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NEWS OF

THE WEIRD

by Chuck Shepard

In November, a jury in Montgomery,
Ala., ordered Exxon Mobil to pay the
state $11.8 billion in punitive dam-
ages based on its conclusion that the
company, having allegedly inflated its
expenses, underpaid the state $63.6
million in natural gas royalties (a
penalty of more than 18 times the
state's alleged loss). Exxon Mobil said
its expenses were legitimate, that it
owed the state nothing, and that it
would appeal. One juror said after-
ward that the fact that the Alabama
government is in such dire financial
straits and needs the money might
have influenced his vote (though that
was not legally proper).

E QUOTE OF
THE DAY
“First, let me make it very
clear, poor people aren’t
necessarily killers. Just
because you happen to be

not rich doesn’t mean
you're willing to Kill.”

— George W. Bush
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Del Pastrana/Daily Press

Guess where this building bears this cross. As part of a week-
ly contest, the Daily Press will give away a free prize to the first
reader who can accurately describe where the photo was
taken. E-mail answers to sack@smdp.com.

SoCal bucks the trend again
as landlords keep upper hand

BY MICHAEL LIEDTKE

AP Business Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — The
Western apartment market contin-
ued to tilt in renters’ favor during
2003 as the economy’s lackluster
job growth curtailed demand and
forced landlords to make conces-
sions to fill space, according to
data released this week.

Average apartment
rents in major
Western markets

By The Associated Press

Average Dec. 31 rent %
change from previous year in
metropolitan areas.

San Francisco $1,544 -4.8%
Los Angeles $1,346 +3.9%
San Jose, Calif. $1,284 -6.4%
Orange County, Calif. $1,273 +3.3%
Oakland, Calif. $1,188 -1.9%
San Diego $1,182 +4.0%
See RENTS, page 6
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The average apartment rent in
15 of 19 major Western markets
either decreased or edged up by
less than 3 percent from 2002,
based on a survey compiled quar-
terly by Novato research firm
RealFacts. The metropolitan areas
surveyed are in California,
Washington, Colorado, Nevada,
Oregon, Arizona, Idaho, Utah and
New Mexico.

Southern California was the
only exception to the trend, with
annual rents rising throughout the
region. The West’s biggest rent
increase of 6.4 percent occurred in
San Bernardino and Riverside
counties — a rapidly growing
California region often called the
“Inland Empire.” Rents in San
Diego, Los Angeles and Orange
counties rose from 3.3 percent to 4
percent, the study said.

The heftiest rent decreases per-
sisted in the San Francisco Bay area,
where a high-tech bust that began in
late 2000 resulted in mass layoffs
and pared paychecks, forcing land-
lords to lower prices to retain and
attract cash-strapped tenants.

Rents in Santa Clara County —
the hub of the Silicon Valley —

See MARKET, page 6

Shoppers

spending

more money than
ever downtown

However, survey shows
homeless still deterrent

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

DOWNTOWN — Shoppers
are spending more money than
ever on the Third Street Prom-
enade and throughout Santa
Monica’s downtown  district,
despite noted deterrents like out-
dated parking structures and a
large homeless population.

Those were among the findings
of a survey of 800 area residents
and downtown visitors released on
Thursday. Downtown  Santa
Monica is defined as being situated
between Wilshire Boulevard to the
north and Colorado Avenue to the
south, Second Street to the west
and Lincoln Boulevard to the east.

Most shoppers polled spent
between $40 and $77 on an aver-
age visit to downtown. That figure
is considerably higher than in pre-

“It’s important that
this happen now. The
development review
process in Santa
Monica is thorough.”

— KATHLEEN RAWSON
Executive director,
Bayside District Corp.

report, which found many shop-
pers also frequent competing malls
such as the Westside Pavilion,
Century City Mall, the Grove, the
Bridge and the Beverly Center.
Officials said they were
encouraged by the results, which
indicated that locals typically shop
here more than once a week.
“The fact that most — in fact,

vious years, according to the

See SURVEY, page 5

Nonprofits banking on
over $220K in donations

By Daily Press staff

DOWNTOWN — A major
bank contributed more than
$220,000 to nonprofit organiza-
tions in Santa Monica last year, it
was announced this week.

The awards — which totaled
$220,610 — were given by Wells
Fargo Bank to 16 nonprofits pro-
viding everything from support
for children’s arts programs to
funding for affordable family
housing, needy children, adults
and senior citizens.

Beneficiaries included the
Special Olympics, Step Up On
Second, Angel’s Flight West,
Performing Arts for Children, the
Santa Monica City College Foun-
dation, the California Heritage
Museum and Roosevelt Elementary
School, among others.

“We cannot underestimate the

small and often overlooked miracles
that nonprofits perform in our com-
munities everyday,” said Shelley
Benson, president of marketing, in a
prepared statement. “Wells Fargo
and other funding sources must
remain committed to supporting the
miracle workers in our communi-
ties, whose contributions make a
world of difference to the people
who need them the most.”

Wells Fargo — which has assets
totaling $388 billion — contributed
$10 million to nonprofit organiza-
tions in Los Angeles, Ventura,
Santa Barbara and west San
Bernardino counties last year, mak-
ing it the largest corporate contrib-
utor to nonprofits in the greater Los
Angeles area, bank officials said.
Nationwide, the company donated
$83 million to more than 14,000
nonprofits in 2003.
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Avoid making a lot of plans, Aries

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

%k kk-Dynamic **k%k-Positive **k*k-Average
**-So-so *-Difficult

&1 ARIES (March 21-April 19)

*% Take some well-earned downtime.
You might want to write some letters or reach out
for a loved one at a distance. Avoid making a lot
of plans, other than staying home quietly with a
friend or loved one. You need a break from
recent events. Tonight: Be mysterious. You don’t
have to tell everyone.

"] TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

i 21 &k k% Often, you choose a low-key
role and are happy being an observer. You get off
your duff and socialize with friends and loved
ones. You might want to throw a midwinter party
or do something that involves a group of friends.
Tonight: Let someone know how much you care.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

%% While others might go off for a care-
free weekend, you might decide to work or han-
dle certain key responsibilities. This will make
you feel better. Still, schedule individual time
with that special person in your life. Tonight: Out
and about.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

% %% %% You need a break. Take one now,
even if it is only a day trip with a friend. You’ll
enjoy yourself in another setting or a different
environment more than you think. You gain a
refreshing perspective as a result. Tonight: Do
something totally different.

["-‘I LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

’;‘J * %% k% Others have the ideas. Clearly
someone wants to be alone with you. Let this
person take the lead, and you follow. You might
like the treat this person has up his or her sleeve
for you. For once, lie back and allow another to
dote on you. Tonight: Add a touch of romance.

".j‘l VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

=2l &k k% Others seek you out en mass.
You might combine certain invitations or just
accept one. In fact, many of you have a special
someone who you really care about and would
like to be with. Make that choice. Tonight: Just

@n’t be alone.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

%% You could be overwhelmed by a
project or something you need to do. Carefully
think through a decision that involves family
and/or your home. Play the next 24 hours low-
key and easy. Tonight: Just don’t push.

1_?' SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

LMra % %%k An invitation or call might start
the ball rolling with someone special or a poten-
tial interest. What you thought was casual and
easy turns exciting and dynamic. Be aware of
how much someone cares. Tonight: Let your hair
down.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

* %% Make it OK to spend a quiet day
at home. You don’t need to push as hard as you
recently have been. Consider what is necessary
to make someone more comfortable with you.
Be willing to do just that. Tonight: Order in.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

%% %% You might like what happens if
you speak up. How someone else sees a situation
could be a lot different. A talk develops into a
loving conversation. You add to the closeness
and the bond between the two of you. Tonight:
At a favorite spot.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

%% You opt to spend on something
extravagant or a bit different, be it for you or a
loved one. Others might think this is an impulse
purchase, but it isn’t. You have given this matter
a lot of thought. Buy a card for a loved one.
Tonight: Your treat.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

*% %% % A friend or loved one tells you
something that makes you very happy. Be spon-
taneous and do what you most enjoy. A romance
could be building from a friendship, or you
could be adding a lot of friendship to a romance.
Tonight: As you like it. )
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LOCAL

Crime in Santa Monica
at lowest level in 43 years

(Editors note: Because of printing
problems, the SMDP is re-printing this
story, which appeared in the Jan. 22 edi-
tion. For more of that day s news, log onto
smdp.com and download the Jan. 22 edi-
tion).

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

SMPD HDQTRS. — Crime in Santa
Monica is the lowest it has been in 43 years,
according to statistics released Wednesday.

In 2003, serious crimes decreased 4
percent over the previous year, also a
record low year, SMPD Chief James T.
Butts, Jr., said.

“It’s like it’s back in 1960,” he said.
“Most cities are happy if they get to 1980s
or 1979 levels, and very few, if any, cities,
have posted 60- to 70-percent decreases
in the last decade. That’s off the charts.”

Last year, the SMPD received 4,501
reports of Part 1 crimes, which are the
most serious. In 1993, when crime was at
an all-time high, there were 10,891
reports of serious crime.

“This year’s decrease comes on the
heels of nine years of crime dropping in
the city,” Butts said, adding last year was
only 70 crimes higher than what was
reported in 1960.

Violent crime — murder, rape, robbery
and aggravated assault — fell 14 percent
in 2003 and 62 percent over the last
decade. Crime has declined in nine of the
last 10 years, and seven years consecu-
tively. In the 38 years prior to 1994, crime
had fallen only two years in a row on
three occasions. In the last 47 years, crime
has decreased only in 19 years.

Santa Monica’s decrease in crime is
particularly noteworthy given that crime
rose statewide by 2.3 percent for the first
nine months of 2003, Butts said. He
added that the state saw a property crime
increase of 4.7 percent in the first nine
months of 2003, yet Santa Monica’s prop-
erty crimes continue to drop. Property
crime here reached 1950s levels, falling
58 percent from their 1993 high of 9,446
incidents to 3,946 incidents in 2003.

The overall crime today in Santa
Monica has fallen 59 percent in the last
decade. The most substantial drop was a
75 percent decrease in homicides — there
was only one last year, compared to eight
the year before. But compared with 1956,
it has dropped 78 percent. The lowest six

years of homicides on record have
occurred between 1996 and 2003. Prior to
1996, the least number of murders com-
mitted in a year in Santa Monica was six,
with the record being in 1980 with 17.

Violent crime in Santa Monica has
dropped 62 percent since 1993. Incidences
of robberies are down 66 percent and rape
is down 57 percent. Property crimes are
down 58 percent collectively — led by
auto theft, which is down 74 percent and
larcenies down 56 percent.

Burglaries are down 47 percent and
seven the of the lowest eight years on
record for burglary have been recorded
consecutively in the last seven years. The
eighth lowest year occurred in 1956, how-
ever, from 1998 to 2001, burglary was
lower than 1956 (see chart).

Butts said he’s amazed that crime lev-
els have reached levels from four decades
ago, especially because there were less
than half the amount of people living here
then — let alone visiting here. Tourist and
other visitations are currently at record
levels, with as many as 300,000 people
coming to Santa Monica in one day.

“The reality is that we serve a popula-
tion large enough to be considered a
metropolis,” Butts said. But Santa
Monica, which has close to 90,000 resi-
dents, isn’t considered a major city
because it doesn’t reach the mandated
population of 100,000. As a result, Santa
Monica isn’t included in major city crime
comparisons.

Butts attributes the low crime rates to
several factors, but particularly because
the SMPD rid the city of rampant drug
dealing in Palisades Park in the early to
mid-1990s, when he became police chief.

“It’s no coincidence that when we had
high crime there was an open air drug
market in Palisades Park,” Butts said,
adding cities that are predisposed to drug
activity have more criminals in them.

Butts also suggested that because the
SMPD has what are called “community
livability” goals that are identified every
year, crime in those areas are reduced.
One year, auto thefts had increased, so the
SMPD focused on reducing that crime,
and it was successful. The goals are based
on quality of life issues for residents.

This past year, the goals were robbery
suppression with an emphasis on street
robberies; pursuing parolees with an

See CRIME RATE, page 5
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Look for another day of overlapping WNW swells, with one
building and one fading through the day. In the morning look for TOday the
many of your better exposed winter breaks to see waves in the 3-4-5’ Wate" ls:

range, with some better sets at top spots.
OUTLOOK: Look for the surf to be slowly fading on Sunday — 0
although still overhead at the good spots — and into Monday.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing
today at your local break. Epic.

® LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES

= LOW ONE LOW TWO HIGH ONE HIGH TWO
SATURDAY 4:21 AM 519 PM 10:22 AM 11:54 PM
SUNDAY 5:09 AM 5:51 PM 11:04 AM N/A

MONDAY 6:09 AM 6:26 PM 12:36 AM 11:49 AM
TUESDAY 7:24 AM 7:00 PM 1:16 AM 12:48 PM
WEDNESDAY 9:04 AM 7:39 PM 2:04 AM 2:20 PM
THURSDAY 10:39 AM 8:35 PM 3:00AM 4:49 PM
FRIDAY 11:56 AM 9:51 PM 3:54 AM 6:50 PM
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OPINION

LETTERS

District Board of Education,).
Editor:

Two thumbs up for school gift proposal

(This letter was originally addressed to the Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School

We would like to add our voices to those of the many Santa Monica and Malibu
citizens who have expressed support for Superintendent John Deasy’s proposal to
place 15 percent of gifts to individual schools in an equity fund to help schools
throughout the Santa Monica Malibu Unified School District.

We have long been concerned about the inequality of private fundraising within the
district because it exacerbates the already substantial opportunity and achievement
gaps among children in our schools. To address this problem, we became actively
involved in the Santa Monica-Malibu Education Foundation, which helps schools
throughout the district. Then, in 1993, when our youngest child was a student at
Franklin Elementary School, we initiated a scrip sales fundraiser in which profits
earned at Franklin were divided 50-50; 50 percent to the Franklin PTA and 50 percent
to the foundation. Former Superintendent Neil Schmidt indicated that if our pilot pro-
gram succeeded, he would ask the School Board to require some sort of gift revenue
sharing at all schools. A group of very dedicated Franklin parents helped turn our
fundraiser into a major source of revenue, raising approximately $90,000 over a two-
year period — $45,000 for Franklin and $45,000 for the foundation.

The Franklin parents who worked in and contributed to the program considered it

“THEYRE ALL
FHLL OF CRARD

It's like 19

fest it’s

"Qity is the
Ey n in 4? a5
avound here...
Only one killing all year...”
-SMPQ Press Conference

a privilege, not a tax, even though only half the funds raised were spent at our own
children’s school. We also believed that our own children benefited from the model of
caring and sharing set by their parents. However, due to pressure from those at other
schools, the proposal to require district-wide sharing of privately raised funds was
quietly dropped.

Since that time, the fundraising gap between more affluent and less affluent
schools has widened. For example, we recently read that this year Point Dume
Elementary School in Malibu raised eight times more per pupil than John Muir
Elementary School in Santa Monica. As state funding cuts and budget shortfalls force
the district to make once unimaginable cuts in school programming, the discrepancy
between the educational offerings in different neighborhoods will become even more
apparent unless the issue of fundraising inequality is addressed without further delay.

*Mezhawic 1haols homaloss menks Eﬂianf 1o dugth i salF—dafen:a,' hatband & wita die in
murder-taicide thonting, SHC sladent ltidn:p?edf lerlured/mardered, Pico shosting vietim
suecambs, body of woman Found in Plisades cliffs, man stabbad 1o daath in sastreom..,

Wembee: AREC 3 NES eS| SO0T <= r 2004 WAAN FUNNYPARERE COM

board, the equity concerns which were previously tabled will now be firmly
addressed. We strongly believe that Deasy’s gift proposal is an important step in the
effort to bridge the opportunity and achievement divides within our local public
schools. We urge the school board to adopt the proposed gift policy at the earliest pos-
sible opportunity.

Sonya Fox and Bruse Ira Sultan

Our hope is that under the vibrant leadership of Deasy and the current school

Santa Monica

MODERN

-
= TIMES
- By Lloyd Garver

Thirty years ago, a young comic named
George Carlin released an album that list-
ed the “seven words that you can’t say on
television.” Last week, Congressman
Doug Ose (R-Sacramento) introduced a
bill that would ban seven words from tel-
evision. The “Seven Dirty Word List”
might be the only thing in this country that
hasn’t been affected by inflation over the
past 30 years.

Six of the words are the same on both
lists, but Congressman Ose has removed
one of Carlin’s words and replaced it with
another one. Does that mean that now it’s
OK with the Congressman to say @%*&,
but it’s no longer OK to say @#!+? (I've
chosen to spell these words using these
symbols rather than their actual letters
because I don’t think they’re appropriate
for this column. The Santa Monica Daily
Press didn’t tell me I couldn’t say them,

and neither did the federal government. It’s
also fun to type words in silly symbols).

To paraphrase Justice Potter Stewart’s
famous comment about obscenity, I can’t
define bad legislation, but I know it when
I'see it. And this is bad legislation.

I don’t like everything I hear on televi-
sion either, but Congress shouldn’t get
involved in protecting us from hearing
specific words. Years ago, you couldn’t
say “pregnant” on television. Language
and tastes evolve. If Congress adopts this
resolution, I guarantee you that a few
years from now it will be amended. Some
words will be more acceptable, and new
words will be considered offensive. Do
we really want to waste Congress’ time
and our money every few years by having
them discuss which seven words should
be banned from television?

And why seven? When Congressman
Ose was sitting at his kitchen table mak-
ing his list, what words didn’t make the
cut? What was “Naughty Word Number
8” that he almost included, but finally
said, “Oh, what the, h-e-double hockey
sticks, I guess it’s not that bad?” Do the
“Sleazy Seven” only offend him, or did he
poll his wife and kids, or go to his neigh-

bors with a longer list and cuss at them
until they slammed the door in his face?

If this thing is actually debated in
Congress, it’s going to be ridiculous.
Everybody has a different opinion about
what words are and aren’t OK to say on
TV. Some members of Congress will want
to ban blankety-blank, and others will find
blankety-blank-blank more offensive.
Some will want a shorter list, and some
will want a longer one. And to make their
case, they will have to say these words in
the hallowed hall of the United States
Congress. And the proceedings will prob-
ably be televised. So, we’ll be able to
watch our elected officials swearing on
television regarding how terrible it is to
swear on television.

Imagine that debate. “While I agree
with my honorable colleague from Georgia
that !@&&# is a bad word, I would like to
nominate ##%@!, which I have found
offensive ever since I heard my big broth-
er, Harold, use it when we went skinny-
dipping with the Randolph twins.”

Then, of course there is the slippery
slope. (Don’t worry, Congressman, that’s
not the brand name of a lubricant). If

Congress has a right to outlaw seven

F*#@ that! Revisiting seven dirty words is just a waste

words, what’s to stop them from outlaw-
ing 27 words next year, and 127 the year
after? Or maybe they’ll feel like outlaw-
ing all words having to do with a certain
subject matter.

In language, context is crucial. This is
probably why the FCC has wisely
refrained from banning specific words for
the past decade or so. And Congress
shouldn’t start now, especially consider-
ing that there is an alternative. Since
Congressman Ose should be able to pre-
dict pretty accurately which programs are
likely to use language that might offend
him, all he has to do is not watch those
shows. Shouldn’t the same people who
are theoretically capable of “pushing the
button” to authorize a war be capable of
pushing the button to turn off a television
set? Congressman, your proposal is a bad
@#!&* idea.

(Lloyd Garver has written for many tel-
evision shows, ranging from ‘“Sesame
Street” to “Family Ties” to “Frasier.” He
also has read many books, some of them
in hardcover. He writes the “Modern
Times” column for CBSnews.com's opin-
ion page and can be reached at
smdp@]Iloydgarvermoderntimes.com,).

als are subject to editing for space and content.

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a
space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the authors
name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editori-
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Home-grown shoppers provide boost to area retailers

SURVEY, from page 1

virtually all — of the people surveyed ...
had been to the area in the year prior is
actually phenomenal,” said Kathleen
Rawson, executive director of the Bayside
District Corp., a nonprofit that runs down-
town with funding from City Hall. “Those
are nice, healthy numbers.”

Most of the respondents said they visit-
ed downtown because they live or work
nearby, an indication of the area’s residen-
tial growth, while fewer said they chose

Ties that bind:

the area for its variety or quality of servic-
es — or to see a movie.

Rawson said the data wasn’t a surprise
to Bayside board members, but it reaf-
firmed shoppers are happy with the mix of
stores, but dissatisfied with the homeless
population, lack of parking and aging
movie theaters. She reiterated the board’s
priorities, which are in line with what
those surveyed want.

“Our market base for theaters has not
eroded to the point of no return, but it is
certainly imperative that the city and the

Cops attribute

crime dip to close community

CRIME RATE, from page 3

emphasis on tracking and supervision;
traffic safety with an emphasis on pedes-
trian safety and instituting a new “neigh-
borhood-centered policing” program that
puts high-ranking officers directly in
touch with residents, SMPD Lt. Frank
Fabrega said.

Technology and establishing a better
tie with the community is what has helped
drive down crime levels, Butts said.

“It’s the closeness of the community
with residents and police, and computer
technology that can help us pinpoint
crime, analyze trends and mobilize effec-
tively,” he said. “Before, information was
contained in the station but now police
units are mobile offices.”

He added that the SMPD has made
great strides in reaching out to the com-
munity, which is proven by the record low
of citizen complaints against the police
department this year — 43, compared to
more than 100 in 1992, when Butts
changed the policy on how complaints
were logged. At the time, the watch com-
mander, who works closely with officers,

had the discretion of whether to log the
complaint. But Butts changed that so all
complaints go directly to the internal
affairs department.

“The message that has been sent by
this community and this police depart-
ment is that we intend to make Santa
Monica one of the safest communities in
the United States and we are on our way,”
Butts said.

And despite the fact that incidents of
drive-by shootings and stray bullets were
commonplace last year in the Pico neigh-
borhood — located on the eastside of
town and the site of the year’s only homi-
cide — crime is still down there. Police
responded to close to a dozen shots fired
calls, most believed to be gang related. In
some cases, people were struck by bullets,
but no one was seriously injured.

“Historically, violence in Pico is down
over the last 10 to 12 years,” Butts said,
adding that the eight square blocks the
neighborhood encompasses is the most
patrolled in the city. “We are steadily
making inroads in getting people engaged
in anti-social behavior off the streets.”
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community here aggressively pursue the-
ater development in downtown,” Rawson
said. “They need to be replaced with state-
of-the-art, competitive movie theaters.

“It’s important that this happen now,”
she added. “The development review
process in Santa Monica is thorough. It
will take some years to get this done ... All
the stars have to be aligned — these are
property deals, these are development
deals, the city is interested — I couldn’t
give an estimate.”

Bayside paid CIC Research Inc.
$27,000 to conduct the October survey,
which consisted of interviewing 400 resi-
dents over the phone and 400 shoppers
out and about. CIC conducted similar sur-
veys for Bayside in 1997, 98 and ’99.

Results also indicate that less interna-
tional travelers and more people from
throughout LA County were visiting down-
town. Ernest Brazier, director of research
for CIC, said despite the fact that Santa

Monicans accounted for a smaller percent-
age of those stopped on the street in 2003,
the general feeling is that more people
from all groups are coming to downtown.

The demographics of those polled often
differed from the average Santa Monican.
For the telephone survey, which targeted
households in Santa Monica and other
westside areas, the median age was 45, the
median income $74,600 and 48 percent
owned their own home. Of those inter-
viewed on the street — generally a younger
and less affluent set — the median age was
33, the median income was $47,500 and 44
percent were homeowners.

Santa Monicans on the whole are still
less affluent. According to an analysis of
the 2000 Census performed by the RAND
Corp., a national think tank based in
downtown Santa Monica, only 28 percent
of housing units within the city were
owner-occupied. The median income was
pegged at $50,714.
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Landlords taking heart
as vacancy rates decline

MARKET, from page 1

dropped 6.4 percent in 2003 to an average
of $1,284, RealFacts said. Since peaking
at $1,951 in early 2001, average apart-
ment rents in Silicon Valley have plum-
meted by 34 percent, generating $8,000 in
annual savings for renters.

In the three-county San Francisco met-
ropolitan area, apartment rents dipped by
another 4.8 percent in 2003 to an average
of $1,544. San Francisco metro rents have
fallen by nearly $500 per month during the
past three years.

Even with the steady erosion, the aver-
age price for a San Francisco apartment
remains the most expensive in the West,
remaining well ahead of the Los Angeles
average of $1,346. The West’s lowest
apartment rents are in Tucson, Ariz., at a
year-end average of $614.

