
BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer 

Facing its own economic uncer-
tainties, the City Council on Tuesday
decided against committing extra
funding to the school district.

The consequences of the coun-
cil’s inaction could be felt soon, as
a large, powerful group of school
supporters intend to move forward
with its plans to force a measure
onto November’s ballot that, if
passed, would require City Hall to
pay a minimum of $6 million a

year to the school district. 
School supporters waited anx-

iously in Council Chambers at
City Hall on Tuesday to hear elect-
ed officials’ response to their plan.
When it was finally discussed
around midnight, City Council
members agreed they can’t com-
mit to anything more than the $3
million City Hall currently con-
tributes. They said they hoped
they could give another $2.25 mil-
lion in one-time funds, as they’ve
done in the past, but given an
anticipated $4 million budget

shortfall this year, council mem-
bers are hesitant to commit.

“The $2.25 million doesn’t exist
in the real world right now,” said
Councilman Mike Feinstein.
“We’ve been there for the school
district because we have managed
our money well and we have gone
over and above that stability unlike
any other city has done, with the
exception of Beverly Hills.”

The goal of school supporters is
to provide a stable and predictable
source of funding to the district.
And while the City Council agrees
education is a top priority in Santa
Monica, it’s too soon to predict
whether City Hall will have
enough cash to hand over without“If women didn’t 

exist, all the money 
in the world would have

no meaning.”
– Aristotle Onassis
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■ A woman was summonsed for

dangerous driving after she tied the
child's seat carrying her 20-month-
old infant to a backseat door to keep it
from swinging open (Perth, Australia).
■ About 50 inmates at a Portuguese

prison refused to eat special Christ-
mas lunches because the bread, usu-
ally freshly baked, was not, due to
bakeries having closed early the day
before (Belas, Portugal).
■ Police said a 29-year-old woman

ordered her 11-year-old daughter to
help her shoplift clothing, including
some items the woman later returned
to the girl as Christmas presents (Fort
Myers, Fla.).
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A scholarly site

Del Pastrana/Daily Press
Workers make progress on the new multi-million dollar library
on Sixth Street, which will take at least three years to complete.
The library will have an underground parking garage and plen-
ty of new amenities.

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

City Hall’s economic forecast is not as bleak
as it was a year ago, but dark clouds are still on
the horizon.

While last year’s $16 million budget short-
fall may appear to dwarf this year’s $4 million
deficit, economic uncertainty will remain a lin-
gering problem for city officials in the foresee-
able future.

“We are still not out of the woods,” said
Steve Stark, the city’s finance director, during
the City Council’s mid-term budget review on
Tuesday. “We continue to have challenges with
state funding for local communities.”

The City Council succeeded in closing its
deficit last year by cutting $8 million in expendi-
tures and finding another $8 million worth of rev-
enue, which came in the form of increased park-
ing fines and business license fees, among others. 

“Those were hard decisions to make, but it

created a much improved picture,” Stark told
the council. “That picture would have been
much more bleak had you not made those pol-
icy decisions.”

But because of the state’s ongoing budget
problems, Santa Monica will be forced to deal
with a loss of revenue stemming from sources
like the Vehicle License Fee. Stark predicts
Santa Monica’s budget deficit for 2005-2006
will swell to $5.6 million if no corrective meas-
ures are taken.

While current estimates indicate that the gap
is narrowing, it is believed that the shortfall
will extend several years beyond the original
estimate of three years. 

Crunch time for City Hall, public programs

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

Despite several failed attempts
in the past, the movement to pass a
living wage in Santa Monica is
once again underway.

Under a proposal unveiled on
Tuesday, all city workers and
employees employed by private
companies on contracts with City
Hall of $25,000 or more would get
paid a minimum of $11.51 an hour
and receive upgraded health benefits.

The proposal was one of the last
issues discussed by the City
Council at its marathon meeting on
Tuesday. The plan was introduced
at 12:50 a.m. by Vivian Rothstein,

director Santa Monicans Allied for
Responsible Tourism, who has
been a key player in several other
living wage proposals.

For nearly five years, SMART
has pushed for a “living wage” —

Ante up: Living wage
activists deal new hand

Council displays a fear of commitment
School activists ready
to tackle homework
BY MICHAEL TITTINGER
Daily Press Staff Writer

Frustrated with City Hall’s
reluctance to substantially
increase funding to its schools on
a permanent basis, a group of
school supporters are taking their
case to the people.

Residents of Santa Monica
will be hearing a lot about the
“Community for Excellent
Public Schools” in the weeks and
months to come, as volunteers of
the school-funding activist group

See CITY BUDGET, page 7

See ACTIVISTS, page 7See SCHOOLS, page 5

See LIVING WAGE, page 6

“We continue to have 
challenges with state funding

for local communities.”

— STEVE STARK
Finance director,

City of Santa Monica

“Workers who work
full-time shouldn’t

have to rely on public
assistance.”

— VIVIAN ROTHSTEIN
Santa Monicans Allied for

Responsible Tourism
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HOROSCOPE

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★★ Be with a partner who might

need you, but realize that someone close could
become quite jealous of you. Think in terms of
growth and positive vibes. Dote on this individ-
ual, as he or she needs your care. Tonight: Be
with your sweetie.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★★ Others do care a lot about you.

All you have to do is nothing, and watch what
happens. Others seek you out in a big way. Zoom
in on what you want. Romance could knock on
your door if you are single. Tonight: Express
your feelings; don’t hold back anymore.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★ You could feel entrenched by all the

work that drops on you. This might only be hap-
pening because you are so good at what you do.
You might need to screen your calls and return
them in the evening. Tonight: On the phone at
home.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★★ News from a distance or from

an expert could make a big difference in what
you do. Think carefully about what you want to
do, exploring ideas with those around you. You
don’t need to make an immediate decision.
Tonight: Let your hair down.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★ You might want to have a discus-

sion with a partner who will allow you to air out
some ideas. You could find that an idea is
unworkable after a conversation with a trusted
adviser. Express your feelings openly. Tonight:
Order in.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★★ You mean well, which is clear to

others. If you’re confused, do ask questions. You
find out how much your support and caring
means to others. Air out ideas - yours and others’
- in a meeting. Brainstorm away. Tonight: Visit
with friends.

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you’ll have: 

★★★★★-Dynamic  ★★★★-Positive  ★★★-Average  
★★-So-so  ★-Difficult

Focus on work first today, Leo

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★ Expenses could be out of control, but

you have the wherewithal to make up the differ-
ence. Your work and naturally industrious ways
might even add up to a pay raise if you just ask.
You will find out just how much you are appre-
ciated. Tonight: Balance your budget.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★ With the Moon in your sign, you

are able to see the difference between what is rea-
sonable and what is not. Think in terms of cre-
ativity and working with some of the ideas that
are tossed at you. Schedule extra time with a spe-
cial loved one. Tonight: Ask for what you want.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★ Focus on how you might be deceiv-

ing yourself and what you need to do to ground
yourself. Fortunately, you do anchor with ease. A
family member helps in this process. You feel as
if you have a lot of strength and support. Tonight:
Vanish with or without your best friend.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★★ Right now, you gain through a

meeting rather than listening to an individual.
Your words easily make an impact. Others
answer honestly and openly. Return calls. Good
news will head your way. Tonight: Call someone
at a distance.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ Deal with a boss, even though you

feel as if he or she is disrupting your life. This
person also could be involved with your personal
life. Focus on work first. You will feel good about
what you manifest. A bonus or pay raise might be
heading your way. Tonight: A must show.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★★ Keep reaching out for an expert.

You might want to think through a decision that
involves your daily life. A change could be in the
offing. Use your strong ability to detach and see
more. Others will pitch in once you know what
you want. Tonight: Think “alternatives.”
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Today will start off with mostly leftovers so expect small surf through the
morning. New WNW swell (290-300+) will be arriving slowly through the
afternoon so a slight increase in surf will show by the end of the day … pos-
sibly setting up some shoulder high sets for the more northerly counties before
sundown.

The WNW’er will continue to build into Friday, showing the biggest
waves in the afternoon.

Today expect, 2-3’, knee- to waist-high occasionally and fair conditions.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing today at
your local break. Epic.

Today the
water Is:

58 º

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
LOW ONE LOW TWO HIGH ONE HIGH TWO

SATURDAY 4:21 AM 5:19 PM 10:22 AM 11:54 PM

SUNDAY 5:09 AM 5:51 PM 11:04 AM N/A

MONDAY 6:09 AM 6:26 PM 12:36 AM 11:49 AM

TUESDAY 7:24 AM 7:00 PM 1:16 AM 12:48 PM

WEDNESDAY 9:04 AM 7:39 PM 2:04 AM 2:20 PM

THURSDAY 10:39 AM 8:35 PM 3:00 AM 4:49 PM

FRIDAY 11:56 AM 9:51 PM 3:54 AM 6:50 PM

A Santa Monica jury last week decid-
ed that a landlord wasn’t liable for ten-
ants’ injuries and pain and suffering
when they were attacked in their apart-
ment by four gunmen.

The tenants claimed that the landlord
should have provided better security at
their apartment, which can’t be accessed
without a key or a code.

It raised a legal question of how much
landlords should be held responsible for
their tenants’ safety.

“How far should landlords go in
protecting their properties and their
tenants? Do you agree with the jury’s
decision? Why?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your
response before Thursday at 5 p.m. We’ll
print them in Friday’s paper. Please limit
your comments to a minute or less. It
might help to think first about the word-
ing of your response.

ALL FORMS • ALL TYPES • ALL STATES

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

429 Santa Monica Blvd. Ste. 710
Santa Monica 90401
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Today’s Special: Store Hours:

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
Bad boys, what’cha gonna do?
By Daily Press staff 

After having stymied a gang of burglars last September who had been terrorizing
Santa Monica, West Los Angeles and Beverly Hills, Officer Skystone-Eagle
Lambert of the Santa Monica Police Department was tapped by the Elks as their
“Officer of the Year” earlier this month.

Lambert, who has been with the SMPD since relocating from Denver, Co., more
than 17 years ago, currently works with the Day Watch patrol after stints with both
the Homeless Liaison Patrol and the Mounted Patrol Unit.

