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Beware when buying,
leasing new vehicles

Residents can learn from
Honda of Santa Monica

class action suit

BY ANDY FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

Consumers can learn from the ongoing
investigation into suspected
wrong doing by Honda of
Santa Monica, officials say.

The dealership is being
investigated by the Los
Angeles County District Attorney’s office
and a class action lawsuit has been filed
against it for allegedly scamming car buy-
ers out of hundreds of dollars a piece by
allegedly tacking on fake state taxes and
allegedly misleading customers into buy-
ing extended warranties.

To avoid similar dealership scams,

Consumer

watch

consumer advocates recommend potential
car buyers do their homework before
going to a dealership.

“Car buying, whether for new or used
vehicles, is a ripe opportunity for con-
sumer rights abuses,” said Santa Monica
Deputy Attorney Adam Radinsky. “And
it’s an area where the consumer has to be
very careful.”

It’s best to know what car
you want to buy, what the deal-
ership pays for its vehicles and
to have a good idea of your
credit history — all before you
ever step foot into a dealership.

“These days you can go on line and
find all of that information very easily,”
said Radinsky, who specializes in con-
sumer protection law. “It’s pretty much all
public information now.”

Brett Fung, an Encino resident, said he

See DEALERS, page 7

Coastal Commission OKs
preferential parking zone

City must allow Embassy
Hotel street parking

BY ANDY FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

Residents who live north of Wilshire
Boulevard may soon find it easier to
locate a place to park near their homes.

People who live on Third Street just
north of Wilshire Boulevard, have been
trying for years to get the city to approve

Council may

(Editor’s note: This is part of an ongo-
ing series that tracks the city'’s expendi-
tures which appear on the upcoming
Santa Monica City Council consent agen-
da. Consent agenda items are routinely
passed by the city council with little or no
discussion from elected officials or the
public. However, many of the items have
been part of public discussion in the past.)

By Daily Press staff

The Santa Monica City Council is
expected tonight to approve a little more
than a quarter of a million dollars to fund
two non-profit organizations as well as to
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a preferential parking zone so they don’t
have to compete for spaces with visitors
to the Promenade.

The City Council approved part of the
district last year and the Coastal
Commission gave the final OK on Jan. 9.

But City Hall may appeal the
Commission’s approval of the new dis-
trict, which would cover 26 blocks from
Ocean Avenue to Fourth Street and from
Idaho Avenue to Wilshire Boulevard.

See PARKING, page 7

spend $234K

hire a moving company to take items out
of the main library.

The council voted last year to give the
Santa Monica Playhouse $75,000. The
playhouse, a professional theater and edu-
cational conservancy, may have to close
its doors if it can’t find enough money to
pay the rent, officials say.

Its current lease is up and the play-
house is negotiating to buy 50 percent of
the building which is estimated to cost
between $1 million and $1.5 million. The
playhouse has to make a down payment of
at least $500,000 in order to make month-
ly payments that are comparable to its
current rental costs, city staff said. The

Ta hubln Expaficl

By Daily Press staff

Merchants and shoppers want to revital-
ize Main Street so it’s more of a pleasure to
walk along the sidewalks, eat outside and
check out the latest sales in the stores.

But current city laws don’t allow
much of that to happen at the moment.
The City Council will consider tonight a
new revitalization plan designed by the
Main Street Merchants Association that
would allow businesses to have outside
dining, as well as menu boards and mer-
chandise display tables on the sidewalks.

Various businesses have been cited
recently by the city for having “sandwich
boards” outside their shops that display
information about the day’s sales, and
lunch and dinner specials. Some busi-
nesses have had to pay as much as $500
in fines.

Council members Mike Feinstein and
Pam O’Connor are spearheading the
effort to clarify the laws. They want city
officials to look into what could be
changed to make life easier for Main

Making Main Street more foot friendly

~ (Above) Many people are drawn to
| Main Street because of its unique

. Merchants want to revitalize the
| area by creating more pedestrian-
oriented improvements.

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
(Left) A passerby checks out the
daily lunch special on the menu
board outside of the Library Ale
House on Monday. Currently, it's ille-
gal to place boards on the sidewalk,
unless it’s private property.

setting and outdoor dining.

Street businesses.

When the community first began map-
ping out how Main Street should func-
tion more than a decade ago, it was col-
lectively agreed upon that it should be
pedestrian-oriented and have a village-
like atmosphere.

But the plan was never formally
adopted. Current laws are confusing to
interpret, leaving many merchants unsure
of what they are allowed to do in front of
their stores, business owners say.

Hundreds of letters have been submit-
ted to the City Council by merchants and
citizens which ask Main Street businesses
to be allowed to have more outside dining
and become more pedestrian friendly.

“This helps Main Street businesses
improve their business and meet the
demands of the public,” said Gary
Gordon, executive director of the Main
Street Merchants Association. “The pub-
lic is very enthusiastic about this.”

The association will present its plan
tonight at City Hall. The Council meeting
begins at 5:45 p.m., however the plan will
be discussed toward the end of the meeting.
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playhouse, located on Fourth Street down-
town, launched a fundraising campaign
last year and is approaching its goal.
Another $22,400 could be spent on the
Santa Monica Historical Society to help

fund its continuing programs. The muse-
um, which was founded in 1975, provides
access to historic documents, photographs

See COUNCIL, page 6
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@ARIES (March 21-April 19)

M  Pressure builds despite someone’s efforts.
In order to get past an immediate problem, you
need to clear out an emotional issue. Consider
why you’re so reactive to someone at a distance.
A friend adds interesting, if not valid, insights.
Tonight: Try something different.

@TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

[mm Whatever you do, somehow someone
negates your efforts. Actually, this might have
very little to do with you and a lot to do with oth-
ers. Perhaps you need to buy a “sunshine” lamp
to cheer up a friend or loved one. Tonight: Be
spontaneous with an older relative.

@GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

[  No matter what an associate says, you will
get upset. Settle in and make important decisions
just for yourself. Your mood could be a lot more
off than you realize. News from others at a dis-
tance sheds new light on a personal matter.
Tonight: Let someone else run with the ball.

@CANCER (June 21-July 22)

M You feel pushed and pulled by an associate.
Let this person know when you have had
enough. In fact, you still might need to close
your door in order to distance yourself suffi-
ciently. A partner delights you with news.
Tonight: Get into your thing.

@ LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

[mm Sometimes no matter what you do, you
cannot please someone. Friends express their dis-
dain. A meeting could prove difficult because of
others’ moods. Kick it all in. Do something
where you can make a difference. Use your high
energy positively. Tonight: Let off steam with a
wild friend.

@VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

M@  If you can bring your work home, do so.
The office resembles a madhouse right now. You
might want to attempt another approach.
Juggling different demands keeps your hands full
right now. Don’t lose sight of your priorities.
Family counts. Tonight: Happy at home.

([ -Dynamic [
[ -So-so O-Difficult

-Positive [ -Average

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

iy Think in terms of gains with a child or
loved one you care about. Even if this person
reacts negatively to what is suggested, he or she
means well. Detach and gain a perspective by
walking in someone else’s shoes. Tonight: Reach
out for a loved one.

@SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

[ A partner proves difficult no matter what
he or she does. Think carefully about what is
workable. Don’t just nix every idea because
you’re in a bad mood. A family member could
have a startling perspective. Take it in. Tonight:
Pay bills.

@SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

M  Your best efforts hit a roadblock. What is
going on here, you ask. Great question, as you see
solutions that could make everyone happy.
Consider different types of ideas and ways of com-
municating if you really want to get your point
across. Tonight: Whatever makes you happy!

@CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

[  Pressure pushes you in two different direc-
tions. You might want to hide out with a loved
one or an associate. Sometimes it’s better to
watch the fallout than to be a part of it! You’ll get
nowhere with logic. Take care of yourself.
Tonight: Get a good night’s sleep.

@AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

M@  You can usually reverse a situation from
bad to good. You’re on top of your game. Think
in terms of gains and positive changes in the near
future. Realize what someone close really wants.
He or she might not be able to ask for it. Tonight:
Where the action is.

@PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

[ Head in a new direction, if possible.
Conflict surrounds plans and long-term objec-
tives. An authority figure might not be in a good
mood, or the problem might go way past that.
Observe carefully. Tonight: A must show.

P4 QUOTE of the DAY

“In America, you can always find a party.
In Russia, the party always finds you.”

— Yakov Smirnoff
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LOCAL

Billions of gallons of water
undrinkable, group says

Santa Monica one community
hit by MTBE pollutants
BY DON THOMPSON

Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO — More than 70 bil-
lion gallons of California groundwater is
undrinkable because of contamination by
just two highly publicized pollutants, a
public interest group says in a report
being released Tuesday.

That’s enough to supply 400,000 fami-
lies for a year, and if usable would replace
more than a third of the water California
is losing because of its inability to cut
back on its draw from the Colorado River,
according to Environment California.

Backed by the report, state Sen. Nell
Soto, D-Pomona, plans to introduce legis-
lation next month to increase water pro-
tections and require polluters to replace
lost water supplies.

Environment California is a new spin-
off from CalPIRG, the state’s chapter of the
national Public Interest Research Group.
The report is the first for the group that offi-
cially splits from CalPIRG this week.

Its report catalogs estimates of contam-
inated water from two high-profile
groundwater pollutants for which cleanup

efforts are already largely underway:
MTBE, a gasoline additive that trims air
pollution, and perchlorate, a component
of rocket fuel.

Santa Monica and San Diego are deal-
ing with MTBE groundwater contamina-
tion, including a plume underneath San
Diego’s Qualcomm Stadium where the
Super Bowl was played Sunday.
Groundwater there isn’t used for drinking
now, but is in the city’s long-term plans to
help replace lost Colorado River water.

Santa Monica already is drawing on
the Colorado River to replace MTBE-
contaminated wells that could supply
13,000 families.

Though polluters already are often
paying for cleanup, the group says that
does not include many extra public costs.
The city of Colton, for instance, is paying
$4,000 a day to bring in drinking water,
and obtained a $3 million emergency state
loan to begin cleanup.

The group gathered information from
eight communities on how many wells
had been contaminated by the two pollu-
tants, and how much water those wells
would have produced.

Colton, with nearby Rialto, San
Bernardino and Fontana, are together

See WATER, page 6

Tenant not responsible for
shoddy cabinets, judge rules

BY ANDY FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

If a landlord installs cheap fixtures that
break during normal use, then a tenant
cannot be held responsible for the dam-
age, a judge ruled last week.

John Hess took Santa Monica-based
Roberts Realty to Santa Monica Small
Claims Court to recover $880 of his secu-
rity deposit, which was withheld so the
landlord could replace the apartment’s
kitchen and bathroom cabinets.

Hess argued the flimsy fiberboard cabi-
nets with fake wood laminated coverings
deteriorated during the eight and a half
years he lived in his West L.A. apartment
on Chateau Place. He said during cleaning,
water seeped into the fiberboard, causing it
to warp and eventually fall apart.

“My wife is a real neat freak,” Hess

said. “She cleaned those cabinets all the
time. But they were damaged from nor-
mal cleaning and steam from the dish-
washer and the oven.”

Hess — a self-professed wood expert
and certified architect — said the type of
cabinets installed in his apartment came
with a one-year warranty. He argued he
shouldn’t be held responsible for them
after nearly nine years of use.

Judge Pro Tem Alan Freedman agreed
with Hess’ argument, but said Hess
should be held responsible for 10 percent
of the damages since he lived in the apart-
ment for such a long time. Hess was
awarded $680, plus court costs.

“I don’t get the idea here that they (the
realtors) are shady or trying to take advan-
tage of their tenants, but the cabinets

See CABINETS, page 6
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west swells.

sets in the south.

middle of the moon cycle.

Location Monday
County Line 3-5°/Fair
Zuma 3-5°/Fair
Surfrider 2-3'[Fair
Topanga 3-4’/Poor
Breakwater 4-5'/Fair
El Porto 5-6°/Fair

Today’s Special:

\.

Information compiled by Jesse Haley
Forecasts promise strong surf with new west by north-
Waves are expected to see a one- to two-foot increase

in height over last week, so we should be in for chest- to

head-high surf at exposed spots in the north; some bigger
Porto, which had been pounding all last week, should

hit head-high to overhead, and occasionally bigger.
Tides return to moderate levels as we get toward the
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High- 1:57 a.m. 4.57’

Low- 8:30a.m. 1.61°

High- 1:54 p.m. 3.38’

Low- 8:01p.m. 1.17’

Tuesday Water Quality
3-5'/Fair A
3-5°/Fair A
2-3'[Fair [H
3-2[Fair A
4-5/Fair B
5-6'/Fair A
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310.394.0100
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The{&)Line.

It was reported over this past week-
end that another Starbucks is opening a
shop on the Third Street Promenade.
That makes it one for every block.
There’s a Starbucks on Wilshire,
another at Center Court and now one’s
going in between Santa Monica
Boulevard and Broadway Avenue. Its
location is within feet of two business-
es that serve coffee and pastries.

