
Holocaust survivor shares tales of resilience with Samohi

Photo by Thomas Leffler
HOLOCAUST: Eva Perlman, who survived the Holocaust at a young age, shared her experiences with Samohi at Barnum Hall Jan. 22. 
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In advance of Monday’s 
International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day, the students of 
Santa Monica High School were 
given a rare opportunity to hear 
from someone who escaped the 
horrors personally.

On Jan. 22, Holocaust survivor 
Eva Perlman spoke to a packed 
Barnum Hall, sharing her 
harrowing tales of resilience during 
tough times. Born in Berlin in 1932, 
Perlman was raised in constant 
turmoil, her family forced to flee 
into France during World War II, 
and the survivor has since used the 
experience to educate others about 
the Holocaust. 

The author of “Eva’s Uncommon 
Life: Guided by Miracles” gave a 
rousing address during Samohi 
Flex-Time, saying that she was “very 
honored” to talk to the Vikings in 
attendance and that her experience 
was “only one in many.” She began 
her talk, as she often does, by 
thanking the non-Jewish allies her 
family had in Europe that wouldn’t 
sell them out to the Nazis constantly 
impeding French territory.

“There were people who helped 
the Jews, and there were evil people 
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The Santa Monica Malibu Unified 
School District has been reeling 
from the ongoing chaos caused by 
this month’s wildfires but the true 
cost of the disaster came into focus 
last week with the first meeting of the 
board since the blazes began.

Of the deadly wildfires that hit 
LA in January, the Palisades Fire was 
particularly harmful to SMMUSD, 
keeping Malibu schools on ice for 
weeks. The human toll was apparent 
as well, as 55 SMMUSD families and 
staff lost their homes in the blaze. 

Superintendent Dr. Antonio 
Shelton opened the first SMMUSD 
Board of Education meeting of 2025 

on Jan. 23 by saying he’s personally 
talked to students that have lost 
their home, unable to describe the 
torment they’ve gone through.

“They have had their lives 
upended with these tragic and 
incredibly stressful situations,” 
Shelton said. “We see you and are 

SEE SMMUSD PAGE 6

School district works to help students and staff who 
lost their homes in the Palisades fire

LA County Fire Captain reunited with 
resident he rescued during recent fire

In a small, intimate press 
conference on Friday, County of Los 
Angeles Fire Department Captain 
Malcolm Dicks was reunited with 
Patty Phillips, the Malibu resident 
he saved from the Palisades Fire. 

Held at Fire Station 70 on Carbon 

Canyon Road, overlooking the 
burnt out shells of destroyed homes 
on the PCH, they were joined by 
LA County Fire Department Chief 
Anthony Marrone and LA County 
Supervisor Lindsey Horvath.

On the evening of January 7, 
2025, as the Palisades Fire burned 
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US economic losses from natural 
disasters soared in 2024, even 
as they eased globally
BY ALEX VEIGA 
AP Business Writer

Economic losses from hurricanes and 
other natural disasters soared in the U.S. 
last year and were above average globally, 
reflecting another year of costly severe storms, 
floods and droughts.

Damage caused by Hurricanes Helene and 
Milton helped push total economic losses 
from natural disasters in the U.S. to $217.8 
billion last year, according to insurance broker 
Aon PLC. That figure represents an 85.3% 
increase from 2023, when losses totaled about 
$117.5 billion. It’s also the largest annual tally 
of economic losses from natural disasters 
since 2017.

Insured losses, or the portion of economic 
losses that are covered by insurance, also rose 
last year. They climbed 36% to $112.7 billion, 
the most since 2022.

Hurricane Helene tore across six 
southeastern states last fall, costing $75 billion 
in economic losses, mainly due to inland 
and coastal flooding. according to Aon. Less 
than two weeks later, Hurricane Milton made 
landfall on the west coast of Florida, causing 
some $25 billion in economic losses.

“In 2024, one of the big differences is 
we had significant U.S. hurricane events 
that happened,” said Liz Henderson, global 
head of climate risk advisory at Aon. “When 
those events happen, they affect a large area 

and they affect areas with large values in 
terms of properties and people and content. 
So the losses from those events tend to be 
significantly higher.”

At least two other hurricanes, several 
severe “convective” storms and a drought 
contributed to the losses from natural 
disasters in the U.S. last year.

In addition to the severe storms in the U.S., 
deadly floods in the Valencia region of Spain 
and other natural disasters drove worldwide 
economic losses from natural disasters to 
$368 billion last year, according to Aon. That’s 
a 7.3% decline from 2023, but about 14% 
higher than the annual average going back 
to 2000. Global insured losses, meanwhile, 
climbed 15.1% to $145 billion.

While it’s impossible to predict the timing, 
location and losses from natural disasters, 
2025 is not off to an encouraging start. The 
devastating wildfires that erupted in Los 
Angeles County on Jan. 7, killing at least 
28 people and destroying more than 14,000 
structures, are already projected to be among 
the costliest natural disasters.

In a separate report last week, Aon 
estimated that total economic and insured 
losses for the two largest wildfires — the 
Palisades fire and the Eaton blaze burning 
just outside Los Angeles — could reach into 
the lower tens of billions of dollars, likely 
making them the costliest wildfires in U.S. 
history.

Get the local news that matters to you!

SMDP's free daily newsletter for all
your Santa Monica news & events!
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Draw Date: 1/25
8  15  17  53  66
Power#: 14
Jackpot: 56 M

Draw Date: 1/24
8  12  43  52  62
Mega#: 18
Jackpot: 44 M

Draw Date: 1/25
13  20  25  32  35
Mega#: 21
Jackpot: 20 M

Draw Date: 1/26
15  18  21  30  37

Draw Date: 1/26
EVENING: 5  0  4

Draw Date: 1/26
MIDDAY: 0  0  5

Draw Date: 1/26
1st: 08 - Gorgeous George
2nd: 10 - Solid Gold
3rd: 05 - California Classic
Race Time: 1:48.59

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number information, mistakes can occur. In 
the event of any discrepancies, California State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game 
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery retailers. Visit the California State Lottery 
web site at http://www.calottery.com

Tuesday: A slight chance of showers after 10am. Sunny, with a 
high near 56.
Tuesday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 43.
Wednesday: Sunny, with a high near 58.
Wednesday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 44.

