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DAILY DERBY
1st Place: 07, Eureka.
2nd Place: 10, Solid Gold.
3rd Place: 04, Big Ben.

m The D.C. public school system
admitted in December that it had
continued to pay out $5 million in
employee benefits during the year
to ex-employees who had already
left the government (and other parts

of the District government were
suspected of doing the same thing).
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New owner sought for Main Street property

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

A new owner could soon take
over one of the most controversial
and largest development sites in
Santa Monica.

Developer Howard Jacobs, who
owns property on the north end of [
Main Street which has been (8
approved for a residential and
commercial complex, confirmed
Friday that he has had some
“bites” on his $27 million listing.

“There are some active negotia-
tions,” he said, adding he didn’t
want to elaborate on them until a
deal is closed.

Jacobs, who has been battling
City Hall for nearly four years to
get the project approved, put the
property up for sale in November,

shortly after he received the last
approval he needed from the
state’s Coastal Commission.
Along with the price tag comes
all the approvals and conditions

Jacobs, who has

Courtesy photo
A model of what the project at the corner of Main and Bay streets
could look like when developed. Howard Jacobs has put the prop-
erty and plans up for sale.

given by the Santa Monica City
Council to build the 170,000-
square-foot, four-story, 133-unit
housing and retail development.

seven other properties in Santa
Monica, said he wasn’t planning
on selling the Main Street proper-
ty, but his circumstances have
changed.

“We think the timing is right
b | and the market is strong,” he said.

| “Just like anything else, during the
process things change in people’s
lives. It’s the right time for me.

“I don’t think it’s a surprise ... a
lot can happen in a person’s life,”
Jacobs added. “It’s personal and
business combined.”

When City Council members
approved the project last February,
they thought Jacobs would be the
developer. But as one City
Councilman said, once the proper-
ty is approved for development, it

developed See MAIN, page 7

Local school district gets a B plus for fitness

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

Santa Monica and Malibu kids are starting
to shape up.

According to results from a recent state-
mandated fitness test, elementary students in
the Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School

“We are trying to pull
together fitness, nutrition

and knowledge”

— CHRIS CORLISS
SMMUSD employee

District improved nearly 25 percent in 2002
over the previous year, said Chris Corliss, a
district employee in academic services.

Fifth graders saw the most dramatic differ-

ence as they passed five or six of the six phys-

ical fitness tests given to them by the state.
The test, given to fifth, seventh and ninth

graders in 90 percent of California school dis-

tricts, measures physical fitness in six areas:
cardiovascular endurance, percentage of body
fat, abdominal strength, endurance and overall
flexibility. The tests included a one-mile
run/walk, push-ups, curl-ups, trunk lifts, sit and
reaches and body mass index.

To be considered physically fit, the state
requires students pass all six tests, which
places them in the “healthy fitness zone.”

However, the local school district believes
the state’s requirements are too stringent. It

See FITNESS, page 7

Pier pylons rotting,
to be replaced

First phase will cost about 3850K
and replace 15 pylons

BY ANDY FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

The salt water has taken its toll on the extensive sys-
tem of braces that support the Santa Monica Pier, spurring
the city to launch an ambitious $850,000 repair effort.

Wooden beams below the middle section of the pier
haven’t been replaced since the 1980s, when the pier was
rebuilt after a massive storm destroyed sections of it.

Now those pylons, as the major beams are called,
have been weakened by the constant exposure to salt
water and they must be replaced, city officials said.

“Just during the normal course of aging and wear and
tear on the structure, some things have to be replaced,”
said Mark Richter, the city’s director of economic devel-

See PIER, page 8

A higher view

Temperatures soared into the 80s this past weekend, which inspired many
to take in the summer-like weather on the Backbone Trail in the Santa

Monica Mountains.

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
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Fontana’s Exclusive Limousines

NOW ONLY 558 HOUR

Was An Hour

3 Hour minimum

JAMES FONTANA 8
1-310-477-2289

Super L
SPECIAL RATES AVAILABLE

Easton Gym - Santa Monica
1233 Third Street Promenade
Santa Monica, CA 90401

310 395 4441

Easton Gym is your neighborhood gym.
COMPLETE FITNESS FACILITY +« FREE PARKING

TAXES

All forms  All types » All states
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FIRST LESSON FREE!

GROUP & PRIVATE TRAINING
MEN WOMEN & CHILDREN (AGES 7 & UP)

Group & Family Discounts Available!

WE PROUDLY OFFER:

Wing Chun Kung Fu

Chi Gung & Meditation
Film & Stage Combat
Women'’s Self-Defense
Law Enforcement Techniques
Sports Enhancement

o O\ The Los Angcles Trabditional
Wms Chun Kung-Fu Academy

Founder/Chief instructor: Si-Fu Eric Oram

816 Pico Blvd. (1/2 block east of Lincoln) Santa Monica
Call us at (310)664-1404
And visit our website @ www.lawingchun.com

IMPROVE YOUR:

Self-Defense
Focus/Discipline

Stress Management
Physical Fitness
Mind/Body Coordination
Self-Confidence
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“Fishful thinking?
We can satisfy those seafood cravings!”
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Q: What’s the worlds largest fish?
A: The whale shark. It is over 50’ long
and weighs several tons.
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JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you'll have:

-Positive [ -Average

Happy Birthday for Monday, Feb. 3, 2003

You discover that much more is happening at a far more hectic pace than you might have imagined
this year. Just when you think you can hang back, matters go a little haywire. Realize that the nature
of this year will be active, with your strong drive zeroing in on what you want and desire. Many forces
will push you toward the finish line. You do need to be careful with spending, as you could find it
much easier to spend than in prior years. If you are single, romance will float through your door, caus-
ing you to think twice, especially before September. If you are attached, don’t expose your relation-
ship to a fire walk. Deal with problems lovingly. PISCES helps you make money.

@ARIES (March 21-April 19)

[ Step back. Separate gossip from the truth.
You’ll be a lot more effective at work and with
other projects as well. Gain a discerning ear.
Someone might be putting up quite a struggle to
cover his or her true motives. Read between the
lines. Tonight: Get some extra zzz’s.

@TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

([ Others don’t necessarily agree or dis-
agree, though a partner could take a very strong
stance or express intense feelings. You might opt
to go with the flow rather than cause yourself a
problem. You actually might not care about this
issue. Tonight: Dinner for two.

@GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

[ Speak to the group. Speak to others. You
don’t realize it, but others do hear you and do
care. Re-evaluate a situation carefully, especially
if a volatile tone develops. Others might push
inadvertently. You, however, set the ultimate
tone. Consider your options. Tonight: Work late.

@CANCER (June 21-July 22)

Your ability to gain a perspective sets
you apart from many. Consider your options
more carefully than you have in the past. You
might want to understand or question why a co-
worker creates so much uproar. Walk in his or her
shoes for answers. Tonight: Relax to a favorite
piece of music.

EO (July 23-Aug. 22)

(I Revise your thinking with the help of
a partner. Brainstorming proves rewarding and
dynamic. A flirtation could develop into some-
thing more if you let it. You find that a new friend
is far more intense than you realized. Be careful
here. You're dealing with hot stuff. Tonight:
Togetherness counts.

@VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

[m Let others reveal their cards. You could be
surprised by what you hear and by what develops.
You might be a bit stunned by the strength of your
own personal reaction. You don’t necessarily have
to give a knee-jerk reaction. Think long-term.
Tonight: Go along for the ride with another.

@LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

[  Make an extra effort to get your work
done. You could be overwhelmed by what goes
down between you and a loved one. Be careful of
exactly which words you choose, because, ulti-
mately, they could be tossed back in your face.
Remember what type of situation you need to
work in. Tonight: Burn the midnight oil.

@SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

[mm Listen well to news that comes your
way, especially if you have financial concerns.
You have a tendency to live it up and be a bit of
a wild thing at times. Why not now? Let your cre-
ativity flow, both professionally and personally.
Tonight: Play away.

@SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

[ Your temper could blow a good thing.
Consider options more carefully that surround a
real estate or domestic matter. Caution and self-
discipline pay off. Get the facts. Taking a stand
doesn’t have to have so much fire energy
attached to it. Tonight: At home.

@CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

You might want to think before you
leap into action right now. Though certain mat-
ters seem clear and talks lead to a similar conclu-
sion, you still could be off-base. Take your time.
You will not regret sitting on impulsiveness right
now. Tonight: At a favorite haunt.

@IAQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

[mm Others might be hot and fiery; you need
to think and be the reasonable one. Review your
personal finances with greater care and precision.
How you feel about a friendship need not be
decided right now. Remember, associates might
not be themselves. Tonight: Your treat.

@PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

[mm You do make a difference. If you notice
that someone reacts very strongly to you, under-
stand just how strong you might be coming off.
Let go of negative, and use your positive assets to
get more of what you need. Charm others.
Tonight: Whatever knocks your socks off.

UBRARY
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29 Beers on Draught

HAPPY HOUR 4-6PM
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PLAN YOUR NEXT PARTY
ON THE PATIO
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Telephone 31

.314.4855 » www.
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From the people’s court in the Santa Monica Courthouse

By Andy Fixmer

Gollection service takes the wrong guy to court

A collection agency took Kamran Towfigh to Santa Monica Small Claims Court
last week, but it got the wrong guy.

The collection agency has been trying for the past five years to track down a Los
Angeles attorney who uses the name Kamran Towfigh as one of his aliases, said Dan
Cobb, the collections agent.

But the social security number the service was given by the attorney was wrong,
so when the service tracked down a man by the same name, it thought it had finally
got the debtor.

“This is all our fault, he’s not the right guy,” Cobb said. “This is his name, but it’s
the wrong social security number.”

The real Kamran Towfigh felt so harassed by the collection agency he filed a
counter-suit against them.

However, since he is not the Kamran Towfigh the collection agency is looking for,
Judge Pro Tem Alan Freedman ruled that as long as the collection agency stopped
sending threatening letters to him, he has no legal standing in the matter.

“If they continue to harass you, you might have a claim,” Freedman said. “Should
this not stop, then you can pursue some type of action.”

Saleswoman sues Robinson’s May for commissions

A temporary holiday perfume sales associate took Robinson’s May to court last
month to recover $1,236 in lost wages and commissions.

Suzanne Bachli said Robinson’s May officials instructed her to ring up her per-
fume sales under other associates’ identification numbers, giving them commissions
on sales she had closed.

‘When she complained about the practice on Dec. 15, 2002, she was fired from her
job, she testified.

Angela Price, manager of employee relations at Robinson’s May, said they fired
Bachli because she couldn’t understand that commissions weren’t given on sales and
there were no other positions available at the store.

Judge Pro Tem Linda Gradstein found that Bachli had been properly notified by
Robinson’s May officials before she was hired that commissions wouldn’t be award-
ed and she would be paid $6.75 an hour for her work. As a result, the judge found for
Robinson’s May.

After the ruling, Bachli asked Gradstein how she would collect the money from
Robinson’s May.

“Don’t you understand?” the judge said. “You don’t get paid anything more. You
don’t get another dime. They paid you up until your last day of work, so that’s it.”

S.M.-UCLA employee wheo didn’t punch the clock gels no pay

A judge ruled last week that a hospital worker can’t get paid if he didn’t fill out
the proper paperwork.

Obioma Iwobi took Santa Monica-UCLA Hospital officials to small claims court
last week for allegedly not paying him for six days of work.

Iwobi admitted he forgot to fill out his hours on the hospital’s time card, which are
required to be submitted to a supervisor before he left for the evening. But he said he still
worked six, 11-hour shifts that he wasn’t paid for. He said the hospital owed him $1,300.

See GAVEL Il GAVEL, page 6

as the day wears on.

exposed spots may show some overhead surf.

sional plus sets.

decrease in size.

Location Monday
County Line 3-4’/Fair
Zuma 3-&[Fair
Surfrider 2-3'[Fair
Topanga 3-4’/Poor
Breakwater 4-5'/Fair
El Porto 4-6’/Fair

Today’s Special:

.

Information compiled by Jesse Haley

The new moon Saturday brought extreme tides; highs get-
ting up near six feet and lows dipping negative.
This morning, building northwest swell shows, adding size

We also have some west wind swell coming in, so well-

As swell fills in today, we should see continually improving
consistency, regular sets hitting as soon as early evening.

