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By The Associated Press

Actress Meg Ryan won a three-
year restraining order Monday
against a stalker who claims he’s her
husband and broke into a Malibu
home he thought belonged to the
“Kate & Leopold” star.

Last year, John Michael Hughes
was convicted for trying to sneak
firearms into the Crawford, Texas,
ranch of then President-elect George
W. Bush in December 2000.

Hughes, 30, of Navarre, Fla., was
sentenced to six months in jail and
released last August after pleading
guilty to the misdemeanor Bush charge.

On Jan. 6, he was arrested at a
Malibu home that belonged to Andrea
and Tomas Ryan, but the owners were
not related to the actress.

Sheriff’s deputies searched
Hughes’ car and found whiskey, wine,
$2,700 in cash, a magazine featuring
Ryan on the cover and a night vision
scope, according to court documents.

Hughes faces a misdemeanor
charge of unauthorized entry for the
break-in.

Meg Ryan, meanwhile, sought a
restraining order against the man in
Santa Monica Superior Court.

The star of “You’ve Got Mail” and
“Proof of Life” did not appear in the

courtroom Monday, but sent a state-
ment saying Hughes’ actions were
“alarming” and “caused me to be
concerned and fearful for me and my
family’s safety.”

Hughes, sporting a yellow jail
jumpsuit and dark circles under his
eyes, acted as his own attorney.

Judge Alan Haber asked him about
his alleged relationship with Ryan.

“Meg has been my wife for over a
year now,” Hughes said, adding that
Ryan was denying their relationship
because she was angry. “My wife is a
little upset with an incident we had a
few months ago.”

He claimed he married the actress
on Nov. 11 at a ceremony in
Vancouver, Canada.

In reality, the 40-year-old Ryan is
the single mother of a 9-year-old son
and was divorced last year from actor
Dennis Quaid. She was later linked
romantically to actor Russell Crowe,
her “Proof of Life” co-star, but that
relationship has since ended.

Psychiatrist David Glaser, hired
by Ryan to testify at the hearing,
said Hughes represented a danger to
the actress.

“There’s not a fiber of doubt in my
mind that Mr. Hughes is delusional,”
Glaser testified.

Ryan gets restraining
order against stalker

Appeals court battle over
ban on ATM fees gears up 
BY DAVE DANFORTH
Daily Press staff writer

While Santa Monica’s battle to ban
ATM fees intensifies, the court file contin-
ues to grow.

When big banks attacked Santa Monica’s
bid to stop them from double-charging cus-
tomers who use ATM machines, what fol-
lowed was a battle over obscure laws and
fine print. 

But you’d never know it from the reams
of briefs appearing before federal judges.
The legal niceties are buried in an avalanche
of economic arguments about unfair compe-
tition, free choice and bank consolidation.

The new arguments, appearing in law
briefs from groups claiming an interest in
the ATM fee case, focus less on legal argu-
ment and more on simple persuasion.

Now in the hands of a U.S. Appeals court
in San Francisco, a judge will determine if
ATM fees are predatory pricing or a money
grab bag for banks. Lawyers for Santa
Monica and San Francisco — both cities
that attempted to ban ATM fees — present-
ed oral arguments in the case last month. It’s
unknown when the circuit court will rule on
the appeal. 

Cities fight for the little guy

The national battle began in April 1996,
when two large banking networks cleared
the way for surcharges by lifting restrictions

Predatory pricing or
money grab for banks?

See ATM, page 4

City provided ‘doctored’
info, neighborhood says
ANDREW H. FIXMER
Daily Press staff writer

The Santa Monica City Council was
given “fraudulent” and “misleading” infor-
mation about the number of cars a new park-
ing structure would generate when they
approved it years ago, the lawyer for a near-
by neighborhood said Monday.

“City officials looked at a map in their
offices and marked arbitrary intersections,”
said Lee Grant, attorney for the Pico
Neighborhood Association. “They never
counted one car at any of these intersections.
The city council was given doctored, fraud-
ulent information.”

Attorneys for the city and the college dis-
agreed, arguing that the court should not
take into account data from the most recent
study because it wasn’t available when the
project was approved.

“Environmental impact studies take a lot
of time to prepare and of course things are
going to change,” said Cara E. Silver deputy
city attorney. “(The city) tried to take into
account future improvements but we could
only use the information we had at the time.
Therefore it would not be appropriate to take

into account other studies after the (report)
was approved by the city council.”

The city report done before the project
began found only 750 new vehicles would
cross the intersection at Pico Boulevard and
Seventeenth Street. But when city officials
studied the same intersection in March 2001
for a separate project, they estimated traffic
increases would be closer 4,200 cars.

The traffic consultant the city hired for
the parking garage project chose not to study

Lawyer charges fraud
over parking impacts

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
Attorneys representing Meg Ryan speak to reporters Monday outside
the Santa Monica Courthouse. The actress was awarded a restrain-
ing order against a Florida man.

See PARKING, page 3

“(The city) tried to take 
into account future

improvements but we 
could only use the 
information we had 

at the time.”

