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BY MELODY HANATANI
Daily Press Staff Writer

SM LIBRARY The good news is Santa
Monica and Malibu students continue to
excel in the classroom, posting high marks
on state tests and winning national academ-
ic awards.

But the bad news is the school district
that boasts these achievements is expected to
take a significant hit from the state econom-
ic crisis, hurting its ability to continue pro-
viding the current level of services to stu-
dents.

Among the praises and academic acco-
lades of student success stories during the
State of Our Schools presentation on
Monday was a somber reminder that the dis-
trict’s finances are expected to take a turn for
the worse in the coming months as officials
anticipate cuts from Sacramento.

State of Our Schools, which was spon-
sored by the Santa Monica-Malibu Unified
School District, Community for Excellent
Public Schools and the Santa Monica-
Malibu Council of PTAs, was a kick-off to
Public Schools Week when all campuses will
be opened to the community. Held at the
Santa Monica Public Library, the event fea-
tured presentations by Dr. Stephen Carroll, a
RAND expert on the economy, Interim
Superintendent Tim Cuneo, and a panel fea-
turing Santa Monica High School students,
teachers and counselors.

The Samohi gospel choir started the
evening with a performance.

The district could face as much as $12
million in cuts over the next 18 months,
which could result in larger class sizes. While
revenues from local parcel tax measures
fund approximately 23 percent of the dis-
trict’s budget, much of the remaining rev-
enues come from state and federal sources.

BY KEVIN HERRERA 
Editor in Chief 

CITYWIDE Looking to be more reliable
during rush hour traffic and cut costs
because of the budget fiasco in
Sacramento, public transportation offi-
cials are adjusting their bus schedules,

with changes to go into effect Feb. 15.
The City Council last week approved

the changes that will add some addition-
al buses to the most crowded lines while
eliminating or reducing rides on those
routes that are the least utilized.

Big Blue Bus officials estimate the
changes, part of a shake-up that occurs

three times a year, will result in a reduc-
tion of 4,299 service hours for the year
with a savings of $430,000, money that
will help offset increases in fuel prices
and a significant dip in state funding for
transit. It is estimated that BBB will lose

BY STEVE LAWRENCE
Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO The rest of California’s
economy was slumping, but the state
remained a treasure-trove last fall for cam-

paign consultants and others who make
money off political races.

Led by the heated fight over gay mar-
riage, campaigns spent $227.2 million to
pass or defeat 11 propositions on
California’s November ballot, according to

post-election contribution reports that had
to be filed with the secretary of state’s office
by midnight Tuesday.

That’s short of the record but still repre-

Byron Kennerly news@smdp.com
MAKING CHANGES: A woman waits for a Big Blue Bus at the intersection of Fourth Street and Broadway. BBB officials were forced to make
cuts to some routes because of the budget crisis in Sacramento. Some of the most popular lines will get additional buses during rush hour.   

Budget woes force BBB to make cuts 

SEE BBB PAGE 8

SMMUSD
prepares
to weather
hard times

SEE DISTRICT PAGE 10

Initiative campaigns cost big bucks to fund

SEE FUNDING PAGE 9
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For more information on any of the events listed, log on to smdp.com and click the “Events” tab for the given day’s calendar.

Taking away aches and pains
Kathmandu Boutique

1844 Lincoln Blvd., 6 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.
Free lessons offered on the technique of pranic healing, developed
by Master Choa Kok Sui. For more information, call (310) 396-4036.

Kiwanis Club weekly meeting
Santa Monica YMCA

1332 6th St., 12 p.m. — 1:30 p.m.
Join the Santa Monica Kiwanis Club for its weekly luncheon with

guest speakers.  Call (310) 613-1249 for more information.

Walk the labyrinth
First United Methodist Church of Santa Monica

1008 11th St., 1 p.m. — 2 p.m.
Come to the Simkins Hall at First United Methodist Church in Santa
Monica to walk the labyrinth, an ancient form of meditation where
one follows an inlaid path in quiet contemplation.  Call (310) 393-
8258 or e-mail Mary Garbesi at mary.garbesi@santamonicaumc.org

for more information.

Thursday, Feb. 5, 2009

Robbie Kaye photo exhibit
Bergamot Station

2525 Michigan Ave. Call for times
A retrospective of vintage and antique dolls, mannequins, ceramics,
glass and other materials will be the centerpiece of this new exhibit.

Robbie Kaye is a native of New York and has focused her recent
work on Santa Monica’s seaside vistas, buildings and fauna. For more

information, call (310) 828-4001.

What’s new this week?
Fairview Branch Library

2101 Ocean Park Blvd., 1 p.m. — 2:30 p.m.
Join us for a free-wheeling review and discussion of the week’s key
news stories at home and abroad. Subjects cover politics, the econo-
my, society and culture. Discussion moderator, Jack Nordhaus, is a

former college history professor.  Call (310) 450-0443 for more infor-
mation.

Laugh it up
Shakti’s Elements

717 Broadway, 11 a.m. — 12 p.m.
Certified laughter yoga leader Kim Selbert guides an all-ages group
through a body-mind exercise routine appropriate for all fitness lev-
els. For more information, call (310) 849-4642 or contact Selbert via

e-mail at kimselbert@mac.com.

Preschool story time
Montana Ave. Branch Library

1704 Montana Ave., 11:15 a.m. — 11:45 a.m.
The Montana Avenue Branch Library presents stories for children

ages three through five. 
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From Infant Programs to Older Adults,
the Santa Monica Family YMCA has something for everyone.

Weekly classes like Mommy and Me, Twinges in the Hinges,

and nutrition consulting for all ages help make the Y a 

great solution for community health...for all ages.

All for a low monthly fee*
Scholarships available 
for qualifiying incomes.

Youth • Teen • Adult • Older Adult • Family
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We build strong kids, strong families, and strong communities.

all kinds.
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BY JULIET WILLIAMS
Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO Warning that its public
schools are in a “precarious” state,
California’s top education official on
Tuesday called for more money even as law-
makers were considering billions of dollars
in cuts to help address the state’s massive
budget deficit.

Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack
O’Connell said California’s system of fund-
ing education, in which money is directed at
dozens of specialized programs enshrined
over decades, isn’t working.

“The state of public education in
California is precarious,” he said during his
annual state of education address. “Beyond
the immediate crisis, and even more alarm-
ing to me, is the long-term future of our
common education system.”

California spends about $48 billion a year
on K-12 education, almost half its general
fund, but its students fare poorly when com-
pared to their peers in other states on stan-
dardized tests.

The state’s schools also have a persistent
gap in achievement rates: white, Asian and
wealthier students far outperform students
who are black, Hispanic and poor.

O’Connell said without more money,
California will ensure a two-tiered education
system for its students.

“Families who struggle financially will be
left with a substandard system, one that can-
not possibly prepare their children to be able
to compete in a changing global economy,”
he said.

His comments came as Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger and legislative leaders are
struggling with a budget deficit estimated at
$42 billion through June 2010. Whatever
compromise they reach is sure to include bil-
lions of dollars in cuts to public schools.

Education interest groups are at odds
over what programs should be given a lower
priority.

Schwarzenegger, a Republican, has pro-
posed giving school districts more spending
flexibility that would allow them to spend
the money where local officials decide it is
most needed.

BY MELODY HANATANI
Daily Press Staff Writer

VENICE It was just a few years ago that
Jayshawn English was running into trouble
with the law, placed on probation after he
was convicted of being an accessory to bur-
glary.

Today the 21-year-old from West Los
Angeles is thinking of a career in green con-
struction, hoping to one day own a wind
turbine business to power communities.

He’s among a group of at-risk young
adults who are participating in an offshoot
of a local program that provides secondary
education and job training, helping them
develop the skills and experiences needed
to launch a career.

The new program, which is part of the
YouthBuild initiative with the Venice
Community Housing Corp., focuses on job

training in the growing green sector, edu-
cating the participants, many of whom are
high-school dropouts, on the background
of the sustainability movement and offer-
ing hands-on experience with solar panel
construction. The construction training
portion of the program will wrap up this
week.

“We’re excited about the opportunity to
not just develop a career path, but to have
the flexibility to look at the market and cre-
ate a career path that others might be inter-
ested in,” Steve Clare, the executive director
of VCHC, said.

Funded by a $170,000 grant from the S.
Mark Taper Foundation, the program was
created in partnership with Earthplay
Learning Adventures, Environmental Solar
Design, GrowinGreen Energy, and
California Solar Electric, which is a pre-
ferred provider for the Solar Santa Monica

initiative in which City Hall encourages the
installation of solar panels.

