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BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

A man escaped a police chase early
Monday after he carjacked a woman on
Third Street and California Avenue.

Just after 2 a.m., a woman was
approached by a man, pretending to have a
gun, and demanded her purse and car
keys, according to Santa Monica Police
Lt. Frank Fabrega. The man stole the dark-
colored Alpha Romeo and headed south.

Within minutes of the call to police,
officers spotted the vehicle near Lincoln

Boulevard and Santa Monica Boulevard.
Police followed the car on Broadway
headed east until the suspect abandoned it
on the 1200 block of Broadway. He then
fled on foot.

Despite police blocking off the area,
the suspect managed to elude officers.
The woman’s belongings and the car were
returned to her.

The suspect is described as a black
male, 5” 10” tall, with a heavy build, dark
complexion and dark eyes. At the time of
the incident, he was wearing dark clothes,
a nylon-type ski mask and a baseball cap.

Carjacking suspect
eludes police officers

Businesses back school bond measure
Santa Monica College wants
$160M to renovate campus
BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

Santa Monica College has the backing of local busi-
nesses for the school’s $160 million bond measure this
spring.

The Santa Monica Chamber of Commerce board
voted unanimously Tuesday to support “Measure U,”
said the chamber’s executive director Kathryn Dodson. 

“We feel it’s going to be good for the future of Santa
Monica,” she said. “We think it will enhance business
here.”

Santa Monica and Malibu residents will be asked in
March to approve the bond so SMC can use the money to
renovate buildings at the aging campus on Pico
Boulevard. It also would partially fund  the purchase of

the 10-acre BAE Systems property that the college
recently bought for $30 million near the airport for a
satellite campus and more parking.

The bond’s average cost to taxpayers would be $1.12
per month for renters and $77 per year for the average
homeowner in Santa Monica and Malibu, according to

Graham Pope, the co-chair for the committee supporting
the measure.

The bond issue in the first year is estimated at $16.21
per $100,000 in assessed valuation and the average cost
over the bond’s life will be $19.21 per $100,000. 

A facilities assessment completed earlier this year out-
lined 21 projects at the college. Priorities are to replace
the earthquake-damaged liberal arts building and tempo-
rary buildings with modern labs and classrooms.
Facilities for the nursing, environmental studies, earth
sciences and math programs also need upgrades and
improvements are needed to meet standards for campus
lighting, security and the American Disabilities Act.

Other pressing needs are to find space for student
parking and the emeritus college program, which is
geared to students ages 55 years or older.

The emeritus program is housed on the ground floor of
a city parking structure on Second Street. But the city has
plans to turn the property into a park at Santa Monica

“We feel it’s going to be good 
for the future of Santa Monica.

We think it will enhance 
business here.”

— KATHRYN DODSON
Santa Monica Chamber of Commerce

See SMC, page 3

Elementary school
security recommended
Superintendent to ask school board to hire full
time guards at elementary schools 
BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Special to the Daily Press

Officials are expected to recommend that the school district hire full time security guards
to patrol and monitor entrances at every elementary school in Santa Monica and Malibu.

Security policies enacted at the middle and high school level would be extended to
elementary schools, with guards patrolling the hallways and watching the schools’ mul-
tiple entrances.

“We need to deal with putting paid people at the gates,” said school superintendent

Make love to the camera!

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
Los Angeles-based model Paul Locatelli poses for the camera on the
Promenade Tuesday. He will appear in International Male Catalog, a men’s
clothing publication.See SECURITY, page 3
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ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★ Finally you can instrument more of your desires.
Others run with the ball, excited about your ideas. Your
skills and willingness to work with others’ views under-
scores you as a winner. Fatigue hits midday. No won-
der, considering how hard you have worked. Tonight:
Get some extra zzz’s. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★ Your intuition drives a hard bargain, drawing
the results you want. A previously difficult associate
surprises you with his or her positive response. Be care-
ful with the financial ramifications of any agreement.
You could get the short end of the stick if you’re not
aware. Tonight: Find a favorite playmate.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★★ Deal with personal and domestic matters first,
as they dominate your thoughts anyway. You know
exactly what to do to please someone close to you.
Establish a stronger bond between the two of you. An
investment comes forward. Weigh the pros and cons.
Tonight: Go back to the basics. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★ You naturally do the right thing at the right
moment. Consider opportunities that surround your
work. Someone will back you with an idea. Instincts
guide you all day. Avoid self-criticism and insecurity.
You can do it. Express positive energy. Tonight: At a
favorite spot. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★ Your ability to research and find answers helps
convince someone about the “rightness” of your ideas
and/or project. Spread good news. Sit on bad news for
a while. Given time, new information comes forward.
Carefully consider alternatives rather than feeding your
funds into an investment. Tonight: Pay bills first.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★★ You might not realize the power of an invest-
ment or partnership. Your efforts pay off. Work with a
partner to gain the positive results you want. Invest
more time in what counts for you. A boss or higher-up
pressures you. Tonight: Do your thing.

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have: 
★★★★★ -Dynamic  ★★★★ -Positive  ★★★ -Average  ★★ -So-so  ★ -Difficult

Sag: in the limelight tonight!

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★ A partner directs his or her outrage, encouraging
action and brainstorming. Though your first instinct
might be to back off, you don’t have to. Work with this
person. Don’t exaggerate how you feel or make more of
a situation. You will gain a better perspective soon.
Tonight: Mosey on home. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★★ Work for the group. In fact, a scheduled meet-
ing with many brings better results than individual dis-
cussions. Your never-ending efforts demonstrate that you
stand behind your words. Others ultimately trust your
judgment and ideas. Tonight: Where your friends are. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★ Bosses act on their power. Listen well, espe-
cially as these people mean everything they say.
Brainstorm away. Allow the creative process to take
place. Don’t allow a partner’s news to get the best of
you. Consider alternatives with this person. Tonight: In
the limelight. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★ Your ability to read between the lines helps you
see the inevitable in a different light. A family member
throws quite the tantrum to get what he or she wants.
You might decide that it’s easier to give in. Help a part-
ner or pal spread his or her good news. Tonight: Don’t
work late. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★ Handle others in your uniquely happy style.
One-on-one relating suggests you go in a different
direction. Creativity allows solutions in the workplace.
Allow others to chip in with their ideas. A child or loved
one might be unusually sour or touchy. Tonight: Go
along with someone’s plans.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★ Listen to others with care. Often you might not
agree with their logic, though you say little. If feeling
unappreciated, recognize how much you create this feel-
ing yourself. Express your ingenuity and creativity in all
segments of your life. Tonight: Say “yes” to a request.