In addition to Lambert, the Santa Monica Elks Lodge presented Community
Service Awards to officers from four other agencies at its annual Law Enforcement
Appreciation Dinner. The Elks established the annual event in an attempt to bring
special community recognition to those members who exemplify the famed police
motto “To Protect and To Serve.”

The five award winners were nominated by their respective departments, before
a panel of Elks selected Lambert as “Top Cop.” Chief James Butts said Lambert
exemplified all of the characteristics of a great police officer. 

During the course of Lambert’s 20-year career he has rescued five people from a
burning building, and assisted in the arrest of a bank robber, not to mention last
year’s bust of three serial robber suspects, after which a significant amount of stolen
property was subsequently recovered.

The remaining four “Top Cop” finalists were LAPD Officer Brian Grajek, FBI
Assistant Special Agent Ralph Boelter, Deputy David Huelson of the Los Angeles
Sheriff Department-Malibu Lost Hills Station and CHP Trooper Rodney Richards.

After announcing Lambert was the winner, Exalted Ruler Raedean Kiesz pre-
sented him with a perpetual plaque. Lambert was also awarded a letter of commen-
dation from Santa Monica Mayor Richard Bloom.

Fun with glucose meters
By Daily Press staff

Senior citizens living with diabetes are invited to take part in an informative sup-
port group Thursday at 10:30 a.m. at the Senior Recreation Center, 1450 Ocean Ave.
Participants are urged to bring along their glucose meters if they need assistance
using them, as well as their medications for review and concerns for discussion. 

The group is spearheaded by Sharon Higgins, a registered dietitian, and is free
for all participants. 

Next month’s support group meetings will be held on Feb. 3 and 19. Program
funding is provided by the Los Angeles County Community and Senior Services,
and the Area Agency on Aging.

Do you have Do you have 
community news?community news?

... Submit news... Submit news
rreleaseseleases
Email to:Email to:

sack@smdp.com sack@smdp.com 
or fax 310.576.9913or fax 310.576.9913

Santa Monica Daily Press
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Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-
available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and
telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are sub-
ject to editing for space and content.

YOUR OPINION MATTERS!
Send your letters to Santa Monica Daily Press Attn. Editor: 

1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202 Santa Monica • 90401 • sack@smdp.com

LETTERS
‘The system’ gets a bad rap
Editor:

“The system” does work. 
I recently had the experience of sitting with my 17-year-old daughter in front of

Santa Monica Juvenile Traffic Court Judge Pamela Davis. We had originally appeared
before Judge Davis approximately two months prior to resolve a curfew violation. My
daughter had been given 40 hours of community service  to complete. At that time,
Judge Davis was very thorough in detailing to my daughter why the curfew existed,
how vulnerable she was to be where she was at the time she was, and what her options
were to take care of the citation. 

Unfortunately, my daughter did not complete the community service in time, and
while she obtained a “request” for an extension, she neglected to present it back
before the Court within the allotted time. In essence, she “failed to appear” on the vio-
lation, which results in the automatic suspension of her driving privileges until her
18th birthday and the payment of a steep fine. Needless to say, for a 17-year-old
Californian, that is tantamount to being sentenced to “life without the possibility of
parole!”  

This would have been the easy penalty for Judge Davis to impose, especially after
her initial judgment had been disregarded. Instead, Judge Davis took the time to speak
with my daughter at length in order to get a handle on who she is, why this type of
behavior would happen, and what we and she can do to prevent it from occurring
again. She spoke to my daughter in a way that helped her to understand and accept
that actions or inactions in this case have consequences, and that above all else, it is
essential that the lines of communication remain open between parents and teenagers. 

While my daughter ultimately received a one-month suspension, 15 hours of com-
munity service and the applicable fines, she learned valuable lessons in communication,
respect, responsibility and accountability. After the fine is paid, the hours worked and
the driving privileges returned, the overall lesson learned, and respectful manor in
which it was imparted, will hopefully remain with my daughter for her lifetime.

While it is often easy to attack “The system,” this time it worked, and that is
because we are fortunate enough to have justices like Pamela Davis seated behind the

bench. Being a Santa Monica police officer, I have had many occasions to appear
before the bench. Thank you, Judge Davis, for not just passing judgment, but for tak-
ing the time and effort to explain it as well.

Sgt. Steve Heineman
Santa Monica Police Department

■ I was sitting in front of a TV
Tuesday night, gleaning the results of the
New Hampshire primary, looking for an
opportunity to add fuel to the fire — the
one that would burn the current regime
out of Washington in November. I was all
set to do a thing about how this Carolina
vs. New England super-clash is brewing
— not the one Sunday between the
Patriots and the Panthers — but the one
between Sens. Kerry of Massachusetts
and Edwards of North Carolina to see
who wins the right to formally challenge
Bushamerica. That’s when I made the
mistake of turning on the radio for a musi-
cal interlude — a break from the monoto-
ny of victory speech after victory speech
by the guy who won, and oddly enough,
by the guys that lost, too. And damn if my
old buddy Toby Keith wasn’t there on that
dial with his new hit tune, “American
Soldier,” and there went the Democrat
story and here we go again. 

■ If this sounds like a broken record
sometimes, forgive me, but no record of
the times we live in can be an honest

record without some kind of emotional
response to the pervasive war madness
that continues to take its toll on all of us.
If it hasn’t taken its toll on you, I’d say,
“See ya,” but you’re already gone.

■ Any part of any conversation on this
thing must begin with the 516. That’s the
number, upped by six, even as I type
tonight, of American troops killed in
action. Anyone reading this who has come
to the conclusion — be you right or wrong
— that the war in Iraq is justified and nec-
essary must first deal with the 516. And
we won’t mention — because we’re
Americans — the thousands of innocent
Iraqis who have taken the premature trip
to the other side. As a matter of fact, right
now, this news just broke across the same
radio that just got done playing the Toby
Keith song: “A car bomb has exploded,
and torn off the front of a hotel in central
Baghdad. Many casualties are feared.
Additional American troops are on the
way to the scene.”

■ Toby Keith is collecting royalties,
singing in the voice of an “American
Soldier” on lines like this: “I will always do
my duty, no matter what the price. I’ve
counted up the cost, I know the sacrifice.”
Yes, if anyone knows the sacrifice it’s the
516, most of whom — from the lowest eco-
nomic strata — enlisted because they just
needed a decent job. I’ve heard what you’re
saying out there: “They volunteered for this
thing, man. They’re the Volunteers of

America, and nobody forced them to do this.
God bless them, but that’s the way it goes.”

You’re saying that, aren’t you?
• Toby Keith’s soldier says this, in the

heart-wrenching second verse: “Oh and I
don’t want to die for you, but if dyin’s
asked of me, I’ll bear that cross with
honor, because freedom don’t come free.”
So even TK agrees — the 516 didn’t want
to die for you or me or anybody.  And did
they have to? Our freedom seemed to be
doing just fine, except for a few slashes at
it by a guy named Ashcroft. Who among
you were so petrified of Saddam Hussein
taking our freedom away? He’s rotting in
jail now, but every one of the 125,000 still
engaged has to wonder if they’re soon to
be added to the 516.  

■ “When liberty’s in jeopardy I will
always do what’s right. I’m out here on
the front lines, sleep in peace tonight.” So
goes the reassuring ending, and Toby
Keith and you and I will sleep in peace
tonight, won’t we? If he looks at his roy-
alty statement before calling it a night,
with a bottom line multiplied by a factor
of 516, TK will sleep in peace enhanced.  

■ When I turned the dial to take a
breather from the lucrative neo-patriot-
ism, I heard these words coming through
the same radio (and you want to talk about
a Super-Bowl-like clash of ideas?):

“Come you masters of war, you that
build all the guns

you that build the death planes you that

build all the bombs …
You that never done nothing but build

to destroy
you play with my world like it’s your

little toy.”
■ It was a singer named Bob Dylan

from the ’60s, and listen up, hip-hop nation
— this is the way music once spoke to war:

“You fasten all the triggers for the oth-
ers to fire

then you sit back and watch as the
death count gets higher

You hide in your mansion as young
people’s blood

flows out of their bodies and is buried
in the mud.”

■ All I wanted to do was go off a little
on the primaries … how Dean got blasted
out of the water by the right radio gang …
how they might be sorry they got Kerry
instead … how they’re already bashing
him for the way he earned his Silver and
Bronze Stars while saving fellow GI’s in
the Vietnam War … how this young
Carolina guy is stepping up and making
waves. But then along comes Toby. Dylan
seals the deal, and this is what I’m left
with. For Toby Keith, Bob Dylan, you, me
— any conversation about any of this
must start with the 516, which by the time
you read this, will probably no longer be
the operative number.

(Ron Scott Smith is tired of counting.
E-mail him at EdgeoftheWest@aol.com).

It’s the same old song — 516 down and counting
NEWS
on the 
EDGE

By Ron Scott Smith
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making serious cuts to staff and commu-
nity services. 

“It’s not that easy to find more money,”
said Councilwoman Pam O’Connor,
adding she predicted last year that the
council’s extra “one-time contribution” of
$2.25 million would become expected
every year. “It’s digging a hole and that’s
what the state is doing.”

FIND THE MONEY
Elected officials said it would be irre-

sponsible to fund the district indefinitely
without a new revenue source, which
could possibly be an increase to the local
hotel bed tax — a 12-percent assessment
on room rates throughout Santa Monica.
The city has strategically kept its bed tax
lower than that of Los Angeles (14 per-
cent) and other surrounding cities as an
incentive for tourists to come here.

The City Council is now considering
putting a measure on November’s ballot
asking voters to increase the tax, but by
how much remains unclear.

While city staff researches the bed tax
possibilities, “Community for Excellent
Public Schools,” a grassroots organization
with several hundred members, is moving
forward with its own plans to save what
they believe is a financially faltering
school district. 

IT’S THE STATE’S FAULT
Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School

District Superintendent John Deasy told
the council that he expects the district will
have to close a $3.5 million budget short-
fall for the next school year. The shortfall
is caused by Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger’s proposed state budget,
as well as the district’s own increased
costs such as a growing student popula-
tion and salary increases for teachers and
staff.

Deasy’s analysis indicates that the dis-
trict’s projected shortfall is calculated with
City Hall’s $5.25 million contribution and
$385,000 from Malibu remaining intact.
Should either city lower their contribu-
tions to the schools next year, the project-
ed shortfall and ensuing cuts facing
SMMUSD would increase accordingly.

