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BIG DAY Alexis Hawkins  news@smdp.com
Stephen Godchaux casts his vote at the Santa Monica Public Library polling station
on Tuesday. As of presstime, Hillary Clinton led the Democratic race while John
McCain held a commanding lead over Mitt Romney. Results for local Measure R were
not available.

BY KEVIN HERRERA
Editor in Chief 

CITY HALL City officials met face-to-face
last week with high-ranking legislators in
Washington, D.C. to discuss the future of
the Santa Monica Airport, calling the
meeting “fruitful” considering the influ-
ence wielded by those in attendance.

Mayor Pro Tem Richard Bloom, City
Manager Lamont Ewell and city staff mem-
bers had a roughly 45-minute conversation
with three long-time lawmakers —
Representatives Henry Waxman, D-Los
Angeles, and Jane Harman, D-Venice, as
well as Rep. James Oberstar, D-Grand
Rapids, MI.

Oberstar is the chairman of the House
Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee, which overseas funding for the
Federal Aviation Administration and its
safety programs, among other duties.

“The meeting was quite fruitful from the
stand point that both Chairman Oberstar,
Congressman Waxman and
Congresswoman Harman were very, very
receptive to the reality that our airport
requires a meaningful runway safety solu-
tion,” Ewell said.

City officials have been negotiating
with the FAA for roughly five years to
come up with runway safety enhance-
ments that will protect residents living
within 300 feet of the airport from runway
overruns. Residents in Sunset Park and
Mar Vista have complained for years
about the potential for massive casualties
if a plane were to roll off the runway. The
airport lacks proper buffers or runway
safety areas and is surrounded by a dense
suburban environment.

The City Council went so far as to ban
larger, faster jet aircraft in November of
last year, but have yet to hold a second

BY MELODY HANATANI
Daily Press Staff Writer

SAMOHI The legal minimum voting age
in the United States might be 18, but to
high school students, when it comes to
elections and politics and hot-button
issues, age is just a number.

Unfazed by their underage status, hun-
dreds of Santa Monica High School stu-
dents found a way to engage themselves in
the electoral process on Super Tuesday, par-
ticipating in a campus mock election dur-
ing their lunchtime that directly emulated
the real-world voting experience, from
signing in with an identification card all the
way to receiving the “I Voted” sticker.

“It was kind of empowering,” Samohi
freshman Taylor Weary said after casting
her ballot and sticking an “I Voted” sticker
on her forehead. “If this was a real elec-
tion, I would actually have a say in what is
going on.”

A total of 442 students cast votes in the
mock election, though 75 were voided
because students either voted twice or
scratched out the candidate’s name on the
ballot, making the choice illegible.

Democratic candidate Barack Obama,
the Facebook phenomenon that has capti-
vated a young audience, captured 66 per-
cent of the vote, followed by former first
lady Hillary Clinton with 19 percent and
republican front-runner John McCain
with 6 percent.

The senator from Illinois was Erin Jane
O’Flynn’s choice, believing the presidential
candidate offers a fresh voice and new ideas.

“He really does unite,” O’Flynn said.
“He’s brought a lot of republicans and
independents together.”

The high school’s Associated Student
Body (ASB) and the Students for the
Advancement of Global Entrepreneurship
(SAGE), a campus organization aimed at

City officials travel to
D.C. to discuss aiport
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Samohi holds mock
election as a lesson
in being civic minded
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Hours: 6:30 a.m. – 10 p.m. Daily

(310) 829-9597

(corner of 20th & Santa Monica Blvd.)

1920 Santa Monica Blvd.

Calling all docents
5905 Wilshire Blvd., L.A., open times

Finally, a use for that art history degree! The LACMA’s Art Docent Council
is seeking volunteers to lead tours of the museum’s diverse collections.
Information and applications can be obtained by e-mailing a request to

Admissions@lacmadocent.org. Applications are due no later than February
22, 2008.

Funny feelings
6360 W. Sunniest Blvd., L.A., 8 p.m.

For all of those Barbara fans suffering from their diva-in-hiding pangs, the
Arclight presents a quick-fix in “Funny Girl.” Sing along to “Don’t Rain on
My Parade” and “People” and let that caged bird soar. Tickets are $12.

For more information, call (323) 464-4226.

Friends of the Santa Monica Public Library book sale
601 Santa Monica Blvd., 11 a.m. — 2 p.m.

The Friends Bookstore Volunteers will conduct a sale of specially-priced
books. There will be about 100 books that have been signed by an author,

are special editions, or have unique value. These books come from the
donations of materials to the Santa Monica Public Library.

‘Choosing the Quiet’
1227 Second St., 5 p.m. — 6:30 p.m.

Maurizio Barattucci’s solo show, "Choosing the Quiet" will be on display at
Emeritus College through February 29. Barattucci taught at the Art

Department of Santa Monica College for 30 years and retired recently. For
more information on this free event, call (310) 434-4306.

Thursday, Feb. 7, 2008

Protect your pair
1711 Ocean Park Blvd., 8:30 a.m. — 2 p.m.

Mammograms are held every first Thursday of the month at Westside
Family Health Center. Call (310) 450-4773 for more information and to

make an appointment. Fees vary.

Lovin’ Black History Month
1704 Montana Ave., 7 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.

Local performer Jo Todd celebrates Black History Month and Valentine’s
Day along with special guest, flamenco guitarist Bill Freeman at the

Montana Avenue Branch Library.

Magic Meathands
4455 Overland Ave., Culver City, 8 p.m. — 9 p.m.

The "Magic Meathands" perform an hour of fully improvised hilarity based
on audience suggestions and participation — presented by director Bill

Johnson. Tickets are $5 at The Spot Cafe & Lounge. For more information,
call (310) 559-8868 or visit www.magicmeathands.com.

Improve eclectically
1323-A Third St. Promenade, 7 p.m. — 10 p.m.

Westside Eclectic’s Level 1 Improv class is an introduction to the art of
improv comedy. The intro covers core improv ideals, concepts and vocabu-
lary such as hyper-listening, give and take, yes-anding, efficient communi-
cation and emotional response. The WE teaching staff creates a warm and
open learning environment that facilitates establishing the foundation of a

seasoned improviser. 

What’s New This Week
2101 Ocean Park Blvd., 1 p.m. — 2:30 p.m.

A free-wheeling review and discussion of the week’s key news stories at
home and abroad.

For more information on any of the events listed, log on to smdp.com and click the “Events” tab for the given day’s calendar.
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BY KEVIN HERRERA I Editor in Chief 

WILSHIRE BLVD Big things come in small packages. Just ask
Sherry Quay, the co-owner of one of the highest grossing
UPS franchises in all of Southern California.

Her relatively tiny store, located at 1223 Wilshire Blvd.,
handles more than 1,800 packages a month and features
more than 1,200 private mail boxes for those craving a Santa
Monica address without the “P.O. Box” stigma. The store
also has a notary public on the premises, makes keys, sends
faxes and sells office supplies.

On average, the store registers roughly $1 million in sales
each year, Quay said.

“It’s been wonderful,” Quay said of the business, which
she purchased from her ex-husband eight years ago and now
runs with the help of her daughter, Angela Farrow. “A little
store like this and to be able to do the volume we do is ter-
rific. We are very, very lucky.”

The secret to the store’s success has to be the location and
the range of services offered, the hard-working employees
and loyal customers, Quay said Monday.

“It’s tough being your own boss and it’s a lot of work, but if
you can persevere and have a great group of employees behind
you, it’s well worth it,”Quay said.“In the last couple of years I’ve
been able to step back and take a couple of days off. I’m very
fortunate to have the employees and the customers I have.”

Situated on a busy thoroughfare just feet from a post
office, the UPS franchise is highly visible and easy to access.
Those who can’t get the services they need at the post office
march on down to the UPS store.

“It’s really convenient for me,” said Tom Price, who has
had a mailbox at the store for the last 17 years. “It’s a great
family run business with a great location. It’s secure and it
really just makes sense.”

For the last 10 years, Joan McNamara, a mother of nine
children spread across the continental U.S., has trusted Quay
and her five loyal employees with birthday and Christmas

DODGER BLUE
(Above) A throng of Dodger fans descended on Yankee
Doodles on the Third Street Promenade Tuesday to meet
some of their favorites both past and present.
(Right) Dodgers great Steve Garvey (sitting on the left)
signs memorabilia for an enthusiastic fan while current
closer Takashi Saito looks on. 

Photos by Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com

Small business with big results

SEE BUSINESS PAGE 14

BY DAVID ESPO
AP Special Correspondent

WASHINGTON Sen. John McCain swept a
string of delegate-rich, East Coast primaries
Tuesday night, reaching for command of the
race for the Republican presidential nomina-
tion. Democrats Hillary Rodham Clinton and
Barack Obama traded victories in an epic
struggle from Connecticut to California.

McCain, the early Republican front-run-
ner whose campaign nearly unraveled six
months ago, won in New York, New Jersey,
Connecticut and Delaware to gain all 198
delegates at stake there. He also put Illinois
and Oklahoma in his column.

Former Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee
won in Alabama and in his home state. He
also triumphed at the Republican West
Virginia convention, and told The

Associated Press in an interview he would
campaign on. “The one way you can’t win a
race is to quit it, and until somebody beats
me, I’m going to answer the bell for every
round of this fight,” he said.

Romney, the former governor of
Massachusetts, won a home state victory. He
also took Utah, where fellow Mormons sup-
ported his candidacy.

Democrats played out a historic struggle

between Clinton, seeking to become the first
female president and Obama, hoping to
become the first black to win the White House.

Clinton won at home in New York as well
as in Massachusetts, New Jersey, Oklahoma,
Tennessee and Arkansas, where she was first
lady for more than a decade.

Obama won Georgia, Alabama,

SEE ELECTION PAGE 13

McCain racks up victories on Super Tuesday
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Steve “the Mailman” Breen Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Going Postal

OpinionCommentary

Some tough love is needed
Editor:

The article (“On death’s doorstep,” page 1, Feb.1) about
60 volunteers from… local agencies conducting a survey
of the city’s most vulnerable homeless, reminds me of a
bank commercial I see often on TV. 

In it, you have a group of corporate board member
types hiking through the woods. One of them falls into
quick sand. As he’s going under, the others decide to have
a board meeting to determine what action to take. Finally
when he is almost totally submerged with only his hand
showing, a quick thinking member of the group act’s on
his own. He throws him a rope and pulls him out, saving
him. 

The message is obvious, act! 
Stop talking about it. Dare I say, if the article is correct

and there are 110 homeless that are in danger of dying
this year, because of a combination of disease,
drugs/alcohol and mental illness, then these people need
a rope, not a survey. You have 60 people out there inter-
viewing people living on the streets in danger of dying.
How absurd! Hey people, how about you pick them up, put
them in a van and take them to a shelter, where they can
get medical help. 

Hell, that’s not even two homeless people per volun-
teer. This should be done even against their will. I know I
sound mean, but what is compassionate about allowing a
sick human being to just lay there in filthy clothes, unpro-
tected from the elements? Especially the mentally ill who
are incapable of making rational decisions. They should
be treated like children. Would you allow a sick child to
sleep in the streets? 

As far as housing, well I haven’t lived here that long,
but I would be willing to bet, that with the money Santa
Monica has spent over the years on the homeless, you
probably could have built a luxury hotel for them. These
people need a shower, clean clothes, food and medical
attention. And the truth is that many of them won’t stay
in shelters because they don’t want to and they don’t
have to. They have options. The weather here is mild.
They are allowed to pan handle. Public drunkenness is tol-
erated . And I guess there are no laws against sleeping in
the streets. Most people respond to incentives. Take
them away and they also respond … Force these people
into shelters were they can be cared for. 

The truly mentally ill need permanent care. Those on
drugs and alcohol should be treated but not indefinitely.
And those who are able to should be made to get a job.
After awhile if they refuse to work, then the tax payers
hand out should end. Now I know not all the problems will
be solved but a lot of it will. And the problem will be much
more manageable. 

(We) have people who have been living on the streets
for (close to) 30 years. So obviously what is being done,
ain’t working. I believe there are many people who believe
as I do but are afraid to voice it because it’s not political-
ly correct. People like the single woman walking down the
street at night and is approached aggressively buy a man
asking for money. What about her right not to be
harassed?

John McColgan
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 

SO YOU WANT “THEM” OUT BUT WHO
will take care of the yard? You sneer at them on
street corners hawking for day labor on your
way to IKEA, but then pick four of them up on
the way back to help you load your 10,000
pounds of bedroom swag into the house. Why
can’t they learn English, for crissakes, so I don’t
have to fumble through a Spanish dictionary
to explain how to clean the toilet? And who’s
gonna pick up the kids from soccer practice
while I go to my Tantra Pilates class?

There has been some stupid notion out
there among some alleged Americans that
“they” don’t belong, they broke the law, they
are shredding our social services, overburden-
ing our schools, sleeping with our daughters,
short sheeting the bed, adding too much
cheese and guacamole and they can’t drive! 

OK, you’re right. Feel better? Go watch
Dr. Phil for two hours and then go lie down
on the bed that Consuelo just made.

