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DOWNTOWN, L.A. The Santa Monica Chamber of
Commerce is hoping to have its voice heard in Sacramento,
joining more than 44 business organizations across Los
Angeles County in the formation of a lobbying group.

Business leaders announced on Tuesday the creation of
the Los Angeles County Business Federation (BizFed), kick-
ing off a new coalition that represents the interest of more
than 70,000 businesses and the 1.2 million people that they
employ.

The chamber, which represents close to 1,000 businesses in
Santa Monica, is one of the founding members and will have
a hand in setting the advocacy agenda for the coalition. The

director of government affairs for the chamber, Samantha
O’Neil, will serve on the coalition’s board of directors.

“The coalition is bringing all the voices together,” O’Neil
said. “The more people, the stronger the voice, the easier it is
going to get heard.”

The issues near and dear to the business community here
cut across jurisdictional lines, matters such as congestion
and parking, public transportation and workforce housing,
O’Neil added.

Currently, the various business organizations and cham-
bers individually have their own lobbyists. In Santa Monica,
the chamber has been a supporter of causes like the
Exposition Light Rail and Subway to the Sea and issues relat-
ed to sustainability.

The new coalition brings together all of those different
voices into one loud shout.

“We are bringing all these diverse businesses together to
talk about the same issues and to advocate for jobs, growth
and creating a better community in Los Angeles,” O’Neil

said.“We know that improving communities (has) improved
the business environment as well.”

To join, organizations have to pay anywhere from $100 to
$500, depending on their revenue, according to BizFed’s Web site.

The new organization is meant to give more lobbying
power to the larger business community in the county, both
emulating and countering other advocacy groups, including
one of the most powerful in Los Angeles — unions.

While the group is a response to how organized some of
the other groups are, it isn’t just about labor unions,
O’Neil said.

“We look at that model and say it’s working for them why
not try it for us as well,” she said. “Los Angeles County is so
diverse just in space and types of different businesses and
types of problems and solutions out there, it’s good to get
them in one room and advocate for them.”

Maria Elena Durazo, the executive secretary-treasurer for

Taking care of business

Photo courtesy SMC
BEING EXTRA CAREFUL: SMC student John Speargas uses an 'aspirator,' a device that allows a person to suck up small ani-
mals and safely deposit them into a glass or plastic vial without hurting them and without the need to handle the creature. 

SEE CHAMBER PAGE 11

BY MELODY HANATANI
Daily Press Staff Writer

DEATH VALLEY When Luis Suarez spent a hot September
afternoon collecting every ant and spider in sight, the college
sophomore did so with aspirations of being the Christopher
Columbus of entomologists, hoping to come across a bug
whose species was undiscovered.

The long shot of an opportunity came true for Suarez and
his fellow Santa Monica College classmates earlier this
month when they learned they had picked up an undiscov-
ered species of jumping spider.

“I was hoping it would happen because the (National
Park Service) told us that it hasn’t happened before in Death
Valley and there’s always a possibility to discover a new
species,” Suarez said on Tuesday. “I was looking everywhere
... in the weirdest places, like under bushes.”

The environmental studies student was among the more
than 30 SMC students that participated in Professor William
Selby’s one-unit field studies course in the fall semester,
spending a three-day weekend in late September studying
the geologic history of Death Valley.

As part of the trip, the students spent one afternoon assist-
ing the National Park Service (NPS) in its efforts to catalogue
all the plants and animals in Death Valley, picking up nearly
every living creature they saw crawling across the sand.

SMC student group
discovers unknown
species of spider

SEE SPIDER PAGE 10

Chamber joins countywide
business lobbying group 



Sustainable Santa Monica Community Event
601 Santa Monica Blvd., 6:30 p.m. — 9 p.m.

The Main Branch Library will host a panel discussion on sustainability 
in the local community. Discussion topics will include an overview of 

programs, rebates, grants and educational opportunities to make partici-
pating in a sustainable Santa Monica easy, affordable and fun. Brief 

presentations will be followed by time for Q&A with speakers. Participating
organizations include City of Santa Monica's Environmental Programs

Division, Sustainable Works, and Global Green USA. RSVP is not required
but recommended and appreciated. RSVP to Traci Reitz, Community
Sustainability Liaison at traci@sustainablesm.org. This event is free.

St. Monica opens her doors
1039 Seventh St., 7 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.

St. Monica Elementary School is having an Open House for prospective par-
ents in the school auditorium. For more information, call (310) 451-9801.

Story Time for Twos
2601 Main St., 10 a.m. — 11 a.m.

The Ocean Park Branch Library brings back their music and story program
for toddlers aged 24 — 36 months. Registration and an accompanying

adult are required. For more information or to make a reservation, 
call (310) 392-3804. 

The Play ‘tis the Thing
2601 Main St., 2 p.m. — 4 p.m.

The Ocean Park Branch Library is hosting a six-week play writing work-
shop. Learn principles of dramatic structure, how to construct dialogue and
analyze the finished product with instructor Anna Stramese. Registration
required. Enrollment limited. For more information, call (310) 458-8638.

Wednesday, Jan. 30, 2008

Voices of Los Angeles Poetry Reading Series
2101 Ocean Park Blvd., 7 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.

A poetry reading with Gretchen Mattox and Amy Newlove Schroeder 
followed by a reception and book signing. 

‘Love Songs of Walt Whitman: Full of Life Now’
UCLA, 7:30 p.m. — 9:30 p.m.

UCLA hosts the world premiere concert of "DreamBrother" baritone,
Stephan David Hewitt with his 5-piece band. The performance celebrates

the beginning of their "Calamus at 150" tour, featuring Whitman's passion-
ate anthems to love and spirit beyond the constraints of institutions, and
honors the Calamus volume of “Leaves of Grass,” which made Whitman
both famous and his work notorious. This free event will be held in the
Northwest Campus Auditorium. For more information, call the UCLA LGBT

Resource Center at (310) 206-3628. 

Tired Treesavers unite
1440 Harvard St., 7 p.m. — 9 p.m.

Dedicated environmental and community activists who are passionately
working to save the ficus trees in downtown Santa Monica will share frus-
trations and aspirations at monthly emotional support group for progres-
sive activists. Free and free on-site parking at the Friends Meeting Hall.

For more info, e-mail activistsupportcircle@earthlink.net.

‘Choosing the Quiet’
1227 Second St., call for gallery hours

Maurizio Barattucci’s solo show, "Choosing the Quiet" is currently available
for viewing at Emeritus College. Barattucci taught at the Art Department
of Santa Monica College for 30 years and retired recently. The exhibition
will be shown until February 29, 2008. For more information on this free

event, call (310) 434-4306.

For more information on any of the events listed, log on to smdp.com and click the “Events” tab for the given day’s calendar.
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BY MELODY HANATANI
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITYWIDE Using water to rinse off car wash
solution is so yesterday, especially in Santa
Monica.

City Hall is awaiting word on whether the
Metropolitan Water District will award an
estimated $123,000 grant that would be used
to purchase waterless car wash products to
clean off its fleet of automobiles as well as
vehicles for the Santa Monica-Malibu
Unified School District.

“As part of the Sustainable City Plan,
we’re supposed to reduce water by 20 per-
cent by 2010,” said Kim O’Cain, the water
resources specialist for City Hall. “My sole
job is to save water.”

The announcement of the grants is
expected to come in April, O’Cain said.

One of the contenders who hopes to sup-
ply City Hall is Los Angeles-based Lucky
Earth Inc., which developed a chemically-
free waterless car wash, creatively called
“Waterless.”

If City Hall wins the grant in the spring,

the product will also be offered to the Santa
Monica Lexus and Toyota dealerships, both
of which have expressed interest in sustain-
ability and in greening their businesses,
O’Cain said. All of the public schools in
Santa Monica will also have access to the
product, which would be encouraged for
school car wash fundraisers, O’Cain said.

Mar Vista couple Jeff and Lisa Peri devel-
oped the concept for the Lucky Earth car
wash more than a year ago when they
learned their oldest daughter Kayla was
chronically ill with high fevers because she

was sensitive to chemicals. The couple
removed all chemicals from their home and
started looking for a car wash product that
was also chemical free.

“We decided to start making our own
product for our own personal use and I
asked my husband to find something water-
less,” Lisa Peri said. “I was kind of half joking
but my husband Jeff found tons of products
that were waterless but all had chemicals.”

The Peris enlisted the help of a scientist

Waterless car wash makes a splash

TOUGH GOING Photo courtesy Cortney Crego
Santa Monica Rugby Club’s Kelly Serfoss (center) fights off several members of the L.A. Rugby Club during a victory on Saturday. The team is 3-0.

LINCOLN MIDDLE SCHOOL
Threat was a hoax

The lockdown of Lincoln Middle
School Tuesday afternoon was the
result of a hoax, police and school offi-
cials said. 

A caller, reportedly a female juvenile,
reported that someone with a gun was on
the campus near the end of the school
day, but police set up a perimeter,
searched the area and determined the
report was bogus. 

Lincoln students were escorted 
by police and school staff off campus 
to a staging area at the corner of 
Euclid Street and California Avenue.
They were then released to their 
parents.

“The lockdown and the dismissal pro-
gressed smoothly,” Tim Walker, deputy
superintendent of SMMUSD, said in a
press release issued Tuesday night.
“District administration was at the site,
and communication was sent to all par-
ents of Lincoln Middle School and John
Adams Middle School by an automated
dialing system.

“The collaborative efforts between
the police, PTA, site and district staff
focused on the safety and security 
of students and staff,” Walker wrote.
“School will be in open tomorrow 
and additional staff will be on both sites
to assist any children who require sup-
port to deal with the events of this
afternoon.

“The District is thankful that no one
was injured during the events of today
and we will use this incident as a learn-
ing opportunity to ensure that all of our
schools are even more prepared for any
crisis.”

DAILY PRESS

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

SEE WASH PAGE 10
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Measure R is not BB
Editor:

I had the pleasure of making a very public appear-
ance during the SMMUSD board interviews for the
vacant school board position after Emily Bloomfield’s
unexpected resignation. I answered questions on paper
and in person as did (Ralph) Mechur in his turn and
after that took place, the school board’s majority vote
was to place Mr. Mechur in the position. I was disap-
pointed that I wasn’t chosen but I have to say that if
there was a better candidate than I, Ralph was the per-
son to do the job well, which he has. There was no
Malibu candidate there, no Malibu prospect who even
was interested to my knowledge …. Hindsight is always
20/20 and if the Malibu constituency has regrets so be
it. Let’s put that behind us. Let’s look toward our chil-
dren’s future.

Measure R has nothing to do with (Measure) BB bond
monies and the entire school district should understand
this. Let’s not confuse issues when such an important
vote is at hand. Malibu school supporters and voters, like
Santa Monica’s, have to understand that if the renewal of
these parcel taxes by way of the Measure R vote isn’t
voted for in two-thirds majority, then they are sending our
school children into a deep, dark place of public school
depravity. No nurses, no custodians, no arts, no music, no
librarians and no teachers to fulfill our public school’s
enrollment and it could be worse than my description. A
very scary option to consider in comparing what we as a
district can achieve if we have the two-thirds vote. This is
the time to rise up and support the vote. This is no time to
confuse issues.

Don’t the students in Malibu deserve the same as
what the Santa Monica students deserve? I’m not
talking about the BB capital improvement money that
will help upgrade all district schools. I’m talking about
the bare necessities of public school education. If we
have great new buildings, what will it mean if the stu-
dents within them are not provided the proper aca-
demic and enrichment programs to support them?
What can the Malibu school children benefit by voters
not supporting this?

At this point and time all I can do is give thanks to
the school board for making all the right decisions and
for placing this on the Feb. 5 ballot. For all Malibu-Santa
Monica public school students and their families I want
you to know, you have my yes vote for Measure R.

Nicole Picard
Santa Monica 

At least it’s better than Adelphia
Editor: 

Mr. Zeruk may be suffering from slow downloading
malaise (“The downlow on the downloading,” page 4, Jan
26-27), but I have been using city wi-fi in the library for
some time, with far fewer glitches than I had with
Adelphia. In fact, I am using it right now. I understand the
city will soon be providing free wi-fi citywide, soon. I
recently met with the city manager to lobby him for inter-
active forums on the city web page, and he is considering
my suggestion.

Jon Mann
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 

smdp.com

FEEL LIKE YOUR 
OPINION IS STIFLED?
WRITE A LETTER, AN OP-ED 

OR DRAW A CARTOON.
Send Submissions to

editor@smdp.com or to: 
410 Broadway, Suite B, 

Santa Monica, 90401

Matt Millen Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Your column here

IT IS TIME TO EXAMINE WHY MEASURE
R, a Santa Monica Malibu Unified School
(SMMUSD) parcel tax on the Feb. 5 ballot, is
fatally flawed and why you should vote NO.
The voters approved two parcel taxes, Prop. S,
which expires in 2009, and Prop. Y which
expires in 2011. Measure R repeals Props. S and
Y and replaces them with a new parcel tax with
no sunset clause, or expiration date. This tax
will be imposed on every homeowner and
renter in Santa Monica and Malibu (but
includes a senior exemption for homeowners).
The tax is the same on each parcel of land,
including vacant land. A home and a large
commercial project pays the same amount of
money, thus it fundamentally is a regressive tax
on the poor. The proponents of Measure R
seem to have read George Orwell’s book
“1984.” In that political novel, Mr. Orwell
describes what happens in a society when the
government controls information and history.
The government engages in “doublethink,” the
concept of holding two contradictory ideas in
one’s mind at the same time. The concept is for
the public to believe whatever the government
tells us, even though we know different.

