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NEWS OF

THE WEIRD

by Chuck Shepard

In November, Michael Patrick
Mikitka, 35, was arrested and
charged as the man who had
held up six banks in one week in
the Pittsburgh area, including
one in which he had written the
holdup note on a check issued to
him when he opened his
account. In the final robbery, at
the PNC Bank in Wilkinsburg, he
was on his way out the door
when the security guard said
that the teller needed to see him
again, and as he walked back in,
the doors locked, and the guard
grabbed him. Pending trial,
Mikitka was sent to drug rehabil-
itation, but he left the facility on
Dec. 22 and was re-arrested the
same day when he allegedly
robbed the same National City
bank that he had robbed twice
during his November spree.

_ QUOTE OF
THE DAY
“I'only like two kinds

of men: domestic
and foreign.”

— Mae West

I‘ Horoscopes

Gemini, take your time
Local

Lightning Bolts: division winners . .3

m Opinion

Election coverage misses point .. .4

m State

Drug dogs sniff schools ......... 7
E-JReal Estate
Gen-X breaks downwalls . .. .... 10

E :I National

Budget includes Klamath water . .12

EEE IPeople

The Dead recruits

Strikers march on

Del Pastrana/Daily Press
Striking workers continued to picket the Vons at Colorado and Lincoln on
Tuesday, but the number of workers willing to march in Southern California
has dwindled this month. In late December, grocery workers saw their union
strike pay cut in half, which caused some workers to stop picketing.

Santa Monica man on
trial for 2001 murder

Prosecution makes case
against accused cabbie killer

BY MICHAEL TITTINGER
Daily Press Staff Writer

DOWNTOWN LA — The calculating
mind of a killer, who lay in wait to ambush
his unsuspecting victim, increasingly came
into focus Tuesday as details of the murder
a Santa Monica man is accused of commit-
ting were graphically displayed.

The murder trial of Antonio Barba
began Tuesday in Los Angeles Superior
Court, with the prosecution and defense
beginning to lay the groundwork for their
cases by offering a pair of matter-of-fact
opening statements to a 13-member jury.
The 24-year-old Barba is accused of fatal-
ly stabbing and robbing Los Angeles cab
driver Keum Kim in July of 2001.

“Antonio Barba took a knife from his
mother’s house, called for a cab, and then
called right back to see if he had enough
money,” Los Angeles Deputy District
Attorney Kendra Carmen told jurors. “He
was the one on Brooks Avenue that night.

He was the one who plunged a knife into
the victim over 32 times. He was the one
who took Keum Kim’s money. He was the
one who fled into the alley.

“He was the one who committed first-
degree, premeditated murder.”

The evidence compiled by police dur-
ing the investigation includes the butcher
knife murder weapon and a blue hooded
sweatshirt covered with Kim’s blood.
Both items were retrieved in an alley
behind the 800 block of Brooks Avenue in
the Oakwood section of Venice, where the
murder took place.

An eyewitness testified Tuesday to see-
ing the alleged murderer, wearing a blue
hooded sweatshirt, flee from Kim’s cab
on foot into the alley. The recovered
sweatshirt was subsequently found to
have between 12 and 14 hairs matching
the DNA of Barba, according to Carmen,
who qualified the odds of another culprit
having the same DNA as approximately 1
in 6 million.

Despite the DNA match, Barba’s public

See TRIAL, page 6
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Few residents
weigh in on
homeless plan

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

Judging from the turnout at Monday’s meeting that
focused on ending homelessness within a decade, one
wouldn’t guess the increasing number of vagrants on the
city’s streets is the top concern of Santa Monica residents.

About 50 people showed up for the “Bring LA Home”
community meeting, organized by the Los Angeles
Homeless Services Authority, which plans to end home-
lessness in LA County within 10 years. A panel of about
70 people — from politicians, including Santa Monica
Mayor Richard Bloom, to business leaders to homeless
advocates to faith-based organizations — is devising the
plan. The plan should be complete by this summer.

The goal of Monday’s meeting was to get residents’
input on the process and give suggestions on how to end
homelessness. But hardly any residents showed up.
Instead, the meeting was dominated by social service
providers giving their suggestions and a series of unre-
lated ramblings by the homeless themselves.

However, it was apparent that Santa Monica’s efforts —
which cost the city millions each year — to help people get
off the streets have made an impact. More than a few indi-
viduals told their stories about the circumstances that led to
their becoming homeless and how Santa Monica’s out-
reach programs assisted them in living independently.

Only a few citizens spoke about what can be done to
help solve the growing problem.

See PLAN, page 5

City Council plan
restoring hope for
SM Pier’s future

(Editor's note: This is part of an ongoing series that tracks
the city s expenditures, which appear on the Santa Monica City
Council consent agenda. Consent agenda items are routinely
passed by the City Council with little or no discussion from elect-
ed officials or the public. However, many of the items have been
part of public discussion in the past).

By Daily Press staff

COUNCIL CHAMBERS — City Council members
were expected to approve more than $730,000 Tuesday,
with the majority being earmarked for a pair of major
structural improvement projects, including the famous
Santa Monica Pier.

Officials were expected to take a big step forward on
part of the recently approved, structural upgrade pro-
gram of the municipal pier. The engineering design firm

See PIER, page 5
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([SUNSET GRILL

A Continental Cafe

Try Our Famous Salad Combination

1 Item Combo: $7.25 ¢ 2 Item Combo: $8.75 ¢ 3 Item Combo: $9.75

Served on a Bed of Mixed Greens and Your Choice of These Items:
Chicken © Cheese Tortelini ¢ Duck Pate & Green Beans w/ Almonds
Chicken Curry ¢ Ratatoule ¢ Penne Pest w/ Crab ¢ Corn Salad
Eggplant w/ Pine Nuts © Pasta w/ Sausage © Tomato w/ Mozzarella
Fava Beans ¢ Corn Salad ¢ Beets & Asparagus & Potato Salad ... and More!

BREAKFAST mLUNCH m DINNER
Open from 7:30am - 9pm m Closed Sundays & Holidays
\1701 Ocean Park Blvd. in Santa Monica = 310—450—7546)

AWARD WINNING
BEER SELECTION

29 Beers on Draught
HAPPY HOUR 4-6PM  Monday thru Friday

$5.99 Burger Monday!!!

Your choice of:

Ahi ¢« Salmon « Boca
Garden ¢ Turkey « Beef

PLAN YOUR NEXT PARTY
ON THE PATIO
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BUILDING A BETTER BURGER

| H'équns: M-TH:11AM-10PM FRI-SAT:11AM-11PM SUN:12PM-9PM
2901 Ocean Park Blvd in Santa Monica ¢ 310.399.8383
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Be as happy as can be, Cancer

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

%k kk-Dynamic **k%k-Positive **k*k-Average
**-So-so *-Difficult

&1 ARIES (March 21-April 19)

%% %% You gain an unexpected insight, be
it about yourself or someone you care about.
Understand what is going on with a family mem-
ber who could be a bit off. You understand a lot,
but perhaps you cannot walk in this person’s
shoes. Tonight: Buy a token gift or card on your
way home.

] TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

i £ %k k* Where your friends are is where
you are. You might feel jolted by a new friend or
another’s unpredictability. You might be unusu-
ally stern or solemn when dealing with others.
Listen to yourself and your tone of voice.
Tonight: Whatever you want.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

* %% Take your time, as a boss could be
most unpredictable. Your way of handling this
person could be to retreat, which might not be a
bad idea. How you see a work-related situation
could change considerably. Tonight: Take some
time off.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

*%%%* Your endurance helps you get
what you want, but it might drop in your lap in
a most unpredictable way. You could be overly
serious; work on breaking past those patterns
and looking at life through new eyes. Tonight:
Happy as can be.

[&1 LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

" % %% Take charge of your life, especially
in view of others and what they need or want.
Sometimes you could be startled by those around
you, or vice versa. Work with the unexpected.
Your instincts are off with a boss or someone you
put on a pedestal. Tonight: A must show.

"j‘l VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

=28 %k k& Seek out information rather than
accepting a group’s or friend’s statement as
definitive. You will want to find an expert. Avoid
all gossip right now, especially if a partner is act-
ing a bit strange. He or she needs space. Tonight:

Qent a movie on the way home.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

%% %% Deal with others directly, and
you’ll come to the conclusion that everything is
fine, even if you feel burdened by someone’s
attitude. Assume that he or she cannot help him-
or herself. Be creative with your work. Tonight:
Be a duo.

i SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

(973 % % % % You have the wherewithal to make
a difference, and you know it. Still, let others
make the first move, as you will understand and
see much more that way. Your lively side
emerges. Use some of this ingenuity for your-
self. Tonight: Say “yes.”

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

%% % You might want to think through
your work situation more carefully. Investigate
what needs to happen within a key relationship
or situation that might be impacting you at
home. Consider doing more work from home.
Tonight: Easy does it.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

% %% Your creativity impacts your
life, and even your word choice. Some find you
close to unpredictable lately. You might find oth-
ers unpredictable, too. A partner or older pal
comes through for you. Schedule more time
together. Tonight: Take a midweek break.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

%% % Hold on tightly to your wallet right
now. You might not be sure what to do with a
loved one or a dear friend who is needy. Relax
and put your feet up. You have done more than
your share. If you’re tired, there is a reason.
Tonight: Early to bed.

ff PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

%k k% %% Your spontaneity could jolt
some of the people around you. On the other
hand, you might feel as if someone needs that
extra push because he or she could be down or
put out. Evaluate a situation, but also talk.
Communication must happen here. Tonight:
Dinner for two. /
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Lightning Bolts division winners

By Daily Press staff

Most spots will continue to hold in the 2-3” range while the standouts see
some 4’ (shoulder high) waves on the best sets. These waves will be fading
slowly through the day.

The WNW’er will hold today and mix with some minor local windswell.
New WNW swell will arrive late Thursday and strengthen into Friday, even-
tually peaking on Saturday. 0

Expect fair conditions.

Today the
water Is:

To culminate a winning season, the Lightning Bolts are
celebrating as the champions in the Girls U10 division
area soccer play-off games held in Culver City last week.
The girls are local residents of Santa Monica, Venice and
West LA. Coaches Angel Vasquez and Peter Meyer head-
ed the winning team. The team was feeling the pressure [
with one goalie out of the game suffering from a recent
broken arm, but they fought their hardest. They now
advance to the section tournament games in March.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing today at
your local break. Epic.

-

- - - - - The Lightning Bolt
City historical images take flight ghtning ® LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
By Daily Press staff == LOW ONE LOW TWO HIGH ONE HIGH TWO
Researchers, students and history buffs will enjoy sets of images recently added to SATURDAY 421AM 519PM 10:22 M T1:54PM
the Santa Monica Public Library Image Archives. SUNDAY 5:09 AM 5:51 PM 11:04 AM N/A
Now available on the library’s Web site, they display World War II activities at the
Douglas Aircraft plant at Clover Field. One dramatic set shows the camouflage over the MONDAY 6:09 AM 6:26 PM 12:36 AM 11:49 AM
Douglas Aircraft plant, and a second set shows workers, housing and the transit strike at
the time. The third set illustrates the DC1 aircraft, and the manufacture and flight of the TUESDAY 724 AM 7:00 PM 1:16 AM 12:48 PM
DC3, DC4 and DC7.
Image archives librarian Cynni Murphy said more images, including blimps, Pearl WEDNESDAY 9:04 AM 7:39PM 204 AM 220PM
Harbor Day, Douglas portraits, and historical pictures of the original Douglas plant at ' . . .
26th Street and Wilshire Boulevard, will soon also be available online. THURSDAY 10:39AM 8:35PM 300AM 449PM
The images were copied from the collection of the Museum of Flying with the assis- FRIDAY 11:56 AM 9:51 PM 3:54 AM 6:50 PM

tance of an $8,000 grant from the Friends of the Library, which funded duplicating, dig-
itizing and cropping the photographs. They illustrate Santa Monica life during the war,
including both aviation and details of cars, housing, clothing and employment. To view
them, log on the library Web site, www.smpl.org, click on Image Archives, and select
the subject Douglas Aircraft.

Cinderella held over until March

By Daily Press staff

That most romantic of all fairy tales, Cinderella, is being held over at Santa Monica
Playhouse, Saturdays and Sundays at 12:30 p.m. and 3 p.m., through March 28.

“You just can’t keep a good heroine down,” said Actors, Repertory Theatre mainstay
John Waroff, who has been playing the charmingly befuddled King Osgood Isgood since
the show’s world premiere in 1984. “It’s simply amazing. Cinderella is still the single most
requested family theatre musical in Santa Monica Playhouse history.”

Brought to life by Actors, Repertory Theatre, the professional resident acting com-
pany at Santa Monica Playhouse, and written and directed by the acclaimed team of
Evelyn Rudie and Chris DeCarlo, this original version of Cinderella comes complete
with the handsome prince, zany fairy godmother, silly stepsisters, jolly king and a zeal-
ously well-meaning stepmother, and features Celeste Akiki, Kate Burleigh, Rebecca
Coombs, James Cooper, Cydne Moore, Graham Silbert, Catherine Tooke, Cammy
Truong and John Waroff.

Tickets are $10 for children (12 and under) and $12 for adults. Reservations are necessary,
and may be made by calling the playhouse box office at (310) 394-9779, ext. 2. For more
information, visit the playhouse Web site at SantaMonicaPlayhouse.com. Santa Monica
Playhouse is located at 1211 Fourth St., one block east of the Third Street Promenade.

Love, laugh and listen

By Daily Press staff

Love and laughter will be in the air at the Ocean Park Library next month.

A special day is planned with love, laughs, stories and a puppet show for kids ages 3 to 7
on Feb. 10 at 3:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. The event will be held in the library, 2601 Main Street.
Tickets are free but must be picked up at noon on the day of the event. No phone reservations
will be accepted. For more information, call (310) 392-3804.

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

Today'’s Special:

.

Teriyaki s c Open
Chicken KUA AINA ) Dpailyfrom
Sandwich o 11 a.m. to
58 tax induded ,ésﬁ%f Il-awaiian s ndw\(': 10 p.m.
includes: .
Pickles or coleslaw, 119 Broadway, Santa Monica
french fries or salad
and drink

10.394.0100
310.394 )

ko Since 1967

Quality & Valug Hdiways!

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

Break from
the chains...

COME EAT WELL!

310-399-7892
2732 Main St.

Santa Monica

A Santa Monica jury last week decid-
ed that a landlord wasn’t liable for ten-
ants’ injuries and pain and suffering
when they were attacked in their apart-
ment by four gunmen.

The tenants claimed that the landlord
should have provided better security at
their apartment, which can’t be accessed
without a key or a code.

It raised a legal question of how much
landlords should be held responsible for
their tenants’ safety.