The fact remains, folks, that we have 12-15
million illegal aliens in this country sieving
through a border as porous as a Minuteman’s
brainpan. And don’t think that only
Republicans are hawkish on this subject. I
have spoken to a fair number of folks here in
Democratopia Santa Monica who are closet
Illegal Alien (IA) haters. You want them to
come and do your laundry in Santa Monica
but you want them to go back to the east side
of the 110 Freeway where they belong. You
know who you are. You may now go to the
back of the Credibility Bus, please. One of the
proposed solutions is to deport them. We
tried … 3,600-plus  IA’s got the toe in the
keister last year alone. At that rate it will take
us  4,166 years to get rid of them all on the
high end. Go Homeland Security. That
“they” came back across the border 20 min-
utes after they had lunch in Tijuana that after-
noon is just another example of human need
over governmental crisis management.

And it is a crisis. In another way of looking
at this, ponder that if the People’s Republic of
China had landed 12 million screaming
Chinamen to take over all the Panda Express
Restaurants, that would be considered an
invasion. But there are two solutions to this
“Mexican Problem”, er, I mean, illegal immi-
gration problem to stem this catastrophe and
threat to our cultural myopia.

Solution one: Declare martial law (it’s an

invasion ergo a threat to national security).
Suspend habeas corpus and posse comitatus as
we don’t need those pesky courts to get in the
way and we’ll need the armed forces to start
rounding up all those invaders hanging out at
Home Depot. For transportation, we will com-
mandeer 85 percent of every US bus compa-
nies’ fleet to take them to the detention centers.
IA’s are the only ones that ride the bus anyway
so they won’t be missed. For detention centers,
since we lack the logistics and infrastructure to
house a population that is 1.5 to 2 times larger
than the Big Apple, we will cancel all NFL and
MLB seasons to commandeer the stadiums as
processing centers.We will emplace gender seg-
regated tent cities complete with food, appro-
priate clothing and lots of soccer balls. “Real”
Americans won’t mind foregoing a score of sea-
sons watching over paid, steroid fueled man
flesh parading around in tight pants playing
ball. Beer sales in this country will go the way of
ENRON so dump your Budweiser stock now.
To prevent escape attempts all stadiums will be
mined with bunker busters and manned with
sniper teams. Consuelo and her three kids
might be strapped with suicide burritos. The
gas is terrible.

Our founding fathers would be appalled.
We don’t do this to people who come into
the country illegally. We only create reserva-
tions for the people who were already here in
the first place! Maybe the IA’s can start their
own casinos to help pay for their incarcera-
tion to relieve real American taxpayers. Can
you say, “Amerika uber alles?”

Solution two: Provide a path to citizen-
ship with appropriate criteria as was out-
lined in John McCain’s recent legislative
efforts and a current plank in his presiden-
tial agenda. Ronald Reagan did well in 1986
when he provided amnesty to set the stage
for a compassionate response for people in
the shadows. When I see an able bodied,
American born white man pan handling and
two blocks away an illegal alien hanging out
by Bourget Bros. scrounging for day labor, I
then ask myself, “Who really deserves to be
called an American”?

STEVE BREEN is a self-described Reagan
Republican and “the best looking mailman in
Santa Monica.” He can be reached at dulcama-
rax@yahoo.com.

Immigration reform
with some real teeth
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Word in Edgewise
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� Best alternative to high dealer prices
� Complete service and repair
� All work guaranteed
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Hypnotherapists are not licensed by the state of California as healing arts practitioners; for your benefit and protection, work on some issues may require a written referral
from a licensed physician or mental health professional.I LOVE THIS LITTLE BUBBLE WE LIVE IN

here in Los Angeles — especially
Hollywood. I love the fact that people who
don’t know the difference between the
Electoral College and community college
are endorsing candidates. I love the fact that
people who are famous because they are
attractive and have the ability to walk and
talk at the same time (also called acting)
think their opinions matter. And I love the
fact that actors and entertainers in our fair
city set the trends that the rest of the coun-
try will eventually follow, despite the fact
that a lot of these people aren’t capable of
getting through their day without the help
of assistants, nannies, stylists, publicists, and
drivers. There is one recent trend, however,
that gives me pause: The new infatuation
with motherhood.

In 2006, the infant became the “must-
have accessory” in Hollywood. Last year,
with the undeniable return of the pre-baby
body for Katie Holmes, Angelina Jolie, Heidi
Klum, and Gwen Stefani, it became clear
that a woman could have a family and still be
hot enough to earn a living in front of the
camera. Then it was on. Now you can’t
swing a teenage paparazzo on Robertson
Boulevard without hitting a celebrity with a
bun in the oven.

As a public service, I will now quote my
sainted grandmother, Lurlene Patterson
(rest in peace, Nana), who once told me, “the
most important thing a father can do for his
kids is to love their mother.”

What she was saying was that a father
teaches his kids how a man should behave
by example. He shows his boy children
how to treat women (in general) and the
woman he loves (in particular); at the
same time, he shows his girl children
what to expect (and what not to accept)
from a man.

For this new crop of Hollywood
MILF’s-to-be (or MTB’s), the dynamic is
reversed, but the premise is still the same.
The point being that when a mom and a
dad can demonstrate to their kids that
they are committed to loving and sup-
porting each other no matter what, those
kids are much less likely to settle for any-
thing less from their partners.

Why is that so important? Because it’s
so rare. In my circle of friends, only two
or three out of 10 sets of parents have
done the right thing (stayed married,
remained faithful, and were focused on

raising healthy, well-adjusted kids). In a
city like ours (which cannibalizes its
young), the importance of good parenting
is magnified a thousand times. And in the
Internet age, the old practice of inventing
a romantic back-story to tell the kids
when they get old enough to ask how
mommy and daddy met is over. You’re
going to have to tell them the truth, even
if you can’t handle it.

Do you understand what I’m saying,
Nicole Richie?  Are you listening to 
me, Halle Berry?  Me entiendes, Jessica
Alba?  The biology is simple: The sperm
fertilizes the egg, which grows into the
fetus, which becomes the child. In that
process, you only need a man for his seed
and nine months later you have your
“Mini Me”; born to parents who may or
may not actually love each other and a
“celebrity” for life, whether or not he or
she wants to be. The child-rearing is
much more difficult.

I have gotten comfortable with the idea
that I’ll have to look at pictures of Suri
Cruise, Shiloh Nouvel Jolie-Pitt, and
Jayden James Federline every time I buy
food at a supermarket for the next 30
years. These Hollywood MTB’s need to
get comfortable with the idea that in
another 20 years (or less), it could be their
daughter being rolled into an ambulance
semi-nude and whacked out of her mind
on anti-depressants and booze, surround-
ed by paparazzi and with helicopters cir-
cling overhead if they, as moms, don’t do
the right thing and proactively provide
their kids with some kind of male role
model.

I say this because we’re all watching it
happen to my beloved Britney and her lit-
tle sister before our eyes. Lynne Spears put
her daughters in front of the camera at an
incredibly young age (just like these
Hollywood MTB’s are going to do,
whether they want to or not) and in the
process, sold all three of their souls to the
entertainment industry. It’s a shame, too,
because all the money in the world won’t
give her or her daughters the one thing
they really want — a husband and father
who loves them.

KENNY MACK is a writer, comedian, and loving
uncle to twelve nieces & nephews living in Santa
Monica.  He can be reached at
kennymack@gmail.com.

Infants are the must
have accessory today

Standing with the ban

Does your favorite restaurant still use
Styrofoam? The city recently introduced a
ban on the ecologically unfriendly packaging,
but it will take a while before it begins enforc-
ing the new ordinance. 

So this week’s Q-Line question asks:
Would you stop going to your favorite

eatery if they don’t comply with the
Styrofoam ban sooner than later?

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5
p.m. and we’ll print your answers in the
weekend edition of the Daily Press. Please
limit responses to a minute or less.

P R O U D LY  B R O U G H T  T O  Y O U  B Y
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By the Associated Press

LOS ANGELES A rookie helicopter pilot who
clipped a power line and died in a fiery free-
way crash had been ordered to fly lower, fed-
eral investigators said in a preliminary report.

An air traffic controller told Michael
Patrick O’Neill to fly at or below 500 feet to
avoid hitting airplanes that were landing at
Los Angeles International Airport from an
unusual direction, the National
Transportation Safety Board said.

O’Neill, 29, was heading from El
Monte Airport to Torrance Municipal
Airport on Jan. 25 when he went down.
The crash spilled debris in the south-
bound lanes of the Harbor Freeway in
South Los Angeles but nobody on the
ground was hurt.

The power line he hit was about 120 feet
above the freeway, the NTSB said.

The air traffic controller ordered him to
decrease altitude to avoid aircraft that,
because of wind and rain, were heading into

LAX from the opposite direction to their
usual flight path.

The controller will not be disciplined,
said Ian Gregor, a spokesman for the Federal
Aviation Administration.

“Once we give a pilot an instruction to
proceed at or below 500 feet, it is up to the
pilot to decide whether to remain at a safe
altitude,” Gregor said. “It’s also up to the
pilot to stay clear from any obstacles.”

O’Neill, who obtained his private pilot
license on Nov. 1, was flying a rented

Robinson R-22 helicopter.
He did not file a flight plan before takeoff.

His instructor told investigators that O’Neill
indicated “that he wanted to perform a solo
flight that night.”

The instructor told investigators he
warned O’Neill about the change in air traf-
fic patterns at Los Angeles International
Airport, the report said.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
■ Send letters to editor@smdp.com

Pilot was ordered to drop altitude

LOS ANGELES
City bus kills woman crossing street

Fire officials say a Los Angeles city bus hit and killed a woman this morning as she
was crossing a downtown street.

Los Angeles City Fire Department spokeswoman d’Lisa Davies says a Metropolitan
Transportation Authority bus struck the woman at about 5:30 as it was turning. It is
unclear if the woman was crossing at a light.

Davies says the woman was pinned under a front wheel of the bus and had to be pried
out using tools and air bags. The woman, whose name has not been released, died at the
scene.

Authorities are investigating. 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

PISMO BEACH
Pilot lands safely on beach after engine quit

The pilot of a disabled small plane landed safely on the beach at the Oceano Dunes
State Vehicular Recreation Area.

Pilot Richard Reibel says the engine on his Mooney Mite plane quit over the Pismo
Pier minutes after takeoff Monday afternoon from the Oceano airport and he was forced
to pick a spot on the beach.

The 63-year-old Pismo Beach man wasn’t hurt and there was no damage to the aircraft.
AP

SAN LUIS OBISPO
Families of earthquake victims win settlement

Jurors decided the families of two women killed when a Paso Robles building col-
lapsed during the 2003 earthquake should get $2 million.

The two-month wrongful death trial ended with Monday’s negligence verdict against
the owner of the 111-year-old Acorn Building.

Twenty-year-old Jennifer Myrick and 55-year-old Marilyn Frost-Zafuto were killed
while trying to flee the downtown Paso Robles building during the magnitude-6.5
quake.

Jurors decided property owner Mary Mastagni and her family interests were negligent
in the building’s maintenance and operation. 

AP

SAN LUIS OBISPO
Diablo Canyon shuts down reactor for refueling

Operators of the Diablo Canyon nuclear power plant near San Luis Obispo have shut
down one of the two reactors for refueling.

The project also includes replacement of the reactor’s four steam generators, which
will keep the reactor shut down for two months.

Plant station director Jim Becker says it’s the largest refueling outage in the history
of the Pacific Gas and Electric Co. nuclear plant.

AP

STATE BRIEFS



BY MELISSA KOSSLER DUTTON
Associated Press Writer

The current owner of Dawn Friedman’s
childhood home recently painted the front
door red. When Friedman spotted the
change during one of her regular detours
down her old street, she called her sister to
discuss it.

“We approved,” said Friedman, of subur-
ban Columbus, Ohio. “We liked that.”

Friedman, 38, and her sister, Erica
DiPaolo, 40, routinely drive past their old
house to relive good memories, check on the
neighborhood and see what has changed.

“My sister and I are kind of obsessed with
it,” Friedman said with a laugh.

So are a lot of people. Many former own-
ers drive by their old dwellings, slowing down
to get a better look. Some, unable to move on
after moving away, drop in for tours and
watch for open houses. Others even write
about their experiences on the Internet.

New owners can feel the shadow of for-
mer owners. They wonder whether they
would approve of changes to the property
and feel self-conscious about adding their
own touches.

Mary Mars, who now owns Friedman’s
and DiPaolo’s old house, said she was flat-
tered by their attachment to it.

“I think that’s wonderful,” she said. “I
understand that phenomenon.”

While the sisters approved of the new
door color, other changes, such as the
removal of some trees, a fence and a lamp-
post, were met with less enthusiasm.

“It pains me,” Friedman confessed.
Houses - especially childhood homes -

can evoke a lot of curiosity and emotion,
said David Klimek, a psychologist who spe-
cializes in attachment issues. Seeing an old
house can stir up memories of family cele-
brations, loved ones and the everyday pleas-
ures of times past.

“It’s like a temple or shrine of their own
life and their own family,” Klimek said from
his office in Ann Arbor, Mich.

When Jane Porricelli’s parents sold their
house in Barrington, R.I., around the time
she went away to college, she didn’t think
much about it. But years later, when she
moved to a neighboring town, she found
herself driving past her childhood home.

“The memories came back,” the 27-year-
old said. “The nostalgia was there.”

