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Judge to determine fate of
community college parking

Santa Monica Colleges new
garage could be parked
during lawsuit

BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

A $5.2 million community college parking
garage could sit empty if activists convince a
judge that city officials supplied misleading infor-
mation before the project was approved.

The Pico Neighborhood Association sued the
city and the Santa Monica College over anticipat-
ed traffic impacts of a new 438-space parking
deck at the corner of Pico Boulevard and 17th
Street. Residents on the east side of Santa Monica
believe their neighborhood will be overloaded
with cars when the structure opens next month.

Attorneys for the city and the college say they
performed a thorough traffic study and found that
the parking garage would generate only a small
increase in traffic. According to their study, the
brunt of traffic traveling to the new garage would
come from the Santa Monica Freeway.

The 18-month old lawsuit, heard Monday in
Santa Monica Superior Court before Judge Terry

vice-chair of the Pico Neighborhood Association.
“We’re not saying tear down the parking deck and
move it someplace else. We just want an accurate
study of the traffic here.”

“We’'re not saying tear down
the parking deck and move
it someplace else. We just
want an accurate study
of the traffic here””

— DON GRAY
Pico Neighborhood Association, vice-chairman

Pico activists never asked the court to force
SMC to stop building the structure.

“The reason why their lawsuit is purely theo-
retical is because they didn’t seek an injunction

blocking construction of the parking structure,” S )

said Cara Silver, deputy city attorney.
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The new structure will replace a similar one
ruined in the 1994 Northridge earthquake. Instead
of replacing the old structure, the college decided

Crews are nearly finished with a new parking structure at
Santa Monica College on Pico Boulevard. But neighbors
hope cars won’t be able to park there until a new traffic study
is conducted.

B. Friedman, asks the court to prevent the struc-
ture from being used until a new traffic study can
be completed. Judge Friedman is expected to

make a decision next week.

“When we get an accurate measurement, we
can develop proper ways to mitigate the damage
being done to our neighborhoods,” said Don Gray,

to build in a different location and increase the

number of parking spaces.
As a result, a new environmental impact

See GARAGE, page 3

Promenade to get valet parking

City officials and business
leaders plan new system

BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

It’s a luxury to some, but to others an expanded
downtown valet parking system “will make or
break” the Third Street Promenade.

City officials and business owners are planning
a downtown-wide valet parking system that would
offer curbside service throughout the commercial
core. They hope to eliminate the headaches of find-
ing a place to park for people who visit downtown.

Business leaders and elected officials met
Monday to discuss ways the city can regulate valet
parking so the service is available to most down-
town businesses and their patrons.

City officials want a privately run valet network
that would not use any public parking lots. They

envision private businesses who own parking lots
to partner with local valet companies to provide
more spaces, without encroaching on the city’s
public parking ramps.

“The emphasis should remain on the public
parking we have downtown,” said Santa Monica
Mayor Michael Feinstein. “I think we want to have
this service for those who are willing to pay for it,
but I think we should continue our focus on pro-
viding public parking.”

Business owners are skeptical of the plan
because none of the partnerships with parking lot
owners have been formed.

Kathleen Rawson, executive director of the
Bayside District Corporation — a non-profit organ-
ization that brings together downtown business
owners and city officials — recommends that the
city take a hand’s-off approach to the proposal.

She wants the city to approve more valet curb-
side locations, specifically along every intersection

See PARKING, page 3

Time ticks
away for

council

By Daily Press staff

Prompted by the threat of a
lawsuit brought on by two of its
members looking to shorten pub-
lic meetings, the Santa Monica
City Council was scheduled to
discuss the issue Tuesday night.

But because the council
wanted to hear public testimony
on the controversial Civic
Center redevelopment plan
first, the council put its discus-
sion at the end of the meeting.
By presstime, the council had-
n’t talked about how to shorten
its meetings.

However, council members
did spend the first hour of the

meeting talking about how to
proceed with the evening’s
agenda.

Councilmen Herb Katz and
Bob Holbrook, along with local
attorney Rosario Perry, plan to
sue the city, arguing that the pub-
lic doesn’t have fair access to
council meetings because they
run into the wee hours of the
morning. The suit would ask a
judge to prohibit the council
from conducting the public’s
business beyond 11 p.m., argu-
ing anything beyond that would
be a violation of the state’s open
meeting law.

Perry said his clients asked
him to hold off on the lawsuit to
see if a solution could be reached
Tuesday night.

Tuesday’s meeting was con-
tinuation of the council’s Jan. 29
meeting that lasted until 3 a.m.
and left about 140 people waiting
for hours to speak on the Civic
Center redevelopment plan.
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ARIES (March 21-April 19)
[mm Fatigue could mar a close-to-perfect day. Use
your high drive and innovative thinking to lessen the
physical work and maximize your energy. Your mind
still has its sharpness and acute memory. Read between
the lines with a boss. Tonight: Take in a movie.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

MM  Build a relationship through discussion and
sharing different perspectives. You could feel uptight
about a money matter. Don’t let this matter ruin your
day. Seek out someone who can help you. A partner
has the power to reverse a trend. Tonight: Express
your gratitude.

@ GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
[m Your fatigue or ill humor could have an impact

on you. If you can call it an early day, do so. Someone
assists you in getting down to the basics of a problem.
Think about what you want from a key person. Stay in
sync with others. Encourage mutual discussions.
Tonight: Go along with someone’s plans.

) CANCER (June 21-July 22)

takes you in a novel direction if you just float and give
up being uptight. A boss declares exactly what he or she

You’re tired and dragging. Your imagination

wants, leaving nothing to your imagination.
Restructure your workday if possible. Tonight: Bring

work home.

%’ LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

[ Listen to a child who often has a lot of sug-
gestions. At first you might be having difficulty seeing
a situation clearly. Reach out for someone at a distance.
Your creativity surges in a new direction. Others extend
themselves to you. Work with those willing to help.
Tonight: Playful, aren’t we?

@VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
@M  Build on basics, understanding what you need to

do. Others count on you, especially in your personal
life. At times you might be too work-oriented. Carefully
realize your limits. Adjust your schedule for someone
who is close to your heart. Tonight: Put your feet up.
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JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have:
-Positive [l

-Average [ -So-so [-Difficult

@ LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

[mn Extend yourself. Clearly talk through a prob-
lem. You might be having a hard time reading between
the lines. Detach, and you might find some answers.
Change your style of verbalizing and thinking. Carefully
review a decision. Tonight: At a favorite haunt.

@SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
[
might be touchy. Your fiery side comes out with some-

Don’t overspend. Be careful with a partner who

one. Through your willingness to take action, you suc-
ceed. Money doesn’t need to be the priority. Demonstrate
your versatility. Tonight: Let someone treat.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
[Im Your fun side emerges with someone who
could be a bit dour. Trying to lighten this person up
could take all the skill you can muster up. Talk about
what is on your mind. Be direct in how you proceed,
especially with a new friend or child. This person can

be quite fiery. Tonight: The world is your oyster.

@CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

MM Your high energy takes you in a new direction. Avoid
a problem with a family member. Just remember that you
could be overly tired. Pace yourself and don’t react.
Spending could get a bit out of control. Listen to your
inner voice. Be sure of yourself. Tonight: Do your thing.

) AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Listen to your instincts about a long-term goal.

|

What might have made you smile months ago might not

fit the bill anymore. Be smart. Update your preferences.
Let your imagination help create much more of what
you want. Tonight: Invite your favorite friends over.

) PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
Be sure of yourself. Think about what you want
with your work. You might be more depressed than you
realize. Use your instincts and follow through on what
is important to a boss. Trust that you cannot sluft your

way through a project. Spend to invest. Tonight: Burn
the midnight oil.

Today ... Sunny
Tomorrow ... Mostly Sunny
Friday ... Partly Cloudy

High—68°F Low—44°F
High—68°F Low—46°F
High—71°F Low—A47°F
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“If voting changed anything, they’d make it illegal.”

— Unknown
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LOCAL

Valet parking may
help lunch crowd

PARKING, from page 1

with Third Street, which would be city
regulated. However, businesses off Third
Street should be allowed to set their own
prices, she added.

“Valet service would
also help us attract the
high end consumer
the Promenade has
been losing over the
past few years.”

— WEST HOOKER
Owner, Lago restaurant

“The city could really screw it up or
really make it easy and efficient for peo-
ple to get in and out of downtown,”
Rawson said. “We would like to see valet
service in walkable distances to business-
es, or about one location per block.”

Rawson argued the city should set
weekday valet parking rates, so people
coming into the city know ahead of time
how much parking will cost. However,

she argued each business should be
allowed to create its own signs advertis-
ing the service.

Some local valet parking operators said
they could handle more businesses on
weeknights and weekends, but they said
there wasn’t a lot of room for more valet
parking during weekdays.

“Without some kind of subsidy from
the city,” said Steve Resnik, a valet park-
ing manager. “I don’t see this succeeding.”

City parking staff said the price for a
permit to operate a valet parking service
could cost as much as $1,700 a year. The
fee would be on top of an existing 10 per-
cent city tax on valet parking, but officials
said the new fee would off-set added
enforcement for expanded services.

Officials said they would like to see a
new valet parking system operating by
September.

Restaurant  owners along the
Promenade said expanding weekday valet
parking during the lunch hour could real-
ly help their business.

“There are a lot of businesses and
employees that might come down to the
Promenade for lunch if we made it easier
for them,” said West Hooker, owner of
Promenade restaurant Lago. “Valet serv-
ice would also help us attract the high end
consumer the Promenade has been losing
over the past few years.”

Residents want new traffic
study for SMC garage

GARAGE, from page 1

review had to be completed to study how the changes would affect the surrounding
areas. The study was completed in 1999 and approved by the city council in 2000.

Pico activists say the report indicates 750 new vehicles would come through the
intersection of Pico Boulevard and 17th Street, but they claim another traffic study per-
formed in March 2001 shows nearly seven times that amount.

Attorneys for the city and the college say the March report studied 17th Street as a
whole and not just the intersection at Pico Boulevard. They say the two numbers rep-
resent entirely different studies and can’t be compared to each other.

Silver said after the city council approved the environmental impact review, the law
prevents newer data from affecting the judge’s decision.

“The data collected last March can’t be considered,” she said. “End of story.”

LETTERS

Counsel’s claim not fact

Editor:

Mr. Fixmer’s story about the PNA-city/college litigation states that the traffic

Is he an artist or simply a craftsman? The city says Mikel Proudlock’s “ Forever
Roses” operation is not an art, but a craft.

He’s proud, but may
be down on his ‘luck’

Promenade performer
frustrated his work is
categorized

By Daily Press staff

Third Street Promenade performer
Mikel Proudlock expects to be barred
from operating this weekend.

“This morning the head monitor (of
the Promenade) gave me the heads up
that I’ll be shut down this weekend,”
Proudlock said Monday. “He’ll pass on
information of steps I can take in a cou-
ple days.”

Proudlock creates “Forever Roses” by
twisting, turning and knotting palm tree
fronds in the shape of a rose. He said he’s
been operating under a “performance”
permit for the past three years.

A week ago Proudlock tried to renew
his permit but was denied. He said the
city now deems his art a “craft” and is no
longer permissible.

Proudlock obtained the permit by say-
ing he uses paint on canvas, which the
city deems as art.

Tim Murphy/Special to the Daily Press

“Every once in a while I bring a bottle
of paint and a brush, these (the palm
fronds) are my canvas,” he said.

Proudlock is frustrated that the city
has authority to categorize his work.

“I’ve been asking people all week if
this is art or a craft, and they all say it’s
art,” he said.

Proudlock produced a copy of the per-
formance permit ordinance and pointed
to the paragraph that stipulates what the
city considers a performance. Included
with playing music and dancing is the
clause “creating tangible art objects to
entirety.”

Proudlock said with frustration, “I
take a palm and turn it into a rose, that’s
creating an art object to its entirety. |
wish I had a picture of the crowds watch-
ing me make these (the roses). Then I’d
have proof this is performance.”

City Attorney Marsha Moutrie said
the city has the right to make a distinc-
tion between art and crafts. The distinc-
tion is based on whether the product is
unique in object or is mass produced.