“How far should landlords go in
protecting their properties and their
tenants? Do you agree with the jury’s
decision? Why?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your
response before Thursday at 5 p.m. We’ll
print them in Friday’s paper. Please limit
your comments to a minute or less. It
might help to think first about the word-
ing of your response.

310.451.SLICE(7542)
310.399.4060
Catering * Lunch/Office Delivery

\_

~

* Homemade

* Fresh Ingredients
e Pasta & Dinners

* Calzones

* Hot Subs

Voted Best in L.A.

— America Online Poll

“A slice of NY in your
own backyard.”

—Anthony Dias Blue
Bon Appetit Lifestyle
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OPINION

The mainstream media is hot on the
trail of the most important story of the
election season. That would be ... the Iraq
war? No. A grassroots liberal resurgence?
Guess again. The main story, still on page
one in the New York Times six days after
it happened, is Howard Dean’s Iowa con-
cession speech, a.k.a. “The Screech.”

It’s great that the media has made this
the main event of the election — I mean,
brought it to our attention. Because it
brings up a lot of other things about
Howard Dean that the media don’t like
— I mean, need to be reported.

Diane Sawyer got an exclusive on-the-
couch session with Howard and Judy Dean
the night after the screech. A top crack
reporter who once served in the Nixon
White House, Sawyer honed right in on the
fact that Howie gave Judy a rhododendron
for her 50th birthday. Not exactly roses and
chocolates, Sawyer pointed out.

“What I always do for my birthday,
which is right around Mother’s Day, we
have a combined celebration and we do a
family bike ride,” Judy Dean said softly.
“I’m not a very ‘thing’ person. I mean, I
have everything I want, pretty much.”

Now, how weird is that? The woman
is not focused on filling out her wardrobe
or filling up her jewelry box. Sawyer
raised her eyebrows with an apt combi-

nation of ridicule and disdain. “Are you,
like, communists?” she might have
asked. It’s great when journalists remind
us of the values we should all share. Judy,
what are you thinking?

“I don’t really care too much what I
wear,” she went on to say. Obviously this
campaign is DOA.

ABC’s Peter Jennings and Ted Koppel
reminded viewers several times that

Election coverage: All the screech that’s fit to print

n’t opinion, it was straight news, accord-
ing to the Times. That’s what they mean
by, “All the News That’s Fit to Print.”
But the week’s daily coverage turned
out to be just a warm-up for the weekend
reporters, who get a chance to sit back, get
some perspective, and give us more facts
— the ones that really matter. For instance,
Chris Matthews, host of a few cable and
network shows, called the screech a

Dean’s screech had
derailed his candidacy
during a televised
debate they hosted the
following night in New
Hampshire. Isn’t it
good when reporters

Guest
Commentary

By Beth Solomon

“screaming fit” that had
“metastasized.”

NBC’s Campbell
Brown agreed with him
and restated that Dean’s
candidacy was over. “It
confirmed the worst fears

tell us the facts? In the
same broadcast, Fox’s Brit Hume quickly
zeroed in on Dean’s statement that “I lead
with my heart, not with my head.” Hume
pointed out the danger, if not pure wacki-
ness, of such a statement. He does have a
point. What if the country had leaders that
aggressively pursued peace, generosity
and compassion? It would be a catastrophe
for the greed, violence and hate that cur-
rently reign. Thanks, Brit!

Alessandra Stanley, a staff writer at
the New York Times, reported that the
screech was “ferocious, almost mania-
cal.” She called Dean “scary.” That was-

people have about him.”

Fears instilled by whom exactly?

Joe Klein of Time Magazine told the
other panelists that Dean’s behavior was that
of a “recovering addict.” The other guests
looked perplexed. This is what can happen
when there are so many facts to consider.

The Los Angeles Times said Dean’s
“raucous lowa concession speech contin-
ued to echo in New Hampshire.”
Honestly, the reporters heard an echo.
“Can you hear me Chris Matthews, Chris
Matthews, Chris Matthews?”

But the same reporters also allowed
that some people thought the media were

making too much of the screech. “I think
they exploited this, to be honest with
you,” a retired school administrator at
the Londonderry, N.H. Lion’s Club told
the Times.

But what do voters know? A precious
few of them could have heard that Dean’s
speech thanked his 1,500 young support-
ers in Jowa for getting involved in poli-
tics. And that voter turnout among people
under 30 quadrupled in Iowa from the
last presidential election. Dean said he’s
seen nothing like it since the 1960s. And
he pointed out that the kids are right to
get involved, because they know the
environment is getting destroyed, jobs
are evaporating, and their futures are
being hocked for massive tax cuts for the
country’s wealthy.

“We’re going to fight until this coun-
try becomes a place where we’ll put more
money into small children and their fam-
ilies than we put into prisons,” Dean said.
He promised to stand up for “what Harry
Truman put in the 1948 Democratic party
platform: Health care for everybody.”

But let’s not get lost in some abstract
discussion of what we stand for or where
to lead the country. Let’s get back to the
screech, I mean, the news.

(Beth Solomon is a Left Coast writer
reachable at bethsolomon@earthlink.net).

- INCITES

By Ed Silverstein

He’s at it again. Dick Cheney, our
ultra-secretive vice president, has once
again reasserted his belief that Iraq has
weapons of mass destruction and that
there were direct ties between Iraq and al-
Qaeda. This is a courageous move when
you consider nearly every Bushie has
since retreated from this position.

My father believes that our industrialist
veep might have gone on a permanent
mental vacation and is a few notes short of
a sonata. But I believe differently. I think
Cheney is reaching into his bag of mass
destruction tricks and will pull out a
“nuclear” surprise.

My guess is that Cheney’s bat boy,
George Bush, will makes a last-minute
discovery of a weapon of mass destruc-
tion. Vegas odds makers are giving 8-to-1
that Haliburton has already been awarded
the no-bid contract to produce the device.

Of course, conspiracy buffs believe
Cheney and company have even a bigger
October surprise in store. They think
Osama bin Laden, the king of terror, has
been captured and is being held in an
ultra-secret location (possibly one of
Cheney’s energy policy meetings) until
just before the election. Some conspiracy
experts have even speculated that “b.L.”
will be discovered in the exact same hole

as Saddam Hussein, thereby proving once

and for all a direct connection between
Iraq and al-Qaeda.

But it’s unfair to give all that blame to
Cheney for Bush’s questionable military
policy. Some of that blame should go to
Cheney for Bush’s questionable econom-
ic policy.

As former Secretary of the Treasury
Paul O’Neill reveals in the bestseller “The
Price of Loyalty,” the prez was even get-
ting a little queasy about the latest round
of “reverse Robin Hood” — take from the
poor, give to the rich tax cuts. But, to par-
aphrase O’Neill, Cheney put a quick stop
to that when he admonished “Dubya” that
former presidents’ kids should be seen,
not heard.

In other words, sit down, shut up and
sign the Haliburton contract.

Apparently, Bush didn’t read the mas-
ter plan memo, possibly because he
thought it was a newspaper. The memo
stated that the neo-conservative philoso-
phy requires that the federal government
keep reducing taxes to the rich and busi-
nesses, and maybe even throw a few
bucks to the middle class to keep them
quiet, while spending like crazy on the
military and religious programs. This will
most likely bankrupt the federal govern-
ment within a few short years. But just to
be sure, we’ll throw in a $1 billion space
program to land on Mars in 25 years,
which I'm all for if we can send Cheney
on an exploratory mission in, say, the next
two weeks.

Now why would the vice president and
his underling, George Bush, want to bank-
rupt the government? I’'m glad you asked.

It has always been the dream of con-

servatives to cut taxes, reduce spending
and shift more control to the states. But
conservatives have continuously failed at
stemming federal spending, probably
because every one of them wanted to cut
all programs except the ones that benefit-
ed their home states.

So neo-conservatives like Mo, Larry
and Curly — I mean Dick, Don
(Rumsfeld) and George — stepped in.
Their ruse is to bankrupt the federal gov-
ernment and force Congress to make mas-
sive cuts to all federal programs, thereby
shifting the burden (and control) to the
states. States will then have the choice of
raising taxes or eliminating those nasty,
wasteful social programs like providing
food and medical care to sick and starving
children. While this will have a nominal
effect on wealthy progressive states, such
as California, places like Arkansas and
Mississippi will be returned to the Dark
Ages. Although, in the case of
Mississippi, this might be a step up.

On the plus side (for neo-cons any-
way), faced with mounting deficits and
loath to raise taxes, states will probably
resort to  privatizing everything
(“Privatizing” is the neo-cons’ third-
favorite word after “globalization” and
“union-busting”.) Sure, they’ll probably
get great introductory rates, sort of like
the first shot heroin pushers provide new
customers. But soon those rates will start
to climb and, well, just ask former Gov.
Gray Davis what he thinks about private-
ly owned utilities.

Another plus (again, for businesses) is
that because the neo-cons have bankrupt-
ed the country, there is no money for

Dick, Donald, George: Leave no conservative behind

enforcement of the fraud regulations.

But the neo-cons weren’t through.
They had another scheme that would toss
bones to two of their favorite support
groups. “Leave No Child Behind” suc-
ceeded perfectly at not leaving big busi-
ness nor the Religious Right behind. As
for the kids, well, that’s another story.
Sure, it looked real sweet on the surface.
Hell, it even fooled Sen. Ted Kennedy.
But, as we living in the plastic surgery
capital of the free world know, looks can
be deceiving.

The way the con works is that students
have to pass standardized tests. Students
that fail must be provided private (as in
“privatization”) tutoring. Schools whose
students continue to fail must provide
those students with the option of receiving
vouchers to be used for private school
(big business) or at a religious school
(Religious Right). The kicker is that Bush
failed to fund the program, so, in short, he
had stacked the deck so that schools
would fail, vouchers would be handed
out, and viola — mission accomplished.

Of course, this is all speculation. I
could be wrong: There really might be
WMDs in Iraq; the tax cuts and giant
deficits just might stimulate the economy;
“Leave No Child Behind” could be some-
thing more than a way to promote educa-
tion; George Bush might be in charge; and
Michael, Kobe and Martha ... well, they
just might all be innocent.

Or not.

(Ed Silverstein is a free-lance writer liv-
ing in Santa Monica. You can secretly e-mail
your comments to edsincites@aol.com).

Ject to editing for space and content.

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-
available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author s name and
telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are sub-

YOUR OPINION MATTERS! send your letters to Santa Monica Daily Press Attn. Editor:

1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202 Santa Monica ¢ 90401 ¢ sack@smdp.com
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Social service providers: More emergency shelters needed

PLAN, from page 1

Donna Gentry, who has in the past
been involved with the Santa Monica
Chamber of Commerce and is a supporter
of Santa Monica’s social service pro-
grams, said what’s missing from the 10-
year plan and its panel is neighboring
cities’ involvement.

She suggested that officials from
Beverly Hills, Culver City, Inglewood and
cities in the South Bay, need to participate
in the plan and accept responsibility in the
growing epidemic. It’s widely known that
no other surrounding cities, with the
exception of Venice and West LA, help
alleviate the burden of homeless people
living in their communities. In fact, most
of them ignore it.

“I don’t see our neighbors involved,”
Gentry said, adding there isn’t enough land
in Santa Monica on which to build shelters
and affordable housing. “We need our
neighboring counties to help with that.”

That was Susan Fraser’s experience.
She lived in Palos Verdes for nearly three
decades before becoming homeless as a
result of her alcohol and drug addictions,
as well as being diagnosed as having
bipolar disorder. She looked to other
South Bay communities like Torrance and
Manhattan Beach for help, but they
offered nothing.

She came to Santa Monica and got
involved with service programs such as
Step Up On Second, Turning Point and
Daybreak. She now lives on her own.

“I lived in Palos Verdes for 27 years,
and I’m ticked off no one helped me. How
can these people, my dentist, lawyers ...
not help?” she said. “I came here and was
on my way. Santa Monica saved my life.”

Gentry and others said although Santa
Monica is criticized for perhaps “doing too
much,” resulting in an increase of home-
less here, more cities ought to be doing
more so Santa Monica doesn’t have to.

“Thank you Santa Monica because
most affluent cities don’t do this,” said
one former homeless person. “Other cities
need to emulate what you are doing here.”

Some speakers said Santa Monica resi-
dents need to stop criminalizing the
homeless — particularly for basic human
behavior like having to eat and go to the
bathroom. Two laws recently passed by
the City Council — with reluctance — are
designed to curb free food programs, as
well as urinating and defecating in public.

“Santa Monica has vilified the home-
less, accusing them of just about every
crime you can think about,” said resident
Ken McCrae. “By and large, the homeless
population are not criminals.”

Social service providers said short-term
solutions must be found before the long-

Bus deals also to be approved

PIER, from page 1

Moffatt and Nichol, which was expected
to be awarded a contract of up to
$400,000, has worked on similar pier
rejuvenation projects in Santa Barbara
(Stearns Wharf) and Long Beach
(Queensway Bay/Pine Avenue Pier).

Forthcoming work on the Santa Monica
Pier, expected to tally more than $6 mil-
lion in design and construction costs by
the time work is finished, is to include
wooden pile and deck replacement, utility
upgrades, traffic analysis and the develop-
ment of a maintenance strategy.

The other major improvement project
pertains to the city’s desire to ensure the
viability of the Mountain View Mobile
Home Park at 1930 Stewart St., and it was
mulled over whether or not to pay up to a
combined $168,000 for the purposes of
hiring two separate firms — one to pro-
vide development and relocation services,
the other to plan infrastructure improve-
ments and continued operations at the
105-space tract.

The city purchased the five-acre park
in December of 2000, along with 36
mobile home units, with the idea of pre-
serving them as a means of affordable
housing within the city. Since that time
the city has constructed an emergency-
vehicle access road, freed up roadways by
implementing off-street parking on the
site and installed a fire hydrant, among
other improvements. The city is in the
preliminary stages of a major park

improvement plan that should bring it up
to current standards.

Council was also expected to strike up
a deal with Nancy Lewis Associates, Inc.,
for up to $79,500, to provide guidance
and direction with respect to financing
and the development of affordable hous-
ing at Mountain View. Mecky Myers and
Associates was expected to receive a con-
tract for up to $88,500 to develop the res-
ident component of mobile home park
rehabilitation plans.

In other spending planning, the City
Council was expected to sign off on a deal
with North American Bus Industries for
$110,000 per year to provide and deliver
replacement parts for the Big Blue Bus
transit coaches. The parts will be used to
perform routine maintenance.

In a deal that is projected to generate
approximately $1,400 in annual revenue
for the Big Blue Bus, Council members
were expected to enter into an agreement
with Access Services Inc. that would
allow ASI passengers, as well as their per-
sonal care attendants, to catch comple-
mentary rides with them instead.