Let’s examine some of the ways they are
using “1984” concepts in this election. The
proponents claim Measure R is not a new
tax nor is it a tax increase. If the last of the
two current parcel taxes expires in 2011,
and Measure R will be on every homeown-
ers tax bill forever, with annual cost of liv-
ing increases for ever (and annual rent
increases in Santa Monica passed on to ten-
ants by their rental housing providers),
only a believer in “doublethink” would
come to the conclusion a tax that replaces
expiring taxes, which goes on forever, and
increases every year is neither a new tax,
nor will it increase one’s taxes or rent. I
believe a tax that repeals two expiring taxes,
and replaces it with a tax that will be on my
tax bill forever, and will increase with the
rate of inflation every year forever, is a new
tax, and a tax increase. “What say you?”

The lack of expiration date denies voters
the ability to demand accountability and eras-
es their leverage and voice in local government.

The proponents’ “1984” campaign style
literature claim, “Without Measure R, neigh-
borhood schools will face serious budget
cuts to critical academic programs, and
could lose some of our best teachers.”

The publisher of the Malibu Times in his
Jan. 16 editorial urging voters to vote against
Measure R debunked this “doublespeak” and
specifically stated, “Don’t worry about the
money being cut off. If Measure R fails, the
old (Y & S) parcel tax money keeps coming
to the school, so there is no cutoff to the stu-
dents.” They also claim, “No other source of
funding exists to prevent these cuts if
Measure R fails.” The city of Santa Monica
has an annual budget of one half billion dol-
lars. It is probably the richest city per capita
in the state of California. There is plenty of
money flowing into the city of Santa Monica
and Malibu to replace the funding for parcel
taxes S and Y when they expire.

The proponents in their campaign litera-
ture don’t say how much this new tax is, or
what it will really cost homeowners and ten-
ants. The cost of the new tax starts at $346
per homeowner, and will increase with the
amount of inflation in perpetuity. With
some homeowners facing increasing mort-
gage payments and foreclosures on the rise,
why increase the tax burden on already
stressed homeowners? In addition every ten-
ant renting a condo will have their rent
increased by $29 a month. This will be on
top of the new Prop. V municipal water and
sewer tax that the Rent Control Board just
authorized to be passed through to tenants.

The school board is apparently taking vot-
ers for granted. While the proponents of
Measure R are trying to scare voters to
approve this new parcel tax by claiming if not
passed, the school board will have to lay off
teachers and cut programs, (we already know
that is not true) the school board is busy hir-
ing new administrators and employees. Just
last week, three new employees were hired to
run the auditorium at Santa Monica High
School. What we have is a mismanaged
school system, apparently top heavy with
administrators. The more money we give
them, the more ways they will find to spend
it. Don’t approve this blank check which you
will be writing forever. Vote no and force
accountability from our school board. At
least make them propose a parcel tax that has
a reasonable expiration date.

MATT MILLEN is with the “No On Measure R”
campaign. He can be reached at
info@votenor.com.

‘R’ seeks parcel tax
for a very long time
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FOR 800 WORDS EACH WEDNESDAY, WE
have a conversation, one-sided though it
may be. If I can make you consider a dif-
ferent point of view and even laugh once
or twice while you’re waiting for a bus or
in front of a computer somewhere, that’s
good enough for me. The point is, I know
I ain’t about to win the Pulitzer Prize for
Commentary talking about Hollywood
celebutantes, so I try not to take it too
seriously — except this week. This is my
last chance to talk to you before
Democrats vote next Tuesday. I especially
want to talk to John Edwards Democrats
and Hillary Clinton Democrats. Please
understand, when you cast your vote for
either of these people, you will be giving
them a pass on the war, and nobody
deserves a pass on the war.

If you’re an Edwards voter, you asked
yourself, “to Hillary, or not to Hillary?”
For whatever reason, you decided not to go
with her. If you’re anything like me, you
absolutely believe that there is nothing a
man president can do that a woman presi-
dent can’t do. Hillary’s just not that
woman, so you rejected her (congratula-
tions, you’re halfway home).

Maybe you heard John’s “Two
Americas” speech back in 2004 and it res-
onated or maybe his “son-of-a-millwork-
er” persona has you believing he under-
stands the problems of the common man.
Or maybe you like his tough talk about
the Republicans and the president. I
agree with you and with a lot of what he
says — and I like the way he says it. I can
see how he made enough money as a trial
lawyer to be able to spend four bills on a
haircut.

But do you know when the right time
was for all this tough talk?  Do you know
when he should have said all the things he’s
saying about the Bush administration so
the Democrats could have a shot to win the
White House?  Four years ago when he was
on the ticket.

That’s the VP’s job: To be the attack dog
so his running mate can appear presiden-
tial. Edwards didn’t do that. Had he done
his job in 2004, we might be out of Iraq
right now. And, of course, if he hadn’t
voted to authorize a war, we might never
have been there in the first place. If you are
an anti-war voter, you can’t vote for
Edwards.

If you’re a Clinton voter, we need more
than the remaining 360 words of this col-
umn. Essentially, the reasoning is identical,
only worse. Not only did she vote to author-
ize war, she voted to authorize war in Iraq
without reading what 16 intelligence agen-
cies had to say about the Iraq threat.

She’s never said she regrets voting for
war, she’s never said it was a mistake to
vote for war, and she has never said she
shouldn’t have voted for war. Keep in
mind, it’s a senator’s job to draft, debate,
and vote on legislation — and the Senate
keeps great records. If you’re a senator, you
are how you vote. Time and time again,
Clinton has voted in support of the presi-
dent’s Iraq policy.

It’s not because she’s a woman. It’s
because she was wrong on the war, is still
wrong on the war, and she refuses to admit it
in an anti-war primary in an anti-war party.
There is no room in the Democratic party
for a candidate or a president who cannot
come out and say it was a mistake to invade
and occupy Iraq. It seems to me, that should
be an easy litmus test for Democratic candi-
dates. But when you look at her voting
record (the only thing that qualifies as her
experience — don’t talk to me about sharing
the presidential pillow), she has voted with
the president on Iraq from the very begin-
ning.

Voting for her would mean she gets away
with “triangulating” on the life-and-death
issue of our generation. Voting for her
would mean giving her a pass on her sup-
port of the war.

I’m sure they’re good people, but one
simple truth applies to both of them: They
were wrong. The decisions they made cost
hundreds of thousands of Iraqi lives — and
counting, tens of thousands of American
wounded — and counting, thousands of
American lives — and counting, and hun-
dreds of billions of dollars — and counting
more every day.

If you’re an anti-war voter and you want
an anti-war president, remember which can-
didates voted for war with Iraq. Next
Tuesday, don’t give either of them a pass for
their vote.

KENNY MACK is a writer and comedian living in
Santa Monica who thinks there ain’t a damn
thing funny about war.  He can be reached at
kennymack@gmail.com

Don’t reward those
who voted for war

Stripes or no stripes?

The city recently transformed Ocean Park
Boulevard from what was once called a two-
lane highway into a one-lane corridor. Since
the restriping was complete, there has been
an outpouring of public opinion on the issue. 

So this week’s Q-Line question asks:
Do you agree with the move to make the

oft-used street a one-lane corridor or do you
want the city to reverse course and restore
Ocean Park Boulevard to the way it was?

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5
p.m. and we’ll print your answers in the
weekend edition of the Daily Press. Please
limit responses to a minute or less.

P R O U D LY  B R O U G H T  T O  Y O U  B Y
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BY JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS
Associated Press

WASHINGTON The House, seizing a rare
moment of bipartisanship to respond to the
economy’s slump, overwhelmingly passed a
$146 billion aid package Tuesday that would
speed rebates of $600-$1,200 to most tax-
payers.

The plan, approved 385-35 after little
debate, would send at least some rebate to
anyone with at least $3,000 in income, with
more going to families with children and less
going to wealthier taxpayers.

It faced a murky future in the Senate,
though, where Democrats and some
Republicans backed a larger package that
adds billions of dollars for senior citizens
and the unemployed, and shrinks the rebate
to $500 for individuals and $1,000 for cou-
ples. That plan, written by Finance
Committee Chairman Max Baucus, would
deliver checks even to the richest taxpayers,
who are disqualified under the House-
passed measure.

Both versions would provide tax breaks
to businesses to spur equipment and other
purchases.

President Bush and House leaders urged
the Senate to take the bipartisan agreement
and pass it quickly, even as Baucus, D-
Mont., planned a Wednesday vote in his
committee on a larger package that could
face a slower path.

“We need to get this bill out of the Senate
and on my desk,” Bush said in the Oval Office.

Congressional leaders are aiming to send
the measure to Bush by Feb. 15. But the
divergent plans — and bids by Senate
Democrats and Republicans to swell the
package with more add-ons — could drag
out that schedule.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif.,
said she hoped the Senate would “take this
bill and run with it.”

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-
Nev., said that was unlikely in the freewheel-
ing Senate, where members have elaborate
wish-lists for adding to the bill, including
food stamps, Medicaid and heating assistance
for low-income people and spending on
infrastructure projects, among other things.

“I think that there’s 51 Democratic sena-
tors without exception who believe this
package can be made better,” Reid said,
adding that he also expected to have enough
GOP support to change it.

Sen. Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., the minor-

ity leader, said reopening the deal would be
inappropriate.

“This is not a time to get into some kind of
testing of wills between the two congressional
bodies. This is a time to show we can rise
above partisanship, do something important,
and do it quickly,” McConnell said.

The House plan brought together
Democrats and Republicans, both of

whom surrendered cherished proposals to
reach a deal.

Pelosi cautioned against adding items
that could hinder an economic recovery or
scuttle the bipartisan agreement.

“It’s important that this bill not get over-
loaded. I have a full agenda of things I would
like to have in the package, but we have to
contain the price,” Pelosi said. “We made a
decision, because that’s where we could find
our common ground.”

Republican leaders, too, described the
measure as an imperfect compromise that

would provide a needed jolt to the economy.
Americans “expect us to find ways to

work together, not reasons to fight with each
other,” said Rep. John A. Boehner, R-Ohio,
who forged the agreement with Pelosi in
consultation with Treasury Secretary Henry
M. Paulson.

“The sooner we get this relief in the
hands of the American people, the sooner
they can begin to do their job of being good
consumers,” Boehner said.

The measure would send rebates to
some 111 million people, including rough-
ly 35 million families who don’t make
enough to pay income taxes. Individuals
with adjusted gross income of $75,000 and
couples making $150,000 would get rebates
equal to the taxes they paid, up to $600 for
individuals and $1,200 for couples. Those
making more than that would see their
rebate go down by 5 percent of every dollar
of income over the limits.

Taxpayers would get at least $300, even if
they paid less than that in taxes — or $600
for couples. That’s also the case for those
who don’t pay income taxes but earn at least
$3,000.

All eligible people would get an addition-
al $300 per child.

In the Senate, Baucus’ proposal
removes the income caps and would send
rebates to some 20 million senior citizens
not covered by the House plan because
they don’t have income.

Reid blasted the proposal to send rebates
to those with higher incomes.

ECONOMY

House approves stimulus package

THIS IS NOT A TIME TO GET INTO SOME
KIND OF TESTING OF WILLS BETWEEN THE

TWO CONGRESSIONAL BODIES. THIS IS A TIME 
TO SHOW WE CAN RISE ABOVE PARTISANSHIP, DO

SOMETHING IMPORTANT, AND DO IT QUICKLY.”
Sen. Mitch McConnell, R-Ky.
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SO IS EVERYONE READY TO SEE HOW
2007 stacked up against 2006? And how it
looks compared to our peak in 2004? Please
note that in this article 2004 is considered
the peak of our most recent housing boom
because of the number of transactions that
occurred.

In 2007, Santa Monica single family
homes hit their highest median sales value of
$1,691,750. In 2006, the second
highest year on record, we ended with a
median sales price of $1,575,000. The sales
dollar volume (the amount of dollars spent
on Santa Monica houses was up
from $510,541,226 in 2006 to $569,571,243
in 2007. The number of days on market in
2007 averaged 46 days up two days from 44
days in 2006. The number of single family
properties sold was 263 in ‘06 and 270 in ‘07.

Overall, single family homes in Santa
Monica did notably better in 2007 versus
2006. The two day increase in days on mar-
ket is basically irrelevant. While the increase
in the median sales price by about $100,000
and a slight increase in the number of homes
sold is in a striking contrast to the media’s
accounts of collapse and misery.

Santa Monica condominiums had a some-
what different experience. Santa Monica con-
dos had a median sales price in 2006 of
$755,000. In 2007 the median sales
price increased to $783,000. Sales volume was
at $417,848,122 in 2006. In 2007 sales volume
was down notably to $358,869,970. The aver-
age days on market was about two months (57
days,) with a total number of sales at 408. This
is a decrease in the number of sales from 485
in 2006. And an increase of almost two

weeks from the 44 days on market experi-
enced in ‘06. In consideration of the decrease
in number of sales and the almost two week
increase in days on market, the demand for
condos went down considerably in 2007 over
2006, even though values increased.

A more studied approach to the condo
market will show that the higher-end condos
— properties sold for more than $850,000
— had shorter days on market than the
lower end condos. And that the north of
Wilshire neighborhood faired better than
most other condo markets. Last year also
experienced a significant mortgage industry
shake-up. First-time homebuyers are the
most susceptible to increased lender scruti-
ny. And these are the people who buy entry
level condos. My guess is that once the mort-
gage industry settles down, and it becomes
easier to attain mortgages, the condo market
will begin performing a little better.

At the height of the condo market in 2004
the average days on market was 42, there
were 677 sales and a total sales volume of
$465,763,460. The median sales price was
$622,000.

