
Council hits brakes 
on reshaping future 
BY KEVIN HERRERA
Daily Press Staff Writer 

CITY HALL — Without a
clear path in sight, the City
Council voted to remain put
Tuesday night, declining to
lead the city down what they
believed to be roads of uncer-
tainty posed by alternative land
use and development plans.

At issue is Shape the Future
2025, a comprehensive action
plan detailing how the city of
Santa Monica should evolve
over the next 20 years. It deals

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — Now into his sec-
ond week as Santa Monica’s top
administrator, Lamont Ewell is
approaching his new job as a

sponge — soaking up all he can,
including the warmth of the city’s
residents as well as the weather.

Ewell, 52, formerly the City
Manager in San Diego, sat in his
office on the second floor of City
Hall this week, discussing his

three-pronged approach to step-
ping into his role: Learn, learn and
learn. Ewell had just come from a
meeting with the staff at Big Blue
Bus, learning about the operation,
their issues and what challenges
lie ahead.

For the past nine days, Ewell’s
met with dozens of people — from
department heads to city staffers,
City Council members to communi-
ty groups, and even average citizens
on the street. Moving into a short-
term rental near Cloverfield
Boulevard and Colorado Avenue
just before the holidays, Ewell said
he has spent that time riding his bicy-
cle about town, picking residents’
brains to see what concerns them.

“I would strike up conversations
with people without telling them I
was the City Manager and I was left
with a great impression,” he said. 

According to Ewell, one of his
more notable conversations was
when he stopped a city employee
to ask for directions, the staffer

“As long as men are free to ask what
they must, free to say what they think,
free to think what they will, freedom
can never be lost, and science can

never regress.”

J. ROBERT OPPENHEIMER
AMERICAN PHYSICIST (1904-1967)

Stephanie Conley gave an agent for
West Virginia National insurance com-
pany a $174 check on Aug. 15 (in
2001) for automobile coverage,
received the “issued” policy on Aug.
30 ("effective” Aug. 15), and on Aug.
31 was involved in a collision resulting
from her negligence. However, by then
her $174 check had bounced, and the
company considered the policy null
and void. In December 2005, the West
Virginia Supreme Court ruled that
Conley was nonetheless covered on
Aug. 31 because the company had not
given her 10 days’ cancellation notice. 

Today is the 26th day of 2006.
There are 339 days left in the year. 

On Jan. 26, 1788, the first European
settlers in Australia, led by Captain
Arthur Phillip, landed in present-day
Sydney.
In 1802, Congress passed an act call-
ing for a library to be established with-
in the U.S. Capitol. 
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GABY SCHKUD
The name you can depend on!

Serving sellers and buyers

on the Westside.

(310) 586-0308

THE UNDER $10 
DINNER SPECIAL
Served from 4pm - 10pm
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310-394-1131

Back by popular demand...

01578836www.santamonicamusic.com
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SAT. JAN. 28TH-12 NOON

(310) 453-1928
1901 Santa Monica Blvd. in Santa Monica

Making some headway

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
Heal the Bay volunteers Shannon Lee (left) and Alicia Cooper examine a 3 1/2 foot California moray eel at the Santa
Monica Pier Aquarium.

A thirst for knowledge

LAMONT EWELL See EWELL, page 12

BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

LAX COURTHOUSE — The
man suspected of kidnapping a
Santa Monica elderly woman
twice, then escaped from
authorities while on trial for
unrelated charges, took to the
stand in his jury trial on
Wednesday and claimed he had
never been to Santa Monica.

Alfonzo Fitzgerald Taylor
also testified on Wednesday
that crucial evidence with traces
of his DNA found near the
scene of the crimes — a T-shirt
and snowcap — were stolen
from him prior to the incidents,
though no record of the theft
was produced by his attorney.

Taylor walked away from
the Clara Shortridge Foltz
Criminal Justice Center in
downtown Los Angeles the day
before a separate jury trial was
set to begin last May on charges
of receiving stolen property and
unlawful driving of a vehicle,
an incident independent of the
two alleged kidnappings of a
Sunset Park woman that
occurred in the fall of 2004.

Taylor, in his 40s, was cap-
tured in Georgia and returned

Kidnapping
suspect takes
to the stand

See TESTIMONY, page 13

See SHAPE THE FUTURE, page 14



ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ Use all the information and

research you have to revise a stand or make a
critical decision. Others respond to your leader-
ship. With leadership comes responsibility.
Remember that when there is a backfire. You like
the praise as well. Tonight: In the limelight.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★★ Your perspective could be subject

to transformation regarding a key association and/or
money matter. Decisions made at this point have
impact. Verbalize more of what you feel is important.
Others will listen, especially with your natural drama.
Tonight: Watch a movie or favorite TV show.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★★ Others continue to dominate.

Let it be. Understand what someone’s expecta-
tions are, but also know that you don’t have to
meet them or follow through. Someone enlight-
ens you with new facts. You might need to detach
in order to absorb the information. Tonight: Quiet
time with someone special.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★ Your efforts will cause a reaction that

could change your direction. Your day-to-day life
could be much more exciting than it has been if you
flex. Honor your opinions and who you are.
Schedule interpersonal happenings for late in the
day. Tonight: A midweek break. Use your imagina-
tion.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★ Tap into your creative spirit to

find answers that could affect your daily life.
Don’t push so hard. Stay centered. Your lively
side would enjoy seeing a refreshing change. Use
your practical streak for organizing your desk.
Tonight: Rest up.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★ Plan all you want in the daylight

hours, and you’ll gain. Know when to pull back
and when to act. Right now, the daylight hours
are think time. Your perspective could be a lot
different if you step back. Tonight: Let your imag-
ination rumble.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★ Adjust your plans. A conversation

takes you in a new direction. You need to update
your frame of reference as a result of a key situ-
ation. Come from a point of being centered when
making a decision. Tonight: Head home. You
need time.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★ A changing financial situation

could have you verbalizing and brainstorming.
Expenses could be out of whack. Listen to news,
but don’t jump to conclusions. Talk to others,
schedule meetings and visit with friends. Listen
to what is being shared. Tonight: Talk up a storm.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★★ Use the daylight hours. Your

personality impresses someone who counts. You
need to know when to back off. If you do, you
could be the all-time winner. Invite a friend or
loved one out to dinner. Tonight: Your treat.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★ Use the daylight hours to plan and

understand. Your ability to be resourceful and
sleuth out problems helps you come out smelling
like roses. Schedule people-type activities for
later in the afternoon. Tonight: Beam in what you
want.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★ Your lively manner and decisive

thoughts make a difference to all the people
around you. Understand what others think is the
first step in helping them change their mind. A
discussion will be successful if you follow this
piece of advice. Think positively. Tonight: Relax.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★ You are in the limelight. Verbalize

your thoughts or an important hunch. You are on
top of a question or an issue. You’ll gain if you fol-
low through on a meeting in which you need to
bring others together. Tonight: Where your
friends are.
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JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you’ll Have:
★★★★★-Dynamic  ★★★★-Positive  ★★★-Average  ★★-So-so  ★-Difficult

Talk up a storm, Scorpio

A U D I T  P E N D I N G
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...write a letter to the editor...write a letter to the editor
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MERCEDES BENZ TAXI SERVICE

(310) 828-4200
EURO TAXI

O F  S A N T A  M O N I C A

• OUR FARES AVERAGE 20% LESS
THAN MOST OTHER LOCAL TAXI CO.

• CLEAN CARS - VANS ALSO AVAILABLE   
FOR LARGER PARTIES

• ALL OF OUR DRIVERS SPEAK
CONVERSATIONAL ENGLISH

• 24/7 DISPATCH

• ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

$26.00

FLAT TO LAX
FROM SM

Craig S. Cohen. M.D.
8420 SANTA MONICA BLVD     310/623-7370

HOUSE CALLS AND SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS

Complimentary, Confidential Consultation • Encrypted Medical Record
Compassionate Care, Expert Advice • Follows California Medical Board Guidelines

MEDICAL MARIJUANA EVALUATIONS

LEGALIZE YOURSELF

Eddie Guerboian

shop where they know your name

Visit us today and see the difference family makes.
Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm

gifts she will treasure forever

331 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica   2 Hours Free Parking (Behind Store) 310.451.1349 • www.readersjewelers.com

HEART-SHAPED DIAMOND PAVE 
18K WHITE GOLD PENDANT

ENLARGED TO SHOW DETAIL



LOCAL

Local officials are critical of a new report, released
by the National Coalition for the Homeless, that ranks
Santa Monica as the ninth “meanest” U.S. city toward
homeless people due to its anti-homeless laws.
Pointing to the myriad homeless services offered in
Santa Monica, some officials are questioning the
methodology behind the report.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know, “How well
do you think Santa Monica treats its homeless
population relative to other cities?”

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5 p.m. and
we’ll print your responses in the weekend edition.
Please try to limit your comments to a minute or less.
It might help to think first about the wording of your
response.

Sponsored by...
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Rediscover The Galley’s genuine
service while experiencing our new

weekend brunch served on our
beautiful outdoor patio.

Serving Brunch from 11AM-4PM
Full Bar-Best Bloody Mary’s in Santa Monica

(310) 452-1934
2442 Main Street • Santa Monica

SURF CENTER santa monica

bCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop bbCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop b
1451 THIRD STREET PROMENADE
IN SANTA MONICA • 310.656.CURL

SNOW AND SURF REPORTS

SATURDAY
LOW TIDE: 8:21AM 2.1FT 6:35PM 1.7FT
HIGH TIDE: 1:38AM 4.2FT 1:12PM 2.9FT

SUNDAY
LOW TIDE: 10:09AM 1.7FT 7:24PM 2.1FT
HIGH TIDE: 2:23AM 4.4FT 3:32PM 2.4FT

MONDAY
LOW TIDE: 11:29AM 1FT 8:26PM 2.5FT
HIGH TIDE: 3:18AM 4.6FT 6:24PM 2.5FT

TUESDAY
LOW TIDE: 12:22PM 0.3FT 10:12PM 2.7FT
HIGH TIDE: 4:17AM 5.0FT 7:27PM 2.9FT

WEDNESDAY
LOW TIDE: 1:05AM -0.4FT 11:31PM 2.6FT
HIGH TIDE: 5:13AM 5.5FT 7:58PM 3.2FT

THURSDAY
LOW TIDE: 1:44PM -1.1FT N/A
HIGH TIDE: 6:06AM 6.0FT 8:27PM 3.5FT

FRIDAY
LOW TIDE 12:31AM 2.4FT 2:23PM -1.5FT
HIGH TIDE 6:55AM 6.5FT 8:57PM 3.7FT

TIDE FORECAST FOR SANTA MONICA

CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 56°
DATA PROVIDED BY WETSAND.COM

SURF AND SNOW QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? EMAIL ALEX@SMDP.COM

CONDITIONS DATA PROVIDED BY ONTHESNOW.COM

SWELL FORECAST (2-4 FT)

Thursday the 26th size will back down even more but a steady
flow of shorter period (12 seconds) NW energy should keep most
west facing breaks in knee to waist high surf. 

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS

Shorter period NW late in the week, but rain and wind??? 

Tracking long-period NW swell for end of the month... 

BEAR MOUNTAIN
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 12”-12” 8:30am - 4:00pm 15 10/12

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Made, Machine Groomed

JUNE MOUNTAIN
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 96" - 120" 8:00am - 4:00pm 35 6/6

CONDITIONS: Powder, Packed Powder, Machine Groomed

MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 144" - 168" 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 150 25/28

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Groomed

MOUNTAIN HIGH
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 12”-30” 8:30 am - 10:00 pm 16 8/16

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Made, Machine Groomed, Hard Packed

MT. BALDY
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 12”-12” 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 4 2/4

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Made

SNOW SUMMIT
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 12”-24” 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 18 14/14

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Made, Machine Groomed

SNOW VALLEY
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 12”-18” 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 9 5/11

CONDITIONS: Machine Groomed

The GalleyEST. 1934

Since 1967
Quality & Value Always!

310-399-7892
2732 Main St.

Santa Monica

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

Let our kitchen
be your kitchen.

TAXES
ALL FORMS • ALL TYPES • ALL STATES

AUDITS • BACK TAXES • BOOKKEEPING • SMALL BUSINESS

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800
Santa Monica 90401

An ‘Assembly’ of consumer champions
By Daily Press staff

Have you ever wanted to see the voting records of the California Legislature?
Now’s your chance to find out.

CALPIRG, a consumer advocacy group, has released its scorecard for the 120
members of the California legislature Twelve senators and 28 assemblymembers
scored 100 percent for the 2005 session, according to CALPIRG’s grading system
for consumer-friendly laws. The average score in the Senate was 64 percent and the
average assembly score was 62 percent. 

“We applaud the 40 consumer champions for their perfect scores,” said Steve
Blackledge, legislative director for CALPIRG. “They put the interests of consumers
over special interests, whether the issue was safe medicine or stopping auto loan rip-
offs and their constituents need to know that they were well represented on con-
sumer issues in 2005.” 

The scorecards enable California voters to learn more about their elected offi-
cials’ voting records, giving them the information needed to praise or criticize. 

Several important new consumer protections were signed into law last year. The
laws will protect consumers shopping for new cars, prevent life-threatening fires
caused by smoldering cigarettes, require disclosure of instant tax refund fees and
require greater disclosure of hospital costs to help consumers find affordable health
care. In addition, a resolution was passed that calls for tight conflict of interest rules
to ensure the state’s multi-billion dollar stem cell research fund is spent wisely. 

“CALPIRG thanks Assembly Speaker Núñez, Majority Leader Frommer and
Assemblymembers Koretz, Montañez, and Negrete McLeod for authoring these
important consumer protections,” Blackledge said.

The Legislature also passed several other consumer bills last year that were
vetoed by Governor Schwarzenegger. The list of vetoed legislation includes pro-
posals to improve the state’s drug buying pool to access affordable medicine for
more Californians; create a Web site for consumers to find affordable medicine
options; regulate drug company middlemen, prevent unnecessary gag orders in
court settlements that silence consumer complaints and streamline the process for
students applying for financial aid. 