“We try to use standards that can be
articulated,” she said. “The hardest distinc-
tion to make is between arts and crafts.”

study prepared for the city’s EIR concluded that 750 cars would be added by the
replacement structure to the intersection at 17th and Pico whereas a later study
determined that the number would be 4200.

While this statement may have been made by PNA’s counsel, it is far from fac-
tual as a glance at the record will make clear. While there are several inaccuracies
in the paragraph, it is sufficient to note that the March, 2001 study referred to in that
paragraph never looked at the 17th and Pico intersection, made no conclusions
whatsoever about the impact on that intersection, or any other intersection, of the
replacement parking structure, and made no conclusions about future traffic impacts
on 17th.

In converting a statement made by PNA’s counsel into a seemingly factual state-
ment, Mr. Fixmer leaves a very significant misimpression in the mind of the read-
er. If he wanted to make a factual statement about traffic, he should have checked
the record.

Tom Larmore
Santa Monica
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Santa Morica Daily Press now at newsstands around the oty

Readers and customers can now find the Daily Press
in permanent newsstands at these locations:

* 17th Street and Montana Avenue * Broadway and Lincoln Boulevard

* 14th Street and Montana Avenue * Broadway and 10th Street
* Montana Avenue, between 14th-15th « Colorado Avenue and Second Street
Streets * Santa Monica Boulevard and Lincoln
* 7th Street and Montana Avenue Boulevard
* 3rd Street and Wilshire Boulevard

¢ Ocean Avenue and Wilshire

* Lincoln Boulevard and Broadway
Avenue

Boulevard * Lincoln Boulevard and Pico Boulevard

« Wilshire Boulevard, between 22nd-
23rd Streets

* 14th and Santa Monica Boulevard

* Lincoln Boulevard and Strand

» Two newsstands at the intersection of
Lincoln Boulevard and Raymond

* Wilshire Boulevard and Lincoln * Main Street and Kinney

Boulevard * Main Street and Strand

* Main Street and Ocean Park

* Main Street and Ashland

* Montana Avenue and Lincoln Boulevard

* Colorado Boulevard and 3rd Street
» Santa Monica Courthouse

* Arizona Avenue and Second Street

» Montana Avenue and Euclid Street
* Montana Avenue and 16th Street

* Arizona Avenue and Fifth Street
» Three newsstands at the intersection of

Arizona Avenue and Fourth Street

Watch for future newsstands at a location near you!

LOCAL

CrimeWatch

A week of crime: Armed robberies and assaults

By Daily Press staff

* An armed robber took off with an
undisclosed amount of cash from a Santa
Monica gas station Jan. 24 after he bran-
dished a knife to the cashier, according
to police.

At about 7 p.m. the suspect entered
the Shell gas station on Cloverfield and
Michigan Avenue and asked how much a
piece of candy costs. The cashier rang up
the item and the register opened. The
suspect then demanded all of the money
in the register and fled the scene in a
1980s black Chevy Blazer with
California plates.

The suspect is described as a male
Hispanic in his 20s, 5* 9” tall, weighing
200 pounds.

* Police are looking for a Hispanic
male wanted for assault with a deadly
weapon after he allegedly beat a man with
a baseball bat at Marine Park on Jan. 29.

According to eyewitnesses, at about
12:30 p.m. police were called to the park
after one of the victims called for help.
Officers spoke to two victims, an uncle
and nephew, who were allegedly
attacked by a man they knew.

The uncle, not identified, said he saw
his nephew get into a verbal fight with
the suspect while he was on the baseball
field bleachers. When the uncle ran
toward the suspect, he slipped and fell.
While on the ground, the suspect hit him
in the thigh with the bat. As he tried to
stand up, the suspect hit him in the shin.

The suspect fled in a white Nissan
Sentra and is described as a male Hispanic
in his 20s, 5° 9” tall and 170 pounds.

* A verbal argument between two men
turned physical at the Circle Bar on Main

Street Jan. 25, sending the victim to the
hospital with facial injuries.

The victim said he was in the back
patio of the bar when the suspect
approached him. For an unknown rea-
son, the suspect struck the victim who
fell to the ground. The suspect reported-
ly kicked the victim in the face before
leaving the bar.

The suspect is described as a white
male, 25 years old, 5° 117 tall and 175
pounds. He has brown hair, brown eyes
and was wearing a dark shirt and pants.
That night, he was wearing a beanie with
red flames and a jean jacket.

The victim was treated for facial injuries
and transferred to a nearby hospital.

* A transient was arrested Jan. 27 after
he lunged at a man with a knife on the
400 block of Wilshire Boulevard.

At about 6:30 a.m., police were called
to the scene where the victim said he was
at a bus stop when the suspect, identified
as Lloyd Laville McGinnis, approached
him and made comments to him.

McGinnis allegedly lunged at the vic-
tim, which caused him to slip off the
curb and fall. He was able to get away
and police later found McGinnis. After a
line-up, the victim identified McGinnis
as the suspect. His bail is set at $50,000.

* A man called police Jan. 27 after he
was bumped and pushed by another man
on the Third Street Promenade.

He said the suspect walked toward
him, held out a hand-made flower and
said, “I have something for you.” He told
him to leave him alone and the suspect
responded by pushing him. The suspect
is described as a white male in his 20s, 5’
9” tall, 170 pounds with short dark hair.

Winona Ryder pleads
innocent to four felonies

By The Associated Press

BEVERLY HILLS — Actress Winona
Ryder pleaded innocent Tuesday to four
felony counts of theft, burglary, vandal-
ism and possession of a controlled sub-
stance, the Los Angeles County district
attorney’s office said.

Ryder was arrested Dec. 12 for
allegedly stealing about $4,800 in cloth-
ing from Saks Fifth Avenue in Beverly
Hills. Police said she also possessed the
painkiller Oxycodone, a morphine deriva-
tive, without a prescription.

The 30-year-old actress faces up to
three years and eight months in prison if
convicted, but could also be sentenced to

as little as probation.

Ryder remains free on $20,000 bond,
and a preliminary hearing was scheduled
for March 11.