— CARA E. SILVER
Deputy city attorney
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ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★★★ Speak your mind directly. Others love
brainstorming with you if you can remain open.
Manifest the ability to grow and develop in a new
direction. Friends surround you, ready to pitch in and
make your life easier. Emphasize your goals. Tonight:
Make an important meeting.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★ Deal with others on a one-on-one level. What
makes sense to someone else will eventually make
sense to you, once you have a lengthy conversation. Let
someone give you necessary feedback. Work on money
agreements. A boss has good advice. Listen. Tonight:
Get together with a special friend. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★★★ Others reach out for you. Let someone
express what’s on his or her mind, even if it is on your
dime. Make other calls as well. Take an overview when
others present their points of view. Popularity could
make your work difficult to complete. Express concern.
Tonight: Follow someone’s suggestion.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★ Deal directly with someone. Your sense of
humor comes out while others seem to be struggling for
answers. Be willing to reorganize your work if need be.
Reach out for a partner or associate who has unusual
savvy. Verify what you hear. Tonight: Off to the gym.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★★ Allow your imagination to emerge. Your
brightness and directness make a difference to those
you deal with. Creativity emerges if you work with
someone and let this person take responsibility. Remain
confident. You can pass the limelight to someone else.
Tonight: Ever playful.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★ Your family reverses a stance, knowing clearly
what is important to them. Now the decision is up to
you. Allow someone to explain his or her opinions,
though certainly put in your two cents. Every person
has strengths. Mobilize strengths, not weaknesses.
Tonight: Get a good night’s sleep.

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have: 
★★★★★ -Dynamic  ★★★★ -Positive  ★★★ -Average  ★★ -So-so  ★ -Difficult

Libra, flirt the night away!

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★★ Meetings continue to be a source of success.
You always do well in a group, especially right now. A
partner or associate needs your time and attention.
Work as a team, and success follows you. Feedback
gives unusual insight. Return calls. Tonight: Flirt the
night away. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★ Your finances could cause distress if you’re not
careful. Be sure about what is financially important to
you, especially with home, family and long-term
investments. What keeps running through your mind
could be valid. Speak. Tonight: Pay bills.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★★ You beam, and others note the glow. Speak
your mind openly to a loved one. Trust that this person
will listen. You might want to share your opinions, but
also make it a point to make them interesting. Express
your dynamic personality. Tonight: Just ask.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★ Settle down. Don’t feel like you need to express
every idea today, right now! Mull over a financial deci-
sion, getting feedback. Your intuition takes you down
many paths and directions. Listen to your inner voice.
Right now, you don’t need others’ opinions. Tonight:
Curl up with a good book.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★★ Friends surround you. Network and use your
ability to relate to many. Right now, you do well in
meetings. Present ideas in front of many people rather
than one-on-one. Your intelligence guides a decision,
but so does someone’s feedback. Review a matter close
to your heart. Tonight: Be where your friends are.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★ You cannot get around a boss’s demands. This
person wants what he or she wants and will not settle
for less. You know what you think, but you might be
wise to hush up. Use your intuition when dealing
with a higher-up and eliminate a problem. Tonight: In
the limelight.

“Always be smarter than people who hire you.”
— Lena Horne
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By The Associated Press

A construction worker became
trapped in a hole on a Pacific Palisades
hillside for 90 minutes Monday before
firefighters rescued him in apparent
good condition.

The man was able to walk after being
dug out by firefighters, but he was taken

to a hospital for examination, Fire
Department spokesman Jim Wells said.

The man, in his late 20s or 30s, was
not immediately identified.

The cause of the accident was not
immediately known. Firefighters had
clear dirt from around the man and shore
up the hole to extricate him.
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Natural gas
leak triggers
explosion
By Daily Press staff

One person was injured and two
apartments were destroyed Friday night

after a leaking natural gas line sparked
an explosion at a building on the 1300
block of Berkeley Street.

The hurt person was treated at the scene
for minor injuries, according to the Santa
Monica Fire Department. Two of the
building’s seven apartments were deemed
“unsafe to enter” by the fire department,
while a third was damaged. The explosion
occurred at about 8 p.m. Friday.

A contractor had worked on a heater
in one of the damaged units earlier that
day, the fire department said.

Man rescued from hole
in Pacific Palisades

The Associated Press
A Los Angeles city firefighter calls instructions as others, unseen in the
hole at lower right, work to free a construction worker trapped when
loose soil caved in on him, burying him up to his chin.The hole was being
drilled in the side of a hillside for support pilings.

more intersections in the Pico neighbor-
hood because many were not through
streets and traffic data suggested students
traveling to the parking structure would
not cross through residential neighbor-
hoods, Silver said.

“According to the study, the traffic
paths students are expected to travel
would not take them through many resi-
dential neighborhoods,” Silver said. 

City officials said 39 percent of stu-
dents are expected to come from the free-
way to the west, while an additional 14
percent would arrive from north, travel-
ing through the residential portion of the

Pico neighborhood.
Silver said that studies found only

small traffic increases at the intersections
of Olympic and Pico Boulevard with 17th
Street, which  therefore meant that inter-
sections with Delaware Avenue and
Michigan Avenue to the north would not
be affected.

“We found there would be no increase
to the south (of Pico) so we assumed the
same would go for the intersections at
Delaware and Michigan,” Silver said. “Of
course if there is no increase at Olympic
Boulevard and Pico Boulevard, there
wouldn’t be a change north of there too.”

Grant said because the information
provided in the original report was incor-

rect, the entire document should be
revoked and a new study done.

Pico residents want the city and the
college to include the new data in the new
study they’re requesting, and possibly
force the college to move the parking
garage to another intersection. 

“Any new EIR will use the same
fraudulent data, and new construction
projects would further compound the
problem by referencing the same bad
information,” Grant said.

However, the parking structure is
expected to be fully operational in less
than a month because the lawsuit never
asked that construction be delayed.  

Judge Terry B. Friedman said he would
study each side’s arguments and would
“expeditiously” make a decision in writ-
ing.

“There’s a lot to look over in this
case,” said Chris Harding, attorney for
the college. “It will take some time to sort
through it all.”

Neighborhood may force college to move garage 
PARKING, from page 1

By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — A federal judge
on Monday sentenced a hacker who used
the aliases “Shadow Knight” and “Dark
Lord” to 21 months in prison for breaking
into computers belonging to NASA,
Oregon State University and an Internet
service provider.