Big Blue Bus will, in turn, bill ASI on a
monthly basis for the services, which are
expected to net an additional 15 passengers
per day for the transportation company.

ASI is the agency responsible for the
complementary paratransit service in Los
Angeles County, as mandated by the
Americans with Disabilities Act. Eligibility
is based on a person’s inability to use acces-
sible buses and trains within the county.

COLDAUGLL
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Serving OCEAN PARK and nearby beach communities

Monte Hartman

Real Estate Services

oceanparkhomes.com

(310)
4485968

term ones are addressed. They said there
aren’t enough year-round emergency and
short-term shelters on the westside —
especially for women and families.

John Maceri, executive director of
Ocean Park Community Center — the
largest social service agency in Santa
Monica — made a few suggestions for the
plan, including making properties already
owned and controlled by the city and
county of Los Angeles available for shel-
ters and affordable housing. He also
added that elected officials must have the
political will to resist giving into opposi-
tion from residents and businesses near
proposed projects. Maceri was recently
successful in getting approval from the
Santa Monica City Council to build a $7
million, 55-bed shelter at Michigan
Avenue and Cloverfield Boulevard.

Maceri also suggested that government
should encourage private developers to
pay “seed money” into affordable housing
infill projects, as well as the government
providing support such as mental health
and rehabilitative services in apartment
buildings for those who need assistance in

becoming independent.

Deborah Mathis, associate director of
OPCC, said a broad-based community
effort must be made to mobilize politi-
cians on a federal level to give money
toward ending homelessness.

Some local officials and residents said
they are skeptical that the plan can actual-
ly be effective in 10 years and the federal
government will step up and fund it. LA
County’s plan is similar to those of dozens
of other cities that are taking on the daunt-
ing task, which was spurred by the Bush
Administration’s goal to rid the nation of
its homeless population.

Mayor Bloom said a recent trip to
Portland reminded him that Santa Monica
is not alone in dealing with a growing
number of homeless people on its streets.

“We are not alone in responding to the
call from the president on this,” he told the
group Monday. “We tend to feel insular,
and obviously it’s a great challenge for us.

“It’s a terrible problem we face day in
and day out,” he added. “No one in this
country should have to sleep on the
streets. No one should live that way.”
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s \OTICE INVITING APPLICATIONS
CITY OF SANTA MONICA
SUSTAINABLE CITY TASK FORCE

Sanin Monica

Applications are invited for the creation of an eleven
member Sustainable City Task Force (SCTF). All persons
who reside or work in Santa Monica are invited to apply
regardless of race, sex, age, disability, religion, marital
status, national origin, sexual preference, or ancestry.
Appointment will be made at a City Council meeting in
March or April 2004.

Application forms and information are available at the
Environmental Programs Division, 200 Santa Monica
Pier, Suite J, Santa Monica, CA 90401. You may request
an application by mail or fax by calling (310) 458-2213.

To be eligible, applications must be received at the
Environmental Programs Division office by 5:00pm
Wednesday, February 4, 2004.
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Defense says prosecution’s
evidence ‘circumstantial’

TRIAL, from page 1

defender, Steven Fisher, argues that all the
prosecution’s evidence is circumstantial.

“Mr. Barba didn’t do it,” he began,
looking intently into the faces of the jury.
“There is no evidence other than innuen-
do and rumor and an unreliable anony-
mous caller.”

According to the prosecution, an anony-
mous call placed to LAPD Det. Paul Inabu,
who arrested Barba close to a month after
the murder, helped lead to his capture.

“There were a lot of resources spent in
this case,” Fisher said. “The cab was sent to
the fingerprint shed and dusted thoroughly,
but nothing came back matching Mr.
Barba. There were cigarettes in the passen-
ger ashtray, hair on the passenger headers ...
You would expect something to match the
DNA of the person who did this.”

Barba’s DNA was conspicuously
absent from Kim’s cab. Fisher also point-
ed out that investigators came up empty
after serving a search warrant at the Barba
home on the 1800 block of 16th Street in
Santa Monica. Police seized clothing,
eight or nine pairs of shorts and a couple
pairs of shoes, but they found no traces of
Kim’s blood.

However, according to Carmen, when
the search was conducted on Aug. 2,
2001, “two things became very clear —
Mr. Barba was living two blocks from
where the suspect was first picked up by
(Kim’s cab). Also, the defendant’s moth-
er, when asked if she had a similar knife
to the murder weapon, indicated that she
did and that the knife was missing.”

The prosecution visually laid out the
viciousness of the crime committed in the
early morning hours of July, 8,2001, dur-
ing the proceedings at the Clara
Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center.
Perhaps even more emotionally potent
than a series of autopsy photos, was a
simple gray mannequin, which lay dor-
mant in the back of the courtroom. Each
of the more than 30 red pins stuck into the
mannequin’s head, neck and chest repre-
sented the spot on Kim’s body where he
was stabbed in rapid succession.

The prosecution’s case is centered on
the belief that Barba, then 21 years old,
called a cab for the specific purpose of
killing and robbing the driver. Carmen’s
first witness to take the stand Tuesday
was Linda Deskin, a cab driver who was
working as dispatcher for the AAA Cab
Company on the night Kim was attacked.

Deskin sent the Koreatown resident to the
pick-up location.

Deskin remarked that the caller, who
called himself “Sergio,” did not leave a call-
back number as per the company’s policy.

“Then, he called back almost immedi-
ately,” she recounted. “He asked if the
driver had change for a $50. I told him to
go to the grocery store if he needed
change. I would never tell a caller how
much money a driver had.”

Upon cross-examination, Fisher got
Deskin to admit that she told investigators
the voice sounded like someone of African-
American ethnicity. Barba is Hispanic.

The prosecution later called eyewit-
ness Eric Ramirez, the man who testified
he saw the suspect the flee scene. Ramirez
was returning to his former home on the
700 block of Brooks Avenue the night of
the murder when he happened upon a
stopped cab.

“I stopped my car behind a taxi and
thought someone would be getting out,”
Ramirez said. “I saw a commotion in the
car and thought the driver was getting
robbed. Then I went back and saw some-
one get out. He was hiding in the bushes.”

Ramirez recalled seeing the suspect
run into the alley behind the apartments,
before noticing Kim had emerged from
his halted cab with “blood all over him.”

“He was stammering, and he just kind
of opened his mouth,” Ramirez said. “But
I didn’t hear anything.”

The witness said that the 59-year-old
Kim staggered past his car toward
Lincoln Boulevard, a block away, before
Ramirez went home and called 9-1-1.

Fisher took issue with Ramirez’s
description of the killer on cross-exami-
nation, remarking that the witness told
police the suspect was 5°10”. Barba
stands 5°4”.

Fisher, during his opening statement,
implored the jurors to keep an open mind
until all the evidence was heard. The pub-
lic defender seemed confident of his case,
repeatedly remarking that the prosecution
“had a weak case” and that the lion’s
share of their evidence was purely cir-
cumstantial.

Barba has pleaded not guilty to one
count of murder and one count of armed
robbery.

The trial is expected to last throughout
the week. Superior Court Judge Robert J.
Perry, who is overseeing his 169th murder
trial, had expressed hope that the jury
could begin deliberating by Thursday.
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Drug dogs sniff students

By The Associated Press

TUSTIN — Drug-sniffing dogs will be prowling four schools this fall as part of an
effort to deter student drug use.

The Tustin Unified School District board voted Monday to allow canine searches at
Foothill and Tustin high schools, and at Currie and Hewes middle schools. The one-day
pilot program will focus on lockers, desks, unattended backpacks and vehicles.

Dogs will not search students or areas where students are present, officials said.

“We are trying to take a proactive approach in dealing with (student drug use),” said
Ron Heape, district coordinator of child welfare and attendance. He noted the student
drug problem in Tustin isn’t any more serious than other schools.

The district might expand the searches beyond the one-day trial, and to other schools,
if the parents and students embrace the program, Heape said.

Newport-Mesa Unified adopted a policy in the early 1990s that allows for random
searches by drug-sniffing dogs, but no searches have taken place for at least three years.
Los Alamitos Unified and Huntington Beach Union have both used dogs in the past, but
they are not currently being used.

Deputies cleared of killing

By The Associated Press

VENTURA — Deputies were justified in killing a gunman who opened fire in the
parking lot of the sheriff’s station in Thousand Oaks, the district attorney said.

Gregg Wynn Hackett, 48, of Newbury Park “initiated an unprovoked, potentially dead-
ly attack on the East County Sheriff’s Station and innocent civilians in the area,” District
Attorney Greg Totten said Monday in a 24-page report on the Aug. 5, 2003, shooting.

“Each of the officers who responded to Hackett’s shots described a situation where
Hackett’s actions were putting lives in jeopardy. Only through extreme good fortune
were no innocent persons killed or seriously injured,” Totten said.

The district attorney’s investigation didn’t explain Hackett’s motive.

An autopsy determined Hackett had antihistamine, muscle relaxant and marijuana in
his system at the time of his death, but Senior Deputy District Attorney Jim Ellison said
it wasn’t known if drugs were the reason for the shooting.

The attack began about 9:40 a.m. when Hackett stopped his red Acura in the drive-
way of the Olsen Road sheriff’s station and began shooting at the building and people
in the area. Officers from several law enforcement agencies were at the station and many
returned fire.

Investigators recovered more than 900 rounds of ammunition and spent shell casings
from Hackett, his car and the surrounding area. At least 33 bullets struck the sheriff’s
station and there were additional strikes to six vehicles, nearby buildings and a trash can.

Quan protests firing

By The Associated Press

POMONA — Former Cal Poly police Chief Randal Quan alleged in a lawsuit
against the college and California State University system that he was fired for refusing
to hire an unqualified black woman as his second in command.

Quan, who was abruptly fired April 8, 2003, from his $107,000 a year job, claimed
in the Superior Court suit that California State Polytechnic University officials pressured
him to hire the woman as his lieutenant in the name of diversity.

He protested, saying campus safety would be jeopardized.

Quan attorney Steven Serratore and a Cal Poly spokesman wouldn’t comment
Monday on the Jan. 15 lawsuit, which alleged wrongful termination, violation of the
California Fair Employment and Housing Act and infliction of emotional distress.

University spokesman Ron Fremont said the school recently hired new department
chief Michael Guerin, who previously worked as the chief of the Law Enforcement
Branch of the Governor’s Office of Emergency Services.

Quan was hired at Cal Poly with much fanfare in May 2002 after 26 years in law
enforcement, much of it with the Los Angeles Police Department where he became the
first Chinese-American captain in LAPD history.

The lawsuit said Cal Poly Provost Tomas Morales began pressuring him to hire a
black woman for the lieutenant job soon after hiring him. Morales was eager to hire a
high-ranking female officer, the suit said.

Morales and other university officials manipulated a search process so Shirley Smith,
a black woman who heads the private security force at Cypress College, was named a
finalist, Quan’s suit said. Quan said he interviewed Smith and determined she lacked the
qualifications for the lieutenant job.

Jailhouse integrates Asian inmates

By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Sheriff Lee Baca’s decision to end jailhouse segregation by
placing Asian and Asian-American inmates in the general population has angered fami-
lies who complain the move puts their loved ones in danger.

Baca met Monday with about two dozen family members who asked him to reconsider
the end to the decade-long policy of segregation in an “Asian-only module” at the downtown
Men’s Central Jail. The unit housed about 300 inmates out of a total population of 7,000.

Sherift’s deputies began moving the Asian inmates out of their segregated dorms last
week, leading some to set fire to mattresses and flood their cells. There were no injuries
and the uprising was quickly quelled.

Officials match inmate demographics daily with the capacity of each jail facility to
determine the proper ethnic mix, Assistant Sheriff Doyle Campbell said. Asian gang
members will continue to be segregated, he said.

Recent increases in the Asian jailhouse population, coupled with budget constraints,
jail closures and deputy layoffs, forced moving them into the general population,
Campbell said.
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Federal judge rules part of
Patriot Act unconstitutional

BY LINDA DEUTSCH
AP Special Correspondent

LOS ANGELES — A federal judge
has ruled that a portion of the USA Patriot
Act which bars giving expert advice or
assistance to groups designated as foreign
terrorist organizations is unconstitutional
and the government may not enforce it.

David Cole, an attorney and
Georgetown University law professor
who argued the case on behalf of the
Humanitarian Law Project, said the ruling
marks the first court decision to declare a
part of the Patriot Act unconstitutional.

In a 36-page ruling handed down late
Friday and made available Monday, U.S.
District Judge Audrey Collins said the ban
on providing “expert advice or assis-
tance” is impermissibly vague in violation
of the First and Fifth Amendments to the
Constitution.

The U.S. Justice Department was
reviewing the judge's ruling, spokesman
Mark Corallo said in a statement from
Washington, D.C.

Corallo called the Patriot Act “an
essential tool in the war on terror” and
asserted that the portion at issue in the rul-
ing was only a modest amendment to a
pre-existing anti-terrorism law.

“By targeting those who provide mate-
rial support by providing 'expert advice or
assistance,' the law made clear that
Americans are threatened as much by the
person who teaches a terrorist to build a
bomb as by the one who pushes the but-
ton,” he said.

A civil rights attorney applauded the
decision.

“We're thrilled that the first judge to
look at the free-speech implications of the
Patriot Act has ruled properly,” said
ACLU attorney Ann Beeson. “She recog-
nized that the Patriot Act was written so
vaguely that it is suppressing legitimate
political speech.”

The case before the court involved five
groups and two U.S. citizens seeking to pro-
vide support for lawful, nonviolent activities
on behalf of Kurdish refugees in Turkey.

The Humanitarian Law Project, which
brought the suit, said the plaintiffs were
threatened with 15 years in prison if they
advised groups on seeking a peaceful res-
olution of the Kurds' campaign for self-
determination in Turkey.

The judge's ruling said the law, as writ-
ten, does not differentiate between imper-
missible advice on violence and encour-
aging the use of peaceful, nonviolent
means to achieve goals.

“The USA Patriot Act places no limita-
tion on the type of expert advice and
assistance which is prohibited and instead
bans the provision of all expert advice and
assistance regardless of its nature,” the
judge's ruling said.

“This is a victory for everyone who
believes the war on terrorism ought to be
fought consistent with constitutional prin-
ciples,” said Cole, the attorney who
argued the case.

“It is the first federal decision declar-
ing any part of the Patriot Act unconstitu-
tional,” he said.

The ruling specified that the plaintiffs
seek to provide support to “the lawful,
nonviolent activities” of the Kurdistan
Workers' Party, known as the PKK, and
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam,
known as the LTTE, which advocates for

the rights of the Tamil people in Sri
Lanka. Both groups are on a list issued by
former Secretary of State Madeline
Albright in 1997 designating them as
“foreign terrorist organizations.”

In Sri Lanka, the Tamil Tiger rebels have
been engaged in a two-decade civil war that
has killed more than 65,000 people.