Beverly Hills police said store security
officers saw Ryder remove security tags
from several items, place them in her bag
and leave the store.

Her attorney, Mark Geragos, said
Ryder was only carrying items between
store departments and had a valid pre-
scription for the drugs.

Ryder earned Oscar nominations for
playing the heroines in the period films
“Little Women” and “The Age of
Innocence.”

SUPPORTING SANTA MONICA,
SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY

WE SPEAK ENGLISH!

“ Best service in Santa Monica.”

310-828-3333

— Village Park Newsletter

to L.A.X
with this ad




Santa Monica Daily Press = Wednesday, February 6, 2002 = Page 5

NATIONAL

L.

Congress subpoenas Kenneth Lay for a second time

BY DAVID ESPO

AP Special Correspondent

WASHINGTON — Congress dug forcefully into the
Enron debacle on Tuesday with a second subpoena for
Kenneth Lay, the former chairman of the energy trading
firm, and a sympathetic hearing for a laid-off employee
whose retirement savings all but disappeared when the
company failed.

“This should not and cannot ever happen again in
America,” said Deborah Perrotta, who tearfully told law-
makers she lost $40,000 from her retirement account
when Enron’s stock price plummeted last fall.

On a day in which hearings spilled across Capitol Hill, |5

lawmakers pummelled the head of Arthur Andersen,
Enron’s former accounting firm, for its handling of the
energy firm’s books. “At the end of the day we do not
cause companies to fail,” said Joseph Berardino, chief
executive officer of Andersen Worldwide.

The vote was unanimous in the Senate Commerce
Committee to compel Lay’s appearance on Feb. 12. “We
have no choice,” said Sen. Byron Dorgan, D-N.D., one
day after Lay scrubbed a voluntary appearance.

Lawmakers predicted Lay would invoke his Fifth
Amendment right against self-incrimination when he
appears.

Lay’s attorney, Earl Silbert, said he had already
accepted a subpoena from a second congressional panel
seeking testimony, this one in the House. The lawyer said
any suggestion that Lay was “making himself scarce” is
“absolute nonsense. He’s in Houston with his family.”

Congress aside, the Justice Department and Securities
and Exchange Commission are investigating the Enron
bankruptcy, and politicians in both parties have scram-
bled to return campaign donations connected to the firm
and its executives.

President Bush has called for legislation granting
greater protection for the retirement accounts of average
Americans.

“This is a business problem that our Justice
Department is going to investigate and if there’s wrong-
doing we’ll hold them accountable for mistreatment of
employees and sharcholders,” he told reporters during
the day, turning aside a suggestion from one Democrat
for the appointment of an independent counsel.

Millions of investors lost money, and thousands of

Stephen J. Boitano/Associated Press
Arthur Andersen accounting firm CEO Joseph
Berardino, is sworn in before testifying before the
House Financial Services Committee hearing on
Tuesday, in Washington. He defended his company’s
audit of the bankrupt Enron Corp.

current and former Enron employees lost the great bulk
of their retirement savings, when the company collapsed.
An Enron-sponsored investigation released over the
weekend blamed senior management for failing to pro-
vide proper supervision over a complex web of partner-
ships that helped the company hide debt and post unreal-

istic profit figures. ) )
Once disclosed, these transactions contributed to the

company’s unraveling

At four hearings during the day, lawmakers expressed
concern for the victims of the bankruptcy and anger at
the actions taken at Enron and Arthur Andersen, the
firm’s accountants.

“You have squandered the integrity of your company,”
Rep. Gary Ackerman bluntly told Berardino, chief exec-
utive of Arthur Andersen.

Rep. Michael Oxley, R-Ohio, noted that the Enron
internal investigation found active participation by
Andersen in setting up the partnerships, and that the
accounting firm had received $5.7 million for advice on
the subject.

“You weren’t just checking the boxes,” he told
Berardino.

Democrats worry Bush will expand war
on terrorism without Congress consent

BY PAULINE JELINEK

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Democrats on
Tuesday questioned whether President
Bush’s defense budget would give him
too much room to expand the war on
terrorism without consulting Congress.

At one point, Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Richard
Myers acknowledged it is “absolute-
ly possible” American troops will
come in harm’s way in the
Philippines, where the anti-terror
effort is already widening.

In a hearing on Bush’s 2003 budget
plan, Senate Armed Services
Committee Chairman Carl Levin
asked about the Pentagon’s plans for a
proposed $10 billion reserve fund for
unspecified future war needs.

“Could those funds be used for any
activity that the president or you
decided to use them for ... without fur-
ther authorization or action from
Congress?” Levin, D-Mich., asked
Secretary of Defense Donald H.
Rumsfeld. He noted Congress gener-
ally doesn’t appropriate money in
advance for unidentified military
operations.

Levin specifically asked about Iraq,
Iran and North Korea. Bush called
those countries members of an “axis of

evil,” singling them out for what ana-
lysts said was a surprising and harsh
warning in his State of the Union
address last week.

Rumsfeld noted that the United
States is spending $1.8 billion a month
for the war on terrorism abroad and
heightened security at home since the
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

“My understanding is that the
funds would be used for the war on
terrorism that the president has
announced,” Rumsfeld said. “He’s
indicated that al-Qaida is in some 60
countries — the task has to be to root
out those terrorists.”

The $10 billion reserve is a relative-
ly small amount that couldn’t include
“anything the size you’re talking
about,” he told Levin.

Holding up a copy of the
Constitution, Sen. Robert C. Byrd, D-
W.Va., asked how far the war on terror
might be taken after Afghanistan.

“Yes, Mr. Bush is the commander
in chief, but take a look at this
Constitution, ... a look also at the con-
gressional powers,” said Byrd, the
chairman of the Senate Appropriations
Committee.

“We’re in a conflict now and we
intend to win, but ... how many more
years will we be appropriating at the
rate of a billion dollars a day?” he

asked of the $379 billion defense
budget proposal.

Rumsfeld also heard some criticism
from Sen. Jim Bunning, R-Ky., who
complained that the Pentagon has been
unable to say whether al-Qaida leaders
such as Osama bin Laden are “alive or
dead or where they’re at.”

