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INTRODUCTORY MOMMY n’ ME

(310) 453-1928
1901 SANTA MONICA BLVD.

IN SANTA MONICA

$5.00 OFF
When you need a Lawyer call for our FREE How

To Hire A Lawyer handbook, our Family Law
Handbook or The Entrepreneurs Handbook

Call Today (310) 664-9969

PISARRA & GRIST
ATTORNEYS AT LAWLIFETIME

BRAKE SPECIAL!$69.95

SANTA MONICA AUTO CARE
1820 LINCOLN BLVD.
(Between Pico and Olympic)

310-314-1688Petes’Se habla Español

plus tax

Most cars

(Replace shoes or pads with Raybestos products)

Bump, set, spike!

Bree Clarke/Special to the Daily Press
A group of Santa Monica residents spend their recent afternoon in a pick-
up game of volleyball. Southern California’s warm January weather is still
attracting beach-goers to the sand.

BY ANDY FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

A class action lawsuit is pending in
Florida against the corporate owner of
Honda of Santa Monica, alleging similar
acts of fraud.

Charlotte, N.C.-based Sonic Automotive
Inc. — which owns the Santa Monica deal-
ership and nearly 200 others across the
country — is fighting charges of fraudu-
lently inflating contracts and tacking on
fees at two dealerships in Clearwater, Fla.

Similar charges have been levied at the
company locally by customers who have
come forward claiming they were
allegedly ripped off by Honda of Santa
Monica. A class action lawsuit was filed
against the dealership on behalf of sever-
al Honda of Santa Monica customers on
the same day it was raided by the Los
Angeles County District Attorney’s

Office last fall. The investigation is ongo-
ing, a district attorney spokeswoman said
last week.

The stories told by customers at dealer-
ships in Clearwater are nearly identical to
the claims made by customers in Santa
Monica, which accuse the company of
jacking up interest rates and tacking on
extras like theft protection plans for cars.

One customer at Clearwater Toyota
claims he was cheated out of $537 when the
dealer inflated the cost of his extended war-
ranty. Others claim the dealership jacked up
their interest rates even when they had good
credit, according to reports in the Wall
Street Journal and the Tampa Tribune.

That’s what happened to Encino resi-
dent Brett Fung, who has leased or bought
four vehicles from Honda of Santa
Monica in the past year. He said each deal

Vehicle fees may cause
pinch for Santa Monica
Governor’s proposal hits
cities with varying impacts
BY ANDY FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

Santa Monica may not be the worst off
when it comes to its budget crisis, but
increased vehicle fees won’t make life
any easier.

If the state chooses to close its budget
gap in part by using vehicle licensing fees,
Santa Monica’s deficit would grow from
$9.1 million to nearly $12.6 million, accord-

ing to the California League of Cities.
That figure represents about 6 percent

of the city’s $200 million general fund,
from which most city services — includ-
ing police and fire — are paid for.

“The dollar amount is significant for
us,” said Santa Monica Finance Director
Mike Dennis.

The Motor Vehicle License Fee is a tax
paid when vehicles are registered annually
with the state. Once collected, the money
is redistributed to cities based on popula-
tion and it provides about 16 percent of the

By The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Saying the law is not
intended to protect people from their own
excesses, a federal judge threw out a class-
action lawsuit Wednesday that blamed
McDonald’s food for obesity, diabetes and
other health problems in children.

U.S. District Judge Robert Sweet said
the plaintiffs failed to show that the fast-
food chain’s products “involve a danger
that is not within the common knowledge
of consumers.”

The lawsuit was filed against
McDonald’s last summer and sought

unspecified damages.
“If a person knows or should know that

eating copious orders of supersized
McDonald’s products is unhealthy and
may result in weight gain ... it is not the
place of the law to protect them from their
own excesses,” the judge said. “Nobody is
forced to eat at McDonald’s.”

Plaintiffs’ attorney Samuel Hirsch filed
other, similar lawsuits last year. In one, a
270-pound city maintenance worker
alleged that eating McDonald’s, Wendy’s,
Burger King and KFC had caused him
health problems. Those suits had been

dropped or put on hold while Sweet con-
sidered the lawsuit against McDonald’s.

The lawsuits became a lightning rod
for pundits and editorial writers who
jeered that they were the latest example of
a litigious society in which people abdi-
cate personal responsibility.

On Wall Street, McDonald’s stock up 7
cents at $15.41 on Wednesday afternoon.

Hirsch said the lawsuit will be amend-
ed and refiled within a month.

Hirsch had argued that the high fat,
sugar and cholesterol content of
McDonald’s food is a “toxic kind of

thing” when eaten regularly by children.
He said that consumers may generally

understand that fast-food burgers and fries
are not health food, but do not realize just
how bad such fare can be.

He cited the case of a 13-year-old New
York City boy who said he ate at
McDonald’s three or four times a week
and is now 5-foot-4 and 278 pounds.
Other affidavits filed by the parents of
obese children claim they never saw
posters or pamphlets inside McDonald’s
restaurants describing the nutritional con-
tent of the food.

Federal judge throws out lawsuit against McDonald’s

Proposed reductions from vehicle licensing fees
CITY CURRENT CUT FOLLOWING CUT % GENERAL FUNDS
Burbank $5.66M $1.91M $6.0M $4.0M 5%
Culver City $2.2M $741,078 $2.35M $1.58M 3%
Hawthorne $4.8M $1.6M $5.13M $3.5M 12%
Hermosa Beach $1M $352,781 $1.13M $759,427 5%
Manhattan Beach $1.9M $647.884 $2.1M $1.4M 4%
Pasadena $7.6M $2.6M $8.2M $5.5M 5%
Redondo Beach $3.57M $1.21M $3.9M $2.6M 6%
SANTA MONICA $4.76M $1.61M $5.17M $3.49M 2%
West Hollywood $2M $677,636 $2.16M $1.46M 5%

*Source: California League of Cities

CITY CURRENT YEAR CUT FOLLOWING YEAR CUT % GENERAL FUNDS

Parent of car dealership
accused of fraud in Fla.

See FRAUD, page 6

See BUDGET, page 7



ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★★ Your creativity keeps coming out with
others. You cannot change directions, but you
could adapt to a child or loved one’s needs.
Meetings and networking prove unusually suc-
cessful. Express your feelings in a meaningful,
detached manner. Tonight: The only answer to an
invitation is “yes.” 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★ If you can delegate or bring some work
home, all the better. You have way too much on
your plate, and, as a result, you could be exhausted.
Your family supports you in a key venture. A part-
ner’s efforts are particularly meaningful and add to
your security and comfort. Tonight: Off to the gym.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★★ Your happy ways certainly draw atten-
tion. You know how to communicate what you
need. Your playfulness delights others. It seems as
if you have been in the doldrums for way too long.
A change of pace suits your needs. Others happily
receive you into their inner circle. Tonight: Ask
yourself why you have been so aloof.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★ Your family anchors you. You decide on an
expenditure that could be quite special. Listen well
to someone who opens up to you. You might not
like what you hear, but clearly you need to be more
nurturing. A co-worker pitches in when you feel as
if you can do no more. Tonight: Happy at home.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★★ Say what you will, and others will nat-
urally applaud. My goodness! What a change you
experience as a result. Others make an effort
toward you that pleases and delights you. Know
when to put a halt to too much friskiness at the
office. Separate business and pleasure. Tonight:
out and about.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★ Deal with finances directly. You might be
getting incorrect facts, or some information could
be off. Your intuition helps you figure out where
there might be a gap in information. Consider
what you want and expect from a family member.
Prepare to ask for it. Tonight: Your treat.

HOROSCOPE

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have: 

★★★★★ -Dynamic  ★★★★ -Positive  ★★★ -Average  
★★ -So-so  ★ -Difficult

Happy Birthday Valentina Lumpkin!

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★ Realize more of what you want and
expect from those around you. You need to do
more asking. Review a matter that is close to
your heart. You might have been playing games
with a friend or a loved one. You cannot continue
in this way. Follow your instincts with a family
member. Tonight: Playtime!

