
BY MICHAEL TITTINGER
Daily Press Staff Writer

All too often, Marc Sanschagrin
finds himself between a rock and a
hard place, namely between the
Santa Monica Police Department
and the Pico Neighborhood
Association, for which he serves as
a board member.

Three years ago, the McKinley
Elementary School teacher
bought a house in the Pico section
of Santa Monica, relocating from
Mid-City, and was surprised to
find a warm, caring community
consisting of virtually every
nationality in the book; a like-

minded assemblage of hard-
working people with a passion for
improving schools and improving
their community. Sanschagrin
said he’s found a community that
belies its often negative reputa-
tion as the veritable stepchild of
Santa Monica, where news
accounts of shootings and gang-
related incidents splash across
front pages with a frequency that
doesn’t reflect the true essence of
the neighborhood as a whole.

Born in Detroit, Sanschagrin
relocated to Southern California
in the late ’80s and has seen his
fair share of changes within the
city. It is in the Pico section

where things are often static, he
admits, something he’d like to
see change with improvements to
the area’s perception to the out-
siders.

“I’ve seen changes in other
parts of the city,” he said during a
sit-down interview during his
class’ lunch break on Friday. “But
Pico pretty much remains the
same, in two ways — one, in its
reality, and two, in its facade. We
seem to get most of the bad PR.”

It was while walking the streets
of Pico a couple years back, trying
to drum up support for proposed

“One reason I don't drink
is that I want to know
when I am having a

good time.”
– Lady Nancy Astor
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CAN'T POSSIBLY BE TRUE
■ Junior Allen, 63, feels 2004 will be
his year. The North Carolina Parole
Commission will decide soon whether
to grant his application for release,
after 25 straight rejections. Allen's only
conviction, in 1970, was for stealing a
TV set, which today would carry a
probable sentence of probation only.
Meanwhile, the same commission
released Howard Washington on parole
in January after 10 years in prison for
murder; he committed his crime one
week before the state eliminated
parole as a possibility for murders such
as the one Washington committed.

■ In December, New Hampshire's
state drug abuse and prevention pro-
gram was turned down for a $17 mil-
lion grant on the sole ground, said the
federal Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration, that
its application was typed with smaller
margins than permitted. The federal
agency did not give the state an
opportunity to correct the formatting,
even though the victims of the rejec-
tion were not the grant-writers but
drug-addicted patients.

■ Deborah Hayes, who was awarded
more than $1.3 million by a jury in
Beaumont, Texas, in November for the
heart damage she suffered while tak-
ing the Fen-Phen weight-loss drug,
said in December that that was too
much money and that she thought
she had demonstrated only about
$588,000 in damages.

NEWS OF 
THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 
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213 Arizona Ave. Off The 3rd Street Promenade  Tel: (310) 395-1120

Tuition woes at SMC put college in a bind
BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

SMC — The cost of earning a two-year
degree here is on the rise.

If tuition rates are hiked as expected, inter-
national students can expect to pay nearly
$12,000 to graduate from Santa Monica
College. Meanwhile, out-of-staters could pay
as much as $10,500 and locals $1,560.

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger has proposed
an $8-per-unit fee hike at all 108 community
colleges in California next year. The increase,
which comes on the heels of a $7 jump this
year, would make each semester unit cost $26
for locals, $175 for out-of-staters and $197 for
international students.

“We don’t have any control over it,” said
Don Girard, director of marketing for SMC. He
added that students with a bachelor’s degree
will pay $50 per unit for most classes under
Schwarzenegger’s proposal. “We’re beefing up
our financial aid office so we can get our stu-

dents the money they need.”
But Girard said even with all the fees fac-

tored in, SMC students are still getting a good
deal. Even in 2001, studying for two years at a
University of California school cost interna-
tional students $45,000 — and at a private
school that figure jumps to $55,000, Girard
said. Those figures have surely risen, he added. 

Just last year, semester units at SMC cost

locals $11. But because of the shortfall in fund-
ing from Sacramento, that price was raised to
$18. The suggested $26 rate is a part of
Schwarzenegger’s proposed budget for next
year and likely will be discussed before the
budget is adopted this summer.

To transfer to a four-year university or
college, students must have a total of 60
units. On average, transferable classes are
three units per semester and lab classes count
for one or two units. Students from out of
state can apply for the lower rate after living
in California for one year.

Teacher and student groups have com-
plained that the rising cost of attending SMC
— coupled with the loss of six academic pro-
grams this year — has gentrified the 26,000-
plus student population. They accused presi-
dent Piedad F. Robertson of acting too quickly
to cut the popular automotive program, among
others, and thereby disproportionately affect-

Mourning continues at a coastal plane crash site
By The Associated Press

PORT HUENEME — Families
and friends of 88 people killed
when an Alaska Airlines flight spi-
raled out of control into the sea four
years ago gathered on a wind-swept
beach Saturday afternoon to pray
and reminisce about those lost. 

About 60 people gathered
around a memorial sundial-and-
dolphin sculpture commemorating
Flight 261. The names of the dead

were read, and a bell tolled after
each name while family members,
many weeping, placed a white
rose over bronze plaques encir-
cling the memorial. 

Flowers, candles and mementos
such as Beanie Babies also deco-
rated the shrine. 

“It never leaves us. The impact
was too great,” said William
Margiotta, who flew to California
from his Long Island, N.Y., home

with his wife, Joan. The couple’s
only daughter, Carolyn, son-in-law,
David, and four grandchildren —
Miles, Spencer, Blake and Coriander
— were aboard Flight 261. 

“We couldn’t come for the one-
year anniversary. It was too emo-
tional still. Through counseling,
we’ve been able to come today. We
cope a lot better,” Margiotta said. 

The Alaska Airlines MD-80
went down near the Channel

Islands northwest of Los Angeles
on Jan. 31, 2000, while en route
from Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, to
San Francisco and Seattle-Tacoma
International Airport. 

The National Transportation
Safety Board determined the crash
was caused by the failure of a
jackscrew in the plane’s horizontal
stabilizer trim system, a part of the
plane’s tail section that helps con-
trol pitch. 

Marc Sanschagrin: Bridging gaps
Community profiles is a weekly series that appears each Monday and delves into the people who

live, work and play in Santa Monica.

See TUITION, page 6

See PROFILES, page 6

“We don’t have any control
over it.”

– DON GIRARD
Director of marketing, SMC
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HOROSCOPE

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★★ Take an overview, and you

might be delighted by what comes up. You dis-
cover that someone close does honestly care
about you. You could reverse your decisions
about plans at the last minute. Go where the fun
is. Tonight: Take in a movie.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★ Changes happen rapidly while

you think through what is best for you. Listen
well to what is happening here. Schedule time
with someone close. You don’t know how much
this gesture will mean to him or her. Tonight:
Togetherness works.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ Others come toward you. You

have your pick of what to do; only you might be
making life far more complicated than you think
it needs to be. Keep your plans and feelings sim-
ple right now. Tonight: Where the action is.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★ Pace yourself, as you might be a

bit more tired than you realize. A loved one does
care, but has an odd way of showing it. Be
understanding and gracious in your dealings
with loved ones and friends. Tonight: Make it a
relaxing few hours.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★★ Your playfulness is marked by a

special relationship with a friend or loved one.
Your perspective changes considerably once you
understand what is ailing this person. What
could be a big deal for him or her is a minor
adjustment for you. Tonight: So what if tomor-
row is Monday?

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★ Others anchor you with their

demands. You might want to have a lazy day at
home, but an older relative or boss could be ask-
ing a lot from you. Know when to pull back and
smile sweetly, saying “no.” Tonight: Screen
calls. Do your thing.

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you’ll have: 

★★★★★ -Dynamic  ★★★★ -Positive  ★★★ -Average  
★★ -So-so  ★ -Difficult

It’s a five-star day, Gemini

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ You defer to others right now. All

you want is company and/or activity, but plans
could rapidly change. News could force you to
rethink a decision. Do what you find most pleas-
urable. Let the good times happen. Tonight: Read
or contact friends.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★ Indulge and treat others with a great

deal of love and caring. Extremes mark your
mood and what you choose to do. A partner
might object quite clearly. Indulge yourself with-
out worrying too much. Tonight: Your treat.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★★ You are a powerhouse of mag-

netism and energy. Someone might get jealous
and out of control. Right now, you can handle
this person, but later on, you will be more self-
centered than in the past. Tonight: Whatever puts
a smile on your face.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★ Take your time and make a decision

with care. You might opt to go down a new path
if you like. Debate the pros and cons with some-
one who understands you and the people in your
life. Don’t pressure others. Tonight: Get a good
night’s sleep.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ Your greatest pleasure comes

from your friends, even if you want to spend
time with a child or loved one. This person is dif-
ficult and touchy. Let him or her have his or her
space. You will be a lot happier as a result.
Tonight: You are the party.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★ A must appearance dominates your

plans. You might not be sure exactly what to do
here. Your ability to face facts might become
strategic with a child or family member. Trust
your judgment. Tonight: Visit with an older rela-
tive.
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AWARD WINNING
BEER SELECTION

29 Beers on Draught

HAPPY HOUR 4-6PM    Monday thru Friday

PLAN YOUR NEXT PARTY 
ON THE PATIO

2911 Main Street • Santa Monica • 11:30am - Midnight Mon-Sun
Telephone 310.314.4855 • www.libraryalehouse.com

$5.99 Burger Monday!!!
Your choice of:

Ahi • Salmon • Boca
Garden • Turkey • Beef

SUNSET GRILL
A C o n t i n e n t a l  C a f e

B R E A K F A S T  ■ L U N C H  ■ D I N N E R
Open from 7:30am - 9pm ■ Closed Sundays & Holidays

1701 Ocean Park Blvd. in Santa Monica  ■ 310-450-7546

Try Our Famous Salad Combination
1 Item Combo: $7.25 ❂ 2 Item Combo: $8.75 ❂ 3 Item Combo: $9.75
Served on a Bed of Mixed Greens and Your Choice of These Items:

CChhiicckkeenn  ❂ CChheeeessee  TToorrtteelliinnii  ❂ DDuucckk  PPaattee  ❂ GGrreeeenn  BBeeaannss  ww//  AAllmmoonnddss

CChhiicckkeenn  CCuurrrryy  ❂ RRaattaattoouullee  ❂ PPeennnnee  PPeesstt  ww//  CCrraabb  ❂ CCoorrnn  SSaallaadd

EEggggppllaanntt  ww//  PPiinnee  NNuuttss  ❂ PPaassttaa  ww//  SSaauussaaggee  ❂ TToommaattoo  ww//  MMoozzzzaarreellllaa

FFaavvaa  BBeeaannss  ❂ CCoorrnn  SSaallaadd  ❂ BBeeeettss  ❂ AAssppaarraagguuss  ❂ PPoottaattoo  SSaallaadd  ......  aanndd  MMoorree!!

BREAK THROUGH
YOUR FEARS

Learn to say what you want when you want

CLASSES START Feb. 5

(310) 393-2382
www.StutterSSC.org info@StutterSSC.org
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Look for the surf to fade further today with knee-chest high surf at many
breaks and some shoulder to head high sets at best spots. New NW swell will
start to slowly fill in late in the day but looks strongest as we move through
the day on Tuesday.

Today, look for 2-3 ft.+ - knee to chest high occasionally 5 ft. and fair con-
ditions. 

Outlook: S swell fades over the next couple of days. No other significant
Southern Hemi swell is expected in the near future.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing today at
your local break. Epic.

