
By Daily Press staff

Erring on the side of caution, dis-
trict officials locked down both John
Muir Elementary and the nearby
SMASH Alternative School for
roughly two hours on Tuesday after-
noon after a nearby resident reported
seeing a man carrying a gun.

The resident called the Santa
Monica Police Department at 12:21
p.m., and officers dispatched to the

BY CORTNEY FIELDING
Special to the Daily Press

COLORADO AVE. — Add Yahoo!
to the growing list of entertain-
ment companies who have found a
home in Santa Monica.

The Internet giant announced
last week that it will join compa-
nies like HBO, MGM and CBS,
when it moves to Colorado Center
this summer. 

The Santa Monica location will

become Yahoo!’s entertainment
hub as it turns its focus to devel-
oping more of its own web con-
tent, Yahoo! spokeswoman Joanna
Stevens said. Colorado Center’s
close proximity to other entertain-
ment and “creative-type” busi-
nesses, both on its campus and
throughout Los Angeles, made it
an attractive area for the company.

“It’s a great environment for
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News of the Weird reported as far back
as 1998 on optimistic pet owners
preparing to pay large sums for a
cloned model of a deceased dog or
cat, mentioning a lab at Texas A&M
University planning to clone a collie-
husky named Missy (who was, of
course, according to her owners, “per-
fect"). The lab’s Dr. Mark Westhusin
and his team managed to clone its first
dog, “cc,” in 2001, and has subse-
quently cloned cattle, goats, pigs and a
cat. In December 2004, another outfit,
Genetic Savings and Clone (of Saus-
alito, Calif., and Madison, Wis.), ann-
ounced that it had delivered a kitten to
a woman for $50,000 that is a DNA
replica of Nicky, a cat that died last
year at age 17. 

In 1876, the National League of
Professional Baseball Clubs was form-
ed in New York. 
In 1882, Irish poet and novelist James
Joyce was born near Dublin. 
In 1897, fire destroyed the Pennsyl-
vania state capitol in Harrisburg. (A
new statehouse was dedicated on the
same site nine years later.) 
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By Daily Press staff

Toys “R” Us is closing up shop
in downtown Santa Monica.

The two-story big box retailer
at 402 Santa Monica Blvd. will
close its doors in April 2005. The
52,423-square-foot-building is
being acquired by CIM Group
through its CIM Urban Real Estate
Fund. It’s unknown what retailer
will move in. 

“CIM Group made a com-
pelling proposal for our store in
Santa Monica,” said Chris Kay,
chief operating officer of Toys

“R” Us, Inc. “We were pleased to
be able to offer all of our employ-
ees at the store positions in neigh-
boring locations, since we have 13
other stores in this market. We
enjoyed being a part of the Santa
Monica community.” 

Planet Action, located at the
Toys “R” Us property, will contin-
ue to operate in its 8,640-square-
foot space. 

The total transaction is valued
at more than $30 million and CIM
paid about $24 million for the
building, according to an article
published in the Jan. 28 Los

Angeles Business Journal.
CIM has invested in Santa

Monica since 1993, and developed
many prominent properties along
Third Street. 

“Santa Monica Boulevard and
Third Street form an emerging
center for Santa Monica retail,”
said Avi Shemesh, principal of
CIM Group. “This is a tremendous
opportunity to lease a premier
location that will only grow
stronger over time.”

CIM Group is the manager of

Toys ‘Were’ Us: Store leaving SM

Charity case

Nicky Five Aces/Five Aces Photo
Field training officer Leone, a four-year veteran of the Santa Monica Police
Department, checks the credentials of two people soliciting charitable
donations on the Third Street Promenade last week. Recent complaints of
overly aggressive collectors seeking money from passersby have prompt-
ed police to take names and numbers in order to ensure only bona fide
benevolent groups solicit.

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — The city sued
itself and lost over a voter-
approved initiative two years ago.
It appealed the decision and, last
week, lost again.

The California Second District
Court of Appeals deemed that
City Hall sued itself over the polit-
ical reform initiative without solid
legal footing. The court refused to
consider a range of constitutional-
ity concerns raised by the city.

Nearly 60 percent of Santa
Monica voters in November of
2000 voted in favor of Prop. LL,
which was designed to stop city
workers and elected leaders from
collecting cash, gifts and other
perks from individuals who are
affected by their decisions.

Officials at City Hall immedi-

ately criticized the new proposi-
tion, calling it poorly written,
overly broad and a threat to the
constitutional rights of everyone
from low-level city clerks to elect-
ed leaders sitting on the Santa
Monica City Council. 

Just how to avoid those prob-
lems without blatantly ignoring
the will of voters was a major con-
cern to city officials. In May 2001,
City Attorney Marsha Moutrie
recommended, and the City
Council agreed, that the city file a
lawsuit against itself. It sued City
Clerk Maria Stewart, who, on
Moutrie’s advice, had refused to
implement the law for fear of
treading on the constitution. 

What followed was a legal
struggle that has lasted more than
four years, consumed untold hours

Even city can’t
fight City Hall

See PLAYTIME OVER, page 5See LOCKDOWN, page 5

Yahoo! sets SM as homepage
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LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★ Add a touch of imagination and

drama, and bosses will respond. At first you could
find someone overly serious and touchy. Walk a
conservative line financially while doing your best
work. Curb how far out your mind spins. Tonight:
Pay bills.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★ The Moon in your sign stops you

short, especially with a difficult person. Grant this
person the space to moan and groan all he or she
wants. Just be thrilled it isn’t you who feels this
negative. Tonight: Wherever you are, there is con-
tentment.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★ Knowing when to say you are defeat-

ed could be critical right now. Others respond to
your sense of fatigue or weariness. Everyone likes
some attention here and there. Why not you right
now? Tonight: Share with a confidante.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★ Zero in on what you want, encour-

aging even a reticent associate to join in. The pos-
itive power of teamwork can make all the differ-
ence in your life. Indulge others more often, even if
it is simply bringing cookies to work. Tonight: Zero
in on your friends.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★ Venus tumbles into your sign for

several weeks. Though you might not walk on
water, others admire your spirit, work or whatever
unique quality you possess that appeals to them.
You are on top of your game right now. You com-
mand respect. Tonight: Lead, don’t follow.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★ Often you might not be sure about

someone unusual or a concept that could be
brand-new. Being somewhat cautious is a positive
trait. Use it to your benefit. Your laughter often cov-
ers a more timid side. Tonight: A mental getaway.

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

★★★★★-Dynamic   ★★★★-Positive   ★★★-Average   ★★-So-so   ★-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★ Make sure you clear all the cob-

webs out of your mind before you launch into any
major decisions, projects or calls. Others have a
way of charming you into thinking their way.
Normally you aren’t vulnerable, but at the moment
you could be. Tonight: Make it OK to work late.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★ Others run with the ball. Your job

will be to sit back, observe and maybe follow.
Understand that you don’t have all the answers
right now. You don’t have to tell others that they
don’t have all the facts either. Tonight: Accept a
special invitation.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★ You are an all-or-nothing sign, and

right now, you give your all to a work project.
Though someone might be withholding key infor-
mation, you breeze right through a hassle or prob-
lem. Use your keen sense of timing. Tonight:
Design a relaxing weekend away.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★ Your efforts stem from a creative

need and desire to please. You don’t feel satisfied
unless you have given to others. Recognize that
your giving stems from your own need. Be realis-
tic about your altruistic ways. Tonight: Midweek
romp.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★ Your instincts could take you down

strange paths. You might want to hold on to your
opinions for now, as judgments run high. The key
factor is more what you don’t say. A partner might
be a soft touch when it comes to you. Tonight:
Remember, your home is your castle.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★ The way you say what you think,

as well as the words you choose, tell someone
you mean business. Associates might drag their
heels at first, but they do come through for you.
Good will marks a budding relationship. Tonight:
Curb a self-indulgent streak.

Design a relaxing weekend, Gem
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SURF CENTER santa monica

bCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop bbCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop b
1451 THIRD STREET PROMENADE
IN SANTA MONICA • 310.656.CURL

SURF REPORT

SATURDAY 5:01 2.0 5:36 0.3 10:51 4.7 N/A N/A

SUNDAY 5:55 1.9 11:32 4.0 5:55 1.9 6:00 0.8

MONDAY 12:47 4.3 12:27 3.3 7:06 1.8 6:26 1.3

TUESDAY 8:42 1.6 6:57 1.8 1:29 4.5 2:03 2.7

WEDNESDAY 10:25 1.0 7:47 2.3 2:24 4.8 4:50 2.5

THURSDAY 11:40 0.2 9:30 2.6 3:31 5.1 6:45 2.8

FRIDAY 11:40 0.2 9:30 2.6 3:31 5.1 6:45 2.8

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

Today the
water Is:

60°

With all the rain Southern California has
endured lately, the water quality of the bay
has steadily declined. Officials have warned
people to stay out of the water as bacteria
levels will surely make them sick. But many
people looking to catch a wave have ignored
the warnings.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know,

“How concerned are you about the water
quality of the Santa Monica Bay? Why?”  

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5
p.m. and we’ll print your responses in the
weekend edition. Please try to limit your
comments to a minute or less. It might help
to think first about the wording of your
response.

New NW swell arrived on schedule Tuesday, and
increased surf along the coast. Most west-facing
breaks are seeing chest-head high sets. South facing
breaks are running below waist high. Smaller surf is
on the horizon with some minor SW due around Feb. 7,
and some NW potential around Feb. 8 or Feb. 9. 

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing today
at your local break.
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Planning department reaches out to public
By Daily Press staff

Under heavy scrutiny and criticism in the past, City Hall’s planning department
is reporting to be on time with approvals and has improved customer service.

The Santa Monica City Council last year hired a consultant for $75,000 to deter-
mine how the planning department could be more efficient.

Data collected by the department shows the city is meeting timeline goals. 
“We are very pleased to report that our four-week goal for single family home

building permits and six-week goal for new multifamily/commercial construction
have been met 100 percent of the time since October,” said Suzanne Frick, director
of planning and community development. 

Also, the decision to re-open City Hall every other Friday with limited staff
appears to have been met by the public with open arms.

It’s proving helpful to applicants, their architects and particularly contractors who
can get plans reviewed and site inspections completed in anticipation of the weekend.
More than 130 additional customers were served on Jan. 7, the first Friday of the new
schedule, and 253 on the second “light” Friday, Jan. 21, between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.  

Services available on the first floor of City Hall on the light Fridays are plan
check, building and safety inspections; public works, building, film and preferential
parking permits; and business license, permit fee and parking ticket payments.
Additionally, the city’s water resources office at 1212 Fifth St., third floor, is now
open every Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., for water and sewer customers, and solid waste
management staff is available at 458-8719 for contractors to contact refuse and
recycling enclosures and at 458-8739 for construction and demolition waste man-
agement plans.

The planning  and community development department has a Web site at
www.smgov.net (click on City Departments Index), where users can find frequent-
ly updated information on planning projects, commission agendas, parking, historic
preservation and more. 

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Smoke and mirrors

Kim Calvert/Special to the Daily Press
The first person to describe where this was taken will win a gift certificate to Izzy’s Deli. E-
mail responses to sack@smdp.com.
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To err is human, but take the heat
Editor:

John Wood’s article on Danny Harris was well done (SMDP, Jan. 21, page 1). The
judge in the case apologized to Danny Harris, because she concluded that Harris was
obviously innocent and should not have been imprisoned. The arrogance of Santa
Monica city government never ceases to amazes me. In this case, Police Chief Butts
denying that a mistake was made. If you imprison the wrong guy because you get the
evidence wrong, that’s a mistake. Chief Butts, your department made a mistake. Why
not admit it, and make changes to prevent it from happening again to somebody else?

For the police chief to say that no mistake was made means that the same system
of building cases against people will be in place, and that more innocent people will
be deprived of their lives through false imprisonment. Learning should not be just for
school children in Santa Monica. Public officials and police chiefs should be forced
to learn, too. I suppose because Harris is black and a former addict, it does not mat-
ter much to the City Council that the police have in place a series of procedures
designed — almost guaranteed — to produce erroneous results. 

The City Council needs to realize that the public is best protected by imprisoning
the right person who did the crime, not just any handy old black man to prove that the
police department is on the job. Mistakes have been made, which is only human, but
this lack of accountability and unwillingness to learn from mistaken policies and
make changes is the real problem with Santa Monica city government. 

Joel Grossman
Santa Monica

Knock down the idea of towers
Editor:

(Editor’s note: This letter was originally addressed to the Santa Monica City
Council).

Being long-time residents of Santa Monica, my family and I are writing to object
to any development of the downtown Third Street area regarding towers of any size.
The area is already overcrowded and hard enough to transit. Further development of
any size will only burden the city even worse with congestion, not to mention destroy
the skyline. We, as residents, enjoy and are entitled to view freely without bulbous
obstructions. It, quite frankly, surprises us that the city would even consider such a
project given the city’s current condition in this particular area.

A couple years back, the city turned away Target based upon the impact that it
would have created for the area although it would have benefited the residents who
now have to shop Targets outside the city. Think about it a moment.

This latest consideration is a no-brainer. Don’t do it, please.
If the city wants to take on a redevelopment project, take on Lincoln Boulevard,

which is an eyesore. Being Sunset Park residents, we have to deal with its unsightly,
unkempt businesses lining the street, not to mention all of the massage parlors,
motels, transients and prostitutes walking the street on our urine stained sidewalks
around the clock. 

Nicely planted center medians such as the ones on Wilshire Boulevard would look

nice on the street in addition to mandating that area businesses be kept to certain stan-
dards, within reason. It might even bring in an anchor business or two that would ben-
efit residents as well as existing businesses. Drive the street from Rose Avenue north
and be the judge for yourself.  

But please, no towers of any sort. The city has enough issues and doesn’t need this
high rise burden.

Your consideration is appreciated.

Matt Schwabe
Santa Monica

Welcome to Santa Monica
Editor:

I moved to Santa Monica in October 2004. I was glad to be able to move to such a
nice little town. It is cooler than up close by Glendale, and my children thought that
it was safer, too. I am also living closer to my son and daughter-in-law, and that is a
plus should I get ill or need them for any reason.

I thought that I would be able to take nice walks without any problems, but I had-
n’t visited Santa Monica and walked around for sometime. Imagine my consternation
when I took my first walk down from Sixth Street on Arizona Avenue to Third Street,
and over to and up Wilshire Boulevard. When I came to an empty store, some man
unzipped his pants probably to urinate. I quickly walked away, up Wilshire to Sixth
Street. I realize that some of these people are sick, and those we should take care of,
but the drunks and druggies are something else.