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★ Slow down and take your time with oth-
ers. You might not realize just how much impact
you’re having on them. A must appearance
proves most important. Let someone else talk and
express what is going on. Your instincts take you
in a new direction. Tonight: Say little.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ Use a meeting to get the momentum
going that you need and want with a project.
Others prove highly responsive to your actions.
Reach out for information that might not be
accessible from those at a distance. A different
perspective provides a wonderful opportunity.
Tonight: Where your friends are.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★ You will want to express what is on your
mind. Review a situation that is close to you with
a fine-tooth comb. Financial options occur through
a partnership. You have to admit that someone is
very generous with you. Take the lead within your
immediate circle. Tonight: A must show.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★★ Reach out for those in your immediate
circle. Others immediately pitch in, ready to do
anything to clear your path. Accept offers from
others. You might be reading too much into
someone’s reaction. Listen to your inner voice.
Understand what you might be doing to yourself.
Tonight: Go to a movie. Relax.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★ Take your time when dealing with a quar-
relsome or touchy partner. You might even won-
der if this person could be intentionally misun-
derstanding you! Be easy on co-workers who
seem more than willing to chip in and help you
get through a job. Tonight: Togetherness works.
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“Sometimes too much to 
drink is barely enough.”

– Mark Twain (1835-1910)

QUOTE of the DAY

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 • SANTA MONICA

got teeth?
visit David Taft, D.D.S.

• 20+ years of experience
• Evening hours + emergency services
• Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers

• UCLA Graduate
• Most insurances accepted
• Cosmetic Dentistry

Dental Exam
+ Cleaning
+ X-Rays

$45
(reg. $129)
exp. 1/31/03

At Home
Bleaching

(Includes starter bleach)

$99
(reg. $250)
exp. 1/31/03

310-315-3676

The Best Locations
in Santa Monica.

The choice is yours.

CITRUS SUITES
S A N T A  M O N I C A

Citrus locations:
1915 Ocean Way, Santa Monica, California 90405 (Beach, across from Shutters)

425 Broadway, Santa Monica, California 90401 (Downtown, 3rd Street Promenade)
1455 Fourth Street, Santa Monica, California 90401 (Downtown, 3rd Street Promenade)

For availability call 1-800-410-0409
(30 day minimum stay)

www.CitrusSuites.com

ocean views                     steps to beach                     fully furnished                     kitchens

free in suite high speed internet                       in suite fax machine                        terraces
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free m
aid service                              m

icrowave                              housewares &
 linens                               in suite washer &

 dryer 

425 Broadway
(Near 3rd Street Promenade)

1915 Ocean Way
(At the Beach)

• in suite washer/dryer
• 24-hour staff
• rooftop pool, spa, & cabanas
• reserved parking
• maid service*
• hi-speed Internet*
• most dogs & cats welcome*
• state-of-the-art fitness center
• two voice lines plus fax line

• satellite TV*
• dry cleaning/laundry service*
• concierge
• porters
• continental breakfast
• executive board room
• sun terraces
• HDTV screening room

* breed restrictions apply / optional features



LOCAL
Santa Monica Daily Press ❑ Thursday, January 23, 2003 ❑ Page 3

Today’s 
Tides:

High- 12:19 a.m. 4.14’
Low- 5:42 a.m. 1.92’
High- 11:27 a.m. 4.89’
Low- 6:29 p.m. -0.03’

Information compiled by Jesse Haley

A good west swell is hitting beaches today. We saw a lit-
tle of the new northwester Tuesday, but not as much as we’ll
be getting as the swell peaks. Unfortunately, winds have been
a problem lately, strong onshores in the South Bay especial-
ly, so the more protected spots should have much cleaner
waves again today.

Early morning looks promising, a fun, clean dawn patrol
thanks to the well timed low tide.

As long as El Porto isn’t blown out, it will be sick, head
high on average.

Thursday gets the same treatment, although forecasts say
the swell will shift more to the west, which looks positive for
north county surf. Expect chest- to head-high surf.

Location Thursday Friday Water Quality
County Line 3-4’/Fair 3-4’/Fair A
Zuma 3-4’/Fair 3-4’/Fair A
Surfrider 1-3’/Fair 2-3’/Fair D
Topanga 2-3’/Fair 2-4’/Fair A
Breakwater 3-4’/Fair 3-4’/Fair A
El Porto 4-5’/Fair 4-5’/Fair A

The build-up in the Persian Gulf last
week instigated anti-war protests
throughout the world this past weekend.
Activists demanding that the United
States’ government stop its intent on
bombing Iraq stretched from as far away
as Hong Kong. Marches were held on the
nation’s capital, in front of the U.S.
embassy in Russia, England and several
cities across the country.

While you may agree or disagree with
whether or not we are justified in going
to war, it appears it’s more probable now

than ever. 
This week’s Q-line question wants to

know:
“If there is enough uprising in this

country and around the world, do you
think our administration will back
off?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your
response before Thursday at 5 p.m. We’ll
print them in Friday’s paper. Please limit
your comments to a minute or less; it
might help to think first about the word-
ing of your response.

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

“FRESH SEAFOOD FOR LESS”

Call us for your office party.

NOW OPEN FOR LUNCH

205 Broadway, Santa Monica, California 90401
(310) 395-5695     FAX (310) 396-9808

Fish & Chips
$4.95 w/coupon 12PM - 4PM

1/3  lb.  
Bacon  Burger

8 tax  included

includes:
Pickles  or  coleslaw,
french  fries  or  salad

and  drink

The Tastiest Hawaiian Sandwiches

119  Broadway,  Santa  Monica
310.394.0100

OOppeenn
DDaaiillyy  ffrroomm
1111  aa..mm..  ttoo
1100  pp..mm..

Today’s Special: Store Hours:

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
New pool designers awarded
By Daily Press staff

The architect who designed Santa
Monica’s swimming pool has been recog-
nized for its contribution to the community.

Killefer Flammang Architects, a Los
Angeles-based firm, was recently award-
ed the 2002 Community Enrichment
Award by the Southern California
Development Forum for designing a facil-
ity that “addresses community needs and
creates a festival ambiance in a facility
that ordinarily is only concerned with
functionality.”

Surrounded by palm trees and a glazed
brick tile wall, the $7-million center
includes a recreational pool and a 50-meter
Olympic sized fitness pool with a three-
meter high diving board. On an upper level
is a sun deck and a viewing platform.

The firm’s design principal Wade
Killefer and project designer Markku Kari
designed the 50,000-square-foot facility
so it would invite people in from Santa
Monica College’s sports stadium and
nearby neighborhoods. 

The old pool was in the center of the
SMC campus, which caused confusion
among some resident who wondered
whether it was open to them, Killefer said.

“When the 1994 earthquake collapsed
a parking structure within the western
perimeter of the campus, it became appar-
ent that the parking and pool should swap

places so that the new swim center could
be readily visible to the entire communi-
ty,” he said.

Designed to last 75 years, the building
is built of glazed concrete masonry to
withstand weather and graffiti. The mate-
rial is laid in a stacked bond to accentuate
a vertical rhythm along the 400-foot long
street facade, Killefer said. The architects
also utilized QUILITE panels, whose
impact resistance, the manufacturer says,
is over 200 times greater than glass and
also is graffiti resistant.

Julie Rusk, manager of the city’s
human services division, said the two
pools, which can accommodate 900 swim-
mers, contain almost 1 million gallons and
has a state-of-the-art sanitation system.

Law mandates that certain animals be allowed into businesses
By Daily Press staff

Santa Monica may be a dog-friendly city, but they aren’t allowed everywhere unless
they provide a vital service, city officials said.

The consumer affairs unit of the city attorney’s office wants local businesses to
know that dogs that are service animals are allowed to be in public places and local
businesses, according to federal law.

After the consumer affairs unit received numerous inquiries from local businesses,
as well as complaints from residents and visitors, officials launched an educational pro-
gram to inform people with disabilities of their rights. 

A letter outlining legal requirements of a business to allow service animals under the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) has been distributed throughout Santa Monica.
Many local businesses do not have current, reliable information about their legal rights
and responsibilities regarding service animals, city officials said. 

Service animals include seeing-eye dogs, also commonly referred to as guide dogs,
as well as signal dogs and other service animals. The ADA is a federal civil rights law
that prohibits discrimination against people with disabilities; it also requires that busi-
nesses, as well as governments and non-profit organizations, make accommodations to
allow people with disabilities to participate in everyday activities such as shopping and
accessing services. The ADA requires that all businesses that provide goods or servic-
es to the public allow people with disabilities to bring their service animals into all
areas of the facility where customers are normally allowed to go.  