2025/01/28	 Tue	 01:37 AM	 2.11	 L
2025/01/28	 Tue	 07:55 AM	 6.36	 H
2025/01/28	 Tue	 3:12 PM		  -1.36	 L
2025/01/28	 Tue	 9:37 PM		  3.82	 H
2025/01/29	 Wed	 02:18 AM	 1.84	 L
2025/01/29	 Wed	 08:33 AM	 6.48	 H
2025/01/29	 Wed	 3:44 PM		  -1.41	 L
2025/01/29	 Wed	 10:05 PM	 4.04	 H
2025/01/30	 Thu	 03:01 AM	 1.60	 L
2025/01/30	 Thu	 09:12 AM	 6.37	 H
2025/01/30	 Thu	 4:16 PM		  -1.26	 L
2025/01/30	 Thu	 10:37 PM		 4.28	 H
2025/01/31	 Fri	 03:48 AM	 1.40	 L
2025/01/31	 Fri	 09:53 AM	 5.99	 H
2025/01/31	 Fri	 4:48 PM		  -0.92	 L
2025/01/31	 Fri	 11:11 PM		  4.53	 H
2025/02/01	 Sat	 04:40 AM	 1.27	 L
2025/02/01	 Sat	 10:38 AM	 5.35	 H
2025/02/01	 Sat	 5:20 PM		 -0.40	 L
2025/02/01	 Sat	 11:47 PM		 4.77	 H
2025/02/02	 Sun	 05:38 AM	 1.19	 L

Date	                Day        Time (LST/LDT)    Predicted  (ft)High/Low

NW swell is minimal but a new pulse of SSE swell is due to creep in. It’ll 
be mostly knee-thigh high surf throughout the day but there should be 
a bit more push to it at times as some of the SSE energy shows in the 
afternoon. Clean conditions are expected for the AM window, getting 
bumpy in the afternoon as onshore wind develops.

Some small, off-season SSE swell creeps in through the day, generally 
shows best west of Dume because of the swell angle. Will be a slow 
morning on the high tide but the afternoon low tide will see a touch 
more surf.

TUESDAY SURF:
POOR

Knee to thigh
1-2FT

WEDNESDAY SURF:
POOR

Shin to knee
0-1FT

WATER TEMP: 56.3

If California split from the US 
and became a nation, it would 
be comparable to Canada

GUEST COMMENTARY
Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Photo by Justin Sullivan via Getty Images
CALIFORNIA: A demonstrator carries a large California state flag as they march during a 
protest for immigrant rights in Oakland on May 1, 2006.

With Donald Trump back in the White 
House, he’s resuming his long-running 
feud with California and its political figures, 
most prominently Gov. Gavin Newsom.

Trump refers to Newsom as “Newscum” 
in his social media postings, and Newsom 
has called a special session of the 
California Legislature to pay for steps to 
thwart Trump’s policy decrees.

The transcontinental sniping raises an 
old question: Could California sever ties 
with the United States and once again 
become an independent country?

The San Diego County-based 
Independent California Institute thinks so. 
It cites California’s world-class economy 
and its status as “an influential and 
well-known actor on the world stage, 
particularly in humanity’s collective fight 
against climate change.”

The institute has released a new 
poll purporting that more than 60% of 
Californians agree that they “would be 
better off California if peacefully seceded 
from the U.S. at some point in the next 10 
years.”

Strong majorities, the organization 
says, want California to form a commission 
dedicated to secession; to use its border 
stations to check incoming autos for 
drugs, guns and other contraband; to 
seek ownership of federally owned land, 
and to use hardball tactics in Congress, 
such as withholding votes on the federal 
budget to press for independence.

None of this is likely to happen, of 
course, but on paper an independent 
California might be feasible.

Canada, which also shares a long 
border with the 47 other contiguous U.S. 
states, is comparable in many ways to an 
independent California.

California’s population, just under 
40 million, is almost identical in size to 
Canada’s, but there is a big difference in 
economic output. Canada’s $2.3 trillion 
economy ranks ninth in the world while 
California’s $3.9 trillion ranks fifth or sixth.

Canada’s national budget of $534.6 
billion Canadian ($372 billion US) is not 
too much more than Newsom’s proposed 
$322 billion state budget. However, 
about $100 billion of California’s comes 
from non-tax sources, mostly the federal 
government.

Much of Canada’s budget resembles 
California’s, namely spending on 
education, health care, welfare and 
housing. One major difference is that 
Canada also is spending about $40 billion 
on military defense, less than 5% of the 
$825 billion the United States spends for 
defense.

That raises an interesting question 
about how an independent California 
would defend itself. Would it, like Canada, 
depend on its much more powerful 
neighbor to provide military protection 

SEE GUEST COMMENTARY PAGE 7



In November 2024, when President 
Donald Trump won 38.3% of the vote in 
California, this was 4 percentage points more 
than he won in 2020. It was a small shift 
to the right, owing to many factors among 
subgroups of voters. But what part did young 
voters play in it? 

According to national exit polls, Trump 
made gains within the youth vote — generally 
categorized as voters ages 18-29 — in 2024 
compared to 2020. Experts say reasons for this 
shift, both nationally and here in California, 
could range from fewer young people turning 
out to vote to changes in ideology.

Former Vice President Kamala Harris 
won California in her 2024 presidential bid 
by over 3 million votes. However, Trump 
increased his share of votes in 45 out of 
58 California counties from 2020 to 2024, 
according to a CalMatters analysis. Imperial, 
Merced and Sutter counties saw some of the 
biggest gains. 

Nationally, 7% of youth voters who 
voted for Former President Joe Biden in 
2020 switched to vote for Trump in 2024, 
according to independent research conducted 
by The Center for Information and Research 
on Civic Learning and Engagement, a 
nonpartisan research organization based at 
Tufts University in Boston.

Despite this national shift, young 
Californians are more likely to identify as 
Democrats and liberals. Eric McGhee, a 
senior fellow at the Public Policy Institute of 
California, explained that rightward shifts in 
the state do not necessarily indicate the same 
for the youth vote. 