There are still many consumer protections that have not yet become law because
they still need to pass one or both of the Legislative houses. CALPIRG will contin-
ue to work to pass those laws in the coming year. 

“We’re ready and excited to work with legislators and the Governor in the com-
ing year to enact legislation to prevent another Vioxx-like scandal and ensure safe
medicine for all Californians, to protect homeowners from insurance policies that
penalize them for filing claims and to pass a state budget that reflects the priorities
of ordinary citizens,” Blackledge said. 

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Walking to the nearest
newsstand increases circulation.

Santa Monica Daily Press
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New library is mainly a waste of space, money
Editor:

At a cost of $74 million, and with a population of about 85,000 as of the last cen-
sus, that amounts to about $870 per person. Why not, instead of spending this
money on this building, staff and upkeep, buy everyone who cannot afford it, a lap-
top computer and Internet access and then sell the land to somebody and reap the
benefits of a bloated land market? The city can also provide wireless networking for
the city and still save a ton of money.

This is yet another example of the short sightedness of the people who run not
only this city but many others across this state. The library will just become yet
another sleeping spot for the countless homeless and illegals Santa Monica seems to
embrace and will be an eventual outdated (if it isn’t already) money pit for the city.

Billy G. Woody
Santa Monica

Boycott those who put profit before people
Editor:

Funny how history repeats itself. A peaceful solution with Iran is being held up
by two nations who refuse to forgo their economic gain — Russia and China. The
rest of the free world agrees that Iran should not have nuclear capabilities — “free”
does not apply to Venezuela.

The Iraq war was made inevitable by the likes of France and the U.N. — as a
body — refusing to give up their streams of revenue, legal and otherwise, from the
brutal dictator. Saddam said, after his capture, that he thought France would come
to his aid. He bought a U.N. veto but apparently couldn’t afford to buy France’s
army.

As soon as Jacques Chirac said that he would veto any measure that would
remove his business partner, a peaceful solution went out the window. Similarly,
massive protests against the removal of Hussein told Saddam that he didn’t have to
budge one inch.

Conversely, two years ago, the “president” of the Republic of Georgia had no
choice but to step down after declaring himself leader in a military coup a la Hugo
Chavez. Though he had control of a formidable army, he could not fight the entire
world and the entire world did stand united against the injustice. It’s important to
note that no country had a financial interest in Georgia. Hence, justice was unde-
terred and peace was achieved without firing a single shot.

This is a tangible method of bringing about peaceful resolutions. Bumper stick-
ers are not the answer. By using free market capitalism, we have the power to hit the
countries that stand in the way of peace where it hurts. In their precious economies.
Boycott France, Russia, China and any other nation that puts profit before people.

Thomas Kenney
Los Angeles

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials
from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish
all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com.
All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices locat-
ed at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are sub-
ject to editing for space and content.

What’s the latest threat stalking our
city’s residential streets? It’s not road
rage. It’s parking rage.  

When City Hall first came up with its
new plan to sell residential parking per-
mits to businesses, I was willing to give it
the benefit of the doubt. But after going to
a few city-sponsored community meet-
ings, I can understand why residents are
up in arms. 

City Hall’s transportation management
division’s “pilot program” is not a care-
fully considered, long-term solution to
meet the needs of both the city’s residents
and businesses. It’s a temporary, patch-
work plan fraught with problems from the
outset.

First, the plan is inequitable. It doesn’t
really seem fair to say that business
employees should be allowed to park in
some neighborhoods but not others. Nor
does it seem fair to put all the parking bur-
den on the residents who live on streets
immediately north and south of the major
business corridors. 

City Hall did not survey the streets
beyond the first permitted blocks to assess
whether parking levels might be lower
and therefore more suitable for employee
permits. Is it too much to ask employees
to walk a couple of blocks?

City Hall’s logic is that these first per-
mitted blocks are not yet at “full capacity”
— i.e. currently jammed wall-to-wall with
cars — so why not pack in some extra cars
to really make things cozy? But the reason
why residents fought to get these streets
permitted in the first place was because
they were already experiencing extreme
congestion from shoppers and employees
— not to mention neighborhood distur-
bances, increased trash and speeding.
Think this plan will solve that? Think
again.

Second, City Hall’s plan is unenforce-
able. The transportation planning folks —
all three or so of them — say they will
personally contact business permit holders
when they receive complaints of abuse
and “remind” them of the permit rules. I
find it a tiny bit unlikely they would have
the time to become parking enforcement
officers. The Santa Monica Police

Department’s parking enforcement divi-
sion doesn’t even seem to have the time to
do that. When’s the last time you saw a
parking enforcement officer checking per-
mits in your neighborhood? I only see
those little carts on street cleaning day or
stalking the meters.

Third, this plan has no evaluation com-
ponent or criteria for its success/failure.
The burden should be on City Hall to
prove that employee permit parking is
working well for both residents and busi-
nesses.  But there is no assessment tool
other than the opinion of City Hall’s trans-
portation management division, and of
course, public outcry by residents after the
fact. Which leads to a larger problem ...

It’s easy to get the impression that
because City Hall holds neighborhood
meetings on various issues that the resi-
dents play a key role in shaping proposals
and recommendations presented by city
staff to the City Council. While that may
be true in some cases, in this instance, to
say so would be stretching things.  

The parking permit meetings seemed to
be more of an exercise in frustration for
the majority of residents and handful of
businesses who attended. People who just
wanted their questions answered were met
with evasive answers and more often, no
answer at all.  

Granted, it’s not easy to face a roomful
of emotional people, and the way a few
residents are reported to have behaved
toward the city staff is inexcusable. But a
sure-fire way to ignite an angry crowd is
to tell people their questions will be
answered if they write them down on note
cards, and then cherry-pick the five or six
easiest questions, ignoring the rest. 

And doing things the easy way seems
to be what’s happening here. As one resi-
dent in the Pico neighborhood asked,
“why is this the only plan that was
researched or presented? Has the city even
researched the need for an alternative
employee parking plan?”

When City Hall’s opinion surveys
come back and say parking is the No. 3
concern of Santa Monica’s citizens, then
why aren’t we taking it more seriously, as
opposed to developing different plans and
criteria throughout the city? If we hope to
solve any of the long-term problems fac-
ing Santa Monica, patchwork solutions
just won’t cut it.  

(Elizabeth Riel is a Santa Monica resi-
dent. She can be reached at
elizriel@yahoo.com.)

Council, put residents
back in their places 

EYE ON
THE CITY

BY ELIZABETH RIEL

Do you have community news?Do you have community news?
Submit news releasesSubmit news releases

Email to: editor@smdp.com or fax 310.576.9913Email to: editor@smdp.com or fax 310.576.9913
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1006 Wilshire Blvd. (at 10th)

Free Parking in Back

Open Monday - Saturday from 10 to 6. Sunday 12 to 5.

Phone: (310) 394-9417  ~ www.magellans.com

Join former Washington Post staffer L. Peat O’Neil 

for an informal discussion and signing of  her latest 

book, Travel Writing: See the World, Sell the Story.  

The Mystery of Travel 

Writing: Solved!

Friday, January 27th, from 3 - 5:30 pm. 

R
O

P [K
] #01588159

01591599

BANKRUPTCY
Missed the deadline?

It’s not too late!

CALL 310.453.8320

The Law Offices of Martin D. Gross
2001 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 205   Santa Monica   CA  90403
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BY PETER PRENGAMAN 
Associated Press Writer 

LOS ANGELES — The immigrant men
who wait for work on street corners across
the United States have families, attend
church regularly — and their bosses are
more likely to be individual homeowners
than construction contractors. 

The first nationwide study of day labor-
ers also reported that one in five has been
hurt on the job and nearly half have been
stiffed by employers. 

The study offers the most detailed
snapshot to date of the mostly Hispanic
and often undocumented immigrants
who’ve become a focal point in the
increasingly heated immigration debate. It
was based on interviews of 2,660 workers
at 264 hiring sites in 20 states and the
District of Columbia. The authors said
they were surprised by the level of com-
munity involvement among men often
thought of as transient hands for hire. 

“The day labor corner is not as discon-
nected from society as people think. It’s
seen as a shadow economy, but that’s real-
ly not the case,” said professor Nik
Theodore from the University of Illinois
at Chicago, one of three study authors.
The others were from the University of
California, Los Angeles and New York’s
New School University. 

Standing outside a Home Depot store
Sunday morning in suburban Burbank,
33-year-old Raul Sanchez wondered
whether he would get work. 

The Mexico native said that when he’s not
working, or waiting for work, he’s involved
in church and tried to start a soccer league for
fellow day laborers. He has been in the
United States seven years and lives with his
wife and two children, ages 13 and 14. 

Sometimes he worries about on-the-job
dangers at small work sites with little
safety equipment. 

“We know nobody is going to help us
out if we get hurt,” Sanchez said. “There
are risks, but what are we going to do —
not work?” 

As often as not, a day laborer’s
employer will be a private citizen. 

Forty-nine percent of respondents said
they were regularly hired by homeowners
for everything from carpentry to gardening,
with 43 percent getting jobs from construc-
tion contractors. Two-thirds said they are
hired repeatedly by the same employer. 

In all, researchers estimate there are
about 117,600 day laborers nationwide,
though they warn that number is probably
low. They extrapolated the number based

on interviews and counts at each site, but
did not give a margin of error for their
results. The researchers said it would be
impossible to count the number of sites
nationwide, since some can be spontaneous. 

Among the other findings based in
interviews conducted between July and
August 2004: 

■ Just over half of day laborers said
they attended church regularly, 22 percent
reported being involved in sports clubs
and 26 percent said they participated in
community centers. 

■ Nearly two-thirds had children, 36
percent were married and seven percent
lived with a partner. 

■ More than 80 percent rely on day
labor as their sole source of income, earn-
ing a median wage of $10 an hour and
$700 a month. That meant the vast major-
ity earned less than $15,000 a year, putting
them close to the 2005 federal poverty
guideline of $12,830 for a family of two. 

■ Of the 20 percent of respondents
who reported on-the-job injuries, more
than half said they received no medical
care because they couldn’t afford it or
their employer refused to cover them. 

■ Three-fourths were illegal immi-
grants and most were Hispanic: 59 percent
were from Mexico and 28 percent from
other Central American countries. 

The study comes as Congress and the
White House haggle over proposed guest
worker programs amid increasing friction
surrounding day laborers, who have
drawn the ire of groups opposed to illegal
immigration while providing a supply of
cheap labor to employers. 

A handful of municipalities have built
sites where workers wait for jobs, and
Home Depot has as well. 

Those sites have prompted a handful of
lawsuits demanding the government
enforce immigration law as well as
protests — including at the Home Depot
in Burbank, where Cesar Martinez was
among those awaiting work Sunday. 

Martinez, 45, is a Guatemala native
who has been in Southern California for
15 years without legal documentation. He
said he sends $300 to $500 home every
month to support his six children, ages 2
to 14, but that sometimes an employer rips
him off — including one who stiffed him
after three weeks of work. 

“I couldn’t complain because I’m not
here legally but I was so angry because I
need every cent,” he said. “I’m always
thinking, ‘Are they going to pay me, am I
going to get to work 8 hours on this job,
will I get hurt doing it?"’ 

Study gives snapshot
of life as day laborer
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BY MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
AP Business Writer 

SAN FRANCISCO — Online search
engine leader Google Inc. has agreed to
censor its results in China, adhering to the
country’s free-speech restrictions in return
for better access in the Internet’s fastest
growing market. 

The Mountain View, Calif.-based com-

pany planned to roll out a new version of
its search engine bearing China’s Web
suffix “.cn,” on Wednesday. A Chinese-
language version of Google’s search
engine has previously been available
through the company’s dot-com address
in the United States. 

By creating a unique address for China,
Google hopes to make its search engine
more widely available and easier to use in

the world’s most populous country. 
Because of government barriers set up

to suppress information, Google’s China
users previously have been blocked from
using the search engine or encountered
lengthy delays in response time. 

The service troubles have frustrated
many Chinese users, hobbling Google’s
efforts to expand its market share in a
country that expected to emerge as an
Internet gold mine over the next decade. 

China already has more than 100 mil-
lion Web surfers and the audience is
expected to swell substantially — an
alluring prospect for Google as it tries to
boost its already rapidly rising profits. 

Baidu.com Inc., a Beijing-based com-
pany in which Google owns a 2.6 percent
stake, currently runs China’s most popular
search engine. But a recent Keynote
Systems survey of China’s Internet prefer-
ences concluded that Baidu remains vul-
nerable to challenges from Google and
Yahoo Inc. 

To obtain the Chinese license, Google
agreed to omit Web content that the coun-
try’s government finds objectionable.
Google will base its censorship decisons
on guidance provided by Chinese govern-
ment officials. 

Although China has loosened some of
its controls in recent years, some topics,
such as Taiwan’s independence and
1989’s Tiananmen Square massacre,
remain forbidden subjects. 

Google officials characterized the cen-
sorship concessions in China as an excru-
ciating decision for a company that adopt-
ed “don’t be evil” as a motto. But man-
agement believes it’s a worthwhile sacri-
fice. 

“We firmly believe, with our culture of
innovation, Google can make meaningful
and positive contributions to the already
impressive pace of development in
China,” said Andrew McLaughlin,
Google’s senior policy counsel. 

Google’s decision rankled Reporters
Without Borders, a media watchdog

group that has sharply criticized Internet
companies including Yahoo and
Microsoft Corp.’s MSN.com for submit-
ting to China’s censorship regime. 

“This is a real shame,” said Julien Pain,
head of Reporters Without Borders’
Internet desk. “When a search engine col-
laborates with the government like this, it
makes it much easier for the Chinese gov-
ernment to control what is being said on
the Internet.” 

When Google censors results in China,
it intends to post notifications alerting
users that some content has been removed
— to comply with local laws. The compa-
ny provides similar alerts in Germany and
France when, to comply with national
laws, it censors results to remove refer-
ences to Nazi paraphernalia. 

Google is cooperating with China’s
government at the same time it is battling
the U.S. government over a subpoena
seeking a breakdown of one week’s worth
of search requests — a list that would
cover millions of terms. 