Dating an old family friend who had
spent countless hours in the house added to
her sentimental feelings. In a nod to their
past histories there, Porricelli’s then-
boyfriend got permission from the owners
to bring her to the house for a tour.

At the end, he asked her to marry him.

“I thought it was great,” said Margaret
Vatter, who had bought the house from Jane
Porricelli’s parents in 1998.

One of the things that had appealed to
Vatter about the house was that a family had
lived there. “We looked at a bunch of homes
here,” she said. “When I walked in, I said, ‘I’m
home.’There were pictures of kids everywhere.”

Although the Vatters extensively remod-
eled the house’s interior, they did little to
Jane Porricelli’s bedroom. That pleased her.

“It’s really beautifully done,” said
Porricelli, who bought her first home, in
Cranston, R.I., two years ago.

Porricelli sometimes wonders what that
house’s former owners, Lenore and Joel
Cerel, think of the changes she has made.
The Cerels, who lived in the four-bedroom
Colonial for 34 years, moved into a nearby
apartment building.

“We chopped down a ton of trees,” said
Porricelli, who sends the older couple a
Christmas card every year. “I’m a little bit
scared to invite them in.”

Lenore Cerel said she would pass on a
tour anyway.

“I just want to remember it the way I had
it,” she said. “I was very happy to hand over
the love of my life to Jane and Steve. They’re
a lovely couple.”

That’s not to say she approves of the land-
scaping changes.

“I could sit and cry,” the 70-year-old said.
“We liked the look of the house, but it’s not
our house any more.”

Jessica Walliser, a professional horticul-
turist, had a similar reaction in September
when she drove past a house she had sold in
2001.

“Now I’m upset I even looked!” Walliser,
of Sewickley, Pa., wrote in her online jour-
nal. “They hacked out my garden to put up
an 8-foot-high retaining wall that is topped
with lots of weedy sumac, ragweed, horse-
weed and other assorted junk.”

Such feelings are natural, said psycholo-
gist James Quick, who teaches at the
University of Texas at Arlington.

“It’s part of our human DNA to connect
and attach to places and people,” he said. “So
when somebody takes out those bushes it
tears our heart out.”
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NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT

A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

FOR A CONDOMINIUM DEVELOPMENT 

AT 2323 28TH STREET

The City of Santa Monica has prepared an Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration

for the 2323 28th Street Condominium Project. The City of Santa Monica has prepared

this Notice of Intent to provide responsible agencies and other interested parties with

information describing the proposal and its potential environmental effects. Environmental

factors which would be potentially affected by the project include: 

� Aesthetics � Air Quality
� Neighborhood Effects � Construction Effects
� Transportation/Traffic � Noise
� Shadows � Mandatory Findings of Significance

PROJECT APPLICANT: Danny Shalom

PROJECT LOCATION: 2323 28 Street, Santa Monica, CA 90405

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The proposed project involves the construction of a two-story,

approximately thirty feet high building, designed to accommodate eight market-rate town

home-style condominium units. The total building area would be approximately 11,338

square feet.  Each unit would be designed with first floor common areas (living room, din-

ing room, kitchen, and half-bath) and a second floor with two bedrooms and two bath-

rooms each.  Outdoor space would be provided for each unit comprised of ground floor

patios and second floor balconies. Each residential unit would include a private exterior

spiral staircase which would lead from the second floor balconies to a private deck on the

rooftop, providing additional outdoor space. A total of eighteen parking spaces, for resi-

dents and visitors, would be provided in a single-level subterranean garage.

AVAILABILITY OF ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION: Copies of the Initial Study and

proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration on the proposed project may be reviewed at the

following locations: 

City Planning Division public counter Office of the City Clerk

Room 111 Room 102

1685 Main Street, Santa Monica, CA 1685 Main Street, Santa Monica, CA

Santa Monica Library Santa Monica Library

Fairview Branch Main Branch

2101 Ocean Park Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 601 Santa Monica Blvd., Santa Monica, CA

REVIEW PERIOD: As specified by the State CEQA Guidelines, a 20-day public review

period for the Mitigated Negative Declaration will commence on February 6, 2008 and

end on February 26, 2008.  The City of Santa Monica welcomes agency and public com-

ments on the document during this period.  Any comments on the Mitigated Negative

Declaration must be received within the public review period.  Comments may be submit-

ted, in writing, by 5:30 p.m. on February 26, 2008 and addressed to:

Lily Yegazu

City Planning Division

1685 Main Street, Room 212

Santa Monica, CA  90401

Fax: (310) 458-8341

E-mail: lily.yegazu@smgov.net

ESPAÑOL: Esto es una noticia de la preparación de un reporte sobre, lo cual puede ser

de interes a usted.  Para más información, llame a Carmen Gutierrez, al numero (310)

458-8341.

I JUST WANT 
TO REMEMBER IT

THE WAY I HAD IT. I WAS
VERY HAPPY TO HAND
OVER THE LOVE OF MY

LIFE TO JANE AND STEVE.
THEY’RE A LOVELY.”

Lenore Cerel
Former homeowner.

DO YOU HAVE COMMUNITY NEWS?
Submit news releases to editor@smdp.com or by fax at (310) 576-9913

Visit us online at smdp.com
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What’d they do
to our house?
Taking an emotional
ride past your old
home can be rough
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BY EILEEN PUTMAN
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON Baby boomers don’t get old.
They just develop arthritic knees.

When I did, the only device that allowed
me to work in the garden without struggling
to get up and down was a drab little stool
that looked embarrassingly old-ladyish.

But the gardening industry has grown
savvier. It’s fast producing lawn and garden
tools that boomers can use in their graying
years — but that don’t look so, well, elder-
ly. Cool tools that are efficient, don’t harm
the environment, and play to the self-
mythology of an activist, can-do, forever-
youthful generation.

We are a finicky lot, but a powerful mar-
ket force, 78 million strong. A yearly survey
by the nonprofit National Gardening
Association found that people 45 and older
are the backbone of the industry —
accounting for about 64 percent of garden-
ing retail sales.

Many of us, though, don’t have much
time for working in the yard or tending that
backyard patch of tomatoes. And if we’re
retired, we’re probably downsizing our gar-
dens, or at least not starting new ones.

In fact, sales to gardening do-it-your-
selfers are down — $34 billion in 2006, a
decline from the previous year and below
even 2001’s figure of $37.7 billion, according
to the NGA. With the economic downturn,
gardening isn’t a spending necessity. The
industry is hoping the movement toward
greening the planet will at least help at the
cash register.

Today’s tools are colorful — easier for
aging eyes to see — and ergonomic — deliv-
ering results for less muscle. They’re cush-
ion-gripped, streamlined, with a fun factor.

Companies like Fiskars, Radius Garden
and OXO are known for such tools. The idea
is to make it easier for the backyard garden-
er to sit, plant, water, weed and reap the
fruits of relatively modest labor.

Will Raap, who in 1983 founded
Gardener’s Supply, the big Vermont catalog
company, based his business on “enabling”
tools for people with physical limitations,
mainly the disabled and elderly. But he’s seen
a resurgence in products like his original
Easy Kneeler, which has handles that help
people get up and down to garden.

“It’s a pretty good example of a product
that got a little slow, then when the boomers
got a little tired they were interested,” said
Raap, at 58 a boomer himself. His target cus-
tomers are people who, like him, “get tired a
little easier” but still want the exercise and
satisfaction of gardening.

Bruce Butterfield, NGA’s market research
director, said boomer-friendly tools could
boost the industry because gardening
“becomes more fun if you’re not walking
away with aches and pains.”

Here’s a look at some of the latest tools
and trends:

PREPARING SOIL
Plants don’t grow well when the soil is

compacted, so you need a way to dig and get
more air and organic matter into it. For big
landscaping projects, like putting in a lawn
or vegetable garden, you may need the big

guns — a tiller to turn the soil or a coring
machine to poke holes in it.

■ Tiller: Traditional gas-powered
machines pollute and are heavy. Newer elec-
tric tillers produce no carbon emissions and
weigh less. A flame-colored electric tiller
costs $249 at Gardener’s Supply. See
www.gardeners.com.

■ Digging: Long-handled shovels with a
bigger flat area for the foot allow you to use
more leg muscles as you dig. Some handles,
like those on shovels made by Fiskars, are
shaped like an oversized “D” to make it easi-
er to grip and reduce hand fatigue. Fiskars’
signature orange-handled tools are available
at many retail stores. See www.fiskars.com.

For smaller jobs, a bright red silicone-
handled “soil scoop” selling for $24.95 at
Gardener’s Supply has one serrated edge and
a pointed tip designed to slice through roots
and compacted soil and break up clay.
Radius Garden makes a lightweight trowel
with a chartreuse-colored handle curved to
fit the palm and reduce wrist stress. It’s $12-
$15 online and at stores. See http://www.life-
withease.com or www.radiusgarden.com.

PLANTING
Whether you’re planting seeds, bulbs or

sod, this task is usually harder than you
think it will be. There’s a lot of bending and
kneeling. One solution is to get a small,
lightweight cart or knee aid.

■ Carts and stools: Home Depot sells a $34
Garden Rocker that, despite its name, is not a
rocking chair but a contoured, adjustable seat;
you can buy a $15 non-slip matching cushion

with tool pockets. The company also sells a
$39 kneeler aimed at reducing back strain. See
www.homedepot.com.

The $34.95 kneeler at Gardener’s Supply
becomes a bench when you flip it. Smith 
& Hawken sells a $39 foldable kneeler;
see www.smithandhawken.com. The Garden
Hopper, a rolling stool with an interior 
storage area, sells for $19.95 at 
www.activeforever.com.

Wheelbarrows have moved beyond those
old heavy metal contraptions. A big polyethyl-
ene cart at NGA’s garden shop sells for $199.95
and has a hinged mechanism that lets you 
tip the cart or tub for easier unloading. See
nga-gardenshop.stores.yahoo.net/index.html.

■ Bulb planters: OXO, the “Good Grips”
tool company, makes a quick-release bulb
planter with a handle wide enough for both
hands, to make it easier to dig. A lever
replaces the soil after the bulb is planted, and
sells for $12.99 at www.oxo.com.

MAINTENANCE
■ Hand tools: Fiskars and OXO make

ergonomic pruners, lopper, weeders and
more. Several Fiskars pruners and loppers
are approved by the Arthritis Foundation’s
Ease-of-Use program. Check the company’s
Web site.

■ Lawnmowers: Gasoline-powered
motors can be difficult to start after a winter
hiatus, and are noisy and polluting. Electric
mowers have been around for years, but so
has the problem of running over those long
extension cords. Neuton, a Vermont compa-
ny, has a battery-powered mower that sells
for under $400.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Labor-saving tools hit the market
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DO YOU WONDER IF YOU CAN REALLY
afford that beautiful home you fell in love
with?  The real cost of home ownership is
more than a mortgage payment. The bene-
fits of home ownership are plentiful, from a
tax deduction to having a place to call your
own. However, many factors should be con-
sidered in the real cost of a home.

A lot of first time home buyers assume
that the only cost of a home is the mortgage,
not realizing what else is involved in a
monthly payment. A mortgage payment will
often times consist of the principal and
interest, along with the property taxes and
property insurance. Many first time home-
buyers forget to include the cost of property
taxes and property insurance when figuring
out what they can afford. For example, if
you had a monthly mortgage budget of
$3,500, you would be able to afford a loan of
approximately $615,000 on a 30-year fixed
loan at 5.50 percent if you did not have to
consider any thing else. If the $615,000 rep-
resented a 95 percent loan to value ratio, the
purchase price would be $647,368.
However, property taxes and insurance need
to be used when calculating what can be
afforded.

In the above example, backing into the
numbers, using property taxes and insur-
ance, you would be able to afford a property
costing approximately $526,315. Here is
how the numbers breakdown: On a
$526,315 purchase price, a 95 percent loan to
value would equal $500,000. If you took a
30-year fixed loan at 5.50 percent, the prin-
cipal and interest payments on $500,000
would come to $2,839. At a tax rate of 1.20
percent based on the $526,315 purchase
price, the property taxes come to $6,316
annually or $526 a month. Once you add in
property insurance of $1,600 a year or $133
a month, the total payment comes to $3,498.
The difference between $647,368 and
$526,315 is over $100,000, which is signifi-
cant to many first time homebuyers. That is

why it is important to know what you can
really afford before looking at properties
outside of your budget.

Lenders, such as banks, take the property
taxes and property insurance into consider-
ation before qualifying someone for a loan.
However, there are other actual expenses
that should be calculated as well. If you are
purchasing a condo, you will have monthly
condo fees, such as home owners association
or HOA fees, which will run anywhere from
$150 to $850, with the majority running
between $300 and $500 a year. A bank will
include these condo fees in the mortgage
payment. In the above example, if condo
fees ran $350 a month the loan would be
reduced by approximately $60,000, which
would reduce your purchase price to about
$460,000. Of course, the condo fees take
care of the maintenance on the property.
However, if you own a house, you will have
to pay for upkeep.

Most home owners do not have the time
to mow the grass, paint the property or clean
the house. All of these tasks cost money.
Hiring a gardener and housekeeper is a
recurring expense that can add up. Unless
you own a brand new home, things are going
to go wrong — plumbing, electrical or a new
roof can end up costing thousands of dol-
lars. These are items to think about before
purchasing a property.

