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AIRPORT: No economic analysis has been conducted for a park at the airport’s location.

MATTHEW HALL
Daily Press Editor

The holiday lull in City Council
activity is officially over with a
return to the traditionally packed
agendas that have come to define
Santa Monica’s political reality.

Tuesday’s City Council meeting
includes a pair of significant

lawsuits, debate over the future
of the Santa Monica airport,
expansions of outdoor dining,
updates on sustainability efforts and
a pair of requests to help encourage
€conomic recovery.

LAWSUITS:
Council will hear updates on
seven existing lawsuits during its

closed season. Two are related to
the ongoing settlement payments
for the Uller case. The statue of
limitations to file claims related to
child abuse at the Police Activities
League ended last year but the city
is still calculating the final payments
and attempting to recover some

SEE COUNCIL AGENDA PAGE 7

Thomus bike store on Montana
hosts world unveiling

SCOTT SNOWDEN
SMDP Staff Writer

Swiss high-end bike maker
Thémus held an international
unveiling event at its new store on
Montana Ave on Thursday evening.
A sizable crowd of invited guests
from professional cycling, local
businesses, media, the odd celebrity
and even the Swiss Ambassador
gathered at the 1314 Montana Ave
store for cocktails, canapés and
the unveiling of the Swissrider,
a lightweight electric bike that
weighs only 25 pounds, making it
the lightest electric bike currently
available.

Swiss precision engineering
is already legendary with its
history of extremely high-quality
wristwatches. What makes this
bicycle so special is that Maxon—
the same Swiss company that
makes the electric motors used by
NASA for over 30 years, including
the Mars Perseverance rover and

Thémus USA and Scott Snowden
COST: The Swissrider is totally custom-
izable for every rider and every variable
and starts at $6,250.

Ingenuity helicopter, together with
the InSight lander—has designed
and produced the motor for this
new range of electric bikes. Pretty
impressive stuff. No wonder then

SEE THOMUS BIKE UNVEIL PAGE 7

Tech industry job cuts come rapidly and in big numbers

Associated Press

In just the past month there have been
nearly 50,000 job cuts across the technology
sector. Large and small tech companies went
on a hiring spree in over the past several years
due to a demand for their products, software
and services surged with millions of people
working remotely. However, even with all of
the layoffs announced in recent weeks, most
tech companies are still vastly larger than they
were three years ago.

Santa Monica has experienced some of
these losses directly with several companies

firing workers based here and indirectly with
a reduction in services from some of the
impacted businesses.

AUGUST 2022

Snap: The parent company of social media
platform Snapchat said that it was letting go
of 20% of its staff. Snap’s staft has grown to
more than 5,600 employees in recent years
and the company said at the time that even
after laying off more than 1,000 people, its
staff would be larger than it was a year
earlier. The company relocated from Venice
to Santa Moncia in 2019 but more than 400

Get'vour.business

in front of the westside community!

individuals were fired from the company’s
Santa Monica offices

Robinhood: The company, whose app
helped bring a new generation of investors to
the market, announced that it would reduce
headcount by about 23%, or approximately
780 people. An earlier round of layoffs last
year cut 9% of its workforce.

NOVEMBER 2022

Twitter: About half of the social media
platform’s staff of 7,500 was let go after it was
acquired by the billionaire CEO of Tesla,
Elon Musk. Santa Monica lost about 100

Contact

cindy@smdp.com
(310) 573-8074

Today!

workers from its office at 150 Pico Blvd.
Musk’s Hyperloop company also fired 19
people when the company ceased operation.

Lyft: The ride-hailing service said it was
cutting 13% of its workforce, almost 700
employees. While no jobs were specifically
listed in Santa Monica, Lyft did withdraw its
micromobility services (scooters and bikes)
from the entire Los Angeles region, including
Santa Monica.

Meta: The parent company of Facebook
laid off 11,000 people, about 13% of its

SEE TECH JOBS PAGE 7
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Biden’s next climate hurdle: Enticing Americans to buy green

CHRIS MEGERIAN, HANNAH FINGERHUT AND
MATTHEW DALY

Associated Press

President Joe Biden persuaded Democrats
in Congress to provide hundreds of billions
of dollars to fight climate change. Now comes
another formidable task: enticing Americans
to buy millions of electric cars, heat pumps,
solar panels and more efficient appliances.

It's a public relations challenge that
could determine whether the country meets
Biden’s ambitious goal to cut greenhouse gas
emissions in half by 2030.

Folks need to
know how to
take advantage
of these benefits
that we passed.
That’s on all of
us around the
table here to
make sure we
get that message
out clearly

-President Joe Biden

Relying on tax credits and rebates made
the climate legislation — it was approved
in August with only Democratic votes —
more politically palatable than regulations
that force wholesale changes in polluting
industries.

But it also means the administration’s battle
against global warming will be waged “one
household at a time,” said Shannon Baker-
Branstetter, who works on energy issues at the
Center for American Progress, a liberal think
tank closely aligned with the White House.

“It is very incremental,” she said. “So it
requires a very sophisticated communications
strategy””

Biden acknowledged the hurdle during a
recent Cabinet meeting as he talked about
the incentives that are becoming available
this year.

“Folks need to know how to take advantage
of these benefits that we passed. That’s on all
of us around the table here to make sure we
get that message out clearly;” he said.

The White House says it is piecing together
a plan to partner with state governments,
contractors, retailers and social media

influencers to get the word out. “Lowering
utility bills is going to be a key driver,” said
Josh Peck, a senior policy adviser on clean
energy issues.

It’s also collaborating with Rewiring
America, a nonprofit focused on ways to
electrify homes and businesses, and
companies like Airbnb, Redfin and Lyft. As
part of the effort, Rewiring America created
an online calculator that shows what credits
or rebates homeowners might be eligible for,
depending on their ZIP code and income.

Buying a heat pump or installing solar
panels is “a major expense line and a major
opportunity for savings,” said Ari Matusiak,
the group’s founder and CEO. “So it’s really
important to make sure people are aware
of the resources they have available and the
benefits they can unlock in terms of bringing
energy bill savings.