Today the
water Is:

58 º

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
LOW ONE LOW TWO HIGH ONE HIGH TWO

MONDAY 12:02 AM 1:48 PM 6:20 AM 8:37 PM

TUESDAY 12:49 AM 2:17 PM 7:00 AM 8:59 PM

WEDNESDAY 1:25 AM 2:46 PM 7:32 AM 9:18 PM

THURSDAY 1:59 AM 3:17 PM 8:08 AM 9:42 PM

FRIDAY 2:34 AM 3:45 PM 8:41 AM 10:07 PM

SATURDAY 3:05 AM 4:08 PM 9:15 AM 10:37 PM

SUNDAY 3:45 AM 4:36 PM 9:48 AM 11:02 PM

Design a Party with a Slice!
Specializing in Event Catering, Office Parties and Birthdays

Lunch/Office Delivery

915 Wilshire Blvd. • 310.451.SLICE(7542)

1622 Ocean Park Blvd. • 310.399.4060
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om
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H
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s
•

“A slice of NY in your 
own backyard.”

— Anthony Dias Blue
Bon Appetit Lifestyle

Pastrami
Sandwich

8 ttaaxx  iinncclluuddeedd

includes:
Pickles  or  coleslaw,
french  fries  or  salad

and  drink

The Tastiest Hawaiian Sandwiches

111199  BBrrooaaddwwaayy,,  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa
331100..339944..00110000

OOppeenn
DDaaiillyy  ffrroomm
1111  aa..mm..  ttoo
1100  pp..mm..

Today’s Special: Store Hours:

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

Since 1967
Quality  &  Value  Always!

Break from 
the chains...

COME EAT WELL!

310-399-7892
2732 Main St.

Santa Monica

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
American Film Market returns to SM
By Daily Press staff

The American Film Market returns home to Santa Monica for its eight-day interna-
tional film marketplace and trade show. The show will be in town from Feb. 25 through
March 3, 2004, and for the first time in the convention’s history, the marketplace coin-
cides with the Academy Awards, which are scheduled for Feb. 29, 2004. The AFM will
also move to an additional calendar slot of Nov. 3 through Nov. 10, 2004.

The extra time slot and Academy Awards timing are expected to bring increased
attendance, and therefore increased revenue, to Santa Monica as it welcomes more
than 7,000 entertainment industry professionals from more than 70 countries. This
city-wide event takes place at the Loews Santa Monica Beach Hotel, which has been
AFM headquarters for the past 14 years.

For this event, nearly all the guest rooms at the Loews, and additional rooms at
Le Merigot, a JW Marriot Beach Hotel & Spa, are converted into office and meet-
ing space for production companies to conduct business, which generates more than
$500 million in film production and distribution deals. 

With the marketplace being scheduled twice in 2004, the events are expected to
generate twice as much revenue for the city of Santa Monica. For each marketplace,
the AFM citywide hotel block secures 12,000 rooms and ensures approximately
$250,000 to $350,000 in transient occupancy taxes to the city’s general fund.

All Santa Monica businesses are expected to get a piece of the action. From
entertainment to retail to dining to lodging, all businesses will see revenue from the
increased traffic to the city. In particular, shopping destinations such as the Third
Street Promenade and the city’s fine arts districts are expected to see increased traf-
fic during the convention’s off-hours.

The AFM is reaching out to the community by offering free public screenings to
Santa Monica residents, students and employees. Information on public screenings can
be found by logging onto www.americanfilmmarket.com or by calling (310) 446-1092.

Calling all nurses
By Daily Press Staff

Saint John’s Heath Center will be holding an open house for experienced regis-
tered nurses and critical care charge nurses to learn more about opportunities avail-
able at the Santa Monica center. New graduates are also encouraged to attend.

The open house will be held on Thursday, Feb. 12, from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. at the
health center at 1328 22nd St.

Opportunities exist at the center in the areas of critical care, ambulatory medi-
cine, labor and delivery, oncology, orthopaedics and more.

James Zalez, MD, will speak about surgical treatment of atrial fibrillation, which
qualifies for one continuing education unit. Brunch and refreshments will be served.

Seating is limited, so be sure to RSVP prior to attending. To reserve a spot, call
(310) 829-8824. 

Warhol grant supports SM artists
By Daily Press staff

The 18th Street Arts Center has been awarded a $40,000 grant from The Andy
Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts to support the exhibition of contemporary
visual artists in Santa Monica.

Founded in the spring of 1988, 18th Street is Southern California’s oldest and
largest international art center of its kind— a nonprofit residential arts center in
Santa Monica that supports artists and arts organizations dedicated to issues of the
community and diversity in contemporary society.

The grant will go in part to support 18th Street’s new “Spontaneous Combustion”
series, which will introduce the freshest emerging arts and artists from the local art
community.

For more information on the center, call (310) 453-3711 or e-mail
18thstreet@18thstreet.org.

Former U.S. weapons inspector David
Kay testified before the Senate Armed
Services Committee that there were a
series of failures in pre-war intelligence
on Iraq. He said we were almost all wrong
about weapons of mass destruction. 

His statements solidify what many peo-
ple have thought for months — that there
was no imminent threat of Iraq building a
nuclear arsenal. Now, there’s been talk about
launching an independent investigation into
the United States intelligence community.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know,

“Should an investigation be launched
and who should be held responsible if,
in fact, the intelligence doesn’t support
the war effort?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your
response before Thursday at 5 p.m. We’ll
print them in Saturday’s paper
(Responses used to be printed on Friday
but have been moved to Saturday).
Please limit your comments to a minute
or less. It might help to think first about
the wording of your response.
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Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press
staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a
space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are
unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the
author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices locat-
ed at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and
guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

LETTERS
Self-righteous strikers 
Editor:

It is truly unfortunate that our community is riven by the supermarket strike, but the
self-righteousness on the picket lines is misguided (SMDP, “Crossing picketers gets
more harrowing,” Jan. 31, page 1). The grocery workers are just the latest casualty of
a social benefit system gone awry and union harassing of customers is wrong and futile. 

One underlying problem is a corporate tax system that allows employee health
benefits to be expensed on the employers’ income statement. One National Bureau
of Economic Research study has estimated that such tax subsidies have cost feder-
al, state and local governments $100 billion in lost revenue. So contrary to popular
belief, taxpayers have been subsidizing health benefits for grocery workers all
along. Consumers and workers pay the rest through higher prices and lower wages.
The idiocy here is that we treat a necessary benefit as a cost. 

Unfortunately, this cozy structure is breaking down as workers throughout the econ-
omy are losing benefits as companies are forced to adjust to competitive economic
pressures. Even with the tax subsidies, companies are being forced to jettison the high
cost of benefits. The major supermarkets already are not competitive and the result of
this strike is that they will be even less competitive in the future. For example, at
Albertsons or Vons a half gallon of milk costs $2.29-2.79 while at Trader Joe’s it costs
$1.69. The same cost savings apply to breads, cheeses, wines, cereals, bananas, butter,
etc. We have other low cost alternatives nationwide in Costco, Walmart and Target. 

I see no justification for grocery workers to ask consumers to pay the price for one
side or the other in this suicide embrace between management and workers. One might
argue that since we are all taxpayers and all workers (not quite true); why not make all
such benefits compulsory? But why cross-subsidize health care for everyone? Wouldn’t
it make more sense to eliminate the subsidy and just buy our own health care? Then
government could target low-income citizens with subsidies. The world is changing
and whatever the result of this strike, we will be forced to change with it. 

Michael Harrington
Santa Monica

Judging cop’s daughter
Editor:

Is Sgt. Heineman serious? (SMDP, letters to the editor, Jan. 30, page 4). “The sys-
tem” works, in his opinion, because a judge was lenient to the 17-year-old daughter
of a Santa Monica cop who says he has had many occasions to appear before the
bench. And then writes a letter kissing the butt of that same judge?

Does anyone seriously believe that another 17-year-old who disregarded the law
as blatantly and as egregiously as the daughter of a cop would get a mere slap on
the wrist?

With letters like this, reports of the council’s outlandish behavior, and general
news of the happenings in Santa Monica, this paper is getting to be my main source
of laughter.

Kevin Skoglund  
Santa Monica

Kicked out of the single girls’ club and deemed ‘that girl’

I don’t know when I was kicked out of
the single girls’ club, but it must have
been sometime before last Wednesday
afternoon, when I found myself in hour
two of a phone call with a girlfriend of
mine. She was upset with me; she feels
I’ve been neglectful for the past year,
since I started dating my boyfriend. She
says I’ve become “one of those girls,” that
I’ve been out of touch, don’t invite her
over, don’t call … That I’m not living for
myself anymore. Huh. 

It’s bothered me ever since. I’m that
girl? I’ve never been that girl. First, “that
girl” isn’t a good friend. I think I am a
good friend. Second, “that girl” has a hard
time being single (she’s the type who
always has a serious boyfriend). I didn’t
become un-single because I was miser-
able while single — just the opposite. I
was good at it. I had foreign countries to
visit, schools to go away to, cities that

held my destiny and I chose all those
places and events proudly unencumbered
— probably too proudly. My college girl-
friends predicted I’d be the last in our
group to marry. And as far as I’m con-
cerned, I’m still making choices for
myself even though I have someone else I
consider. But apparently that doesn’t cut
it. I’m out. No more membership for me.
I’m “that girl.”

I felt my un-singleness again over the
weekend at Book Club. We, 10 single
women around my age, started talking about
being single in the big city, far from home,
having left our young-to-marry, suburban
friends behind. Phrases like “I can barely
take care of myself, I can’t deal with some-
one else,” “I don’t want to have to answer to
anyone” and “I like not having to care how
clean my apartment is” were bouncing back
and forth amongst the group. These phrases
were all things I might have said before, but
I sat there in a group of peers, feeling unjust-
ly like an outsider, thinking defensively “I
came out here alone! I came out here feeling
all those things! I’m still figuring things out
even though I have a boyfriend! I make my
own choices even though now I’ve got
someone.” 

I’m that girl? I’ve never been that girl. 
When I finally fell in love and got to

tell my old friends — the ones who have

been in or are in serious relationships —
that I now know what they’ve been talk-
ing about (it’s nice to share your life with
someone when you’re ready to do the
sharing), I heard not only joy for me in
their voices, I also heard real relief.
Caroline’s not going to maintain her “I am
an island” status forever. Thank god. 

So how I got from that place —
Caroline Island, USA — to last
Wednesday, hour two of my phone-a-
thon, to being ousted from The Single
Girls’ Club, a.k.a. book club, and verbally
spat on by my friend, I have no idea. 

Here’s the irony: The most constant
advice I give to people is “your feelings
are valid, do what your heart tells you to
do, even if it’s not what you think you’re
supposed to do.” Sometimes this means
going off to study health epidemics in
Edinburough or chasing your dreams in
NYC — just have the courage to be you,
by yourself or otherwise.

Well now, for me, it means being me
and learning how to do it with someone
else. But it’s the same advice. I’m still
myself, still struggling, still following my
heart, but doing it in part by sharing my
life with someone else. To me, it’s part of
the same follow-your-heart idea. 

I guess to single girls who are still
doing it all on their own, it just looks like

a cop out. But it doesn’t feel like one.
Once scared to commit, happily single me
just moved in with my boyfriend! And it
feels like just as much of an adventure and
risk as anything else I’ve ever done.

Where’s the line between living for
yourself and choosing to share your life
with someone? 

Back at book club, sitting there
amongst 10 women I consider my peers, I
realized something. Maybe it’s not about
doing it alone or with someone, being an
island or being that girl. Maybe it’s just
about doing it, whatever it is, however
things change, the best you can. For me,
I’m learning how to do this. 