For single family homes in Santa Monica
in 2004, there were 333 sales, the average
days on market was 37 and the sales dollar
volume was $549,427,055. The median sales
price was $1,425,000.

So, some changes to our market — yes.
Misery, tragedy, desperation — no.

SIMON SALLOOM is a local REALTOR with
Coldwell Banker. His web-site is
SantaMonicaSimon.com. There you can read his
blog and post your comments.

What happened to
real estate values?

BY EVELYN NIEVES 
Associated Press Writer

STOCKTON The house was ravaged — its
floors ripped, walls busted and lights
smashed by owners who trashed their home
before a bank foreclosed on it. Hidden in the
wreckage was an abandoned member of the
family: a starving pit bull.

The dog found by workers was too far
gone to save — another example of how pets
are becoming the newest victims of the
nation’s mortgage crisis as homeowners leave
animals behind when they can no longer
afford their property.

Pets “are getting dumped all over,” said
Traci Jennings, president of the Humane
Society of Stanislaus County in northern
California. “Farmers are finding dogs
dumped on their grazing grounds, while
house cats are showing up in wild cat
colonies.”

In one such colony in Modesto, two obvi-
ously tame cats watched alone from a dis-
tance as a group of feral cats devoured a pile
of dry food Jennings offered.

“These are obviously abandoned cats,”
Jennings said. “They’re not afraid of people,

and they stay away from the feral cats
because they’re ostracized by them.”

The abandoned pets are overwhelming
animal shelters and drawing fury from blog-
gers, especially as photos of emaciated ani-
mals circulate on the Internet.

The first people to enter an abandoned
house, such as property inspectors and real
estate brokers, have discovered dogs tied to
trees in backyards, cats in garages, and tur-
tles, rabbits and lizards in children’s bed-
rooms.

No one keeps track of the numbers of
abandoned pets, but anecdotal evidence sug-
gests that forsaken animals are becoming a
problem wherever foreclosures are climbing.
Stockton and Modesto have some of the
nation’s highest foreclosure rates.

Despite months of warning before a
foreclosure, many desperate homeowners
run out the clock hoping to forestall an
eviction. Then they panic, particularly if
they are moving to a home where pets are
not permitted.

The situation has become so widespread
that the Humane Society urged home own-
ers faced with foreclosure to take their ani-
mals to a shelter.

REAL ESTATE

Pets are hidden victims of the
ongoing mortgage meltdown
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Santa Monica Daily Press readers will purchase 1/2 a billion in real estate this year.
CALL US TODAY TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS LOCAL LISTING.

(310)458-7737

TheAgentDirectory Your guide to local
real estate agents

Nora Bohanon
RE/MAX Westside Properties

501 Santa Monica Blvd, 2nd Floor, Santa Monica

Specializing in residential sales and property
management. FREE information online on my
website. I pay agents for property manage-
ment referrals!

www.westsideluxuryliving.com (310) 699-0818

Al l iance  P roper t i e s  Group

From Malibu to Hollywood,
first time home-buyers to experienced investors or simply for
strategic real estate planning I am your one stop strategy shop!

“Appreciate the Difference”

naomk@cs.com (310) 502-5648

Gary Limjap
Coldwell Banker

2444 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica 90403

Your goals become my priority. 

Santa Monica Realtor for more than 
twenty years. 

www.garylimjap.com

garylimjap@earthlink.net (310) 586-0339

Heather Nesis
Palm West Properties

3000 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica

“Love Where You Live.”
Specializing in residential & residential income
properties. I am passionate about finding the
right properties & buyers for my clients. 

www.palmwestproperties.com (310) 314-PALM

Gaby Schkud
Coldwell Banker

2444 Wilshire Blvd, Ste 102

Gaby & Associates —
a Team of Real Estate Professionals
dedicated to excellence
Serving Buyers and Sellers on the Westside

gabyschkud@aol.com (310) 586-0308

J.D. Songstad
RE/MAX WESTSIDE PROPERTIES

501 SANTA MONICA BLVD. 2ND FLOOR 

SANTA MONICA, CA 90401

J.D. Songstad is "Tuned In" to all your Westside
real estate needs! 

www.MrWestside.com
JD@MrWestside.com (310) 571-3441

Your Name Here!
Your Company Name

97092 Pacific St. Suite 1F

The Agent Directory is a unique advertising
opportunity to present yourself as more than
a name and a number. This unmatched
section will allow you to list your specialty,
focus, and the demographic you’re targeting.

Don’t miss out on this opportunity. Call today at (310) 458-7737

Your Name Here!
Your Company Name

97092 Pacific St. Suite 1F

The Agent Directory is a unique advertising
opportunity to present yourself as more than
a name and a number. This unmatched
section will allow you to list your specialty,
focus, and the demographic you’re targeting.

Don’t miss out on this opportunity. Call today at (310) 458-7737

HAVE YOU EVERY THOUGHT OF WHAT MAKES SOMEONE
successful?  I cannot speak for other fields, but from my
experience, the difference seems to be nominal in real estate.
That small difference can be found in the professionals used
by a real estate investor, specifically real estate agents, attor-
neys, accountants and bankers.

Hands down, the most important person to know if you
want to be a successful real estate investor is a good real
estate agent. A seasoned real estate agent will most likely
invest in real estate themselves, but no agent can buy all the
deals they come across. One of the investors I do business
with says he gets over a dozen calls a day from agents. He
also goes through reams of paper from faxed and e-mailed
listings. He says that even though he peruses a majority of
the deals, the deals that come from his trusted real estate
agents get moved to the front of the line. If you can deliver
on the terms you promise consistently when purchasing
property, more deals will come across your desk because real
estate agents will be able to count on you and vise versa. But
what happens if issues come up with the purchase, who do
you turn to?

When you need one, a good attorney is worth the cost.
Another investor I work with told me about a purchase
transaction that was held up for three years because the sell-
er was less than honest. The seller had claimed there were no
environmental issues with the property that he knew about.

Once the buyer did his environmental survey, he found a
leaky gas tank from a gas station that used to be on the prop-
erty. The seller had done an environmental survey as well
and knew about the tank, but did not disclose the informa-
tion. Long story short, when the buyer tried to back out of
the deal, the seller threatened to sue. The buyer sued him
first and the litigation took several years to resolve. He ulti-
mately won and the seller had to pay for his attorney fees,
clean up costs and had to sell him the property for the price
that had been agreed upon three years earlier. The property
was worth 35 percent more, making the deal a windfall. In
the end, my borrower said there was no substitution for a
good attorney or legal team.

Finding the deal and protecting yourself are important,
but what happens at the end of the year when you have to
pay Uncle Sam?  When tax season comes around it is impor-
tant to have a knowledgeable accountant. Without a doubt,
a good accountant is worth their weight in gold. An experi-
enced accountant can legitimately save a real estate investor
thousands of dollars a year. A couple of days ago I contact-
ed one of my borrowers, who’s a CPA, to get some documen-

tation on a loan. He said that he was in the middle of read-
ing the changes to the IRS code to see if there were any large
changes that would affect his clients. Now that is something
you want hear when calling a CPA. It is hard to put a price
on a good experienced accountant.

A successful real estate investor depends on many
other people such as property managers, appraisers,
inspectors, contractors and insurance agents; however,
the person they speak to after the real estate agent is their
banker. Leverage is key in real estate and the best way to
attain it is with financing. When you need to know how
much money you can borrower it is important to have a
banker who can answer your questions accurately.
Financing more often than not, will make or break a deal.
All successful real estate investors have a banker they can
count on.

Although many people will help a real estate investor, it is
ultimately up to the investor to do the deal. Many successful
real estate investors depend on the expertise of professionals
to help them make educated decisions. If you are thinking
about starting in real estate investing, make sure you have a
good team in place that will help you make the best choices.

MIKE HEAYN is a Washington Mutual multi-family loan consult-
ant.  He can be reached at (310) 428-1342, or e-mailed at
michael.heayn@wamu.net.    

Mike Heayn
Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Real Estate 101
Professionals make the difference
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FREE PARKING AVAILABLE
1726 Colorado Ave., Santa Monica

Phone: (310) 829-3625   Fax: (310) 829-0254

Kitchen Kid
Cooking up delicious kitchen        

experiences for eager eaters of all ages!

Build your child’s confidence, reinforce academic skills, 
and encourage healthy, adventurous eating at home. 

Birthday Parties!
Parent-Child Cook Groups!

Family Classes!
After-School Culinary Lessons!

www.kitchenkid.com 

samantha@kitchenkid.com                     

310.450.3462

� We feature pain 
relief through the use of
unique revolutionary laser
technology

� Safe and painless 

� Our treatment is used by
professional athletes for all
types of injuries

� Special discounted rates
with mention of this ad

DR. MIKE POWER, DC 
at The Golden Cabinet Integrated Medical Healing Center

(310) 575-1955 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
SECOND AMENDMENT TO THE 

FY 2007-08 ACTION PLAN 
ALLOCATING FEDERAL CDBG AND HOME FUNDS

The City Council of the City of Santa Monica will hold a public hearing to receive public
comment on the Second Amendment to the FY 2007-08 One-Year Action Plan.  The One-
Year Action Plan, which is a component of the Consolidated Plan, is submitted annually to
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).  It delineates the City’s
specific projects and activities for one-year use of CDBG and HOME funds in order to meet
the City’s overall housing and community development needs as specified in the
Consolidated Plan (FY 2005-10) adopted by City Council and submitted to HUD in June
2005.  Copies of the Proposed FY 2007-08 Amended One-Year Action Plan are now avail-
able to the public for a 30-day community review period ending February 12, 2008.  Copies
are available at City Hall, the Santa Monica Public Library (main and branch libraries), and
on the web at smgov.net, or you may contact the Human Services Division, 1685 Main
Street, Room 212, Santa Monica, CA 90401, telephone (310) 458-8701; TDD (310) 458-
8696.  Please send your written comments to the above address by February 12, 2008, or
you may present your comments verbally at the City Council public hearing on that date.

The Public Hearing is scheduled for Tuesday, February 12, 2008
at 5:45 p.m. in the City Council Chambers 
located at 1685 Main Street, Santa Monica

The Council Chambers are wheelchair accessible.  If you have any special disability-
related needs/accommodations, please contact the Human Services Division at (310) 458-
8701; TDD (310) 458-8696.

Visit us online at smdp.com

WE MISS YOU…
WRITE A LETTER, AN OP-ED
OR DRAW A CARTOON.
S e n d  S u b m i s s i o n s  t o  e d i t o r @ s m d p . c o m

o r  t o :  

410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, 90401

TERENCE CHEA
Associated Press Writer

SAN FRANCISCO The state’s largest salmon
run is suffering an “unprecedented collapse,”
part of a broader decline throughout the
West that has scientists vexed and will likely
trigger severe fishing restrictions, according
to federal fishery regulators.

The number of chinook, or “king”
salmon returning from the Pacific Ocean to
spawn in the Sacramento River and its trib-
utaries this past fall dropped 67 percent
from a year earlier, according to an internal
memo to members of the Pacific Fishery
Management Council that was obtained by
The Associated Press.

The Central Valley salmon population
has fallen by more than 88 percent from its
all-time high five years ago, when salmon
restoration efforts in the Sacramento water-
shed were being touted as a wildlife manage-
ment success story.

But recent years have seen salmon popu-
lations steadily dwindle in the Sacramento
and many other western rivers, and scientists
are trying to understand why.

Some believe it’s related to changes in the
ocean linked to global warming. Others
blame the troubles in California on
increased pumping of freshwater from the
San Joaquin-Sacramento River Delta, which
supplies drinking water to millions of people
in drought-stricken Southern California, as
well as irrigation for America’s most fertile
farming region.

In his e-mail to members of the fishery
management council, executive director
Donald McIsaac offered “an early alert to
what at this point appears to be an unprece-
dented collapse in the abundance of adult
California Central Valley ... fall Chinook
salmon stocks.”

“The magnitude of the low abundance ...
is such that the opening of all marine and
freshwater fisheries impacting this important
salmon stock will be questioned,” he said.

Only about 90,000 returning adult
salmon were counted in the Central Valley in
2007, the second lowest number on record,
the memo said. The population was at
277,000 in 2006 and 804,000 five years ago.

It’s only the second time in 35 years
that the Central Valley has not met the
agency’s conservation goal of 122,000 to
180,000 returning fish, according to the
council, which regulates Pacific Coast
fisheries.

More worrisome is that only about 2,000
2-year-old juvenile chinooks returned to the
Central Valley last year, by far the lowest
number ever counted. On average, about
40,000 juveniles or “jacks” return each year.

The low number of juvenile salmon
means this year’s runs are likely to be even
smaller.

While complete statistics on other key
salmon runs won’t be available for another
two weeks, experts said it looks like a bad
year for salmon elsewhere in the West.

Ron Boyce, a salmon program manager
for the Oregon Department of Fish and
Wildlife, said the Rogue River barely hit its
goal of 20,000 fall chinook in 2006 and 2007.

Coastal rivers farther north were in even
bigger trouble.

Oregon’s Coquille River has seen steadily
diminishing returns the past three years, and

the Siletz River farther north saw just 500
fish, less than 20 percent of the goal.

“This a large-scale phenomenon affecting
chinook stocks and other species coastwide,”
Boyce said. “It appears for those northern
Oregon coast streams, we will not be able to
make escapement goals even without any
fishing on them.”

It is difficult to point to a cause, but the
fact that both hatchery and wild fish are
showing low returns points to the ocean and
estuaries, where salmon spend most of their
lives, said Curt Melcher, deputy director of
the Oregon Department of Fish and
Wildlife.