Given the strength of the new swell and the angle, most

spots should stay in chest- to shoulder-high waves, with occa-

Surf remains decent, plenty of fun sets with only a slight

The Surf Report is sponsored by:
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310.394.0100
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The{Z)Line

The school board last week voted to place
a flat $225 tax proposal on the June 3 ballot.
That means every parcel owner in Santa
Monica and Malibu would pay $225 a year,
despite the size of the property. Owners of
monster mansions in Malibu would pay the
same as condo owners in Santa Monica.

There were other proposals that would
have taxed people more based on the size of
the buildings on their properties. For
instance, one of the proposals that was shot

down was a charge of $60 per year, plus 7
cents per square foot.

This week, Q-Line wants to know, “What
tax proposal would you support? Will you
vote in favor of the flat $225 tax scheduled
for the special election?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your response
before Thursday at 5 p.m. We’ll print them in
Friday’s paper. Please limit your comments to
a minute or less; it might help to think first
about the wording of your response.

Since 1967
Quality & Valug Hiways!

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

310-399-7892 Come see why

2732 Main St.
Santa Monica

we’re Main Street’s
favorite breakfast
and lunch spot!

310.451.SLICE(7542)
310.399.4060
Catering * Lunch/Office Delivery

~

* Homemade

* Fresh Ingredients
¢ Pasta & Dinners

e Calzones

* Hot Subs

Voted Best in L.A.

— America Online Poll

“A slice of NY in your
own backyard.”

—Anthony Dias Blue
Bon Appetit Lifestyle
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OPINION

LETTERS

Silverstein has no idea
Editor:

Ed Silverstein has done it again (Daily Press, 1/29/03). He has written yet another
bitter essay in which he finds fault in all of those who might manage to take a stand
in life on either side of the fence.

It was only two weeks ago he lambasted Sean Penn for his visit to Iraq as self serv-
ing and narcissistic when in actuality Penn decided to go and see for himself what this
pending war was really all about. Now Mr. Silverstein has decided all liberalism is too
extreme and would prefer instead we join him on the fence top where we can do noth-
ing and just sit and bitch about what we find fault in on either side.

His writing is at times as absurd as it is comical. Mr. Silverstein, you state, “Too
many liberals descend from their ivory towers to tell the rest of us how to live, then at
the first hint of darkness, retreat to safety, sipping hundred dollar cabernet and feeling
good about themselves for giving a few bucks to that poor panhandler who is at that
very moment shooting it into his veins, prolonging his misery and shortening his life.”

First of all, this bastion of liberalism you have painted doesn’t at all look like my
one-bedroom down on Pico and Ocean avenues. And, secondly, I don’t know where
you shop for wine (you should really try Trader Joe’s they have some great deals). But
I will tell you I see a lot things down here by the beach. I walk each day to work early
by the women’s rehabilitation center on Ocean Avenue across from the Rand Corp.
There is a procession of some 20 or so homeless women who wait daily in the morn-

ing sun up against the building. I have seen the face of shame on some as our eyes
never meet. I have seen mental illness while some murmur out loud to themselves, and
T have seen stoic self-pride as others stand tall waiting quietly for the center to open.
But, I have never seen a one “shooting their veins.”

Your broad-stroke essays are just what’s wrong with your writing style. You never
support any of your diatribes with parenthetical data or even examples but rather lie
solely in fictitious anecdotal little stories of absurdity. You write further that you feel
liberals to be “condescending” and attack them for wanting to just “throw money” at
problems. Well, some liberals have other names as well, such as altruistic and philan-
thropic, and T don’t mean the kind that donates just to the Getty. I never once thought
it to be condescending when man, woman and child alike give their free time on many
a hot Saturday morning to clean our beaches under the auspice of Surf Riders or Heal
the Bay. It may be futile, but at least they did something. I did not see condescension
on the face of the skinny, long haired kid who stood in the rain in front of Albertson’s
on Lincoln Boulevard with a clipboard trying to register voters during the elections. At
the very least ... he did something. You ironically go on to suggest that “it is far better
to cherry pick the ideas that seem to be grounded in reality,” and yet you offer us none.

Todd Work
Santa Monica

Thanks for nothing
Editor:

A big thank you to Irma Carranza and Maria Loya of “Mothers for Justice” for set-
ting me straight! (Daily Press, 1/30/03) I had no idea that it was illegal for landlords
to discriminate against renters (or prospective renters) based on race, national origin,
familial status, etc., etc., etc. Hecky darn! Is that was this is all ‘bout? Shoot, this
dumb old cracker sure doezzz feel stupid!

Where do I sign up to volunteer to protest against that evil, racist, capitalist land-
lord that has the nerve to manage her property as she sees fit? I know — let’s go to
her condo and hold a candlelight vigil in hopes that she (and all landlords) will come
to understand why it’s a good thing that they foot the bill for raising the families of
their tenants by being forced to rent at one-third the market rate.

Ms. Liska and any previous owners of the building in question should take pride in
the fact that they have helped raise the Vivacano family’s four children. She should
take solace in the knowledge that although she has to pay market rate for everything
she has, that the V family was lucky enough to get a rent-controlled apartment in
Santa Monica that allowed them to provide a good life for their four children. Hell,
maybe Ms. Liska should have to pitch in and pay for their college education, too!

Forget the sacrifices Ms. Liska had to make to purchase that property (maybe she
could have bought a house instead of a condo). Forget, the cost and headache of doing
business in this city. Forget all that.

The important thing is that the V’s were able to raise a family of four children. And,
damn it, they are ENTITLED to live in that apartment complex!

No matter the allegations (conveniently ignored by the “Mothers”) that the V’s
were operating a business out of their apartment. No matter that, what neighbor (let
alone a white kid) in their right mind would actually go on record and get involved
publicly if they didn’t like another tenant of an identified minority group. Never mind
that a reasonable person would have to agree that a single mother of five regardless
of her race is by definition irresponsible and therefore would not be a first choice
rental candidate for a smart business person. Never mind all that.

So thank you again, Mothers. Thank you for assuming that I was referring to
Mexican-Americans in my letter, when the fact is that I never mentioned any particu-
lar race of people (interesting that you would assume that. I only wish I could be as
open-minded as you obviously are). Thank you for labeling me a racist when you have
no idea what my ethnic background is (you didn’t assume I was white, did you?).
Thank you for informing me that the V’s have not two, but four children so that my

MEMORIUM

COLUMBIA

THE CREW OF ST5-107
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*“They wers fiying for me - they ware flying for avaryons.”

© 2003 WWW.FUNNYPAPERZ.COM

point is made even more clear — who can afford four children in Los Angeles if you
have to live in a rent-controlled apartment? And, if you can afford four children in Los
Angeles, then what are you doing IN a rent-controlled apartment? Thank you!

Tony Street
Santa Monica

History should teach a lesson about war
Editor:

In Steve Roberts’ Jan. 31 letter, he seems most anxious to go to war against Iraq.
By the tone of Mr. Roberts’ letter I presume he is either now in the military or getting
ready to join our troops in the Mideast.

If Mr. Roberts is too old for the service, then I presume he has close relatives now
in the military. I also presume that Mr. Roberts has previously served our country and
in fact was in combat so he knows first hand what happens when the shooting starts.

Before Mr. Roberts and President Bush commit our nation to a preemptive strike
against Iraq, I suggest they carefully review what President Eisenhower did in 1954.
Then when preventive war with the Soviet Union was seriously presented as a police
option to President Eisenhower, he replied that this “was contrary to every principle
upon which our nation was founded and which it continues to profess.”

Since only a limited number of our youth are in the armed forces, perhaps the
hawks of today should read former President Herbert Hoover’s opinion made in 1954:
“Older men declare war. But it is youth that must fight and die. And it is youth who
must inherit the tribulation, the sorrow and the triumphs that are the aftermath of war.”

Whether we should allow the U.N. inspectors to continue their work, the wisdom
of Winston Churchill in 1954 would be most appropriate today. Churchill comment-
ed that “it is better to jaw-jaw than to war-war.”

Finally, as to the facts regarding Saddam attacking his own people, I suggest Mr.
Roberts and others with the same views read Stephen C. Pelletiere’s article entitled,
“A War Crime or an Act of War?,” which appeared in the Jan. 31, 2003, issue of the
New York Times.

Prior to Iraq’s invasion in 1990 of Kuwait, our then U.S. Ambassador April Glaspie
told Saddam, “(W)e have no opinion on the Arab-Arab conflicts, like your border dis-
agreement with Kuwait.” Glaspie’s comments, combined with earlier similar state-
ments from our State Department, probably led Saddam into thinking he had a green
light to invade Kuwait.

But should we really be concerned about Saddam Hussein or any other tinhorn dic-
tator posing a threat to the United States? I suggest that Abraham Lincoln in his
address before the Young Men’s Lyceum in Springfield, Illinois, on January 27, 1838,
answered that question by noting, “At what point shall we except the approach of dan-
ger? By what means shall we fortify against it?

“Shall we expect some transatlantic giant to step the ocean, and crush us at a blow?
Never! If the armies of Europe, Asia and Africa combined, with all the treasure of the
earth (our own excepted) in their military chest; with a Bonaparte for a commander,
could not by force take a drink from the Ohio or make a track on the Blue Ridge in a
trial of a thousand years. At what point then is the approach of danger to be expect-
ed? I answer, if it ever reach us, it must spring from amongst us.”

Representative Daniel Webster in remarks in the House of Representatives on Dec.
9, 1814, asked: “Where is it written in the Constitution, in what article or section is it
contained, that you may take children from their parents, and parents from their chil-
dren, and compel them to fight the battles of any war in which the folly or the wicked-
ness of government may engage it?”

Norman G. Axe
Santa Monica

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters
will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to
sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202,
Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.
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A helpful primer on
your right to start over

LEGAL
VIEWS AND
NEWS

By David Pisarra

In America we have a long and revered
history of allowing people to re-invent
themselves. Beginning with the founding
fathers — and mothers — who built a new
country from nothing, Americans, more
than any other people, believe everyone
deserves a second chance.

When the Constitution was drafted,
this American trait of forgiving one’s past
mistakes was incorporated under Article I,
§ 8, 9 [4], which provides that Congress
shall have the power “To establish ... uni-
form Laws on the subject of Bankruptcies
throughout the United States.” What that
means is that bankruptcy, the right to start
over, is guaranteed to us as citizens.

It also means, however, that Congress
can make the rules on bankruptcy —
when you can do it, how often, what you
can get relief for and what you can’t. As
part of the rule making that Congress has
done, they have created different cate-
gories for bankruptcy. For consumers,
there are two main chapters of bankrupt-
cy: Chapter 7, which when a person says
to their creditors (such as Visa,
Mastercard, Ford Motor company) that
they cannot pay the money owed, and
they are asking the court to relieve them
of the debt.

Chapter 7 provides IMMEDIATE
relief to the debtor from the moment they
file with the court. Additionally, it means
that a person gets relief from most of their
debts. Some debts are not dischargeable,
which means the debtor will still owe the
money. Examples are the IRS and state
taxes, student loans and certain judgments
arising from fraud.

In a Chapter 7 filing, the debtor can
keep a large amount of their assets. The
code allows for a person to keep their

clothing and personal items for the most
part, as well as their home, if they can
keep paying on it; their car, if they can
keep paying on it, and tools and equip-
ment for their business.

The effect of a Chapter 7 is that it
stays on the debtor’s credit report for
10 years and can be used as a basis for
denial of credit or increased fees for
borrowing money.

There also is Chapter 13, which is a
repayment plan. This is very good for
some people who have a regular paying
job that they are secure in and are willing
to live on a strict budget for three years.

In a Chapter 13, the debtor agrees to
repay their creditors, who accept less than
are they fully owed, over a three-year
period. The catch is that the debtor must
have a regular paycheck, live on a very
strict budget and runs the risk of having
their Chapter 13 converted to a chapter 7
if they miss one, JUST ONE, payment to
the trustee, who is paying the creditors on
the debtor’s behalf.

The benefit to the debtor in a Chapter
13 is that they have repaid their debt,
which makes it much more likely that
they are going to be able to re-establish
their credit with other banking institutions
quicker.