“The people who are turning out to 
vote might be different than the broader 
population of people from that demographic, 

or even than the people who typically vote in 
that demographic,” McGhee said.

Some may choose not to vote altogether. 
The Tufts University research organization 
recently estimated that the national 2024 
youth voter turnout was 42%, compared to 
52% to 55% in 2020.

Adam Tallabas, a 26-year-old graduate of 
Cal State Long Beach and current chair of 
Orange County Young Democrats, met young 
residents in his community who planned on 
not voting in this election. When speaking 
to Orange County residents under the age of 
35, Tallabas found that financial strains like 
paying rent and student loan debt were at the 
heart of their apathy toward voting.

“People, they have so much going on 
in their household that it’s hard for them 
to focus on what’s going on outside of that 
household,” he said.

In 2020, 53.5% of Orange County voters 
chose Biden compared to 44.4% who chose 
Trump. That margin shrunk in 2024 when 
49.7% of voters chose Harris compared to 
47.1% who chose Trump. The county also 
saw 129,173 fewer votes overall in 2024 than 
in 2020, approximately an 8.35% decrease in 
turnout rate.

“A big part of why young people don’t 
vote is because they’re less rooted to their 
communities. They’re not homeowners by 
and large … They haven’t reached that stage 
of life where they feel quite as, kind of, 
connected to things,” said McGhee, who has 
conducted research at the nonpartisan think 
tank for over 17 years.

Young Californians of all political parties 
are much less likely to be homeowners than 
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How much did the youth vote 
shift to the right in California?

Photo by Miguel Gutierrez Jr., CalMatters
YOUTH: Two lines of students align both sides of a hallroom at a polling place at a univer-
sity. The students are either looking straight ahead, looking down at their phones or talking 
to each other.

SEE VOTE PAGE 8

         

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Santa Monica invites Contractors to complete and 
submit electronic bids for the:

SMDOT Facilities HVAC Replacement Project SP2750

Bids will only be accepted through the CITY’S ONLINE VENDOR PORTAL, OpenGov Procurement 
or https://procurement.opengov.com/portal/santa-monica-ca. They must be received by 
the specified date and time. Late bids will not be accepted. Please allow sufficient time for 
uploading of documents. The bid opening will be electronic, all submitted bids will be viewable 
by the public via OpenGov Procurement immediately after bid close time.

NON - MANDATORY PRE-BID JOB WALK:

Thursday, February 6th, 2024 - 09:00AM 1620
6th St, Santa Monica, CA 90401 Metered
parking on 6th Street

PROJECT ESTIMATE: $1,900,000.00
CONTRACT DAYS: 210 Calendar Days
LIQUIDATED DAMAGES: $700.00 Per Calendar Day

Bidding Documents may be obtained by logging onto the City’s bidding website at: https://
procurement.opengov.com/portal/santa-monica-ca. The Contractor is required to have an Class 
A or B license at the time of bid submission. Contractors wishing to be considered must submit 
Bids containing all information required pursuant to the City’s Request for Bids.

Pursuant to Public Contracts Code Section 22300, the Contractor shall be permitted to 
substitute securities for any monies withheld by the City to ensure performance under this 
Contract.

Dated: 1/24/2025

APPROVED AS TO FORM:    CITY OF SANTA MONICA

CITY OF SANTA MONICA
NOTICE INVITING BIDS

DOUGLAS SLOAN
City Attorney

By:_____________________ By:_____________________

David White
City Manager

         

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Santa Monica invites sealed proposals for  
  
 • RFP #414 ANIMAL LICENSING SOFTWARE, MAINTENANCE AND SUPPORT
 • Submission Deadline Is February 24, 2025 at 3:00 PM Pacific Time.  
  
Proposals must include forms furnished by the City of Santa Monica.   Request for Proposals 
may be obtained on the CITY’S ONLINE VENDOR PORTAL.  The website for this Request for 
Proposals and related documents is OpenGov (https://secure.procurenow.com/portal/santa-
monica-ca).  There is no charge for the RFP package.  

CITY OF SANTA MONICA  
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
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Daily Press Food &Wine Columnist Merv Hecht takes 
you on an delightful tour of the world of wine. A fun 
way to increase your appreciation and knowledge of wine.

A light-hearted fun read.

...Hecht has a joyful eye and fabulous taste

Well written, particularly useful, instantly accessible.
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 • Invisalign    • Periodontist on Staff    • Oral Surgeon on Staff
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Rain in Southern California 
creates mudflows but helps 
firefighters

Graphic Courtesy NWS
RAINFALL: Southern California finally received rain over the weekend, helping firefighters 
with wildfire containment.

More rain fell Monday on parts of Southern 
California after causing mudflows over the 
weekend, helping firefighters but boosting the 
risk of toxic ash runoff in areas scorched by 
Los Angeles-area wildfires.

Flood watches were in effect for burn 
areas from recent fires that broke out around 
the Pacific Palisades neighborhood in Los 
Angeles, Altadena and Castaic Lake, said 
Joe Sirard, a meteorologist for the National 
Weather Service in Oxnard.

“All these fresh burns are very susceptible 
to rapid runoff,” Sirard said, warning of even 
small amounts of rain in a few minutes’ time. 
“What that means is we have a fairly high 
danger of mud and debris flows once we get 
above those thresholds.”

Los Angeles International Airport reported 
a little under an inch of rain (2.5 centimeters) 
in a 24-hour period ending at 3 a.m. Monday, 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration reported. Surrounding areas 
reported lesser amounts.

School was closed Monday for the four 
Malibu schools in the Santa Monica-Malibu 
Unified School District “due to dangerous 
road conditions and challenges with access 
to our schools,” school officials posted online.

A portion of the Pacific Coast Highway 
in Los Angeles County was closed as of 
Sunday afternoon due to mudflows in 
Topanga Canyon, the California Department 
of Transportation said. Heavy snow fell in the 
mountains in San Bernardino and Riverside 
counties.

One benefit that could come from the rain: 
It may help firefighters who are reining in 
multiple wildfires after weeks of windy and 
dry weather.