U.S. District Judge Dean D. Pregerson
sentenced Jason Allen Diekman, 20, of
Mission Viejo on three hacking cases that
included the wiring of money through
Western Union Corp., and the stealing of
credit card numbers and 8,000 minutes of
long distance services from AT&T Corp.

Diekman has been jailed without bail
since April 18, 2001.

The judge also ordered Diekman to pay
$87,736 restitution, and once he is
released, Diekman’s computer use will be
restricted for three years.

While free on bond after pleading
guilty in November 2000 to charges of
hacking NASA’s Jet Propulsion
Laboratory in Pasadena and NASA com-
puters at Stanford University, Diekman
used his home computer to hack into the
Oregon State University system in
Corvallis 33 times through April 2001.

In the third case filed by the U.S. attor-
ney in San Jose, Diekman pleaded guilty
in September 2001 to federal charges of
hacking into Internet Solutions Inc., an
Internet service provider, causing $50,000
damage.

Federal judge sentences
NASA hacker to prison
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Santa Monica
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they had previously imposed. Banks were
charging customers $2 as a “foreign fee”
to use another bank’s machine. 

Then came the “surcharge” — another
$1.50 fee, tacked on directly by the “for-
eign” bank owning the ATM. It was wide-
ly scorned as a money grab by banks but
the banks claimed they actually lost money
— $8,000 on average — on each ATM. 

Consumer advocates and some state
attorney generals scoffed at the notion,
claiming that banks were profiting hand-
somely by firing tellers while customers
turned to ATMs for cash.

Both Santa Monica and San Francisco
are dominated by Bank of America and
Wells Fargo, with a market share of 72
percent in San Francisco and 86 percent in
Santa Monica, according to the Santa
Monica city attorney.

In October of 1999, the Santa Monica
City Council, dubbed by some as the rul-
ing authority in a “people’s republic,”
prohibited banks from charging ATM
fees. Three weeks later, San Francisco
voters followed suit. The day after the San
Francisco vote, the banks sued

Joined by the California Bankers
Association, banks won a federal judge’s
order a few days later temporarily setting
aside the ban. By July of 2000, U.S.
District Judge Vaughn Walker in San
Francisco ruled the ban was “preempted”
by the Congressional National Bank Act,
a law passed in 1863 that allows banks to
charge whatever they want as part of nor-
mal business practice.

Proponents of the ban said the com-
bined $3.50 fee amounted to 17.5 percent
for a $20 cash withdrawal. Banks claim
the bans are impermissible because they
are allowed under federal charters to
charge whatever fees they want.

When federal judges recently heard
arguments in appeal, they heard attorneys

general from California, Nevada and
Minnesota, as well as the California
Public interest Research Group and con-
sumer groups arguing for the ban. The
banks enlisted big business groups. 

But the most strident arguments
against the ban came from the Pacific
Legal Foundation, which weighed in for
free enterprise, indexing one of its argu-
ments as “There’s no free lunch.”

Where the cities claimed the surcharges
were aiding big banks by forcing cus-
tomers to switch to them and avoid fees,
Pacific Legal Foundation said the real
story was entirely different. It argued that
small banks that can’t afford ATMs, don’t
deserve to survive, and if customers don’t
like the ATM fees, they could switch to the
“cash back” feature of debit cards.

Banks get big backing

Lurking behind the economic argu-
ments is the Office of the Comptroller of
the Currency, the division of the Treasury
Department that not only regulates
nationally-chartered banks, but also
fights off consumer activists that want to
protect customers from predatory activi-
ties like paycheck lending with 300 per-
cent interest rates. 

The OCC is maintaining a “political
agenda,” noted consumer groups, arguing
that the OCC competes to persuade banks
to become chartered by it, rather than by
the states. The OCC has issued several
opinions in banking law that gives
Congress the sole authority to regulate
banks and fees. States and consumer
groups say that’s not true; that parallel
banking laws have specifically invited
regulators to come in with stricter con-
sumer protections on banks.

The banking industry scoffs at cities
like Santa Monica and San Francisco for
attempting to “re-structure competition in
the banking industry.” 

The cities, however, are taking aim at
the OCC, urging the judges to “remind the
agency of its duty to uphold, rather than
find ways for banks to avoid the law.”

And the Pacific Legal Foundation
claims the ban amounts to “government-
imposed wealth distribution” and that
$3.50 is a small price to pay for the abil-
ity to get a machine to deliver up to $300
in cash on demand at 3 a.m. in spots as
obscure as Kazakhstan. 

On one Pacific Legal Foundation
claim both sides are likely to agree:
Consumers, it says, are “neither lazy, nor
stupid, nor helpless.” While the argument
backs the notion that they can avoid ATM
fees if they try hard enough, in Santa
Monica and San Francisco, customers
chose to illustrate those traits by passing
the ban.

Federal government backs
banks in ATM fee battle
ATM, from page 1

The banking industry
scoffs at cities like 

Santa Monica and San
Francisco for attempting to
“re-structure competition
in the banking industry.”



BY PAULINE JELINEK
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON —
American forces have
returned to investigate
claims they killed the
wrong people in a raid in
Afghanistan, and they
should apologize on the
spot if the claims prove
true, Secretary of Defense
Donald H. Rumsfeld said
Monday.

U.S. soldiers have gone
to the area in Uruzgan
province where special
forces killed 15 or 16 peo-
ple and arrested 27 in a
nighttime raid two weeks
ago, Rumsfeld told a
Pentagon press conference.

Responding to a ques-
tion, he said he had no
information about reports
that the Americans were
apologizing for mistakes
and had been paying
$1,000 to the family of
each man killed in the raid.

“I do know that U.S.
soldiers have gone back
into the area, I believe with
Afghans, to try to deter-
mine the facts,” he said.