Last year saw very unusual conditions in
the ocean, Boyce said. Southwesterly winds
blew all summer, driving warm waters near
shore and disrupting the marine food chain.

Salmon that spawn in Central Valley
rivers form the backbone of the West Coast’s
commercial and recreational salmon fishery
and are caught by fisherman from southern
California to British Columbia. More than
90 percent of the wild salmon harvested in
California originate in the Sacramento River
system, officials say.

“Sacramento fish are really what the fish-
ery depends on,” said Chuck Tracy, who
heads the council’s salmon technical team.
“When Central Valley fish are low, it gets
really hard to catch fish even if you’re given
the opportunity.”

The council plans to meet in Sacramento
in March to discuss possible restrictions,
including a complete closure of the salmon
season that begins in May. Final decisions
will be made at its meeting in Seattle in
April.

“Even if they have a salmon fishing sea-
son, there won’t be very much salmon to
catch without a strong Central Valley com-
ponent,” said Alan Grover, a biologist with
the state Department of Fish and Game.

Duncan MacLean, a Half Moon Bay
fisherman who is on a team that advises the
fishery council, said he’s bracing for hard
times.

“It’s probably going to be worse than any-
thing we’ve experienced before,” said
MacLean, 58, who relies on salmon fishing
for up to 70 percent of his income. “It’s
going to put a lot of us out or business. I
don’t know how I am going to be paying my
bills through the summer.”

Dick Pool, who owns Concord-based
fishing gear manufacturer Pro Troll, said the
salmon collapse will be felt in fishing com-
munities all along the coast.

ENVIRONMENT

On the decline
State’s largest salmon
run suffers collapse

THE MAGNITUDE
OF THE LOW

ABUNDANCE ... IS SUCH
THAT THE OPENING OF

ALL MARINE AND FRESH-
WATER FISHERIES

IMPACTING THIS IMPOR-
TANT SALMON STOCK

WILL BE QUESTIONED."
Donald McIsaac

Executive director of the 
fishery management council
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The specimens, which included more than 300 ants
and 21 spiders were sent to an entomologist in New
Mexico who recently notified Selby that among the
bugs was a spider whose species has not yet been iden-
tified.

Out of the 11 species of ants picked up, one has never
been seen before in the United States, said Susan Teel, the
director of the California Mediterranean Research
Learning Center, an NPS program that works with Selby’s
field courses every semester.

According to experts, there are more than 40,000 species
of spiders that have been identified, approximately 3,000 of
which can be found in the United States.

Selby, who has offered the field courses at the college for
more than 20 years, said on Tuesday that it is often universi-
ty researchers and graduate students that typically discover
new species, not community college students.

“It’s often university researchers discovering new
species all the time and there are millions of species on
the planet we still haven’t catalogued or identified so you
can see our goal is mainly education,” Selby said referring
to the intent of the one-unit field course. “We don’t do as
much research at a community college ... so it’s a little bit
more unusual for us to go out and be able to collect a new
species.”

Three different groups of students each ended up collect-
ing the unidentified spider species, the specimens were
found at 4,000, 9,000 and 10,000-feet elevation, Teel said.

“The fact that the students were part of the discovery
adds a level to the learning experience,” Teel said. “You just
can’t duplicate that.”

It could take years before the spiders are assigned a
species name and properly identified in scientific publica-
tions. The students could have a say in the name of the spi-
der species, however, Suarez said it hasn’t crossed his mind.

melodyh@smdp.com

Students wait
for species to
be catalogued
FROM SPIDER PAGE 1

Photo courtesy SMC
PROUD STUDENTS: A group of 30 SMC students took part in Professor William Selby’s (right) one-unit field studies course during
the fall semester, spending a three-day weekend in late September studying the geologic history of California’s Death Valley. 

and after a month and a half of tweaking, they came up with
“Waterless.”

The product contains two different types of coconut,
which emulsifies the dirt while the silicone encapsulates it
into small balls, Peri said. The residue is wiped off with a
microfiber towel, leaving the car free of new scratches.

The product had its retail debut in the Santa Monica
Whole Foods store a few months ago.

Lucky Earth plans to open a waterless car wash across the
street from the Santa Monica Airport on Bundy Drive next
month, accommodating up to eight cars at one time. The car
washes will range from $20 to $30, depending on whether a

customer wants an interior detail.
One percent of all proceeds from the sale of “Waterless”

go to Heal the Bay.
Before unveiling “Waterless,” Lisa Peri introduced the

product to City Hall officials and even demonstrated it on
the Santa Monica Pier last summer.

“My feeling was if the city wasn’t willing to at least say
they thought the technology was good, why would the aver-
age person trust it,” Peri said.

O’Cain said she was skeptical of the product at first but
was surprised by the results.

“It looked like it had been detailed,” she said.

melodyh@smdp.com

Couple develops waterless wash method
FROM WASH PAGE 3

Photo courtesy Lucky Earth Inc.
TESTING IT OUT: A group from Lucky Earth Inc. demonstrates
the new product at Santa Monica Beach this past summer.
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Solicitation of a Request for Proposal (RFP)
For Independent Audit Services
For The Santa Monica-Malibu

Unified School District
January 2008

The Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District will be selecting a

firm to conduct and prepare the District’s independent financial audit

and accompanying statements.  The District invites all qualified parties

to participate in the Request for Proposal (RFP) process.

Responses to the RFP must be submitted to the District no later than

3:00 p.m. on Friday, February 22, 2008.  Copies of the RFP document

are available in the Office of the Assistant Superintendent, Business &

Fiscal Services, 1651 16th Street, Santa Monica, CA  90404-3891.

the Los Angeles County Federation of Labor,
congratulated the business community on
Tuesday, but said she was disappointed to
learn that the coalition is a “counterweight
to what labor is doing now.”

“What we should be talking about is how
we work together to create good jobs for the
community, not about how we run counter
operations,” Durazo said in a statement on
Tuesday.

Aside from the chambers, the coalition is
represented by organizations such as the
Apartment Association of Greater L.A., the
New Car Dealers Association of L.A. and the
L.A. chapter of the National Association of
Women Business Owners, which includes
members in Santa Monica.

There are about 335,000 businesses in the
county where at least 50 percent of the
enterprise is owned by a woman, according
to Helen Han, the president of the local
chapter. Women entrepreneurs represent the

fastest growing segment of the economy, she
added.

“(BizFed) gives small business and
women-owned business ... a level playing
field for participating in the political process
and engagement in putting forward ideas
and perspectives on how we can contribute
to the overall quality of life for Los Angeles
as a whole.”

The coalition also launched a Web site on
Tuesday that allows BizFed members to
directly communicate their concerns on poli-
cies with their local legislative representative.

“We believe that a strong business com-
munity, which creates jobs and keeps our
economy growing, benefits everyone,”
BizFed Chairman David Fleming said.
“Our priority will be to support and advo-
cate for strong economic policies which
incentivize Los Angeles businesses to stay
here, expand here and to attract new com-
panies to bring their jobs to our backyard.”

melodyh@smdp.com

Coalition created to
empower businesses
FROM CHAMBER PAGE 1

Alexis Hawkins news@smdp.com
STRENGTH IN NUMBERS: The Santa Monica Chamber of Commerce has teamed up with 44
business organizations across Los Angeles County in the formation of a lobbying group.

L.A. COUNTY 
Rain advisory extended

Due to the heavy rains over the weekend and the promise of more to follow later in
the week, the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health has extended a rain advi-
sory warning people to stay out of ocean waters until Friday. Feb. 1 at 7 a.m.

That is because discharging storm drains, creeks, and rivers that lead to the ocean
carry run-off from urban and wilderness areas containing high levels of bacteria and
other germs. The risk is elevated at all beach areas but is highest where the storm drains
and creeks enter the ocean. 

Recorded information on beach conditions is available 24 hours a day on the county’s
beach closure hotline, (800) 525-5662. Information is also available online at the coun-
ty’s Web site, www.lapublichealth.org/beach.

DAILY PRESS

L.A. COUNTY 
Respiratory illnesses are on the rise 

Los Angeles County is seeing an increase in the number of respiratory illness cases,
and public health officials are urging residents to practice healthy habits and get vacci-
nated against the flu if they haven’t already done so.

“The number of respiratory illnesses is higher than average for this time of year.
However, most of these are not influenza,” said Jonathan E. Fielding, public health director.

“Most respiratory illnesses, including many flu-like illnesses, are not influenza; howev-
er they can have flu-like symptoms such as fever, headache, coughing, sore throat, snif-
fling, aches and other symptoms,” Fielding said. “Symptoms such as these can usually
be taken care of while resting at home and drinking plenty of liquids.”

DP

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

GOT NEWS?
IF YOU SEE NEWS HAPPENING OR HAVE SOMETHING TO REPORT,

CALL THE SANTA MONICA PRESS TODAY!

CALL [310] 458-7737
Visit us online at smdp.com
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BY MICHAEL LIEDTKE
AP Business Writer

SAN FRANCISCO Cable television
upstart Current Media Inc. plans to go
public later this year, giving investors a
chance to assess the entrepreneurial
skills of its co-founder, Al Gore.

In documents filed Monday, the San
Francisco-based owner of the Current TV
cable channel set a preliminary fundrais-
ing target of $100 million for the initial
public offering of stock. The final amount
will probably change after Current
Media’s investment bankers gauge the
demand for shares in the company.

The level of investors’ interest also
will help determine the price of the
shares sold in the IPO. Although a spe-
cific timetable wasn’t spelled out in the
prospectus, Current Media said it hopes
to complete the IPO by early May so it
can repay a large debt due then.

Current Media is still small with just
$64 million in annual revenue, but the
involvement of the former U.S. vice
president and Nobel Prize winner
ensures the company’s IPO will attract
plenty of attention.

Gore helped create Current Media
in 2002 and still plays a prominent role
as a major shareholder and the compa-
ny’s executive chairman.

Although Monday’s filing didn’t
provide a complete breakdown of
Current Media’s outstanding stock, the
documents disclosed that Gore and his
family own at least 3.7 million shares.

Current Media also paid Gore $1.05

million last year, including a $550,000
bonus for the first four months of
2007. The company said it still may
give Gore an additional bonus to cover
his accomplishments for the final seven
months of the year.

The filing stressed that Current Media
considers Gore indispensable. “If Mr.
Gore were no longer actively involved in
our business or no longer to hold a sub-
stantial ownership stake in us, our rela-
tionships with key distributors and our
business could be materially and adverse-
ly affected,” the documents said.

The company’s political connec-
tions extend beyond Gore. San
Francisco financier Richard Blum, the
husband of U.S. Sen. Dianne
Feinstein, sits on Current Media’s
board and owns 1.5 million shares of
the company’s preferred stock.

The IPO represents one of the
biggest tests of Gore’s business acu-
men since he lost the 2000 presi-
dential election to George W. Bush
in a showdown that went to the
Supreme Court.

In the past seven years, Gore has
branched out in Silicon Valley, while
also waging his Nobel Prize-winning
fight to curb the environmental dam-
age caused by fossil fuels.

In 2001, Gore became a senior advis-
er to Internet search leader Google Inc.,
which now contributes content to
Current Media. He joined Apple Inc.’s
board of directors in 2003 and late last
year became a partner at Kleiner Perkins
Caufield & Byers, one of the world’s
best-known venture capital firms.

Gore has been trying to establish an
alternative media outlet with Current
TV, which relies heavily on content
submitted by its viewers in an effort to
build a following among teenagers and
young adults. The programming
includes news stories submitted by

aspiring journalists, political satire and
updates about the latest in music.

The cable channel now reaches 51
million U.S. households, up from 19
million when it first started 2 1/2 years
ago. Late last year, Current also launched
a Web site to cater to viewers looking for
a more interactive experience while they
watched the cable channel.

The formula hasn’t yielded a profit yet.
Current Media has amassed losses

totaling $31.9 million, including a
$17.1 million setback last year.
Advertising accounts for 16 percent of
Current Media’s revenue, with the
remainder coming from fees paid by
cable and satellite television carriers.

To make money, Current Media
probably will need to boost its coverage
to somewhere between 70 million and
90 million U.S. households, estimated
Paul Kagan, chief executive of consult-
ing firm PK Worldmedia Inc.

“They still have a lot to prove,”
Kagan said. “Graduating to that next
tier could be difficult.”

Because it operates only one chan-
nel, Current Media doesn’t have as
much negotiating clout with cable
and satellite TV carriers as larger
rivals like Viacom Inc. and Walt
Disney Co., said Natixis Bleichroeder
analyst Alan Gould.

Kagan thinks Current Media
should have waited longer to pursue
its IPO, but the company’s timing
may have been driven by its desire to
repay a $30 million debt owed to
Dylan Holdings, an affiliate of NBC
Universal, by May 4.

Current Media’s total debts are
expected to rise from $36.5 million at
the end of last year to a projected $43
million in May. The company’s debt
include a $1 million loan from Gore.

Current Media ended 2007 with
$2.2 million in cash.

Getting off the ground

BY LAURA KURTZMAN
Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger’s ambitious
effort to reform the state’s health care system ran aground
Monday, after the Senate Health Committee rejected the bill
he negotiated with Democratic leaders.

Only one of the seven Democrats on the committee sup-
ported the bill. All four Republicans opposed it, and it failed
on a 7-1 vote.

The Democrats who voted against the bill and several
who failed to vote said they were afraid the $14.7 billion pro-
gram was too expensive, especially as California faces a
budget shortfall of about the same amount.

“It doesn’t matter if there are all these good things in the
bill if there’s not sufficient funding to pay for them,” said
Sen. Sheila Kuehl, the Santa Monica Democrat who chairs
the committee and supports
a single payer system
instead.