Filing a general Chapter 7 should cost
$750 to $1,000 for a basic consumer cred-
it discharge, but it can certainly be more
or less, depending on the complexity of
the case. A Chapter 13 will cost about
$2,000, again depending on the complex-
ity of the case.

If you think that a bankruptcy will
destroy your life, just remember that
Henry Ford had to file for bankruptcy at
the Detroit Automobile Company, prior to
founding what is now known as Ford
Motor Company.

Not bad for a second chance.

(David Pisarra is a partner in the
Santa Monica law firm of Pisarra &
Grist. He can be reached via e-mail at
dpisarra@pisarra.com.)
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Chamber backs tax measure

By Daily Press staff

The Santa Monica Chamber of Commerce has announced that it will support a
new proposed tax on property owners to fund the cash-strapped Santa Monica-
Malibu Unified School District.

The decision came last week when the chamber’s board of directors unanimous-
ly voted to support the $225 flat parcel tax, which will be voted on by Santa
Monicans in a June 3 special election. The tax would bring in more than $6 million
annually to the district for six years.

The chamber’s political action committee will devote its resources to the issue
and attempt to make sure the measure passes at the polls.

The chamber board also voted to request that the city provide immediate funding
to the school district, which has requested millions of dollars more than the $3.5
million annual contribution. The district is estimating to be short about $14 million
next year as a result of cuts from the state.

“As a Santa Monica business owner and resident, I am willing to commit to pay-
ing the $225 parcel tax at my home and my business in order to support our
schools,” said Dr. Michael Gruning, who owns Dr. Gruning Eyecare on Montana
Avenue and also is the chamber board’s chairman-elect. “I will encourage my fel-
[ 3 low residents and business associates to do the same. The city also needs to provide
1 l. P A | increased and ongoing support to the school district.”

"‘i& It is unknown whether the chamber would have supported one of the other pro-

e g ; posals that the district was considering, like the $60 flat fee with a 7-cent tax for
= y *
Paddington’s

every square foot of developed property, or another proposal which called fora $110
‘;EAE.O_O}S

- CabEo!
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\ Please complete and present coupon to driver 800-71 1-8294

\

flat rate and a 5-cent tax for every square foot of developed space.
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Since 1986 . . . . . .

Liberty Hill, Santa Monica’s largest public foundation, has announced its awards

Open 7 Days _11lam. to 6P~m~ to 15 Los Angeles County “upstart start-ups.”
~ The groups represent what the foundation considers promising new community
ZAGAT'S 2001 AWARD OF DISTINCTION organizations working to improve the lives of Angelenos from Santa Monica to East
LA. The total amount awarded is $235,000 — a 15 percent increase over last year.
355 S. Robertson Blvd. ) Six of the grants were awarded to groups working to improve the criminal jus-
Beve rly Hills tice system, including the implementation of Proposition 36 and assistance to ex-

(3 10) 652 0624 offenders and children of incarcerated parents.
o Ghamber looking for a ‘good’ business

By Daily Press staff

In light of recent corporate scandals, many people have begun to view business
in a negative context. But not all businesses are bad, and the Santa Monica Chamber
of Commerce plans to prove it.

A group in Santa Monica has created an award to praise local businesses for the
good things they do to protect the environment and build a better community. The
sustainable quality award is given each year by a committee of the chamber and the
City of Santa Monica.

The group is taking nominations for the 2003 award program. The deadline is
Internet Connections Feb.28. ,

To be considered for the award, a company must demonstrate commitment to the
community in one or more of these categories: economic development, stewardship
- of the natural environment or social responsibility. A grand prize is given to com-

S tartin g a t panies that show excellence in all three categories. The award program recognizes
$ 59.45/mo! voluntary activities by companies and organizations that contribute to cleaner air

. K and water; waste and pollution reduction; conservation of energy and natural
resources; job creation; improved wages and benefits; improved quality of life for
residents and workers and a strong and viable local economy.

Any business that is a member of the chamber of commerce or has a business
license in Santa Monica may apply. Self-nominations are encouraged. Nomination

always on,
always fast

“Since LA Bridge installed forms are available at www.SMSQA.com. Winners will receive awards at the cham-
DSL at my home, I have ber luncheon on May 6 and will be recognized again on May 17 at the Santa Monica
found the flexibility Festival.
to use the Internet|in For seven years, the chamber and the city have honored organizations and busi-
% Whole nel way.™ nesses, large and small, private and non-profit that contribute to the community.
—Biill Foster,

ARgle Computer GAVEL Il GAVEL, from page 3
Human resource officials from the hospital said they hadn’t found any records of
each account.includes® Iwobi working those days. They said Iwobi had been paid through Oct. 2, 2002 —

. 24/7 Internet connection the day he had been fired from his job, which was taking patients’ vital signs.

“I think he must have gotten his dates mixed up,” said Peter Miller, a hospital
human resources official.

Iwobi, a black man who appeared to be in his mid-20’s, said he didn’t get his dates
mixed up. He said his supervisor is to blame because she allegedly discriminated
against him and was never around when it was time to leave.

“My supervisor didn’t like me,” he said. “She said people like me don’t deserve
to be paid for work. She discriminated against me.”

Judge Pro Tem Alan Freedman ruled that if Iwobi hadn’t taken the time to fill out
his hour cards, then he couldn’t be paid for the hours he claims to have worked.
786k to'7-1M Now Available “You say you didn’t fill out the forms and go to a supervisor because she was

* 7 days/week tech support

* 6MB personal web space

* 2 IP adresses

* free local dial-up acct

* over 4000 worldwide dial-up
locations for laptop users who
travel. (a metered service).

IjABx-xcl‘ge I . " 5 . . . N
Internet never there,” Freedman said, “so you’re telling me that in a hospital that’s open 24

hours there wasn’t a supervisor around to turn in your time sheets?
Sign-up online at LABridge.com or call 310.823.6416 “I just find that hard to believe,” he added. “I don’t think you have proved your case.”
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Local lawsuit levied by
Jacobs still pending

MAIN, from page 1

doesn’t matter who develops it.

“The conditions are supposed to go
with the land, not the owner,” said City
Councilman Ken Genser. “It’s not a city
issue. The same conditions will apply to
whomever buys the property.”

The development site occupies the entire
block bounded between Neilson Way and
Main Street, and Bay Street and Bicknell
Avenue, as well as another parcel across the
street. The larger site, on the west side of
Main Street, used to be the location of the
Pioneer Boulangerie Bakery.

“We are always ready
to discuss a meaningful
settlement, but they want

us to drop the lawsuit,

which is not a
settlement”

.—HOWARD JACOBS
Developer

The approved project has gone through
at least four major revamps in the past 3
1/2 years, when Jacobs first purchased the
property. He has had every aspect of the
property put under scrutiny — everything
from the height and width of the build-
ings’ elevators to how the potted plants on
the top floor will be watered, to the color
of paint and kind of materials that will be
used for the exterior.

Jacobs’ investment not only includes
millions of dollars in plan preparations
and the price of the property itself, but
also hundreds of hours spent in the public
review process.

Jacobs had envisioned the ground floor
of the buildings’ retail space to have
neighborhood-serving stores and upstairs
would be luxury apartments for rent.

But the public review process was only
part of the delay. Jacobs said the planning
department — known for its bureaucratic
red tape and slowness — spent too long
preparing a crucial document that reviews
impacts to the neighborhood.

So Jacobs filed a lawsuit against the
city in 2001 claiming it has cost him mil-
lions of dollars because it dragged its feet
in completing the environmental impact
review of the project. The report was
completed several months after the sup-
posed deadline.

Jacobs has said in the past that the delay
has cost him nearly $3 million because he
was sitting on land that he had to pay for
and the city delayed him his right to get a
return on his investment in a timely man-
ner. Jacobs has said that he pays $115,000
a month for the mortgage, insurance and
maintenance of the property.

The lawsuit is moving forward but
Jacobs said he’s open to making a deal.
The city, however, isn’t budging so far.

“We are always ready to discuss a
meaningful settlement, but they want us
to drop the lawsuit, which is not a settle-
ment,” he said. “If and when the city
wants to talk about a settlement, (we)
stand ready.”

Genser wouldn’t comment on the case
because it’s pending.

The development will be the largest
project Main Street has seen in years.
Supporters of it say it will clean up a sec-
tion of Main Street that has become
blighted since the Pioneer Boulangerie
Bakery was abandoned. But some neigh-
bors say the development is too big, will
ruin the character of the area and create
too much traffic.

P.E. programs could be
cut from school district

FITNESS, from page 1

bases its students’ level of fitness cumula-
tively and compares the scores to previ-
ous years, Corliss said.

“We had set up preliminary targets in
the school,” he said. “It’s very good com-
pared to other school districts, and over
last year, our fifth grade is much better.”

Last year, the school district got a
below average grade for student fitness.
But that seems to be changing.

“We are improving every year,”
Corliss said. “District-wide we showed a
15 percent increase in the number of stu-
dents who met five out of six tests or six
out of the six tests.”

In the fifth grade, 57.5 percent of the
students met the school district’s target of
fitness. Last year, only 32 percent met the
requirements.

Seventh grade only saw a slight
improvement, with 41 percent meeting
the district’s expectations. In 2001, 39.4
percent met the requirements.

“There is a tremendous amount of
work to do in this area,” Corliss said. “It’s
not anything I would like to see.”

The ninth grade showed an 18 percent
improvement — with 55 percent meeting

the target in 2002 and only 37 percent
making the grade in 2001.

The district’s overall target was to get
56 percent of its students to pass at least
five of the six tests. The goal last year was
47 percent, Corliss said.

Throughout the state last year, only 25
percent of students achieved six out of the
six tests.

“We are doing a lot better than other dis-
tricts in the state,” Corliss said. “We as a dis-
trict just started a theme to focus on fitness.”

The district has new health-related cur-
riculums in the classrooms, new play-
grounds at the elementary schools and a new
gym facility at Santa Monica High School.

“We are trying to pull together fitness,
nutrition and knowledge,” Corliss said.

But nutrition may be difficult to instill
into the young minds of Santa Monica’s
children as McDonalds and Taco Bell are
both served on Samohi’s campus.

And fitness could be difficult to main-
tain as well — with looming cuts from the
state, the school district finds itself about
$14 million short. One of the items pro-
posed to be cut is elementary physical
education, Corliss said.

“We are going to lose what we have
worked on for five years,” he said.
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Entertainment industry
angered over software

BY GARY GENTILE

AP Business Writer

LOS ANGELES — Last June, Utah
software developer Breck Rice met with
movie directors to pitch a new program
that could insert product placements into
movies, make a New York skyline resem-
ble Tokyo and even drape a modest negli-
gee over Kate Winslet during her nude
scene in “Titanic.”

The program, called “MovieMask,”
was designed to digitally alter films in
large part to make them more family
friendly, skipping violent or sexual con-
tent and toning down language.

To demonstrate, Rice showed the
directors a demo tape. The swords in a
fight in Rob Reiner’s “The Princess
Bride” were changed to light sabers. Jack
Nicholson’s lips in “A Few Good Men”
were altered and a voiceover added to
change a rant using an offensive term to
“you funny people.”

The directors were furious.

“It was heated. The directors did feel
threatened,” said Warren Adler, associate
national director of the Directors Guild of
America, who attended the meeting.

That meeting solidified the battle lines
between Hollywood and a growing busi-
ness dedicated to sanitizing films and tel-
evision programs.

On one side are a chain of video rental
stores and a number of software programs
and devices serving an audience that has
grown tired of gratuitous sex and violence
and foul language peppering films aimed
at teenagers.

“In the privacy of your own home, con-
sumers have whatever liberties they want

to take with property they own or have
paid for the rights to use,” Rice said. “No
studio or no director should be allowed to
tell parents how to protect their kids.”

Film studios and directors say they are
sensitive to those concerns, but say the
issue is about violating copyright and pro-
tecting the director’s right to say “cut.”

“What this is about is the fact that the
filmmaker and the copyright owner have
the right to send their product out into the
world and decide what they’re saying and
what they’re presenting,” Adler said.

The debate has erupted into a flurry of
legal actions.

