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File photo
SACRED RIGHT: Voters cast their ballots at City Hall during last year’s election. A review of filings found that local races were well funded.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

SANTA MONICA Evelyn Freeman, who pio-
neered peer counseling for the elderly to
help them cope with the challenges of aging,
has died. She was 96.

A friend, Antoinette O'Connor, tells the
Los Angeles Times that Freeman died Jan. 14
at her Los Angeles home.

Freeman believed people are capable of
change no matter their age. At 55 she started
college, eventually earning a psychology
doctorate.

A licensed therapist, she adapted peer
counseling techniques to help seniors facing
issues such as chronic pain and losing loved
ones. Her training manual has been used
around the world.

Freeman retired at 89 after directing the
senior counseling program at the Center for
Healthy Aging in Santa Monica, now called
WISE & Healthy Aging.

LISA LEFF
Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO California’s medical mar-
ijuana stores, which experienced a boom in
2009 when the U.S. Department of Justice

said prosecutions were a low priority and
then a bust in the form of a federal crack-
down, are facing another existential water-
shed closer to home.

The California Supreme Court is sched-
uled to hear arguments Tuesday on whether

local governments can ban retail pot dis-
pensaries within their borders. About 200
cities and counties already have, according
to the pro-dispensary group Americans for

SEE POT PAGE 8

BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL Candidate and independent
expenditure campaigns threw down rough-
ly $1.2 million on local races for the Nov. 6

election, according to filings that began
trickling in last week.

The total bill came out to $1,217,986.21,
to be exact, although that figure does not
include some candidates who failed to
reach a threshold that required them to file

a statement and factors in payments made
by the campaigns to other races and issues
like Board of Education and the Rent
Control Board.

SEE CAMPAIGNS PAGE 7

BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD
Daily Press Staff Writer

EL MONTE, Calif. The family of a former
Lincoln Middle School student who was
struck by a car and killed last year is calling
for a harsher punishment for the suspected
driver, who may get a 19-year sentence
under the terms of a plea agreement.

Tina Marie Silva, 29 of Hacienda Heights,
Calif. is facing time for the death of
Maximillion Petrakos, a 13-year-old Santa
Monica resident who was outside of the
family Toyota Corolla with his mother Mary
Hively when a car slammed into them,
killing Petrakos and severely injuring Hively
and his younger brother, Alex Petrakos.

The family had pulled over to the side of

SEE PLEA PAGE 9
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Baby time
Fairview Library

2101 Ocean Park Blvd., 
11 a.m. — 11:20 a.m.

Come to the library for a story
series for babies ages 0 to 17

months accompanied by an
adult. Call (310) 458-8681 for

more information.

Giant teapots
Santa Monica Museum of Art

2525 Michigan Ave., 
call for times

Peter Shire: Tea for Two
Hundred is an exhibition of

giant teapots by Los Angeles
artist Peter Shire. The exhibit
showcases the artist’s long

exploration with the teapot as
form. Call (310) 586-6488 for

more information.

Finding the right pitch
Main Library

601 Santa Monica Blvd., 
6:30 p.m. — 8:30 p.m. 

Anna Kendrick and breakout
star Rebel Wilson headline
“Pitch Perfect,” a comedy
about an all-female singing

group that enters the world of
collegiate a cappella music

competitions. Seating is 
limited. For more information,

visit smpl.org.

Wednesday, Feb. 6,
2013

The art of Miriam Wosk
Santa Monica Museum of Art

2525 Michigan Ave., 

call for times
Abundance and Devotion: The
Art of Miriam Wosk is the first

major survey of the local
artist. Wosk is best known for

intricate paintings and col-
lages adorned with pearls,
glitter and other vivid orna-

mentation. For more informa-
tion, call (310) 586-6488

Movie night
Fairview Library

2101 Ocean Park Blvd., 
7 p.m. — 9 p.m.

The film adaptation of Ray
Bradbury’s classic “Fahrenheit
451” will be screened at the

library; the literature book
group will meet Saturday to

discuss the book. 
Call (310) 458-8681 
for more information

Thursday, Feb. 7,
2013

Afterschool acting 
workshop

Santa Monica Playhouse
1211 Fourth St., 

4 p.m. — 6:30 p.m.
Adventures in Acting is a

highly acclaimed youth theater
program where your kids

make friends, gain self-confi-
dence and have tons of fun as
they act, sing and play theater
games. Call (310) 394-9779

ext. 3 or visit 
santamonicaplayhouse.com

for more details.
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Santa Monica Recycling Center
2411 Delaware Avenue in Santa Monica

(310) 453-9677

Aluminum Cans
$1.80 per pound

with this coupon expires 1-31-13

Experienced Cosmetic
Dentistry

MODERN, COMFORTABLE AND SPA LIKE ATMOSPHERE
Top of the line technology | Amazing Yelp reviews | Using the best dental labs in the country

Check our monthly promotions on our website   www.SantaMonicaToothDr.com

2222 SANTA MONICA BLVD, SUITE 202, SANTA MONICA, CA 90404

Ali Mogharei DDS
(310) 829-2224

Basic Cleaning, Exam
and full Mouth Xrays 

$65.00
– Modern facilities, gentle dentistry, sedation

Free Cosmetic
Consultation

WHEN BAD THINGS HAPPEN
TO GOOD PEOPLE BECAUSE
OF THE CARELESSNESS OR
NEGLIGENCE OF OTHERS.

Free Consultation
Over $25 Million Recovered

• CATASTROPHIC PERSONAL INJURIES

• WRONGFUL DEATH

• MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS

• BICYCLE ACCIDENTS

• SPINAL CORD INJURIES

• TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURIES

• DOG BITES

• TRIP & FALLS

310.392.3055
www.lemlelaw.com

Robert Lemle

You Pay Nothing Until
Your Case Is Resolved

Calendar
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BY DANIEL ARCHULETA
Managing Editor

SAMOHI Santa Monica’s boys’ bas-
ketball team has been supplanted as
the No. 1 team in CIF-Southern
Section Division 1A after a loss to
Ocean League rival Beverly Hills
last week, it was announced on
Monday.

After weeks atop the poll,

Samohi has been replaced by El
Toro, the new No. 1. Despite the
loss, Samohi sits at No. 2 with a
week to go in the regular season.

Samohi, 18-6 overall and 7-1 in
league, will finish their schedule
with home games against
Morningside on Tuesday and
Hawthorne on Thursday. Both
games begin at 7:30 p.m.

Samohi remains in first place in

league, with Beverly Hills just a
game behind in second at 6-2.
Beverly Hills is tied with Inglewood
for the second spot in the Ocean.

Santa Monica has defeated
Inglewood in both meetings this
year and split its series with Beverly
Hills.

Beverly Hills is currently ranked
No. 16 in Division 3AAA and
Inglewood is No. 13 in Division
1AA.

ST. MONICA LOSS HURTS RANKING
A loss to top-ranked St. Paul last

week led to St. Monica’s girls’ bas-
ketball team’s fall from second to
third in the poll, CIF-SS officials
announced on Monday.

The 53-49 Camino Real League
loss not only hurt the Mariners’
ranking in Division 4A, it dashed
St. Monica’s hopes of winning
league. St. Paul is 6-1 in league
and owns the tiebreaker having
defeated the Mariners twice this
season.

St. Monica (20-6 overall, 5-2 in
league) bounced back with a win
over Mary Star of the Sea on
Thursday setting up the regular sea-
son finale on Tuesday at home
against Cantwell-Sacred Heart.

Visit us online at smdp.com
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Lic. #00973691

cell: 310.600.6976  | petermullinsrealestate@gmail.com

1623 Crescent Place –  Listed at $2.965 million

A Unique Compound on Famous Walk Street.
Steps to Abbot Kinney Boulevard.

“Your Neighbor and Real Estate
Specialist for 25 Years.”

SMC
College receives $41K for vets

Santa Monica College received a hefty $41,000 donation from
an American Legion post in the Pacific Palisades, college offi-
cials said Monday.

American Legion Post 283 is no stranger to donating money
to the campus, and last year alone gifted SMC more than
$40,000 for emergency loans and veteran services.

“Most of us feel we don’t want the returning vets from Iraq and
Afghanistan to be treated the way Vietnam vets were,” said Dave
Borgeson, first vice commander of American Legion Post 283.

The SMC Board of Trustees will recognize the American
Legion post’s donation at its meeting today, Tuesday, Feb. 5.

“We are so grateful to the American Legion for its incredible
support of a special population at SMC for whom counseling is
critical at many levels,” said Linda Sinclair, faculty leader of the
SMC Veterans Resource Center.

Sinclair said SMC doesn’t have nearly enough money to pro-
vide counseling for the 700 veterans in the student body. “It
sometimes takes over three hours for a student veteran to wait
to see a counselor,” she said.