I am handicapped by health problems and have to rest many times when I walk and
always feel a little reluctant to sit on the benches and chairs provided on the
Promenade but I do it. I thought I’d seen everything in my 78 years, but one day while
sitting resting, a homeless man walked up behind a couple of chairs in front of the
bench I was sitting on, unzipped his pants and started pleasuring himself. The two
ladies sitting on the chairs went on talking to each other. The people sitting at the
Coffee Bean and Tea Leaf watched. It seemed like forever before a young man came
and told the man to stop what he was doing and move on, and he did but not without
a string of profanity. How can things like that happen in a civilized society? Are these
the things that your children must witness? I’m hoping that somehow all this is going
to change.

I can’t believe that there is even talk about building three towers at Santa Monica
Place. I know that I’m not the only one to drive here, but if the traffic is so bad in the
winter, what is it like when summer comes and the people flock in to go to the beach?
Like I say, it had been a long, long time since I had spent any time in Santa Monica
and I don’t like what I am seeing and hearing.

I have no intention of moving because I think that the town can be saved for the
good people that I have met and respect so much. I only wish that I was able to be a
more positive influence but I think that at this point, my vote is the only weapon that
I have to fight the things I don’t like.

Evelyn Elliot
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

■ A youngster becomes so saddened
by his mother’s death that he stops eating
and dies.  

■ Two males form an alliance to take
down a bully so they will be more appeal-
ing to the opposite sex.

■ A father passes his unique knowl-
edge of tool making to his children. 

■ A psychotic mother forces her
daughter to become an accomplice in a
murderous spree in which dozens of
infants are brutally killed then consumed
by the pair. 

What all of these events have in common
is that none of them involve humans. They
are all examples of chimpanzee behavior
recorded by primate researcher Jane
Goodall. But despite such evidence of evo-
lution, the religious right has renewed their
efforts to insert creationism into the educa-
tional curriculum.  

This time creationists have repackaged
their beliefs under the new moniker,
“intelligent design.” “Intelligent design-

ers” believe that life forms are far too com-
plex to have randomly evolved. Therefore,
there must have been a superior intelli-
gence that designed them. And while
“intelligent design” carefully avoids the
mention of God, it’s really nothing but a
transparent subterfuge designed to circum-
vent constitutional prohibitions against
teaching religion in public schools. 

Their theory is wrong.
In February’s Discover magazine, Carl

Zimmer describes an experiment being
carried out at Michigan State University’s
Digital Evolution Laboratory.

Led by director Charles Ofria, the sci-
entific team has been working with a
computer program called Avida that has
all the aspects found in Darwinism.
Digital organisms are allowed to compete
with each other, randomly mutate and
replicate, though at speeds millions of
times faster than nature.

Zimmer points out that DNA and com-
puter code are remarkably similar. Both
are just a set of instructions, one telling
how to assemble proteins, the other how
to process information. 

In natural selection, organisms that
mutate in a positive way are able to
reproduce faster and pass on that trait.
For example, a bigger stronger lion will
take over the pride and produce many

offspring, thus passing on those genes.
The digital organisms in Avida work the
same way.  Positive mutations in the
computer code are rewarded with
increased replication.  

Avida’s initial test was to see if the dig-
ital organisms could evolve the ability to
do simple addition. When the organism
replicated there would be occasional
mutations in the computer code. In rare
cases these mutations would be positive,
for instance, allowing the organism to
process a number in a simple way such as
recognizing and reproducing a single
number. These organisms were rewarded
with faster reproduction. The eventual
recognition of two numbers was rewarded
with even faster reproduction and so on.
In every test, the organisms eventually
evolved the ability to add. 

The researchers went on to prove that
complex systems could also evolve from
simple precursors. They set up a test to
see if the digital organisms could evolve a
program called “equals,” in which binary
numbers are compared to determine if
they are the same. This program requires
a minimum of 19 lines of computer code
and the odds of it occurring by chance are
a thousand trillion, trillion. Yet Avida’s
digital organisms evolved to solve the
problem in 23 of 50 trials. And none of

the solutions were the same. 
Even more amazing is what happened

when Ofria tried to stop the evolutionary
process by removing all the organisms that
mutated in a positive manner. Not only did the
organisms continue to evolve, but they also cre-
ated a defense in which they stopped process-
ing when they knew they were being tested. 

Creationists downloaded the program
by the thousands — which is free to the
public — but to date have been unable to
find any major flaws.

Avida’s success clearly proves that
evolution exists and negates “intelligent
design’s” underlying premise that evolu-
tion can not result in complex organisms.  

Negative mutations can even gain
dominance for a time as is observable in
Goodall’s chimp communities. There is
little intellectual curiosity. Their language
is limited, consisting mostly of grunts and
beating of their chests. Males are bullies
and treat the females as inferiors, or
ignore them. They are suspicious of, and
violent to, outsiders. And they make a
regular practice of crapping all over their
environment.

In other words, much like the red states
where the creationists live. 

(Ed can be reached at edincites-
@aol.com).

Maybe some of us haven’t evolved quite as much
INCITES

BY ED SILVERSTEIN



of city attorney time, and cost tens of
thousands of taxpayer dollars, which were
spent on hiring outside law firms to help
handle the case. 

The law has never been implemented.
“The case was very heavily litigated in

the trial court. We set out to file a fairly
simple lawsuit and ... this was derailed
into a procedural battle,” said City
Attorney Marsha Moutrie, who added the
total legal bills were unknown, but signif-
icant.

While the city sued, the advocacy
group that put the initiative on the ballot
steamed. Carmen Balber, from the
Foundation for Taxpayer and Consumer
Rights, which is headquartered in Sunset
Park, called the city’s suit against itself a
trumped-up attempt to circumvent voter
will. She rebuffed claims the initiative
was unconstitutional.

“It’s a very narrow circumstance,
where you can see the direct line between
the award of a public benefit by a city
official and the thank you, the personal
benefit paid by a company to that city
official,” she said Tuesday. “It’s very nar-
rowly tailored.”

City Hall has several major problems
with the initiative. Among them are the
city’s contention the language of the law
would unnecessarily affect low-level
workers; put too stringent fundraising
limitations on local officials running for
state and federal office; unfairly keep offi-
cials from taking certain types of jobs
after leaving their posts; put too heavy a
burden on officials to know the economic
interests of outside parties; and conflict
with state and federal law. They also con-
tend that civil and criminal penalties
spelled out in the initiative are vague and
overly broad, and that the initiative unfair-
ly hinders donations from nonprofit
groups.

To illustrate the impracticality of the
law, the city argues a zoning administra-
tor, an appointed official who has discre-
tion to approve routine applications for
zoning permits, would violate the law if
he accepted sports tickets from a family
friend who happens to be a partial owner
of a construction company that does busi-
ness in Santa Monica.

“I think there are a lot of drafting errors
in the initiative,” said Deputy City
Attorney Anthony Serritella. “A more
careful process of drafting could have

avoided some of these problems.”
Examples of the law’s faults, Serritella

said, go on and on.
“What we believe is that the standards

that are set forth in the initiative are indef-
inite or uncertain,” added Serritella, illus-
trating his point with a portion of the law
that forbids officials from being swayed
by members of the public with substantial
interest in a company that may benefit
from an official decision.

“How does the public official know the
identity of all those persons?” Serritella
said. “Let’s say Corporation X applies for
some type of a permit. How are elected
officials to know that Citizen A holds 11
percent interest in the corporation that’s
applied for the benefit?”

Though the appellate court refused to
consider many of the concerns raised in
the city’s suit, arguing, in part, that there
was no legal footing for City Hall to sue
itself, it did recognize that the law raises
issues of constitutionality.

“As both the city and the clerk point
out, significant substantive issues remain
and must, at some point, be addressed on
their merits,” the Jan. 28 decision reads.
“Strong public policy and public interest
principles are at stake, issues which are of

great interest to the parties to the litigation
and the public at large. That is not enough
... Courts are not free to render advisory
opinions regarding controversies which
the parties fear will arise, but which do
not presently exist.”

City Hall’s responding course of action
has not yet been decided on, though
Serritella said officials could either
request another hearing, where the
appeals court would reconsider or clarify
its position, or officials could ask the
California Supreme Court to review the
case. Other additional alternatives may
come up as time progresses, he added.

“There are still unresolved issues that
need to be resolved,” Serritella said
Tuesday. “Obviously, on our end, we’re
disappointed that the court failed to reach
those issues, that the courts instead side-
stepped those issues on highly technical
grounds.

“We think the court should have
resolved those issues and both the city and
the city clerk had standing to raise those
issues, but at this point we’re left with the
court of appeals decision,” Serritella con-
tinued. “We’re just in the process of
digesting the decision and have not made
a decision how to proceed.”

City Hall may ask Supreme Court to review case
LOCAL
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Specialist in Repair of  Porsche • VW • Audi • BMW

• Best alternative to high dealer prices
• Complete service and repair
• All work guaranteed
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2202 OLYMPIC BLVD., SANTA MONICA • (310) 829-2563

CREATE A BETTER YOU
What do you have to lose?
Weight? Bad Habit? Anxiety? Fear? Phobia? Low Confidence?  Fear? Phobia?  Chronic Pain?

Stress?  Insomnia? Procrastination? ___________________?

John McGrail, Certified Hypnotherapist

Helping you create a better you. (310) 235-2882
•Mention this ad and receive a $50 discount on your first session.

Hypnotherapists are not licensed by the state of California as healing arts practitioners; for your benefit and protection, work on some issues may require a written referral from a licensed physician or mental health professional.

LOSING APPEAL, from page 1

the CIM Urban Real Estate Fund, LP.
With the California Public Employees’
Retirement System and the California
State Teachers’ Retirement System as
lead investors, the fund has $676 million
in equity, allowing for the investment of
over $1.6 billion in real estate. The fund

invests in all product types including
mixed-use, apartments, condos, office,
retail, entertainment and parking in urban
and “main street” districts throughout the
United States.

CIM Group also recently acquired a
21,930-square-foot building at 1637
Lincoln Blvd.  The property is currently
leased to Joann’s Fabrics.

Store’s closure puts childish
things behind Sa
PLAYTIME OVER, from page 1

area surrounding Los Amigos Park stopped
a male suspect matching the description
more than an hour later. No weapon was
found.

The lockdown, initiated by school offi-
cials and not the SMPD, required students

to stay indoors at their respective school
campuses. John Muir Elementary is locat-
ed at 2526 6th St., and SMASH Alter-
native is situated at 2525 5th St.

“We did a precautionary lockdown that
went flawlessly,” said John Deasy,
schools superintendent for the Santa
Monica-Malibu Unified District.

Schools lock down doors
after report of gun-toting
LOCKDOWN, from page 1
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entertainment,” said Stevens. “Look at
how many other companies are there.”

Yahoo! signed a 10-year lease for
229,728 square feet in the Colorado
Center, which will be renamed Yahoo!
Center. The $100 million deal with com-
plex owner Equity Office is the largest
and most expensive in Santa Monica in
recent years. 

“I can’t think of anything within
100,000 square feet of that,” said CRESA
Partners broker Jerry Porter, who repre-
sented Yahoo in the deal.

Yahoo!’s presence in the complex is
second only to anti-virus company
Symantec, which will vacate its space in
2008. Yahoo! has over 100,000 square
feet more than the complex’s next largest
tenant, Rubin Postaer, an advertising firm.

But to lessen the company’s financial
impact and control expansion, Yahoo!
won’t take over the entire leased space at
once, according to Dennis Kaiser, an
Equity Office representative. Instead, it
will make the shift over a three-year peri-
od, beginning by moving into 64,671
square feet this August.

“Ultimately, they hope to take the
space and grow into it,” said Santa
Monica Economic Director Mariam
Mack.

The concentration of media companies
within the Colorado Center has increased
substantially in recent years — HBO,
CBS and Rubin Postaer all moved there
within the last three years. 

Matthew Miller, a broker for CRESNA

Partners who closely tracks the area, said
architecture is one of the biggest factors in
drawing entertainment and creative type
businesses to the Colorado Center.

“Yahoo! Center is exactly what the
Westside business community wants,” he
said.

The complex is comprised of six build-
ings designed in an open-air campus,
which differs from the traditional con-
tained office building.

Frank Campbell, Equity’s vice presi-
dent of leasing, said creative businesses fit
well in that model.

“It’s a highly sought after product
type,” he said. “It has real knowledge
worker appeal because there is plenty of
open space.”

The Water Gardens, the office building
next door, is built in a more traditional
enclosed style and is largely made up of
financial services and a law firm.

“They are almost identical on paper,”
Miller said, “but in real life they couldn’t
be more different.” 

Miller said the Water Gardens is not
experiencing the leasing success its neigh-
bor enjoys. 

“They are starting to fill up now,
because there is no other open space left,”
he said. “But they were the last to fill up
in the last cycle, and they will be the last
to fill up in this cycle.”

The Colorado Center is surrounded by
other expanding media companies that
have been moving into Santa Monica for
more than a decade. MTV, Universal
Music, Sony Music, Lucas Productions
and Bruckheimer films are some of the

big name companies situated within a
half-mile.

In addition to the larger companies,
many smaller production studios are fill-
ing up office space in the area. Last fall,
the City Council approved a Lantana-
Hines development on Olympic Boule-
vard, which includes two three-story
entertainment buildings. A 64,105-
square-foot production/post-production
studio building and a separate three-story,
130,000-square-foot building is set to be
constructed at 3131 Exposition Blvd. The
two buildings will complete the Lantana
Media Campus, which already is home to
many entertainment businesses, including
IMAX headquarters, Revolution Studios,
Lawrence Gordon Productions and such
shows as “Crime & Punishment” and
“Curb Your Enthusiasm.”

“It’s clear this area is becoming a cen-
tral hub for entertainment companies,”
Miller said.

While the entertainment and media
industries are growing in Santa Monica,
he acknowledged the trend is not alto-
gether new. 

“About 15 years ago, the studios real-
ized they didn’t have to have their offices
right next to the lot,” he said. “They could
move closer to the decision-makers.” 

City officials don’t yet know how
Yahoo!’s move will affect City Hall rev-
enues, but Mack said any new employees
working and spending money in Santa
Monica should benefit Santa Monica.

“Basically, we are excited about any-
thing that takes up space,” she said. “It’s a
major catalyst for economic activity.”

