers David Yarnell and
Sam Denoff decided to tell the women’s story in a docu-
mentary. And when actress Julia Roberts heard about the

documentary, she sent word that she wanted to be part of
it — not that the three women had any clue who she was.

Roberts narrates the documentary scheduled to air later
this year on the A&E network. (No air date has been set.)

“We certainly have a lot of centenarians around, but to
have three women who have remained friends this long,
that’s an extraordinary story,” said Denoff, whose long
television career includes writing for “The Dick Van
Dyke Show.”

“And,” said Yarnell, “it’s a story about what’s hap-

pened to America. The automobile, airplane, it all hap-
pened in their lifetime.”

“We have seen a lot, that’s for sure” agreed Clippinger.
Storm first saw the possibilities of telling their story.

During dinner one night, a friend, Barbara Clippinger,
mentioned that not only was her mother older than 100
but she lived in a West Covina, Calif., retirement home
with a lifelong friend (Mulligan). He then found out there
was a third woman (Prichard) who still lived in the trio’s
hometown of Glen Ellyn.

He set out to meet the women. “I think he came over to
see how many marbles we had or didn’t have,” joked
Mulligan.
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BY PEGGY ANDERSEN
Associated Press Writer

SEATTLE — A one-man publishing
house has been ordered not to publish — at
least for now — his “The Lord of the Rings
Diary,” which puts J.R.R. Tolkien’s
beloved epic trilogy in chronological order.

U.S. District Judge Barbara Rothstein
issued an order last week barring publica-
tion of the volume by Inkling Books’
Michael W. Perry, pending resolution of a
copyright-infringement lawsuit filed on
behalf of the Tolkien estate.

“I’m ceasing and desisting,” Perry said
in an interview. “I’m hoping to work out
some kind of agreement. ... I think there’s
been a lot of misunderstanding.”

Wendy Strothman, an estate representa-
tive and executive vice president of
Tolkien’s U.S. publisher, Houghton
Mifflin, is not so sure.

It appears the work “amounts to a
retelling of ‘The Lord of the Rings’ in a dif-
ferent form,” she said in an interview.

“That is not something the estate condones.
It thinks if people want to read ‘The Lord
of the Rings’ ... they should read the origi-
nal.”’

However, it is not entirely clear to the
estate what the book is, she said, since
Perry did not provide a manuscript until
last Thursday’s hearing. His book is subti-
tled “A Chronology of J.J.R. Tolkien’s
Best-Selling Epic.”

Strothman, whose publishing house is
not involved in the suit, said the estate’s
decision to go to court was triggered by
Perry’s refusal to provide a manuscript.

Perry said he advised the estate’s lawyer
when they began corresponding last fall
that he would turn over a copy if the firm
would sign “a nondisclosure agreement,”
which it refused to do.

“I didn’t want somebody to steal my
format,” Perry said.

Houghton Mifflin, ironically, defended
a copyright-infringement suit last year
involving Alice Randall’s “The Wind Done
Gone,” a parody of “Gone With the Wind.”
Representatives of the late author of “Gone
With the Wind,” Margaret Mitchell, had
sued to prevent publication. After an initial
injunction was granted, a federal appeals
court in Atlanta lifted the ban and the book
became a best seller.

According to Houghton Mifflin, the
Tolkien estate has been quite tolerant of
commentary and even parodies of
Tolkien’s work. One example is Harvard
Lampoon’s “Bored of the Rings.”

But based on Perry’s excerpts, the
“Diary” is not likely to qualify, Strothman
said.

“It appeared to us to be very blatant in
its infringement,” she said. And while
“sometimes the nature of an infringement
is such that it can be corrected,” that does
not appear to be the case here.

Perry considers his slim volume a guide
to ease readers through Tolkien’s layers of
time and space and myriad characters.

“I’ve added a lot of new information. It
really is scholarly. ... I’m engaging in com-
mentary and criticism, not just copying
their book,” he said.

In an Oct. 9 letter to lawyers for the
estate, Perry said: “To be honest, ’Diary’
makes for dull reading. It isn’t exciting and
it isn’t literary and it wasn’t intended to be.
It’s like a dictionary, it packages facts
about ’Rings’ in the most useful possible
format.”