Los Angeles County crews spent much of 
last week removing vegetation, shoring up 
slopes and reinforcing roads in devastated 
areas of the Palisades and Eaton fires, which 
reduced entire neighborhoods to rubble and 
ash after breaking out during powerful winds 
on Jan. 7.

The Palisades Fire, the largest of the blazes 
that destroyed thousands of homes and killed 
at least 11 people, reached 94% containment 
Monday. The Eaton Fire, which broke out 
near Altadena and has killed at least 16 

people, was 98% contained.
The Hughes Fire, which ignited last week 

north of Los Angeles and caused evacuation 
orders or warnings for more than 50,000 
people, was 95% contained as of Monday 
morning.

In San Diego County, firefighters made 
progress to contain the smaller Border 2 Fire 
as it burned through a remote area of the Otay 
Mountain Wilderness near the U.S.-Mexico 
border.

Most of the region was forecast to get 
about an inch of precipitation over several 
days, but the weather service warned of a risk 
of localized cloudbursts causing mud and 
debris to flow down hills.

“So the problem would be if one of those 
showers happens to park itself over a burn 
area,” weather service meteorologist Carol 
Smith said on social media. “That could be 
enough to create debris flows.”

Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass issued an 
executive order last week to expedite cleanup 
efforts and mitigate the environmental 
impacts of fire-related pollutants. LA County 
supervisors also approved an emergency 
motion to install flood-control infrastructure 
and expedite and remove sediment in fire-
impacted areas.

Fire crews filled sandbags for communities, 
while county workers installed barriers and 
cleared drainage pipes and basins.

Officials cautioned that ash in recent burn 
zones was a toxic mix of incinerated cars, 
electronics, batteries, building materials, 
paints, furniture and other household items. 
It contains pesticides, asbestos, plastics and 
lead. Residents were urged to wear protective 
gear while cleaning up.

Concerns about post-fire debris flows have 
been especially high since 2018, when the 
town of Montecito, up the coast from Los 
Angeles, was ravaged by mudslides after a 
downpour hit mountain slopes burned bare 
by a huge blaze. Hundreds of homes were 
damaged and 23 people died.

The rain snapped a near-record streak of 
dry weather for Southern California. Most of 
Southern California is currently in “extreme 
drought” or “severe drought,” according to the 
U.S. Drought Monitor.
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doing everything we can to support you during 
this difficult time.”

The evening before the fire broke out, 
the SMMUSD Emergency Operations Center 
(EOC) convened to address risks to Malibu 
schools, which were still feeling the impacts of 
December’s Franklin Fire. SMMUSD Malibu 
Pathway Executive Director Isaac Burgess 
stated that the Franklin Fire caused damage 
at Webster Elementary School ranging from 
exterior damage to bungalows to damage to 
electrical systems and solar panels. 

After repairs were made to electrical 
systems and internet connections, and cleanup 
crews were able to access the campus, Webster 
reopened for one minimal day on Jan. 6 before 
closing yet again. Prior to winter break, Malibu 
Elementary School was able to house Webster 
students and staff for four days.

Originally sending an email to Malibu 
staff and families the night of Jan. 6 saying 
school would be open on the 7th, the EOC 
determined early on the 7th that all Malibu 
campuses should be closed that date due to 
increased high wind concern.

During the Palisades Fire, Chief Operations 
Officer Carey Upton said the challenge with 
Webster wasn’t necessarily about the Palisades 
blaze, but rather extreme wind kicking up 
ash from the Franklin Fire. Cleanup efforts at 
Webster had to start again during this time, 
completed by Jan. 24. Upton added that ash 
kicked up from Palisades also showed itself at 
Grant Elementary School.

In the immediate aftermath, Burgess worked 
with Executive Director of Elementary Schools 
Dr. Steve Richardson to compile a list of 
families and staff who were displaced, lost their 

homes or experienced property damage. The 
two then reached out to see what assistance 
was needed.

“Just to let them know that we care, we (got) 
in touch with them,” Burgess said. “We care, 
we’re thinking of them and we want to support 
them in any way that we can.”

The district is currently exploring options 
for the 15 staff members who lost homes 
and the 24 who were displaced, including 
the reinstatement of Personal Necessity Days. 
Essential workers who had to be on the ground 
during the Palisades Fire will have additional 
compensation thanks to a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with union SEIU 
Local 99. 

For Malibu students, a total of 10 hotspots 
and 15 Chromebooks were checked out to 
Malibu Middle School and Malibu High School 
to support students, and staff collaborated to 
develop a Continuity of Learning plan to “help 
sustain student learning” during the prolonged 
school closure. Though the district is required 
to offer such a plan, students were not required 
to participate. 

“Over the past few weeks, our school 
community has faced unimaginable challenges, 
and the devastating fires have touched 
the lives of so many among us,” Assistant 
Superintendent of Educational Services Dr. 
Stacy Williamson added. “It has been so hard 
to see that some have lost their homes, been 
displaced or supporting friends and loved ones 
that are going through a similar heartbreak.”

The impacts of the fire weather were not 
done as of the meeting, as Malibu campuses 
were closed once again on Monday due to 
dangerous road conditions and challenges to 
school access. 

thomas@smdp.com
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Courtesy Photo
CLEANUP: Maintenance crews were essential on Malibu campuses this past month due to 
the effects of the Franklin and Palisades fires.
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who betrayed them to the Nazis, so we were 
very fortunate,” Perlman said. “My life is just a 
total miracle. We were very fortunate that we 
were never betrayed, that we (were) helped.”

Her family had encountered roadblocks 
before the Holocaust itself, as her mother 
could not continue her medical studies at a 
Berlin university once Adolf Hitler came to 
power. Perlman’s mother received a letter 
from the university that she was excluded 
from future studies because of “Marxist 
activities,” an excuse to kick her off campus. 
All Jewish students at the university were told 
to leave, some having just 20 minutes to pack 
up their things.

“My mother was not a Marxist, she was not 
interested in politics,” Perlman said. “All she 
wanted to do is become a physician. But that 
was an excuse that they used.”

First forced to flee to Paris when the 
systematic elimination of European Jews 
began, Perlman’s family was then moved to 
a village southwest of Grenoble in the French 
Alps when the Nazi invasion of France began. 
It was in the village where a piece of a German 
bomb came through their roof and into her 
father’s desk chair, with Perlman adding it was 
a “miracle” that he was not there and “killed 
instantly.” 