When I got home I called the friend
and invited her over. We had wine, and
when my boyfriend (we now live togeth-
er) got home, we all spent some time. My
life’s changed, but my values haven’t.
Maybe it’s just about finding the best way
to be a good friend, regardless of how life
changes, and giving friends time to accept
your changes as they can.

(Caroline Bodkin lives in Los Angeles
and wonders daily if she’ll miss her call-
ing. You can e-mail her at hiptobesquare-
bybodkin@yahoo.com) 

HIP TO BE
SQUARE
By Caroline Bodkin

YOUR OPINION
MATTERS!

Please send letters to:
Santa Monica Daily Press: Att. Editor

530 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 200
Santa Monica, CA  90401
csackariason@yahoo.com

Please send letters to:
Santa Monica Daily Press: Att. Editor
1427 Third Street Promenade Ste. 202

Santa Monica, CA  90401
sack@smdp.com
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GERMAN CAR SERVICE
Specialist in Repair of  Porsche • VW • Audi • BMW

• Best alternative to high dealer prices
• Complete service and repair
• All work guaranteed
• Locally owned and operated since 1965

2202 OLYMPIC BLVD., SANTA MONICA • (310) 829-2563

LUNCH BOAT SPECIAL DINNER TIME SPECIAL

Death penalty opponents
speak out after inmate’s
clemency request denial
By The Associated Press

BERKELEY — The day after Gov.
Arnold Schwarzenegger denied clemency
to a Death Row inmate convicted of mur-
der, death penalty opponents vowed to keep
up their fight against capital punishment. 

“You have the right ... to stop these
crimes against humanity,” Derrel Myers
told an audience of activists and students
who gathered Saturday to protest the pos-
sible death of Kevin Cooper, who is
scheduled to be executed Feb. 10. 

“We are going to change the world,”
said Myers, a death penalty opponent
whose grown son was murdered in 1996. 

Cooper telephoned the gathering from
San Quentin and urged activists to continue
the fight against the death penalty, although
a bad phone connection made it impossible
to understand more of his statement. 

Cooper, 46, was convicted of using a
buck knife and hatchet to murder a Chino
Hills couple, their 10-year-old daughter and
their daughter’s 11-year-old friend in 1983. 

Dealing with his first death penalty
case as governor, Schwarzenegger said
Friday that he had carefully weighed the
issues presented by Cooper and decided
against granting clemency, clearing the
way for a possible execution. 

But about 200 death penalty opponents
gathered at a church Saturday to protest
the governor’s decision and the country’s
use of capital punishment. 

Shujaa Graham, a former death row
inmate who said he was freed after his case
was overturned, told the crowd that capital
punishment is an example of injustice. 

“I am here as a former condemned
man,” Graham said. “We are not here
tonight to talk about wrong or right. ... It’s
about humanity.” 

Relatives of Cooper’s victims, howev-

er, objected to the campaign for clemency. 
Mary Ann Hughes, whose 11-year-old

son Christopher was one of the four murder
victims, said Saturday that she and her fam-
ily have had to endure media headlines and
coverage of Cooper’s pleas of innocence. 

“We’ve had 20 years of this,” Hughes
said. “The evidence is overwhelming.
He’s had his time in court.” 

Cooper was convicted of murdering
Douglas and Peggy Ryen, both 41, their
10-year-old daughter, Jessica, and
Hughes’ 11-year-old son, Christopher.
The Ryens’ 8-year-old son, Joshua, sur-
vived a slit throat. 

Two days before the killings, Cooper
escaped from prison, where he was serv-
ing time for burglary. Authorities believe
Cooper wanted to steal the Ryen’s station
wagon, which was later found parked in a
church yard in Long Beach. 

After eluding authorities for two months,
Cooper was arrested in Santa Barbara, where
he was living on a boat as a deckhand. 

Cooper was convicted of the stabbings
in 1985 and sentenced to die by lethal
injection, but appeals postponed his exe-
cution over the years. 

Cooper’s case has gained the attention
of celebrities, including Sean Penn, Mike
Farrell, Denzel Washington who actively
oppose the death penalty. 

“I don’t believe they can totally com-
prehend what this man did,” Hughes said. 

Cooper — who has maintained his inno-
cence despite DNA testing that indicates he
was the killer — has been making his case
through activist groups and on the Internet. 

Cooper says the DNA evidence was
mishandled, a prison inmate confessed to
the crime and an expert said it was virtu-
ally impossible for one person to commit
the massacre. At least three weapons — a
hatchet, knife and ice pick — were used. 

Court ruling raises questions
over the governor’s integrity
By The Associated Press 

SACRAMENTO — Although he said
he could pay for his own race and not take
money from special interests, records
show Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger has a
pattern of relying on bank loans and other
credit, which some critics say disguises
hundreds of thousands of dollars of spe-
cial-interest donations. 

Schwarzenegger’s borrowing of mil-
lions of dollars before the Oct. 7 recall
election was ruled a violation of state
campaign law by a Superior Court judge
last week because he could raise money to
pay off the loans after the election. That
ruling may mean Schwarzenegger may
have to pay back $4.5 million in loans
with his own money. 

Campaign laws compel candidates to
disclose their financial supporters before
an election and restrict candidates from

loaning their campaigns more than
$100,000. 

While Schwarzenegger said Tuesday
he never intended to repay the loans with
contributors’ money, he did just that with
his campaign for Proposition 49, a 2002
initiative for state-supported after-school
programs. 

While the actor — estimated with a
personal fortune of more than $100 mil-
lion — donated more than $1 million of
his own money to the after-school meas-
ure, he also took out two bank loans of
nearly $500,000 each, money that he in
turn loaned to the campaign. 

One loan for $450,000 was repaid
sometime between January and June,
2003, records show. Schwarzenegger also
held two fund-raising events that brought
in $470,000 for repaying the campaign
debt, money owed to vendors and staff as
well as the remaining bank loan. 

DID YOU KNOW?: Sylvester Stallone's mother
said that her dogs, which she believes to be

psychic, predicted a victory for Arnold
Schwarzenegger in the California recall election.
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AA OLYMPIC
Self Storage

Serving Santa Monica and West L.A.

2 Months FREE Rent 

+ FREE Lock
Call for details

OPEN 7 DAYS

(310)829-2525
3250 OLYMPIC BLVD. • www.selfstorage.net/aaolympic

Call About
FREE Truck
Rental Plan

SELF
STORAGE
MEMBER

NOTICE INVITING APPLICATIONS
CITY OF SANTA MONICA 

SUSTAINABLE CITY TASK FORCE

Applications are invited for the creation of an eleven

member Sustainable City Task Force (SCTF). All persons

who reside or work in Santa Monica are invited to apply

regardless of race, sex, age, disability, religion, marital

status, national origin, sexual preference, or ancestry.

Appointment will be made at a City Council meeting in

March or April 2004.

Application forms and information are available at the

Environmental Programs Division, 200 Santa Monica

Pier, Suite J, Santa Monica, CA 90401.You may request

an application by mail or fax by calling (310) 458-2213.

To be eligible, applications must be received at the

Environmental Programs Division office by 5:00pm

Wednesday, February 4, 2004.

More financial aid
will be needed if SMC
fee hike goes through
ing minority and male students, they said. 

College officials have maintained
throughout that they did their best with an
unruly budget scenario — and hope to
restore as many classes and programs as
possible.

In the meantime, Kelly Hayes-Raitt,
spokeswoman for a group called “86 the
Trustees — Put the Community Back in
our College” said that although Latinos
make up 24 percent of the student body,
they made up 40 percent of those major-
ing in the cut programs. And although

males make up 42 percent of the total stu-
dent body, 60 percent of those majoring in
the cut programs were male. She added a
hike in next year’s tuition will further tar-
get many students who are already strug-
gling. 

“The tuition hike is going to dispropor-
tionately affect lower-income students,
especially when it gets piggy-backed on
to last year’s tuition hike,” Hayes-Raitt
said. “I hope our board of trustees can rise
to the challenge and make it possible for
lower income students to continue to
come to Santa Monica College.”

TUITION, from page 1

school funding initiatives, that
Sanschagrin discovered what he said is
the reality of the Pico neighborhood situ-
ation. It is not the “black and brown”
neighborhood of warring gangs, but a
melting pot of working-class neighbors
who care deeply about education.

Last summer, Sanschagrin was one of
eight new members elected to the PNA
in a veritable public outcry of “out with
the old and in with the new.” Those
members swept into office primarily
won on the strength of pro-education
platforms, as Pico residents blamed the
failure of past school funding initiatives
on their veteran representatives.

What attracted you to get involved
with the PNA?

“When I was walking the streets and
canvassing neighborhoods in support of
Measure S, I began to meet people out-
side my immediate neighborhood. And I
didn’t find what you tend to hear in the
media — the supposed black lining to a
silver cloud. This was a community of
warm people.

“The Pico area had the highest per-
centage of ‘yes’ votes on all of the
school measures. That told me a lot.
This is a working-class neighborhood
that historically gets overlooked. I
thought I could help change that.”

Was this your first foray into politics?
“No, I served with the Mid-City

Neighbors Association four years ago. I
also ran for Council in ’98 ... lost to
(now Mayor) Richard Bloom.”

What happened with the board
elections this past year, that so many
new members were swept into office
in such a dramatic fashion?

“Well, I think that most people sim-
ply felt that the leadership (of the PNA)
was out of touch with the constituents,
and they voted them out.

“I mean, there are some members
remaining, those in the second year of a
two-year term. I think that a little conti-
nuity is good, but there is a large group
of first-timers. Basically, there was a
large group with an agenda — pro-edu-
cation activists — and they got seven

new members voted onto the board.
Actually, I was the only independent
candidate to win.

“They swept out the old PNA mem-
bership because of their vocal and out-
spoken attempts to defeat the various
school bond measures..”

To what do you attribute the palpa-
ble discord that exists between the
PNA and local police?

“It’s hard for me to completely
understand, but in fairness, most of the
members of the board are minorities and
I am a white male. They just have a
whole different perspective on law
enforcement. When I see the police, I
feel comforted. They typically do not. I
understand the reasons for that, but I
don’t necessarily agree with that line of
thinking.

“When the police come out to our
meetings — sometimes they come and
sometimes they don’t — they always
seem happy to be there and eager to
help. I do have a different perspective
than many of the other members. There
is an obvious disconnect.

“Also, the police officers in the city
typically don’t live here, and I think that
could be a problem. They have a differ-
ent perspective towards things because
they’re not so much a part of the neigh-
borhood and the community. They are
here doing a job.

“Some feel that when a crime is com-
mitted the police just round up the usual
suspects. That’s not an opinion I gener-
ally share.”

Do parents within the Pico district
need to hold themselves more
accountable for the crimes that are
committed, and not just point fingers
at the police?

“Well, as a parent, a teacher and a
neighbor, I’d say parents are absolutely
100 percent responsible for their chil-
dren and their behavior. Police are there
to make the community safe. Parents
need to be good role models until their
children can internalize all that. And
then you see all the truancies and broken
curfews and substance abuse ...

“I’d like to be a bridge between the
police force and my neighbors of color
who are skeptical of their motives. I feel
they are here to do the best job they can.
Many question whether they are here
just to get an arrest or arrest the right

PROFILES, from page 1
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people.
“But I do wonder sometimes

why the police can’t tighten the lid
on some notorious hot spots in the
neighborhood. The same areas are
always in the news. Maybe they
need to increase their presence in
those spots and be more diligent.

“We’ve been pretty fortunate in
terms of shootings, but there’s going
to be a real tragedy one of these days,
such as a child getting shot, and then
everybody will be pointing fingers.
Today, we need to do something
about that, before it’s too late. We
need to work together — the police
need to get out of their cars and the
people need to come out of their
houses to get rid of this disconnect.