If business owners or people with disabilities have more questions about the law,
they should call the U.S. Department of Justice’s toll-free ADA Information Line at 1-
800-541-0301 (voice) or 1-800-514-0383 (TDD), or visit the ADA Business
Connection at www.ada.gov.

Courtesy photo
An aerial view of the Santa Monica
swimming pool, which opened last year.
The architectural firm that designed the
facility was recently awarded for its con-
tribution to the community.
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LETTERS
SUV ads are counterproductive
Editor:

I agree with Ed Silverstein (“There will be no baby aboard my big, bad SUV”
1/22/03). The anti-SUV ads are counterproductive, but he shouldn’t buy an SUV just
to spite Arianna Huffington. She is correct in that there are alternatives that the car
companies don’t want us to consider.

Is he buying an SUV to live in Montana and use just when he’s there, or will he be
driving it solo (with those other seven seats empty, with nothing in tow) every other
day of the year on the rough roads of Santa Monica? His argument loses some steam
if the latter is the case.

Every SUV owner has a few instances each year when they actually need it, but for
the vast majority, an SUV is simply not an intelligent, personally responsible pur-
chase. Before everyone gets all defensive, just consider that a sport wagon or (gasp)
a minivan gets better mileage, will be cheaper in the long run, is actually safer and can
provide the same cargo space.

Let’s face it, we’re at war, and it’s about time every American did their small
part to make a difference, regardless of the fact that our president thinks we need
to do nothing.

Mr. Silverstein could buy a junker for towing (government loopholes allow SUVs
to be poorly built, so they’ll fall apart quickly under heavy use), rent an SUV for when
friends visit and drive a normal car for the other 95 percent of the time.

Remember, in the words of the conservative muse Sir Edmund Burke:
“Nobody ever made a greater mistake than he who did nothing because he could
do only a little.”

Craig Boreth
Santa Monica

Comments on the commentary
Editor:

First, George Balanis (letter to editor 1/23/03) can go live with Bauer — they’d
make good housemates. Put them both on an island. Pomposity, persnickety, snob-
bery, and “let’s leave me my Santa Monica and get rid of the poor, uneducated and
homeless...” Those two ought to start their own 501(c) 3 non-profit organization.
Then they can petition grantors for money to continue their insanity. And they would-
n’t have to pay real estate taxes on their hallowed, hate-filled home. Yeah, low-income
housing causes more traffic; so does Circuit City.

Thom’s (letter to editor 1/23/03) ideas are interesting and possible. Is anyone
home? Is anyone listening? Can’t be that the City Council is listening; after all, we
lowly members of the tax paying public only get two minutes to say anything at
THEIR meetings.

Now, “Mr. Incites” (1/23/03) — thanks for not having kids. Rent a truck to go to
Montana. Or have your “stuff” flown up there. We don’t need any more gas guzzlers
in this town. It’s a penis extension for both men and women. SUVs ( and PT CRUIS-
ERS) are smogged like full blown trucks. I haven’t taken my eyes off the real prob-
lem. George “W” is an idiot; 98 percent of the populous has their own “shtick” and
won’t bother with “causes” and campaigns against the war; campaigns to end home-
lessness; increase education, etc.

I received the newsletter today from the Center for Nonprofit Management. There
is a JOB OPENING as Director of the Ocean Park Community Center; it is the third
replacement director in as many years. The job pays $40-45,000 annually with “great
benefits.” Caveat — you must be able to handle your caseload within the city’s BUD-
GET. In other words, feed, house and care for those with no hope for about $1 a day.
Want the job? Me, neither!

Libi Warren
Santa Monica

Each morning as I trudge into work
sleepy-eyed and caffeine-deprived, the
first thing I do when I get to my desk is
log onto the Internet, mostly to see if the
rest of the world is still there. Whether or
not I did this so instinctively before 9/11
I’m not sure, but soon enough, encour-
aged the world is intact for another day, I
surf on to see if anyone mysteriously e-
mailed me in their sleep.

When I double click on the Internet
Explorer icon and MSN starts to load,
hyperlinks, logos, icons and pictures
swarm up from every corner of the navy
screen like so many piranhas. Soon, my
morning is filled with multi-colored sen-
tence fragments and pop-up windows
blinking with the promise of wisdom for
questions I hadn’t asked, and cures for
problems I didn’t know I had. 

Wading through the sea of virtual
uncertainty, my rolling mouse is setting
off hyperlinks like startled fish as I bypass
“10 signs you’re pregnant” and
“Surviving job burnout?” The arrow has

almost reached “Bush to Iraq: ‘Time is
running out’” when one hyperlink man-
ages to catch my eye: “Five ways to feel
better about yourself.”

I click down where the arrow has
evolved into a hand and I’m immediately
transported to a new hyperlink-packed
window offering tips on how to feel better
and live a peaceful, happier life.

All the evidence would support that
I’m not swimming alone out here. Each
day web browsers cram helpful tips on a
variety of subjects onto their home pages,
but aside from the breaking news variety,
one topic seems to rise to the fore again
and again: How to feel better, happier,
more fulfilled and in tune with our spirit.

Recently, I paid a visit to Barnes &
Noble on the Third Street Promenade in
search of a book or two to offer guid-
ance on a new computer program and a
book about honing my skills as a
screenwriter. My eyes scan the titles ...
“How to get started”… “How to sell” …
“How to get started and sell.” Finally,
my eyes are fixed on one title: “Zen and
the Art of Screenwriting.” I pick it up. I
need guidance, baby. If I need to know a
lot about writing, then I need to know
the ZEN of writing.  

We all know what the Zen of anything
is ... right?

Well, maybe not so much, but we do

know that it is somehow related to those
guys we see in the lotus position meditat-
ing all the time. We know that in pictures,
they seem unconcerned about the newest
Armani sweater collection and they are
certainly not worrying about their hair!  

We know that they never get in gun-
fights, and they can sit still and in
silence for a much longer time period
than can we, which is just about any-
thing past two minutes.

In the careers center, a book’s cover
promises me I will be able to hone my
spiritual power and “inspire” any and all
interviewers into hiring me. I don’t need
to know gimmicks, just my inner strength
in order to get the job.

Inner strength, spiritual power — who
couldn’t use a dose of that now and again?

If the laws of supply and demand are
any indication, a huge percentage of the
American population is interested in all
things pertaining to “getting back to the
source,” “finding the way,” “spirituality”
and “getting back to basics.” For whatev-
er reason, more and more people are
seemingly finding a greater need these
days to attend to it.

What does this trend say? The writing
is on the wall. Our very society is based
on the basic principle of filling cavities. If
we want, we purchase. If we are hungry,
we eat. If we are in pain, we soothe. 

Are we suddenly evolving and cog-
nizant of the fact we will require a spiri-
tual side? So why then would “The Zen
of ” everything become all the rage?
Maybe what we have been filling the
voids and cavities in our lives with just
isn’t cutting it.

We fill the emptiness with noise and
TV, cars and clothes, drink and food. This
is where the irony comes in — purchasing
and reading how-to books will not fill any
cavity of this nature. This seems to be the
paradox: The more we think that purchas-
es will fill the need, the less those needs
seem to be filled.

Many of us seem to have grasped the
reality of this; while countless others
scramble to fill the void with materials.
Not all appears hopeless, though. The
obsession with books of Zen-like
approaches for everything from cooking
to changing an oil filter just might prove
to be key. We know that there is some-
thing to be said for the Zen people we
come across, those bald-headed, quiet,
peaceful guys filling a part of themselves
without once buying a book or a car or a
set of soothing candles.

Or even following Internet hyperlinks
to “5 tips to being a quiet, peaceful guy.”

(Mike Tittinger is a freelance writer
living in Santa Monica.)