Even Senate President
Pro Tem Don Perata, a co-
author of the bill, came out
against it, telling the gover-
nor in a letter that it was
irresponsible to adopt the
health reform plan during a
fiscal crisis.

It was a bitter defeat for
Schwarzenegger and
Assembly Speaker Fabian
Nunez, D-Los Angeles, who
spent months trying to craft
a deal that majority
Democrats could accept.

Nunez pushed the bill
through the Assembly in
December.

Two factors seemed to
change the political calculus
in recent weeks. Last week, the legislature’s nonpartisan fis-
cal analyst raised concerns about financing for the plan. And
the state’s deteriorating budget picture has forced lawmakers
to weigh deep cuts to some state programs to close the pro-
jected budget deficit.

The failure of the bill leaves Schwarzenegger without
enough time to enact the reforms he is seeking this year,
since they need voter approval.

Republicans have the votes to block any tax increases, and
the only way to fund the plan is through a popular vote. The
committee’s rejection likely does not leave enough time to
get the bill on the November ballot.

The governor said he would continue to look for a com-
promise.

“I am someone who does not give up,” Schwarzenegger
said in a statement. “Especially when there is a problem as
big and as serious as health care that needs to be fixed. One
setback is just that — a setback.”

Advisers said a compromise would likely come through
renewed efforts to pass another bill in the state Legislature
that might still have to go on a state ballot.

The bill that died Monday would have covered about 70
percent of the state’s 5.1 million uninsured residents
through a mix of subsidies and mandates. It would have
required most people to have an insurance policy and every
employer to contribute something toward their workers’
health care.

Proponents said the plan would not cost the state addi-
tional money, and its cost would be borne by employers,
hospitals, the federal government, the newly insured, and
smokers, in the form of higher cigarette taxes.

But the legislative analyst undermined that with a report
predicting that the state would be on the hook for an addi-
tional $500 million to $1.5 billion a year, and possibly more,
in as soon as five years.

Democrats cited the report, done at Perata’s request, as
they withdrew their support for the bill.

Key committee
rejects health
reform efforts

Alternative cable TV
channel backed by
Gore seeks funds

IT DOESN’T
MATTER IF

THERE ARE ALL
THESE GOOD

THINGS IN THE
BILL IF THERE’S
NOT SUFFICIENT

FUNDING TO
PAY FOR THEM.”  

Sen. Sheila Kuehl 
D-Santa Monica

WATSONVILLE
Pajaro water agency agrees to pay 

The Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency plans to
pay back an estimated $13.5 million in illegally collected
pumping fees.

The tentative settlement announced Monday follows an
appeals court ruling that the agency’s “augmentation
fees” were illegally imposed. The deal requires approval by
a court, which will hear it on Feb. 22.

The settlement calls for the water agency to set up a
claims process and make the first of six equal semiannual
refund payments on July 31. Plaintiffs had argued proper-
ty owners already owned the water rights and shouldn’t
have been charged. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

SAN LUIS OBISPO
Morro Bay on alert after spill

A 20,000-gallon sewage spill at the state prison in San
Luis Obispo County has triggered warnings downstream.

Health officials are advising the public to avoid water
contact in Morro Bay and the vicinity of Morro Rock
because of the weekend spill at the California Men’s
Colony along Highway 1.

The spill occurred at 4:10 p.m. Sunday when electrical
power was lost and an emergency generator did not start.
The prison’s sewage treatment plant dumped the waste
into Chorro Creek, which flows into Morro Bay.

AP

SANTA ANA
Audit finds county is in good shape

An independent audit shows Orange County invest-
ments are well managed.

The Board of Supervisors ordered the audit of the $6.5
billion Orange County portfolio after elected treasurer
Chriss Street was criticized by board chairman John
Moorlach.

The independent audit released Monday found the
county’s investment portfolio is being managed by Street
in a “thoughtful, prudent manner” and the investment
pools are sound.

Street was elected in June 2006 and questions were
quickly raised about his past business dealings and con-
tracts awarded for county business.

Investigations by the district attorney’s office and fed-
eral authorities continue. 

AP

LONG BEACH
Arson suspect pleads not guilty

An Indiana man has pleaded not guilty to touching off
last spring’s 4,750-acre Santa Catalina Island wildfire.

Gary Dennis Hunt faces up to eight years in prison if
convicted of recklessly causing a fire to an inhabited struc-
ture and recklessly causing a fire of a structure or forest.

The 49-year-old Hunt was a subcontractor using a
torch on May 10 to cut cables on the island’s radio tower.

AP
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BY JENNIFER DOBNER I Associated Press Writer

SALT LAKE CITY In the days after Mormon Church presi-
dent and prophet Gordon B. Hinckley is laid to rest, the men
who served as his closest advisers will begin the process of
choosing a successor.

But the deliberations after Saturday will not hold the
intrigue of the election of a Roman Catholic pope, during
which geography, politics and other factors combine in a
process that ends with white smoke puffing from a chimney.

At least in modern days, choosing the leader of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has come down
to the simple matter of who is next in line for an office
unique among religious traditions.

Hinckley died Sunday night at age 97 after shepherding
the 13 million-member church through a period of tremen-
dous growth.

Following Mormon church tradition, the next-most sen-
ior church apostle will probably succeed him — in this case,
Thomas S. Monson, 80.

Although there is no formal timetable for choosing a succes-
sor, the group of 14 church apostles is not expected to meet until
early next week to allow time to honor Hinckley’s memory.

Succession was not always so neatly decided, said Mike
Quinn, a Mormon historian who was excommunicated from
the church. Church founder Joseph Smith never laid out a
plan for the process, and more than three years passed from
the time he died until Brigham Young took over the church.

“You had different people saying different things about
the way to go,” Quinn said.

When Young took control of the church, only about half
its members followed him to Utah. Gaps of two or more

years between presidencies continued — with senior leaders
arguing against seniority as the sole basis.

“Age was a factor,” Quinn said. “They didn’t want to cre-
ate a gerontocracy. There was a power struggle, or you could
say, prophetic disagreement.”

Ultimately, church leaders decided that an unclut-
tered, unquestioned process of succession would be best
for the church.

“Now you don’t have a succession crisis,” Quinn said. “It’s
a very uniform pattern. It’s trustworthy.”

The system also means that Mormon presidents are
bound to be well beyond standard U.S. retirement age. Since
1945, only one church president has been younger than 75
when he took office. To some, that’s troubling.

“There ought to be some kind of vehicle established that
takes into account that individual condition, mentally and
physically,” said Steve Benson, grandson of former church
president Ezra Taft Benson, who died in 1994.“I don’t see what
the problem is. This is done in all kinds of corporations.”

Hinckley himself had answered that kind of criticism. In
1996, when confronted by Mike Wallace of 60 Minutes with
the claim that the church “is run by old men,” Hinckley replied:

“Isn’t it wonderful? To have a man of maturity at the
head, a man of judgment, who isn’t blown about by every
wind of doctrine?”

Hinckley’s successor will inherit a job like none other.
The head of the Mormon Church is not only leader of a

worldwide church, but also a prophet, living testament to the
LDS belief that divine revelation continues to this day and
can reshape church teaching.

“Normally, we think of priest and prophet as two roles —
one is a part of the organizational structure, the other is a

voice in the wilderness,” said Richard Bushman, who wrote a
biography of church founder Joseph Smith. “From the very
beginning, it was a stroke of genius on Joseph Smith’s part to
combine a bureaucratic and a prophetic role.”

The Mormon Church also differs from most other reli-
gious groups in that it relies not on professional clergy, but
on unpaid lay leaders.

Most high-ranking LDS officials have extensive business expe-
rience, including Hinckley’s likely successor, Monson. The 80-
year-old has a master’s degree in business administration and was
formerly general manager of the church-owned Deseret News.

“These guys are generally not theologians,” said Richard
N. Ostling, co-author of “Mormon America: The Power and
the Promise” and former religion writer for Time magazine
and The Associated Press. “They are businessmen and they
need to be because it’s like running a multinational corpora-
tion, and all the key decisions are tightly held at the top.”

Choosing a new leader won’t be easy

AGE WAS A FACTOR.
THEY DIDN’T WANT TO

CREATE A GERONTOCRACY. THERE
WAS A POWER STRUGGLE, OR YOU

COULD SAY, PROPHETIC.”
Mike Quinn

A Mormon historian who was excommunicated from the church

BY RANDOLPH E. SCHMID
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON Relief may be on the
way for all those youngsters trembling
at the thought of another needle jab.
One day the flu vaccine may simply be
placed under the tongue.

Korean researchers say the new vaccine
worked in mice, avoiding not only the
painful prick but also the discomfort
some people feel from the inhaled vaccine.

The team led by Dr. Mi-Na Kweon
of the International Vaccine Institute in
Seoul reported their findings in
Monday’s online edition of
Proceedings of the National Academy
of Sciences.

Better ways of delivering vaccine
have long been under study, ranging
from orally to inhaled, but all seem to
have drawbacks.

Now, Kweon and colleagues say, two
doses of influenza vaccine under the
tongue of mice primed the animals’
immune system to fight off what would
otherwise have been a deadly dose of flu.

Next, they are turning their atten-

tion to people, to see if the under-the-
tongue vaccine also prompts a strong
immune response.

Placing a couple of drops of liquid
under the tongue gets the vaccine
directly to mucus membranes and
prompts a response both in mucus tis-
sues throughout the body as well as in
the immune system itself, the
researchers said.

“These studies provide a basis for
further human testing of this alterna-
tive form of needle-free vaccination.
Aside from its convenience, sublingual
vaccination appears to disseminate
immunity to a broader range of organs
than the classical routes of injecting or
ingesting vaccines,” said Dr. Cecil
Czerkinsky, deputy director-general for
laboratory science at the Institute.

“If these findings are replicated in
humans, they could pave the way for the
development of a new generation of vac-
cines that could be used for mass vacci-
nation against respiratory infections,
including the pandemic avian-human
influenza viruses,” he said in a statement.

Several research efforts applying

vaccine to mucus membranes have
been tried, seeking to avoid both the
needle sticks that people dislike and the
harsh environment of the digestive sys-
tem that can damage or destroy a vac-
cine. Studies of under-the-tongue of
other medicines have also been done.

Dr. William Schaffner of Vanderbilt
University noted that recent flu studies
have involved nasal sprays.

However, he said while he had
expected people to be averse to needles,
he was surprised to discover that
“many people are averse to people
messing with their nose ... so there are
limitations to nasal spray.”

So for researchers looking for
another means of doing this, “just a
drop under the tongue at least will pro-
tect mice ... that’s a very exciting and
promising line of investigation,” said
Schaffner, who was not part of the
research team.

And, he added,“if we were faced with
a pandemic, the easier and more accept-
able we can make the distribution of the
vaccine the more rapidly we can protect
a proportion of population.”

Making the pain go away after a shot

BY STEVE QUINN I Associated Press Writer

JUNEAU, Alaska Federal gas pipeline coordinator Drue
Pearce said Monday she believes Gov. Sarah Palin’s gas line
plan is working — so far.

Pearce also told the Senate Resources Committee that the
momentum must continue or Congress could intervene.

Pearce, a former Alaska state Senate president, said there
is no specific federal government action planned, but
progress must continue.

“Each time I go to the Hill and meet with members, whether
it’s in a committee setting or whether it’s one-on-one when I
meet with staff, there is a lot of interest in why don’t we see a
pipeline, why isn’t there a pipe in the ground?” Pearce said.

“It is likely, under frankly any administration, that
Congress might move forward and more proactively to push
getting a pipeline built, particularly if we don’t license and
see more (liquefied natural gas) plants get built in the Lower
48,” she said.

For now, Palin’s Alaska Gasline Inducement Act has pro-
duced a conforming bid from independent Canadian
pipeline company TransCanada.

But Houston-based ConocoPhillips says its alternative
plan warrants consideration, and it would like further dis-
cussion with Palin’s energy team. Both companies want to
tap into the energy rich North Slope, where 35 trillion cubic
feet of natural gas reserves lie and both want to take it to
Midwest markets through Canada.

Federal coordinator Pearce discusses pipeline
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SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 55°

SWELL FORECAST ( 4-6 FT )
Today a touch more wind swell is expected to
build as a storm passes to the north. Some light
southern hemi SW should stick around as well.
Most all breaks are looking at waist to chest high
surf. Wednesday's winds could be a little breezy
early in the morning but should calm by noon or
so and stay rather mild in the afternoon; however,
some areas could see northerly winds throughout
the day. 

LONG RANGE SYANOPSIS
NW FRIDAY INTO WEEKEND... 

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA

Sports

BY BARRY WILNER
AP Football Writer

PHOENIX Looks like Tom Brady will be true
to his word.

One day after promising his ankle injury
wouldn’t keep him from preparing for and
playing in the Super Bowl, Brady was back
where he belongs Monday. He practiced
with the New England Patriots for the first
time since he was hurt against San Diego in
the AFC championship game more than a
week ago.

If the undefeated Patriots needed a lift
as they prepared to play the New York
Giants, they got one from Brady’s return.
The league MVP missed three workouts
last week, but he was on the field, as usual,
at Arizona State’s practice facility in nearby
Tempe.

“Anytime the MVP of the league is back,
it has to be a positive,” receiver Wes Welker
said. “He looks good — the same dimples
and all.”

According to the Chicago Tribune’s Dan
Pompei, the designated pool reporter, the
star quarterback appeared to have a slight
limp. But he participated in all phases of
practice, including jogging the length of the
field twice at the end of drills.

Although Brady was not made available
to the media — he will speak on Tuesday —
his teammates had plenty to say about the
record-setting quarterback’s return.