“I would hope that if, in
the course of that, they dis-
cover that somebody was
in fact killed who should

not have been killed ... that
American forces would
express apologies. I can’t
say that I know that, but I
would hope they would.”

After days of insisting
they had struck the right
people, Pentagon officials
said last week they would
investigate the incident.
The interim Afghan gov-
ernment led by Hamid
Karzai said it also was
investigating.

On the subject of
reported payments to fami-
lies, Rumsfeld said
Monday:

“I know nothing about
that,” he said. Rumsfeld
said he recalled Karzai
telling someone in the U.S.
military that “in the event
that it turns out that people
were in fact killed who
were friendly to the inter-
im government, that would
be unfortunate and it
would be helpful if some
way could be found to
compensate them.”

The Pentagon has
insisted U.S. special forces
attacked a legitimate mili-
tary target in the raid on 
an ammunition dump 
that intelligence analysts
believed al-Qaida or
Taliban forces were using.

But some Afghans said
Taliban renegades were
handing over weapons to
Karzai’s government at the
site. They said some pro-
Karzai figures were killed
and others, including a
police chief, his deputy
and members of a district
council, were among those
arrested.

Meanwhile, the top
Marine Corps general for
Central Asia and the Persian
Gulf is moving his com-
mand post from Hawaii to
Bahrain in another sign that
the U.S. anti-terror cam-
paign in Afghanistan and
elsewhere won’t be over
any time soon.
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By The Associated Press

TRENTON, Mich. — A judge is being criticized for
flipping a coin to decide where children of divorced par-
ents would spend Christmas.

The children’s grandfather, Norman Bresinski, has
threatened to file a judicial misconduct complaint against
Wayne County Circuit Judge Helen Brown.

“In 22 years of being in local, state and federal courts,
I’ve never seen anything like this,” said Bresinski, a for-
mer police sergeant. “She made a mockery of the judicial
process.”

Brown, 53, wouldn’t discuss the incident. Brown’s boss
criticized the move.

“Tossing a coin to resolve a parenting time dispute is
unacceptable,” Wayne County Circuit Co-Chief Judge
Mary Beth Kelly told the Detroit Free Press for Monday’s
editions. She said it displays a lack of sensitivity for the
seriousness of the process.

The Dec. 14 coin toss determined that Bresinski’s
granddaughters would spend Christmas with their father,
not their grandparents, who had custody of the girls at the
time.

Philip Colista, former chairman of the Michigan
Judicial Tenure Commission, said the coin flip violated
Michigan court rules. He said judges are supposed to
decide issues based on the law, the facts and the best inter-
est of the children.

The lawyer for the girls’ father, David Bousquette, said
the judge wasn’t legally obliged to give the Bresinskis any
consideration in the decision.

“I think the judge was trying to get them to work it out,”
Ronald D’Avanzo said. “I don’t think she did it in any way
to abrogate her decision making.”

Judge flips coin to
decide where kids
spend holidays

Muhammed Sadek/Associated Press
Palestinian children carrying signs calling for the Liberation of Palestine
run from tear gas fired by Israeli troops during minor clashes in the West
Bank town of Ramallah on Monday.

Little ones for liberationU.S. investigates wrong
killing in Afghanistan

BY BILL CORMIER
Associated Press Writer

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina —
President Eduardo Duhalde took the
unprecedented step Monday of sus-
pending all court challenges to an
unpopular banking freeze for 180 days
in an attempt to shore up the teetering
financial system.

The move, outlined in an executive
decree, follows a surprise Supreme
Court ruling Friday declaring the
banking restrictions unconstitutional
and sets up a likely showdown among
the three branches of government.

The restrictions, which severely
limit access to Argentines’ savings
deposits and triggered mass protests,
were imposed Dec. 1 by Duhalde’s

predecessor to stop a run on the banks.
Argentines had removed $2 billion
from their bank accounts in one day
alone.

Duhalde has said that giving
Argentines unfettered access to their
savings accounts risks collapse of the
financial system and could even spur
some foreign banks to pull out of the
country.

“We will allow the people to spend
their money, but we will have to take
great care with our next steps so that
the financial system doesn’t collapse,”
Duhalde told reporters Monday.

He said he hoped to bring greater
stability to the economy so that later
this year he could begin relaxing the
banking restrictions further.

Lawyer Gregorio Badeni, a consti-

tutional expert, told The Associated
Press he thought the decree was high-
ly questionable.

“First of all, it is not valid because
no one can stop people from going to
the courts to defend their rights,” said
Badeni, adding that a 180-day suspen-
sion goes far beyond what is reason-
able.

“In this case, you just can’t tell
someone that their cases before the
judiciary are being suspended; you
cannot deny a person the right to
access to the courts.”

The decree came after a weekend
in which Duhalde’s economy minister
rolled out a broad recovery plan that
includes a move to float the peso
against the dollar fully for the first
time in 11 years, starting Wednesday.

Argentine president suspends all
court challenges to banking freeze
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

Woman allegedly stabs boyfriend in butt
In October, police in Fairbanks, Alaska, charged Gail Bergman, 41, with second-degree

assault for stabbing her live-in boyfriend in the buttocks with two paring knives in a domes-
tic squabble. Bergman denied it, claiming that the boyfriend actually showed up at the door
that night naked with the two knives already stuck in him. According to police, Bergman's
main concern seemed to be that she had finally relocated the knives: "I've been asking him
where those knives have been for the last three weeks. Why is he walking around town with
knives sticking out of his butt?"

GET NOTICED!
ADVERTISE!

100% ORGANIC NEWS ...
PICKED FRESH DAILY.