The estate’s lawyers will review the
work in its entirety and decide whether to
press for a permanent ban on publication.
The lawsuit cites the potential for substan-
tial damages if Perry’s work is published,
seeking “at least $750,000.”

Estate sues man over rendering of Tolkien classic

BY TOM HARRIGAN
Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — James
Brown testified in his sexual harass-
ment trial that he never touched the
36-year-old plaintiff, an executive
who claims she was fired when she
refused his advances and complained
about his behavior.

“I wouldn’t do that,” the 68-year-
old godfather of soul said Tuesday
on the witness stand.

Lisa Ross Agbalaya, a married
mother of three children, claims
Brown grabbed her, made unwanted
sexual advances and fired her after
she complained. Her lawsuit seeks
$1 million in damages.

Brown said nothing improper ever
occurred.

“I have never touched Miss Ross
Agbalaya in my life. She’s a married
woman and I wouldn’t do that,”
Brown said during cross-examina-
tion.

Brown said he was always careful
to have other people present when
Agbalaya was with him. As he testi-

fied, Agbalaya sat almost motionless.
Agbalaya said she was fired as

president of West Coast operations
for The New James Brown
Enterprises Inc. in February 2000
after she complained.

Brown’s attorney, Debra Opri,
said her termination was a business
decision made after Brown closed
his West Coast office.

Agbalaya’s attorney, Shelly
McMillan, asked the singer if he was
glassy-eyed and smelling of marijua-
na when he allegedly grabbed
Agbalaya by the hips and pulled her
toward him.

“I didn’t touch nobody, and I did-
n’t use marijuana,” he said. “I had
two people there. We made sure I
wasn’t going to be alone with Mrs.
Agbalaya.”

Under cross-examination, Brown
also said Agbalaya’s position wasn’t
as important as the title indicated.

“She was called the president
because it sounds good to the DJs
who call there. She wasn’t the presi-
dent,” he said, adding her work was
supervised from his main office in

Augusta, Ga.
He said she came to Georgia

twice, including once in August 1999
for training at his office. That time
she traveled with him and his
entourage on his private plane and
stayed in a hotel, he said.

The other time, Brown said, she
surprised him when she arrived at his
home to ask for a loan. He said an
aide, Roosevelt Johnson, was in the
next room when she arrived and
another person arrived a few minutes
later.

Asked if he thought Agbalaya was
a groupie or hanger-on only interest-
ed in his fame, Brown replied, “I
wouldn’t think so.”

Outside court, Brown told
reporters he was “uncomfortable” on
the stand.

“But I have to be here,” said the
flamboyant entertainer who came to
court dressed in black suede cowboy
boots and a bright blue suit and tie
worn over a much brighter blue shirt.

“My name is important. That’s all
I have. ... I never demean anybody.”

Godfather of soul James Brown
denies sexual harassment allegations

A&E documentary: Friends for 90 years and counting 

“I didn’t want somebody
to steal my format.”

— MICHAEL W. PERRY
Inkling Books

“It’s a story about what’s happened to
America. The automobile, airplane, it

all happened in their lifetime.”

— DAVID YARNELL
Television producer



COMICS
Page 10 � Thursday, February 7, 2002 � Santa Monica Daily Press

Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

Cab driver could not tell if his sexual
attacker was a man or a woman

From the Crime Watch column of the Leaf-Chronicle (Clarksville, Tenn.), Dec. 5,
2001: “A 36-year-old cab driver reported one of his riders sexually attacked him
Saturday morning in the 100 block of Keith Drive. The cab driver pushed the rider
away. The rider then forcibly performed a sexual act on the driver, the victim told
(Det. Larry) Boren. The report indicated the driver didn't know if the attacker was a
man or a woman.”

GET NOTICED!
ADVERTISE!

100% ORGANIC NEWS ...
PICKED FRESH DAILY.

Santa Monica Daily Press
310.458.7737

Fax: 310.576.9913
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Great Labels
WANTED:  Anything Hermes, Chanel, Louis

Vuitton, Gucci, Pucci clothing and accessories.