The Zen of living peacefully, but not empty and void
TITTINGER’S

TAKE

By Michael J. Tittinger
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1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202 • Santa Monica, CA  90401
sack@smdp.com
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DIVORCE LAW
THREE THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT GETTING DIVORCED:
1. It doesn’t have to be scary, ugly and painful
2. It doesn’t have to cost a fortune.
3. A good lawyer calls you back with straight answers - TODAY

Pisarra & Grist
310 / 664 - 9969

NOW OPEN
FOR LUNCH

New Hours 11:30am til Closing — No Cover Charge

Santa Monica’s Longest Running Comedy Store
Pint O’ Funny Thursday Night @ 8 pm

2941 Main St., Santa Monica • (310)396-4273 • www.obriens-frobar.com

Pub Quiz Wednesday Night 8pm 

winner receives a $75 Gift Certificate

Exceptional Native American Art
Custom Silversmithing & Jewelry Repair

403 Santa Monica Blvd., Santa Monica
310.395.3652

Panini Party Platters • Weekly Specials • Everything Fresh & Made to Order
Order Online at: www.paninigarden.com • Open for Breakfast • Dine-In Garden Patio • We Deliver

Open Daily from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
2715 Main Street • Santa Monica • (310) 399-9939 • Fax (310) 314-2634

Come In & Experience 

Our Grilled or Cold Panini

Sandwiches, Our Superb Salads 

& Breakfast Crepes Daily

Put on your coffee table!

Nothing captures a public’s fascination
like a crisis. It is one of the most over-
used words in the parlance of education.
The descriptions of educational practice,
culture, policy and data-results often
times contain the characterization of a cri-
sis. In education, we are either having a
crisis of confidence, a crisis of leadership,
a crisis of social adjustment, a crisis of
safety, achievement, learning, advance-
ment, retention, stagnation or reaction —
all depending on the moment and the
media’s construction of reality for us.

Crisis management has now been
raised to the level of high art and man-
dated skill training for school leaders.
We must plan for them, expect them,
recognize them, budget for them and, of
course, respond to them — even those
crises we do not acknowledge or know
to be real. There are, of
course, true crises,
which unfortunately
happen in public
schooling. A school
shooting, the death of a
student or staff mem-
ber, an earthquake,
fire, flood or storm are
a few examples of the obvious. The not
so obvious include the explicit demon-
stration of gaps in achievement between
white and non-white students, rich and
poor students, native English speaking
and non-English speaking and the most
tragic: The crisis of failed promises and
false expectations made to our students.

One of the frequent cultural tendencies
within a community or society during a
time of crisis is the drift towards chaos —
the idea that the same old rules do not
apply anymore. This is inherently one of
the most significant fallouts of crisis
modus operandi. And, it is this that a
leader is responsible to help the organiza-
tion avoid. The dual sets of responsibili-
ties of a school leader to manage and lead
through the crisis and prevent the erosion
of the fundamental work and purposes of
the organization are essential. The current
situation for public schools is the same,
except with one dramatic difference.

Our society has come to establish
norms of behavior that a community, city,
state or nation expects when a crisis
befalls the society. We have polished
responses and protocols for dealing with
these infrequent disasters. We have
FEMA and Federal/State disaster relief
agencies; we rush rapid emergency
response teams to a site. We promise to
keep on the lights, to protect and to safe-
guard the health and welfare of our citi-
zenry.  We rush much needed supplies and
money to the victims of a crisis. We put
blankets around the homeless and those
left out in the cold. We rebuild infrastruc-
ture that is damaged in a disaster with
money from other sources and with
extraordinary haste.

So, now we have an acknowledged

state budget crisis that is having a disas-
trous effect on local public schools. We
have the crisis of enacting draconian
cuts of services, supplies, programs and
promises. During the last decade, we
made clear promises to all students and
communities, we set priorities, we
strategically planned, we aligned spend-
ing with priorities, we vigorously pur-
sued equity and we told everyone that
we would leave no child behind. There
is one small problem; now, we have no
money to pay for any of this.

There are no Hazmat teams rushing
towards school districts. There are no Red
Cross shelters being set up on school
campuses. There are no photos of millions
of children saying the collective expres-
sion, why us? There are no massive
telethons, concerts or other fundraising or

collection events sched-
uled to rush much need-
ed resources to our
schools.

The difference in this
crisis is that, currently,
the destruction is not
visible. But, you will
not have to wait long to

witness the effects of the near-total abdi-
cation of the covenants and promises of
public education. When these begin to
manifest themselves, we can all watch
the outrage and collective public designa-
tion of, well, you guessed it, another cri-
sis in  education.

Public schools stand in the remark-
ably unenviable position of attempting
to manage the state’s fiscal crisis with
few tools at their disposal except to dis-
mantle previously supported (albeit
under-funded) programs. We have to
keep the priorities and expectations of
the public because of the explicit prom-
ises made — though no longer funded.
Now, this is what I call a crisis — the
reneging on the covenant made between
a child and the community school.

Therein lies the paradox, you cannot
do both. This is not the case where less is
more. Less from Sacramento means less
in our schools. We cannot both realize the
promises and expectations of public edu-
cation without the resources to fund them.
I respectfully suggest that our schools are
obligated to the same fiscal treatment (at
an outrageous minimum) as our prison
system!

With the decisions proposed in
Sacramento, let’s cut the rhetoric of
“Leave No Child Behind” and ‘fess up to
the reality that all children will be left
behind. This despicable, startling situa-
tion need not be; we have a crisis, but we
still have choices. The full funding of
public education is not a choice, it is not
an option. It is a state’s mandate and a
community’s imperative!

(John E. Deasy is the superintendent of
the Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School
District.)

The paradox of priorities
in a time of fiscal crisis

Guest 
Commentary

By John E. Deasy

Can’t find the Daily Press
in your neighborhood?

Call us. We’ll take your suggestions.
(310) 458-PRESS (7737)



LOCAL
Page 6 ❑ Thursday, January 23, 2003 ❑ Santa Monica Daily Press

Sustainable 
Quality Award

Nomination Deadline February 28th

The Sustainable Quality Awards honor businesses
and organizations that make Santa Monica a bet-
ter place to live and work. Awards are given to
companies that demonstrate commitment to the
community in one or more of the following three
areas: economic development, stewardship of the
natural environment, and social responsibility.
Winners will be honored at the May 6th Chamber
Luncheon.

Nominations are quick and easy! Visit
www.smsqa.com and click on “SQA
Nomination Form”, or contact the
Chamber of Commerce at 310.393.9825
for more information.

City of

Santa Monica™

“We have everything your hearth desires.”
1820 Broadway • Santa Monica • 310.315.9310 • FAX 310.315.9301

Look for us on the World Wide Web @ www.paykel.com
Store Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 9am to 5pm

F A M I L Y  O W N E D  S I N C E  1 9 2 1

B B Q s  •  F I R E P L A C E S  &  A C C E S S O R I E S  •  G L A S S  &  C U S T O M  S C R E E N S  •  W E AT H E R  V A N E S  •  G A S  L O G S  •  H O M E  A C C E N T S  &  M O R E

changed when it went from the showroom
floor to the finance department. In one
instance, he was told he would have to
agree to an extended service contract in
order to be approved for a loan because he
had “shaky credit.”

Fung said he was charged 7.75 percent
interest on one deal, but for another vehi-
cle he purchased months later, he was
charged over 11 percent. Fung said his
credit rating, which might cause the inter-
est rate to rise, hadn’t changed.

The claims out of Florida that the deal-
erships had charged customers “add ons”
also is similar to the story of Holly
Ciampi of Pacific Palisades who claims
she was duped into buying a silent alarm
system called a “LoJack.” 

Ciampi said when she leased a Honda
Passport in July 2001, the deal made on
the showroom floor was changed once it
got to the finance department. Not want-
ing to spend more than $300 a month,
Ciampi then learned that the Honda of
Santa Monica finance department
allegedly increased the down payment
and jacked up the monthly payments $50
because the vehicle required LoJack.
They allegedly told her she would have to
pay higher insurance premiums if she did-
n’t purchase the accessory.

Sonic representatives did not return
calls seeking comment for this story.

The activities of Sonic dealerships in
Florida attracted the attention of that state’s
attorney general’s office, which has report-
edly launched an investigation into Sonic
— the nation’s third-largest car dealership
franchise, according to news reports.

A Florida racketeering lawsuit filed
on behalf of 17 car buyers accuses some
of Sonic’s top executives of orchestrat-
ing a scheme to falsify loan applications,
overcharge for extended service con-
tracts and warranties and forge cus-
tomers’ signatures on sales documents,
according to an article posted on
ConsumerVoiceUSA.com last year.

Fung said he believes Sonic officials
must have known about the activities at
the Santa Monica dealership.

“If you have one dealership that is
doing better than your other ones, don’t
you send someone down there to find out
what they are doing that’s so special?” he
asked. “Don’t you want to find out what’s
so special that one dealership is doing so
all the others can do it too?