Santa Monica Daily Press
310.458.7737

Fax: 310.576.9913
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Great Labels
WANTED:  Anything Hermes, Chanel, Louis Vuitton,

Gucci, Pucci clothing and accessories.

WE PAY CASH or CONSIGN!
Call Andrea at: 310-451-2277

1126 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica CA 90401

Yard Sales
HUGE ANNUAL Church Rum-
mage sale.  Saturday, Feb. 9th  
8:30 am.  1015 California Ave.  
SM  We have everything and 
more!

Employment
ADMIN ASSISTANT to Presi-
dent.  Small investment compa-
ny.  Requires MS/word,Excel, 
AOL, 50-60 wpm., 3-5 years ex-
perience, phones, investor rela-
tions, travel arrangements.  Fax 
resume (310)827-5541

EARLY MORNING delivery 
driver.  Must have vehicle and 
clean driving record.  Position 
available immediately. 
(310)458-7737

ESTHETICIAN/MASSAGE 
ROOM available in busy hair 
and skin salon.  Credit card 
processing, parking, great envi-
ronment w/ fun people.  Call 
Peter or just drop by 13114 
Washington Blvd., MDR 
(310)383-0357

FACILITY MANAGER Small 
west side school seeks organ-
ized, motivated manager to su-
pervise crew.  Exp. preferred. 
32+hours/wk. AM’s Mon-Fri, 
some flexibility, call (310)451-
5657

FINISH CARPENTERS Experi-
ence in fine custom residential 
required, 3yrs minimum.  Must 
have references & tools. 
Call(310)822-0685, fax ref. to 
(310) 822-0785

FLORAL DESIGNER needed 
for flower shop in Century City.  
Please call (310)785-0669

GENERAL OFFICE Assistant 
for busy Santa Monica consult-
ing firm.  Heavy Data Entry and 
phones.  Brains a requirement!  
Hard workers only need apply. 
Contact: martha@steinbrun-
hughes.com

HAIR STYLIST, ESTHETICIAN 
& RECEPTIONIST wanted for 
Campus Cuts salon at UCLA.  2 
positions open.  Stylist Minimun 
2 years experience. (310)206-
4770

JIFFY LUBE
Customer Service

Join the best and be part of the 
J-Team.  F/T, P/T & Flex. 

hours.  Santa Monica location.  
Retail cashier/calculator exper 

w/ computer knowledge helpful.  
Valid Calif. DL/English required.  

Competitive wages 
w/health/dental/401k & vacation 

benefits.  Must pass 
physical/drug exam. EOE

(562)806-4948

MANICURIST FOR Busy Santa 
Monica Salon.  Full-time, com-
mission or rented.  Open 9am-
8pm. (310)450-8669

MANICURIST FOR busy up-
scale Brentwood Salon.  Lots of 
walk-ins.  Can build very quickly 
full time rent or commission call 
(310)471-5555

NIGHT MANAGER needed for 
Santa Monica Restaurant.  Ex-
perience a must.  Please fax re-
sume to (310)393-6840

PARALEGAL W/3 years or 
more experience; self-starter, 
assertive and organized; able to 
handle heavy client contact; 
suitable writing skills required; 
PI experience necessary; medi-
cal record review exp,; bilingual 
Spanish a plus.  Please email 
resume to kgallo@biren.com

Employment
RETIRE IN two years with a six 
figure residual income.  Part 
Time and Full Time. (888)412-
6921

REWARDING SALES CA-
REER. Int’l firm with 16 years 
success track record seeks ex-
perienced business person M/F 
to sponsor & coach clients on 
maximizing & protecting wealth.  
Comprehensive training & sup-
port.  Call Mr. Kenedy 
(800)600-5149

For Sale

Beachwood computer 
DESK with hutch.  Cabinet 
for CPU and printer. 
Shelves and file drawer as 
well.  6 months old.  $150.  
Picture upon request. 
megan@megdog.com  
Cell: (310) 804-3305

SONY VAIO R505JSlaptop. 
850 MHz, 30G, CDRW/DVD, 
256 MB RAM, 10/100, Windows 
XP, 12.1” Active Matrix screen. 
Super thin, super light and su-
per fast! $2000 (orig. $2496). 
Chris (310)821-5611

Boats
20’ CAL: Good condition.  Com-
pletely stock. Xtra Geona sail. 
Motor. Incl. cust. trailer. $1900
(310)391-4051

24’ ISLANDER ‘66:  6hp Evin-
rude, 6-gal metal tank, radio, 
galley, sleeps 4 $1990 obo 
(310)645-3104

27’BAYLINER BUCCANEER
Great live-aboard, very spa-
cious, aft cabin  MUST SELL! 
$5950 obo.  (310)417-4141

Jewelry
CASH FOR

all kinds of jewelry.
(310)393-1111

Wanted
HOUSE SITTING position want-
ed.  Santa Monica.  Westside. 
Will water lawn and plants. 
Feed and walk pets.  Collect 
mail and newspapers.  Maintain 
household.  Compensation flex-
ible.  Contact Elliot (310)661-
9155

SMOKERS SOUGHT to test 
nicotine 3 treatments at Vet-
erans Affairs Health Service 
in West Los Angeles. NOT a 
quit smoking study.  You 
come once to see physician 
and once for one 7-hour test 
day.  Reimbursement is 
$120 for testing.  Please call 
310-268-3629.

WESTSIDE SUB-LEASE
Sought - Seeking office to lease 
in the Brentwood/SM/West LA
area.  Prefer Brentwood.  1500 
to 2000 square feet.  Can move 
in immediately.  Call (310) 476-
6397, ext. 103.