“I"d like to have a little more assur-
ance that you’re going to finish the job
that you started after Sept. 11.”
Bunning said. “If we’re going to spend
a billion-plus dollars a day, we have to
be able to do that.”

Levin also asked Rumsfeld and
Myers what the U.S. mission is in the
Philippines.

“This is not an operation like you
saw in Afghanistan — this is assistance
and this is training,” Myers answered.
Troops will give advice on improving
communications intelligence analysis,
for example, to the Philippines’ mili-
tary.

Americans are training local armed
forces in their fight against the Muslim
extremist group Abu Sayyaf, which
has been linked to the al-Qaida terror
network and has been holding an
American couple and a Filipino nurse
hostage on southern Basilan island for
more than eight months.

Some 660 U.S. soldiers, including
160 special forces troops, are involved.

The Andersen executive said he was still gathering the
facts about his firm’s relationship with Enron. “I did not
do the audit of the company,” he said at one point. At
another, he added, “Information was withheld from us.”

The company fired auditor David Duncan in January,
accusing him of organizing the destruction of Enron doc-
uments.

At least two members of the panel asked Berardino
whether his firm would donate any of its fees to the for-
mer employees who suffered catastrophic loss of retire-
ment funds. He offered no commitment.

“We’re deluding these ... people that they’re ever
going to get anything back,” a third lawmaker, Rep. Paul
Kanjorski, D-Pa., observed at one point.

Perrotta, testifying before a Senate committee, said, “I
am not alone in my pain. I’m just one of the thousands of
former employees and retirees desperately looking for
relief and eventual reform.”

Sen. Joseph Lieberman, D-Conn., who presided, said
he would subpoena information about last-minute bonus-
es paid to executives before the bankruptcy.

The committee also heard testimony about a period of
roughly three weeks last fall when individuals were
barred from selling any stock in their retirement
accounts, a lockout attributed to a change in plan by
administrators.

Because the price of Enron stock was dropping at the
time, officials debated whether to postpone the lockout,
but eventually decided not to. The company found “it
was not feasible to notify more than 20,000 participants
in a timely fashion,” said Cindy Olson, Enron’s executive
vice president for human resources.

Enron’s stock peaked at $82 a share, on Jan. 26, 2001.
It was selling for $15.40 at the close of trading on Oct.
26, the day the lockout began, and had fallen to $9.98 on
Nov. 13, the day it ended.

Olson also testified that Sherron Watkins, the compa-
ny’s vice president of corporate development, told her
last summer she had concerns about the company’s
financial practices. Watkins wrote an anonymous letter to
Lay detailing those concerns and later met with him.

Olson said she did nothing to pass on Watkins’ concerns.
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SANTA MONICA MALL ¢« SECOND FLOOR ¢ KIOSK, near WetSeal

& HANDYMAN SERVICES

SPECIALIZING IN QUALITY REMODELS

e Carpentry

e Drywall & Plaster

* Painting

e Plumbing

* Electrical

e Plumbing

» Cabinetry & More

FREE ESTIMATES!

Contact: Kevin
(310) 472-1475

License#756819
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VEwWS OF THE WEIRD | GET NOTICED!
|

Mexico City uses mime performances to o

100% ORGANIC NEWS ...
help curb traffic problems PICKED FRESH DAILY.

In November, Mexico City began its latest tactic to help drivers cope with the capital's m / D i[
monumental traffic problem, by hiring five mimes to team with four special traffic officers in §a monm a ? Joress
street theater sketches to encourage drivers at the city's most dangerous intersections to buck-
le up, curb their cell-phone usage and obey all traffic laws. (A 1999 tactic had the city reas-
sign its 900 traffic cops in favor of handing all citation-writing over to 64 female officers, 310.458.7737
who, it was felt, would be less likely to accept motorists' bribe attempts, but the traffic prob- Fax: 310.576.9913

lem has soared since then.)
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CLASSIFIEDS

Vard Sales Employment

HUGE ANNUAL Church Rum-
mage sale. Saturday, Feb. 9th
8:30 am. 1015 California Ave.
SM We have everything and
more!

Rental Wanted

HONEST ENGINEER, 40,
perfect refs & credit, no
pets/smoke. Need SM guest

house to $1200. Can pro-
vide advanced technical
services. www.theo.info

(831) 335-8300.

Employment

ADMIN ASSISTANT to Presi-
dent. Small investment compa-
ny. Requires MS/word,Excel,
AOL, 50-60 wpm., 3-5 years ex-
perience, phones, investor rela-
tions, travel arrangements. Fax
resume (310)827-5541

DENTAL HYGIENIST M, T,W in
Westwood Village. (310)208-
4036 or fax (310) 208-1344

EARLY MORNING delivery
driver. Must have vehicle and
clean driving record. Position
available immediately.
(310)458-7737

ESTHETICIAN/MASSAGE
ROOM available in busy hair
and skin salon. Credit card
processing, parking, great envi-
ronment w/ fun people. Call
Peter or just drop by 13114
Washington Blvd., MDR
(310)383-0357

FACILITY MANAGER Small
west side school seeks organ-
ized, motivated manager to su-
pervise crew. Exp. preferred.
32+hours/wk. AM’s  Mon-Fri,
some flexibility, call (310)451-
5657

FINISH CARPENTERS Experi-
ence in fine custom residential
required, 3yrs minimum. Must
have references & tools.
Call(310)822-0685, fax ref. to
(310) 822-0785

FLORAL DESIGNER needed
for flower shop in Century City.
Please call (310)785-0669

HAIR STYLIST, ESTHETICIAN
& RECEPTIONIST wanted for
Campus Cuts salon at UCLA. 2
positions open. Stylist Minimun
2 years experience. (310)206-
4770

JIFFY LUBE
Customer Service
Join the best and be part of the
J-Team. F/T, P/T & Flex.
hours. Santa Monica location.
Retail cashier/calculator exper
w/ computer knowledge helpful.
Valid Calif. DL/English required.
Competitive wages
w/health/dental/401k & vacation
benefits. Must pass
physical/drug exam. EOE
(562)806-4948

MANICURIST FOR Busy Santa
Monica Salon. Full-time, com-
mission or rented. Open 9am-
8pm. (310)450-8669