“The more I think about it, the more I
believe they had to know what was going
on,” he added.

Dozens of investigators with the Los
Angeles County District Attorney’s
Consumer Protection Division seized
boxes of files at Honda of Santa Monica’s
finance and sales departments in a sur-
prise raid on Sept. 25, 2002.

Since the raid, many of those involved
have been replaced, including the dealer-
ship’s general manager, its finance depart-
ment manager and sales manager, accord-
ing to Honda of Santa Monica officials.
Some of them are named in the lawsuit
filed by former customers. It is unknown
whether criminal charges will be filed
against the former employees because the
investigation isn’t finished.

The class action lawsuit filed in down-
town Los Angeles alleges the dealership
defrauded its customers by adding false
state taxes and fees, lying to customers
about interest rates and tricking customers
into making extra payments on vehicles
they wanted to buy or lease.

One scam allegedly added a fictitious
state tax called “VT Registration.”
Customers were told the fee was for
Department of Motor Vehicles registra-
tion, the suit alleges. However, the state
has no such fee.

The Florida class action suit alleges the
dealership of sneaking hidden fees into
loans, according to an article in the Wall
Street Journal last year. State regulators in
California, Washington and Florida have
reportedly filed lawsuits that focus on
loan rates, extended warranties and theft
protection plans, according to the Wall
Street Journal.

The suit also alleges as many as 10,000
customers at two Clearwater dealerships
may have been illegally overcharging as
much as $10 million, according to
ConsumerVoiceUSA.com. The Web site
article posted in March of last year also says
the two dealerships — Clearwater
Mitsubishi and Clearwater Toyota — are the
targets of a state investigation and are sus-
pected of defrauding at least 165 customers.

With $1.9 billion in revenues reported
from June to September 2002, Sonic is the
nation’s third-largest dealership chain
behind AutoNation and United Auto
Group, according to Hoovers.com.

Sonic also has been one of the fastest
growing automotive sales companies in the
country. Founded with five dealerships in
1997, the company has blossomed into a
national brand name with 190 new and
used car chains and more than 40 collision
repair centers in 13 states.

Sonic one of the fastest
growing auto sales chain
FRAUD, from page 1

DID YOU KNOW?: In 1998,
American people, foundations and
corporations gave more than $175
billion to charities and churches.
Churches received 40% of the

contributions, while public charities
and educational organizations

received the remainder.



general revenues to the average California
city, according to the league.

Since 1948, the VLF rate had been
about 2 percent of a vehicle’s worth, but
in 1998 the state Legislature began lower-
ing the tax. Today the registration fee is
about .065 percent of a vehicle’s market
value, according to the league.

The Legislature promised to give cities
the same amount of money as they would
have received if the tax had not been low-
ered. According to the league, by last year
one-third of the $1.6 billion given to cities
was from registration fees and the rest
was paid from the state’s coffers.

Now Gov. Gray Davis is proposing to
withhold much of the money given to
cities to make up for the lower VLF tax
revenue as a way to help close
California’s historic $34.8-billion deficit.

If approved by the state Legislature,
withholding those fees could make an
already bad budget situation worse for Santa
Monica and other cities, league officials say.

“I believe just about every city in
California is facing dire situations this year,”
said Ron Merkling, a spokesman for Culver
City. “Not just from the state, but from a loss
of general revenues everywhere.”

But those effects vary from city to city.
Some have more diverse local economies
where the loss in state funds will make a
smaller dent in their total budget. Other
cities depend heavily on the revenues to
function daily.

Compared to Burbank, Santa Monica is
faring much better. In that city, officials
are predicting a roughly $6-million deficit
without the state taking vehicle licensing
fees. Without that revenue, Burbank faces
a $10.1-million deficit next year — a loss
of about 9 percent of its general fund.

Already Burbank officials have placed
an item before voters during a special
election in April that would raise that
city’s transient parking tax by 2 percent,
which could net the city $400,000 more in
revenue.

“But there’s only a limited amount of
ability cities have to raise revenues,” said
Mike McManus, a Burbank spokesman.

“Fees we can raise, but taxes have to go to
a vote.”

In addition to revenue increases, the
Burbank City Council will also likely
have to approve deep cuts in programs
and services, McManus said. Every city
department has been asked to cut 10 per-
cent of its operating budget.

“Just trying to stay competitive with
our workforce, (we have) grown faster in
our salary and benefits than we can sus-
tain,” McManus said. “Our revenues
aren’t growing at a rate that can keep up.”

Culver City is facing a similar situation
to Santa Monica. Without the vehicle
licensing fees, it’s facing a $2-million
deficit. That figure balloons to $3.6 mil-
lion without the vehicle licensing fees,
which represents a 6.3 percent of its $57-
million general fund.

Merkling, the Culver City spokesman,
said officials there have been polling resi-
dents and business owners about what
services can be decreased or eliminated.
Last year, the city discontinued its DARE
program, which aims to keep kids away
from drugs, for a lack of funding.

“It’s a very difficult decision for citi-
zens and residents to make decisions about
... police officers and other services like
street repairs,” he said. “How do you make
those types of choices? It’s very difficult.”

Pasadena is much better off than most
cities, including Santa Monica. That city is
facing a $3-million deficit which swells to
$8.5 million if the state takes the vehicle
licensing fees. But even with the higher fig-
ure, Pasadena is facing a 3 percent decline
to its nearly $277 million general fund.

And officials there report strong sales
tax revenues and an investment portfolio
that is still paying high interest rates. They
also say the city has a reserve of $44 mil-
lion to fall back on if necessary. 

“Pasadena is in generally good shape,”
said Ann Erdman, a Pasadena spokes-
woman. “We have really excellent invest-
ment planners and a very highly regarded
finance director. And they have helped
keep the city in very good shape.”

As far as other bay cities, Heromosa
Beach may lose nearly $1 million of state
funding, which represents more than 6

percent of its $15-million general fund.
Officials there say the drop-off in funding
could be potentially devastating.

“It’s a big chuck of money for us,” said
Steve Burrell, Hermosa Beach City
Manager. “In the near term, we would
adjust or expenditures. And in the long
run, we’ll probably recommend things (to
the City Council) that we can do without
and try to save whatever we can.”

Manhattan Beach City Manager Geoff
Dolan said the only financial troubles his
city is facing stem from the loss of state
funding. 

“We’re not nearly as bad off as other
cities,” he said. “We seem to have some
lean years ahead of us. And the state’s prob-

lem is looking bad, so we’ll have to see how
that shapes up. But for now we’re OK.”

A group of legislators have introduced
a bill that would raise the Vehicle
Licensing Fee back to its 1998 level of 2
percent to make up for the decline in state
funding. Cities across the region, includ-
ing Manhattan Beach, have begun enact-
ing resolutions supporting the bill.

However Santa Monica’s Mike Dennis
said he’s not so sure raising the fee will
make a difference.

“I guess my fear is that the state will
increase the motor vehicle tax to what it
used to be,” he said, “and keep the money
to help them further reduce their deficit.”
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Colleagues mourn murdered executive

Tim Tadder/Associated Press
Tapestry Solutions employees Renea Aswegan, left, and Riny
Schoenmakers stand together during a news conference in San Diego,
Calif., Wednesday. Company executive Michael Rene Pouliot died in a
shooting Tuesday near a U.S. military base in Kuwait while a colleague, soft-
ware engineer David Caraway, was in stable condition on Wednesday. The
two civilians were ambushed by a gunman in Kuwait while working for the
San Diego-based computer technology firm that was installing software for
the U.S. military.

By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — A Superior Court judge dis-
missed a class-action lawsuit brought by more than 175
writers who alleged that television networks, Hollywood
studios and talent agencies discriminate against those
over the age of 40.

In a decision disclosed this week, Judge Charles W.
McCoy Jr. ruled some of the alleged violations occurred
outside the statute of limitations and that the writers must
first prove their claims on an individual basis before they
can show an industrywide pattern of discrimination.

The ruling left open the possibility that the writers
could refile their claims individually.

“We consider this a bump in the road,” said Paul
Sprenger, lead attorney for the writers. “Sometimes these
things take years and it should be perfectly obvious to the
courts that this is a meritorious claim.”

Sprenger said they were considering their options,
including an appeal or continuing with new class-action
claims, but he did not plan to file individual claims.