In August, the owner of a “CleanFlicks”
video store in Colorado that rents sanitized
video tapes and DVDs fired the first shot,
suing the Directors Guild of America after
word circulated that the DGA was planning
its own suit. The suit asks a federal judge to
find that the editing practices are protected
under federal copyright law.

Last September, the Directors Guild
filed a countersuit against video stores
that carry the edited films as well as soft-
ware companies that do the editing. The
suit named additional defendants, includ-
ing Trilogy Studios, makers of
MovieMask, ClearPlay and others.

In December, eight Hollywood studios
joined the lawsuit, alleging that the com-
panies violate trademark law when they
rent or sell an altered movie in the origi-
nal packaging.

CleanFlicks uses a proprietary system
to identify what it considers objectionable
material, including the use of God’s name
in vain, and alters the physical videotape
or DVD before it’s rented or sold.

Pier repairs on-going effort

PIER, from page 1

opment. “There are a number of pylons
that will have to be replaced over the
coming years to retain the pier in good
operating condition.”

City officials said the pier is still com-
pletely safe because it’s built in a way that
if one brace or pylon is weakened, other
pylons are able to bear the added load.

“The pier structure is built on a system
of redundancy,” Richter said. “Multiple
pylons are cross-braced in many ways so
that one section always supports many
other sections t0o.”

Portions of the pier have been roped
off to make sure heavy vehicles aren’t
parked over weakened areas of the struc-
ture, said Linda Sullivan, a member of the
Pier Restoration Corp., which partners
with the city to manage the pier.

“It’s not that they don’t want people
walking on it, they just don’t want cars
parked on it,” she said.

Construction on the first phase is sched-
uled to begin after Labor Day weekend this
year, when the tourist season traditionally
dies down. It’s estimated 15 of the roughly
1,400 pylons will have to be replaced this
year, costing the city $850,000.

The primary section that will be
replaced is in the middle of the pier, a
200-foot-long section where the amuse-
ment park ends and the Harbor Patrol
building begins, Richter said.

“That is a section of the pier that was
not rehabbed 15 years ago when portions
of the pier were replaced,” Richter said.
“Each end section was rebuilt and we

used concrete pylons. And those continue
to be in good shape.”

Officials said the construction is neces-
sary even though the city is going through
difficult budget years with mounting
multi-million dollar deficits.

“I hope they don’t cut that because if
you don’t maintain the pier now, down the
road you’ll have millions of worth of
damages,” Sullivan said.

Santa Monica City Councilman Ken
Genser said its necessary the city continue
to ensure its infrastructure is maintained.

“The pier requires constant mainte-
nance,” he said. “It’s just something that
takes a lot of attention and an on-going
effort.”

During construction, officials will
assess how many more of the pylons need
to be repaired and how much more main-
tenance will be needed, Richter said.

“It would be done in phases so that no
one section of the pier would ever be
closed or access across the pier would
ever be closed,” Richter said. “We’re
looking at a sequenced four-year program
of varying pylon replacement based on
the area that is being worked on.”

Instead of replacing the wooden pylons
with concrete or metal braces, city offi-
cials have decided to go with wood,
which is both cheaper and easier to install
— especially since the rest of the support
network is already made of wood.

“And concrete has its other problems,”
said Sullivan. “Because sea water is very
corrosive, it can seep into the concrete
and soak the re-bar making it rust.”
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Business owners and customers ignore smoking laws

BY P. SOLOMON BANDA

Associated Press Writer

PUEBLO, Colo. — Brian Falsetto watched as cus-
tomers flicked ashes on the floor, into empty beer bottles
and on water-soaked napkins, flagrantly defying “no
smoking” signs on the walls inside Gray’s Coors Tavern.

Falsetto, the owner’s stepson, seemed oblivious to the
drifting smoke along the 95-foot-long bar. “We’re just
the bar owners, not the enforcers of these Gestapo laws,”
he said.

Owners of Gray’s and other taverns have joined some
residents in a movement to repeal an ordinance that bans
smoking in public places, including bars and restaurants.
Organizers believe owners have the right to run busi-
nesses without government interference.

Campaigns are afoot to repeal similar laws in Tempe,
Ariz., and Las Cruces, N.M.

“T enjoy a cigar from time to time,” pharmacy techni-
cian Brendan Brumbaugh, 37, said as he ate lunch at The
Pantry Restaurant. “It’s a rights issue. If I go puff a cigar
in a bar it’s illegal. It’s stupid.”

Nonsmoking ordinances began gaining widespread
popularity in the mid-1980s as grocery stores and office
buildings banned tobacco smoking and restaurants were
required to set aside seating areas for nonsmokers.

More than 1,500 cities have similar restrictions,
according to Berkeley, Calif.-based Americans for
Nonsmokers’ Rights.

Laws that ban indoor smoking, including bars, gained
popularity after California passed a law in 1994. The
number of cities with similar ordinances has grown from
seven in 1998 to 44. Delaware also has a similar law.

Other cities such as New York and Boston, Chicago
and Denver are either considering or passing similar
laws.

Health officials and nonsmoking proponents argue
those who work in bars should not be exposed to sec-
ondhand smoke, which the Food and Drug
Administration has concluded can cause cancer.

Bronson Frick, associate director of the Berkeley
group, said it is rare to repeal a smoking ban because
people generally like the smoke-free air.

In this southern Colorado city, the smoking ban in all

EATRA!!

public places took effect Jan. 1. Violators faced fines of
up to $300.

It was suspended about three weeks later after oppo-
nents presented petitions containing more than 10,000
signatures to repeal the ban. The council can overturn the
law or put the issue before voters. There is no deadline
for action.

Opponents also are working to recall four council
members who voted in favor of the ban.

A group that includes City Council members, health
officials and opponents of the ban are meeting to work
out a compromise, said David Galli, assistant city man-
ager.

“My belief is that it is a public health issue,” said City
Councilman Mike Occhiato, who supports the ban. “We
will send it to voters and it will pass. Smokers are in the
minority.”

In Las Cruces, the ban was suspended after opponents
turned in the minimum 1,534 signatures on petitions
seeking its repeal. An election is scheduled March 18.

Tempe, a suburb of Phoenix, tentatively plans to put
the issue before voters in March 2004, city spokeswoman
Mary Fowler said opponents turned in more than 12,000
signatures seeking its repeal.

Richard Bank, who is leading opposition to the voter-
approved restrictions, wants the issue placed on the bal-

lot sooner and is trying to raise money to pay for an elec-
tion.

“We’re not a bunch of people who want to blow
smoke in people’s faces,” Bank said. “We’re a nonsmok-
ing island surrounded by other cities that don’t have these
laws. Bars are losing business to those other cities.”

Joe Losavio, a former district attorney helping the
Pueblo group, said he is pleased that the residents are try-
ing to fight the ban. “If one small community like Pueblo
says, "We’re not going to take it,” it might catch on across
the country,” he said.

Losavio and other organizers insist that tobacco com-
panies are not behind their efforts. But ban proponents
such as Group to Alleviate Smoking Pollution (GASP) of
Colorado said the tactics mimic other so- called grass-
roots efforts later discovered to be funded by tobacco
companies.

Companies such as Philip Morris USA said they usu-
ally do not support individual campaigns but instead
donate money to hospitality organizations.

Those types of organizations are supporting the efforts
in the three communities fighting their bans.

“We do support reasonable restrictions and we don’t
think an outright ban is the answer,” said Billy Abshaw,
manager of media programs for Philip Morris.

Smoking restrictions by year

By The Associated Press

Here’s a look at the increasing popularity of smoking bans, which include bars and restaurants,
according to American Nonsmokers’ Rights Foundation. Business owners in three Western commu-
nities are fighting the bans, which they say go too far. Figures from 2002 are as of Dec. 9. Figures

for the comprehensive bans are as of Jan. 15, 2003.

‘ 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
Workplace 105 114 125 164 178
Restaurants 49 59 71 98 122
Bars 32 40 49 72 89
Comprehensive (bars and restaurants) 7 NA NA 32 44
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“World Famous”

Big Bean’s Cafe

AT SANTA MonicA BEACH

Where the “locals™ mect and the “fun loving™ tourists always refurn!

Sports TV = 2 Outdoor Patios « Smoking Allowed
Reasonable Prices! Children Welcome!
1615 Ocean Front, Santa Monica (310) 393-2666

At Santa Marica Beach in fr aric merTye

T

DID YOU KNOW?: The first city in the world to have a population

of more than one million was London, which today is the 13th most

populated city, with about 8 million residents.
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aghdad says will do ‘best’ to give Blix what he wants

BY CHARLES J. HANLEY

AP Special Correspondent

BAGHDAD, Irag — Just days before
a crucial round of talks with chief inspec-
tors, a senior Iraqi official said Sunday
that Baghdad is “keen to resolve any
pending issues” in the U.N. search for
banned weapons, but didn’t immediately
offer new concessions.

Maj. Gen. Hossam Mohamed Amin
indicated, nevertheless, that Iraq may
have compromise proposals on hand for
the talks next Saturday and Sunday with
Hans Blix and Mohamed ElBaradei. “We
shall do our best to make his (Blix’s) visit
successful,” Amin told reporters.

Iraq, which steadfastly denies it has
forbidden arms, is under pressure to make
concessions and show progress in the
U.N. inspections process, to forestall any
U.S.-British diplomatic bid for support for
military action against Baghdad.

In his news conference, Amin, the chief

Traqi liaison to the U.N. inspectors, also
dismissed U.S. Secretary of State Colin
Powell’s plan to present purported evi-
dence of prohibited Iraqi weapons pro-
grams to the U.N. Security Council on
Wednesday.

That material will probably be “fabri-
cated space photos or aerial photos,” of a
kind the Iraqis could refute if given a
chance to study it, Amin said. “It is a
political game,” he said.

President Saddam Hussein is expected
to have more to say about the U.S.-Iraqi
confrontation in a rare interview, conduct-
ed Sunday with retired British lawmaker
Tony Benn. Benn said the taped interview
would be televised within a day or two.

Chief U.N. weapons inspector Blix and
ElBaradei, head of the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), accepted
an Iraqi invitation to return for a new
round of talks just ahead of their next
report to the Security Council, on Feb. 14.
It will be the second round of Baghdad

Prayer for astronaut

s o S a2k ¢ - i

Elizabeth Dalziel/Associated Press

An Indian Sikh prays as others line up to pay their respects to Indian born
astronaut Kalpana Chawla at memorial held at Kalpana's home town of
Karnal, Haryana, India, Sunday. While Chawla moved from Karnal more than
two decades ago she remains a hero to the people who followed her career
at NASA that ended with Saturday’s space shuttle catastrophe.

talks for Blix and ElBaradei in three
weeks.

The two chief inspectors say they hope
to see Iraqi movement beforehand on two
immediate issues: U.N. reconnaissance
flights over Iraq, and UN. access to
weapons scientists in private interviews.

Asked whether Iraq was prepared to
bend to the U.N. position, Amin instead
repeated Baghdad’s positions on both
items.

The Iraqis say they will allow
American U-2 surveillance flights on
behalf of U.N. inspections as long as the
United States and Britain halt air patrols
over southern and northern Iraq while the
spy planes are in the air. This way, they
say, Iraqi anti-aircraft batteries won’t mis-
take the reconnaissance aircraft for U.S.
and British warplanes and fire on them.

In their Jan. 19-20 talks here, the chief
inspectors “told us they have no authority
to achieve this,” Amin said.

On private interviews with scientists,
Amin reiterated to reporters, “We cannot
force them (scientists) to conduct such
interviews.”

In an authoritarian system like Iraq’s,
the inspectors believe, such specialists
will be more candid in private meetings,
without government officials monitoring,
when asked about possible illicit weapons
programs. Thus far, every potential Iraqi
witness has refused to submit to such
secret interviews, demanding the presence
of a witness.

American officials contend Saddam’s
government has threatened death for any
scientist who grants a private interview.

Although he discussed no possible
compromise approaches on the issues,
Amin told reporters, “We are always
ready to discuss or make technical discus-
sions with (the inspectors) to resolve any
pending issues from their point of view.”

A series of U.N. resolutions since
Iraq’s defeat by a U.S.-led coalition in the
1991 Gulf War prohibit any programs for
chemical, biological or nuclear weapons.
Thousands of Iraqi chemical and biologi-
cal weapons were destroyed under a pre-
vious U.N. inspection program in the
1990s, and an Iraqi program aimed at
building nuclear bombs was dismantled.