The program began with a course where
the youths learned about green initiatives.
They also received a lesson on the basics of
solar panels and how the systems operate.

Students who were interested in the lat-
ter phase of the program, which includes
the solar panel installation training on the
VCHC roof, were required to submit a
resume before going through a formal
interview with a representative from
California Solar Electric.

The experience that the students gained
through a program can take them beyond a
career in construction, Shawn Jacobson, a
solar energy consultant and education
coordinator with California Solar Electric,
said.

SEE SOLAR PAGE 10

Melody Hanatani melodyh@smdp.com
TURNING SUNSHINE INTO POWER: Jayshawn English (right) and Jason Drury, rep with California Solar Electric, install panels at the Venice
Community Housing Corp. roof on Rose Avenue Tuesday. English is thinking of a career in green construction, hoping to own a company.

Green movement gets younger 

State school 
system faces
‘precarious’
times ahead
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OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters
we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 410 Broadway,
Suite B, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

Think again, Arnold
Editor:

As a Santa Monica resident and longtime patient
advocate, I ask and urge Gov. Schwarzenegger to
oppose proposed budget cuts in mental health services
and proposed redirection and redistribution of
Proposition 63 (Mental Health Services Act) funds.

In 2004, Californians voted to reverse severe under-
funding of the California public mental health system
by supporting and enacting Proposition 63.

Proposition 63 has expanded community care keep-
ing people out of costly hospitals, homeless shelters
and criminal justice institutions.

By redirecting and redistributing MHSA funds, the
budget proposal by the governor risks turning Los
Angeles County residents in need away from communi-
ty services and placing them back in costly institution
settings or out on the street.  This is not leadership.
This is a step backward and is not in the best interest
of our state and its people. His plan to eliminate criti-
cal provisions of Proposition 63 could lock California
permanently into the inadequate financing of mental
health which existed prior to MHSA passage. 

The budget proposal by the governor would  elimi-
nate the local mental health department’s ability to
render services other than crisis services. The annual
cost of incarceration is about $50,000 per person
while the cost of community treatment in an outpatient
setting averages $16,000 per person.

The proposed budget action by the governor elimi-
nates MHSA funding for prevention and early interven-
tion. These mental health services are particularly
important for families given our economic instability
and high unemployment. Families under stress have
increased mental health incidents of crisis and adults
higher suicide rates.

I ask and urge the governor to respect the intent of
Proposition 63 and the people of California and recon-
sider proposed budget cuts in mental health services
and Proposition 63.

Robert Donin
Santa Monica 

Advocating for more bike lanes 
Editor:

Sadly, Mr. Bauer, the dream of the city built for cars
has long turned into a nightmare. Where have you been
in the last 20 years? Open the door of your vehicle
(carefully, there may be a cyclist passing) and look
around. Cars and roads built for trips most of which can
be cycled with pleasure, health benefit and climate
bonus — if only the bike lanes would be on the ground.
Do you really want more of the dead city built for cars?

You write with the anger of those who know that the
cause is lost. Street beautification is out — non-motor-
ized circulation is in! Are the experts from the emer-
gency services, who know nothing about urban plan-
ning, to be entrusted with street planning in Santa
Monica?

I spoke at the meeting, and I will gladly show you my
Santa Monica resident parking permit. And then I will
invite you to a short demonstration of the pleasure of
cycling, and I can even teach you how to do it safely,
and together we begin the liberating process of life out-
side the car. The time has come to look beyond the bon-
net, Mr. Bauer. 

Dr. Michael Cahn
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 

Steve “the Mailman” Breen Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Going Postal

A 2006 SURVEY BY THE NATIONAL
Coalition for the Homeless listed the “20
meanest cities” vis-a-vis the plight of the
homeless, I was amused to learn that three
staunchly liberal California cities made the
list. Über-liberal San Francisco, stewarded by
Democrat stalwart Nancy Pelosi, pegged the
11th spot. Los Angeles made 18th. The jolly
roger gut-buster for me, however, was that
piously progressive PETA/Pilates/Prius
beneficent Santa Monica tagged into the top
10 of Meanest Municipalities in the U.S. at
number nine!  

In urban-chic lexicon, “Who da thunk
it?”

But don’t be discouraged folks by your
lofty and oftentimes rhetorical circular logic
that doesn’t always square with your closet-
ed oafishness towards less fortunate individ-
uals, as a hopey-changey light-worker inter-
vention is just an alien-belligerent channeled
experience away. In the words of the presi-
dent’s chief of staff, Rahm Emanuel, “You
never want a serious crisis to go to waste. It’s
an opportunity!”

Recently, the president signed the execu-
tive order to close Gitmo by 2010 but with-
out a clear resolve of where to relocate those
poor, abused terrorists currently squatting in
air-conditioned comfort in sunny Cuba.
Terrorists have now become the “New
Homeless.”

Nancy Pelosi nixed a suggested refurbish-
ment of Alcatraz in order to relocate them to
her district. You’d figure that the Bush-bash-
ing residents of the Bay Area would make the
terrorists feel like home, but then this would
impede Mme. Pelosi’s national stature as a
well-heeled homeless hater. After all, image
over substance supplants everything in the
current milieu of liberal fascism.

This missed opportunity, however,
shouldn’t be ignored by Santa Monica. In
the trash heap of history, Santa Monica was
once known in the 1980s and ‘90s as “the city
of the homeless” and what a truly successful
experiment in social engineering has there
ever been, wouldn’t you agree? Since many
of these homeless terrorists allegedly can’t go
back to their host countries for fear of
reprisals or better paying jobs blowing up
our embassy in Yemen, Santa Monica needs
to step up and represent in this “new era of
responsibility.”

So I consulted a local anti-terror expert
for a solution.

My co-worker and anti-terror expert
Harout Kaladian works in the cubicle next to
mine at the Post Office here in Santa
Monica. He and his family had to hastily exit
Lebanon as refugees in 1980 in the middle of
the Lebanon Civil War on the heels of the
explosive excesses of Islamic jihadis. I con-
sider him more of an expert on terror and
human rights than any poodle-brained
Amnesty International street walker shilling
for sympathy outside of the local Peete’s
Coffee. Together, however, Harout and I
have come up with a solution. We call it the
“Gitmo to SaMo Relocation Initiative.”

The first step is to change the mall con-
struction of Santa Monica Place to an all-
green LEEDS compliant penal structure

called the “Santa Monica Islamic Life
Exchange” facility or S.M.I.L.E. Instead of a
Neiman-Marcus/Nordstroms shopping hell,
it will be a work-release compound featur-
ing loud speakers calling the Muslim faithful
to prayer five times a day and valet car-bomb
parking. New issues of the Quran to the
“New Homeless” will also be accompanied
by autographed copies of “Dreams of My
Father,” “The Audacity of Hope” and a new
secure-comm Blackberry just like President
Obama’s.

Other facets that Harout and I discussed
was our proprietary C.E.L.L. program or
“Cultural Exchange and Live-in Lottery.” All
residential addresses that supported the
2008 Democratic ticket will be placed in a
lottery pool.

Once a month, 248 addresses would be
pulled and if you are the lucky winner you
would host in your home for that month a
“Gitmo guest” of your choice. Just think,
9/11 architect Khalid Sheikh Mohammed
doing lap swims in the pool and smoking
cigars with the habitués at the Shores. Maybe
he could call the rest of his family to fly in
for a short visit.

Isn’t this truly a humane “opportunity”
for a cultural “meeting without pre-condi-
tions?”

Or since Caribbean island living for ter-
rorists is deemed so untenable according to
the faux-Americans of the ACLU and their
Gollums, there is an option, however, that an
island on American soil is currently available
in Adak, Alaska located at the end of the
Aleutian Island chain. We wouldn’t even
need to put up fence as the polar bears
would solve any possible jailbreak. Or the
terrorists could just go moose hunting with
Gov. Sarah Palin although I’ve heard that she
takes hunting tips from Dick Cheney and
has had driving lessons from Ted Kennedy.

Just think of the opportunity!

STEVE BREEN has some great Arabic language
CDs he’s willing to loan and is still the “best
looking mailman at the U.S. Post Office” He can
be reached at dulcamarax@yahoo.com
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MMoorree  ccoonnttrrooll??

The City Council recently released over
$800,000 to the school district that it was
withholding due to problems with special edu-
cation. As part of the discussion, some called
for the council to wield more control over the
district.

SSoo  tthhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  QQ--LLiinnee  qquueessttiioonn  aasskkss::

Should the council have more control over the
school district as part of the joint-use agree-
ment, which is currently being renegotiated?