Counseling is critical for veterans who aside from academic
advising need guidance to receive necessary disabled student
benefits and navigate complex rules and regulations which gov-
ern veteran benefits.

“These young men and women have come back from wars and
have seen some terrible things,” Borgeson said. “Their experi-
ences are much different than the high school students entering
college, and they need guidance from specially trained counselors.
We want to be sure these veterans get the services they need.”

The majority of the donation is going to counseling with
$5,000 being allocated to a veterans’ emergency fund and
$1,000 for supplies and printing.

— HENRY CRUMBLISH
WASHINGTON
Bill introduced to cut down chopper noise

Ever been sitting in your home on a quiet evening, only to
have your peace shattered by the deafening roar of helicopter
blades? Then you’re not alone, and California politicians share
your plight.

On Monday, Reps. Adam Schiff (D-28th) and Henry Waxman
(D-33rd), and U.S. Sens. Dianne Feinstein and Barbara Boxer
introduced legislation that would require the Federal Aviation
Administration to impose stricter regulations on commercial
helicopter flights.

The Los Angeles Residential Helicopter Noise Relief Act
would require the FAA to set guidelines on flight paths and min-
imum altitudes for helicopter operators in residential areas with-
in 12 months of being signed into law.

“I hear complaints about helicopter noise from every part of
the 33rd District — from Malibu to Brentwood to Benedict
Canyon,” Waxman said. “FAA regulation of the thunderous heli-
copter traffic over L.A. is long overdue. And if the FAA won’t act,
Congress must.”

The act, if passed, will reduce but not completely eliminate air
traffic woes, however, as law enforcement, emergency responders,
and the U.S. military would be exempt from these regulations.

“[R]esidents frequently suffer from noise generated by celebri-
ty news media that follow stars to the beach, the grocery store, or
for court appearances,” Schiff said. “The residents in these areas
deserve peace and quiet, and if the FAA won’t act, Congress must
pass this legislation to give residents the relief they need.”

— HENRY CRUMBLISH

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

FRESH LOOK Daniel Archuleta daniela@smdp.com
A new mural by Santa Monica-based artist Joe Nicoletti adorns the exterior of
video and DVD store Vidiots on Pico Boulevard. The work consists of small blocks
of color that the artist says are akin to a code. The mural was created as part of
a project by the Buy Local campaign and the Pico Improvement Organization.

File photo
FIRE AWAY: Samohi’s Spencer
Cramer pulls up for a jump-shot
against Culver City earlier this season.
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Samohi boys drop to No. 2 in Division 1A hoops
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Cronkite would be devastated 
Editor:

The coarsening of language never ceases to amaze
me. The use of the word “butt” rather than “buttocks,”
“derriere,” or other more appropriate terms from the
so called editor-in-chief demonstrates either his lack of
respect for women or his limited vocabulary (“Samohi
aide accused of grabbing teen’s butt,” Feb. 2-3). I think
perhaps that it is his language that is striving to be
trendy and in vogue rather than erudite and a respect-
ful journalist, which he never will be with his puerile
vocabulary.

But what can I expect when I’m dealing with the
SMDP; a throw-away newspaper where standards don’t
exist. Very sad indeed.

Richard Galloway
Los Angeles

Parking madness 
Editor:

My name is John Petz. I have spent many years as
an active community member working on a wide range
of local issues and I love Santa Monica.

I am writing because I went to the Planning
Commission meeting Wednesday night and was
stunned by what I heard. Never, in all my 23 years of liv-
ing in Santa Monica, have I ever heard such a radical
presentation. The consultant, Jeff Tumlin, laid out a
plan to transform Santa Monica into a community
where people will no longer be able to drive because
they will no longer be able to park (“Imagine Santa
Monica with even less parking,” Feb. 1).

Taking parking privileges away from renters. It’s in
the proposal. Eliminating parking spaces on Montana
Avenue, Santa Monica and Pico boulevards, etc. It’s in
there. Allowing developers to build without providing
adequate parking. It’s in there and big time. It’s even
highlighted as a way to inspire more development by
lowering the cost of building.

It was stunning. If a friend had not mentioned the
meeting to me, I would have had no idea that the city is
in the process of moving in such a radical direction.
Every speaker who spoke (15 of them) opposed the rec-
ommendations, but most of Santa Monica (like me a
day ago) have no idea this is going on.

I hope you will follow this story closely and give it
the front page coverage it deserves. “City considering
taking away renters’ parking spaces” would be a bold
and truthful headline — (they call it “uncoupling” the
parking spaces from the unit, but the goal is to remove
parking as an amenity and drive the price up so the
cost of parking a car is so prohibitive people will choose
not to own one).

This kind of “social engineering” is something City
Hall staff tried a decade ago when they teamed up with
the school district and created a new CREST “child
care model” that included kicking children off school
yard playgrounds then charging them $100 a month to
play one hour a day after school so the kids would be
“more supervised.” The program was designed and
implemented without most parents having any idea
their kids were losing the playgrounds. In the end, the
community prevailed and the program was altered. But
it took a year of dedicated effort on the part of commu-
nity volunteers to get the city to reverse course.

It is my sincere hope that that does not happen
here. I ask that you please inform your readers of the
radical parking changes being considered, changes
which will dramatically alter the quality of life in Santa
Monica. It seems to me to be a worthy story, one with
national implications.

John Petz 
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 

LIFE IS HORRIBLY RANDOM. WE HAVE
so little control over the majority of the
events that happen to us. The Tony Robbins-
types of the world want and need us to
believe that we can master our destiny, and
to a point that is true. But really it’s our atti-
tude about the events that happen to us that
we truly have control over, not the actual
events.

This past weekend a genuine American
hero was shot and killed in Texas. Chris Kyle
was the Navy Seal with the greatest sniper
record. He was an author, husband, father
and by all accounts that I could find a great
guy who was trying to help other vets as they
returned from combat and reintegrated into
society. He was helping another vet at a gun
range and something went wrong. All the
facts are not available yet, but the one fact
that is certain is that a man who did great
service for our country was killed needlessly.
It’s fair to say that he was in the right place at
the wrong time. I don’t know why his com-
panion vet killed him. I do know it’s a
tragedy.

“Pedestrian killed by car” is an occasional
headline we see in Santa Monica. We have a
great many pedestrians, whether residents or
tourists. Occasionally they are looking the
wrong direction, and thinking it is clear step
into an oncoming car. I’ve had it happen to
me more than once. On the other hand, I’ve
been the pedestrian and checked to see that
the street sign says I have the right of way,
and as I proceed into the crosswalk an
oncoming car doesn’t stop. Right place,
wrong time.

Most of us watched the Super Bowl and
saw missed balls. The quarterback knows
where he wants to throw the ball, the receiv-
er knows where he’s supposed to be to catch
the ball, and yet the two don’t always align
correctly. A missed throw in the first quarter
leads to a turnover that leads to a scoring
run by the other side and then — bam — the
game is lost. The randomness of being in the
right place at the wrong time is what makes
a game exciting and keeps us on the edge of
our seats watching.

The randomness is also what makes some
people so frustrated. Watching a game, it’s
easy to see what needs to happen. Making it
happen is a whole other prospect. The frus-
tration and angst of a lost game is frankly
part of the experience. Some days your team
wins and some days they lose. It’s only a
game in the end, a form of live theater if you
will, so it’s enjoyable to let ourselves get all
amped up over whether my team or your
team won or lost.

We can learn a lot from the principle that
a game is fun and real life is to be taken seri-
ously. When a player muffs a catch we can
get all upset, and let it pass in a moment, but
when a person is killed by the thoughtless or
needless actions of another it is harder to see
it in the grand scheme of things. But we need

to have a proportional recognition of what
happened.

The reason why I say we need a propor-
tional recognition is that it is too easy to get
stuck in the emotional loss of the moment
and “take action” to make sure “it never hap-
pens again.” This is the kind of reaction that
leads to over-regulation of our lives and it is
born out of the loss of others and their pain.

I know losing someone is painful. I’ve lost
people in my life to drugs, alcohol, suicide
and accidents. In the movie “Torch Song
Trilogy,” at one point Anne Bancroft turns to
Harvey Fierstein and says that the loss
becomes like a ring you wear, you get used to
it, and after awhile it feels funny to not have
it. As the pain of loss changes from a sharp
attack to a dull ache, to a remembrance,
hopefully we calm down and don’t need to
pass a law to alleviate our pain.

The reason for me is that this is all part of
life. It’s a random experience and we can
control only our reactions to it. We cannot
prevent life from throwing us curve balls.

It is tempting when someone dies from
an accident or something that seems to be
preventable to want to “make a law” and pre-
vent that tragedy from “ever happening
again.” But we can’t prevent life from hap-
pening. Which means we can’t prevent death
from happening.

We each have to do the best we can to be
in the right place at the right time, and avoid
being in the wrong place at the wrong time,
but there’s no way of knowing until after the
fact if we’ve been successful.