“Every year it’s the same thing, school
budgets get slashed, expenses rise, pro-
grams are cut and children suffer,” said
PTA Council President Maria Rodriguez.
“Our district has been smart with its
money so far — and determined not to let
any child slip through the cracks — but
we just can’t absorb more cuts. These cuts
and the next round and the rounds after
that will take years to be felt by our city.
By the time residents start wondering why
drop-out rates and youth crime rates are
on the rise, or why property values are
starting to erode, it will probably be too
late to fix education. 

“The time to do that is now, and the
only option we see is a partnership with
the cities we serve.”

GOING LOCAL
Earlier this month, CEPS filed a pro-

posal in City Hall to amend the Santa
Monica charter. The amendment would
pump a dedicated portion of City Hall’s

general fund into the district indefinitely,
creating a stable and predictable funding
source to ensure excellent education in
Santa Monica and Malibu.

School supporters would rather see the
City Council come up with a long-term
plan that will provide the school district
with an ongoing source of funding every
year. It was an ultimatum of sorts — either
establish a permanent funding source for
the school district, or let voters decide how
taxpayers’ money should be spent.

But after CEPS members listened to
the council for more than five hours,
keeping themselves awake with chocolate
and pizza, it became clear shortly after
midnight that the group would have to
press on with the ballot measure, despite
their pleas to the council.

Rick Gates, former PTA president, told
the council that, despite California being one
of the largest economies in the world, it
ranks at the bottom in literacy and the state
government continues to ignore the problem.

“I don’t envy you. There is always a
big pull between the short-term and the
big picture,” Gates said. “I spent 10 years
trying to get the state to move on this
issue. The needs of our classrooms are
only going to get met locally.”

The City Council feels like the group is
trying to force government’s hand.
Feinstein called CEPS’ initiative a “bad
budget amendment and it undermines city
finances.”

“It’s something for nothing,” he said.
“It’s an unrealistic mandate.”

Councilman Bob Holbrook asked City
Manager Susan McCarthy if giving an
extra $2.5 million this year would create a
high anxiety level for staff to balance City
Hall’s budget.

“There is a fair level of apprehension
already,” she replied. “But if you say ‘go
find it,’ we’ll go find it.”

That would probably mean cutting
staff and service levels to the community,
a notion that worries Lauralee Asch, pres-
ident of a coalition of nine employee asso-
ciations that represents all non-sworn city
employees.

“Members of the coalition support
excellent public schools, but we also sup-
port excellent city services and the preser-
vation of community health and safety,”
she told the council. “School supporters
should be working with the council and
staff to establish new revenues that can be
used to educate our children, not propos-
ing to eviscerate city services in order to
funnel more money to the school district.”

City Council considers
hotel bed tax increase
SCHOOLS, from page 1

“Every year it’s the same
thing, school budgets get
slashed, expenses rise,
programs are cut and

children suffer.”

— MARIA RODRIGUEZ
SMMUSD PTA Council President
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most recently $12.25 an hour without
benefits — targeted largely toward work-
ers in the tourism industry. The current
proposal isn’t designed to meet that goal,
but many feel it’s just the beginning of a
larger effort.

Santa Monica Chamber of Commerce
officials — who successfully fought
against the contentious living wage ballot
initiative last year— said they want a
commission created that would comprise
business, labor, non-profit and other com-
munity members to discuss the newest
proposal’s financial impacts.

“It would be shortsighted to think there
won’t be a proposal by SMART to take
this further,” said Tom Larmore, a local
attorney who fought against the last pro-
posal. Larmore spoke on behalf of the
Chamber of Commerce in front of the
City Council on Tuesday, urging that a
commission be formed.

“Creation of such a committee, as has
been done in other contexts in the past,
would provide an opportunity to develop
a consensus approach rather than rekindle
the divisive environment which resulted
from the manner in which the council
approached the issue in the past,” cham-
ber officials wrote to the City Council.

Rothstein contends the proposal is long
overdue.

Most of the members of the City
Council, which spent about five minutes
discussing it, appeared receptive to it. 

“I agree it’s a shame to be taking this
up so late and I don’t mean at 12:50 a.m.,
I mean in 2004,” said Councilman Kevin
McKeown.

Council members directed city staff to
study the financial implications the pro-
posal would have on the city budget and
create a draft ordinance by the spring.
Councilman Mike Feinstein asked that
other cities’ living wages, like that in Los
Angeles, be analyzed to determine where
Santa Monica would compare.

Speaking in favor of the proposal were
several workers, most of whom work full-
time, make less than $10 an hour and still
rely on government subsidies.

“Workers who work full-time should-
n’t have to rely on public assistance,”
Rothstein told the council.

Each year, the income cap grows,
housing costs increase and the public
health care system worsens, according to
SMART, which labels Southern
California as being the capital of poverty
of the United States. The organization
blames low wages, not mass unemploy-
ment, for the area’s widespread poverty.

More than 120 cities in the United
States have enacted local living wages,
including nearly 25 in California alone,
according to SMART. Another 70 cities
are currently considering living wage ordi-
nances, including six in California. Now,
Rothstein says, it’s Santa Monica’s turn.

Under the proposal, non-profit organi-
zations would be exempt. The $11.51 an
hour is the level at which a family of four

is no longer eligible for public assistance
like food stamps, Rothstein said. The
wage level also is in line with recent liv-
ing wage ordinances throughout the
nation, says SMART.

The proposal also includes the health
care benefits of State Senate Bill 2, which
will mandate health care for most
employees in the state beginning in 2006.
As a result of SB 2, the current proposal
doesn’t include a second wage for
employees who don’t receive health care
benefits. But the ordinance must include a
provision indicating that if SB 2 is
repealed, then the council will amend the
ordinance to include a second wage level,
SMART officials said.

The battle over the living wage began in
1999, when SMART first recommended to
the City Council that tourism workers be
paid a higher wage. Hoping to find a dif-
ferent solution, hotel and tourism groups in
2000 put Proposition KK on the ballot. But
many argued that measure did too little to
promote wages and more to protect busi-
nesses against future wage increases. KK
was overwhelmingly defeated at the polls,
79 percent to 21 percent. 

Half a year later, the City Council
approved SMART’s living wage, but the
issue was forced to the ballot by oppo-
nents, who gathered thousands of signa-
tures against it. In November of 2002,
Proposition JJ failed at the polls by a mere
1.7 percent. It would have guaranteed
workers at businesses near the beach that
gross more than $5 million a year a wage
of $12.25 an hour without health benefits
or $10.50 with benefits. The law didn’t
apply to unionized businesses, giving the
large companies an incentive to organize
their labor. 

While Rothstein characterized Tuesday
as an historic night — because the cham-
ber and SMART, for the first time, are
urging the council to pass a living wage
— chamber officials have reservations
about the proposal. 

“The council should also recognize
that Santa Monica is part of a regional
economy, and mandating a minimum
wage higher than the city of Los Angeles
may lead to disincentives and increased
costs to the city,” chamber officials wrote
to the City Council. “The economic study
to be performed needs to include the pres-
sure that will be put on the city budget as
contractors seek to pass through the
increasing costs.” 

Living wage costs to City
Hall are not yet known 
LIVING WAGE, from page 1

“I agree it’s a shame to be
taking this up so late and

I don’t mean at 12:50
a.m., I mean in 2004.”

— KEVIN MCKEOWN
City Councilman 
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Santa Monica is currently bracing for
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger’s proposed
budget, which is expected to take away
local revenues. The state budget, as pro-
posed, will divert local property tax rev-
enue away in order to meet California’s
Prop. 98 responsibility to fund public
education. At a minimum, Santa Monica
will lose $775,000 in property taxes to the
general fund and $1.6 million to the
Redevelopment Agency, which was creat-
ed to rebuild the city following the 1994
Northridge earthquake.

Ironically, as the state shifts revenue from
the city to benefit schools, there is a local
attempt to mandate City Hall to give a mini-
mum of $6 million every year to the district.

In true City Hall fashion, the finance
department has suggested that it can actu-
ally lower the deficit by spending more
money. Stark said City Hall saved $5.7 in
one-time funds in its capital improvement
budget last year. He suggested to the
council that it spend that money on

improvements to the Santa Monica Pier, a
project that is estimated to cost $6 million.
Stark suggests this would eliminate the
need for ongoing revenues to pay for the
multi-year expense and enable City Hall to
shave $2 million off the budget shortfall.

As City Council began brainstorming
for ways to close the deficit, it found itself
in a familiar position this time of year —
listening for hours to members of the pub-
lic who pleaded to keep funding in place
for their pet programs.

More than 60 people spoke to the
council, asking for money from every-
thing to the historical society to the sym-
phony to playgrounds to more school
funding to the arts.

Afterward, each council member laid
out his or her priorities for the upcoming
year, making it clear that not everything is
going to get funded.

“We have to think about what we can
do with what we have,” said Councilman
Kevin McKeown. “The state isn’t there to
help us so we have to do it ourselves.”

gear up and try to rally support in
attempts to amend the city charter, and
force the City Council to cough up more
money for schools.

“We’ve heard them say some very nega-
tive things about the proposed amend-
ment,” noted CEPS co-chair Shari Davis on
Wednesday, “which is hard to understand.”

The proposed amendment would force
City Hall to forward no less than $6 million
of its annual revenues to the school district
— twice the regular $3 million contribution
— or about 4 percent of designated general
funds, whichever is greater. 

Also, funding to the district would be
modestly increased each year — but only
when the city’s revenues grow by at least
3.5 percent. 

However, in order to place the pro-
posed amendment on the November bal-
lot, the group must first collect 9,000 sig-
natures over the next three months.

“It looks like we’ll be hitting the streets
in the next week or so,” said CEPS
spokesperson Rebecca Soladay Kennerly.
“We’ll have a good discussion when we
meet again on Friday.”

Kennerly indicated that wording on the
petition was still being finalized and that a
strategy for gathering the 9,000 necessary
names — which amounts to approximate-
ly 100 a day — will be agreed upon by
week’s end. 

Still, CEPS members had been holding
out hope that the amendment and all the
mass signature-collecting would have been
rendered unnecessary, preferring to see the
City Council adopt a long-term plan that
would provide the school district with an
ongoing source of funding every year.