Turkey's military has been battling
Kurdish rebels seeking autonomy since
1984, a fight that has left some 37,000
people dead.

Since the “foreign terrorist organiza-
tions” designation, the judge said, the
Humanitarian Law Project and other
plaintiffs including Ralph Fertig, the HLP
president “have not provided such sup-
port, fearing criminal investigation, pros-
ecution and conviction.”

The ruling noted that with enactment
of the Patriot Act, the prohibition on pro-
viding “material support” or “resources”
to such groups was expanded to include
“expert advice or assistance.”

The judge did reject one portion of the
lawsuit which claimed that one section of the
Patriot Act was “substantially overbroad.”

Lawyers for U.S. Attorney General
John Ashcroft opposed the lawsuit on
grounds that there is not “a genuine threat
of imminent prosecution” of those who
would assist the groups in question. They
also argued that the advice they sought to
offer on international human rights,
peacemaking and advocacy is “not even
arguably expert.”

The judge disagreed, citing the plain-
tiffs' long history of work in the field of
human rights.

The HLP is a nonprofit organization
headquartered in Los Angeles which has
consultative status to the United Nations,
the ruling said. It is dedicated to further-
ing international compliance with human-
itarian law and human rights law and
peaceful resolution of armed conflicts.

Fertig, who has a record of over 50
years in human rights work, has conduct-
ed fact-finding missions to Turkey and
published reports on his findings which
support the struggle for Kurdish libera-
tion. The reports assert human rights vio-
lations against the Kurds including execu-
tion of more than 18,000 Kurds, arbitrary
detentions and torture of those who speak
out for them and destruction of 2,400
Kurdish villages.

The ruling noted that Fertig and others
associated with the HLP have provided
training to PKK and Kurds “in using
humanitarian law and international
human rights law and in seeking a peace-
ful resolution of the conflict in Turkey.”

Collins' ruling follows a December
decision by the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals to overturn portions of a sweep-
ing 1996 anti-terror law which preceded
the Patriot Act. A three-judge panel found
the law's reference to financial assistance
or “material support” to terrorist organiza-
tions was overbroad.

That case also was brought by the
Humanitarian Law Project and involved
work being done on behalf of the
Kurdistan Workers Party.

In that decision, appeals court Judge
Harry Pregerson wrote that the “material
support” section of that law “blurs the line
on protected speech.”

The government has asked for a
rehearing of the three-judge decision by
the entire circuit court.
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Report: Trains would cost less, be better for environment

BY STEVE LAWRENCE

Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO — A high-speed rail
system linking California's major cities
would be less than half as expensive and
more environmentally friendly than build-
ing highways and airports to meet the
state's travel demands, a draft environ-
mental impact report says.

The 2,000-page document, scheduled
to be released Tuesday at news confer-
ences in San Francisco and Los Angeles,
looks at three options to deal with the
state's transportation needs as intercity
travel increases as much as 63 percent
over the next 20 years.

Under the first scenario, the state would

build only those highway and airport proj-
ects currently in the planning stages. Under
the second, the state would build those
projects and add an additional 2,970 miles
of new highway lanes, nearly 60 new air-
port gates and five runways at a cost of
nearly $82 billion in today's dollars.

The third option calls for a 700-mile
high-speed rail system to supplement the
currently planned highway and airport proj-
ects with trains running at top speeds of
more than 200 mph. The trains would cost
$33 billion to $37 billion in today's dollars
and carry as many as 68 million passengers
a year by 2020, according to the report.

“Our conclusion is, and data shows,
that basically the high-speed train is the

best of the three options,” Mehdi Morshed,
executive director of the California High-
Speed Rail Authority, said Monday.

The first option would result in “almost
a chaotic situation ... where we have
extreme cases of gridlock,” he said.

The second alternative “would cost more
than twice as much as high-speed trains, if
we could do it, and would have substantial-
ly more impact on wetlands, farmlands, air
quality and other environmental impacts
that we are concerned about.”

The authority, headed by a nine-mem-
ber board, is proposing construction of a
high-speed rail system that would link the
San Francisco, Sacramento, Fresno, Los
Angeles and San Diego areas.

A $9.95 billion bond measure on the
November ballot would provide part of
the funding for the first leg of the system,
between Los Angeles and San Francisco.
But Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger is urg-
ing lawmakers to postpone that vote, and
a key legislative supporter of high-speed
rail, state Sen. Dean Florez, D-Shafter,
supports a delay until 2006, saying voters
might be more willing to take on addi-
tional debt when the economy improves.

The project is likely to run into opposi-
tion, the draft report acknowledges,
although its ridership projections are
based on “investment grade” estimates
that could draw private financing,
Morshed said.

Federal judges protest law limiting sentencing discretion

BY PAUL CHAVEZ

Associated Press Writer

LAGUNA BEACH — Chief judges of the federal
district courts in the West objected Tuesday to a new law
limiting their discretion in sentencing people convicted
of crimes, saying Congress should have consulted them
before acting.

The opposition was voiced during a two-day meeting
of the 15 chief district judges of the U.S. 9th Circuit that
concluded here Tuesday.

Judge John Coughenour of Seattle said the group had
“virtual unanimity” in its disdain for the Feeney amend-
ment, which compels judges to strictly follow federal
sentencing guidelines and orders that reports be sent to
Congress on anyone who deviates from them.

The amendment, sponsored by Rep. Tom Feeney, R-
Fla., was placed in a federal anti-crime bill signed by
President Bush last year. It was supported by Attorney

General John Ashcroft.

Ashcroft's Department of Justice made no attempt to con-
sult with judges before supporting the amendment,
Coughenour said, and ignored a sentencing commission cre-
ated by Congress to make recommendations on such matters.

Supreme Court Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist
has also criticized the law.

Supporters say it was needed to ensure fair and equal
sentencing throughout the court system. But Judge Ancer
Haggerty of Portland, Ore., said Congress enacted the
measure, in part, using misleading statistics about how
often federal judges departed from sentencing guidelines.

“If you look at the overall number of times a judge
supposedly departed, it was done at the request of the
government in most cases,” Haggerty said.

Mary Schroeder, chief judge of the 9th U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals, said the district judges also considered propos-
als on how to make the courts of the circuit more efficient.

She said judges will consider increasing the use of

special masters to oversee complex patent and intellectu-
al property cases that require technical expertise.

Schroeder also introduced a jury reform proposal that
would enhance jurors' experience. Jurors, for example,
may be allowed to ask questions during a trial and be
given permission to discuss jury proceedings.

The 9th Circuit also is looking at ways to deal with the
high number of litigants who represent themselves.
About 40 percent of the appeals in the circuit involve
people acting as their own attorney, Schroeder said.

She said the court plans to consider expanding programs
that provide free representation by qualified attorneys.

The chief district judges also discussed how to cope
with rising costs Coughenour said are outstripping their
“modest increase in budget.”

Layoffs have occurred in some district courts, and
courthouse and filing window hours may be reduced to
cut costs, said Judge Consuelo Marshall, who presides in
Los Angeles.

In these difficulty economic times, many families
and individuals like you are burdened by high
rate credit card debt. The financial specialists at
First Metropolitan Ltd. can help you consolidate
your debts into one, low rate, loan. Flexible
terms, approvals and funding within 72 hours.
No hidden fees. Funds available for personal,
small business, refinance.

Call toll free (866) 231-0754 and make
your financial freedom a reality.
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Gen-X breaks down walls when it comes to home needs

DAYS ON
THE MARKET

By Jodi Summers

Record low rates over the last few
years have made homes ownership a pos-
sibility for more middle- and lower-
income homebuyers. New demographics
of homebuyers have been shaping trends
in new home design.

“We’re going to continue to see growth
of Gen-X buyers in the new-home business,
and that will begin to impact what types of
homes are being built,” noted Steve
Bottfeld, EVP of Las Vegas-based con-
sumer research firm Marketing Solutions.

Typically, the physical attributes that
have the greatest effect on a property's
value are location, total square footage,
the number of bedrooms and baths and its
overall condition. Get inside the shell of
the home, and things start to change with
the generations. Gen-X buyers require
home entertainment centers, increased
connectivity, and there is a desire to
replace backyards with enclosed court-
yards in the front of the house. Another

trend Gen-Xers are dictating are large
open rooms, dubbed “great rooms,” which
enable homeowners to set up the space
however they choose. A very loft-like
concept. The traditional living room is
aging with the baby boomers — it's
becoming smaller in size and is nearly
extinct in some new-home markets.

As living rooms shrink, kitchens are
becoming larger, and more women are
designing them. Expect the concept of
island kitchens to increase in popularity,
as will indoor grills. “Kitchens and master
bedrooms are what sell the house,”
Bottfeld declared.

Kitchens, bedrooms and more.
According to a recent study by two
Florida State University professors, the
feature held most dear by homebuyers is
the bathroom. A full bath adds about 24
percent to the selling price of a house. A
fireplace adds 12 percent to the selling
price, and each additional fireplace is
worth about as much as the previous one.

Also, according to trends predicted at
the recent 2004 International Builders
Show in Las Vegas, another movement is
toward higher density developments. The
urban village concept will be become
more popular as builders face stricter
land-use controls and urban cores simply
run out of space. In other words, Santa

Monica has been the prototype communi-
ty all along.

Compare Santa Monica to Summerlin, a
master-planned community just outside Las
Vegas. This example of the mixed-use urban
village concept is very similar in design to
century-plus-old Santa Monica. Summerlin
encompasses 22,500 acres of land and hous-
es about 30,000 residents. Santa Monica is
closer to 360,000 acres and houses 84,084
(according to the 2000 census). Summerlin
boasts mixed-income housing, large areas
preserved for open space, environmental
protection measures such as new habitats
created for bird life, and public transit access
points. Santa Monica prides itself on all of
those elements.

“In many ways, Santa Monica is a per-
fectly designed community,” notes Ocean
Park resident Nancy Jones. “You can get
everything you want or need without hav-
ing to go very far for it.”

Locally, the Gen-X home-building con-
cept hasn’t kicked it, but the Gen-X remod-
el has. Remodeling has become a national
trend. An impressive $109 billion was
spent on remodeling nationwide in 2001.

“House prices have risen faster than the
dollar-per-square-foot cost of renovating,
which suggests that investing in your
home is a very wise thing to do,” says
Mark Zandi, chief economist at

Economy.com. Although the local real
estate market has more than doubled in
the last five years, the cost of remodeling
has gone up just 2.8 percent annually.

Giving thought to remodeling your
home to 21st century needs? Experts say
there are only two reasons to put yourself
through the dust and debris of a renova-
tion. First, you love where you live.
Second, as economist Gopal Ahluwalia of
the National Association of Home
Builders explains, unless you maintain
your property, it will deteriorate. You have
to redo kitchens and baths every 15 to 20
years to preserve the value of your invest-
ment. The price of not keeping your home
up to date is that it might eventually sell
for significantly less than others of the
same size.

Today, the average family stays in their
home up to 12 years. David Lereah, chief
economist of the National Association of
Realtors advises that it's not worth reno-
vating at all if you're not planning to stay
at least three years. For the short term, a
paint job should suffice. Let the Gen-Xer
that buys your property make their own
great room.

(For your real estate needs, e-mail Jodi
Summers at jodis@boardwalkrealty.com,
or call (310) 309-4219).

SANTA MONICA RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS

338 ENTRADA DR SANTA MONICA 90402
List Price: $1,790,000
Lot Size: 5,998 Sold Price: $1,755,000 Poo Bath: 3.5
175 W CHANNEL RD  SANTA MONICA 90402

List Price: $2,495,000
Lot Size: 10,720 Sold Price: $2,285,000
SANTA MONICA 90402
List Price: $1,775,000
Lot Size: 10,946 Sold Price: $0 Pool Bath: 3

R ProPERTY oF THE weeK

Date Sold
01/22/2004

SqFt: N/A

Date Sold
01/21/2004

SqFt: 3,465

415 MESA RD
SqFt: 3,834

Date Sold
01/21/2004

Bed: 4 Date Sold

01/22/2004

SqFt: 1,498
HOD: $350

Bed: 5
Bath: 3.5

Date Sold
01/23/2004

SqFt: 510
HOD: $300

Date Sold
01/23/2004

Bed: 4 SqFt: 478

HOD: $111

713 9TH ST #4 SANTA MONICA 90402
List Price: $759,000
Sold Price: $760,000
201 OCEAN AVE #407B  SANTA MONICA 90402
List Price: $309,000
Sold Price: $300,000 Pool Bath: 1
937 LINCOLN BL #7 SANTA MONICA 90403
List Price: $339,000
Sold Price: $324,250

SOLD
Date Sold
01/22/2004

Bed: 3
Bath: 2.5

Bed: 0

Bath: 1

1950 CLOVERFIELD BL #16 SANTA MONICA 90404
SqFt: 784
HOD: $189

Bed: 2
Bath: 1

List Price: $299,000
Sold Price: $302,000

Jodi Summers at Boardwalk Realty

310.309.4219

jodis@boardwalkrealty.com

125 MONTANA AVE

#4307,

SANTA MONICA 90403

Wonderful, immaculate 2 bedroom, 2 bath bright corner
unit with mountain and ocean views! Tiled baths and
kitchen. New carpet plus balcony. Building has gym with
new equipment, sauna, rec. room - won't last!

$699,000

Boardwalk Realty, Jodi Summers
310.392.1211 - jodis@boardwalkrealty.com

Got hot property?

s g

We want to know about it.
Give us a call.

310.458.7737
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Industrial market in LA area soft, but rebounding

IN YOUR
SPACE

By Christina S. Porter

The Los Angeles Basin and Kern
County industrial market is huge — the
largest industrial market in the United
States, with approximately 1.3 billion
square feet of space. It has a good mix of
building types, with approximately half
(46 percent) of the space in "big boxes"
(buildings with 100,000 square feet or
more of space) and half (54 percent) in
small or moderate-sized buildings. The
market is starting to mature, particularly
in Los Angeles County. Sixty-one percent
of the total space was built before 1980,
and only 39 percent since 1980.

Kern County demand for industrial
space picked up in the first half of 2003,
particularly among owners who were

RESIDENTIAL INCOME

stimulated by very low interest rates. Net
absorption totaled 13.5 million square
feet, for an amount almost equal to the
total for all of 2002 (plus 15.8 million
square feet). The market is on-target for
meeting or surpassing the 20 million
square-foot-per-year average witnessed
since 1980.

Construction  completions  were
restrained and "only 8.7 million square
feet" of space came on line in the first half
of 2003. The combination of strong
demand and restrained construction
caused vacancy rates to drop to 5.7 per-
cent, down from 6.0 percent at year-end
2002 and 6.1 percent a year ago (data
includes space available for sublet). This
is a healthy vacancy rate and is one of the
lowest in the nation.