My condolences go out to the Kyle family
for their loss. Chris Kyle was clearly doing
what he loved, and trying to help someone
else. He will be remembered and missed, I’m
sure.

DDAAVVIIDD  PPIISSAARRRRAA  is a divorce and child custody
lawyer specializing in father’s and men’s rights
with the Santa Monica firm of Pisarra & Grist. He
welcomes your questions and comments. He can
be reached at dpisarra@pisarra.com or (310)
664-9969. You can follow him on Twitter
@davidpisarra

David Pisarra Send comments to editor@smdp.com
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Right place, wrong time

AS THE PAIN OF LOSS
CHANGES FROM A SHARP
ATTACK TO A DULL ACHE,

TO A REMEMBRANCE,
HOPEFULLY WE CALM

DOWN AND DON’T NEED
TO PASS A LAW TO

ALLEVIATE OUR PAIN.
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FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!!!

(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!!)
TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$1  EXAM
includes FULL XRAYS AND INVISALIGN CONSULTATION

If you don’t like what we have to say we will give
you a copy of your x-rays at no charge

DENTAL CARE WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!
No need to be embarrassed if you haven’t been in for 

a long time complex cases welcome

"NO HASSLE" DENTAL INSURANCE PROCESSING
We will take care of all your insurance paperwork

WE OFFER UNIQUE SERVICES
*Nitrous Oxide provided as a courtesy

*No interest payment plans
*Emergencies can be seen today

*Our dentists and staff members are easy to talk to

AND OF COURSE WE DO
-Invisalign    -Periodontist on Staff    -Oral Surgeon on Staff
-Cosmetics and Implants    -Zoom bleaching    -and more

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTE IN
1260 15th ST. SUITE #703
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WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

PPaarrkk  iitt

A city-contracted consultant has offered
up a draft plan that would radically
reduce the amount of parking required
for new developments in most of Santa
Monica.

SSoo,,  tthhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  QQ--LLiinnee  qquueessttiioonn  aasskkss::
Do you agree that developments need
less parking than in the past or is this
report just wishful thinking?

Contact qqlliinnee@@ssmmddpp..ccoomm before FFrriiddaayy  aatt
55  pp..mm.. and we’ll print your answers in the
weekend edition of the Daily Press. You
can also call 331100--557733--88335544.

FIRST, ON A PERSONAL NOTE: THANK YOU,
thank you and thank you, Mary Elizabeth
Williams! What a glorious service you’ve
done the pro-life cause. I know, that’s not
what you intended. But that’s precisely what
you’ve accomplished.

Did I say thank you?
In her jaw-dropping column, “So what if

abortion ends life?” Williams — a main-
stream, though uncharacteristically honest
pro-abort scribe for Salon.com — has inex-
plicably broken from the Orwellian left’s min-
isterial script. In so doing, she’s undermined
the very cause for which she would gladly
“sacrifice” (dismember alive that is) her very
own daughter. A daughter, mind you, whom
she coldly acknowledges to be “a human life.”

But enough with the pleasantries.
In his 1925 manifesto “Mein Kampf,”

Adolf Hitler wrote: “Here’s the complicated
reality in which we live: All life is not equal.”
Though technically a human life, “the para-
sitic Jew is a human life without having the
same rights as the Aryan.”

“Mother Germany is the boss,” he
declared. “Her life and what is right for her
circumstances and her health should auto-
matically trump the rights of the non-
autonomous Jew. Always.”

Ha! Just kidding. Actually, Ms. Williams
wrote those things. She wrote them, not
from Nazi Germany in 1925, but, rather,
from America. Wednesday.

She wrote them, not about the Jewish
people, but, instead, about the most vulner-
able of all people: The child in her mother’s
womb. (A holocaust by any other name …)

Yes, welcome to Feminist Funland, where
the women are randy and the children are
dead. In “So what if abortion ends life?” (I
just love writing that), Williams, like some
unintentionally creepy clown, guides us
through the “pro-choice” house of mirrors,
revealing, with crystal clarity, the true horror
behind the left’s distorted reflections.

“While opponents of abortion eagerly
describe themselves as ‘pro-life,’” she writes,
“the rest of us have had to scramble around
with not nearly as big-ticket words like
‘choice’ and ‘reproductive freedom.’”

Here, Ms. Williams essentially admits what
the life community has said for decades, that
the euphemistic language of “choice” and
“reproductive freedom,” long employed by
the multi-billion-dollar abortion industry, is
exactly that; euphemism, propaganda.

In so many words, she goes on to
acknowledge that, rather than “pro-choice,”
“pro-death” is indeed the appropriate
moniker for her movement. “Yet I know that
throughout my own pregnancies, I never

wavered for a moment in the belief that I
was carrying a human life inside of me. I
believe that’s what a fetus is: a human life.
And that doesn’t make me one iota less
solidly pro-choice,” she proclaims.

Nice. Wonder how many of the little
Williams babies made the cut.

But the money line? “Here’s the compli-
cated reality in which we live,” she declares.
“All life is not equal.”

Get that, Thomas Jefferson? “All life is not
equal.” Put that in your self-evident-truth-
pipe and smoke it. We clear, MLK? Wrap that
“I have a dream” up in a big wad of “All life
is not equal” and get to the back of the
Birmingham bus.

Indeed, Ms. Williams is a militant femi-
nist and that’s adorable; but her line of rea-
soning here is anything but fresh and cute. It
stems from the utilitarian rotgut Planned
Parenthood founder Margaret Sanger
poured down the gullet of her power-drunk
eugenicist fans — foremost of whom was the
hypertensive fuehrer himself.

Still, to be fair, I’ll let Ms. Williams speak
for herself: “Yet a fetus can be a human life
without having the same rights as the
woman in whose body it resides,” she finds.
“She’s the boss. Her life and what is right for
her circumstances and her health should
automatically trump the rights of the non-
autonomous entity inside of her. Always.”

In other words: “Me no likey? You die.”
Or, as Hitler really did say: “We shall regain
our health only by eliminating the Jew.” Old
Adolf, of course, defined “health” to mean
exactly what feminists mean by it. “Health:
Any reason at all.”

Maybe I’ve been at this too long, but I
love it when liberals mistake sociopathy for
conviction, candor for courage. I revel in
those rare moments when left-wing extrem-
ists, nestled warm inside the foul bowels of
their “progressive” echo chamber — pull
back the wizard’s curtain just far enough to
expose, if only for an instant, the wicked sty
in which they roll, splash and play.

Like this gem: “If by some random fluke I
learned today I was pregnant,”Williams boasts,
“you bet you’re ass I’d have an abortion. I’d
have the World’s Greatest Abortion. … I still
need to acknowledge my conviction that the
fetus is indeed a life. A life worth sacrificing.”

“The World’s Greatest Abortion.”
“A life worth sacrificing.”
Submitted without comment.

MMAATTTT  BBAARRBBEERR  (@jmattbarber on Twitter) is an
attorney concentrating in constitutional law. He
serves as vice president of Liberty Counsel
Action.

Matt Barber Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Your column here

All life is not created equal 
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TAMI ABDOLLAH
Associated Press

YUCAIPA, Calif. A runaway bus careened
down a mountain road without brakes and the
driver called out to passengers to phone 911
before a violent crash with two other vehicles
that killed eight people and injured dozens of
others, a surviving passenger said Monday.

However, the pleas by the driver were
futile because no one had cellphone recep-
tion in the rugged area, passenger Gerardo
Barrientos, 28, told The Associated Press.

The bus was carrying a group from
Tijuana, Mexico, and heading home from a
snow trip to the Big Bear Lake area of the
San Bernardino Mountains 80 miles east of
Los Angeles when it crashed into a sedan
and pickup truck around 6:30 p.m. Sunday.

The cause of the crash remained under
investigation.

Records showed the company that oper-
ated the bus had failed more than a third of
federal vehicle safety inspections in the past
two years.

The bus involved in the crash recorded 22
safety violations in about a year’s time,
including problems with brakes, the wind-
shield and tires, according to inspection
reports posted by the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration.

Brake issues were noted in at least three
inspections since October 2011.

Barrientos and girlfriend Lluvia Ramirez,
who both work at a government hospital in
Tijuana, spoke to the AP as they waited out-
side an emergency room at Loma Linda
University Medical Center for word on a
friend who suffered a broken neck.

Barrientos believed the bus reached
speeds of 60 mph during the descent down
the mountain that he estimated lasted five
minutes before the collision.

“I saw many people dead. There are very,
very horrendous images in my head, things I
don’t want to think about,” he said.

Barrientos said he was uninjured and
immediately began searching for Ramirez
and the other friend, who were both ejected.
After he moved them away from the bus to
safety, he assisted the bus driver.

Ramirez suffered bruises and a hairline
vertebra fracture.