The stagnant rental market largely
reflects a feeble job market, said Caroline
Latham, RealFacts’ chief executive.

Although the overall economy recently
has been expanding at an impressive clip,
the recovery still hasn’t spurred employ-
ers to hire substantially more workers —
conditions that make it more difficult for
landlords to find renters who can afford
their own apartments.

“Job growth and apartment demand are
pretty closely correlated,” Latham said.
“It’s turning into a much slower recovery
than we had hoped for. It looks like it is
going to take more time than we thought
for things to stabilize.”

Apartment demand in recent years also
has tapered off as a sharp decline in inter-
est rates made it easier for more longtime
renters to qualify for mortgages and buy
their first homes.

While the conditions are saving renters
money, they are also discouraging devel-
opers and lenders from pursuing new
apartment construction — a phenomenon
that could diminish the future supply of

desirable housing. Latham predicted it
will take sustained annual rent increases
of 4 percent to 5 percent to encourage
more building.

Landlords may gain greater pricing
power in 2004 if vacancy rates continue to
decline, as they did last year in 12 of the
19 surveyed markets.

A market vacancy rate of 5 percent or
less generally gives landlords the leverage
to demand higher rents.

All four of Southern California’s metro
areas have had apartment vacancy rates of
less than 5 percent for a long stretch, Latham
said. The vacancy rates in the San Francisco
and Las Vegas markets also dipped below 5
percent during the final three months of
2003 — an indicator that rents in those mar-
kets may be ready to surge.

Got rent?

RENTS, from page 1

Riverside/San Bernardino counties $949 +6.4%
Sacramento, Calif. $898 +2.9%
Seattle $860 +0.4%

Denver $854 unchanged

Reno, Nev. $754 +1.3%

Las Vegas $750 +1.9%

Portland, Ore. $733 -1.9%

Colorado Springs, Colo. $715 +2.4%
Phoenix $713 +0.3%

Boise, Idaho $701 -0.1%

Salt Lake City $658 -1.2%

Albuquerque, N.M. $638 +1.4%

Tucson, Ariz. $614 +0.7%

Environmentalists sue EPA
over permits for oil platforms

By The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Environmental groups filed a lawsuit last week against the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, claiming the federal government has failed to
update clean water permits for nearly two dozen oil drilling platforms off the

California coast.

The suit, filed in U.S. District Court here, alleges that the EPA hasn't issued new
water permits for 22 oil platforms off Southern and Central California. It seeks to
require that the agency issue updated permits under the Clean Water Act.

Clean water permits are intended to control the discharge of pollutants into public
waterways under state and federal standards.

Some oil facilities are operating with expired permits issued 20 years ago when pol-
lution control standards were more lax, Schauer said. The lawsuit asserts that the EPA
has reported finding several toxic pollutants, including ammonia and arsenic, in dis-

charges from the platforms.

The EPA would not comment directly on the lawsuit, but the agency said it is prepar-
ing new water permits for the platforms. An EPA official said the agency is awaiting
approval from the California Coastal Commission, which it expects in April or May.

“We are anxious to issue these permits,” said Alexis Strauss, director of the EPA's

water commission.
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Lure of Canadian drugs
too strong for state senator

BY JENNIFER COLEMAN

Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO — California could
save as much as $30 million by buying
Canadian drugs for state hospitals and
prisons, but would be in direct conflict
with federal regulations, under a bill
unveiled this week by a state senator.

The bill, by Senate President Pro
Tempore John Burton, D-San Francisco,
would allow the state Department of
General Services to consider Canadian
pharmacies when seeking the best price
on prescription medicines. The depart-
ment buys drugs for the California prison
system and state hospitals.

If Burton’s bill becomes law, it would
make California’s the first state legisla-
ture to approve a plan to buy drugs from
Canada, experts said, and possibly create
more pressure on the federal government
to allow the practice on a wider scale or
push for lower drug prices.

So far, seven state legislatures have
debated various plans to buy drugs from
Canada, but none has passed. Governors
of several states have also proposed pro-
grams, but no state has started importing
the cheaper drugs.

Shopping in Canada for the five pre-
scription drugs — Seroquel, Zyprexa,
Risperdal, Depakote and Neurontin —
most often purchased for those state facil-
ities could save the state more than $23
million a year, Burton said.

“Canada is infinitely cheaper than buy-
ing drugs in this country,” Burton said.
“Sooner or later, the federal government
is going to have to stand up to the drug
companies” and have them account for
that discrepancy.

In no other industry, he said, are con-
sumers and government agencies required
to buy only U.S.-manufactured goods,
which Burton blamed on lobbying by
pharmaceutical companies that want to
keep prices, and profits, high.

Joe Hammang, a scientist with Pfizer
Pharmaceuticals, said it’s not fair to com-
pare the drug industry to other industries
because bringing a medicine to market is
“far more risky and time consuming.”

It can take millions of dollars and
many years to produce a successful drug,
which drives up the price to U.S. con-
sumers, Hammang said.

Because Canada has a national health
system, the government negotiates the
maximum price for prescription drugs
with the manufacturers — often much
less than in the United States. The dis-
crepancy has led many people to drive
across the border or order online at
Canadian pharmacies to save money.

Assemblyman Dario Frommer, D-Los
Angeles, has also eyed Canada for pre-
scription drug buys, but would expand on
Burton’s proposal by including Medi-Cal
prescriptions, which he said could save
the state even more.

Either plan would require federal regu-
lators to grant California a waiver to
import the drugs.

Federal law lets pharmacists and
wholesalers import drugs from Canada —
but only with the approval of the secretary
of Health and Human Services. So far,
Secretary Tommy Thompson and the Food
and Drug Administration have deemed
importing Canadian drugs too risky.

Despite that, the cities of Springfield,
Mass., and Montgomery, Ala., are buying
lower-cost prescription drugs from Canada
and others are considering similar plans.

Seven state legislatures took up the issue
last year, said Richard Cauchi, with the
National Conference of State Legislatures.

“How do you balance
reasonable and adequate
incentives for the medical

advances we all want?”

— DAVID GOLLAHER
President,
California Healthcare Institute

Only one of those states, New Jersey,
tried to ban the importation of the cheaper
pharmaceuticals; the others considered how
to save money by buying drugs from the
north. They include Maine, Vermont, Rhode
Island, Illinois, Massachusetts and Florida.

None of the legislation was approved,
Cauchi said.

Governors in several states have also
proposed similar purchasing plans, includ-
ing New Hampshire, Michigan, Wisconsin,
Minnesota, lowa and West Virginia.

Burton said he doubted there would be
any health risk to consumers because
Canada’s testing standards are similar to
the U.S. standards.

Of the drugs sold in Canada, some are
manufactured there and some are import-
ed from other facilities in countries,
Cauchi said.

“Quite a number of the drugs are man-
ufactured in the U.S. and then shipped to
Canada,” Cauchi said.

Importing price-controlled drugs from
Canada could hurt California’s world-lead-
ing biotech industry, said David Gollaher,
president of California Healthcare
Institute, which represents universities and
biotech companies. Fewer research dollars
would result a drop in biotech jobs and
fewer new drugs, he said.

“There’s a lot more at stake here than any
other state,” Gollaher said. “How do you
balance reasonable and adequate incentives
for the medical advances we all want?”

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger hasn’t
taken a position on the bill, said his
spokeswoman Ashley Snee.

The administration is concerned about
quality control of imports, but also about
“the growing cost of prescription drugs,”
she said. Schwarzenegger’s staff would
work with lawmakers to “reduce the costs
in accordance with the law and in ways
that don’t sacrifice quality.”
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Arnold’s massive borrowing plan has enough muscle

BY TOM CHORNEAU

Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO — While polls show only a third of
California voters support borrowing $15 billion to refi-
nance the state’s deficit, formal opposition to Proposition
57 appears unlikely to coalesce in the six weeks remain-
ing before the March 2 election.

Despite the polls and the daunting task facing pro-
bond forces, none of the state’s major taxpayer groups
nor the bond’s leading critics — state Treasurer Phil
Angelides and Sen. Tom McClintock, R-Northridge —
say they are planning any sort of opposition campaign.

The bond measure, largest to ever go before any state
electorate, is backed by a powerful bipartisan coalition
led by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger and State Controller
Steve Westly, a Democrat.

Proceeds from the sale would be used to pay off the
state’s existing deficit and help make ends meet next
year, but at a cost of about $4 billion in interest or $2,000
per California household.

The lack of organized opposition is a boost for
Schwarzenegger, whose campaign for the bonds could
crumble under even the most modest opposition,
observers said.

A survey released last week from the Field Poll found
only 33 percent of likely voters favor the borrowing.
Similar results were measured in a poll from the Public
Policy Institute of California.

“It’s a huge plus for the governor not to have anyone
spending money on the other side,” said Bruce Cain, polit-
ical science professor at the University of California,
Berkeley. “I think any opposition would be very bad news.

“Schwarzenegger has to do something that is very rare
in initiative politics — build up the Yes side,” Cain
explained. “Most measures start off high and come down

Original
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CAR ACCIDENT?

— he’s got to do the opposite. It’s a tough chore under
the best circumstance, the last thing he wants to anyone
opposing him.”

And so far he’s got his wish.

Angelides, an outspoken critic of the governor’s eco-
nomic plans and a likely challenger in 2006, said he
would not be spending any of his $10 million campaign
war chest to fight the bonds.

“As treasurer, I feel duty bound to express my opin-
ion,” Angelides said. “I feel an obligation to fight on the
front that does count — making sure that we have a
budget with structural balance.”

“This is not just about the
bond issue — it’s a test of Arnold’s
ability to lead.”

— SHERRY BEBITCH JEFFE
Political scientist at USC

If anyone asks, Angelides said, he’ll tell them he
opposed the borrowing. Beyond that, however, “the vot-
ers should decide.”

This comes even though the treasurer organized a No
on 57 campaign in December and spent close to
$400,000 of contributors” money on TV ads attacking the
governor’s first plan to borrow the $15 billion.

McClintock, one of the Legislature’s leading conser-
vatives, said he too is not planning to organize a cam-
paign to fight against the bond’s passage.

“I expect a very one-sided campaign,” said
McClintock, who ran against Schwarzenegger in the
recall campaign and may run again in 2006. “I intend to
speak out every chance I get against the idea because bor-
rowing is not the solution. But I’m not in a position to
bring together a campaign.”

Taxpayer groups, the other likely source for big dol-
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lars to fight the bonds, also appear disinclined to take up
the challenge. The California Taxpayers Association is
supporting the record borrowing; while the Howard
Jarvis Taxpayers Association has not yet taken a position.

Larry McCarthy, president of CalTax, said his group
decided the bonds represent the most efficient and least dis-
ruptive method for paying off the deficit. McCarthy is even
serving as a co-chair of the Yes on Proposition 57 committee.

But Schwarzenegger is risking much of his newly
acquired political capital in the race. He has already
begun barnstorming the state to inspire voter support and
is expected to push campaign supporters to contribute up
to $10 million for the bonds passage as well as a com-
panion measure, Proposition 58, that mandates balance
budgets in the future and prohibits deficit financing.

He and his supporters argue that without the bonds,
the state would be forced to impose deep spending cuts
and increase taxes dramatically.

The stakes in this campaign are immense, pundits say.

“This is not just about the bond issue — it’s a test of
Arnold’s ability to lead,” said Sherry Bebitch Jeffe, a
political scientist at the University of Southern California.

Schwarzenegger’s sweeping victory in the Oct. 7
recall election has made many Democrats nervous given
his many threats to bypass the Legislature and take his
issues directly to the ballot and even more, his veiled
threats to campaign against them.

Cain noted that some Democrats would like nothing
better than to see the governor and his bonds fail, because
such a loss would quickly cut the larger-than-life
Schwarzenegger down to size. But, he suggested, the
governor’s opponents may be holding back because they
agree with the governor that without the bond money the
state faces massive financial problems.

“The reality is that they may not want to go eye to eye
with the governor with a huge hole in the budget,” Cain
said. “The gamble is that in that situation they might get
Arnold to blink and go for a tax increase. Then again, he
might not, and then he’s cutting everything.”
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CALIFORNIA BRIEFS

Enter Sandman: Army chief storms the desert

By The Associated Press

FORT IRWIN — Army Chief of Staff Gen. Peter Schoomaker showed up on the
National Training Center “battlefield” to witness maneuvers by the first rotation of
military personnel from various branches of the service.