MANICURIST FOR busy up-
scale Brentwood Salon. Lots of
walk-ins. Can build very quickly
full time rent or commission call
(310)471-5555

NIGHT MANAGER needed for
Santa Monica Restaurant. Ex-
perience a must. Please fax re-
sume to (310)393-6840

RETIRE IN two years with a six
figure residual income. Part
Time and Full Time. (888)412-
6921

PARALEGAL W/3 years or
more experience; self-starter,
assertive and organized; able to
handle heavy client contact;
suitable writing skills required;
Pl experience necessary; medi-
cal record review exp,; bilingual
Spanish a plus. Please email
resume to kgallo@biren.com

REWARDING  SALES CA-
REER. Int'l firm with 16 years
success track record seeks ex-
perienced business person M/F
to sponsor & coach clients on
maximizing & protecting wealth.
Comprehensive training & sup-
port. Call Mr. Kenedy
(800)600-5149

Beachwood computer
DESK with hutch. Cabinet
for CPU and printer.
Shelves and file drawer as
well. 6 months old. $150.
Picture  upon request.
megan@megdog.com

Cell: (310) 804-3305

SONY VAIO R505JSlaptop.
850 MHz, 30G, CDRW/DVD,
256 MB RAM, 10/100, Windows
XP, 12.1” Active Matrix screen.
Super thin, super light and su-
per fast! $2000 (orig. $2496).
Chris (310)821-5611

Boats

20’ CAL: Good condition. Com-
pletely stock. Xtra Geona sail.
Motor. Incl. cust. trailer. $1900
(310)391-4051

24’ |ISLANDER ‘66: 6hp Evin-
rude, 6-gal metal tank, radio,
galley, sleeps 4 $1990 obo
(310)645-3104

BRAND NEW state of the art
building in the heart of Santa
Monica with live/work apts. Two
full baths, WI/D, stove, dish-
washer, microwave, granite
countertops, tile floors & under-
ground parking. 1-2 bedroom
layouts wired for computer and
high-speed Internet access,
multiple phone lines. Reception
services and personal tele-
phone answering. Use of huge
balconies, conference rooms,
hi-speed printers/copiers, AV
equipment & everything for of-
fice needs is included. Secreta-
rial services if required. Located
in Santa Monica at 16th &
Broadway within a mile of SM
Pier, 3rd St. Promenade and
Watergarden office complex.
Please direct all inquiries to
310-526-0315 or emalil
info@1610broadway.com.

MDR LUXURY Silver Strand
Ocean view, Lrg 2bdr, 2ba.
Frplc D/W, pool, A/C, tennis,
sauna, spa, sec, nr bch. $2300.
(310)306-0363

VENICE: Lrg 1+1 w/grt lite.
Huge closet, stove, W/D on site.
Off the canals. $1325
(310)305-8109

VENICE: 3+2, Lrg, sunny up-
per unit, 4 plex. French doors,
balcony, parking. $2100
(310)581-5379

BUSINESS WRITER/MEDIA re-
lations specialist: offers 16
years experience in public rela-
tions and investor relations
available for short and long-ter
m assignments. Call Jane to-
day to implement strategy for
improved media coverage and
increased customer/investor in-
terest (310)452-4310

VENICE: ON BOARDWALK
Sec. building. Clean 1bd/loft
bdrm+1.2 level balcony.
w/vu.frig, stv., D/W, Indry, gtd,
prkg. $1850. (310)823-6349

WHY RENT? You can own a
home with no money down, no
closing costs. Specializing in
first time home buyers. United
International Mortgage Compa-
ny. Contact Bill Carey. (310)
780-3522.

Lost & Found

FOUND - set of keys with silver
metal flower keychain. Found
at 601 California. Please call
(310)458-7737.

Great Labels

WANTED: Anything Hermes, Chanel, Louis Vuitton,
Guceci, Pucci clothing and accessories.

WE PAY CASH or CONSIGN!

Call Andrea at: 310-451-2277
1126 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica CA 90401

OFFICE SUBLET; 1, 2, or 3 of-
fices available. Great location
in Santa Monica starting @
$450.00/month. available imm-
ed. Steve (310)392-6100

PDR MANITOBA West 2bdr +
loft Condo. New crpt/paint.
Pool, spa, hot tub tennis, pad-
dle tennis, gym. Available now.
$1700mo Agt Sheila: (310)338-
1311

27'BAYLINER BUCCANEER
Great live-aboard, very spa-
cious, aft cabin MUST SELL!
$5950 obo. (310)417-4141

CASH FOR
all kinds of jewelry.
(310)393-1111

HOUSE SITTING position want-
ed. Santa Monica. Westside.
Will water lawn and plants.
Feed and walk pets. Collect
mail and newspapers. Maintain
household. Compensation flex-
ible. Contact Elliot (310)661-
9155

PDR: LUXURY Condo 2bd/2ba,
frplc, 2 balc, pools, jacuzzi, sau-
na, W/D in unit, racquet ball
courts, security parking, exer-
cise room, all appliances, 1
year lease $1750 (310)871-
7812

S.M.: 2+1, 3 blocks to beach.
Huge balcony, parkay floors,
Indry, prkg. Ocean view. $2100.
(310)399-1273

SM $1800 2+2. Approxi-
mately 1100s.f. 2 car enclosed
gar. No. of Wilshire Bl. Walk to
Montana Shops. 2020 Wash-
ington Ave. Call: (310)395-1880
SM $1400 Lg 2 bdrm 1 ba,
hrdwd fl, lots of closets, stove,
prkg, Idry rm Quiet area
(310)396-1644

SMOKERS SOUGHT to test
nicotine 3 treatments at Vet-
erans Affairs Health Service
in West Los Angeles. NOT a
quit smoking study.  You
come once to see physician
and once for one 7-hour test
day. Reimbursement is
$120 for testing. Please call
310-268-3629.