What are your feelings on such
proposals as the drunk tank that
was to be located on Ninth Street
and all the other so-called help
centers already in Pico?

“We seem to get a disproportion-
ate amount of low-income housing
and support services. They are cer-
tainly more concentrated in Pico

than, say, north of Montana
(Avenue). It’s geography and zip
code. I believe the average family
income is the lowest of all the other
neighborhood groups. It’s more blue
collar, people holding down two jobs.
They have less time for civic duties.

“If they tried to put something
like that (drunk tank) north of
Wilshire (Boulevard), there would
be such an outcry. And most of the
residents there are college-educated
and aware how politics work. They
would raise a hellstorm. In Pico, the
people tend to have less experience
with that kind of thing, and less
time to do anything about it because
it’s more blue collar. They don’t
always know how to play the games
at City Hall.”

What are the most common
concerns you are hearing from

PNA residents these days?
“Oh, it’s the same litany — traf-

fic flow, green space and more
accessibility to it, and graffiti.”

How will you, this summer,
look back and qualify your
term— as being successful or not?

“This is rewarding work. I just
want to find ways to allow different
groups of people to be heard. Most
of the major problems with the
PNA exist because of a lack of com-
munication. People are not listen-
ing, and people are not being heard.
I just want to help everybody try
and understand what it is the other
is trying to say.

“I see my goal — and this is a
young board — as bringing some
stability. I know how to run meet-
ings. I just try and keep people civil
and, hopefully, with open minds.”
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West Los Angeles, Ca. -  If you
or someone you know has
been in a recent auto acci-
dent, you need to be aware
of a new Free Report that
reveals vital information that
you have to know before you
settle your case or speak
with anyone.  Auto accident
victims seldom know their
rights and responsibilities.
Without knowledge, they
can end up frustrated, lost,
and victimized.  Not only
that, by the time an auto
accident victim finds out he
or she has been either misin-
formed or taken advantage
of, it’s often too late.  You
may even be experiencing
pain and discomfort and
don’t know what you should
do, or even feel a little guilty
worrying about your health

or your rights. Well you are
not alone, after an accident,
most victims spend more
time figuring out how they
are going to fix their car and
what they are going to drive
than on their rights and pos-
sible hidden injuries. There
are currently thousands of
auto accident victims who
are living a life of misery
and pain because they did
not learn their rights and
options as an auto accident
victim. Don’t let this happen
to you or your loved one. To
receive your free report enti-
tled, “What You Need To
Know if You Have Been In
An Auto Accident”, Call the
Toll-Free 24 Hour Recorded
Message at 1-888-246-3790.
The call is free and so is the
report. Call Now!

CAR ACCIDENT?

ARE YOU
BACKED UP?
IT’S EASY AND WILL SAVE YOU TIME

AND MONEY IN THE LONG RUN.

• Data backup packages start at $50 a month

• Daily and Weekly back ups available

• It’s automatic!

• Recovery assistance available.

Call Zylink at 866.227.9539

Valentine’s Day Package
“Ocean Romance”

Let the calm, classic style of the Georgian Hotel be your
backdrop for Valentine’s Day weekend.   Stay in an ocean
view queen or ocean view suite and receive champagne

upon arrival, up to four complimentary in room movies,

and a gift certificate for dinner at Ocean Avenue Seafood.

Bookable January 1st, 2004-February 13th, 2004.
Valid February 12-15, 2-night minimum stay required.

$235 Ocean View Queen, $335 Ocean View Suite

Book on line at www.georgianhotel.com 
or by calling 800-538-8147

1415 Ocean Avenue 
Santa Monica, California 90401
(310) 395-9945 • (310) 451-3374

Whether it’s an awe-inspiring ocean view or a hotel
staff dedicated to making your stay impeccable, the
Georgian hotel in Santa Monica has what it takes
to put your mind at ease. With 84 luxurious rooms
including 24 suites and 3 meeting facilities we have
more to offer that just a prime location. So spend a
moment on our oceanfront terrace and experience
the definition of extraordinary

SECOND AWAY FROM
THE OCEAN

YEARS AWAY FROM THE 
ORDINARY
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Marc Sanschagrin is the parliamentarian for the Pico Neighborhood
Association board. He has been a teacher within the Santa Monica-
Malibu school district since 1988, and is currently instructing fourth and
fifth graders at McKinley Elementary. He also serves as vice president of
the local teachers’ union.

Age: Declined to give.
Residence: Pico Terrace house.
Background: Born in Detroit, Mich., moved to Santa Monica in

1992.
Family: Married, two sons, ages 4 and 6.

Main Street’s 

Newest and 

Hottest Boutique

Clothes!
Gifts!

Collectibles! 2400 Main Street, Santa Monica
310.314.6472

2400 Main Street, Santa Monica
310.314.6472



BY JULIANA BARBASSA
Associated Press Writer 

FRESNO — Americans' growing
appetite for cheap vegetables year-round is
feeding a steady rise in imports that is
squeezing American farmers, according to a
recent U.S. Department of Agriculture study. 

Fresh vegetable imports went up by 7
percent in the first 10 months of 2003 —
a trend that may be elbowing U.S. farmers
out of production, market analysts said. 

“These foreign products flooding in
make it very difficult to make a living,”
said Jeff Dolan, a Newman, Calif., tomato
producer who has been in the business for
18 years. “The true independent tomato
grower is virtually nonexistent now.” 

Fresh vegetable imports have been
going up steadily — 11 percent in 2001, 6
percent in 2002, 7 percent last year, said
Gary Lucier, agricultural economist with

the Economic Research Services branch
of the USDA. 

An influx of immigrants that favor
fresh produce, including Latin Americans
and Asians, also have helped drive up
demand, Lucier said, but some farmers
are clearly losing their grip on domestic
markets. 

Gilroy, a small town in California's
Central Valley whose name has been syn-
onymous with garlic and still elects a
Garlic Queen during its annual Garlic
Festival, has resigned itself to importing
garlic from China, which produces 66 per-
cent of the world's supply. 

Last year, California asparagus farmers
had to plow under whole fields, because
the prices they would get wouldn't cover
the expense of harvest. 

This year, flooding in China has
destroyed 40,000 acres of asparagus,
boosting prices all over the world,

California included, but that doesn't
reverse the flow of foreign produce. In
1990, 30 percent of all asparagus con-
sumed in the United States was foreign;
now 65 percent comes from abroad, main-
ly Peru and Mexico. 

The newcomers don't just fill the off-
season gaps, said Cherie Watte, executive
director of the California Asparagus
Commission. They compete directly with
local production, edging farmers out, and
they also bring down the prices, making it
harder for local farmers to earn a living. 

“A great many have left the field, and
others are continuing to scale back their
operations,” Watte said. 

In 1999, there were about 36,000 acres
of asparagus growing in California. Now
there are 24,000. 

“The industry is being devastated,”
Watte said. “It's a natural consequence of
supply and demand, we know that, but it
hurts to be on the losing side.” 

Tomato farmers also are pinched, with
year-round imports from Mexico and
from Canada's greenhouses. Competition
of this sort is only expected to increase as
new trade agreements are negotiated and
other countries have easier access to the
U.S. market, said Ed Beckman, president
of the California Tomato Commission. 

Meanwhile, Beckman said, farmers
here are struggling with finding legal and
inexpensive workers, with the rising costs
of worker's compensation insurance and
the general increase in input costs. 

“It's not a level playing field,” he said. 
The transfer of production abroad has

been felt industrywide for years, and
many farmers agree with Beckman, blam-
ing trade agreements that play up U.S.
technology at the expense of low-tech
horticulture. 

“What our industry is asking our poli-
cymakers to do is allow us to have equal
opportunities, not to be in a situation
where you're managing the demise of
your own business until there is nothing
left to defend,” said Bob Gray, president
of Duda California, a grower, packer and
shipper of fresh vegetables in California
and Arizona. 

If this trend continues, the United
States may find itself relinquishing con-
trol over a large part of the produce that
feeds the nation, farmers said. 

“Control of our food supply should be
a security imperative for the United
States,” said Tom Nassif, president of the
Western Growers association. 
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BOB GABRIEL INSURANCE

California survey shows Mercury Insurance Auto
rates to be the most competetive in this area.

Phone Quotes Available

Providing Professional & Personalized Service Since 1936

■  Auto Experts ■  Life, Disability & Pension

■  Homeowners ■  Commercial & Business

■  Workers Compensation ■  Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies 
including MERCURY INSURANCE

310.829.0305
2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

We encourage you to visit the Santa
Monica Historical Society Museum —

The Archives of Santa Monica.
1539 Euclid (310) 395-2290

Rising imports of fresh veggies pressure farmers

“What our industry is asking our policymakers to do
is allow us to have equal opportunities, not to be in a
situation where you're managing the demise of your
own business until there is nothing left to defend.”

– BOB GRAY
President of Duda California

Air Force Academy seeing
surge in fall applications
By The Associated Press

AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. —
A record number of women have applied
to attend the Air Force Academy this fall
despite a year of turmoil because of a sex-
ual assault scandal. 

The academy had received 2,962 appli-
cations from women as of Wednesday —
34 percent more than the 2,212 received a
year ago and the most since the academy
began accepting women in 1976. The
deadline to apply is Saturday. 

Overall, the 11,838 applications
amount to a 14 percent increase over last
year. 

Academy officials said patriotism, the
ease of online admissions adopted two
years ago and steps taken since the scan-
dal began are behind the interest. 

Academy spokesman Johnny Whitaker
said officials hope the surge in female
applicants demonstrates a heightened

“trust and confidence” in the overhaul of
cadet training and reporting procedures to
prevent assaults and deal with attackers. 

“We hope some of it is attributed to the
attention the academy has gotten over the
last year and the action we've taken to
alleviate sexual assault — all those things
we have done to take this place to the next
level of excellence,” Whitaker said. 

Academy officials will admit 1,300
students this fall. 

A year ago, dozens of former and cur-
rent female cadets alleged the academy
ignored their sex-assault reports and in
some cases punished them for coming
forward. Since then, top commanders
have been replaced and the school has
made unprecedented changes in how
cadets live, train and study. 

The allegations also prompted a series
of investigations, including a Pentagon
inquiry that some officials predict won't
be complete until at least March. 
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KARAOKE! Tuesday, Thursday,
Saturday & Sundays • No Cover

Great Food...Great Cocktails ...Great Crew... GREAT FUN!!

318 Santa Monica Blvd. • Santa Monica
310-458-5350 • www.britanniapub.com

A Great Place To Anchor

Full Bar • Restaurant • Live Music
International Sporting Event • Heated Patio

Try our NEW low carb menu!
Open Daily @ 9:00 a.m.

English Premier Soccer League • All NFL Games  “Always Live”

Join us for SUPERBOWL SUNDAY!

SPORTS GRILL
(Next to 14 below)

(310) 899-0076
1333 Santa Monica Blvd. 

(corner of 14th and Santa Monica) 
Lunch-Time Delivery Available

SUB SANDWICH
Buy One at Regular Price & Get the 2nd 

of equal or lesser value for

With Coupon. Expires 1/31/04

Happy Hour 5-7 M-F

*Burger, Fries 
& Pint — $695

FREE!

ALL LAKERS & KINGS GAMES
$2.50 Pints—12 Different Beers on Tap

8 TVs • 2 Big Screens 
Pop-a-shot • 3 Pool Tables

Authentic Philly Cheese Steaks, 
Burgers and More!