In the mountains, post offices would play 
a dangerous game of phone tag, phoning 
village-by-village about potential Nazi 
movement in their area. While her family was 
“always ready at a moment’s notice to pick up 
a coat and run,” Perlman was still able to go to 
school, with the local boys’ school accepting 
girls “because of the circumstances.”

Two close calls occurred during her time 
in France, first when the family’s landlord 
informed them that two Nazis needed to 
move into the house for sleeping purposes. 
There was no stopping this, as Perlman’s 
father was away on business with the French 
Resistance. 

“My mother had to give up our bedroom 
to the two Nazis who slept in there next to 
three Jewish children for two weeks in our 
house, while my mother was (up) in the attic,” 
Perlman said. “She spent her time at the 
window because she was afraid that my father 
would come in the middle of the night.”

Perlman later pondered why the Nazis 
in her home didn’t say anything about 

the Jewish occupants, stating that it could 
possibly be exhaustion from the war, or they 
potentially were men of moral fiber that were 
only Nazis because they had to be. Later on, 
another close call saw her mother have a 
bicycle accident that “saved her life,” because 
if she kept going downhill, it would have been 
straight into the German lines.

Since the war, Perlman has used her 
experience in a healthy way, contributing 
her knowledge via her book and speaking 
appearances, as well as organizing trips to 
Poland for the annual International March of 
the Living from the Auschwitz concentration 
camp site to the Birkenau site.

“Ms. Perlman has dedicated her life to 
educating others about the Holocaust and 
keeping its history alive … this (was) a 
unique opportunity to connect with history 
and engage in meaningful dialogue with our 
student body,” Samohi ASB Treasurer Sadie 
Gryczman said of the visit.

thomas@smdp.com
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if needed, or would it build a substantial 
military of its own? It’s one of the many 
aspects of governance that a California 
nation would have to address.

The U.S. government now collects 
more than $560 billion a year in taxes 
on Californians, so without raising overall 
taxes, the new nation would have that 
money to finance not only a military force 
but other programs now covered by the 
feds wholly or partly, such as health care 
and Social Security payments.

The federal government now covers 
about 50% of Californians’ medical costs, 
paying out roughly $200 billion a year 
via Medicare, Medi-Cal, Obamacare and 
coverage for military and federal retirees.

The Social Security system pays about 
$10 billion in benefits each year to more 
than a million California recipients.

The Independent California Institute 
envisions that an independent California 
would continue its center-left policies, 
and Canada could be a model for that as 
well. However, the Canadian economy 
has been in crisis lately; its budget has 
a $40 billion deficit and its long-serving 
prime minister, Justin Trudeau, is being 
forced to step down.

Trump has suggested that a troubled 
Canada should become a state. The final 
question, therefore, is would swapping 
California for Canada be better for 
everyone?

By Dan Walters. This article was originally published 
by CalMatters.
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My mother had 
to give up our 
bedroom to the 
two Nazis who 
slept in there next 
to three Jewish 
children for two 
weeks in our 
house, while my 
mother was (up) 
in the attic
- Eva Perlman
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those above the age of 34, according to a 
Public Policy Institute of California statewide 
survey.

Based on a CNN national exit poll, 
Harris won over young voters, with 54% of 
voters ages 18-29 voting for her to Trump’s 
43%; however, the margin between the 
two candidates is much smaller than it was 
between Biden and Trump. CNN’s 2020 exit 
poll showed Biden winning 60% of the youth 
vote while Trump won only 36%, much less 
than he got this past election.

While national exit polls reveal some 
information about the youth vote in 2024, 
there were no exit polls for California and 
neither the state nor the federal government 
release age-specific voting data. This, McGhee 
explained, makes it difficult to analyze young 
voters in California but opinion polling and 
interviews help shed some light on attitudes 
within this demographic.

Personal finance issues, such as housing 
and inflation, were top issues for young 
people who did vote, The Brookings 
Institution found, with some seeing Trump 
as the solution.

Samantha Dalby, a 29-year-old financial 
advisor from Newport Beach, noted her 
belief that “Trump ran the country similar 
to a business.” This is one of the reasons she 
and a lot of her peers in Newport’s financial 
space are excited about the incoming Trump 
administration, specifically the conservative 
promise of “corporate tax cuts, which are 
important for a lot of business owners.”

While exit polls use age groups as one way 
to show voting patterns, Alice Siu, associate 
director for the Stanford Deliberative 
Democracy Lab, emphasizes being careful 
about categorizing the “youth vote” as one 
demographic. She noted that young voters 
hold diverse characteristics such as geography, 
identity and finances, not to mention the 
wide range of experiences within the age 
range of 18-29. 

Party votes varied among various racial 
and ethnic groups of young voters as well, 
according to the Tufts University research 
organization’s analysis of an AP VoteCast 
Survey. Trump appeared to win among 
young, white voters while Harris won among 
Black, Latino and Asian young voters. Yet the 
CNN exit poll still showed 46% of Latino 
respondents voted for Trump in 2024, a 14 
percentage point increase from 2020. 

Another way in which the youth vote 
differed was by gender, with Trump winning 
big with young men, receiving 56% of their 
vote nationally while 58% of young women 
voted for Harris. 

Sunjay Muralitharan, national vice 
president of College Democrats of America 
and a 20-year-old student at UC San Diego, 
said the inability to reach young men was 
one of the Democratic Party’s failures this 
past election.

“When I spoke to more people and took 
my own crack at kind of figuring out what 
went wrong, I noticed that a lot of young 
men felt like they were only treated as allies 
of women, rather than being represented 
themselves,” Muralitharan said. “I think this 
was really disheartening because a lot of the 
policies that we pushed for also benefit young 
men.”

Ethan Petty, a 26-year-old man living in 
Bakersfield — located in a county that also 
saw a rightward shift — expressed his support 
for Harris. He noted that while he did not feel 
strong excitement for Harris as a candidate, 
he found her to be favorable to Trump, 

noting worries about abortion and LGBTQ+ 
rights under a Trump administration.