The California desert training is part of the war on terror.

“Our responsibility hasn’t changed, but the nature of the threat has changed and
that is why we really need to be more agile and adaptable so that we can be suc-
cessful against the threats to the United States,” Schoomaker said this week.

“We will find ourselves being used in ways that 50 years ago weren’t the kind of
ways we think about using the military today,” the general said.

Schoomaker was escorted out to the “box” — or battle zone — at Fort Irwin to
see the 3rd Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division from Fort Benning, Ga., in action. The
brigade is just one component in a national training exercise called the Joint
National Training Capability.

Under the Joint National Training Capability, an Army unit, for example, train-
ing at the National Training Center at Fort Irwin, could link with Air Force units
training out of Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., Marine units training at the Marine
Corps Air Ground Combat Center at Twentynine Palms, and with Navy ships
maneuvering off the coast of California.

Schoomaker said joint training will lead to a more agile and dynamic force.

“I am impressed in a very positive way,” he said. “We are at the beginning stages
of the (JNTC), which allows us to combine the live, the virtual, and the constructive
in very imaginative ways where we have an infinite number of constructs and sce-
narios.”

Morning commuters prepare for Orange crush

By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — In a nod to the region’s agricultural heritage, transportation offi-
cials renamed the 14-mile San Fernando Valley Rapidway bus route the Orange Line.

The name change also links the system — described as “a rail line on rubber
tires” — with the Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s Red, Blue, Gold and
Green trains.

The MTA board voted 11-0 on this week to rename the valley bus corridor, which
opens next year on a route from North Hollywood to Warner Center. Board presi-
dent Zev Yaroslavsky said the new moniker “fosters the linkage between the line
and the rest of the transit network.”

“It is different than any other bus line,” Yaroslavsky said. “It’s, in fact, a rail line
on rubber tires.”

Boycott was tough lesson to swallow

By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The school district lost about $1 million in state attendance
funding because of the one-day statewide Hispanic boycott called last month to
protest repeal of a law allowing illegal immigrants to apply for driver’s licenses.

The 740,000-student Los Angeles Unified School District said this week that an
estimated 40,000 district students participated in the Dec. 12 boycott. The district
receives $26.11 per day for each student attending school.

“I think it’s unfortunate that the district lost approximately $1 million, but even
more unfortunate than the economic blow in these hard times is the loss of learning
for the students that day,” school board president Jose Huizar said.

Huizar said he supported the driver’s license law, but added, “Putting children’s
educations at risk should not be a part of any public policy agenda.”

The district is already facing tough financial times. After Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger unveiled his proposed budget earlier this month, school district
officials estimated they would have a gap of $466 million to close in their budget of
nearly $6 billion before the new fiscal year begins July 1.

By The Associated Press

LONG BEACH — A Polytechnic High School senior with a heart condition col-
lapsed on the track and died after a 1 1/2 mile run.

Jayme Espinoza, 18, had finished running for a final exam in his weight training
class and was walking to cool down when he collapsed Thursday at 11:15 a.m. and
had a seizure, principal Shawn Ashley said.

A nurse and a coach attempted mouth-to-mouth resuscitation and CPR before
paramedics arrived and took Espinoza to Long Beach Memorial Medical Center,
where he was pronounced dead, Ashley said.

Espinoza had been under treatment for an irregular heartbeat but had been
cleared by his family doctor to participate in physical education, school district
spokesman Dick Van Der Laan said. minorities on its board.
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NYC’s Armory back on track with Hall of Fame

BY ANDREA ADELSON
AP Sports Writer

NEW YORK — Norbert Sander ran
track at the Armory in high school
decades ago. Back then, everyone seemed
to go there.

After all, it was the mecca of track and
field in the Northeast — where all the top
athletes gathered to compete. In 1990,
Sander returned to the Armory after learn-
ing it had fallen onto hard times. He could
hardly believe what he saw.

The home of track and field? Not even
close. There was no track to be found. The
Armory was now a homeless shelter.
Debris littered the floor. Windows were
broken, walls were crumbling, and pipes
were leaking.

“It was in deplorable condition,” said
Sander, who won the 1974 New York City
Marathon. “A total catastrophe.”

Sander decided something had to be
done. He wanted to restore the building to
its former glory, so he established The
Armory Foundation to help raise money
to bring track back home.

He has more than succeeded. In 1993,
track and field returned to the Armory
after a 10-year absence, and the homeless
were settled into another shelter.

There’s more. The crowning jewel of
the Armory is set to be dedicated
Saturday: an $8.5 million National Track
& Field Hall of Fame, the first permanent,

DID YOU KNOW?: The common goldfish

| think it’s an amazing place to have our hall of fame.
I’m excited, and hopefully one day I'll be in it.”

— SANYA RICHARDS
University of Texas athlete

state-of-the-art home for the sport.

“It’s great,” shot putter Adam Nelson
said. “Track and field has really been a
forgotten sport in this country and it real-
ly has a strong history. To have a place
where they can showcase the history of
the sport in one of the biggest cities is a
really cool thing.”

When Sander started campaigning to
restore the track, not many people would
listen. He would bring city officials to the
building and try to point out where the
track used to be.

“I’d have to move the beds, homeless
people would be sleeping there,” Sander
said. “I wanted to show the city official
where the old rim was. He said, ‘This is a
homeless shelter. This was never a track.’

“There were more doors shut in my face
than any man east of the Mississippi. If
they shut one door I’d go to the next one.”

Slowly but surely, Sander got officials
on his side. And he raised enough money
to start refurbishing the building. When
track and field returned there in 1993,
25,000 high schoolers used the Armory.

Now it hosts nearly 100 meets and
receives more than 350,000 visits from
student athletes a year.

Over $20 million has gone into reno-
vating the building. Nearly half of that has
gone into the Hall of Fame.

Four years ago, USA Track & Field
decided to float the idea of whether a
national Hall of Fame could succeed. In
1974, there was a small hall in Charleston,
W. Va., and then it moved to Indianapolis
in 1985. After failing to draw much inter-
est, the hall became a traveling exhibit
before closing down in the 1990s.
Memorabilia was kept in boxes and
housed in storage closets.

New York bid for the site, along with
Houston, Tampa, Kansas City and Eugene,
Ore. Selecting New York made perfect
sense not only because of the Armory, but
because the city had no hall of fame.

“When I started at USA Track & Field,
we were virtually bankrupt,” said Craig
Masback, CEO of USATF. “So something
like having a hall of fame in one of the
world’s major cities, if we would have pro-

posed it people would have just laughed.”

The new hall is a three-story, 15,000-
square foot facility that features educa-
tional exhibits, the history of the sport and
the Fred Lebow Marathon Hall. The third
floor has a glass wall with the etched
names of all 193 Hall of Fame members.
The track is visible through the wall.

“It is so awesome,” said Chandra
Cheeseborough, two-time gold Olympic
gold medalist. “When I walked in the
door, I had a flashback. I thought I want-
ed to run again.”

For sprinter Sanya Richards, a sopho-
more at the University of Texas, having
the hall of fame at the Armory has special
meaning.

She broke two high school records
there in the 200 and 400 as a senior.

“The Armory was a turning point for
me,” said Richards, who is the reigning
U.S. champion in the 400. “T love the sta-
dium, it brings a lot of great memories. I
think it’s an amazing place to have our
hall of fame. I'm excited, and hopefully
one day I’ll be in it.”

Sander is grateful not only for the new
hall, but for the complete turnaround of
the Armory.

“I’ve been working at this full time
since 1990 and am enormously gratified
by the success off it,” Sander said. “T was
a runner here. It affected my life. I see how
important it is to kids and even adults. It
really reaches out to people of all ages.”
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Bounty hunter wants irresponsible colleagues reined in

BY PAUL QUEARY

Associated Press Writer

OLYMPIA, Wash. — Jon Fitzpatrick looks the part
of a bounty hunter — tall, rugged, and occasionally for-
bidding. He packs a gun, opts for Johnny Cash black
when forced to wear a suit and isn’t afraid to tackle a
fugitive when the situation calls for it.

But he’d really rather you called him a “fugitive
recovery agent,” and says his profession is mostly about
research and shoe-leather tracking than busting down
doors and bringing in bad guys at gunpoint.

“I like to find people who don’t want to be found,”
Fitzpatrick said recently. “Ninety-nine-point-five percent
of the time, they will say: OK, can I get my shoes?”

Fitzpatrick spends most of his time tracking down
small-time bail jumpers for a few hundred dollars apiece.
He says television and movie portrayals of big-money
bounty hunters give a false impression of his profession
as action-packed and glamorous, luring in novices with
more aggression than sense.

So he’s pushing Washington lawmakers to rein in his
shadowy and largely unregulated trade, concerned that
the bare-knuckle tactics of his less responsible colleagues
might get somebody killed.

“People say: Oh, you’re a bounty hunter, so you like
to kick in doors and screw guns in people’s faces,”
Fitzpatrick said this month as he testified before the
Legislature. “It gives my company a bad name.”

That stereotype hit too close to home last year, when a
19-year-old novice bounty hunter pointed a shotgun at a
woman and her baby at a Starbucks coffee shop before
handcuffing and hauling away an innocent man — one of
Fitzpatrick’s friends.

Figuring it was an abduction, bystanders called police,
and the bounty hunter wound up charged with assault and
kidnapping.

Although prosecutors say such incidents are very rare,
it could have gone terribly wrong, spraying a busy street
with deadly shotgun pellets.

So this month found Fitzpatrick, dressed in black from
shoes to necktie, sitting uncomfortably in a hearing room
at the Washington Legislature.

For him, it’s more than just the personal affront of
having a fellow recovery agent abduct one of his friends.
It’s the possibility that violent invasions might turn nor-

mally docile fugitives violent.

“The next time I have to come to that house, they’re
going to be armed, they’re going to be booby-trapping
the doors,” Fitzpatrick said.

Washington and some two dozen other states don’t
regulate bounty hunters at all, said Scott Olson, president
of the National Institute of Bail Enforcement, a 3,000-
member organization based in Chicago that supports reg-
ulation of the industry.

“What really hurts us is that we get these rogue boun-
ty hunters out there,” Olson said. “They go and kick in
doors and do their thing.”

Without state regulation, bail bondsmen and their
agents enjoy broad powers to break into houses and drag
away fugitives — known as “bail skips” — without a
warrant. Under an 1872 U.S. Supreme Court decision,
people surrender many of their civil rights when a
bondsman bails them out of jail.

“They become, in essence, property,” said state Rep.
Mike Carrell, R-Lakewood, the sponsor of the licensing
bill. “It’s a contract, and the bail bond company says,
*You are now mine. You don’t run away.”

Carrell’s proposal would limit the trade to people with
appropriate education or experience, including instruc-
tion in relevant laws, the appropriate use of force, train-
ing in firearms, and no felony convictions.

Agents would need a concealed pistol license, effec-
tively limiting the profession to those over 21. The plan
also would require agents to notify police when they plan
to force entry into a home.

A look at Fitzpatrick’s working life gives insight into
why he wants a more regulated profession. Like many
people in dangerous businesses, Fitzpatrick is careful
almost to the point of superstition.

He doesn’t carry a cell phone or pager when he’s hunt-
ing fugitives because he’s afraid an ill-timed beep could
break his concentration at a crucial point.

He saves the black suit for formal occasions, mostly
wearing jeans and a multicolored fleece pullover that
hides his gun and makes him look like thousands of other
working-class Northwesterners.

Sometimes his cases are just a matter of walking up to
the front door and knocking. In other cases, guile is
required. Fitzpatrick says he once bought $400 in casino
vouchers, hired a limo, and told a skip that he’d won a
free casino trip. When the sharply dressed fugitive

hopped in the limo, Fitzpatrick and a partner jumped in
on either side and nabbed him.

Last month, Internet and courthouse research led
Fitzpatrick to a bail skip who was hiding out at his grand-
mother’s house in a rural area south of Olympia.

Unusually, the young fugitive bolted, leading
Fitzpatrick on a rough chase through heavy brush before
giving up. Fitzpatrick cuffed him, but brushed mud off
his face and let him hug his grandmother before hauling
him off to the courthouse.