“I was overwhelmed,” she said. “I’m a sur-
gical resident and I usually know how to
react, but I was so in shock I didn’t know
what to do. I just stayed with my friend.”

The crash left State Route 38 littered with
body parts and debris, and the bus sideways
across both lanes with its windows blown
out, front end crushed and part of the roof
peeled back like a tin can.

The bus was going slowly down the hill
and being passed by other vehicles when it
suddenly sped up for an unknown reason,
according to a person involved in the inves-
tigation who requested anonymity because
the probe was ongoing.

The bus struck a Saturn sedan — one of
the vehicles that had passed it — then spun
and rolled, hitting the pickup truck that was
heading up the hill.

Smoke was coming from the back of the
bus, witnesses said. The bus eventually
struck something on the side of the road that
righted it and it came to a stop.

The bus traveled about a mile from the
point it struck the Saturn until it came to a

stop, said California Highway Patrol Officer
Leon Lopez.

Investigators will determine if mechani-
cal failure or driver error was to blame.

The bus driver, Norberto B. Perez,
approximately 52, of San Ysidro, was in seri-
ous condition, authorities said.

The driver told investigators the vehicle
had brake problems.

“It appears speed was a factor in this col-
lision,” Lopez said.

The National Transportation Safety
Board was sending a team to the scene.

Lettering on the 1996 bus showed it was
operated by Scapadas Magicas LLC, based in
National City, Calif.

Federal transportation records show the
company is licensed to carry passengers for
interstate travel and that it had no crashes in
the past two years.

Stephen Keppler of the Commercial
Vehicle Safety Alliance, a group with indus-
try and government members, said buses
and trucks average about two violations for
each inspection.

Records show the bus involved in the
crash was flagged eight times for mainte-
nance problems, as recently as October.

Overall, buses operated by the firm
flunked 36 percent of random inspections,
the records indicate. That’s higher than the
national average for similar companies — a
21 percent failure rate.

The California company had an overall
“satisfactory” rating from the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration — but
records show three-quarters of similar com-
panies had better safety records.

No one answered the door at the

Scapadas Magicas office in a sprawling com-
plex that houses more than 1,300 storage
lockers and about 30 small offices.

Greg Etter, general manager of Acropolis
Space Center, said the company didn’t run
buses out of the facility. He declined to com-
ment further on the tenant.

The bus was carrying dozens of men,
women and children who had spent Sunday
at a winter recreation area, authorities said.

Crews worked through the night to
recover the dead, but one body remained
aboard the bus early Monday, said Rocky
Shaw, a San Bernardino County coroner’s
investigator.

Officials hadn’t been able to retrieve the
body because the front end of the bus was
dangling over the edge of the roadside.

Investigators were trying to pick up any
personal property to help identify victims.

More than three dozen people were
injured, and at least 17 were still hospital-
ized, including at least five in critical condi-
tion. One is a girl.

The pickup driver was in extremely seri-
ous condition, said Peter Brierty, assistant
county fire chief. Three people were in the
Saturn.

Rocky Shaw, San Bernardino County
coroner’s investigation, said one of the dead
victims was a 13-year-old boy. The boy’s
family from Tijuana was meeting with
Mexican Consulate officials after spending
the night going from hospital to hospital
looking for him.

Jordi Garcia, marketing director of
Interbus, said his company rented the bus
from Scapadas Magicas, which supplied the
driver.

Bus passenger describes terror before deadly crash 



Independent expenditure campaigns and
political action committees outspent the
candidates and measures that they backed
two-to-one, with $830,509.50 of the total
coming from seven organizations ranging
from the familiar — Santa Monicans for
Renters’ Rights (SMRR) — to the new kids
on the block like Santa Monicans United for
a Responsible Future, or SMURF.

SMURF, a coalition of development
interests, lead the way with $452,544,93
spent, most of which went to its slate of four
City Council candidates including Gleam
Davis, Terry O’Day, Shari Davis and Ted
Winterer.

Each got slightly varied amounts, with
Gleam Davis netting the most with
$117,685.17 and Winterer getting the least
with $79,556.20.

Both amounts exceeded what the individ-
ual candidates were able to raise on their
own.

Behind SMURF came SMRR, the tradi-
tional Santa Monica political powerhouse,
with $165,965.80, although only $9,040 was
spent on each member of its four-person
slate.

Still, it came out the winningest — SMRR
managed a clean sweep of the election
including each of its candidates for all four
races and every ballot measure it backed.

Third in line came Santa Monicans for
Responsible Growth, a new anti-develop-
ment group founded by Santa Monica resi-
dents with organizational help from the
Huntley Hotel.

The Huntley was widely rumored to lead
a shadow campaign backing candidates that
might oppose the expansion of the Fairmont
Miramar Hotel, its neighbor, which had pro-
posed to build a bigger, taller hotel on its
current site.

Major funding for the group came from
Playground Consulting, a computer security

firm in Nevada which claimed to have clients
in Santa Monica. The organization spent
$92,587, primarily on mailers and consult-
ant Sue Burnside, whose company was paid
$38,151.11 by the group in 2012.

Far behind the top three funders were the
Police Officer’s Association committee,
Santa Monica Coalition for a Livable City,
Committee for Excellent Public Schools and
the Coalition of Santa Monica City
Employees PAC.

For their part, council candidates raised
as little as nothing (Terence Later filed a page
full of goose eggs in October) and as much
as $93,073.15 (columnist and former
Planning Commissioner Frank Gruber).

The sweet spot seemed to be between
$39,000 and $61,545.13, where many of the
major contenders sat with the exception of
John Smith, a newcomer to Santa Monica
politics who raised $12,514.03 including a
$9,255 loan to himself.

Smith was not alone in that. Gruber con-
tributed $41,000 to his own campaign, as did
victorious candidate Tony Vazquez, who had
debts totaling $28,883.29 — he raised only
$18,516 through the course of the race, but
spent over $40,000.

Richard McKinnon had no loans, specifi-
cally, although he did pitch in $16,355.43,
according to his filing.

Although groups received funding from
many of the usual suspects throughout the
course of the campaign, including Huntley
Hotel employees and representatives, major
developers with large projects that will go
before the City Council and others, there
were a few outliers.

Winterer’s most recent filing included
donations from the owner of Hanky Panky
LTD., a women’s lingerie store in New York,
and from a shamanic healer who resides in
Santa Monica.

“I’m always glad to have that extra help,”
Winterer said. “I only regret I didn’t have a
voodoo guy.”

ashley@smdp.com
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ST. MONICA, CROSSROADS 
ATOP SOCCER RANKINGS

The girls’ soccer teams from St. Monica
and Crossroads are No. 1 and No. 2 in the
most recent CIF-SS Division 7 poll, it was
announced on Monday.

St. Monica is 14-3-1 overall and 4-0 in the
Camino Real League and sits alone in first
place.

St. Monica closes the regular season this
week with a road game at St. Paul on
Tuesday and a home contest against Serra on
Thursday.

Crossroads is 11-4-1 overall and 4-1 in
the Delphic League. The Roadrunners cur-
rently trail Marshall in the standings. They
too complete their regular season this week
with a road game at Milken on Tuesday and

a home game against Archer at Santa
Monica College on Thursday.

SAMOHI SOCCER HAS OUTSIDE SHOT AT TITLE
With just two regular season games

remaining, Samohi’s boys’ soccer team has a
mathematical chance of winning the Ocean
League.

Entering the week at 5-2-1, Samohi is
currently in third place behind Beverly Hills,
in first, and Morningside.

If Samohi can win both games with
Beverly Hills losing twice and Morningside
once they would take home the crown and
secure a better seed in the playoffs.

Samohi hosts Morningside on Tuesday
and Hawthorne on Thursday. Both games
begin at 3 p.m.

Beverly Hills closes with Inglewood on
Tuesday and Culver City on Thursday.

daniela@smdp.com

ROUNDUP
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Safe Access, but this will be the first time the
state high court weighs in on the question
even though medical marijuana has been
legal in California for more than 16 years.

Santa Monica officials are currently grap-
pling with the medical marijuana issue, ask-
ing the community to weigh in on whether
or not they should be allowed in the city by
the sea. There’s currently a moratorium
against dispensaries in the city.

At stake is the expansion potential or fur-
ther contraction of an industry that con-
tributes hundreds of millions of dollars to the
state economy but operates without clear
statewide guidelines and in conflict with fed-
eral drug laws. Many of the local bans were
enacted after the number of retail medical
marijuana outlets exploded in Southern
California in response to the DOJ stating in
2009 that prosecuting pot sales would be a low
priority under the Obama administration.

“These places are popping up every-
where, and the typical city that had one or
two, two became four and four became 16 or
20,” said Jeffrey Dunn, an Orange County
lawyer who will be arguing in favor of the
local bans on Tuesday. “What has happened
as a practical matter is this state law which
authorizes the medical use of marijuana,
and federal law that prohibits it, has forced
cities and counties to be the ones to regulate
this like any other entity that crops up in our
business districts.”