“He’s the leader of our team,” said safe-
ty Rodney Harrison, one of the Patriots’
defensive leaders. “He’s special, and to
have your No. 1 guy out there working
hard and just being out there with his spir-
it, of course it brought a smile to our faces.
Tom will be there Sunday, don’t worry
about that.”

That’s what Brady said shortly after arriving.
“I’m not concerned about how it’s going

to affect my play,” he said Sunday night.
“This won’t keep me out.”

Brady’s health became an issue a week
ago when he was spotted wearing a protec-
tive boot on his right foot while visiting

supermodel girlfriend Gisele Bundchen in
New York. He sat out all three practices in
Foxborough, Mass., when much of the game
plan was being installed.

Since becoming the starter in 2001,
Brady has been remarkably durable. He’s
started every game in the last six seasons,
and he was the MVP of the 2002 Super
Bowl despite an ankle injury in the AFC
title game.

“I never concern myself with anybody
that we’re playing with, whether it’s Tom or
anybody else,” All-Pro tackle Matt Light said.
“Their situation is their situation. Nobody
knows what’s going on other than him, and
he’s the only one who can answer those
questions as to how he feels.

“I’ll tell you one thing, if he’s out there
he’s going to be giving you everything that
he’s got. I don’t worry about that at all.”

Asked how Brady fared in practice,
Light’s response drew chuckles: “I try not to
look at him too much.

“You guys do enough of that,” he added,
drawing more laughs. “I’m concerned with
what’s right in front of me and I really
haven’t paid much attention to it.”

Ah, but the rest of the world certainly
has. Brady’s foot overshadowed the
Patriots moving in on the first perfect NFL
season since the 1972 Miami Dolphins.
Yes, the three-time champion quarter-
back’s persona has transcended even the
Super Bowl.

No matter how vigorously coach Bill
Belichick and the rest of the Patriots want
to ignore it, the questions about their
biggest star’s health will persist. Almost
certainly, the answers will remain consis-
tent, too.

“I think he got a lot of publicity last week
for not what he wants to get publicity for,”
center Dan Koppen said. “I think he’ll be OK.

“Tom’s recognizable, and what he does is
watched. We don’t pay attention to it. If you
guys want to report on it, then go ahead.
Tom’s a good guy who handles himself
accordingly. I’m just thankful that he’s on
our team."

NFL

Brady practices
after long delay

By the Associated Press

OAKLAND Chris Webber has returned to the
Golden State Warriors and coach Don Nelson,
more than 13 years after a battle between the
two men led Webber to force a trade.

Warriors executive vice president Chris
Mullin said Tuesday that the free agent for-
ward had signed a contact, but did not
release details of the deal.

Webber, a five-time All-Star, had con-
firmed in an e-mail to The Associated Press
on Monday night that he was set to rejoin
the Warriors.

Nelson apparently masterminded the
Warriors’ decision to re-sign Webber, who
hasn’t played in the NBA this season, as a
backup big man and offensive playmaker.
Webber last appeared in the 2007 playoffs
with Detroit.

“We’re glad that Chris has elected to sign
with our club and feel fortunate to add a play-
er with his ability,” Mullin said. “We think he
will be a nice addition to our team and pro-
vide additional depth to our front court and
an added veteran presence on the floor.”

Webber was NBA Rookie of the Year with
the Warriors in 1993-94. He demanded a
trade following that season, and has since
played for Washington, Sacramento,
Philadelphia and Detroit.

“It is with great pride and humility
that I announce my return to the Golden
State Warriors, the place where it all start-
ed,” Webber said in a statement released
by the Warriors. “In playing for Nellie
before, I know how much fun his style of
ball can be.”

To make room on the roster, the Warriors
waived guard Troy Hudson

NBA

Webber returns to Warriors
13 years after leaving team
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AERO THEATRE
1328 Montana Avenue 
(310) 260.1528

Check theatre for showtimes

AMC LOEWS BROADWAY 4
1441 3rd Street 
(310) 458-1506

Atonement (R)
1:30, 4:15, 7:05, 10:00
Cloverfield (PG-13)
4:30, 6:45, 9:00
The Great Debaters (PG-13) 
1:15, 6:30
How She Move (PG-13)
2:15, 4:45, 7:15, 9:45
I Am Legend (PG-13)
4:00, 9:20
The Kite Runner 
1:45

AMC 7 SANTA MONICA 
1310 3rd Street 
(310) 289-4262 

27 Dresses (PG-13)  
1:30, 4:10, 7:05, 9:40   
Charlie Wilson's War (R) 
2:00, 4:45, 7:20, 9:50    
Cloverfield (PG-13) 
1:00, 3:20, 5:40, 8:00, 10:20   
National Treasure: Book of
Secrets (PG) 
1:10, 4:00, 7:00, 9:55    
P.S. I Love You (PG-13)
3:30, 6:25 
Sweeney Todd: The Demon
Barber of Fleet Street (R) 
1:40, 4:30, 7:15, 10:10
There Will Be Blood (R) 
3:00, 6:20, 10:00    
Untraceable (R)
2:20, 5:00, 7:30, 10:15

LAEMMLE’S MONICA
FOURPLEX
1332 2nd Street 
(310) 394-9741 

The Diving Bell and the
Butterfly (Le Scaphandre et le
papillon) (PG-13)
1:30, 4:20, 7:10, 9:55
Juno (PG-13) 
12:00, 2:30, 5:00, 7:30, 10:00
No Country for Old Men (R) 
1:15, 4:05, 7:00, 9:55
Persepolis (PG-13)
12:45, 3:00, 5:25, 7:50, 10:15

MANN'S CRITERION
THEATRE 
1313 3rd Street 
(310) 395-1599 

The Bucket List (PG-13) 
11:50am, 2:10, 4:30, 7:00,
9:30 
Cassandra's Dream (PG-13)
11:40am, 2:40, 5:20, 7:50,
10:30 
Mad Money (PG-13) 
12:10, 2:30, 5:00, 7:20, 10:10  
Meet the Spartans (PG-13)
12:30, 2:50, 5:10, 7:30, 10:00 
Michael Clayton (R
1:10, 4:20, 7:40, 10:20   
Rambo (R)
12:00, 2:20, 4:40, 7:10, 9:40

M O V I E G U I D E

k
JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:
★★★★★ Dynamic   ★★★★ Positive ★★★ Average   ★★ So-So   ★ Difficult

Singer Phil Collins
(1951)
Musician Steve Marriott
(1947)
Actress Brett Butler (1958)

Happy Birthday!
This year you notice a
change, often in your style
and words. Others will
respond slightly differently.
You could be incisively clear,
if you so choose. On the
other hand, your innate ten-
dency could be to confuse
others. A new car or comput-
er could be more of a hassle
than a positive experience.
You could purchase a lemon,
even if you are careful. Use
caution with siblings as well,
as relating could be difficult. 

Born Today

Jacqueline Bigar is on the Internet at
http://www.jacquelinebigar.com 
(c) 2006 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★★ Pressure builds. Can you avoid this situation, you won-
der? Maybe not if you want to remain close to a partner. You
gain insight and news from out of the blue. You might find
events unusual but ultimately clearing. Tonight: Be a duo.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★★ Others have a lot to say, and you might not want to be
part of everything you hear. The unexpected occurs; though if
you use it well, matters and events could fall into place. You
need to stay tuned in to others. Tonight: Say yes.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★ Plug yourself into work. Listen well to others. Pressure
builds on the home front. The unexpected causes a boss or high-
er-up to ask questions. Establish limits quickly. A friend will
change his or her opinion. Tonight: Get some extra sleep.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★ Pressure builds. You might not anticipate another’s reac-
tion or choice. Listen to a child or loved one. You will open doors.
A parent or older relative demonstrates strength and possibly
anger. You can handle it. Tonight: Midweek break.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ Events unfurl in a new direction. You might wonder
about a family member and his or her role in your life. You might
want to be more playful and upbeat. Your creativity flourishes.
Tonight: Your home is your castle.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★★ You might want to step up to the challenge. Much is
happening that might take you in a new direction. Identify what
you want and then start visualizing. The unexpected earmarks
your decisions. Tonight: A purchase might be in order.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★ You discover that someone finally relaxes. What has
been close to impossible becomes possible. The problem is you
might not have control of the timing. Take a walk to clear your
mind. Tonight: Open up to new ideas.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★★ Finally you feel better than you have in a long time.
Pressure builds around a family member or your expectations.
Pull back and take another look. Emphasize work, partnerships
and financial gain. Tonight: Easy does it.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★ If you hit a confrontation, back down for now. This might
not be the answer for the long term, but it will give you an
opportunity to clear the air. The unexpected opens up a partner-
ship. Tonight: Say yes.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★★ Zero in on what you want. You have more energy avail-
able than you have had in a while. Listen to feedback knowing
what your expectations are. Realize that there might be many
different twists and turns. Tonight: Say yes to a friend.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★ You might feel pushed because someone is pushing you.
Recognize that you could ignore the pressure and not be reac-
tive. Choose your words with care. Others might be nothing less
than confusing. Tonight: Count on being visible.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★ Avoid financial decisions, even if you think you must
head in that direction. Understanding will grow if you are not
reactive. You head down a new path. Realize that anything and
all is possible. Tonight: Let your mind relax.

Let your mind relax, Pisces

More information email news@smdp.com

People in theNews

Visit us online at smdp.com

Do you have business briefs?
Submit news releases to: editor@smdp.com or fax (310) 576-9913

MARTIE MAGUIRE of the
Dixie Chicks and her hus-
band, Gareth, are expect-
ing a third daughter.

Maguire, 38, announced
her pregnancy on the
group’s Web site Monday.

She wrote that her 3-
year-old twin daughters,
Eva and Katie, “are very
excited to have a new baby
sister.”

“Three girls, what a
magic number!” Maguire
said.

She said the baby is due
in late summer.

The report was con-
firmed by the Chicks’ pub-
licist.

Maguire plays fiddle
and mandolin in the trio,
which also includes
Natalie Maines and Emily
Robison. Hits by the
Chicks include “Wide Open
Spaces,” “Without You,”
“Landslide” and “Travelin’
Soldier.” 

AP

Police were called to
BRITNEY SPEARS’ neigh-
borhood after someone
reported a swarm of
paparazzi trespassing in the
singer’s gated community.

Los Angeles police
Officer Mike Lopez said
officers received a call
around 7 p.m. Monday

about a group of photog-
raphers “stepping onto
the grounds” of the pri-
vate neighborhood while
following the 26-year-old
pop star.

When officers arrived,
they didn’t see anyone
trespassing, Lopez said.
He said citations were

issued for several illegally
parked cars.

Lopez said he didn’t
know how many photogra-
phers were following
Spears.

Spears has spiraled
downward since filing for
divorce from Kevin
Federline in November

2006. Her bizarre public
antics include shaving her
head bald, attacking a car
with an umbrella and
bringing along a paparazzo
pal on trips to a court-
house in her custody case
with Federline.

She was taken to a Los
Angeles hospital by para-

medics earlier this month
after police were called
to her home because of a
dispute involving her
sons, Sean Preston, 2,
and Jayden James, 1. She
has lost custody and visi-
tation rights with the
boys. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

On the scene L.A. police head to Spears’
house to investigate call

MIKE WALLACE was recovering
from triple heart bypass surgery
that was performed last week, CBS
News said Tuesday.

Wallace, who turns 90 this spring,
is already walking following the sur-
gery Friday to bypass blockages
near his heart. Doctors are calling
the operation “a great success,” the
network said.

Recovery from heart bypass surgery generally
runs about six weeks.

The veteran “60 Minutes” correspondent, who is
essentially retired, recently interviewed Roger
Clemens about allegations of steroid abuse. 

AP

WALLACE RECOVERING FROM TRIPLE HEART BYPASS SURGERY 

Maguire announces pregnancy

MAGUIRE

WALLACE
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Girls and Sports By Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

The Other Coast By Adrian Raeside

By Jim DavisGarfield

By Brian Anderson

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Dog eat Doug

Janric Classic Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from Bronze (easiest) to Silver to Gold (hardest).

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure out which numbers are missing. Then,
based on the other numbers in the row and column of each blank cell,
find which of the missing numbers will work. Eliminating numbers will
eventually lead you to the answer.

Difficulty
GOLD

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

© 2006 Janric Enterprises Dist. by Creators Syndicate Inc.
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By John Deering

By Dave CoverlySpeed Bump

Strange Brew

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

MYSTERY PHOTO Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com

The first one to identify where this shot was taken wins a prize from the Daily Press. Send
answers to editor@smdp.com.

1968 the Tet Offensive
began during the

Vietnam War as Communist forces
launched surprise attacks against
South Vietnamese provincial capi-
tals; although the Communists
were beaten back, the offensive
was seen as a major setback for
the U.S. and its allies.

1649 England's King Charles
I was beheaded.

1882 the 32nd president of
the United States,

Franklin Delano Roosevelt, was
born in Hyde Park, N.Y.

1883 James Ritty and John
Birch received a U.S.

patent for the first cash register.

1933 Adolf Hitler became
chancellor of

Germany.

1933 the first episode of
the ``Lone Ranger''

radio program was broadcast on
station WXYZ in Detroit.

1948 Indian political and
spiritual leader

Mohandas K. Gandhi was shot and
killed by a Hindu extremist.

1958 ``Sunrise at
Campobello,'' a play

by Dore Schary about Franklin D.
Roosevelt's struggle against polio,
opened on Broadway with Ralph
Bellamy as FDR.