Reflecting its uneasy alliance with the
Chinese government, Google isn’t releas-
ing all its services. 

Neither Google’s e-mail nor blogging
services will be offered in China because
the company doesn’t want to risk being
ordered by the government to turn over
anyone’s personal information. The e-
mail service, called Gmail, creates a huge
database of users’ messages and makes
them instantly searchable. The blogging
services contain a wide range of personal
background. 

Yahoo came under fire last year after it
provided the government with the e-mail
account information of a Chinese journal-
ist who was later convicted for violating
state secrecy laws. 

Initially, Google’s Chinese service will
be limited to searching Web pages and
images. The company also will provide
local search results and a special edition
of its news service that will be confined to
government-sanctioned media. 
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BY STEVE GUTTERMAN 
Associated Press Writer 

MOSCOW — Iran’s top nuclear negotia-
tor said Wednesday that Tehran views
Moscow’s offer to have Iran’s uranium
enriched in Russia as a positive develop-
ment but no agreement has been reached
between the countries. 

Chief negotiator Ali Larijani also reit-
erated Iran’s threat to renew enrichment
activities if it is referred to the U.N.
Security Council. 

Moscow has proposed having Iran’s
uranium enriched in Russia, then returned
to Iran for use in the country’s reactors. 

“Our view of this offer is positive, and
we tried to bring the positions of the sides
closer,” Larijani said a day after talks with
Russian Security Council chief Igor
Ivanov, which included discussion of the
plan. “This plan can be perfected in the
future, during further talks that will be
held in February.” 

The West fears Iran wants to develop a
nuclear bomb but Tehran says its inten-
tions are peaceful and that it wants only
civilian nuclear energy. Uranium enrich-
ment is a possible precursor to making
atomic weapons. 

A British Foreign Office official, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity in keeping
with government policy, said foreign minis-
ters from the five permanent U.N. Security
Council members _ Britain, France, Russia,
China and the United States _ plus
Germany would meet in London next week
to discuss the next steps in the crisis over
Iran’s nuclear program. The meeting will
take place on the sidelines of a donors’ con-
ference on Afghanistan. 

State Department spokesman Sean
McCormack also said Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice was expected to use the
Afghan meeting to hold discussions with
key nations on Iran’s nuclear program. 

The meeting comes ahead of a Feb. 2
emergency board session of the
International Atomic Energy Agency,
which can refer Iran to the Security
Council. European countries believe they
have enough votes to haul Iran before the
council, but they are seeking support from
Russia, China and key developing nations. 

On Tuesday, Larijani and Ivanov said
in a joint statement that Tehran’s nuclear
standoff must be resolved by diplomatic
efforts in the IAEA. The statement reflect-
ed Russia’s efforts to delay Iran’s referral

to the Security Council and Moscow’s
opposition to international sanctions
against Tehran. 

Larijani said Iran would welcome talks
with European countries, though an
Iranian proposal to return to talks with the
EU was recently rejected. 

He warned that any attempt to refer
Iran to the Security Council would lead it
to move forward with a full-scale uranium
enrichment program. 

“If they use political pressure, if our
dossier is handed over or opened in an
unofficial way by the Security Council ...
our actions will not be limited to
research,” he said. “Then we will begin
industrial enrichment.” 

Haggling has continued over the
specifics of Russia’s offer, including
Tehran’s proposal to have China involved
in the Russian enrichment process. 

Larijani suggested it would take some
time to work out details of the proposal.
Some critics allege the Iranians are using
the proposal to stall for time as Western
diplomatic pressure mounts. 

Russian officials have said further talks
on the initiative will be held in Russia
around Feb. 16. 

British Foreign Secretary Jack Straw
urged Tehran on Tuesday to seriously
consider Russia’s offer in an effort to end
the standoff. Straw also said in an inter-
view with The Associated Press that he
hoped the IAEA would refer the matter to
the Security Council. 

In Washington, Rice said that “referral
absolutely has to be made” on Feb. 2,
while remaining vague on what action she
thought the Security Council should take,
and when. 

In China on Wednesday, Deputy
Secretary of State Robert Zoellick said he
warned Chinese leaders that allowing Iran
to develop nuclear weapons could threat-
en Beijing’s crucial supplies of Middle
Eastern oil. 

China has refrained from supporting a
referral to the Security Council, prompt-
ing suggestions that Beijing wants to
avoid angering Iran, a major oil source for
its energy-hungry economy. 

Zoellick said he warned Chinese
Premier Wen Jiabao and other officials in
meetings Tuesday that if they were con-
cerned about energy security, it would be
“extremely dangerous” to allow nuclear
weapons development in the Middle East,
center of the world oil industry. 
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Here at The Daily Reckoning head-
quarters we are carefree worrywarts. We
buy gold and only worry for the fun of it.

What we worry about now is the
remarkable lack of worry on the part of
others. There is something unfair about it.
Since others worry so little, we feel we
need to worry more. For the moment, we
carry all the world’s worries on our shoul-
ders like a demented Atlas. Bond
investors continue to accept yields so low
they must think there is nothing to worry
about. Even the junkiest bonds sell for his-
torically low premia over treasuries. 

Stock buyers load up on Google at
prices that make us dizzy. It is as if they
thought Google would be the last new thing
ever to come along. Volatility measures are
as low as they tend to go, advisors are con-
sistently bullish, and even the hedge funds
have stopped hedging — there was no
money in it, and they thought, nothing to
hedge against. Hedge funds have joined the
reckless chase for quarterly returns.
Managers who prudently hedge against
risk underperform their competitors. They
are quickly shouldered out the way. 

What is particularly odd about the pre-
sent lack of worry is that there seems to be
so many things to worry about. 

This week, for example, the yield curve
inverted. Lenders got more for short-term
loans to the government than for long
terms. That is odd in itself, of course. Risk
increases with time. As the years go by,
the more things that could go wrong will
go wrong. Investors normally want a little
extra yield to compensate for the extra risk
they take. Yet, the yield on a three-month
U.S. Treasury note was higher on Tuesday
than the yield on a 10-year note. Go figure.

Something has clearly gone wrong
already. But investors don’t seem to care.
And they don’t seem to care either that an
inverted yield curve is a classic sign of a
coming recession. There are a lot of reces-
sion predictors. But the yield curve hump-
ing over in the wrong direction — with
long-term yields lower than short-term
yields — is the most reliable predictor of
on-coming trouble.

Maybe investors don’t read the newspa-
pers. Tokyo had to close its stock market on
Tuesday. There were so many people trying
to sell all at once — with major tech stocks
plummeting — the exchange couldn’t keep
up with it. Could that happen in New York?
Who knows? But who worries?

Iran is also in the news lately. The neo-
cons are threatening to bomb the place.

We worry about a chain reaction that sets
off explosions in the oil market, in deriva-
tives, in emerging market debt, in Russia,
in China ... who knows where else? What
if oil shot up to $100 a barrel? That seems
like the least that might happen.

But again, we worry alone. Investors see
nothing to worry about. We read in the
Financial Times that Iran’s neighbor, Iraq, is
planning to sell bonds — $2.7 billion of
them. Who would buy bonds from Iraq? 

Meanwhile, America’s federal debt
pushed over $8 trillion recently. The money
supply is exploding at a 20 percent annual
rate. The trade deficit swells ... along with
the Fed’s deficits. The economy looks like
it has been stung on the face by a wasp. We
Americans can barely look at ourselves in
the mirror without feeling a little queasy.

Housing also seems worth a worry ... or
a mass. Early figures — and anecdotal evi-
dence — tell us that buyers are disappear-
ing. House prices are buckling in many
areas. Inventories are rising. Does anyone
bother to look on the wall; there must be
some handwriting on it. If real estate prices
stop going up, householders will lose an
important source of easy money in 2006.

The ATM machine in their bedroom will
be closed down. Consumer spending and
housing are 90 percent of GDP growth.
Without the housing boom, the economy is
almost certain to go into recession. Two
million people declared bankruptcy last
year — even with house prices rising at
double-digit rates. Imagine what will hap-
pen when the boom ends?

Already, the highways out of
California are getting crowded with peo-
ple leaving the state. No wonder. The typ-
ical house in Los Angeles sells for
$495,000. This is remarkable on several
levels. First, have you seen the typical Los
Angelino’s house? It is a misbegotten
affair, designed by a company that spe-
cializes in schools and prisons, glued
together with cheap materials, and graced
with no natural charm. It is comfortable,
but people feel no loyalty to it; they will
get out when the getting is good. 

House prices are peaking out, but
maybe now more people will be able to
afford them. How will it end?

(For more insight and analysis, visit
www.dailyreckoning.com.)
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You’ve put in long hours at the office
for years, saved diligently even during the
hard times and raised your children to be
independent adults. Now, with early retire-
ment quickly approaching, you know that
your planning has finally paid off. But,
before you set out for some wild adventure,
there might be some unfinished business
you need to consider as an early retiree.  

It is important to continue nurturing
your retirement nest egg, even after you’ve
quit work. But in order to do so, you will
need to decide how to deal with it in a tax-
efficient and financially prudent manner,
especially if you are retiring early.  

Instead of withdrawing all your retire-
ment plan assets from your employer-spon-
sored plan — such as a 401(k), you may
want to consider rolling all or part of it
directly into a tax-deferred traditional IRA. 

In general, there are two types of
rollovers: direct and indirect. With a direct
rollover, all of the assets in your employ-
er sponsored retirement plan are automat-
ically rolled into an IRA, so you won’t be
subject to any taxes or IRS penalties.

However, with an indirect rollover, you
withdraw the full balance of your employ-
er-sponsored plan.  You then have 60 days
to deposit all or part of these assets into
your traditional IRA and maintain your tax
deferral status. Because you are withdraw-
ing your assets from your 401(k) without
immediately rolling them into another tax-
deferred account, however, your employer
is required to withhold 20 percent of your
balance for federal income taxes and dis-
tribute the remaining funds to you.  

To complete your rollover, you must

replace the 20 percent withheld by your
employer with your own funds or with
other private funds. If you fail to deposit
the entire amount of your 401(k) with-
drawal into an IRA during the 60-day
rollover period, the amount your employ-
er withheld will be taxed. In addition, if
you are younger than 55 when you retire,
you also may face a 10 percent IRS early
withdrawal penalty on that amount.  

If you can afford to replace the 20 percent
withholding with other funds, it is in your
best interest to do so. You won’t owe any
additional tax on the distribution and you
may be entitled to a refund when you file
your tax return. The one setback in the mean-
time, however, is that you will temporarily
lose the use of those replacement funds.  

The rollover of your assets from a
401(k) into an IRA may include your
employee contributions made on both a
pretax and after-tax basis; any employer
contributions, including matching contri-
butions; and all earnings on your account.
It is important to remember that when you
roll over retirement assets into an IRA, the
amount you roll over is not included in
your taxable income for the year, so it
does not increase your tax liability.

Whatever you choose, remember, in
order for your nest egg to carry you into
the future, continue to evaluate what is
best for your retirement portfolio. As
things change, you must adapt according-
ly to make the most of your assets. 

(Brian Hepp is a financial consultant
for Santa Monica-based A.G. Edwards &
Sons, Inc. Member SIPC. He can be
reached at (310) 453-0077 or at
brian.hepp@agedwards.com. A.G.
Edwards is a full-service retail brokerage
firm that offers a complete spectrum of
financial products and services, including
stocks, bonds and mutual funds, financial
retirement planning and tax-advantage
investments.)

If early retirement is
an option, roll it over

MARKET
MATTERS
BY BRIAN HEPP

Copia gets kudos for creativity
By Daily Press staff

On the successful heels of 2005, which garnered Copia Creative a record five
awards, the Los Angeles based multi-media marketing agency is planning to further
integrate from marketing design to space design. 

In 2005, Copia Creative took home three Davey Awards. The International
Davey recognizes achievements of “creative Davids” who produce results based on
ideas without the need for huge budgets. In addition to the Davey’s, Copia received
a total of six accolades in a multiple of categories representing their commitment to
excellence across all service offerings.

Copia won a gold honor for its seven-minute DVD, a corporate image reel that
highlights the marketing and creative services it can offer prospective clients. The
piece includes samples of completed projects and image campaigns. The graphics,
visuals and production were all completed in-house and reflect Copia’s corporate
philosophy: Communicating vision. 

Copia’s first silver award came for its work on the Crowell, Weedon & Co. cor-
porate brochure. Copia produced a custom 16-page brochure which Crowell
Weedon could provide prospective clients identifying its position in the marketplace
and communicating the human side of its business. Copia also received a silver
award for their packaging work on OnAbout Australia. Copia’s brief was to execute
a marketable product package that communicated the OnAbout’s brand identity.

Previous awards include a gold award in the interactive category at the Promax
awards for its work on the Web site of an event staffing company called Before the
Party. 

Copia also was honored for its brand identity stationary design by The American
Design Awards for its work on The Victorian at Heritage Square. Print magazine
also acknowledged Copia Creative for their brand identity duck, duck, mousse in
their selective 2005 regional design annual.

“We appreciate such prestigious acknowledgments for our hard work and cre-
ativity,” said Michelle Adelson, creative director and president at Copia Creative.
“As an integrated marketing and creative firm, it is rewarding to our team to be rec-
ognized in such a variety of specialties from multimedia to product packaging.”

Copia Creative has made its mark offering integrated marketing and branding
consulting and creative services. Utilizing innovative strategies across a variety of
medium, Copia Creative’s services range from marketing consulting, web develop-
ment and an array of creative services from brand identity to packaging as well as
advertising, print collateral and multimedia. 
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BY MARY DALRYMPLE 
AP Tax Writer 

WASHINGTON — They may not know
it, but millions of taxpayers could be at
risk this year of owing the alternative min-
imum tax. 

Roughly 3.5 million individuals and
families filling out their 2005 tax returns or
visiting their accountants this spring will
discover they owe the tax. It was originally
imposed to make sure that the wealthiest
couldn’t use tax breaks or deductions to
eliminate their entire tax liability. 