WE PAY CASH or CONSIGN!
Call Andrea at: 310-451-2277

1126 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica CA 90401

Employment
ADMIN ASSISTANT to Presi-
dent.  Small investment compa-
ny.  Requires MS/word,Excel, 
AOL, 50-60 wpm., 3-5 years ex-
perience, phones, investor rela-
tions, travel arrangements.  Fax 
resume (310)827-5541

DENTAL HYGIENIST M,T,W in 
Westwood Village. (310)208-
4036 or fax (310) 208-1344

EARLY MORNING delivery 
driver.  Must have vehicle and 
clean driving record.  Position 
available immediately. 
(310)458-7737

ESTHETICIAN/MASSAGE 
ROOM available in busy hair 
and skin salon.  Credit card 
processing, parking, great envi-
ronment w/ fun people.  Call 
Peter or just drop by 13114 
Washington Blvd., MDR 
(310)383-0357

FACILITY MANAGER Small 
west side school seeks organ-
ized, motivated manager to su-
pervise crew.  Exp. preferred. 
32+hours/wk. AM’s Mon-Fri, 
some flexibility, call (310)451-
5657

FINISH CARPENTERS Experi-
ence in fine custom residential 
required, 3yrs minimum.  Must 
have references & tools. 
Call(310)822-0685, fax ref. to 
(310) 822-0785

FLORAL DESIGNER needed 
for flower shop in Century City.  
Please call (310)785-0669

HAIR STYLIST, ESTHETICIAN 
& RECEPTIONIST wanted for 
Campus Cuts salon at UCLA.  2 
positions open.  Stylist Minimun 
2 years experience. (310)206-
4770

JIFFY LUBE
Customer Service

Join the best and be part of the 
J-Team.  F/T, P/T & Flex. 

hours.  Santa Monica location.  
Retail cashier/calculator exper 

w/ computer knowledge helpful.  
Valid Calif. DL/English required.  

Competitive wages 
w/health/dental/401k & vacation 

benefits.  Must pass 
physical/drug exam. EOE

(562)806-4948

MANICURIST FOR Busy Santa 
Monica Salon.  Full-time, com-
mission or rented.  Open 9am-
8pm. (310)450-8669

MANICURIST FOR busy up-
scale Brentwood Salon.  Lots of 
walk-ins.  Can build very quickly 
full time rent or commission call 
(310)471-5555

NIGHT MANAGER needed for 
Santa Monica Restaurant.  Ex-
perience a must.  Please fax re-
sume to (310)393-6840

PARALEGAL W/3 years or 
more experience; self-starter, 
assertive and organized; able to 
handle heavy client contact; 
suitable writing skills required; 
PI experience necessary; medi-
cal record review exp,; bilingual 
Spanish a plus.  Please email 
resume to kgallo@biren.com

RETIRE IN two years with a six 
figure residual income.  Part 
Time and Full Time. (888)412-
6921

Employment
REWARDING SALES CA-
REER. Int’l firm with 16 years 
success track record seeks ex-
perienced business person M/F 
to sponsor & coach clients on 
maximizing & protecting wealth.  
Comprehensive training & sup-
port.  Call Mr. Kenedy 
(800)600-5149

For Sale

Beachwood computer 
DESK with hutch.  Cabinet 
for CPU and printer. 
Shelves and file drawer as 
well.  6 months old.  $150.  
Picture upon request. 
megan@megdog.com  
Cell: (310) 804-3305

SONY VAIO R505JSlaptop. 
850 MHz, 30G, CDRW/DVD, 
256 MB RAM, 10/100, Windows 
XP, 12.1” Active Matrix screen. 
Super thin, super light and su-
per fast! $2000 (orig. $2496). 
Chris (310)821-5611

Boats
20’ CAL: Good condition.  Com-
pletely stock. Xtra Geona sail. 
Motor. Incl. cust. trailer. $1900
(310)391-4051

24’ ISLANDER ‘66:  6hp Evin-
rude, 6-gal metal tank, radio, 
galley, sleeps 4 $1990 obo 
(310)645-3104