WANTED 29 people serious
about losing weight.
Dr. Recommended.
100% natural!
No drugs.
Call now (310)285-3115

STUDIO SPACE FOR LEASE
avail 1500sf Santa Monica. AM,
Eves, Sun, for classes, work-
shops, meetings. E. Pico, Am-
ple Parking. Karen 310-396-
5990

VENICE BEACH Lrg 1+1 apt.
Enclosed patio, 1/2 block to
beach. N/p wistv & refrig $1250
(310)641-1149

VENICE HOUSE for rent
$1975. 3+1 Approx. 1000s.f.
Hrdwd & carpets. Remodeled
kitchen, pvt. garden. Very
clean. New appliances, inside
WID. 2477 Walnut Ave.

Call: (310)395-1880

WESTSIDE SUB-LEASE
Sought - Seeking office to lease
in the Brentwood/SM/West LA
area. Prefer Brentwood. 1500
to 2000 square feet. Can move
in immediately. Call (310) 476-
6397, ext. 103.

27 CATALINA, Immac liva-
boad/Cruiser. Many xtras.
MdR slip. $6900 obo (310)892-
4616

VENICE: $1350 1Bdr + 1Ba
Hdwd floors. W/D in unit. 1128
6th Ave. No pets. (310)399-
7235

VENICE: 2bdrm+2bath, park-
ing,1 block from beach, mini
bar, $1700 + sec. dep.
(310)305-9659

VENICE: DUPLEX 2+1 WI/D,
appliances, hardwood floors
$1700 2 blocks to Abbot Kin-
ney. N/P 627 San Juan Ave.
(310)399-7235

Commercial Lease

BRAND NEW, state of the art
executive suites in the heart of
Santa Monica. All offices have
operable windows, 18-ft. high
ceilings, view of ocean & mtns.
Wired for computer and hi-
speed Internet access, multiple
phone lines. Reception services
& personal phone answering.
Use of huge balconies, confer-
ence rooms, hi-speed
printer/copiers, AV equipment &
everything for office needs in-
cluded. Secretarial services if
required. Located in SM at 16th
& Broadway, within a mile of
SM Pier, 3rd St. Promenade &
Watergarden office complex.
Please direct all inquiries to
310-526-0315 or emalil
info@1610broadway.com.

Vehicles for sale

1970 VW Bug in good condi-
tion, new floors, upholstery.
$1800 or best offer.  Call
(323)259-8500

1993 Nissan ALTIMA, black
with leather interior. Low

miles. Good condition.
New paint. Email: meg-
an@megdog.com Cell:

(310) 804-3305

93 FORD ESCORT, black,
hatchback, automatic, a/c, pow-
er, excellent condition! $3000
obo (310) 207-5060 ext. 201

96 VOLVO 850 turbo, teal blue
with tan interior 61,000 miles
(310)280-0840

HOT ACURA Practically Brand
New! 2001 Acura CL 3.2 Type
S Coupe. Red, 2-door, front
wheel drive. Leather interior, all
the amenities. 26,500 miles.
Perfect condition.  $26,500.
Call(310)472-4499

Services

ACCOUNTING CYCLE
SM - MDR Taxes, audit, G/L
(310)724-2101

AT YOUR SERVICE!
Professional Personal Assis-
tant. Strong office skills. Great
references, reliable transporta-
tion. (310)452-4310

CHILD & ELDERLY CARE: Ex-
perienced Mature, female, veg-
etarian available immeadiately
for caregiving. Xint references.
Call Omanasa (310)314-8248

CHILD CARE: Mature, intelli-
gent, kind & compassionate.
Former nursery school experi-
ence. References available.
Audry Norris (310)854-2053

COMPUTER DOCTOR - Re-
pairs, Tutoring, Web Design,
Patient, Reliable. Russell
(310)709-7595

DESIGN DRAWINGS Interior-
Exterior. Drawings can help
you avoid costly mistakes &
better visualize your remodel
projects. 30 years experience.
References. (310)836-4797

ELDERLY CARE PROVIDER
Living in Santa Monica, immedi-
ately available for full or part
time work. References availa-
ble upon request. Please call
Lita (310)394-3197

ELECTRICAL WORK all
types. Reasonable rates.
$35.00 Service Call. 25
years experience.

(310) 453-4400

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTANT
available to come to your
home/business and help clean-
up, free-up and organize your fi-
nances. Professional services
included; Quicken / Quickbooks
set-up and management, estab-
lishing on-line banking services,
accounting, payroll, employee
benefits and other professional
matters. Flexible weekly /
monthly programs and excellent
references. Please call Roland.
(310)230-2341

FRIENDLY & SKILLED Com-
puter Support Services. Setup,
upgrade, internet connections &
networks. Home or Office,
Westide (310)663-3644. Rea-
sonable Rates.

GARDEN CONSULTANT Mov-
ing? Add thousands of $$$'s to
property value by enhancing
curb appeal. Let me help. Res-
onable rates & references.
Free Estimate. Mary Kay Gor-
don (310)264-0272

GRAPHIC DESIGN

Give your business a profes-
sional look. Brochures,
newsletters, directories, pro-
grams, logos, letterhead, etc.
Ask about stationary pack-
ages. Call Grace K. @ (310)
452-0020

GUITAR LESSONS - For All
Ages. Fun, -fast-paced and
based around students indi-
vidual musical interest. Pop-
ular, rock, classical, finger-
styles, Improvisation. Learn
sight/tab reading, techni-
ques, theory, barre chords,
composition, ear training and
much more on electric or

acoustic. Student may also
develop beginning piano
skills, voice development

with an experienced private
guitar teacher who enjoys
teaching. One hour sessions
are only $35.00. Discounts
are available.

Voice Mail: (310) 588-5810
SantaMonicaMan@aol.com.