While the company didn’t release any
numbers, the space Yahoo! leased —
most of which is currently unoccupied —
can hold up to 1,000 employees.

Companies like Yahoo! have an influ-
ence on the amount of services the city
can provide residents because sales tax
revenue is likely to increase with more
people spending money here, according to
Santa Monica Economic Development
analyst Gwen Pentecost.

“Things like Yahoo! really help our
economy,”  she said, referring to the hun-
dreds of potential new employees that will
be working and spending money in the
city. “When offices are filled, our retail
and restaurants also survive better.

“Those new employees will eat and
shop here.”

While many of the jobs moving to
Santa Monica will be transfers from
Yahoo!’s headquarters in Sunnyvale,
Calif., Stevens said not everyone will be
able to transfer to Santa Monica. New
positions also will be created if expansion
goes as planned.

Yahoo! has about 200 employees
already working in other Santa Monica
offices and some of them will be among
the first to move into the new offices.
While all of Yahoo!’s entertainment
offices will be located in Santa Monica,
Stevens said the technical branches will
remain in Sunnyvale.

City Councilman Kevin McKeown
thinks Yahoo!’s presence will be an asset.

“Santa Monica is fulfilling its prophe-
cy and becoming a town of yahoos,” he
said.

Yahoo! just latest entertainment firm to move in
YAHOO!, from page 1



BY TOM CHORNEAU 
Associated Press Writer 

SACRAMENTO — Gov. Arnold Schwar-
zenegger rang up private legal bills of
more than a half million dollars last year
to defend himself and campaign aides in
libel cases related to groping allegations
made during the final days of the 2003
recall election. 

Records released Monday show that
Schwarzenegger has paid almost
$116,618 last year to prominent British
attorney Keith Schilling — known in the
English press as “the most feared lawyer
in Britain.” 

Schwarzenegger and two campaign
aides are fighting a libel suit in a London
court brought by a former British televi-
sion host who claims she was once groped
by Schwarzenegger and was later
defamed by the governor’s campaign staff
when they commented about the incident
during the recall campaign. 

The governor is spending money donat-
ed to his Californians for Schwarzenegger
committee to pay for the legal work. He
organized that committee to support his
election in the recall campaign. 

Records show the committee paid
more than $200,000 to a pair of
California-based attorneys who helped
settle a separate libel suit last summer
brought against the governor and his aides
by a movie stuntwoman who claimed
Schwarzenegger’s campaign lied about
another groping incident. 

Martin Singer, a Los Angeles-based lit-
igator who has served for years as a pri-
vate attorney to Schwarzenegger and who
helped represent the governor and his
staff on the libel case brought by Rhonda
Miller, the movie stuntwoman, said all the
of billing related directly to the two libel
cases. 

“The only fees paid by CFS
(Californians for Schwarzenegger) related
to the campaign and the two libel cases,”
said Singer, who also recently represented
the governor in a skirmish last summer
between one of Schwarzenegger’s pro-
duction companies and an Ohio company
that wanted to produce bobblehead dolls

in the governor’s image. 
“I have many, many other issues

involving Arnold Schwarzenegger that
are not paid for by CFS,” he said. 

California law allows an officeholder
to use campaign contributions to defend
the candidate or aides against legal action
stemming out of campaign activity, said
Bob Stern, president of the Center for
Governmental Studies and a former coun-
sel to the California Fair Political
Practices Commission. 

In both libel cases, women accused
Schwarzenegger campaign aides of
wrongdoing in response to allegations of
unwanted advances from Schwarzenegger
in the past. The allegations were part of a
broad assault on candidate
Schwarzenegger and were set off by a Los
Angeles Times story five days before the
recall election that threw the race into tur-
moil. 

Still pending in England is a complaint
from television host Anna Richardson,
who was one of six women who accused
Schwarzenegger in the Times story. 

Richardson said Schwarzenegger made
lewd comments and touched her breast
when she was interviewing him in 2000
on a movie promotional tour. She claimed
in her suit that Schwarzenegger later
falsely painted her as the instigator of the
incident in an account delivered by his
aides to the press. 

Earlier this month, a British judge
cleared the way for Richardson’s case to
move forward, dismissing an argument
from attorneys representing one of
Schwarzenegger’s aides that British
courts do not have jurisdiction. 

Singer said Schwarzenegger has made
the same motion, arguing that he did not
make any of the allegedly libelous state-
ments nor did he order them to be made.
No ruling has yet been issued on
Schwarzenegger’s motion and no trial
date has been set. 

Schilling, who could not be reached
Monday, is the same lawyer that won an
apology and undisclosed settlement two
years ago for actress Nicole Kidman from
an English tabloid that had alleged she
had an adulterous affair. 

Campaign records show that Schilling
was paid $116,618 last year and is still
owed over $150,000 from the
Schwarzenegger campaign. 

Miller’s suit was dismissed in July,
when a judge ruled there was not enough
evidence to support her contention that
Schwarzenegger aides knowingly spread
false information about her to reporters. 

One day before the recall election,
Miller called a new conference to claim
that Schwarzenegger, while on a movie
set, had lifted her shirt and assaulted her. 

Only hours after her announcement,
then-Schwarzenegger spokesman Sean

Walsh sent e-mails to reporters covering
the campaign directing them to court
records of a Rhonda Miller who had a his-
tory of drug crimes, prostitution and dis-
orderly conduct. Those charges were
made against a different woman named
Rhonda Miller. 

Singer, who has represented
Schwarzenegger for years on a variety of
issues, was paid nearly $180,000 by the
governor’s political campaign last year. 

Attorney Neil Shapiro of Monterey,
who at times has represented Walsh on
the Miller case, also received $37,840
from Schwarzenegger’s campaign fund. 

STATE
Santa Monica Daily Press ❑ Wednesday, February 2, 2005 ❑ Page 7

1 2 3 3  T H I R D  S T R E E T  P R O M E N A D E , S A N T A  M O N I C A    ( 3 1 0 )  3 9 5 - 4 4 4 1

Join for free!
$0 In i t ia t ion  Fee and NO CONTRACT
L I M I T E D  O F F E R  —  R E S T R I C T I O N S  M A Y  A P P L Y

Complete  f i tness  fac i l i ty      Free  park ing
E A S T O N  G Y M  I S  Y O U R  N E I G H B O R H O O D  G Y M

Libel charges cost Schwarzenegger camp $500K

INTERESTED IN YOUR DAILY FORECAST?

CHECK OUT THE HOROSCOPES ON PAGE 2!



Page 8 ❑ Wednesday, February 2, 2005 ❑ Santa Monica Daily Press

• Los Angeles/LAX
• Beverly Hills
• West Hollywood
• Century City
• Westwood
• Culver City
• Santa Monica

Avoid the LAX Headache

EXPANDED FLEET & TERRITORY
Accounts welcome

273-6611

Beverly Hills Cab

(310)
(800)

Limousine Style Service at Taxicab Prices

3 1 0 . 6 5 6 . 6 2 4 3

A SPECIAL OFFER FOR WESTSIDE PLAYERS
$75 PLAY ALL DAY

Unlimited golf for $75 at LA’s finest golf facility.
Valid Monday through Thursday on the SHADOW COURSE.
Must bring in this ad to receive rate. Offer expires 12/24/04

Course designed by Pete Dye

Lost Canyons Golf Course
(805) 522-4653

Private and Group

Equipment provided

CPR certified

310-920-1265

camp@learntosurfla.com

Surf Lessons

Court sides with suspicious tenants
By The Associated Press

SANTA ANA — An appellate court ruled a Buena
Park law requiring landlords to evict tenants when the
police chief suspects illegal drug activity in an apart-
ment is defective and cannot be enforced. 

More than 120 evictions have attempted under the
law, which also covers apartments suspected to be used
in gang activities. The 4th District Court of Appeal
ruled unanimously Monday to throw out the law. 

Landlord Don Cook, who was ordered to evict a ten-
ant whose roommate had been caught with drug para-
phernalia and was sentenced to a drug rehabilitation
program, brought the case to the appellate court.
Landlords can be fined up to $1,000 for repeated viola-
tions. 

The three-judge panel said the law was defective
because it requires the landlord to evict the tenant even
though a court order is required to enforce an eviction.
It also fails to require the police chief to provide the
landlord with enough information to get an eviction
order from the court. 

“I am concerned about its sweeping requirement that
all occupants of the premises must be evicted for the
sins of one,” Justice William Bedsworth said in a sepa-
rate opinion that he had additional reasons for throwing
out the ordinance. 

Bedsworth also said the ordinance gave unequal
treatment because it applied only to renters and not to
homeowners. 

City floats offer to Queen Mary 
By The Associated Press

LONG BEACH — The operator of the Queen Mary
harbor tourist attraction was given two more weeks to
consider a final city offer to settle a $3 million rent
credit dispute. 

The extension announced Monday comes after city
officials met Friday with Barney Ng, a man who loaned
$25 million to keep the ship financially afloat. Details
about Ng’s role in the dispute weren’t disclosed by
either side. 

The city and Queen’s Seaport Development Inc.,
which leases the city-owned attraction, have been bat-
tling over rent credits the company has taken since
2000. 

The disagreement continues to focus on two letters
in November 2002, including one from Ng, that
appeared to authorize different levels of rent credits to
the ship’s operator, city negotiator Amy Bodek said. 

Both sides have tried to avoid a court battle that

could threaten future finances or surrounding develop-
ment plans for the city landmark. 

Queen’s Seaport Development pays a $25,000
monthly rent, plus up to 5 percent of its annual gross
revenue to run the dry-docked ship. But its 66-year
lease allows the company to seek rent credits for
improvements it makes to the Queen Mary’s surround-
ing 55 acres. 

The company claims that nearly $3 million in cred-
its taken since 2000 complied with provisions of the
lease, but the city argues the credits were inappropriate. 

Assistant City Attorney Heather Mahood said the
city will consider declaring QSDI in default of its lease
if a settlement isn’t reached within two weeks. 

Queen’s Seaport Development chief Joseph Prevratil
said he was optimistic a settlement would be reached. 

Since QSDI first leased the ship’s operation in 1993,
Ng has lent the company nearly $25 million to pay for
ship-related improvements and to refinance prior loans.
Ng would gain control of the Queen Mary lease if
Prevratil could not repay the loans. 

‘Inept’ jailers cough up $54K
By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — A judge ordered the county to pay
$54,000 for “ineptitude” because it failed to turn over
evidence about jail inmates allegedly held in county jail
beyond their release dates. 

Superior Court Judge Margaret Ann Nagle’s
scathing ruling and sanction was announced Monday as
a civil trial began for W.E. Green, who claimed he was
detained for seven days after the parole board ordered
him freed. 

In 2001, the county paid $27 million to settle five
class action suits claiming 400,000 inmates had been
overdetained, were the victims of mistaken identity or
were illegally strip-searched. 

When Green sought records for his overdetention
claim, the county said it was unaware of any relevant
documents. But Nagle’s ruling disclosed the county had
the records in both digital and paper form. 

"Given the prior litigation regarding over-detentions
in which the county has been named as a defendant, it
is shocking to this court that the county apparently does
not have an accountable official charged with carefully
monitoring the over-detention of prisoners and amelio-
rating this problem in the county jail system,” Nagle
wrote in her ruling. 

The judge added, “the quest for relevant documents
regarding over-detention was painstakingly slow as a
consequence of the ineptitude of the county or its coun-
sel.” 

STATE BRIEFS
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BY BETH DEFALCO 
Associated Press Writer 

PHOENIX — Heavy winter rains that have drenched the
Southwest made a dent in the drought and may mean a
delayed, less severe fire season, according to a prelimi-
nary report from the Southwest Interagency Coordination
Center in New Mexico. 

“Assuming the prediction for the remainder of winter
is accurate, the Southwest area is in the enviable position
of not having to depend on unreliable spring precipitation
to avert a potentially severe fire season,” the report said. 

A weak El Nino was expected to bring above-average
precipitation across much of the Southwest accompanied
by average to above-average temperatures in the next
few months, the report said. A later-than-normal begin-
ning to the 2005 fire season was expected, with the sea-
son possibly intensifying in May. 

Forecasters pushed the season start back because both
live and dead fuel components are wetter than usual, and

as a result, fewer tree-killing bark beetles are expected to
make an appearance. The fuels are also likely to remain
wet considering the above-average snowpack readings,
the report said. 

In addition to a reduced wildfire risk, the rain has also
provided other short-term benefits, including groundwa-
ter recharge and has helped to slightly ease drought con-
ditions. 

Northern Arizona saw the most precipitation over the
past two months. Flagstaff recorded 6.58 inches of rain-
fall in January. The normal is 2.18 inches, said meteorol-
ogist Keith Kincaid with the National Weather Service in
Phoenix. 

Still, the recent rains don’t mean an end to the almost
decade-long drought. 

“In the long term it’s going to take a while to replen-
ish what the drought has done,” Kincaid said. “But this
certainly helps.” 

While the recent rains are good news for the high
country and are expected to produce dramatic wildflow-

ers in the spring, the wet weather also poses a greater
threat of brush fires in lower elevations. 

“It may complicate our job,” said state forester Kirk
Rowdabaugh. 

Rowdabaugh said that a lot of the risk for brush fires
will depend on how much moisture the remaining winter
and spring months bring. The longer the moisture lingers,
the taller and thicker the brush will grow. And the more
brush, or fine fuel, the more likely brush fires are to
ignite. 

“For the first time, we have the potential for a desert
fire season,” he said. “They spread way more rapidly,
because the fuels are much finer fuels,” he said. “They
are hard to chase.” 

The desert fires are especially dangerous because the
lower elevations are so much more densely populated. A
lot will depend on how fast the new vegetation dries out. 

“I don’t make a living predicting the weather,”
Rowdabaugh said, “but my guess is that it’ll be hot and
dry in Arizona this summer.” 
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BY TERENCE HUNT 
AP White House Correspondent 

WASHINGTON — President Bush is ready to challenge
Congress to approve a stack of politically divisive mea-
sures he has proposed before without success, from
major changes in Social Security to a loosening of the
nation’s immigration laws. 

Bush will go before Congress and the nation with his
annual State of the Union message Wednesday night
with the lowest approval rating of any second-term pres-
ident since Richard Nixon. Yet he is in a feisty mood,
insisting that his re-election has given him a mandate for
change and political capital to spend in pursuing his
agenda. 