27’BAYLINER BUCCANEER
Great live-aboard, very spa-
cious, aft cabin  MUST SELL! 
$5950 obo.  (310)417-4141

Jewelry
CASH FOR

all kinds of jewelry.
(310)393-1111

Wanted
HOUSE SITTING position want-
ed.  Santa Monica.  Westside. 
Will water lawn and plants. 
Feed and walk pets.  Collect 
mail and newspapers.  Maintain 
household.  Compensation flex-
ible.  Contact Elliot (310)661-
9155

SMOKERS SOUGHT to test 
nicotine 3 treatments at Vet-
erans Affairs Health Service 
in West Los Angeles. NOT a 
quit smoking study.  You 
come once to see physician 
and once for one 7-hour test 
day.  Reimbursement is 
$120 for testing.  Please call 
310-268-3629.

WANTED 29 people serious 
about  losing weight. 
Dr. Recommended.   

100% natural!
No drugs. 

Call now (310)285-3115

Rental Wanted

HONEST ENGINEER, 40, 
perfect refs & credit, no 
pets/smoke.  Need SM guest 
house to $1200.  Can pro-
vide advanced technical 
services.  www.theo.info 
(831) 335-8300.

For Rent
27’ CATALINA, Immac liva-
boad/Cruiser.  Many xtras. 
MdR slip.  $6900 obo (310)892-
4616

For Rent
MDR LUXURY Silver Strand 
Ocean view, Lrg 2bdr, 2ba. 
Frplc D/W, pool, A/C, tennis, 
sauna, spa, sec, nr bch. $2300. 
(310)306-0363

OFFICE SUBLET; 1, 2, or 3 of-
fices available.  Great location 
in Santa Monica starting @ 
$450.00/month.  available imm-
ed. Steve (310)392-6100

PDR MANITOBA West 2bdr + 
loft Condo.  New crpt/paint. 
Pool, spa, hot tub tennis, pad-
dle tennis, gym.  Available now.  
$1700mo Agt Sheila: (310)338-
1311

PDR: LUXURY Condo 2bd/2ba, 
frplc, 2 balc, pools, jacuzzi, sau-
na, W/D in unit, racquet ball 
courts, security parking, exer-
cise room, all appliances, 1 
year lease $1750 (310)871-
7812

S.M.:  2+1, 3 blocks to beach.  
Huge balcony, parkay floors, 
lndry, prkg. Ocean view. $2100.  
(310)399-1273

SM     $1800 2+2.  Approxi-
mately 1100s.f. 2 car enclosed 
gar. No. of Wilshire Bl. Walk to 
Montana Shops. 2020 Wash-
ington Ave. Call: (310)395-1880

STUDIO SPACE FOR LEASE 
avail 1500sf Santa Monica. AM, 
Eves, Sun, for classes, work-
shops, meetings. E. Pico, Am-
ple Parking.  Karen 310-396-
5990

VENICE 2 bedroom 2 bath-
room.  Ocean view from front 
patio.  Fireplace, hardwood 
floors, walk-in closet, parking. 
$2300 (310)291-4004

VENICE BEACH Lrg 1+1 apt. 
Enclosed patio, 1/2  block to 
beach.  N/p w/stv & refrig $1250
(310)641-1149

VENICE HOUSE for rent 
$1975. 3+1 Approx. 1000s.f. 
Hrdwd & carpets. Remodeled 
kitchen, pvt. garden.  Very 
clean.  New appliances, inside 
W/D. 2477 Walnut Ave.
Call: (310)395-1880

VENICE steps to sand, beauti-
ful upper 2 bedroom 1 bath-
room.  Huge sun deck, great 
kitchen, Mexican tile floors, sky-
lights, laundry, parking.  $2200  
(310)291-4004

VENICE:  $1350 1Bdr + 1Ba 
Hdwd floors.  W/D in unit.  1128 
6th Ave. No pets. (310)399-
7235

VENICE:  2bdrm+2bath, park-
ing,1 block from beach, mini 
bar, $1700 + sec. dep. 
(310)305-9659