TODAY IN HISTORY

■ Mr. Coll Bell, a New Zealander
who invented a composting toilet
supposedly superior to a septic
system and who wanted permis-
sion from the Auckland Regional
Council to install one at a camp-
ground, said an ARC bureaucrat
had queried him on whether the
worms he uses would be trauma-
tized by the volume of work
required in the annual two-week
period of intensive campground
use. Coll told Agence France-
Presse in December that vermi-
culture expert Patricia Naidu had
assured him that the worms
would be "happy." 
■ Convenience-store manager
Carol Mendenhall told reporters
in December that among the
police citations she had recently
received for a disturbance at her
home in Dibble, Okla. (pop. 282),
was one for allowing her four
goats to have sex in her front
yard in public view, which was
illegal in Dibble. She admitted
that her billy goat, Adam, had
been attending to three females
who were in heat at the same
time. (The city council has 
since repealed the ordinance,
following a campaign Mendenhall
conducted.) 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

ssyyllvvaann \SIL-vuhn\, adjective:
1. Of or pertaining to woods or
forest regions. 2. Living or
located in a wood or forest. 3.
Abounding in forests or trees;
wooded.

WORD UP!

8  23  39  40  42  
Meganumber: 24
Jackpot: $73M

2  23  29  32  42
Meganumber: 20
Jackpot: $53M

1  6  12  19  22

MIDDAY: 1  6  6
EVENING: 3  9  3

1st: 08 Gorgeous George
2nd: 01 Gold Rush
3rd: 03 Hot Shot
RACE TIME: 1.49.14

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

17



18 WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 30, 2008 A newspaper with issues

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For
information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm                      LOCATION 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Miscellaneous
$$CASH$$ - Immediate cash for struc-
tured Settlements, Annuities, Lawsuits, 
Inheritances, Mortgage Notes & Cash 
Flows. J.G. Wentworth #1. 
1-800-794-7310.

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home. 
Medical, Business, Paralegal, Comput-
ers, Criminal Justice. Job placement as-
sistance. Financial aid and computer 
provided if qualified. Call 
866-858-2121, www.OnlineTidewa-
terTech.com

DIRECTV SATELLITE Television, FREE 
Equipment, FREE 4 room Installation, 
FREE HD or DVR Receiver Upgrade & 
$100 cash back. Programming Pack-
ages from $29.99/mo. Call 
800-380-8939.

DON'T SWEAT IT! FIRE UP your future. 
Nationally accredited 4 wk HVAC (Heat-
ing/AC) Program. Get EPA/OSHA Certi-
fied. Local Job Placement Asst. Financ-
ing available. 877-994-9904.

FREE RAZR or Blackberry FREE. Best 
service plans. 100s of FREE phones at 
REDHOTFREEPHONES.COM, Credit card 
and service plan req.

OLD GUITARS WANTED! Fender, Gibson, 
Gretsch, Martin. 1930s - 1960s. Top 
cash paid. 1-800-401-0440.

WORLD STRONGEST Fat Burner. FREE 
Samples! Call toll free 
1-888-547-3911, www.lipex.com

Adoption
CONSIDERING ADOPTION? Talk with car-
ing agency specializing in matching 
birthmothers with families nationwide. 
LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7. 
Abby's One True Gift Adoptions. 
866-910-5610.

Employment

250 TEMP Positions Available!
Warehouse, Sales, Cashier
Barker Hangar Santa Monica Airport 
1/31-2/19  $9/ hr. 
ULTIMATE STAFFING
(310)201-0062

CHIROPRACTORS
POSITION available, fully equipped of-

fice with front office staff.
Fax resume to 323-525-1140, or email 

mindy.rosenman@yahoo.com

�SECURITY GUARDS�

Immediate openings in beautiful
Malibu gated communities, Guard

Card apply at www.lantzsecurity.com
or call (818) 871-0193

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
Janitor, part time, 20 hrs/week at 
$12.00/hr. 13 stores apartment build-
ing, downtown Santa Monica.
Duties; handling trash bins, cleaning 
common areas, utility rooms, around 
the building.
Fax to (310) 451-1628

Employment

Santa Monica College

Continuing & Community

Education Program now offers a

27-week Pharmacy
Technician Career
Training Program

Employment of Pharmacy Technician’s

is expected to grow faster than average

of all occupations through 2014 due to

increased number of middle-aged and

elderly population, and the greater use

of medication.

Earn a Certificate of Completion

Training Starts Saturday,

February 23, 2008
Financial Assistance Available

Call 310-434-3400 
for more information

COMPANION/CAREGIVER
LOOKING for a Career not just a job?
Live-In / Live-out - Full/Part-time.
Must drive. We offer benefits
Complete online application at
www.sheridancare.com or call
310 204-1187

DENTAL ASSISTANT
Modern, low-stress, SM office. No 
HMO or Medi-Cal. Chairside experi-
ence and x-ray license required. 3-4 
days per week. 60% back office/40% 
front office. Flexible hours. 
(310)451-1446

DENTAL ASSISTANT
Point Mugu, CA. 

Fax CV/Resumes to: 305-438-1486 
Email: ka@rlmservices.net
RLM Services, Inc. “EOE”

DRIVERS: A great career! England 
Transport now offers on the job CDL 
training. No credit check. No co-signers. 
No contract. No down payment. Toll free 
1-866-619-6081, AD#3110

FULL-TIME OFFICE asst. for general con-
tractor’s company in SM. Candidates 
must have excellent phone comm., com-
puter skills, and willingness to learn. 
Fax resume to 310.264.2146 or e-mail 
fordecinc@yahoo.com.

PT/FT SALESPERSON for a hardware 
store. Call (310) 395-1158

MUSIC BOOKING agency sales. p/t flex. 
(310)998-8305 xt 88

Employment
GIVE OF YOURSELF volunteers wanted 
at the discovery shop. Help us contrib-
ute to the American cancer society by 
spending 4 hours per week assisting in 
our resale shop in Santa Monica. Con-
tact Terry or Shaunna at (310)458-4490

HELP WANTED

Currently looking for full & part-time 
general office work & clerical positions. 
Start immediately, paid training & in-
centives. Call 416.834.1911.

IMMEDIATE POSITIONS available 
in the Environmental Services De-
partment. Looking for part time 
housekeepers/ floor techs. Hospi-
tal Experience preferred. Call 
(310)829-8431 for interview.

PART TIME mail sorter/cashier wanted 
for busy Santa Monica mailbox store. 
Pleasant environment + competitive 
pay. No exp nec. Apply 2118 Wilshire Bl, 
Santa Monica. (310) 828-8645

PART-TIME POSITIONS available imme-
diately. Make full-time pay.
$500-$800 per week. Day and evening 
hours available. 
Selling discounted vacations to quali-
fied people who registered for them. 
Not telemarketing! Guaranteed $100 
per reservation. Flexible scheduling. 
Perfect job for actors, musicians, col-
lege students and money motivated in-
dividuals. Open interviews only. Mon-Fri 
1pm-7pm. 1120 Princeton Drive, suite 
7, Marina del Rey 90292, behind Wal-
greens, located at Lincoln and Wash-
ington.

PART-TIME SALES position for legal sec-
retaries. Our attorney service is looking 
for referrals to law firms. Referrals re-
sult in ongoing commissions. Submit 
resume to bsberkowitz@aol.com

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING. Avg. $20/hr. 
$57K/yr. Benefits, OT, PT/FT. 
1-866-483-1057, USWA

SALES OF Cruise & Tour Pkgs
30 hrs/wk Flex sch. Base + Comm

Pd. Tng. No cold calling
40 yr Natl tour Co. Near LAX

Aaron 1 800 922 9000

Help Wanted
1000 ENVELOPES = $6000 Guaranteed! 
Receive $6 for every envelope stuffed. 
24hr. information 1-888-423-3820 code 
701

ASSEMBLE MAGNETS & CRAFTS FROM 
HOME! Year-round Work! Excellent Pay! 
No Experience! TOLL FREE 
1-866-844-5091, code-11

EARN UP TO $500 weekly assembling 
our angel pins in the comfort of your 
own home. No experience required. Call 
817-230-4879 or visit 
www.angelpin.net

GOOGLE CLICKERS needed: $$$$$ 
weekly. New limited time opportunity. 
For more information call 
1-800-706-1824, Ext.4194.

Help Wanted
SECRET SHOPPERS NEEDED - For Store 
Evaluations. Get paid to shop and rate 
local stores, restaurants and theatres. 
Flexible hours, training provided. 
1-800-585-9024, ext. 6750.

SEEKING PRIVATE DUTY RN MALIBU 12 
HOUR NIGHTS MUST HAVE FLEXIBLE 
AVAILABILITY CALL ALI, RN 
310-456-3008

Domestic Care
AT COMFORT Care Staffing, we pro-
vide professional, compassionate 
care in your home or community set-
tings. Services: daily activities, laun-
dry, housekeeping, transportation, hy-
giene, incontinence care, meals & 
more. 323-874-2166 or info@com-
fort-care.org

For Sale
LIFE FITNESS Treadmill - Paid 
$4000.00 New  will sacrifice 
$1600.00
Like new barely used.  Contact Mike 
@ 310-989-9444

LIFE Fitness Elliptical Cross-Trainer 
Paid $4000.00 New will sacrifice 
$1600.00
Like new barely used. Contact Mike 
@ 310-989-9444

NO MORE SPEEDING TICKETS. Invisible 
to RADAR - Legal Phazer Laser. Free 30 
days. Call 1-877-474-1056

SPA/HOT TUB 2008 Model. Neck Jets. 
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used. 
Can deliver. Worth $5950, sell for 
$1950 (310) 479-3054

SURFBOARD MC Coy 7'4" Gun first 
$200.00 takes it.  Contact Mike @ 
310-989-9444

Yard Sales
365 24TH st. SM. Thurs. 1/31/08 
9am-4pm. Moving Sale, N of Montana. 
stove, refrigerator, kitchen utensils, ce-
ramics, mattresses, children’s, patio, 
office, and other furniture. antiques, 
art, books, tools. Much More!

Computers
GET A NEW COMPUTER. Brand new lap-
tops & desktops. Bad or NO credit - No 
Problem. Smallest weekly payments 
available. It's yours NOW - Call 
1-800-624-1557.

Pets
Fish Tank  200 gallon  Huge Base just 
spent $800.00 on reupholstered 
Leather. Tank, Pumps, Base.   got to 
move  $500.00 Contact Mike @ 
310-989-9444

Mattresses
MEMORY FOAM Thera-Peutic NASA Mat-
tress: Q-$399, K-$499. Free Delivery. 
Warranty. 1-888-287-5337. (60 night 
trial) www.mattressdr.com

Education
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! Fast, afford-
able, accredited. FREE brochure. Call 
now! 1-800-532-6446, ext. 532 
www.continentalacademy.com

HIGH SCHOOL Diploma! Graduate in 4 
weeks! CALL TOLL FREE NOW! 
1 - 8 7 7 - 6 9 8 - 3 5 4 0 ,
www.southeasternHS.com

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA. Fast, afford-
able and accredited. Free brochure. Call 
now! 800-532-6546, ext.588. 
www.highschooldiploma10.com

Wanted

$ WANTED $
WARHOL-HARING
Signed Originals and

prints only!

zyart@pacbell.net
(310)533-9539 

WANTED! OLD GIBSON LES PAUL GUI-
TARS! Especially 1950's models! 
Fender, Gibson, Martin, Gretsch, D'An-
gelico, Rickenbacker, Stromberg, Ephi-
phone. (1900- 1970's) TOP DOLLAR 
PAID! Old FENDER AMPS! It's easy. Call 
toll free 1-866-433-8277 CALL TODAY.

Bookkeeping Services
QUICKBOOKS BOOKKEEPING service, 
personal or  businesses.  Online ver-
sion available.  Call 310 977-7935

For Rent
CULVER CITY 11621 Braddock Dr. unit 4  
2+1.5  Townhouse style. Stove, blinds, 
carpet, w/d hookups, patio, gated park-
ing, intercom entry, no pets, $1400. 
(310)967-4471 www.jkwproperties.com

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310) 869-7901

1011 Pico. 2BD-2BTH + LOFT. $2695 
1214 Idaho 3BD-1 3/4 BTH. $2,895
225 Montana 1BD-1.5 BTH. $1,995

PLEASE Visit our website 
for complete 
listings at:

www.howardmanagement.com

MAR VISTA $1600 spacious two 
bdrm/2bath lower. Patio. Parking. 
Stove, refrigerator, intercom entry, car-
pet, blinds, no pets. Centinela, near 
Palms. (310)456-5659

MAR VISTA 12450 unit 207 and 222 
Culver Blvd. $1125. Stove, fridge, 
blinds, carpet, utilities included, no 
pets, intercom entry, gated parking, 
(888)414-7778 www.jkwproperties.com

For Rent
PALMS 3540 Overland unit 1 $1000 (no 
parking) and  unit 6,$1050 (parking)
Stove, fridge, carpet, blinds, laundry, 
one year lease, no pets. (310)578-7512 
www.jkwproperties.com

PDR SINGLE apt. on the sand, xlnt 
cond, deck, partially furnished $1350. 
incl. util. No pets. (310)821-4261

SANTA MONICA, $1495, 2 Bdrms, 1 
Bath, NO Pets, Stove, Refrigerator, 
Parking. 1935 Cloverfield Blvd. #16, 
Open Daily for viewing 9am-7pm. Addi-
tional info in Unit. Manager in #19

SM 3+2, lower, walk to beach and
Main st. Tandem cvrd parking, we. & 
tile floors. F/p appls. W/d 733 Hill st. 
$2650. No pets. (310)569-4200

WESTCHESTER 6707 W. 86th place f, 
upper, bright unit, $1400 2bdrm/1ba 
d/w microwave, carpet blinds, laundry, 
gated parking no pets (310)578-7512 
www.jkwproperties.com

Apartment Wanted
DR. RETIRED non-smoker, no children, 
no pets seeks SM summer rental. Sim-
ple, modest, reasonable, 928-300-0843

Roommates
SANTA MONICA room for rent, share 
2-story townhouse female look-
ing for female. Full-house privileges. 
Furnished, 1 bdrm 1.5bath. Walk to the 
beach, parking. $1000/month, $1000 
deposit; utilities included. Arizona and 
9th. Available now. Call Kim 
310.926.9727.