But the White House faces an uphill battle.

Polling shows that while Americans
support action to slow climate change,
they are broadly unaware of the Inflation
Reduction Act, the massive legislation
that includes financial incentives to lower
emissions, and skeptical of their own role in
the climate crisis.

An AP-NORC poll released in September,
one month after the law was signed, found
that 61% of U.S. adults said they knew little
to nothing about the legislation. And despite
the multibillion-dollar investment in climate
solutions, only a third said it would help
climate change; about half said it wouldn’t
make a difference.

The White House says it’s not rattled by the
results. The goal is to make sure consumers
know the financial benefits of energy efficient
products at the moment that they’re making
key decisions on which products to buy, Peck
said.

“One of the challenges here is trying to
meet consumers where they are when they
make decisions about these purchases,” he
said.

Majorities of U.S. adults said they are
unlikely to install solar panels or buy an
electric vehicle in the next three years,
according to the AP-NORC poll. Among
those, at least half said financial incentives
would not make a difference in their decision.

Homeowners typically are reluctant to
swap out furnaces or water heaters until they
absolutely have to shell out the money for
them.

“One day the heat won’t turn on and
it’s negative 10 (degrees) outside and you
say, ‘Oh crap, I've got to get a furnace,”
said DR Richardson, co-founder of Elephant
Energy, a Colorado company that helps
homeowners install electric heat pumps and
other appliances. “So the biggest challenge
from our perspective, and from a climate
perspective, is to get people to think ahead of
time about how to replace these assets.”

Most homeowners don’t understand what
equipment qualifies for a rebate or a tax credit
— and even contractors are not always aware,
Richardson said. While some heat pumps
qualify for a full rebate, others do not or are
only eligible for partial rebates.

“So it’s just a nightmare if youre not
used to working in building spreadsheets to
analyze and understand all this stuff;” he said.

Not all of the incentives are ready either.
While people can get a tax break on the

cost of an electric car, solar panels or heat
pump, rebates for low- and middle-income
Americans seeking to make their homes more
energy efficient are not yet available. The
Energy Department is still developing the
system to distribute that money.

Cecilia Munoz, director of the White
House Domestic Policy Council in the Obama
administration, said she learned in her tenure
that it’s critical for government to invest in the
delivery of policies.

“Too often we as advocates and
policymakers applaud when policy gets
enacted and then stop paying attention,” she
said. Instead, they need to design ways to target
people directly to help them “understand the
steps that they can take and the ways that the
government is going to make it easy’”

The Energy Department has begun
releasing information to states about their
allotment of $9 billion to support household
energy upgrades, including weatherizing
homes and installing heat pumps.

And Biden, a self-described “car guy,
has been doing his part to promote electric
vehicles, making appearances at the Detroit
car show in September and on the TV series
“Jay Leno’s Garage.”

Donnel Baird, founder and CEO of
BlocPower, a Brooklyn, NY.-based company
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that partners with utilities, government
agencies and building owners to improve
energy efficiency, has worked with Lowe’s and
other retailers to promote green appliances.

The idea, Baird said, is that “the checkout
person says, ‘You know, you can get a tax
credit if you don’t get that gas lawn mower
and get a green one instead.” While such
engagement may not have immediate results,
Baird said he’s confident the tax credits and
other benefits of the climate law will become
better known.

“It took years for the ACA to get going,” he
said, referring to the Affordable Care Act, also
known as Obamacare. “I think the same thing
could happen with this law”

Dan Pfeiffer, a former top communications
adviser to President Barack Obama, sees
another lesson in the Affordable Care Act.

“The ACA got more popular the more
that Republicans tried to repeal it,” he said,
suggesting that Biden take advantage of any
Republican efforts to roll back to the Inflation
Reduction Act to draw more attention to the
law’s benefits.

“I have no doubt the White House has
thought of all of this,” Pfeifer said. But the
problem is that none of it is easy”

He added: “The bulk of the work starts

»

now.

Crime Watch is culled from reports provided by the Santa
Monica Police Department. These are arrests only. All
parties are innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

Officers arrested Paul Townsend for petty theft at Burtons. Store employees reported that Townsend
put on a jacket and gloves valued at over $350 before exiting the store without paying. SMPD officers
arrived on scene and located the suspect, returned the stolen items to the store and transported

Townsend to the Santa Monica Jail.
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US proposes once-a-year COVID
shots for most Americans

MATTHEW PERRONE
AP Health Writer

U.S. health officials want to make COVID-
19 vaccinations more like the annual flu shot.

The Food and Drug Administration on
Monday proposed a simplified approach
for future vaccination efforts, allowing most
adults and children to get a once-a-year shot
to protect against the mutating virus.

This means Americans would no longer
have to keep track of how many shots they’ve
received or how many months it’s been since
their last booster.

The proposal comes as boosters have
become a hard sell. While more than 80%
of the U.S. population has had at least one
vaccine dose, only 16% of those eligible have
received the latest boosters authorized in
August.

The FDA will ask its panel of outside
vaccine experts to weigh in at a meeting
Thursday. The agency is expected to take
their advice into consideration while
deciding future vaccine requirements for
manufacturers.

In documents posted online, FDA
scientists say many Americans now have
“sufficient preexisting immunity” against the
coronavirus because of vaccination, infection
or a combination of the two. That baseline
of protection should be enough to move to
an annual booster against the latest strains in
circulation and make COVID-19 vaccinations
more like the yearly flu shot, according to the
agency.

For adults with weakened immune
systems and very small children, a two-dose
combination may be needed for protection.
FDA scientists and vaccine companies would
study vaccination, infection rates and other

data to decide who should receive a single
shot versus a two-dose series.

FDA will also ask its panel to vote on
whether all vaccines should target the same
strains. That step would be needed to make
the shots interchangeable, doing away with
the current complicated system of primary
vaccinations and boosters.

The initial shots from Pfizer and Moderna
— called the primary series — target the
strain of the virus that first emerged in 2020
and quickly swept across the world. The
updated boosters launched last fall were also
tweaked to target omicron relatives that had
been dominant.