The discrimination suit was originally filed in U.S.
District Court in Los Angeles, claiming pervasive age
discrimination since the early 1980s. The suit alleged
violations of the federal Age Discrimination in
Employment Act, the Labor Management Relations Act
and the California Fair Employment and Housing Act.

The federal court ruled that there was no support for

maintaining the case as a class action, and the plaintiffs
refiled in state court. In his decision, McCoy also ruled
that having first filed in federal court, plaintiffs couldn’t
refile the same claims in state court.

The suit targeted six television networks, including
CBS, NBC, ABC and Fox, 12 production companies and
11 talent agencies, including the William Morris Agency
and Creative Arts Agency.

“We are pleased the court has decided that these tele-
vision writers cannot proceed on such a broad-based
claim,” a CBS statement read. “We are also confident
that any individual claims of discrimination will be
shown to have no merit.”

Judge dismisses suit by writers claiming ageism in Hollywood

Legislators propose
raising vehicle fees to
replace local funding
BUDGET, from page 1

DID YOU KNOW?: The sentence "The quick brown fox jumps
over the lazy dog" uses every letter of the alphabet.



BY JIM FITZGERALD
Associated Press Writer

CHAPPAQUA, N.Y. — Love and sex are more
important to a happy marriage for men in their late 50s
and early 60s than at any other time in their lives, a new
survey says. Unfortunately for them, that’s just when
intimacy becomes less important to women.

The survey, being published in the February issue of
Reader’s Digest, found that between the ages of 57 and
64 men become more attentive to their wives while
women, finally freed from family responsibilities, find
more goals outside of marriage.

“The guys are saying, ‘Now I get it. I want more inti-
macy,”’ said John Gottman, a marriage expert who ana-
lyzed polling data for the magazine. “And the women are
saying, ‘Sorry, bub, I’ve already done that. I’ve got my
own goals now.”’

A 60-year-old New York woman in the survey said she
was finally getting the chance to travel, but her retired
husband didn’t want to. “What am I supposed to do? Stay
home?” she asked. “Life’s too short.”

The nationwide telephone survey was conducted in
June for the Chappaqua-based magazine by the Ipsos-
NPD research group, which randomly chose 500 married
men and 500 married women, but no couples. Questions
were designed to determine how happy their marriages
were and find out about specific behavior and attitudes.

Gottman, who teaches at the University of Washington
and is the author of “The Seven Principles for Making
Marriage Work,” then compared the answers to find the
relationship between marital happiness and particular
behavior and attitudes.

Women in the 57-to-64 age group rated good sex at 46
on a scale of 100 for its importance to a happy marriage.
Men rated it 62. For the 44-to-56 age group, the impor-

tance of sex got a 66 from women and a 54 from men.
The differences smooth out somewhat in later years.

The importance of sex drops for men, while they remain
highly interested in being in love.

“When you’re young, you demonstrate love more
often with sex,” said a 77-year-old man from Michigan.
“But when you’re a bit older, you find there are many
other ways — a peck on the back of the neck or a pat on
the butt.”

For both sexes, spending time alone together is more
important after age 65 than in the first years of marriage.
Also, arguments no longer carry the sting they do for
younger couples.

“We let off steam and then a few minutes later start
talking to each other as if nothing happened,” said a 73-
year-old woman from Connecticut. “Now that we’re
older, we don’t hold a grudge.”
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EXTRA!! EXTRA!!
Santa Monica Daily Press at newsstands around the city!

Readers and customers can find the Daily Press in 
permanent newsstands at these locations:

• 17th Street and Montana Avenue

• 14th Street and Montana Avenue

• Montana Avenue, between 14th-15th Streets

• 7th Street and Montana Avenue

• 3rd Street and Wilshire Boulevard

• Ocean Avenue and Wilshire Boulevard

• Wilshire Boulevard, between 22nd-23rd Streets

• 14th and Santa Monica Boulevard

• Wilshire Boulevard and Lincoln Boulevard

• Colorado Boulevard and 3rd Street

• Santa Monica Courthouse

• Arizona Avenue and Second Street

• Arizona Avenue and Fifth Street

• Three newsstands at the intersection of Arizona Avenue 

and Fourth Street

• Broadway and Lincoln Boulevard

• Broadway and 10th Street

• Colorado Avenue and Second Street

• Santa Monica Boulevard and Lincoln Boulevard

• Lincoln Boulevard and Broadway Avenue

• Lincoln Boulevard and Pico Boulevard

• Lincoln Boulevard and Strand 

• Two newsstands at the intersection of Lincoln Boulevard and Raymond 

• Main Street and Kinney 

• Main Street and Strand 

• Main Street and Ocean Park

• Main Street and Ashland

• Montana Avenue and Lincoln Boulevard 

• Montana Avenue and Euclid Street

• Montana Avenue and 16th Street

Watch for future newsstands at a location near you!

Husbands, wives go opposite ways on importance of sex

BY DEANNA BELLANDI
Associated Press Writer

CHICAGO — Americans aren’t just supersizing their
portions in fast-food restaurants, they’re doing it in their
own kitchens.

In a new study, researchers looked at such foods as
hamburgers, burritos, tacos, french fries, sodas, ice cream,
pie, cookies and salty snacks and found that the portions
got bigger between the 1970s and the 1990s, regardless of
whether people ate in or out.

It is no surprise it is happening at fast-food restaurants;
it was McDonald’s that help put the word “supersize” into
the American lexicon.

But Margo Wootan of the Center for Science in the
Public Interest said the practice has caused Americans to
suffer portion distortion at home.

“We’re getting so used to these big portion sizes when
we eat out that when we go home we forget what a nor-
mal portion is,” said Wootan, the center’s nutrition policy
director.

Portions for all of the popular foods studied, except
pizza, increased both inside and outside the home
between 1977 and 1996. The study was conducted by
researchers at the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill and was published in Wednesday’s Journal of the
American Medical Association.

“An important point is not just what foods we’re eat-
ing, it’s the fact that we’re eating such large portions of

these foods,” said researcher Samara Joy Nielsen.
The findings come at a time when Americans are get-

ting fatter. A study by the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention found more than 44 million Americans were
obese in 2001.

The University of North Carolina study looked at peo-
ple’s portions at home, in fast-food joints and at other
restaurants. It included a sample of 63,380 people over
the age of 2.

Homemade burgers beefed up to 8.4 ounces in 1996
from 5.7 ounces in 1977, while fast-food hamburgers
grew to 7.2 ounces from 6.1 ounces during the same peri-
od. At restaurants other than fast-food ones, hamburgers
declined to 5 ounces in 1996 from 5.3 ounces in 1977,
according to the study.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture counts two to
three ounces of cooked lean meat as a serving.

Not surprisingly, the study found more calories went
along with the extra food. A person who ate Mexican food
in 1977 consumed an average of 408 calories in one sit-
ting compared with 541 calories in 1996.

The USDA suggests between 1,600 and 2,800 calories
per day depending on a person’s age, gender and activity
level.

Steven Anderson, the president and chief executive of
the National Restaurant Association, said, “You don’t
have to go into a restaurant and eat everything the restau-
rant offers.”

Study finds meal portion sizes growing



BY MIRON VAROUHAKIS
Associated Press Writer

ABOARD USS HARRY S.TRUMAN
— Around Iraq’s borders, the Pentagon is
struggling to persuade allies to host U.S.
troops and warplanes needed for a possible
attack. At sea, however, America’s military
power is unhindered and growing to possi-
bly the biggest concentration of warships
since the 1991 Gulf War.

Imposing naval flotillas — with air-
craft carriers as their mighty centerpieces
— are taking greater prominence in strate-
gic planning for a possible war against
Iraq as obstacles are raised to ground
deployments, officers say.

“I think all of the aircraft carriers will
serve as a floating air base,” said Capt.
Mark A. Vance, commander of the air
wing aboard the USS Harry S. Truman,
now in the eastern Mediterranean.

“We are a sovereign platform that oper-
ates at international sea and airspace, and
that gives us a degree of flexibility that is
not shared when someone relies on a host
nation,” said Vance, a native of Montana.

But military analysts note carriers come
with distinct advantages and limitations.

They are mobile and can deliver round-
the-clock airstrikes with more than 60
warplanes each. But the Navy fighter-
bombers mostly carry a limited number of
precision-guided bombs, experts said.
Only missions from land airfields can
carry the heavier weapons needed to open
deep bunkers, carpet bomb or strike big
targets.