“And that’s the world in a nutshell —
an appropriate receptacle.”

— Stan Dunn

QUOTE of the DAY

PUBLISHER
Ross Furukawa . . . . . . . .ross@smdp.com

EDITOR
Carolyn Sackariason  . . .sack@smdp.com

PRODUCTION MANAGER
Del Pastrana . . . . . . . . . . .del@smdp.com

CLASSIFIED REPRESENTATIVE
Angela Downen . . . . . .angela@smdp.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Steve Kenedy  . . . . . . . .steve@smdp.com

CIRCULATION MANAGER
Kiutzu Cruz  . . . . . . . . .kiutzu@smdp.com

PUBLIC RELATIONS
Jennifer (JT) Tate . . . . . . . . .jt@smdp.com

TEST SUBJECT
Dave Danforth  . . . . . . . .dave@smdp.com

Published Monday through Saturday
Phone: 310.458.PRESS(7737) • Fax: 310.576.9913

530 Wilshire Blvd., Suite #200 • Santa Monica, CA 90401

Today ... Sunny High—55°F Low—37°F
Tomorrow ... Mostly Sunny High—59°F Low—38°F
Friday ... Partly Cloudy High—63°F Low—41°F

WEATHER

Looking for the 
Daily Press?

The Santa Monica Daily Press is a free newspaper that is 
circulated throughout all six commercial zones 

within the Santa Monica city limits.

Hundreds of copies can be found in 
news racks at these local businesses:

Main Street Locations:

• Jamba Juice

• Lula’s

• Omelette Parlor

• Breakfast Counter

• Coffee Bean

• Wildflower

• Starbucks

• B&B Delicatessen

• Santa Monica Library

• Surf Liquor

• Mani’s Bakery

• Peet’s Coffee Patio

• L&K Market

• Star Liquor
This is not a complete list.

You can find more copies in these areas:

• Montana Avenue Commercial Zone
• Santa Monica Boulevard  
• the Downtown Commercial Core 

(including Third Street Promenade)
• Wilshire Boulevard
• Lincoln Commercial District.

Additional circulation points include:

• Major Hotels on Ocean Avenue
• Retail businesses on the Boardwalk 

and Santa Monica Pier districts 
• Commercial zones on Pico and Ocean Park Boulevard.

If you are interested in becoming a distribution point (it’s free and gives your customers 
just one more reason to come in), please call 310-458-PRESS (7737) x 104

1220 3rd St. Promenade
Santa Monica
310.395.5538

Wednesday’s

Special!

Fish-n-Chips
ALL DAY LONG!
Tomorrow...Salmon Special!

$5.95



LOCAL
Santa Monica Daily Press �Wednesday, January 30, 2002 � Page 3

Since 1967

QQuuaalliittyy  &&  VVaalluuee  AAllwwaayyss!!

EEnnjjooyy  tthhee  BBeesstt

VVaalluuee  iinn

BBrreeaakkffaasstt  &&

LLuunncchh  EEvveerryyddaayy

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

310-399-7892
2732 Main St.
Santa Monica

By The Associated Press

MALIBU — Coastal activists are pressing music
mogul David Geffen to open the gates to a never opened
public walkway alongside his estate property to the
beach.

Access for All, a new nonprofit activist group, wants
Geffen to make good on a promise of access if the route
is properly maintained. Access for All has agreed to
maintain the walkway.

The Coastal Act allows nonprofit groups to open and

maintain beach access routes.
The group picked the 9-foot-wide easement on the

edge of Geffen’s property as a test case because it lies in
the heart of a three-mile stretch of Malibu coastline that
is walled off by an unbroken string of beach houses.

“If Mr. Geffen will stand behind his offer to open
access, then we want to do this in the most sensitive,
tasteful and gentle fashion,” said Steve Hoye, a former
Sierra Club fund-raiser who formed Access for All.

If Geffen doesn’t respond, Hoye said he is prepared
for a fight.

Geffen declined comment, his spokesman Andy
Spahn said Monday. Spahn did say he wanted to meet
with Access for All to discuss the group’s plans.

“We are interested in sitting down with them,” Spahn
said.

Property records show Geffen made an “irrevocable
offer to dedicate public access” in 1983 in exchange for
a permit to remodel his home on Carbon Beach.

Hoye said he wants to install automatic time locks on
the wooden gates so they open at sunrise and close at
sunset. If the walkway is opened, it will be the first new
public access in Malibu since 1981, when Los Angeles
County unveiled the Zonker Harris Access Way about
1,000 feet up the coast.

Coastal activist prepared to fight
music mogul for beach access

“If Mr. Geffen will stand behind his
offer to open access, then we want

to do this in the most sensitive,
tasteful and gentle fashion.”

— STEVE HOYE
Access for All

John Deasy. “There should be more of a security pres-
ence at all of our elementary schools.”

Deasy declined to comment on specifics of the staff’s
proposal, which will be presented at next Wednesday’s
board of education meeting, saying only that there would
be a budget impact.

“There’s a funding factor to take into consideration,”
he said. “Depending on what the board decides, will

impact the budget differently.”
Parents of children attending Roosevelt Elementary

School testified before the school board last week that
they feared for their children’s safety. They cited inci-
dences of violent crime in their neighborhood and two
recent security breaches at the school as examples.

“Wow, this is great news,” said Mary Beth De Lucia,
a parent of a child attending Roosevelt Elementary
School. She has advocated hiring security guards at the
elementary school level. “This is so cool.”

De Lucia, a local freelance photographer, helped
organize and staff the all-volunteer security patrol cur-
rently in place at Roosevelt, located at Lincoln Boulevard
and Montana Avenue.

“But it’s too much of a responsibility for volunteers,”
she said. “To really protect our kids we need full time
guards.”

Last May, a man broke into the elementary school and
held a boy in a bathroom stall for 10 minutes before
authorities could intervene. Then last December another
strange man broke into the school looking for a boy he
had “befriended” during recess. 

One parent pointed out that nearly 50 sexual predators
lived in Santa Monica’s four zip codes and that almost 90
percent of them preyed on children younger than 14 years
old.

Another parent, George Rosenthal, was so concerned
with safety at Roosevelt, he paid to have a camera system
installed to monitor the school’s main entrance.
However, there is nobody available to watch the camera
at all times.