A look at hounty hunting laws

The Associated Press

HOW BAIL WORKS — In most states, bail bondsmen
post a bond to guarantee that a suspect will appear for a
court date. A friend or relative generally pays 10 percent of
the bond amount for the service and puts up something
valuable — such as a home — as collateral. If the defen-
dant runs, the bondsman is liable for the entire amount of
the bond unless he can track down the defendant, which
often requires a bounty hunter.

BROAD POWERS — As agents of bail bondsmen,
bounty hunters — or bail recovery agents, as they prefer to
be called — enjoy broad powers under centuries-old com-
mon law and an 1872 U.S. Supreme Court decision.
Because people sign away many of their civil rights to the
bondsman, the agent can enter a home and arrest a fugitive
without a warrant in may states.

LITTLE REGULATION — About two dozen states
have essentially no regulation on bounty hunters, which
allows people with little or no experience or training to
enter the dangerous trade.

LAWS AGAINST — Several states outlaw bounty
hunting outright, and others limit it to employees of bail
bondsmen, not freelancers. About a dozen states require
some form of license for bail recovery agents, and a hand-
ful more limit the trade with requirements related to age,
experience, training or criminal record.

WASHINGTON STATE’S PROPOSAL — A bill
before the Legislature would limit the trade to people with
appropriate education or experience, including instruction
in relevant laws, the appropriate use of force, training in
firearms, and no felony convictions. Agents would also
need a concealed pistol license, effectively limiting the pro-
fession to those over 21.
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Feds to open 8.8 million acres in Alaska to drilling

BY JOHN HEILPRIN

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Interior Secretary Gale Norton
signed off on a plan to open 8.8 million acres of Alaska’s
North Slope to oil and gas development, some in areas
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important for migratory birds, whales and wildlife.

The Interior Department’s Bureau of Land Manage-
ment will use the plan to manage a northwest portion of
the government’s 23.5 million-acre National Petroleum
Reserve-Alaska. Geologists believe that reserve may
contain 6 billion to 13 billion barrels of oil.

It is located just west of the 1.5 million-acre Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge, which President Bush wants to
open to drilling as part of a massive energy bill stalled in
the Senate.

Environmentalists said the management plan threatens
the health of Arctic tundra, ponds and lakes that are home
to wildlife and migratory birds and provide a vital sub-
sistence hunting and fishing ground for native Alaskans.

“What makes this even worse is that BLM has failed
to study the effects of oil activities on the environment
like it has promised to do,” said Cindy Shogan, executive
director of the Alaska Wilderness League.

The plan makes 7.23 million acres available for ener-
gy leasing, but will defer leasing the other 1.57 million
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acres for a decade to see if more environmental studies
are needed, Interior Department officials said.

All energy leases will be subject to strict environmen-
tal standards, the officials said, while other provisions are
meant to protect water quality, vegetation, wetlands, fish
and wildlife habitats and subsistence uses.

The Interior Department proposed the management
plan in January 2003. With few changes, the plan includes
creation of a 102,000-acre Kasegaluk Lagoon Special
Area fenced off from leasing. It is considered particularly
sensitive, as it is home to beluga whales, spotted seals and
the black brandt, a migratory wild goose.

The plan designates special study areas of more than a
half-million acres each for the Pacific black brandt and
caribou. It also requires habitat studies for eiders, a bird
whose existence is imperiled, and yellow-billed loons,
and sets restrictions to minimize loss of foraging habitat
for raptors around the Colville River Special Area.

Norton said oil and gas from the North Slope will help
increase domestic energy production and stabilize prices
in the long term.

“This plan will help produce energy in an environmen-
tally responsible manner with the best available technolo-
gy, while protecting the important biological, subsistence
and cultural values found in this area,” she said.

The reserve was set aside in the 1920s for potential
energy development.

Environmentalists said the management plan rewards
Bush administration friends in the oil and gas industry.

“This decision certainly gives big oil and gas plenty to
be thankful for,” said Eleanor Huffines, regional director
in Alaska for The Wilderness Society.

BLM can now modify or waive environmental safe-
guards on a case-by-case basis for economic reasons,
environmentalists said.

The bureau expects to hold a lease sale for oil and gas
development on selected tracts next June. The Clinton
administration had opened much of the eastern section of
the reserve to oil and gas exploration in 1998, with tight
restrictions and some areas fenced off.
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Lands chief goes against grain in protecting forests

BY REBECCA COOK

Associated Press Writer

OLYMPIA, Wash. — State Public
Lands Commissioner Doug Sutherland
has proposed a permanent ban on clear-
cuts in old-growth forests, the battle-
ground for years of conflict between log-
gers and environmentalists.

The proposal affects about 54,400
acres of old-growth forest on state trust
land in Western Washington.

“It just seemed to make good sense,”
Sutherland said this week, adding that his
long-term goal is to quadruple the amount
of old-growth forest on state trust land
over the next 50 years.

Logging is already limited in most old-
growth forest on state trust land to protect
endangered and threatened species such
as the spotted owl. Only about 14,000
acres of old growth are totally unprotect-
ed. But Sutherland said his proposal offers
more than symbolic value.

“Old-growth forests play a very impor-
tant role in our healthy ecosystems,” he
said. “People really are concerned about
this.”

Washington state manages about 2.1
million acres of forest trust land, selling
the timber to raise money for school con-
struction, universities, county govern-
ment, fire districts and other public needs.

Sutherland said protecting old growth
from clear-cuts would only affect about 1

DID YOU KNOW?2:

“Old-growth forests play a very important
role in our healthy ecosystems. People really are
concerned about this.”

— DOUG SUTHERLAND
State Public Lands Commissioner

percent of the trust revenue.

“l know I'm going to anger both
sides,” said Sutherland, a Republican
elected in 2000 with timber industry sup-
port. “Some will say it’s too much, and
some will say it’s not enough. But that’s
the arena we work in.”

Indeed, his plan drew instant skepti-
cism from people on either side of the log-
ging-versus-environment debate.

“It’s good he understands the public is
concerned about old growth, but this is
kind of a halfway measure,” said Becky
Kelley, who tracks state forestry for the
Washington Environmental Council.

Sutherland’s plan would still allow
thinning in some old-growth stands,
defined as parcels 20 acres or larger with
trees at least 160 years old. He said thin-
ning will help improve forest health and
provide better habitat for animals.
Environmental groups are pushing for a
complete ban on any type of logging in
old-growth forest.

“These areas are already functioning as
healthy forests,” Kelley said. “We don’t

believe they need our intervention.”

Dave Werntz, scientific director for the
Northwest Ecosystem Alliance, said
there’s no reason to thin old-growth
stands.

“It sounds like an effort to give an
impression that old growth will be pro-
tected, while continuing to log them,” he
said.

The reaction from the other side of the
battleground was similarly unhappy.

“The industry likes Doug Sutherland a
lot, but this is kind of a shocker,” said Bill
Pickell, executive director of the
Washington Contract Loggers
Association, which represents many log-
gers who work on state trust forests.

“What the commissioner is doing is
treading on illegal ground,” Pickell
warned. “Trust lands are not to be used to
subsidize public and social priorities, no
matter how noble they are.”

Meanwhile, leaders of counties that
rely on money from logging on trust lands
worry about any move that could drain
their cash flow.

“I don’t think it falls within the law to
just set it aside and say, ‘sorry,” said
Jefferson County Commissioner Glen
Huntingford, who represents timber-
dependent counties on the state Board of
Natural Resources.

Many rural counties’ economies have
been crippled by government restrictions
on logging, following the 1990 listing of
the spotted owl as threatened under the
Endangered Species Act. Millions of acres
of federal and state forest land in the
Northwest were declared off-limits to pro-
tect the owls’ nesting habitat. Thousands
of logging jobs disappeared, and those
areas are still struggling to recover.

“A lot of those counties are concerned
about revenue. It helps create jobs,”
Huntingford said. “It’s really important
for them, whether it’s old growth or not.
What’s going to happen to them?”

Sutherland will present his plan on
Feb. 3 to the Natural Resources Board,
which guides decisions about state trust
lands. Sutherland is also a voting member
of the six-person board.

Huntingford said he and other board
members will consider the old-growth
proposal in the context of their larger dis-
cussion about setting a 10-year harvest
level for all Western Washington state
trust land. They’re considering a range of
options, from passive management to
aggressive logging. They hope to make a
final decision in June.

Samuel Clemens, aka Mark Twain, was born in 1835 on a day when

Haley’s Comet came into view. He died in 1910, on a day Haley’s Comet came into view again.
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FREE SUBSCRIPTIONS AVAILABLE!

Check the day’s headlines, news stories,
classifieds, comics, horoscopes and ads
all before you leave the house!

For more information, please call: 310.458.Press (7737)

or sign up on our Web site @ www.smdp.com
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NATIONAL

Washington’s olive branch
to U.N. a ‘comeuppance’
in the eyes of Bush’s critics

BY PAULINE JELINEK

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — The Bush admin-
istration has alternately fought with,
derided and sidelined the United Nations
for more than a year as it pursued the war
in Iraq, then reserved postwar authority
mostly for itself.

But now American officials are asking
the United Nations for assistance in get-
ting out of a dangerous political stalemate
in the still embattled country.

The plea for help may be a sign “of
genuine concern on the part of the United
States that things aren’t going well,” said
Christopher Preble, a foreign affairs ana-
lyst at the libertarian CATO Institute in
Washington. “Before ... I think that U.N.
involvement was seen by ... the Bush
administration as being more trouble that
it was worth.”

Others are more blunt. “It’s a comeup-
pance,” said Joseph Montville, a U.S.
diplomat to Baghdad in the 1960s who now
heads a diplomacy program at the Center
for Strategic and International Studies.

The United States has asked the United
Nations to settle a U.S.-Iraqi dispute over
how to select leaders to rule the country
after U.S. occupation authorities hand
over sovereignty on June 30. Some
100,000 troops will still remain after that.

The United States signed a November
agreement with its hand-picked interim
Iraqi governing council that says regional
caucuses will select a provisional legisla-
ture, which in turn would chose the new
government to take power July 1 and for-
mally end occupation. But top Iraqi cler-
ic, Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Husseini al-
Sistani, has demanded direct elections
that U.S. officials say would be impossi-
ble to organize in time.

Al-Sistani, leader of the country’s
majority Shiite Muslims, has said he
won’t budge on the demand unless the
United Nations comes and confirms that
is so — or, in other words lends legitima-
cy to the U.S. claim.

The United States had allowed the
United Nations to carry out only a mostly
humanitarian role until October. At that
point, American officials agreed that once
power was transferred to Iraqis, the inter-
national organization could play a key
role in helping organize elections.

U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan
had been pressing for months for clarifi-
cation of exactly what the role would be.
He set a Jan. 19 meeting on the subject.

But then the al-Sistani problem came
to a head and the meeting turned into
something else. The top U.S. official in
Iraq, L. Paul Bremer, attended to ask
Annan to help as soon as possible with the

impasse threatening the transition in Iraq.

Annan is expected to announce soon
that he will agree to send a delegation to
Iraq to look into the question of whether it
is possible to hold direct elections.

Not everyone agrees with the Bush
administration decision to call the United
Nations into Iraq now — or agrees that the
world body is that good at what it does.

Officials are asking the
United Nations for assistance
in getting out of a dangerous
political stalemate in the still

embattled country.

“I view it with some concern because
the U.N.’s role in this issue has been not
at all constructive up until now,” said
Joshua Muravchik, a scholar in foreign
and defense studies at the conservative
American Enterprise Institute.

He is among those still critical of the
U.N. Security Council’s failure to vote for
the war last year and of Annan’s criticism
of U.S. unilateralism since then.

Critics also fume that the United
Nations pulled humanitarian workers out
of Baghdad after a deadly bombing at its
headquarters last year, signaling weak-
ness to the insurgents.

Vice President Dick Cheney said on
National Public Radio on Thursday that
he didn’t have “a fundamental objection
to the U.N. per se” but thought its role
must “be focused” on elections, transition
and establishing constitutional processes.

The main U.S. fear in the current polit-
ical dispute is that an election likely
would be won by Shiite Muslims, long
persecuted by Saddam Hussein’s regime.
That could lead to a civil war if it is met
by revolt among Iraqi Sunni Muslims,
who brutally suppressed the Shiites under
Saddam, and among Kurds, who have
enjoyed near autonomy under protection
of U.S. and British warplanes that
enforced a no-fly zone over Iraq.