However, those hopes were dashed
during Tuesday’s exhaustive council
meeting, where members expressed hope
in matching last year’s $5.25 million con-
tribution to schools, but made no promis-
es. CEPS has had a hard time convincing
a wary council, many of whose members
took umbrage with the proposal when it
was filed earlier this month, that the
amendment is not intended to be a public
rebuke of their competence.

“This is a carefully constructed policy

that will benefit the community, the city
and its schools,” Davis said. “There’s no
need on the part of the city to be pitting
one another against each other. 

“This can be a very unifying policy, as
schools are the foundation for a strong
public policy.”

The mission to cull additional funding
for schools on a permanent basis has
proven to be a unifying experience for the
members of CEPS, a broad-based coali-
tion that counts as members such dis-
parate personalities as Santa Monicans
For Renters Rights party co-founder
Denny Zane and Chris Harding, a land
use attorney who often battles SMRR on
behalf of the business community.

The group consists primarily of parents
— those with children currently enrolled in
Santa Monica schools and those whose chil-
dren have already emerged from the system. 

The exact tactics CEPS plans to employ
to collect some 3,000 signatures a month
for the next three months have yet to be
agreed upon, but residents can expect to
hear from the lobbying group soon. CEPS
has been hard to ignore over the course of
the past two years since its inception.
Speaking at Tuesday’s council meeting on
behalf of the organization and its goal of
increased funding were superintendent of
schools John Deasy and Jose Escarce, pres-
ident of the Santa Monica-Malibu Unified
School District’s Board of Education.

CEPS has reportedly conducted exten-
sive research, including public opinion
polls via phone to gauge whether the com-
munity would support such a measure. 

“We had some really good speakers
(Tuesday) night,” said Davis, who admit-
ted she was heartened by the number of
non-member city residents who spoke to
the council in support of increased school
funding.

With more than a $350 million annual
budget, school supporters believe City
Hall can afford to continue its financial
commitment to the district. But they don’t
want to have to ask every year, hence the
charter amendment.

“CEPS is focusing on the positive,”
Davis said. “We’re doing this for the
schools, as well as the benefits it will pro-
vide to everyone.”

ACTIVISTS, from page 1

CITY BUDGET, from page 1

School group focuses on
its next strategic move

City cuts will have to be made
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BY ANDREW BRIDGES 
AP Science Writer 

PASADENA — A NASA rover has
discovered layering in rocks just yards
from where it landed on Mars, and scien-
tists said they were eager for the spacecraft
to determine whether the outcropping
could have been formed in water. 

The Opportunity rover spied the fine-
scaled layering just days after it landed in
a small crater on the far side of the planet
from its twin, Spirit. The horizontally
striped and fractured slabs of bedrock rim
a portion of the shallow depression and lie
just a short drive from where the six-
wheeled robot sits atop its lander. 

“Look at the wonderful layer cake-
structure in there,” said Steve Squyres,
the mission's main scientist, as he excited-
ly narrated for reporters a slow pan of a
high-resolution black-and-white image
showing the rocks. “It's going to be fasci-
nating beyond words to get up close and
personal with this thing.” 

The find is a significant one: Each
roughly half-inch thick layer represents
an event in the geologic history of the Red
Planet that Opportunity should be able to
reconstruct with its complement of cam-
eras and scientific instruments. 

Scientists believe the layers were laid
down over a relatively brief period of time
— anywhere from a single day to several
millennia — but billions of years ago.
They piled up either as ash spewed by
successive volcanic eruptions or as sedi-
ments borne by wind or water. 

“By stringing them together, we devel-
op a sense of history,” said Andrew Knoll,
of Harvard University, a member of the
mission science team. “We have a famil-
iar type of document lying in front of
Opportunity.” 

Some scientists believe the 18-inch-
high band of layered rocks is cross-bedded
in part, suggesting a sedimentary origin
that would require the presence of water. 

If so, the rocks could provide the tangi-
ble evidence NASA seeks that Mars once
was a wetter place capable of sustaining
life. Images taken from orbit already sug-
gest vast amounts of water once flowed
across the surface of the planet. 

The Opportunity rover was in good
shape after its weekend landing but had
developed a small, 15-watt power loss
that worried NASA. It also began unfold-
ing and successfully deployed and tested
its high-gain antenna, used to communi-
cate directly with Earth. 

Engineers believe a heater in the shoul-
der of its robotic arm has been turning on
unnecessarily when temperatures drop.
Typically, the heater is needed only when
the arm is in use, mission manager Jim
Erickson said. 

“We don’t normally want it on. Right
now we believe it’s going to be continu-
ously on whenever it’s cold enough,”
Erickson said. 

Engineers continued to monitor the sit-
uation, unsure if it could harm the rover. 

“We’re very paranoid people,”
Erickson said. 

Opportunity’s twin, Spirit, continued
to convalesce, 6,600 miles around the
planet. Engineers received additional data
from the ailing rover that is furthering
their quest to understand computer prob-
lems that last week brought its science
work to a grinding halt. 

Engineers believe Spirit does not have
sufficient random-access memory to man-
age all the files in its flash memory. To pre-
vent similar problems on Opportunity, engi-
neers deleted recently created but unneeded
computer files from its flash memory, which
is similar to the memory that digital cameras
use to store photographs. 

Opportunity should roll off its lander
sometime in the next two weeks. This
week it is scheduled to put to use its mini-
thermal emissions spectrometer, an
instrument that measures infrared radia-
tion emitted by objects. 

By aiming the instrument at the layered
outcropping, scientists said it should
reveal what minerals its rocks contain —
information that should clear up their ori-
gin. Subsequent close-up measurements
by all of Opportunity’s instruments,
including its combination microscope-
camera, can then confirm those early
hypotheses, said Squyres, a Cornell
University astronomer. 

“We’re going to drive close and beat
up on them with everything we got,”
Squyres said of the rocks. 

Scientists believe Opportunity came to
a rest inside either of two, 20-yard-diam-
eter craters, said Rob Manning, manager
of the entry, descent and landing portion
of the mission. They expected to identify
which of the two adjacent craters in com-
ing days. 

Both bowls lie just a half-mile from a
larger crater that scientists hope
Opportunity can explore later in its three-
month mission. 

“We all are going to get to go on the
coolest geologic field trip in history,”
Squyres told reporters. 

Together, the two 384-pound rovers
make up a single $820 million mission.
NASA launched Spirit on June 10 and
Opportunity on July 7. Spirit landed Jan. 3,
followed by Opportunity three weeks later. 

Spirit landed in Gusev Crater and
Opportunity in Meridiani Planum.
Measurements made from orbit by other
NASA spacecraft suggest both sites once
abounded in water. 

NASA rover discovers
layered rocks on Mars

“It’s going to be 
fascinating beyond words

to get up close and 
personal with this thing.”

— STEVE SQUYRES
NASA scientist
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Do you own highly appreciated assets, such as stocks,
real estate or a closely held business? If you do, a
Charitable Remainder Trust (CRT) could play a crucial
role in your estate plan, enabling you to achieve any or
all of the following objectives:

■ Diversify a highly appreciated asset, without incur-
ring immediate capital gains tax on the sale

■ Create a potentially lifelong payment stream
■ Receive a possible income tax deduction 
■ Reduce your estate tax liability
■ Provide for a charity of your choice
Through a Charitable Remainder Trust, you can con-

tribute appreciated assets to charity while you (or anoth-
er non-charitable beneficiary) have the right to a fixed
payment stream from those assets for a predetermined
period — your lifetime, the combination of your lifetime
and another person’s, or a term of up to 20 years.  

When the payment stream terminates, the remainder
of the trust assets passes to charity.

Because a CRT is a tax-exempt entity, assets sold
within the trust are not subject to capital gains tax at the
time they are sold. While capital gains tax may be
imposed at a later date on distributions from the trust, the
ability to defer these taxes allows the full value of the
assets to be reinvested to immediately work for your
benefit.  Thus, you may be able to convert the full value
of assets that may formerly have provided you with little
or no income into a significant payment stream.

When you contribute assets to a CRT during your life-
time you may be entitled to a charitable income tax
deduction based on the present value of the remainder
interest that passes to charity after the non-charitable pay-
ment stream terminates.  This deduction cannot exceed a
certain percentage of your adjusted gross income, but
may be carried forward five years after the initial year of
your contribution.  Therefore, you may receive the bene-
fit of an income tax deduction for up to six years. 

Because of the gift tax charitable deduction, the
amount remaining in the trust transferred to charity is not
subject to federal gift taxes.

Contributing highly appreciated assets to a CRT also
reduces your estate by removing both the asset and all
future appreciation on that asset (exclusive of any pay-
ments you receive from the trust). This may save you
considerable estate taxes.

PROVIDING FOR YOUR HEIRS:
Suppose you are concerned about providing for your

heirs, as well as your favorite charity. You can replace all
or part of the value of the property transferred to the CRT
with an asset replacement strategy like the following:

■ Establish an irrevocable life insurance trust (ILIT).
The trust would purchase a life insurance policy on the
life of the donor. Upon the donor’s death, the life insur-
ance proceeds could be distributed to the trust’s benefici-
aries — presumably family members.

■ Make annual gifts to the ILIT. You can use some of
the payment stream from the CRT and the income tax
savings from the charitable income tax deduction for this
purpose. If the trust is drafted with particular provisions,
the gifts may qualify for the annual gift tax exclusion or
they may count toward one’s $1 million lifetime gift tax
exclusion amount. 

■ The trustee of the ILIT may then use the gifts to
purchase life insurance on your life, or a second-to-die
policy on you and your spouse. The trustee is both poli-
cy owner and beneficiary.

■ Life insurance proceeds received by the beneficiar-
ies of the ILIT generally are not subject to income taxes
and are not included in your gross estate at death. Thus
using the CRT and the ILIT, you may be able to con-
tribute significantly greater assets to charity and actually
pass on more of your wealth to your beneficiaries!

Estate planning can help you preserve the assets you
have carefully accumulated.  Bear in mind that these
strategies are subject to the complex laws and regulations
governing estate and gift tax, income tax and private
foundations. To be effective, an estate plan should be

designed and implemented by specialists. As with all
such matters, you should consult with your attorney and
tax advisors to help devise a plan appropriate for you.