In fact, there are more than a dozen
coffee houses on the Third Street

Promenade. It appears that Santa
Monicans can’t get enough java.

This week, Q-Line wants to know
“Do you think the Promenade needs
another Starbucks? Why or why not?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your
response before Thursday at 5 p.m.
We’ll print them in Friday’s paper.
Please limit your comments to a minute
or less; it might help to think first about
the wording of your response.

TAXES
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OPINION

LETTERS

A new plan rolled out for Main Street

Editor:

Tonight the City Council will open discussion on sidewalk dining, sandwich signs and
display of merchandise, all three of which are typical activities on Main Street.

The Main Street Merchants Association, in response to customer and merchant con-
cerns, a wave of costly citations issued to several businesses, the tangle of current regula-
tions, and an initiative to open discussion by Councilmembers Michael Feinstein and Pam
O’Connor, put together a proposal we hope the Council will support and implement before
summer.

The MSMA proposal, which is also part of a Main Street Revitalization Plan present-
ed recently to Council that would improve parking and traffic and continue the improved
police presence since last November, would include allowing sidewalk dining, sandwich
signs, and display of merchandise on the public portion of the sidewalk as long as 48”
clearance for public passage is maintained. The use of this would not be free; it would be
rented from the city by the merchant, paid for as part of a check-off option on the annual
business license.

The size of the signs would be regulated (3°-4’ tall; 2 and 1/2° wide) but would not
require Planning Department or Architecture Review Board review.

Merchants would be allowed to display merchandise either on 6’x2’ tables (as they do
during sidewalk sales) or on clothing racks. The number of tables and racks would be reg-
ulated per store. And within certain limits, furniture could be displayed. Benches would
also be allowed; again, size would be regulated.

None of this would require planning permits or review which would save the city
money in the allocation of staff resources. All of this would create income for the city in
the form of the additional rental fees and the additional sales tax generated by the addi-
tional business.

While some of the above activity is allowed, application fees for permits (which do not
guarantee the permit) are expensive, the process consumes a lot of staff time, and the
result has been uneven, frustrating, and especially costly for merchants and for the city.
And some of the activity above is just flat-out not allowed so that in the case of some sand-
wich signs and merchandise displays, what you see, enjoy and use is illegal.

This is not a proposal that would allow anything and everything; it is a proposal that
would legalize quite a bit of business activity already popular and characteristic of the
eclectic nature of Main Street.

MSMA believes that the Main Street Business Improvement District is part of the solu-
tion to the city’s money problems and that changes in policy, including adopting this pro-
posal before summer, will help the city, help the merchants, respond to customers’ expressed
desires and values, and increase customers and business as well as expand and enhance the

pedestrian orientation and village-like atmosphere on Main Street.

If you support these goals, if you support making these aspects of life on Main legal
under a well-regulated but less tangled and less expensive system, please consider com-
municating this to your Council members before or at the meeting tonight.

Gary Gordon
Executive Director
Main Street Merchants Association

Council needs to start thinking

Editor:

Everyone knows by now that the state of California is in terrible shape. Our projected
$34.8 billion deficit is greater than all the other state deficits combined. Putting aside the
repercussions all of us are going to feel from tax hikes and program cuts, at the state level,
we in Santa Monica need to focus on how our local government is going to manage the
mandates for money in this time of shortfalls.

I personally think that more than ever, our City Council would be wise to think out of
its political box. This means progressive politics needs to take a “holiday.” In its place
should arise a more pragmatic and centrist reasoning. I know there currently is a two
pronged agenda being funded. One deals with socialized platforms — the homeless, low
and moderate housing, rent control, wage controls, unions. The other, ironically, pushes
for more gold leafed projects in which to frame this city’s lifestyle — flashing cross walks
($4.5 million), a new main branch library ($40-50 million), state of the art street sweep-
ers, and the like.

In order to buffer our city from California’s financial mess, our leaders simply need to
re-prioritize expenditures. Social platforms should be reined in. Restrictive business dis-
incentives need to be reformulated. Zoning and ownership encroachments should be put
on hold. Bigger and more glamorous is not better — at least right now. Pet projects like
the library replacement, cross walk lights, living wage campaign monies are not pressing
issues right now. All of the above should be scrapped, and extra monies moved over to the
education column. After all, what good is a gleaming, extra big library when the school
district can’t even fund paper for its copy machines?

It takes a flexible public mind to leave political egos on the sidelines. But this is exact-
ly what our city council has to do — take off its ideological garments and think, not in
terms of constituencies, but in larger concepts of the greater good for all Santa Monicans.

Jan Tousignant
Santa Monica

THINK
twice

E

j Democratic hopefuls have to get their act together

m  Who can beat
George W. Bush in
2004? I won’t go on the
record 22 months before
the election to say no
one can. But it’s clearly
an uphill battle.

So on whose shoul-
ders should Democrats
place their hopes for

2004?

I listened intently to the Sunday shows a
few weeks ago to see if any of the
Democratic presidential hopefuls could
inspire me.

The Iowa Caucuses are only a year away.
Unbelievable. Pretty soon, the mid-term
elections will coincide with the Presidential
primaries. We must stem this tide, but the
coming election cycle has nevertheless
become newsworthy. Let’s begin to handi-

cap the Presidential contest of 2004.

President Bush: A new economic plan to
keep the rich richer? Mounting budget
deficits? Potential for a “4 front war”
(including two ongoing battles against the
environment and civil rights)? The
Democratic Party must stop harping on his
level of intelligence and more on the scary
things he DOES. Sadly, he’s probably got
much better than a 50 percent chance bar-
ring a lackluster 2003/04.

Senator Joe Lieberman: He can have
flashes of progressive clarity at times. But
despite the character and values he projects,
liberal primary voters will quickly ascertain
that he’s too hawkish and conservative for
their taste.

Senator John Kerry: Because of his
strong stand for tighter emissions standards
and support for publicly funded elections,
Kerry is my current choice. Kerry also is a

Vietnam Vet, which he claims allows him
to “say things other Democrats can’t say.”
Well, one of those things would have been
to oppose the Iraq war resolution. C’mon
Senator! But I like his chances, even as a
bookish looking New Englander.

Former House Democratic Leader Dick
Gephardt: I would rather comment on a sta-
tionary target. I’ve seen more Dick
Gephardts than Al Gores over the years.

Senator John Edwards: He’s what I call a
“Top 40” politician — he’s articulate about
the hot issues of the moment, while never
sharing many original thoughts. Also — no
incumbent has been reelected to Edwards’
Senate seat in years. If he doesn’t prioritize
the right election in 2004, he may be next.

Governor Howard Dean: He’s a “guys
guy” who was the first [ witnessed to pub-
licly stand up to Newt Gingrich after the

GOP takeover in 1994. As Vermont’s
Governor, he’s passed bold civil rights leg-
islation and created near universal health
coverage. This dark horse may be the
“Bartlett” of the 2004 field.

This exercise is moot, however, unless
one of these Democrats is willing to pro-
vide a clear, vocal alternative to President
Bush. The nominee doesn’t have to be the
most progressive Democrat alive. But he
must be willing to say something! I hope
Democratic leaders will find their guts in
the lost and found pile by 2004.

(Todd Flora serves on the steering com-
mittee of Santa Monicans Allied for
Responsible Tourism (SMART), and is an
active volunteer with Heal the Bay. To
respond or to reach Todd, e-mail him at
Junkfood6@aol.com)

m Rev. Al Sharpton
called himself “someone
who brings America
together,” and dismissed
the fact that 66 percent,
almost two-thirds, of the
v Democratic ~ National

Committee members
polled said they had a
negative opinion of him.

He referred to his support of Tawana
Brawley, who knowingly, wrongfully
accused three white men of raping her, as
advocating for women’s rights. And poor
Tim Russert had to interview Sharpton just

like he was a serious, viable candidate.

John Edwards and Howard Dean are
making the rounds, introducing them-
selves, generating support. Are they just
another southern moderate and just another
northeastern liberal, respectively? Can
either of them bring us together and defeat
a circumstantially popular President?

Is anyone seriously considering Hillary as
a candidate? As much as the right-wingers
hated Bill, they hate Hillary more. While her
positions are strong on core Democratic
issues, choice, environment, health care,
children’s rights, she’s too much of a lighten-
ing rod to be a national candidate.

There’s Joe Lieberman. In my view,

America is not ready for a Jewish
President. A majority of Americans, includ-
ing majorities of African-Americans and
Latinos, hold anti-Semitic feelings. While I
was very proud, as a Jew, to see him on the
Democratic ticket in 2000, I don’t see now
as the right time for a Jewish candidate at
the top of the ticket.

What about Gray Davis? While he’s
only engendered Iluke-warm feelings
among California Democrats, he has a list
of accomplishments that has satisfied the
left and yet maintained his position as a
moderate. And he’s got a war chest to boot.

It’s going to take a strong combination
of style AND substance to beat Bush in

2004. In 1992, Bill Clinton captivated the
party and brought all of us together. No one
else has done it since.

The left wing of the party jumped ship
in 2000, feeling like they had no reason to
stay, and it cost us the whole shebang. We
need a candidate who can reach across the
spectrum and really communicate with vot-
ers. And we need to remember that it takes
51 percent to win.

(Evelyn Jerome is a past president of the
Los Angeles County Young Democrats, and
a member of the New Democrat Network.
To respond or to reach Jerome, e-mail her
at evelyn_thinktwice@yahoo.com.)

DID YOU KNOW?: About 50% of Americans live within 50 miles of their birthplace. This is called propinquity.
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I have owned and operated a small
furniture store on Main Street in Santa
Monica for over five years. I survived El
Nino the first year, lack of capital the
second, the IRS the third, but it appears
that the fifth year of business might be
the last for me.

I believe the major reason for my past
success on Main Street was because of the
wonderful furniture displays 1 was
allowed to put in front of my store. I was
informed eight months ago that I was no
longer allowed to do this. Since then my
sales revenue has dropped over 50 percent.

This sudden law enforcement has had
a devastating effect on my small busi-
ness. Clients are con-

Signs on Main Street
need to stay in order for
businesses to survive

a small bistro set out right in front of the
building they changed their tune and
said that it was against the law to have
anything for sale outside. Which is it?

I am no longer able to get large ship-
ments of furniture in because I have no
rear loading. I received a warning on a
shipment day, even though I was active-
ly loading the furniture into the store.
Now my inventory has been affected.

I am confused about what the agenda
is for the city council. Do they want the
city to become deserted of all small
businesses? Is the Gap, Banana
Republic, and Pottery Barn the only
types of retail businesses that can afford
to stay alive in this

stantly telling me
they thought I had
gone out of business
because they don’t
see a display outside
any longer. You

Guest
Commentary

By Theresa Stocking

town? Between the
atrocious parking con-
ditions, the city taxes,
and all of the red tape
businesses have to deal
with in this town, I can

would never be able
to find my store if it wasn’t for the fur-
niture outside. There is no display win-
dow in front of my building; I have only
a small doorway and front window.

I originally chose this location
because I had seen businesses display-
ing their product outside of their stores.
I had always thought of Main Street as a
being a very eclectic street because of
all of the different wares for sale on the
sidewalk. Now, five years later, the
street just looks generic and blasé. I
would never have chosen Main Street
for my new business location if I had
known what it would turn into.

Since given the final warning I have
not put anything outside except for a
few park benches. The very first week I
did not have a display outside my sales
dropped 30 percent. There is no getting
around the fact that in order for this
small business to survive I will need the
help of the City Council. I will probably
not last another six months at this rate. I
have offered this community furniture at
outstanding prices for over five years. I
believe I have contributed greatly to this
city, and feel that it is a shame I will no
longer be able to do that.

I am not sure what the benefits are
for this law, and have questioned it sev-
eral times to several different inspectors.
I have gotten a different answer every
time. I was told it was a safety issue. If
that was the case why am I not allowed
to put a card rack out? Or when I had put

see why there are so
many vacancies and such a high
turnover rate.

There is no compromising on the
behalf of the city, I am not able to get a
loading permit, temporary use permit,
nor can I put a small display on the prop-
erty that I was told belonged to me right
in front of the store.

I am not a quitter, I have survived the
odds before, and intend to fight until the
very end, but I have to admit I am now
almost at the end of my rope.

This issue is one of the topics of the
next city council meeting, and I am hop-
ing my story will not fall on deaf ears.
The city council has the ability to make
or break small “mom and pop” stores
such as mine. I hope they realize the
kind of power they hold and use it in a
manner which helps small businesses
not only survive, but thrive in this won-
derful city.

Some information about my little fur-
niture store: I offer the most affordable
prices on vintage and imported furniture
in town. Nothing was over $200.00 in
the entire store when I first started out. I
offer something to the community that
nobody else does in Santa Monica. You
may recall my location because you saw
furniture outside all the time. Yes, I am
still in business, please stop in!

(Theresa Stocking owns Eclectic
Avenue Furniture , located at 2307 Main
Street.)

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa

Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the edi-
tor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we
receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-
mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for
purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street
Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest edi-
torials are subject to editing for space and content.