When doing a budget before purchasing a
new home, keep real costs in mind. The last
thing you want to do is spend time and
money constantly working on your proper-
ty, unless that was your plan. Owning a
property you can afford is a great decision to
make and there is nothing like calling a place
home, just remember to keep the real
expenses in mind.

MIKE HEAYN is a Washington Mutual multi-fam-
ily loan consultant.  He can be reached at (310)
428-1342, or e-mailed at
michael.heayn@wamu.net.    

Ownership comes
with hidden costs

Mike Heayn Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Real Estate 101

By the Associated Press

Aside from simply throwing the “off”switch,
homeowners can make a few common-sense
changes to ease or eliminate light pollution:

■ Redirect outdoor lights. Add “fully
shielded” fixtures to aim light beams down-
ward rather than into neighbors windows or
needlessly overhead.

■ Use solar lamps or lights requiring less
wattage. Mercury vapor lights often are illu-

mination overkill, producing a blinding
glare and washing out the night. Try 13-watt
compact fluorescent bulbs, which provide
plenty of intensity yet extinguish most
ambient light.

■ Place lights only where absolutely
needed, and use no more than necessary.

■ Install motion sensors and timers that
turn off lights when they’re not needed. That
not only reduces extraneous dusk-to-dawn
glare but also saves energy costs.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Tips for using outdoor lights
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WHILE THERE ARE MANY INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE
plenty of money to invest, more than a few hesitate to 
do so because they are unsure of exactly how or 
where to invest their money. And while it may seem a log-
ical conclusion that the more money you have the 
more complicated your investment picture becomes,
that is not necessarily the case. Financial investment
strategies can still be broken down into simple, easy-to-
understand terms.

Asset Allocation — One of the most important ele-
ments of a successful financial strategy is proper asset
allocation. This refers to the mix of investments you
have in your portfolio, and it’s important to keep a good
balance of different types of investments — like stocks,
bonds and cash, for example — diversified across a range
of industry groups or sectors. Your ultimate financial
objectives, the amount of time you have to invest and
your own risk tolerance should all be taken into consid-
eration as you decide exactly how to divide up your funds
and where to invest them.

Equity Investment Strategies — When investing in
stocks, a good rule of thumb is to diversify your stock port-
folio across a number of sectors; you may also want to
overweight industry sectors whose stocks you believe are
likely to benefit from the current outlook. Once you have
identified these sectors, you can begin to select specific
stocks from within them.

You may want to consider stocks that pay dividends,
which can give your investment an added boost. Another
benefit of these stocks is that you can usually reinvest the
dividends you earn directly into the purchase of more stock,
and many investment firms even have programs that allow
you to do so at no cost.

Another good idea is to select companies that have a
solid foundation and have the potential to continue to
grow over the long term. While it’s not easy to predict the
future, the advice of a financial consultant and a little
research of your own should enable you to identify com-
panies that have the qualities necessary to meet your long-
term objectives.

Fixed-Income Investment Strategies — When you buy a
bond, you are usually promised the return of your principal
as long as you keep it until maturity. In addition, you earn
interest on your money before the bond matures. There are
a wide variety of fixed-income products available. Some can
be tax-advantaged, and many generally afford you a fixed
rate of return.

Estate Planning — Regardless of your age, an estate plan
is a valuable tool that can help preserve your estate in the
unexpected event of your incapacitation or even death. It
can also ensure your assets are properly managed, according
to your wishes, for your heirs. Proper estate planning can
even help reduce federal estate taxes for your heirs, so they
can more fully enjoy the benefits of the money you have left
to them.

While this is just a simple overview of some of the many
financial opportunities available to you, it’s important to
begin your financial strategy right away. Talk to a financial
consultant to find out more about the ways you can tailor
your asset management strategies to help you enjoy your
money now and in the future.

BRIAN HEPP is a financial consultant and can be reached at
(310) 453-0077 or at brian.hepp@agedwards.com.   

Investment
strategies
for those
with funds

Brian Hepp
Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Market Matters

BY MICHAEL LIEDTKE I AP Business Writer

SAN FRANCISCO Microsoft Corp.’s $41 billion takeover
bid appears to have backed Yahoo Inc. into a corner, leav-
ing the struggling Internet pioneer with the unpleasant
choice of selling to a detested rival or pursuing other ago-
nizing alternatives likely to require the help of an even
fiercer foe, Google Inc.

At least that appeared to be the consensus emerging
among analysts Monday as Wall Street awaited Yahoo’s
response to last week’s unsolicited offer from Microsoft.

Yahoo says its board is going to take its time reviewing
Microsoft’s bid along with other options that could keep
the Sunnyvale-based company independent.

“At the end of the day, I don’t think they are going to be
able to turn down Microsoft,” predicted technology invest-
ment banker Peter Falvey of Revolution Partners, echoing
a widely held sentiment.

But if Yahoo spurns Microsoft, analysts believe it prob-
ably will have to swallow its pride and forge an advertising
partnership with Google if the alliance could win antitrust
clearance.

Under this scenario, Yahoo would rely on Google to run
its search engine while joining thousands of other Web
sites that depend on the Internet search leader for a steady
stream of ad revenue generated from text-based links that
produce commissions with every click.

But getting Google’s advertising help probably wouldn’t
be enough to trump Microsoft’s offer by itself. To placate
shareholders, Yahoo probably would have to line up
enough money to pay a special dividend or perhaps even
take the company private in a leveraged buyout.

Going private might be even more painful for Yahoo’s
14,300 employees than a sale to Microsoft.

To help repay the more than $20 billion debt that
would be incurred in a leveraged buyout, Yahoo would
likely have to fire about 4,500 employees, or 31 percent of
its work force, Stifel Nicolaus analyst George Askew esti-
mated Monday. Yahoo also probably would have to sell
about $12.5 billion worth of investments in several prom-
ising Internet companies, including Alibaba.com and
Yahoo Japan.

Like most analysts, Askew still believes Yahoo will
wind up in Microsoft’s clutches because the world’s
largest software maker appears to be a determined bidder
with more financial firepower than just about every other
conceivable suitor.

The list of so-called “white knights” willing to come to
Yahoo’s rescue appears to be dwindling. Several of the
most logical candidates, including News Corp., AT&T Inc.
and Comcast Corp., reportedly have no interest in trying
to top Microsoft’s bid.

Should Yahoo resist, Microsoft could still turn up the
pressure by drawing upon its $21 billion in cash and lofty
market value of $285 billion to raise the bid.

Despite its vast resources, Microsoft expects to
finance part of the Yahoo takeover with debt, the com-
pany’s chief financial officer, Chris Liddell, said at a
Monday investment conference. It will mark the first
time that Microsoft has had to borrow money to finance
an acquisition.

Some analysts believe Microsoft could end up paying as
much as $35 per share — a huge premium from Yahoo’s
stock price of $19.18 before the saga began.

Yahoo shares rose 95 cents to close Monday at $29.33
while Microsoft’s shares fell 26 cents to $30.19, leaving the
value of its cash-and-stock offer at $41.3 billion, or $28.71
per share, down from $44.6 billion, or $31 per share, when
it was first made.

The threat posed by a Microsoft-Yahoo combination
continued to hurt Google’s shares, which fell $20.47 to fin-
ish at $495.43. The decline left Google’s stock price 34 per-
cent below its peak of $747.24 reached three months ago.

Merrill Lynch analyst Justin Post believes Yahoo
should dangle the prospect of a Google partnership to
persuade Microsoft to raise its bid and then accept the
higher offer.

While a Google partnership could boost Yahoo’s rev-
enue by $500 million to $600 million annually, Post said
Yahoo’s brand will be better off with Microsoft. “It seems

to us Google has its, not Yahoo’s, best interests in mind,”
Post said.

Google already is attacking Microsoft’s proposed
takeover as a bad deal for consumers, arguing it could limit
choice on the Internet.

Microsoft contends consumers and advertisers would
be better off if it buys Yahoo because the combined com-
pany would pose a more formidable threat to Google’s
huge advantage in the Internet search and advertising
markets.

Google Chief Executive Eric Schmidt reportedly has
already contacted his Yahoo counterpart, Jerry Yang, to
broach the possibility of an ad partnership — an alliance
that some analysts had been advocating even before
Microsoft made its bid.

Turning over search and a big chunk of advertising
would be a humbling step for Yahoo. The company has
invested more than $2 billion to develop its own search
technology and adjoining advertising system during the
past five years in a largely fruitless attempt to catch Google,
whose success is one of the reasons that Yahoo’s profits
have declined for five straight quarters.

Yahoo gave Google one of its first big breaks in 2000
when it hired the Mountain View-based company to power
its search engine. That partnership, which ended in 2004,
didn’t involve selling ads on Yahoo’s site.

Even if Yahoo decided to work with Google again, the
partnership probably would face a tough antitrust review,
given that the two companies together control nearly 80
percent of the U.S. search market.

Microsoft, with just an 8 percent share of the U.S. search
market, almost certainly would raise antitrust alarms if
Google took over Yahoo’s search engine, just as Google is
already pushing regulators to take a hard look at
Microsoft’s takeover plans.

Google almost certainly can’t try to buy Yahoo outright
because of antitrust laws, but it might be able to make a
small investment like the 5 percent stake that it bought in
Time Warner Inc.’s AOL for $1 billion in 2005.

Yahoo’s board conceivably could even turn down
Microsoft on the grounds that the current offer grossly
undervalues the company, given its stock traded as high as
high as $34.08 in late October.

If Yahoo assumes that stance, it might provoke a show-
down at its annual meeting in a few months. Microsoft has
until March 13 to nominate its own slate of directors if it
tries to seize control of Yahoo’s board.

Yahoo also possesses an antitakeover provision, known
as a “poison pill,” that could be used to issue millions of
new shares to make an acquisition prohibitively expensive.
Triggering the poison pill almost certainly would infuriate
already testy shareholders.

“Sooner or later, I suspect this is going to be taken
directly to Yahoo shareholders,” Standard & Poor’s equity
analyst Scott Kessler predicted. “And those shareholders
are very disappointed with management’s execution and
the company’s financial performance.”

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
■ Send letters to editor@smdp.com

TECHNOLOGY

Yahoo examines alternatives
to Microsoft’s $41 billion bid

SOONER OR LATER, I SUS-
PECT THIS IS GOING TO

BE TAKEN DIRECTLY TO YAHOO
SHAREHOLDERS. AND THOSE

SHAREHOLDERS ARE VERY DISAP-
POINTED WITH MANAGEMENT’S

EXECUTION AND THE COMPANY’S
FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE.”
Scott Kessler, Standard & Poor’s equity analyst 
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BY MELISSA KOSSLER DUTTON
Associated Press Writer

When Winthrop Baum wanted to
improve the output of his beloved fruit trees,
he became a beekeeper.

He began with two hives in 1991 to polli-
nate his apple, peach, pear, nectarine and
plum trees in Fairfield, Conn. Today, bees
from 45 hives buzz among the trees and pro-
duce about 2,000 pounds of honey annually.

An over-the-top solution? The 53-year-
old says that’s characteristic of him.

“I’ve been known to take things a little
far,” Baum says.

Some people just can’t help getting car-
ried away in the garden. A relaxing pastime
becomes an obsession, turning them into
compulsive weeders, fanatic plant collectors
or prolific growers. They find themselves
devoting large amounts of time and
resources to their green pursuits.

“For many gardeners, once they get estab-
lished in gardening, they find the thing that
really affects them,” says Doug Oster, co-host
of a radio show, “The Organic Gardeners,”
and co-author of “Grow Organic” (St. Lynn’s
Press, 2007), both with Jessica Walliser. “It
really does become an obsession.”

People may be attracted to plants for var-
ious reasons, says Charlie Nardozzi, senior
horticulturist with the National Gardening
Association in South Burlington, Vt. Some
like the science of growing them. Others

appreciate their beauty.
Jeremy Wayne Lucas has sacrificed food,

sleep and the company of loved ones for the
sake of plants. A longtime gardener, he start-
ed to suspect that his hobby was taking over
his life when his fiancee, Christina
Anderson, accused him of loving his plants
more than her.

Lucas, of Jacksonville, Fla., had started
buying racks of near-dead, discounted
plants from a big-box store and taking them
home to nurse back to health. He would
normally pay $10 for a rack of 600 to 1,000
sick plants.

Over the course of a year, he estimates,
he brought home more than 100,000
plants. At times, his entire yard was cov-
ered with plant containers. Several times a
week, he would make the 45-minute trek to
the store, spend several hours loading his
van with plants and then drive 45 minutes
home to unload.

“I just got totally addicted,” the 57-year-old
says. “Some of my friends were saying they

couldn’t stand to watch me go totally crazy.”
Lucas gave plants to friends, children,

senior citizens and strangers. He would
invite fellow gardeners over and offer them
their pick.

Even giving the plants away was addicting.
“It was always fun to see people acting as if

they were the kid in the candy shop,” he says.

When the store changed its policy about
selling sickly plants, Lucas’ buying binge came
to a halt. He redirected his energies into an
intensive gardening class and found a part-time
job on the horticultural staff of the Jacksonville
Zoo and Gardens. But if the big-box store ever
calls back, “I would do it again,” he says.