“I’m pretty scared about what, you know, 
Donald Trump and the fully Republican-
controlled government and Supreme Court 
will do to maybe change the laws of the 
land in the future,” he said. “I’m just kind of 
fearful of the future at the moment.”

Trump’s pick for vice president, J.D. 
Vance, excited some young Republican 
voters, according to Cynthia Kaui, 30, vice 
chair of the California Young Republican 
Federation. At just 40 years old, Vance will be 
the country’s third-youngest vice president.

“The fact that there is some level of 
representation, you know, in the highest 
level of government that one can achieve in 
politics, that was something that, you know, 
our membership was very excited about,” 
Kaui said.

Some young voters, like Antonia Lopez, 
were dissatisfied with all their choices at 
the polls. The 22-year-old resident of San 
Bernardino expressed her disapproval 
of the Democratic party’s campaign and 
her view that it was “encouraging right-
wing sentiment” through moves such as 
highlighting an endorsement from prominent 
Republican Liz Cheney.

Lopez listed the Israel-Hamas conflict, 
bodily autonomy, freedom of the press, 
disseminating misinformation, and health 
care as some of her top issues. Though 
Lopez cast a vote for Harris, she didn’t feel 
represented by any candidate in the race and 
is “pessimistic” about the presidency and 
policies to come.

“Especially as I’m getting older and these 
issues become more daunting, I feel like the 
issues that I care about are being abandoned,” 
she said.

By June Hsu. This article was originally published by 
CalMatters.
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When I spoke to 
more people and 
took my own crack 
at kind of figuring 
out what went 
wrong, I noticed 
that a lot of young 
men felt like they 
were only treated 
as allies of women, 
rather than being 
represented 
themselves
- Sunjay Muralitharan, national 
vice president of College 
Democrats of America

         

SUBJECT: 24ENT-0173 Landmark Designation Nomination 
  1958 20th Street
  APPLICANT:           Santa Monica Conservancy & Quinn Research Center  
   PROPERTY OWNER:          John Palamarchuk

A public hearing will be held by the Landmarks Commission to consider the following request:

Consideration of designation applications 24ENT-0173 for the property located at 1958 20th 
Street to determine whether the residential structure in whole or in part, should be designated as 
a City Landmark and, if designated a Landmark, whether an associated Landmark Parcel should 
be defined and described in order to preserve, maintain, protect, or safeguard the Landmark. 
The Landmarks Commission will consider the application based on whether the application, 
research and public testimony presented demonstrates that the building meets one or more 
of the required criteria for Landmark designation pursuant to SMMC Section 9.56.100(A).   
Consideration of compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), including an 
exemption under CEQA Guideline 15061(b)(3) (Common Sense Exemption).  

DATE/TIME: MONDAY FEBRUARY 10, 2025 AT 7:00 PM 

LOCATION: City Council Chamber, Second Floor, Santa Monica City Hall, 
  1685 Main Street, Santa Monica, California

HOW TO COMMENT
The City of Santa Monica encourages public comment. Members of the public unable to attend 
a meeting but wishing to comment on an item(s) listed on the agenda may submit written 
comments prior to the public hearing via email to planningcomment@santamonica.gov or via 
mail to the address listed below. Comments received prior to 12 p.m. on the day of the meeting 
will be distributed to the Landmarks Commission prior to the meeting and posted online. All 
written comments shall be made part of the public record.  Please note the agenda item in your 
comments. 

You may also comment in-person at the Landmarks Commission hearing. Please check the 
agenda for more detailed instructions on how to comment.

Address your comments to: Gina Szilak, Senior Planner
    Re: 24ENT-0173, 1958 20th Street 
    Landmark Designation Nomination
    VIA E-MAIL:  planningcomment@santamonica.gov
    VIA MAIL: City Planning Division
      1685 Main Street, Mail Stop 28
      Santa Monica, CA 90401

MORE INFORMATION
If you want more information about this project or wish to review the project file, please contact 
Regina Szilak at (310) 458-2200  extension 5216 or by e-mail at mail to: Regina.Szilak@
santamonica.gov. The Zoning Ordinance is available on the City’s web site at www.santamonica.
gov. For disability-related accommodations, please contact (866) 311-7266 at least 72 hours in 
advance of the meeting. Every attempt will be made to provide the requested accommodation. 
All written materials are available in alternate languages provided the request is received 72 
hours prior to the meeting. Santa Monica Big Blue Bus Lines serve City Hall and the Civic Center 
area. The Expo Line terminus is located at Colorado Avenue and Fourth Street, and is a short 
walk to City Hall. Public parking is available in front of City Hall, on Olympic Drive, and in the 
Civic Center Parking Structure (validation free). 

Pursuant to California Government Code Section 65009(b), if this matter is subsequently 
challenged in Court, the challenge may be limited to only those issues raised at the public 
hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City of Santa 
Monica at, or prior to, the public hearing.

ESPAÑOL: Este es un aviso de una audiencia publica sobre una solicitud para remodilar un 
edifecio que tiene valor historico importante. Para más información: planning@santamonica.
gov 

ESPAÑOL: Esto es una noticia pública para revisar applicaciónes proponiendo desarrollo 
en Santa Monica.  Si desea más información, favor de llamar a Ana Fernandez en la División 
de Planificación al número (310) 458-2201 ext. 2431 o envíe un correo electrónico a ana.
fernandez@santamonica.gov

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING
BEFORE THE SANTA MONICA LANDMARKS COMMISSION

GET IT
DAILY...
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Zack Hill By JOHN DEERING & JOHN NEWCOMBE

Agnes By TONY COCHRAN

Strange Brew By JOHN DEERINGHeathcliff By PETER GALLAGHER

Dogs of C-Kennel By MICK & MASON MASTROIANNI & JOHNNY HART

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S WORDS PUZZLE.
Check your mirrors

To advertise, email cindy@smdp.com or call 310.458.7737
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SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S CROSSWORD

Sudoku
Fill in the blank  
cells using numbers  
1 to 9. Each num-
ber can appear only 
once in each row, col-
umn, and 3x3 block.  
Use logic and pro-
cess of elimination to  
solve the puzzle.