But inflation and recent tax cuts push
more and more taxpayers into the grasp of
the alternative minimum tax each year.
Lawmakers had blunted the tax’s effect on
upper- and middle-income families in pre-
vious years, but ran out of time to keep the
fix in place this year. Those laws expired
at the end of 2005. This year, more than
15 million additional taxpayers could get
tipped into the tax’s reach unless
Congress acts first. 

Although it’s expected that lawmakers
will act to retroactively stop the tax from
hitting millions more individuals and fam-
ilies, taxpayers and their financial advis-
ers start the year in a cloud of uncertainty. 

“Normally, we tell our clients to plan
for the worst case and hope for the best.
This one’s kind of tricky,” said Don
Weigandt, who advises wealthy individu-
als at JPMorgan Private Bank. 

The alternative minimum tax, also
known as the AMT, works as a second
system of taxation that runs parallel to the
regular income tax. If you owe more
under the alternative tax than the regular
tax, you pay the higher amount. If you
don’t, the AMT can still limit the size of
your tax credits. 

The alternative minimum tax can be
unpredictable, but it tends to hit individuals
and families with certain characteristics.
Tax advisers say those include middle- to
upper-income people who live in states
with high income or real estate taxes, have
several children or take sizable deductions
for things like business expenses. 

The Internal Revenue Service has a tool
to help taxpayers determine whether they
need to pay attention to the tax. The AMT
Assistant, available on the tax agency’s
Web site, is an automated version of a
paper form and also an indication of the
complexity involved in its computations.
It’s called the “Worksheet to See if You
Should Fill in Form 6251 — Line 45.” 

The AMT Assistant could be most
helpful for taxpayers doing their returns
by hand. Most tax preparation software
checks for the alternative minimum tax
automatically. Other taxpayers need to
complete a draft of the Form 1040 through
line 44 to answer some questions about
income and certain deductions. 

There’s no easy way to know whether
the AMT lies in your future without doing
some calculations. 

“One of the things about the AMT is
that the AMT is illogical and inconsistent
in its application as to who it affects and
why. There’s no real pattern. There’s no
logic behind it,” said Alan Dlugash, an
accountant for high net worth individuals
and a partner at Marks, Paneth and Shron
LLP in New York. 

“So the way you have to deal with it is
you have to say, OK, let’s run the numbers.” 

Tax advisers recommend that individuals
and families who might fall into the alterna-
tive minimum tax next year make some of
those calculations, even though Congress
will probably make sure that millions of

threatened families never pay the tax. 
Ways and Means Committee Chairman

Bill Thomas, the California Republican
who serves as the House’s top tax writer,
said taxpayers take a risk if they assume
lawmakers will retroactively remove the
tax. But he said there’s a bipartisan com-
mitment to addressing the problem. “The
question is when and how,” he said. 

Even if you know it’s coming, it’s dif-
ficult to escape the alternative minimum
tax. Unless you want to relocate to anoth-
er state, most planning options involve the
timing of deductions and incentive stock
options. 

“The important thing to understand is
there are certain things you can do. They
may or may not help you,” said Jackie
Perlman, a senior tax research coordinator
for H&R Block. “It’s not something that is
just totally and completely under control.”

If you’re totally perplexed by the tax, at
least take heart that you’re not alone. 

“Being somebody who’s been a tax
lawyer for over 30 years, I find the AMT
to be almost inscrutable,” Weigandt said. 

BY EILEEN PUTMAN 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — Certain “red flags” on
a tax return increase the odds of being
audited: a six-figure income, home office
expenses, unusually high deductions or
credits, interest or dividend income that
doesn’t jibe with IRS records. 

And if you’re a high-profile celebrity,
watch out — the IRS keeps tabs on them,
too. 

Last year, the Internal Revenue Service
audited 1.2 million 2004 tax returns, up
about 20 percent over the previous year.
Overall odds of being audited are about 1
in 107 — 1 in 63 for those with incomes
over $100,000. 

Typically, the first inkling taxpayers
have that all is not well is a computer-gen-
erated IRS notice, which is considered a
“correspondence” audit. 

“No one wants to get that envelope
with ‘Internal Revenue Service’ in the
upper left-hand corner,” said Denise
Sposato, spokeswoman for H&R Block,
the tax-preparation company. “No good
can come of that, usually.” 

Not all problems are serious, though.
Tax returns with an incorrect Social
Security number or no signature can easi-
ly be corrected; resolving other problems
may only require sending the IRS copies

of records or correcting a math error. 
More serious tax issues involve under-

reporting income and overstating deduc-
tions, exemptions and credits. A tax return
with a large number of deductions may be
flagged. 

That shouldn’t discourage taxpayers
from claiming legitimate deductions and
credits, Sposato said, but records should
be kept backing up those claims. 

The IRS has no single formula that
determines which tax returns will be
audited, but certain situations increase the
odds. 

Deducting home office expenses,
which has become more restrictive in
recent years, may generate a flag. That’s
because people can only claim the part of
the home used exclusively and regularly
for business, and other restrictions may
apply. 

Trouble can also arise from the many
1099 forms people receive each January
showing interest, dividend and other pay-
ments they received during the year.
Though 1099s don’t have to be attached to
tax returns, the information on them has
already been sent to the IRS, which may
later check the taxpayer’s return to make
sure all income is reported. 

The IRS also checks information
reported on Schedule K-1 documents,
which cover income, deductions and cred-

its from partnerships, trusts and S-corpo-
rations. 

Celebrities have been known to attract
the IRS’ attention: Richard Hatch, who
won $1 million on the first season of the
reality show “Survivor,” was accused of
failing to pay taxes on his winnings; for-
mer District of Columbia Mayor Marion
Barry pleaded guilty to two misdemeanor
counts stemming from failure to file tax
returns in 2000. 

Other high-profile figures with past tax
woes include singer Willie Nelson, base-
ball’s Darryl Strawberry, Hollywood
madam Heidi Fleiss and hotel magnate
Leona Helmsley — who, according to a
witness at her 1989 tax fraud trial, once
declared, “We don’t pay taxes. Only the
little people pay taxes.” 

Even the rich and famous may quake at
the prospect of meeting face-to-face with
an IRS agent, and the prospect of that kind
of audit seems to bring out the worst in
some people. 

Richard Davis, an accounting professor
at Susquehanna University’s Sigmund
Weis School of Business in Selinsgrove,
Pa., said he saw some “very aggressive,
very annoying, very rude” taxpayers dur-
ing his tenure in the IRS’ chief counsel
office, which handled taxpayers’ audit
appeals. 

“They somehow get the idea the IRS is

out to get them, or maybe they think if
they’re really aggressive that will get a
better result,” Davis said. “They are so
mistaken.” Go in with a respectful atti-
tude, he advises, even if you are contest-
ing the IRS’ findings. 

Taxpayers truly daunted by having to
meet with an agent should hire a tax pro-
fessional — an attorney or tax preparer —
to go in their stead, Davis said. 

And, he noted, it’s always possible that
the IRS is wrong. 

“A lot of people have the misimpres-
sion that IRS agents know all this stuff
cold and they never make a mistake,”
Davis said. “That’s not the case.” 

Taxpayers have the right to appeal IRS
findings and, if the dispute can’t be set-
tled, to take their case to the Taxpayer
Advocate Service, which is part of the IRS
but operates independently and will help
taxpayers resolve problems. 

The IRS can also work out payment
plans for those who owe unpaid taxes,
interest or penalties. 

Congress set three years as the dead-
line, or statute of limitations, during
which the IRS can go back and make
additional tax assessments. But that time
can be extended if the IRS suspects seri-
ous There is no statute of limitations for
failure to file a return or when tax fraud is
suspected. 
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RESOLVING
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Herreid & Associates Consulting, Inc.
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Pacwest Mortgage

2212 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica, CA
310-392-9223 1-888-FOR-LOAN (367-5626)

VERY
AGGRESSIVE

RATES

30 year fixed 6.25%
10 year/1 arm 5.75%

7 year/1 arm 5.625%

5 year/1 arm 5.5%**

3 year/1 arm 5.5%**

1 year/1 arm 5.375%

6 mos./6 mo. arm 3.375%

1 mo./1 mo.arm 1.0%***

* Rates subject  to change

* As of January 11, 2006

** Denotes an interest only loan

*** Denotes Neg Am

Real Estate

Pacific Ocean Properties Broker Rob Schultz, #01218743 Department of Real Estate Phone - (916) 227–0864

PREMIER LISTINGS

7912 Osage
Westchester

$630,000

7436 Midfield
Westchester

$669,000

Build 2 Townhouses
Plans and permits

3448 Maplewood
Ave., Los Angeles

2432 21st St.,
Santa Monica

7250 W. 82nd
St., Playa del Rey

8314 Blewott
Ave., North Hills

Venice Canals
$1,825,000

1159 Nelrose Ave,
Venice
99,999!

2957 Lincoln Blvd.
Duplex, Santa Monica

$1,499,000

“Big Money Maker”
Lots of potential,

looking for investors
Call for more info (310) 392-9223

50 million dollar resort which includes:
Resort Components, Hotel amenities, Full
Service Spa, Convention Center, 250 rooms , 40
Cabanas ( 2 bdrm + 1 bth), 25 houses (3 bdrm +
2 bth), 10 townhouses (3 bdrm + 2 bth), 12
Vacant lots, Restaurants, Real Estate
Development,, Undeveloped Area, All sitting on
45 acres of beach property in Baja California.

124-126 Fowling
Ocean View Duplex

Playa del Rey
$1,499,000

IN ESCROW

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING!JUST REDUCED $100K

6644 Vista Del Mar
Playa del Rey

$1,699,000

5600 W. 79th Street
Westchester

$649,000

Recent
Transactions

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

Pacific Ocean Properties
2212 Lincoln Boulevard, Santa Monica 310.392.9223

TIME FOR A 30
YEAR FIXED?

Rates as low as 6%

New conforming loan amounts:
One unit $417,000, Two units $533,850, Three units $645,300, 4 units $801,950

Rob Schultz
Broker

Licensed California Broker #01381120

1101 Superba,
Venice

4020 Manhatten
Beach Blvd.

Photo
Unavailable

1815 W. Holme
#5, Westwood

2519 4th St. #9,
Santa Monica

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

IN ESCROW!
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RAZR V3RAZR V3RAZR V3

™FREE**

NOWNOWNOW
ONLONLYONLY

B luetoothTM S upport

*Requires new activation on 2-yr service agreement on $49.99 plan or higher. One time activation fee of $35.00 per line will apply. Subject to Customer Agreement, Calling Plan & credit approval. $200  early termination fee per line, other 
charges and restrictions apply. Offers and coverage not available everywhere. $1.75 regulatory fee p er line/month is our charge, not a tax. Roaming and long distance charges may apply. New subscribers  only. Equipment tax is based on the 
actual retail price of the phone. Price of phone without activation is $499.00. Prices subject to ch ange without prior notice.

1 -866-88-MOBILE
2600 Wilshire Boulevard  Santa Monica, CA (formerly Home Savings)

AMPLE FREE PARKINGAMPLE FREE PARKING
www.cellularfantasy.com

Business Hours:
Monday - Friday 9am - 6:30pm,
Saturday 9am-6pm, Closed Sunday

©

NO REBATE REQUIRED

4535308

V710

$4900*

NOW
ONLY

We carry a wide
range of handheld

accessories for
all your wireless

needs.

01594729

Show stopper

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
KC Hardy from Santa Monica, the lead vocalist for ‘Twisted Scholars,’ performs at 14 Below
last weekend. The Scholars wowed the crowd with songs from U2, Styx and Journey. Hardy
also performs Broadway tunes and live theatre. 



spent 10 minutes explaining the history of
Santa Monica.

“I have fallen in love with Santa
Monica ... It’s a small city that you can
move around very easily and I think I have
toured just about every area of the city,
either on bike or walking. It’s so cool to
stop and talk to people, to touch people.”

Ewell’s first day of work, Jan. 16,
began with a community celebration of
Martin Luther King in which the Civil
Rights leader’s eldest daughter, Yolanda

King, spoke to hundreds of Santa
Monicans. Following the celebration and
dedication of the new MLK Auditorium at
the new library, Ewell began to unpack his
boxes and put up family photos in his
office to feel more at home.

Ewell, who sat in on his first City
Council meeting on Tuesday, appeared
focused and never lost his composure —
even though the session lasted well past
midnight and there were plenty of issues
to tackle. He admitted on Tuesday morn-
ing that he was a bit anxious, but felt con-
fident because he’s been making an effort

to grasp the issues.
He’s also learning the politics of the

city, which has historically pitted business
interests, including the Chamber of
Commerce, with the Santa Monicans For
Renters’ Rights, a liberal group that has
held the majority on the City Council for
decades.

But based on the conversations Ewell has
had with various groups, most people are
excited to work together with a clean slate.

“The groups that I have touched based
with so far ... everyone is looking forward
to a new start and building new relation-
ships,” he said. 

Ewell is no stranger to politics — the
city of San Diego is reeling from a very
public political scandal involving city
employee pensions. The make-up of that
city’s City Council also has changed from
a conservative majority to a more liberal
one over the past several years.

As a former firefighter, fire chief and
city manager, Ewell has an extensive
background in public policy. He will earn
$245,000 a year in Santa Monica.

Armed with the knowledge he continues
to absorb from all of the city’s players,
Ewell plans to build a strategy and develop
a work plan in the next three months that
will guide him through the rest of the year.

Ewell starts his job as the mid-year
budget approaches and planning for the
next fiscal year begins. As a result, the
timing is right to focus on the city’s
finances as a top priority.

“Obviously that is a central priority for
any organization, to make sure our finan-
cial controls and stability are there,” Ewell
said, adding the city of Santa Monica is
heading into the next budget year with a
surplus of about $2.5 million. “Anytime
you have a cash reserve, it’s a good thing
... If I was sitting in San Diego right now,
I would be discussing what we would be
cutting.”

Last year, the city of San Diego faced a
$15 million shortfall and was in the throes
of a scandal over public employee pensions,
which bankrupted the local government.