New inspections began in November,

after a four-year gap, to check for any left-
over weapons and to ensure that such pro-
grams haven’t been revived since the U.N.
teams departed in 1998.

The Bush administration insists, with-
out presenting proof, that Iraq is hiding
banned weaponry and says it will invade
the country if, in its view, Baghdad has
not disarmed.

The United States has marshaled
almost 90,000 military personnel in the
Gulf region, a number that may double
within weeks. In a further sign of the ris-
ing tension, the Turkish military Sunday
began moving troops from western
Turkey to its border with Iraq, a likely
flashpoint in any war.

The U.S. war plans, backed by British
Prime Minister Tony Blair, have stirred
opposition worldwide. Small numbers of
Western protesters sometimes bring their
protests to Baghdad’s streets, as a dozen
American women activists did on Sunday.

Calling themselves the “CodePink”
peace vigil, they demonstrated in
Baghdad’s Tahrir (Liberation) Square
sporting pink caps and pink umbrellas and
balloons, and unfurling a banner reading,
“Working Together For Peace.”

In Sunday’s daily U.N. arms inspec-
tions, monitors made surprise visits to,
among other sites, a missile factory west
of Baghdad and a chemicals complex to
the south, both often inspected before, and
to the Abu Ghraib Dairy Company, 12
miles west of the capital, the Information
Ministry reported.

The dairy inspection, during which the
U.N. team examined the interior of milk
truck tanks, was not immediately
explained, but the site presumably was
linked to the hunt for signs of biological
weapons work.

“They have been looking for more than
50 days, and didn’t find anything. The
Iraqis are right — we don’t have these
kinds of weapons,” a leader of Iraq’s
National Assembly, Secretary General
Ghalib Jassim, told a reporter at a cere-
mony marking the 12-year anniversary
period of the 1991 Gulf War.

Explosion destroys bank building in Nigeria, Kkilling at least 40

BY DULUE MBACHU

Associated Press Writer

LAGOS, Nigeria — A powerful explosion tore apart
a bank and dozens of apartments above it Sunday in
Nigeria’s crowded commercial capital, killing at least 40
people and trapping many others, relief workers said.

Police were investigating a range of motives —
including that the blast was part of a bank robbery plot.
Looting and bloody fights broke out as hundreds of
young men grabbed fistfuls of cash from the leveled bank
and battled over them.

In the chaos, trapped victims cried for rescue and
onlookers wailed as rescuers retrieved bloody, broken
bodies.

The Red Cross said searchers had recovered more than
30 dead and 32 injured. Ten of the wounded died later at
Lagos General Hospital, hospital workers said.

Many more victims were believed caught in the rub-
ble, and the death toll could rise, said Emmanuel I[jewere,
president of the Nigeria Red Cross.

The blast occurred about 12:30 p.m. on Lagos Island,
a crowded high-rise district of banks and other business-
es packed side-by-side with poor, densely populated res-
idential blocks.

The four-story bank building collapsed, bringing three

floors of apartments crashing down on the ground floor
Prudent Bank. Fires flared briefly after the blast, which
could be heard for miles and sent a tower of smoke into
the sky.

Two adjoining buildings were heavily damaged, and
buildings for blocks around had shattered windows and
other marks of the explosion.

Residents said some victims had been blocks away
from the bank building.

“My uncle was in the balcony of our house talking
with a friend and the force of the explosion threw them
down,” resident Remi Oyebanji said. “They’re both
dead.”

An Associated Press reporter saw 10 crushed bodies.
One covered corpse appeared to be that of a child.

Resident Omololu Kassim, who was helping carry the
victims, said he saw 40 dead and as many injured. Local
radio put the toll at 50 or more. The blast came as many
were at church, preventing an even higher death toll.

Hundreds of police surrounded the damaged neigh-
borhood, dispersing the looters and forcing back thou-
sands of onlookers. Cranes and other heavy equipment
moved in to lift up the heavy concrete slabs and other
debris.

Ambulance drivers fought to navigate narrow streets
and push through the throngs to get to victims.

Survivors bundled together what possessions they
could and set off in search of safe housing.

“My husband is dead,” one middle-aged woman cried,
carrying a bundle on her head and dragging a little boy
behind.

Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo flew in from
the capital of Abuja to visit the blast site. Obasanjo,
accompanied by Lagos state Gov. Bola Tinubu, had no
comment.

Tinubu said his government will begin a judicial
investigation into the blast and he promised free medical
treatment for the injured.

Lagos Island is one of two islands that, with the main-
land, make up this city of 12 million. Congestion on the
island has sent many businesses moving to other parts of
Lagos in recent years.

Nigeria is Africa’s most populous nation, with 120
million people, and urban crowding contributes to high
death tolls in disasters and other tragedies.

On Jan. 27, 2002, a series of explosions at an army
munitions depot in Lagos killed more than 1,000 people.
Hundreds of them drowned after jumping in a canal to
escape the blast.
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West defeats East in NHL All-Star game shootout

BY ALAN ROBINSON
AP Sports Writer

SUNRISE, Fla. — In a trying, trou-
bling season, the NHL almost got the All-
Star game wrong, too. Even if Dany
Heatley didn’t.

Heatley, a not-so-well known star from
a last-place team playing in his first All-
Star game, joined hockey greats such as
Wayne Gretzky and Mario Lemieux by
scoring a record-tying four goals Sunday,
though he couldn’t prevent the Western
Conference from beating the East in the
first All-Star shootout in NHL history.

Just like baseball’s All-Star tie fiasco of
last summer, there was considerable con-
fusion at the finish. At least the NHL had
a winner — a big relief for a league
embarrassed twice this season by teams
going bankrupt.

After a 5-all regulation tie set up the
fourth overtime All-Star game, the West
won 6-5 when Markus Naslund, Bill
Guerin and Paul Kariya scored in the
shootout against goalie Patrick Lalime.
Only Heatley — of course — scored for
the East against goalie Marty Turco.

Though Heatley put the puck in the net
five times, the NHL announced several
minutes after the game he would be cred-
ited only with four goals — the fifth play-
er to do so.

Most of the fans left thinking the score
was 8-6, as the West outscored the East 3-
1 in the shootout; that also was changed
by the NHL’s hockey operations depart-
ment after most had departed.

No, Bud Selig wasn’t running the
show, either, even if it might have seemed
like it amid the confusion.

“You heard the fans, they didn’t want

to go home without somebody winning
this game,” Turco said. “They wanted the
East to win, but they were definitely excit-
ed and that got me pumped.”

Even Gretzky got excited. The Great
One went to the East’s locker room before
the third period and urged Heatley to go
for the record.

“He told me to get five, six or seven,”
Heatley said. “It was unbelievable for him
to come down. Too bad I couldn’t get the
fifth one.”

Players on both sides said that, unlike the
cruise control level of most All-Star games,
both teams really wanted to win this one.

“All of a sudden, with 12 to 15 minutes

to go, everybody was getting in front of

everything, there was a little more stick
work and the competitive juices got flow-
ing,” the West’s Al MaclInnis said.

Olli Jokinen said, “It was a lot faster
and we even saw a few hits. It’s a game
for the fans, and I think this was the best
(All-Star game) in many years.”

Heatley, a 22-year-old overshadowed
at times on his own Atlanta Thrashers
team by Ilya Kovalchuk, matched Gretzky
(1983), Lemieux (1990), Vincent
Damphousse (1991) and Mike Gartner
(1993) as the only players in the All-Star
game’s 53-year history with four goals.

He’s also the youngest at 22 years and
13 days, or one day younger than Gretzky
was in ’83.

“I was pretty relaxed,” Heatley said.
“After I got the first one (against Patrick
Roy), I was pretty relaxed and the chances
kept coming and I put a few in.”

By taking away Heatley’s shootout
goal, the NHL also prevented him from
matching Lemieux’s 1988 record of six
points in a game.

Mike Weir stays steady
to win Bob Hope Classic

BY KEN PETERS
AP Sports Writer

LA QUINTA — Mike Weir, who
stayed steady down the stretch while Jay
Haas and Tim Herron shot themselves
into trouble, won the Bob Hope Classic
on Sunday.

Weir shot a closing 5-under par 67 to
finish at 30-under 330 and two strokes in
front of Haas, who was tied for the lead
until he hit into the water in front of the
18th green.

It was the second year in a row Haas,
the 1988 Hope champion, held the lead
only to lose it late in the final round, this
time despite shooting a 69.

Herron, four shots ahead of Weir and
Haas heading into the final round of the
five-day tournament, struggled to a 75
that that included a quadruple bogey on
No. 16.

He finished tied for third at 25 under
with Chris DiMarco, who shot 70.

The win by Weir, a native of Sarnia,
Ontario, marks the sixth straight tour
event won by a foreigner, dating back to
the final two tournaments of last year.

PGA officials believe foreign players
have never won six tour tournaments in a
row, and the last time foreigners took the
first four events of the year was in 1927
when Tommy Armour and Bobby
Cruickshank of Scotland each won twice
to begin the season.

Haas’ shot was short as he went for the
green over the water on the 543-yard, par-

5 No. 18. Then Weir, who had hit his sec-
ond shot into the fairway, knocked his
third shot onto the right fringe of the
green and drilled a 35-foot birdie putt into
the center of the cup.

Haas took a bogey because of the
penalty stroke when he hit into the water.

Weir, who trailed Haas by three shots
at the turn, caught him by making a short
birdie putt on No. 17 to go 29 under while
Haas took a par on the hole.

Playing conditions were ideal for the
first four days of the 90-hole tournament,
but gusting winds early in the day made
club selection difficult for much of the
final round.

David Gossett matched par to finish
fifth at 24 under, and defending champion
Phil Mickelson, who came on strong after
an opening 70, had a 67 to finish in a tie
with Pat Perez for sixth at 23 under. Perez
shot 71.

Herron’s troubles on the 364-yard, par-
4 No. 16 ran the gamut of hazards —
sand, rocks and water — as he took eight
shots to get down.

He hit his tee shot into the bunker,
wedged his next shot under a large rock,
took a penalty, then hit over the green and
into the water. After another penalty, he
pitched to within 15 feet of the hole, but
his putt from there curled just over the rim
of the cup, and he finally putted out.

Last year, Haas led the Hope at 26
under with eight holes to go, but bogeyed
No. 13 to start a slide that wound up in a
74 that dropped him into a tie for 16th.

After getting his fourth goal with six
minutes still remaining in the second peri-
od, Heatley flashed a typical hockey play-
er’s missing-tooth grin, then spent the rest
of the fast-moving and relatively low-scor-
ing game trying to get his record fifth goal.

His linemates, who usually included
home-ice star Jokinen of Florida and
Washington’s Jaromir Jagr, tried to get it
for him too, repeatedly giving him the
puck every time he hit the ice.

He didn’t get that fifth goal in regula-
tion, but Heatley did set up Jokinen’s first

career All-Star goal midway through the
third period. Jokinen, a late addition to the
game when Saku Koivu pulled out with
an injury, also had a memorable debut
with a goal and three assists.

Heatley’s big game came only one year
after he played in the Young Stars game,
held the night before the All-Star game.

Fittingly enough, his big game highlight-
ed an afternoon in which the NHL’s young
stars — for a change — truly did overshad-
ow the traditional names such as Roy,
Roenick, Lidstrom, Forsberg and Jagr.

y -_Prbstate Cancer Trial

The doctors at AmericasDoctor/ Pacific Clinical
Research are conducting a research study involving
an expenmental medication for the treatment of
[!Fll!\l.‘llL‘ cancer.

If you meet the criteria below, you may qualify
o [?:!I‘ICI!I.'E[L’.

Study participants will receive study medication,
study-related physical exams, and laboratory work
al no cost,

If you would like 10 get more information on this
clinical trial, please contact

* Generally good health

= D sed with prostate cancer

* Received localized treatment such as surgery
to remove the prostate or radiation thempy

= PSA is beginning to rise

AmericasDoctor/ Pacific Clinical
Research at 310-§29-1317

2021 Santa Monica Blvd.. Suites 535E & 510E
Santa Monica, CA 90404

(310) 863-5435
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HERE!