Even though Republicans control both houses of
Congress, Bush’s proposals face major obstacles.
Democrats are deeply suspicious of the president, feeling
he has ignored them and refused to compromise. 

Republicans are wary about Bush’s ambitious Social
Security plan because of the political risks of tampering
with one of the government’s most popular programs.
Facing re-election next year as Bush moves toward lame
duck status, GOP lawmakers can’t be counted on for
rock-solid unity. 

The poisonous relationship between Republicans and
Democrats on Capitol Hill also complicates Bush’s task. 

“We have the most polarized Congress maybe since
the 1930s,” said Terry Madonna, a professor and pollster
at Franklin & Marshall College in Lancaster, Pa. “I don’t
think there’s any way Democrats are going to roll over on
these issues that they feel very strongly about.
Bipartisanship is virtually obsolete in Congress.” 

Another problem that could weaken Bush’s hand is
Iraq. If the situation there deteriorates, it could sap the
president’s political strength. 

Bush will use the State of the Union address to update
the nation on Iraq after Sunday’s successful elections,
discussing the way forward, aides said. 

He will also appeal to other nations to “seize on this
opportunity to find ways to show tangible public sup-
port” for Iraqis and their government, said a senior
administration official who spoke on the condition of
anonymity because he didn’t want to upstage the presi-
dent. 

First lady Laura Bush, meanwhile, said Tuesday that
among those sitting with her in the House gallery as spe-
cial guests during her husband’s speech will be two vot-
ers, one from Iraq and another from Afghanistan, who
had participated in those countries’ elections. 

She told NBC’s “Today” show they would serve as “a
sign that people the world over want to live in freedom
and want to have a democracy in their country.” 

The key ingredients of Bush’s domestic package are
repackaged from years past. 

“These are oldies, golden oldies,” said Norman
Ornstein, a political analyst at the conservative American
Enterprise Institute. “Much of what is on the agenda in
domestic policy are things that made it around the track
in the first four years but didn’t get to the finish line. 

“Deciding that you want to go for a big hit like Social
Security is a change, although we’re getting mixed sig-
nals in terms of how much he really is going to push for
this and how bold it will be,” Ornstein said. “I think an
expectation that we’re going to get a burst of legislative
activity would be a misguided expectation.” 

Social Security restructuring, Bush’s top proposal, has
been around since before he entered the White House. In
2000 he campaigned on the idea of allowing younger
workers to divert some of their Social Security payroll
taxes into private investment accounts, a move that might
offer higher returns but also would deplete money for
guaranteed benefits in the future. 

Bush raised the idea in his first address to a joint ses-
sion of Congress and has renewed it in every State of the
Union since. He never put any political muscle behind it,
and Congress ignored it. The president says this time will
be different, that it will be his No. 1 priority and that he
will provide political cover for Republicans willing to
stick their necks out. 

Democrats are equally determined to block the presi-
dent’s initiative, which calls for partially privatizing
Social Security by adding individual investment accounts
to the government’s nearly 70-year-old retirement sys-
tem. 

“We can solve this long-term challenge without dis-
mantling Social Security and without allowing this
administration’s false declaration of a crisis to justify a
privatization plan that is unnecessary,” House
Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi said Monday. 

The president will “talk in certainly greater detail” on
Wednesday than he has in the past about his plan to
restructure Social Security, White House spokesman
Scott McClellan said. 

It was not clear whether Bush would go far enough to
satisfy some skittish congressional Republicans who
have urged Bush to produce a detailed plan and try to sell
it to the nation before attempting to push it through
Congress. 

Bush repackages old proposals for State of Union 

Wet winter could mean later start to Southwest’s fire season
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CONTACT THOMAS KHAMMAR OR BRENT PARSONS     THOMAS (310) 943-7656 OR BRENT (310) 943-7657

PROPERTY OF THE WEEK

Traditional 3 bedroom 1 bathroom home Garage converted to 2 bedrooms without permit.
Electric updated 1998roof approximately 3yrs old. Multiple fruit trees in spacious front yard.
Carport with 2 car driveway. Open House this Sunday from 1-4PM.

Offered at $587,000
2614 CHARITON ST , LOS ANGELES

Sold 1050 CENTINELA AVE SANTA MONICA 90403

Santa Monica SqFt: 2,514 List Price: $1,880,000 Bed: 5

01/07/2005 Lot Size: 12,000 Sold Price: $1,788,888 Bath: 4.00

Sold 714 16TH ST SANTA MONICA 90402

Santa Monica SqFt: N/A List Price: $1,559,000 Bed: 3

01/10/2005 Lot Size: 7,496 Sold Price: $1,550,000 Bath: 1.75

Sold 714 MARINE ST SANTA MONICA 90405

Santa Monica SqFt: 660 List Price: $825,000 Bed: 1

01/25/2005 Lot Size: 4,996 Sold Price: $775,000 Bath: 1.00

Sold 2525 6TH ST SANTA MONICA 90405

Santa Monica SqFt: N/A List Price: $899,000 Bed: 2

12/31/2004 Lot Size: 2,897 Sold Price: $850,000 Bath: 1.00

Sold 1321 CHELSEA AVE SANTA MONICA 90404

Santa Monica SqFt: 1,602 List Price: $899,000 Bed: 2

01/04/2005 Lot Size: 1,642 Sold Price: $840,000 Bath: 2.50

Sold 2325 32ND ST SANTA MONICA 90405

Santa Monica SqFt: 1,216 List Price: $899,000 Bed: 2

01/05/2005 Lot Size: 9,600 Sold Price: $899,000 Bath: 1.50

Sold 823 YALE ST SANTA MONICA 90403

Santa Monica SqFt: N/A List Price: $1,399,876 Bed: 3

01/20/2005 Lot Size: 8,000 Sold Price: $1,345,000 Bath: 1.75

Sold 1834 EUCLID ST SANTA MONICA 90404

Santa Monica SqFt: 1,303 List Price: $819,000 Bed: 3

01/07/2005 Lot Size: 7,497 Sold Price: $790,000 Bath: 2.00

Sold 103 WINNETT PL SANTA MONICA 90402

Santa Monica SqFt: 1,953 List Price: $2,050,000 Bed: 3

01/03/2005 Lot Size: 8,616 Sold Price: $2,150,000 Bath: 2.00

Sold 1309 CEDAR ST SANTA MONICA 90405

Santa Monica SqFt: 1,523 List Price: $1,125,000 Bed: 3

01/04/2005 Lot Size: 6,355 Sold Price: $1,125,000 Bath: 1.75

Sold 2303 26TH ST SANTA MONICA 90405

Santa Monica SqFt: 2,047 List Price: $1,395,000 Bed: 3

01/14/2005 Lot Size: 7,497 Sold Price: $1,375,000 Bath: 2.00

Sold 2005 19TH ST SANTA MONICA 90404

Santa Monica SqFt: 0 List Price: $845,000 Bed: 3

01/27/2005 Lot Size: 7,998 Sold Price: $850,000 Bath: 2.00

Sold 1748 BRYN MAWR AVE SANTA MONICA 90405

Santa Monica SqFt: N/A List Price: $899,000 Bed: 2

01/27/2005 Lot Size: 5,558 Sold Price: $880,000 Bath: 1.00

George Chung RealtorsProudly sponsored by: 

SANTA MONICA RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS:
SINGLE FAMILY HOMES, CONDOS AND INCOME HOMES

The talk around town has been
that property values were going to
decrease during this last year.
However, the California Assoc-
iation of Realtors published a report
on Jan. 25 noting that the median
home price for 2004 increased 18.1
percent. 

So what are the considerations that
need to be looked at in order to under-
stand how the areas we live in are
affected by outside influences such as
interest rates, number of jobs, etc.?  

Location is a big key. People
want to live in sunny California.
There is always someone interested
in purchasing here. Although the
homes have been staying on the
market a little longer than they were
last summer, they are still desirable.

In addition, the number of jobs in
California are increasing. The num-
ber of residences needed will
increase accordingly. Therefore, the
demand will still be there in the
upcoming year.  

So, we are fortunate to live in a
state that has improving economic
growth and is a great place to live. 

Another factor to consider when
trying to forecast a bubble burst —
interest rates can slow down pur-
chases and cause a drop in home
prices to compensate for the higher
mortgage payments.  

In a separate report from the
California Association of Realtors,
dated Jan. 24, their economists pro-
jected that interest rates for the 30-
year fixed loans will hit the mid 6

percent interest rates this year, and
depending on the economic growth
of the country, they could hit 7 per-
cent by the end of the year.  These
rates are still low enough to encour-
age purchases, mainly from
investors. However, it could prohib-
it some first-time buyers to be able
to come up with higher down pay-
ments, which could lower first-time
home purchases.  

Another consideration should be
the type of property. Increases in
value are not equal across the board.
There are differences between
income property, single family
homes, condos and commercial
property.  There are additional dif-
ferences between the cost of the
home. Homes within the median
price range will hold their value bet-
ter than the luxury homes because
the majority of purchases are made
in the median price range. When the
class of property has fewer prospec-
tive buyers, any small change in the
environment can have an effect.  

Single-family homes maintain
value more than condominiums.
Condominiums are mostly pur-
chased by first time home buyers.

With condominium fees in addition
to the mortgage, higher interest
rates put a damper on the condo
market. Single-family homes are
more desirable for the growing fam-
ily. They hold their value better
because a larger part of the market
is interested in purchasing them.  

Commercial property values are
based on the economic growth in
the area. A good economy provides
for higher prices for commercial
property. With the job growth in
California anticipated to continue
through 2005, we can expect the
commercial property to hold its
value this year.  

All in all, 2005 will look fairly
similar to 2004. If the job growth
occurs quickly and the interest rates
hit 7 percent early, there may be
some slow down in first-time home
buying opportunities. However, like
2004, we will continue to see
investors pick up that slack.

(Call Brent Parsons or Thomas
Khammar (310) 943-7656 or e-mail
to thomas1@georgechungrealtors.-
com or brent1@georgechungreal-
tors.com.) THOMAS KHAMMAR AT GEORGE CHUNG REALTORS:

(310) 863-7643 thomas1@georgechungrealtors.com
Information received as per the MLS on 12/03/04. Not all transactions may have been represented by George Chung Realtors.

BUYING
AND SELLING
BY THOMAS KHAMMAR

& BRENT PARSONS

Will the real estate bubble burst?
 

Santa Monica Single Family Home Sales
January 2005

Total Sold Dollar Volume: $ 25,284,888

Average Selling Price: $ 1,404,716

Average List Price: $ 1,439,826

Avg Sales Price/Avg. List Price: 97.6%

Median Price: $ 1,012,000

Average Days on Market: 49

Number of Listings Sold: 18

 Sold Listings:

1. 911 MARINE ST $ 660,000

2. 3053 DELAWARE AVE $ 720,000

3. 1638 FRANKLIN ST $ 722,000

4. 714 MARINE ST $ 775,000

5. 1834 EUCLID ST $ 790,000

6. 1321 CHELSEA AVE $ 840,000

7. 2005 19TH ST $ 850,000

8. 1748 BRYN MAWR AVE $ 880,000

9. 2325 32ND ST $ 899,000

10. 1309 CEDAR ST $ 1,125,000

11. 823 YALE ST $ 1,345,000

12. 2303 26TH ST $ 1,375,000

13. 714 16TH ST $ 1,550,000

14. 1050 CENTINELA AVE $ 1,788,888

15. 103 WINNETT PL $ 2,150,000

16. 825 GEORGINA AVE $ 2,400,000

17. 402 11TH ST $ 2,995,000

18. 544 EUCLID ST $ 3,420,000



3259 ROSEWOOD AVE , LOS ANGELES 90066
Completely remodeled home; new roof in Apr/2000, 200amp, copper plumb-
ing from street to all fixtures, 100gal water heater, central heating, all new
maple cabinets,granite counters, laundry rm in the garage w/mop sink;
hardwood floors; family rm; living room w/wood burning fire place; Dining
Room; wired internet to bedrm,living rm & office;Rm addition done in 2000.
To view this or any home call Thomas or Brent today 310-943-7656.

George Chung Realtors

1850 Euclid St.  (CONDO DEVELOPMENT)
AMAZING OPPURTUNITY for a CONDO DEVELOPMENT PROJECT in SANTA MONICA.   How often
do you get an opportunity to bring in 7K in rents per month prior to tearing the property down
and building condos.  Have this building bring in income while you are getting plans and per-
mits approved from the city.   The lot can fit approximately 10 condos.  The building next door
currently has condos on it as well as the unit directly behind is currently being permitted for
condos.  Call now to find out more about this AMAZING opportunity.

8462 STANFORD AVE , LOS ANGELES 90001
5 Legal units but can be used as 8 units with 3 non-conforming. THIS IS ONE OF
LOS ANGELES truly GREAT INVESTMENT properties. Can be bringing in the amounts
stated above very easily, call LA to find out.....Unit 1,2,3 are ACTUAL. United 4 and
5 can be rented at the scheduled rent above prior to close of escrow according to
agent. NO REPAIRS, NO TERMITE, Report provided. Needs some TLC. Call LA 1 for
more info, there is a lot to know about this AWESOME PROPERTY! DO NOT DISTURB
TENANTS,CALL! 

3457 ROSEWOOD AVE , LOS ANGELES 90066
Lovely 2 story, contemporary home located on a quite Mar Vista street which
features living room with brick, gas burning fire place, formal dining room
with pass through window to kitchen, kitchen with built-ins and plenty of
cabinet space.

2614 Chariton Street
This is a very traditional 3bedroom 1 bath home in one of the hottest
areas of Culver City. Have you ever visited the HELMS BAKERY?  Well now
you can walk to it.  Take a look at this beautiful home that has a BONUS
ill. Converted garage with 2 bedrooms.  Electric has been updated but
with a good size lot is in need of your own Tender Loving Care. To view this
or any home call Thomas or Brent today. 310-943-7656.

11049 LINDBLADE ST , CULVER CITY 90230
Perfect well maintained 1 story home in Tree Line street of Culver City;walk
to schools & parks; 4bed, 2.5bath, 2car detached garage;cozy fireplace in
living room leading into a cute dining room; inside laundry room w/sink &
toilet; front & back yard w/wood fence for privacy; opportunity for a great
family home; MOVE IN TODAY WITH YOUR LOVELY CHILDREN IN THIS SWEET
HOME. To view this or any home call Thomas or Brent today 310-943-7656.