Carriers “allow some opportunity to
attack ground targets should the U.S. Air
Force not be able to base its aircraft with-
in the region or nearby,” Joanna Kidd, a
naval analyst with the London-based

International Institute for Strategic
Studies, said Wednesday.

She noted that carriers saw extensive
use at early stages of the Gulf War.

“They were only used really in the first
three or four days of the air campaign
because the U.S. Air Force was able to use
Saudi Arabia,” she said.

But the coalition forged to fight Iraq in
1991 was far broader and stronger than
the current U.S.-led pressure against
Saddam Hussein.

Even key NATO allies such as Turkey,
which shares a border with northern Iraq,
are balking at the possibility of hosting
Air Force bombers and tens of thousands
of U.S. troops.

Opposition to a U.S. campaign in
Turkey has reportedly forced planners to
scale back from initial plans to base
80,000 U.S. troops there. Now, planners
are reportedly considering 15,000 to
20,000 troops.

Another important regional ally, Saudi
Arabia, is also reluctant to host a large
number of U.S. ground forces. Saudi
Arabia was the main staging area for
ground forces during the Gulf War.

The Pentagon has turned to smaller and
more distant places, such as Qatar and
Oman, as it tries to organize its biggest
military build up in more than a decade. In
Qatar, the U.S. military has two bases:
Camp As Sayliyah, where the U.S. Central
Command has a mobile headquarters, and
Al Udeid air base, where a midair refuel-
ing squadron, F15 fighter wing and drive-
through maintenance hangars are in place.

In addition, B52 bomber squadrons
operate from the British-controlled island
of Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean.

“Carriers are good for smaller con-

flicts, but if you need to have a big war
you are really going to have to get bases
around there ... because it’s just a lot more
efficient,” said Ivan Eland, director of
defense policy studies at Washington’s
CATO Institute.

Meanwhile, the Navy is moving more
firepower into the region.

Military planners could send up to six
carrier battle groups — half the U.S. fleet
— within striking distance of Iraq, offi-
cials say.

The USS Constellation battle group
already is operating in the northern Gulf

and the USS Harry S. Truman is in the
eastern Mediterranean. They will be
joined by the USS Abraham Lincoln and
the USS Theodore Roosevelt, which is
conducting training exercises off the coast
of Puerto Rico.

Defense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld is said to be considering even
more deployments.

Possibilities include the dispatch of the
USS Kitty Hawk from its home port in
Japan, the USS Nimitz in San Diego and
the USS George Washington from
Norfolk, Va.
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Mexican earthquake victims deal with loss

Guillermo Arias/Associated Press
Survivor Amalia Rodriguez, center, who lost her mother Maria Rodriguez, is
comforted by cousin Olga Rodriguez, left, and daughter Elizabeth
Maldonado following a powerful earthquake in Colima, Mexico Wednesday.
The earthquake ripped through western and central Mexico Tuesday night,
killing at least 21 people, collapsing dozens of houses and leaving the
worst-hit state shrouded in darkness with power outages.

U.S. hurdles raise profile
of ‘floating air bases’

BY LIONEL CIRONNEAU
Associated Press Writer

MONACO — An American jailed in the arson death
of billionaire banker Edmond Safra escaped from his
Monaco cell but was recaptured hours later Wednesday at
a French Riviera hotel.

Ted Maher, a former Green Beret who had been
Safra’s nurse, and an Italian inmate sawed six bars from
their cell window late Tuesday or early Wednesday. They
removed two steel grills before climbing down a 26-foot
wall on a sash of tied-together plastic bags.

Maher, 44, and Luigi Ciardecci stuffed their beds to
fool guards, who noticed their absence at breakfast,
Monaco prosecutor Daniel Ferdet told reporters.

Police caught Maher at a hotel in the southern French
city Nice, acting on “a clue from a Monaco witness,” the
prosecutor said without elaborating.

Maher made at least one phone call to relatives from
the hotel, and police were investigating if the men had
had outside help in their escape.

Ciardecci, who was awaiting trial for armed robbery,
was still at large.

Monaco’s small prison is perched on the side of a cliff,
facing the Mediterranean. Its stone walls are topped with
metal fences and security cameras. Instruments the men
used to open the cell window “do not come from the
prison, where there is no workshop,” Ferdet said.

Maher began serving a 10-year arson sentence late last
year after a sensational court drama that gripped the U.S.
and European tabloid press.

Dubbed Monaco’s “trial of the century,” by a local
newspaper, the case brought a new kind of attention to
the tiny Mediterranean principality, best known for
sumptuous casinos, Formula One racing and tax breaks
that attract the world’s rich and famous.

Maher admitted on the stand to setting the Dec. 3,
1999, fire that killed Safra, the 67-year-old founder and
principal stock owner of the Republic National Bank of
New York, and another nurse Vivian Torrente.

Safra, who had Parkinson’s disease, had paid Maher
$600 a day to provide him constant care.

But Maher said he never expected the blaze in Safra’s
Monaco penthouse to rage out of control, only to advance
a bizarre plan to ingratiate himself with his employer.

He said he started the blaze in a small wastebasket,
expecting it to set off a fire alarm that would bring help
and allow him to reap the credit for saving the billionaire.

American man convicted in arson death of billionaire

BY ANDREA RODRIGUEZ
Associated Press Writer

HAVANA — President Fidel Castro says Cuba wants
to develop tourism fit for the whole family, without the
illegal drugs and gambling.

“You won’t see any casinos here,” Castro said
Tuesday night as he inaugurated a new resort on the
island’s northeastern coast. “Nor will there be drugs.”

Before the 1959 revolution that brought Castro to
power, Americans regularly traveled to Cuba to gamble
at the island’s many casinos. Gambling was declared ille-
gal shortly after the new government took power.

Castro’s speech at the inauguration of the Hotel Playa
Pesquero in the eastern province of Holguin was broad-
cast nationwide, underscoring the importance the gov-
ernment places on the new five-hotel complex of 944
rooms that can house up to 1,500 tourists.

The $100 million complex was completed in 22
months using Cuban capital and construction workers
with technical assistance by the French firm Bouygues,
Castro said. It will be managed by Gaviota S.A., one of
the Cuban government’s numerous tour operators.

Communist Cuba wants “safe and sane recreation” for
its visitors, Castro said. “Besides, I don’t see any future
for a tourism that doesn’t guarantee the safety and health
of its visitors.”

The government is struggling to control problems

associated with increased tourism to the island, especial-
ly drug sales and use blamed mostly on a growing num-
ber of visitors.

The number of visitors to the island jumped 33 per-
cent in January compared with the same month in 2002,
giving officials hope that tourism is recovering from a
drop in international travel after the Sept. 11 terrorist
attacks.

In reporting the increase, Tourism Minister Ibrahim
Ferradez did not give specifics on the number of visi-
tors. The number of visitors dropped 5 percent last year
to 1.6 million.

Cuba’s socialist government began developing
tourism in the early 1990s to diversify its economy after
losing its most important trade partner, the Soviet Union.
It now boasts 40,000 hotel rooms island wide.

Tourism is now Cuba’s No. 1 source of foreign
income, with 1.6 million visitors generating about $2 bil-
lion last year — despite the slump.

The northern coast of Holguin has been the site of
much of the new development, with visitors coming pri-
marily from Canada, Germany, Britain, Italy, France and
Switzerland.

“Our friends from the north are not in this list,” Castro
said with a grin, referring to Americans who are restrict-
ed by U.S. Treasury Department regulations from travel-
ing to the island.

Castro: Yes to tourism, but no to gambling
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Roddick in the quarters

Mike Fiala/Associated Press
Andy Roddick of the United States hits a forehand at the net against Younes
El Aynaoui of Morocco during men's singles quarterfinal match at the
Australian Open tennis tournament, Wednesday, in Melbourne.

BY DAVE GOLDBERG
AP Football Writer

SAN DIEGO — Al Davis is a rebel
with a subpoena, as anti-establishment an
owner as any sport will find. He has
bedeviled the NFL off the field like no
one else over the last 40 years, and he has
succeeded on the field like no one else.

Now, at age 73 after a 19-year absence,
he and his menacing Oakland Raiders are
back in the Super Bowl for what some
suspect might his last time to “just win,
baby,” as Davis is famous for saying.