YOUR OPINION MATTERS!

Send your letters to Santa Monica Daily Press Attn.

Editor: 1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202
Santa Monica ¢ 90401 ¢ sack@smdp.com
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Bill designed to salvage Coastal Commission OK’d

BY STEVE LAWRENCE

Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO — An attempt to
keep the state Coastal Commission in
business by giving the panel’s legislative
appointees fixed two-year terms was
approved overwhelmingly Monday by an
Assembly committee.

By a 9-3 vote, the Natural Resources
Committee sent the full Assembly a bill
by Assemblywoman Hannah-Beth
Jackson, D-Santa Barbara, that responds
to a state appeals court ruling last month.

In that decision, the 3rd District Court
of Appeals said the fact that legislative
leaders appoint a majority of the commis-
sioners and can remove them at will vio-
lates the constitution’s separation of pow-
ers clause by giving the Legislature con-
trol over an executive branch agency.

Jackson said her legislation was
intended to be a “very narrow fix” that
keeps the balance of power on the com-
mission in place by continuing to give
legislative leaders eight appointments to
the panel and the governor four.

“This will quickly and clearly correct
that (court’s) concern so the Coastal
Commission can continue to carry out its
regulatory function,” she predicted.

When the commission was created in
the 1970s voters did not want one particu-
lar ideology to dominate the panel, she
said. Giving the Assembly speaker, the

Senate Rules Committee and the governor
four appointments each helps ensure that
won’t happen, she added.

Lt. Gov. Cruz Bustamante, a former
Assembly speaker, said the current
appointment scheme gives legislative
leaders the ability to influence commis-
sion decisions by removing commission-
ers they disagree with.

“By establishing specific terms for
appointees, this bill will institutionalize
the independence that coastal commis-
sioners need to do their job,” he told the
committee.

But Eileen Reynolds, a lobbyist for the
California Association of Realtors, and
some Republican lawmakers questioned
whether Jackson’s legislation would satis-
fy the court.

Reynolds said the bill should give the
governor a majority of appointments to
the commission to ensure its constitution-
ality.

“We don’t want to put the commission
out of business,” Reynolds said. “We want
to see something fair and equitable and
constitutional pass.

“Right now if you’ve got eight appoint-
ments, then the Legislature is, in effect,
implementing its own policy. They are
implementing an executive branch func-
tion.”

But Jackson, said the court was “clear-
ly ... concerned” about the ability of leg-
islative leaders to remove their appointees

Water pollutants plague
municipal wells state wide

WATER, from page 3

fighting an underground perchlorate
plume that affects 75 wells and has forced
closure of 20 wells that could supply
120,000 families. Soto is hosting a hear-
ing Wednesday in Sacramento of her
Inland Empire Perchlorate Task Force on
problems there.

The largest impact is to 50 perchlorate-
contaminated wells in the San Gabriel
Valley, enough to supply 250,000 fami-
lies, the group said.

Rancho Cordova, near Sacramento, is
fighting a plume of perchlorate from its
Aerojet plant. Six affected wells there
would have been enough to supply 22,000
families.

Fresno is spending $1 million to treat

four wells contaminated with nitrates
from fertilizer runoff. Nitrates contami-
nate eight wells that could supply 16,000
families.

California’s inability to plan for trim-
ming its overuse of the Colorado River
water it shares with six upstream states
led to a Dec. 31 federal cutback in the
state’s share.

Gov. Gray Davis last week summoned
negotiators from four Southern California
water districts to talks brokered by top
aides, talks that continued Monday behind
closed doors. They’re seeking a deal that
would involve fallowing Imperial County
farmland, with the irrigation water instead
going to urban areas and to protect the
environmentally sensitive Salton Sea.

Landlord may appeal judge’s
ruling over damaged cabinets

CABINETS, from page 3

don’t appear of the highest quality,” he
said. “At the same time, I believe you
were there for eight and a half years and
(Hess) should bear some of the cost.”

Steve Citron, vice president of Roberts
Realty, disagreed with the decision and
said none of the other cabinets in his
apartment complex deteriorated like the
ones in Hess’ apartment.

“It’s due to the carelessness of the ten-
ant that the damage occurred,” he said.
“It’s unfair of the court to award any dam-
ages.”

Adam Horn, a building engineer who
testified on behalf of Roberts, said he
thought the cabinets were neglected and
should be replaced out of Hess’ pocket.

“All the tenant had to do was clean up
any standing or dripping water and this
type of damage could have been avoid-
ed,” he said. “This was preventable.”

But Freedman disagreed. He told
Citron that if he was unhappy with the rul-
ing, he could appeal the decision. Citron
did not indicate if he would appeal.

“Those types of cabinets are very easi-
ly chipped, and those are the cabinets you
had installed there,” Freedman said. “And
to assume there wouldn’t be damage to
them when you know what kind of cabi-
nets they are would be foolish.”

“If after living in that apartment for
almost nine years this is the extent of the
damage, then I think it says a lot about
(Hess),” he added. “T think he took good
care of the apartment.”

from office at any time.

“This is a very narrow fix,” she said. “I
think it’s the right one.”

Assemblyman Tom Harman, R-
Huntington Beach, asked why the bill did-
n’t give the commissioners longer terms
of four or six years to ensure they had ade-
quate independence.

A commissioner appointed for only
two years might be worried about getting
reappointed, he said.

Jackson said using two-year terms
“makes sure the commission membership
is sensitive to the interest of the people” if
there’s a change in the philosophical
makeup of the Legislature.

The attorney general’s office plans to
appeal the 3rd District decision to the
state Supreme Court. Supporters say
Jackson’s bill could satisfy any concerns
the high court might have about the com-
mission’s makeup.

Santa Monica Playhouse may

get $75K from

COUNCIL, from page 1

and artifacts from Santa Monica’s history.
The museum presents changing exhibi-
tions showcasing various aspects of the
city history through lecture series, film
showings, and a host of community events.

The museum’s funding request was
prompted by the Outlook Newspaper’s
donation of its entire archive of photo-
graphs and newspapers covering more
than 120 years of Santa Monica. The
museum is planning to preserve 250,000

City Council

images and negatives from the collection
and catalogue 30,000 images to make
them available to the public, of which
6,000 images would be on-line.

The Council also plans to build a new
library on Sixth Street and Santa Monica
Boulevard. If the project is approved, it
will to take about two years to complete.
The council is expected to award a
$136,845 contract to Beltmann Group, a
company that will move the library’s con-
tents in and out of the building.

Local Sports

Samohi Vikings defeat
champions in boys soccer

By Daily Press staff

The Vikings boys soccer team took
another victory home last week when
they defeated Leuzinger 2 to 1.

The Vikings beat the defending 2002
Division I CO-Champions last Friday. The
win currently puts Samohi in second place,
behind Peninsula, and in front of
Leuzinger, West Torrance, and Mira Costa.

The win not only helped the Vikings in
the Bay League standings, but made up
for their sub-par play against Torrance.
Five minutes into the Leuzinger game it
appeared that Samohi was still slumber-
ing from the Torrance game.

Midfielder Olvera of Leuzinger
scored the first goal of the game on an
18-yard free kick. Olvera’s shot bent
around the Viking defensive wall and
into the upper left hand corner. The
Viking attack soon followed and in the
10th minute, junior forward Barry
Jackson, intercepted a misguided shot by
senior midfielder Josh Rodriguez.
Jackson, who stood six yards away from
the Leuzinger goal, tucked his shot into
the back lower right hand corner to tie the

SMC basketball teams advance

By Daily Press staff

game at one.

Then in the 21st minute Jackson scored
his 10th goal of the season, giving the
Vikings the lead, and the win. On a far
right side cross by junior midfielder
Andrew Marinez, junior midfielder Carlos
Lopez ran in from the left side to redirect
the cross back towards the Leuzinger goal.
Jackson anticipated the redirected ball and
headed it into the upper left hand corner
past the diving goalkeeper.

For the remainder of the game, the
Vikings continued to press against the
Leuzinger goal, coming close to scoring
again at least four times.

Great hustle and play came from defend-
ers Johnny Dahlem, Micheal Eyler, and
Cem Mangir, and the midfield play from
Artur Szcznepanek, Jordan Kurland, Ryan
Natale, and Corey Prost controlled the pace
and tempo in favor of Santa Monica.

This week the Vikings will play their
last two cross league games. They will
travel to Hawthorne on Wednesday for 3
p.m. kickoff, and will host Beverly Hills
on Friday at John Adams Middle School.

The Vikings record is 12-6-1 and
overall 5-2 in the league.

Santa Monica College Men’s and Women’s basketball teams have jumped up in

state polls.

The SMC women lost their first conference game to No. 10 LA Valley but returned
Saturday to easily defeat Citrus College. SMC is now ranked 15th in Southern
California, moving up from their previous tie in 19th place.

The SMC men remain undefeated in conference after a close win over No. 8 LA
Valley and a come from behind win over No. 11 Citrus.

The previously unranked Corsairs jumped to No. 15 in the state poll and No. 7 in
Southern California. SMC will finish the first round of the Western States conference
on Thursday when they travel to Glendale College where they have not won since the
1998-99 season. Glendale also defeated Santa Monica in the consolation finals of the

Rio Hondo tournament in early December.
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Do homework before buying a car, advocates recommend

DEALERS, from page 1

was given one deal by a Honda of Santa
Monica salesperson on the showroom
floor and an entirely different deal by Ali
Hussain, the former head of the dealer-
ship’s finance department.

He said he was told by Hussain that if
he wanted to buy a new Honda Civic
hybrid, he would have to put down anoth-
er $1,000, pay $50 more each month and

extend the life of the loan for another year.
Fung also had to agree to a $1,600
extended service contract, which he didn’t
want, in order to get favorable financing,
he said.

Under state law, changing the condi-
tions of an automobile sale after the initial
deal is agreed upon is illegal. If financing
cannot be arranged, the deal is off and the
down payment must be returned, accord-
ing to the Los Angeles County

City considers response to
Coastal Commission ruling

PARKING, from page 1

The commission — which has jurisdic-
tion over areas a mile from the beach
along the state’s entire coast — signed off
on the plan as long as the Embassy Hotel
is given permits for its guests.

However, city officials say by law they
can’t comply with the Commission’s ruling.

“Right now city ordinances do not
authorize the issuance of permits to (any-
thing other than homes),” said Suzanne
Frick, director of Planning and Community
Development. “The ruling is actually con-
trary to existing laws in the city.

“It’s not that easy to accept and change
the ordinance,” she added. “We have to
look at what all the options are.”

City officials are still deciding whether
they will accept the commission’s ruling,
ask it to reconsider or challenge it in court.
The City Council will likely have to weigh
in on the issue by early next month to give
city officials guidance on how to respond.

Some residents and the hotel’s man-
agement have said the ruling is fair, and
they see no problem giving the landmark
1920’s hotel — located at the intersection
of Third Street and Washington Avenue
— a street parking permit for each of its
19 rooms.

There are more than 50 preferential
parking zones established in the city that
allow only residents to park in their
neighborhoods during certain times of the
day and night.

Hotel employees view a possible city
appeal as an attack on their livelihood, said
Ray Breen, the hotel’s general manager.

“The only problem the city has with
that decision is with the hotel getting spe-
cial treatment,” Breen said. “They have
no problem with the preferential parking,
only giving us special consideration.

“The way we see it, they are spending
all this time and money for one reason and
one reason only, and that’s to put us out of
business,” he added.

Frick said that’s not the case. She said
before the commission’s ruling, the city
has tried to negotiate with the hotel to
install meters in front of its entrance and
add loading zones for easy access. City
officials also have suggested alternative
locations for its guests to park.

So far, none of the negotiations with
the hotel have been successful, Frick said.

“As we have said many times, we are
willing and wanting to work through their
parking problems,” she said. “We want to
continue to work together to identify
solutions.”

Breen said the hotel’s recommendation
that angle street parking be introduced to
the block to fit more cars was shot down
by city officials. He added that the city
hasn’t been a “joy” to work with so far.

“After dealing with the city for so long
— and getting no joy from them — and

File photo
An unidentified resident and Sonja
Braga, who live on Third Street north
of Wilshire Boulevard, may soon not
have to retrieve their cars in their

pajamas late at night when the
crowds have left so they can park in
front of their homes. A new district
may be created that could boot non-
residents from parking in the neigh-
borhood.

even though we are a historic building, we
could get no special considerations,” he
said. “So we were surprised but delighted
with the commission’s decision.
However, it’s just a matter to see if it’s
actually implemented.”

The hotel has no parking of its own,
Breen said. When guests stay at the hotel,
they must fend for themselves to find
street parking — just like residents in the
neighborhood and visitors to the
Promenade.

Even though the preferential parking
district has been approved, not every
block has submitted the necessary signa-
tures and paper work for their neighbor-
hood to be included.

Only three of the 26 blocks in the pro-
posed district have submitted completed
petitions for preferential parking, Frick said.

And the block with the Embassy Hotel
is not one of the three blocks that have
qualified.