2x3.5
As low as $25

STRICTLY THERAPEUTIC
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DEEP CIRCULATORY BODY

Rl
Laura Cavanaugh
310-210-1265

Interested in reaching
daily comic readers?
These spaces are
available immediately!
6 days a week.
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CLASSIFIEDS

Santa Wonica Dailp Vress

Why advertise weekly when you can advertise DAILY?

Classifieds

$350 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.

Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business
opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative

Employment

For Sale

Furniture

Pets

Boats

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos Rent

Houses for Rent

Roomates

Commerical Lease

Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage

Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities

Yard Sales

Health and Beauty

Fitness

Wealth and Success

Lost and Found
Personals
Obituaries

CULVER CITY art studio for
rent. No live-ins or musicians.
Daily shoot space available.
(310)614-5592.

Employment

APARTMENT ASSISTANT
Managers team needed. Best
pay & benefits. Fax resume to
(310)451-1628.

EXPERIENCED SERVICE Deli
Counter Person/Food Prep.
FT/PT. Friendly, good custom-
er service skills. Must be able to
work weekends and evenings.
Call Richard 8am-10am
(310)452-6604 or fax resume to
(310)452-3364.

INSIDE SALES person needed
for bankcard services. Part-
time. Self-starter to call on busi-
nesses. (323)852-1527 Fax:
(323)852-1504. BJ

MANAGER WANTED
Vintage Clothing Store in To-
panga. Must be reliable, re-
sponsible, organized, enthusi-
astic & self-motivated.  Full
time. Good pay. Contact Mari-
na at Hidden Treasures
(310)455-2998

PART TIME counter help want-
ed for Santa Monica small busi-
ness. (310)451-9785

PART TIME/ Full Time front of-
fice help wanted for busy Santa
Monica  Chiropractic ~ Office
(310)998-5899 or fax (310)998-
5896

RECEPTIONIST FOR busy Tel-
ecom office. Phone/clerical,
general office. Must be organ-
ized and detail oriented. PC
skills required. Available Mon-
Fri, 9am-6pm. Lily (310)253-
9000.

"SNUGGLE NEST" For safe co-
sleeping. Opened and washed,
but never used. $25 (original
price is $50 to $60) Contact Ni-
na at (310)395-7321.

Furniture

7 PIECE Bedroom Set. All
brand new! Wood sleigh bed,
mattress set, nightstand, and
more. Moving and must sell!
List $2500. Giveaway $795.
(310)350-3814.

BEDROOM FURNITURE: Full
size dresser with large mirror,
two bedside tables. Old, but
good condition, $75. Contact
Nina at (310)395-7321.

BRAND NEW couch & love
seat. Overstuffed, light green.
$500 OBO. (310)829-3948

CHERRY SLEIGH Bed. Solid
wood. Still in box. List $795.
Sacrafice $295. (310)350-3814

ITALIAN LEATHER Sofa &
Loveseat. Brand new, still in
crate from designer home
show. List $3000. Sacrifice
$995. Must selll Will deliver!
(310)350-3814.

KING DOUBLE Pillowtop Ma-
tress Set. Brand new, brand
name. Must sell! List $895. Sac-
rafice $295. (310)350-3814

QUEEN DOUBLE Pillowtop
Matress Set. Plush, name
brand, still in plastic. Warranty.
Was $595. Sacrafice $175.
(310)350-3814.

QUEEN ORTHO Matress Set.
New, still in plastic w/warranty.
Must sell. $125 (310)350-3814.

[ Waned

RETAIL ASSISTANT MANAG-

ER

Retail clothing store. Eexper-
ience a prerequisite. Excellent
starting salry. Call Robert
(310)576-6980 or Fax resume
(310)260-4813

SALES / Inside. Aircraft parts
distributor seeks career minded
people. W. LA (818)344-5722

THE DAILY Press is seeking a
full time circulation manager.
The position requires early
hours (2am to 7am), six days
per week. Candidate must be
motivated, efficient and possess
a desire to win. Must have relia-
ble transportation and clean
driving record. Long term posi-
tion, aggressive pay. Fax re-
sume and cover letter to 310-
576-9913, or call 310-458-7737
x 104.

[ Forsale |

LINCOLN 1994 Continental.
Excellent condition, low miles,
full power. $5,500.00 or B.O.
(310)477-1680

CASH FOR ANTIQUES,
COLLECTIBLES, ESTATE
JEWELRY, DISHES, PHO-
TOS, X-MAS DECORA-
TIONS. 40YRS. OR OLD-
ER BUYING ESTATES OR
ONE ITEM.
(310)393-1111

CLASSIC & SPORTS Cars.
American, English or European.
Running or not. Cash paid.

Sportscar LA (310)398-2198

MONTANA: DISCOVERY Ski
Mt./Georgetown Lake. Large 4
Bedroom house. Great views.
Ski, snowmobile, ice fish, snow
shoe. $1200 a week (310)899-
3777.

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Compa-
ny. 2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa
Monica, CA 90403.

MAR  VISTA $1995.00
3bdrm/2ba. Ground level, patio,
stove, dishwasher, new carpet,
spacious, 3 pkg. spaces
(310)534-3543x107.

BEVERLY HILLS ADJ.
$1550.00 Vintage 2 story
1920's duplex. Master Bed-
room, ent. ctr, 2 BDR/1BA,
livng rm, eat-in kitchen, bright,
Mexican tile, faux fireplace, lots
of archit. detail, hrdwd flrs. Per-
mit Street Prkng.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BEVERLY HILLS ADJ.
$1175.00 Close to Malls, on
Sweetzer, Bright 2BDR/1BA,
Indry, prkng, d/w, stove, Water
& Trash incld, newly finished
hrdwd, fresh paint, small pet
OK.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BEVERLYWOOD ADJACENT
$525.00 Bachelor in quaint
smaller building. Fresh paint
and carpet. 1 year Lease, no
pets. (310)396-4443 ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

CONTEMPORARY  $1550.00
2bdrm/2.5ba 2-story townhouse
wifireplace, balcony, high ceil-
ings, gated entry, 2 car gated
parking. Fireplace, stove, dish-
washer, laundry facilities, 1 year
lease, no pets. (310)396-4443
ext. 102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

MARINA PENINSULA
$2,595.00 Very large
2bdrm/2ba with huge loft, high
ceilings, roof top patio and bal-
cony. Unit overlooks the Grand
Canal and the Silver Strand. 2
car parking. 1 year lease, no
pets. (310)396-4443 ext. 102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

CULVER CITY $650.00
Quiet, single, remodeled build-

ing, pool, landscape, blcny,
crpts. Convenient to shopping,
premises, dishwasher, fire-

place, refrigerator, stove.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

GLENDALE $825.0 Remodeled
2BD/2BA near the Glendale
Galleria, complete renovation,
air cond., crpts, stv, swimming
pool.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BRENTWOOD $1250.00

Trad. 2BDR/1BA

Upper, Newer crpt, fridge,
stove, Indry & prkng. No pets.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BRENTWOOD $750.00
Charming upper unit, hardwood
floors, laundry on premises.
Unit has formal kit, crpts, Irg
clsts, fridge, stove. Will consid-
er pets

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BRENTWOOD ADJ. $1650.00
Gorgeous 2 BDR/2BA. A/C,
Alrm, D/W, firepl., hrdwd, High
Ceilings, microwave, fridge, stv,
contolled access, walk in clsts,
pet ok, roman tub.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

MDR ADJ $1,850.00
3bdrm/1.5ba duplex, hardwood
floors, fireplace, parking. Days
(818)708-9903 / Eve-Weekend
(818)509-9813.

HOLLYWOOD  Starting @
$1025.00-1050.00  Contempo
1BDR/1BA Pet ok, living room,
new crpt & paint. Jacuzzi, gat-
ed underground prkng. Upper
& lower uints avail., only some
have fireplaces!

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

HOLLYWOOD Starting @
$1275.00-1350.00 Comtempo
2BDR/2BA, pet ok, living rm,
new crpt & paint, jacuzzi, gated
underground prkng. Upper and
lower units avail., only some
have fireplaces!

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

LOS FELIZ $1075.00 2+2,
Courtyard sundeck, bckyrd w/
lots of trees, exclusive profes-
sional bldg, A/C, crpts, D/W,
Fridge, stv, sauna, no eviction,
bad credit OK.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

MDR  PENINSULA:
2bdrm/2ba, no pets, freshly
painted, new carpets, D/W,
stove, refrigerator, 2 fireplaces,
walk-in closets, 2 car parking.
SHL Management (310)870-
1757.

$2000

MdR: Marina City Club: 1 mo.
free rent. 2BDR/2BA. CTS Pla-
za Level. Marina view, full
amen., nu paint & crpts.
$2575.00 (310)273-4073

MID-WILSHIRE $675.00 New-
er 1BD/1BA, new crpt, blinds,
freshly painted & clean,gated
prkng, Indry facil. on premises,
blcny, stv, gated entrance/ con-
trolled access.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

MID-WILSHIRE $675.00
Charming, 1BD/1BA Lndry fa-
cilities on premises, gas range,
hrdwd, garbage disposal, stove,
cable television.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

N. HOLLYWOOD $985.00
2BDR/1BA, new crpt, new ap-
plicances, all new, gated prkng,
AIC, blcny, stv, Irg clsts, pool,
no pets, wik to shops.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

NEW STUDIO Apartments
available from $1295.00 to
$1355.00. Six blocks from the
beach. Three blocks from Third
St. Promenade area! (310)656-
0311. www.breezesuites.com

PALMS $925.00

2BDR/2BA Upper unit, beauti-
ful tree lined street, quiet bldg,
mint condtion, light, crpt, cov-
ered prkng.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

PASADENA $700.00

Tranquil 1BDR/1BA, new carpet
and kitchen flooring, Indry facil.
on premises, air conditioning,
blcny, crpts, refig., stv.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

PASADENA $725.00

Spacious 1BDR/1BA, beamed
ceilings, very private hardwood
floors, Irg clsts, Upper unit, air
conditioning.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

S.M. $1700.00 On 18th near
SM Blvd. 2bdrm, 1.5ba. Town-
house. Appliances, wetbar, fire-
place, private patio, 2-car ga-
rage. Info: (310)828-4481.

SANTA MONICA $1550.00

N. of Wilshire, contemp., spa-
cious 2BD/2BA, stove, dish-
washer, prkng, pet OK, W/D in
unit, mini-blinds, fridge.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA  MONICA  $2700.00
Spacious 3 Bdroom/ 3 full Bath.
Top floor, high ceilings, sunny,
bright, double patio, views of
Santa Monica Mountains. Quiet
neighborhood, North of Wil-
shire. Security parking availa-
ble. (310)451-2178

SANTA MONICA $650.00 Im-
maculate Unit, new carpet, orig-
inal ceramic tile in kitchen and
bath sperate kitchen, laundry,
facility, refrig. stove, street
pkng, pets OK.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SM $1,150/$1,250 1bdrm/lba,
utilities/parking/refrig,  laundry,
included. Walk to beach and
Main St. Russell (310)396-
1439.

SM $1250.000 1bdrm, upper.
Brand new building. Microwave,
dishwasher, refrigerator, stove,
berber carpeting, large balcony,
parking. Available now! 1347
23rd St. (310)899-9917.