CCaallll  ((331100))  228855--88110066  bbeeffoorree  FFrriiddaayy  aatt  55  pp..mm..  aanndd
wwee’’llll  pprriinntt  yyoouurr  aannsswweerrss  iinn  tthhee  wweeeekkeenndd  eeddiittiioonn
ooff  tthhee  DDaaiillyy  PPrreessss..  PPlleeaassee  lliimmiitt  rreessppoonnsseess  ttoo  aa
mmiinnuuttee  oorr  lleessss..
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Word in Edgewise

THE HIGHEST-RATED SUPER BOWL EVER
was last year’s game between the New
England Patriots and the New York Giants in
Phoenix. The Pats were attempting to
become the first-ever 19-0 champions of pro
football and almost 100 million people
tuned it to watch, most hoping they would
lose. I, a life-long Pats fan, was in the employ
of a former NFL player at the time and spent
most of that Super Bowl week with him in
Arizona. By the time I drove us back to Santa
Monica the next day, I truly understood
what Dickens meant when he wrote, “It was
the best of times, it was the worst of times.”

I was allowed behind the closed doors of the
NFL and looking back, I wish it had never hap-
pened because I’ll never see pro football the
same way again. The fact that these men are
held in such high esteem that people will not
only spend ridiculous amounts of money to
watch them play, but will also pay through the
nose just to be around them says that our soci-
etal priorities are so far out of whack that we’ve
barely evolved beyond primates. And it’s long
past the time when we should re-examine a cul-
ture that celebrates grown men who play chil-
dren’s games for a living and ignores the obscen-
ity of the financial scale of the enterprise.

Like a lot of kids, I grew up playing sports.
But unlike a lot of kids with my demograph-
ic profile (poor, black, and raised in the
inner-city), I never focused on sports as some
kind of “way out.” Maybe it was the fact that
I went to school in a small Boston suburb
where good grades, not good 40-yard dash
times, were seen as the key to getting into col-
lege. Weston, Mass. produced more than its
fair share of great athletes, but sports were
more about teaching important life lessons
to young people about teamwork, prepara-
tion, doing your best, sportsmanship, and
handling disappointment than anything else.

That’s what sports should be about, but
that’s a far cry from what we see every year on
Super Bowl Sunday. The week of parties lead-
ing up to game day, the hours and hours of
pre-game blather, the musical performances,
military fly-overs, ceremonial coin tosses,
halftime shows, and endless post-game analy-
sis all turn 60 minutes of athletic competition
into a colossal waste of time and, in this econ-
omy, an unconscionable waste of money.

A big part of the problem is how we, as
humans, are wired. In a study conducted at
Duke University, a group of rhesus macaques
were trained to regard squirts of cherry juice
as currency — or “monkey money.” It turns
out that they would voluntarily accept small-
er amounts of juice (spend monkey money)
if they could look at pictures of the dominant

males, even less juice (spend more monkey
money) if they could look at female genitalia,
and would have to be given more juice than
usual (be paid monkey money) to look at
pictures of subordinate males. To me, this
study helps explain why we spend $20 billion
per year on porn and how the NFL has
become an $8 billion per year industry. And
it makes me wonder if or when we, as a soci-
ety, are ever going to evolve?

Because there is something as immoral
about professional sports-entertainment as a
multi-billion dollar industry as there was
about the Romans feeding Christians to the
lions in their coliseum. Just look at the story
of former Houston Oilers running back Earl
Campbell. After four years of playing for a
scholarship at the University of Texas, he
played eight professional seasons in the NFL.
Now, at the age of 53, the Hall of Famer and
Heisman trophy winner has severe arthritis in
both knees, suffers from chronic back pain,
and can barely move around on his own. My
former employer, 20 years Campbell’s junior,
now suffers physical problems of his own. At
a recent worker’s compensation hearing to
determine if the four teams he played for
should continue to provide his medical care,
Campbell was asked humiliating questions
like, “do you dance?” and “do you drink alco-
hol?” and “are there stairs in your house?”
Essentially, the best lawyers money could buy
tried to attribute his ailments to something he
did off-the-field and not the 10 years he spent
crashing into large men at top speed in an
NFL uniform. That’s just wrong.

To me, the solution is simple: nationalize
our professional sports leagues. When the
principal product is a television broadcast uti-
lizing public airwaves, and that broadcast
would be impossible without tens of thousands
of people buying tickets to see hundreds and
hundreds of athletes perform “for the love of
the game,”there is no good reason why the ben-
efit should enrich only a few dozen super-
wealthy families and mega-corporations. It
works in Green Bay  where the Packers are a
“community project, intended to promote
community welfare”for “exclusively charitable”
purposes, and it can work everywhere a NFL,
NBA, MLB, and NHL team plays. If only we, as
a society, would start thinking like rational
human beings and stop acting like monkeys.

KENNY MACK is a multi-platform content
provider living in Santa Monica who is shopping
his book, “Word In Edgewise: The Collected
Opinions of America’s Smartest Columnist” to
forward-thinking publishers. He can be reached
at kennymack@gmail.com

Sports make monkeys out of us all 
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BY KIMBERLY S. JOHNSON 
AND TOM KRISHER

AP Auto Writers

DETROIT Consumers frightened by the
prospect of losing their jobs stayed away
from auto showrooms again in January and
sent U.S. car and truck sales falling 37 per-
cent, a familiar refrain for the struggling
industry but an unwelcome start to a critical
year for U.S. carmakers.

Devastated by an economy in which few
people have the spare cash to buy a car or
can obtain the financing to do it, Chrysler’s
domestic sales for January were less than half
what they were a year earlier.

Sales fell 49 percent at General Motors
and 40 percent at Ford. Toyota and Nissan’s
sales each fell at least 30 percent.

“How many ways can you say disaster?”
asked Aaron Bragman, an auto industry ana-
lyst with the consulting firm IHS Global
Insight in Troy, Mich. “That’s across the
board. It’s not unique to one company.”

With January’s drop, the industry’s sales
have declined for 15 straight months when
compared with the same month in the previ-
ous year. There hasn’t been a year-over-year
increase since October 2007, when light vehi-
cle sales rose a paltry 1 percent, according to
Autodata Corp. and Ward’s AutoInfoBank.

The industry’s sales of 656,976 vehicles,
compared with just over a million in January
2008, translates to a seasonally adjusted
annual sales rate of 9.57 million, according
to Autodata. That’s the worst performance
since June 1982, when the nation was mired
in a recession.

Huge declines in low-profit fleet sales to
rental car companies made January an
exceptionally bad month, even though
automakers said they were encouraged that
retail sales appeared to be stabilizing after
four straight months with an industrywide
sales plunge of at least 30 percent.

“If you’re starting from an extremely low
point, pretty much anywhere you go is up,”
said Bragman, whose company has predict-
ed annual sales for this year of 10.3 million,
down from last year’s 13.2 million and 16.1
million in 2007.

But executives anticipated a treacherous
beginning of 2009 before the market
improves.

George Pipas, Ford Motor Co.’s top sales
analyst, wasn’t sure whether 15 months of
industrywide sales declines is a record, but if
it is, it won’t last long.

“I can tell you that it’s only going to last
for one month,” Pipas said, predicting year-
over-year declines until perhaps later in the
year. Then, he said, with only a small
increase, sales should surpass the dismal lev-
els seen at the end of 2008.

U.S. automakers will need sales to
improve if they want their turnaround plans
to be successful. After receiving $13.4 billion
in federal loans to stay afloat, General
Motors Corp. and Chrysler LLC have said
they are basing their plans on industrywide
sales this year of 10.5 million and 11.1 mil-
lion vehicles, respectively.

But few people were expecting the
automakers to start 2009 at such a pace.
January is typically a slow sales month, and
the market isn’t likely to improve until the

second half of 2009 as economic stimulus
efforts take effect and access to credit
improves.

The hefty incentives automakers have
rolled out have done little to boost sales.
Chrysler has been offering employee pricing,
zero-percent financing and up to $6,000 in
rebates on its vehicles, and GM said it will
launch another zero-percent financing with
the help of the $5 billion in federal aid its
financing arm, GMAC, received late last year.

The biggest dent last month was in fleet
sales — big volume sales to rental car com-
panies and municipalities — which fell
sharply in January as production slowed or
was shut down at many U.S. auto plants for
most of the month.

GM said its fleet sales fell 80 percent to
just over 13,000 vehicles in January, marking
their lowest sales level since 1975.