Selecting a trustee for your CRT is an equally important
decision. The trustee may be responsible for investing and
reinvesting trust assets, making periodic accountings and
filings to trust beneficiaries and appropriate tax authori-
ties, and numerous other administrative functions. You
should consider using a professional trustee to receive the
benefits of ongoing relationship management, and ensure
objectivity and proper trust administrative services.

John S. Kim is a Financial Consultant for Smith
Barney in Beverly Hills. To understand how a CRT can
benefit your family, call 310-205-4939, or visit his web-
page at www.fc.smithbarney.com/jkim.

This article is based, in whole or in part, on information pro-
vided by the Planning Services Department of Smith Barney. Smith
Barney does not provide tax or legal advice. Please consult your
tax and/or legal advisor for such guidance. Smith Barney is a divi-
sion of Citigroup Global Markets Inc. Member SIPC.
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PHILLY STEAK
FAST FREE DELIVERY

1551 Ocean Ave.
(at Colorado)

in Santa Monica
Catering Available

GET A FREE SODA!
with each sandwich ordered for delivery.

Tel: (310)434-9668
Fax: (310)434-9668

Exp. 1/31/04 

“Best Framer in Los Angeles”
LA Magazine

Catering to the Interior Design 
and Film Industry

✔ Speedy & professional service
✔ All work done on the premises
✔ Special discounts to the trade

Your family portraits deserve a professional touch.

Universal Art Gallery • 2001 Lincoln Blvd., Venice • phone: (310) 302-8909

25%
venice camera exchange

& digital image center
2417 lincoln blvd. in venice - (310) 821-5611

FILM DEVELOPEMENT
WITH THIS AD

WINDOW TINTING

2410 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica
(310) 453-3541

www.automotiveentertainment.com

Auto • Commercial • Residential • UV Coating • Lifetime Warranty

FREE ESTIMATES
CALL US FOR FREE COST SAVING 

TIPS FOR YOUR HOME

$20 OFF*
w/ this ad

*Any tint job over $60

Lic#743969

ARE YOU
BACKED UP?
IT’S EASY AND WILL SAVE YOU TIME

AND MONEY IN THE LONG RUN.

• Data backup packages start at $50 a month

• Daily and Weekly back ups available

• It’s automatic!

• Recovery assistance available.

Call Zylink at 866.227.9539

Give to charity and give to yourself
IT’S YOUR
BUSINESS

By John Kim



BY RACHEL D'ORO 
Associated Press Writer 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — A federal
judge in Anchorage ordered Exxon Mobil
Corp. on Wednesday to pay $6.75 billion
in punitive damages and interest to thou-
sands of fishermen and others affected by
the 1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill. 

“We have now closed the trial court
doors for the last time in this litigation after
15 years,” said David Oesting, lead attor-
ney for the plaintiffs. “We're definitely on
track to the end of the entire dispute.” 

In Wednesday’s ruling, U.S. District
Judge Russel Holland ordered Exxon
Mobil to pay $4.5 billion in punitive dam-
ages and about $2.25 billion in interest. 

The money is to go to 32,000 fisher-
men, Alaska Natives, landowners, small
businessmen and municipalities affected
by the nearly 11 million gallon spill in

Prince William Sound. 
An Exxon Mobil official said the

Irving, Texas-based company plans to
appeal the 81-page ruling, the latest of
several issued by Holland. 

The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
has twice vacated Holland’s decisions in
the case, said Exxon spokesman Tom
Cirigliano. Holland had been ordered by
the appellate court to reconsider his find-
ings of damages. 

“This ruling flies in the face of the
guidelines set by the appeals court,”

Cirigliano said of Wednesday’s order. 
In 2002, Holland reduced the Exxon

punitive damages award to $4 billion after
a three-judge panel sent the original $5 bil-
lion verdict back, saying it was excessive. 

In his latest ruling, the judge was to
consider a U.S. Supreme Court decision
last year involving a Utah traffic accident
and damages awarded in that case. 

Attorneys from both sides argued that
the Supreme Court case, State Farm
Mutual Automobile Insurance Co. v.
Campbell, supported their damages
claims. In that case, the Supreme Court
ruled that a state court jury’s award of
$145 million to punish the insurance com-
pany was grossly excessive when actual
damages were $1 million. 

The high court held that the ratio of
punitive to actual damages should not
exceed single digits, or 9-to-1. 

Exxon attorneys argued that injury to
plaintiffs was only economic and dam-
ages should be based on a lower ratio,
such as 1-to-1 or less. That would produce
punitive damages of about $25 million.

Exxon has already paid $3.2 billion on
cleanup, settlements and other fees and
penalties, attorneys said. 

But lawyers for the plaintiffs argued
that the key issue is conduct, and that
Exxon’s was among the worst. They said
Exxon knew that tanker Capt. Joe
Hazelwood had a drinking problem but
still allowed him to take charge of the
Exxon Valdez. They calculated actual
damages at more than $500 million and
punitive damages at roughly $5 billion
based on a 9-1 ratio. 

Cirigliano said that when the matter
was sent back to Holland, Exxon Mobil
lawyers predicted this would be the result
— “serious further delays” — from hav-
ing to appeal rulings from a court “that
has already made numerous mistakes.” 

The spill occurred March 24, 1989, less
than three hours after the 987-foot ship left
the Alyeska Pipeline terminal in Valdez. 

The ship grounded at Bligh Reef, rup-
turing eight of its 11 cargo tanks and
spewing some 10.8 million gallons of
crude oil into the sound. 

An estimated 250,000 seabirds and
thousands of marine mammals died as a
result of the spill, which contaminated
more than 1,200 miles of shoreline. 

Lingering effects of the spill include
declines and stunted growth in various
marine populations and indirect mortality
increases in pink salmon populations.
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Page 10 ❑ Thursday, January 29, 2004 ❑ Santa Monica Daily Press

Ocean Oasis 
A Medical Spa for Women

■ Therapeutic Massage ■ Hot Stones

■ Deep Tissue Massage ■ Facials

■ Pregnancy Massage ■ Aeromatherapy
Ask about our women’s circle

Dr. Lisa Masterson, M.D.

1333 Ocean Avenue in Santa Monica • (310) 458-8190

■ Detail oriented attention to your daily tasks ■ Care of plants and pets

■ Chauffered limo service ■ Complete tech support for your home/office/small biz

■ Relocation services ■ Your personal concierge

Major Credit Cards Accepted  • Virtually anything you need! Just ask!

400 S. Beverly Dr., Ste 214 in Beverly Hills • (310) 876-3180 • fax (310) 876-0182
Check us out at our website: www.errandsetc.biz

Protecting the most valuable
commodity in L.A. ... YOUR TIME!

Sustainable Quality Award
Nomination Deadline February 9th 2004

The Sustainable Quality Awards honor businesses and organizations that
make Santa Monica a better place to live and work. Awards are given to com-
panies that demonstrate commitment to the community in one or more of
the following three areas: economic development, stewardship of the natural
environment, and social responsibility.  Winners will be honored at the May
4th Chamber Luncheon.

Nominations are quick and easy! Visit www.smsqa.com and click on
“SQA Nomination Form”, or contact the Chamber of Commerce at

310.393.9825 for more information.

City of

Santa Monica™

Judge orders Exxon to pay $6.75 billion for Valdez spill
“This ruling flies in the face of the guidelines set 

by the appeals court.”

— TOM CIRIGLIANO
Exxon spokesman

DID YOU KNOW?: Winston Churchill was born in a ladies room during a dance.
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Taliban strikes British, German bases
By The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — A pair of nearly simulta-
neous attacks, one suicide, on British and German bases
near the Afghan capital Wednesday left one British sol-
dier dead and as many as nine other foreigners wound-
ed, police and peacekeepers said. 

A spokesman for the Taliban claimed it had carried
out the bombings. 

The attacks came during a memorial ceremony for a
Canadian soldier killed in a Taliban suicide attack in
Kabul just the day before. An Afghan civilian was also
killed in that attack. 

The British soldier was killed near their base in
Kabul, said Canadian Maj. Gen. Andrew Leslie, deputy
commander of the security force, speaking at the end of
the memorial service at the Canadian base. 

“Initial reports indicate that one of our British com-
rades lost his life and there have been several injuries,”
he said, adding that another explosive device was deto-
nated outside the main German base. 

U.N. team welcomed with bombing
By The Associated Press

BAGHDAD, Iraq — A car bomb exploded
Wednesday in front of a hotel frequented by Westerners,
killing at least four people, witnesses and coalition offi-
cials said. The blast occurred one day after six U.S. sol-
diers were killed in a pair of roadside bombings. 

A South African man was among the dead at the
Shaheen hotel in Baghdad, according to employees of
the three-story building in the city’s Karadah district. 

The attack occurred as a two-member U.N. team
arrived in Baghdad to assess security for an electoral

team. U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan said Tuesday
he would send the electoral team if the United States can
guarantee its safety. 

If it comes, the team will try to determine whether
Iraq is safe enough and adequately equipped to hold
early elections, an issue at the core of a dispute between
the U.S.-led coalition administration and Iraq’s majority
Shiites over forming a new government. 

Visits to Cuba go up in smoke
By The Associated Press

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. — Dreary January is usually
a busy month for Americans visiting sunny Cuba as part
of a cultural exchange program. But this year is differ-
ent, as a chill continues between the communist island
and the White House. 

The Bush administration has eliminated cultural
exchange licenses that allowed just about any American
to travel to Cuba, which has been subject to a U.S. trade
embargo for more than four decades since Fidel Castro
seized power. 

These so-called “people-to-people” licenses, intro-
duced in 1999 by the Clinton administration, were
intended to let Cubans and Americans learn about each
other through educational trips. 

But federal officials now say the exchanges had become
little more than thinly veiled tourism and eliminated the
program. The last licenses expired Dec. 31 and some trav-
el agencies are scrambling to find a legal alternative. 

Senators call on weapons inspector
By The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Senators want to speak with the
former top U.S. weapons inspector who said he couldn’t

find evidence that Saddam Hussein possessed weapons
of mass destruction, a primary justification by President
Bush for the war in Iraq. 

David Kay is one of a number of U.S. officials who
have recently adjusted their position on Saddam’s
weapons capabilities. 