Medical marijuana advocates maintain
that the state’s medical marijuana laws, the
nation’s oldest, allow local governments to set
limits on dispensaries, but not to outlaw them.

“If it’s the case localities can ban, you
could end up with the entire southern and

middle portion of the state banning dispen-
saries, which clearly does not promote uni-
formity throughout the state or safe access”
to marijuana, Americans for Safe Access
legal director Joe Elford said.

Along with the permissibility of local dis-
pensary bans, the state court’s seven justices
are being asked to determine if marijuana’s
federal status as an illegal drug prohibits
local governments from explicitly authoriz-
ing its distribution at all, as about 50
California counties and cities have.

The rush to adopt bans has lessened over
the last 18 months, ever since the four federal
prosecutors in California launched a coordi-
nated crackdown on dispensaries by threat-
ening to seize the properties of landlords that
leased space to them. Hundreds of pot shops
have since been evicted or closed voluntarily.

The arguments come in a case out of
Riverside, where city lawmakers used their
zoning powers to declare storefront pot
shops as public nuisances and to ban them
in 2010. The Inland Empire Patient’s Health
and Wellness Center, part of the explosion of
retail medical marijuana outlets, sued to
stop the city from shutting it down.

A midlevel appeals court sided with the
city, but other courts have come to opposite
conclusions. Last summer, a trial judge ruled
that Riverside County could not close med-
ical marijuana dispensaries in unincorporat-
ed areas because the move did not give the
shops any room to operate legally under state
law. An appeals court in Southern California
also struck down Los Angeles County’s 2-
year-old ban on dispensaries, ruling that
state law allows cooperatives and collectives
to grow, store and to distribute pot.

However, in a separate case in Long
Beach, an appeals court said federal law pre-
empts municipalities from allowing dispen-
saries.
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Highway 60 at 12:40 a.m. on June 6 on the
way back from a Los Angeles Angels baseball
game — because of her injuries, Hively no
longer remembers why — when Silva
allegedly hit them and drove off.

Silva was charged with murder, gross
vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated
and leaving the scene of an accident.

Silva has a court date in March for sen-
tencing, at which point she will have the
option to accept a plea bargain for 19 years
in prison, according to Hively, who is famil-
iar with the agreement.

Familiar, but unhappy.
“I’m appalled that the (district attorney)

would offer a 19-year plea bargain,” Hively
said.

If found guilty, this would be Silva’s sec-
ond conviction of driving under the influ-
ence, although she was not found to have
exceeded the legal maximum of .08 blood
alcohol content in the 2009 offense.

The District Attorney’s Office would not
comment on the plea bargain until after it
comes out in court.

Hively and her sister, Brenda Petrakos,
started a petition on the activism website
Change.org calling on officials in California
government to support a harsher sentence
for the crime.

The petition already has 426 signatures.
The matter should go to court, Hively

said.
“I feel it’s very unfair,” Hively said. “We

were told that they were going for life, then
something happened and they negotiated a
plea bargain like this.”

MAKING THE DEAL 
Depending who you ask, between 95 and

98 percent of cases that go through the
American court system end with plea bar-
gains.

That’s a matter of necessity, said Scott
Burns, executive director with the National
District Attorneys Association.

“The reality is that there are between 15
and 20 million non-misdemeanor cases

prosecuted in America every year,” Burns
said. “If each of those, or frankly half or a
third of those, went to trial, we would need a
much, much larger criminal justice system.”

Instead, attorneys forge plea bargains,
agreements that offer a potentially lighter
sentence in exchange for a guilty or no-con-
test plea.

They also offer security, said Tracy Green,
a private defense attorney based in Los
Angeles.

Whereas plea deals are negotiated
between the attorneys involved, jury trials
rely on a body of 12 unknowns, making the
process a roll of the dice for both sides.

“I hate to tell people it’s like going to Las
Vegas, but justice can come at a price,” Green
said.

In a plea bargain, the prosecution weighs
its options based on the strength of the case
and whether or not they believe the defen-
dant is a danger to society. The prosecutor
can also factor in the interests of the victim
or the victim’s family, Burns said.

Defense attorneys also look at the merits
of the case, but also determine if it’s a finan-
cial possibility for their client to go through
the expensive trial process and if they’re
capable of serving time, even a reduced
amount, Green said.

“What are the client’s goals? Can they
risk, handle or afford emotionally or
lifestyle-wise any threat of incarceration, or
having a conviction of what’s been charged?”
she asked.

“What’s the downside risk if you go to
trial and lose?”

While neither attorney believes that the
system is broken, Burns was more apt to
defend it than Green, who felt that defen-
dants risk getting a harsher sentence if they
go for a trial and lose.

A recent U.S. Supreme Court decision
altered the playing field a bit on plea bar-
gains when the justices held in a 5 to 4 deci-
sion that defendants have the right to good
lawyering when it comes to plea bargains.

If a lawyer acts unethically or gives really
bad legal counsel, the defendant may even
get a second shot at the plea, the court held.

ashley@smdp.com
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Malibu Golf Club is a privately owned 
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Whole Foods
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147 South Barrington Ave, LA, CA 90049

Located near Sunset in the Brentwood Village
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JULIE PACE &
NEDRA PICKLER

Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS President Barack Obama
declared Monday on his first trip outside
Washington to promote gun control that a
consensus is emerging for universal back-
ground checks for purchasers, though he
conceded a tough road lay ahead to pass an
assault weapons ban over formidable oppo-
sition in Congress.

“We should restore the ban on military-
style assault weapons and a 10-round limit
for magazines,” Obama said in a brief
speech, standing firm on his full package on
gun-control measures despite long odds.
Such a ban “deserves a vote in Congress
because weapons of war have no place on
our streets or in our schools or threatening
our law enforcement officers.”

The president spoke from a special police
operations center in a city once known to
some as “Murderapolis” but where gun vio-
lence has dropped amid a push to address it
from city leaders. Officers stood behind him,
dressed in crisp uniforms of blue, white and
brown.

The site conveyed Obama’s message that
a reduction in violence can be achieved
nationally, even if Americans have sharp dis-
agreements over gun control. That includes
among members of his own party in
Washington.

Suggesting he won’t get all he’s propos-
ing, he said, “We don’t have to agree on
everything to agree it’s time to do some-
thing.”

The president unveiled his gun-control
plans last month after the shootings at a
Newtown, Conn., elementary school. But
many of the proposals face tough opposition
from some in Congress and from the
National Rifle Association.

Democratic Senate Majority Leader
Harry Reid has said he wants to give the bans
on assault weapons and high-capacity mag-
azines a vote. But he will not say whether he
will support either, and advocates and oppo-
nents alike predict they are unlikely to pass.

Putting the controversial measures up for
a vote could put some Democratic senators
in a tough spot. That includes some from
conservative-leaning states who are up for
re-election next year and face the prospect of
voting against either fervent gun-rights sup-
porters or Obama and gun-control support-
ers in the party’s base.

Reid himself came in for criticism for
declining to stand with the president by
Minneapolis’ Democratic mayor, R.T.
Rybak, who accompanied Obama while he
was in town. “He’s dancing around this issue
and people are dying in this country,” Rybak
said of Reid on MSNBC.

Democratic lawmakers and aides, as well
as lobbyists, say an assault weapons ban has
the least chance of being approved by the
Senate Judiciary Committee that is working
up the legislation. They say a ban on high-
capacity magazines is viewed as the next
least likely proposal to survive, though some
compromise version of it might, allowing
more than the 10-round maximum that
Obama favors.

Likeliest to be included are universal
background checks and prohibitions against
gun trafficking, they say. One lobbyist said
other possible terms include steps to
improve record keeping on resales of guns
and perhaps provisions that would make it
harder for mentally ill people from obtain-
ing firearms.

Asked last week what was likely to be in
his committee’s bill, committee Chairman
Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., said he didn’t yet know
but “I don’t know how anybody can be
opposed to universal background checks.”
He added, “I think gun trafficking, you’ve
got to be able to close that. I don’t know how
anybody, anybody can object to that.”

Obama also was more upbeat on the
prospects of universal background checks,
including for purchases at gun shows.

“The good news is that we’re starting to
see a consensus emerge about the action
Congress needs to take,” he said. “The vast
majority of Americans, including a majority
of gun owners, support requiring criminal
background checks for anyone trying to buy
a gun. There’s no reason why we can’t get
that done.”

He urged Americans to call their mem-
bers of Congress to push for his entire pack-
age of stronger gun controls. “Tell them now
is the time for action.”