“In my mind there are a multitude of
options available to the city and we
haven’t landed on the one to pursue,” she
said. “If we implemented it now, it
wouldn’t apply to that block (with the
Embassy Hotel) because they haven’t
submitted a petition at this point.”

But with downtown Santa Monica
becoming the center of commerce for the
city, Breen said it’s only a matter of time
before adding preferential parking to the
hotel’s block becomes an issue — espe-
cially because many employees of restau-
rants and shops along Wilshire Boulevard
park on the side streets instead of paying
for parking, Breen said.

“It’s a free country but they are obvi-
ously stealing spaces from the residents,”
he said.

where multiple sales people are used to

to better suit the dealership. After sitting

most consumers shrug off having to pay a

Department of Consumer Affairs.

The tactic is called the “Turn Over
House,” according to Radinsky. And it’s a
common practice among dealerships

deal with the same customer.

First, the greeter helps the customer
select a vehicle, and then turns the negotiat-
ing over to another sales person whose job
is to negotiate the price and close the deal.

The customer is then passed on to
another salesperson who arranges financ-
ing, and who changes the terms of the deal

at the dealership for hours, Radinsky said

few hundred dollars more.

officers the location of a stolen car.

Ciampi said she was told by finance
department employee Hamid Khaki that
without the system, she would have to pay
$50 a month more to her car insurance
provider.

Two days later she found no insurers
would give a LoJack discount, and the
dealership allegedly refused to take the
device off her lease. They told her it
couldn’t be done because of the interest
rate on her loan, she said.

If the dealership makes false or mis-
leading statements to make a sale, the
contract can be made void, according to
consumer advocates.

“The most common problem with car

made by the greeter were not honored,”

wear down the consumer.”

the vehicle home before financing is final-

tomers lease vehicles because the month-

with a certain down payment Ciampi
— the highest she said she was willing to

pay, she claimed.

up the monthly payments $50 because she
was told her vehicle required LoJack, a

“Often you can get the best price through a
dealership, but it's going to involve some sweating
it out with these sales people”

— ADAM RADINSKY
Deputy City Attorney

“This arrangement is completely ille-
gal because the original arrangements

Radinsky said. “And this arrangement is
designed to confuse and psychologically

And if the dealer lets a car buyer take

ized, the dealer cannot charge for miles
driven if the deal goes bad.

Another practice that many consumers
complain about are dealerships that pres-
sure car buyers into leasing their vehicles.
Dealerships make more money when cus-

ly payments are for use of the vehicle
instead of owning it.

“It’s typically a worse arrangement for
a consumer,” Radinsky said. “And it’s an
area where many abuses occur.”

Holly Ciampi of Pacific Palisades said
she experienced poor treatment by the
Santa Monica dealership over a 2001
Honda Passport she leased in July 2001.
The saleswoman worked it out so that

could have the vehicle for $300 a month

The finance department allegedly
increased the down payment and jacked

silent alarm that gives law enforcement

sales are false and misleading statements
by the dealer made to confuse the con-
sumer,” Radinsky said. “Consumers need
to know it’s against the law for a dealer to
make a false or misleading statement just
to make a sale.”

Tacking on extra features and extended
warranties are very profitable for dealer-
ships, and consumers are advised to look
closely at what they are agreeing to,
Radinsky said.

Many times the extended warranties
being offered by the dealerships are limited
to the electrical system or a vehicle’s drive
train, and they are separate from the war-
ranties that come from the manufacturer.

If potential car buyers aren’t comfort-
able with the negotiating process at deal-
erships, consumer advocates recommend
bringing along some one who is experi-
enced at negotiating. Or, they recommend
using a car buying service that cuts the
dealership out completely.

“Often you can get the best price
through a dealership,” Radinsky said, “but
it’s going to involve some sweating it out
with these sales people.”

Consumers with complaints against
Santa Monica car dealerships may contact
the City Attorney’s office at (310) 458-
8336. If the complaint is against an out-
side dealership, consumers may call the
Los Angeles County Department of
Consumer Affairs at (213) 974-1452.

EDITORIAL
CARTOONS

ON YOUR

---r.E % COFFEE TABLEI

Celebrating SMPP's
ﬁnnﬂ;,;sary’

~110pp. signed by fhe Arfist
-Soiftamer $1500 S10/Bath $20

OF THE YEAR

ERRSH 08 MOWEY DEDER

T 2002

ﬂt&'ﬂm?ﬁ
E EING

er e

?ﬁwﬁ;'ﬂmm Dalt} Press

o L
2801 Doohd Tare BLvi.
=300
SRUTA MOMICA, ThA

20405




Page 8 0 Tuesday, January 28, 2003 0 Santa Monica Daily Press

SANTA MONICA SCENE

your complete gulds 1o cullnary entartalnmant

Keep an eye out
for the most
comprehensive,
up to date dining
and entertainment
guide available in
Santa Monica.

BROUGHT TO

YOU EVERY DAY

For listing reservations
call your rep at:

(31 0) 458-7737

STATE

Rowdy Raider fans ruin their city

Overturned newspaper boxes and benches are seen on Monday in
Oakland after overnight vandalism. Rowdy crowds took to the streets after
the Oakland Raiders’ Super Bowl defeat and left parts of the city strewn
with broken glass, charred hulks of burned cars and a fast-food restaurant
with nearly every window broken. At least 25 people were arrested, most-
ly for public drunkenness, authorities said.

Ben Margot/Associated Press

Robert Rockwell dies at 82

By The Associated Press

MALIBU — Robert Rockwell, who
played Philip Boynton, the shy biology
teacher and love interest for Eve Arden in
the 1950s television sitcom “Our Miss
Brooks,” has died, his family said
Monday. He was 82.

Rockwell, who had cancer, died Saturday
surrounded by relatives at his Malibu home,
according to his wife, Elizabeth.

He is the second cast member from “Our
Miss Brooks” to die this month. Richard
Crenna, who played the squeaky-voiced
student Walter Denton, died Jan. 17.

“Our Miss Brooks,” which began as a
radio sitcom, was the most celebrated role
of Rockwell’s career. He was part of
dozens of radio programs and appeared in
more than 350 television shows spanning
50 years.

Among them were television sitcoms
such as “Growing Pains” and “Diff’rent
Strokes,” daytime series such as “Search
for Tomorrow” and “Days of Our Lives,”
and westerns, including his own series,
“Man From Blackhawk.” He also guest-
starred on “The Lone Ranger,” “The

Loretta Young Show” — playing Young’s
husband in each appearance — “Perry
Mason,” “Lassie,” “Newhart” and
“Beverly Hills 90210.”

Beginning his film career as a contract
player at Republic Pictures, Rockwell
acted in more than 30 films, including
“War of the Worlds.”

Rockwell’s work in more than 200
commercials and voiceovers was high-
lighted by a long-running television spot
for Werthers Original Candy, portraying
an armchair grandfather treating his
grandson to a piece of candy.

He was a founding member of the
California Artists Radio Theatre and lent
his talents to many of their broadcasts.

Rockwell was born in Illinois but lived
here for more than 45 years.

Rockwell is survived by his wife of 60
years and his five children: Susan
Maddox of Wallingford, Conn; Dr. Robert

Rockwell, Jr. of Yakima, Wa.; Jeffrey
Rockwell of Beverly Hills; Gregory
Rockwell of Topanga; and Alison

Rockwell of Malibu. He’s also survived
by eight grandchildren and six great-
grandchildren.

Study finds gas prices climbed
nearly 1 1/2 cents nationwide

By The Associated Press

CAMARILLO — Gas prices rose
nearly 1 1/2 cents per gallon over the past
two weeks, an industry analyst said.

The average weighted price for gas
nationwide, including all grades and
taxes, was about $1.52 per gallon on
Friday, according to the Lundberg Survey
of 8,000 stations nationwide. Gas cost just
over $1.50 a gallon on Jan. 10, the date of
the last Lundberg Survey.

A number of factors contributed to the
rise: a continuing oil production strike in
Venezuela, a fear of war in the Middle East,
cold weather on the East Coast and the
addition of a costlier gasoline additive in
California, Trilby Lundberg said Sunday.

California is phasing out the use of

methyl tertiary butyl ether, or MTBE, an
additive that is blamed for polluting
drinking water after it leaked from storage
tanks. Some refineries are beginning to
replace it with ethanol, a corn-based fuel
additive that is more expensive but better
for the environment, Lundberg said.

That has increased prices in California,
which in turn pushed up the nationwide
average, Lundberg said.

Federal law requires gasoline to contain a
2 percent oxygen additive — such as MTBE
or ethanol — to cut down on air pollution.

The national weighted average price of
gasoline, including taxes, at self-serve
pumps Friday was about $1.49 per gallon
for regular, $1.58 for mid-grade and $1.67
for premium.
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Research connects sleep
to heart disease in women

BY GEOFFREY WHITE

Associated Press Writer

CHICAGO — Too little sleep — or
too much — may raise the risk of devel-
oping heart disease, according to a study
of nearly 72,000 nurses.

Women who averaged five hours or
less of sleep a night were 39 percent more
likely to develop heart disease than
women who got eight hours. Those sleep-
ing six hours a night had an 18 percent
higher risk of developing blocked arteries
than the eight-hour sleepers.

And nine or more hours of shuteye was
associated with a 37 percent higher risk of
heart disease. Researchers could not
explain that finding, but suggested those
women might have slept more because of
underlying illnesses.

“People should start thinking of ade-
quate sleep not as a luxury but more as a
component of a healthy lifestyle,” said Dr.
Najib Ayas, a sleep disorders specialist
who was at Harvard-affiliated Brigham
and Women’s Hospital in Boston when he
led the study.

The researchers suggested that getting
enough sleep may be nearly as important to
heart health as eating right and exercising.
And they pointed out a recent poll that

found that about one in three Americans
has long-term sleep deprivation.

The study was published in Monday’s
Archives of Internal Medicine.

The researchers could not say for certain
whether the findings apply to men, too. But
other research strongly suggests so.

Previous studies of men and women
found short-term sleep deprivation can
raise blood pressure and levels of the
stress hormone cortisol, lower glucose
tolerance and lead to variations in heart
rate — all precursors of heart disease.

Phyllis Zee, director of the sleep disor-
ders center at Northwestern Memorial
Hospital, said the findings show that doc-
tors should be asking their patients about
sleep habits. And if those patients are los-
ing sleep by choice, “they may want to
rethink their priorities,” Zee said.

Researchers examined 10 years of data
on 71,617 participants in Harvard’s
Nurses” Health Study, which tracked
female nurses for a variety of studies. The
women were ages 45 to 65 and had no sign
of heart disease at the outset in 1986. Over
10 years, 934 of the women had nonfatal
heart attacks or died of heart disease.

The study relied on the nurses’ recol-
lection of their sleep patterns rather than
directly measuring their sleep.

Passengers asked to be
weighed on smaller planes

BY LESLIE MILLER

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Airlines will
begin checking this weekend to find out
how much some passengers weigh before
they can board 10- to 19-seat planes.

The Federal Aviation Administration
ordered the weigh-ins Monday to deter-
mine whether current weight estimates
are accurate. It’s a question of safety for
smaller planes, and passengers who refuse
to go along could be barred from a flight.

The FAA also issued an order requiring
inspections of elevators on all Beech 1900
series planes. The elevator is a flap on the
tail that moves up and down and causes
the plane to climb or dive.

Investigators are looking at weight and
elevator malfunction as possible contribut-
ing causes of the Jan. 8 crash of a 19-seat
Beech 1900 turboprop in Charlotte, N.C..
All 21 people aboard died.

Debby McElroy, president of the
Regional Airlines Association, which is
working with the FAA, said airlines are
being asked to weigh passengers and bags
over three days within the next month at
about a third of the airports used by air-
craft carrying 10 to 19 passengers.

The survey will affect passengers on
about 200 Jetstream 31s, Metro 23s and
Beech 1900s, McElroy said.

All bags will be weighed, but the FAA
is letting the airlines decide whether
they’ll require passengers to step on scales
or simply ask them how much they weigh.

The agency will allow airlines to add 10
pounds to each passenger because some
people may underestimate their weight.

Passengers who refuse to divulge their
weight can be barred from the flight, the
FAA said.

The FAA lets airlines estimate that an
adult passenger flying in winter averages

185 pounds, including clothing and carry-
ons, said Lou Cusimano, FAA’s deputy
director of flight standards service. The
same passenger is calculated at 180
pounds during summer travel.

Children ages 2 to 12 are estimated to
weigh 80 pounds in winter and summer,
he said, and each checked bag is calculat-
ed to weigh an average of 25 pounds for a
domestic flight and 30 pounds for interna-
tional travel.

Some believe those estimates may be
too low because Americans and their carry-
on bags have gotten larger, and checked
bags often weigh more than 25 pounds.

Adult men averaged 180.7 pounds in
1994, the most recent year in which sta-
tistics from the Center for Disease
Control and Prevention are available.

Cusimano said the FAA still believes
the weight estimates are valid but wants to
check to be sure.