PET STOPS WEST Boston’s
Finest Daily and Vacation pet
sitting service for over a decade
comes to Santa Monica. Li-
censed, bonded, insured.
(310)264-7193

SPANISH TEACHER/TUTOR,
Santa Monica native speaker w/
M.A. from U. of Ml Berlitz
trained. Convers/Grammer, all
levels/ages. Fun. Lissette
(310)260-1255

TENNIS LESSONS Learn the
game of tennis (effortlessly).
Have fun! Get in shape.
Group/private. Call Now! Intro
lesson free. Certified Instructor
(310)388-3722

TUTORING
K-12 academics, K-adult com-
puter, Learning Disabilities Spe-
cialist. Reasonable rates. Wise
Owl Education (310)209-9032

WANT THE freedom of a wire-
less network at your home/of-
fice? It's surprisingly afforda-
ble. Chris (310)617-3563

Business Opps

$1500/MO. PT - $4500-
$7200/mo. FT Intl Company
needs Supervisors & Assis-
tants. Full training. Free infor-
mation. (866)412-8036  or
www.kes-homebusiness.com

ATTENTION: WORK from
home. $500 - $2500/mo PT.
$3k - $7k/mo FT. Free booklet.
(800) 935-5041.
Dreamtimeisnow.com

EARN A VERY HIGH CASH
FLOW. Lend @10% to a fast
growing firm & get your money
back in 16-19 months, + earn a
royalty of 7 TIMES loan
amount, 60% annual return. Il
show you this is real over lunch.
$25K min. Elliot (310)745-3512

IF YOUR not afraid to speak in
front of small groups & like the
idea of unlimited income. Call
(877)772-7729 independent as-
soc.

The State-Of-The-Art
Videoconferencing Solution
Fixed 30 frames per second
Currently being used by; The
US Navy, Smithsonian Institu-
tion, the Mayors office in San
Diego and New York, The Uni-
fied School District of San Die-
go, Police and Fire Depart-
ments, Warner Brothers, CNN
and Turner Networks. Call to-
day: West Coast Video Phone

(310)392-0799

KNITTING LESSONS Yarn,
Supplies, Patterns, Finishing &
Design, STICH & ROW, Knitting
Arts Center, 15200 Sunset
Blvd., Suite 111, Pacific Pali-
sades (310)230-9902

SALES ENTREPRENEURS
wanted. Gourmet Coffee/Es-
presso Industry. Invest only
your time and skill, unlimited in-
come. (310)675-0717

Health/Beauty

VIACREME FOR women
works! Developed and recom-
mended by gynecologists. Or-
der vc.com. (310)312-0662

MONICA LYNN DEVITO
05/01/56 Please call home im-
meadiatly.  Others with info
email: moniphome@aol.com
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Cat tracks his way home

By The Associated Press

HIBBING, Minn. — An orange tabby cat managed
to find his way back home, after a 350-mile journey
across two states.

With raw paws and protruding ribs, Skittles showed
up at Charmin Sampson’s northern Minnesota home 140
days after her family last saw the 2-year-old feline in
southern Wisconsin.

Sampson says her family saw Skittles last on Labor
Day weekend when the Sampsons were packing up to
return home to Hibbing, Minn.

More than three months later, Skittles showed up at
the Sampson’s front door.

“I knew it was Skittles,” said Jason Sampson. “The
cat is orange, with white paws and he’s got a look to him
— a unique look.”

Now, Skittles has settled into his old routine —
snoozing in the living room armchair.

Running from crime without legs

By The Associated Press

LONDON — A homeowner who discovered three
men trying to rob his house had no difficulty in describ-
ing one suspect — he had no legs.

On Monday, would-be burglar Robert William Bate
was spared a jail sentence after his lawyer told a judge
he was giving up his life of crime.

Bate, 22, was carried away by an accomplice as the
gang fled the scene last June. He was arrested soon
afterward.

Bate, who has previous convictions for burglary and
shoplifting, pleaded guilty to attempted burglary.

He said he had drunk 16 pints of beer before friends
persuaded him to act as a lookout while they robbed a

house in Easington Colliery, northeast England, on June 1.

Going up the river in style

By The Associated Press

BUFFALO, N.Y. — Three people rode a limousine
to jail after police said they used a stolen credit card to
hire the car.

A limousine company notified a Cheektowaga man
Monday that service in his name had been ordered for
an address in Buffalo, police said. The man had earlier
reported to police that his credit card was stolen.

So with a police officer at the wheel instead of the
usual driver, the limousine made three stops — picking
up the alleged suspects.

A 15-year-old boy claimed to be the owner of the
credit card, which was found in his pocket, police said.
He was charged as a juvenile.

Two adults, Charles Rogers, 44, of Checktowaga,
and Westover Robinson, 40, of Buffalo, were charged
with theft of services, criminal impersonation, conspira-
cy and endangering the welfare of a child.

Dog’s hest friend: Mailman

By The Associated Press

HIGH POINT, N.C. — A North Carolina mailman
really is a dog’s best friend.

Dale Baity has handed out treats to about 50 dogs on
his route for the past three years until recently. The U.S.
Postal Service told him to stop after a treat-seeking
canine scared a substitute carrier.

The dog was pepper sprayed by the frightened
postal worker.

The dogs’ owners supported Baity and praised his
work as well as his good heart. Now, Baity is back in
business delivering his doses of goodwill.

Postal officials refused to talk about the issue and
referred questions to Bill Brown, a spokesman for U.S.
Postal Service in Charlotte.

Carriers are forbidden to pet dogs, and feeding them
is discouraged because of the possibility of being
attacked, Brown said.

The occasional dog biscuit is left up to the carrier,
Brown said.

“We don’t encourage it, but some situations may be
different than others,” he said.

Japanese man, 112, hecomes
world’s oldest

By The Associated Press

TOKYO — Yukichi Chuganji, a 112-year-old retired
silkworm breeder from Japan, has inherited the Guinness
Book of Records title for the world’s oldest man.

Guinness informed the Ogori city government on
Japan’s southernmost main island of Kyushu on Jan. 25
of Chuganji’s achievement, his 72-year-old daughter,
Kyoko, said.

The Guinness Web site confirmed the title.

Born March 23, 1889, in the farming town of Ogori,
Chuganji had been a silkworm breeder and adviser since
graduating from technical school as a teen-ager in the
early 1900s.

Chuganji was honored by Guinness after Italian
Antonio Todde, died in Sardinia at the beginning of
January, just shy of his 113th birthday. Todde was born
on Jan. 22, 1889.

“I was surprised and pleased by the honor. I could live
a few more years,” Kyoko quoted her father as saying.

Asked about his secret to longevity, Kyoko said: “My
daddy eats and drinks alcohol moderately. And he is an
optimist.”
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