Currently the Santa Monica Malibu Unified School
District posts security guards at the middle and high
schools. The city’s police department provides two
resource police officers from the Youth Service Division
to work in the schools.

De Lucia said after parents approached the school
board, administrators asked for her help in researching
what kind of security surrounding school districts are
provided at the elementary level and in writing grant
requests to the state and federal government. 

But she said she had no idea her work could make so
much happen so quickly.

“This is so great. This is what I have been telling
everybody we need to do. I was going to keep going until
something was done, but I thought it would take a lot
more time,” said De Lucia. “Parents at Roosevelt are
going to be thrilled. There is a wide spread anxiety
among parents concerning safety. This will be a great
deal of relief to them.”

Parents win over administration in plea for security
SECURITY, from page 1

Airport, where students park and ride shuttles to the
main campus a mile away.

Pope said having the support of businesses is impor-
tant to SMC because the commercial area is a large tax
base for the city and business owners are assessed on the
value of their properties.

“This measure is probably one of the most important
measure to SMC in a long, long time,” he said. “It will
provide a mecca of modernization for the campus.”

SMC’s campuses are bursting at the seams with more
than 32,000 students enrolled. 

Renovations are expected to be completed over the
next 10 to 12 years. The college’s last bond issue was for
$22 million in 1992 to build an addition to the science
building and library. Most of the buildings on campus
are more than 50 years old.

The measure will need a 55 percent approval from res-
idents in Santa Monica and Malibu to pass. Proposition
39, approved by California voters in November 2000,
decreased the percentage needed to pass a bond measure
from 66 and two-thirds percent to 55 percent. It also lim-
its the maximum annual cost to $25 per $100,000 of
assessed valuation.

SMC, from page 1

Bond needs 55 percent approval 

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
A city worker skims the water on the Promenade for the previous day’s dirt.
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By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Veteran satellite TV
executive Jim Ramo has been named chief
executive officer of a joint venture formed
by five major movie studios to offer films
over the Internet.

The new company will be called
Movielink and is expected to launch by the
end of the year.

The company was formed last year and is
owned equally by Sony Pictures
Entertainment, Universal Studios,
Paramount Pictures, Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
and Warner Bros.

Movielink will used technology devel-
oped by Sony, and formerly dubbed
“MovieFly,” to offer movies that can be
downloaded over high-speed Internet lines
and played on computers using security
tools and movie players from Real
Networks and Microsoft.

Consumers will be charged a one-time

fee, similar to the cost of renting a video, for
a license to watch the movie for a set time.
Each studio will determine when their films
will become available and at what price

Ramo has a long career in satellite televi-
sion. He was a vice president of DirecTV
from 1990 to 1997 and served as an execu-
tive at TVN Entertainment, a pay-per-view
program supplier.

Most recently, he was a consultant for a
new media venture capital fund.

A rival venture has been formed by The
Walt Disney Co. and News Corp. The com-
pany, called Movies.com, plans to offer
movies over the Internet and hopes to launch
a cable television service as well.

Both efforts say they will have non-exclu-
sive agreement with studios for their films.

Despite such assurances, the
Department of Justice’s antitrust division is
examining both ventures for possible
antitrust violations.

Ramo named CEO of movie
studios Internet venture 

Global Crossing defends
troubled company’s vision
BY SIMON AVERY
AP Business Writer

LOS ANGELES — When AT&T
needed an undersea cable to link the
United States with Europe in 1997, Gary
Winnick saw an opportunity.

The former Wall Street financier start-
ed Global Crossing Ltd., and in just more
than a year the company was selling space
on its new high-speed voice and data link.
It raised billions of dollars to create a
worldwide fiber optics network.

The vision propelled Winnick and
many of his early investors into the realm
of the super wealthy. For a brief time,
Winnick became known as the richest
man in Los Angeles, with an estimated
worth of $6 billion.

On Monday, burdened by a $12.4 bil-
lion debt, Global Crossing became the
largest telecom firm ever to file for bank-
ruptcy protection in the U.S.

Today, lenders that include J.P.
Morgan, Merrill Lynch, Citigroup and
SBC Communications are scrambling to
recover a fraction of their original invest-
ments. Shareholders gave Global
Crossing a value of $55 billion in its hey-
day, greater than General Motors at the
time, but are unlikely to get anything, the
company said.

Global Crossing insists Winnick’s
strategy of wrapping the globe in 100,000
miles of fiber optics and selling it directly
to telecoms and Internet service providers
was sound. Rather, the idea fell victim to
unforeseen events.

“In the last six months, it’s almost a
perfect storm kind of environment.
Everything crashed at once,” said Dan
Cohrs, Global Crossing’s chief financial
officer.

The elements acting against the com-
pany, he said, included the recession, a
drop in demand for high-speed data trans-
mission, rising debt among the carriers
and the collapse of other upstart telecom
firms that soured the banking environ-
ment.

“The vision was not fundamentally
flawed,” Cohrs said. “It wasn’t just some
starry-eyed vision. This was all backed up

by some very detailed studies and finan-
cial forecasts. Everybody bought into
these forecasts.”

Global Crossing spent nearly $15 bil-
lion over the last five years to build the
most far-reaching and up-to-date fiber
network in the world. It spans four conti-
nents and 27 countries and claims more
than 100,000 customers.

The project was more far-reaching than
what traditional telephone carriers were
prepared to launch in 1997.

Winnick, 54, has never lacked ambi-
tion or drive. His office in Beverly Hills is
reportedly a replica of the Oval Office.

In 1998, Winnick paid what is believed
to be the highest price ever for a single-
family home in the United States. He
spent more than $60 million for a four-
acre estate in Bel Air, a tony neighbor-
hood in Los Angeles, and then proceeded
with some $30 million worth of renova-
tions.

“Money’s no fun unless you spread it
around,” he told BusinessWeek in 2000.

His company went public in August
1998, with shares closing at a split-adjust-
ed $9.50 the first day. Within seven
months, the price hit $64. Winnick cashed
in more than $600 million worth of stock
over the next several years.

When the company filed for bankrupt-
cy protection, the shares sold for about 30
cents. The 8 percent of outstanding shares
Winnick still owns are worth about $10
million.

In the early days, Global Crossing
attracted a distinguished set of investors,
including former president George Bush
and Terry McAuliffe, chairman of the
Democratic National Committee.