Next door to 

Over/Under

(310) 451-5040
www.14below.com 

SUPERBOWL
SPECIAL

$2 Bud& Bud light
25¢ Wings
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Strange bedfellows in
the scramble to survive
BY BEN KIECKHEFER 
Associated Press Writer 

NORTHGLENN, Colo. — With
another year of drought looming, officials
charged with managing Colorado's tight
water supply met Thursday to find ways
to share the increasingly rare commodity. 

Meeting at the Colorado Water
Congress' annual gathering in this Denver
suburb are one-time foes who have been
forced to work together to find solutions
to the state's water woes. 

Compounding the below-average snow-
pack and already low rivers and reservoirs
is the fact Colorado voters this fall rejected
a statewide referendum authorizing $2 bil-
lion in bonds for water projects. 

The fight over that referendum was
expensive and nasty, with many western
Colorado groups fearing the unspecified
projects would amount to nothing more
than a water grab by the ever-thirsty Front
Range, the area east of the Continental
Divide. Much of the Front Range water is
piped from the western part of the state. 

“The people of Colorado spoke in
Referendum A that you have to give us a
proposal that works for everybody, not
just one side,” said T. Wright Dickinson,
chairman of Club 20, a powerful lobbying
group of Western Slope business and gov-
ernment leaders. 

Now water experts are hoping that by
working together they will be able to
guide the state through the drought and
bring lasting solutions to pressures creat-
ed by scarce water and the demands from
a growing population. 

How that goal will be accomplished,
however, is still open for debate. 

“We have to build storage,” said state
agriculture Commissioner Don Ament.
“Granted, Referendum A obviously was-
n't the answer, but we have to find a way

to store the water Colorado has rights to
under all these compacts.” 

Increased storage would provide addi-
tional water to the Front Range, ensure
farmers and ranchers across the state have
the water they need to survive and replen-
ish drying aquifers, Ament said. 

He said a number of storage projects
could start within a year, including sever-
al along the South Platte River Basin,
which is currently at just 62 percent of
average snowpack. 

Melting snow contributes about 80 per-
cent of the water in the state's rivers,
streams, lakes and reservoirs. Eight major
Colorado river systems also provide water
to 10 western states. 

Ament said capturing excess water in the
good times would help deal with dry times. 

“I really feel a need to get going on
this,” Ament said. “It's just a waste of
some precious time.” 

But water storage is just one part of an
equation that also includes conservation
and developing new sources of water for
the areas that are most in need, said Peter
Binney, director of utilities in the fast-
growing suburb of Aurora. 

Developing new sources includes cap-
turing water from areas currently
untapped, or reallocating water already
being used. Binney said conservation
alone won't provide enough new water. 

Aurora will continue its water restric-
tions this year because of the drought and
low reservoir levels. 

Agriculture uses 85 percent of the state's
water, amounting to about 15 million acre
feet each year. The Front Range, including
the Denver area, will need only about
500,000 acre feet of that, Binney said. 

An acre-foot, about 326,000 gallons,
can meet the annual water needs of one to
two U.S. households. 

Frontier stock drops off
despite third-quarter profit 
BY CATHERINE TSAI 
AP Business Writer 

DENVER — Frontier Airlines Inc.
shares fell Friday after the discount carri-
er reported third-quarter profits that
missed Wall Street expectations, even as
executives predicted continued growth. 

The Denver-based airline posted a prof-
it of $5.5 million, or 14 cents per share, in
the October-December period. That’s up
from a $6.4 million loss, or 21 cents a
share, for the same period a year ago. 

Results included the write-off of deferred
loan costs of $1.1 million, or 2 cents per
share, for prepaying the balance of a gov-
ernment-guaranteed loan. Frontier was the
first airline to pay off its post-Sept. 11 loan. 

Analysts surveyed by Thomson First
Call had expected a profit of 19 cents per
share, excluding the effects of the write-off. 

“Despite the admitted challenges of the
December quarter, these are uninspiring
results, in our view,”J.P. Morgan airline ana-
lyst Jamie Baker wrote in a note to investors. 

Frontier stock closed Friday at $9.76,
down 24 cents or 2.4 percent, on the
Nasdaq Stock Market. 

Baker said Frontier remains exposed to
competition from United Airlines, whose
low-cost carrier Ted begins flying Feb. 12
out of Denver. The two airlines are 1-2 at

the regional hub. 
However, Blaylock & Partners analyst

Ray Neidl said Frontier competed against
United Shuttle, “so they’re used to com-
peting with a hybrid United product.”

Frontier CEO Jeff Potter said he was
pleased with the company’s third straight
profitable quarter while other airlines
reported losses. He predicted 24 percent
growth for the quarter ending March 31,
and said the airline has seen no significant
drop in bookings due to Ted. 

During a conference in New York late
Thursday, Frontier vice president of mar-
keting and planning Sean Menke said sea-
sonal demand in the markets where both
Ted and Frontier are flying has kept busi-
ness up for Frontier. 

United spokeswoman Chris Nardella
said Ted bookings to date have been strong. 

“We’ve said all along that Ted will be
competitive with all carriers in markets
that Ted will serve,”she said. 

Potter said he would wait to see what
kind of competition Ted proves to be. 

“Whoever provides the best customer
service is going to carry the day,”Potter
said. “We like the fact we have a pretty
substantial cost advantage, but it doesn’t
matter. You’ve got to treat your customers
like they’re your family, and we think our
employees do a great job at that.”
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Troubled company
once a Spokane star
BY NICHOLAS K. GERANIOS 
Associated Press Writer 

SPOKANE, Wash. — Metropolitan
Mortgage & Securities Inc. bought a
gleaming white office tower in downtown
Spokane in the go-go 1990s and installed
its name at the top in large green letters:
the color of money. 

Now the financial conglomerate has
been shaken by accusations of fraud,
deceitful selling practices and other
scandals. Thousands of angry investors,
many from the Northwest, have been left
wondering whether they will recover
any of their money. 

“I feel a little bit betrayed,” said Sam
Hibbard, a retired timber company execu-
tive whose investments are in jeopardy. “If I
borrow money from a bank, I have to pay it
back. In this case the investors are the bank
and we expect we should be paid back.” 

Prospects for payback are unclear. Last
week, independent auditor Ernst & Young
LLP resigned after concluding the compa-
ny’s books couldn’t be trusted. 

Late Friday, Met Mortgage said it will
likely file soon for Chapter 11 bankruptcy
protection. Met Mortgage and its sister
company, Idaho-based Summit Securities,
said such a filing would permit them to
combine and reorganize their businesses
through a “debt for equity plan.” 

That arrangement would provide their
current creditors with ownership of the
reorganized company. 

Met Mortgage is also the target of two
federal court lawsuits that investors filed
recently. The investors contend the com-
pany deceived them by selling stocks,
unsecured bonds called debentures, and
investment certificates as safe, conserva-
tive investments appropriate for retirees.
One lawsuit claims the company was
forced to constantly find new investors to
pay off the money owed to previous
investors, making it the equivalent of an
illegal pyramid, or Ponzi, scheme. 

Last fall, the National Association of
Securities Dealers concluded the compa-
ny’s investment arm used fraudulent,
deceptive and unethical sales practices.
The investment arm was ordered to pay
$2.8 million in restitution and was prohib-
ited from making future sales. 

The American Stock Exchange halted
trading on Metropolitan’s preferred stock
on Dec. 15 and is taking steps to delist the
company. The stock was selling for
$25.40 per share last August, but was
down to $4.25 when it was suspended. 

The problems prompted C. Paul
Sandifur Jr. late Tuesday to resign as pres-
ident and chief executive officer.
Sandifur, the controlling stockholder and
son of the company’s founder, will remain
on the board. 

Retired Met Mortgage executive Irv
Marcus was appointed acting chairman,
president and CEO, and the company said
it plans to reorganize and restructure its
financial affairs. 

However, the company has refused to
discuss its financial woes beyond its news
releases. Spokeswoman Mary Keller said
the company would not discuss issues of
“potential or pending litigation” until they
had been resolved. 

Officials of Ernst & Young declined to
comment, saying they could not discuss
their former clients. But Met Mortgage in

its news release said the accounting firm
“could not rely on the representations of
management.” 

In at least two transactions, Met booked
profits between $18 million and $24 mil-
lion that Ernst & Young implied had been
inflated, according to the statement. 

Met Mortgage once employed more
than 500 people in Spokane. The payroll
has been trimmed to about 330. 

The company and its sister company,
Summit Securities, have some 35,000
investors, many of them seniors living in
Spokane and the Pacific Northwest, with
an estimated $580 million tied up in
investments. 

Darrell Scott, a Spokane attorney rep-
resenting plaintiffs in one lawsuit, said the
majority of investors were older people
who were giving the company most or all
of their life savings. 

They are people like Hibbard, 76, a
former Weyerhaeuser Co. manager who
lives in Post Falls, Idaho, and “invested
rather heavily with them” though he
would not say how much. 

In a practice that is common for the
company, a Met Mortgage broker went to
Hibbard’s home to make the sales pitch.
Hibbard said the salesman stressed that
even during the Great Depression
investors in Met Mortgage did not lose
any money. He would later learn the com-
pany did not exist during the Depression. 

“We were told it was absolutely no
risk,” Hibbard said. “It turns out it wasn’t.” 

The cash-strapped company suspended
all dividend and interest payments to its
investors Dec. 26 amid the growing scandal. 

The company’s fall is a stark contrast
to the image it sought in 1997 when it
bought the 18-story office tower as part of
an effort to become a national player. 

At the time, Met Mortgage was riding
high with 550 employees, assets of $1.2
billion and annual revenues of more than
$150 million. 

The company has been involved in
several high profile projects, such as
rehabbing and operating The Met theater
in downtown Spokane. It owns a factory
outlet shopping center in Pasco and resort
properties in Hawaii. 

Deborah Bortner, director of the
Washington State Securities Division,
said the agency worried for years that Met
Mortgage’s income from operations
couldn’t cover the required payments on
its debt and stock dividends.

The state capped the amount of debt
Metropolitan could have outstanding at
about $250 million, The Seattle Times
reported recently. But in 1996, Congress
passed a law intended to promote uniformi-
ty of securities regulation across the coun-
try. That law put companies listing securi-
ties on a national exchange under the regu-
lation of the federal government, not states. 

When Met Mortgage debentures were
listed on the Pacific Exchange in San
Francisco in late 1999, the company was
freed from the state cap. 

By the middle of 2003, Metropolitan
and its affiliates had nearly tripled their
debt, to $512 million in outstanding
debentures, the Seattle newspaper report-
ed. After posting a $16 million profit in
fiscal 1999, the company lost money the
next two years, had a $3.9 million profit
in 2002, and lost almost $20 million in the
first nine months of 2003. 
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Top cleric forsakes terrorism
By The Associated Press

MOUNT ARAFAT, Saudi Arabia — Saudi
Arabia's top cleric called on Muslims around the world
Saturday to forsake terrorism, saying those who claim to
be holy warriors were an affront to the faith. 

In a sermon that was remarkable not only for its
strong language but also its timing _ at the peak of the
annual hajj — Sheik Abdul Aziz al-Sheik told 2 million
pilgrims that terrorists were giving their enemies an
excuse to criticize Muslim nations. 

“Is it holy war to shed Muslim blood? Is it holy war
to shed the blood of non-Muslims given sanctuary in
Muslim lands? Is it holy war to destroy the possession
of Muslims,” he said. 

A large number of the victims of suicide attacks in
Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Iraq and elsewhere have been
Muslims. 