David Stempler, president of the Air
Travelers Association, thinks the agency
will find the estimates are way too low.

“People go out with these roll bags that
weigh 40 to 50 pounds,” he said.

The maximum takeoff weight for the
Beech 1900 that crashed in Charlotte is
just over 17,000 pounds. The National
Transportation Safety Board said the
plane’s documentation shows it was with-
in 100 pounds of that weight.

Investigators also are looking at weight
distribution, which is just as important as
total weight because it affects an aircraft’s
center of gravity. Too many bags in the
rear compartment or a few large people in
the back could change a small plane’s
center of gravity and make it more much
difficult to fly.

For that reason, FAA inspectors are
checking each 10- to 19-seat plane to
make sure bags are properly restrained so
they don’t shift during flight.
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U.N. report bolsters case
on Iraq; Powell warns
that time is runnlng out

BY EDITH M. LEDERER

Associated Press Writer

UNITED NATIONS — U.N. weapons
inspectors bolstered the United States’
case Monday that Iraq has failed to coop-
erate with them wholeheartedly, but also
called for at least a “few months” to give
the process time to avert a war.

The United States rejected Iraq’s
response to U.N. disarmament demands
as inadequate, with Secretary of State
Colin Powell warning that Saddam
Hussein has “not much more time” to
“turn on the light” about his weapons pro-
grams. China, Russia and France coun-
tered that the reports support the need for
inspectors to continue to do their work.

In a toughly worded critique 60 days
after inspections began, chief inspector
Hans Blix charged that Iraq has never
genuinely accepted U.N. resolutions
demanding its disarmament and warned
that “cooperation on substance” is neces-
sary for a peaceful solution.

“Iraq appears not to have come to a
genuine acceptance, not even today, of the
disarmament that was demanded of it,”
Blix said.

He said Iraq failed to provide inspec-
tors evidence supporting claims that they
indeed had destroyed their weapons, such
as the deadly nerve agent VX, anthrax and
Scud-type missiles with a range of more
than 90 miles.

Blix said his teams now believe Iraq’s
claims that it was unsuccessful in produc-
ing VX were untrue. “There are indica-
tions that the agent was weaponized,”
Blix said. Inspectors have also discovered
a mustard gas precursor during recent
inspections.

Mohamed ElBaradei, who heads the
U.N. nuclear control agency, said nuclear
inspections of 106 sites had turned up no
evidence so far that Iraq was reviving its
nuclear program. With Iraq’s cooperation,
he said, “we should be able within the
next few months to provide credible
assurance that Iraq has no nuclear
weapons programs.”

“These few months would be a valu-
able investment in peace because it could
help avoid a war,” ElBaradei told the
council.

While ElBaradei asked for more time
to carry out inspections, Blix made no
request to continue working in his 15-
page report, delivered at an open council

meeting.
In closed-door consultations after the
reports, U.S.  Ambassador  John

Negroponte pointedly asked Blix and
ElBaradei how much time they needed to
conclusively determine whether Iraq was
complying with its obligations, diplomats
told The Associated Press on condition of
anonymity.

Blix is planning to present a list of
Iraq’s “key remaining disarmament tasks”
in late March, as called for in a December
1999 resolution, unless specifically told
otherwise by the council, Buchanan said.

The Pentagon pushed ahead with war
preparations that would position more
than 150,000 troops and four aircraft car-
rier battle groups, each with more than 70
warplanes, in the Persian Gulf region by
the end of February.

Richard Drew/Associated Press
Nations chief weapons inspector Hans
Blix, right, speaks to the U.N. Security

Council as International Atomic
Energy Agency chief Mohamed
ElBaradei, left, listens at U.N. head-

quarters on Monday.

The White House also prepared to
release new evidence to support its
charges that Saddam remains defiant and
heads a regime with ties to the al-Qaida
terrorist organization.

“What we can’t do is just keep kicking
the can down the road in the absence of a

change in policy and attitude” in
Baghdad, Powell said at a State
Department news conference, even

though he acquiesced to additional U.N.
inspections.

Campaigning for leud

Next to a poster of Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, a young Likud supporter
places an electoral campaign banner in downtown Jerusalem on Monday, a
day before the Israeli general elections. Polls predict that Sharon’s Likud
party will win a majority of the votes in Tuesday’s election which will allow
Sharon to lead a new coalition. Next to Sharon’s portrait are signs from a
right wing religious party reading,“Only a strong religious camp will ensure
that Sharon will have a Jewish government.”

Enric Maru/Assocnated Press

In their reports, both Blix and
ElBaradei complained that Iraqi scientists
were not submitting to private interviews.
But ElBaradei said the Iraqis were coop-
erating with his questions and said the
process shouldn’t be hampered by dead-
lines.

Under Security Council Resolution
1441, crafted by Washington and adopted
by an unanimous council in November,
inspectors don’t need to prove Iraq is
rearming.

Blix said three questions remain unan-
swered:

— How much illicit weapons material
might remain undeclared and intact from
before the Persian Gulf War in 1991 and
possible thereafter.

— What, if anything was illegally pro-
cured or produced after 1998, when
inspectors left Baghdad.

— How can the world prevent any
weapons of mass destruction from being
produced or procured in the future.

Corporate leaders at World Economic Forum
say effort to rebuild public trust underway

BY NAOMI KOPPEL

Associated Press Writer

DAVOS, Switzerland — Corporate
leaders at the World Economic Forum
turned their attention Monday to the offi-
cial theme of the conference — how to
restore public confidence in business.

“We are dealing with this issue head
on,” J.T. Battenberg III, chief executive of
U.S. auto supplier Delphi, told the forum,
an annual meeting of 2,300 government
and business leaders.

The crisis of confidence was brought
on by scandals like the collapse of U.S.
energy trader Enron. Several at the forum
called for a new commitment to old-fash-
ioned business ethics instead of relying
completely on the laws and rules affecting
corporate governance.

“We no longer live in a world where
business can say, ’Trust us. We’ll do it
right,” but one where the public will say,
’Show me you’ll do it right,”” said Jaap
Winter, former legal adviser to Unilever.

“Business must not only do the right
thing but be seen to do the right thing,”
said Winter, who led a group of experts on
corporate governance and accounting
issues for EU finance ministers last year.

The official of this year’s forum was
“building trust,” but the meetings have
been overshadowed by the U.S. threat of
war against Iraq.

Business and government leaders at
the forum also showed signs that they
have moved closer to solving a problem

that has threatened to bring global trade
negotiations to a halt.

Intensive talks among the heads of
pharmaceutical companies, South African
trade minister Alec Erwin and other trade
officials made progress in finding ways to
ensure poor countries can afford vital
medicines, said Supachai Panitchpakdi,
director-general of the World Trade
Organization.

“Business must not
only do the right thing
but be seen to do the

right thing.”

— JAAP WINTER
Former legal adviser to Unilever

“In the last few days I thought (drug
companies) have shown the kind of
understanding that really we aren’t that
far apart and we should still be looking
for a possible solution,” Supachai, who
also participated in the talks, told
reporters. “What we heard at the meeting
was encouraging.”

Negotiations on the issue collapsed
late last year after the United States
refused to agree to a plan that would have
let poor countries in certain circumstances

override patents and order cheap, generic
drugs from foreign companies to treat dis-
eases such as HIV/AIDS, malaria and
tuberculosis.

Discussions are due to restart Tuesday
at the WTO’s headquarters in Geneva.

The forum, in the posh Alpine resort of
Davos, has been criticized by some
activists as putting corporate profit ahead
of improvements for the world’s poorest
people.

But on Sunday, the new leftist presi-
dent of Brazil, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva,
expressed hope that the forum can be
brought closer to the opposition World
Social Forum, where Silva also spoke
before coming to Davos.

“This is like a simple negotiation
between a labor unionist and an employ-
er,” he said. “Once they sit at the bargain-
ing table, we can see there are many top-
ics that can be improved so we can reach
an agreement.”

On Sunday, U.S. Secretary of State
Colin Powell called to the nations of the
world to back the Bush administration in
a potential war with Iraq.

“History will judge us whether we have
the strength, the fortitude and the willing-
ness to take that next step,” he said.

Jordan’s King Abdullah told the lead-
ers in the next session that there was little
chance of avoiding war in Iraq. “We’re a
bit too little too late,” he said. “Today I
think the mechanisms are in place ... It
would take a miracle to find dialogue and
a peaceful solution.”



Santa Monica Daily Press 0 Tuesday, January 28, 2003 0 Page 11

SPORTS

Dexter Jackson is this year ’s Super Bowl MVP

BY HAL BOCK
AP Sports Writer

SAN  DIEGO
Dexter Jackson grinned
broadly and gripped the
Super Bowl MVP trophy
tightly, as if it were one of
Rich Gannon’s passes.

Jackson had two of
Tampa Bay’s five record
interceptions Sunday in the
Bucs’ 48-21 Super Bowl
victory over Oakland.

The other three picks —
two by Dwight Smith and
another by Derrick Brooks
— were returned for touch-
downs. Jackson’s two
grabs, however, turned the
flow of the game Tampa
Bay’s way and earned him
the MVP trophy.

And once he had it, he
wasn’t letting go.

“Me and a couple of

be a big difference in this
game. The opportunities
came my way and I was
able capitalize on them.”

After the MVP was
announced, Jackson said
All-Pro  defensive
Simeon Rice, who had two
sacks and easily could have
won the award, said the
right player was selected.

“He said "We’re a unit,’
“ Jackson said. “That’s the
way we think. The stars
and the rest of us are all the
same.”

Jackson began Oakland’s
downfall when he intercept-
ed Gannon’s pass on the last

end [IR

play of the first quarter. That [F=

started Tampa Bay on the
way to Martin Gramatica’s
43-yard field goal early in
the second quarter that gave
the Bucs the lead for good at
6-3.

Mark J. Terrill/Associated Press

Tampa Bay Buccaneers Dexter Jackson holds up the
Vince Lombardi Trophy signifying his team's Super

guys on the team were
watching TV and they
were talking about the
MVP,” Jackson said. “I
said, ‘Hey, man, they ain’t
thrown the ball yet.” I can

pass,

On the next possession,

this time at the
Oakland 45. The Bucs did
not score on the ensuing

Bowl XXXVII victory in San Diego on Sunday.

possession but got the field
position that led to Mike

Super Bowl television rating
up 1 percent; best since 2000

BY HOWARD FENDRICH
AP Sports Writer

NEW YORK — This lopsided Super
Bowl had the second-most TV viewers in
NFL title game history: 137.65 million.

ABC’s telecast of the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers’ 48-21 victory over the
Oakland Raiders on Sunday registered a
national rating of 40.7 — 1 percent high-
er than last year and the best since 2000.

That means an average of 40.7 percent
of the country’s TV homes were watching
at any given moment.

The viewership estimate, based on
everyone who watched at least six min-
utes, puts Sunday’s game second only to
the 1996 Super Bowl between the Dallas
Cowboys and Pittsburgh Steelers, which
was seen by 138.5 million on NBC.

Last year’s game was watched by
131.7 million on Fox.

The Super Bowl is often the most-
watched TV program each year, and nine
of the 15 highest-rated shows in history
are NFL championship games.

In 2002, the New England Patriots’
20-17 upset of the St. Louis Rams on a
final-play field goal had a 40.4 national
rating on Fox. That tied 2001 for the
fourth-lowest rating for a Super Bowl
since 1972. Sunday’s game ranks 27th of
the 32 Super Bowls since then; of course,
cable and the Internet have lowered
broadcast ratings in general.

On the other hand, because more peo-
ple own TVs, lower ratings can still trans-
late to higher viewership.

The 2000 rating was 43.2 for ABC’s
telecast of St. Louis’ 23-16 victory over
Tennessee.

Viewership was consistently high
throughout Sunday’s broadcast, starting
with 38.8 from 6:30-7 p.m. and rising to
41.5 by the end of the second quarter.
Even halftime was popular, with a 40.1
rating from 8-8:30 p.m.

The audience — which advertisers paid
ABC an average of just over $2 million per
30-second commercial to reach — dipped
from 9-9:30 p.m., during which time
Tampa Bay enjoyed its biggest lead, 34-3.

It was in that segment that officials
reviewed a ruling that negated a possible
touchdown by the Raiders with a little more
than two minutes left in the third quarter.

As ABC’s broadcasters discussed
whether the touchdown should have
counted, play-by-play announcer Al
Michaels said with a laugh to analyst John
Madden: “Anything to hold an audience
at this point.”

With about six minutes remaining in the
game, Oakland wideout Jerry Rice’s touch-
down cut his team’s deficit to 34-21,
prompting Michaels to say, hope in his
voice: “Well, for what it’s worth, at least the
Raiders are CLEARLY back in the game.”

Indeed, Oakland’s mini-rally probably
helped bring viewers back to the game.
The rating rose a bit from 9:30-10 p.m.,
and hit its peak for the final 18 minutes,
from 10-10:18 p.m., with 42.4 percent of
the country tuning in.