Last year, the bloom began falling off
the rose. Some investors launched suits
claiming that Global Crossing and its
underwriters illegally pumped up the
price of the stock — a charge the compa-
ny has denied.

In the last quarter for which it reported,
ended Sept. 30, Global Crossing lost $3.3
billion on revenue of $286 million as
demand for high bandwidth cable plum-
meted still further.



INTERNATIONAL�NATIONAL
Santa Monica Daily Press �Wednesday, January 30, 2002 � Page 5

By The Associated Press

Saudi Arabia remains a friend of the United States, but
the kingdom is forced to keep its distance because of
Washington’s support of Israel in the conflict with the
Palestinians, the de facto Saudi ruler said in interviews pub-
lished Tuesday.

Crown Prince Abdullah also said Osama bin Laden was
a “deviant” who brainwashed young Saudi men to partici-
pate in the Sept. 11 terror attacks in an attempt to ruin U.S.-
Saudi ties.

Abdullah told the New York Times and Washington Post
in an interview conducted Monday in the Saudi capital
Riyadh that he was critical of U.S. Mideast policy out of
concern from U.S. “credibility.”

“America has a duty to follow its conscience to reject
repression,” Abdullah was quoted as saying.

“As a member of my community, it is very difficult for
me to accept what is happening in the (Palestinian) territo-
ries because it is inhumane and violates basic principles and
tenets,” he said.

“In the current environment, we find it very difficult to
defend America, and so we keep our silence. Because, to be
very frank with you, how can we defend America?” he said.

In Washington, White House press secretary Ari
Fleischer acknowledged that differences existed over the
issue of Israel and the Palestinians.

“Just as our relations are with many nations, there are
many things we agree on. There are others we disagree on
and the approach to the Middle East — to peace with Israel
and the Arab neighbors — that’s an issue on which there is
disagreement,” Fleischer said Tuesday.

In the wake of the Sept. 11 attacks on the United States,
many Arabs, while condemning terrorism, have suggested
the United States brought the violence on itself because it
is perceived as blindly siding with Israel in the Jewish
state’s confrontation with Palestinians.

Bin Laden, the top suspect in the attacks on the World
Trade Center and the Pentagon, has tried to exploit Arab
resentment by portraying himself as a champion of the
Palestinian cause.

U.S. media reports and some members of Congress have
accused Saudi Arabia of not doing enough to support the
Washington-led anti-terrorism campaign. The criticism
stems partly from the kingdom’s failure to make any arrests
directly related to the terror attacks — though 15 of the 19
suicide hijackers were believed to be Saudi.

Asked about the 15 Saudis involved in the attack,
Abdullah said bin Laden, who was stripped of Saudi citi-

zenship in the 1990s “picked young Saudis, and he was
able to brainwash them, he was able to program them for
an evil cause.”

“A deviant is a deviant regardless of his nationality. Bin
Laden is a deviant regardless of his nationality,” said
Abdullah, who took over many leadership tasks in Saudi
Arabia in 1995 after his half brother King Fahd suffered a
stroke.

“Bin Laden’s objective was to drive a wedge between
the kingdom and the United States,” he said. “I believe that
what happened — the tragedy — was nor the fault of either
government, but was a crime committed by an evil person
who wanted to create trouble between two governments.”

U.S. stance on Israel keeps Saudi allies at a distance

Associated Press
An Israeli border police officer monitors Jaffa Street, site of this week’s bombing attack, from the rooftop
of a building on Tuesday. With streets in downtown Jerusalem mostly empty, Israel's national security
adviser Uzi Dayan was to submit a plan Tuesday aimed at preventing Palestinian militants from infiltrat-
ing Jerusalem from the West Bank.

BY RICHARD PYLE
Associated Press Writer

NEW YORK — Although pledged to
help win the release of kidnapped Wall
Street Journal reporter Daniel Pearl, the
U.S. government will never negotiate with
his abductors in Pakistan, says a former
journalist who endured a similar kidnap-
ping in the 1980s.

“There is nothing that the American
government can or will give them,” said
Terry Anderson, a former Associated
Press bureau chief who spent nearly
seven years as a hostage of Islamic
extremists in Lebanon. “They have to
understand that kidnapping journalists is
not a useful tactic.”

Meanwhile, in Pakistan, officials said
Tuesday they have an investigative team in
place to search for Pearl, who went miss-
ing on Jan. 23.

“The government of Pakistan is utiliz-
ing all means available to find the abduct-
ed person and bring the criminals to jus-
tice,” said Maj. Gen. Rashid Quereshi, a
spokesman for Pakistani President Pervez
Musharraf.

Press reports in Pakistan said police
were questioning everyone who had met
with Pearl since his arrival a few weeks
ago. In Rawalpindi, police raided the
home of Khalid Khawaja, described as a
Muslim activist, but he was not there, the
reports said.

On Monday, White House spokesman
Ari Fleischer said that U.S. and Pakistani
officials were working jointly to gain
Pearl’s freedom.

Pearl, 38, was abducted while on
assignment in Karachi, Pakistan, by a pre-
viously unknown group, the National
Movement for the Restoration of
Pakistani Sovereignty. It later e-mailed
photos of Pearl and a list of demands
including better treatment of terrorist sus-
pects held by U.S. authorities at
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Steve Goldstein, a vice president and
spokesman for Dow Jones, the Journal’s
parent organization, said the Journal has

had no direct contact with Pearl’s abduc-
tors and declined to comment on efforts to
gain his release.

Anderson was taken hostage in Beirut
in March, 1985 by the pro-Iran
Hezbollah faction. He spent 6 1/2 years
in captivity during which time U.S. offi-
cials refused to negotiate for his release
on grounds that it could encourage more
abductions.

That strategy proved its value through
a decline in hostage-taking of journalists
for political causes, he said.

“The night before they released me,
my captors told me that it hadn’t been a
useful tactic,” said Anderson, who later

wrote a book on his experiences, and
taught journalism at Columbia
University and Ohio University.

Others dedicated to the safety of jour-
nalists also weighed in Tuesday on
Pearl’s abduction.

The World Press Freedom Committee
urged Musharaff in a letter to “do all
within your ability” to intervene. The
New York-based Committee to Protect
Journalists also called for Pearl’s
release.

“Targeting reporters who are working
independently to report the news will
never advance anyone’s political agenda,”
said CPJ executive director Ann Cooper.