Industrial construction has picked up.
As of mid-year 2003, 15.2 million square
footage was under construction, which,
when complete, will expand the base by
1.2 percent. This is a moderate level of
construction, which can be readily

Helping Sellers:
W Complete 1031 Exchanges M Trade Equity for Larger Buildings & Increased Income
M Receive the Best Possible Price for Their Property (showings w/accepted offer only)
Helping Buyers:

M Locate & Secure Desired Properties

M Purchase Homes with Income Units

CALL JOSH KAHN 310.968.1737

CENTURY 21 BETTER HOMES ¢ 1626 Ocean Park Blvd., Santa Monica

—_—

absorbed if demand remains strong. If
demand should drop (for example, due to
a failure of the economy to improve), the
vacancy rate would climb by approximate-
ly one percentage point. However, this still
would be within the healthy range.

The industrial markets in most of Los
Angeles and Orange Counties are substan-
tially built out, and most of the expansion
is taking place in the Inland Empire and,
increasingly, Kern County. The Inland
Empire captured 55 percent of the net
absorption that took place in the Basin in
the first half of the year, and Kern County
captured 20 percent. Vacancy rates are
below 10 percent in the most rapidly grow-
ing submarkets (Inland Empire and Kern
County) and are 6 percent or lower in Los
Angeles, Orange and Ventura Counties.

Investors and users remain highly
interested in industrial product. Extremely
favorable interest rates have spawned a
wave of owner-user buyers, which drives
up prices. The primary problem for
investors is a lack of investment-grade
product. Industrial building owners inter-
ested in selling their properties prefer to
make their buildings available to the mar-
ketplace as vacant, as opposed to fully
leased. Prices to owner-users of vacant
properties generally exceed prices to
investors of leased properties.

According to the company's broker sur-
vey that was taken in the fall of 2003,
interest in future industrial leasing require-
ments appears to be picking up (in addi-
tion to an exceptionally strong demand for
for-sale buildings). Thirty-seven percent
of the brokers surveyed say that demand is

up. Twelve months ago, none reported any
increase in interest. Relative to the pace
witnessed over the past 12 months, 75 per-
cent of those surveyed anticipate that leas-
ing activity will increase. Interest is report-
ed to be particularly strong from distribu-
tors, but weak from manufacturers.

The combination of an increase in
demand and an increase in construction
results in projected market conditions that
are relatively static but healthy, with grow-
ing demand offset by growing supply.

Effective rents are projected to climb
moderately (up 14 percent), while last
year they were projected to fall moderate-
ly (down 12 percent).

Demand to buy industrial buildings
remains intense. Interest rates are still
low, and supply is very limited. However,
prices have climbed very sharply in the
past four years, and views regarding
whether it can maintain this pace are
mixed, with nearly a third of the respon-
dents anticipating a modest correction, but
two-thirds anticipating continued growth
in prices. The average projected increase
in prices is 2.5 percent.

Risks cited by the brokers include high
process and low cap rates. The greatest
opportunities were seen in small buildings
for owner-users.

(Christina S. Porter is a senior associ-
ate at NAI Capital Commercial Real
Estate, where she specializes in leasing
and selling office and industrial buildings.)

BOB GABRIEL INSURANCE

Providing Professional & Personalized Service Since 1936

el m Auto Experts m Life, Disability & Pension

= Homeowners m Commercial & Business

m Workers Compensation m Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies
including MERCURY INSURANCE

California survey shows Mercury Insurance Auto
rates to be the most competetive in this area.

Phone Quotes Available

310.829.0305

2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

We encourage you to visit the Santa
Monica Historical Society Museum —
The Archives of Santa Monica.
1539 Euclid (310) 395-2290

Merger Proof

In this era of bank mergers, i=n't it nice to know First Bank will
never be sold? This means we are free to do what a bank should
be doing — devoting all our energy to providing vou with superior
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Simply put, First Bank is Not For Sale,
And that's more than a promise, it's a guarantee.

Westside QOffice
11835 W, Olympic Blod §=Y.
Los Angeles, CA o006y
Member FOIC J10-473-8080

firsthanks.com First Bank & Trust

N We’'ll give your second home
our first priority.
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Now there are more reasons than ever to talk to Countrywide when buying a
second home. Our Fast & Easy Loan®" for Second Homes streamlines the
application process, eliminates most of the typical paperwork, and features:

N No traditional application required*

Only 10% down payment for fixed rate loan amounts up to $400,000
Fixed rate loan amounts up to $650,000 with 20% down payment
For buyers with excellent credit

Cash reserves not required

VKKK

Let us give first class treatment to your second home loan. Call me today.

Steve Danziger

Branch Manager

100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 600
Santa Monica, CA 90401
(310) 434-1800 Phone
(310) 393-1824 Fax

X £qual Housing Lender. © 2004 Countrywide Home Loans, Inc. Tradelservice marks are the property of Countrywide Financial Corporation and/or ts
subsidiaries. Licensed by the Department of Corporations under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act; For California properties only. Some prod-
ucts may not be availabie in California. Restrictions apply. *UpFront Approval is subject to satisfactory appraisal and title review and no change in finan-
cial condition. If the rate is not locked or rate protection expires, any rate increases may lower the loan amount for which the borrower qualifies. All
tights reserved. 31236

Countrywide

HOME LOANS
Easy. Really.
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Report sees no end to worsening housing squeeze

BY JIM WASSERMAN

Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO — Commutes are longer, prices are
higher and ever more Californians spend half their
salaries for a mortgage and rent. That’s the findings of a
new study on California’s dismal housing situation.

California’s affordable housing crisis has reached
“emergency status” and homeownership is becoming for
millions “the impossible dream,” reports the California
Budget Project, a nonprofit group that analyzes econom-

Room with’

ic trends affecting moderate- and low-income people.

The nonprofit group’s “Locked Out 2004” report is the
fourth in a series since May 2000, a period during which
median single-family home prices have risen $140,000,
condominium prices have soared $112,000 and those who
can afford either has plunged to 25 percent statewide.

“Businesses are being affected, and more middle-
income people are affected and politicians care about
that,” said the report’s author, Erin Riches.

Riches said home values are still rising dramatically
faster than Californians’ incomes, trapping many poten-

View

3

Special Savings on
Italian Raso Linens,
Down Comforters & Pillows,
Super Soft Bath Towels,
Anichini Hotel Linens,
and Classic Table Linens!

Up to 40%-70% off discontinued styles!

WEDNESDAY THRU SUNDAY

JANUARY 28TH

- FEBRUARY 1ST

store sale hours: 10 am — 6 pm

1600 montana avenue

santa monica

tel: 310.998.5858

tial buyers in a permanent rental class.

“If you’re paying half or more of your income on rent,
you have less to spend on other necessities and less for a
down payment. The hope of achieving homeownership is
far out of reach for more and more people,” she said.

Senior citizens who spent decades building equity
have California’s highest homeownership rate at 77.5
percent, the report shows. But young families are
increasingly strapped to match their elders’ accomplish-
ment and far less likely than 20 years ago to own homes.

Only 26 percent of people in their 20s own homes, com-
pared to 48 percent of those in their 30s, the report states.

Riches said low-wage renters suffer most from
California’s supply shortage as rising prices push them
downward into substandard apartments.

As with previous reports, the California Budget Project
calls for a greater commitment to affordable housing from
local, state and federal governments before the crisis dam-
ages the state’s already struggling economy.

Budget for 2005
includes $105M
for Klamath water

BY JEFF BARNARD

Associated Press Writer

GRANTS PASS, Ore. — The president's budget for
2005 includes $105 million for balancing fish against
farms in the Klamath Basin, an increase of 21 percent,
the Bush administration announced Tuesday.

Interior Secretary Gale Norton, speaking from
Washington, said the Klamath Basin was a model for
administration efforts to solve water crises around the
West by working collaboratively to meet the needs of
agriculture, Indian tribes, the Endangered Species Act
and others.

New projects include $4.6 million toward buying the
Barnes Ranch to increase water storage and restore wet-
lands on Upper Klamath Lake, which doubles as an irri-
gation reservoir and habitat for endangered suckers. Rich
Maclntyre of American Lands Conservancy, which is
brokering the deal, said talks continue on the price.

There is also $2.1 million to complete removal of an
irrigation dam on the Chiloquin River to restore 70 miles
of sucker spawning habitat, $12 million to help farmers
use less irrigation water and protect fish and wildlife
habitat, $5.9 million to develop partnerships for restoring
fish habitat, and $2.5 million for new studies on restor-
ing endangered suckers.

The administration focused attention on the Klamath
Basin after a drought in 2001 forced the shut-off of irri-
gation to most of the 1,400 farms on the Klamath
Reclamation Project, which straddles the Oregon-
California border. The shut-off was designed to fulfill
Endangered Species Act demands for suckers in Upper
Klamath Lake and coho salmon in the Klamath River.

Though farmers and environmentalists have been
adversaries, they agreed the projects represented
progress.

“It's very encouraging, because the actions that are
taken are very consistent with the recent (National
Research Council) final report,” said Dan Keppen, exec-
utive director of the Klamath Water Users Association,
which represents Klamath Project farmers.

Steve Pedery of WaterWatch, an environmental
group, said they were “cautiously optimistic” about the
spending package, but noted that there was no money to
buy farmland and water rights within the Klamath
Project to permanently reduce demand.

The spending recommendations were based on a
National Research Council report recommending a
basin-wide approach to solving the region's water crisis,
said James Connaughton, chairman of the White House
Council on Environmental Quality.

DID YOU KNOW?: John Lennon’s assassin was carrying a copy

of “The Catcher in the Rye” when he shot the famous Beatle in 1980.
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Yellowstone Park’s wheels of
justice turn in tiny courtroom

BY SCOTT MCMILLION

Associated Press Writer

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, Wyo. —
When Edward Johnson appeared in court here recently,
he brought his girlfriend and his lawyer, which pretty
much filled the courtroom.

He was making his first appearance on a federal
felony charge of possessing a loaded gun and drug mate-
rial in the park. He had to be fingerprinted, a job that
Deputy U.S. Marshal Jay Mears had to do in the court-
room, right there on the judge’s bench in Mammoth Hot
Springs, Wyo., just inside the park’s northern entrance.

Yellowstone is a big park: 2.2 million acres of geysers
and grizzlies, bison herds and Winnebago jams. But as
big as the park is, the process of administering justice
takes place in a shoebox.

“Lots of people don’t know there’s crime in the park,”
said U.S. Magistrate Stephen Cole, who presides over the
tiny federal courtroom.

Mary Kramer, an attorney in nearby Gardiner, Mont.,
who often defends people in court here, said when she needs
to talk privately with a client, she does it in her car or, if the
weather’s good, on the lawn, which poses other hazards.

“You have to make sure you don’t get speared by an
elk,” she said.

Such is life in Yellowstone, where nature dominates,
but human nature remains a contrary beast. That’s why
the park also has a jail, an old Navy brig that sits inside
a cement building tucked out of public view, a 1911
structure with crumbling corners under a layer of paint
the color of pistachio ice cream.

The jail — technically just a “holding facility” — is a
steel cage within a brick box, with six iron bunks and two
exposed toilets. On busy summer weekends, it’s often
full. It passes federal requirements, but “just barely,”
according to Chief Ranger Rick Obernesser.

And it’s too small to accommodate men and women at
the same time, or adults and juveniles. Federal rules call
for a “sight and sound” barrier that separates inmates by
age and gender. When a woman or a juvenile is arrested
here, either somebody has to drive them to West
Yellowstone, Mont., or Lovell, Wyo., or officers must
decide which prisoner goes free early.

Federal officials are proposing building a new justice
center here, one that would include a courtroom, judge’s
chambers, holding cells for prisoners, offices for law
enforcement rangers and a U.S. marshal, and places to
store evidence and records. Currently, all those facilities
are scattered in three buildings. Evidence sometimes is
locked in empty cells. And a fingerprint kit resides in the
gray metal locker that consumes a considerable chunk of
the 262-square-foot courtroom.

The new facility would be on the grassy lawn on the
north edge of the Mammoth Hot Springs Historic
District, across from the medical clinic. The National
Park Service promises the $4.5 million, 9,000-square-
foot facility with two stories and a basement will blend in
with existing structures.

But some critics are dubious. Although planning is in its
early stages, several people have questioned the location.

“I want to see the Mammoth Historic District kept in
its current condition without the blight of a two-story
jail,” Kristine Maloney wrote in formal comments to the
Park Service.

Building on that location will displace both elk and
people, said a form letter sent by 29 people urging the
Park Service to build it somewhere else. Cole said some
people have the wrong idea about what’s being proposed.

“The perception is it will be San Quentin on the hill
over here,” said Cole, who lives a few hundred yards
away. People worry about guard towers and spotlights,
but such won’t be the case, he said.

“It won’t even look like a jail,” he said.

The location won’t be finalized for some time, park
spokeswoman Cheryl Matthews said.

Cole has been the park’s judge for almost 23 years, a
position that is technically part time, but over the years
has come to take up full-time hours. He said that last year
he heard 240 cases, most of them misdemeanors or initial
appearances for felonies, which move on to a district
court in Wyoming. In the 1980s, he handled about 100

cases a year, and normally had little to do in the winters.

“There used to be a pretty good respite of three or four
months,” he said.

Special Assistant U.S. Attorney Don White prosecutes
cases here, a job that now brings him to the park three or
four days a week from his Bozeman offices. Others in the
court system are busy, too.

For most of his tenure, Cole did his own paperwork,
but now has enough of it to keep a full-time secretary
busy. A full-time deputy U.S. marshal has been added to
the park, and two more arrive in the summer, in part to
provide security for the court. Lawyers in Montana and
Wyoming communities represent indigent defendants.

While Yellowstone has special categories of crime —
it’s illegal to dig bait, climb certain cliffs or scuba dive in
the Yellowstone River — much of the court’s increased
load results from substance abuse.

“We’ve got more DUIs, more people with suspended
(driver’s) licenses and a lot more drugs,” White said.

“Five years ago, I could count on one hand the num-
ber of people I sent to jail,” Cole said.

So far this year, he’s sentenced that many to jail time.
Serious offenses, such as arson, assault and car theft,
have declined steadily since 1976, Park Service statistics
show. But offenses such as drunken driving and some
drug crimes doubled from 1976 to 2003.

Violations notices have grown sixfold and the number
of arrests has grown tenfold in the same. About half of
the crimes are committed by the park’s residents — many
of them seasonal workers — in the 13 communities scat-
tered across the park, Obernesser said. The rest are com-
mitted by the park’s 3 million annual visitors.

Obernesser said the breakdown compares to service
industry workers in places like Bozeman: young people
who sometimes party too hard, transients committing
crimes of opportunity.