NO 
PHOTO

341 47th Place
2 Bedroom+1 Bath front house with a 1 bedroom 1 bath in the back. Great
investment property to live in or to purchase fix up and rent out. Near USC
and many other conveniences. Let us tell you more about this and other
great investment opportunity. To view this or any home call Thomas or Brent
today 310-943-7656.

13001 ROSE AVE , LOS ANGELES 90066
Completely renovated Mar Vista Hill home with view toward oceanLarge
entry HallLarge brand new kitchen with granite counter and new
cabinetsVaulted ceiling in living room with fireplaceStep down Family room
with fireplace3 bedrooms downstairsWood and metal bannisterMaster bed-
room and bathroom suite upstairs: special spa tub with skylights, balcony
with view,2 car detached garage with alley access

12506 WAGNER ST , LOS ANGELES 90066
A curb appeal exquisite 1 story home in quiet neighborhood; 2bdrm, 1.75

ba; classy living rm w/bay window & delightful cherrywood color hardwood
flr;kitchen w/garden window, granite counter top w/custom built cabinets
trimmed petite board;cute charming dining area surrounded w/ vertical
window in designer painted wall; flagstone driveway, 1car garage; copper
plumbing throughtout, 200 amp for your future spa, 1yr old roof;luscious
landscaping front/back yard w/sprinklers;wooddeck off dining area. 

THOMAS KHAMMAR
(310) 943-7656

BRENT PARSONS
(310) 943-7657

WE REPRESENT BUYERS AND SELLERS.
Call us for any of your real estate needs.

We can make your dreams a reality. 310-927-5233

$929,000

$925,000
$625,000

$399,000.00

$675,500

1.395 Million

$989,000

$587,000

IN ESCROW

IN ESCROW
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Living La Vida LocalJODI SUMMERS
JODI SUMMERS

Jodi Summers  Boardwalk Realty
310.309.4219 jodis@boardwalkrealty.com

Open House Sunday -  February 6th, 12-4
"Jewel of a Neighborhood"

7726 East Walnut Ridge Road Orange, CA 92869
Asking price - $799,000

Spacious 4 + 3.5 on a cul-de-sac in prestigious Santiago Hills.
Granite counters, wood floors, 3 walk-in closets, 2,400sq.ft. of
joy. Lush backyard with spa & covered patio, large driveway.

Near park and horse trails. Walk to Chapman Hills Elementary.

AA OLYMPIC
Self Storage

Serving Santa Monica and West L.A.

2 Months FREE Rent 

+ FREE Lock
Call for details

OPEN 7 DAYS

(310)829-2525
3250 OLYMPIC BLVD. • www.selfstorage.net/aaolympic

Call About
FREE Truck
Rental Plan

SELF
STORAGE
MEMBER

Joel and Susie are doing what so many
people only talk about — remodeling a
home and making it uniquely their own.
As architects, they longed to take a beat-
up bungalow by the beach and turn it into
their vision. So they found a place that
happened to be in the neighborhood of
renowned local architect Michael Folonis.
They took a 1924, 622-foot mold and ter-
mite-infested teardown on a 2,000-
square-foot lot and turned it into an oasis.
This week, we talk with them about their
vision. Next week, we will talk about the
details of executing their plans.

Jodi Summers: Are you satisfied with
the effort? Are you happy with your deci-
sion to buy a teardown home and remodel?

Joel: “Yes. Sometimes I have night-
mares. There are many factors that are not
under my control, and those are the scary
ones. We have a lot of experience with
architecture and we are very organized, so
we thought in three months we are going
to be done. We had a budget and we had
a philosophy of what we wanted to
achieve by remodeling and possibly sell-
ing for a profit.

But once we started, a few things went
wrong immediately. We miscalculated.
We thought the house was in bad shape,
but we didn’t realize the house was in
such bad shape. Today, 90 percent of the
house is new. We realized that our vision,
which included adding one more story,
was not going to work with our budget.
We had to shift gears and forget about the
original plan. We decided we we’re going
to have some fun designing because if
we’re going to lose money at least we
should have fun while we do it.”

Susie: “Everything has been complete-
ly upgraded structurally to today’s stan-
dard. Like when we put in the skylights
— the original roof couldn’t carry the
additional weight, so all the roof rafters
are new. The biggest challenge was to
make this place look as big as possible
because of the size of the lot and the size
of the house.”

JS: You took the European concept of
doing very high ceilings.

Susie: “Exactly. We were trying to

imply the concept of space.”
Joel: “We were thinking more in terms

of volume than square footage. That was
the first approach. The second approach
was thinking that the setbacks are very
precious is this house, so you might as
well take advantage of that, at least visu-
ally. Why not have large expanses of
glass that incorporate the outside, adding
to the feeling that you have of space.”

JS: How did your budgeting on the
project work?

Joel: “The budget has doubled, for sev-
eral reasons. The first one is because of
the state of the house. The second was
because we went through many teams of
workmen, and many times the quality
wasn’t what we wanted so you have to do
it over and over again. Thirdly, because
the house was so old, things were not
straight. We hid about 90 percent of that,
but it took a very long time and a lot of
effort.”

Susie: “We put siding on all the exteri-
or walls to ferret it out, and we put strips
of blocking on it to make it level. The
house is all level right now.”

Joel: “We had to figure out at each
location how thick the wood would be. It
took a lot of time.”

(Next week, the details of construction.
For your real estate needs, e-mail Jodi
Summers at jodis@boardwalkrealty.com,
or call (310) 309-4219.)

Trials and tribulations
of a teardown remodel

Bitch!
Whine!

Complain!
Check Out the Question of the Week on Page 3 and let us hear what you have to say

DAYS ON 
THE MARKET

BY JODI SUMMERS



ERA First Choice Realty
1505 4TH Street. Suite 200

Santa Monica, California 90401

Office: (310) 393-8491
Fax: (310) 260-3104

11823 Avon Way #2, Mar Vista
Bright front townhome with 2 bdrms, 2.5 baths, Marina Del Rey
adjacent. Living room with fireplace & sliding doors to balcony.
Kitchen with all appliances + washer & dryer. Both bedrooms on
2nd floor, each with own bath. Loft & private roof deck with city
views and ocean breezes. 2 car security parking + 2 guest spots.

Low HOA. On quiet cul de sac street.
$399,900 Jack Susser 310/393-8491 x4#

8624 S. Wilton Place, Los Angeles
Wonderful much loved family home features 3 large, spacious bed-
rooms & 2 baths (one with art deco tile!). Fireplace in living room,

eat-in kitchen, dining room, detached 2 car garage, hardwood
floors under carpet. Needs fresh paint, a little TLC. A tru gem

with a little polish! Great buy for area, 1658 square feet. Bring all
offers.

$435,000 Agi Kasza 310 /922-3320

Want a
career in

real estate?
We will pay for licensing school and have

free training for agents. Call (714) 996-3000
ext. 307 for more information.

ERA Marina Bay
Realty Group

330 West Washington Boulevard, Suite 611
Marina Del Rey, CA 90292

(310) 448-4280 office (310) 448-4282 fax

It’s always a sellers market with ERA
Marina Bay Realty Group

Gorgeous view of the Marina Harbor & channel head-
ing out to sea. Beautiful high-end wall to wall drapes
with premium grade carpet in living room & bedrooms.
Marble floors dominate hallways, kitchen, & bath-
rooms.  Also includes new upgraded cabinetry & gran-
ite countertops in kitchen & bathrooms. 

PRESENTED BY BEVERLY WHITE

Four bedroom & two bath contemporary style home.
Excellent buy for a large family! Other features include fenced
yard, additional rooms, covered parking, one block away from
school.

PRESENTED BY MARITZA RODRIGUEZ

Beautiful three bedroom, three bathroom home, with built-
ins, formal dining room, family room.  Fountains in yard along
with waterfall and pond.  Built in 2001.

PRESENTED BY SHERRI JACKSON

Two Bedroom, one bathroom, living room, formal dining
room, and a den.  Low move-in costs.

Beautiful houses on a lot built in 1986, two bedroom each,
very spacious and clean.  Each house is approx. 1020 square
feet, double car garage, additional off street parking, property
is fenced and close to schools and transportation.

$795,000 – MARINA DEL REY

$385,000 – LOS ANGELES

$400,000 – PALMDALE

$1,500 FURNISHED
$1,300 UNFURNISHED

$384,000 – LOS ANGELES 

Also available………

For Lease………
Los Angeles

Great Income Property At The Beach

425 Culver Boulevard, Playa del Rey

Highly upgraded duplex with wetland, city and mountain views. Unique mixed-
use property is zoned C-2, just 4 blocks from beach. Live in one unit and run
your business in the other. 4-car enclosed parking. Move up to this property
and we will guarantee the sale of your current property.

Offered at $1,475,000
Call ERA Matilla Realty, Steven Matilla • 310-305-8000x101
Co-Listed with RE/MAX Call Bruce Kasper • 310-745-3444

ENGLISH TUDOR TRI-PLEX

6536 VISTA DEL MAR AVE

Lovely english tudor tri-plex affords
views and a large upper unit that is
spacious and perfect for owner user.
Top deck and large loft afford
panoramic wetland views and and a
playa del rey lifestyle that is both
serene and spectacular.

Offered at $1,500,000
Call ERA Matilla Realty, Thomas

Corte  • 310-305-8000

Bright and Sunny at Marina Gateway

5000 S. Centinela #225

Enchanting views and serene city
lights enhance the elegant sophistica-
tion of this uniquely upgraded and
well-maintained unit. This is a large
comfortable home with extra storage.

Offered at $335,000
Call ERA Matilla Realty, Thomas

Corte • 310-305-8000x112

Enchanting Garden Estate with Guest House

1104 Rancho Road Arcadia, CA

This property is located on a huge 1.126 acre
lot; the 2871 sq.ft. 3 bdrm, 2 3/4 ba. home
features a formal dining area, hardwood
floors, recessed lighting, 2 firplaces, central
ac/heat, and updated kitchen appliances.

Offered at $ $1,985,000
Call ERA Matilla Realty, Thomas

Corte • 310-305-8000x112

“We sell it or we buy it”
www.matillarealty.com • 310.305.8000

Duplex on the Sand!
6935 Trolleyway St., Playa del Rey

4Bdrms + 2Bths upstairs; 2,300 sq.
ft., 3 Bdrm + 1bth downstairs, Great

Rents. Interested in property like this?

Call ERA Matilla Realty
Steve Matilla • 310-305-8000 x101

MATILLA REALTY INC.

8331 Manchester Ave., Playa del Rey

4 Unit apartement building – In great
shape! 2-2 bedrooms; 2-1 bedrooms, 1/4

mile from the beach. Upside potential for higher
rents. Interested in property like this?

Call ERA Matilla Realty
Steve Matilla • 310-305-8000 x101

SOLD

IN ESCROW

IN ESCROW

3 Offices on the West Side to serve you
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I’ll buy or lease your
house in 7 days or less!

Stop foreclosure/double payment.
No commission/fees.

866-528-6761 x 11  24 hr. recorded msg.

310-301-2372
4079-B REDWOOD AVE.

LOS ANGELES, CA
Email: info@team24-7realty.com
Web: www.team24-7realty.comFred Nabati Glen Michaelsen

1739 Federal Avenue, W.LA
2+2, Great W. LA location with many

amenities! Open Sunday from 1-4

$639,000

1811 19th Street, Santa Monica
7 units (2+1's), VERY Motivated Seller, 4 units
Delivered Vacant - Positive Cash Flow... Drive

By... Do Not Disturb Tenants. 

528 W. Hillsdale St., Inglewood
3+1, Needs TLC. Will go Quick!

Open Sunday 1-4

$1,950,000 $499,000

3115 Veteran Avenue, Mar Vista
New Construction (built 2001) Over 3000 sq.

ft., 2 floors, Immaculate in every way!

$1,275,000

MATT CRABBS
(310) 864-9034      352 WESTMINSTER AVE., VENICE

RESIDENTIAL

WANTED: RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY IN OCEAN PARK AND
SUNSET PARK. I HAVE QUALIFIED BUYERS PREPARED TO BUY

COMING SOON: VENICE, New contemporary, N. of Abbot Kinney, S. of Washington
2BD 2BA brand new loft over garage, new construction. 1,000SQFT loft. $1,199,000

COMMERCIAL

Wanted: Commercial Property Main Street Santa Monica.
Hermosa Beach Shopping Center Anchored by a major restaurant. Center includes medical group, salon, Pilates studio, boutique, office suites. 6%
cap rate $7,050,000
Manhattan Beach – New Listing 24,000 square feet of land, prime location, signalized corner. Fantastic opportunity!  Just reduced!
$2,099,000

CALL ME TO GET A PROFESSIONAL OPINION ON YOUR RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE.

T R G

BOB GABRIEL INSURANCE

California survey shows Mercury Insurance Auto
rates to be the most competetive in this area.

Phone Quotes Available

Providing Professional & Personalized Service Since 1936

■  Auto Experts ■  Life, Disability & Pension

■  Homeowners ■  Commercial & Business

■  Workers Compensation ■  Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies 
including MERCURY INSURANCE

310.829.0305
2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

We encourage you to visit the Santa
Monica Historical Society Museum —

The Archives of Santa Monica.
1539 Euclid (310) 395-2290

Conditions in the Los Angeles office market improved
significantly in 2004. Vacancy rates dropped to the low
teens and rental rates began to inch upward. As of year-
end, construction activity was minimal and demand was
building. Vacancy rates are projected to drop to single-
digit levels by the end of 2005 in the San Fernando Valley
and in Orange County, and in West Los Angeles and the
tri-cities area — Glendale, Pasadena, Burbank and
Ventura County by the end of 2006. As they do, rental
rates are expected to climb sharply. 2005 appears to be an
opportune time for tenants to lock in space before avail-
ability becomes limited and rents climb. The strong mar-
ket dynamics also offer a number of investment opportu-
nities, although prices are relatively high right now.

Driving the strong improvement in market conditions
was a combination of:

■ A strengthening economy: Approximately 150,000
jobs were added in the Los Angeles Basin in 2004 for
growth of 2 percent.

■ Relatively low rental rates: Rates were the same at
year-end 2004 as they were at year-end 2000.

■ Limited growth in supply: In 2004, only 1 million
square feet came online, expanding the base by just 0.3
percent.