SM  $1350/$1450 1bdrm/lba,
hardwood/carpet, utilities/park-
ing/refrig  included. Balcony,
ocean view, walk to beach/Main
St. Russell (310)567-6108.
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SM $2,400.00 Townhouse Con-
do in condominium complex
with beautifully kept grounds.
3bdrm/2.5ba. New carpet &
paint. Very large unit w/private
patio, private entry, gated sub-
terranean parking, fireplace,
dishwasher, stove and storage
room. 1 year lease, no pets.
(310)396-4443 ext. 102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

SM 2BDRM/1.5BA  $2150.00
Prkg, wood flrs, newly remod-
eled, french doors, no pets.
(310)261-8989

SM 2BDRM/1.5BA  $2200.00
2 story, wood floors, newly re-
modeled, french doors, prkng,
no pets. (310)261-8989

STUDIO CITY $1000.00
1BDR/1BA New w/d in each
unit, new bbg and sun patio w/
fountain, central air & heat, mir-
rored wardrobe doors.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

STUDIO CITY $850.00
Contempo lower 1BDR/1BA,
cat ok, D/W, gorgeous bldg,
gated prkng, patio, A/C, tiled
kitchen, new lino bath.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

VALLEY VILLAGE $750.00
1BDR/1BA, super quiet bldg,
bbg, vertical blinds, new crpt,
very clean, pkg, Indry, gated en-
trance, stv. swimming pool.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

VENICE $1045.00 1bdrm/lba
w/hardwood floors, private bal-
cony, skylight, stove, d/w.
Close to Abbot Kinney, parking
available. 1 year lease, no pets.
(310)396-4443 X102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE $995.00 2bdrm/lba
Bright & airy. Quiet upper unit
w/new carpet and paint. 2 car
parking off street. Close to
beach/shops/restaurants. 1
year lease, no pets. (310)396-
4443 ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH
$1125.00Large 1bdrm/lba
apartments. Upper unit in large
courtyard w/swimming pool, 4
blocks to beach. Gated private
parking, laundry room, quiet
neighborhood.  (310)396-4443
ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $1025.00 Sin-
gle, totally remodeled w/hard-
wood floors and tile. New ev-
erything, must see to appreci-
ate. 1/2 block to beach & close
to Main Street. Parking includ-
ed, 1 year lease, no pets.
(310)396-4443 x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $2,400.00
Residential loft, completely ren-
ovated. 1bdrm/2ba, oak wood
floors, high ceilings, rooftop pa-
tio, balcony, 2 car parking, lots
of windows, lots of storage.
Great looking unit. 1 year lease,
no pets. (310)396-4443 x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $2,695.00
Craftsman house, 2bdrm/1.5ba
with 3 car parking. Hardwood
floors and tile w/large deck. 1/2
block from beach. 1 year lease,
no pets (310)396-4443 ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $850.00
Large single 1 block from the
beach. New carpet and paint,
bright and airy. 1 year lease,
no pets. (310) 396-4443 x102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $850.00 Sin-
gle w/lots of charm and original
hardwood floors. 1 block from
the beach. Close to shopping
and restaurants. 1 year lease,
no pets, paid parking available.
(310)396-4443 ext.102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $995.00 Sin-
gle w/ ocean view in historic
brick building on the beach. Ex-
posed brick walls. Lots of win-
dows and light. Recently re-
modeled w/ new paint and car-
pet. 1 year lease, no pets.
(310)450-1934

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE/SM $895.00 Large cor-
ner studio, secure building,
parking, pool. 235 Main St. Se-
nior citizen 62+ only. (310)261-
2093.

W. HOLLYWOOD $1450.00
Townhouse 2BDR/1.5BA. Front
unit, new paint, new blinds, lots
of kit. cabinets. Offstreet prkng,
Indry facilites on premises,
dishwasher, hrdwd flrs, refriger-
ator, stove.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

WeHo $750.00 Character,
gas stove, fridge, carport, Indry,
secure entry, new crpt, new lino
firs, Close to the Grove.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

WeHo $795.00 Spanish
1BDR/1BA, high ceilings, stove,
fridge, crwn mldngs, wic, cat,
carpet.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

WeHo $750.00 Classic New
York Style brick bldg, hrdwd
flrs, PET OK, Stove, Ceiling fan,
Crwn Molding, Close to shops
and rest. Pkng avail.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

WEST HOLLYWOOD $795.00
Great 1BD/1BA, patio, 2 units
avail., patio, hrdwd floors, stv,
fridge, Spanish style.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

Furnished Apts/Condos

SANTA MONICA $795.00
Lower Unit, Part. Furn., safe
neighborhood, bright, full kitch-
en, off of Wilshire Blvd., utils.
inc., amenities include Street
parking, Indry facilities, crpts,
furnished, refrig., stv, storage.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

Ho

VENICE CANALS House
$3,250 3bdrm/2ba, 2 car ga-
rage, canal front patios and
views, fireplace. Great location!
Repainted inside and out, new
carpet downstairs, new wood
trim, new garage door, new
deck, new windows. 1 year
lease. No pets. (310)396-4443
ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

Roommates

S.M. SHARE 2bdrm furnished
apt., all utilities paid including
cable. 9th & Wilshire. Male only.
$675.00 (310)394-1050.

Commercial Lease

ABBOT KINNEY Design Offi-
ces, 1,2,3,4 decks, views, kitch-
ens. 500-10,000sq./ft. 2 blocks
from beach. Call for pricing.
(310)399-9371

BY THE beach: Office or com-
mercial. 1/2 block to beach or
Marina Peninsula. In the Port-
noy Building at 3401 Pacific.
$1250.00 Owner, Agent.
(310)420-7862 or (310)480-
7861.

CONFERENCE ROOM: Availa-
ble for weekly, daytime meet-
ings or individual dates. Close
to freeways, W. LA. Seats 60.
Attractive, windowed, AC
space. Affordable, comfortable.
Chairs, tables. Large white
boards. Video/Audio equipment.
Available (310)820-6322.

OFFICE AVAILABLE in 5 office
suite. 1121 4th St., SM. Law/Li-
brary, (West), reception, copier,
fax. $825/mo. with secretary
desk. Marcia, Agt. (310)394-
4492.

SANTA MONICA Main St.
$500.00 to $750.00. Space
available for rent. Hottest loca-
tion on Main St. Can be ven-
dors like clothing, jewelry, can-
dles, salts, etc. Call only
(310)430-3595.

1994 Ford Escort LX Compact
Station Wagon - 106,000 miles,
CD player, good condition,
$2,200. Contact Nina at
(310)395-7321.

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Non-sexual.
Introductory ~ specials  from
$45.00/1hr.  Infout.  Lynda,
L.M.T. (310)749-0621

ERIC: CERTIFIED Massage
Therapist. (310)877-3412

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong
and tender relaxing bodywork
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

ITALIAN MALE
Therapeutic/Sensual CMT
90/min, wi/table, late night,

infout. (213)303-8773

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with a ther-
apeutic  Swedish/Deep-tissue
massage. Laura (310)394-2923
(310)569-0883.

STRETCH-U-OUT  SENSUAL
full body massage by athletic
male. In/Out Eric (310)815-
1222.

Majestic
Uood Floors
Hardwood Floors
¢ Installation
® Refinishing
® Repairs

Quality Work at a Great Price
Insured & Licensed

818-981-4049

PIANO LESSONS: HOUSE
CALLS AVAILABLE Pro per-
former, composer with 20+
years of exp. Sightreading, im-
prov, accompanying. All styles,
ages, levels. (310)452-2459 or
jeannie.com.

PRIVATE TUTOR: Ten years
experience in science, math
and english. Excellent referen-
ces. PhD Call John (310)314-
3370.

PSYCHIC DAVE - Future for-
casting in love and money.
Dave was a regular on “Beyond
with  James Van Praagh”
(323)610-0161.
psychicdave@aol.com.

STRONG & SOOTHING profes-
sional & therapeutic bodywork.
Intro:  $35/90min.  Will also
trade massage. Paul:
(310)741-1901.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE,
Swedish, Accupressure,
Deep-tissue, Sports Mas-
sage, Reflexology. For apt
call Tracy at (310)435-0657.

Announcements

ASSISTANCE LEAGUE OF
SANTA MONICA
Visit our bargain bazaar at 1453
15th St. Very reasonable prices.
(310)395-2338

"I SOLD it one day! When | put
my futon for sale in the Daily
Press, it took me one day to sell

ROB

(actual photo)

<2
N

Trning * Massage
(310) 701-7371

SEX THERAPY Enhance de-
sire, intimacy, passion and
sensual pleasure. Surro-
gates & Training available.
AASECT Cert. Bryce Britton,
MS (310)450-5553

it...thanks!" Nina Stewart, San- )
ta Monica. TURN FINE Art, collectibles,
movie swag, and junk into cash.
- E-bay sales and tutoring.
Services (310)780-7262.
VOCAL TRAINING Build,

EAST COAST
SPECIALISTS
FULL SERVICE MOVERS
LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE &
STORAGE SINCE 1978

800-489-0495
SAVE MONEY WITH US

MOVERS

b too small

2 men, $50 per hour. Fully insured
We make it EZ. Free prep. & boxes
Discount for handicap & seniors
Since 1975 Lic. T-163844

*30° OFF with this ad

strengthen, learn support and
control. Sing and love it. Pat
(310) 392-5080

WILLIAM JONES Handyman.
Carpet cleaning, minor plumb-
ing, broken windows, hang
doors, painting, stucco patch.
(310)387-4834.

YOUR CEILING needs clouds?
Walls need faux paint for Euro-
pean look? Call Brian at
(310)264-1559

Business Services

HOW can you get the power
of email working for your
business?

Great Big Noise
www.greatbignoise.com

(323) 263-2378 or (800) 2GO-BEST

IRS-PROOF TAX Returns!!
Returns prepared by experi-
enced tax attorney.
Jake@largerlaw.com or call
Jake Larger (310)471-8773

FEEL
THE
ENERGY
Suzanne
310.479.2634

Computer Services

COMPUTER HELP: Your home
or office. Tutoring Microsoft
Word, Excel, Internet naviga-
tion. Please call (310)207-3366.

NEED HELP with your PC &/or
the internet? Call your computer
helper. All welcome. (310)236-
1474.

PC PARAMEDIC
Computer & Networking Serv-
ices. Home/Small Business.
Weekdays & Weekends.
(310)576-7519.

Classified
Advertising

Conditions
:REGULAR RATE:
s2.50 a day. Ads
over 15 words add
20¢ per word per
day. Ad must run a
minimum of
twelve consecutive
days. PREMIUMS:
First two words
caps no charge.
Bold words, italics,
centered lines, etc.
cost extra. Please
call  for rates.
TYPOS: Check your
ad the first day of
publication. Sorry,
we do not issue
credit after an ad
has run more than
once. DEADLINES:
4:00 p.m. prior the
day of publication
except for
Monday’s  paper
when the deadline
is Friday at 4:00
p.m. PAYMENT:
All private party
ads must be pre-
paid. We accept
checks, credit
cards, and of
course cash. COR-
RESPONDENCE:
To place your ad
call our offices 9
am. to 5 p.m,
Monday through
Friday, (310)458-
7737; send a check
or money order
with ad copy to
The Santa Monica
Daily Press, P.O.
Box 1380, Santa
Monica, CA 90406
or stop in at our
office located at
1427 Third Street
Promenade, Ste.
202. OTHER
RATES: For infor-
mation about the
professional servic-
es directory or clas-
sified display ads,
please call our
office at (310)458-
7737
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A ‘generous gift’

By The Associated Press

FRANKLIN, Tenn. — A Christmas Eve collection
envelope at Christ United Methodist Church contained
an engagement ring and a wedding band.

“My hope and my prayer is that somebody, by doing
this, found some peace in their life,” the Rev. Tom
Gildemeister said.

Church leaders said they have no idea who left the
unmarked envelope or why.

About 550 people attended services that night, about
half of them visitors. Gildemeister said the church,
founded in 1997, has a relatively large number of
divorced members.

Perhaps the gift showed gratitude to God for giving
someone strength to persevere through hard times, said
Hanes Sparkman, a church member and jeweler who is
appraising the rings. He described the rings as “an awful
generous gift” but declined to estimate their value.

“Maybe they didn’t have the cash to put in and this
was their way of telling God thanks for all that he’s done
in their life,” Sparkman said.

Political snub

By The Associated Press

MATHIAS TOWNSHIP, Mich. — Voters elected
Geri Timonen as their clerk, but she won’t serve because
of a swearing-in error and subsequent snub.

Incumbent Timonen defeated Amy Richmond in the
general election, but Mathias Township board members

on Tuesday appointed Richmond anyway.

A vacancy was created when Timonen was sworn in
Jan. 3, after the Jan. 1 deadline set by state law. The
township board needed to appoint a clerk, but was under
no legal obligation to appoint Timonen, The Mining
Journal of Marquette reported.

“We appointed the runner-up,” township Supervisor
Everette Dalgord said. “There was only three of us at the
meeting, and all three of us voted for Amy Richmond.”