“People are surprised that normal stuff happens here,”
he said.
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ARE YOU
BACKED UP?

IT'S EASY AND WILL SAVE YOU TIME
AND MONEY IN THE LONG RUN.

* Data backup packages start at $50 a month
* Daily and Weekly back ups available

* It's automatic!

* Recovery assistance available.
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Call Zylink at 866.227.9539
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venice camera exchange
igital image center
2417 lingeln blvd.in venice - (310) 821-5611

“Best Framer in Los Angeles”
LA Magazine

Catering to the Interior Design
and Film Industry

v Speedy & professional service
v All work done on the premises
v Special discounts to the trade

Your family portraits deserve a professional touch. =
Universal Art Gallery ¢ 2001 Lincoln Blvd., Venice ¢ phone: (310) 302-8909

SECOND AWAY FROM
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YEARS AWAY FROM THE
ORDINARY
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‘Whether it’s an awe-inspiring ocean view or a hotel
staff dedicated to making your stay impeccable, the
Georgian hotel in Santa Monica has what it takes
to put your mind at ease. With 84 luxurious rooms
including 24 suites and 3 meeting facilities we have
more to offer that just a prime location. So spend a
moment on our oceanfront terrace and experience

the definition of extraordinary

Valentine’s Day Package
“Ocean Romance”

Let the calm, classic style of the Georgian Hotel be your
backdrop for Valentine’s Day weekend. Stay in an ocean
view queen or ocean view suite and recerve champagne
upon arrival, up to four complimentary in room movies,

and a gift certificate for dinner at Ocean Avenue Seafood.

Bookable January 1st, 2004-February 13th, 2004.
Valid February 12-15, 2-night minimum stay required.

$235 Ocean View Queen, $335 Ocean View Suite

Book on line at www.georgianhotel.com
or by calling 800-538-8147

_tonaia

ettt

1415 Ocean Avenue
Santa Monica, California 9o401
(310) 395-9945 * (310) 451-3374
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New testing rules pose problems in Alaskan schools

BY MIKE CHAMBERS

Associated Press Writer

JUNEAU, Alaska — Some western
Alaska schools that for decades have
taught and helped preserve the Native
Yupik language are in a quandary over
meeting new federal testing requirements
under the No Child Left Behind Act.

In the Lower Kuskokwim School
District, third grade children taught
almost exclusively in the Yupik language
may be required to pass federal tests writ-
ten in English.

In Alaska, where Natives speak 20 abo-
riginal languages and dialects, meeting a
uniform federal law could ultimately be
too expensive, conflict with Native cultur-
al traditions as well as the local control
that the rural villages treasure.

“Not many states face the issues that we
do,” said state Education Commissioner
Roger Sampson.

Under the federal law, students would
be tested annually from grades 3-8 and
again in high school.
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Transfer Company
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1908 Frank St. Santa Monica |

States could make accommodations for
language barriers, but after three years in
U.S. public schools the children would be
required to take English-only tests.

Aside from the Heritage Language pro-
grams in more than 30 rural public
schools, Alaska’s largest city of
Anchorage has more than 93 languages
spoken by students, Sampson said.

Already cash strapped, the state can lit-
tle afford to translate tests into more than
100 languages, education officials said.

And even if it could, the Yupik lan-
guage, though spoken by thousands of
Alaska Natives from Norton Sound to
Bristol Bay, does not translate as complete-
ly as Spanish or other European languages.

For instance, mathematics to American
children is based on units of 10, where
increments of 20 are used in Yupik math
and numerous English words have no
Yupik counterparts.

The Lower Kuskokwim School
District, which oversees schools in Bethel
and surrounding villages has had an inten-
sive Yupik language program for about 30

PusLic Dump

IN SANTA MONICA

years, said Superintendent Bill Ferguson.

A similar program instituted by the
Bureau of Indian Affairs in earlier years
was seen as a progressive way to assimi-
late Native children into English fluency.

Since then, it’s become a way for
Yupik-speaking Natives to sustain their
language and culture just as other Alaska
Native languages dwindle.

“I feel strongly that our kids should
speak Yupik fluently,” said state Rep.
Mary Kapsner, of Bethel. “I really feel
this isn’t just an academic issue about
benchmark tests, but about cultural and
social well being.”

Beginning in kindergarten and extend-
ing to third grade, students enrolled in the
Yupik language program are taught a
Western curriculum similar to those found
in Lower 48 classrooms.

But teachers speak Yupik and students
read from Yupik textbooks, produced by
the district by permission of their English-
language publishers.

While most children speak some
English, those enrolled in the programs
don’t begin formal academic training in
the language until fourth grade.

Sampson wants permission from feder-
al education officials to delay testing these
Heritage Language students until sixth
grade. At that time, the students would

have had three years of English-speaking
instruction.

Already, schools in the district are fail-
ing to meet “adequate yearly progress” set
out by the federal law, and much of that is
attributed to the language barrier,
Ferguson said.

Alaska educators hold little hope that
Yupik-speaking students will fare well in
third-grade testing in the 2005-2006
school year when all schools are expected
to have such tests in place.

Ultimately, Alaska may seek a waiver
under the federal law to accommodate its
language barrier, Sampson said. The state
Board of Education will to take up the
issue Jan. 29.

Winning an exemption from some
parts of No Child Left Behind from
Education Secretary Rod Paige will be
difficult.

“Secretary Paige has made some very
strong statements regarding the fact that
he doesn’t anticipate the state’s being
exempted from any requirement under
NCLB,” said Education Department
spokesman Zollie Stevenson.

States could seek federal funds to pay
for translating testing materials,
Stevenson said, but he acknowledged
enough money may not be available to
meet Alaska’s varied dialects.

Mayors give ‘no confidence’

By The Associated Press
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JUNEAU, Alaska — Alaska’s may-
ors have given an unprecedented “no con-
fidence” vote to the Republican-con-
trolled Legislature.

In a strongly worded resolution, the
Alaska Conference of Mayors warned
that Alaska faces an economic crash if
lawmakers fail again this year to deal with
the state’s chronic budget shortfalls.

The Legislature’s failure to act has
shifted more expenses — and higher taxes
— to local governments and their resi-
dents, the group representing about 100
Alaska cities and boroughs said Tuesday.

The group is affiliated with the Alaska
Municipal League, the chief lobbying arm
for local governments. Both groups have
been pressing lawmakers for years to deal
with budget deficits that have reached
hundreds of millions of dollars annually.

Lawmakers have passed several small
tax increases on alcohol, tobacco and the

vote to Legislature on taxes

like. But it has failed to enact any broad-
based tax to bring in revenue matching
state spending.

Most recently, the Legislature rejected
a statewide sales tax last session, and
most GOP lawmakers along with
Republican Gov. Frank Murkowski have
rejected talk of an income tax.

Murkowski cut about $250 million
from state spending last session to help
balance the state budget, including mil-
lions in cuts to local governments.

Local governments have seen a 33 per-
cent increase in property taxes as the state
shifts more expenses to them, the group
said. Schools have suffered, and more than
30 rural communities have been forced to
cut or reduce essential services such as
public safety and road maintenance.

The Conference of Mayors called on
lawmakers to act this year to head off a
“crash and burn of our economy like that
of the mid-1980s.”
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U.N. Secretary-General Annan: Election team goes to Iraq

BY PAMELA SAMPSON

Associated Press Writer

PARIS — The United Nations will
send a team to Iraq to determine whether
elections should be held once the U.S.-led
coalition authority can guarantee the mis-
sion’s safety, Secretary-General Kofi
Annan said Tuesday.

Annan was asked by the U.S.-led coali-
tion and the Iraqi Governing Council to
consider sending a team to examine the
possibility of holding elections before the
return of Iraqi sovereignty on June 30.

The U.N. chief said he believes the
world body can play “a constructive role”
in helping to break an impasse over the
selection of a future interim Iraqi govern-
ment and will send in a team as soon as
security arrangements can be made.

“The mission will ascertain the views
of a broad spectrum of Iraqi society in the
search for alternatives that might be
developed to move forward to the forma-
tion of a provisional government,” Annan
said in a statement issued in Paris.

The United States is hoping that U.N.

intervention will break a deadlock
between the United States and a powerful
cleric over how to choose an interim Iraqi
government.

“I have concluded that the United
Nations can play a constructive role in
helping to break the current impasse,”
Annan said. “Therefore, once I am satis-
fied that the CPA (Coalition Provisional
Authority) will provide adequate security
arrangements, I will send a mission to Iraq
in response to the requests that I
received.”

For security reasons, Annan said he
would not give any details about the team.

“I have already made clear that in my
view there is no single ‘right way.” I
strongly hold to the idea that the most sus-
tainable way forward would be one that
came from Iraqis themselves,” Annan said.

A leading Iraqi cleric, Grand Ayatollah
Ali al-Husseini al-Sistani, opposes the
U.S. blueprint for transferring power to
the Iraqis by July 1. He advocates a tran-
sitional legislature to be elected, rather
than appointed in regional caucuses, as
the Americans have proposed. He has

drawn tens of thousands of supporters out
to protest the American plans.

The United States opposes early elec-
tions because of the security situation and
lack of voter rolls, but acknowledges al-
Sistani’s widespread influence.

U.S. officials see the United Nations as
their best hope for a compromise solution.
Secretary of State Colin Powell said
Saturday he had been in touch with Annan
almost every day recently and also met
with Annan’s special adviser, Lakhdar
Brahimi.

The United Nations said Friday that a
two-person team had arrived in Baghdad
for talks with the coalition on various
security matters. It was the first time for-
eign U.N. staff had returned to Baghdad
since Annan withdrew personnel in
October.

Attacks in August on U.N. headquar-
ters in Baghdad killed 22 people, includ-
ing top UN. envoy Sergio Vieira de
Mello. The United Nations has employed
Iraqi staff since then.

In Baghdad, Mahmoud Othman, a
Kurdish member of the Iraqi Governing

Council, called Annan’s decision “a posi-
tive one” and noted that the Iraqi leader-
ship had been urging a greater role for the
United Nations.

“But I think that Iraqis should agree on
this issue (elections) so that the U.N. team
will not face different opinions when it
arrives,” he said. “The Governing Council
should have a united position so that
things will be easier for the team. The vis-
iting team should consult with all Iraqis,
including al-Sistani, Sunnis and the
Kurds.”

Entifad Qanbar, spokesman for Iraqi
Governing Council member Ahmad
Chalabi, said the U.S. proposal of holding
caucuses was “too complicated” and that
Iraqis were eager for democracy after so
many years of iron rule under Saddam
Hussein.

“The country may be not safe enough to
hold elections, but we do not know how
things are going to change and what kind of
preparations that we can provide,” Qanbar
said. “There must be a way to have elec-
tions. We all must put our thinking in the
direction of how we can have an election.”

WORLD BRIEFLY

Building collapses in Cairo

By The Associated Press

CAIRO, Egypt — Rescue workers used bulldozers
and cranes to clear rubble and search for survivors
Tuesday after an 11-story building caught fire and col-
lapsed, killing at least nine people — mostly firefighters
who’d come to put out the blaze.

The building collapsed Monday night in the Cairo
suburb of Nasr City about three hours after the fire
broke out in a ground-floor appliance store.

After working through the night under spotlights,
authorities recovered eight bodies — seven firefighters
and police officers as well as a private citizen, accord-
ing to rescue officials on the scene and Egypt’s semiof-
ficial Middle East News Agency.

At least six people remained trapped in the rubble,
and a member of the rescue team told The Associated
Press that rescuers had heard from a survivor beneath
the debris. The survivor said two others were alive with
him, according to the rescue worker, who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity.

Powell defends military stations

By The Associated Press

MOSCOW — Secretary of State Colin Powell said
Tuesday U.S. plans to station military facilities in Eastern
Europe are not part of an anti-Russia strategy, but rather
an effort to obtain easier access to potential crises in
Central Asia, the Persian Gulf and the Middle East.

Powell, winding up a three-day visit to Georgia and
Russia, said the “temporary facilities” the United States
has in mind for some former Warsaw Pact countries
“would not be big bases of the kind we had during the
Cold War.”

“These might be small places where we could go and
train for a brief period of time or use air bases as access
to dangerous places, crisis places” to the east and south
of Russia, Powell said.

He added that it would be a mistake for Russians to

see the planned deployments as directed against Russian
interests.

Weapons plant thwarts fake attacks

By The Associated Press

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — Security guards at the
nuclear weapons plant in Oak Ridge stunned inspectors
in June by successfully repelling four simulated terror-
ist attacks — a feat even computer programs predicted
wouldn’t be done.

That apparent success may have been tarnished,
according to the Energy Department: Outside security
contractors were tipped off about the impending simula-
tions, making the tests a costly waste of time.

A broader investigation uncovered more evidence of
cheating during mock attacks at the plant over the past
two decades, including barricades being set up before the
test to alter the outcome and guards deviating from the
established response plan to improve their performance.

“There’s no point in doing them if you have people
who are going to cheat,” said Richard Clarke, a former
senior White House counterterrorism official. “That’s
ridiculous. It kind of defeats the whole point of having
these tests.”

Youthful killer goes free

By The Associated Press

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. — Lionel Tate, the
teen who killed a 6-year-old playmate at age 12 and
became the youngest defendant in the nation to be
locked away for life, plans to enjoy his birthday this
week like any other 17-year-old.

After an appeals court threw out his first-degree mur-
der conviction last month, Tate struck a plea bargain that
allowed him to walk out of prison Monday.

The plea hearing will take place Thursday, a day
before he turns 17 and three years after he received a
mandatory life sentence for the death of Tiffany Eunick.
Under the deal, he will be sentenced to the time he has

already served behind bars.

Tate went home with his mother, Kathleen Grossett-
Tate, where he will spend a year under house arrest and
continue studying culinary arts to complete his high
school diploma.

Cattle blood in feed banned

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The government is banning the
use of cattle blood in livestock feed in an effort to ward
off an outbreak of mad cow disease.

Other rules will bar the use of cow brains and certain
other animal parts in dietary supplements taken by
humans.

Federal investigators also said Monday they are
winding down their search for potentially infected ani-
mals which grew up with the infected Holstein —
America’s first and only known case discovered last
month in Washington state.

The announcements came a day before a Senate
Agriculture Committee hearing on mad cow.
Agriculture Secretary Anne Veneman, and the Food and
Drug Administration’s deputy commissioner, Dr. Lester
Crawford, were to testify.

O’Neill stands by criticism

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Former Treasury Secretary Paul
O’Neill says he stands behind his criticism of the inner
workings of the Bush administration, but regrets that
some of his “vivid language” is detracting from serious
issues he wants to discuss.

O’Neill said in an interview with The Associated
Press that despite the criticism leveled out him by the
administration and its supporters, he has gotten a lot of
support from ordinary people since the book, “The Price
of Loyalty,” was published two weeks ago.