For Rent
27’ CATALINA, Immac liva-
boad/Cruiser.  Many xtras. 
MdR slip.  $6900 obo (310)892-
4616

PDR: LUXURY Condo 2bd/2ba, 
frplc, 2 balc, pools, jacuzzi, sau-
na, W/D in unit, racquet ball 
courts, security parking, exer-
cise room, all appliances, 1 
year lease $1750 (310)871-
7812

STUDIO SPACE FOR LEASE 
avail 1500sf Santa Monica. AM, 
Eves, Sun, for classes, work-
shops, meetings. E. Pico, Am-
ple Parking.  Karen 310-396-
5990

For Rent

VENICE HOUSE for rent 
$1975. 3+1 Approx. 1000s.f. 
Hrdwd & carpets. Remodeled 
kitchen, pvt. garden.  Very 
clean.  New appliances, inside 
W/D. 2477 Walnut Ave.
Call: (310)395-1880

WHY RENT? You can own a 
home with no money down, no 
closing costs.  Specializing in 
first time home buyers.  United 
International Mortgage Compa-
ny.  Contact Bill Carey. (310) 
780-3522.

PDR MANITOBA West 2bdr + 
loft Condo.  New crpt/paint. 
Pool, spa, hot tub tennis, pad-
dle tennis, gym.  Available now.  
$1700mo Agt Sheila: (310)338-
1311

BRAND NEW state of the art 
building in the heart of Santa 
Monica with live/work apts. Two 
full baths, W/D, stove, dish-
washer, microwave, granite 
countertops, tile floors &  under-
ground parking. 1-2 bedroom 
layouts wired for computer and 
high-speed Internet access, 
multiple phone lines. Reception 
services and personal tele-
phone answering. Use of huge 
balconies, conference rooms, 
hi-speed printers/copiers, AV 
equipment & everything for of-
fice needs is included. Secreta-
rial services if required. Located 
in Santa Monica at 16th & 
Broadway within a mile of SM 
Pier, 3rd St. Promenade and 
Watergarden office complex. 
Please direct all inquiries to 
310-526-0315 or email 
info@1610broadway.com.

MDR LUXURY Silver Strand 
Ocean view, Lrg 2bdr, 2ba. 
Frplc D/W, pool, A/C, tennis, 
sauna, spa, sec, nr bch. $2300. 
(310)306-0363

OFFICE SUBLET; 1, 2, or 3 of-
fices available.  Great location 
in Santa Monica starting @ 
$450.00/month.  available imm-
ed. Steve (310)392-6100

S.M.:  2+1, 3 blocks to beach.  
Huge balcony, parkay floors, 
lndry, prkg. Ocean view. $2100.  
(310)399-1273

SANTA MONICA - 2 bedroom / 
1 bath.  Second floor.  20th & 
Pico.  $1100/month.  (310)273-
6639

SM     $1800 2+2.  Approxi-
mately 1100s.f. 2 car enclosed 
gar. No. of Wilshire Bl. Walk to 
Montana Shops. 2020 Wash-
ington Ave. Call: (310)395-1880

SM $1400 Lg 2 bdrm 1 ba, 
hrdwd fl, lots of closets, stove, 
prkg, ldry rm Quiet area 
(310)396-1644

VENICE BEACH Lrg 1+1 apt. 
Enclosed patio, 1/2  block to 
beach.  N/p w/stv & refrig $1250
(310)641-1149

VENICE:  $1350 1Bdr + 1Ba 
Hdwd floors.  W/D in unit.  1128 
6th Ave. No pets. (310)399-
7235

VENICE:  2bdrm+2bath, park-
ing,1 block from beach, mini 
bar, $1700 + sec. dep. 
(310)305-9659

VENICE:  DUPLEX 2+1  W/D, 
appliances, hardwood floors 
$1700  2 blocks to Abbot Kin-
ney.  N/P 627 San Juan Ave. 
(310)399-7235

For Rent

VENICE:  Lrg 1+1 w/grt lite. 
Huge closet, stove, W/D on site.  
Off the canals.  $1325 
(310)305-8109

VENICE: 3+2, Lrg, sunny up-
per unit, 4 plex.  French doors, 
balcony, parking. $2100 
(310)581-5379

VENICE: ON BOARDWALK
Sec. building.  Clean 1bd/loft 
bdrm+1.2 level balcony. 
w/vu.frig, stv., D/W, lndry, gtd, 
prkg. $1850. (310)823-6349

Commercial Lease
BRAND NEW, state of the art 
executive suites in the heart of 
Santa Monica. All offices have 
operable windows, 18-ft. high 
ceilings, view of ocean & mtns. 
Wired for computer and hi-
speed Internet access, multiple 
phone lines. Reception services 
& personal phone answering. 
Use of huge balconies, confer-
ence rooms, hi-speed 
printer/copiers, AV equipment & 
everything for office needs in-
cluded. Secretarial services if 
required. Located in SM at 16th 
& Broadway, within a mile of 
SM Pier, 3rd St. Promenade & 
Watergarden office complex. 
Please direct all inquiries to 
310-526-0315 or email 
info@1610broadway.com.