U.S. can only do so much with journalist held hostage

By The Associated Press

BOSTON — A woman rummaging through papers in her
attic has found a letter from a father — a founding father.

Among the dusty documents was the two-page letter, dated
Aug. 14, 1811, from Thomas Jefferson to Henry Dearborn, a for-
mer cabinet secretary.

“Apparently it was just one of those classic moments where
someone went poking into papers that had not been disturbed for
50 years in an attic and discovered Thomas Jefferson,” said
Kenneth Gloss, who bought the letter recently from members of
an estate in Belmont who wished to remain anonymous.

The Belmont house in which the letter was found once
belonged to a lawyer distantly related to Dearborn.

In the letter, Jefferson, then two years out of the White House,
criticizes Bostonians’ lack of appetite for the upcoming War of
1812.

“The powers & preeminences conferred on them are daggers
put into the hands of assassins, to be plunged into our own bos-
oms in the moment the thrush can go home to the heart,”
Jefferson wrote.

Also among the papers were letters from John Quincy
Adams. Those were donated to the Massachusetts Historical
Society.

“A sensational little find,” said William Fowler, the society’s
director.

Gloss, owner of Boston’s Brattle Street Book Shop, said he
expects to sell the Jefferson letter for more than $45,000.

Woman finds founding father letter in attic

“America has a duty to follow its
conscience to reject repression.”

— CROWN PRINCE ABDULLAH
De facto Saudi ruler



COMICS
Page 6 � Wednesday, January 30, 2002 � Santa Monica Daily Press

Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

Grizzly bear obsession goes too far
• In June 1997, News of the Weird reported on Troy Hurtubise, a scrap-metal dealer from North Bay, Ontario,

who had become so obsessed with grizzly bears that he had embarked on a 10-year, $100,000 project (sending
him into bankruptcy) to build a suit out of rubber, steel and titanium that would enable him to safely wrestle a
grizzly. 

• In a December test at a special facility in British Columbia, Hurtubise hung a version of his long-awaited
Ursus Mark VI suit in a cage, where it was promptly ripped up by a 1,200-pound Kodiak bear, forcing Hurtubise
to go to plan B, in which he donned another suit and went face-to-face for 10 minutes not with the Kodiak but
with a small, female grizzly. He said he would improve the suit and go face-to-face with a Kodiak later this year.

GET NOTICED!
ADVERTISE!

100% ORGANIC NEWS ...
PICKED FRESH DAILY.

Santa Monica Daily Press
310.458.7737

Fax: 310.576.9913
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Employment
ADMIN ASSISTANT to Presi-
dent.  Small investment compa-
ny.  Requires MS/word,Excel, 
AOL, 50-60 wpm., 3-5 years ex-
perience, phones, investor rela-
tions, travel arrangements.  Fax 
resume (310)827-5541

ESTHETICIAN/MASSAGE 
ROOM available in busy hair 
and skin salon.  Credit card 
processing, parking, great envi-
ronment w/ fun people.  Call 
Peter or just drop by 13114 
Washington Blvd., MDR 
(310)383-0357

FACILITY MANAGER Small 
west side school seeks organ-
ized, motivated manager to su-
pervise crew.  Exp. preferred. 
32+hours/wk. AM’s Mon-Fri, 
some flexibility, call (310)451-
5657

FINISH CARPENTERS Experi-
ence in fine custom residential 
required, 3yrs minimum.  Must 
have references & tools. 
Call(310)822-0685, fax ref. to 
(310) 822-0785

FLORAL DESIGNER needed 
for flower shop in Century City.  
Please call (310)785-0669

GENERAL OFFICE Assistant 
for busy Marina Del Rey travel 
office.  Microsoft Word, Excel. 
Contact: Billy (310)823-7979

GENERAL OFFICE Assistant 
for busy Santa Monica consult-
ing firm.  Heavy Data Entry and 
phones.  Brains a requirement!  
Hard workers only need apply. 
Contact: martha@steinbrun-
hughes.com

HAIR STYLIST, ESTHETICIAN 
& RECEPTIONIST wanted for 
Campus Cuts salon at UCLA.  2 
positions open.  Stylist Minimun 
2 years experience. (310)206-
4770

JIFFY LUBE
Customer Service

Join the best and be part of the 
J-Team.  F/T, P/T & Flex. 

hours.  Santa Monica location.  
Retail cashier/calculator exper 

w/ computer knowledge helpful.  
Valid Calif. DL/English required.  

Competitive wages 
w/health/dental/401k & vacation 

benefits.  Must pass 
physical/drug exam. EOE

(562)806-4948

MANICURIST FOR Busy Santa 
Monica Salon.  Full-time, com-
mission or rented.  Open 9am-
8pm. (310)450-8669

MANICURIST FOR busy up-
scale Brentwood Salon.  Lots of 
walk-ins.  Can build very quickly 
full time rent or commission call 
(310)471-5555

NIGHT MANAGER needed for 
Santa Monica Restaurant.  Ex-
perience a must.  Please fax re-
sume to (310)393-6840

RECEPTIONIST FOR busy up-
scale Brentwood Salon.  Full-
time, Tues. - Sat.  Position 
starts January 1 2002. 
(310)471-5555

Employment
PARALEGAL W/3 years or 
more experience; self-starter, 
assertive and organized; able to 
handle heavy client contact; 
suitable writing skills required; 
PI experience necessary; medi-
cal record review exp,; bilingual 
Spanish a plus.  Please email 
resume to kgallo@biren.com

RETIRE IN two years with a six 
figure residual income.  Part 
Time and Full Time. (888)412-
6921

REWARDING SALES CA-
REER. Int’l firm with 16 years 
success track record seeks ex-
perienced business person M/F 
to sponsor & coach clients on 
maximizing & protecting wealth.  
Comprehensive training & sup-
port.  Call Mr. Kenedy 
(800)600-5149

UPSCALE MONTANA Ave. sal-
on has 2 stations available for 
rental.  $300 / week with sham-
poo assistant. (310)451-3710

For Sale
Beachwood computer DESK 
with hutch.  Cabinet for CPU 
and printer.  Shelves and file 
drawer as well.  6 months 
old.  $150.  Picture upon re-
quest.  megan@megdog.com  
Cell: (310) 804-3305

Iron BED with box spring and 
mattress.  Beautiful and ele-
gant Queen size bed.  One 
year old.  $550  Have pic-
tures upon request.  Email: 
megan@megdog.com  Cell: 
(310) 804-3305

SONY VAIO R505JSlaptop. 
850 MHz, 30G, CDRW/DVD, 
256 MB RAM, 10/100, Windows 
XP, 12.1” Active Matrix screen. 
Super thin, super light and su-
per fast! $2000 (orig. $2496). 
Chris (310)821-5611

Boats

20’ CAL: Good condition.  Com-
pletely stock. Xtra Geona sail. 
Motor. Incl. cust. trailer. $1900
(310)391-4051

24’ ISLANDER ‘66:  6hp Evin-
rude, 6-gal metal tank, radio, 
galley, sleeps 4 $1990 obo 
(310)645-3104

27’BAYLINER BUCCANEER
Great live-aboard, very spa-
cious, aft cabin  MUST SELL! 
$5950 obo.  (310)417-4141

Jewelry

CASH FOR
all kinds of jewelry.