The root of the problem in San Diego
was that political leaders wanted to spend
more than they were taking in. They did-
n’t have the revenue to offer city employ-
ees raises. So, instead, they offered
increased pension benefits. Now, San
Diego’s pension system is at least $1.4
billion short and there are legal questions
as to whether there were improper con-

flicts of interest that led to overly gener-
ous payments, according to news reports.

The city of San Diego’s books have
been under review by federal and local
investigators since February 2004, includ-
ing the Security and Exchange
Commission and the U.S. Attorney’s
Office. The wrongdoing goes back as far
as the mid 1990s, Ewell said.

To deal with a multi-million dollar
deficit in San Diego, Ewell had to make
difficult budget decisions, and return the
city to core services. Among the cuts were
200 positions, justified by the fact that 78
percent of San Diego’s budget was pay-
roll. There are about 11,000 people
employed by the city of San Diego, which
has a budget of about $2.4 billion.

“I took a lot of heat making those tough
decisions,” he said. 

Recruited by San Diego in 2001, Ewell
was named Assistant City Manager,
responsible for the day-to-day operations
of all city departments. He was then
appointed as San Diego’s City Manager
after Michael Uberuaga was forced out in
March 2004. The following November,
after voters passed a strong mayor form of
government measure, Ewell announced he
would quit in June 2005.

“The mayor asked to me to stay on as
CEO but I wanted to stay true to my profes-
sion and I believe in a City Manager form
of government ... I didn’t want to have to
answer to one person,” Ewell said. “And
this City Council here has a good, solid
commitment to Santa Monica and is an
intelligent, respectful body that wants to do
the right thing for the people of this city.”

That is one of the reasons Ewell was
attracted to Santa Monica, among many.

“The list is as long as my arm,” he said,
adding he was recruited by other cities,
but none measured up to Santa Monica.
“Santa Monica has a reputation for deal-
ing with issues head on and I like dealing
with issues head on. I don’t like to side-
step issues.”

Ewell said he sees his role as taking the
local government’s policies and translat-
ing them into everyday services for citi-
zens of Santa Monica.

“City Hall should not be the edifice that
everyone comes to but we go to them,” he
said, adding local government should
automatically meet the needs of the pub-
lic.  “When the public doesn’t even think
about city government, then we’ve done
our job.”
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Ewell takes to streets with an open ear
EWELL, from page 1

Got 
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If you see news happening 
or have something to report, call

the Santa Monica Daily Press 
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AA OLYMPIC
Self Storage

Serving Santa Monica and West L.A.
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+ FREE Lock
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to custody in Los Angeles County within weeks of his
May 2005 escape, according to the District Attorney’s
Office.

Taylor’s jury trial, which began last Friday, concerns
the kidnapping and home robberies that occurred in the
1000 block of Bay Street in Santa Monica. Taylor faces
seven felony charges related to those two incidents that
occurred on Oct. 18 and Nov. 4, 2004. Last February,
Taylor was charged for the Sunset Park crimes that
included one count of kidnapping, two counts of first-
degree burglary, two counts of first-degree residential
robbery and two counts of making criminal threats.

Taylor has also faced one count of unlawful driving or
taking of a vehicle, one count of receiving stolen proper-
ty, one count of resisting a police officer and one count of
driving as an unlicensed driver. Those charges, which he
was to stand trial for last May, stem from him allegedly
stealing a car in Las Vegas, according to the District
Attorney’s Office.

On Wednesday, Taylor took the stand as the last wit-
ness in the Sunset Park kidnapping case. Wearing a blue
and white striped, long-sleeved dress shirt and blue jeans,
Taylor admitted that he had been convicted of several
crimes since 1984 that occurred in California and Georgia,
but vowed that he’d never even set foot in Santa Monica.

“I’ve never been to Santa Monica, and I didn’t do it,”
Taylor told the court.

In California, Taylor is a twice convicted felon — he
served two years in state prison for a 1991 conviction for
burglary and served another 12 years in state prison for a
1994 burglary conviction. Both crimes occurred in
Torrance, according to the DA’s Office. Prior to his
California convictions, Taylor had been convicted in
Georgia of several robberies and thefts that date back to
1984, according to the DA’s Office. 

Taylor, who has short black hair, brown eyes and a
beard, stands six feet, four inches tall and weighs 215
pounds. The defendant seemed attentive, calm and polite
during Wednesday’s proceedings.

Prosecutors allege that in the fall of 2004, Taylor kid-
napped Betty Tomeo, 76, whom he stole from and threatened
to kill, first with a syringe and later with a screwdriver.

Closing remarks are to be concluded by Thursday, after
which the jury is expected to begin deliberating on the case.

TAYLOR’S TESTIMONY
Originally, former Olympic Silver Medalist Danny

Harris was charged with the kidnappings in November of
2004. Police arrested Harris after trained bloodhounds
following the scent of the black snow cap left by the kid-
napper led authorities to Harris’ room at the Clare
Foundation, a rehabilitation facility located off Lincoln
Boulevard south of Interstate 10. 

Harris tested positive for drugs in 1996 and was barred
from competition. He has struggled for years with
cocaine addiction. Harris, who captured a silver medal in
track in the 1984 Olympics, spent nearly two months in
jail before he was cleared of the charges.

Subsequent laboratory tests showed the kidnapper’s
snowcap contained Taylor’s DNA. According to the
DA’s Office, scientific analysis indicated there was a one
in fifty million chance the snowcap may not have been
Taylor’s. In addition to the snowcap, prosecutors said a
black T-shirt was found near the crime scene that also
belonged to Taylor. According to DNA analysis, it was
even more certain the T-shirt belonged to Taylor than the

snowcap. The odds of an error were one in a trillion,
prosecutors said.

Taylor was already in custody on the stolen car
charges. The two men, who share similar physical char-
acteristics, claimed not to know one another.

Prosecutors initially refused to drop the charges
against Harris, claiming the two men may have been
working together. Although Tomeo only saw one kid-
napper, at one point she said the kidnapper threatened to
kill her and burn down her house, and referenced that he
had two accomplices.

Prosecutors at the time pointed to three eyewitnesses
who picked Harris out of a photo lineup. The three wit-
nesses were a next-door neighbor who chased off the kid-
napper with a gun, a nearby resident who saw the kid-
napper strip off his shirt while fleeing the scene and the
victim, who picked Harris along with two other people in
the photo lineup as possibly the person who assaulted
her. Tomeo testified last week she was “positive” it was
Taylor who robbed her, but waited to see all the possible
suspects before making her determination official,
because she wanted to be certain she wasn’t mistaken.

Deputy District Attorney Kevin Halligan, prosecuting
the case, told the court on Wednesday that when Taylor
was initially questioned about the crimes, he denied having
taken part in them. Then, after the DNA analysis pointed
to him as the main suspect, he admitted he must have been
the perpetrator, since the evidence proved it. Later, as the
case approached trial, Taylor said he had been a drug
addict when the crimes took place and couldn’t recall if he
had committed them or not, prosecutors said.

Taylor told the court on Wednesday that the snowcap
and T-shirt had been stolen from him in early October of
2004, weeks before the alleged kidnappings had taken
place. Taylor said the items were in a bag which he set
down while playing basketball at Venice Beach. After
finishing his game, Taylor said he went to retrieve the
bag, but it was gone. 

Taylor’s attorney, Charles Elliot, was unable to pro-
vide the court with a copy of a police report to document
the alleged theft.

Halligan rebutted that, prior to Taylor’s testimony on
Wednesday, Taylor had neglected to tell investigators the
snowcap and T-shirt had been stolen. 

Halligan asked Taylor if he hadn’t committed the kid-
nappings where he was when the kidnappings took place.

During the first kidnapping, Taylor said he was likely
writing in an alley located behind the homeless shelter
where he was living. 

“I’m a writer,” Taylor told the court. “I often write
about the world and government.”

During the second kidnapping, Taylor said he was
likely hanging out with a friend.

There were no witnesses available to vouch for
Taylor’s whereabouts at the time the crimes were com-
mitted. 

“It’s clear Taylor didn’t have a chance to come up
with a story, until now,” Halligan told the court.
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Chris Warren
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Just two hours away, Downtown San Diego is booming. 
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District...and the best ocean views in Southern California!



not only with commercial and residential
development, but with mass transit con-
struction and the preservation of open
space. Shape the Future will also deter-
mine the pace of growth — a major con-
cern for residents, many of whom are
afraid of losing the small-town feel of
Santa Monica.

During the council meeting, officials
with the Transportation and Planning and
Community Development departments
laid out four land-use alternatives for the
council to consider. 

But before the council would debate
which plans they liked and would want to
study further, a majority felt it was neces-
sary to put on the breaks, review material
already on the table, and come back with
a clear method for developing a vision for
the city, along with a series of goals to
meet that vision. 

There was a complaint from residents
— echoed by council members Herb Katz
and Ken Genser — that the alternatives
proposed had no clear objectives or goals. 

“There is no ‘there’ there,” said
Geraldine Kennedy of the Santa Monica
Coalition for a Livable City, who com-
plained of a lack of an overall vision in the
alternatives, specifically in the area of
growth. “The authors have given you a pig
and a poke and said ‘trust us.’”

BACK TO THE FUTURE
The council instructed staff to dig up

the current land-use plan, last updated in
1984, to see if some of the objectives list-
ed there could be applied to Shape the
Future. Staff was also instructed to incor-
porate as much as they could from recent
community outreach sessions so as not to
give the impression that they were starting
from scratch or that the previous commu-
nity input was useless.

“I think we’re not far away from
(developing goals and a vision),” said
council member Pam O’Connor. “People
always react. It’s human nature. I think
instead of focusing so much of the nega-
tive we should look at the positives (of all
the alternatives).

“I’m not saying it’s not important to
look at the goals, I just don’t think they
will answer every question, so we need to
look at every alternative.” 

The alternatives presented Tuesday
were: Neighborhood Centers, Uptown/-
Downtown, Grand Boulevards and Status
Quo. All plans relied heavily on the con-
struction of light rail in the city, either by
Santa Monica itself or by the County of
Los Angeles in the form of the Exposition
rail line. 

Most of the council members and resi-
dents seemed supportive of the
Neighborhood Centers approach because
of its intention to preserve the identity of
small neighborhoods while limiting
growth and making public transportation
more easily accessible — to help increase
foot traffic and decrease the number of
cars on city streets. 

City officials said the concept of
Neighborhood Centers would focus on
mixed-use development along already
established corridors such as Pico,
Wilshire and Lincoln boulevards, as well
as development at the Bergamot Station,
which will link up with St. John’s
Hospital and help support more medical-
related uses.

Centers would also help create diversi-
ty as each would be designed to reflect the
uniqueness of a particular community.

BOULEVARDS OF BROKEN DREAMS
The alternative that seemed dead in the

water is the Grand Boulevards concept,
which O’Connor jokingly said suffered
mostly because of the inclusion of the
word “grand” in the title.

The concept would focus development
on major corridors and foster a  pedestri-
an-friendly environment by linking
mixed-use development with mass transit
stops. Streets would have light commer-
cial on the bottom floors of buildings with
apartments and work-live studios on the
second or third floors. Bicycle use would
be a priority. Downtown would continue
to be the focal point of activity.

Another alternative that did not fair
well with council members was the
Uptown/Downtown concept that would
create a smaller downtown-like communi-
ty near Bergamot Station with work-live
lofts for artists and an attention to light
rail. Members feared this proposal would
create too much development, bringing
with it traffic problems already seen in
downtown. The plan may also divide the
city in half, council members feared.

Most residents wanted a no or limited
growth proposal that would set a cap for
commercial development while focusing
more on increasing affordable, workforce
housing. Therefore, it would seem that the
Status Quo concept would be appealing. It
wasn’t. Residents are not pleased with the
way development is taking shape.

“We cannot go back (to 20 years ago)
and change the mistakes that have been
made, but that doesn’t mean we have to go
downwards,” said Arthur Harris. “If the
council is going to be captured by special
interests it should be the populous that
elected you, not the developers who have
already blighted downtown.”

Many residents are unhappy with the
way commercial development has taken
over the city, bringing with it people from
outside the community who cause traffic
jams during rush hour as employees trav-
el to and from work.

The growing number of condominiums
and high-end apartments have changed
the face of the city, residents said, and not
for the better, as lower income renters
have been forced to leave.

Resident Kent Strumple said that while
development has become a problem, that
cannot deter the council from moving for-
ward with a plan to accommodate the
inevitable. 

“Growth is going to happen,” Strumple
said. “I think planning for that is prudent.” 

Officials developing Shape the Future
said the reason why they did not have
many specific targets for growth, such as
how many apartments would be built, is
because they are merely studying initial
alternatives to see what tradeoffs they can
make and still adhere to the community’s
wishes that there be limited growth with a
focus on more affordable housing, histor-
ical preservation, and a well-functioning
mass transit system. To put certain limits
early on would be premature and may
force the design of one plan over others
with equal benefits, said Andy Agle, inter-
im director for the Planning Department.

Staff instructed the council Tuesday to
choose three alternatives to be studied in
detail. After Tuesday’s meeting, it is unclear
what those three alternatives will be, or if
they will be considered at all following the
council’s latest move to gather more input.
The issue is expected to come before the
council again in the coming weeks. 
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Time spent on the top three issues facing Santa Monicans
based on city surveys:

Homelessness: 0 minutes
Traffic: 1 hour, 40 minutes
Parking: 40 minutes

Public Comment:  3 hours, 25 minutes
City Council Discussion: 2 hours, 27 minutes

Time spent Discussing:
Policy: 3 hours
Land use: 2 hours, 30 minutes
Resident initiated concerns: 3 minutes

“Chits” (Public addressing City Council)

■ I’m glad it’s your decision and not mine.”
Judy Abdo

Former City Council member, alluding to the present
Council’s task of developing a new land-use plan for the

entire city.

■ “There is no ‘there’ there. The authors (of the Shape our
Future report) have given you a pig and a poke and said
‘trust us.’” 

Geraldine Kennedy
Santa Monica Coalition for a Livable City, on a perceived lack

of vision in the alternatives for land use development.

The following is a summation of what went
on in the Santa Monica City Council chambers
during the council’s January’s 24 meeting,
including a timeline, notable public comments
and excerpts taken.