“The overall fleet business, rental car
companies are holding their inventory,
probably double to triple what they were a
couple years ago in terms of their turn rates,”
said Mark LaNeve, GM’s North America vice
president of sales, services and marketing.
“There is a definite lack of demand.”

Chrysler said its January fleet sales fell 81
percent from year-ago levels. Ford said fleet
sales fell 65 percent, but the decline in the
automaker’s retail sales had stabilized.

“What we’re looking for is stabilization.
You have to stop falling before you can start
rising,” said Emily Kolinski Morris, Ford’s
top economist.

Chrysler attributed part of its 66 percent
drop in car sales and 49 percent decline in
truck sales to a shortage of affordable credit
for its customers, noting that the $1.5 billion
federal loan for its financing arm wasn’t
received until the second half of the month.

One of the few large automakers to post a
sales increase was South Korea’s Hyundai
Motor Co., which posted a 14 percent gain.
Hyundai credited its offer that covers a new
vehicle’s depreciation for customers who want
to return a car because they lost their job.

“This program gets to the root cause of
today’s economic concerns — fear of job
loss,” Hyundai regional general manager
Peter DiPersia said in a statement.

Subaru posted an 8 percent sales increase
from a year earlier, its second-straight
month of sales gains.

Toyota Motor Corp.’s sales dived 32 per-
cent for the month, as sales of its Prius
hybrid slid 29 percent. Nissan Motor Co.’s
sales dropped 30 percent.

Honda Motor Co.’s sales fell 28 percent,
but the Japanese automaker saw a 6 percent
increase in sales of its Fit subcompact, and
sales of the updated Acura TSX sports sedan
rose 16 percent.

Ford shares rose 8 cents, or 4.3 percent, to
$1.96 Tuesday, while GM shares fell 4 cents
to $2.85. Toyota’s U.S. shares rose $1.71, or
2.7 percent, to $65.59, and Honda’s shares
climbed 69 cents, or 3 percent, to $23.41.

The Associated Press reports unadjusted
auto sales figures, calculating the percentage
change in the total number of vehicles sold
in one month compared with the same
month a year earlier. Some automakers
report percentages adjusted for sales days.
There were 26 sales days last month, one
more than in January 2008.

ECONOMY

U.S. auto sales
at 26-year low
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Real Estate 101

THE OTHER DAY, MY FRIEND CALLED AND
asked if I had a blank copy of an apartment
lease. He had a new roommate moving in
and wanted to protect himself from liability.
We got into a conversation and he said the
main reason for the lease was so that his
security deposit would be protected should
his new roommate accidentally or intention-
ally damage the apartment. My friend had
contacted the property owner and they were
fine with him switching roommates, but said
he was on the line should anything get dam-
aged. The purpose of a security deposit is to
allow an owner to have some recourse
against a tenant should the tenant cause
damage to an apartment unit.

A security deposit is an amount of money
that is placed up against a unit. Just as a
bank will use a property as collateral against
a loan, a property owner will use a deposit as
security against a rental unit. Cities in L.A.
County have limits on the amount of
monies that can be collected from a tenant
for an apartment security deposit. In most
cities, the maximum allowable security
deposit for a one-year apartment rental is
two-months rent. A security deposit can be a
large amount of money for many renters.

For example, if a two bedroom, two bath-
room apartment rented for $2,200/month
and the owner required two-months rent as
a deposit, that would translate into $4,400,
plus whatever the prorated rent for the
month was at the time of move-in. Even
split with a roommate, that amount of
money is no small amount for many renters

Renting to someone you do not know is a
tricky situation. Real estate investors and
property owners must rent to tenants so
their properties generate revenue. Even
ancillary income, such as laundry income,
comes from tenants. In a rental property,
cash flow is derived from the gross income
— paid by tenants — minus expenses and
debt service. Most investors do not have
enough friends to fill their properties. And I
know several owners who would not rent to
their friends for fear of jeopardizing a
friendship should the rental arrangement go
south.

Over the years, I have had the privilege of

hearing multiple horror stories from owners
who had at least one bad tenant destroy a
unit. One such story involves a bitter tenant
who lost her job and was unable to make the
next month’s rent. Instead of leaving the
apartment, she decided to stay and be evict-
ed. She left the water running in her unit 24
hours a day. Since the owner paid for the
water, his bill went up substantially, but that
was not the worst of it.

While going through the eviction
process, the tenant had her friends remove
all the plaster from the inside of the unit,
including the ceiling. She also damaged the
refrigerator, stove and removed all the cabi-
net doors in the kitchen with a hammer. To
finish the job she broke both bathroom sinks
and removed all the hardware from the inte-
rior doors out of spite.

Of course, this is an extreme case, but
even after the owner took her to court and
won, she was unable to pay him anything
since she was still unemployed. The owner
was stuck having to pay over $15,000 to ren-
ovate the unit.

The owner had collected two months rent
from the tenant, but that did not begin to
cover the damages the tenant caused. This
example of the nightmare tenant illustrates
why apartment owners are cautious about
whom they allow into their properties and
why they collect a security deposit. In the
end, even with a security deposit, an owner
can lose more money than the tenants puts
up.

After talking with my friend and telling
him why security deposits were collected, he
decided that his new roommate and him
would sign a new lease with the apartment
owner so he was not the sole person on the
hook for damages to the unit. No one likes
putting up a security deposit, but it is easy to
forget why they are requested. At the end of
the day, a tenant can cause far more damage
to a unit than they can put up as a security
against an apartment.

MIKE HEAYN is a Commercial Loan Consultant,
specializing in Multi-Family Lending.  He can be
reached at (310) 428-1342, or e-mailed at
maheayn@yahoo.com.

BY BARBARA ORTUTAY
AP Technology Writer

NEW YORK Hurt by weak holiday sales, video
game publisher Electronic Arts Inc. posted a
wider net loss for its fiscal third quarter and
fell short of analysts’ expectations Tuesday.

But the economic turmoil was not the
main culprit. Chief Executive John Riccitiello
said a “a significant portion” of the quarter’s
shortfall, as well as the company’s sharply
reduced outlook for the rest of the year, has
to do with EA’s own performance.

“Clear and simple, our titles did not per-
form to our expectations,” Riccitiello told
analysts during a conference call. EA had
warned in December its holiday sales were
softer than expected, even though the overall
industry had a strong season.

For the three months that ended Dec. 31,
the publisher of games like “Rock Band” and
“Madden NFL” lost $641 million, or $2 per
share. In the same period a year earlier, it lost

$33 million, or 10 cents per share.
Excluding charges, EA said it would have

earned 56 cents per share, but that was less
than the 88 cents per share expected by ana-
lysts polled by Thomson Reuters.

Revenue jumped 10 percent to $1.65 bil-
lion. The company also booked $88 million of
revenue related to digital content and online-
enabled games. Counting the deferred rev-
enue, the sales total was $1.74 billion, below
analysts’ expectations of $1.9 billion.

Still, EA’s shares, which closed up more
than 4 percent in Tuesday’s trading, jumped
nearly 5 percent in the after-hours session in
what may have been investors’ growing con-
fidence that the company’s cost-cutting
measures are going in the right direction.

Wedbush Morgan analyst Michael
Pachter said he was “really impressed” that
EA took responsibility for the weak results,
and called the cost-cutting measures “realis-
tic.” EA is in the process of laying off 1,100
employees and closing 12 facilities.

Security deposits a must

GAMING

Electronic Arts hurt by weak holiday sales
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as much as $3.5 million in state funding,
and it could get worse if plans to take
more transit funds are approved by Gov.
Schwarzenegger to close the budget gap.

“This is the first time in a longtime
where we’ve had to make significant cuts,”
said Dan Dawson, customer relations
manager for BBB. “We don’t want to cut
[service], but we’re forced to make hard
choices. … When we look at things and
say we have to make cuts, we have to try
and use a scalpel rather than a giant
knife.”

Lines that will be affected are 1, 3, 4, 5,
6, 9, 10 and the Sunset and Tide rides as
well as Rapid 3 and 7. Only those lines and
rides that carried very few passengers
were trimmed or eliminated, Dawson
said, with resources shifted to the most
popular routes to help alleviate over-
crowding.

BBB constantly monitors ridership to
see if travel patterns shift. Lines that carry
at least 60 passengers for at least two miles
are identified as needing more resources
to meet demand and ensure a level of
comfort for riders. When fewer than 20
passengers are being carried per service
hour, guidelines suggest the line be
trimmed. Services that carry 15 or fewer
passengers require significant reconfigu-
ration or elimination, according to BBB
staff.