Commercial Lease
SANTA MONICA 1327 Ocean Avenue
Office space available
$3000 Oceanview Penthouse with 
large balcony
$2500 Oceanview 225 sq. ft.
$2000 250 sq. ft.
$1000 Bungalow

All utilities included except phone and 
cable.
310.395.1323

SANTA MONICA 2941 Main Street. 
Creative office space 
$750-$1000/month. 
Parking available. 
MDR 13322 Washington 500-1900 sq. 
ft. office space for lease. 
PAR Commercial 
(310)395-2663.xt.112

Real Estate
NORTH CAROLINA Mountains. New log 
cabin shell on 2 wooded acres, only 
$99,900. FREE BROCHURE of Moun-
tain& Riverfront acreage. Financing. 
828-652-8700

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

$5.50 A DAY LINER ADS! CALL TODAY

BOLD IT! MAKE YOUR AD STAND OUT

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

$5.50 A DAY LINER ADS! CALL TODAY

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737
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Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

Shop our easy-to-use directory  for services of every kind. 

Post your serv ices by call ing today !

Prepay your ad today! 458-7737(310)

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm                      LOCATION 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, CA 90401

Real Estate

Storage Space
GARAGE FOR rent. approx 9x17’, storage 
only, Lockable swing door $150/mo. 
2mo security. 18th/Pico (310)663-9923

Automotive
$500 POLICE IMPOUNDS Tax repos, DEA, 
more! Also Trucks, SUVs, more! For list-
ings 1-800-425-1620x1084

WANTED JAPANESE MOTORCYCLES KA-
WASAKI,1970-1980, Z1-900, KZ900, 
KZ1000, H2-750, H1-500, S1-250, 
S2-250, S2-350, S3-400. CASH PAID. 
1-800-772-1142. 1-310-721-0726.

Business Opps
ABSOLUTELY ALL Cash! Do you earn 
$800/day? Vending route. 30 machines 
+ candy. $9,995. 1-800-807-6485. 
(Void/SD,CT,MD)

EBAY RESELLERS Needed. $$$$$ 
Weekly. Use your home computer/laptop. 
No experience required. Call 
1-800-706-1803 x5246

FREE CASH GRANTS/PROGRAMS! $700 - 
$800,000++ **2008** NEVER REPAY! 
Personal/Medical Bills, Business, 
School/House. Almost Everyone quali-
fies! Live Operators! AVOID DEADLINES! 
Listings, 1-800-270-1213, Ext. 279

NOW HIRING HOME TYPISTS. $5000 
guaranteed in 30 days. Apply online: 
www.Job861.com

STARBUCKS TYPE. Local Distributorship. 
Guaranteed Accts. Huge Profit Potential. 
Free info. 24/7, 1-800-729-4212

Health/Beauty
VIAGRA/CIALIS, 40 PILLS, $99.00; 40 
PILLS, $99.00. VIAGRA/CIALIS. 
888-942-2262. WESAVEONDRUGS.COM

Medical
ARE YOU THE FATHER? 100% accurate 
AABB accredited lab DNA paternity test 
using mouth swabs for $265, with or 
without the mother. Chewing gum, 
cigarette butts or other special samples 
or tests are additional. 1-888-875-7574 
www.DNATestingCentre.com

Medical
MEDICAL EQUIPMENT. New feather-
weight motorized wheelchair at no cost, 
if eligible. Medical /Private insurance 
accepted. 800-693-8896. ENK Mobile

Financial
LAWSUIT CASH - Get cash for your per-
sonal injury settlement or work comp 
case. 866-709-1100, www.glofin.com

NEED A LOAN? No credit - BAD credit - 
Bankruptcy - Repossession - Personal 
Loans - Auto Loans - Consolidation 
Loans AVAILABLE! "We have been help-
ing people with credit problems since 
1991". Call 1-800-654-1816. 

Massage

5’2” HOURGLASS Figure offers 
full-body sensual massage. Very pri-
vate, very discreet. Incall/ Outcall 
special rate, Crystal (310) 339-6709.

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your body, 
mind, spirit.  Therapeutic bodywork/en-
ergy healing. Strictly non-sexual. Intro-
ductory specials $68.00. Lynda, L.M.T. 
(310) 749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and tender 
relaxing body work by mature Europen. 
Very Professional, Sonja 
(310) 397-0433.

Personals

��
Talk to a Model

24HRS.
310-424-5787

Cust. Asst.:
949-999-5900

$10–17 for 15 min.
Credit/Debit cards/Checks by Phone

www.USLove.com

Notices
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR CHANGE 
IN OWNERSHIP OF ALCOHOLIC BEVER-
AGE LICENSE(S)
Date of Filing Application: Jan. 25, 2008
To Whom it may concern:
The Name(s) of the Applicant(s) is/are: 
WOKCANO SANTA MONICA, INC
The applicants listed above are applying to 
the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Con-
trol to sell alcoholic beverages at: 1413 
5TH ST., SANTA MONICA, CA. 
90401-2401
Type of License(s) Applied for: 47 – 
ON-SALE GENERAL EATING PLACE. 68- 
PORTABLE BAR
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control 
INGLEWOOD.
SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS 1/30/2008

Notices Notices

Notice of Intention to Circulate Petition

Notice is hereby given by the persons whose 
names appear below of their intention to circu-
late the petition within the City of Santa Monica 
for the purpose of placing limits on the amount of 
commercial development allowed in our city each 
year.  A statement of the reasons for the proposed 
action as contemplated in the petition is as fol-
lows:

∑ Santa Monica is only 8 square miles, yet it is 
one of the most densely populated and traffic 
congested cities in Southern California.  Exces-
sive development and an explosion of new office 
and commercial buildings have brought in too 
much traffic and threaten to change the very na-
ture of our beach community.  For example: 

- Between 1980 and 2007, our city witnessed an 
unprecedented expansion in commercial develop-
ment, adding more than 9,000,000 square feet of 
new office, retail, and industrial space.  This is 
the square footage equivalent of adding over 16 
Santa Monica Place malls.
- This flood of development has negatively im-

Vehicles for sale

SUZUKI ATV 250  2004, Used 3 Times 
looks and rides brand new wife's 
quad first  $2700.00 takes it.
Contact Mike @ 310-989-9444

Vehicles for sale
ELECTRIC CAR Santa Monica Street 
Legal 2007 Barely used Perfect condi-
tion, Silver Metallic, Looks like H3 
Hummer fully loaded. Paid $15,000 
will sacrifice $9950.00   Contact Mike 
@ 310-989-9444

pacted our city, our neighborhoods, and Santa 
Monica residents by increasing traffic conges-
tion, parking problems, pollution, and demands 
on our infrastructure.
- Commercial development typically generates at 
least three to four times the amount of traffic as 
residential.
- The vision of the 1984 General Plan to promote 
commercial growth has been met and exceeded 
by this unprecedented pace of development.
- Since 1995, growth in commercial space (office, 
retail, and industrial uses such as studio and 
post production facilities) has averaged 160,000 
square feet per year, the square footage equiva-
lent of adding one new Santa Monica Place mall 
to our city every three and a half years.
- Growth is expected to continue at this pace for 
the next 20 years, adding approximately 
3,200,000 square feet of new commercial devel-
opment, or the square footage equivalent of al-
most six new Santa Monica Place malls, to our 
already congested city.
- Continued unsustainable development at this 
level will have dire impacts on traffic and on 
Santa Monica residents’ quality of life.

∑ This measure will put residents back in control 
of our city by putting a reasonable, common 
sense limit on future non-residential develop-
ment.  Specifically:

- This measure will cut Santa Monica’s projected 
commercial growth in half. 
- This measure exempts residential, schools, and 
other uses vital to the well being of our commu-
nity.    
- By capping annual commercial development at 
a level that allows a reasonable rate of growth, 
this measure will ensure that our city has the 
time to develop the physical, economic, and so-
cial infrastructure to keep pace with develop-
ment.
- This measure will give our city the opportunity 
to create a competitive selection process for po-
tential commercial development, resulting in 
high-quality projects that best meet our commu-
nity’s goals and objectives.
- This measure will prevent the massive over-de-
velopment of our neighborhoods and ensure that 
residents have a say in the future of our city.

Signed by:
/s/

Diana Gordon
Co-Chair
Santa Monica Coalition for a Livable City
(“SMCLC”)

/s/
Elizabeth Riel
President
North of Montana  Association
(“NOMA”)

/s/
Ted Winterer
President
Ocean Park Association

(“OPA”)

The City Attorney has prepared the following title 
and summary of the chief purpose and points of 
the proposed measure:

BALLOT MEASURE AMENDING THE LAND USE ELE-
MENT OF THE GENERAL PLAN TO ESTABLISH AN 
ANNUAL LIMIT ON COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
WITHIN SANTA MONICA UNTIL 2023 

This measure would amend the Land Use Element 
of the City’s General Plan to limit commercial de-
velopment in Santa Monica for the stated pur-
pose of addressing traffic congestion.  The limit 
would be 75,000 square feet of floor area per cal-
endar year.  Floor area would be calculated pur-
suant to local law in effect on January 16, 2008.

The measure specifies that the limit on commer-
cial development would not apply to the following 
uses: residential, parking, schools, child and 
senior day care facilities, hospitals and other 
specified care facilities, places of worship, and 
government facilities.  Additionally, the limit is 
expressly made inapplicable to “neighborhood-
serving goods, services or retail 
uses” located on the ground floor of a housing 
development if 100% of the dwelling units in the 
development are designated “affordable” by the 
City.  Additionally, the limit would be inapplicable 
to any project that does not require approval of 
the Planning Commission or City Council under 
either state law or under local law in effect on 
January 16, 2008.  The measure includes exemp-
tions for any project with a vested right of devel-
opment and for any use beyond local voters’ 
regulatory power.  The measure also states that 
an exemption would apply in any instance where 
six-sevenths of the Council finds that applying 
the limit would cause an unconstitutional “tak-
ing” of the owner’s property.   

Projects that are subject to the limit but replace 
or remodel existing buildings could receive a 
“credit” for some or all of the existing building’s 
floor area.  This credit would reflect the fact that 
the site already generates traffic.  Availability of 
this credit would depend upon a comparison of 
traffic to be generated by the new building and 
traffic generated by the existing building.  The 
measure establishes the formula for comparison.

The measure would authorize the City to exceed 
the limit in a given year by “borrowing” from the 
next four years, but the yearly average for any five 
year period could not exceed the limit.  

The measure would remain in effect through 
2023 unless amended or repealed by the voters.  
The measure would require the City to make 
changes in local law and policy necessary to ef-
fectuate the measure’s provisions.  

***

Independence in the privacy 
and comfort of your own home. 

Affordable Non-Medical In-Home Care. 
Choose any or all of our affordable services:

� Companionship
� Meal Preparation

� Housekeeping 

� Grocery Shopping
� Transportation

� Laundry & Errands 
Our friendly caregivers are fully screened, bonded, and insured

(310)301-4869 
or (323)244-1993

comprehensivehomecare.biz

Trained in Family Therapy by
Carl Whitaker, M.D. & Walter Kempler, M.D.

DR. LEN BERGANTINO
Clinical Psychology

FAMILY THERAPY IN YOUR HOME
Dipolomate in Family Psychology

American Board of Professional Psychology

PSY 3887 Call (310) 207-9397

Services

MICHAELA CLEANING Service:  Houses, 
apartments,offices. Affordable, Consis-
tent Honest.  Discounts for repeat cus-
tomers.  Pet sitting too!  323-428-7278

Accounting

Taxes, Cost
Accounting, and

Bookkeeping

� For individuals, small 

businesses and corporations

� Formation of S corporations

and taxes for entertainment

professionals

� Good Rates

Call John 
at Accounting Task Force

760-835-3266
Se Habla Espanol

Gen. Contracting

A/C 
CONSTRUCTION

General Construction
Commercial & Residential

Remodel & Add ons
Honest.  Reliable.

FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

Graphic/Web Design

$$ Bestt Websitee 
Deall Ever!! $

• Domain Name
• Hosting
• Unlimited Email
• Website Builder
(build and maintain
your own sites)
no need to pay 
webmaster fees

Try Our Services 
7 Days For Free

www.freedom.ws/breathefreely.

$10
per month

Services

Handyman

HHandyy Man

• Carpentry
• Frame/Finish 

• Foundation/Concrete 
• DryWall, Paint, Elec.
• Lighting Landscape
• Hardscape Furniture
• Architectural Design

• Plans & Permits
-Green & Sustainable

-Free Consultation
-Unlicensed

10% off 1st Job
27 Years exp.

Calll (310)) 430-2806

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
SPECIALISTS IN ALL 

DAMAGE REPAIR

Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

LIC# 888736
“HOME SWEET HOME”

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

Services

Moving

Movers with Style, Inc.
CAL T-190313 CA 338038

Licensed & Insured

On-Time & Dependable
Last Minute Moves

Great Rates 
www.moverswithstyle.com

For a Stress-Free  
Moving Experience

CALL  310-397-1616

Therapy

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILLL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

(310)) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com
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