5:45 p.m.: The council convened and recited
the pledge of allegiance. Mayor  Pro Tem Bobby
Shriver was not present.

5:52 p.m.: Consent items 1-A through 1-H,
with the exclusion of 1-C, were approved without
discussion. 

6:03 p.m.: Council went into closed session to
discuss litigation, as well as threats to public facil-
ities with chief of police.

7:06 p.m.: Members reconvened and returned
to item 1-C. Council member Herb Katz excused
himself over a conflict of interest and the remain-
ing members approved a tract map for a five-unit
housing project on 11th Street.

7:07 p.m.: Council heard testimony from stu-
dents regarding funding and expansion of programs
at the Pico Youth & Family Center. Public com-
ment is limited to two minutes because of the num-
ber of speakers scheduled (more than 90).

7:25 p.m.: Transportation and community
planning officials presented four proposed plans
for Shape the Future 2005, a 20-year plan on future
land use, from commercial and housing develop-
ment to mass transit and parks.

7:52 p.m.: Public comment on Shape the
Future 2005 began.

9:25 p.m.: Public comment ended. Council
voted to take a 10-minute recess, during which a
female gadfly wearing a red bonnet and blue wool
overcoat started pointing and scowling at the coun-
cil, at times yelling, “sexual harassment, sexual tor-
ture.” She was warned by a police officer to remain
quiet. She complied.

9:39 p.m.: Council reconvened and voted to
move Item A-8, which dealt with mid-year budget
changes, to the Feb. 14 meeting.

9:42 p.m.: Council discussed alternatives for
Shape the Future and ordered staff to return with
ways to collect community input and establish a set
of goals to guide the plan.

11:06 p.m.: An ordinance regulating the con-
version of restaurants into retail on the Third Street
Promenade is opened to public comment. Council
debated and ultimately passed the ordinance, but
with the understanding that a more equitable solu-
tion would be developed with Bayside District
Corp.

12:02 p.m.: Ordinance on changing affordable
housing incentives and density bonuses in accor-
dance with state law is approved as is the transfer
of the city’s cable service to Time Warner. Item 13-
A, dealing with an appointment to the Pier
Restoration Corp., was moved to a later date.

12:04 p.m.: Council heard public comment
regarding the alleged eviction of homeless people
from storage lockers near 14th Street and Memorial
Park. A comical rant from Will B. King, a street
performer, capped off the night along with a resi-
dent complaint about drug dealing and a series of
robberies in the Pico Neighborhood.

12:12 p.m.: Council convened in honor of the
late USC baseball coach Rod Dedeaux, who passed
away recently at 91

“I can’t claim to be good at preventing deviousness.”
City Attorney Marsha Jones Moutrie, making a joke in

response to a Council member Ken Genser’s request to
see if his proposed motion on land-use was promoting a

particular agenda.

COUNCIL COUNTDOWN

LET’S TALK CHIT

QUOTE OF NOTE

BY THE NUMBERS

Bergamot Station area is debated
SHAPE THE FUTURE, from page 1
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By The Associated Press

MANAMA, Bahrain — Michael Jackson visit-
ed a mall in Bahrain’s capital Wednesday, cov-
ering himself in a black abaya robe traditional-
ly worn by conservative Bahraini women and a
veil hiding his face. 

The 47-year-old pop star was accompanied
by three children whose faces were covered
with dark scarves. They wore yellow shirts and
sweat pants or khakis, without robes. 

Jackson was seen leaving Marina Mall hold-
ing a young child by the hand. On the way out
through a back door, he shook hands with secu-
rity guards. 

He was wearing an abaya, a robe with long
sleeves, under which his pants, white shirt and
men’s shoes could be seen. His head and face
were wrapped in a black veil and he was wear-
ing black gloves. 

The veil, abaya and gloves were of a style
typically worn by conservative Bahraini
women, though Jackson appeared to be wear-
ing them to hide his identity. 

A woman wearing an abaya, jeans and a
scarf over her head that partially covered her
face accompanied Jackson. She asked photog-
raphers to respect their privacy, saying they
were scaring the children. 

Since his June acquittal in California on
child molestation charges, Jackson has made
several trips to Bahrain as a guest of Sheik
Abdullah bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the son of
Bahrain’s king. 

In November, Jackson stirred a small con-
troversy in the United Arab Emirates by
entering the ladies room in a shopping mall.
His publicist, Raymone K. Bain, said Jackson
didn’t understand the Arabic sign on the door
and left the bathroom when he realized his
mistake. 

REDWOOD CITY, Calif. — Victor Willis, the
original policeman in ‘70s disco band the
Village People, skipped a court hearing where
he was due to be sentenced on drug and gun
charges and now faces more than three years in
prison, prosecutors said. 

Willis, 54, had been scheduled to surrender
Tuesday after four months on the run but he
failed to show up for the hearing in San Mateo
County Superior Court, prosecutors said. It was
his second no-show. 

He was facing a maximum of 16 months in
state prison after pleading no contest to charges
he had cocaine and a loaded handgun when he
was arrested in Daly City in July. Prosecutors
said he was on probation for another cocaine
conviction at the time. 

Willis was freed in lieu of $100,000 bail, but
failed to show up for his sentencing hearing in
October. His case was featured on the televi-
sion crime show “America’s Most Wanted” in
December. The segment is scheduled to re-air
in February. 

The songwriter and performer left the
Village People in the late 1970s. His last
known address was a trailer park in Daly City. 

LOS ANGELES — The Los Angeles middle
school attended by high-profile attorney
Johnnie Cochran Jr. will be renamed in his
honor, officials said. 

The Los Angeles Unified School District
Board of Education voted unanimously
Tuesday to rename the 1,900-student Mt.
Vernon Middle School after the lawyer best
known for representing O.J. Simpson. 

“This extraordinary, superb lawyer with
movie-star celebrity status was an outstanding
student at Mt. Vernon Middle School and Los
Angeles High School,” said Scott
Schmerelson, principal. 

Cochran died last March in Los Angeles at
age 67. He was diagnosed with an inoperable
brain tumor in December 2003. 

Besides Simpson, Cochran’s celebrity client
list included football great Jim Brown, whom
he defended on rape and assault charges, actor
Todd Bridges, who faced attempted murder
charges, Tupac Shakur on a weapons charge,
Snoop Dogg on a murder charge and Sean
“Diddy” Combs on gun and bribery charges
stemming from a nightclub shooting. 

LONDON — The Arctic Monkeys sold almost
120,000 copies of their debut album in a single
day, and it may become one of the year’s top-
sellers, retailers said. 

The British band shot from obscurity to
fame in a matter of months, thanks partly to
savvy use of the Internet to market their music
to fans. 

A stream of adulatory media articles fol-
lowed, and the group’s debut singles, “I Bet
You Look Good on the Dancefloor” and
“When the Sun Goes Down,” both topped the
British singles chart. 

The band’s album, “Whatever People Say I
Am, That’s What I’m Not,” sold 118,501
copies within 24 hours of its release Monday,
more than the rest of the top 20 album chart
combined. If sales hold up, it will become
Britain’s fastest-selling debut, surpassing the
306,631 copies sold by Hear’Say’s “Popstars”
in 2001. 

Phil Penman, head of music for retailer
HMV, said Tuesday the Monkeys were “well
on their way to having the first million-selling
album of 2006.” 

Formed in 2003, the quartet from Sheffield
in northern England signed last year to
Domino, the independent record label that is
home to Scots rockers Franz Ferdinand. 

Broadway Loews Cineplex
1441 Third St.
(310) 458-1506
King Kong
1pm    4:45pm    8:30pm
Tristan & Isolde
1:15pm   4pm   7pm  9:45pm
Walk the Line
1:45pm    4:30pm    7:30pm    10:30pm
Looking for Comedy in the Muslim World
2:15pm  5pm  7:45pm  10:15pm

Mann’s Criterion Theatres
1313 Third St.
(310) 395-1599
Hoodwinked
12:20pm  2:30pm  4:40pm  6:50pm
9:00pm
Munich
11:20am   2:50pm  6:30pm    10pm
Memoirs of a Geisha
12:30pm    3:40pm 7pm    10:20pm
The Ringer
12pm    4:50pm  9:30pm
Hostel
12:10pm    2:40pm    5pm    7:40pm
10:10pm
Rumor Has It
2:20pm   7:10pm
Last Holiday
11:10am   1:50pm  4:30pm  7:20pm
10:30pm

AMC 7 Santa Monica
1310 Third St.
(310) 289-4AMC
Cheaper By the Dozen 2
2:15pm    4:40pm
Chronicles of Narnia
1pm    4pm    7pm    10:05pm
The Family Stone
7:10pm    9:40pm
Fun with Dick & Jane
2:30pm    5:10pm   7:40pm    9:50pm
Glory Road
1:40pm  4:30pm  7:20pm  10pm
The New World
1:10pm  4:10pm  7:15pm  10:20pm
Syriana
1:25pm    4:20pm    7:25pm    10:15pm
Underworld: Evolution
2pm  4:50pm  7:30pm  10:10pm

Nuwilshire Theatre
1314 Wilshire Blvd.
(310) 394-8099
Brokeback Mountain
12:15pm    3:45pm    7pm    10pm
Casanova
1pm    4:10pm    7:20pm    9:55pm

Laemmle 4-Plex Theatre
1332 Second St.
(310) 394-9741
Match Point
1:10pm    4:05pm  7pm    9:55pm
Mrs. Henderson Presents
1:45pm    4:30pm    7:10pm    9:45pm
Good Night, and Good Luck
1:15pm    4:30pm    5:45pm    8pm
10:15pm
Why We Fight
1:55pm   4:40pm   7:30pm  9:50pm

M O V I E G U I D E
S H O W T I M E S  F O R  J A N U A R Y  2 4 ,  2 0 0 6

In 1837, Michigan became the 26th
state. 
In 1841, Britain formally occupied
Hong Kong, which the Chinese had
ceded to the British. 
In 1861, Louisiana seceded from the
Union. 
In 1870, Virginia rejoined the Union. 
In 1911, the Richard Strauss opera
“Der Rosenkavalier” premiered in
Dresden, Germany.
In 1950, India officially proclaimed
itself a republic as Rajendra Prasad
took the oath of office as president. 
In 1962, the United States launched
Ranger 3 to land scientific instruments
on the moon _ but the probe missed
its target by some 22,000 miles. 
In 1979, former Vice President Nelson A.
Rockefeller died in New York at age 70. 
Ten years ago: First lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton testified before a
grand jury connected to the
Whitewater probe. Hours before a mid-
night deadline, a confrontation-weary
Congress voted to avert a third federal
shutdown and finance dozens of agen-
cies for seven more weeks. Olympic
wrestler Dave Schultz was fatally shot
at the suburban Philadelphia estate of
John E. du Pont; du Pont surrendered
48 hours later. (Du Pont was later con-
victed of third-degree murder but
mentally ill; he’s serving a 13- to 30-
year sentence.) 

MORE TODAY IN HISTORY

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

Questions or comments? Email calendar@smdp.com

Santa Monica Daily Press

Jacko spotted wearing black robe, veil
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COMICS
Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

Garfield® By Jim Davis

Speed Bump® By Dave Coverly

T

F

E

310.393.2727
928.222.9992
Bruce@Architects-Engineers.net

B r u c e R u d m a n

A r c h i t e c t s + E n g i n e e r s

27 years of professional expertise in

office, residential, food service,

retail, healthcare and telecom.  Our

team manages all aspects from

creative concepts, acurate docu-

mentation, expedited plan

checks and construction man-

agement.  Renovation and

new construction projects

using traditional architec-

ture through full turn-key

development.  Always,

open communication
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CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale
Furniture
Pets
Boats

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel
Vacation Rentals
ApartmentsCondos for Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commercial Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness
Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Obituaries

$3
50

per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.  

Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 38,600.

CCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDDSS

CLSS - Interns

Employment
APARTMENT MANAGER/ assistant
couple for senior building, F/T salary,
2 bdrm apt + benfits. Fax resume to
(310)393-4282.

ASST MGR, RETAIL 
Put your love of travel & your friendly
personality to work for the industry
leader in travel supplies.  We carry
unique, high-quality travel products
that you’ll love to sell.  Competitive
$s.  Retail management exp, travel &
some foreign languages a +.    Fax
resume to 805-568-5406 or e-mail
hr@magellans.com.

AMERICA’S LEADING SOURCE OF
TRAVEL SUPPLIES

www.magellans.com

CAREER OPPORTUNITY. Real estate
agent needed immediately. Possible
draw($90), proven record much more.
Must live in SM, West L.A., Brentwood.
Excellent mentor. (310) 820-6059
COUNTER HELP needed. Cafe near 3rd
St. Promenade on Broadway. Must be
experienced. Immediate openings,
day and evening shifts. Apply
afternoons in person. 215 Broadway,
SM. (310) 396-9898.
F/T ADMINISTRATIVE assistant,
windows proficient, filing, phones,
process paperwork. Fax resume and
salary requirements to the Salvation
Army Adult Rehab Center (310) 450-
7518.

FIT FEMALE MODEL WANTED FOR
FIGURE DRAWING BY ARTIST. No
experience necessary call. (818) 501-
0266

FULL TIME receptionist/
administrative assistant.
Competitive pay and benefits.
Immediate opening. Lexus Pre-
Owned Santa Monica (310) 319-
1661. Ask for Alan.

GOLD IS HOT!
$100K in 2006
Merit Financial, a 20 year company
based in Santa Monica, is seeking
accomplished sales execs for an
above average income. Candidate
should have extensive successful
sales background. Leads from TV,
radio, email.
Call Peter (310) 394-6567

MAINTENANCE

ALL around handyman with
maintenance skills. Commercial

bldg., Bev. Hills. Live within 8
miles. Legal and English speaking. 

310-657-8798

Employment
HIGH END Santa Monica Tire Shop
needs full time:

*Service Manager

*Mechanic

*Tire Technician

Great Pay and benefits. English a
must. (310) 393-0767

HIRING 2 P/T production employees
and one customer service agent for
new SM business Mon-Sat. Call
(310) 656-0103
IMMEDIATE POSITIONS available in
the housekeeping department of St.
John’s Health Center. All shifts
available, PT/ FT. Hospital
housekeeping preferred. Call
(310) 829-8431 for interview.