VENICE:  DUPLEX 2+1  W/D, 
appliances, hardwood floors 
$1700  2 blocks to Abbot Kin-
ney.  N/P 627 San Juan Ave. 
(310)399-7235

VENICE:  Lrg 1+1 w/grt lite. 
Huge closet, stove, W/D on site.  
Off the canals.  $1325 
(310)305-8109

VENICE: 3+2, Lrg, sunny up-
per unit, 4 plex.  French doors, 
balcony, parking. $2100 
(310)581-5379

For Rent
VENICE: ON BOARDWALK
Sec. building.  Clean 1bd/loft 
bdrm+1.2 level balcony. 
w/vu.frig, stv., D/W, lndry, gtd, 
prkg. $1850. (310)823-6349

WHY RENT? You can own a 
home with no money down, no 
closing costs.  Specializing in 
first time home buyers.  United 
International Mortgage Compa-
ny.  Contact Bill Carey. (310) 
780-3522.

Vehicles for sale
1970 VW Bug in good condi-
tion, new floors, upholstery. 
$1800 or best offer.  Call 
(323)259-8500

93 FORD ESCORT, black, 
hatchback, automatic, a/c, pow-
er, excellent condition!  $3000 
obo (310) 207-5060 ext. 201

1993 Nissan ALTIMA, black 
with leather interior.  Low 
miles.  Good condition. 
New paint.  Email: meg-
an@megdog.com  Cell: 
(310) 804-3305

96 VOLVO 850 turbo, teal blue 
with tan interior 61,000 miles 
(310)280-0840

Services

ACCOUNTING CYCLE
SM - MDR Taxes, audit, G/L
(310)724-2101

AT YOUR SERVICE!
Professional Personal Assis-

tant.  Strong office skills.  Great 
references, reliable transporta-

tion. (310)452-4310

BUSINESS WRITER/MEDIA re-
lations specialist: offers 16 
years experience in public rela-
tions and investor relations 
available for short and long-ter 
m assignments.  Call Jane to-
day to implement strategy for 
improved media coverage and 
increased customer/investor in-
terest (310)452-4310

CHILD & ELDERLY CARE: Ex-
perienced Mature, female, veg-
etarian available immeadiately 
for caregiving. Xlnt references. 
Call Omanasa (310)314-8248

CHILD CARE: Mature, intelli-
gent, kind & compassionate. 
Former nursery school experi-
ence. References available. 
Audry Norris (310)854-2053

COMPUTER DOCTOR - Re-
pairs, Tutoring, Web Design, 
Patient, Reliable. Russell 
(310)709-7595

DESIGN DRAWINGS Interior-
Exterior.  Drawings can help 
you avoid costly mistakes & 
better visualize your remodel 
projects.  30 years experience.  
References. (310)836-4797

ELDERLY CARE PROVIDER
Living in Santa Monica, immedi-

ately available for full or part 
time work.  References availa-
ble upon request.  Please call 

Lita (310)394-3197

Services

ELECTRICAL WORK all 
types.  Reasonable rates. 
$35.00 Service Call.  25 
years experience.

(310) 453-4400

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTANT
available to come to your 
home/business and help clean-
up, free-up and organize your fi-
nances.  Professional services 
included; Quicken / Quickbooks 
set-up and management, estab-
lishing on-line banking services, 
accounting, payroll, employee 
benefits and other professional 
matters.  Flexible weekly / 
monthly programs and excellent 
references.  Please call Roland. 
(310)230-2341

FRIENDLY & SKILLED  Com-
puter Support Services.  Setup, 
upgrade, internet connections & 
networks.  Home or Office, 
Westide (310)663-3644.  Rea-
sonable Rates.

GARDEN CONSULTANT Mov-
ing?  Add thousands of $$$’s to 
property value by enhancing 
curb appeal.  Let me help.  Res-
onable rates & references. 
Free Estimate.  Mary Kay Gor-
don (310)264-0272

GRAPHIC DESIGN
Give your business a profes-
sional look.  Brochures, 
newsletters, directories, pro-
grams, logos, letterhead, etc.  
Ask about stationary pack-
ages.  Call Grace K. @ (310) 
452-0020

GUITAR LESSONS - For All 
Ages.  Fun, -fast-paced and 
based around students indi-
vidual musical interest.  Pop-
ular, rock, classical, finger-
styles, Improvisation.  Learn 
sight/tab reading, techni-
ques, theory, barre chords, 
composition, ear training and 
much more on electric or 
acoustic.  Student may also 
develop beginning piano 
skills, voice development 
with an experienced private 
guitar teacher who enjoys 
teaching.  One hour sessions 
are only $35.00.  Discounts 
are available.  