Joy Scott of Pittsburgh indulges her plant
obsession every spring, pulling most of the
dishes out of lighted display cupboards in the
kitchen and filling them with flats of
seedlings. The tiny plants thrive under the
lights designed to spotlight tableware, she says.

“Pretty soon I’m going to be able to con-
vince my husband to put in a greenhouse,”
she says.

Scott’s winter contribution to her garden is
mulching her neighbors’ discarded Christmas
trees, which she pulls from their garbage.
Under the cover of darkness, she cruises the
neighborhood looking for trees and loading
one or two into her trunk. This year, she made
about a dozen trips and snagged 15 trees that
she chopped up in her wood chipper.

“I don’t want my neighbors to know I’m
stealing their Christmas trees,” she explains.
“I’m getting nice free mulch.”

Ralph Gale’s gardening passion has taken
him well beyond his neighborhood outside
Topeka, Kan. Gale routinely travels to other
states on behalf of his beloved day lilies. He
attends seminars, swaps growing tips with
other enthusiasts and checks out new varieties.

“I keep purchasing more and more,” says
the 71-year-old. “I have about 200 different
varieties.”

During the warmer months, he and his
wife, Mary, spend about five hours a day
working on their 5-acre lot, which includes
two ponds, a vegetable garden, flower beds
and prairie grass.

Gale says he always attends the regional
meetings of the American Hemerocallis
Society and gets to the national conventions
as often as he can.

Sometimes, family obligations come
between him and his plants.

“We have children all over the country, so
we have to go and visit them every once in a
while,” he says.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Getting carried away in the garden

FOR MANY GARDENERS, ONCE THEY GET
ESTABLISHED IN GARDENING, THEY FIND

THE THING THAT REALLY AFFECTS THEM.” 
Doug Oster,  Co-host of a radio show, “The Organic Gardeners” 
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reading, leaving residents in limbo. The
ban would affect only those aircraft with
approach speeds of more than 121 knots,
which represent only 7 percent of total jet
operations at the airport, city officials said.
Other jets and piston-powered aircraft
traveling at lesser speeds would still be
allowed to use the airport.

City officials are hoping that the meet-
ing with Oberstar, Waxman and Harman
will lead to a permanent solution that
protects residents. The FAA gave no indi-
cation during that meeting that they are
going to change course and propose a new
runway safety plan. The FAA’s current
proposal has been deemed inadequate by
city officials.

Officials with the FAA said they support
installing 165-feet of collapsible concrete
proven to stop jets traveling at certain
speeds from going off the runway, but do
not support any safety measures or policies
that would limit the types of aircraft that

are currently using the airport, which is
considered by the FAA to be a reliever site
for LAX.

In a sternly-worded letter from Kirk
Shaffer, FAA’s associate administrator of air-
ports, it is suggested that the ban is illegal
and that the council should instead focus its
efforts on working with the FAA to install
safety enhancements and possibly purchase
homes around the airport to create runway
protection zones.

City Hall is the operator of the airport,
however, it is limited in what it can do
because of a 1984 agreement with the FAA
that arose out of litigation. City attorneys
believe the 1984 agreement and FAA
orders allow City Hall to prohibit or limit
any type of aircraft in the interest of pub-
lic safety.

Ewell said Chairman Oberstar is taking
a closer look at the airport and is planning
to come back soon with a list of recom-
mendations.

“The congress members all expressed
their commitment to working toward a
solution,” Ewell said. “We want to take
advantage of all three congresspersons
assisting, but I think conversely, the coun-
cil wants to know there is a specific time
frame … and not keep this open ended. It’s
been over five years now and everyone is
frustrated.”

Residents in Sunset Park and Mar Vista
said City Hall shouldn’t wait any longer and
instead move forward with the second read-
ing of the jet ban.

“I knew they were having the meeting. I
wasn’t holding my breath,” Susan Hartley, a

Santa Monica Airport Commissioner and a
resident of Sunset Park, said on Tuesday. “I
really don’t know what’s been accom-
plished. The day to day operation of the
airport remains the same. I’m for the city
doing the second reading and getting on
with things.

“Every time I heard a jet land, I wonder if
this is going to be the one, and I’m not exag-
gerating,” Hartley said.

Ewell said the issue has never received the
type of attention that it is now getting from
legislators in Washington and he believes

City Hall’s efforts to arrange the meeting are
“indicative of the fact that the city takes this
very seriously and we understand the con-
cerns of our community and the Mar Vista
community as well.”

“We are being very aggressive and
(want to) reach a reasonable conclusion,”
Ewell said.

kevinh@smdp.com  

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
■ Send letters to editor@smdp.com

Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
CLOSE ENCOUNTER: A plane flies over a neighborhood off of Bundy Drive. City officials recently traveled to Washington D.C. to discuss safety issues at Santa Monica Airport with key members of congress.

City officials describe meeting as ‘fruitful’

Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
TAKING IT TO THE TOP: Safety at Santa Monica Airport has long been a issue for residents.

FROM AIRPORT PAGE 1

I KNEW THEY
WERE HAVING

THE MEETING. I WASN’T
HOLDING MY BREATH.”

Susan Hartley
Santa Monica Airport Commissioner and a resi-

dent of Sunset Park



Delaware, Utah and his home state of
Illinois. He also prevailed in North Dakota,
the first of seven caucus states to report
votes.

After an early series of low-delegate, sin-
gle-state contests, Super Tuesday was any-
thing but small — its primaries and caucus-
es were spread across nearly half the country
in the most wide-open presidential cam-
paign in memory.

The result was a double-barreled set of

races, Obama and Clinton fighting for dele-
gates as well as bragging rights in individual
states, the Republicans doing the same.

Polling place interviews with voters sug-
gested subtle shifts in the political landscape,
potentially significant as the races push on
through the campaign calendar.

McCain held a small edge among voters
calling themselves Republicans, a group he
had not won in any of the earlier primar-
ies or caucuses. As usual, he was running
strongly among independents. Romney
was getting the votes of about four in 10

people who described themselves as con-
servative. McCain was wining about one-
third of that group, and Huckabee about
one in five.

Overall, Clinton was winning only a
slight edge among women and white voters,
groups that she had won handily in earlier
contests, according to preliminary results
from interviews with voters in 16 states leav-
ing polling places. Obama was collecting the
overwhelming majority of votes cast by
blacks.

Clinton was gaining the votes of roughly

six in 10 Hispanics, and she hoped the edge
would serve her well as the race turned west
to Arizona, New Mexico and California, the
biggest prize with 370 delegates.

The allocation of delegates lagged the
vote count by hours. That was particularly
true for the Democrats, who divided theirs
roughly in proportion to the popular vote.

Nine of the Republican contests were
winner take all, and that was where McCain
piled up his lead.

Overall, he had 300 delegates to 93 for
Romney and 61 for Huckabee.
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advancing youth involvement in entrepre-
neurship and community service, co-spon-
sored the mock elections on Tuesday, an
event that coincided with similar elections
staged at more than 200 high schools
statewide, all a part of a program offered by
the Secretary of State’s office to encourage
young adults to be more civic minded.

Altogether more than 450 high schools
were expected to have held Presidential
Primary mock elections over the past two
weeks, half of which held their simulations last
week, according to Kate Folmar, spokeswoman
for Secretary of State Debra Bowen’s office.

“The idea here is to get teenagers and
young adults hooked on democracy so they
register and vote as soon as they turn 18,”
Folmar said on Tuesday.

The number of schools that participate in
mock elections has gradually declined since
the program was initially offered for the
2004 presidential election, but the number
of overall voters has actually increased. In
2004, 647 high schools staged mock elec-
tions but only 209,000 students participated.
This year, about 241,000 students are pre-
dicted to have voted.

“This is such an exciting year in elections
and Secretary Bowen wants to make sure
young adults are also able to share in that
election excitement,” Folmar said.

In the days leading up to Super Tuesday,
students in the Samohi government courses
discussed the pros and cons of each presi-
dential candidate, simulating caucus-style
debates, according to Anita Kemp, a SAGE
advisor.

In order to carefully mimic the actual
voting experience, the Santa Monica League
of Women Voters schooled the students on
how to operate polls, everything from check-

ing in voters, abiding by the honor system in
respecting students’ privacy, and counting
the ballots after the polls closed, which in
Samohi’s case was 1:10 p.m. when the lunch
period ended.

“It’s important for schools to get students
involved in civic activities, for students to be
well-informed,” Kemp said.

Blake Rosado, a member of SAGE and
one of the organizers of the mock election,
said the classroom debates were meant to
help students make informed decisions ,
focusing their attention on the issues rather
than name recognition.

“We want to make sure that we get everyone
involved and they know the issues going on,”
Rosado said. “It’s not about who is famous.”

While the mock election was meant to
reflect the real-world voting process that the
students would soon experience as adults,
there was one obvious discrepancy — the
students cast their votes to a near deafening
music blaring through the PA system, an
eclectic soundtrack of some soft rock and
hip hop. But regardless, it was an atmos-
phere that impressed on students that being
engaged in politics can be cool.

Chaneini Gauer, the publicity chair for
ASB, said today’s youth need to work on
making their voices heard, pointing to a sta-
tistic that the 18-25 year-old demographic is
one that is least likely to vote.

“I think we don’t make ourselves heard
loud enough,” Gauer said.

The students hope that their generation
will signal a shift in current voting trends
amongst young Americans.

“It’s really time for the youth to take a
stand,” said Nicholas Borenstein, a senior
and co-chair of the committee that organ-
ized the mock election.

melodyh@smdp.com

Students pick Obama

Obama and Clinton fight for delegates
FROM ELECTION PAGE 3

Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
CASTING VOTES: Santa Monica High School students line up to vote at the mock election in front
of Byrum Hall on Tuesday. Samohi students picked Sen. Barack Obama in the election.

FROM SAMOHI PAGE 1
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presents, graduation gifts and other impor-
tant packages she’s needed to ship to loved
ones.

She also relies on the location for making
copies and sending faxes. She is the epitome
of the loyal customer and one of the reasons
why the franchise does so well.

“I’m not surprised,” McNamara said
when she heard about the franchise’s suc-
cess. “I see people coming in and out of
here all the time. I think it has a lot to do
with the (employees) here. They’re so
friendly and they really know how to take
care of you.”

Throughout the years, customers have
asked Quay and her staff to ship a lot of
strange things, including large Tiffany lamp-
shades valued at over $7,000.

“I’ve had people want to send In-N-Out
Burger to New York, or fruit trees to

Pakistan,” Assistant Manager Robert
Tomlinson said as he finished bubble wrap-
ping a gold Hannah Montana record. “We’ve
even had someone send a cake.”

While making a profit is nice, Quay, who
worked for Vons for 22 years before going
into business for herself, said the best thing
about her franchise is the people she meets.
She is able to work with her daughter, who
manages the books at home, and has estab-
lished strong relationships with her repeat
customers.

“You get to know your neighbors and you
become a part of the neighborhood,” Quay
said. “About 90 percent of our customers are
repeat customers. You get to know these
people, their families and watch their kids
grow up.

“You become a part of their lives, and
they become a part of yours.”

kevinh@smdp.com

Local UPS store tops in Southern California area
FROM BUSINESS PAGE 3

BY LINDA DEUTSCH
AP Special Correspondent

LOS ANGELES A restraining order against
the man who’s been at Britney Spears’ side
during her downward spiral portrays him
as a Svengali like figure who held her a vir-
tual hostage in her home, drugged her,
took over her finances and controlled the
ravenous paparazzi “like a general.”

The order against Sam Lutfi was based
on a lengthy declaration from Spears’
mother, Lynne, who says Spears met the
33-year-old in October 2007 and he
“essentially moved into Britney’s home
and has purported to take control of her
life, home and finances.”

Her account of a long chaotic night at
Spears’ home depicted a drugged and con-
fused pop star being led around by Lutfi,
who was setting up pictures for the
paparazzi even as Spears was spinning out
of control.

The documents released by the court
Tuesday ordered Lutfi to stay away from
Spears, her homes, her parents and sib-
lings’ homes and the hospital where she is
confined.

Lynne Spears said that Lutfi “drugged
Britney, he has cut Britney’s home phone
lines and removed her cell phone chargers.
He yells at her. He claims to control every-
thing — Britney’s business manager, her
attorneys and the security guards at the
gate.”

Much of the 6-page declaration centers
on the night of Jan. 28, just a few days
before she was whisked by police and
ambulance to a hospital psychiatric ward.
She outlined increasingly bizarre behavior
through the night and said her daughter
asked at one point, “When do I get to see
my babies?” to which Lutfi answered,
“Wednesday.”

Spears has been involved in a protract-
ed court fight with her ex-husband Kevin
Federline over custody of their two small
children, 1-year-old Jayden James and 2-
year-old Sean Preston.

Spears, 26, lost custody of the boys to
Federline following an incident last month
when she refused to return the children
after a visit. In recent weeks she has arrived

at the courthouse but refused to enter for
custody hearings. Last week, a judge
appointed her father as her conservator and
a lawyer who interviewed Britney at the
hospital said she doesn’t understand the
importance of legal proceedings in the case.

Lynne Spears described a harrowing
night that stretched into the wee hours
when she, her husband and a friend went
to Britney’s home because they’d heard on
the news she had a fight with Lutfi and
Britney was crying.