Another nightmare scenario, analysts
say, is that the Shiite majority might insist
on Islamic law, doing away with freedoms
Iragis had during Saddam’s brutal, but
secular, rule.

The United Nations has experience in
working with transitional governments,
setting up elections, and other areas that
fit the bill in Iraq.

“The administration is implicitly
admitting it made a mistake in not getting
the U.N. involved politically in Iraq earli-
er on,” said James Lindsay a foreign poli-
cy and defense expert at the Council on
Foreign Relations.
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 WORLD BRIEFLY

Official to jump-start trade treaty

By The Associated Press

DAVOS, Switzerland — Government ministers are
using the World Economic Forum to try to revive negotia-
tions over a global trade treaty that collapsed largely
because of differences over cutting subsidies for agriculture.

Swiss President Joseph Deiss, who also serves as
Switzerland’s Economics Minister, invited around 25
ministers to meet Friday to discuss the issues that led to
the collapse of the World Trade Organization’s ministe-
rial meeting in Cancun, Mexico, in September.

The meeting was being held on the sidelines of this
year’s economic forum in the Swiss resort of Davos, where
the agenda also included the war on terrorism, the U.S.
economy and how to boost democracy around the world.

“The purpose of the meeting is to take stock of the
process and to look for ways to move this process for-
ward in 2004,” said Deiss’ spokesman, Manuel Sager.

The WTO’s round of trade liberalization negotiations
is supposed to lead to a binding treaty by the end of the
year, but talks have bogged down for months and that
deadline is slipping away.

U.S. busts father and son insurgents

By The Associated Press

BAGHDAD, Iraq — U.S. forces have arrested a
father and son suspected of carrying out an attack on a
forward base that killed two American soldiers, a mili-
tary spokeswoman said Friday.

The soldiers were among nine people, including four
Christian women headed to jobs at a U.S. military base,
killed in a spate of attacks on Wednesday and Thursday.
South of the capital, the security chief of Spanish troops
in Iraq was shot in the head during a raid.

The two suspects were detained Thursday without
incident at their home in Hadid, a village close to
Baqouba, 35 miles northeast of Baghdad, said Maj.
Josslyn Aberle, spokeswoman for the 4th Infantry

Division. No other details were available.

The U.S. base, near Baqouba, was hit by a barrage of
rockets and mortars on Wednesday night, killing the two
soldiers and wounding another. The deaths raised to 505
the number of U.S. service members who have died
since the U.S.-led coalition launched the Iraq war on
March 20.

Bagqouba is about 80 miles southeast of Tikrit. The
two cities are part of the so-called Sunni Triangle, where
most of the insurgent attacks against U.S.-led coalition
troops have taken place since the invasion.

Dig this: Revolutionary artifacts found

By The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — In just a few hours of digging
at Valley Forge National Historical Park, prosecutors
said Alfred Lucien unearthed the kind of finds amateur
treasure hunters dream of.

A musket ball. A locket. A pewter button. Studs,
buckles and fasteners that may once have adorned the
uniforms of soldiers at the turning point of the
Revolutionary War.

It was the sort of haul park rangers dread to hear
about as they try to protect the dwindling number of rare
artifacts buried at national parks.

In 2002, the National Park Service recorded nearly
11,000 violations of the Archaeological Resources
Protection Act, which prohibits people from destroying
or removing rare or valuable objects found on federal
land, according to Park Service spokesman Al Nash.

Painkillers won’t kill the pain forever

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Over-the-counter painkillers
work well for most people, but ignoring the directions
and misusing them can result in severe, even lethal, side
effects, says a new government campaign aimed at edu-
cating patients.

The biggest concern: Taking too much of the popular
drug acetaminophen can poison the liver.

Some 100 million people a year take acetaminophen,
and serious liver damage is rare, manufacturers insist.
But more than 56,000 emergency room Vvisits a year are
due to acetaminophen overdoses, and about 100 people
a year die after unintentionally taking too much, accord-
ing to Food and Drug Administration estimates.

Some consumers swallow extra pills in hopes of faster
relief. Others unknowingly ingest too much by taking
more than one acetaminophen-containing remedy.

Best known by the Tylenol brand, acetaminophen is
present in more than 600 products that treat pain, coughs,
cold and flu. Most are nonprescription, but there are
some prescription ones, such as Vicodin. Often the ingre-
dient is listed only in the label’s fine print or, for pre-
scription drugs, with the confusing abbreviation APAP.

Food supply ranking system considered

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Worried about the inadvertent
spread of new bioengineered plants that produce drugs
and chemicals, the Agriculture Department is studying
whether to adopt a risk-based system to protect the envi-
ronment and food supply.

Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman said her agency
is doing environmental studies as a first step toward
revamping controls over biotech products. Federal reg-
ulators must try to anticipate and keep pace with the rap-
idly evolving science behind biotech crops, she said.

“Our regulatory system must be both rigorous and
flexible and based on sound science principles and mit-
igation of risks,” Veneman said Thursday.

The agency aims to protect conventional plants and
to ease requirements for monitoring long-term environ-
mental effects of genetically engineered plants. The
department issued a statement saying it also may use the
process for allowing products onto the market “to pro-
vide flexibility for long-term monitoring.”

The changes could affect millions of acres of future
crops of genetically engineered corn, cotton, soybeans
and canola. Experts expect the changes will make it more
difficult for companies to get approval for plants that
pose a high risk to the environment and human health.

EXTRAII EXTRAI

« 17th Street and Montana Avenue

* 14th Street and Montana Avenue

« 7th Street and Montana Avenue
* 3rd Street and Wilshire Boulevard

* Ocean Avenue and Wilshire Boulevard

* 14th and Santa Monica Boulevard

* Colorado Boulevard and 3rd Street
« Santa Monica Courthouse

* Arizona Avenue and Second Street

* Arizona Avenue and Fifth Street

« Three newsstands at the intersection
of Arizona Avenue and Fourth Street

* Broadway and Lincoln Boulevard

* Montana Avenue, between 14th-15th Streets

 Wilshire Boulevard and Lincoln Boulevard

Santa Monica Daily Press now at
newsstands around the city!

Readers and customers can now find the Daily Press in
permanent newsstands at these locations:

* Broadway and 10th Street

« Colorado Avenue and Second Street

« Santa Monica Boulevard and Lincoln Boulevard
« Lincoln Boulevard and Broadway Avenue

« Lincoln Boulevard and Pico Boulevard

« Lincoln Boulevard and Strand

* Wilshire Boulevard, between 22nd-23rd Streets

« Two newsstands at the intersection of
Lincoln Boulevard and Raymond

« Main Street and Kinney

« Main Street and Strand

* Main Street and Ocean Park

* Main Street and Ashland

« Montana Avenue and Lincoln Boulevard
« Montana Avenue and Euclid Street

* Montana Avenue and 16th Street

Watch for future newsstands at
a location near you!
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PBig Dean’s Cafe #i
_ | LOSE IT.
AT SanTta Monica BEacH JAPANESE RESTAURANT In minutes, with no appointment

Where the “locals” meet and the “fun loving” tourists always retum!

SUN ¢ FUN » GREAT FOOD

BEER  WINE « MUSIC

SPORTS TV « 2 OUTDOOR PATIOS
SMOKING ALLOWED
REASONABLE PRICES! CHILDREN WELCOME!

1615 Ocean Front, Santa Monica (310) 393-2666

At Santa Monica Beach in front of the historic merry-go round, just
below & southeast of the pier. This location has been here since 1902

$15 Special

FREE California Roll & FREE Miso Soup

with $15 purchase or more

Buy 1 get second item free
Exp. Jan. 31, 2004

2645 LINCOLN BLVD.IN SANTA MONICA
(AT OCEAN PARK INSIDE THOMAS’ COFFEE SHOP)

(310) 452-2265

+ Tax & Environmental

| S2122

YOUR NEXT JIFFY LUBE

Signature Service Oil Change.

+ a FREE VIP Card

($30 value. See store for details.)

Bring in this coupon to the Santa Monica Jiffy Lube and pay $21.99 plus tax

and environmen-
tal fee, most Care, up 0 quarts, for 2 complete Signature Service Oil Ghange. Not vad with
ts or offers of synthetic oil. OFFER EXPIRES 2/29/04.

\dependently owned and operated. SM-DP 8

2344 Pico Blvd. in Santa Monica (at Cloverfield)

(310) 392-1994
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CLASSIFIEDS

S3° per day.Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos Rent
Houses for Rent

Roomates

Commerical Lease

Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage

Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities

Yard Sales

Health and Beauty

Fitness

Wealth and Success

Lost and Found
Personals
Obituaries

Employment Vehlcles for sale Vehlcles for sale Vehlcles for sale Vehlcles for sale Vehlcles for sale

$3 5K per week income poten-
tial work from home, NOT MLM.
(800)570-3782 Ext. 4020.

AUTO DETAILER wanted. No
experience required will train.
California drivers license/clean
DMV required. Apply with DMV
printout P/T.F/T $7/hr 310-459-
6800, Greg

BEAUTY STYLIST'S for new
Fantastic Sams Salon in Santa
Monica. Guarantee 9/hr and up.
(310)890-1222

COMPANION  SOUGHT to
keep generous gentleman hap-
py. Photo and details to
hupenzwecklos@hotmail.com

DOCTORS OFFICE Clerical
Position F/T Must multi-task
well. Salary flexible depending
on experience. Fax resume to
310-852-1223

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit fe-
male model wanted for figure
drawing by artist. No experi-
ence necessary. Call (818)501-
266

GOOD OPPORTUNITY for F/T
or P/T employment. R.N. &
M.S.W/Master in Social Work
needed for Adult Day Health
center in M.D.R 310-821-3599
Fax 310-821-3387

GREAT OPPORTUNITY in Re-
tail Awaits You! Assistant Man-
ager and P/T Position Needed.
Must have experience! Apply at
ONE 332-C Santa Monica Blvd.
between 3rd & 4th Streets
310-576-6980

Ask for Bobby

mMsGl

Help make the world a better place
and earn extra cash as a Tele
Fundraiser. Raise money for the
D i i Ci i

PBS Radio and TV Stations,
Symphonies, Operas and Theatres.
Work for MSGI!!

Now is your chance to join a dynam-
ic fund raising organization that
offers employees flexible schedules,
paid training, and an hourly salary
plus bonuses. Start to make a dif-
ference today by calling Danni at
310-760-0770 ext. 400 or email us at
submissions@sdatel.com.

MEDICAL FRONT OFFICE in
Santa Monica. F/T, Computer
skills, busy phones. Fax resume
310-395-2063

TANNING SALON seeks p/t
sales associate.

Send resume to
Arthur.Lewis@planetbeach.com
310-442-8261

THE DAILY Press is seeking
Advertising Interns for the
spring semester. This is a fan-
tastic opportunity to jump into
advertising. Flexible hours, col-
lege credit available. Email re-
sume to ross@smdp.com.

&>

OF SANTA MONICA

’02 Ford Escape XLT
V6, Automatic A/C P/window
P/lock, tilt, CD, white leather

(ID#2KB22246) $17,895

’95 Ford Escort
LX Wagon, Auto, A/C, P/S,
P/B, roof rack, great
transportation car!
(ID#SW213592) $3,985

’02 Ford Explorer Sport
V6, automatic, alloys,
R/W/P/L, tilt, CD, roof rack
(ID#2UB54578) $14,989

’02 Ford F15C AL

CREVERE /8,0,

s Cl ) LJADED!
(ID#2r A24622) $19,995

’02 Chev Tahoe L/S
Dual A/C, CD, Dual P/seats,
third seat, alloys, much more!
(ID#193678) $23,985

’98 Honda CR-V
Sport utility, 4x4,
4-door, auto, A/C, CD,
alloys, P/S, P/B, PIW
(ID#WC107541) $11,895

’98 Ford Windstar
V6, A/C, P/IW, PIL,
ABS, low miles
(ID#WBA93645) $7,995

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

THE DAILY PRESS IS
SEEKING NEWSROOM
INTERNS FOR THE SPRING
SEMESTER. FLEXIBLE
HOURS AND A GREAT
WORKING ENVIRONMENT.
GAIN EXPERIENCE IN
JOURNALISM WORKING
FORTHE ONLY DAILY
LOCAL NEWSPAPER IN
SANTA MONICA. IF
INTERESTED, E-MAIL
RESUME TO
HEATHER@SMDP.COM

Emblovme

WORK P/T No experience
needed, evenings, $8/hr, flexi-
ble schedule. Call (888)263-
9886 .