(310)393-1111

Wanted

HOUSE SITTING position want-
ed.  Santa Monica.  Westside. 
Will water lawn and plants. 
Feed and walk pets.  Collect 
mail and newspapers.  Maintain 
household.  Compensation flex-
ible.  Contact Elliot (310)661-
9155

Wanted
SMOKERS SOUGHT to test 
nicotine 3 treatments at Veter-
ans Affairs Health Service in 
West Los Angeles. NOT a quit 
smoking study.  You come 
once to see physician and 
once for one 7-hour test day. 
Reimbursement is $120 for 
testing.  Please call 310-268-
3629.

For Rent
27’ CATALINA, Immac liva-
boad/Cruiser.  Many xtras. 
MdR slip.  $6900 obo (310)892-
4616

BEVERLY HILLS - 1 bedroom 1 
bath.  Hardwood floors, parking, 
laundry.  $1350 (310)273-6639

BRAND NEW state of the art 
building in the heart of Santa 
Monica with live/work apts. Two 
full baths, W/D, stove, dish-
washer, microwave, granite 
countertops, tile floors &  under-
ground parking. 1-2 bedroom 
layouts wired for computer and 
high-speed Internet access, 
multiple phone lines. Reception 
services and personal tele-
phone answering. Use of huge 
balconies, conference rooms, 
hi-speed printers/copiers, AV 
equipment & everything for of-
fice needs is included. Secreta-
rial services if required. Located 
in Santa Monica at 16th & 
Broadway within a mile of SM 
Pier, 3rd St. Promenade and 
Watergarden office complex. 
Please direct all inquiries to 
310-526-0315 or email 
info@1610broadway.com.

MDR LUXURY Silver Strand 
Ocean view, Lrg 2bdr, 2ba. 
Frplc D/W, pool, A/C, tennis, 
sauna, spa, sec, nr bch. $2300. 
(310)306-0363

OFFICE SUBLET; 1, 2, or 3 of-
fices available.  Great location 
in Santa Monica starting @ 
$450.00/month.  available imm-
ed. Steve (310)392-6100

PDR MANITOBA West 2bdr + 
loft Condo.  New crpt/paint. 
Pool, spa, hot tub tennis, pad-
dle tennis, gym.  Available now.  
$1700mo Agt Sheila: (310)338-
1311

PDR: LUXURY Condo 2bd/2ba, 
frplc, 2 balc, pools, jacuzzi, sau-
na, W/D in unit, racquet ball 
courts, security parking, exer-
cise room, all appliances, 1 
year lease $1750 (310)871-
7812

S.M.:  2+1, 3 blocks to beach.  
Huge balcony, parkay floors, 
lndry, prkg. Ocean view. $2100.  
(310)399-1273

SANTA MONICA - 2 bedroom / 
1 bath.  Second floor.  20th & 
Pico.  $1100/month.  (310)273-
6639

SM     $1800 2+2.  Approxi-
mately 1100s.f. 2 car enclosed 
gar. No. of Wilshire Bl. Walk to 
Montana Shops. 2020 Wash-
ington Ave. Call: (310)395-1880

SM $1395 Spacious 2 Bdrm 1 
Ba with prkg. New carpet. 501 
Raymond Ave. (310)573-7452

SM $1400 Lg 2 bdrm 1 ba, 
hrdwd fl, lots of closets, stove, 
prkg, ldry rm Quiet area 
(310)396-1644

For Rent
STUDIO SPACE FOR LEASE 
avail 1500sf Santa Monica. AM, 
Eves, Sun, for classes, work-
shops, meetings. E. Pico, Am-
ple Parking.  Karen 310-396-
5990

VENICE BEACH Lrg 1+1 apt. 
Enclosed patio, 1/2  block to 
beach.  N/p w/stv & refrig $1250
(310)641-1149

VENICE HOUSE for rent 
$1975. 3+1 Approx. 1000s.f. 
Hrdwd & carpets. Remodeled 
kitchen, pvt. garden.  Very 
clean.  New appliances, inside 
W/D. 2477 Walnut Ave.
Call: (310)395-1880

VENICE:  $1350 1Bdr + 1Ba 
Hdwd floors.  W/D in unit.  1128 
6th Ave. No pets. (310)399-
7235

VENICE:  2bdrm+2bath, park-
ing,1 block from beach, mini 
bar, $1700 + sec. dep. 
(310)305-9659

VENICE:  DUPLEX 2+1  W/D, 
appliances, hardwood floors 
$1700  2 blocks to Abbot Kin-
ney.  N/P 627 San Juan Ave. 
(310)399-7235

VENICE:  Lrg 1+1 w/grt lite. 
Huge closet, stove, W/D on site.  
Off the canals.  $1325 
(310)305-8109

VENICE: 3+2, Lrg, sunny up-
per unit, 4 plex.  French doors, 
balcony, parking. $2100 
(310)581-5379

VENICE: ON BOARDWALK
Sec. building.  Clean 1bd/loft 
bdrm+1.2 level balcony. 
w/vu.frig, stv., D/W, lndry, gtd, 
prkg. $1850. (310)823-6349

W. LA 2464 Barrington 3bdr, 
3ba Lrg rooms, all appliances 
included.  Fireplace, marble 
countertops, in unit W/D.  Gated 
parking elevator, intercom en-
try. $2195.  OPEN DAILY. Mgr. 
Call:  (310)390-9401

W. LA: 2464 Barrington Ave. 
4bd/4ba  Very Lrg unit, spa-
cious closets, marble counters, 
stove, refrig, d/w, nu paint, frplc, 
gtd prkg intercom entry, eleva-
tor. W/D in unit.  Open daily. 
$2695. Mgr. Call: (310)390-
9401

Commercial Lease

BRAND NEW, state of the art 
executive suites in the heart of 
Santa Monica. All offices have 
operable windows, 18-ft. high 
ceilings, view of ocean & mtns. 
Wired for computer and hi-
speed Internet access, multiple 
phone lines. Reception services 
& personal phone answering. 
Use of huge balconies, confer-
ence rooms, hi-speed 
printer/copiers, AV equipment & 
everything for office needs in-
cluded. Secretarial services if 
required. Located in SM at 16th 
& Broadway, within a mile of 
SM Pier, 3rd St. Promenade & 
Watergarden office complex. 
Please direct all inquiries to 
310-526-0315 or email 
info@1610broadway.com.