	 ARIES (March 21-April 19). You don’t often get to pick 
your challenges in this lifetime, so when you do have this 
luxury, as you will in the days to come, pick one that interests 
you deeply and has just the right size for full engagement. 
	 TAURUS (April 20-May 20). As you seek knowledge, 
you will find the access to information is the easy part, but 
organization and application will be more involved. It’s the 
hands-on experience that will propel you forward. 
	 GEMINI (May 21-June 21). You’ve a thoughtful and 
reflective nature, so even when you make mistakes, you 
work through them and learn from them. That’s more 
than many people ever manage. Credit yourself, knowing 
you’ve weathered a full range of experiences and deserve to 
celebrate your wins.

	 CANCER (June 22-July 22). You’ve been of service, 
but you can’t do everything. Take time for yourself, or you 
won’t have much to give. Let others carry the weight of their 
own frustrations. You don’t need to justify why you’re not 
accommodating their every wish. 
	 LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). The idealized version of a 
relationship fades into reality. People are complex, and 
relationships evolve when you allow for their imperfections. 
Growth often comes from embracing the real, messy truth.
	 VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). As it stands, the situation is 
not a fit. Your options are to turn it into something custom-
suited to you or turn it loose. Essentially, you’ll either spend 
time making this work or spend time finding something else 
that works better.

	 LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You’ll seize the chance to clean 
up what is, technically, not your mess. It’s like you’re acting in 
accordance with some higher calling. When you’re one with 
the world, responsibility is somewhat irrelevant.
	 SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You’ve a heap of charm to 
apply to an opportunity for making a lasting impression. The 
ones you find interesting will respond in kind. This could be 
the start of something mutually beneficial, if not downright 
magical.
	 SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). When you hear the 
smoke alarm, you argue with it, cry or ponder its inner 
workings. Your intuition will make a beeping sound, and 
you’ll treat it the same way you would a smoke alarm - find 
the trouble source and put it out.

	 CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You can only deviate 
from the plan if you have a plan to begin with. You like to fly 
by the seat of your instinct, but your instincts are strongest 
when they have an agenda to bounce off of. This is the birth 
of your new methods.
	 AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You are your most 
important project. Shifting your focus inward - from 
supporting others to nurturing your own work - is key to 
claiming the space you deserve. Today, you’ll protect your 
“you time” as sacred, no exceptions.
	 PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). People trust you. You keep 
your word even when it’s inconvenient to do so. For all 
the big and small ways you’ve come through for others, 
including promises fulfilled, invoices paid, goals hit and 
more, you will be rewarded.

It’s a year of finding more things to appreciate about yourself and your wonderful life. All that you possess - features, talents and flaws alike - 
are strengths in the right context, with the right people. Part of the journey will be about curating your audience well. More highlights: Winning 
teams, fantastic work/life balance and being someone’s superstar. Taurus and Gemini adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 21, 1, 18, 6 and 40.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (Jan. 28)

HOROSCOPES
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TUESDAY | JANUARY 28
CITY COUNCIL
5:30 p.m. City Council Chambers, Santa Monica 
City Hall, 1685 Main St. The City Council is 
made up of seven members elected at-large for 
staggered four-year terms. Every two years, after 
each election, the City Council selects one of its 
members to serve as Mayor and another to serve 
as Mayor Pro Tempore. The City Council also sits as 
the following bodies for the City of Santa Monica: 
Housing Authority, Parking Authority, Public 
Financing, Redevelopment Successor Agency, 
Audit Subcommittee.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH PROCLAMATION
5:30 p.m. City Council Chambers, Santa Monica City 
Hall, 1685 Main St. Artist Lisa Diane Wedgeworth 
will present an original artwork proclamation in 
honor of Black History Month. Note that this 
ceremony takes place near the start of the Council 
session, after a public comment period, and so the 
start time will be sometime after 5:30 p.m.

MOVIE NIGHT AND Q&A WITH FILMMAKER
7 p.m. Shul on the Beach, 505 Ocean Front 
Walk, Venice. Join for a screening of “Talking 
to God,” a comedic film about faith and finding 
happiness through life’s challenges. Stick around 
after the movie for a Q&A with the filmmaker, Malta 
Batash. Bring your friends for a night of laughter 
and connection. Tickets $15, to purchase visit: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/movie-night-talking-
to-god-q-a- fo l lowing-wi th- f i lmmaker- t ickets-
1135231621339?aff=oddtdtcreator.

AN EVENING WITH ERIC IDLE
8 - 9:15 p.m. Robert Frost Auditorium, 4401 Elenda 
St., Culver City. Comedy legend Eric Idle brings the 
fascinating inside story of bringing “Monty Python 
and the Holy Grail” to Broadway as the unlikely 
theatrical hit “Spamalot.” Tickets plus signed 
copy of his book “The Spamalot Diaries” $50, to 
purchase visit: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/eric-
idle-with-alex-edelman-tickets-1012366634857.

WEDNESDAY | JANUARY 29
DUNGEONS & DRAGONS CLUB
4:30 - 6 p.m. Youth Activity Room, Santa Monica 
Main Library, 601 Santa Monica Blvd. Join the 
adventure for one-shot sessions with characters 
you created or pick up a ready-made character 
for the day’s journey. All materials provided. Ages 
10 - 14.

THURSDAY | JANUARY 30
DOG MAN PARTY
4 - 5 p.m. Youth Activity Room, Santa Monica Main 
Library, 601 Santa Monica Blvd. Celebrate all things 
from Dav Pilkey’s wildly popular series “Dog Man” 
with crafts, games and prizes. Make a visit to “Lil 
Petey’s Robot Shop” and build your own cardboard 
robot buddy with recycled materials. For ages 
5 - 11.

WOMEN IN TECH LA 2025
6 - 9 p.m. LouLou Santa Monica, 395 Santa Monica 
Pl. #300. LA’s premier tech networking event with 
one of the largest membership groups in Southern 
California and growing every month. Don’t miss 
this opportunity to meet your next big business 
connection. Tickets $20, to purchase visit: https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/women-in-tech-la-2025-
tickets-1106531067209.