“There was a significant interest in the
game: the matchups, the coaching story
with Jon Gruden,” said Neal Pilson, for-
mer president of CBS Sports and now a
consultant. “And the game kind of res-
cued itself late in the third quarter, when
Oakland scored a couple of touchdowns.
We were headed for a real blowout.”

The record rating for a Super Bowl is
the 49.1 that CBS got for San Francisco’s
26-21 victory over Cincinnati in 1982.

The good ratings for this year’s Super
Bowl will benefit next year’s broadcaster,
CBS, which will sell its ad time based
largely on how many viewers were
reached this time.

“The biggest benefactor is CBS,”
Pilson said. “ABC doesn’t get a single
nickel more or less.”

Jackson, who was chosen Super Bowl MVP, had two
Jackson picked off another Of Tampa Bay's five interceptions in the Buccaneers’
48-21 rout of the Oakland Raiders.

Alstott’s touchdown that
made it 13-3. When the
Bucs scored again before
halftime, the rout was on.
And the more Gannon
tried to repair the damage,
the more Tampa Bay’s
defense took advantage.
“We’re one of the best
of all-time. We’re a great

defense,” Jackson said.
“You never can say you’re
the best. We’re one of the
best. They know now, they
know tonight, we’re for
real.

“I share this with the
whole secondary,” he said,
clutching the MVP trophy.

Jackson was only the
eighth defensive player —
and third defensive back —
to win the MVP award in
the 37-year history of this
game. He also was over-

d shadowed on the league’s

No. 1 defense by higher
profile players such as
Brooks, the defensive play-
er of the year, and Warren
Sapp, Simeon Rice, John

il Lynch and Ronde Barber.

“When I first came to
the team, I knew they had
some great players like the
Sapps, the Lynches and the
Brookses,” Jackson said.
“These guys came from
nothing and came together
as a championship caliber
team. I’'m happy for the
city of Tampa.”

Jackson was a quarter-
back in high school, one of
the most highly recruited
in the state of Florida.
When he got to Florida
State, he was converted
into a defensive back.

“Good hands,” he said,
winking.

He was a fourth-round
draft choice of the Bucs in
1999 and became an
important cog in the NFL’s
No. 1 defense. In the Super
Bowl, the Bucs held
Oakland’s offense, No. 1
in the league, to 19 yards
rushing and 11 first downs.

“Gannon throws 40 to
50 times. Opportunities
came my way and I capi-
talized on it,” Jackson said.
“During the season, people
don’t  challenge  our
defense. He tried to make
some plays, and I was able
to capitalize.

“Gannon started getting
frustrated a lot, which led
him into more trouble,”
said Jackson, who returned
his interceptions for 34
yards and had two tackles.
“He was moving his feet a
lot faster. He had happy
feet.”

Jackson’s three inter-
ceptions this season were a
career high. On a defense
crammed with high-profile
stars, he was largely over-
looked.

Gannon made that same
mistake on Sunday and it
turned into the MVP award
for Jackson.
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by Chuck Shepard Billy Joel covers

early Jan & Dean hit:

Woman fined $600 for invading privacy ‘Dead Man's Curve®

m In November, Blair MacKay, 32, was fined about $600 for invasion of privacy by a court in
Dingwall, England, after testimony that he had barged into a neighbor’s apartment and asserted, “I
don’t listen to phone conversations,” after the woman had just minutes earlier told her companion ————————
over the phone that Blair MacKay was probably listening to them. '

m The Agence France-Presse news service reported in October that a German police surveillance
campaign had been compromised when a software mix-up by the O2 mobile phone company mis-

takenly notified criminal suspects that their phones were being tapped from a voice-mail phone .
whose number was printed on their September bill. *Got Well Soon!
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CLASSIFIEDS

Santa Yonica Dailp Wress

Advertise with the only daily gig in town!

Classiftie

ds

$250 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.

Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business
opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative

Employment

For Sale

Furniture

Pets

Boats

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos Rent

Houses for Rent

Roomates

Commerical Lease

Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage

Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities

Yard Sales

Health and Beauty

Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found

Personals
Obituaries

APARTMENT ASSISTANT
Managers team needed. Best
pay & benefits. Fax resume to
(310)451-1628.

EXPERIENCED SERVICE Deli
Counter  Person/Food  Prep.
FT/PT. Friendly, good custom-
er service skills. Must be able to
work weekends and evenings.
Call Richard 8am-10am
(310)452-6604 or fax resume to
(310)452-3364.

FASHION FUN! Searching for
energetic person, professional
attitude, detailed oriented, out-
going. Good with  public,
phones, general office, comput-
er literate and clerical duties.
Hrs. 10-3. Fax H20HH!
(310)393-8590.

PART TIME counter help want-
ed for Santa Monica small busi-
ness. (310)451-9785

PART TIME/ Full Time front of-
fice help wanted for busy Santa
Monica  Chiropractic ~ Office
(310)998-5899 or fax (310)998-
5896

THE DAILY Press is seeking a
full time circulation manager.
The position requires early
hours (2am to 7am), six days
per week. Candidate must be
motivated, efficient and possess
a desire to win. Must have relia-
ble transportation and clean
driving record. Long term posi-
tion, aggressive pay. Fax re-
sume and cover letter to 310-
576-9913, or call 310-458-7737
x 104.

[ Forsae |

LINCOLN 1994 Continental.
Excellent condition, low miles,
full power. $5,500.00 or B.O.
(310)477-1680

Baby Stuff

"SNUGGLE NEST" For safe co-
sleeping. Opened and washed,
but never used. $25 (original
price is $50 to $60) Contact Ni-

na at (310)395-7321.

Furniture

7 PIECE Bedroom Set. All
brand new! Wood sleigh bed,
mattress set, nightstand, and
more. Moving and must sell!
List $2500. Giveaway $795.
(310)350-3814.

BEDROOM FURNITURE: Full
size dresser with large mirror,
two bedside tables. Old, but
good condition, $75. Contact
Nina at (310)395-7321.

BRAND NEW couch & love
seat. Overstuffed, light green.
$500 OBO. (310)829-3948

CHERRY SLEIGH Bed. Solid
wood. Still in box. List $795.
Sacrafice $295. (310)350-3814

QUEEN DOUBLE Pillowtop
Matress Set. Plush, name
brand, still in plastic. Warranty.
Was $595. Sacrafice $175.
(310)350-3814.

ITALIAN LEATHER Sofa &
Loveseat. Brand new, still in
crate from designer home
show. List $3000. Sacrifice
$995. Must selll Will deliver!
(310)350-3814.

KING DOUBLE Pillowtop Ma-
tress Set. Brand new, brand
name. Must sell! List $895. Sac-
rafice $295. (310)350-3814

QUEEN ORTHO Matress Set.
New, still in plastic w/warranty.
Must sell. $125 (310)350-3814.

[ ewely |

NIGHT FASHION ACCESSORY
Light up/Sparkling/Flashing
Necklace. Convenient for disco
clubs, concerts, spiritual, per-
sonal fun. Available in a cross
and a heart. Teddy Bear back-
packs available also. Feel love
for yourself or love for someone
else. (310)358-6535.

[ vaned |

BABY CRIB - Contact Nina at
(310)395-7321.

CASH FOR ANTIQUES,
COLLECTIBLES, ESTATE
JEWELRY, DISHES, PHO-
TOS, X-MAS DECORA-
TIONS. 40YRS. OR OLD-
ER BUYING ESTATES OR
ONE ITEM.
(310)393-1111

CLASSIC & SPORTS Cars.
American, English or European.
Running or not. Cash paid.
Sportscar LA (310)398-2198

MONTANA: DISCOVERY  Ski
Mt./Georgetown Lake. Large 4
Bedroom house. Great views.
Ski, snowmobile, ice fish, snow
shoe. $1200 a week (310)899-
3777.

[ Forrent |

BEVERLY HILLS ADJ.
$1550.00 Vintage 2 story
1920’s duplex. Master Bed-
room, ent. ctr, 2 BDR/1BA,
livng rm, eat-in kitchen, bright,
Mexican tile, faux fireplace, lots
of archit. detail, hrdwd flrs. Per-
mit Street Prkng.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BRENTWOOD $750.00
Charming upper unit, hardwood
floors, laundry on premises.
Unit has formal kit, crpts, Irg
clsts, fridge, stove. Will consid-
er pets

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BEVERLY HILLS ADJ.
$1175.00 Close to Malls, on
Sweetzer, Bright 2BDR/1BA,
Indry, prkng, d/w, stove, Water
& Trash incld, newly finished
hrdwd, fresh paint, small pet
OK.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BRENTWOOD $1250.00

Trad. 2BDR/1BA

Upper, Newer crpt, fridge,
stove, Indry & prkng. No pets.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BRENTWOOD ADJ. $1650.00
Gorgeous 2 BDR/2BA. A/C,
Alrm, D/W, firepl., hrdwd, High
Ceilings, microwave, fridge, stv,
contolled access, walk in clsts,
pet ok, roman tub.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

CONTEMPORARY  $1550.00
2bdrm/2ba 2-story townhouse
w/fireplace, balcony, high ceil-
ings, gated entry, 2 car gated
parking. Fireplace, stove, dish-
washer, laundry facilities, 1 year
lease, no pets. (310)396-4443
ext. 102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

CULVER CITY $650.00
Quiet, single, remodeled build-

ing, pool, landscape, blcny,
crpts. Convenient to shopping,
premises, dishwasher, fire-

place, refrigerator, stove.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Compa-
ny. 2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa
Monica, CA 90403.

MID-WILSHIRE $675.00
Charming, 1BD/1BA Lndry fa-
cilities on premises, gas range,
hrdwd, garbage disposal, stove,
cable television.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

GLENDALE $825.0 Remodeled
2BD/2BA near the Glendale
Galleria, complete renovation,
air cond., crpts, stv, swimming
pool.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

HOLLYWOOD Starting @
$1025.00-1050.00  Contempo
1BDR/1BA Pet ok, living room,
new crpt & paint. Jacuzzi, gat-
ed underground prkng. Upper
& lower uints avail., only some
have fireplaces!

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

HOLLYWOOD Starting @
$1275.00-1350.00 Comtempo
2BDR/2BA, pet ok, living rm,
new crpt & paint, jacuzzi, gated
underground prkng. Upper and
lower units avail., only some
have fireplaces!

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

LOS FELIZ $1075.00 2+2,
Courtyard sundeck, bckyrd w/
lots of trees, exclusive profes-
sional bldg, A/C, crpts, D/W,
Fridge, stv, sauna, no eviction,
bad credit OK.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

MAR  VISTA $1995.00
3bdrm/2ba. Ground level, patio,
stove, dishwasher, new carpet,
spacious, 3 pkg. spaces
(310)534-3543x107.

MDR ADJACENT $1395.00
2+2, fireplace, dishwasher,
stove, large private patio, new
paint & carpet in newer gated
building w/gated, subterranean
parking, AC, quiet neighbor-
hood, laundry room. 1 year
lease, no pets. (310)578-9729.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

MDR  PENINSULA:  $2000
2bdrm/2ba, no pets, freshly
painted, new carpets, D/W,

stove, refrigerator, 2 fireplaces,
walk-in closets, 2 car parking.
SHL Management (310)870-
1757.

MdR: Marina City Club: 1 mo.
free rent. 2BDR/2BA. CTS Pla-
za Level. Marina view, full
amen., nu paint & crpts.
$2575.00 (310)273-4073

MID-WILSHIRE $675.00 New-
er 1BD/1BA, new crpt, blinds,
freshly painted & clean,gated
prkng, Indry facil. on premises,
blcny, stv, gated entrance/ con-
trolled access.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

N. HOLLYWOOD $985.00
2BDR/1BA, new crpt, new ap-
plicances, all new, gated prkng,
AIC, blcny, stv, Irg clsts, pool,
no pets, wik to shops.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

NEW STUDIO Apartments
available from $1295.00 to
$1355.00. Six blocks from the
beach. Three blocks from Third
St. Promenade area! (310)656-
0311. www.breezesuites.com

PALMS $925.00

2BDR/2BA Upper unit, beauti-
ful tree lined street, quiet bldg,
mint condtion, light, crpt, cov-
ered prkng.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

PASADENA $700.00
Tranquil 1BDR/1BA, new carpet
and kitchen flooring, Indry facil.
on premises, air conditioning,
blcny, crpts, refig., stv.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

PASADENA $725.00

Spacious 1BDR/1BA, beamed
ceilings, very private hardwood
floors, Irg clsts, Upper unit, air
conditioning.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SM 2BDRM/1.5BA  $2150.00
Prkg, wood flrs, newly remod-
eled, french doors, no pets.
(310)261-8989

S.M. $1700.00 On 18th near
SM Bilvd. 2bdrm, 1.5ba. Town-
house. Appliances, wetbar, fire-
place, private patio, 2-car ga-
rage. Info: (310)828-4481.

SANTA MONICA $1100.00
2+1, r/s, hrdwd flrs, a/c, Indry,
prkng.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SANTA MONICA $1550.00

N. of Wilshire, contemp., spa-
cious 2BD/2BA, stove, dish-
washer, prkng, pet OK, W/D in
unit, mini-blinds, fridge.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA $250.00wk
Dorm-style Hotel, prvt rm, free
local calls & cable, prkng.