Here are some of the changes:
• Line 1— Connecting Main Street and

UCLA via Santa Monica Boulevard, driv-
ers have a hard time with this line because
of increased traffic congestion and over-

crowding. Some buses are running late. To
help, BBB officials are adding one bus and
one driver every afternoon to restore the
regular 10-minute frequency between
buses on weekdays, 15-minute frequency
on Saturday and 20-minute frequency on
Sundays, adding 3,798 annual service
hours. The trade-off is that during mid-
day, weekday service frequency would
decrease by a minute, from 10 to every 11
minutes.

• Line 3 and Rapid 3 — These lines,
which travel along Lincoln Boulevard to
LAX, experience some of the greatest
overcrowding in the BBB system, with as
many as 38 riders having to stand during
some trips. One Line 3, which hits UCLA,
Montana Avenue and the Green Line, one
trip would be extended on weekdays in
the evening peak period from the Green
Line Station to Montana, increasing
annual service hours by 150. One Rapid 3,
one southbound trip at 1:35 p.m. and one
northbound trip at 2:30 p.m. would be
added to reduce the mid-day service gap,
adding 508 additional service hours.

• Line 4 — Operating on San Vicente
and Sawtelle boulevards, transporting pas-
sengers from Westwood to Main Street,
Line 4 is the least productive line on week-
ends in the entire BBB system with only 17
per hour on Saturdays and 13 passengers
per hour on Sundays. On Line 4, weekend
service will operate hourly rather than
every 30-35 minutes. The last hour of
service on all days is also poorly utilized
with no passengers recorded on some
trips. The last trip every day will now end
at 8 p.m. The net change will be an annual
decrease of 3,379 service hours.

• Line 5 — BBB is eliminating the last
eastbound and westbound trips in the
evening on both weekdays and weekends
due to ridership fewer than 10 passengers
per hour. One bus will be added in the
afternoon to allow for slower operating
times due to traffic congestion. The result
is a decrease of 147 service hours.

• Line 6 — Known as the SMC
Commuter, Line 6 will be re-routed head-
ing from Santa Monica toward Palms to
avoid picking up passengers at 20th and
Pearl streets after residents complained
about students littering and making noise
while waiting for the bus. The new route
will pick up on Pico and buses will con-
tinue east to Bundy where they will turn
right. It will require additional service
hours because of traffic congestion on
Pico.

• Rapid 7 — One trip will be added in
the late morning when SMC is in session.
The trip will be timed for a major class
dismissal when over 60 passengers have
been observed trying to board the bus.

• Line 9 — A trip to the Pacific
Palisades may take a little longer in the
evenings. With ridership low, one round
trip will be eliminated every evening,
resulting in hourly service after 7 p.m.
daily.

• Line 10 — The Downtown Los
Angeles Freeway Express will be trimmed
on Sunday only, with the first morning
trip to and from Union Station and one
trip in the early evening to and from
Union Station being eliminated. The
morning trips that will be eliminated
average seven passengers per hour while
the evening trips average nine.

• Sunset Ride — This route connecting
the Arboretum, Water Garden, Pico and
Sunset Park neighborhoods and Airport
Park with SMC campuses will operate at a
30-minute frequency after 4:03 p.m.
because of low ridership at that time.

• Tide Ride — This line, which has the
lowest productivity of all BBB lines on
weekdays with only 12 passengers per
hour, will be reconfigured to serve the
new Annenberg Community Beach House
when it opens this spring. It will operate
on weekends only, all year long between
9:45 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. with later hours
added for summer. BBB officials do not
feel weekday service is warranted given
the low number of anticipated visitors
and the availability of parking nearby. It is
estimated the two Mini Blue buses will
operate on a 30-minute frequency.

Some in the business community,
mostly hotels, have expressed concerns
about the reconfiguration and how it will
impact tourists, however, Dawson said
BBB is offering special day passes to
beachside hotels for their guests.

The good news, Dawson said, is the
passage of Measure R, which raised the
county sales tax by half of a cent to pay for
transit. BBB expects to get as much as $3.5
million during the first year, helping off-
set the loss of state funding. That said, it
all depends on consumer confidence. If
people buy, that means more tax revenue.

kevinh@smdp.com

Changes add more buses to crowded routes 
FROM BBB PAGE 1

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
■ Send letters to editor@smdp.com
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sents a huge investment in television and radio
advertisements and other campaign spending.

“That’s a lot of money,” said Robert Stern,
president of the Center for Governmental
Studies, a Los Angeles-based think tank that
studies campaign finance issues.

The record for spending on ballot meas-
ures in one California election was set in
2006, when donors poured $333 million into
campaigns for and against 13 propositions
on the November ballot.

A 12th proposal on last November’s bal-
lot, which authorized the sale of $900 mil-
lion in bonds to finance veterans’ home
loans, attracted little or no spending.

It was just the opposite in the campaign
over Proposition 8, the gay marriage ban
that passed with 52 percent of the vote.
Supporters and opponents spent more than
$83 million, making it the most expensive
ballot measure on a social issue in the
nation’s history.

Kim Alexander, president of the
California Voter Foundation, a nonprofit
organization, said the fundraising for and
against Proposition 8 was unlike anything
she has seen in her 15 years tracking cam-

paign spending.
“It was a truly nationwide, grassroots

effort on both sides,” she said.
The record for spending on a single

California proposition also was set in 2006,
when $154.3 million was spent in the fight
over Proposition 87, which would have
imposed a tax on oil production.

California ballot initiatives often generate
huge amounts of spending because the effect
— win or lose — can ripple across the nation.

“And industry groups that are affected by
these measures know that the stakes are
high, that if something pops out of the ini-
tiative process in California it’s something
that other states and the federal government
will notice,” Alexander said.

Industry groups weighed in heavily on
two unsuccessful energy-related measures
on last November’s ballot, propositions 7
and 10.

Three utility companies, Edison
International, PG&E Corp. and Sempra
Energy, provided almost all of the $29.8 mil-
lion spent to defeat Proposition 7, which
would have required utilities to get at least
half their electricity from renewable energy
sources such as windmills and solar panels
by 2025.

LIFE IS A BEACH Rachel Dardaashti  news@smdp.com
Visitors take advantage of the unseasonably warm weather on Tuesday by taking a stroll along
the beach or catching some rays. Temperatures were in the upper 70s, but get ready for a
change. Forecasters say it'll cloud up today and rain is likely overnight. 

Industry groups open up wallets
FROM FUNDING PAGE 1
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“You can see how dependent (we are)
when the state budget is floundering,”
Cuneo, who is expected to be appointed the
permanent superintendent on Thursday,
said.

The impact of the recession on students is
also becoming apparent as the number of
applications for the federal free and reduced
lunch program increases. More students are
visiting school nurses or social services to
receive medical attention because their par-
ents have lost their jobs, Cuneo said. There
has also been an increase in the number of
former private school students enrolling in
the district.

While the district is expected to take a
financial hit, the effect should be buffered by
a rainy day fund for economic uncertainties,
which is estimated to have roughly $6 mil-
lion. The fund is part of a healthy $21 mil-
lion reserve that the district has been build-
ing.

With an enrollment of 11,565 students,
the district receives about $6,208 from the
state and federal governments for each stu-
dent, which is about $700 less than the
national average. Another $2,412 per stu-
dent comes in from local parcel tax rev-
enues.

Despite the economic troubles that loom
for the district, officials had much to cele-
brate — student achievement.

State test scores continue to rise for stu-
dents, exceeding the California statewide
average by more than 1,000 points. Students
are also taking more challenging courses at
the high schools where more than 1,177 have
enrolled in at least one Advanced Placement
course during their four-year career.

High school students are also taking
courses at Santa Monica College to get a
head start on their post-secondary educa-
tion. Approximately 712 students enrolled in
at least one course over the summer with
about 85 percent of them receiving passing
grades, most of which were As.

District officials acknowledge that more
needs to be done to close the achievement
gap.

“You have my commitment we will con-
tinue to target and work with students to
make sure they move up and are as success-
ful as the rest of our student body,” Cuneo
said.

EDUCATION AND THE COMMUNITY
The quality of public education could

play heavily into property values.
Carroll, who analyzed various studies on

education, spoke of how a solid school dis-
trict can have a positive impact on the com-

munity, making it a more desirable place to
live and therefore increasing the price to buy
a home in the city.

One research suggested that a one percent
increase in average math and reading scores
could lead to a 0.5 to 1 percent jump in
property values, he said.