“Recently I placed an advertisement for employment for
my restaurant located on the Promenade. The response I
received was tremendous. This was my first experience
with Santa Monica Daily Press. Mitch Troy made my
experience easy and pleasurable and I will not hesitate to
call Mitch for any future advertisement needs. Thank you
Daily Press for all your help.

— Jim Rickwalt, Johnnie’s Italian Restaurant

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

’01 DODGE
DURANGO R/T
VIN 544097 Loaded, Leather
only 31K, 1owner $19,995

’94 JAGUAR XJ6
VIN 687617 Pristine cond.
6 disc changer wire wheels

$10,000

’95 MERCEDES
BENZ S-320
VIN 280961 six disc changer
Black beauty $17,000

’97 BMW 328i
convertible VIN T98113 Super
clean low miles $18,500

’98 DODGE GRAND
CARAVAN LE
VIN 530531 $9000

’03 DODGE VIPER
VIN 500992 Rare red car w/
black top 43 mls $85,000

’03 HONDA CIVIC LX
1400 miles VIN 603898
$14,000

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712

YOUR
AD

HERE

ADVERTISE!!

Santa Monica
Daily Press
Classifieds

310.458.7737
Ask for Mitch

\__/"_..f"
INFINITYT

of Santa Monica

7’03 Infiniti G35+
4,600 Miles! Must See! Save
Money, Fully Loaded (M22465)

#'95 BMW 525i #
Low Mileage, Mint Condition
(GK84022)

7’03 Infiniti G35 Sedan#
DVD Navi, Prem whis, Loaded
(v006982)

700 Infiniti Q45+
ANNIVERSARY EDITION!
Hard to find (301468)

#’02 Audi A8L#
FULLY LOADED! Premium Whis.
Bose Premium Sound (001079)

#’02 Honda S2000+

4-Cyl. 2.0L VTEC, Leather,
6-Speed, Manuel (8767P)

#’02 Lexus 1S300#

Sport Cross, LOADED! Prem
Wheels, Leather (043651)

%00 Volvo V70 XC AWD #

SE Wagon
2.4L Turbo, Moon, alloys
VALUE PRICED! (v707506)

310-394-1888

infinitiofsantamonica.com

1401 Santa Monica Blvd.

LOGK |

LEXUS/VOLKSWAGEN
OF SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

O ®

As Low as 1.9%
Financing on
Selected Models on
Approved Credit.
Limited Term.

2002 LEXUS 1S 300
SPORT CROSS

4D, Hatchback, Moon, Rear
Spoiler, Lthr (042025)

2002 TOYQTA PRIUS

4D, Sedan, A/C, Rear Spoiler
Automatic (049552)

2001 LEXUS 1S 300

4D Sedan, 5-Speed, Leather
Moon Roof (030352)

2001 YW GOLF GL

2D Hatchback, Automatic
Air Conditioning (062171)

2003 VW JETTA GLS

EPTOYOTA

SANTA MUNICA

NewDeals 4
NewYears!

’02 FORD FOCUS
4-door, ZTS
(2W176696) $6,995

’03 ECLIPSE GTS
LOADED, BIk, 8K miles
(3E083774) $18,995

’00 LANDCRUISER
Black, LOADED
(40111676) $33,995

’01 HYUNDAI ACCENT
AUTO, A/C, $6,995

’00 TOYOTA CELICA
Moonroof, Alloys
(Y00059710) $13,995

°02 MAZDA 626
(25277385) $11,775

00 AUDITT
Silver, turbo
(Y1013178) $16,995

AD EXPIRES 1/31/04
All advertised prices exclude gov-
ernment fees and taxes, any
finance charges, any dealer doc-
ument preparation charges, and
any emission testing charge.

4D Sedan, Turbo, A/C
Moon Roof (043708)

1100 Santa Monica Bivd

(310) 319-1661

LAcarGUYcom

HURRY TO:
832 Santa Monica Blvd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUYcom

 ForRem |

ENJOY LIFE ON THE 3RD STREET PROMENADE

GREAT LIVE/WORK SPACE

Walk to the Beach # Pedestrian Lifestyle ¢ Beautiful Studio Apts. from $1,100 per month

310-394-9833

*One year lease minimum term. Utilities, Stove, & Refrigerator included.

MeTROFCTAN Padl FHC
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TUTORING, ASSISTIVE Tech-
nology disability rights advo-
cate. Except Algebra/Geometry,
Children,

w/disability.
(310)470-6357.

adults and seniors

Call Karen

CAREGIVER FEMALE Speaks
english & spanish. Experience
w/alzheimers patients looking
for live-in position.
323-481-4550

For Rent

3RD STREET PROMENADE
Apts. Ocean views, remodeled
units 1+1, $1500-$2000, 2+2
$2100-$2500. 1453 3rd Street.
MOVE IN SPECIALS!
(310)862-1000.

(asa Loma Apartment
101 Dudley Ave. Venice
NOW LEASING!
Steps to the beach
Singles and Studios
$695.00 to $1095.00
MOVE IN SPECIAL
FIRST MONTH FREE!
(Requires S.D. & 1 yr. lease)
1-888-399-1166

NEW STUDIO Apartments
available. $1075-$1345.  Six
blocks to beach. Promenade
area! (310)656-0311

SANTA MONICA 1 bedroom
condo,endunit, quiet 6Plex,
prime location. 1 block North of
Montana, gourmet kitchen,
ltalian tile, patio & French
doors, hardwood floors,garage
+storage, 1 year lease,
$1900/mo. Call for appointment.
(323)222-8929.

SANTA MONICA $1375/mo
2bd, 1 ba lower, 19th St. near
S.M. Blvd. Quiet 6 unit building,
large, private patio, ample
closets, appliances, gas range,
dishwasher, refrig. available,
will consider indoor cat. Info
310-828-4481 9am-7pm

SANTA MONICA $1250/mo. 2
bedroom/ 1 bath. Appliances,
no pets, parking, 1935 Clover-
field Blvd. #18 Santa Monica,
Ca. 90404 Manager in #19.

SANTA MONICA ADJ.
Townhouse, $2000/mo 2bd,
2 1/2ba,vaulted ceilings,
washer/dryer, parking
310-391-8580

SANTA MONICA shared apt.,
dog ok, pvt rm, /s, crpt, laun-
dry,near SMC, util. incld, $500
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1850/mo. 2
bedroom, 2 bath, prime loca-
tion, parking available, hard-
wood floors.(310)451-2178.

SANTA MONICA Duplex, dog
ok, r/s, dwasher, hrdwd firs,
yard, flex lease, $1650
www.westsiderentals.com

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525
SALES - RENTALS

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA

638 Grant 3825
Upper single,
hardwood floors, fridge &
stove, laundry room

1247 Lincoin $850

Lower single, stove & fridge,
1/2 block to Wilshire Blvd.

1025 19th st. $1095
Upper 1 bed, north of
Wilshire, garage, fresh paint

1236 Eudid $1495
Lower 2 bed, 2 bath,
new carpet, fireplace,
balcony, laundry rm.

1224 12th st. $1595
Upper 2 bed, 1.5 bath,
bright front unit, balcony

1230 Berkeley $1595
Rear upper 2 bed, 2 bath,
huge deck with views

1214 Gilifornia $1595
Bright, upper 2 bed 2 baths,
fireplace, dishwasher

BRENTWOOD
WEST LA

11615 Darlington,
Brentwood, $1195
Upper 1 bed, new carpet &
stove, recent upgrades,
walk to San Vicente

FOR MORE LISTINGS G0 TO

WWW.ROQUE-MARK COM

SANTA MONICA shared apt,
dog ok, pvt rm, pvt bath, patio,
parking, util. incld,$550
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Triplex, lower,
pet ok, r/s, hrdwd fls, remod,
quiet, util. incld, $1175
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, dishwasher,
patio, crpt, fireplace, laundry,
bright, prkng, $1290
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, dog ok, t/s,
micro, patio, Ig closets, pool,
laundry, prkng, $750
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, lower, r/s,
micro, crpt, blinds, laundry
kitchen, near beach, $925
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Guest House,
t/s, pvt entry, blinds, remodeled,
near SMC, $875
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, r/s, laundry,
new building, new drapes, near
SMC, garage, $1300
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA lower, r/s,
micro, pet ok, gated, laundry
utils. incld, $695
www.westsiderentals.com

SM 2+2 1/2 2 car garge, direct
acces to unitlaundry room.
Near Wilshire $2600/mo.
(310)439-2073.

WLA $1390/MO. 2 Bedrooms, 1
bath, hardwood floors, large
Kitchen (310)391-8880.

Houses For Rent

2 BEDROOM, 1 1/2 Bath, North
of Montana. Garage & vyard
$3,500/mo. 310-382-6415

2BR 1BA House, hookups for
laundry, new paint & blinds, car-
pet. $1500/mo NO PETS
310-532-3876

S.M. 3+3+DEN, 2 car garage,
hardwood & carpets, full kitchen
water filter. Near St. Johns
Hospital. ~ Utilities  included
$2800/mo 310-449-1015

TOPANGA LOCATION, Loca-
tion. Trees, view, charm, priva-
cy 2bdrm, 1bath, 2 balconies,
immaculate, washer/dryer. NO
PETS, NO SMOKERS.$2200/M
310-455-1084

WLA $3,000/MO 3 BEDROOM
2 BATH,LARGE DEN & YARD
CLEAN,QUIET &
CONVENIENT 310-455-2415

Commercial Lease

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES

* CHARMING MEDITERRANEAN STYLE
* NEAR PROMENADE - WINDOWS OPEN
* GARDEN COURTYARD BUILDING

* TELEPHONE SYSTEM INCLUDED

* NEW PAINT AND CARPET

* FURNISHED AVAILABLE

* SHORT OR LONG TERM

* PARKING INCLUDED

*2TO 4 ROOMS

* AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

310.395.4620

$1450.00 AND UP

1617 BROADWAY
Individual Offices

New building.

All services included.
Reception telephone answering.
High speed T-1 Internet.
Full use of conference rooms,
copier, printer, faxes...etc

SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days

per/wk  $500/mo.  Jasmine
(310)392-9596.
WILSHIRE BLVD. in Santa

Monica from 500 sq/ft & up. Re-
tail  $2.75/per sqft. Office

$1.85/per sqft. Surrounded by
new buildings such as St
Johns, UCLA & Santa Monica
Hospital. Call (310)289-0499.

Real Estate

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership
Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer
Call Today
310-745-4847

Buy or Sell Tomorrow

MORTGAGE NOTE. CALL
ITODAY TO FIND OUT HOW,
YOU CAN CONVERT YOUR
MONTHLY PAYMENTS INTO|
A LARGE LUMP SUM OF
ICASH.

818-878-3006

Real Estate Wanted

MOTIVATED BUYER: | buy

houses any area, any price,
condition .

CaII (310)422-4933 .

Massage

$10 OFF/AD THERAPY &
RELAX 1227 LINCOLN BLVD
#201 SANTA MONICA
(323)630-9506

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

Parking. Flexible lease terms.

310-526-0310

DEEP TISSUE THERAPY
$40/FLAT PROFESSIONAL
AND NURTURING. | WILL
ALSO TRADE MASSAGE
PAUL (310)741-1901.

DENTAL OFFICE to share.
Seeking aggressive dentist to
start solo practice. Share quality
Santa Monica location in a
prestigious professional medical
building. Available mornings un-
til 1pm, all day Fridays and Sat-
urdays. Call 310-315-3676.

MDR SHARE space. New suite,
3 space in small Law Firm. Law
Library, Conference Room, Re-
ceptionist, Copier, DSL, Parking
Available, 90 Freeway close.
Starting at $800. (310)553-
0756.

MDR SHARE space. New suite,
3 space in small Law Firm. Law
Library, Conference Room, Re-
ceptionist, Copier, DSL, Parking
Available, 90 Freeway close.
Starting at $800. (310)553-
0756.

OFFICE SPACE. 235-340 Sq
Ft. Reasonable. 19th &
Colorado Santa Monica
310-453-4427

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong
and tender relaxing bodywork
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian
Staff (310)899-3709.