Al-Sheik, who is widely respected in the Arab world
as the foremost cleric in the country considered the
birthplace of Islam, spoke at Namira Mosque, a tele-
vised sermon watched by millions of Muslims in Saudi
Arabia and other Gulf states. 

The mosque is close to Mount Arafat, where the pil-
grims converged Saturday for the climax of their annual
trek. This year's hajj has been carried out amid heightened
security after a year of terror attacks in the kingdom. 

Two attacks kill 12 in Iraq
By The Associated Press

MOSUL, Iraq — A bomb-laden car plowed through
a razor wire fence and exploded outside a police station

in the north of the country Saturday, killing nine Iraqis
and injuring 45, including policemen there to pick up
their pay. 

In a separate incident, three U.S. soldiers from the 4th
Infantry Division were killed Saturday in a roadside bomb-
ing near the northern oil center of Kirkuk. Their deaths
brought to 522 the number of American service members
who have died since the Iraq war began March 20. 

It was unclear if the attack on the police station in
Mosul was a suicide bombing or the driver fled before
the explosion. U.S. officials have said recent vehicle
bombings and suicide attacks in Iraq bear the mark of
al-Qaida. 

Repeated attacks by insurgents on police, politicians
and other Iraqis who work with the U.S.-led coalition
have been increasing in an apparent attempt to under-
mine support for the U.S. occupation authority and
frighten the population into avoiding contact with the
foreign administration.

Lettuce a luxury for poor
By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — For the poor, lettuce may be a
luxury. Analysts have concluded that people who have
to worry about missing meals choose calorie-packed
foods such as pasta because they provide more energy
for the buck than fruits and vegetables. 

“Energy-dense foods composed of refined grains,
added sugars or fats may represent the lowest-cost
option,'' said Adam Drewnowski, director of the Center
for Public Health Nutrition at the University of
Washington. For people in poverty, choosing these
kinds of products “may represent a deliberate attempt to

save money,” he said. 
Drewnowski led a study that compared foods based

on the cost of calories in each ounce. Findings were
published in the January issue of the American Journal
of Clinical Nutrition. 

Water content was a major factor. Nutrient-dense
foods like pasta have little if any water; lettuce and other
produce are juicy. Lettuce works as a diet food because
it lets people feel full on fewer calories. Drewnowski
said the poor cannot afford to water down their calories. 

Soldiers need time to rest
By The Associated Press

WURZBURG, Germany — Soldiers' spouses com-
plained to the Pentagon's second-in-command Saturday
that American troops need time to rest between their fre-
quent missions. 

Deputy Defense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz spoke to
soldiers of the Army's 1st Infantry Division and their
families as the division prepared to go to Iraq beginning
next week. 

Family members of the soldiers told Wolfowitz they
needed more stability in their lives. 

Bonnie McCarty said her husband is preparing for a
yearlong tour of duty in Iraq. “When he comes back,
does this mean in another year he's going to go back
again because the size of the Army isn't big enough?”
McCarty asked Wolfowitz. “We don't want to keep
going through this.” 

Wolfowitz said the Army is considering an increase
in the number of combat units to ease the strain. 

He said he and other Pentagon officials know that the
last several years have been difficult for soldiers and
their families and are trying to ease the strain.
Wolfowitz said Pentagon officials are not sure, howev-
er, that permanently enlarging the Army is the answer. 

“There's a big uncertainty about what we're going to
need in the future, “ Wolfowitz said. 
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States have very mixed views on crime database
BY BRIAN BERGSTEIN 
AP Technology Writer 

NEW YORK — Although privacy
worries led several states to pull out of a
federally funded crime and terrorism data-
base project, others are actively consider-
ing joining and thereby sharing informa-
tion on their citizens, The Associated
Press has learned. 

Mark Zadra, chief investigator for
Florida state police, which runs the Matrix
project, said organizers have given pre-
sentations to more than 10 Northeastern
and Midwestern states in recent weeks,
arguing at each stop that the database is an
invaluable law enforcement tool. Officials
in Iowa and North Carolina said Friday
that they are exploring the system. And
documents obtained through a public-
records request in Florida indicate
Arizona and Arkansas also may have
interest in the quick-access information
repository, which combines state records
with 20 billion pieces of data held by a
private company. 

For now, Matrix — short for Multistate
Anti-Terrorism Information Exchange —
involves Florida, Connecticut, Pennsylvania,
Ohio, New York and Michigan. 

Utah's governor said Thursday that she
was halting the state's participation, which
was launched under her predecessor, and
appointing a panel to examine security
and privacy issues. 

Another state once involved, Georgia,
said Friday it is now dropping out com-
pletely — after the AP confronted offi-
cials with documents indicating the state
was continuing to participate despite a
public proclamation to the contrary in

October from Gov. Sonny Perdue. 
Law enforcement officials say Matrix

is an ultra-efficient way for investigators
to get information about suspects that
authorities previously had to obtain from
disparate sources. They insist it includes
only public records and does not make
predictions about crime or terrorism. 

But privacy advocates say Matrix gives
law enforcement too much access to pri-
vate details on millions of people, resem-
bling the Pentagon terrorism data-mining
program that drew public rebuke and lost
Congressional funding last year. 

The likelihood of Matrix expansion
remains hard to gauge. 

Bill Shrewsbury, a vice president at
Seisint Inc., the company that maintains
the database, said he expects five or six
more states to join the program, though he
would not specify which ones. 

“I've never shown it to any law
enforcement people who didn't say: ‘My
goodness, this is unbelievable technology.
It makes our job so much easier,”’ said
Shrewsbury, a former agent with Florida
state police and the U.S. Drug
Enforcement Agency. 

He added, however, that if too much con-
troversy follows the project, “all bets are
off.” The minutes of a Matrix board meeting
held Nov. 5 in Atlanta show the attendance
of representatives from the seven states par-
ticipating in Matrix at the time, as well as the
federal departments of Homeland Security
and Justice, and four other states — Arizona,
Colorado, Maryland and West Virginia. 

Officials in West Virginia and
Colorado said Friday their states had since
decided not to participate. West Virginia
cited the cost. 

Matrix was launched with $12 million
in federal funds, but the documents
obtained by the AP indicate each partici-
pating state could be forced to spend as
much as $1.8 million per year.
Shrewsbury said the long-term cost could
be significantly lower. 

Arizona's top cop, Dennis Garrett,
signed a detailed Matrix security agree-
ment Dec. 16 that paves the way for
police in eight Western states to connect
to the Matrix if they choose, through a
secure computer network that they share
and Arizona oversees. But Arizona offi-
cials did not say whether the state remains
interested in Matrix for itself. 

Dennis Schrader, Maryland's homeland
security director, said the state eventually will
have some type of “data-mining tool” to pool
information and would not rule out Matrix. 

The meeting minutes quote Florida
state police Phil Ramer, an agent with the
Florida Department of Law Enforcement
who is overseeing the project, as saying
North Carolina, Arkansas, Alabama and
Iowa were invited but didn't attend. 

Officials in Iowa and North Carolina
said Friday that they were exploring join-
ing Matrix, while Alabama said it was too
expensive. 

For now, at least 450 law enforcement
agents, mainly in Florida, have access to
Matrix. Zadra said federal investigators
from the Department of Homeland
Security, FBI and other agencies would be
among those eligible for access. 

As many as 13 states originally planned
to be in Matrix, including California,
whose attorney general says the system
offends “fundamental rights of privacy.” 

Other states expressed worries about

security. An open-records request in
Georgia uncovered an Oct. 2 memo, for
example, in which motor-vehicle depart-
ment staffers noted that Seisint had prom-
ised “that every effort will be taken to
make the database and the data transfer
safe and secure. However, the potential
for abuse still exists.” 

The Florida files include an Oct. 7 letter
in which Deputy Superintendent Mark
Oxley of the Louisiana state police wrote
that his agency would not participate
because of “lingering concerns” about the
security of the records that would be sent to
the database. He also questioned the “ever-
broadening scope extending far beyond the
original counterterrorism mission.” 

However, Oxley added that “most dis-
appointing of all” was that Louisiana had
to learn from news reports that Seisint's
founder, Hank Asher, had admitted pilot-
ing flights for cocaine smugglers in the
1980s. Asher has resigned from Seisint's
board. 

Questions about Matrix still loom even in
member states. New York has not shared any
records because of questions about long-term
funding and privacy laws, said Lynn Rasic, a
spokeswoman for the governor's office. 

And in Connecticut, where state police
are using the system, Attorney General
Richard Blumenthal said this month he
still wants answers “about privacy, cost,
effectiveness and other issues.” 

Barry Steinhardt, director of the technol-
ogy and liberty program at the American
Civil Liberties Union, said the new revela-
tions make it more important than ever for
federal officials to be more candid about
their long-term plans for Matrix. 

“This is all still very murky,” he said. 
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Employment
$3 - 5K per week income poten-
tial work from home, NOT MLM.
(800)570-3782 Ext. 4020.

APARTMENT ASST. MANAG-
ERS: immediate opening, cou-
ple needed for senior bldg. Sal-
ary plus benefits . Fax to (310) 
451-1628 (E.O.E.)

AUTO DETAILER wanted. No 
experience required will train.
California drivers license/clean 
DMV required. Apply with DMV 
printout P/T.F/T $7/hr 310-459-
6800, Greg

CASHIER NEEDED Part-time, 
reliable person desired for eve-
ning/weekend shift at small 
fdmrt/lqr store. Call 
323-932-0873ext.600

COMPANION SOUGHT to 
keep generous gentleman hap-
py. Photo and details to 
hupenzwecklos@hotmail.com

DENTAL OFFICE, Office 
Assistant. Multi-task, salary 
flexible  depending  on 
experience. Fax resume to
310-394-0697

DOCTORS OFFICE Clerical 
Position F/T Must multi-task 
well. Salary flexible depending 
on experience. Fax resume to 
310-582-1223

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit fe-
male model wanted for figure 
drawing by artist. No experi-
ence necessary. Call (818)501-
0266

GOOD OPPORTUNITY for F/T 
or P/T employment. R.N., up to 
$80K/year & M.S.W/Master in 
Social Work up to $50K/year 
needed for Adult Day Health 
center in M.D.R 310-821-3599
Fax 310-821-3387

MEDICAL FRONT OFFICE in 
Santa Monica. F/T, Computer 
skills, busy phones. Fax resume
310-395-2063

OFFICE ASSISTANT P/T Must 
be organized & have strong MS 
office experience. Great 
customer service skills. Fax 
resume to 310-581-8388

RECEPTIONIST/LESSON 
COORDINATION DUTIES IN-
CLUDE: GOOD PHONE 
SKILLS, LIGHT 
BOOKKEEPING, COMPUTER 
KNOWLEDGE, SALARY 
NEGOTIABLE, FT/PT, CALL
310-453-1928

TANNING SALON seeks p/t  
sales associate.
Send resume to 
Arthur.Lewis@planetbeach.com
310-442-8261

THE DAILY Press  is seeking 
Advertising Interns for the 
spring semester. This is a fan-
tastic opportunity to jump into 
advertising. Flexible hours, col-
lege credit available. Email re-
sume to ross@smdp.com.

TRAVEL AGENT FT or PT, Ex-
perience prefd Amadeus- will 
train. Sal. plus comm. UK 
Consolidator- London Travel 
Center Call Dave 310-315-9100

WORK P/T No experience 
needed, evenings, $8/hr, flexi-
ble schedule. Call (888)263-
9886 .