Voice Mail: (310) 588-5810 
SantaMonicaMan@aol.com.

KNITTING LESSONS Yarn, 
Supplies, Patterns, Finishing & 
Design, STICH & ROW, Knitting 
Arts Center, 15200 Sunset 
Blvd., Suite 111, Pacific Pali-
sades (310)230-9902

PET STOPS WEST Boston’s 
Finest Daily and Vacation pet 
sitting service for over a decade 
comes to Santa Monica.  Li-
censed, bonded, insured. 
(310)264-7193

SPANISH TEACHER/TUTOR,
Santa Monica native speaker w/ 
M.A. from U. of MI Berlitz 
trained.  Convers/Grammer, all 
levels/ages.  Fun.  Lissette 
(310)260-1255

TENNIS LESSONS Learn the 
game of tennis (effortlessly). 
Have fun!  Get in shape. 
Group/private.  Call Now!  Intro 
lesson free.  Certified Instructor  
(310)388-3722

Services
The State-Of-The-Art 

Videoconferencing Solution
Fixed 30 frames per second

Currently being used by; The 
US Navy, Smithsonian Institu-
tion, the Mayors office in San 
Diego and New York, The Uni-
fied School District of San Die-
go, Police and Fire Depart-
ments, Warner Brothers, CNN 
and Turner Networks.  Call to-
day: West Coast Video Phone
(310)392-0799

TUTORING 
K-12 academics, K-adult com-
puter, Learning Disabilities Spe-
cialist.  Reasonable rates.  Wise 
Owl Education (310)209-9032

WANT THE freedom of a wire-
less network at your home/of-
fice?  It’s surprisingly afforda-
ble.  Chris (310)617-3563

Business Opps

$1500/MO.  PT - $4500-
$7200/mo.  FT Int’l Company 
needs Supervisors & Assis-
tants.  Full training.  Free infor-
mation. (866)412-8036 or 
www.kes-homebusiness.com

ATTENTION: WORK from 
home. $500 - $2500/mo PT. 

$3k - $7k/mo FT.  Free booklet.  
(800) 935-5041.  

Dreamtimeisnow.com

EARN A VERY HIGH CASH 
FLOW.  Lend @10% to a fast 
growing firm & get your money 
back in 16-19 months, + earn a 
royalty of 7 TIMES loan 
amount, 60% annual return.  I’ll 
show you this is real over lunch. 
$25K min.  Elliot (310)745-3512

IF YOU’RE not afraid to speak 
in front of small groups & like 
the idea of unlimited income. 
Call (877)772-7729 independ-
ent assoc.

SALES ENTREPRENEURS
wanted.  Gourmet Coffee/Es-
presso Industry.  Invest only 
your time and skill, unlimited in-
come.  (310)675-0717

Yard Sales

HUGE ANNUAL Church Rum-
mage sale.  Saturday, Feb. 9th 
8:30 am.  1015 California Ave. 
SM  We have everything and 
more!

Health/Beauty

VIACREME FOR women 
works! Developed and recom-
mended by gynecologists. Or-
der vc.com. (310)312-0662

Missing Person

MONICA LYNN DEVITO
05/01/56  Please call home im-
meadiatly.  Others with info 
email: moniphome@aol.com

Lost & Found

FOUND - set of keys with silver 
metal flower keychain.  Found 
at 601 California.  Please call 
(310)458-7737.