Vehicles for sale
1970 VW Bug in good condi-
tion, new floors, upholstery. 
$1800 or best offer.  Call 
(323)259-8500

1993 Nissan ALTIMA, black 
with leather interior.  Low 
miles.  Good condition. 
New paint.  Email: meg-
an@megdog.com  Cell: 
(310) 804-3305

93 FORD ESCORT, black, 
hatchback, automatic, a/c, pow-
er, excellent condition!  $3000 
obo (310) 207-5060 ext. 201

96 VOLVO 850 turbo, teal blue 
with tan interior 61,000 miles 
(310)280-0840

HOT ACURA Practically Brand 
New!  2001 Acura CL 3.2 Type 
S Coupe.  Red, 2-door, front 
wheel drive.  Leather interior, all 
the amenities.  26,500 miles. 
Perfect condition. $26,500. 
Call(310)472-4499

Services

AT YOUR SERVICE!
Professional Personal Assis-

tant.  Strong office skills.  Great 
references, reliable transporta-

tion. (310)452-4310

BUSINESS WRITER/MEDIA re-
lations specialist: offers 16 
years experience in public rela-
tions and investor relations 
available for short and long-ter 
m assignments.  Call Jane to-
day to implement strategy for 
improved media coverage and 
increased customer/investor in-
terest (310)452-4310

Services
CHILD & ELDERLY CARE: Ex-
perienced Mature, female, veg-
etarian available immeadiately 
for caregiving. Xlnt references. 
Call Omanasa (310)314-8248

CHILD CARE: Mature, intelli-
gent, kind & compassionate. 
Former nursery school experi-
ence. References available. 
Audry Norris (310)854-2053

COMPUTER DOCTOR - Re-
pairs, Tutoring, Web Design, 
Patient, Reliable. Russell 
(310)709-7595

DESIGN DRAWINGS Interior-
Exterior.  Drawings can help 
you avoid costly mistakes & 
better visualize your remodel 
projects.  30 years experience.  
References. (310)836-4797

ELDERLY CARE PROVIDER
Living in Santa Monica, immedi-

ately available for full or part 
time work.  References availa-
ble upon request.  Please call 

Lita (310)394-3197

ELECTRICAL WORK all 
types.  Reasonable rates. 
$35.00 Service Call.  25 
years experience.

(310) 453-4400

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTANT
available to come to your 
home/business and help clean-
up, free-up and organize your fi-
nances.  Professional services 
included; Quicken / Quickbooks 
set-up and management, estab-
lishing on-line banking services, 
accounting, payroll, employee 
benefits and other professional 
matters.  Flexible weekly / 
monthly programs and excellent 
references.  Please call Roland. 
(310)230-2341

FRIENDLY & SKILLED  Com-
puter Support Services.  Setup, 
upgrade, internet connections & 
networks.  Home or Office, 
Westide (310)663-3644.  Rea-
sonable Rates.

GARDEN CONSULTANT Mov-
ing?  Add thousands of $$$’s to 
property value by enhancing 
curb appeal.  Let me help.  Res-
onable rates & references. 
Free Estimate.  Mary Kay Gor-
don (310)264-0272

GRAPHIC DESIGN
Give your business a profes-
sional look.  Brochures, 
newsletters, directories, pro-
grams, logos, letterhead, etc.  
Ask about stationary pack-
ages.  Call Grace K. @ (310) 
452-0020

GUITAR LESSONS - For All 
Ages.  Fun, -fast-paced and 
based around students indi-
vidual musical interest.  Pop-
ular, rock, classical, finger-
styles, Improvisation.  Learn 
sight/tab reading, techni-
ques, theory, barre chords, 
composition, ear training and 
much more on electric or 
acoustic.  Student may also 
develop beginning piano 
skills, voice development 
with an experienced private 
guitar teacher who enjoys 
teaching.  One hour sessions 
are only $35.00.  Discounts 
are available.  

Voice Mail: (310) 588-5810 
SantaMonicaMan@aol.com.

KNITTING LESSONS Yarn, 
Supplies, Patterns, Finishing & 
Design, STICH & ROW, Knitting 
Arts Center, 15200 Sunset 
Blvd., Suite 111, Pacific Pali-
sades (310)230-9902

Services
PET STOPS WEST Boston’s 
Finest Daily and Vacation pet 
sitting service for over a decade 
comes to Santa Monica.  Li-
censed, bonded, insured. 
(310)264-7193

SPANISH TEACHER/TUTOR,
Santa Monica native speaker w/ 
M.A. from U. of MI Berlitz 
trained.  Convers/Grammer, all 
levels/ages.  Fun.  Lissette 
(310)260-1255

TENNIS LESSONS Learn the 
game of tennis (effortlessly). 
Have fun!  Get in shape. 
Group/private.  Call Now!  Intro 
lesson free.  Certified Instructor 
(310)388-3722

The State-Of-The-Art 
Videoconferencing Solution
Fixed 30 frames per second

Currently being used by; The 
US Navy, Smithsonian Institu-
tion, the Mayors office in San 
Diego and New York, The Uni-
fied School District of San Die-
go, Police and Fire Depart-
ments, Warner Brothers, CNN 
and Turner Networks.  Call to-
day: West Coast Video Phone
(310)392-0799

TUTORING 
K-12 academics, K-adult com-
puter, Learning Disabilities Spe-
cialist.  Reasonable rates.  Wise 
Owl Education (310)209-9032

WANT THE freedom of a wire-
less network at your home/of-
fice?  It’s surprisingly afforda-
ble.  Chris (310)617-3563

Business Opps

$1500/MO.  PT - $4500-
$7200/mo.  FT Int’l Company 
needs Supervisors & Assis-
tants.  Full training.  Free infor-
mation. (866)412-8036 or 
www.kes-homebusiness.com

ATTENTION: WORK from 
home. $500 - $2500/mo PT. 

$3k - $7k/mo FT.  Free booklet.  
(800) 935-5041.  

Dreamtimeisnow.com

EARN A VERY HIGH CASH 
FLOW.  Lend @10% to a fast 
growing firm & get your money 
back in 16-19 months, + earn a 
royalty of 7 TIMES loan 
amount, 60% annual return.  I’ll 
show you this is real over lunch. 
$25K min.  Elliot (310)745-3512

IF YOUR not afraid to speak in 
front of small groups & like the 
idea of unlimited income.  Call 
(877)772-7729 independent as-
soc.