“It isn’t only people who have kids who
are willing to pay more, but people who
don’t have kids are willing to pay more
because high quality schools reflect higher
quality communities,” he said. “Everyone
one of you who lives in a house in Santa
Monica enjoy higher housing values because
of the quality of the schools.”

Education has also been connected to
better health and lower disease rates. Those
who went through a higher quality school
are also less likely to engage in self-destruc-
tive activities such as drug and alcohol
abuse.

Better education also leads to higher
earning power and spending, which in turn
boosts business property values, Carroll
said.

LIFE AT SAMOHI
Vanessa Carvajal’s first experience at

Samohi was the same as many freshman
when they begin high school.

“I just wanted to hide in the corner and
read a book,” Carvajal, now a senior, said.

She was among eight students and teach-
ers who talked about their impressions of
the high school, some speaking about how
working with mentally and physically disad-
vantaged peers had changed their perspec-
tive on life, others crediting sports with
improving their work ethic.

The students all praised Samohi’s house
system in which all pupils are assigned to
one of six “houses” where they have a sup-
port system consisting of a principal and
counselors.

“The house system gives you one-on-one
connection with your counselor,” said
Jennifer Chyu.

The teachers spoke about the joy of work-
ing with their students.

Gilda de la Cruz teaches Latin American
literature and is also the coordinator for the
AVID — Advancement Via Individual
Determination — program, preparing stu-
dents, many of whom are minorities and
come from lower-income families, for col-
lege. The AVID class of 2008 achieved a 100
percent acceptance rate to four-year univer-
sities.

“It’s pretty inspiring for me,” she said.
“They have the ability and they can do bet-
ter.”

melodyh@smdp.com

District continues to enjoy
academic achievement 
FROM DISTRICT PAGE 1

“They can go as far as they want with
this,” he said, adding that the knowledge in
sustainability is applicable to other jobs.

The curriculum also included the devel-
opment of a business proposal dealing with
green issues, according to Selim Sandoval,
the CEO of GrowinGreen Energy.

English, who never gave much thought to
the topic of sustainability before the pro-
gram, hopes to make his business proposal
— which involves replacing structurally

deficient palm trees with wind turbines — a
reality.

“This looks like something I could build a
career out of,” English said.

It’s a sentiment shared by his peers in the
program, including Jorge Mendez, a 17-
year-old West Los Angeles resident who has
been with Venice Community Housing
Corp. since 2007.

“It’s something new and something I
would like to keep doing,” Mendez said.

melodyh@smdp.com

Students to pursue green jobs 
FROM SOLAR PAGE 3
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SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 57°
SWELL FORECAST ( 1-1 FT )
No NW is expected, but some light southern hemi should bring occasional knee to maybe waist high
waves to south facing breaks.

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
THURSDAY THE 5TH WE SHOULD SEE GROUND SWELL FROM THE KAMCHATKA/ALEUTIAN ACTIVITY, COMING IN MOSTLY FROM 290 DEGREES WITH 15-
SECOND PERIODS.

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA
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Girls and Sports By Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

By John Deering

By Dave Coverly

Strange Brew

Speed Bump

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(323) 466-FILM

Call theater for information.

AMC Loews Broadway 4 
1441 Third Street
Promenade
(310) 458-1506

Bride Wars (PG) 1hr 30min   
2:00, 4:15, 6:30, 8:45

Yes Man (PG-13) 1hr 44min   
10:00

Milk (R) 2hrs 08min 
1:10, 4:00, 7:00, 9:50

Inkheart (PG) 1hr 46min 
2:30, 5:00, 7:30

Notorious (R) 
1:20, 4:05, 6:50, 9:35

AMC 7 Santa Monica 
1310 Third St.
(310) 289-4262 

The Curious Case of Benjamin
Button (PG-13) 2hrs 48min      

1:15, 4:45, 8:15 

My Bloody Valentine 3D (R) 1hr
41min     
1:50, 4:30, 7:20, 9:45    

New in Town (PG) 1hr 36min        
1:40, 4:20, 7:00, 9:30  

The Uninvited (PG-13) 1hr 27min  
2:10, 4:55, 7:30, 9:40     

Defiance (R) 2hrs 17min   
1:30, 4:35, 8:00 

Frost/Nixon (R) 2hrs 02min   
1:20, 4:10, 7:10, 9:55  

Underworld: Rise of the Lycans
(R) 1hr 32min        
2:20, 5:05, 7:40, 10:00 

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex
1332 Second St.
(310) 394-9741 

Revolutionary Road (R) 1hr
59min    
1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:50

Doubt (PG-13) 1hr 44min         
1:50, 4:30, 7:20, 9:55

Slumdog Millionaire (R) 2hr 1min  
1:10, 4:10, 7:10, 10:00 

The Wrestler (R) 1hr 45min    
1:30, 4:20, 7:00, 9:40

Mann's Criterion Theatre 
1313 Third St.
(310) 395-1599 

Paul Blart: Mall Cop (PG) 1hr
27min     
12:00, 2:20, 4:40, 7:00, 9:30  

Gran Torino (R)       
1:20, 4:30, 7:40, 10:20 

Taken (PG-13) 1hr 33min       
12:30, 2:50, 5:10, 7:30, 9:50

Valkyrie (PG-13) 2hrs      
7:10, 10:10

Hotel for Dogs (PG) 1hr 40min      
11:50am, 2:30, 5:00, 7:20, 10:00

Marley & Me (PG) 2hrs     
1:30, 4:20

The Reader (R) 2hrs 02min    
1:00, 3:50, 6:50, 9:50

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES

Clear your desk, Capricorn
ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★★ You are a spirit to deal with: With as
much energy as you exude, others have to run
to keep up with you. An Aries focused on his or
her objectives is hard to stop. You demonstrate
the power of will. Tonight: Visit with friends;
catch up on news.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★ Knowing when too much is on your plate is
smart. How you discharge an overwhelming load
becomes a question of style. Some of you might
take on your boss or the system. Are you sure this
is the right way? Tonight: Get some extra rest.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★★ Check out Aries and know that you have
even more energy. Investigate potential connec-
tions. Differences can help evolve a tighter plan.
Tonight: Choose what would make you smile.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★ Take time before launching into action. You
might question which way to go. Follow your
instincts, and you will be OK. A partner bucks
your ideas. Use the criticism. The power of
using different opinions comes out. Tonight:
Decide on something reflective and quiet.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★★ Keep your goals in your mind’s eye,
even though you certainly have distraction
served up on a platter. You could be surprised by
what goes down in the next few days. Listen to
others. (Yes, it is possible they are withholding
something!) Tonight: A great midweek break.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★ Take a stand and be willing to back it up.
Fiery interactions earmark your daily life. You
could choose to allow a situation to become
contentious. You will learn more and see a hole
in a project. It never hurts to rethink a project
before starting. Tonight: A must show.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★★ No one could ever say you are short
on imagination, but especially right now. If you
want to try a different approach or do some-
thing very differently, now is the time. Intellect
merges well with fantasy, producing spectacu-
lar results. Tonight: Get into a game online or
with someone in person.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★★ If you want to do something different-
ly, by all means, do so. Sometimes you get
caught in a particular situation and need help
focusing on other matters. No wonder someone
loses his or her temper out of the blue. Can you
blame this person? Tonight: Someone is fussing.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★★ Others come to you with great ideas and
new insight. Your perspective could change radi-
cally. Listen to advice that comes in out of left
field. You might be surprised by another’s anger
or sarcasm. Tonight: Relax and then hang out.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★ Curb a tendency to risk and get a bit too
wild. Listen to feedback from someone you
care about. He or she could trigger some anger
or hurt. Remember that everyone gets sore
once in a while. Tonight: Clear your desk.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★★ Answers are found left and right. Try
to be more effective and direct in your deal-
ings. Listen to someone close. Allow your imag-
ination into the mix, and great ideas will knock
on your door. Tonight: Fun and games.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★★ If you have better ideas, why not
express them? Keeping some matters close to
the chest doesn’t help and surely isn’t practi-
cal. Check out what’s going on behind the
scenes. Tonight: Order in.

Expect the best this year, and you just might get it! You
are lively, caring and animated. Others find you to be
nearly an endless source of creativity. Funnel this
strength into your work and home life rather than scatter it around. Imagine its power if it were
directed. If you are single, your animal magnetism speaks. Others hear it and come toward you
all year long. Pick and choose your companions with care. You could be meeting someone sig-
nificant to your life’s history. If you are attached, you discover the power of being a couple. Be
especially considerate of your sweetie. GEMINI loves to flirt.