RENT CONTROL BOARD
7 p.m. City Council Chambers, Santa Monica City 
Hall, 1685 Main St. The Rent Control Board meets 
to conduct business associated with the Rent 
Control Charter Amendment and Regulations.

FRIDAY | JANUARY 31
FRIENDS OF VENICE LIBRARY PILATES - CORE WORK
11 a.m. - 12 p.m. Venice Branch Library, 501 S. Venice 
Blvd. Develop strength, flexibility and valance 
through the fusion of Pilates mat movement. All 
levels welcome. Class starts on-time, no entry after 
the first 10 minutes.

SATURDAY | FEBRUARY 1
RECYCLING EVENT AT CITY YARDS
9 a.m. - 2 p.m. City Yards, 2500 Michigan Ave. The 
City of Santa Monica is hosting a free recycling 
event for Santa Monica residents only. Bring your 
used mattresses, box springs, electronic waste, 
and up to five boxes of paper for shredding. 
Shredding will happen on-site and the paper will 
be recycled. For any questions, call 866-311-7266.

LIBRARY LOVERS’ MONTH
10:30 - 11:30 a.m. Pico Branch Library, 2201 Pico 
Blvd. Stop by a pop-up and write a love letter to the 
library and receive a special Library Lovers’ Month 
token of appreciation, while supplies last.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH FILM SCREENING
2 - 4 p.m. MLK Jr. Auditorium, Santa Monica Main 
Library, 601 Santa Monica Blvd. Celebrate Black 
History Month with a screening of “Wade in the 
Water,” a deep dive into the history of Black 
surfing. The screening will be followed by a panel 
discussion with film director David Mesfin, Black 
pro surfer Sharon Shaffer and more.

SUNDAY | FEBRUARY 2
REGIONAL ECONOMIC RECOVERY WEBINAR
12 - 1 p.m. Virtual. In an effort to streamline 
information to businesses impacted by the recent 
wildfires, government agencies across the region 
have come together to provide updates and 
guidance to Community Business Organizations 
serving the Los Angeles Region. Organizations 
present include the Small Business Administration 
and CA Governor’s Office of Business and Economic 
Development. To RSVP, visit: https://business.
venicechamber.net/events/detai ls/ la-regional-
e c o n o m i c - r e c o v e r y - c o m m u n i t y - b u s i n e s s -
organizations-weekly-webinar-02-02-2025-57158.

through the Big Rock community in Malibu, 
Phillips attempted to evacuate the area with 
her dog, Koda. As she drove down a dirt path 
off Big Rock Road, her vehicle got stuck. She 
was unable to move her car and feared that 
leaving the vehicle would risk her going off 
an embankment.

“Tuesday night, at about 7:30pm, I got 
lost in the flames in Big Rock, confused 
with the smoke and the fire surrounding me 
everywhere,” Phillips said. “I ended up on this 
tiny dirt driveway, and

I realized I was off the main road and the 
fire was below me, and the hill above me was 
still blowing with red embers. 

“And I realized I could never get out alive, 
and I couldn’t leave my dog, knowing he 
would never make it, because your instinct 
is to run … There aren’t words to describe 
what it’s like, the idea that you’re going to be 
burned alive in your car. And I was praying to 
God, please let me die from smoke, please do 
not let me be burned alive in my car,” she said.

Patty called 911 for help while her husband, 
James, who made it to Pacific Coast Highway, 
frantically asked first responders for help. 

“I was calling 911 and they couldn’t help 
me and they transferred me to the Sheriff ’s 
Department and they couldn’t help me … 
And my husband, James, never gave up. He’s 
asking the fireman, you know, you need to 
save my wife. And they’re like, ‘We can’t get 
up there, the power lines are down and we 
can’t risk a fireman’s life.’”

Without hesitation, and putting his own 
life at risk, Dicks offered to assist, driving 
through the fire and past  the downed power 
lines and was able to locate and successfully 
rescue Patty and her dog, Koda, bringing 
them both to safety.

“I’m like, ‘Please save me, please save me’ 
and he’s like, ‘We got you.’ I’ve never been so 
thankful my whole life. And I get in the truck 
with Malcolm and he’s a big guy, he wraps 
his arm around me, and he escorts me to his 
truck. And I’m like, ‘Malcolm, thank you’ and 

he goes, ‘We still might die.’ I mean, that’s how 
bad the fire was.”

According to CalFire, the Palisades Fire 
alone grew to be the 10th-deadliest and third-
most destructive wildfire in US history, with 
11 deaths, 6,770 structures destroyed and 
23,448 acres scorched. Fighting back tears, 
Phillips read out loud a letter she had written 
to Dicks not long after the incident. 

“Dear Malcolm, words cannot describe the 
way I was feeling as I sat in my car with the 
hills burning around me and thinking I was 
going to die while praying that I would be 
from smoke inhalation rather than burning to 
death. It was the lowest point of helplessness 
that

I have ever felt in my life and one that I 
never want to experience ever again. 

“As I sat there with my dog, Koda, thinking 
it was over, I looked up and saw the lights of 
your truck heading towards me and realized 
my savior had come to rescue me. Thank you.

What an act of selflessness for you to run 
into a burning fire to save someone you don’t 
know when you have a family of your own. 
How proud they must be for what amazing 
people [like you, do] allowing you to do the 
incredible, heroic work you do every day, 
knowing that you risk your life and all the 
firemen risk their life each and every day to 
respond to a fire. 

Dicks responded like the consummate 
professional he is, “I’m just doing my job. 
It’s what we’re paid to do, and I’m just glad 
she’s safe. Her husband and dog are safe. I felt 
guilty for a while not knowing if her home 
had burned down or not, but her home is 
safe too.” 

“Today’s reunion is truly heartfelt as we 
join Patty, her family and Koda to reunite 
with Malcolm. I also want to express my 
sincere appreciation to Patty’s husband James, 
whose quick thinking and actions were also 
instrumental in making a positive outcome to 
what certainly could have been just another 
tragic story,” Marrone said.

scott.snowden@smdp.com

PATTY PHILLIPS
FROM PAGE 1

Scott Snowden
RESCUED: From the fire, a feel-good story. (L-R) Marrone, Dicks, Phillips and Horvath.
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