Under FDA’s proposal, the agency,
independent experts and manufacturers
would decide annually on which strains to
target by the early summer, allowing several
months to produce and launch updated
shots before the fall. That’s roughly the same
approach long used to select the strains for
the annual flu shot.

Ultimately, FDA officials say moving to
an annual schedule would make it easier
to promote future vaccination campaigns,
which could ultimately boost vaccination
rates nationwide.

The original two-dose COVID shots
have offered strong protection against severe
disease and death no matter the variant,
but protection against mild infection wanes.
Experts continue to debate whether the latest
round of boosters significantly enhanced
protection, particularly for younger, healthy
Americans.

The Associated Press Health and Science Department
receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical
Institute’s Science and Educational Media Group. The
AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Transit ridership falters, posing

a ‘fiscal cliff’

DAN WALTERS

Special to the Daily Press

California utopians, including those
holding public office, envision a state that by
2045 will have achieved zero net emissions of
carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases.

The largest source of those emissions
is transportation - the cars, trucks, buses,
airplanes and railroad engines that carry
Californians, the goods they need to live
and the inputs and outputs of the state’s $3.4
trillion economy.

To that end, the California Air Resources
Control Board has issued seemingly countless
decrees, including one that would ban the sale
of autos with gas- or diesel-powered engines
by 2035.

Public transit is central to the state’s
hopes of reducing transportation emissions.
Officials want more Californians to park their
cars — or not buy them in the first place — and
use buses and light and heavy rail systems for
commutes and other personal trips.

Despite those hopes, transit ridership
is going the other way, and transit system
operators and advocates are using terms
such as “fiscal cliff” and “death spiral” as
farebox revenues decline and there is greater
demand for taxpayer money to shore up their
operations.

Transit usage cratered when the COVID-
19 pandemic hit the state three years ago and
millions of workers either lost their jobs or
shifted to working at home. Ridership picked
up a bit when pandemic closures eased and
employment finally returned to pre-pandemic
levels. However, the California Transit
Association says that as of the third quarter
of 2022, overall ridership was averaging just
two-thirds of what it had been prior to the
pandemic.

“Some agencies have returned to pre-
pandemic ridership levels and above, while
others continue to struggle with ridership
counts that are one-third of previous totals,”
the organization says in a new “strategic plan”
it unveiled in December.

The plan “comes at a moment when our

industry faces serious existential threats —
slow ridership recovery, a fiscal cliff, and a
widening workforce gap,” Karen King, who
chairs the organization’s executive committee,
said.

The plan makes obtaining more financial
support, particularly from the state, its highest
priority, citing not only declines in ridership
and operational revenue, but the state’s
mandate that it get rid of its hydrocarbon-
fueled buses and replace them with battery-
powered vehicles. The cost of zero-emission
buses and the infrastructure to operate them
is tabbed at more than $11.6 billion.

Three weeks after the plan was released,
Gov. Gavin Newsom proposed a new budget
for the 2023-24 fiscal year with spending
reductions to close what he said was a $22.5
billion deficit, thanks to a projected decline
in revenues.

Transit officials and their supporters
didn’t like the budget’s treatment of transit,
particularly a $2 billion reduction in transit
infrastructure. The industry’s top legislative
advocate, Scott Wiener, a Democratic state
senator from San Francisco, pledged to seek
restoration of the funds and more money to
cover transit’s revenue declines.

Wiener said, “We must not let our public
transportation systems go over the impending
fiscal cliff and enter a death spiral - where
budget shortfalls lead to service cuts that
lead to ridership drops that lead to further
budget shortfalls and service cuts. The state
must serve as a financial back-stop against
this fiscal cliff to ensure our transit systems
survive.”

The transit dilemma typifies the conflicts
and tradeoffs that permeate the state’s hopes
for achieving carbon neutrality 22 years
hence. As a recent CalMatters analysis of the
state’s ambitious but tortured plans to rid
itself of hydrocarbon-fueled cars underscores,
it’s one thing to declare such a goal on paper,
but it’s quite another to make it reality when
the precise steps needed are complicated,
time-consuming and expensive.

This article was originally published by CalMatters.
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Police seek why 72-year-old gunman shot up LA dance hall

AMY TAXIN, STEFANIE DAZIO, TERRY TANG
AND BRIAN MELLEY

Associated Press

The search for the motive behind the
shooting massacre that killed 11 people at a
Los Angeles-area dance hall led police to a
mobile home community as they probed the
past of the 72-year-old suspect Monday and
his relationship to the ballroom.

Sheriff’s deputies from Los Angeles
County searched the home in a gated senior
community where Huu Can Tran lived in the
town of Hemet, an hour’s drive from the scene
of the crime in Monterey Park, Hemet police
spokesperson Alan Reyes told The Associated
Press.

66

Something
came over me.
[ realized I
needed to get
the weapon
away from
him, I needed
to take this
weapon, disarm
him or else
everybody
would have

died

- Brandon Tsay

2

Monterey Park Police Chief Scott Wiese
said he wasn’t aware of the search results or
if Tran, who died of a self-inflicted gunshot
wound, left behind any note indicating what
drove him to shoot up the dance hall.

“We all want answers to questions that
we may never have answers to, Wiese said.
“That’s kind of the enigma of this. I know that
my individual officers would like to know why.
I know the families want to know why. The
why is a big part of this. The problem is, we
may never know the why”

Tran had visited Hemet police twice this
month to report he was the victim of fraud,
theft and poisoning by family members a

decade or two ago in the LA area, Reyes said.
Tran said he would return to the station with
documentation but never did.

He was found dead Sunday in the van
that he used to flee after attempting to attack
a second dance hall, authorities said. The
mayor of Monterey Park said Tran may have
frequented the first dance hall that he targeted,
and his ex-wife told CNN she had met him
there and he offered her free lessons.

The death toll rose to 11 Monday after
health officials announced that one of the 10
people wounded had died, the LA County
Department of Health Services said.