Vehicles for sale

1970 VW Bug in good condi-
tion, new floors, upholstery. 
$1800 or best offer.  Call 
(323)259-8500

Vehicles for sale

1993 Nissan ALTIMA, black 
with leather interior.  Low 
miles.  Good condition.  New 
paint.  Email: megan@meg-
dog.com  Cell: (310) 804-
3305

96 VOLVO 850 turbo, teal blue 
with tan interior 61,000 miles 
(310)280-0840

Services
AT YOUR SERVICE!

Professional Personal Assis-
tant.  Strong office skills.  Great 
references, reliable transporta-

tion. (310)452-4310

BUSINESS WRITER/MEDIA re-
lations specialist: offers 16 
years experience in public rela-
tions and investor relations 
available for short and long-ter 
m assignments.  Call Jane to-
day to implement strategy for 
improved media coverage and 
increased customer/investor in-
terest (310)452-4310

CHILD & ELDERLY CARE: Ex-
perienced Mature, female, veg-
etarian available immeadiately 
for caregiving. Xlnt references. 
Call Omanasa (310)314-8248

CHILD CARE: Mature, intelli-
gent, kind & compassionate. 
Former nursery school experi-
ence. References available. 
Audry Norris (310)854-2053

COMPUTER DOCTOR - Re-
pairs, Tutoring, Web Design, 
Patient, Reliable. Russell 
(310)709-7595

DESIGN DRAWINGS Interior-
Exterior.  Drawings can help 
you avoid costly mistakes & 
better visualize your remodel 
projects.  30 years experience.  
References. (310)836-4797

ELDERLY CARE PROVIDER
Living in Santa Monica, immedi-

ately available for full or part 
time work.  References availa-
ble upon request.  Please call 

Lita (310)394-3197

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTANT
available to come to your 
home/business and help clean-
up, free-up and organize your fi-
nances.  Professional services 
included; Quicken / Quickbooks 
set-up and management, estab-
lishing on-line banking services, 
accounting, payroll, employee 
benefits and other professional 
matters.  Flexible weekly / 
monthly programs and excellent 
references.  Please call Roland. 
(310)230-2341

FRIENDLY & SKILLED  Com-
puter Support Services.  Setup, 
upgrade, internet connections & 
networks.  Home or Office, 
Westide (310)663-3644.  Rea-
sonable Rates.

GARDEN CONSULTANT Mov-
ing?  Add thousands of $$$’s to 
property value by enhancing 
curb appeal.  Let me help.  Res-
onable rates & references. 
Free Estimate.  Mary Kay Gor-
don (310)264-0272

KNITTING LESSONS Yarn, 
Supplies, Patterns, Finishing & 
Design, STICH & ROW, Knitting 
Arts Center, 15200 Sunset 
Blvd., Suite 111, Pacific Pali-
sades (310)230-9902

PET STOPS WEST Boston’s 
Finest Daily and Vacation pet 
sitting service for over a decade 
comes to Santa Monica.  Li-
censed, bonded, insured. 
(310)264-7193

WANT THE freedom of a wire-
less network at your home/of-
fice?  It’s surprisingly afforda-
ble.  Chris (310)617-3563

Services
SPANISH TEACHER/TUTOR,
Santa Monica native speaker w/ 
M.A. from U. of MI Berlitz 
trained.  Convers/Grammer, all 
levels/ages.  Fun.  Lissette 
(310)260-1255

TENNIS LESSONS Learn the 
game of tennis (effortlessly). 
Have fun!  Get in shape. 
Group/private.  Call Now!  Intro 
lesson free.  Certified Instructor 
(310)388-3722

The State-Of-The-Art 
Videoconferencing Solution
Fixed 30 frames per second

Currently being used by; The 
US Navy, Smithsonian Institu-
tion, the Mayors office in San 
Diego and New York, The Uni-
fied School District of San Die-
go, Police and Fire Depart-
ments, Warner Brothers, CNN 
and Turner Networks.  Call to-
day: West Coast Video Phone
(310)392-0799

TUTORING 
K-12 academics, K-adult com-
puter, Learning Disabilities Spe-
cialist.  Reasonable rates.  Wise 
Owl Education (310)209-9032

Business Opps
$1500/MO.  PT - $4500-
$7200/mo.  FT Int’l Company 
needs Supervisors & Assis-
tants.  Full training.  Free infor-
mation. (866)412-8036 or 
www.kes-homebusiness.com

ATTENTION: WORK from 
home. $500 - $2500/mo PT. 

$3k - $7k/mo FT.  Free booklet.  
(800) 935-5041.  

Dreamtimeisnow.com

EARN A VERY HIGH CASH 
FLOW.  Lend @10% to a fast 
growing firm & get your money 
back in 16-19 months, + earn a 
royalty of 7 TIMES loan 
amount, 60% annual return.  I’ll 
show you this is real over lunch. 
$25K min.  Elliot (310)745-3512

IF YOUR not afraid to speak in 
front of small groups & like the 
idea of unlimited income.  Call 
(877)772-7729 independent as-
soc.

SALES ENTREPRENEURS
wanted.  Gourmet Coffee/Es-
presso Industry.  Invest only 
your time and skill, unlimited in-
come.  (310)675-0717

Health/Beauty
VIACREME FOR women 
works! Developed and recom-
mended by gynecologists. Or-
der vc.com. (310)312-0662

Missing Person
MONICA LYNN DEVITO

05/01/56  Please call home im-
meadiatly.  Others with info 
email: moniphome@aol.com

Lost & Found
FOUND - set of keys with silver 
metal flower keychain.  Found 
at 601 California.  Please call 
(310)458-7737.