In 2004, net absorption totaled 7.5 million square feet.
This represented growth in the pool of occupied space
within the basin of 2.8 percent — a strong pace. It was
more than double the level witnessed in 2003 (+ 3.1 mil-
lion square feet) and also exceeded the long-term average
for the Los Angeles Basin (+6.4 million square feet per
year, 1985 to present). Most (78 percent) of the net
absorption in 2004 was in class A buildings, reflecting
the strengthening financial position of local firms as well
as recognition of the value that class a space offered.
There also was particularly strong growth in demand in
South Orange County (+ 2.3 million square feet) and
West L.A. (+ 1.7 million square feet) — both high-rent
areas — and in the San Fernando Valley (+ 1.1 million
square feet). There was strong demand from firms in pro-
fessional-services and finance, as well as from firms in
communication, entertainment and high-tech. 

The total vacancy rate for the entire Los Angeles
Basin fell to 13.8 percent, down from 15.3 percent as of
year-end 2003 and 16.4 percent as of year-end 2002. If
sublet space is subtracted from this statistic, the vacancy
rate was 12.5 percent. These are still somewhat high
numbers, but are approaching healthy levels — consid-
ered to be in the high-single-digits). Vacancy rates as of
year-end were highest in class a buildings (15.2 percent),
followed by class B buildings (13.3 percent) and class C
(6.3 percent). This pattern was due to: (1) the fact that

most of the new construction in recent years had been in
class A buildings, and this space had not yet filled up. (2)
tenants shifted requirements toward lower-cost space
during the economic downturn in 2001 and 2002, and
this space had not yet been reabsorbed. Vacancy rates
were lowest in the San Fernando Valley and North
Orange County, and highest in the South Bay. 

Asking rental rates began to inch upward in 2004 in
most markets. As of year-end 2004, rates were highest in
West Los Angeles and lowest in the South Bay.  

Construction activity as of year-end 2004 was modest,
and only 1.3 million square feet was underway. When
complete, this new space will expand the base by just 0.4
percent or two months worth of demand under normal
economic conditions. Market conditions are projected to
tighten substantially in 2005 and 2006. Additional pro-
jects will start construction in 2005, including 790,000
square feet in Century City at 2000 Avenue of the Stars.
However, this space will not come on line until 2007 and,
thus far, the amount of proposed space is relatively
restrained. From a tenant’s perspective, the window of
opportunity to expand or to lock in low rental rates will
soon be closing. These also are excellent times for firms
to take advantage of low mortgage rates to purchase
office buildings that meet their long-term needs.
However, prices are now relatively high.

One segment of the office market that has been the
healthiest in recent years is the medical office niche.
Demand for this space remained strong and vacancy rates
at year-end were low — just 7.8 percent. There was partic-
ularly strong demand for medical condominiums. Rental
rates and sale prices climbed in almost all sub markets.
Demand is projected to grow at a strong pace in future
years — approximately 3 percent to 4 percent per year —
and supply will be limited, given the unique requirements
of this product type (at least five parking spaces per 1,000
square feet of office space, locations near other medical
providers, and a high level of tenant improvements). 

(The above is an excerpt from NAI Capital’s Year End
2004 Market Report. The above is for informational pur-
poses only and not meant to be taken as advice. Christina
S. Porter is in the business of leasing and selling office
and industrial buildings, she can be reached at (310)
806-6104 or at cporter@naicpital.com)

Time to lock into a rental price
before space becomes too scarce

IN YOUR SPACE
BY CHRISTINA S. PORTER

Location Type Date Leased Sq. Ft. Price
1919 Broadway Retail 6/24/2004 11,000 $2.25/nnn
1919 Broadway Retail 6/24/2004 1,800 $2.25/nnn
1919 Broadway Retail 6/24/2004 1,200 $2.25/nnn
903 Colorado Ave Office 6/30/2004 2,105 $1.75/nnn
903 Colorado Ave Office 7/1/2004 1,407 $1.75/nnn
2425 Olympic Blvd Office 6/30/2004 2,354 $3.00/fs
1630 Stewart St Office 6/30/2004 4,500 $2.00/nnn
1811 Wilshire Blvd Office 6/30/2004 1,344 Negotiable
1831 Wilshire Blvd Office 6/30/2004 1,848 $2.85/fs
3130 Wilshire Blvd Office 7/1/2004 3,694 $2.25/fs

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE PROPERTIES LEASED
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BY ROBERT BURNS 
AP Military Writer 

WASHINGTON — President Bush will propose that
families of U.S. troops killed in Iraq, Afghanistan and
war zones of the future receive an extra $250,000 in gov-
ernment payments. 

The plan, which includes retroactive payments to the
spouses or surviving relatives of the more than 1,500
who have died in Iraq and Afghanistan since October
2001, will be part of the 2006 budget proposal submitted
to Congress next week, the Pentagon’s personnel chief
said. 

A tax-free “death gratuity,” now $12,420, would grow
to $100,000. The government would also pay for
$150,000 in life insurance for troops. Veterans groups
and many in Congress have been pushing for such
increases. 

“We think the nation ought to make a larger one-time
payment, quite apart from insurance, should you be
killed in a combat area of operations,” David Chu, the
undersecretary of defense for personnel and readiness,
said in an interview in his Pentagon office. 

“We can never in any program give someone back
their loved one,” he added. “There is nothing we can do
about the hurt, to make it go away. But we can make your
circumstances reasonable, in terms of finances.” 

Chu was unveiling the administration’s full proposal
in congressional testimony Tuesday. 

Sen. Jeff Sessions, R-Ala., who is sponsoring a bill
with the same provisions, said in an interview Monday
that the first-year cost of the increased benefits would be
$459 million, including more than $280 million in
retroactive payments of the higher gratuity and the extra
life insurance payouts. 

“The American people want to be generous to the
families of service people who give their lives for their
country. It’s not a nickel-and-dime issue,” he said. 

In addition to the higher gratuity, the Pentagon would
substantially increase life insurance benefits, Chu said.
The current $250,000 coverage offered to all service
members at a subsidized rate under the Servicemen’s
Group Life Insurance program would be raised to
$400,000, and for troops in a combat zone the govern-
ment would pay the premiums on the extra $150,000
coverage. 

Even in the case of a service member who did not par-
ticipate in the basic life insurance program, the surviving
spouse would receive a $150,000 settlement if the death
happened in a designated combat zone, since the
Pentagon is proposing to pay the premiums on that

amount of coverage for everyone in a war zone. The
spouse or other surviving family member also would get
the $100,000 gratuity. 

Chu said the extra $150,000 in life insurance and the
higher death gratuity would be retroactive to Oct. 7,
2001, the date the United States launched its invasion of
Afghanistan in response to the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. 

Some bills in Congress would make the higher gratu-
ity retroactive but not the extra life insurance. 

Under the administration’s proposal, the 53 military
members who were killed in the Sept. 11 attack on the
Pentagon would not get the higher gratuity, a spokes-
woman said. 

As of Monday, 1,415 Americans had died in the Iraq
war, according to the Pentagon’s count, and 156 had died
in Afghanistan and other locations deemed part of the
war on terrorism. 

The death gratuity is a one-time payment intended to
be given to the family immediately after a service mem-

ber’s death; it is in addition to an array of other survivor
benefits such as housing aid. 

The $100,000 would apply only in cases where the
service member died in a war zone as designated by the
secretary of defense. Thus, a soldier killed in a training
accident in the United States would get the current
$12,420, Chu said. Some in Congress have proposed
paying an increased gratuity for all deaths. 

In 2003 the military gratuity was doubled, from
$6,000, where it had stood since 1991, to $12,000, with
subsequent increases to account for inflation, bringing it
to $12,420 on Jan. 1, 2005. The 2003 legislation also
made the payment fully tax-free. Before that, half was
taxable. 

In the aftermath of the Sept. 11 attacks, the current
death payments for troops killed in battle has looked less
generous compared to government settlements paid to
Sept. 11 families. The government paid an average $2.1
million to the families of those killed in those attacks. 

Bush wants to bolster ‘death gratuity’ payments

BY DEBBIE HUMMEL 
Associated Press Writer 

SALT LAKE CITY — The Utah Supreme Court on
Tuesday upheld the child rape conviction of Tom Green,
one of Utah’s most prominent polygamists. 

Green, 56, was convicted in June 2002 and sentenced
to up to life in prison for having sex with his first wife,
Linda Kunz, in 1985 when she was 13 years old. 

Green appealed, arguing the statute of limitations had
run out. He also claimed the trial court lacked jurisdic-
tion because the alleged rape occurred in Mexico. 

The high court ruled Tuesday the statute had not run
out because the 1985 incident wasn’t reported to law
enforcement until 1999. 

The court also said the case was decided in the right
jurisdiction because Juab County was Green’s residence
at the time of his arrest. 

Green also has appealed his prison terms of zero to
five years each on four counts of bigamy for having four
other wives. 

He has appealed his bigamy conviction, saying a U.S.
Supreme Court ruling decriminalizing gay sex supports
his case that the government is violating his privacy
rights by trying to regulate what happens in his bedroom. 

The state Supreme Court has yet to rule on that
appeal. 

Polygamist Green’s
appeal denied by
Utah Supreme Court 
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BY MARIAM FAM 
Associated Press Writer 

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Iraq’s president said Tuesday it
would be “complete nonsense” to ask foreign troops to
leave the country now, although some could depart by
year’s end. Officials began the final vote tally from elec-
tions to produce a government to confront the insur-
gency. 

A militant group claimed in a Web statement that it
had taken an American soldier hostage and threatened to
kill him within 72 hours unless Iraqi prisoners are freed.
The Web posting included a photo of a bound man in
desert fatigues with an automatic rifle pointed at his
head. 

The claim’s authenticity could not be immediately
verified. A U.S. military spokesman in Baghdad, Marine
Sgt. Salju K. Thomas, said “we are currently looking
into” the claim. 

If confirmed, the abduction would be the second of a

U.S. soldier during the wave of kidnappings over the past
year, in which more than 180 foreigners were snatched. 

A statement posted with the picture on a Web site
where militant claims are frequently posted suggested the
group was holding other soldiers. 

"Our mujahadeen heroes of Iraq’s Jihadi Battalion
were able to capture American military man John Adam
after killing a number of his comrades and capturing the
rest,” said the statement, signed by the “Mujahedeen
Brigades.” 

At least 10 hostages, including three American civil-
ians, remain in the hands of their kidnappers, and at least
35 foreign hostages have been killed, including three
Americans. The only American soldier known to have
been taken hostage is Pfc. Keith M. Maupin, 20, of
Batavia, Ohio, who was shown in a video in April being
held by militants. Another video aired in June showed
what purported to be Maupin’s slaying, but the picture
was too unclear to confirm it was him and the military
still lists him as missing. 

Despite scattered clashes in rebel areas across the
country, Iraq reopened its borders Tuesday and commer-
cial flights took off from Baghdad International Airport
as authorities eased security restrictions imposed to pro-
tect last weekend’s landmark voting. 

In Baghdad, about 200 election workers Tuesday
began the second stage of the count. They reviewed tally
sheets prepared by workers who counted ballots starting
Sunday night at the 5,200 polling centers across the
country and began crunching the numbers into 80 com-
puter terminals. Officials said no figures were expected
to be released Tuesday. 

The ballots themselves have also been sent to
Baghdad, but will not be recounted unless there are chal-
lenges or discrepancies in the tally sheets, officials said. 

Sunday’s election, which occurred without catastroph-
ic rebel attacks, raised hopes that a new Iraqi government
would be able to assume greater responsibility for secu-
rity, hastening the day when the 170,000 U.S. and other
foreign troops can go home. 

During a news conference, President Ghazi al-Yawer
was asked whether the presence of foreign troops might
be fueling the Sunni Arab revolt by encouraging rebel
attacks. 

“It’s only complete nonsense to ask the troops to leave
in this chaos and this vacuum of power,” al-Yawer, a
Sunni Arab, said. 

He said foreign troops should leave only after Iraq’s
security forces are built up, the country’s security situa-
tion has improved and some pockets of terrorists are
eliminated. 

“By the end of this year, we could see the number of
foreign troops decreasing,” al-Yawer said. 

Al-Yawer had been a strong critic of some aspects of
the U.S. military’s performance in Iraq, including the
three-week Marine siege of the Sunni rebel city of
Fallujah in April. 

Al-Yawer helped negotiate an end to that siege. But
the city fell into the hands of insurgents and religious
zealots, forcing the Marines to recapture Fallujah last
November in some of the heaviest urban combat for
American forces since the Vietnam war. 

"There were some mistakes” in the occupation “but to
be fair ... I think all in all it was positive, the contribution
of the foreign forces in Iraq,” al-Yawer said. “It was
worth it.” 

Later Tuesday, Defense Minister Hazem Shaalan said
Iraq would only ask U.S. and other forces to leave when
the country’s own troops were capable of taking on insur-
gents. 

“We don’t want to have foreign troops in our country,
but at the same time we believe that these forces should
stay for some time until we are able to control the borders
and establish a new modern army and we have efficient
intelligence,” Shaalan told reporters. “At that time ...
we’ll ask them to leave.” 

In the latest violence, clashes broke out early Tuesday
in the eastern Mosul neighborhood of Nablus between
insurgents and Iraqi National Guards, officials said. One
person was killed and another injured. A roadside bomb
killed four Iraqi National Guardsmen in the northwest of
the city, Lt. Khalil Rashid said. 

Two policemen were killed when a bomb they were
trying to defuse exploded on a street in the Kurdish-run
city of Irbil. 

U.S. troops clashed with insurgents Tuesday near the
main market in Qaim near the Syrian border, sending
crowds fleeing, witnesses said. There was no report of
casualties. 

With the election complete and the ballots safely in
Baghdad, Iraqi authorities eased the severe security mea-
sures that had been put in place to protect the voters and
polling centers. The hours of nighttime curfew were
eased, now covering 11 p.m. to 5 a.m. 

Royal Jordanian Airlines and Iraqi Airways resumed
flights to and from Baghdad. Cars, trucks and buses
began crossing the border between Iraq and Syria at
Tanaf. A five-mile line of trucks loaded with goods was
waiting on the Syrian side to cross. 

The Yarubiya crossing point which leads to the north-
ern Iraqi city of Mosul remained closed. 

Security measures for Sunday’s vote, including a ban
on most private vehicles, were credited with preventing
rebels from pulling off catastrophic attacks, although
more than 40 people were killed in about 100 attacks on
or near polling stations. 