Officials did not disclose any information
about the 11th fatality, but all except one
of the others were 60 or older, according
to information released Monday by the Los
Angeles coroner’s office providing the first
identifications.

My Nhan, 65, Lilian Li, 63, and Xiujuan Yu,
57, were the three women named. Two other
women were in their 60s, and one was in her
70s. Valentino Alvero, 68, was the only man
identified. Three men in their 70s and one in
his 60s were also killed.

Nhan’s family said in a statement that she
was a loving person whose kindness was
contagious, and was a regular at the Star
Ballroom Dance Studio.

“It's what she loved to do. But unfairly,
Saturday was her last dance,” the family said.
“We are starting the Lunar New Year broken.
We never imagined her life would end so
suddenly”

Authorities have shared little about Tran,
who once owned a trucking company,
according to California business records.

Tran’s Trucking Inc. was based in Monterey
Park and licensed with the state from
September 2002 through August 2004.

Los Angeles Superior Court records show
he was married in 2001 and divorced five
years later, citing irreconcilable difference.
The couple did not have children, said they
had no community property and neither side
had to pay alimony.

In the uncontested case, Tran noted in a
filing that he could not get away from work to
attend any court hearings, though he did not
disclose where he worked or what he did.

His ex-wife told CNN that they married
soon after they met at the dance hall. While
she is named in court papers, she asked not
to be identified because of the sensitivity of
the case.

She said he would become upset if she
missed a step dancing, but was never violent
toward her.

Tran eventually moved from the San Gabriel
Valley, a melting pot for Asian immigrants, and
settled in Hemet, a low-income community of
many retirees 75 miles (120 kilometers) east of
Los Angeles in Riverside County.

Tran lived in The Lakes at Hemet West, a
gated community off a busy road with a view
of snow-covered mountains. The development
boasts of amenities including a 9-hole golf
course, a shuffleboard court and a dance floor.
Properties listed for sale ranged from $45,000
to $222,000.

Hemet police had no records of any
incidents involving Tran in the community or
calls for service at his home, Reyes said.

The shootings during Lunar New Year
celebrations sent a wave of fear through Asian
American communities and cast a shadow
over festivities nationwide.

The massacre was the nation’s fifth mass
killing this month, and it struck one of

California’s largest celebrations of a holiday
observed in many Asian cultures, dealing
another blow to a community that has been
the target of high-profile violence in recent
years.

It was also the deadliest attack since May 24,
when 21 people were killed in an elementary
school in Uvalde, Texas.

“We do understand that he may have
had a history of visiting this dance hall and
perhaps the motivation has to do with some
personal relationships. But that’s something
that I think investigators are still uncovering
and investigating,” said Monterey Park Mayor
Henry Lo. Public records show Tran once had
addresses in the city and neighboring ones.

The mayor and LA County Sheriff Robert
Luna stressed that the motive for the attack
remained unclear. No other suspect was
wanted, according to the sheriff.

The suspect was carrying a semi-automatic
pistol with an extended magazine, and a
second handgun was discovered in the van
where Tran died, Luna said.

Tran is the second-oldest mass killer in the
U.S. over the last nearly 20 years according to
a database compiled by The Associated Press,
USA Today and Northeastern University.
The only older mass killer was a 73-year-old
who murdered five people in Yuma County
Arizona in 2011 before killing himself. The
database tracks every mass killing — defined
as four dead not including the offender —
committed in the U.S. since 2006.

Within three minutes of receiving the
call, officers arrived at the Star Ballroom
Dance Studio in Monterey Park, according to

Monterey Park Police Chief Scott Wiese.

There, they found carnage inside and
people trying to flee through all the doors.

“When they came into the parking lot, it
was chaos,” Wiese said.

About 20 minutes after the first attack, the
gunman entered the Lai Lai Ballroom in the
nearby city of Alhambra.

Brandon Tsay was in the lobby at the time,
and he told ABC’s “Good Morning America”
that he thought he was going to die.

“Something came over me. I realized I
needed to get the weapon away from him, I
needed to take this weapon, disarm him or
else everybody would have died,” Tsay said.
“When I got the courage, I lunged at him with
both my hands, grabbed the weapon and we
had a struggle”

Once Tsay seized the gun, he pointed it
at the man and shouted: “Get the hell out of
here, I'll shoot, get away, go!”

The assailant paused, but then headed back
to his van, and Tsay called the police, the gun
still in his hand.

While Luna told reporters on Sunday that
two people wrested the weapon away from the
attacker, Tsay, who works a few days a week
at the dance hall his grandparents started,
security footage shown on “Good Morning
America” showed only the two men struggling
for the gun.

Taxin reported from Hemet, Dazio reported from
Alhambra and Melley reported from Los Angeles.
Associated Press journalists Andrew Dalton, Jae C.
Hong and Eugene Garcia in Los Angeles and Julie
Watson in San Diego contributed to this report.
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SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY

DR. ALAN RUBENSTEIN
1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

(310) 736-2589
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Trump’s MAGA forces threaten to upend vote for RNC chair

STEVE PEOPLES

AP National Political Writer

By week’s end, the Republican National
Committee is set to resolve a bitter leadership
feud that has exposed perilous divisions
within a party that has struggled to move past
a disappointing midterm ahead of a critical
race for the White House.

Those inside the fight believe the days
ahead of Friday’s secret ballot at a luxury
seaside resort could get even uglier as rebel
forces within former President Donald
Trump’s “Make America Great Again”
movement threaten to upend RNC Chair
Ronna McDaniel’s reelection bid.

The attacks have been led by McDaniel’s
chief rival, Harmeet Dhillon, a Trump
attorney who has accused the incumbent of
religious bigotry, chronic misspending and
privately claiming she can control the former
president — allegations McDaniel denies. Also
in the race is My Pillow CEO Mike Lindell, a
pro-Trump conspiracy theorist who secured
enough support to qualify for the ballot.