“Changing the status quo is never easy,”
Obama said. “This will be no exception. The
only way we can reduce gun violence in this
country is if the American people decide it’s
important, if you decide it’s important, if
parents and teachers, police officers and pas-
tors, hunters and sportsmen, Americans of
every background stand up and say, this
time, it’s got to be different. We’ve suffered
too much pain to stand by and do nothing.”

The White House says Obama is not writ-
ing off any part of his package despite the
long odds for the assault weapons ban in
particular before votes are scheduled or he
takes his arguments on the road. Education
Secretary Arnie Duncan, who has been help-
ing push the gun control package, said he
and Obama spoke on the matter Sunday and
agreed that Washington in a vacuum is
unlikely to move quickly.

“If this is Washington trying to drive this
by itself, it doesn’t go very far,” Duncan said
at a meeting with college presidents who
have signed on to help lobby Congress to
take action to protect students.

The White House said Obama made his
maiden trip on the gun control package to
Minneapolis because the city has taken steps
to tackle gun violence, including a push for
stricter background checks. The city
launched a program in 2008 aimed at pro-
viding more resources for at-risk youth and
helping rehabilitate young people who have
already committed crimes.

In January, Minneapolis also hosted a
regional summit on gun violence for elected
officials from around the Midwest. The
county’s sheriff, Richard Stanek, is a
Republican who has been working with the
White House to develop a palatable set of
gun regulations, with a particular focus on
strengthening background checks.

Ahead of Monday’s trip, the White
House released a photo of the president
skeet shooting at Camp David, the presi-
dential retreat, which prompted more ques-
tion about the president’s experience with
guns. White House press secretary Jay
Carney said he was not aware of Obama
personally owning any firearms. He said
Obama has shot a gun elsewhere, although
he didn’t know when or if he had done so-
before becoming president. “He never
intended to suggest he had grown up as a
hunter,” Carney said.

Asked whether the president shoots skeet
or trap, Carney told reporters, “I’m not an
expert, and I don’t think he would claim to
be either.” But he said of the president’s
shooting skill, “I think he has gotten better.”

Obama stands firm on gun
control despite long odds 
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Stocks hit a big milestone, then promptly
spun off the road.

Major indexes dived the most this year
Monday, the first trading day after the Dow
broke 14,000 and closed at its highest level
since the financial crisis.

The Dow Jones industrial average
dropped as much as 143 points in afternoon
trading. It closed down 129.71, or 0.9 per-
cent, at 13,880.08.

The Standard & Poor’s 500 index fell
17.46 points, or 1.2 percent, to 1,495.71. The
Nasdaq composite index lost 47.93, or 1.5
percent, to 3,131.17.

Monday’s declines were the biggest drops
this year for all three indexes. They followed
a surge Friday that pushed the Dow over
14,000 for the first time since 2007, before
the financial meltdown that routed world
markets.

Friday was only the tenth time in its his-
tory that the Dow closed above 14,000. The
first was in July 2007; the rest were in
October of that year. The index closed Friday
just 155 points shy of its record high, set that
October.

The rally was powered by solid economic
data, including a January jobs report that
showed the labor market is strengthening
gradually. A broad measure of manufactur-
ing also rose sharply.

The Dow is up nearly 6 percent this year.
Yet Wall Street’s celebratory mood was a dis-
tant memory Monday, as U.S. stocks fol-
lowed European markets lower. France’s
CAC-40 closed down 3 percent, Germany’s
DAX 2.5 percent.

“It started to look like things in the mar-
ket are maybe getting a little ahead of them-
selves, compared to some of the data we’ve
seen,” said Bill Stone, chief investment
strategist at PNC Asset Management Group.
He said problems in Europe are also begin-
ning to affect U.S. markets after several quiet
months.

Borrowing costs for Italy and Spain rose
Monday, Stone noted, reflecting concerns
among bond investors that those countries
may be unable to meet their financial obliga-
tions.

“It kind of restarts some of the old wor-
ries that we’ve been able to ignore for quite
some time,” Stone said.

In New York, Merck & Co. was among the
Dow’s biggest losers, dropping 98 cents, or
2.3 percent, to $40.85. The pharmaceutical
company said Friday that its earnings
declined in the fourth quarter and 2013

might be weaker than analysts had hoped.
Boeing was the only rising stock among

the 30 in the Dow.
Corporate earnings reports continue this

week. Health insurer Humana leapt $3.51, or
4.7 percent, to $78.86 after its results beat
Wall Street’s forecasts.

Cruise operator Royal Caribbean fell after
reporting a quarterly loss related to its
Spanish cruise line, Pullmantur. Prices and
bookings have plunged since the Spanish
government imposed strict austerity meas-
ures, limiting Spaniards’ ability to spend.
Royal Caribbean shares dropped $1.26, or
3.4 percent, to $35.53.

Media company Gannett Co Inc. fell
$1.33, or 6.7 percent, to $18.51. Gannett’s
earnings beat Wall Street’s expectations, but
the company warned that its TV ad revenue
will be hurt this quarter by the absence of
$5.1 million in political spending and the
move of the Super Bowl from NBC to CBS.

Among other companies making big
moves was network gear maker Acme Packet
Inc., which surged $5.66, or 23.7 percent, to
$29.59 after Oracle said it would acquire the
company for $2.1 billion.

McGraw-Hill Cos. plunged $8.04, or 13.8
percent, to $50.30 after midday news reports
that the Justice Department plans to file civil
charges against the company’s Standard &
Poor’s credit rating unit. The government
charges are expected to question S&P’s high
ratings of mortgage bonds that helped fuel
the financial crisis.

Moody’s Corp., another rating agency,
followed McGraw-Hill down, even though
there is no evidence that the government
will charge that company. Moody’s closed
down $5.90, or 10.7 percent, at $49.45.

The two rating agencies had the biggest
percentage declines in the S&P 500 index.

In Europe, political jitters about Spain
and Italy pushed stocks lower. Some indexes
had their worst day in months.

Concerns over Europe’s debt crisis have
eased since last summer, in part because of
efforts by the Spanish and Italian govern-
ments to get their finances under control.

An upcoming election in Italy places
some of those reforms in doubt. The
Spanish government, meanwhile, is
embroiled in a corruption scandal that’s
raising questions over the future of Prime
Minister Mariano Rajoy.

The euro fell to $1.3512. The yield on the
10-year Treasury note fell to 1.96 percent
from 2.05 percent earlier Monday as
demand for ultra-safe assets increased.

Oil prices drifted lower. Crude fell $1.60
to $96.17 a barrel in New York.

U.S. stocks close down
after Dow’s rally to 14,000 
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Surf Forecasts Water Temp: 56.8°

MONDAY – POOR TO FAIR – SURF: 1-2 ft knee to thigh high occ. 3ft
WNW swell eases and turns more NW; More size for standout spots in the western part of
the region 2-3+' surf there.

WEDNESDAY – POOR – SURF: 1-2 ft knee to thigh high
Small WNW mix; Potential new WNW starts to show late

THURSDAY – FAIR – SURF: 1-2 ft knee to thigh high
Potential modest WNW swell tops out late; More size for standout spots in the western part
of the region with waist-chest high surf there

FRIDAY – POOR TO FAIR – SURF: 1-2 ft knee to thigh high
Potential modest WNW swell slowly eases; More size for standout spots in the western part
of the region 2-3'+ surf there largest early; Watching weather/wind

WIND/WEATHER
High pressure keeps itself over the area for the next several days with some weak distur-

bances passing through. This will keep local winds generally favorable with light/variable
flow in the mornings, that will then give way to a light to locally moderate onshore wester-
ly breeze in the afternoon. A slightly stronger marine layer builds for Monday morning then
possibly again for Weds morning with some areas of patchy fog possible.

S U R F R E P O R T

Platinum Properties & Finance
Specializing in First
Time Home Buyers
John Moudakis DRE # 01833441

jgmrealestate@aol.com (310) 663-1784
905 W, BEACH AVE, WESTCHESTER AREA

BRETT MARTEL
AP Sports Writer

NEW ORLEANS The blackout at the
Superdome will not stop the Super Bowl
from returning to New Orleans.

NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell said
that despite the electrical outage which
delayed Sunday night’s game for 34 minutes,
the city did a “terrific” job hosting its first
pro football championship in the post-
Katrina era.

“Let me reiterate again what an extraor-
dinary job the city of New Orleans has
done,” said Goodell, speaking Monday at a
post-Super Bowl media conference held for
the game’s most valuable player, Baltimore
quarterback Joe Flacco, and winning coach
John Harbaugh. “The most important thing
is to make sure people understand it was a
fantastic week.”

New Orleans has hosted 10 Super Bowls,
including Baltimore’s 34-31 victory over San
Francisco, tied for the most with Miami.

While serving as the site of America’s
biggest sporting event and focus of an unof-
ficial national holiday gets any place a lot of
attention, this game had special meaning for
New Orleans.