The book, written by Ron Suskind, paints an unflat-
tering portrait of President Bush as a disengaged chief
executive in a White House where Vice President Dick
Cheney and the political team wielded the real power.

In his sharpest comment in the book, O’Neill said
Bush was so disengaged during Cabinet meetings that
the president reminded him of a “blind man in a room
full of deaf people.”
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?/Brake Specialists
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= Alternator/Starters
« Foreign & Domestic

All Makes and Models
Fair, Honest Pricing

KEEP YOUR NUMBER.
ANSWER IT FOR FREE.

Trade up to Nextel. Bring your number.

FREE INCOMING CALLING PLAN

400 outgoing cellular minutes

Free incoming cellular minutes

Unlimited Push To Talk™ walkie-talkie mlnutes
ide long di 1

$59.99.......co. cou

SAVE $50 ON THE NEW |730
Our slimmest full-feature phone

Built-in digital walkie -talkie, Web access
Speakerphone, color screen

2410 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica
(310) 453-3541
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Free Brake and A/C inspection

310-581-0727

2700 S. Lincoln Blvd ¢ Santa Monica

(across the street from McDonalds)
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CLASSIFIEDS

S3°° per day.Up to 15 words, 20 cents sach additional word.

Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative

Employment

For Sale

Furniture

Pets

Boats

$3 - 5K per week income poten-
tial work from home, NOT MLM.
(800)570-3782 Ext. 4020.

AUTO DETAILER wanted. No
experience required will train.
California drivers license/clean
DMV required. Apply with DMV
printout P/T.F/T $7/hr 310-459-
6800, Greg

COMPANION  SOUGHT to
keep generous gentleman hap-
py. Photo and details to
hupenzwecklos@hotmail.com

DOCTORS OFFICE Clerical
Position F/T Must multi-task
well. Salary flexible depending
on experience. Fax resume to
310-582-1223

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit fe-
male model wanted for figure
drawing by artist. No experi-
ence necessary. Call (818)501-
0266

GOOD OPPORTUNITY for F/T
or P/T employment. R.N. &
M.S.W/Master in Social Work
needed for Adult Day Health
center in M.D.R 310-821-3599
Fax 310-821-3387

Help make the world a better place
and earn extra cash as a Tele
Fundraiser. Raise money for the
D i i Ci i
PBS Radio and TV Stations,
Symphonies, Operas and Theatres.
Work for MSGI!!

Now is your chance to join a dynam-
ic fund raising organization that
offers employees flexible schedules,
paid training, and an hourly salary
plus bonuses. Start to make a dif-
ference today by calling Danni at
310-760-0770 ext. 400 or email us at
submissions@sdatel.com.

MEDICAL FRONT OFFICE in
Santa Monica. F/T, Computer
skills, busy phones. Fax resume
310-395-2063

OFFICE ASSISTANT P/T Must
be organized & have strong MS
office experience. Great
customer service skills. Fax
resume to 310-581-8388

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos Rent
Houses for Rent

Roomates

Commerical Lease

C Tord_

OF SANTA MONICA

’02 Ford Escape XLT
V6, Automatic A/C P/window
P/lock, tilt, CD, white leather

(ID#2KB22246) $17,895

’02 Ford Explorer Sport
V6, automatic, alloys,
R/W/P/L, tilt, CD, roof rack
(ID#2UB54578) $14,989

’02 Chev Tahoe L/S
Dual A/C, CD, Dual P/seats,
third seat, alloys, much more!

(ID#193678) $23,985

’98 Honda CR-V
Sport utility, 4x4,
4-door, auto, A/C, CD,
alloys, P/S, P/B, PIW
(ID#WC107541) $11,895

'98 Ford Windstar
V6, AIC, P/W, PIL,
ABS, low miles
(ID#WBA93645) $7,995

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

Employme

RECEPTIONIST/LESSON
COORDINATION DUTIES IN-
CLUDE: GOOD PHONE
SKILLS, LIGHT
BOOKKEEPING, COMPUTER
KNOWLEDGE, SALARY
NEGOTIABLE, FT/PT, CALL
310-453-1928

TANNING SALON seeks p/t
sales associate.

Send resume to
Arthur.Lewis@planetbeach.com
310-442-8261

THE DAILY PRESS IS
SEEKING NEWSROOM
INTERNS FOR THE SPRING
SEMESTER. FLEXIBLE
HOURS AND A GREAT
WORKING ENVIRONMENT.
GAIN EXPERIENCE IN
JOURNALISM WORKING
FOR THE ONLY DAILY
LOCAL NEWSPAPER IN
SANTA MONICA. IF
INTERESTED, E-MAIL
RESUME TO
HEATHER@SMDP.COM

THE DAILY Press is seeking
Advertising Interns  for the
spring semester. This is a fan-
tastic opportunity to jump into
advertising. Flexible hours, col-
lege credit available. Email re-
sume to ross@smdp.com.

WORK P/T No experience
needed, evenings, $8/hr, flexi-
ble schedule. Call (888)263-
9886 .

1992 HONDA Accord LX. White
2-door, 5-speed, loaded runs
great. $2200 310-264-8338

DRUM LESSONS in your
home! Great w/children & be-

ginners, first lesson FREE! Call
Tom (310)422-2699.

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

’00 FORD CONTOUR SE
VIN 104622 $5,000 Good
Commuter Car, Low Miles,

Low Emission. Vehicle runs on
Natural gas or Unleaded.

’96 PLYMOUTH GRAND
VOYAGER
SE, VIN 484227 $7000

’94 DODGE CARAVAN
VIN 635648 7 passenger V6
$3995

’95 SATURN SL2
VIN 392250 $4000

’92 FORD TAURUS
4DR VIN 112783
One Owner $2000

’93 TOYOTA PREVIA
Mini Van VIN 112783
One owner $4000

’90 ACURA LEGEND
Coupe VIN 003085 $5000

’70 BUICK RIVIERA
VIN 925668 Classic $5000

'65 VW BUG
VIN 260574 $4500

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712

YOUR
AD

HERE

ADVERTISE!!

Santa Monica
Daily Press
Classifieds

310.458.7737
Ask for Mitch

Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage

Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

\__/ -.__*,_/
INFINITT

of Santa Monica

#03 Infiniti G35+
4,600 Miles! Must See! Save
Money, Fully Loaded (M22465)

7’95 BMW 525i #

Low Mileage, Mint Condition
(GK84022)

#’03 Infiniti G35 Sedan#

DVD Navi, Prem whis, Loaded
(v006982)

#’00 Infiniti Q45+
ANNIVERSARY EDITION!
Hard to find (301468)

7’02 Audi A8L*
FULLY LOADED! Premium Whis.
Bose Premium Sound (001079)

#’02 Honda S2000+
4-Cyl. 2.0L VTEC, Leather,
6-Speed, Manuel (8767P)

#’02 Lexus IS300#
Sport Cross, LOADED! Prem
Wheels, Leather (043651)

#’00 Volvo V70 XC AWD #

SE Wagon
2.4L Turbo, Moon, alloys
VALUE PRICED! (v707506)

1401 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-394-1888
infinitiofsantamonica.com

Business Opportunities

Yard Sales

Health and Beauty

Fitness

Wealth and Success

Lost and Found

Personals
Obituaries

.T.74

LEXUS/VOLKSWAGEN

OF SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

O ®

As Low as 1.90/0

Financing on
Selected Models.
Limited Term OAC.

2001 LEXUS GS 430

4D Sedan, 5-Speed Auto
Moon Roof, Alloy Wheels
(002870)

2002 JAGUAR X-TYPE

4D, Sedan, Automatic,
Rear Spoiler, Moon Roof
(C56605)

2001 BMW X5

4D SUV, Automatic, Leather,
Moon Roof (H14719)

2002 VW GOLF GLS

4D Hatchback, 5-Speed
Air Conditioning (016284)

2001 LEXUS 1S 300

4D Sedan, 5-Speed, Leather
Moon Roof (030352)

1100 Santa Monica Bivd

(310) 319-1661

LAcarGUYcom

SEANTA MONICA

NewDeals 4
NewYears!

’00 CAMRY XLE
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
(Y0239166) $14,750

’01 VW PASSAT GLX
Four motion, Low mileage
(1E163146) $19,775

00 LANDCRUISER
Black, LOADED
(40111676) $33,995

°01 HYUNDAI ACCENT
AUTO, A/C, $6,995

’00 TOYOTA CELICA
Moonroof, Alloys
(Y00059710) $13,995

02 MAZDA 626
(25277385) $11,775

’99 AVALON XLS
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
(X4297250) $14,950

AD EXPIRES 1/31/04
All advertised prices exclude gov-
ernment fees and taxes, any
finance charges, any dealer doc-
ument preparation charges, and
any emission testing charge.

HURRY TO:
832 Santa Monica Blvd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUYcom

ENJOY LIFE ON THE 3RD STREET PROMENADE

GREAT LIVE/ WORK SPACE

y "'jl‘-

Walk to the Beach # Pedestrian Lifestyle ¢ Beautiful Studio Apts. from $1,100 per month

310-394-9833

*One year lease minimum term. Utilities, Stove, & Refrigerator included.

=
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TAl CHI/I-CHIUNG classes in
Santa Monica call for

TUTORING, ASSISTIVE Tech-
nology disability rights advo-
cate. Except Algebra/Geometry,
Children, adults and seniors
w/disability. Call
(310)470-6357.

Karen

CAREGIVER FEMALE Speaks
english & spanish. Experience
w/alzheimers patients looking
for live-in position.
323-481-4550

3RD STREET PROMENADE
Apts. Ocean views, remodeled
units 1+1, $1500-$2000, 2+2
$2100-$2500. 1453 3rd Street.

VE IN SPECIALS!
(310)862-1000.

(asa Loma Apartment
101 Dudley Ave. Venice

NOW LEASING!
Steps to the beach
Singles and Studios
$695.00 to $1095.00

MOVE IN SPECIAL
FIRST MONTH FREE!
(Requires S.D. & 1 yr. lease)
1-888-399-1166

<
Q

SANTA MONICA $1225/mo. 2
bedroom/ 1 bath. Appliances,
no pets, parking, 1935 Clover-
field Blvd. #18 Santa Monica,
Ca. 90404 Manager in #19.

SANTA  MONICA $1375/mo
2bd, 1 ba lower, 19th St. near
S.M. Blvd. Quiet 6 unit building,
large, private patio, ample
closets, appliances, gas range,
dishwasher, refrig. available,
will consider indoor cat. Info
310-828-4481 9am-7pm

SANTA MONICA Guest House,
r/s, pvt entry, blinds, remodeled,
near SMC, $875
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA lower, r/s,
micro, pet ok, gated, laundry
utils. incld, $695
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA shared apt,
dog ok, pvt rm, pvt bath, patio,
parking, util. incld,$550
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA shared apt.,
dog ok, pvt rm, t/s, crpt, laun-
dry,near SMC, util. incld, $500
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Triplex, lower,
pet ok, r/s, hrdwd fls, remod,
quiet, util. incld, $1175
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, dishwasher,
patio, crpt, fireplace, laundry,
bright, prkng, $1290
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, dog ok, t/s,
micro, patio, lg closets, pool,
laundry, prkng, $750
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, lower, /s,
micro, crpt, blinds, laundry
kitchen, near beach, $925
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, r/s, laundry,
new building, new drapes, near

SMC, garage, $1300
www.westsiderentals.com

SM 2+2 1/2 2 car garge, direct
acces to unitlaundry room.
Near ~ Wilshire  $2600/mo.
(310)439-2073.

WLA $1390/MO. 2 Bedrooms, 1

bath, hardwood floors, large
kitchen (310)391-8880.

Houses For Rent

2 BEDROOM, 1 1/2 Bath, North
of Montana. Garage & vyard
$3,500/mo. 310-382-6415

SANTA MONICA $1850/mo. 2
bedroom, 2 bath, prime loca-
tion, parking available, hard-
wood floors.(310)451-2178.

2BR 1BA House, 1507 18th
Street, new paint & blinds,
carpet. $1500/mo NO PETS
310-532-3876

SANTA MONICA
$1425/mo. New tiles,
appliances, hardwood floors,
bright/airy, beautifull garden
area. Franklin/Arizona
310-586-1069

SANTA MONICA ADJ.
Townhouse, $2000/mo 2bd,
2 1/2ba,vaulted ceilings,
washer/dryer, parking
310-391-8580

1bd

S.M. 3+3+DEN, 2 car garage,
hardwood & carpets, full kitchen
water filter. Near St. Johns
Hospital. ~ Utilities  included
$2800/mo 310-449-1015

TOPANGA LOCATION, Loca-
tion. Trees, view, charm, priva-
cy 2bdrm, 1bath, 2 balconies,
immaculate, washer/dryer. NO
PETS, NO SMOKERS.$2200/M
310-455-1084

SANTA MONICA Duplex, dog
ok, r/s, dwasher, hrdwd flirs,
yard, flex lease, $1650
www.westsiderentals.com

WLA $3,000/MO 3 BEDROOM
2 BATH,LARGE DEN & YARD
CLEAN,QUIET &
CONVENIENT 310-455-2415

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES 6th ST.

ONE MONTH
FREE RENT

Remodeled: Mediterranean Design
Near Promenade, Windows
Parking, Garden Courtyard
Janitorial, Utilities included

2-4 Rooms, Short/Long Term

$1495-$2450
(310) 395-4620

-~
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AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership
Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer
Call Today
310-745-4847

Buy or Sell Tomorrow

1617 BROADWAY
Individual Offices

New building.

All services included.
Reception telephone answering.
High speed T-1 Internet.
Full use of conference rooms,
copier, printer, faxes...etc.
Parking. Flexible lease terms.

310-526-0310

DENTAL OFFICE to share.
Seeking aggressive dentist to
start solo practice. Share quality
Santa Monica location in a
prestigious professional medical
building. Available mornings un-
til 1pm, all day Fridays and Sat-
urdays. Call 310-315-3676.

MDR SHARE space. New suite,
3 space in small Law Firm. Law
Library, Conference Room, Re-
ceptionist, Copier, DSL, Parking
Available, 90 Freeway close.
Starting at $800. (310)553-
0756.

OFFICE SPACE. 235-340 Sq
Ft. Reasonable. 19th &
Colorado Santa Monica
310-453-4427

SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days
per/wk  $500/mo.  Jasmine
(310)392-9596.

Real Estate

MORTGAGE NOTE. CALL
ITODAY TO FIND OUT HOW|
YOU CAN CONVERT YOUR
MONTHLY PAYMENTS INTO|
A LARGE LUMP SUM OF
CASH.

818-878-3006

Real Estate Wanted

MOTIVATED BUYER: | buy
houses, any area, any price,
any condition .
Call (310)422-4933 .