Iraqi president wants U.S. troops to hang around



COMICS

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

Garfield® Jim Davis

Speed Bump® By Dave Coverly

T

F

E

310.393.2727

928.222.9992

Bruce@Architects-Engineers.net

B r u c e R u d m a n

A r c h i t e c t s + E n g i n e e r s

27 years of professional expertise in

office, residential, food service,

retail, healthcare and telecom.  Our

team manages all aspects from

creative concepts, acurate docu-

mentation, expedited plan

checks and construction man-

agement.  Renovation and

new construction projects

using traditional architec-

ture through full turn-key

development.  Always,

open communication
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IS YOUR RETIREMENT PLAN
AGING GRACEFULLY?

WE LIVE WHERE YOU LIVE.®

Keep your money hard at work, with
401(k) rollovers, TSAs, annuities and
more. Call me to get started today.

Troy Wilson Lic.#: 0D75687
2451 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA
310.315.1955

Providing Insurance and Financial Services  •  statefarm.com®

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company; In NY and WI – State Farm Life and Accident Assurance
Company; Bloomington, IL. Annuities and other products offered by State Farm affiliates are not
FDIC insured, not guaranteed by State Farm Bank, and are subject to investment risk, including
possible loss of principal. Consult your tax or legal advisor for specific advice.

We can’t lessen your pain,
but we’ll do all we can to

help you through it.

DeHaven Funeral Home
(FD1714)

Gary L. Moredock FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Independently owned and operated
(310)498-1945

pager: (310)843-8366
Personal, in-home care for families 

Available 24 hours / Se Habla espanol

BURIALS • CREMATION • SHIPPING
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$350 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.  
Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 38,600.

CCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDDSS

Employment
AUTO TECH NEEDED $2000 bonus for 
right Tech. ASE a must. Fax resume 
(310) 319-9189
AVON***AVON***AVON*** 
$5.00 to start your business! 
Call Cindy (310) 531-5055

BE A NOTARY PUBLIC
1 day seminar in Santa Monica
February 9, 2005
1 (866) 433-6182

BE YOUR own boss. Learn to earn 
$10K+mo. Working from home P/T. 
Not MLM (800) 435-3698

BOOKKEEPER ASSISTANT
Bank Rec plus Excel

and Quickbooks.
$20-25/hour.

Fax: (310) 453-1108
email sheri@sheribonwell.com

telephone (310) 582-1188

50+ YEARS
50+ Years Old Advertising Co. seeking 
self-motivated energetic professionals. 
Commissions Paid Weekly. Leads Furnished. 
Selling all aspects of advertising: Newspapers
- Magazines - Classified - Display, Real Estate, 

Ethnic,  Entertainment, Military,  Business,  
Finance, Call: Paul  213-251-9100  

www.theglobalmediagroup.com/jobinfo.htm

BARTEND

BARTEND

• 1 or 2 week training
• Nationwide job placement

Financing Available
National Bartenders School

310-996-1377
www.nationalbartenders.com

EARN
$150-400

DAILY

EMPLOYMENTMR. W’S PLATINUM 
FINGERS HAIR GALLERY

10774 W. Washington Blvd., 
Culver City, CA (Downtown)

HIRING!
Seeking experienced,
Energetic & Serious

Braiders, Barbers 
and Stylists

CALL (310) 766-0501
OR (310) 841-6763

CUSTOMER SERVICE/OFFICE assistant  
for local limo company. F/T P/T Will 
train. (310) 354-1158 Fax (310) 821-
7418. 
email sean@paramountlimo.com
DANCERS OF All AGES NEEDED FOR 
A NATIONAL TELEVISION SERIES. No 
experience necessary, we will train 
you. Call for an appointment 
(310) 572-7223
EXPERIENCED NEWSPAPER classified 
sales person to work phone sales at 
home. Leads furnished. Ground floor 
opportunity. Full or part time, Califor-
nia Contractor. Fax resume to Terry at 
(310) 393-0606. Or call (310) 393-
0601.

EXPERIENCED SALESPERSON needed 
F/T at Harari 1406 Montana. Apply 
within or call Lisa @ (310) 260-1204
FIT FEMALE model wanted for figure 
drawing by artist. No experience nec-
essary call. (818) 501-0266
GOT YOUR Real Estate license? Bull-
dog Realtors is looking for a few great 
agents. Love of Venice & Santa Moni-
ca essential. 2nd language helpful for 
our int, 1 clients. Abe (310) 392-3677 
ext 210

Employment
GROCERY DELIVERY store is looking 
for drivers. You must have your own 
car with current insurance.$12-15/hr, 
please check out our website: 
www.yummy.com. Send email or call 
(323)969-9254

HAIR DESIGNERS
10TH STREET at Montana Ave.

Brand new, modern and bright 5-chair 
salon renting stations now. 10tana 
Salon (310) 451-0330

MINUTEMAN Parking seeks valet 
parkers. Experience preferred, no 
placement agency. (310) 214-1888

NOW HIRING
Sexy upscale young girls for high 
class escort agency. $500-$1500 dai-
ly. (310) 402-6692
OFF THE Top is growing into a full 
service salon. We are looking for a 
motivated, professional manicurist. 
Great career opportunity in fun work-
ing environment! Call Pepper 
(310) 458-8985

P/T SALES Cruise & tour pkgs. 
37yr old Co. near LAX. 
Flex 30hrs/ some wknds base + 
comm. No cold calling. Pd TNG Aaron 
@ (310) 649-3820 x7157. Other posi-
tions available.

PERSON TO do tile, drywall, and ce-
ment jobs; other small jobs too. 
$15/hr. Own car. Preferred own tools. 
(310) 450-3335
PERSONAL ATTENDANTS, community 
trainer needed to work with develop-
mentally disabled adults in their home 
and the community. F/T-P/T in Santa 
Monica area. $7.75/hr. Call Sally 
Brown (818)782-2211 x598.

RADIO PUBLICITY or music airplay 
salesperson. Full commission, F/T-P/T 
in Santa Monica (818) 905-8038 
ext:55

RETAIL

Retail Manager
Travel Supplies & Clothing

Love travel, quality products, great 
customer service? Join America’s 
leading source of travel supplies & 
clothing in our Santa Monica store.  

FT position for Mgr. Competitive $ + 
benefits, fun & challenging wk.  Fax 
resume to (805) 568-5406 or email 

HR@magellans.com.

AMERICA’S LEADING SOURCE OF TRAVEL SUPPLIES
www.magellans.com

STYLISTS WANTED
Santa Monica hair salon for men & 
women offers low rent for Stylists 
with clientele. Great place. Call Don 
(310) 315-1098

For Sale

$$ BUCK A DAY $$
FOR SALE

Classified ad, call
(310) 458-7737
www.smdp.com

20 1984 LA Times Olympic Maga-
zines, $400. 1980 football/hockey 
cards 1k, $150. (323) 525-9164
HOT TUB 2005 Model. Net Jets. Ther-
apy seat. Warranty never used. Can 
deliver. Worth $5700, sell for $1750 
(818) 785-9043

Thrift Shop

ASSISTANCE LEAGUE THRIFT 
SHOP. 1453 15th Street, Tues-

day, Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
11am-3pm. Parking in front 

(310) 395-2338

Pets
ROTTWEILER PUPPIES. World class 
pedigree, 100% German lines; w/pa-
pers. Big heads and Mahoney mark-
ings (760) 788-8333

Vehicles for sale
1998 VW Jetta GLX, automatic 75kmi, 
airbags, ABS, AC, PS, tilt, asking price 
$8,900 (323) 839-3039
2003 MERCEDES C-240, CD changer, 
sun-roof, chrome wheels, forest 
green, beige interior $22,500. D. 
Keasbey (310) 266-6327
92’ HONDA Wagon. Automatic, good 
condition. $2800 OBO. Call (310) 458-
1234

Instruction

BE A NOTARY PUBLIC
1 day seminar in Santa Monica
February 9, 2005
1 (866) 433-6182

MATH TUTOR
(310) 842-7801MATH TUTOR

Ph.D will tutor junior high, high
school and college students. He is
experienced, patient, and able to
explain mathematics clearly.Will
diagnose and correct problems.

(310) 842-7801
or Email: StevePlafker@msn.com

QUICK BOOKS. Training & Book-
ing call (310) 977-7935

SINGING LESSONS
with Monika Bruckner for every 
style and voice in Santa Monica 
Studio. (818) 419-0830

Wanted
DO YOU Have Manic Depression?
Call 323-954-0029DO YOU

HAVE MANIC
DEPRESSION?

We are conducting a
clinical study. Medication and

up to $400 compensation
provided. Confidential.

Call: 323-954-0029

NURSE W/20 years experience & ex-
cellent references, available for live-in 
or out. (310) 270-6183

For Rent
1 BEDROOM, 1 bath for rent. Upstairs, 
bright. 19th and Broadway. Available 
now. $1350/mo. (310) 490-9326.

The BEST
RENTALS
inVENICE
ELLY NESIS CO. INC
(310) 396-4443

ellynesis.com

FEMALE ROOMMATE wanted! 
2bdrm/2bath, $656. Reliable, trust-
worthy, professional, with a song in 
her heart. (818) 744-2088
FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company. 
2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica, CA 
90403.

For Rent
LOS ANGELES, 2bdrm 1bath @ 1523 
Holt Ave., Unit 3 $1400/mo. Stove, re-
frigerator, blinds, laundry, carpet, 
parking, no pets. $200 off move-in 
fee. (310) 578-7512 www.JKWpro-
perties.com

MAR VISTA 1+1 @ 12450 Culver. 
$850/mo. Stove, refrigerator, carpets, 
blinds, intercom entry, gated parking, 
utilities included, no pets. (888) 451-
7778 www.JKWproperties.com
MAR VISTA 1+1 @ 12627 Washington 
Place, Unit 5. Stove, new refrigerator, 
dish washer, carpet, balcony, blinds, 
laundry, fire place, parking, no pets. 
$825/mo  $200 off move-in special. 
( 3 1 0 ) 5 7 8 - 7 5 1 2
www.JKWproperties.com

PALMS/BEVERLYWOOD ADJ $915/mo 
1bdrm 1bath. Appliances. No pets, 
parking 2009 Preuss Road #9. OPEN 
DAILY FOR VIEWING. 8am til 6pm. Ad-
ditional info inside apartment.
PALMS/BEVERLYWOOD ADJ. $750.00 
Bachelor. Refrigerator, hot-place, no 
pets, parking, utilities paid. 2009 Pre-
uss Rd., #1. Open daily for viewing 
8am till 6pm. Additional info inside 
apt.

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA
300 California   $1150

Lower 1 bed, utilities paid,
parking, gated entry

1441 Princeton     $1350
Lower 1 bed, remodeled,
Pergo floors, new blinds

117 Strand     $1395
Upper 1 bed, steps to beach,

new carpet, remodeled
kitchen

WEST LA
BRENTWOOD
WESTWOOD

10900 S.M. Blvd, $950
Front upper 1 bed, new car-

pet, near UCLA

649 Barrington, BW $1150 
Lower one bed, hardwood

floors,  great location, street
park only

1721 Westgate, WLA, $1350
Upper 2 bed, 2 baths, new

carpet & linoleum

1518 Centinela, WLA, $1895/$1995
Brand new 2 bed townhome
apts, washer & dryer, private

sundecks

10724 Missouri, WLA/WWD $2500
3 bed + den,  2 bath, new

carpet, washer & dryer, dish-
washer

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

For Rent
SANTA MONICA $1000/mo Studio 
1bath. No pets, tile, hardwood floors, 
laundry, parking included. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1050/mo 
1bdrm/1bath, W/C pets, laundry, 
street parking, water & trash included.  
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $1075/mo 
1bdrm/1bath, no pets, laundry, newly 
painted, streets parking, 1year mini-
mum lease. (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1150/mo Studio 
1bath. Hardwood floors, laundry, per-
mit parking, 6mo minimum lease 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $1249/mo 
1bdrm/1bath. No pets, stove, carpet, 
laundry, parking included, new paint. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $1250/mo Studio 
w/ large, newly remodeled kitchen. 
Utilities included, street parking. (310) 
395-RENT www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1255/mo. Complete-
ly remodeled top floor apartment. 
1bdrm/1bath, parking included, hard-
wood floors. (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1295/mo. Newer 
building, 1bdrm/1bath, no pets, con-
trolled access, parking included, laun-
dry. (310) 395-RENT www.westsider-
entals.com
SANTA MONICA $1300/mo 1bdrm 
1bath, great ocean park location. 
2508 3rd Street. Remodeled kitchen 
and bath. 1 parking space. Contact 
agent (818) 415-1985
SANTA MONICA $1985/mo 3bdrm/ 
1.5bath Townhouse, light unit,12th 
near Colorado. Stove, 2-door refriger-
ator, dishwasher, ample closets, pri-
vate patio,2 car enclosed garage, 
Owner 310-828-4481

SANTA MONICA $2300/mo front lower 
unit 2bdrm/2bath. Great Ocean Park 
location. 2508 3rd Street. Remodeled 
kitchen and baths. 1 covered parking 
space and street parking w/ permit 
available. Contact agent (818) 415-
1985

SANTA MONICA $925/mo Studio 
1bath. W/C pet, patio, new carpets 
& paint, parking included. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $995/mo 
1bdrm/1bath. No pets, stove, new 
carpets, laundry. (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA 2+1 @ 1833 16th 
St., #5. Stove, blinds, carpet, parking. 
No pets. $1100/mo. $200 off move-in 
special call (310) 578-7512 
www.JKWproperties.com
VENICE 1BDRM 1bath $1050/mo 501 
N. Venice, Unit 25. Stove, refridgera-
tor, carpet, laundry, utilities included, 
parking, no pets (310) 574-6767
9am-6:30pm 
www.JKWproperties.com

VENICE 2BED 1bath+den @ 25 19th 
Ave., Unit D $1975/mo. Stove, fridge, 
blinds, free-standing fireplace, laun-
dry, 1 space garage parking, patio, 
cat okay. $300 off move in fee. 
( 3 1 0 ) 5 7 8 - 7 5 1 2
www.JKWproperties.com

WHY RENT? You can own your own 
home with no down payment! Call 
Kristle or Bill (310) 207-5060 x 3232

Houses For Rent
HOUSE FOR rent - open house 
Sat/Sun SM 2bd/1ba. Newly remod-
eled, walk to beach, all appliances, 
parking. $2500/mo. Pets considered 
(818) 415-2019

Roommates
ROOM FOR Rent in 2bdrm 2bath 
Apartment. Professional female late 
20’s-30’s $770/mo + $770 security 
(310) 968-1564.