Trump hasn’t made a public endorsement,
but he and his team are privately advocating
for McDaniel, whom he tapped for the
position shortly after his 2016 victory. Still,
many Trump loyalists blame McDaniel, the
niece of Utah Sen. Mitt Romney, for some of
the party’s recent struggles.

In an interview, Dhillon insisted that the
overwhelming majority of Republican voters
want a leadership change at the RNC. She
warned of serious political consequences for
any of the committee’s 168 elected members
who support McDaniel’s reelection.

“For those members of the party who vote
not with what the people in their state want
but with what their own self-interest is, the
next time they’re up for election, it’s going
to be an issue,” Dhillon told The Associated
Press.

Apprised of Dhillon’s statement, McDaniel
said, “That sounds like a threat” She
condemned the increasingly ugly attacks
against her and the divisions plaguing the
committee.

“There’s nobody who’s enjoyed this more
than Democrats. I know, because I love it
when they’re fighting each other;” McDaniel
said.

Friday’s vote for RNC chair serves as the
latest high-profile leadership test for a deeply
divided Republican Party grappling with
questions about its future — and Trump’s
influence — ahead of the 2024 presidential
election. The infighting was on public display
earlier this month as House Republicans

almost came to blows before uniting behind
House Speaker Kevin McCarthy, undermined
by the same MAGA forces threatening
McDaniel this week.

In both cases, Trump has struggled to
control his own loyalists, who seem intent on
fighting the status quo — whether McCarthy
or McDaniel — no matter the cost.

Seeking to influence the vote, a group of
Florida Republicans from the party’s MAGA
wing moved last Friday to hold a vote of “no
confidence” in McDaniel, which Republican
groups in a handful of
other states have done in
recent weeks as well. But

(11

support is deemed necessary, according to
people familiar with his thinking who, like
others interviewed, spoke on condition of
anonymity to share internal discussions.

At least three top Trump lieutenants —
senior advisers Susie Wiles, Chris LaCivita
and Clayton Henson — are planning to attend
this week’s three-day RNC winter meeting in
Southern California, where the vote will play
out. While they are not attending specifically
on McDaniel’s behalf, Trump’s team is making
clear in private conversations that he backs
McDaniel.

McDaniel’s unofficial
whip team is expected
to include former

the Florida gathering,
which drew leading
McCarthy  detractor
Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla.,
tell far short of reaching
the quorum needed to
hold an official vote.
Still, dozens of anti-
McDaniel  protesters
waved signs outside
the event. One read,
“RONNA IS THE
ENEMY WITHIN
“The biggest thing
is that we want a really
strong leader who's in
touch with MAGA,
and Ronna just doesn’t
have that,” Lake County,
Florida, GOP Chair
Anthony Sabatini, who
led the anti-McDaniel
push, said in a phone
interview  from a
shooting range as
gunshots rang out. “She’s
lost the confidence of

There’s nobody
who’s enjoyed
this more than
Democrats. |
know, because
I love it when
theyre fighting
each other

- Ronna McDaniel’s, RNC
Chair

Trump chief counselor
Kellyanne  Conway,
former Trump chief of
staff Reince Priebus,
former Arizona Senate
candidate Blake Masters,
Family Research
Council President Tony
Perkins and conservative
commentator ~ Hugh
Hewitt, she said. Another
high-profile ~ Trump
loyalist, Maryland RNC
member David Bossie, is
also backing McDaniel.

Dhillon’s guest list is
still in flux, but she said
over the weekend that
her team would likely
include former Arizona
gubernatorial candidate
Kari Lake, MAGA
influencer Charlie Kirk
and country singer John
Rich.

After three

voters.

Trump has avoided
weighing in on the
RNC chair fight at
McDaniels request, according to those with
direct knowledge of the situation. The former
president would endorse her if she asked, but
McDaniels team currently believes she will
win without his public backing, allowing her
to maintain a sense of neutrality heading into
the 2024 presidential primary season.

According to its bylaws, the RNC must
remain neutral in the presidential primary.
Trump is the only announced GOP candidate
so far, but other high-profile contenders are
expected in the coming months.

Still, Trump could ultimately endorse
McDaniel ahead of Friday’s vote if his public
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consecutive
disappointing national
elections, there is a broad
sense of dissatisfaction
among Republican voters and RNC members
alike about the health of their party. Some are
increasingly eager to move on from Trump
and, by proxy, McDaniel, who is viewed as
a close Trump ally — even if many Trump’s
supporters outside the RNC membership see
her as insufficiently committed to their cause.

“She’s been Trump’s lap dog for four-plus
years,” said Bill Palatucci, an RNC member
from New Jersey and a vocal critic of both
Trump and McDaniel. While Palatucci
formally endorsed Dhillon late last week, he is
skeptical she has the votes to defeat McDaniel.

Dhillon has unleashed a torrent of attacks

against McDaniel in recent weeks that have
resonated across Trump’s MAGA movement.
But as the far right cheered, Dhillon may have
alienated would-be supporters on the actual
Republican National Committee, which is
made up of activists and elected officials from
all 50 states.

She has seized on several examples of
apparent misspending and mismanagement
under McDaniel’s watch, which McDaniel’s
team — backed by former Trump officials like
Wiles — claim are inaccurate or misleading.

In recent days, the attacks against McDaniel
have intensified.

Last week, Dhillon promoted claims that a
McDaniel ally raised concerns about Dhillon’s
faith in at least one private conversation.
Dhillon, who is of Indian heritage, identifies
as a member of the Sikh religion.

The McDaniel ally has denied the claim,
which was outlined in a detailed email to the
RNC'’s entire membership bearing the subject
line “Religious Bigotry”

Dhillon also highlighted a Washington Post
report that McDaniel has said, in multiple
private conversations with RNC members,
that only she can dissuade Trump from
launching an independent presidential bid —
and ultimately destroying the party’s chances
in the next presidential election — should he
fail to win the GOP nomination.

“She said it to many people: Only I can
control Trump,” Dhillon told the AP, likening
such a statement to someone believing they
could single-handedly stop an asteroid from
crashing into Earth.

McDaniel said such claims are “ridiculous.”