Employment

THE DAILY PRESS IS   
SEEKING NEWSROOM     

INTERNS FOR THE SPRING 
SEMESTER. FLEXIBLE 
HOURS AND A GREAT 

WORKING ENVIRONMENT.
GAIN EXPERIENCE IN 

JOURNALISM WORKING 
FOR THE ONLY DAILY 

LOCAL NEWSPAPER IN 
SANTA MONICA. IF 

INTERESTED, E-MAIL 
RESUME TO 

HEATHER@SMDP.COM

Vehicles for sale

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

’02 Ford Escape XLT
V6, Automatic A/C P/window

P/lock, tilt, CD, white leather

(ID#2KB22246) $17,895

’02 Ford Explorer Sport
V6, automatic, alloys,

R/W/P/L, tilt, CD, roof rack

(ID#2UB54578) $14,989

’02 Chev Tahoe L/S
Dual A/C, CD, Dual P/seats,

third seat, alloys, much more!

(ID#193678) $23,985

’98 Honda CR-V 
Sport utility, 4x4, 

4-door, auto, A/C, CD, 

alloys, P/S, P/B, P/W

(ID#WC107541) $11,895

’98 Ford Windstar
V6, A/C, P/W, P/L, 

ABS, low miles

(ID#WBA93645) $7,995

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT 

FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

OF SANTA MONICA

1992 HONDA Accord LX. White 
2-door, 5-speed, loaded runs 
great. $2200 310-264-8338

Vehicles for sale

’00 FORD CONTOUR SE
VIN 104622 $5,000 Good
Commuter Car, Low Miles,

Low Emission. Vehicle runs on
Natural gas or Unleaded.

’96 PLYMOUTH GRAND
VOYAGER

SE, VIN 484227 $7000

’94 DODGE CARAVAN 
VIN 635648 7 passenger V6

$3995

’95 SATURN SL2
VIN 392250 $4000

’92 FORD TAURUS 
4DR VIN 112783 

One Owner $2000

’93 TOYOTA PREVIA 
Mini Van VIN 112783 

One owner $4000

’90 ACURA LEGEND
Coupe VIN 003085 $5000

’70 BUICK RIVIERA 
VIN 925668 Classic $5000

’65 VW BUG 
VIN 260574 $4500

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712

Vehicles for sale

1401 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-394-1888
infinitiofsantamonica.com 

✯ ’03 Infiniti G35✯
4,600 Miles! Must See! Save

Money, Fully Loaded (M22465)

✯ ’95 BMW 525i ✯
Low Mileage, Mint Condition

(GK84022) 

✯ ’03 Infiniti G35 Sedan✯
DVD Navi, Prem whis, Loaded

(v006982)

✯ ’00 Infiniti Q45✯

ANNIVERSARY EDITION!
Hard to find (301468)

✯ ’02 Audi A8L✯
FULLY LOADED! Premium Whls.
Bose Premium Sound (001079)

✯ ’02 Honda S2000✯
4-Cyl. 2.0L VTEC, Leather,
6-Speed, Manuel (8767P)

✯ ’02 Lexus IS300✯
Sport Cross, LOADED! Prem
Wheels, Leather (043651)

✯ ’00 Volvo V70 XC AWD✯

SE Wagon
2.4L Turbo, Moon, alloys

VALUE PRICED! (v707506)

of Santa Monica

Vehicles for sale

1100 Santa Monica Blvd

(310) 319-1661
LAcarGUY.com

LEXUS/VOLKSWAGEN
OF SANTA MONICA

PRE-OWNED CENTER

As Low as 1.9%
Financing on

Selected Models.
Limited Term OAC.

2001 LEXUS GS 430 
4D Sedan, 5-Speed Auto
Moon Roof, Alloy Wheels

(002870)

2002 JAGUAR X-TYPE
4D, Sedan, Automatic, 

Rear Spoiler, Moon Roof
(C56605)

2001 BMW X5
4D SUV, Automatic, Leather,

Moon Roof (H14719)

2002 VW GOLF GLS
4D Hatchback, 5-Speed

Air Conditioning (016284)

2001 LEXUS IS 300 
4D Sedan, 5-Speed, Leather

Moon Roof (030352) HURRY TO: 
832 Santa Monica Blvd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUY.com

NewDeals 4
NewYears!

’00 CAMRY XLE
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
(Y0239166) $14,750

’01 VW PASSAT GLX
Four motion, Low mileage

(1E163146) $19,775

’00 LANDCRUISER
Black, LOADED

(40111676) $33,995

’01 HYUNDAI ACCENT
AUTO, A/C,  $6,995

’00 TOYOTA CELICA
Moonroof, Alloys

(Y00059710) $13,995

’02 MAZDA 626
(25277385) $11,775

’99 AVALON XLS
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
(X4297250) $14,950

AD EXPIRES 1/31/04
All advertised prices exclude gov-
ernment fees and taxes, any
finance charges, any dealer doc-
ument preparation charges, and
any emission testing charge.

Instruction
DRUM LESSONS in your 
home! Great w/children & be-
ginners, first lesson FREE! Call 
Tom (310)422-2699.

For Rent
3RD STREET PROMENADE 
Apts. Ocean views, remodeled 
units 1+1, $1500-$2000, 2+2 
$2100-$2500. 1453 3rd Street.
MOVE IN SPECIALS! 
(310)862-1000.

Casa Loma Apartment
101 Dudley Ave. Venice
NOW LEASING!

Steps to the beach
Singles and Studios
$695.00 to $1095.00

MOVE IN SPECIAL
FIRST MONTH FREE!

(Requires S.D. & 1 yr. lease)
1-888-399-1166

SANTA MONICA $1195/mo
Best neighborhood, nice lower 
front 1bd, 1ba. Appliances, 
redecorated, private patio 1318
Euclid #1 310-395-1495 

Vehicles for sale

Claude Short Auto Sales
Offering Quality Service to the Westside since 1927

ofDevoted Service

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712

Four Generations
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Century West Properties
Exceptional Westside Rentals

LEASING CENTER
1437 SEVENTH STREET, SUITE 200
SANTA MONICA

Complementary Rental List  &
Leasing  Consultation
Walk-ins Welcome 10am – 6pm Daily
(310) 899-9580

For Rent For Rent

For Rent
SANTA MONICA $1225/mo. 2 
bedroom/ 1 bath. Appliances, 
no pets, parking, 1935 Clover-
field Blvd. #18 Santa Monica, 
Ca. 90404 Manager in #19.

SANTA MONICA $1375/mo 
2bd, 1 ba lower, 19th St. near 
S.M. Blvd. Quiet 6 unit building,  
private patio, ample 
closets, appliances, gas range, 
dishwasher, refrig. available, 
will consider indoor cat. Info
310-828-4481 9am-7pm

SANTA MONICA 1bd 
$1500/mo. New tiles, 
appliances, hardwood floors,
bright/airy, beautifull garden 
area. Franklin/Arizona 
310-586-1069

SANTA MONICA Cottage, r/s, 
crpt, bright, near beach, 
courtyard, eat-in kitchen, $895
www.westsiderentals.com

For Rent
SANTA MONICA ADJ.
Townhouse, $2000/mo 2bd, 
2 1/2ba,vaulted ceilings, 
washer/dryer, parking 
310-391-8580 

SANTA MONICA Duplex, dog 
ok, r/s, dishwasher, hrdwd flrs, 
yard, flex lease, $1650
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA shared apt., 
pvt rm, dishwasher, laundry, 
near SMC, util incld, $500
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Duplex, up-
per, r/s, balcony, gated, hrdwd 
flrs, near SMC, $1200
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA shared apt., 
pvt rm, pvt bath, r/s, dishwasher
Laundry, m to m, $525
www.westsiderentals.com

For Rent
SANTA MONICA, crpt, lg 
closets, laundry, near SMC, 
spacious, quiet, $975
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, lg closets, 
blinds, bright, hrdwd flrs, near 
Pico, nice area, $725
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, lower, r/s, big   
unit, nice area, near SMC, 
prkng, $1250
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, r/s, crpt, near 
shopping, flexible lease, util.
incld, quiet, $800
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, r/s, hrdwd 
flrs, laundry, near MGM, pool, 
prkng, $900
www.westsiderentals.com

For Rent
SM 2+2 1/2 2 car garge, direct 
acces to unit,laundry room.
Near Wilshire $2600/mo.
(310)439-2073.

WLA $1390/MO. 2 Bedrooms, 1 
bath, hardwood floors, large 
kitchen (310)391-8880.

Houses For Rent
2BR 1BA House, 1507 18th 
Street, new paint & blinds, 
carpet. $1500/mo  NO PETS
310-532-3876

TOPANGA LOCATION, Loca-
tion. Trees, view, charm, priva-
cy 2bdrm, 1bath, 2 balconies, 
immaculate, washer/dryer. NO 
PETS, NO SMOKERS.$2200/M
310-455-1084

Roommates
NON-SMOKING SWF desires 
room to rent or tiny apartment 
www.elizabethpope.net or 
(760)409-7376.

Commercial Lease

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES 6th ST.

ONE MONTH
FREE RENT

Remodeled: Mediterranean Design
Near Promenade, Windows
Parking, Garden Courtyard
Janitorial, Utilities included

2-4 Rooms, Short/Long Term

$1495-$2450
(310) 395-4620

1617 BROADWAY
Individual Offices 

New building.
All services included.

Reception telephone answering.

High speed T-1 Internet.

Full use of conference rooms,

copier, printer, faxes...etc.

Parking. Flexible lease terms.

310-526-0310

SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days 
per/wk $500/mo. Jasmine 
(310)392-9596.

Commercial Lease
DENTAL OFFICE to share.
Seeking aggressive dentist to 
start solo practice. Share quality 
Santa Monica location in a 
prestigious professional medical 
building. Available mornings un-
til 1pm, all day Fridays and Sat-
urdays. Call 310-315-3676.

MDR SHARE space. New suite, 
3 space in small Law Firm. Law 
Library, Conference Room, Re-
ceptionist, Copier, DSL, Parking 
Available, 90 Freeway close.
Starting at $800. (310)553-
0756.

OFFICE SPACE. 235-340 
Sq  Ft. Reasonable. 19th & 
Colorado   Santa Monica 
310-453-4427

Real Estate

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership

Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer

Call Today
310-745-4847
Buy or Sell Tomorrow

I WILL BUY YOUR 
MORTGAGE NOTE. CALL 
TODAY TO FIND OUT HOW 
YOU CAN CONVERT YOUR 
MONTHLY PAYMENTS INTO 
A LARGE LUMP SUM OF 
CASH.
818-878-3006

Real Estate Wanted
MOTIVATED BUYER: I buy 
houses, any area, any price, 
any condition .
Call (310)422-4933 .

Massage
$10 OFF/AD THERAPY & 
RELAX 1227 LINCOLN BLVD 
#201 SANTA MONICA 
(323)630-9506

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal 
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials 
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

Massage
DEEP TISSUE THERAPY 
$40/FLAT PROFESSIONAL 
AND NURTURING. I WILL 
ALSO TRADE MASSAGE 
PAUL (310)741-1901.

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong 
and tender relaxing bodywork 
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian 
Staff (310)899-3709.

SENSUAL MASSAGE $100 
Special Sensual full body 
massage.Young, fit, positive 
attitude, fun & playful! Outcall 
only very discreet & classy.
Mara   310-797-2153

WESTSIDE BOMBSHELL
Sparkling green eyes, 5’2”, fit 
and toned. Naturally busty, 
soothing sensual touch, full 
body massage. Crystal 310-
339-6709 In/Out *Special Rate 
for Outcalls*

Announcements
ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP
meeting. Last Wednesday of 
the month; at Sunrise Assisted 
Living, Pacific Palisades call 
(310)573-9545/Linda.