Once inside, Lynne Spears said she was
told by Lutfi that her daughter didn’t want
anyone but her in the house and she was
afraid to see her father.

Lynne Spears also said there were sever-
al paparazzi inside the house.

“The paparazzi reported to Sam and
addressed him with great respect. They
treated him like a general.”

She said during the evening, “Sam had
told Britney she was an unfit mother, a
piece of trash and a whore, that she cares
more about Adnan, her current boyfriend,
than she cares about her kids and that she
does not deserve her kids.”

It was unclear how Lynne Spears knew
details of the fight.

Lynne Spears said Britney was not
home when she first arrived and she
understood Lutfi had disabled all of her
daughter’s cars to keep her from leaving.
She said he ordered one of the photogra-
phers to take her away when he found
out her parents were on their way to
intervene.

Eventually, she said, “Britney returned
and became very agitated and could not
stop moving. She cleaned the house. She
changed her clothes many times. She also
changed her three dogs’ clothes many
times. Britney spoke to me in a tone and a
level of understanding of a very young girl.
Britney then picked up a bottle of pills and
read the label and asked us, ‘What does
insomnia mean?"’

Lynne Spears said at one point, Lutfi
told her, “You’d better learn that I control
everything,” and said he was the one giving
Britney her medications and,“he told me if
he weren’t in the house to give Britney her
medicine, she would kill herself.”

She also alleged that Lutfi threatened her.

WHALE OF A TIME Geoffrey Dunn news@smdp.com
Gloria Ortiz, 8, of Santa Monica colors whales during Heal the Bay's Santa Monica
Aquarium's ‘Whale of a Weekend’ on Saturday. The two-day event celebrated the annual
migration of the Pacific gray whale and featured activities for children including arts and
crafts, naturalists' presentations on whales, and film screenings. A wildlife observation sta-
tion was also set up at the west end of the Santa Monica Pier where visitors could use binoc-
ulars and field guides to search for whales and other local wildlife. Observation of under-
water marine life was possible with the aquarium’s Remotely Operated Vehicle (ROV), which
broadcasted live video of life beneath the waves.

Spears’ family calls
Lufti a bad influence

Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
FAMILIAR FACES: Sherry Quay (left) assists long-time customers Joan and Eugene McNamara
at the UPS store on Wilshire Boulevard on Monday. Her store is the busiest in Southern California.
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SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 56°

SWELL FORECAST ( 2-4 FT )
Today ooks smaller, although a small swath of
NW ground swell is expected from 305 degrees
with 14-second periods -- a remnant of recent
Gulf activity. West facing breaks are looking at
waist to chest high sets when the tide is right,
which will be an issue, swinging widely once
again. South facing breaks will of course be
smaller as only trace amounts of southern hemi
stick around for knee to waist high surf.

LONG RANGE SYANOPSIS
SMALLER SURF THURSDAY, FRIDAY...

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA

Sports

By the Associated Press

CARSON After an exasperating summer,
David Beckham has one expectation for his
first full season with the Los Angeles
Galaxy.

“To win something,” he said as the Galaxy
opened training for the Major League Soccer
season Monday.

Los Angeles finished fifth in the six-team
Western Conference last season and missed
the playoffs after losing to Chicago on the
last day of the season.

“We can’t afford to be in the position we
were in, where we ended up chasing it,”
Beckham said. “That’s not good for the play-
ers or for a team. We’ve got to get it right
from the first game and carry on right
through the season.”

Beckham also experienced personal frus-
tration. He arrived in Los Angeles in July
with a sprained left ankle, then sprained his
right knee about six weeks later.

He played in just eight MLS and tourna-
ment games, made four starts and finished
with one goal and three assists.

“Hopefully, I’ll stay a lot more fit than I
was last year,” said Beckham, who trained
with Arsenal in London last month. “I’m just
looking forward to this season. It’s a fresh
start for us; it’s exciting.”

The fresh start includes new coach Ruud
Gullit, a former star player for AC Milan and
the Dutch national team who coached in
England and the Netherlands. He replaced
Frank Yallop, who resigned to join the San
Jose Earthquakes.

“Ruud brings an ability to deal with
players in an equal way and get the most
out of them, whether it’s a young draft
pick or the most famous player in the
world,” Galaxy general manager Alexi
Lalas said.

Landon Donovan and Carlos Ruiz are not
training with the Galaxy. Donovan is with
the U.S. national team, which plays Mexico
in Houston on Wednesday. Ruiz is recover-
ing from arthroscopic knee surgery.

“I feel I’m 80 percent,” Ruiz said. “I don’t
feel any pain, just a little swelling. The team
doctor wants to check me this week and after
he checks me, we can decide whether I’m
ready or not.”

Los Angeles opened training camp with-
out two of last year’s starters, goalkeeper Joe
Cannon and defender Chris Albright, both
of whom were traded. Lalas said the team is
not finished dealing while trying to remain
under the salary cap.

Beckham, Donovan and Ruiz consume
nearly half of the team’s cap.

“There’ll probably be some other moves
we’ll have to make to become competitive,”
Lalas said. “There are some difficult deci-
sions still to be made.”

The Galaxy signed former Newcastle
United defender Celestine Babayaro, who
trained Monday but will not play until he
receives his work visa and his transfer
papers clear.

Babayaro, 29, played for Nigeria in the
1998 and 2002 World Cups and in the 1996
and 2000 Olympics. He helped Nigeria win
the 1996 Olympic gold medal.

MLS

Beckham just wants
‘to win something’

BY JOSH DUBOW
AP Sports Writer

SAN FRANCISCO All-Star Steve Nash is
known on the basketball court for peerless
vision that allows him to see plays before
they develop.

Off the court, Nash is visualizing the suc-
cess of the Women’s Professional Soccer
league more than a year before it starts. He’s
becoming an investor and part owner of the
new venture.

“I look at my childhood and realize how
many athletes I had to look up to,” Nash said
in a phone interview. “I look at the opportu-
nity to put some of these wonderfully talent-
ed athletes who are dedicated and commit-
ted and put them in a setting to inspire a
whole generation below them.”

The deal to bring on Nash and Jeff
Mallett, a former president and chief operat-
ing officer at Yahoo Inc., as investors for the
eight-team league was to be formally
announced Tuesday by the San Francisco-
based league.

Before Nash became a two-time NBA
MVP, he won the British Columbia soccer
MVP award while in high school. His college
days were spent at longtime women’s soccer
power Santa Clara.

“I think it will have ripple effects for a
long time,” Nash said. “I’m looking forward

to it getting off the ground. I want to be a big
fan and hopefully watch them not only
entertain but inspire lots of young girls and
kids in general.”

Nash comes from a soccer family. His
father, John, played professionally in South
Africa, and his sister, Joann, was the captain
of the University of Victoria soccer team. His
brother, Martin, plays professionally for the
USL First Division’s Vancouver Whitecaps.

As the father of 3-year-old twin girls,
Nash wants to help the growth of women’s
soccer in his adopted country. The invest-
ment from Nash and Mallett will fund the
ongoing development of the league and is
specifically earmarked for new media ven-
tures and initiatives.

“I really just want to be a super fan and
watch this league grow,” the Phoenix Suns
star said. “If I can help spread the word and
help get access to some of my fans and help
this women’s league take off in this country,
I’d be happy to do that.”

Women’s Professional Soccer plans to
debut in spring 2009 with teams expected in
Boston, Chicago, Dallas, Los Angeles, New
Jersey/New York, St. Louis and Washington.
The league looks to add an eighth team
before the launch, with possibilities includ-
ing the San Francisco Bay area, Cary, N.C.,
Philadelphia and Vancouver, British
Columbia.

SOCCER

’Super fan’ Nash looks to
bring attention to league
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JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:
★★★★★ Dynamic   ★★★★ Positive ★★★ Average   ★★ So-So   ★ Difficult

Singer Bob Marley
(1945)
Singer Natalie Cole (1950)
Singer Fabian (1943)

Happy Birthday!
This year could be far more
significant than you realize.
You are likely to either
make major changes to
your professional status
and personal life, or there
could be transformations
that might be unanticipat-
ed. Nevertheless, you can-
not fight city hall. Learn to
relax, as what is happening
is going to lead to a much
more dynamic and creative
life in the next few years.
Remain confident. 

Born Today

Jacqueline Bigar is on the Internet at
http://www.jacquelinebigar.com 
(c) 2006 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★ A lot of tension surrounds goals, communication and life
in general. One would be well advised to back off some and not
push. The ensuing explosion simply might not be worth it.
Tonight: Watch the eclipse with a friend.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★ You mean well, and no matter which way you push or what
you try to accomplish, you’ll hit a blockage. Let go and don’t
worry. Get into a project just for you where interference might
be less likely. Tonight: Meet friends for dinner.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★★ Look beyond the present commotion and consider
what you might want to do. If you are thinking about travel or
perhaps signing up for a seminar in the near future, hold back
for several days, if not longer. Tonight: Get into a fun mind game.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★ Examine possibilities in the near future. You might be
much more happy if you relax and honor a partner’s ideas.
Sometimes you might not agree, but letting this person play out
could be important. Tonight: Make togetherness the theme.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★★ Sometimes you feel overwhelmed or like you cannot
get different elements under control. You can and you will, but
perhaps not today! Stay even and open while others could be
reactive. Tonight: Work on your listening skills.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★ You could be taken aback by what someone shares. If you
have a lot on your mind, write it down rather than demand an
audience. Reactions could be off for the next few days.  Tonight:
If you’re tired, take a nap or call it an early night.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★★ Everyone seems to be acting out or a little strange. Lie
back and relax. Use your sense of humor in viewing present
events, and you will be far happier as a result. Avoid personaliz-
ing any comments. Tonight: Let your hair down.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★ Remain contained, and don’t push any buttons just yet. You
could be overwhelmed by news from a family member. On the
other hand, someone’s reaction could feel off. Communication is
not strong today. Tonight: Turn on a favorite TV show.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★ How you deal with a changing situation marks others’
minds. Today Murphy’s law rules. You might be delighted and
surprised by what occurs. Still, hold back a touch, as much
might not be revealed. Tonight: Hang out with a favorite friend.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★ Don’t take any financial agreement or decision for grant-
ed. Don’t formalize any new ideas for several days. What might
not be obvious now could become evident soon. Listen to news
with a touch of cynicism. Tonight: Watch the eclipse, if you can.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★ Today’s eclipse in your sign could spell changes in the near
future, especially if you are born within a few days either way of this
date. Though you might have more than your share of energy, still
try not to upset the apple cart. Tonight: Be creative but not too wild.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★ If you can take a day off, do. You need not push so hard or
insist on sticking to your plans. Lie back if you can, as today’s
eclipse might deplete your energy. Don’t push anything. Opt not
to trigger as well. Tonight: Curl up with a good book.

Let your hair down, Libra

People in theNews

AERO THEATRE
1328 Montana Avenue 
(310) 260.1528

Check theatre for showtimes

7:30

AMC LOEWS BROADWAY 4
1441 3rd Street 
(310) 458-1506

Atonement (R)

1:15, 4:05, 7:00, 9:50

National Treasure: Book of

Secrets (PG)

1:25, 4:15, 7:05, 10:00

Over Her Dead Body (PG-13)  

1:35, 4:00, 6:30, 9:00

Sweeney Todd: The Demon

Barber of Fleet Street (R)

1:30, 4:35, 7:15, 9:55

AMC 7 SANTA MONICA 
1310 3rd Street 
(310) 289-4262 

27 Dresses (PG-13)  

1:25, 4:15, 7:00, 9:50   

Charlie Wilson's War (R) 

1:50, 4:35, 7:15, 10:00    

Cloverfield (PG-13) 

1:15, 3:25, 5:40, 7:55, 10:15 

The Eye (PG-13)

1:30, 4:05, 7:10, 9:40    

Hannah Montana & Miley

Cyrus: Best of Both Worlds

Concert Disney Digital 3D (G) 

1:00, 3:00, 5:15, 7:30, 9:45 

There Will Be Blood (R)

2:55, 6:30, 10:05 

Untraceable (R)

2:20, 5:00, 7:35, 10:10

LAEMMLE’S MONICA
FOURPLEX
1332 2nd Street 
(310) 394-9741 

The Diving Bell and the

Butterfly (Le Scaphandre et le

papillon) (PG-13)

1:30, 4:20, 7:10, 9:55

Juno (PG-13) 

12:45, 3:05, 5:25, 7:50, 10:15

No Country for Old Men (R) 

1:15, 4:05, 7:00, 9:55

Persepolis (PG-13)

12:55, 3:15, 5:35, 8:00, 10:15

MANN'S CRITERION
THEATRE 
1313 3rd Street 
(310) 395-1599 

The Bucket List (PG-13) 

11:50am, 2:10, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30  

Cassandra's Dream (PG-13)

11:40am, 5:20, 10:30 

Mad Money (PG-13) 

2:40, 7:50   

Meet the Spartans (PG-13)

12:30, 2:50, 5:10, 7:30, 9:50  

Michael Clayton (R)

1:10, 4:20, 7:10, 10:20   

Rambo (R)

12:00, 2:20, 4:40, 7:20, 10:00

Strange Wilderness (R) 

12:10, 2:30, 5:00, 7:40, 10:10 

M O V I E G U I D E

More information email news@smdp.com

TERI HATCHER has won a
ruling in a feud between
rival lip plumpers worthy
of Wisteria Lane.