“After working with President Trump for
six years, I don’t think anybody could ever say
they control him,” McDaniel said.

Meanwhile, McDaniel warned of a “huge
risk” if Republicans cannot stop the infighting
as the 2024 election season begins. The GOP
is well positioned to win the Senate majority
and maintain control of the House, although
the presidential contest will dominate much of
the committee’s focus.

“This is really critical as we head into 24
that we stop labeling, attacking, demonizing
other Republicans to the point where we can’t
bring them together post-primary;” she said.

For her part, Dhillon said she would
“of course” unite behind McDaniel if she
ultimately prevails Friday.

“Job 1 is winning elections,” Dhillon said.
“I'm a team player”

Associated Press writer Anthony lzaguirre in
Tallahassee, Fla., contributed to this report.
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TECH JOBS

FROM PAGE 1

workforce including at least 162 in Los
Angeles.
JANUARY 2023

Amazon: The e-commerce company said
it must cut about 18,000 positions. That’s
just a fraction of its 1.5 million-strong global
workforce.

Salesforce: The company lays off 10% of its
workforce, about 8,000 employees.

Coinbase: The cryptocurrency trading
platform cuts approximately 20% of its
workforce, or about 950 jobs, in a second
round of layoffs in less than a year.

Microsoft: The software company said it
will cut about 10,000 jobs, almost 5% of its

THOMUS BIKE UNVEIL

FROM PAGE 1

that these bikes start at around a $6,000 price
point and each one will be built, on site,
specifically to the customer’s needs.

“We strongly believe that the market
in Switzerland and much of Europe, like
Denmark or Belgium, where people commute
every day is very similar to the area here
[Santa Monica] it’s perfect to commute also,
with good bike lanes and even some small
hills,” said Berni Gonzalez, Partner at Thémus
USA.

“People here want to be healthy, they’re
trying to be healthy. And that’s why we’re
here. We're not just a sports brand, we’re not
just a performance brand, we're also an urban
mobility brand?”

Joining Gonzalez at the event was Thomus
CEO Thomu Binggeli, Group CEO of
Maxon, Egen Elmiger and NASA Associate
Administrator and CTO Thomas Zurbuchen.

“The Swissrider is an e-bike for life and is
light enough to carry up the stairs and hang
on the train without effort, yet with enough
power to ride easily,” said Binggeli.

workforce.

Google: The search engine giant becomes
the most recent in the industry to say it must
adjust, saying 12,000 workers, or about 6% of
its workforce, would be let go.

Spotify: The music streaming service is
cutting 6% of its global workforce. It did not
give a specific number of job losses. Spotify
reported in its latest annual report that it had
about 6,600 employees, which implies that
400 jobs are being axed.

Santa Monica lost additional jobs from
other companies that were tech adjacent last
year including 54 jobs from a production
company and GoodRX laid off 69 people.
Doordash fired 75 people when delivery
demand softened after the pandemic.

“We're convinced that light e-bike drives
have a lot of potential in urban life. This
Swissrider relies on sleek design, super-light
construction and electric tailwind from
Maxon, a promising package for this market,”
Elmiger said.

Thomus developed the Swissrider at
its headquarters in Oberried, Switzerland,
approximately 110 miles northeast of Geneva,
where Binggeli started bicycle production
on his parent’s farm more than 30 years ago.
In July of 2022, the company launched the
Lightrider E Ultimate, the world’s lightest
dual-suspension electric mountain bike,
which also marked the first collaboration
with Maxon.

If an initial outlay of six thousand dollars
is a bit much to begin with, Thémus rents out
its bikes from the Montana Ave store as well.
Simply visit or contact the store and provide
a few basic details like what kind of bike
you want to hire, for example, road, e-road,
gravel, mountain, e-mountain or city e-bike,
along with your height and frame size and
they’ll do the rest.

scott.snowden@smdp.com

Thomus USA and Scott Snowden

Actor Josh Duhamel demonstrated exactly how super lightweight the Thémus car-
bon-fiber frame is during an event that included the brains behind the operation: L-R Eugen
Elmiger, Thomas Zurbuchen, Thomu Binggeli and Berni Gonzalez.

COUNCIL AGENDA

FROM PAGE 1

costs associated with the case from insurance
companies.

The California Business Roundtable has
filed a suit against the city to block the voter
approved Measure GS that would establish
a third tier of real estate transfer tax. The
measure was one of two that sought to raise
money from the sale of large properties (over
$8 million) last year and GS (sponsored
by then mayor Sue Himmelrich) beat out
Measure DT (sponsored by Councilman Phil
Brock). The lawsuit contends GS is invalid as
it stipulates money would be split between
two causes: funding schools and affordable
housing and California law prohibits ballot
measures on more than one subject.

City Hall is also being sued over
development and construction rules. The
Santa Monica Housing Council alongside
two residents (William T. Dawson and Irma
Vargas) have accused city officials of failing to
adhere to state mandated housing laws. The
lawsuit alleges the city’s housing element fails
to provide enough sites for future development
and doesn’t do enough to account for high
density projects. The plaintiffs are asking
the court to mandate increases in height and
density limits for projects.

Of the three other lawsuits on the agenda,
one is suing for damages alleging a City
worker caused a traffic collision and a second
alleges the City, through its housing authority,
underpaid a landlord for Section 8 tenants.
No information was available in the court
system for the third.

STUDY SESSIONS:

Council will receive an update on
environmental programs through the Office
of Sustainability and the Environment. While
there’s no action required during a study
session, staff will discuss a broad range of
environmental programs with a focus on
Council’s previously identified targets of

water self-sufficiency by 2023, zero waste by
2030 and carbon neutrality by 2050.

Santa Monica has the ability to close its
airport on Dec. 31, 2028. If it does, the
land would be available for alternate uses
and Council will begin discussions with the
community on Tuesday regarding possible
uses. In 2014, voters approved a measure
establishing land use regulations for the site
focused on park space. However, the report
states there’s no economic feasibility study for
a park and additional uses may be necessary
such as housing and municipal services.
Should those uses be pursued, they may
require an additional public vote.