Business Opps
ABSOLUTE GOLDMINE! 60 
Vending machines with excel-
lent locations all for $10,995.
(800)234-6982.

EARN $1,000’s processing 
postcards. Mail to Wes-State 
Corporation. 1450 N. 7th Ave.
Dept.4468,Eugene OR, 97402..

LOCAL VENDING route 60 ma-
chines. Locations  included, all 
for $10.995. (800)509-7909.

SALES CONSULTANT: Chan-
nel or Enterprise Sales. Found-
er of several 7 - 10 figure com-
panies. www.aivaccents.com or 
call 310-739-3287

Fitness

Facials  • Yoga  • Pilates • Therapeutic Massage
Pregnancy & Post-pregnancy services

BRING IN A FRIEND FOR YOGA AND SHE’S FREE!

1333 Ocean Avenue in Santa Monica 

(310) 458-8190
Dr. Lisa Masterson, M.D. 

Ocean Oasis
A Medical Day Spa for Women

TAI CHI/I-CHIUNG classes in 
Santa Monica call for info.
(626)429-6360.

WE ARE THE 

GIG IN TOWN!

Call Mitch at the Santa Monica Daily Press 310.458.7737 ext.111

The Daily Press Hiring Guarantee:
Run an ad in the classified section of the Santa Monica Daily
Press for 4 weeks and we’ll guarantee that you’ll find the perfect
employee! Call for more details.

Classiest

The Daily Press is now 
running birth announcements

every Tuesday.

Call 310-458-PRESS (7737) x 101
for details.

Announce the
arrival of your
newest family

member.

YOUR AD HERE
ADVERTISE!!!

Santa Monica Daily Press Classifieds

310.458.7737  Ask for Mitch
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DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 • SANTA MONICA

• Evening hours + emergency services
• Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers
• 20+ years of experience
• UCLA Graduate
• Most insurances accepted
• Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS

310-315-3676

Services

PPrroommoottee  yyoouurr    bbuussiinneessss  iinn  tthhee  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

Services

COPPER REPIPE SPECIALIST
LOW WATER PRESSURE? RUSTY

UNSAFE WATER? GETTING SCALDED?
We specialize in Copper Repipe of 

private homes & apartments. Call us!
Senior Citizen Discount

FREE Estimates

1-877-379-9455
SOL’S PLUMBING

AMERICAN
EXPRESS

FREE
WATER HEATER

Lic#767143 Bonded & Ins.
ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED

ALWAYS A CLEAN QUALITY JOB!

KITCHEN & Bath Remodeling, 
Room additions.Free estimate 
Lic#615195 -(888)907-6444

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and 
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone 
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

Services

A/C CONSTRUCTION

COMMERCIAL
Residential Remodel

HONEST & RELIABLE

FREE ESTIMATES

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

PICTURE FRAMES custom 
made by professional (310)980-
2674.

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing, 
drywall, electrical. 30 years in 
this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

Services

AWARD 
PAINTING
When Quality Counts!

■ Excellent References
■ Knowledgable, Professional
■ Affordable Pricing
■ Mastercard /Visa
■ Faux Finishing
■ Proper Preparation
■ Beautiful Finish Work
■ Satisfaction Guaranteed

Call Dave Ward for a 
Free Estimate:

(310) 641-1235
30+ Years
Experience

Insured Lic. 502762

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all 
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate 
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193

BRICK REPAIR
CEMENT WORK

GUTTER CLEANING
QUICK RESPONSES

310-475-0864

D.J. Service
Corporate & Private Events

Negotiable Rates
818.370.1659

D.J

Services

400 S. Beverly Dr., Ste 214
in Beverly Hills 

(310) 876-3180
www.errandsetc.biz 

Expert Mold
Inspection,

Investigation
& Remediation

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper 

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

GODDARD
CONSTRUCTION

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Improvements • Remodels
Repairs • New Construction

Interior/Exterior Painting

Excellent References
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Senior Discount

Mobile: 310.650.9376
Office: 310.373.7716

CA Lic#777282 • Insured • Bonded

MARCO TELECOM: Phone 
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

Services

“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of 
your cleaning, own transporta-
tion. $40 (818)705-0297.

NBM CONSTRUCTION
Room Additions, Remodel,

Electric, Plumbing, Carpentry
(888) 420-5866 

Lic#745354

NOTICE TO
READERS:

California  law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or 

materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their

license number on all 
advertising.You can check the 

status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed 

contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state

in their advertisements that 
they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board.

ONE HOUR Alterations, 
hemming, jeans, pants, skirts, 
etc. Made by professional Call
Michael 310-980-2674 

PAINTING TOP QUALITY  A&A 
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta 
(310)560-9864.

Services

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

(310) 235-2882

Steve’s
DISCOUNT
PLUMBING
DRAINS • HEAT

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

(310) 439-7771 ALL PRICES NEGOTIABLE

Lic.#759420
All Work

Guaranteed
24
HOUR

15% OFF WITH THIS AD

WALLPAPER REMOVAL &
INSTALLATION

wall texture/ painting Glenn’s 
Wallpaper Service.

(310)686-8505.

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER 
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured • Lic#658-486
PAINTING • CARPENTRY • ROOFING

CONCRETE • ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

Computer Services
COMPUTER HELP: Your office 
or home. Typing, tutorial, Micro-
soft Word, Excel, Access, inter-
net navigation, software instal-
lation. Also, notary public serv-
ices. (310)207-3366

VERY PATIENT friendly & af-
fordable repairs, set-ups, train-
ing networks and more! Digital 
Duchess. (310)395-6884.

live and localsix days a week
Your only source of daily news in Santa Monica

Call today for a great, affordable advertising rates to
propel your business to the next level.

3 1 0 - 4 5 8 - P R E S S  ( 7 7 3 7 )
1 4 2 7  T h i r d  S t r e e t  P r o m e n a d e   S a n t a  M o n i c aSanta Monica Daily Press
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THE TOOLS OF BUSINESS
SUCCESS - A FORUM

presents

SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CENTER

3233-C Donald Douglas Loop South 310.398.8883
Santa Monica, CA  90405 www.vedc.org

Call us for more information

Saturday, 
March 27, 2004
8a.m. and 1p.m.

Key note speaker: Beate Chelette
President of BeateWorks

featuring panels on:
Marketing/PR • Finances • Worksource Issues

$20 per person. Includes refreshments. 
Bring a guest and they pay only $10!

SOLUTIONS
SMALL BUSINESS CONSULTING

TAXES • TAX AUDITS
PERSONAL FINANCIAL PLANNING

BACK TAXES • BOOKKEEPING

SAMUEL MOSES HELPS LET YOU 
UNDERSTAND YOUR SITUATION AND EXPLAIN

IT IN REAL WORLD TERMS

AUDITS • BACK TAXES
BOOKKEEPING • SMALL BUSINESS

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

429 Santa Monica Blvd. Ste. 710
Santa Monica 90401

TAKE CONTROL OF  YOUR
FINANCIAL SITUATION

By The Associated Press 

■ AUGUSTA, Ga. — The city of Augusta doesn't
feel good about James Brown. 

Plans to build a statue of the Godfather of Soul and
to rename an annual music festival for him are on hold
after Brown's arrest on a domestic violence charge
Wednesday. 

Brown, 70, was released from jail Thursday. A wide-
ly circulated mug shot showed him wearing a bathrobe
with his hair in a mess. 

The singer has denied accusations that he pushed his
wife to the floor and threatened her with a chair in their
Beech Island, S.C., home. If convicted of the domestic
violence charge, he could face a $500 fine and 30 days
in jail. 

Mayor Bob Young said he is awaiting the outcome of
the case before deciding whether to erect the statue of
Brown, who grew up in Augusta. 

“This certainly is not anything anybody could have
planned for,” Young said. “It's extremely unsettling and
disturbing, but we will have to wait and see how this
plays itself out.” 

Brenda Durant, executive director of the Greater
Augusta Arts Council, said her organization will meet
with the city and James Brown Enterprises to decide
whether to rename the May music festival after Brown. 

“We are really in limbo,” she said. 

■ PALM DESERT — Hopalong Cassidy fans have
a trail to walk along to honor the late actor who played
the cowboy hero. 

“It's a bit of a tourist attraction, it's a bit of nostalgia,
and a wonderful trail, all rolled together,” Councilman
Buford Crites said of the one-mile Hopalong Cassidy
Trail. 

Writer Clarence Mulford created Hopalong Cassidy
in novels and short stories, and William Boyd brought
him to life in dozens of movies and TV shows from

1935 to '51. 
Boyd moved to Palm Desert in the mid-1950s. He

died in 1972. 
The city's trail system will soon have other paths

named after prominent early Palm Desert residents. One
will be named after actor George “Gabby” Hayes, who
was perhaps best known as Roy Rogers sidekick. 

■ BANGKOK, Thailand — Oscar-winning
Hollywood director Oliver Stone, in Thailand shooting
a movie about Alexander the Great, received a career
achievement award Saturday at an international film
festival. 

Stone was presented with a Golden Kinnaree at a cer-
emony closing the 2004 Bangkok International Film
Festival. 

A kinnaree is a revered figure in Thai mythology that
combines the attributes of a woman and a bird and is
believed to come from heaven. 

The 14-day festival featured some 150 films from
around the world, as well as conferences and lectures on
the movie industry. 

Stone, 57, is filming scenes for his epic on the life of
Alexander the Great, starring Colin Farrell as the
Macedonian conqueror. Hundreds of extras, and 20 ele-
phants, have been enlisted for battle sequences. 

“Alexander” also features Angelina Jolie, Anthony
Hopkins and Val Kilmer. 

Stone won best director Oscars for 1989's “Born on
the Fourth of July,” the 1986 Vietnam War drama
“Platoon,” and the best adapted screenplay Oscar for
1978's “Midnight Express.” 

■ LOS ANGELES — The man is back at work. 
Colin Hay, the frontman for the 1980s Australian

band Men at Work, said Friday he is launching his
longest North American solo tour in more than a decade. 

The series of more than 60 concerts started in San

Juan Capistrano, Calif., on Thursday with plans to run
through October, hitting cities including Chicago,
Philadelphia, Atlanta, New York and Nashville. 

Hay showcases his new songs along with old hits like
“Down Under,” “Overkill” and “Who Can It Be Now?”
in acoustic-heavy performances that blend music with
comedy and storytelling. 

“The idea is to bring the past up to the present and
then we can move on from there, hopefully,” Hay told
The Associated Press on Friday. 

That's the philosophy he employed on his last album,
“Man (At) Work,” which was aimed at new fans while
still satisfying the longtime Men at Work stalwarts. 

“I have very good relationships with those old songs.
They've been very good to me. We look after each other
very well,” Hay said. 

■ PRAGUE, Czech Republic — Former Czech
President Vaclav Havel plans to spend several months in
the United States this year to give lectures and maybe
resume his literary career, an aide said Friday. 

Havel, who was invited by the Library of Congress,
plans to stay from April to July, mostly in Washington,
Jakub Hladik said. 

He said Havel, 67, is scheduled to deliver a series of
lectures but did not provide details. 

Havel, whose final term as Czech president ended
last February, also hopes to have enough time during his
U.S. stay to start writing again, Hladik said. 

He has published dozens of plays, books and politi-
cal essays since the 1960s. They won him critical
acclaim around the world, but his literary career was put
on hold for the 13 years he held the presidency. 

Havel was a dissident playwright when he led the
1989 revolution that peacefully toppled communism.
He became president of Czechoslovakia in December
1989 and served as Czech president from January 1993,
after the country split into the Czech Republic and
Slovakia.

Augusta halts plans to honor the Godfather of Soul