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:Happy birthday
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■ An Oregon district attorney's
office set out two years ago to
prosecute David Simmons for hav-
ing sex the year before with his
girlfriend, then 14, while he was 17.
A grand jury in Jefferson County
refused to indict Simmons, but the
prosecutor acted exactly like the
indictment had gone through, and
no one, even Simmons, noticed the
mistake. Only when Simmons
agreed to plead guilty in exchange
for a 30-day sentence in October
2006 did the news finally reach
the foreman of the grand jury that
had "no-billed" Simmons, and the
foreman's complaint caused the
judge to dismiss the conviction.
However, in December 2008, pros-
ecutors in neighboring Lane
County charged Simmons anew for
that 2005 tryst, claiming that
"double jeopardy" does not apply
because the Jefferson County
case never legally happened (in
that Simmons was never really
indicted).
■ Hysterectomies by ordinary
surgery can take hours to perform,
several days' recovery and six
weeks off from work, largely from
the trauma of cutting open the
abdomen, but recent advances in
laparoscopy have reduced the bur-
dens dramatically because the
four required incisions are each
only about one-eighth of an inch
long. The Chicago Sun-Times
reported in December that one of
the leading practitioners, Dr.
Richard Demir of South
Barrington, Ill., had recently been
recognized by the Guinness Book
of World Records for having
removed a 7-pound uterus via
laparoscopy (by cutting the organ
into smaller pieces and pulling
each out through the tiny inci-
sions).

1789 electors chose
George Washington

to be the first president of the
United States. (However, the
results of the balloting were not
counted in the U.S. Senate until
two months later.)

1938 the play “Our Town”
opened on Broadway.

1974 newspaper heiress
Patricia Hearst was

kidnapped in Berkeley, Calif., by
the Symbionese Liberation Army.

TODAY IN HISTORY

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

ddeeffaallccaattee \di-FAL-keyt\, verb:
to steal or misuse money or
property entrusted to one's
care 

WORD UP!

13  16  19  53  55
Meganumber: 2
Jackpot: $50M

4  34  35  38  43
Meganumber: 17
Jackpot: $70M

3  5  16  22  27

MIDDAY: 5 5 1
EVENING: 8 3 9

1st: 09 Winning Spirit
2nd: 12 Lucky Charms
3rd: 11 Money Bags
RACE TIME: 1.47.73

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure out which numbers are missing. Then,
based on the other numbers in the row and column of each blank cell,
find which of the missing numbers will work. Eliminating numbers will
eventually lead you to the answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

King Features Syndicate

MYSTERY PHOTO Rachel Dardashti news@smdp.com
The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured gets a pat on
the back from the Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com.



CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica. OTHER RATES: For infor-
mation about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm                      LOCATION 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!
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Miscellaneous
A NEW COMPUTER NOW! Brand name. 
Bad or NO credit - No problem. Smallest 
weekly payments avail. Call NOW 
1-800-932-4501

AIRLINES ARE HIRING: Train for high 
paying Aviation Maintenance Career. 
FAA approved program. Financial aid if 
qualified - Housing available. Call Avia-
tion Institute of Maintenance. 
888-349-5387.

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home. 
Medical, Business, Paralegal, Comput-
ers, Criminal Justice. Job placement as-
sistance. Computer available. Financial 
aid if qualified. Call 800-494-3586 
www.CenturaOnline.com

OLD GUITARS WANTED! Fender, Gibson, 
Gretsch, Martin. 1930s - 19860s. TOP 
CASH PAID. 1-800-401-0440.

POST OFFICE HIRING Nationally!. Avg. 
pay $20/hr., $57K/yr. incl Fed. Benefits, 
OT. Optional fee-based test prep mate-
rials.Not affiliated w/ US Postal Service. 
1-866-483-1057

STEEL BUILDINGS: 4 only. 2)25x28, 
2)30x46. Must move. Selling for balance 
owed/ Free delivery! 
1-800-211-9594x74

Employment Wanted
EUROPEAN WOMAN, educated, legal, 
looking for employment inSanta Mon-
ica- Malibu.  Caring for elderly.  Will 
cook, and take for walks, companion-
ship. Ester (818)754-1186

Employment

DENTAL ASSISTANT
Experienced chair side assistant with 
x-ray license needed. Permanent, 
Part-time position 2-3days per week .
Flexible hours possible. No Medi-CAL 
or HMO patients. Non hectic, high-
quality office (310)451-1446

EARN $1000'S WEEKLY! Mailing Bro-
chures! Weekly pay + Bonus. Guaran-
teed opportunity. Start today. 
1-877-801-8172, Code 701

GIVE OF YOURSELF American Cancer 
Society Discovery Shop needs volunteer 
sales help. You can contribute by 
spending 4 hours per week Thurs., Fri., 
or Sat.assisting in our up-scale resale 
shop in Santa Monica. Conact Terry or 
Shaunnah at (310) 458-4490.

Line Cook with valid drivers license for 
catering delivery Must speak English. 
Please call (310)985-0080

MYSTERY SHOPPERS! Earn up to $150 
daily. Get paid to shop pt/ft. Call now 
800-690-1272.

OCEAN HOUSE, an upscale assisted 
living community, is looking for care-
givers who can assist our residents 
with escorting, showers, and other 
activities of daily living.  Must be 
drug free, have great people skills, 
and a love for seniors.  Various shifts 
available and on weekdays and week-
ends.  If interested, please come by 
and fill out an application at 2107 
Ocean Ave. SM 90405.  EOE

Help Wanted
$8,000 GUARANTEED! Receive $8 for 
every envelope stuffed with our sales 
materials. 24hr information. 
1-877-220-4470.

ASSEMBLE MAGNETS & CRAFTS FROM 
HOME! Year-round Work! Excellent Pay! 
No Experience! TOLL FREE 
1-866-844-5091, Code11, No-MD

Computer-Programmer
Analyst, develop and support

clinical applications & 
integrated portal systems 
for the medical enterprise.

Send resume to UCLA
Healthcare, Attn: Monica

Barboza, 10920 Wilshire Bl.
Ste. 400, L.A., CA 90095. EOE

EARN UP TO $500 weekly assembling 
angel pins at home. No experience re-
quired. 817-230-4879, 
www.angelpin.net

WORK FROM HOME: Government Office 
Jobs. Full Benefits. $12 - $48 hour 
FT/PT. Call 1-888-293-7370.

Business Opps
100% RECESSION Proof! Do you earn 
$800/day? Local Vending route. 25 ma-
chines + candy. $9,995. 
1-800-807-6485. (Void/SD,CT,MD)

DATA ENTRY Processors needed! Earn 
$200 - $500 DAILY from Home! Compa-
nies need your help. No Experience Re-
quired. Guaranteed Paychecks! Register 
online! www.DataEntryCorps.com

Adoption
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION? 
Talk with caring agency specializing in 
matching birthmothers with families 
nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 
24/7. Abby's One True Gift Adoptions. 
866-910-5610.

Electronics
* REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! * - Get a 
4-room, all-digital satellite system in-
stalled for FREE and programming 
starting under $20. Free Digital Video 
Recorders to new clients. So call now, 
1-800-795-3579.

Computers
A NEW COMPUTER NOW! Brand name. 
Bad or NO credit - No problem. Smallest 
weekly payments avail. Call NOW 
1-800-624-1557

A NEW COMPUTER NOW! Brand name. 
Bad or NO credit - No problem. Smallest 
weekly payments avail. Call NOW 
1-800-838-7127

Travel & Vacation
TIMESHARE RESALES: Save 60-80% Off 
Retail! BEST RESORTS & SEASONS. Call 
for FREE TIMESHARE MAGAZINE! 
1 - 8 0 0 - 7 8 0 - 3 1 5 8 .
HOLIDAYGROUP.COM/IFPA

For Rent
MAR VISTA, 11621 Braddock Dr. unit 16 
2bdrm. 1.5 bath, $1300, townhouse 
style, stove, carpt, w/d hookup, patio, 
gated parking, carpet, intercom entry, 
no pets.$500 off move-in 
(310)967-4471 www.jkwproperties.com

WLA, LARGE 3+2. OCEAN VIEW, top of 
hill, on prv drvwy, 3 patios/backyard, 
gated. Redeco, end unit. $2345/mo 
Cat ok 310-390-4610.