BUSINESS BOOSTERS:

Should Council make it to the end of its
agenda in one night, which is not always
the case, it will discuss several proposals
for future action. Mayor Pro Tem Lana
Negrete, Councilmember Christine Parra and
Councilmember Oscar de la Torre are asking
for a meeting with Downtown Santa Monica
Inc. to develop an arts and entertainment
district on the 1200 block of the Promenade
that would expand outdoor dining, allowable
uses and street performances.

Negrete has also joined with
Councilmember Caroline Torosis over a
proposal to help fund small businesses. The
two are proposing a Small Business Assistance
and Tenant Improvement Fund to provide
loans to businesses who are otherwise unable
to afford to locate in Santa Monica.

Additional discussion items include
a request to help fund music programs at
Samohi and support a bill in Sacramento that
would allow churches and colleges to build
affordable housing projects on their property.

Council will meet in City Hall at 1685
Main Street on Jan. 24. Closed session begins
at 5:30 p.m. Meetings can be viewed online
on the City’s Youtube channel.

editor@smdp.com
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it TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (Jan. 24)

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Whatever state you’re
going for, pretend you’re already in it. Involve yourself
as fully as possible in the exercise of acting “as if,” and
before you know it, you won’t be pretending anymore.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). It's counterproductive
to overwork, though it can also be hard to tell if you need
to push through tiredness or embrace the lazy. And what
exactly is the best way to rest anyway? Only you know
the right answer. Trust yourself.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). You keep going because
youre persistent but also hopeful. What’s your best
move? The next one! You wouldn’t want to deprive the
world of seeing this. You'll have an ally in an Aquarius or
Pisces.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S CROSSWORD

CANCER (June 22-July 22). We all follow someone.
Well-intentioned friends, parents and leaders don’t
always teach us the right things. It’s a day to figure out
which information is wrong and make corrections.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). There are those who seem to
enjoy complaining. You know the type; their discontent
is endless. Maybe you’ll be inspired to solve the problem,
which won’t stop the complaining, but it will change the
direction it flows.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Various curiosities and
passions will intermingle in one particularly interesting
project. This one will take a few tries to get right because
there are so many elements coming together. It will
bring about your very best efforts.

& HOROSCOPES

You think you know what your favorites are, but this year brings a whole new slew of them — people, places, foods and more that make your
“best of” list. You’ve a talent for pricing your work, and financial wins keep coming. More highlights: a sacred calling, the continual polishing
of your talent and someone you teach who wins your heart. Virgo and Sagittarius adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 7, 10, 3, 33 and 17.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You won’t have as much
time as you'd like to do what you want to do. What
can you let go of to make this work? Image will be very
important. If you approach with confidence and poise,
you may be able to buy more time.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). If someone feels safe
enough to open up to you, you consider this an honor,
especially if you're in a position to help. It’s best if this is
part of a slow and natural progression of a relationship.
It should take time to build trust.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). When there’s
nothing you would change about the scene, you've
achieved happiness. Wanting something to be different
is the opposite of happiness. What would it take to love
what is and desire nothing more?

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You prize honesty,
but a certain amount of showmanship is smart, too. It
will keep people engaged and focused on the parts you
prefer they would see. You're like a magician, directing
eyes to the magic.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). It’s not always terrible
or dangerous when the lines between dreams and reality
are blurred. Today you can see the lines, but you’ll also
get the wonderful sensation that you’re in a movie, and
you'll be willing to suspend your belief.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Like a fallen tree in the
road after a storm, you've come upon blocks that you
have no control over, but you might have something to
do with the clearing. You'll work on it with others who
have the tools to help.

HIA[S ow/LP/L[O]P Newsday Crossword _ EGGY by Billie Truitt
Edited by Stanley Newman
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1 Applaud 69 Factual quickly 39 Twelfth of a foot
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0|G HAHA scarlet fabric 11 Small dent paper or bottles
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What's Up ——

Westside

out and about in Santa Monica

TUESDAY | JANUARY 24

BOOK GROUP OF THE SANTA MONICA BAY
WOMANS CLUB

The January gathering at this historic Santa
Monica location (1210 Fourth St.) will begin with
a short discussion of the love of books and the
books we love. It will then focus on “We Are
Our Mothers’ Daughters” by Cokie Roberts. For
questions or to RSVP please email Susan Barry
at sbarry1015@sbcglobal.net. Santa Monica Bay
Womans Club,1210 Fourth St, 6 p.m.

WEDNESDAY | JANUARY 25

KID’S CLUB

Come play with us on the first Wednesday of
every month for a fun, family-friendly musical
morning hosted by Twinkle Time, a bilingual,
Billboard pop-artist for kids, and featuring
special guests each month. This free event
will provide snacks (while supplies last). Santa
Monica Place, 395 Santa Monica Place.

THURSDAY | JANUARY 26

COLLEGE FINANCIAL AID WORKSHOP

Diana Hanson, college counselor with Magellan
Counseling, presents an overview of the types
of aid available to college-bound students and
their families, as well as tip for completing the
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
and the CSS Profile, a second form required by
many colleges. For students grades 11-12 and
their caregivers. Pico Branch Library 2201 Pico
Blvd. Santa Monica, CA 90405, 5:00 PM until
concluded.

FRIDAY | JANUARY 27

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE (ESL)
CONVERSATION, LOW

Santa Monica Public Library hosts an ongoing
series of English as a Second Language (ESL)
classes taught by Adult Education Center
instructors. Classes are free and students must
be 18 years or older to attend. Community
parents and SMMUSD parents have priority
enrollment. Learn more about California adult
education at caladulted.org. Enrollment is
through the Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School
District Adult Education Center, located at 2510
Lincoln Blvd., Room 203, Santa Monica, CA,
90405. Contact Olga Saucedo at (310) 664-
6222, ext.76203 or osaucedo@smmusd.org to
enroll. 10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

SATURDAY | JANUARY 28

LUNAR NEW YEAR AT SANTA MONICA PLACE

Santa Monica Place welcomes visitors and
shoppers to ring in the Year of the Rabbit
with its free Lunar New Year Celebration on

Saturday, January 28, 2023. After a two-year
hiatus, Santa Monica Place’s Lunar New Year
programming returns with traditional Chinese
lion dance performances, balloon and dough
artists, and cherry blossom Wishing Trees for
well-wishers to hang their wish for prosperity
and renewal in the new year. Overhead red and
gold lanterns will adorn Center Plaza and red
envelopes with special deals from participating
shops and restaurants will be provided to those
in attendance. Santa Monica Place 395 Santa
Monica Place Santa Monica, CA 90401, 2 to 5
p.m.