SENSUAL MASSAGE $100
Special Sensual full body
massage. Young, fit, positive
attitude, fun & playful! Outcall
only very discreet & classy.
Mara 310-797-2153

WESTSIDE BOMBSHELL
Sparkling green eyes, 52°, fit
and toned. Naturally busty,
soothing sensual touch, full
body massage. Crystal 310-
339-6709 In/Out *Special Rate
for Outcalls*

Announcements

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP
meeting. Last Wednesday of
the month; at Sunrise Assisted
Living, Pacific Palisades call
(310)573-9545/Linda.

Classified Advertising Conditions :REGULAR RATE: $2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad
must run a minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, cen-
tered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue
credit after an ad has run more than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper
when the deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit
cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday,
(310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica,
CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For information about
the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310)458-7737.

ABSOLUTE GOLDMINE!
Vending machines with excel»
lent locations all for $10,995.
(800)234-6982.

INVESTOR WANTED to open
large, upscale dollar store in
Santa Monica.$70k Big Profits
213-280-6789

LOCAL VENDING route 60 ma-
chines. Locations included, all
for $10.995. (800)509-7909.

Have Fun Getting
FIT By the BEACH

Feel Better....Lose Weight... Improve your Health!

Inquire About Our Way to
Wellness Program! Exercise,
Eating & Stress Management ...
All'In One Great Program!

Located at the Loews
Santa Monica Beach Hotel

310-842-5657

www.globalfitnesssolutionsonline.com

" Ocean Oasie
A Medical Day Spa fon Women

Facials * Yoga * Pilates » Therapeutic Massage
Pregnancy & Post-pregnancy services
BRING IN A FRIEND FOR YOGA AND SHE'S FREE!

(310) 458-8190

Dr. Lisa Masterson, M.D.
1533 Ocean ruvenue in Santa Monica

TAl CHI/I-CHIUNG classes in
Santa Monica call for info.
(626)429-6360.

FINANCIAL SECURE 70 seek-
ing 50 plus, petite, secure lady
for companion, travel, hiking,
homelife. (310)452-3131.

MOTHER SEARCHING FOR
DOUG HESSMAN, CANNOT
TALK. BELIEVED TO BE IN
STREET, WANTED HOME.
$1,000 REWARD GETTING
HIM HOME TO MOTHER.
(310)453-4506.

MADAME LAURA

Meditation Healings
Answers All Life Questions
Palm Readings
Spiritual Cleansing
All Readings Private &
Confidenfial

Established & Licensed
for 40 years

Morning Hours: 310-370-7659
Afternoon Hours: 310-374-9157
Located in Redondo Beach

Talk to a Model 24hrs.
310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222

$15/15 min.
CC/Check OK
www.USLove.com

[ Amouncements
READ THROUGH THE BIBLE

Three chapters a week starting with the book of Roman

Where: Velocity Cafe 2127 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica
(between Ocean Park & Pico)

Time: 7:00 p.m to 9:00 p.m.

Sponsored By: westside Calvary Chapel

FOR INFORMATION: 310-712-3411
WWW.WESTSIDECALVARYCHAPEL.ORG

L85>

LEASING CENTER

SANTA MONICA

LEASING CONSULTATION

(310) 899-9580

CENTURY WEST PROPERTIES
EXCEPTIONAL WESTSIDE RENTALS

1437 SEVENTH STREET, SUITE 200

COMPLEMENTARY RENTAL LIST &

WALK-INS WELCOME 10AM — 6PM DAILY
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CLASSIFIEDS

PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS IN THE SANTA MONICA

Z SERVICE DIRECTORY

| Services |  Services |  Services |  Services |  Services I  Services |

COPPER REPIPE SPECIALIS

LOW WATER PRESSURE? RUSTY
UNSAFE WATER? GETTING SCALDED?
We specialize in Copper Repipe of
private homes & apartments. Call us!

Senior Citizen Discount

FREE Estimates
1-877-379-9455

COMMERCIAL

Residential Remodel
HONEST & RELIABLE
FREE ESTIMATES

SRR

SOL'S PLUMBING ici
T rree T i EoEE e -;\Aﬁo::ublr:r;r\-;gns
E — 1 m Masterca isa
i weren wesren el 310.278.5380 = Faux Finishing

i )

' 1 u Proper Preparation
Rt m i Fax 310.271.4790 w Beautiful Finish Work
1 o _A_LviA:S_A_CL_E:N_QLiAET_ViQ_B!_ o ‘| Lic# 804884 Fully Insured m Satisfacti e d

AWARD
PAINTING

When Quality Counts!
mExcellent References
m Knowledgable, Professional

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.
Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing,
drywall, electrical. 30 years in
this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

KITCHEN & Bath Remodeling,
Room additions.Free estimate
Lic#615195 -(888)907-6444

DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

e Evening hours + emergency services
® Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers

© 20+ years of experience

e UCLA Graduate

e Most insurances accepted

e GCosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS
310-315-3676

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 + SANTA MONICA

Call Dave Ward for a
Free Estimate:
(310) 641-1235
“iery 30+ Years
_—_-I Experience

Insured Lic. 502762

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,
unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and
other home/office paper
management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZER!
Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone

and computer networks.

(310)450-6540.

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

DJ <

D.J. Service
Corporate & Private Events
Negotiable Rates

818.370.1659
9% IRONMAN
Heruhamin Serdce 4&.
333.Ra4d.9TAT
L3 e, [T & M

MARCO TELECOM: Phone
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of
your cleaning, own transporta-
tion. $40 (818)705-0297.

NBM CONSTRUCTION
Room Additions, Remodl,
Electric, Plumbing, Carpentry
(888) 420-5866

Lic#745354

R 24

HOUR

Steve’s
chiere
DISCOUNT
PLUMBING

DRAINS = HEAT
RESIDENTIAL =« COMMERCIAL

(310) 439-7771 au prices necormie
15% OFF WITH THIS AD

PAINTING TOP QUALITY A&A
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta
(310)560-9864.

NOTICETO
READERS:

California law requires that
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or
materials) be licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board. State law also requires
that contractors include their
license number on all
advertising. You can check the
status of your licensed
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed
contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state
in their advertisements that
they are not licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board.

ONE HOUR Alterations,
hemming, jeans, pants, skirts,
etc. Made by professional Call
Michael 310-980-2674

PAINTING

Highest Quality

Clean/On Time
Many Local References

310-475-6488

BRICK
REPAIR

GUTTER
CLEANING

Quick Responses. Call:

310-475-0864

PICTURE FRAMES custom
made by professional (310)980-
2674.

# MACINTOSH
Computer Consulting
by PC NICHOLS

Member of the Apple
Consultants Network.
Troubleshooting, installations
and reliable service in west
L.A. for over 15 years.

WALLPAPER REMOVAL &
INSTALLATION
wall texture/ painting Glenn’s
Wallpaper Service.
(310)686-8505.

‘When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured - Lic#658-486
PAINTING  CARPENTRY « ROOFING
CONCRETE * ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

Computer Services

COMPUTER HELP: Your office
or home. Typing, tutorial, Micro-
soft Word, Excel, Access, inter-
net navigation, software instal-
lation. Also, notary public serv-
ices. (310)207-3366

SALES CONSULTANT; Retail,
Wholesale & Manufacturing.
Training, strategy & business
development. Founder of Million
Dollar Businesses. John
310-739-3287

VERY PATIENT friendly & af-
fordable repairs, set-ups, train-
ing networks and more! Digital
Duchess. (310)395-6884.

Call Mitch at the -San\ta Monica Daily Press 310.458.7737 ext.111

WE ARE THE
%ch&'e%

The Dailv Press Hiring Guarantee:

Run an ad in the classified section of the Santa Monica Daily
Press for 4 weeks and we’ll guarantee that you’ll find the perfect

employee! Call for more details.

|G IN TOWN!




Page 20 0 Saturday, January 24, 2004 0 Santa Monica Daily Press

Ritl

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

By The Associated Press

B SANTA MONICA — Leonardo DiCaprio wants
activists to use the Internet to protect the environment.

The 29-year-old actor and conservationist appeared
Thursday at the Natural Resources Defense Council’s
regional headquarters in downtown Santa Monica for
the unveiling of an environmental museum with
Internet-ready computers.

DiCaprio hopes activists will use computers in his
new “Leonardo DiCaprio e-Activism Zone” to access
information about environmental issues and to send e-
mails to public and corporate officials.

“For the thousands of young people who will be vis-
iting the building each year, hopefully it will be the start
of a lifetime of environmental activism,” DiCaprio said
at the opening.

Also on hand were comedian Larry David and his
wife Laurie David, who dedicated a museum and gift
store known as the David Family Environmental Action
Center that houses the computers.

B STEAMBOAT SPRINGS, Colo. — Bethany
Hamilton, the world-ranked amateur surfing champion
who lost her left arm in a shark attack, is tackling anoth-
er kind of board.

The 13-year-old had always wanted to learn to snow-
board, said her mother, Cheri. So after the Oct. 31 acci-
dent off the Hawaiian island of Kauai, she told her
daughter, “As soon as you’re well, you’re going snow-
boarding, girl.”

Hamilton did just that for the first time this week at
Steamboat Ski Resort in northwest Colorado. Within a
few days, she went from sliding down the bunny hill to
carving smooth turns on intermediate slopes.

Some snowboarding motions are similar to surfing,
Hamilton said, but there are some big differences.

“The (surfing) ride is way shorter and you have to
paddle back out,” she told the Steamboat Pilot & Today.

With snowboarding, “it’s one long run and you take the
lift back up.”

Also, snowboarding takes less arm strength than surf-
ing because it doesn’t require paddling to catch a wave,
her mother said.

Hamilton, a Christian since she was 6 years old, said
she believes the attack has a purpose, though she may
not understand it now.

“For me, I just look up to God,” she said. “I should
be grateful for what I have.”

B LOS ANGELES — First it was a tie, then it was
a rematch. Now it’s a tie again.

“Mystic River” and “Seabiscuit” were chosen this
week to share the annual Scripter Award, which honors
the best film adapted from a book last year.

It was the first tie in the 16-year history of the award,
which is given by The Friends of the USC Libraries.

Last week, the organization announced it would have
a run-off vote between the two films, but that decision
resulted in yet another dead-heat.

“Support for both films was incredibly strong and, in
the end, the committee could not eliminate either of
these worthy contenders,” said Robert Towne, the
Academy Award-winning screenwriter of “Chinatown,”
who served as chair of the selection committee.

The award will be presented to “Mystic River”
screenwriter Brian Helgeland and author Dennis Lehane
and “Seabiscuit” screenwriter Gary Ross and author
Laura Hillenbrand at a Feb. 15 dinner.

A group of film and literary professionals selected
the Scripter nominees, which also included “Cold
Mountain,” “The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the
King” and “Master and Commander: The Far Side of
the World.”

B GUATEMALA CITY — Mayan poet Humberto
Akabal says he’s declined Guatemala’s top literature
award because it is named for Nobel Prize winner

DiCaprio takes Active role in Santa Monica, environment

Miguel Angel Asturias.

Akabal told the newspaper El Periodico that Asturias
was the author of a 1923 essay that “offends the indige-
nous peoples of Guatemala, of which I am part.”

He referred to a work, “The Social Problem of the
Indian,” that described indigenous cultures as decadent.

“I am not honored to receive this prize,” said Akabal,
whose works reflect the cultural vision of the Quiche
people.

He said that “racism and discrimination is something
that is still very latent in Guatemala and it has neither
been reflected upon nor openly discussed.”

Asturias, who died in 1974, won the 1967 Nobel
Prize for literature.

B LONDON — Singer-songwriter Ryan Adams
broke his wrist in a fall from the stage during a gig in
Liverpool, his publicist said Friday.

Adams, 29, plunged from the stage during a concert
at Liverpool’s Royal Court Theater on Thursday. Fans
said Adams struggled to continue the show before retir-
ing, clutching his arm.

A spokesman for the Royal Liverpool University
Hospital confirmed Adams had been treated for a frac-
ture to his arm.

The office of publicist Richard Wootton said Adams
was to be examined by a specialist in London on Friday.
The publicist said it was too early to say whether the rest
of the tour would be canceled.

The former singer with North Carolina alt-country
group Whiskeytown, Adams gained rave reviews for his
2002 album “Gold,” which spawned the Grammy-nom-
inated single “New York, New York.” He has since
gained a reputation for prolific recording and prodigious
rock ‘n’ roll partying.

He began a British tour Jan. 17 in support of his latest
album, “Rock’n’Roll,” and two recently released EPs.
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