(310)429-9920
Westside Rentals

SANTA MONICA  $2800.00
Spacious 3 Bdroom/ 3 full Bath.
Top floor, high ceilings, sunny,
bright, double patio, views of
Santa Monica Mountains. Quiet
neighborhood, North of Wil-
shire. Security parking availa-
ble. (310)451-2178

SANTA MONICA $650.00 Im-
maculate Unit, new carpet, orig-
inal ceramic tile in kitchen and
bath sperate kitchen, laundry,
facility, refrig. stove, street
pkng, pets OK.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA $650.00
Studio, pet ok, r/s, crpt, Indry,
bright.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SANTA MONICA $775.00
Bachelor, near beach, r/s, flex
lease, util incld

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SANTA MONICA $795.00 1+1,
pet ok, r/s, crpt, prkng, util incld.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SANTA MONICA $800.00 Stu-
dio, good loc, r/s, hrdwd flrs,
quiet, bright, patio, util incld.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals
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SANTA MONICA $862.00
1+1, pet ok, stv, blcny, pool,
Indry, prkng.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SM $1,150/$1,250 1lbdrm/1ba,
utilities/parking/refrig,  laundry,
included. Walk to beach and
Main St. Russell (310)396-
1439.

SM $1250.000 1bdrm, upper.
Brand new building. Microwave,
dishwasher, refrigerator, stove,
berber carpeting, large balcony,
parking. Available now! 1347
23rd St. (310)899-9917.

SM  $1350/$1450 1bdrm/lba,
hardwood/carpet, utilities/park-
ing/refrig included. Balcony,
ocean view, walk to beach/Main
St. Russell (310)567-6108.

SM $2,400.00 Townhouse Con-
do in condominium complex
with beautifully kept grounds.
3bdrm/2.5 ba. New carpet &
paint. Very large unit w/private
patio, private entry, gated sub-
terranean parking, fireplace,
dishwasher, stove and storage
room. 1 year lease, no pets.
(310)396-4443 ext. 102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

SM 2BDRM/1.5BA  $2200.00
2 story, wood floors, newly re-
modeled, french doors, prkng,
no pets. (310)261-8989

STUDIO CITY $1000.00
1BDR/1BA New w/d in each
unit, new bbqg and sun patio w/
fountain, central air & heat, mir-
rored wardrobe doors.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

STUDIO CITY $850.00
Contempo lower 1BDR/1BA,
cat ok, D/W, gorgeous bldg,
gated prkng, patio, A/C, tiled
kitchen, new lino bath.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

VALLEY VILLAGE $750.00
1BDR/1BA, super quiet bldg,
bbg, vertical blinds, new crpt,
very clean, pkg, Indry, gated en-
trance, stv. swimming pool.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

VENICE $995.00 2bdrm/lba
Bright & airy. Quiet upper unit
w/new carpet and paint. 2 car
parking off street. Close to
beach/shops/restaurants.

year lease, no pets. (310)396-
4443 ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $1795.00
Large upper 1bd/lba. Com-
pletely restored in smaller build-
ing. 1 block from beach w/hard-
wood floors, tile bathroom and
kitchen, new electric & plumb-
ing, dishwasher, W/D, stove,
fridge. 1 year lease, no pets.
Private garage available.
(310)396-4443 ext. 102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $2,695.00
Craftsman house, 2bdrm/1.5ba
with 3 car parking. Hardwood
floors and tile w/large deck. 1/2
block from beach. 1 year lease,
no pets (310)396-4443 ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $825.00 Stu-
dio with ocean view in tudor
style building. Great location 1/2
block to the beach. 39 Sunset.
1 year lease, no pets. (310)401-
0027.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $850.00
Large single 1 block from the
beach. New carpet and paint,
bright and airy. 1 year lease,
no pets. (310) 396-4443 x102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $850.00 Sin-
gle w/lots of charm and original
hardwood floors. 1 block from
the beach. Close to shopping
and restaurants. 1 year lease,
no pets, paid parking available.
(310)396-4443 ext.102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $995.00 Sin-
gle w/ ocean view in historic
brick building on the beach. Ex-
posed brick walls. Lots of win-
dows and light. Recently re-
modeled w/ new paint and car-
pet. 1 year lease, no pets.
(310)450-1934

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH Bachelor
$625.00 1/2 block to the beach.
Utilities paid. 1 year lease.
(310)396-4443

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH Large
1bdrm/lba apartments. Upper
unit in large courtyard w/swim-
ming pool, 4 blocks to beach.
Gated private parking, laundry
room, quiet neighborhood.
(310)396-4443 ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH$2,400.00
Residential loft, completely ren-
ovated. 1lbdrm/2ba, oakwood
floors, high ceilings, rooftop pa-
tio, balcony, 2 car parking, lots
of windows, lots of storage.
Great looking unit. 1 year lease,
no pets. (310)396-4443 x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE/SM $895.00 Large cor-
ner studio, secure building,
parking, pool. 235 Main St. Se-
nior citizen 62+ only. (310)261-
2093.

W. HOLLYWOOD $1450.00
Townhouse 2BDR/1.5BA. Front
unit, new paint, new blinds, lots
of kit. cabinets. Offstreet prkng,
Indry facilites on premises,
dishwasher, hrdwd flrs, refriger-
ator, stove.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

W. LA $1050.00 Spacious 1
bedroom apartment. 1616 S.
Bundy Dr. (310)497-4411.

WeHo $750.00 Character,
gas stove, fridge, carport, Indry,
secure entry, new crpt, new lino
flrs, Close to the Grove.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

WeHo $795.00 Spanish
1BDR/1BA, high ceilings, stove,
fridge, crwn mildngs, wic, cat,
carpet.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

WeHo $750.00 Classic New
York Style brick bldg, hrdwd
flrs, PET OK, Stove, Ceiling fan,
Crwn Molding, Close to shops
and rest. Pkng avail.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

WEST HOLLYWOOD $795.00
Great 1BD/1BA, patio, 2 units
avail., patio, hrdwd floors, stv,
fridge, Spanish style.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

Furnished Apts/Condos

SANTA MONICA $795.00
Lower Unit, Part. Furn., safe
neighborhood, bright, full kitch-
en, off of Wilshire Blvd., utils.
inc., amenities include Street
parking, Indry facilities, crpts,
furnished, refrig., stv, storage.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

ses For Rent

SANTA MONICA $1025.00
Cottage, 1+1, great loc, r/s, pa-
tio, bright, prkng.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SANTA MONICA $795.00
Fourplex, studio, pet ok, r/s,
hrdwd flrs, bright.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

SANTA MONICA $850.00
Guest House, 1+1, pet ok, r/s,
near beach, quiet, prkng.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals

VENICE CANALS House
$3,250 3bdrm/2ba, 2 car ga-
rage, canal front patios and
views, fireplace. Great location!
Repainted inside and out, new
carpet downstairs, new wood
trim, new garage door, new
deck, new windows. 1 year
lease. No pets. (310)396-4443
ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

3RD STREET Promenade of-
fice suite available. Great for
entrepreneur or small business.
Call (310)613-1415

ABBOT KINNEY Design Offi-
ces, 1,2,3,4 decks, views, kitch-
ens. 500-10,000sq./ft. 2 blocks
from beach. Call for pricing.
(310)399-9371

BY THE beach: Office or com-
mercial. 1/2 block to beach or
Marina Peninsula. In the Port-
noy Building at 3401 Pacific.
$1250.00 Owner, Agent.
(310)420-7862 or (310)480-
7861.

NEWLY DECORATED office.
610 sq./ft., two private bath-
rooms. 1424 4th St., Santa
Monica 90401 (310)276-3313.

OFFICE AVAILABLE in 5 office
suite. 1121 4th St., SM. Law/Li-
brary, (West), reception, copier,
fax. $825/mo. with secretary
desk. Marcia, Agt. (310)394-
4492.

SANTA  MONICA Main St
$500.00 to $750.00. Space
available for rent. Hottest loca-
tion on Main St. Can be ven-
dors like clothing, jewelry, can-
dles, salts, etc. Call only
(310)430-3595.

Vehicles for sale

1994 Ford Escort LX Compact
Station Wagon - 106,000 miles,
CD player, good condition,
$2,200. Contact Nina at
(310)395-7321.

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Non-sexual.
Introductory  specials  from
$45.00/1hr. Infout. Lynda,
L.M.T. (310)749-0621

ERIC: CERTIFIED Massage
Therapist. (310)877-3412

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong
and tender relaxing bodywork
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

ITALIAN MALE
Therapeutic/Sensual CMT
90/min, wi/table, late night,

infout. (213)303-8773

MASSAGE ENJOY a really
great, amazing and wonder-
ful  full body massage.
Swedish, deep-tissue and
Tantra. (Platonic only!) No
time limit. Will come to you.
24/7 Cute, slim, fit, petite

mature chocolate. 14
years experience.
$125/hour. Female diver

w/car wanted. Dolly's pager
(310)358-6535.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with a ther-
apeutic ~ Swedish/Deep-tissue
massage. Laura (310)394-2923
(310)569-0883.

STRETCH-U-OUT  SENSUAL
full body massage by athletic
male. In/Out Eric (310)815-
1222.

STRONG & SOOTHING profes-
sional/ therapeutic bodywork.
Intro:  $35/90min.  Will also
trade massage. Paul:
(310)741-1901.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE,
Swedish, Accupressure,
Deep-tissue, Sports Mas-
sage, Reflexology. For apt
call Tracy at (310)435-0657.

ASSISTANCE LEAGUE OF
SANTA MONICA
Visit our bargain bazaar at 1453
15th St. Very reasonable prices.
(310)395-2338

' sold |
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PSYCHIC DAVE - Future for-
casting in love and money.
Dave was a regular on “Beyond
with  James Van Praagh”
(323)610-0161.
psychicdave@aol.com.

Trainin
muﬁ'nl 7371

SEX THERAPY Enhance de-
sire, intimacy, passion and
sensual pleasure. Surro-
gates & Training available.
AASECT Cert. Bryce Britton,
MS (310)450-5553

Call LASs Leading
Mold Inspection and
Remediation Company

210823, MGLD

LEN' mn

In-lrr"':dt

Services

WILLIAM JONES Handyman.
Carpet cleaning, minor plumb-
ing, broken windows, hang
doors, painting, stucco patch.
(310)387-4834.

YOUR CEILING needs clouds?
Walls need faux paint for Euro-
pean look? Call Brian at
(310)264-1559

Business Services

HOW can you get the power
of email working for your
business?

Great Big Noise
www.greatbignoise.com

TURN FINE Art, collectibles,
movie swag, and junk into cash.
E-bay sales and tutoring.
(310)780-7262.

Computer Services

NEED HELP with your PC &/or
the internet? Call your computer
helper. All welcome. (310)236-
1474.

PC PARAMEDIC
Computer & Networking Serv-
ices. Home/Small Business.
Weekdays & Weekends.
(310)576-7519.

Classified
Advertising

Conditions :REGU-
LAR RATE: s2.50 a day.
Ads over 15 words add
20¢ per word per day. Ad
must run a minimum of
twelve consecutive days.
PREMIUMS: First two
words caps no charge.

Bold words, italics, cen-
tered lines, etc. cost
extra. Please «call for

rates. TYPOS: Check your
ad the first day of publi-
cation. Sorry, we do not
issue credit after an ad
has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m.
prior the day of publica-
tion except for Monday’s
paper when the deadline
is Friday at 4:00 p.m.
PAYMENT: All private
party ads must be pre-
paid. We accept checks,
credit cards, and of
course cash. CORRE-
SPONDENCE: To place
your ad call our offices 9
a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday,
(310)458-7737; send a
check or money order
with ad copy to The
Santa Monica Daily
Press, P.O. Box 1380,
Santa Monica, CA 90406
or stop in at our office
located at 1427 Third
Street Promenade, Ste.
202. OTHER RATES: For
information about the
professional  services
directory or classified dis-
play ads, please call our
office at (310)458-7737.




Ice block crashes through roof

By The Associated Press

LAWRENCEVILLE, Ga. — It was a chilling mys-
tery when a beachball-sized ice block crashed through a
roof and landed in an unoccupied bedroom.

The sound was “like a door was slammed, but 20
times louder,” said Joey Woodard, 14. “T looked around
and wondered if a car hit the house.”

No one was injured when the 2-foot wide chunk
landed one morning last week. Neither Rachel Smith,
23, nor her 6-year-old half-sister Barbara, were in the
bedroom they share.

The piece of ice may have fallen from a passing air-
plane, homeowner Christine Woodard said she was told
by the Federal Aviation Administration. The FAA said it
is investigating.

“We’ve heard of cases happening before, but it is
very rare,” FAA spokesman Christopher White said. “A
lot depends on the prevailing winds.”

Dog saves man from death

By The Associated Press

HAMPSTEAD, N.H. — A collie named Jarrod has
earned the title of man’s best friend.