MALIBU LIVE-IN caregiver, 2 nights.
Fri-Sun. English speaking a must.
Compensation open. (310) 457-
7997

NAZARETH HOUSE, a Long Term
Care Facility in West LA has an
opening for a full-time
Bookkeeper/Business Office
Coordinator.  Must have an
associate degree in accounting or
business related field or equivalent
experience.  Send resume to
mbrody@nazarethhousela.org or
call Sister Margaret at
310.839.2361

NEED DRIVER for delivery 10-6, Mon-
Fri. Call (310) 656-0103.

NURSING: PRIVATE duty, Malibu.
LVN or RN. 12 hour nights. Call
Bonnie (323)782-0303. Fax resume
to (323)782-0330.

SEEKING ADVERTSING 
★ SALES INTERN ★

Santa Monica publication seeks an
intern to assist the advertising
sales team. The candidate who
will fill this position is interested in
sales, marketing, and advertising,
has good written and verbal
communication skills, takes
initiative, is detail oriented, willing
to learn, organized, works well
with technology, has at least some
knowledge of microsoft word and
outlook, is friendly, and outgoing.
Must have your own transportation
with a valid driver’s license and
insurance. 20-25 hours a week.
Compensation provided. College
credit available. Interested parties
should email résumés to
schwenker@smdp.com or call Rob
Schwenker at 310-458-7737
x103.

URGENTLY NEEDED. Handyman,
Carpenter, Tile, Plumber, etc. Pay
$15+?/hr. 6 units, Ocean Park.
(310) 392-0052

URGENTLY NEEDED. Help with
paperwork, organizing in Santa
Monica. (310) 392-0052.

For Sale
SPA/HOT TUB 2006 Model. Neck Jets.
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used.
Can deliver. Worth $5750, sell for

For Sale
$1750 (310) 479-3054

Furniture
LARGE MAHOGANY dining room table
with 8 matching black chairs. 2 very
large black china cabinets. $850 for
everything. (310)985-2652

Vehicles for sale
‘00 CARRERA $49,981
CAB, H/Top, 18K Miles,

Tip (45653290)
(310) 453-2045

www.wisimonson.com
‘00 CONTINENTAL

$10,995 33Kmi,
PrlWht/TanLthr, Luxury

Ends 1/26 (764263)
(800) 406-7782

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘00 ES 300 
$16,995

Very Nicely Kept, Loaded,
Must See!

(098077) 866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa Monica

‘00 PASSAT GLS 4Mtn
$13,995 Sedan, AWD,

Loaded! (E230648)
GRAND OPENING
(866) 925-3333

MITSUBISHI SANTA MONICA
‘01 ACURA MDX

Touring Pkg. $22,988
Leather, Moonroof, Alloys

(515277)
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘01 CABRIO GLX 

$14,995
Loaded, Must See!

(514966) 
866-VW DEAL

Volkswagen Santa Monica
‘01 LEXUS RX300

$21,988
Silver/ Black, Lthr, Moon,

Alloys (084321)
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘02 BEETLE GLS

$16,477
Silver over Gray, Lthr, Low
Miles, Loaded, M/R, Alloys
(416881) 866-VW DEALS

Volkswagen Santa Monica
‘02 CARRERA CAB
$57,981, 13K Miles

(25650367)
(310) 453-2045

www.wisimonson.com
‘02 GOLF GLS

$13,997
35 + MPG, Certified, 

4 Door, Low Miles, Clean!
(047202) 866-VW DEALS

Volkswagen Santa Monica
‘02 MONTERO LS $12,995

Auto, Low Miles, 2WD,
LOADED! (012668)
GRAND OPENING
(866) 925-3333

MITSUBISHI SANTA MONICA
‘02 PASSAT GLS WGN!

$18,497
Cerified, Loaded, Leather

GLS, Premium Sound
258724 866-VW DEALS

Volkswagen Santa Monica
‘02 SENTRA GXE $8,995
Full Power, Alloys, Lo Lo

25,365mi (641801)
GRAND OPENING
(866) 925-3333

MITSUBISHI SANTA MONICA
‘02 TOYOTA 4RUNNER

$14,988
SRS, Certified, White

(227662)
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

Vehicles for sale
‘02 TOYOTA COROLLA

$9,988
Sport, Silver

(586027)
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘02 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

$12,988
SRS, PwrPkg, Alloys, 
Cass, CD (024159)

(800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘03 325I CONV. $32,981

Slate Gray/ Ash 
Spt Prem Cpe (3PC90080)

(310) 453-2045
www.wisimonson.com

‘03 4RUNNER LTD
$25,995 Only 19K Miles,

Ends 1/26 (011563)
(800) 406-7782

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER
‘03 BEETLE COUPE 

Only $14,477
Low Miles, Great Color, 

Best Buy- Loaded, 
Leather & More 

(44158) 866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa Monica

‘03 BEETLE GLS
Conv’t $21,777
Leather, Loaded 
Low Low Miles

(328544) 866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa Monica

‘03 CAMRY V6, 26Kmi,
MUST SEE, Lthr, Mnrf, CD,

JblSnd, Every Opt. 
Ends 1/26 (109262)

(800) 406-7782
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER
‘03 CLK55 $47,984
Blk/Blk, CD Changer

(3F051379)
(310) 453-2045

www.wisimonson.com
‘03 GX470. . . . . $34,995

3rd Seat, Rear A/C, Loaded
Ends 1/26 (004744)

(800) 406-7782
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘03 JETTA 1.8T 
$14,275

Great Value, 
Low Miles, Certified

(133569) 866-VW DEAL 
Volkswagen Santa Monica

‘03 LANCER EVOLUTION
$26,995

Turbo, Ld’d, Low 
32K Miles (U12411)

GRAND OPENING
(866) 925-3333

MITSUBISHI SANTA MONICA
‘03 M3 CONVERTIBLE

$46,981
Pewter/ Ash (2F130928)

(310) 453-2045
www.wisimonson.com

‘03 R. R.  4.6HSE $51,981
Black/ Tan Navi

(3A123568)
(310) 453-2045

www.wisimonson.com

‘03 RX 300 Loaded
$27,995 23Kmi, Lexus

Cert 3YR/100K. Ends 1/26
(157634)

(800) 406-7782
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘03 SAAB 9-3 SE
$24,988

Conv’t. Turbo, Leather,
20K Miles (005778)

(800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

1986 MAZDA 626 5spd. Runs great.
$1,000. (310) 266-0482

Vehicles for sale
‘03 SC430 . . . Low Miles!

Indigo Blue, 
Ends 1/26 (043235)

(800) 406-7782
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘04 G35 COUPE 7K Miles!
Ends 1/26

(Vin822636)
(800) 406-7782

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘04 PASSAT 
ONLY $15,997

Low Miles
Silver and Gray

(147841) 866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa Monica

‘04 PORSCHE CAYENNE
$46,981 White/Tan, Tip

(4LA65825)
(310) 453-2045

www.wisimonson.com
‘04 VOLKSWAGEN R32

$29,995
AWD, Leather, Moonroof,

Alloy Wheels (130632)
GRAND OPENING

(866) 925-3333
MITSUBISHI SANTA MONICA

‘05 325I SDN $33,981
Black/ Black, Spt Prem

(3KP92844)
(310) 453-2045

www.wisimonson.com
‘05 G500. . . . $69,981

Black/ Ash Beauty
(5X160408)

(310) 453-2045
www.wisimonson.com

‘05 ML500. . . . . $44,981
Blk/ Blk Cd Changer

(6A024969)
(310) 453-2045

www.wisimonson.com

‘06 RX400H HYBRID
4x4, 3Kmi, Navi, 
Bluetooth, Dual

Headrest, rear ent 
Ends 1/26 (010582)

(800) 406-7782
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘91 TOYOTA CAMRY
$5,988

75K Miles, Pwr Pkg
(058181)

(800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

‘95 SC400 $9,495
Sport Coupe, Loaded

(045528)
GRAND OPENING
(866) 925-3333

MITSUBISHI SANTA MONICA
‘98 ML320 MUST SEE!

$14,995 Leather, Loaded!
Ends 1/26 (043164)

(800) 406-7782
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘99 4RUNNER LIMITED
$13,995 Leather, Mnrf,
CD, 1 Owner Ends 1/26

(101272) (800) 406-7782
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘99 CHRYSLER TOWN &
COUNTRY TD $10,988

Leather, DualAC,
ChromeWhls (582892)

(800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

CLSS - Cash 4 Cars

All makes & models, any condition.
We come to you and handle all paper

work. Friendly professional buyer.
Please call now! (310) 995-5898

$$ CASH FOR CARS $$

Vehicles for sale
CLSS - We Pay $500-$7000
We pay $500-$7,000
Cash for cars/trucks
1959-2001 - Fast, polite service.

Call 310/736-5007 7 DAYS

For Rent
$1495 NORTH of Wilshire, Prime
location, Santa Monica, lower one
bedroom/ one bath, paid utilities,
backyard and patio, 7 blocks to
beach, (310)395-1495
0CLSS - Renters: Stop PayingRENTERS: Stop paying your

landlords mortgage. Affordable
housing in Los Angeles.
Free lists of properties with no money down.
Free recorded message.
1-800-969-8257 #4001
www.LARenters.net

501 N. Venice single unit 5 and 10,
$950. Stove, fridge, carpets, blinds,
laundry, no pets, utilities included.
(310) 574-6767 jkwproperties.com
CLSS - Beautiful Montana Gardens

Room and Board
401 Montana Avenue

Your home away from home.

Daily meals, laundry, housekeep-
ing, utilities, and cable. 1 Bdrm, 1
Bath + Full Kitchen. Seniors and
all ages welcome.

NOW AVAILABLE
$2,800/MO
(310) 245-9436

BEAUTIFUL

MONTANA GARDENS

CLSS - Elly Nesis the Best RentalsBEST
RENTALS

ELLY NESIS CO. INC
(310) 396-4443

ellynesis.com

LOCATED STEPS north of Montana in a
very desirable location with many
shops & restaurants. Close to ocean.
Has front & back yard. Front building
has fireplace in living room, 1
bedroom& bath, kitchen. 1 car garage,
rear building has 2 offices & laundry/
utility room with hookups. All building
fully networked for computers. Zoned
commercial in residential
neighborhood. Perfect for living work
space. Nurit (800) 714-4993

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310) 869-7901

1037 5th Street
Upper, 3 bdrm $2495

2 bath, 2 car parking, laundry

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE
FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AT:
www.howardmanagement.com

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737
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For Rent

ROQUE & Mark Co.
2802 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-828-7525
Sales, rentals, property
management.

RENTALS AVAILABLE, NO PETS
ALLOWED
For listings, please go to
www.roque-mark.com

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA
1501 Washington, $1750

Lower 2 bed, balcony, pri-
vate garage, gas stove,

fridge, laundry room

828 6th St. $2000
Upper 2 bed, 11⁄2 bath,

remodeled, Balcony, new
appliances, new Pergo

floors, Near Montana Ave

937 6th St. $2200
Upper 2 bed, new carpet

&  Linoleum, fridge &
stove, balcony

1527 9th St. $2500
Front, upper 2 bed + loft,

2 1⁄2 baths, Balcony &
deck, 2 parking spaces 

WESTSIDE
10270 Palms Blvd., $1150
2 bed, New carpet, new

Bath linoleum, gas stove,
fridge

11905 Avon Way, Mar Vista, $1025
Lower 1 bed, new carpet,
new bath linoleum, gated

entry & parking,

1152 Venice Blvd., Venice, $1600
Upper 1 bed, complete

remodel, All top of the line
appliances, cabinets, &

fixtures

12258 Montana, BW, $2300
2 bed, 1 3⁄4 bath, new

granite counters, New car-
pet, gated entry & parking

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

ROQUE &

MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company. 
2111 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA
90403.
MAR VISTA, townhouse style. 11621
Braddock Drive, Unit 1 $1300. 2
bdrm/1 1/2 bath. Stove, blinds,
carpet, washer/dryer hook-ups, patio,
intercom entry, gated parking, no pets
(310) 967-4471 jkwproperties.com

PALMS/BEVERLYWOOD $995.00.
1bdrm/1bath. Lower Unit. Appliances,
Parking, No pets. 2009 Pruess Rd., #9
Open for viewing: 9am-6pm

For Rent
SANTA MONICA $2200/mo
3bdrm/2bath Carpet Floors, 2-car
Parking , laundry, refrigerator,
dishwasher, balcony, fireplace.
( 3 1 0 ) 3 9 5 -
RENT www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1150/mo
1bdrm/bath  Hardwood floors, Upper,
parking, laundry on site, refrigerator,
stove, (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1240/mo
1bdrm/1bath, Carpet Floors, Upper,
pool, laundry, quiet neighborhood,
refrigerator, stove (310)395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1300/mo
2bdrm/1bath Carpet floors, Bright
upper corner, Parking included,
available now. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1575/mo
2bdrm/1bath, near beach.  Will
consider pet, Hardwood/ carpet floors,
laundry. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1650/mo 2bdrm/
2Ba Month-to-month lease, , Parking ,
laundry refrigerator, dishwasher,
granite kitchen, jacuzzi (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $2100 3bdrm/2bath.
New carpets, Upper, 2-car parking,
laundry, dishwasher, balcony
(310)395-RENT.
www.westsiderentals.com
Santa Monica $875/mo  Studio/1Bath,
No pets, New carpets, Parking,
separate kitchen, closet/storage
space. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $990/mo.
1bdrm/1bath. Carpets, upper, parking,
gated building.  1/2 block from
college. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA bachelor/1bath
$825/mo. Hardwood floors, pool,
laundry, yard,  very light and bright.
( 3 1 0 ) 3 9 5 - R E N T .
www.westsiderentals.com

SENIORS- AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Live in a BEAUTIFUL

apt/suite in Beverly/Fairfax or
Santa Monica: Starting at

$400/month
(323) 650-7988

VENICE, STORAGE space located just
off North Venice Blvd. Highly desirable
location. $250 (310) 396-4443 x2002
ellynesis.com

For Rent
VENICE, BEAUTIFUL 2 bedroom
apartment close to Beach and Venice
commercial centers. Very spacious
unit with lots of light. 1 year lease. No
pets or smokers. $1800. (310) 396-
4443 x 2002 ellynesis.com

VENICE, MDR Adjacent. Beautiful
contemporary 2Bd, 2.5Ba 2-story
townhome w/fireplace, high ceilings,
gated entry and 2 car gated parking.
Dishwasher, laundry facilities, 1 year
lease, no pets. $1,895. (310) 396-
4443 x2002 ellynesis.com

VENICE, MDR ADJACENT. Single,
fireplace, newer gated building with
gated parking, courtyard area, quiet
neighborhood. Laundry rm. 1 year
lease, no pets. $995. (310) 396-4443
x 2002 ellynesis.com

VENICE, SUNNY large 2bdrm, 1bath
w/2 balconies and unbelievable ocean
views! 1/2 block to beach with 1 car
garage parking. 1 year lease, no pets.
No smoking. $2200 (310) 396-4443
x2002 ellynesis.com

VENICE. Quaint bungalow in garden
setting. Very private and quiet. 1 year
lease. No pets. $1700. (310) 396-
4443 x 2002 ellynesis.com

VENICE. ROOM IN a house with a
shared bathroom @ 52 Dudley Ave.
Lots of charm. Has private balcony. 1
block from beach. 1 year lease, No
pets. No smoking. $745 (310) 396-
4443 x2002 ellynesis.com

Commercial Lease
CLSS - 1,000-5,000 sq

1610 BROADWAY
1,000-5,000 SQ FT

Ground Floor
Creative Space

20 FT+ Ceilings
Available Now

Sid Friedman
310-526-0310

CLSS - Individual Private
1617 BROADWAY

Individual Private
Offices with Windows 

New building. 
All services included.