Commercial Lease
1617 BRADWAY

1617 BROADWAY
Individual Offices 

New building. 
All services included.

Reception telephone answering. 

High speed T-1 Internet. 

Full use of conference rooms,

copier, printer, faxes...etc.

Parking. Flexible lease terms.

310-526-0310

NAI CAPITAL Commercial
(310)440-8500

Christina S. Porter
Vice President

310-440-8500 x.104

Flex Space for Lease
1610 Colorado Ave. SM

Approximately 8,800 SF divisible to
4,400. / .75¢ psf, nnn

(310) 806-6104 cporter@naicapital.com

DESIGNERS WANTED! Santa Monica 
women’s boutique offers retail space 
for rent, $300, 8 available. (310) 486-
6964
EAST OFF SMC 875sq.ft. Upper studio 
commercial office. A/C & heat, free 
standing building. (310)450-9840
SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. Very 
charming building, small offices. Be-
tween $700/mo & $2100/mo. In-
cludes utilities & cleaning. (310) 614-
6462
SANTA MONICA Creative office space 
2812 Santa Monica Blvd. 385sq/ft to 
2570sqft. Par commercial (310) 395-
2663 ext101.
SM 1334 Lincoln 3 office spaces 
1140sqft, 750sqft, 600sqft, 
$1.90/sqft. Utilities and parking in-
cluded. D. Keasbey (310) 477-3192
SM RETAIL 1844 Lincoln, 1800sqft. 
$3500/mo +rear 1600sqft $2000/mo. 
Option to buy. D. Keasbey (310) 477-
3192

WAREHOUSE SPACE 1300sq/ft 
Includes 1 office and bathroom; 
Lease for 6-24/mo @$2300/mo 
Includes roll-up door+4 parking 

spaces. Located in S.M.
Colorado & Yale.

Quiet, safe & accessible.
Tom (310) 612-0840

Real Estate
AMERICAN MORTGAGE

AMERICAN MORTGAGE
FUNDING CO. INC

Home Loans for any reason.
Good Credit, Bad Credit.

Purchase or Refinance. Rates
low as 1%.

CALL BRIAN McDANIEL
Licensed Loan Officer

(310) 901 1268
Se Habla Español

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737
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30 DAYS TIL PROZAC

Author Dennis A. DeGeorge

30 DAYS ‘TIL PROZ@K
( A  N E W  S E L F  H E L P  B O O K )

Buy Online or By Phone: Amazon.com   bbotw.com

Or call: 1(877)BUY-BOOK

One month of simple activities directed at stimulating your spirit,
before you choose to embark on a path of prescription medication.

B U Y  T H I S  B O O K  T O D AY !

SUCCESS DEPENDS on the right choices

Services
A.C. CONSTRUCTION commercial & 
residential remodel. Honest and Reli-
able. Free estimates. Call (310)278-
5380. Fax: (310)271-4790. Lic# 
801884 Fully insured.

A/C CONSTRUCTION
General Construction

Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons

Honest • Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

ACCOUNTING CYCLE
taxes, audit, GL
call for free tax organizer! 
(310) 740-1390

ROCKN LANSCAPEROCKN LANDSCAPE
MONTHLY MAINTENANCE
Tree Trim & Removal.
Fence, Gate, Decks installed
Drainage, Retaining walks

(310) 452-7122 License #573763

FREEESTIMATES

WHEN YOU Get Ready To Fix 
Up, Call Us!Ned Parker Con-
struction Painting, Carpentry, 
Roofing, Concrete, Electrical
Bonded And Insured Lic # 
658986 323)871-8869

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER 
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured • Lic#658-486
PAINTING • CARPENTRY • ROOFING

CONCRETE • ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

Services
SMOKING

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

(310) 235-2882

STUDIO 10

MOBILE NOTARY Public and loan sign-
ing Agent. Available throughout L.A. 
and Orange County. Shahar 
(818) 648-5505

Services

WESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handyman

(310) 266-6348
WESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY, ELEC., PAINT, ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR

ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE
BOB 35/HR (310) 266-6348

CALEB 25/HR (310) 409-3244

MERRY MAIDS

BONDED AND INSURED

CLEANING AMERICAN
HOMES SINCE 1979

(310) 656-6243

FULLY CREDENTIALED veteran 
teacher available for tutoring in all 
subjects K-9 $40/hour. Call Kane 
(310)392-5122

ONE HOUR Alterations, 
hemming, jeans, pants, skirts, etc. 
Made by professional Call
Michael (310) 980-2674 

PAINTING TOP QUALITY  A&A 
custom,Interior And Exterior . Free 
Quote. Jeff Arrieta (310)560-9864.

PAINTING/WALLPAPER
PAINTING, Wallpaper Removal & In-
stallation, Wall Texturing, Free Esti-
mates! Glenn’s Wall Service  310-
686-8505

Attorney Services
LOVED ONE ARRESTED 1X1
CLIFF NICHOLS LAW 310-917-1083Loved One Arrested?

Free Initl Consult
310.917-1083

Eve. wkn. 310.909-9024
www.cliffnicholslaw.com

PPrroommoottee  yyoouurr    bbuussiinneessss  iinn  tthhee  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

WANTED
RESIDENTIAL property in Ocean 
Park and Sunset Park. I have 
qualified buyers ready to buy. 
Call Matt (310) 864-9034

Real Estate

NEED HOUSING in the Phoenix 
Metro Area?

Investing in Residential Houses, 
Multi-Family Housing or LAND?

Call Janice Snell for ALL your Liv-
ing or Investing needs.

Janice Snell, CRIR
Prudential AZ, Properties

www.janicesnell.com
Phone: (626) 332-5006

MANHATTAN BEACH – New Listing 
24,000 square feet of land, prime lo-
cation, signalized corner. Fantastic 
opportunity! Just reduced! 
$2,125,000 Anthony’s Restaurant - El 
Segundo City Landmark comes with 
land, improvements, and business. 22 
year lease left on parking lot and pa-
tio. $2,000 per month with no in-
creases Gross business. $575,000 
annually. $1,099,000 (310) 396-1947

WANTED
COMMERCIAL real estate on 
Main Street in Santa Monica

Real Estate
HERMOSA BEACH Shopping Center 
Anchored by a major restaurant. Cen-
ter includes medical group, salon, Pi-
lates studio, boutique, office suites. 
6% cap rate $7,050,000 (310) 396-
1947

WANTED
COMMERCIAL real estate on 
Main Street in Santa Monica, 
call Matt (310) 864-9034

EL SEGUNDO - Coming soon. New 
construction. 1,400sqft retail and 
2bdrm 2bath Loft. 1,800sqft total. 
300sqft roof top Call Matt (310) 864-
9034

Real Estate
BUYING & Selling call: Brent Parsons 
at (310) 943-7657 & Thomas Kham-
mar (310) 943-7656

George Chung Realtors

&Buying
Selling

Brent Parsons
(310) 943-7657

Thomas Khammar
(310) 943-7656

Call us for any of your Real
Estate needs. We can make

your dreams a reality

Thomas

Brent

Real Estate
PACIFIC OCEAN Properties

PAC
WEST
MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd in Santa Monica

1-888-FOR-LOAN
310 392-9223
VERY AGGRESSIVE RATES

30 YEAR FIXED RATES
JUST REDUCED! JUST 5.375%

30 YEAR FIXED 5.375%

10 YEAR/1 ARM 5.25%

7 YEAR/1 ARM 5.125%

5 YEAR/1 ARM 4.5%

3 YEAR/1 ARM 4.25%

1 YEAR/1 ARM 3.6%

6 MO./6 MO. ARM 3.75%

1 MO./1 MO. ARM 1%

*Rates subject to change
** As of Dec 1 2004

$500,000
1ST $400,000 @ 4.375% $1,459 P⁄MO
2ND $100,000 @ 6875% $572.00 P⁄MO
Total: $2,030.00 P/MO

* Not Including Tax & Insurance

$650,000
1ST $520,000 @ 4.375% $1,895 P⁄MO
2ND $130,000 @6.875% $744.00 P⁄MO
Total: $2,639.00 P/MO

* Not Including Tax & Insurance

ROB
SCHULTZ

BROKER
LICENSED CALIFORNIA

BROKER #01218743

WE FEATURE
100%

INTEREST ONLY
LOANS

Storage Space
GARAGE RENTAL! West Los Angeles, 2 
car garage, $280/mo. Storage only. 
(310)391-8880

Massage
5’2” HOURGLASS Figure offers
full-body sensual massage. Very pri-
vate, very discreet, 6am-9pm. 
Incall/Outcall special rate between 
6am-9pm, Rachel
(310) 339-6709

A -1Hour Vacation. Body, Mind & Spi-
rit with a full-body therapeutic Swed-
ish/Deep-tissue massage. Lora 
(310) 394-2923  (310) 569-0883.

AMBIANCE MASSAGE OFFERING a
light touch therapy by Kevin. 
C.M.T out calls only (310) 894-
2443

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and ten-
der relaxing bodywork by mature Eu-
ropean. Professional Lady Sonja 
(310) 397-0433.

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your 
body, mind, spirit.  Therapeutic, 
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy balanc-
ing. Strictly non-sexual. Introductory 
specials from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, 
L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

LONG LASTING RELIEF
From Muscle Tightness & Pain
Increase Flexibility & Strength

Located Downtown SM
(310) 930-5884

www.nydoo.com/massagebyraj

STRONG & NURTURING MASSAGE by 
Fitness Trainer. $40/hr. No time limit. 
Paul  (310) 741-1901.
THAI YOGA massage by Thai woman 
in West LA. pnthaiyogamassage.com 
(310) 645-2702

THERAPEUTIC RELAXING mas-
sage. Swedish, Thai, and Deep 
Tissue. Call Cynthia (310) 397-

0199

Announcements

Business Opps

DISCOVER THE SECRET
to take control of your financial 

retirement future of lifetime 
perpetual income. 

www.path2plenty.net/13961pr
(626) 355-0542. 

Because you deserve a better 
life starting now!

TURN $1295 into six figure income. 
3Sales = $3000 working home! Mon-
ey in travel, vacation free. (323) 467-
3399

Health/Beauty

DIET
MAGIC

Totally Controls Appetite 
Gives Tremendous Energy

Lose Weight Like Crazy

100% Money Back Guarantee

30 Day Programs
Start At $38

(888) 249-7397
www.antiagingdepot.com

(888) 249-7397

DR. LUCAS
Chiropractic &
Accupuncture

Victoria D. Lucas
D.C., LAc. QME

Vita Wellness
MAXIMUM FAMILY CARE IN ONE LOCATION

310-449-1222
2222 Santa Monica Blvd.• Ste. 203 • Santa Monica, CA 90404

MEDICAL MARIJUANA
REFERRALS

Doctor Referrals. 
Dispensary locations. 
Call us. We can help. 
Green Medicine Group 

(323) 243-8158
www.greenmedicalgroup.org

Lost & Found
LOST PASSPORT on 1/15/05 on Main 
Street. Name Sorin Costache, please 
email any info to: 
sorin@ilfornocaffe.com

Lost & Found

LOST: DIAMOND RING: 
on Christmas Eve on 2nd Street 

@ Arizona in Santa Monica. 
Reward for return.

Please contact 
Lynne (310) 208-0028 or 

Brenda @ Santa Monica Daily 
Press (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

Private and Group

Equipment provided

CPR certified

310-920-1265

camp@learntosurfla.com

Surf Lessons

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737



A D V E R T I S E M E N T

10610 VENICE BLVD. 4 UNITS

LOS ANGELES 90066
$949,500

7027 RAMSGATE PL
4 UNITS

WESTCHESTER
$795,900

3312 GRAND VIEW BL
MAR VISTA/PALMS 90066

$1,325,000

931 N. ROSE STREET
BURBANK

3BD, 1.75BA
$625,000

124 PEARL ST.
4 BDRM, 2 1/2 BATH

PORT HUENENE
$450,000

NEW LISTING! 2801 LA CASTANA DR
LOS ANGELES  $1,590,000

PRIME MULHOLLAND ESTATE WITH VIEWS

122 N. RAMPART
8 UNITS

LOS ANGELES

3648 EMPIRE DRIVE
CULVER CITY 4 UNITS

$1,295,000

Pacific Ocean Properties
ANNOUNCES THE GRAND OPENING OF ITS NEW OFFICE!

2212 Lincoln Boulevard, Santa Monica | 310.392.9223

Wholesale lending through:

Pac West Mortgage
30 year fixed rates just reduced! Just 5.375!

2212 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica, CA
310-392-9223 1-888-FOR-LOAN (367-5626)

Pre-Approval in minutes.

VERY
AGGRESSIVE

RATES

30 year fixed 5.375%
10 year/1 arm 5.25%
7 year/1 arm 5.125%
5 year/1 arm 4.5%**

3 year/1 arm 4.25%**
1 year/1 arm 3.6%

6 mos./6 mo. arm 3.75%
1 mo./1 mo. arm 1.0%**

* Rates subject  to change

* As of Feb. 1, 2005

** Denotes an interest only loan

LICENSED CALIFORNIA BROKER #01218743

Real Estate

Rob Schultz
Broker

SOLD
ESCROW

3230 W 43RD PL
LOS ANGELES

4BD 4BA
$720,000

ESCROW

1072 W. EDGEWARE
4 UNITS

LOS ANGELES
$920,000

ESCROW

• Over 300 banks approved
• Residential & Commercial loans
• 100% financing
• 30 years of experience
• Purchase or Refinances
• Expert loan consultations
• Lines of Credit
• CONSTRUCTION LOANS
• Apartment Buildings
• Timely performance

Craig Sellers
Realtor

SOLD

100% Finance Interest Only Loans
$650,000.00
1st - $520,000.00 @ 4.375%
$1,895.00 Per Month

2nd - $130,000.00 @ 6.875%
$744.00 Per Month

Total $2,639.00 Per Month
*Not Including Tax & Insurance

$500,000.00
1st - $400,000.00 @ 4.375%
$1,459.00 Per Month

2nd - $100,000.00 @ 6.875%
$572.00 Per Month

Total $2,030.00 Per Month
*Not Including Tax & Insurance

(310) 392-9223
Welcoming the first time buyer.

Valuable consultants for the seasoned investor.

COMING

SOON
SPECTACULAR

PROPERTY
1855 BENICIA

3BD., 2BA.
PLUS DEN
THOROUGHLY REMODELED

Approx. 5,000 SQ. FT.

$1,250,000
Century City