The city last hosted the Super Bowl in
2002 and officials were hoping this would
serve as the ultimate showcase — on a glob-
al scale — of how far it has come since being
devastated by Hurricane Katrina in 2005.
The storm winds tore holes in the roof of the
Superdome and there was water damage
from the rain that affected electrical systems
and caused mold to spread. More than $330
million has been spent to upgrade the facili-
ty, which has hosted the annual Sugar Bowl,
Saints games, two BCS title games and a
men’s Final Four since the storm.

Yet the loss of power was an embarrass-
ment that quickly became perhaps the signa-
ture moment of the Ravens’ win.

Goodell said not to worry.
“I do not think this will have an effect on

future Super Bowls in New Orleans,” he said.
“I fully expect to be back here for Super
Bowls. I hope we will be back. We want to be
back here.”

Local officials have said they will bid to
host an 11th Super Bowl in 2018 to coincide
with the 300th anniversary of the city’s
founding. Goodell made it sound like that is
still in play.

“This will not affect the view of the NFL
of the success of the game here in New
Orleans,” Goodell said. “We know that they
have an interest in future Super Bowls and
we look forward to evaluating that. Going
forward, I do not think this will have an
effect at all on what I think will be remem-
bered as one of the great Super Bowl weeks.”

Goodell said he had no concerns about
the adequacy of the Superdome going for-
ward because “this is clearly something that

can be fixed and it’s clearly something we
can prepare for and we will.”

For Goodell, it seemed, it was important
to recognize how much fans and the league’s
business partners enjoyed dining at the city’s
renowned restaurants, attending parties in
the home of Mardi Gras, and the ease of
moving around with everything centrally
located downtown.

It wasn’t the first time Goodell has stuck
up for the city.

He has been widely credited with work-
ing behind the scenes to get the Superdome
renovated on a fast track after Katrina
struck. It reopened in September 2006, in
time for the Saints to return permanently to
New Orleans after spending one season dis-
placed to San Antonio.

Still, some Saints fans were critical of
Goodell’s handling of the league’s bounty
investigation of the team, and resulting
sanctions that included the full season sus-
pension of coach Sean Payton.

“After all we’ve been through here in
New Orleans, it seems like we can’t escape
the worldwide attention of these kinds of
events,” said Doug Thornton, vice presi-
dent of SMG, which manages both the
Superdome and neighboring New
Orleans Arena for the state. “It was an
unfortunate circumstance at such a great
moment for the city. I think the city was
just spectacular this week. The host com-
mittee did a great job. It was a flawless
event up to that point and it was just a
spectacular week.

“So obviously for me, it was a disappoint-
ing moment.”

Thornton said nothing inside the
Superdome malfunctioned, but that the sta-
dium’s power supply was cut off from a
nearby substation, and that once power was
restored, everything inside the dome
resumed normal operation.

Thornton also dismissed reports that the
halftime show featuring Beyonce had any-
thing to do with the outage, pointing out
that that portion of the event was on inde-
pendent generator power. In fact, Thornton
said the dome’s electrical system, which has
not once failed since the storm, used less
power during the Super Bowl than a typical
Saints game.

Flacco also praised New Orleans as a host.
The Ravens quarterback recalled how

much he enjoyed getting out on Saturday
and visiting the French Quarter to clear
his mind the day before the biggest game
of his life. During that afternoon he
stopped by Cafe du Monde, on the edge
of scenic Jackson Square, where locals
and tourists alike enjoy French dough-
nuts with powdered sugar and cafe au
lait.

He added: “I really just wanted to try
those beignets, or however you say it, which
were unbelievable, by the way.”

NFL

Goodell: New Orleans 
‘terrific,’ despite blackout 
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The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

Strange Brew

Dogs of C-Kennel By Mick and Mason Mastroianni

Pay your bills tonight, Sag
ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★★★ Do yourself a favor and start listen-
ing to your inner voice more often. How you see
a personal matter could change dramatically as
a result. Be aware of a tendency to be slightly
defensive. Tonight: Try a new restaurant.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★ Listen to news with a grain of salt.
Rethink a situation more carefully. Understand
what is happening within your immediate
group of friends. Know what needs to happen
in order to keep you more content. Tonight: Let
someone else choose.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★★ Others' dynamic energy could push
you over the edge if you aren't careful. A supe-
rior might think that he or she has a novel idea.
Indulge this person. You could be overwhelmed
by others, especially if you have a lot to do.
Screen calls. Tonight: Try something unusual.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★ You have a lot to do. Getting every-
thing done could take a rather large effort, as
your mind keeps wandering to yonder lands.
You could be taken aback by a suggestion.
Tonight: Go for a brisk walk.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★ Your imagination can either resolve a
problem or distort it. You will know the out-
come once you hear others' feedback. Financial
dealings will be highlighted. Sharp comments
are likely. You do not have to do more than lis-
ten to them. Tonight: Have fun with a loved one.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★ Others demand a lot from you. Listen,
but also recognize that you need to make your
own decisions. Friends have excellent insights,
but they don't know the specifics of what you
are dealing with. Trust your judgment when it
comes to your personal life. Tonight: Anchored
in.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★ You could have difficulty getting and/or
giving a clear message. Maintain a sense of
humor. You might not always have the control
you desire. Your drive and follow-through make
you a star wherever you choose to put your
energy. Tonight: Happily head home.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★ Keep conversations about a key mat-
ter within a certain circle of friends or col-
leagues. Confidentiality is necessary. Adapt to
fast changes in the workplace. Tonight: Add
more spice to your personal life. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★ The unexpected occurs. Understand that
finances could be involved. Do not commit to
any expenses just yet. If you are feeling nega-
tive or pessimistic, you could be creating more
of a problem for yourself. Detach, and walk
away from the issue. Tonight: Pay your bills.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★ You hit one of your power days. A
friendship might be very important to you, but
know that sometimes it also can weigh you
down. This person often can be demanding.
Tonight: Do whatever feels right.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★ Take some time off. Even though you might
think you are needed -- and you very well could
be -- you are better off resting or handling a
personal matter right now. Someone could be
very difficult to deal with. Tonight: Not to be
found.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★ Express your feelings with clarity,
especially when dealing with an authority fig-
ure. The communication style you use could be
the issue. Ask for confirmation or repeat what
the other party said. It might be an effective
technique. Tonight: At a favorite haunt with
friends. 

This year you emphasize your long-term goals. You also have
a wide collection of friends, all of whom seem to be strong sup-
porters. This powerful team is instrumental to your success,
and it provides you with emotional security. You might decide
to focus on establishing some financial security. If you are single, you could meet someone through a friend-
ship. This friendship will play a strong role in your year. If you are attached, make sure that you focus on
the friendship as well as the romance. SAGITTARIUS can be impulsive.

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:HHaappppyy  bbiirrtthhddaayy

By John DeeringSpeed Bump By Dave Coverly

Edge City By Terry & Patty LaBan

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(310) 260-1528

Double feature

Taxi Driver (R) 1hr  53min
7:30pm

Mean Streets (R) 1hr 52min
9:23pm

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street Promenade
(888) 262-4386

Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey (PG-
13) 2hrs 46min 
12:30pm, 6:40pm 

Broken City (R) 1hr 49min 
4:05pm, 10:15pm 

ParaNorman 3D (PG) 1hr 33min 
1:00pm, 3:45pm, 6:30pm, 9:00pm 

Lincoln (PG-13) 2hrs 30min 
3:00pm, 6:30pm, 9:45pm 

Stand Up Guys (R) 1hr 33min 
1:55pm, 4:35pm, 7:25pm, 10:00pm

AMC 7 Santa Monica 
1310 Third St.
(310) 451-9440

Life of Pi 3D (PG) 2hrs 06min 
12:45pm, 4:00pm, 7:10pm, 10:15pm 

Hansel & Gretel: Witch Hunters 3D
(PG-13) 1hr 28min 

12:20pm, 3:00pm, 5:30pm, 8:05pm,
10:30pm 

Hansel & Gretel: Witch Hunters (PG-
13) 1hr 28min 
11:20am, 1:45pm, 4:15pm, 6:50pm,
9:30pm 

Django Unchained (R) 2hrs 45min 
11:15am, 2:50pm, 6:45pm, 10:35pm 

Zero Dark Thirty (R) 2hrs 37min 
11:45am, 3:15pm, 7:00pm, 10:45pm 

Gangster Squad (R) 1hr 53min 
11:15am, 2:00pm, 5:00pm, 7:45pm,
10:30pm 

Warm Bodies (PG-13) 1hr 37min 
11:30am, 2:15pm, 5:00pm, 7:35pm,
10:20pm

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex
1332 Second St.
(310) 478-3836 