SALES ENTREPRENEURS
wanted.  Gourmet Coffee/Es-
presso Industry.  Invest only 
your time and skill, unlimited in-
come.  (310)675-0717

Health/Beauty

VIACREME FOR women 
works! Developed and recom-
mended by gynecologists. Or-
der vc.com. (310)312-0662

Missing Person

MONICA LYNN DEVITO
05/01/56  Please call home im-
meadiatly.  Others with info 
email: moniphome@aol.com

Lost & Found

FOUND - set of keys with silver 
metal flower keychain.  Found 
at 601 California.  Please call 
(310)458-7737.
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always on,
always fast
“ Since LA Bridge 

installed DSL at my home,

I have found the flexibility

to use the Internet in a 

whole new way.”
__Bill Foster,

Apple Computer

p r e - q u a l i f y  o n l i n e  a t  w w w. L A B r i d g e . c o m
o r  c a l l  3 1 0 . 8 2 3 . 6 4 1 6

BY MICHELLE MORGANTE
Associated Press Writer

SAN DIEGO — The energetic 60-year-old woman
with cropped white hair and seagreen eyes wouldn’t fit
the usual profile of a drug pusher. But inside her cozy
condominium, there’s trouble cooking.

The Drug Enforcement Administration is steeling itself
to put Gertrude Spindler out of business and make sure
she keeps her wares away from would-be buyers.

There’s no meth lab in Spindler’s bath tub, nor an
Ecstasy ring based in the garage. But the retired packag-
ing designer from Switzerland is using a family recipe to
create her “Alpsnack” snack bars that include hempnuts.
And under a recent DEA ruling, she may as well be sell-
ing heroin.

Hempnuts come from hemp, an industrial plant grown
outside the United States that is related to marijuana.
Fiber from the plant long has been used to make paper,
clothing, rope and other products. Its oil is found in body-
care products like lotion, soap and cosmetics.

Entrepreneurs like Spindler argue the nuts and oil from
hemp are among nature’s best sources of essential fatty
acids — omega-6 and omega-3. Twice a day, the San
Diego woman swallows a spoonful of raw hempnuts,
which she says improves — no pun intended — her joints.

“I hate chemicals. I like natural things,” Spindler
said. “God has given us those natural things and we
should use it.”

But the DEA is saying no. In October, the agency
declared that food products containing even trace
amounts of tetrahydrocannabinol or THC — the psy-
choactive chemical found in marijuana — were banned
under the Controlled Substances Act.

It ordered an immediate halt in the production and distri-
bution of all goods containing THC that were intended for
human consumption. It gave until Feb. 6 for all such prod-
ucts to be destroyed or removed from the United States.

The ruling has galvanized hemp-product manufactur-

ers, who contend the DEA violated the law by failing to
hold hearings or accept public comment before issuing its
declaration.

The Hemp Industries Association, which represents
U.S. hemp product manufacturers and Canadian hemp
exporters, has challenged the ruling in the 9th Circuit U.S.
Court of Appeals in San Francisco and asked for a stay of
the Feb. 6 deadline.

Meanwhile, association members are continuing to
produce and sell their goods, arguing that since the DEA
did not issue a standard to measure THC levels they will
follow standards set by Canada: By that scale, the THC is
so negligible it could be considered undetectable — and
certainly far below any level that would produce a “high.”

“There is no such thing as a true zero in nature. It’s like
how the government allows trace levels of arsenic in
water or alcohol in orange juice,” said David Bronner,
who leads the association’s food and oil committee and is
chairman of Dr. Bronner’s Magic Soap, an Escondido-
based company.

Bronner and association members argue that hemp is
not marijuana, just as field corn used for livestock feed is
not the same as sweet corn eaten by humans. Smoking
industrial hemp does not produce a high, just a big
headache, he said.

“But it’s part of this whole drug warrior ideology
where they just associate anything that looks like cannabis
to drug culture,” Bronner said. “They’re making it a drug-

war issue.”
DEA spokesman Will Glaspy said the agency simply is

upholding the law.
“A lot of people did not understand the law. The clarifi-

cation says if a substance contains THC and is intended to
enter the body then it is an illegal product,” Glaspy said.

Hemp and marijuana, as the DEA sees it, are different
parts of the same plant, he said. And THC in any amount
is an illegal drug.

So far the DEA has not taken enforcement action
against people continuing to produce hemp food products,
Glaspy said. What will happen after Feb. 6 remains to be
seen.

Hemp activists say Congress intended to exclude hemp
products from anti-drug laws. They say the government
should treat hempnuts as it does poppy seeds, which are
exempted from regulation despite trace levels of opium.

Moreover, Bronner and others hope the court rules in
favor of hemp producers, which would settle the question
of legality and allow the hemp market to grow.

In the United States, hemp is a $100 million industry,
mainly in textiles and cosmetics. The food product sector
was worth $5 million last year, but has been doubling in
size for the past three years, Bronner said.

Hemp is being used to make energy bars, waffles, tor-
tilla chips, milk-free cheese, veggie burgers, salad oil,
bread and other edible goods. A hemp-milk product
backed by actor Woody Harrelson is in the wings.

“It’s just accelerating and the sky’s the limit. ... If we
get the DEA out of it, it’s just going to boom,” said
Bronner, who compared the hemp industry today to where
soy producers were 20 years ago.

Spindler launched her one-woman Alpsnack business
last year. She produces 1,500 bars a month and sends
them to distributors in six states. The threat of being shut
down just as she’s starting worries her.

“It hurts. But I have some very strong feelings that it’s
going to work. It’s going to be settled,” she said. “It’s a
good product. I just believe in it.”

Entrepreneurs fight DEA rule banning hemp food

“God has given us those natural
things and we should use it.”

— GERTRUDE SPINDLER
Entrepreneurs