WE ARE THE CLASSIEST GIG IN TOWN!
Call Angela at the Santa Monica Daily Press

310.458.7737 ext.101
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always on,
always fast
“ Since LA Bridge 

installed DSL at my home,

I have found the flexibility

to use the Internet in a 

whole new way.”
__Bill Foster,

Apple Computer

p r e - q u a l i f y  o n l i n e  a t  w w w. L A B r i d g e . c o m
o r  c a l l  3 1 0 . 8 2 3 . 6 4 1 6

BY JAY LINDSAY
Associated Press Writer

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. — Two mem-
bers of Harvard’s Hasty Pudding
Theatricals were accused of embezzling
about $91,000 from the 207-year-old stu-
dent group for drugs, a party and enter-
tainment equipment.

Suzanne Pomey and Randy Gomes,
both Harvard seniors, each pleaded inno-
cent to single counts of larceny Tuesday
in Middlesex Superior Court. Prosecutors
said the two used club credit and debit
cards to transfer money to their bank
accounts.

Judge Carol S. Ball released the two
without bail and set a pretrial hearing for
March 28. If convicted, each faces a max-
imum of five years in prison.

Harvard officials have not said whether
any disciplinary action has been taken
against the students, who are still enrolled
for classes. The officials said they are
monitoring the case and helping Hasty
Pudding improve its money management.

Hasty Pudding Theatricals is the
nation’s oldest undergraduate dramatic
organization. It’s best known for an annu-
al show and its “Man of the Year” and
“Woman of the Year” awards to top enter-
tainers. Past winners include Anthony
Hopkins, Tom Cruise and Julia Roberts.

Hasty Pudding alumni include

Theodore Roosevelt, who was the club’s
secretary.

Pomey was business manager before
taking over as co-producer in 2000.
Gomes was assistant director of the “Man
of the Year” and “Woman of the Year”
shows last winter.

In a statement to police, Pomey said
she gave Gomes a club credit card and
accused him of taking money to buy drugs
and pay off debts to drug dealers, authori-
ties said. She also acknowledged transfer-
ring money to her own account, prosecu-
tors said.

Prosecutors said Gomes told police
that he took money to support a drug habit
that had started his freshman year with
Ecstasy and escalated to crystal metham-
phetamine.

According to prosecutors, Lena
Demashkieh, a co-producer, noticed last
May that the group’s bank balance was
$50,000 less than it should be. In June,
she found that $16,000 more had been
withdrawn, even though withdrawals

required her approval. Demashkieh alert-
ed campus police.

“The pair appeared to be financing lav-
ish lifestyles,” Edward R. Bedrosian Jr.,
an assistant district attorney, told the
court.

Gomes shopped a great deal, and in the
past year traveled to Cape Cod; Palm
Springs, Calif.; Chicago and New York,

prosecutors said. Pomey was accused of
using the money to shop and pay her cred-
it card bills, and together they picked up
the tab for a party with an open bar, pros-
ecutors said.

When police searched Gomes’ room —
next door to Pomey’s — they found drug
paraphernalia, a large-screen high-defini-
tion TV, two CD players, DJ equipment, a
portable DVD player and 91 DVDs,
authorities said.

Phone messages left Wednesday for
Pomey and Gomes were not immediately
returned.

Harvard spokeswoman Andrea Shen
confirmed Wednesday that the two stu-
dents were seniors but would give no
other information about them.

Harvard students charged with embezzling $91,000

By The Associated Press

FAIRBANKS, Alaska — Two men
charged with trying to steal a 500-pound
safe from the Moose Lodge apparently
planned to use their bikes as getaway
vehicles, police said.

Roger Yost, 40, and William Isberg,
40, both of Fairbanks, were charged
Monday with burglary, criminal mis-
chief, theft and attempted theft.

Police said the pair rode to the lodge
on bicycles. They had managed to move
the safe a just few feet when police
arrived, shortly before 2 a.m.

The two men are also suspected of
trying to breaking into a spa shortly
before the incident at the lodge, police
said.

The two men were being held at the
Fairbanks Correctional Center on
$20,000 bail.

Bike not a good getaway car

CAN’T FIND THE DAILY PRESS IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD? 
Call us. We’ll take your suggestions.

(310) 458-PRESS (7737)

“The pair appeared to be financing lavish lifestyles.”

— EDWARD R. BEDROSIAN JR.
Assistant district attorney