As special adviser to CIA Director George Tenet,
Kay was chosen last year as the Iraq Survey Group
leader in part because he was convinced weapons would
be found. “My suspicions are that we’ll find in the
chemical and biological areas, in fact, I think there may
be some surprises coming rather quickly in that area,”
he said on CNN in June. 

Now, Kay, who was scheduled to testify before a
Senate committee Wednesday, says he believes large
stocks of weapons are unlikely to be found and blamed
faulty intelligence for the misguided assessments. 

‘Rings’ could make fantasy a reality
By The Associated Press 

BEVERLY HILLS — E.T. could not do it. Neither
could Luke Skywalker or Dorothy Gale. Yet Frodo
Baggins and his hobbit, elf and wizard pals are on the
verge of claiming Academy Awards respectability for
the land of make-believe. 

Fantastical tales have a long and dismal Oscar histo-
ry, but “The Lord of the Rings: The Return of The King”
looks ready to change that, taking front-runner status for
best picture with a leading 11 nominations Tuesday. 

Such sci-fi and fantasy films as “The Wizard of Oz,”
“Star Wars” and “E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial” are among
the rare otherworldly movies to earn best-picture nomi-
nations. None has won, though, with academy voters
tending toward weighty dramas over fanciful tales
regarded more as kid flicks than serious cinema. 

With “The Lord of the Rings” trilogy, adapted from
J.R.R. Tolkien’s epic Middle-earth adventure, director
Peter Jackson has altered the face of fantasy. He crafted a
world not only of dazzling visuals but also of heart, humor,
three-dimensional characters and Shakespearean drama. 

WORLD BRIEFLY
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COMICS

Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

Where the “locals”meet and the “fun loving”tourists always return!

1615 Ocean Front, Santa Monica (310) 393-2666
At Santa Monica Beach in front of the historic merry-go round, just

below & southeast of the pier. This location has been here since 1902

SUN • FUN • GREAT FOOD
BEER • WINE • MUSIC

SPORTS TV • 2 OUTDOOR PATIOS
SMOKING ALLOWED

REASONABLE PRICES! CHILDREN WELCOME!

“WORLD FAMOUS”

YOUR NEXT JIFFY LUBE
Signature Service Oil Change.

+ a FREE VIP Card 
($30 value. See store for details.)

2344 Pico Blvd. in Santa Monica (at Cloverfield)

(310) 392-1994

$2199
+ Tax & Environmental

Fee, Most Cars.

Each Jiffy Lube is independently owned and operated. SM-DP 8

LUBE IT OR
LOSE IT.

LUBE IT OR
LOSE IT.

In minutes, with no appointment

Bring in this coupon to the Santa Monica Jiffy Lube and pay $21.99 plus tax and environmen-
tal fee, most cars, up to 5 quarts, for a complete Signature Service Oil Change. Not valid with
other discounts or offers of synthetic oil. OFFER EXPIRES 2/29/04.

J A P A N E S E   R E S T A U R A N T

$15 Special
FREE California Roll & FREE Miso Soup

with $15 purchase or more

Sushi Special
Buy 1 get second item free

Exp. Jan. 31, 2004

2645  LINCOLN  BLVD. IN  SANTA  MONICA
(AT OCEAN PARK INSIDE THOMAS’ COFFEE SHOP)

(310) 452-2265
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CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale
Furniture
Pets
Boats

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel
Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness
Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Obituaries

$3
50

per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.  

Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

CCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDDSS

Employment
$3 - 5K per week income poten-
tial work from home, NOT MLM.
(800)570-3782 Ext. 4020.

AUTO DETAILER wanted. No 
experience required will train.
California drivers license/clean 
DMV required. Apply with DMV 
printout P/T.F/T $7/hr 310-459-
6800, Greg

COMPANION SOUGHT to 
keep generous gentleman hap-
py. Photo and details to 
hupenzwecklos@hotmail.com

DENTAL OFFICE, Office 
Assistant. Multi-task, salary 
flexible  depending  on 
experience. Fax resume to
310-394-0697

DOCTORS OFFICE Clerical 
Position F/T Must multi-task 
well. Salary flexible depending 
on experience. Fax resume to 
310-582-1223

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit fe-
male model wanted for figure 
drawing by artist. No experi-
ence necessary. Call (818)501-
0266

GOOD OPPORTUNITY for F/T 
or P/T employment. R.N., up to 
$80K/year & M.S.W/Master in 
Social Work up to $50K/year 
needed for Adult Day Health 
center in M.D.R 310-821-3599
Fax 310-821-3387

Help make the world a better place
and earn extra cash as a Tele
Fundraiser. Raise money for the
Democratic National Committee,
PBS Radio and TV Stations,
Symphonies, Operas and Theatres.
Work for MSGI!!

Now is your chance to join a dynam-
ic fund raising organization that
offers employees flexible schedules,
paid training, and an hourly salary
plus bonuses. Start to make a dif-
ference today by calling Danni at
310-760-0770 ext. 400 or email us at
submissions@sdatel.com.

MSGI

MEDICAL FRONT OFFICE in 
Santa Monica. F/T, Computer 
skills, busy phones. Fax resume
310-395-2063

OFFICE ASSISTANT P/T Must 
be organized & have strong MS 
office experience. Great 
customer service skills. Fax 
resume to 310-581-8388

RECEPTIONIST/LESSON 
COORDINATION DUTIES IN-
CLUDE: GOOD PHONE 
SKILLS, LIGHT 
BOOKKEEPING, COMPUTER 
KNOWLEDGE, SALARY 
NEGOTIABLE, FT/PT, CALL
310-453-1928

TANNING SALON seeks p/t  
sales associate.
Send resume to 
Arthur.Lewis@planetbeach.com
310-442-8261

THE DAILY Press  is seeking 
Advertising Interns for the 
spring semester. This is a fan-
tastic opportunity to jump into 
advertising. Flexible hours, col-
lege credit available. Email re-
sume to ross@smdp.com.

WORK P/T No experience 
needed, evenings, $8/hr, flexi-
ble schedule. Call (888)263-
9886 .

Employment

THE DAILY PRESS IS   
SEEKING NEWSROOM     

INTERNS FOR THE SPRING 
SEMESTER. FLEXIBLE 
HOURS AND A GREAT 

WORKING ENVIRONMENT.
GAIN EXPERIENCE IN 

JOURNALISM WORKING 
FOR THE ONLY DAILY 

LOCAL NEWSPAPER IN 
SANTA MONICA. IF 

INTERESTED, E-MAIL 
RESUME TO 

HEATHER@SMDP.COM

Vehicles for sale

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

’02 Ford Escape XLT
V6, Automatic A/C P/window

P/lock, tilt, CD, white leather

(ID#2KB22246) $17,895

’02 Ford Explorer Sport
V6, automatic, alloys,

R/W/P/L, tilt, CD, roof rack

(ID#2UB54578) $14,989

’02 Chev Tahoe L/S
Dual A/C, CD, Dual P/seats,

third seat, alloys, much more!

(ID#193678) $23,985

’98 Honda CR-V 
Sport utility, 4x4, 

4-door, auto, A/C, CD, 

alloys, P/S, P/B, P/W

(ID#WC107541) $11,895

’98 Ford Windstar
V6, A/C, P/W, P/L, 

ABS, low miles

(ID#WBA93645) $7,995

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT 

FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

OF SANTA MONICA

1992 HONDA Accord LX. White 
2-door, 5-speed, loaded runs 
great. $2200 310-264-8338

Vehicles for sale

’01 DODGE 
DURANGO R/T 

VIN 544097 Loaded, Leather
only 31K, 1owner $19,995

’94 JAGUAR XJ6 
VIN 687617 Pristine cond.
6 disc changer wire wheels

$10,000

’95 MERCEDES 
BENZ S-320

VIN 280961 six disc changer
Black beauty $17,000

’97 BMW 328i
convertible VIN T98113 Super

clean low miles $18,500

’98 DODGE GRAND 
CARAVAN LE

VIN 530531  $9000

’03 DODGE VIPER
VIN 500992  Rare red car w/

black top 43 mls $85,000

’03 HONDA CIVIC LX
1400 miles VIN 603898

$14,000

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712

Vehicles for sale

1401 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-394-1888
infinitiofsantamonica.com 

✯’03 Infiniti G35✯
4,600 Miles! Must See! Save

Money, Fully Loaded (M22465)

✯’95 BMW 525i ✯
Low Mileage, Mint Condition

(GK84022) 

✯’03 Infiniti G35 Sedan✯
DVD Navi, Prem whis, Loaded

(v006982)

✯’00 Infiniti Q45✯

ANNIVERSARY EDITION!
Hard to find (301468)

✯’02 Audi A8L✯
FULLY LOADED! Premium Whls.
Bose Premium Sound (001079)

✯’02 Honda S2000✯
4-Cyl. 2.0L VTEC, Leather,
6-Speed, Manuel (8767P)

✯’02 Lexus IS300✯
Sport Cross, LOADED! Prem
Wheels, Leather (043651)

✯’00 Volvo V70 XC AWD✯

SE Wagon
2.4L Turbo, Moon, alloys

VALUE PRICED! (v707506)

of Santa Monica

Vehicles for sale

1100 Santa Monica Blvd

(310) 319-1661
LAcarGUY.com

LEXUS/VOLKSWAGEN
OF SANTA MONICA

PRE-OWNED CENTER

As Low as 1.9%
Financing on

Selected Models.
Limited Term OAC.

2001 LEXUS GS 430 
4D Sedan, 5-Speed Auto
Moon Roof, Alloy Wheels

(002870)

2002 JAGUAR X-TYPE
4D, Sedan, Automatic, 

Rear Spoiler, Moon Roof
(C56605)

2001 BMW X5
4D SUV, Automatic, Leather,

Moon Roof (H14719)

2002 VW GOLF GLS
4D Hatchback, 5-Speed

Air Conditioning (016284)

2001 LEXUS IS 300 
4D Sedan, 5-Speed, Leather

Moon Roof (030352) HURRY TO: 
832 Santa Monica Blvd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUY.com

NewDeals 4
NewYears!