Got 
junk in your

trunk?

Sell it in the 
Santa Monica Daily Press

$1.00 a day claffifieds!
(310) 458-7737 ext. 101

Great Labels
WANTED:  Anything Hermes, Chanel, Louis Vuitton,

Gucci, Pucci clothing and accessories.

WE PAY CASH or CONSIGN!
Call Andrea at: 310-451-2277

1126 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica CA 90401

WE ARE THE CLASSIEST GIG IN TOWN!

Santa Monica Daily 
Press Classifieds

Ask for Angela
310.457.7737 ext.101
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EXTRA!! EXTRA!!
SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa  DDaaiillyy  PPrreessss  nnooww  aatt  nneewwssssttaannddss  aarroouunndd  tthhee  cciittyy!!

Readers and customers can now find the Daily Press in 
permanent newsstands at these locations:

• 17th Street and Montana Avenue

• 14th Street and Montana Avenue

• Montana Avenue, between 14th-15th Streets

• 7th Street and Montana Avenue

• 3rd Street and Wilshire Boulevard

• Ocean Avenue and Wilshire Boulevard

• Wilshire Boulevard, between 22nd-23rd Streets

• 14th and Santa Monica Boulevard

• Wilshire Boulevard and Lincoln Boulevard

• Colorado Boulevard and 3rd Street

• Santa Monica Courthouse

• Arizona Avenue and Second Street

• Arizona Avenue and Fifth Street

• Three newsstands at the intersection of Arizona Avenue and Fourth Street

• Broadway and Lincoln Boulevard

• Broadway and 10th Street

• Colorado Avenue and Second Street

• Santa Monica Boulevard and Lincoln Boulevard

• Lincoln Boulevard and Broadway Avenue

• Lincoln Boulevard and Pico Boulevard

• Lincoln Boulevard and Strand 

• Two newsstands at the intersection of Lincoln Boulevard and Raymond 

• Main Street and Kinney 

• Main Street and Strand 

• Main Street and Ocean Park

• Main Street and Ashland

• Montana Avenue and Lincoln Boulevard 

• Montana Avenue and Euclid Street

• Montana Avenue and 16th Street

WWaattcchh  ffoorr  ffuuttuurree  nneewwssssttaannddss  aatt  aa  llooccaattiioonn  nneeaarr  yyoouu!!

Animal rights group to send furs to freezing refugees
BY SONJA BARISIC
Associated Press Writer

NORFOLK, Va. — People for the
Ethical Treatment of Animals is offering
fur-wearers a new way to recycle their old
mink coats: send them to Afghanistan to
help freezing refugees keep warm.

More than 250 coats, shawls, blankets
and other fur items valued at $306,000 have

been donated to PETA for the giveaway.
Normally, PETA would not want anyone

wearing fur, arguing that animals suffer in
traps and on fur farms. But the group sees
this as a way to get good use out of the furs,
which will be turned into bedding and cut
up to be made into children’s jackets.

“Everybody’s hearts go out to the people
of Afghanistan,” PETA spokesman Bruce

Friedrich said. “The images coming out of
Afghanistan speak volumes about how
much these people are suffering. It seems
really that the desperately needy anywhere
in the world are the only people left who
have an excuse for wearing old furs.”

PETA put a request for fur donations on
its Web site about a month ago.

The American Friends Service

Committee, a Quaker relief society, will
help ship the furs to refugee camps,
Friedrich said.

For years, PETA has collected fur coats
to give to the homeless. PETA also has
given coats to animal shelters for use as pet
bedding, burned them in demonstrations,
dumped red paint on them and dragged
them down streets in front of fur stores.

Taste test: Prune burgers a hit at elementary schools
BY PHILIP BRASHER
AP Farm Writer

WASHINGTON — Hey, kids! Want a prune burger
for lunch? Or how about sweet potato pancakes for break-
fast?

The government is trying out new products on finicky
fifth- and sixth-grade taste testers in an effort to find new
ways to use surplus fruits and vegetables in school lunch
and breakfast menus.

The burgers, a mixture of ground beef and 4 percent
prune puree, and the pancakes passed muster Tuesday
with 20 inner-city kids at Washington’s Van Ness
Elementary School. A raisin-tomato barbecue dip for
chicken nuggets also was a hit.

“The hamburger was good. It tastes like a grilled burg-
er,” said Mustafa Mattocks, 12, adding that it was better
than the usual school fare.

It’s also more healthful. A prune burger, which also
contains soy, has about 40 percent less fat than an all-beef
patty. The prune mixture adds moisture to replace the lost
fat. The prune burgers served Tuesday were flame-broiled
by the processor to give them the grilled flavor.

James Brown, 11, liked the barbecue sauce. “It tasted
like A-1.”

The Agriculture Department is under pressure from

Congress to bolster produce prices by buying up surplus
crops, including cranberries and prunes, and giving them
to schools.

In a similar test last year in the Los Angeles area, the
sweet potato pancakes were very popular, as were snack
bars made with dates and almonds. Broccoli guacamole
was a dud, and so was an asparagus version. The prune
burgers and pizza topped with a prune-based sauce got
better reviews.

USDA eventually intends to hold regular school taste

tests in seven regions of the country.
“What we’re really trying to do is find new uses for the

products we’ve been purchasing,” said Robert Keeney,
deputy administrator of USDA’s Agricultural Marketing
Service.

There’s such a glut of prunes that the department is
paying growers to destroy 20,000 acres of plum trees.
USDA also has been paying farmers to destroy potato and
sugar crops, and last year sharply restricted the amount of
cranberries that could be brought to market.

Schools, however, are leery of trying new products
without evidence that kids will accept them.

“We like the fact that USDA is testing these products
with kids. It adds credibility. Kids’ tastes and my tastes are
very different,” said Barry Sackin of the American School
Food Service Association.

The children at Van Ness tried 11 different items and
were asked to grade each on a scale from 1 (worst) to 5
(best) on taste, smell, color and overall appeal.

The kids weren’t supposed to know what was in the
food until they ate it, but some had seen a display of the
products before the test started.

John Lund, a USDA official who oversaw the taste test,
said there’s no reason for schools to disclose that the burg-
ers contain prunes, since there’s too little of the fruit to
have the laxative effect for which prunes are known.

“We like the fact that USDA is test-
ing these products with kids. It

adds credibility. Kids’ tastes and
my tastes are very different.”

— BARRY SACKIN
American School Food Service Association