1248 11TH st. unit I, 3bdrm/1 1/2bath, 
stove, carpet, blinds, laundry, parking,  
no pets.on site manager $2500/mo 
$500 off move in (310)393-6322 
www.jkwproperties.com

501 N. Venice 1+1, $1350/mo stove, 
fridge, carpet, utilities included, laun-
dry, parking, no pets. (310)574-6767 
www.jkwproperties.com

615 1/2 MIDVALE lower Bachelor, no 
kitchen, sink, fridge,hot plate,, ceiling 
fan, carpet, street parking, no pets 
$895/mo utilities included 
(310)578-7512 wwwjkwproperties.com

Room and Board
401 Montana Avenue

Your home away from home.
Daily meals, laundry, housekeeping, 
utilities, and cable. Studios, 1bdrms
avaliable. Seniors and all ages welcome.
Ask about move-in special 1 month FREE.

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
Starting at $1,800/MO
Beautiful Montana Gardens
(310) 245-9436

Newly Lowered
Rates

For Rent

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310) 869-7901

835 Pacific #1 Single $1195
All Utilities Included 

1334 Euclid St, #6 1bdrm/1bath 
$1345

1281 Monument 3bdrm/2bath 
1450 sq /ft. House $4800

We are offering aggressive move-in 
specials 

PLEASE Visit our website 
for complete 
listings at:

www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

MAR VISTA 11924 Courtleigh dr. unit 2; 
lower unit, stove, fridge, blinds, vinyl, 
utilities included, on-site laundry, park-
ing, no pets, $1100/mo $300 off 
move-in (310)737-7933 
jkwproperties.com

MAR VISTA 12450 Culver Blvd. Unit 206 
& 208 1bdrm/1bath, gated parking, in-
tercom entry, stove, fridge, utilities in-
cluded, laundry, parking, no pets. 
$1100/mo $400 off move-in on site 
manager (888)414-7778 www.jkwprop-
erties.com 

PALMS 3346 S. Canfiled #202/205 
$1175  1+1 upper, stove, fridge, blinds, 
carpet, on-site laundry, garage parking, 
intercom entry no pets.$300 off move-in 
(310)578-7512 jkwproperties.com

Santa Monica $1895.00 2 Bdrms, 1Bath 
, NO pets, stove, refrigerator, parking 
1935 Cloverfield Blvd., #15 Open daily 
for viewing 9am-7pm. Additional info in 
unit manager in unit #19

SANTA MONICA / Palms Adj. $1250.00 
to $1995.00 1 Bdrm, 2 Bdrms, 1 Bath, 
NO pets  For a list of our vacancies, see 
manager at : 1935 Cloverfield Blvd #19 

SANTA MONICA / Palms Adj. $1250.00 
to $1995.00 1 Bdrm, 2 Bdrms, 1 Bath, 
NO pets  For a list of our vacancies, see 
manager at : 1935 Cloverfield Blvd #19 

SANTA MONICA / Palms Adj. $1250.00 
to $1995.00 1 Bdrm, 2 Bdrms, 1 Bath, 
NO pets  For a list of our vacancies, see 
manager at : 1935 Cloverfield Blvd #19 

SANTA MONICA 1bdrm/1bath, anewly 
remodeled, granite counter tops, washer 
& dryer , private entry hardwood 
floors,2nd floor $1995/mo, 
(310)490-9326.

SANTA MONICA HUGE townhouse $3500, 
3BR+loft, 3BA, 2CGar, WD, TC, DW, 
Fridge, FP, 3 Decks, High Ceilings. Walk 
to Will Rogers, JAMS and Beach. (310) 
339-1864

WLA, OCEAN VIEW. Hilltop/upper 2bed-
room. Private driveway, sundeck, front 
patio. $2145/mo. 310-390-4610.

For Rent
SINGLE 12746 Pacific Ave. unit 2 Lower 
stove, fridge, dishwasher, wall ac, car-
pet, blinds, laundry,intercom entry, re-
stricted parking, no pets. $975.move-in 
special $200 off  (310)578-7512 
www.jkwproperties.com

WLA 1457 WESTGATE UNIT C 2+1 stove, 
refrigerator, dishwasher, carpet, blinds, 
hardwood floors, laundry, fireplace 
kitchen w/ceramic tile tandem parking 
intercom no pets, $1550 (310)578-7512 
jkwproperties.com

Houses For Rent
Santa Monica. 1BD/1BA small house 
close to Santa Monica College 
$1,700,Ready to move in. Parking no 
problem. New Paint and appliances. 
Front house 3bdrm/1bath $3,000 avail-
able March 15 Call (714)450-0224

WLA 2577 Armacost Ave, 2bdrm/ 1 bath 
stove dishwasher microwave carpet 
central AC/heat 2 car garage front & 
backyard pet ok with deposit $2495 
$500 off move-in (310)578-7512 
www.jkwproperties.com 

Commercial Lease

SANTA MONICA 250 26th St 
900 sf office space for lease; 3 of-
fices overlooking Brentwood Country 
Mart PAR Commercial 310.395.2663 
x 130

Real Estate
***FREE FORECLOSURE Listings*** 
OVER 200,000 properties nationwide. 
Low down payment. Call now 
800-250-2043.

Real Estate

1020 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica

Storage Space
SANTA MONICA single garage for rent. 
Alley access. Vehicle or storage. 
$175/month. Brenda (310)991-2694.

Vehicles for sale
BEAUTIFUL SILVER 2006 Seabring 
Convterible 11,000 miles or best offer  
Call (310)663-8702

Automotive
WANTED JAPANESE MOTORCYCLES KA-
WASAKI,1970-1980, Z1-900, KZ900, 
KZ1000, H2-750, H1-500, S1-250, 
S2-250, S2-350, S3-400. CASH PAID. 
1-800-772-1142. 1-310-721-0726.

Services
COURTESY ASSISTANT SERVICES
* Driver & Errand Assistance *

* Garage Organization *
* Home Mainentance & Repairs *

* Administrative Assistance * 
*Available 5am * Insured *

* Excellent References *
* Local * 

Call 310-617-4898

MURALS BY AMY
Affordable Art Murals

Kids Rooms, Borders, Trompe L'Oeil
Call for a Free Estimate

310-319-3754

Go Green.
Hire locals. It cuts down
on commuting, traffic

and smog.

Find them
in the 

Santa Monica Daily Press
classifieds.

Call today to learn about
our local hiring packages.

310-458-7737

BOLD IT! MAKE YOUR AD STAND OUT$5.50 A DAY LINER ADS! CALL TODAY
Run your personals here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737



HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm                      LOCATION 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, CA 90401

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!
There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.

$550 per day. Up to 15 words,
20 cents each additional word.

ClassifiedsGET RID OF YOUR ROLLERBLADES.  Sell your sports equipment to someone who will actually use it.

Prepay your ad today! (310)458-7737
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Services

TRAINED PROFESSIONAL SINGER
Will sing at all parties, churches, 
women’s clubs, and all occasions.Jol-
son, Sinatra, Tony Bennett, popular 
songs, and will have a sing along. 
Lots of fun. Holiday Parties! Call Gabe 
310-392-6501

Personal Trainer

Lou Ferrigno Jr
Certified Private Fitness Trainer

*Lose weight, shed bodyfat
*Exclusively private facility
*Individualized routines!

(310) 913-2232
FERRIGKNOW@gmail.com

Gen. Contracting

A/C 
CONSTRUCTION

General Construction
Commercial & Residential

Remodel & Add ons
Honest.  Reliable.

FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

Therapy

Stephen Feldman, MFT
Psychotherapy

Santa Monica Office
(310) 535-0515

www.networktherapy.com/stephenfeldman

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILLL 
SMOKING?

Dr. John McGrail, Ph.D, C.Ht.

(310)) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

Financial
$$$ACCESS LAWSUIT CASH NOW!! In-
jury Lawsuit dragging? Need $500 - 
$500,000++ within 48 hours? Call 
1-877-386-3692, www.casepay.com

IRS TAX Problems? FREE Consultation if 
you owe 10K+. Settle for less- Eliminate 
penalties, Interest charges & Tax Liens. 
1-800-832-0537

Health/Beauty

PHENTERMINE - SOMA, FIORICET, and 
more. Doctor CONSULTATION included. 
Shipped FedX 1-3 days. www.Easy-

Health/Beauty
BudgetRx.com, 1-877-453-7701

Lost & Found
GREY CAT, silky long fur, missing since 
Jan. 31 from Washington Ave. & Har-
vard St. Reward. 310-828-0692.

LOST: Small White Envelope containing 
cash on Monday January 5th, 2009 in 
Santa Monica. Call (310) 260-0029.

Hire
Locals.

Locals don’t have to sit in
traffic, and come to the
office in a better mood.

Find them
in the 

Santa Monica Daily Press
classifieds.

Call today to learn about
our local hiring packages.

310-458-7737
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