’00 CAMRY XLE
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
(Y0239166) $14,750

’01 VW PASSAT GLX
Four motion, Low mileage

(1E163146) $19,775

’00 LANDCRUISER
Black, LOADED

(40111676) $33,995

’01 HYUNDAI ACCENT
AUTO, A/C,  $6,995

’00 TOYOTA CELICA
Moonroof, Alloys

(Y00059710) $13,995

’02 MAZDA 626
(25277385) $11,775

’99 AVALON XLS
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
(X4297250) $14,950

AD EXPIRES 1/31/04
All advertised prices exclude gov-
ernment fees and taxes, any
finance charges, any dealer doc-
ument preparation charges, and
any emission testing charge.

Instruction
DRUM LESSONS in your 
home! Great w/children & be-
ginners, first lesson FREE! Call 
Tom (310)422-2699.

Wanted
CAREGIVER FEMALE Speaks 
english & spanish. Experience 
w/alzheimers patients looking 
for live-in position.
323-481-4550

For Rent
3RD STREET PROMENADE 
Apts. Ocean views, remodeled 
units 1+1, $1500-$2000, 2+2 
$2100-$2500. 1453 3rd Street.
MOVE IN SPECIALS! 
(310)862-1000.

SANTA MONICA $1375/mo 
2bd, 1 ba lower, 19th St. near 
S.M. Blvd. Quiet 6 unit building, 
large, private patio, ample 
closets, appliances, gas range, 
dishwasher, refrig. available, 
will consider indoor cat. Info
310-828-4481 9am-7pm

SANTA MONICA 1bd 
$1425/mo. New tiles, 
appliances, hardwood floors,
bright/airy, beautifull garden 
area. Franklin/Arizona 
310-586-1069

Vehicles for sale

YOUR AD
HERE

ADVERTISE!!!
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Century West Properties
Exceptional Westside Rentals

LEASING CENTER
1437 SEVENTH STREET, SUITE 200
SANTA MONICA

Complementary Rental List  &
Leasing  Consultation
Walk-ins Welcome 10am – 6pm Daily
(310) 899-9580

For Rent

READ THROUGH THE BIBLE
Three chapters a week starting with the book of Roman

Where: Velocity Cafe 2127 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica
(between Ocean Park & Pico)

Time: 7:00 p.m to 9:00 p.m.

Sponsored By: Westside Calvary Chapel

FOR INFORMATION: 310-712-3411
WWW.WESTSIDECALVARYCHAPEL.ORG

Announcements

For Rent

Casa Loma Apartment
101 Dudley Ave. Venice
NOW LEASING!

Steps to the beach
Singles and Studios
$695.00 to $1095.00

MOVE IN SPECIAL
FIRST MONTH FREE!

(Requires S.D. & 1 yr. lease)
1-888-399-1166

SANTA MONICA $1225/mo. 2 
bedroom/ 1 bath. Appliances, 
no pets, parking, 1935 Clover-
field Blvd. #18 Santa Monica, 
Ca. 90404 Manager in #19.

SANTA MONICA ADJ.
Townhouse, $2000/mo 2bd, 
2 1/2ba,vaulted ceilings, 
washer/dryer, parking 
310-391-8580 

SANTA MONICA Duplex, up-
per, r/s, balcony, gated, hrdwd 
flrs, near SMC, $1200
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Cottage, r/s, 
crpt, bright, near beach, 
courtyard, eat-in kitchen, $895
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Duplex, dog 
ok, r/s, dishwasher, hrdwd flrs, 
yard, flex lease, $1650
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA shared apt., 
pvt rm, dishwasher, laundry, 
near SMC, util incld, $500
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA shared apt., 
pvt rm, pvt bath, r/s, dishwasher
Laundry, m to m, $525
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, crpt, lg 
closets, laundry, near SMC, 
spacious, quiet, $975
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, lg closets, 
blinds, bright, hrdwd flrs, near 
Pico, nice area, $725
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, lower, r/s, big   
unit, nice area, near SMC, 
prkng, $1250
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, r/s, crpt, near 
shopping, flexible lease, util.
incld, quiet, $800
www.westsiderentals.com

WLA $1390/MO. 2 Bedrooms, 1 
bath, hardwood floors, large 
kitchen (310)391-8880.

For Rent

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

RENTALS  AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA  MONICA

1451 Princeton $995
Lower 1 bed, new paint,

stove, laundry room

1437 Euclid $1250
Upper 2 bed, new carpet &

paint, balcony, parking

1810 Idaho $1250
Lower 1 bed, garage,

gas stove, good closet space

1523 Harvard $1395
Lower 2 bed, 1 _ baths,

new carpet & paint, balcony

117 Strand $1450
Upper 1 bed, steps to beach
remodeled kitchen, parking

1236 Euclid $1495
Lower 2 bed, 2 bath, 
new carpet, fireplace, 
balcony, laundry rm.

1224 12th St. $1595
Upper 2 bed, 1.5 bath,

bright front unit, balcony

1230 Berkeley $1595
Rear upper 2 bed, 2 bath,

huge deck with views

BRENTWOOD
WEST  LA

11615 Darlington,
Brentwood, $1090

Upper 1 bed, new carpet &
stove, recent upgrades, 

walk to San Vicente

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

SANTA MONICA, r/s, hrdwd 
flrs, laundry, near MGM, pool, 
prkng, $900
www.westsiderentals.com

For Rent
SM 2+2 1/2 2 car garge, direct 
acces to unit,laundry room.
Near Wilshire $2600/mo.
(310)439-2073.

Houses For Rent
2 BEDROOM, 1 1/2 Bath, North 
of Montana. Garage & yard 
$3,500/mo. 310-382-6415

2BR 1BA House, 1507 18th 
Street, new paint & blinds, 
carpet. $1500/mo  NO PETS
310-532-3876

S.M. 3+3+DEN, 2 car garage, 
hardwood & carpets, full kitchen
water filter. Near St. Johns 
Hospital. Utilities included 
$2800/mo 310-449-1015

TOPANGA LOCATION, Loca-
tion. Trees, view, charm, priva-
cy 2bdrm, 1bath, 2 balconies, 
immaculate, washer/dryer. NO 
PETS, NO SMOKERS.$2200/M
310-455-1084

WLA $3,000/MO 3 BEDROOM
2 BATH,LARGE DEN & YARD
CLEAN,QUIET & 
CONVENIENT 310-455-2415

Roommates
NON-SMOKING SWF desires 
room to rent or tiny apartment 
www.elizabethpope.net or 
(760)409-7376.

Commercial Lease

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES 6th ST.

ONE MONTH
FREE RENT

Remodeled: Mediterranean Design
Near Promenade, Windows
Parking, Garden Courtyard
Janitorial, Utilities included

2-4 Rooms, Short/Long Term

$1495-$2450
(310) 395-4620

DENTAL OFFICE to share.
Seeking aggressive dentist to 
start solo practice. Share quality 
Santa Monica location in a 
prestigious professional medical 
building. Available mornings un-
til 1pm, all day Fridays and Sat-
urdays. Call 310-315-3676.

SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days 
per/wk $500/mo. Jasmine 
(310)392-9596.

Commercial Lease

1617 BROADWAY
Individual Offices 

New building.
All services included.

Reception telephone answering.

High speed T-1 Internet.

Full use of conference rooms,

copier, printer, faxes...etc.

Parking. Flexible lease terms.

310-526-0310

MDR SHARE space. New suite, 
3 space in small Law Firm. Law 
Library, Conference Room, Re-
ceptionist, Copier, DSL, Parking 
Available, 90 Freeway close.
Starting at $800. (310)553-
0756.

OFFICE SPACE. 235-340 
Sq  Ft. Reasonable. 19th & 
Colorado   Santa Monica 
310-453-4427

OFFICE SPACE. 235-340 Sq 
Ft. Reasonable. 19th & 
Colorado Santa Monica 
310-453-4427

Real Estate

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership

Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer

Call Today
310-745-4847
Buy or Sell Tomorrow

I WILL BUY YOUR 
MORTGAGE NOTE. CALL 
TODAY TO FIND OUT HOW 
YOU CAN CONVERT YOUR 
MONTHLY PAYMENTS INTO 
A LARGE LUMP SUM OF 
CASH.
818-878-3006

Real Estate Wanted

MOTIVATED BUYER: I buy 
houses, any area, any price, 
any condition .
Call (310)422-4933 .

Massage
$10 OFF/AD THERAPY & 
RELAX 1227 LINCOLN BLVD 
#201 SANTA MONICA 
(323)630-9506

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal 
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials 
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

DEEP TISSUE THERAPY 
$40/FLAT PROFESSIONAL 
AND NURTURING. I WILL 
ALSO TRADE MASSAGE 
PAUL (310)741-1901.

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong 
and tender relaxing bodywork 
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian 
Staff (310)899-3709.

SENSUAL MASSAGE $100 
Special Sensual full body 
massage.Young, fit, positive 
attitude, fun & playful! Outcall 
only very discreet & classy.
Mara   310-797-2153

WESTSIDE BOMBSHELL
Sparkling green eyes, 5’2”, fit 
and toned. Naturally busty, 
soothing sensual touch, full 
body massage. Crystal 310-
339-6709 In/Out *Special Rate 
for Outcalls*

Announcements
ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP
meeting. Last Wednesday of 
the month; at Sunrise Assisted 
Living, Pacific Palisades call 
(310)573-9545/Linda.

FREE MOVING BOXES
310-393-3540

Business Opps
SALES CONSULTANT: Chan-
nel or Enterprise Sales. Found-
er of several 7 - 10 figure com-
panies. www.aivaccents.com or 
call 310-739-3287

Yard Sales

YARD SALE Beautiful clothing, 
3 pieces for $1. 9am-1pm 
Saturday 1/31 1029 2nd Street

Fitness

Have Fun Getting
FIT By the BEACH

Inquire About Our Way to
Wellness Program! Exercise,

Eating & Stress Management … 
All In One Great Program!

Located at the Loews
Santa Monica Beach Hotel

310-842-5657
www.globalfitnesssolutionsonline.com

Feel Better…Lose Weight…Improve your Health!

Facials  • Yoga  • Pilates • Therapeutic Massage
Pregnancy & Post-pregnancy services

BRING IN A FRIEND FOR YOGA AND SHE’S FREE!

1333 Ocean Avenue in Santa Monica 

(310) 458-8190
Dr. Lisa Masterson, M.D. 