Reception telephone answering. 

High speed T-1 Internet. 

Full use of conference rooms,

copier, printer, faxes...etc.

Parking. Flexible lease terms.

310-526-0310

DOWNTOWN SANTA MONICA Private
Office Approx. 270-720 sq/ft,
Windows/ A/C, 310-394-3322

SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. Very
charming building, small offices.
Between $700/mo & $1200/mo.
Includes utilities & cleaning.
(310) 614-6462

Commercial Lease
SANTA MONICA
2 offices- 1 w/balcony, some ocean
view + work station. Great location!
Lessor is motivated. Incentives
offered. Available NOW. (310) 418-
4679

SANTA MONICA. Medical Building, 9th
and Wilshire. 2500 square feet, fourth
floor, patio. Also third floor, 2400
square feet, can reduce to two 1200
square ft. offices (must see). Dual
elevators, 3 levels of underground
parking. Will construct two specs
upon acceptable lease. (310) 923-
8521 or (310) 260-2619.
SANTA MONICA: 320 Wilshire at Third
Street Promenade. approx. 100 sqft
office space. $500. Available now!
(310) 576-3433
SM. OFFICE or Gym, 2422 Wilshire
Blvd. 1000sf, $1800mo, free parking.
PAR Commercial (310) 395-
2663 x101
VENICE, AVAILABLE Month to Month
until 5/31/06. Great office space
located 1 block from beach and 1/2
block from Windward Avenue. All
utilities included. Approx 365 sq.ft.
1 room with common area bathroom,
concrete floors, exposed beamed
ceilings. $775 (310) 396-4443 x2002, 
ellynesis.com
VENICE, INCREDIBLE CAMPUS Entire
Property  inc. office, garden and
parking areas! Historical 1919
Craftsman house which was torn
down in 2005 and rebuilt from the
foundation up. Everything is first class
and authentic. The space has wood
ceilings, brand new antique style
moldings, windows, electrical,
plumbing, ethernet, communication,
DVR with cameras, gated parking,
storage basement, central AC & Heat,
incredible gardens, 60+’ of Lincoln
frontage, lots of street parking on San
Miguel. 853 Lincoln Bl. $6,500 NNN
(310) 396-4443 x2006.

Real Estate
0CLSS - Fixer Uppers/4548
FIXER UPPPERS
Bargains

Call for a free list
Free recorded message.
1-800-969-8257 ID #4548
www.LaFixerUppers.net

CLSS - 10 Questions

WARNING
10 Questions to Ask Before

You Hire An Agent

Do not hire an agent before
you read this special Free

Report.

Free recorded message
1-888-465-4534 ID# 1006

www.matillarealty.com

Real Estate
PAC WEST MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd. in Santa Moncia
1-888-FOR-LOAN
310-392-9223

We Feature 100% interest only loans

Rob Schultz, Broker
Licensed California
Broker #01218743

Equal Housing Lender

PAC
WEST
MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd in Santa Monica

1-888-FOR-LOAN
310 392-9223

NEW CONFORMING
LOAN AMOUNTS
1 Unit $417,000
2 Units $533,850
3 Units $645,300
3 Units $645,300
4 Units $801,950

ROB
SCHULTZ

BROKER
LICENSED CALIFORNIA

BROKER #01218743

VERY AGGRESSIVE

RATES
TIME FOR A 30
YEAR FIXED?

RATES AS LOW AS 6%
30 YEAR FIXED 6.75%

10 YEAR/1 ARM 5.75%

7 YEAR/1 ARM 5.625%

5 YEAR/1 ARM 5.5%**

3 YEAR/1 ARM 5.5%**

1 YEAR/1 ARM 5.375%

6 MO./6 MO. ARM 3.375%

1 MO./1 MO. ARM 1.0%*

*Rates subject to change
* As of January 11, 2006

** Denotes an interest only loan

Real Estate
CLSS - Santa Monica

First Time Buyers
Free report reveals 9
common buyer traps

before buying a home.

Toll-free 24 hours
1 800 282-0185

for a FREE pre-recorded message
www.WestsideHomeInfo.net

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your
body, mind, spirit.  Therapeutic,
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy
balancing. Strictly non-sexual.
Introductory specials from $50.00/1hr.
Lynda, L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and
tender relaxing body work by mature
Europen. Very Professional, Sonja
(310) 397-0433.

Financial
PENDING LAWSUIT?
$10,000-$500,000

Cash advance in 48 hours!
Pay nothing unless you Win! 

(310) 712-3905

Notices
NOTICE OF SALE OF ABANDONED

PROPERTY 

Please take notice that a public auction
will take place at 924 Colorado Avenue,
Santa Monica, California on the 2nd day of
February, 2006 at 2:00 p.m. 

The following property will be sold: 

wooden desk, wooden chairs, leather
chairs, food storage container, electric 

heater, wall pictures, black metal desk,
white boards, cork boards, conference 

table, wooden cabinet, TV holder,
blinds, stool, fake plant, telephones, TV
stands, 

DVD player, CD players, monitor with
keyboard and mouse, small TV, sticker 

printer, black metal box for money,
lettering system, portable keyboard, fan,
large 

trash bins, small trash bins, clock,
desk tops, file cabinets, paper shredder,
metal 

holders, internet router with cables,
mirrors, cable boxes with remote, red
board, 

surfboard, wall speakers, black stands,
battery charger, exercise ball, yoga mats, 

exercising steps, bookshelves,
exercise mats, ladder, hammer, plastic
storage box, 

exercising equipment, orange cones,
stand with exercising positions, curtains, 

vacuum, brooms, wooden pole, and
fire extinguisher.

The property being sold was owned or
held on behalf of former tenant, Adventure
Training Consultants, LLC, located at 2461
Santa Monica Blvd., Santa Monica,
California 90404.

The terms of the sale are:  cash in lawful
money of the United States, with sale
going to the highest bidder in competitive
bidding. The property must be paid for and
removed by the purchase at the time of
sale. 

Dated: January 17, 2006
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CLSS - 877-WE-GETEM

877-WE-GET-EM
WE CAN FIND AND SERVE ANYBODY, ANYWHERE, ANYTIME.

Restraining orders & judgement collections our specialty.
lawhotline@aol.com

Services
CLSS - Cell Phones

Bring us your old
phones, computers,

copiers, electronics
and let us safely

recycle them!

1932 Cotner Ave.,
Los Angeles CA 90025

(310) 478-3001 ext. 101
californiarecycles.com

CLSS - Compassionate Counseling
COMPASSIONATE
COUNSELING
A safe place to make changes.

Life Transitions
Stress

Relationships
Self-Esteem 

Unresolved Grief

Free Consultation
Laurie Levine, MFT (MFC 23031)

Santa Monica/SFV

(310) 284-3699
CLSS - Still Smoking?

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

(310) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

Services

Cleaning
HOUSEKEEPING. I can help you clean
your house, apt., office. Call Cecy
(310) 482-9907.

Entertainment
CLSS - Pro Violinist

Call Sandra
(310) 433-9355

PRO VIOLINIST
Classy, elegant
entertainment creates
a memorable wedding,
party or event.

Award-winner, soloist
at prestigious music fests.

Classical,
pop, etc.

Ergonomics
CLSS - Workstation
Ergo Eval
We conduct Workstation Evaluations in
your office or home. REDUCE data-entry
time by 40% by ordering the ZTAB
Keyboard great for CPA'S. FREE DEMOS.
We specialize in other unique ergonomic
products. 310-562-1554 www.e2u.0rg

Gen. Contracting
CLSS - Roofing Repairs

Services
A.C. CONSTRUCTION commercial &
residential remodel. Honest and
Reliable. Free estimates. Call
(310)278-5380. Fax: (310)271-4790.
Lic# 801884 Fully insured.

A/C CONSTRUCTION
General Construction

Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons

Honest • Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

CLSS - The LevelThe Level Goes On
Before The Spike Goes In

Romero Rain Gutters
Seamless Aluminum Gutters
Custom Made Color Match

Your Home or Building

(310) 408-5900 or (310) 534-3075

Repairs • Cleaning
Copper Galvanized

Free Estimate

Ask for Jose Romero
Lic. #834699

01602600

Handyman
CLSS - Evans PropertiesEvans Properties, Inc
HANDYMAN SERVICES
Expert plumbing & drain cleaning.

All household repairs.
Peter (310) 902-0807

VISA and MC

CLSS - Westside GuysWESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY, ELEC., PAINT, ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR

ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE
BOB 35/HR (310) 266-6348

CALEB 25/HR (310) 409-3244

Services
CLSS - Handyman Services

Instruction
PROFESSIONAL TUTOR. Stanford
graduate. All subjects, test prep
(SAT, AP). In-home tutoring. Great
rates. Call Jonathan, (310) 560-
9134

Moving & Storage
BEST MOVERS, no job too small!
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ. Free
prep & boxes. Discount for handicap &
seniors! 
Since 1975, Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193, (310) 300-9194

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

Services

Painting & Tiling
CLSS - Interior and Exterior
METICULOUS PAINTING

& DRYWALL
Interior & Exterior•FREE Estimates
10 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Call Joe: 447-8957
meticulouspainting@godaddy.com

PAINTING
TOP quality A&A
Custom, Interior and Exterior
Free quote, call Jeff Arrieta (310) 560-
9864

PAINTING
Top quality A&A
Custom, Interior 

and Exterior

Free quote, 
call Jeff Arrieta
(310) 560-9864

POOL & SPA
Service and Repairs
-Weekly Service
-Drain & Cleans
-Spa Covers
-Electric Spa Repair
(310) 306-6970
FREE ESTIMATES

Services

Transportation
YOU SHOULD call: 
Taxi! Taxi!
24 hours a day, 7 days per week in
Santa Monica
Limousine rides at taxi rates
(310) 828-223324 hours a day

7 Days per Week in Santa Monica
All Mercedes Taxi Service!

10% off meter
with mention of Ad

Please call:

828-2233
Computer Services

CLSS - Call Us First
CALL US FIRST
PC/Laptop
Sales & Service

We set up
remote offices,
DSL,Internet
& Wireless.

Computer cleanup our specialty
- viruses & spyware

Home or office.
Call us LAST

Amicus Technology
(310) 670-4962

Open 7 Days a Week
www.amicustech.com

CLSS - thenerdsquad.net
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W.I.SIMONSON
SANTA MONICA

W.I.SIMONSON
SANTA MONICA

CELEBRATING 67 YEARS IN SANTA MONICA

INTRODUCING
THE ALL-NEW
2007 S-CLASS!

EXPERIENCE OUR ALL-NEW
SERVICE CENTER! 

COLORADO&14TH STREET

• 50,000 SQ FEET! • SAME DAY SERVICE APPTS
• OVER 60 FACTORY-TRAINED TECHNICIANS
• LATEST MERCEDES-BENZ DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT
• $3.2 MILLION PARTS INVENTORY 
• COMPLIMENTARY SHUTTLE (WITHIN 8 MILES OF OUR CENTER)

• ALSO FEATURING A LUXURIOUS CUSTOMER LOUNGE
• DEDICATED PRIVATE WORK STATIONS
• WIRELESS INTERNET ACCESS
• MERCEDES-BENZ PARTS & ACCESSORIES BOUTIQUE
• COMPLIMENTARY COFFEE BAR

NOWOPEN!

310.453.7575

CALL TODAY
AND SCHEDULE

AN APPOINTMENT!

310.453.7575

WILSHIRE BLVD.

SANTA MONICA BLVD.

COLORADO ST.

�
�

W.I.SIMONSON

�405

�10

1
7

TH
 S

T.

1
4

TH
 S

T.

2
6

TH
 S

T.

NEW SERVICE CENTER

�

COLORADO &14TH STREET • SANTA MONICA

10%

OFF!
10%

OFF!
DISCOUNT OFFER

WE INVITE YOU TO COME 

IN AND EXPERIENCE THE 

ALL NEW  W.I. SIMONSON 

AND ENJOY A 10% DISCOUNT 

ON SERVICE & PARTS!
*MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME  OF 

WRITE-UP IN ORDER TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS 

SPECIAL OFFER AND IS NON-TRANSFERABLE

SERVICE 
DEPARTMENT 

HOURS:
MONDAY- FRIDAY:
6:30AM - 6:30PM____

SATURDAY
8:00AM-5:00PM