Massage

$10 OFF/AD THERAPY &
RELAX 1227 LINCOLN BLVD
#201 SANTA MONICA
(323)630-9506

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

DEEP TISSUE THERAPY
$40/FLAT ~ PROFESSIONAL
AND NURTURING. | WILL
ALSO TRADE MASSAGE
PAUL (310)741-1901.

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong
and tender relaxing bodywork
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian
Staff (310)899-3709.

SENSUAL MASSAGE $100
Special Sensual full body
massage. Young, fit, positive
attitude, fun & playful! Outcall
only very discreet & classy.
Mara 310-797-2153

WESTSIDE BOMBSHELL
Sparkling green eyes, 527, fit
and toned. Naturally busty,
soothing sensual touch, full
body massage. Crystal 310-
339-6709 In/Out *Special Rate
for Outcalls*

Announcements

ALZHEIMER'’S SUPPORT GROUP
meeting. Last Wednesday of
the month; at Sunrise Assisted
Living, Pacific Palisades call
(310)573-9545/Linda.

to a

loved one.

Pay tribute

-

Now offering obituary listings.
For more details call the Daily Press.

3lil458.7737 ext. 111
'_—_H'

r & B,
e ) 74

WELCOME
TO THE
WORLD!

e

Announce the

arrival of your

newest family
member.

The Duiily Press is now
running birth anhouncements
every Tuesduy.

Call 310-458-PRESS (7737) x 101
for details.

FREE MOVING BOXES
310-393-3540

Business Opps

ABSOLUTE GOLDMINE! 60
Vending machines with excel-
lent locations all for $10,995.
(800)234-6982.

LOCAL VENDING route 60 ma-
chines. Locations included, all
for $10.995. (800)509-7909.

SALES CONSULTANT: Chan-
nel or Enterprise Sales. Found-
er of several 7 - 10 figure com-
panies. www.aivaccents.com or
call 310-739-3287

£ 4 Have Fun Getting
£ FIT By the BEACH

Feel Better...Lose Weight...Improve your Health!

Inquire About Our Way to
Wellness Program! Exercise,
Eating & Stress Management ...
All'In One Great Program!

Located at the Loews
Santa Monica Beach Hotel
310-842-5657

www, com

info.
(626)429-6360.

Personals

FINANCIAL SECURE 70 seek-
ing 50 plus, petite, secure lady
for companion, travel, hiking,
homelife. (310)452-3131.

MOTHER SEARCHING FOR
DOUG HESSMAN, CANNOT
TALK. BELIEVED TO BE IN
STREET, WANTED HOME.
$1,000 REWARD GETTING
HIM HOME TO MOTHER.
(310)453-4506.

MADAME LAURA

Meditation Healings
Answers All Life Questions
Palm Readings
Spiritual Cleansing
All Readings Private &
Confidential

Established & Licensed
for 40 years

Morning Hours: 310-370-7659
Afternoon Hours: 310-374-9157
Located in Redondo Beach

) Ocean Onsis
A Wedieat Doy Spar forn Women
(310) 458-8190

Dr. Lisa Masterson, M.D.

1333 Ocean Avenue in Santa Monica

Talk to a Model 24hrs.
310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222

$15/15 min.
CC/Check OK
www.USLove.com

— Avouncements
READ THROUGH THE BIBLE

Three chapters a week starting with the book of Roman

Where: Velocity Cafe 2127 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica
(between Ocean Park & Pico)

Time: 7:00 p.m to 9:00 p.m.
Sponsored By: Westside Calvary Chapel

FOR INFORMATION: 310-712-3411
WWW.WESTSIDECALVARYCHAPEL.ORG

L85>

LEASING CENTER

SANTA MONICA

(310) 899-9580

CENTURY WEST PROPERTIES
EXCEPTIONAL WESTSIDE RENTALS

1437 SEVENTH STREET, SUITE 200

COMPLEMENTARY RENTAL LIST &
LEASING CONSULTATION
WALK-INS WELCOME 10AM — 6PM DAILY
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LOW WATER PRESSURE? RUSTY
UNSAFE WATER? GETTING SCALDED?
We specialize in Copper Repipe of
private homes & apartments. Call us!

Senior Citizen Discount
FREE Estimates
1-877-379-9455

SOL'S PLUMBING

__________ -

W

FREE

. WATER HEATER

@%

[

Lic#767143 Bonded & Ins.
ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED
ALWAYS A CLEAN QUALITY JOB!

‘ % BEST MOVERS
No job too small
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.
Free prep. & boxes. Discount for

handicap & seniors!
Since 197

F=====

5 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193

COMMERCIAL
Residential Remodel
HONEST & RELIABLE
FREE ESTIMATES

cHEmeSESESERES

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

AWARD
PAINTING

When Qudlity Counts!
mExcellent References
m Knowledgable, Professional
n Affordable Pricing
m Mastercard / Visa
m Faux Finishing
u Proper Preparation
mBeautiful Finish Work
. |

Catiche
[]

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing,
drywall, electrical. 30 years in
this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

e Evening hours + emergency services
e Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers

o 20+ years of experience

e UCLA Graduate

o Most insurances accepted

e Gosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS
310-315-3676

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 + SANTA MONICA

KITCHEN & Bath Remodeling,
Room additions.Free estimate
Lic#615195 -(888)907-6444

PICTURE FRAMES custom
made by professional (310)980-
2674.

Call Dave Ward for a
Free Estimate:

(310) 641-1235
'F—__-I 30+ Years

Experience
Insured

Lic. 502762
D . J g

D.J. Service
Corporate & Private Events
Negotiable Rates
818.370.1659

GET ORGANIZED!

for filing system set-ups,
unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and
other home/office paper
management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZER!
Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

8 IRONAN
Heruhamin Serdce 41.
323.041.9T47

L i [wemig & M

GODDARD
CONSTRUCTION
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Impr
Repairs * New Construction
Interior/Exterior Painting

Excellent References
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Senior Discount

Mobile: 310.650.9376
Office: 310.373.7716
CA Lic#777282 « Insured ¢ Bonded

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of
your cleaning, own transporta-
tion. $40 (818)705-0297.

MARCO TELECOM: Phone
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

NBM CONSTRUCTION
Room Additions, Remodel,

Electric, Plumbing, Carpentry
(888) 420-5866

Lic#745354

1
Steve's
Guaranteed '%U4R
DISCOUNT
PLUMBING
DRAINS = HEAT
RESIDENTIAL =« COMMERCIAL
(310) 439-7771 nu prices necomece

15% OFF WITH THIS AD

Lic.#750420
Al Work

PAINTING TOP QUALITY A&A
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta
(310)560-9864.

NOTICETO
READERS:

California law requires that
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or
materials) be licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board. State law also requires
that contractors include their
license number on all
advertising. You can check the
status of your licensed
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed
contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state
in their advertisements that
they are not licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board.

ONE HOUR Alterations,
hemming, jeans, pants, skirts,
etc. Made by professional Call
Michael 310-980-2674

PAINTING

Highest Quality

Clean/On Time
Many Local References

310-475-6488

BRICK
REPAIR

GUTTER
CLEANING

Quick Responses. Call:

310-475-0864

WALLPAPER REMOVAL &
INSTALLATION
wall texture/ painting Glenn’s
Wallpaper Service.
(310)686-8505.

# MACINTOSH
Computer Consulting
by PC NICHOLS

Member of the Apple
Consultants Network.
Troubleshooting, installations
and reliable service in west
L.A. for over 15 years.

STILL
SMOKING?

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

Certified
- Hypnotherapist

(310) 235-2882

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured - Lic#658-486
PAINTING  CARPENTRY » ROOFING
CONCRETE  ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

Computer Services

COMPUTER HELP: Your office
or home. Typing, tutorial, Micro-
soft Word, Excel, Access, inter-
net navigation, software instal-
lation. Also, notary public serv-
ices. (310)207-3366

VERY PATIENT friendly & af-
fordable repairs, set-ups, train-
ing networks and more! Digital
Duchess. (310)395-6884.

Classified Advertising Conditions :REGULAR RATE: $2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS:
First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit
after an ad has run more than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All private
party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310)458-
7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade,
Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310)458-7737.

WE ARE THE
%MM&G

The Dailv Press Hiring Guarantee:

Run an ad in the classified section of the Santa Monica Daily
Press for 4 weeks and we’ll guarantee that you’ll find the perfect

employee! Call for more details.

Call Mitch at the Santa Monica Daily Press 310.458.7737 ext.111

G IN TOWN!
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

The Dead recruits Warren Haynes of Gov’t Mule

By The Associated Press

B NEW YORK — The Dead is getting a new mem-
ber, albeit temporarily.

Gov’t Mule’s Warren Haynes will perform with The
Dead as the band heads out on the road this summer.
The guitarist, whose band toured with The Dead in
2002, will begin performing with the band next month,
including a performance at the Dead’s Second Annual
Winter Jam in San Francisco on Feb. 9.

In a statement, Haynes said “getting to sing some of
the Hunter/Garcia songs will be a real honor.”

“Every time you play with different players it changes
from listening to the musicians on stage,” said Haynes,
who will be handling vocals and guitar for the band.
“Playing with three guitar players will be more sensitive.
It’s a challenge I am very much looking forward to.”

Haynes hasn’t left behind his own band, however.
The group, which is starting a tour with Kid Rock, is
working on a new studio album. They also were nomi-
nated for a leading four awards, along with String
Cheese Incident, for the fourth annual Jammy Awards,
which will be given out March 16 in New York. The
awards honor the best jam bands and musicians.

The same month, Haynes will also rejoin the Allman
Brothers Band for performances at New York’s Beacon
Theatre.

B LOS ANGELES — Adam Sandler will star in a
remake of the 1974 Burt Reynolds comedy “The
Longest Yard,” the story of a former football player
turned convict who challenges prison guards to a game.

Production will begin in June with Columbia
Pictures, Sherry Lansing of Paramount’s Motion Picture
Group said Monday.

Sandler will play Paul Crewe, the retired football

player, in a role Reynolds originally played 30 years ago.

Producers also are in discussion with comedian Chris
Rock to play the role of Caretaker and rapper Snoop
Dogg to play a member of the team.

“Although we plan to update quite a few things, the
overall story will remain intact,” said Jack Giarraputo,
who co-owns the Happy Madison production company
with Sandler. “We want to keep the same blend of com-
edy and grit that made the first one a classic.”

B NEW YORK — Barbra Streisand is reading the
script for “Meet the Fockers,” the sequel to 2000’s
“Meet the Parents,” her husband, James Brolin, said in
an interview on the syndicated “Access Hollywood”
entertainment TV show.

“I know she is reading it,” said Brolin, in an inter-
view to air Monday. Excerpts were released in advance.

Streisand’s participation as Ben Stiller’s mother
would mark a return to film for the 61-year-old singer-
actress after an eight-year hiatus. She starred in 1996’s
“The Mirror Has Two Faces.”

“Meet the Parents” starred Stiller as Greg Focker,
Teri Polo as Stiller’s fiancee, and Robert De Niro and
Blythe Danner as Polo’s parents. They are slated to
return for the sequel.

B BEVERLY HILLS — The Hilton sisters got
upstaged at one of the Golden Globe Awards afterparties.

Prince popped up as a surprise guest around midnight
at In Style magazine’s party following Sunday’s awards
show. He played guitar on “Brickhouse” and his signa-
ture hit “Kiss,” but left the singing to the band.

After two songs, he blew a quick kiss to the crowd
and hopped off the stage.

Nick Lachey stood on a pink-cushioned bench near

the back of the room to get a look as his wife, Jessica
Simpson, hurried down front. Alicia Silverstone, Kevin
Costner, Jim Belushi, Lance Bass and Clint Eastwood
were among those who attended the party.

Paris and Nicky Hilton attracted gawkers while mak-
ing the rounds of several parties at the Beverly Hilton.
The hotel was once owned by Barron Hilton, the sisters’
grandfather.

B ATLANTA — Singer and composer Isaac Hayes
was among those honored at the 12th Annual Trumpet
Awards, which recognize achievement by blacks in pol-
itics, business, law and the arts.

Hayes, who won an Oscar for his theme song from
the 1971 movie “Shaft,” received an award Monday
night for past accomplishments. The awards are spon-
sored by Turner Broadcasting System Inc.

“Isaac’s music not only made the difference in that
movie, it made a difference throughout the film industry
where scores are concerned,” said actor Richard
Roundtree, who starred in the original “Shaft” and pre-
sented Hayes with his Trumpet.

A crowd estimated at 1,500 attended the black-tie
affair. With the exception of former South African
President Nelson Mandela, all of this year’s honorees
appeared in person to accept their awards.

Others included: actress Angela Bassett; singer-
actress Della Reese; music-fashion mogul Russell
Simmons; producer-director Norman Lear; musical
prodigy Jordan Adams; casino owner Don Barden; phi-
lanthropist Dr. Anthony Pollard; record executive Sylvia
Rhone; political rights activist Dr. C. Delores Tucker;
and U.S. District Court Judge Horace T. Ward.

Comedian D.L. Hughley served as host.

A taped broadcast of the awards ceremony is sched-
uled air on TBS at 7 p.m. Feb. 21.

DID YOU KNOW?: Leonardo Da Vinci invented the scissors.

SANTA MONICA RESIDENTS ...

SANTA MONICA FORD IS THE

VOLUME FORD

DEALER IN THE U.S.A.*

We are currently the #!1 volume Ford dealership in the U.S.A. *based on a combination
of retail and fleet sales and to maintain this distinction we MUST not lose your business.

It is imperative you contact us before you purchase that next Ford.

RED TAG SALE]

Final Days .

Jan 28-Jan31

0/ FINANCING

roved credit on
0 selec‘t):d vehicles n lue

of rebates- >

DRASTIC SAVINGS
ALL 2003 MODELS

MUST GO!

200
| Ford Windstar

All vehicles plus tax and license plus documentation fee.
All vehicles subject to prior sale. Ad expires 48 hours after publication.

If you purchase elsewhere ... you probably paid too much!

ID#A07146
STK#30266

Minor Service
for only *39°°

SAVE *30

4 0il Change & 0il Filter Replacement

4 Lube Hinges, Latches & Applicable Chassis Parts

@ Silicone Protection of Window Weather Strips

@ Check Fluid Levels & Top Off to Factory Specifications
@ Inspect Cooling System, Hoses & Belts

4 Check Running Lights for Proper Operation

@ Check Suspension System

@ Inspect Exhaust System for Corrosion
¢ Inspect & Rotate Tires, Adjust Pressures
4 Multi-Point Inspection Report Card

Good through January 31st, 2004. Must present coupon at time of write up.
Excludes diesels & HD “E” & “F” series vehicles/OP code PMinor.

SANTA MONICA @ZZ% 1230 Santa Monica Blvd.  310.451-1588