Ocean Oasis
A Medical Day Spa for Women

TAI CHI/I-CHIUNG classes in 
Santa Monica call for info.
(626)429-6360.

Personals
FINANCIAL SECURE 70 seek-
ing 50 plus, petite, secure lady 
for companion, travel, hiking, 
homelife. (310)452-3131.

MADAME LAURA
Meditation Healings

Answers All Life Questions
Palm Readings
Spiritual Cleansing

All Readings Private &
Confidential

Established & Licensed 
for 40 years

Morning Hours: 310-370-7659
Afternoon Hours: 310-374-9157

Located in Redondo Beach

❤❤
Talk to a Model 24hrs.

310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222
$15/15 min.

CC/Check OK
www.USLove.com

WELCOME TO THE WORLD!

The Santa Monica Daily Press is now running birth announcements
every Tuesday. Call 310-458-PRESS (7737) for details.

Announce the
arrival of your
newest family

member.

Now offering obituary listings.
For more details call the Daily Press.

310.458.7737 ext. 111

Pay tribute
to a

loved one.

Services
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DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 • SANTA MONICA

• Evening hours + emergency services
• Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers
• 20+ years of experience
• UCLA Graduate
• Most insurances accepted
• Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS

310-315-3676

Services

PPrroommoottee  yyoouurr    bbuussiinneessss  iinn  tthhee  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

Services

COPPER REPIPE SPECIALIST
LOW WATER PRESSURE? RUSTY

UNSAFE WATER? GETTING SCALDED?
We specialize in Copper Repipe of 

private homes & apartments. Call us!
Senior Citizen Discount

FREE Estimates

1-877-379-9455
SOL’S PLUMBING

AMERICAN
EXPRESS

FREE
WATER HEATER

Lic#767143 Bonded & Ins.
ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED

ALWAYS A CLEAN QUALITY JOB!

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing, 
drywall, electrical. 30 years in 
this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

Services

A/C CONSTRUCTION

COMMERCIAL
Residential Remodel

HONEST & RELIABLE

FREE ESTIMATES

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

MARCO TELECOM: Phone 
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

Services

AWARD 
PAINTING
When Quality Counts!

■ Excellent References
■ Knowledgable, Professional
■ Affordable Pricing
■ Mastercard /Visa
■ Faux Finishing
■ Proper Preparation
■ Beautiful Finish Work
■ Satisfaction Guaranteed

Call Dave Ward for a 
Free Estimate:

(310) 641-1235
30+ Years
Experience

Insured Lic. 502762

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all 
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate 
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193

BRICK REPAIR
CEMENT WORK

GUTTER CLEANING
QUICK RESPONSES

310-475-0864

PAINTING TOP QUALITY  A&A 
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta 
(310)560-9864.

Services

D.J. Service
Corporate & Private Events

Negotiable Rates
818.370.1659

D.J

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper 

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

GODDARD
CONSTRUCTION

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Improvements • Remodels
Repairs • New Construction

Interior/Exterior Painting

Excellent References
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Senior Discount

Mobile: 310.650.9376
Office: 310.373.7716

CA Lic#777282 • Insured • Bonded

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and 
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone 
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

KITCHEN & Bath Remodeling, 
Room additions.Free estimate 
Lic#615195 -(888)907-6444

Services

“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of 
your cleaning, own transporta-
tion. $40 (818)705-0297.

NBM CONSTRUCTION
Room Additions, Remodel,

Electric, Plumbing, Carpentry
(888) 420-5866 

Lic#745354

NOTICE TO
READERS:

California  law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or 

materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their

license number on all 
advertising.You can check the 

status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed 

contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state

in their advertisements that 
they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board.

ONE HOUR Alterations, 
hemming, jeans, pants, skirts, 
etc. Made by professional Call
Michael 310-980-2674 

PICTURE FRAMES custom 
made by professional (310)980-
2674.

Services

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

(310) 235-2882

Steve’s
DISCOUNT
PLUMBING
DRAINS • HEAT

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

(310) 439-7771 ALL PRICES NEGOTIABLE

Lic.#759420
All Work

Guaranteed
24
HOUR

15% OFF WITH THIS AD

WALLPAPER REMOVAL &
INSTALLATION

wall texture/ painting Glenn’s 
Wallpaper Service.

(310)686-8505.

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER 
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured • Lic#658-486
PAINTING • CARPENTRY • ROOFING

CONCRETE • ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

Computer Services
COMPUTER HELP: Your office 
or home. Typing, tutorial, Micro-
soft Word, Excel, Access, inter-
net navigation, software instal-
lation. Also, notary public serv-
ices. (310)207-3366

VERY PATIENT friendly & af-
fordable repairs, set-ups, train-
ing networks and more! Digital 
Duchess. (310)395-6884.

Classified Advertising Conditions :RREEGGUULLAARR RRAATTEE: 2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20 per word per day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve consecutive days.
PPRREEMMIIUUMMSS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TTYYPPOOSS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry,
we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once. DDEEAADDLLIINNEESS: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00
p.m. PPAAYYMMEENNTT: All private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CCOORRRREESSPPOONNDDEENNCCEE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5
p.m., Monday through Friday, (310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in
at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OOTTHHEERR  RRAATTEESS:: For information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call
our office at (310)458-7737.

WE ARE THE 

GIG IN TOWN!

Call Mitch at the Santa Monica Daily Press 310.458.7737 ext.111

The Daily Press Hiring Guarantee:
Run an ad in the classified section of the Santa Monica Daily
Press for 4 weeks and we’ll guarantee that you’ll find the perfect
employee! Call for more details.

Classiest
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A FAMILY OF DEALERS

Drivers 
wanted.®

By The Associated Press

■ LOS ANGELES — A lawsuit alleging that
Madonna and her husband, director Guy Ritchie, stole
the idea for the 2002 film remake of “Swept Away” will
go to court May 4. 

In the lawsuit, self-described singer, songwriter,
director and actor Vincent D’Onofrio alleges Madonna
and Ritchie took his idea for a remake of the 1975
Italian comedy and then cut him out of the credits and
compensation. 

The movie, which Ritchie directed, stars Madonna as
a wealthy woman stranded on a desert island with a sailor.
It bombed at the box office and was panned by critics. 

D’Onofrio sued Madonna, Ritchie and Sony Pictures
in Superior Court in October 2002, claiming he pitched
the idea to Madonna in April 1997 and had several
meetings with her and Ritchie. 

Attorneys for the couple have said D'Onofrio has no
proof of a contract with the female singer or Sony. 

D’Onofrio’s attorney said he would seek $10 million
in damages. 

D’Onofrio is not the actor of the same name who por-
trays Detective Bobby Goren on NBC’s “Law & Order:
Criminal Intent.’’

■ BEVERLY HILLS— A court hearing for
Courtney Love, who faces two felony counts of posses-
sion of a controlled substance, was postponed after the
judge said “additional investigation’’ was needed before
the case could proceed. 

Love met privately with Superior Court Judge Elden
S. Fox for eight minutes Tuesday before her brief court
appearance. Fox said her hearing would be delayed until
Feb. 11 because of “certain issues as it relates to an

investigation on this matter.’’
It was the second time the hearing was delayed. 
The 39-year-old singer-actress has pleaded innocent

to charges of illegal possession of two painkillers,
hydrocodone and oxycodone. Authorities say the
painkillers were discovered after she was taken to a hos-
pital on Oct. 2. 

Police said they found Love outside an ex-boyfriend’s
house, where she’d allegedly broken the windows that
day. She’s charged separately with a misdemeanor for
allegedly being under the influence of a narcotic. 

After the hearing, paparazzi followed her out of the
courtroom and into the street, where one person tripped
but was apparently uninjured. 

Before leaving, she told reporters she’s planning a
tour in support of her solo album “America’s
Sweetheart,’’ scheduled for release in February. 

The widow of Nirvana lead singer Kurt Cobain, Love
was the lead singer for the rock group Hole and has
appeared in such movies as “The People vs. Larry
Flynt’’ and “Man on the Moon.’’

■ SARASOTA, Fla. — A month before returning as
host of the Academy Awards, Billy Crystal said he was
thrilled that his friend Bill Murray earned a best actor
nomination. 

“I’m so happy for him,’’ Crystal said. “He’s really
stretched himself in the last three or four years.’’

Murray was nominated for playing a washed-up actor
in Tokyo in “Lost in Translation.’’ The role earned him
a Golden Globe Award on Sunday. 

Crystal was in Sarasota for a screening of his daugh-
ter Lindsay’s documentary “My Uncle Berns,’’ about his
charismatic uncle, Bernhardt Crystal. The film is sched-
uled to air on HBO this summer. 

The 55-year-old comedian said he’s eager to host the
show again after a three-year break, but said he still
gets nervous. 

“It’s a tough room,’’ he said with a grin. 
Crystal also smiled when asked whether he’ll be

dressed as a hobbit, a jockey or a sea captain in the style
of some of the best-picture nominees, “The Lord of the
Rings: The Return of the King,’’ “Seabiscuit’’ and
“Master and Commander: The Far Side of the World.’’

“We’ve been working on possible ideas since
November,’’ he told the Sarasota Herald-Tribune. “It’s
tough, because the Oscars are a month earlier this year.’’

■ GREENWICH, Conn. — Britton Keeshan is
using inspiration from Captain Kangaroo in his bid to
become the youngest person to climb the tallest moun-
tain on each continent. 

Keeshan is the grandson of Bob Keeshan, who died
Friday at 76 after a career in which he entertained millions
of children as the walrus-mustachioed television captain. 

Britton Keeshan, a 22-year-old college student, is on
a quest to climb the “Seven Summits,’’ the tallest peaks
on each continent. He’s reached the top of six so far,
starting at age 15, and will leave in March to attempt
Mount Everest by May. 

A Japanese climber holds the record: He accom-
plished the feat days after he turned 23. But Keeshan
believes lessons learned from his grandfather will help
him set a new record. 

“His memory will be pushing me to strive even hard-
er than I’ve ever strived before,’’ he said in an interview
Tuesday at his home in Greenwich. “He really just
pushed me to push the boundaries and seek the outer
limits of whatever I was doing.’’

Bomb Ambition: Madonna sued over ‘Swept Away’

DID YOU KNOW?: Canada is a Native American word for “Big Village.”