The 1 1/2-year-old dog pushed his owner away from
beneath his snow-covered roof down a stairway seconds
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before the roof collapsed onto the deck.

“If I was under it I would have been crushed,” said
David Levesque, who uses a wheelchair. “The way I
was leaning over the rail I would have been cut in half,
I would have been killed.”

The weight of the 12-by-14-foot roof was later esti-
mated at nearly 4,000 pounds.

Levesque, 61, disabled by severe arthritis and spinal
problems, said he was leaning against a railing and
reaching up with one of his arm crutches to remove
some snow when Jarrod started pushing him.

Levesque says he believes Jarrod, who is trained to
help him get around, knew exactly what he was doing
and saved his life the morning of Jan. 6.

“Dogs and other animals have heightened senses that
allow them to hear things we can’t hear,” said veterinar-
ian Roger G. Wells. “He may have heard the rafters
creaking or the timbers starting the break in the roof
before it collapsed.”

Entertainment kiosks added to cabs

By The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Nervous about navigating New York
City’s night spots? Forget asking people on the street
where to eat. Just hop in a cab and quickly find the best
places for food, drink and merriment.

Seven different companies are vying to install inter-
active video screens in yellow cabs — 178 of them in a
pilot program so far. They also offer news, hotel and
theater information — everything a visitor, and many
locals, might want to know.

“This is awesome!” said Kara Logan, a 26-year-old
Manhattan waitress, as she tapped the 12-inch screen
inserted flush with the back of the driver’s seat. “When
the traffic is terrible, you can just say, *Where are we?’
and find a restaurant.”

Operated by a wireless mobile computer, the $3,500
touch-sensitive TV screens list restaurants by cuisine
and location, movie theaters and show times. Cultural
information comes from New York & Company, the
city’s tourism bureau; news, sports, weather and busi-
ness updates come from the cable channel NY'1 and the
Fox Network.

Customized programming ranges from documen-
taries about New York neighborhoods to segments of
plays and original comedy skits.

More than 200 million riders per year spend close to
$1 billion to get around in Gotham’s 12,187 yellow cabs.

Santa shrunk before move

By The Associated Press

CARPINTERIA — It turns out Santa was too big for
his bridges.

Workers were preparing a 5-ton plaster-and-chicken
wire statue of St. Nick — a Highway 101 landmark for
a half-century — for a move to Oxnard. They deter-
mined that the 22-foot-high Santa was too tall to clear
overpasses and power lines along the 30-mile route.

Movers considered laying the him face down on a
flatbed trailer but decided, after inspecting his crudely
braced interior, that Santa had to remain upright to
remain intact.

So workers lopped off the 5-foot plywood base paint-
ed to look like a red-brick chimney.

“We saved Santa, we couldn’t save the chimney,”
said Mike Barber, board president of the Garden Acres
Mutual Water Co. near Oxnard. “He just won’t be as
tall. He’ll be 17 feet instead of 22.”

The water company, which owns a freeway-adjacent
parcel, plans to spend up to $5,000 to install a concrete
foundation, lighting and landscaping for the statue in its
new home.
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students must bring their own instruments. 1714 21st Street, SM. For more

information please call (310)829-7391

Discover Polymer Clay: Michaels Craft Store in Santa Monica . Learn gener-

al crafting of jewelry, figurines, home decor, aging, antiquing, marbleizing,

mosaic and how to make beads and more...

Starting in February! kids on Sundays 10-12 noon, Adults Tuesday evenings

1441 Third St. at Broadw:
About Schmidt (R) 12:30,
Weeks Notice (PG-1 L2
10:30. The Hours (PG-13) Sy 2
6:30, 7:30, 5 :15

Farmer's Market every Wednesday. 9am to 2pm, Arizona between Second and

MANN CRITERION

1313 Third St.

Adaptation (R) 12:30, 3:45,
Confesswns ot a Dan(rerous 1

7:30,

6:30-8:30 . Call store for more details.

Artful Science: The Social-Cultural Relationship Between Built and Natural
Environments. Sam Francis Gallery at Crossroads School in Santa Monica presents
an exhibition of drawings, paintings, photographs, and sculpture. Mon-Fri, 10am to
4pm through February 14. 1714 Twenty-First St., 2nd Floor, Peter Boxenbaum Arts
Building. For more information please call (310)829-7391 ext. 425.

Santa Monica College Emeritus College Band invites adult musicians who
play a band instrument to join the band. Rehearsals are held each Tuesday
evening in the Band room at Lincoln Middle School, 14th and California
Streets from 7pm to 9:15pm, Concerts are given during the year. For more
information call (310)474-5271.

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUPS AT SMC'S EMERITUS COL-
LEGE. Santa Monica College offers free bereavement support groups in the
summer session through it's Emeritus College, a widely praised program
designed for older adults. Two support groups will meet Tuesdays on an ongo-
ing basis. One group will meet from noon to 1:50 p.m. and the other from 7
p-m. to 8:50 p.m. For information and registration, call Emeritus College at
(310) 434-4306.

Crossroads Schools in Santa Monica invites local musicians (grades 3-7) to
join orchestra rehearsals. Rehearsals are ongoing and are held each Tuesday of

the school year, from 3:15 to 4:15. Students may join at anytime. Cost is free,

Calendar items are printed free of charge as a service to our readers. Please submit your items to todayspaper@smdp.com for consideration. Calendar events are limited by space, and will be run at the discretion of the Calendar Editor.

Fourth Streets. Come and enjoy one of the largest and best farmer's markets in

California!

Puppetolio! presented by the Santa Monica Puppet & Magic Center. All ages,
3 and up. This musical revue features marionettes, ventriloquism, magic and
more. Shows are always followed by a demonstration, Q & A, and a tour of the
Puppet workshop and Museum. Saturdays and Sundays at 1pm and 3pm.
Wednesdays and Holidays at 1pm. Seats are $6.50. 1255 2nd Street in Santa

Monica. Reservations/Information (310)656-0483. www.puppetmagic.com

Santa Monica Public Library presents Preschool Story Time, every
Wednesday at 11:15am, 1343 Sixth Street. Stories for children between the ages

of three and five who are ready to participate on their own. (310)458-8600

Ongoing support groups for people 55 and older. Current openings in Parents
of Adult Children. Wednesdays 2:00 to 3:30. Center for Healthy Aging, 2125
Arizona Avenue. Sliding scale fee. Not drop-in groups. Phone interview
required. Call Information and Referral. (310)576-2550.

Senior Suppers - Discounted meals for people AGE 55 or older are served
daily, from 3:30 p.m. To 7 p.m., in the cafeteria at Santa Monica-UCLA Medical
Center, 1250 16th Street in Santa Monica. $3.69 Info only: (310)319-4837.

Unurban Coffee House presents Poetry and Spoken Word every Wednesday
evening. Hosted by Tony Perez. 8pm, 3301 Pico Blvd. (310)315-0056

n(l R) 1

1 -H) National Security (PG- 13) Sl
4 Darkness Falls (PG-13) 12: (JO
225 : :10, 9:30.

AMC THEATRE SM 7

1310 3rd Street

Just Married (PG-13) 2:00,

The Lord of the Rings: The Two Tow
13) 1:20, 5:00, 8
13} 1:15 4'1(]‘ 7

. 10:05.
PG-
atch Me If You Can (PG-
10:15. Chicago (PG- 13)
25th Hour (R) 1:20, 5

Thing (PG-13) 2
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LANDMARK NU-WILSHIRE
1314 Wilshire Blvd.
The Pianist (R) 12:30, 3

LAEMMLE MONICA
1332 an St.

Can’t find the Daily Press in your neighborhood?

Call us.

We’ll take your suggestions. (310) 458-PRESS (7737)
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Supreme Court rejects ugly fight over Barbie doll

BY ANNE GEARAN

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Toymaker Mattel lost a Supreme
Court appeal Monday over a mocking pop song that
called the iconic fashion doll Barbie a “blonde bimbo.”

The high court did not comment in turning down
Mattel’s request to reopen a trademark fight over the
1997 dance hit “Barbie Girl.” Mattel claims the preteen
girls who buy Barbie dolls were duped into thinking the
song was an advertisement for the doll or part of Mattel’s
official line of Barbie products.

The song, by a Danish group called Aqua, includes the
lyrics, “I’'m a blonde bimbo in a fantasy world/Dress me
up, make it tight, I’'m your dolly.”

Mattel Inc., which gets $1.5 billion or more annually

in Barbie sales, complained that an advertisement for the
song ran during Saturday morning cartoons and that
MCA Records Inc. even wanted to sell the recording at
toy stores.

Ad materials for the song used the same electric pink
that Mattel has used to package Barbie dolls for decades,
lawyers for Mattel claimed.

MCA sold an estimated 1.4 million copies of the
recording. The music company calls the song a parody
protected by the First Amendment.

Mattel lost in lower courts, and the five-year tussle has
gotten ugly. MCA sued Mattel for defamation after the
toymaker likened the record firm to a bank robber.

Last year the California-based 9th U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals rejected the notion that consumers were mis-

led by the song, noting that a pop art painting of a can of
Campbell’s Soup does not make viewers think
Campbell’s “has branched into the art business.”

Appeals Judge Alex Kozinski, known for colorful lan-
guage, toyed with the two companies a bit. He noted that
the original 1950s Barbie resembled a “German street
walker,” but was gradually transformed into a long-
legged American with a “fictitious figure.”

“With fame often comes unwanted attention,”
Kozinski wrote for a three-judge appeals panel. He closed
his written opinion with a warning to both companies to
play nice. “The parties are advised to chill,” he wrote.

Mattel, contended the appeals court rejected the rea-
soning of other courts in similar cases and ignored evi-
dence that consumers were confused.

College freshmen: Poor study habits, but less likely to drink

BY STEVE GIEGERICH
AP Education Writer

Although American freshmen arrived at college last
fall with the worst study habits in 15 years, it didn’t hurt
their high school grade point averages, according to an
annual study based on a survey of the first-year students.

The study, released Monday, found only 33.4 percent
of college freshmen reported spending six hours per
week or more studying or doing homework during their
senior year in high school. It was the lowest percentage
since the survey question was first posed by the Higher
Education Research Institute at the University of
California, Los Angeles in 1987.

More than 45 percent of freshmen said they managed
to graduate high school with an “A” average. Alexander
Astin, who started the survey in 1966, attributed the high
grade point averages to a single factor.

“The best interpretation we can make is that grade
inflation has been increasing because of all the pressure

on teachers from students and parents to help them
become more competitive for college,” said Astin.

“Each year we think it can’t inflate anymore. And then
it does again. The C-grade is almost a thing of the past.”
Last year, 44.1 percent of respondents reported carrying
an “A” average in high school.

Freshman Abby Shutter learned almost immediately
that her relatively lax high school study habits wouldn’t
cut it at the University of Delaware.

“I took a lot of (advanced placement) courses in high
school and I thought I was prepared for college. I didn’t
know how difficult it was going to be,” she said. “Not
only do you have to focus on the tests, but every project
is more important than high school.”

The number of “distractions” in college make hitting
the books in college even more difficult, Shutter said.

According to the survey, Shutter’s class doesn’t drink
anywhere near as much as its predecessors.

The study said an all-time low of 46.5 percent of
freshmen — compared to a high of 73.7 percent in 1982

— reported drinking beer either frequently or occasion-
ally over the past 12 months. Furthermore, 35.8 percent
of freshmen said they don’t attend a single party during a
typical week.

With the decline in partying has come increased focus
on politics — at least for now. “We don’t know whether
it’s a 9-11 blip or part of a trend,” Astin said.

Among freshmen entering college in 2001, 31.4 per-
cent said they kept abreast of political affairs. In 2002,
the number increased to 32.9 percent as the first class of
freshmen entered school following the terrorist attacks.

The all-time low in political interest, 28.1 percent, was
recorded in 2000 and the all-time high, 60.3 percent, in
1966.

The report, conducted with the American Council on
Education, was based on responses from 282,549 stu-
dents at 437 public and private colleges and universities
to a written survey. A total of 1.2 million students are cur-
rently enrolled in four-year schools.
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come from fundraising.

Parking is free.

The Team Captain is a leader who forms a team, works
with the Relay Committee, and is the central organizing
person for their team and for the Relay event itself.
We need team captains to make this relay work!!!!

Team Captains responsibilities:
m Organize a team of 18-20 people and distribute team member’s packets
m Attend the Captain’s meetings (there will probably be 2 including one where
registration fees will be collected)
m Attend the Bank night 2 weeks before the event (Bring the money raised by your

m Create a team name and select your team’s campsite
m Be enthusiastic and urge team members to Fundraise. Most of the money will

The next team captain's meeting for Relay For Life will be held at the
Ken Edwards Center, 1527 4th Street, Room 100B, Santa Monica. The
meeting will be on Wednesday, February 5, 2003, beginning at 6:00 p.m.

For more information:
Please call Tracey Mayer at the American Cancer Society
(310) 348-0356 option 3/ext. 246
tracey.mayer@cancer.org