Argo (R) 2hrs 00min 
1:30pm, 4:20pm 

Impossible (PG-13) 1hr 47min 
1:20pm, 4:10pm, 10:10pm 

Quartet (PG-13) 1hr 37min 
1:50pm, 4:40pm, 7:30pm, 10:00pm 

56 Up (NR) 2hrs 24min 
1:10pm, 4:30pm, 8:00pm 

Nederlands Dans Theater “An Evening
With Sol Leon and Paul Lightfoot” (NR)
2hrs 35min 

7:30pm 

Please Subscribe: A Documentary
About YouTubers (PG-13) 1hr 17min 
7:30pm

AMC Criterion 6 
1313 Third St.
(310) 395-1599

Movie 43 (R) 1hr 37min 
11:45am, 2:30pm, 5:10pm, 7:50pm,
10:25pm 

Parker (R) 1hr 58min 
11:15am, 1:55pm, 4:55pm, 7:45pm,
10:30pm 

Bullet to the Head (R) 1hr 31min 
11:30am, 2:10pm, 4:40pm, 7:20pm,
9:50pm 

Les Miserables (PG-13) 2hrs 37min 
11:15am, 2:40pm, 6:15pm, 10:00pm 

Silver Linings Playbook (R) 2hrs
11:10am, 2:00pm, 4:50pm, 7:40pm,
10:30pm 

Mama (PG-13) 1hr 40min 
11:20am, 1:50pm, 4:25pm, 7:10pm,
10:00pm

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES
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■ California activist Jonathan
Frieman finally got his day in court
in January, but a Marin County
judge quickly rejected his argument
that he is entitled to use the state's
carpool lanes accompanied only by
a sheath of corporate papers in the
passenger seat. (During the 2012
Republican primaries, Mitt Romney
famously asserted a corporation's
general right under the law to be
treated as a "person.") The judge
decided that the state legislature's
carpool law was intended only to
reduce traffic clutter and that driv-
ing with no passenger except cor-
porate papers was unrelated to that
goal. Frieman told reporters that he
had been carrying the papers
around for years, hoping to be chal-
lenged.
■ China's national legislature
passed a law in December to estab-
lish that people have a duty to visit
their aged parents periodically.
China's rapid urbanization has not
developed nursing homes and simi-
lar facilities to keep pace with the
population, and sponsors of the law
said it would give the parents a
legal right to sue their children for
ignoring them.

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

ddyyssllooggiissttiicc
\\  ddiiss--lluuhh--JJIISS--ttiikk  \\    ,,  aaddjjeeccttiivvee;;
1. conveying disapproval or cen-
sure; not complimentary or eulo-
gistic.

WORD UP!

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

King Features Syndicate

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving
Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure
out which numbers are missing.
Then, based on the other numbers in
the row and column of each blank
cell, find which of the missing num-
bers will work. Eliminating numbers
will eventually lead you to the
answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

1997– The so-called Big
Three banks in

Switzerland announce the creation
of a $71 million fund to aid Holocaust
survivors and their families.

2000– Russian forces
massacre at least 60

civilians in the Novye Aldi suburb
of Grozny, Chechnya.

2004– Twenty-three
Chinese people

drown when a group of 35 cockle-
pickers are trapped by rising tides
in Morecambe Bay, England.
Twenty-one bodies are recovered.

2004– Rebels from the
R e v o l u t i o n a r y

Artibonite Resistance Front cap-
ture the city of Gonaïves, starting
the 2004 Haiti rebellion.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Draw Date: 2/1

1  30  32  40  41
Meganumber: 17
Jackpot: $19M

Draw Date: 2/2

7  12  15  17  37
Meganumber: 25
Jackpot: $19M

Draw Date: 2/4

1  21  32  35  38

Draw Date: 2/4

MIDDAY: 6 3 9
EVENING: 9 2 9

Draw Date: 2/4

1st: 05 California Classic
2nd: 08 Gorgeous George
3rd: 02 Lucky Star
RACE TIME: 1:49.36

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy
of the winning number information, mistakes can
occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will
prevail. Complete game information and prize
claiming instructions are available at California
Lottery retailers. Visit the California State Lottery
web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

MYSTERY REVEALED! Daniel Archuleta  daniela@smdp.com
Reader Katherine Hobson correctly identified this photo of the Jill Roberts boutique on Montana
Avenue. She will receive a prize from the Daily Press. Check out Wednesday’s paper for anoth-
er chance to win.  Send your mystery photos to editor@smdp.com to be used in future issues. 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $7.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 30¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display
ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$750 per day. Up to 15 words, 30 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Employment
ATTENTION LEGAL SECRETARIES, LE-
GAL AIDES, PARALEGALS, LAW OFFICE 
MANAGERS AND STAFF
Great opportunity for extra income 
through referrals. We are a legal docu-
ment courier service looking to expand 
our business and pay top referral fees 
for new accounts set up at area law of-
fices, to inquire further, please email 
bsberkowitz@aol.com or call 
310-748-8019

COMMISSION SALES Position selling our 
messenger services. Generous on-going 
commission. Work from home. To in-
quire further please email 
bsberkowitz@aol.com or call 
310-748-8019.  Ask for Barry.

HOUSEKEEPER, ERRANDS. My great 
housekpr is a hard worker, fast, honest, 
smart, thorough. Available T, W or Fri. 
Fluent English. Does food shopping, 
other errands. CA drivers lic. Call 
Marge 650-430-5252. Reference 
310-453-1892.

Santa Monica CPA firm offers 2 window 
offices plus admin space for sub-lease 
in full service suite. Use of facilities, 
conference room and receptionist avail-
able. Rental rates commensurate with 
needs. Contact Sam Biggs 
310/450-0875 or sbiggs@biggsco.com

Taxi drivers needed. Age 23 or older, 
H-6 DMV report required. Independent 
Contractor Call 310-566-3300

TUTOR, 20 yr TEACHER. Elem level 
reading, writing, math, P.E. CA creden-
tial. Can come to your home. Call 
Marge at 650-430-5252.

For Rent
Furnished room for rent with private 
bath. Female only. 50+. Ocean view 
across from beach. Non-smoker. Light 
kitchen privileges. Rec. center with pool 
Utilities included. $850/month. Call 
Jean at 310-454-5195

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310)869-7901

11937 Foxboro Dr. 3Bd + 3Bth house 
in Brentwood. $4590 per month. No 
pets. Double garage. Hdwd floors. 2 

fireplaces.

645 Oxford Ave. 2Bd + 1.75 Bth. 
Striking house in three unit dwelling. 

2 levels. Private roof top deck. 
Walk-in closets. Will consider pet. 
$3900 with all utilities [electricity, 

gas, water and trash] paid by land-
lord. MUST C!

2125 Stewart St. 1 Bd + 1 Bth. Park 
like settings, hdwd floors, pet ok, 

street parking only, laundry onsite. 
$1545 per month

WE HAVE MORE VACANCIES ON THE 
WESTSIDE. MOST BUILDINGS PET 

FRIENDLY.

www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

For Rent

Real Estate
$1195 - Best Location in West LA. Near 
Pico-South Sepulveda Blvd. Very nice 1 
Bedroom & 1 Bath Upper. HW Flooring- 
2606 South Sepulveda 310 666 8360. 

Large Double Garage, Best Location 
West LA.  2606 South Sepulveda. $295 
Monthly. 310 666 8360

Bookkeeping Services

Accounting & Bookkeeping Service
Call (310)977-7935

Services
MEALS ON WHEELS WEST(Santa Monica, 
Pac.Pal, Malibu, Marina del Rey, To-
panga)Urgently needed volunteers/driv-
ers/assistants to deliver meals to the 
homebound in our community M-F from 
10:30am to 1pm. Please help us feed 
the hungry.

Services

Handyman

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

SPECIALISTS IN ALL 
DAMAGE REPAIR

“EXPERT IN GREEN CONCEPTS”

Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z
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Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Experience 
Tranquility & Freedom from Stress 
through Nurturing & Caring touch in a 
total healing environment. Lynda, LMT: 
310-749-0621

PROPERTIES FOR LEASE

1702 Wellesley Ave., Los Angeles

House for Lease
$3,450.00, 2bd/1.75ba, + Den, patio

Cat ok, 1yr lease, 1car garage

1453 14th Street, Santa Monica

Retail Space for LEASE
Approx. 2,020 sq.ft., 
Rate: 5,590.80/mo

3 parking spaces, 3yrs. Lease.

3112 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

Retail Space for LEASE
500sq. ft., rate: $1,500.00/mo,    

1yr. + lease
1parking space

Sullivan-Dituri Co. 
310-453-3341 /

www.sullivan-dituri.com

$7.50 A DAY LINER ADS! 
F o r  t h e  f i r s t  1 5  w o rd s .
CALL TODAY (310) 458-7737

RUN YOUR
DBAs IN THE 
DAILY PRESS
FOR ONLY
$45
PUBLISH YOUR ALREADY
FILED DBA AND FILE A

PROOF OF PUBLICATION

(310) 458-7737
www.smdp.com/dba

Call us
today!
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