A judge ruled Monday
that a $2 million lawsuit
against the 43-year-old
“Desperate Housewives”
star should be moved
out of court and into
arbitration.

The lawsuit from cos-
metics company
Hydroderm, filed late last
year in Superior Court,
claims that a 2005
endorsement agreement
with Hatcher’s production
company stipulated that
she would not pitch com-
peting products.

Los Angeles Superior
Court Judge Helen I.
Bendix ruled that both

sides are bound by a prior
agreement to arbitrate all
of Hydroderm’s claims
rather than litigate them in
court.

The two sides signed
the agreement Nov. 30,
according to Hatcher’s
lawyers, who filed the
motion to move to
arbitration.

According to the law-
suit, the company learned
Hatcher was also pushing
CityLips, a lip plumper
made by City Cosmetics,
which competes with
Hydroderm’s Volumizing
Lip Serum.

“Hatcher’s name,
image and likeness have
been linked to so many
competitors’ products,”
the lawsuit said, “that it is

anyone’s guess as to what
product keeps her skin
and lips youthful.”

Hatcher’s attorney
Alan Wertheimer has
called the lawsuit an
“unjustified and
public assault on
Teri Hatcher’s
good name, rep-
utation and
celebrity.”

Wertheimer
has said that
the deal with
Hydroderm
did not
affect
Hatcher’s
previous
deal with
CityLips.

AP

It’s not every day that you
see ROBERT DE NIRO on
the cover of Vibe — with
50 Cent.

They posed for the
magazine’s March issue to
promote their new crime
drama, “Righteous Kill,”

co-starring Al Pacino and
Brian Dennehy.

50 Cent, whose real
name is Curtis Jackson,
says he’d “hang out with
Robert on Thursdays and
Fridays” if he could.

“His celebrity is so

strong that I get a chance to
feel like a normal person for
a little bit,” the 31-year-old
rapper tells Vibe. “People
get nervous around him. We
had a table read, and it was
amazing because there were
people who came in who

were like, all recognizable
faces ... and Robert comes in
and Al comes in and it’s
almost like, their knees are
going shaky under the table.
It’s great.”

50, who has sold mil-
lions of records, launched

his film career with the
autobiographical tale “Get
Rich or Die Tryin"’ in
2005.

De Niro won an Oscar
for portraying a mob boss
in “The Godfather: Part II.” 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Kicking it 50 Cent feels `like a normal person’
when hanging out with De Niro

Less than a week after
being sworn in as a U.S.
citizen, CRAIG
FERGUSON learned
he’ll be telling jokes to
President Bush.

The CBS “Late Late
Show” host revealed
Tuesday that he’s been
booked as the enter-
tainer at the annual
White House corre-
spondents’ dinner in
Washington.

Don Imus and
Stephen Colbert both
provoked some criti-
cism for their pointed
political jokes.

“There are 2,800
journalists in atten-
dance, there (are) con-
gressman, senators
there, military brass,
the Cabinet and I sit at
the top table with the
president and the first
lady,” Ferguson said.  

AP

FERGUSON GETS BIG GIG

Hatcher wins court ruling in lawsuit;
case headed for arbitration settlement
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Girls and Sports By Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

The Other Coast By Adrian Raeside

By Jim DavisGarfield

By Brian Anderson

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Dog eat Doug

Janric Classic Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from Bronze (easiest) to Silver to Gold (hardest).

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure out which numbers are missing. Then,
based on the other numbers in the row and column of each blank cell,
find which of the missing numbers will work. Eliminating numbers will
eventually lead you to the answer.

Difficulty
GOLD

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

© 2006 Janric Enterprises Dist. by Creators Syndicate Inc.
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By John Deering

By Dave CoverlySpeed Bump

Strange Brew

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

MYSTERY PHOTO Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com

The first one to identify where this shot was taken wins a prize from the Daily Press. Send
answers to editor@smdp.com.

1911 Ronald Wilson Reagan,
the 40th president of

the United States, was born in
Tampico, Ill.

1756 America’s third vice
president, Aaron Burr,

was born in Newark, N.J.

1778 the United States won
official recognition

from France with the signing of a
Treaty of Alliance in Paris.

1788 Massachusetts became
the sixth state to ratify

the U.S. Constitution.

1899 a peace treaty
between the United

States and Spain was ratified by
the U.S. Senate.

1933 the 20th Amendment
to the Constitution,

the so-called “lame duck” amend-
ment, was proclaimed in effect by
Secretary of State Henry Stimson.

1952 Britain’s King George
VI died; he was suc-

ceeded by his daughter, Elizabeth II.

1959 the United States suc-
cessfully test-fired for

the first time a Titan interconti-
nental ballistic missile from Cape
Canaveral, Fla.

TODAY IN HISTORY

■ People With Too Much Time on
Their Hands: (1) According to a
report in Britain's Bolton News in
December, the House of Lords has
recently been discussing the need
to reduce the thickness of slices of
bread, which Baroness Gardener
of Parkes said would help alleviate
Britons' alarming levels of obesity.
(2) TV's Weather Channel recently
released a CD comprising 12 of
what it called the most popular
jazz selections that play on its
"Local on the 8s" weather screens
(tunes presumably requested by
those who watch the Weather
Channel often enough to actually
have favorites).
■ A startup Massachusetts dating
service has the usual question-
naires about likes and dislikes, 
but bases compatibility specifical-
ly on how one person smells 
to another (straights and gays
accommodated). Eric Holzle's
ScientificMatch.com tests each
person's "major histocompatibili-
ty complex" (MHC) genes, the sci-
ence behind which dictates how
one person will translate the
scent of another (with similar-
processing people less compati-
ble). (In one famous study, women
preferred the smell of T-shirts
from men whose MHC was the
most different from their own.)
Holzle predicts a higher success
rate than for ordinary dating
agencies, but at a fee of $1,995
per client.  

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

iinneeffffeeccttuuaall  \in-ih-FEK-choo-
uhl\, adjective: Not producing
the proper effect; without
effect; weak; useless; futile;
unavailing.

WORD UP!

3  14  30  44  56 
Meganumber: 5
Jackpot: $102M

10  11  16  35  43
Meganumber: 9
Jackpot: $60M

3  12  29  30  34

MIDDAY: 7  5  2
EVENING: 5  3  9

1st: 01 Gold Rush
2nd: 08 Gorgeous George
3rd: 05 California Classic
RACE TIME: 1.43.84

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

19
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For
information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm                      LOCATION 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!
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Miscellaneous
AIRLINES ARE HIRING: Train for high 
paying Aviation Maintenance Career. 
FAA approved program. Financial aid if 
qualified - Job placement assistance. 
Call Aviation Institute Maintenance. 
888-349-5387.

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home. 
Medical, Business, Paralegal, Comput-
ers, Criminal Justice. Job placement as-
sistance. Computer available. Financial 
aid if qualified. Call 800-494-3586, 
www.OnlineTidewaterTech.com

DON'T SWEAT IT! FIRE UP your future. 
Nationally accredited 4 wk HVAC (Heat-
ing/AC) Program. Get EPA/OSHA Certi-
fied. Local Job Placement Asst. Financ-
ing available. 877-994-9904.

OLD GUITARS WANTED! Fender, Gibson, 
Gretsch, Martin. 1930s - 1960s. Top 
cash paid. 1-800-401-0440.

Announcements
GROUP FOR Women In Addictive Un-
healthy Relationships. Time 7-8:45 
p.m. Thursdays. Location on Westside. 
Call Lynelle Goodreau, LMFT. 
818.995.3547
Fee $45 per peson

LIFE RECOVERY
12-Step / Christ-Centered
www.12steppin2jesus.com

310-463-4945

TRAINED OPERA singer available to 
sing jolson songs, oldies.There will be 
a sing-a-long!  Gabe (310)392-6501

Adoption
CONSIDERING ADOPTION? Talk with car-
ing agency specializing in matching 
birthmothers with families nationwide. 
LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7. 
Abby's One True Gift Adoptions. 
866-910-5610.

PREGNANT? Consider adoption.YOU 
choose your baby's family! Receive pic-
tures/ information. Financial assis-
tance. 1-866-236-7638. 24/7. 
Lic#123021.

Employment
CHIROPRACTORS

POSITION available, fully equipped of-
fice with front office staff.

Fax resume to 323-525-1140, or email 
mindy.rosenman@yahoo.com

COME BE a Part of our Growing Team
Teachers Needed

Toddler Teachers/Preschool Teachers
ECE Units Required

Beth Shir Sholom Early 
Childhood Center

Please fax resume to 310-453-6827, 
Attn: Marsha or E-mail resume to 

marsha.newstat@bethshirsholom.org

COMPANION/CAREGIVER
LOOKING for a Career not just a job?
Live-In / Live-out - Full/Part-time.
Must drive. We offer benefits
Complete online application at
www.sheridancare.com or call
310 204-1187

Employment

Santa Monica College

Continuing & Community

Education Program now offers a

27-week Pharmacy
Technician Career
Training Program

Employment of Pharmacy Technician’s

is expected to grow faster than average

of all occupations through 2014 due to

increased number of middle-aged and

elderly population, and the greater use

of medication.

Earn a Certificate of Completion

Training Starts Saturday,

February 23, 2008
Financial Assistance Available

Call 310-434-3400 
for more information

DENTAL ASSISTANT
Modern, low-stress, SM office. No 
HMO or Medi-Cal. Chairside experi-
ence and x-ray license required. 3-4 
days per week. 60% back office/40% 
front office. Flexible hours. 
(310)451-1446

DRIVERS: A great career! England 
Transport offers on the job CDL training. 
No credit check. No co-signers. No con-
tract. No down-payment. 
1-866-619-6081, AD#3110

PT/FT SALESPERSON for a hardware 
store. Call (310) 395-1158

GENERAL OFFICE help for Swartz Glass 
Co., permanent position, full-time or 
part-time  w/ benefits. 
(310)829-0251

GIVE OF YOURSELF volunteers wanted 
at the discovery shop. Help us contrib-
ute to the American cancer society by 
spending 4 hours per week assisting in 
our resale shop in Santa Monica. Con-
tact Terry or Shaunna at (310)458-4490

HELP WANTED

Currently looking for full & part-time 
general office work & clerical positions. 
Start immediately, paid training & in-
centives. Call 416.834.1911.

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING. Avg. $20/hr. 
$57K/yr. including Fed. Benefits, OT, Of-
fered by Exam Services, not aff.w/USPS 
who hires. 1-866-483-1057

Employment

IMMEDIATE POSITIONS available 
in the Environmental Services De-
partment. Looking for part time 
housekeepers/ floor techs. Hospi-
tal Experience preferred. Call 
(310)829-8431 for interview.

MAGELLAN’S HAS been making travel 
safer, more comfortable and reward-
ing since 1989 by offering innovative, 
quality travel products and clothing. 
Voted the #1 travel store in Santa 
Barbara again in 2007, we’re looking 
for individuals to join our team of 
travel gear experts. 
We are currently recruiting for the fol-
lowing positions:
FT/PT RETAIL SALES 
Retail associates are responsible for 
providing exceptional service to our 
customers, ringing up sales and par-
ticipating in visual merchandising, 
inventory, and all special store 
events.  Weekend availability is re-
quired.  Benefits for 30+ hrs/wk.
Magellan’s offers a fun and challeng-
ing work environment as well as com-
petitive compensation, medical, den-
tal & vision insurance and a 401K 
with employer match. Please forward 
your resume to:  Magellan’s, 1006 
Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica, CA 
90401; Fax 805-564-8014; E-mail: 
HR@magellans.com

MUSIC BOOKING agency sales. p/t flex. 
(310)998-8305 xt 88

MYSTERY SHOPPERS! Earn up to $150 
daily. Get paid to shop pt/ft. Call now 
800-690-1272.

RETAIL SALESPERSON Needed
Full time position for Santa Monica 
jewelry store. Min. 2 years retail sales 
experience; Jewelry preferred. Must 
have excellent customer service skills.
Fax Resumes to 310-451-0095

SALES OF Cruise & Tour Pkgs
30 hrs/wk Flex sch. Base + Comm

Pd. Tng. No cold calling
40 yr Natl tour Co. Near LAX

Aaron 1 800 922 9000

Help Wanted
1000 ENVELOPES = $6000 Guaranteed! 
Receive $6 for every envelope stuffed. 
24hr. information 1-888-423-3820 code 
701

ASSEMBLE MAGNETS & CRAFTS FROM 
HOME! Year-round Work! Excellent Pay! 
No Experience! TOLL FREE 
1-866-844-5091, code-11

BODYGUARDS OPPORTUNITIES. Excel-
lent income! FREE training. Traveling 
expenses paid. No felonies. No experi-
ence. 1-866-271-7779. www.body-
guardsunlimited.net

EARN UP TO $500 weekly assembling 
our angel pins in the comfort of your 
own home. No experience required. Call 
817-230-4879 or visit 
www.angelpin.net

Help Wanted
GOOGLE CLICKERS needed: $$$$$ 
weekly. New limited time opportunity. 
For more information call 
1-800-706-1824, Ext.4194.

SECRET SHOPPERS NEEDED - For Store 
Evaluations. Get paid to shop and rate 
local stores, restaurants and theatres. 
Flexible hours, training provided. 
1-800-585-9024, ext. 6750. 