SUNDAY | JANUARY 29

MARION DAVIES BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

Jointhe Santa Monica Conservancy in celebrating
Marion Davies — silent film actress, famed party
hostess and the original Beach House resident.
1p.m. — Natalie Jacob & The Vintage Trio kick off
the festivities!

1:30 p.m. — Enjoy the 1920’s Dance Showcase
with James Zimmer & Cynthia Harper

1:45 p.m. — Witness bedazzling sleight of hand
by magician Tom Frank

2 p.m. — Dance to Natalie Jacob & The Vintage
Trio, and keep the party going!

2-3 p.m. — Delight in the Charleston with James
Zimmer & Cynthia Harper, the Cake Walk, the
Group Photo, and wrap-up the fun with a rousing
Happy Birthday to Marion!

Guests are welcome to come in their favorite
Gold Coast era attire. Happy Birthday Marion!
is a free, all ages event. Reservations are
recommended.

The Annenberg Community Beach House is
located at 415 Pacific Coast Hwy. Parking is
available for $3 per hour or $8 per day. Please
pay for parking at the machine upon your arrival.
Cash and credit card accepted. Ample bike
parking is available; please bring a lock.

MONDAY | JANUARY 30

CITIZENSHIP CLASSES

An ongoing series of citizenship classes taught
by Adult Education Center instructors. Classes
are free and students must be 18 years or older
to attend. Community parents and SMMUSD
parents have priority enrollment. The classes
help students complete and submit their U.S.
citizenship applications, and prepare them for
the official review. Enrollment is through the
SMMUSD Adult Education Center (310) 664-
6222, ext. 76203 or osaucedo@smmusd.org.

For help submitting an event, contact us at
310-458-7737 or submit to events@smdp.com

SURF REPORT

TUESDAY ‘ SURF: 2-3ft

WATER TEMP: 55.8

Eddie swell comes to LA. Fresh run of long-period

FAIR Thigh to waist WNW swell due to move in — most size in the
afternoon and west of Dume. AM winds looking
favorable/offshore.

WEDNESDAY | SURF: 2-3ft+ Fun round of WNW swell tops out — best west of

FAIR Thigh to stomach Dume. New SSW swell builds mainly in the after-

noon. AM tide push looks like a window to target.
Conditions favorable for at least the morning with
offshore flow a notch stronger than Tue.

¥a WEATHER

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high near 64. Northeast wind around 5 mph.

Tuesday Night: Clear, with a low around 45. North northeast wind around 5 mph.
Wednesday: Sunny, with a high near 67. North northeast wind 5 to 10 mph.
Wednesday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 50.

Date Day Time (LST/LDT) Predicted (ft) High/Low
2023/01/24 Tue 04:28 AM 1.48 L
2023/01/24 Tue 10:33 AM 6.08 H
2023/01/24 Tue 5:31 PM -1.02 L
2023/01/25 Wed 12:01 AM 4.54 H
2023/01/25 Wed 05:28 AM 1.49 L
2023/01/25 Wed 11:25 AM 5.22 H
2023/01/25 Wed 6:10 PM -0.33 L
2023/01/26 Thu 12:46 AM 4.67 H
2023/01/26 Thu 06:36 AM 154 L
2023/01/26 Thu 12:23 PM 4.25 H
2023/01/26 Thu 6:48 PM 0.45 L
2023/01/27 Fri 01:35 AM 477 H
2023/01/27 Fri 08:03 AM 1.51 L
2023/01/27 Fri 1:39 PM 3.33 H
2023/01/27 Fri 7:28 PM 122 L
2023/01/28 Sat 02:30 AM 4.83 H
2023/01/28 Sat 09:53 AM 1.21 L
2023/01/28 Sat 3:38 PM 273 H

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number information, mis-
takes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California State laws and California Lottery
regulations will prevail. Complete game information and prize claiming instructions are available
at California Lottery retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

Y DAILY LOTTERY

Draw Date: 1/21
514 19 46 64
Powerd#: 22
Jackpot: 502 M

Draw Date: 1/22
10 15 20 32 39

® Fantasys

Draw Date: 1/22

Draw Date: 1/20 a EVENING:0 0 5

20 29 31 64 66 & Da-dy 3

Mega#: 17 lottery Draw Date: 1/22
MIDDAY: 9 3 7

Jackpot: 31 M

Draw Date: 1/22

1st: 01 - Gold Rush
2nd: 07 - Eureka

3rd: 09 - Winning Spirit
Race Time: 1:42.45

ADVERTISE WITH US
TODAY!

Draw Date: 1/21
716 22 31 42
Mega#: 21
Jackpot: 27 M

SuperLdtto Daily==2erby

lottery

Santa Wonica Daily Wress
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smdp.com

SANTA MONICA COLLEGE

YOU BELON
AT SMC

Classes start February 13
On-campus and online
smc.edu/spring

SANTA
MONICA

(D@'S}E

SANTA MONICA COMMUNITY
COLLEGE DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Barry Snell, Chair;

Dr. Margaret Quinones-Perez, Vice Chair;
Dr. Susan Aminoff; Dr. Nancy Greenstein;
Dr. Tom Peters; Rob Rader; Dr. Sion Roy;
Catalina Fuentes Aguirre, Student Trustee;
Kathryn E. Jeffery, Ph.D., Superintendent/President

Santa Monica College
1900 Pico Blvd. Santa Monica, CA 90405