Dalgord said board members were unhappy with
Timonen’s job performance since she was appointed in
March 2001. “It just wasn’t working out,” Dalgord said.

Timonen said she made some mistakes, like not pay-
ing a couple of bills on time. But she says the errors
were minor.

“I’m new. I’'m human,” she said, adding that she was
unaware of the Jan. 1 swearing-in rule.

Computer death

By The Associated Press

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Believe Cathy Uhl, not
the computer, when she insists she’s alive.

A computer error at Saint Mary’s Mercy Medical
Center mistakenly identified her and thousands of other
patients as deceased.

“We’ve had problems with insurance before. But
when I got this letter, I said, ’Brad (her husband), you’re
not going to believe this. According to this, I'm dead,””
said Uhl, an administrative supervisor at The Grand
Rapids Press.

Uhl is one of 8,500 people who got the Jan. 2 letter,
which notified patients that bills issued between mid-
October and Dec. 11 had been coded incorrectly to indi-
cate that the person was dead.

The glitch happened during a routine update of Saint
Mary’s computer files in October, Jennifer Cammenga,
a spokeswoman for Saint Mary’s, told The Grand
Rapids Press.

One digit was dropped from a computer code to indi-
cate the patients were “deceased,” rather than “dis-
charged to home.”

Cammenga, who also received a letter, said the prob-
lem is being corrected and the hospital is contacting
affected patients and their insurance providers.

The mistake was discovered by a Saint Mary’s
employee who was helping a patient with a billing prob-
lem. She noticed that the bill said the patient died, but
the patient was standing in front of her, said Saint
Mary’s chief financial officer, Steve Pirog.

“Once we identified the problem, getting it fixed took
only a few days,” Pirog said.

Bus brain teasers

By The Associated Press

AMHERST, Mass. — Who says there’s nothing
better to do on a bus ride than doze off or stare out the
window?

Ambherst-area commuters now have brain teasers to
keep them awake and focused when they’re riding buses
operated by UMass Transit.

The buses display placards with cartoon-illustrated
physics problems. In one, two cats and a dog out for a
day of fishing throw an anchor overboard, prompting
riders to ponder if the level of the lake rises, falls or
stays the same.

The placards are the brain children of Robert Romer,
a retired Amherst College physics professor.

“All my life I have been trying to get people of vari-
ous ages to think about physics and to enjoy doing so,
so this is just a peculiar form of continuation of that mis-
sion,” Romer said.

Along with the anchor-in-the-lake dilemma, there
will be five more placard puzzles coming soon to the
bus routes, all illustrated by Bruce Aller. Answers are
posted online at http://www.amherst.edu/ 7/8physic-
sqanda/.

UMass Transit is donating space for the placards.

“I think it’s great,” said Allan E. Byam, UMass Transit
manager. “I’'m very interested to see how many hits his
Web site gets. It’s nice to have some positive stuff up on
the bus, instead of just (placards saying) "Don’t eat on the
bus’ and "Report hate crimes’ and such.”
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Artful Science: The Social-Cultural Relationship Between Built
and Natural Environments. Sam Francis Gallery at Crossroads
School in Santa Monica presents an exhibition of drawings,
paintings, photographs, and sculpture. Mon-Fri, 10am to 4pm
through February 14. 1714 Twenty-First St., 2nd Floor, Peter
Boxenbaum Arts Building. For more information please call
(310)829-7391 ext. 425.

Toddler Time, 10 a.m. Barnes & Noble at the Promenade and
Wilshire. (310)260-9110.

Santa Monica Strutters, a FREE program sponsored by UCLA
Healthcare's 50-Plus Program! Walking programs for adults 50
or older looking for safe, low-impact exercise in a comfortable
environment. The Santa Monica Strutters meet Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays, from 8 a.m. To 10 a.m., at Santa
Monica Place, Fourth St. and Broadway Ave. in Santa Monica.

Senior Suppers - Discounted meals for people AGE 55 or older
are served daily, from 3:30 p.m. To 7 p.m., in the cafeteria at
Santa Monica-UCLA Medical Center, 1250 16th Street in
Santa Monica. $3.69 Info only: (310)319-4837.

Harvelle's Blues Club present Sports Happy Hour, 5pm to 8pm.
100 inch movie screen with high definition LCD projector, JBL
surround sound, drink specials, $3.00 Happy Hour Buffet. 1432
4th Street. Between Broadway and Santa Monica Blvd.
(310)395-1676

Unurban Coffee House presents Hot Topics Night hosted by

Calendar items are printed free of charge as a service to our readers. Please submit your items to todayspaper@smdp.com for consideration. Calendar events are limited by space, and will be run at the discretion of the Calendar Editor.

Ali every Monday evening. Signup is at 8pm. Open panel dis-
cussion and open forum. 3301 Pico Blvd. (310)315-0056

TUESDAY

Ongoing support groups for people 55 and older. Current
openings in, So, What Are You Going to Do With the Rest of
your Life? Tuesdays, 10:00 to 11:30am. Center for Healthy
Aging, 2125 Arizona Avenue. Sliding scale fee. Not drop-in

groups. Phone interview required. Call Information and
Referral. (310)576-2550.

Crossroads Schools in Santa Monica invites local musicians
(grades 3-7) to join orchestra rehearsals. Rehearsals are ongoing
and are held each Tuesday of the school year, from 3:15 to 4:15.
Students may join at anytime. Cost is free, students must bring
their own instruments. 1714 21st Street, SM. For more infor-
mation please call (310)829-7391

Santa Monica College Emeritus College Band invites adult
musicians who play a band instrument to join the band.
Rehearsals are held each Tuesday evening in the Band room at
Lincoln Middle School, 14th and California Streets from 7pm
to 9:15pm, Concerts are given during the year. For more infor-
mation call (310)474-5271.

Senior Suppers - Discounted meals for people AGE 55 or older
are served daily, from 3:30 p.m. To 7 p.m., in the cafeteria at
Santa Monica-UCLA Medical Center, 1250 16th Street in
Santa Monica. $3.69 Info only: (310)319-4837.

1441 Third St. at Broadway
About Schmidt (R) 1
Biker Boyz (PG-
The Hours (PG
The Guru (R) 17
:55

MANN CRITERION
1313 Third St.
Adaptation (R) 12:30,
Recruit (PG-13) 11:15,
). Confessions of

AMC THEATRE SM 7
1310 3rd Street
Just Married (PG-13) 1 8:15,
30. The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers
b tch Me If You Can

LANDMARK NU-WILSHIRE
1314 Wilshire Blvd.

Nickleby (PG)
The Pianist (R) 12:30, 3:4

LAEMMLE MONICA
332 2nd St.
Far From
Frida (R)
merican (R)

AERO THEATER

1328 Montana Ave.

My Big Fat Greek Wedding (PG) 5:30, 7:30,
9:30.
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Gieving for shuttle crew, and a daunting hunt for debris

BY DAVID CRARY
AP National Writer

United again in sorrow, Americans mourned the deaths of
the space shuttle astronauts at church services Sunday, while
investigators mobilized to determine what went wrong.
Search crews — some on horseback, some in helicopters —
tracked charred debris across Texas and Louisiana.

“I don’t know that we’ll ever find all these pieces,”
said Sheriff Thomas Kerss, overseeing the hunt for hun-
dreds, possibly thousands, of bits of wreckage strewn
over Nacogdoches County after the shuttle burst apart
above Texas.

At churches across America, at the Johnson Space
Center in Houston, at a U.S. Army base in Afghanistan,
even in the Iraq National Assembly, the loss of the seven
Columbia astronauts gave rise to grief and reflection.

“A lot of things occur, we just wonder why and how,”
said Jim Andreini, 58, attending a service at Grace Brethren
Church in Westerville, Ohio. “We like to think it’s all part
of the plan. Sometimes, it’s hard to understand.”

Officials said the collected debris would be trucked to
Barksdale Air Force Base in Louisiana for analysis by
engineering experts. Their findings will be part of a
NASA investigation aimed at discovering why the shut-
tle disintegrated Saturday, just moments from its sched-
uled landing in Florida.

NASA chief Sean O’Keefe said investigators,
though open to all possibilities, would focus initially
on whether insulation from a fuel tank caused damage
during Columbia’s Jan. 16 ascent that ultimately
doomed the shuttle.

A special federal commission also will conduct an
investigation, with its emphasis on policy matters affect-
ing the future of the U.S. space program. Harold W.
Gehman Jr., the retired Navy admiral who helped lead the
Pentagon’s inquiry into the USS Cole bombing, will head
that commission.

Committees in the House and Senate also plan to

———————— i |

for the vision of the country and the vision of the world.”
Across hundreds of square miles of Texas and Louisiana,
civilian and military authorities used horses, four-wheel
drive vehicles, Army helicopters and satellite data to locate
shuttle debris in pastures, woods and swamps.
Human remains, including a charred torso, were found

"| along the Texas-Louisiana state line. At a school in

Douglas, Texas, 150 miles northeast of Houston, debris
dented the roof and dotted the baseball field.

Kerss said it could be weeks or months before searchers
reach remote areas that might hold pieces of the shuttle.

No injuries were reported due to falling debris. But
Sue Kennedy, emergency management coordinator for
Nacogdoches County, said 70 people went to local hos-
pitals because they touched debris and were concerned
about possible toxic contamination.

As law enforcement agencies struggled to protect the
bits of wreckage, NASA warned against trying to auction
purported Columbia debris on Ebay.

“People should not be collecting that at all. It’s all

J government property,” said Bruce Buckingham, a
-| NASA spokesman.
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Joe Cavaretta/Associated Press
Flags and flowers adorn a fence at the entrance to
the Johnson Space Center in Houston, Texas,
Sunday morning. Seven astronauts perished when
the space shuttle Columbia broke to pieces as it re-
entered the atmosphere a for a landing in Florida
Saturday at the end of a 16-day mission.

examine the disaster.

“The key issue for us in Congress is why did it hap-
pen, how did it happen, how do we fix it and then how do
we project on forward with manned space flight?” said
Sen. Sam Brownback, R-Kan. “We need to continue that

In Iraq, bracing for possible war with the United
States, the government issued no formal statement about
Columbia, but some officials expressed sympathy for the
American people.

“We respect their feelings and share their sadness,”
said Bushra al-Samarai, a member of the Iraqi
National Assembly.

Both the shuttle disaster and Iraq were evoked at the
church service attended by President Bush. The Rev. Luis
Leon, rector of St. John’s Church across from the White
House, said he had heard others suggest the shuttle’s
breakup was “God’s way of getting back at us” for
Bush’s Iraq policies.

“That’s just garbage,” Leon said. “What happened
yesterday I think is the price that we pay for exploration,
it’s the price that we pay for the freedom that God has
granted all of us.”

Dustainable
Qualitn Award

JNomination Deadline Ffebroary 28th

LR TEAM
rorvre CAPTAIN’S
=9 WANTED

The Team Captain is a leader who forms a team, works

The Sustainable Quality Awards honor businesses
and organizations that make Santa Monica a bet-
ter place to live and work. Awards are given to
companies that demonstrate commitment to the
community in one or more of the following three
areas: economic development, stewardship of the
natural environment, and social responsibility.
Winners will be honored at the May 6th Chamber

Luncheon.

with the Relay Committee, and is the central organizing
person for their team and for the Relay event itself.
We need team captains to make this relay work!!!!

Team Captains responsibilities:
= Organize a team of 18-20 people and distribute team member’s packets
m Attend the Captain’s meetings (there will probably be 2 including one where
registration fees will be collected)
= Attend the Bank night 2 weeks before the event (Bring the money raised by your
team)
m Create a team name and select your team’s campsite
m Be enthusiastic and urge team members to Fundraise. Most of the money will

Nominations are quick and easy! Visit come from fundraising.

www.smsqa.com and click on “SQA Nomination
Form”, or contact the Chamber of Commerce at

310.393.9825 for more information.
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The next team captain's meeting for Relay For Life will be held at the
Ken Edwards Center, 1527 4th Street, Room 100B, Santa Monica. The
meeting will be on Wednesday, February 5, 2003, beginning at 6:00 p.m.
Parking is free.

For more information:
Please call Tracey Mayer at the American Cancer Society
(310) 348-0356 option 3/ext. 246
tracey.mayer@cancer.org
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