SEEKING PRIVATE DUTY RN MALIBU 12 
HOUR NIGHTS MUST HAVE FLEXIBLE 
AVAILABILITY CALL ALI, RN 
310-456-3008

For Sale
200 GALLON fish tank with pumps 
and a huge base just reupholstered in 
black.
$800.00.
Mike 310-989-9444

LIFE Fitness Elliptical Cross-Trainer 
Paid $4000.00 New will sacrifice 
$1600.00
Like new barely used. Contact Mike 
@ 310-989-9444

SPA/HOT TUB 2008 Model. Neck Jets. 
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used. 
Can deliver. Worth $5950, sell for 
$1950 (310) 479-3054

SURFBOARD MC Coy 7'4" Gun first 
$200.00 takes it.  Contact Mike @ 
310-989-9444

Computers
GET A NEW COMPUTER. Brand new lap-
tops & desktops. Bad or NO credit - No 
Problem. Smallest weekly payments 
available. It's yours NOW - Call 
1-800-624-1557.

Pets
Fish Tank  200 gallon  Huge Base just 
spent $800.00 on reupholstered 
Leather. Tank, Pumps, Base.   got to 
move  $500.00 Contact Mike @ 
310-989-9444

Mattresses
MEMORY FOAM Thera-Peutic NASA Mat-
tress: Q-$399, K-$499. Free Delivery. 
Warranty. 1-888-287-5337. (60 night 
trial) www.mattressdr.com

Education
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! Fast, afford-
able, accredited. FREE brochure. Call 
now! 1-800-532-6546, ext. 532 
www.continentalacademy.com

HIGH SCHOOL Diploma! Graduate in 4 
weeks! CALL TOLL FREE NOW! 
1-877-698-3540, Ext.503 www.south-
easternHS.com

Wanted

$ WANTED $
WARHOL-HARING
Signed Originals and

prints only!

zyart@pacbell.net
(310)533-9539 

Bookkeeping Services
QUICKBOOKS BOOKKEEPING service, 
personal or  businesses.  Online ver-
sion available.  Call 310 977-7935

Vacation Rentals
VACATION NOW!! It's summer in Costa 
R i c a .
www.gentlemanjimsprivatetravel.com, 
bob@gentlemanjimsprivatetravel.com, 
888-320-0296. 24/7. Booking for March 
,2008, 5-Star Hotel. Spring Break is 
coming. Reserve now.

For Rent

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310) 869-7901

1011 Pico. 2BD-2BTH + LOFT. $2695 
1214 Idaho 3BD-1 3/4 BTH. $2,895
225 Montana 1BD-1.5 BTH. $1,995

PLEASE Visit our website 
for complete 
listings at:

www.howardmanagement.com

MAR VISTA $1600 spacious two 
bdrm/2bath lower. Patio. Parking. 
Stove, refrigerator, intercom entry, car-
pet, blinds, no pets. Centinela, near 
Palms. (310)456-5659

MAR VISTA ,$1200/mo, 1bdrm/1bath. 
Bright upper unit.  parking, stove, re-
frigerator, laundry, no pets, no smokers. 
(310)489-5044

MAR VISTA 12450 unit 1 and 6 Culver 
Blvd. $1000 and up. Stove, fridge, 
blinds, carpet, utilities included, no 
pets, intercom entry, gated parking, 
(888)414-7778 www.jkwproperties.com

For Rent
MAR VISTA, $1800/mo 2bdrm/2bath 
1400 sq. ft. Real fireplace, stove, d/w, 
refrigerator, Master suite. 12775 Pa-
cific. (310)450-5476

PDR STUDIO apt. on the sand, xlnt 
cond, deck, partially furnished $1350. 
incl. util. No pets. (310)821-4261

SANTA MONICA, $1495, 2 Bdrms, 1 
Bath, NO Pets, Stove, Refrigerator, 
Parking. 1935 Cloverfield Blvd. #16, 
Open Daily for viewing 9am-7pm. Addi-
tional info in Unit. Manager in #19

SM 3+2, lower, walk to beach and
Main st. Tandem cvrd parking, we. & 
tile floors. F/p appls. W/d 733 Hill st. 
$2650. No pets. (310)569-4200

Commercial Lease

SANTA MONICA 2941 Main Street. 
Creative office space 
$750-$1000/month. 
Parking available. 
MDR 13322 Washington 500-1900 sq. 
ft. office space for lease. 
PAR Commercial 
(310)395-2663.xt.112

Real Estate

DISCOVER THE JOY of Murphy NC Moun-
tain living. Best buys on homes/land: 
800-747-7322x104, www.caroli-
namtnhome.com

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737



HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm                      LOCATION 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, CA 90401

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!
There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.

$550 per day. Up to 15 words,
20 cents each additional word.

Classifieds GET RID OF YOUR ROLLERBLADES.  Sell your sports equipment to someone who will actually use it.

Prepay your ad today! (310)458-7737
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Real Estate
NORTH CAROLINA Mountains. New log 
cabin shell on 2 wooded acres, only 
$99,900. FREE BROCHURE of Moun-
tain& Riverfront acreage. Financing. 
828-652-8700

TEXAS LAND LIQUIDATION! 20-acres 
Near Booming El Paso. Good road ac-
cess. ONLY $14,900, $200/down, $145 
per mo. Money Back Guarantee. No 
credit checks. 1-800-755-8953, 
www.sunsetranches.com

Storage Space
GARAGE FOR rent. approx 9x17’, storage 
only, Lockable swing door $150/mo. 
2mo security. 18th/Pico (310)663-9923

Automotive
$500 POLICE IMPOUNDS Tax repos, DEA, 
more! Also Trucks, SUVs, more! For list-
ings 1-800-706-1738 x 1144

WANTED JAPANESE MOTORCYCLES KA-
WASAKI,1970-1980, Z1-900, KZ900, 
KZ1000, H2-750, H1-500, S1-250, 
S2-250, S2-350, S3-400. CASH PAID. 
1-800-772-1142. 1-310-721-0726.

Autos Wanted
DONATE YOUR Car. Help disabled chil-
dren with camp and education. Fast, 
easy, Free towing. Deductible. Special 
kids fund. 1-888-830-2127.

Business Opps
170 PAGE Book, "The Un-Foreign Ex-
change". A savvy insight to FOREX Mar-
kets - Ask About Fully Automated Forex 
Trading System. 473% Posted Annual 
Profit. 866-571-3742, Ext.17

ABSOLUTELY ALL Cash! Do you earn 
$800/day? Vending route. 30 machines 
+ candy. $9,995. 1-800-807-6485. 
(Void/SD,CT,MD)

EBAY RESELLERS Needed. $$$$$ 
Weekly. Use your home computer/laptop. 
No experience required. Call 
1-800-706-1803 x5246

FREE CASH GRANTS/PROGRAMS! $700 - 
$800,000++ **2008** NEVER REPAY! 
Personal/Medical Bills, Business, 
School/House. Almost Everyone quali-
fies! Live Operators! AVOID DEADLINES! 
Listings, 1-800-270-1213, Ext. 279

HOW CAN YOU receive $3500. in cash 
every week tax-free. Recorded info 
2 1 2 - 4 6 1 - 2 7 8 7 ,
www.giftingforprofit.com

NOW HIRING HOME TYPISTS. $5000 
guaranteed in 30 days. Apply online: 
www.Job861.com

STARBUCKS TYPE. Local Distributorship. 
Guaranteed Accts. Huge Profit Potential. 
Free info. 24/7, 1-800-729-4212

Health/Beauty
ARE YOU THE FATHER? 100% accurate 
AABB accredited lab DNA paternity test 
using mouth swabs for $265, with or 
without the mother. Chewing gum, 
cigarette butts or other special samples 
or tests are additional. 1-888-875-7574 
www.DNATestingCentre.com

ONLINE PHARMACY: Buy Soma, Ultram, 
Fioricet, 90Qty. $51.99; 180Qty, $84.99. 
Price Includes Prescription. 
1-866-450-8203, medsquarerx.com

VIAGRA/CIALIS, 40 PILLS, $99.00; 40 
PILLS, $99.00. VIAGRA/CIALIS. 
888-942-2262. WESAVEONDRUGS.COM

Financial
CREDIT PROBLEMS? We can help! Per-
manently improve your credit score, le-
gally and affordably! FREE consulta-
tion! Call now! 1-866-566-3138.

LAWSUIT CASH - Get cash for your per-
sonal injury settlement or work comp 
case. 866-709-1100, www.glofin.com

NEED A LOAN? No credit - BAD credit - 
Bankruptcy - Repossession - Personal 
Loans - Auto Loans - Consolidation 
Loans AVAILABLE! "We have been help-
ing people with credit problems since 
1991". Call 1-800-654-1816. 

Lost & Found
REWARD, LOST 20 lb siamese male 
cat with blue eyes, black face, and a 
long black tail. 14 months old. Last 
seen 1/20/08 at Broadway and 18th 
st. in Santa Monica. Call 
(310)828-6701 or email 
loisannpepitone@yahoo.com

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your body, 
mind, spirit.  Therapeutic bodywork/en-
ergy healing. Strictly non-sexual. Intro-
ductory specials $68.00. Lynda, L.M.T. 
(310) 749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and tender 
relaxing body work by mature Europen. 
Very Professional, Sonja 
(310) 397-0433.

Vehicles for sale
SUZUKI ATV 250  2004, Used 3 Times 
looks and rides brand new wife's 
quad first  $2700.00 takes it.
Contact Mike @ 310-989-9444

ELECTRIC CAR Santa Monica Street 
Legal 2007 Barely used Perfect condi-
tion, Silver Metallic, Looks like H3 
Hummer fully loaded. Paid $15,000 
will sacrifice $9950.00   Contact Mike 
@ 310-989-9444

800.796.6708 LAINFO@STROLLERSTRIDES.NET 

WWW.STROLLERSTRIDES.COM 

Now offering classes  
in Santa Monica, Culver 
City & Marina Del Rey! 

PREPARE TO PUSH, LLC OFFICIAL PROVIDER  
OF STROLLER STRIDES 

FIRST CLASS 
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Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

Shop our easy-to-use directory  for services of every kind. 

Post your serv ices by call ing today !

Prepay your ad today! 458-7737(310)
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Independence in the privacy 
and comfort of your own home. 

Affordable Non-Medical In-Home Care. 
Choose any or all of our affordable services:

� Companionship
� Meal Preparation

� Housekeeping 

� Grocery Shopping
� Transportation

� Laundry & Errands 
Our friendly caregivers are fully screened, bonded, and insured

(310)301-4869 
or (323)244-1993

comprehensivehomecare.biz

Trained in Family Therapy by
Carl Whitaker, M.D. & Walter Kempler, M.D.

DR. LEN BERGANTINO
Clinical Psychology

FAMILY THERAPY IN YOUR HOME
Dipolomate in Family Psychology

American Board of Professional Psychology

PSY 3887 Call (310) 207-9397

Services

MICHAELA CLEANING Service:  Houses, 
apartments,offices. Affordable, Consis-
tent Honest.  Discounts for repeat cus-
tomers.  Pet sitting too!  323-428-7278

Accounting

Taxes, Cost
Accounting, and

Bookkeeping

� For individuals, small 

businesses and corporations

� Formation of S corporations

and taxes for entertainment

professionals

� Good Rates

Call John 
at Accounting Task Force

760-835-3266
Se Habla Espanol

Services

Gen. Contracting

A/C 
CONSTRUCTION

General Construction
Commercial & Residential

Remodel & Add ons
Honest.  Reliable.

FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

Graphic/Web Design

$$ Bestt Websitee 
Deall Ever!! $

• Domain Name
• Hosting
• Unlimited Email
• Website Builder
(build and maintain
your own sites)
no need to pay 
webmaster fees

Try Our Services 
7 Days For Free

www.freedom.ws/breathefreely.

$10
per month

Handyman

HHandyy Man

• Carpentry
• Frame/Finish 

• Foundation/Concrete 
• DryWall, Paint, Elec.
• Lighting Landscape
• Hardscape Furniture
• Architectural Design

• Plans & Permits
-Green & Sustainable

-Free Consultation
-Unlicensed

10% off 1st Job
27 Years exp.

Calll (310)) 430-2806

Services

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
SPECIALISTS IN ALL 

DAMAGE REPAIR

Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

LIC# 888736
“HOME SWEET HOME”

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

Moving

Movers with Style, Inc.
CAL T-190313 CA 338038

Licensed & Insured

On-Time & Dependable
Last Minute Moves

Great Rates 
www.moverswithstyle.com

For a Stress-Free  
Moving Experience

CALL  310-397-1616

Therapy

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILLL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

(310)) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

FIND THEM IN THE MARKET

TRYING TO MARKET YOURSELF?
DO IT WITH THE SMDP SERVICE DIRECTORY.

CALL TO ADVERTISE FOR $144 A MONTh/6 days a week

CALL for details - 310.458.7737 
OR E-MAIL CLASSIFIEDS MANAGER

ANNIEK@SMDP.COM

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

Locals are
more likely
to do yoga.
And show up to work in

peaceful mood.

Find them
in the 

Santa Monica Daily Press
classifieds.

Call today to learn about
our local hiring packages.

310-458-7737
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