If they do, Davis will join the late Art
Rooney of Pittsburgh and Eddie
DeBartolo of San Francisco as the only
NFL owners to win four Super Bowls.
The Raiders are already the winningest
franchise since Davis took over in 1963.

“He may even retire if we win this
Super Bowl. I think that’s a possibility,”
said Tim Brown, who has spent his entire
15-year NFL career with the Raiders. “He
has done everything you can possibly do
in this league. Everybody doubted him. It
wouldn’t surprise me to see him walk
away from this game.”

Don’t ask Davis. For a high-profile
owner, he avoids the spotlight. He gives
few interviews, and when reporters do cor-
ner him, he just ignores any questions he
doesn’t want to answer. At a rare public
appearance this week, for instance, he was
asked if he was happy for Jon Gruden,
who bolted Oakland after last season and
now will coach Tampa Bay against the
Silver and Black on Sunday. “I’m happy
for the Raiders being here,” Davis said.

Al Davis is hardly an NFL company man.
Not in the way he dresses — usually

satin running suits, one white, one black,
and the occasional black suit, black shirt
and silver tie. Not in the way he wears his
hair — slicked back with a ’50s duck-tail.
Not in the way he talks — Brooklynese
with Southern inflection. Not in the way
he does business — on his own terms,
always on his own terms.

Davis was the first NFL owner in the
modern era to hire a black coach (Art
Shell in 1989) and the first to have a
Hispanic coach (Tom Flores, 1979-1987).
They also have the league’s only female
chief executive, Amy Trask.

There is no doubt, though, that Davis
has the real power, and that can be diffi-
cult to deal with.

As the only NFL owner who was a
head coach, he torments his coaches,
whether it be hands-on at practice or occa-
sionally sending orders down during
games. “Get down on the field and tell Art
to get Smith back in the game,” he told an
aide during a game in Denver when Shell
was head coach.

When Gruden got frustrated by Davis’
interference and left after four seasons,
Davis — as usual — came out a winner.
He got two first-round draft picks, two
seconds and $8 million to let Gruden go.

Davis has been battling the NFL since
the 1960s, first as a coach in the rival
American Football League, then as AFL
commissioner and finally as an NFL
owner looking for lucrative markets in
northern and southern California.

He sued when the league tried to block
him from moving the Raiders from
Oakland to Los Angeles in 1982.

Now he’s suing not only for the city he
left, but also the city he returned to. Even
though he moved back to Oakland in

1995 after 13 seasons in Los Angeles, he
still claims rights to the LA market and is
seeking $1.2 billion in damages from the
NFL in that case. He is suing Oakland for
failing to deliver sellouts they promised to
get the Raiders back.

Davis can joke about his reputation. At
a dedication ceremony Tuesday at San
Diego’s Qualcomm Stadium, he recalled
how the late Jack Murphy, sports editor of
the San Diego Union, badgered him in the
early ’60s to get the AFL to move the
Chargers from Los Angeles to San Diego.

“At that time, I said I thought it was a
good idea,” Davis said with a smile. “You
know I’m for moving teams.”

If other owners and league executives
brand Davis a football renegade, friends
and former players find him the epitome
of loyalty.

When his wife, Carol, had a serious
heart attack a quarter-century ago, he
moved into her hospital room and lived
there for more than a month. And when he
hears that even a distant acquaintance is
ill, he’ll offer medical help without wor-
rying about expense.

Always obsessed with illness and
death, he has been preoccupied lately with
the passing of several long-time friends —
ex-Raider Dave Dalby, publicist Irv Kaze,
sports writer Will McDonough and Davis’
one-time coaching mentor, Sid Gillman.

“I can control most things, but I don’t
seem to be able to control death,” Davis
said in a recent conversation. “Everybody
seems to be going on me.”

Davis is most absorbed by winning
championships, something his team has-
n’t done since beating Washington 38-9 in
the Super Bowl in 1984 — in Tampa, of
all places. The closest the Raiders have
come since was a loss to Baltimore in the
AFC title game two years ago.

The most valuable player in that 1984
game was Marcus Allen, a leading candi-
date for the Pro Football Hall of Fame in
voting that will take place Saturday.

But for all of Davis’ loyalty, Allen is
unlikely to go in as a Raider.

For reasons never made clear, Davis
took a dislike to his star running back and
ordered him benched for two seasons. He
released him after the 1992 season, and
Allen went to Kansas City.

Davis’ only comment: “He was a can-
cer on the team.”

The small incorporated city of
Irwindale, 20 miles east of Los Angeles,
learned an expensive lesson about dealing
with Davis. The city gave the Raiders $10
million to show its good faith in 1988, but
environmental issues, financing problems
and regional opposition scuttled plans to
turn a gravel pit into a $115 million,
65,000-seat stadium. The deposit was
nonrefundable, and Irwindale never got a
penny back.

Friendships come after football, too.
In the mid-1980s, Davis noted that the

New York Giants, coached by close friend
Bill Parcells, had lost a couple of corner-
backs to injury. So he called Parcells and
said, in effect: “Have I got a deal for you!”

The deal: Davis sent cornerback Ted
Watts, a one-time hot prospect, to the
Giants for a draft choice. Watts had a dam-
aged knee and did nothing for the Giants.

Davis kept the draft choice.
“With Al, it’s just about winning,” says

John Madden, who coached the Raiders
from 1969-78 before becoming football’s
most renowned television analyst.

Davis: A rebel owner who
finally gets Super again

By The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — Oakland rookie Marcus Williams went on injured reserve
Wednesday, further depleting the Raiders’ depth at tight end.

Williams is the third tight end in two weeks to be declared out for the season, fol-
lowing starter Roland Williams and Brandon Christenson, who was placed on injured
reserve Tuesday.

Rookie Doug Jolley is the starter, but his only backup in the Super Bowl will be
veteran Jeremy Brigham, who was re-signed Tuesday after getting cut in training
camp.

The Raiders also promoted rookie kick returner Ronald Curry and safety Keyon
Nash from the practice squad to the active roster for Sunday’s game against Tampa
Bay.

They will take the roster spots of Marcus Williams and Roland Williams, who was-
n’t replaced on the 53-man roster when he went on injured reserve last week.

Williams goes on Oakland’s
IR; Curry, Nash activated

By The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — The NFL needs to get tougher in making sure its teams follow a
new policy requiring them to interview minorities for coaching vacancies, attorney
Johnnie L. Cochran Jr. said Wednesday.

Of the three teams with new head coaches, only the Cincinnati Bengals followed the
policy before hiring Marvin Lewis, who is black, Cochran said.

“We’re saying the NFL has done a reasonable job to this point,” he said. “They can
do better. They’ve got to enforce the rules that they’ve set.”

Cochran, joined by attorney Cyris Mehri, made his comments at a hotel news con-
ference near Qualcomm Stadium, where the Super Bowl will be played Sunday. They
were joined by former NFL stars Warren Moon and Kellen Winslow, who said they
were sensitive to the subject of minority hiring.

Cochran and Mehri led the push to accelerate the pace of minority hiring in the NFL,
both in the coaching ranks and among general managers and player personnel directors.

Cochran and Mehri say they don’t think the Jacksonville Jaguars followed the NFL’s
procedure in hiring head coach Jack Del Rio. They called the hiring of Bill Parcells by
the Dallas Cowboys “probably a foregone conclusion,” and said the Cowboys didn’t
follow the process because they spoke with Dennis Green by telephone and thereby
failed to grant him a “comparable interview.”

“What we’ve asked the league is to put some teeth behind it, and if the owners are
really serious, to level the playing field,” Cochran said. “That’s all we ask for. It’s not
even a quota. It’s just, look, we want a fair opportunity, we want fair competition and
a level playing field. Everybody gets a shot.”

The NFL disagreed with the contention that the Jaguars and Cowboys failed to fol-
low procedures.

Cochran: NFL can do better
in hiring more minorities
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Broaden Your Entrepreneurial Horizons 
By Attending

Where’s the Money?
Presented by the Westside Small Business Development Center and VEDC

A half-day seminar for entrepreneurs who are looking for funding 
for their business and information on all aspects of business.

Experts in financing, credit, loans, marketing/sales and international trade will present 
as well as success stories from local business owners.

Saturday, January 25th, 2003
Registration 7:30 am

Breakfast Buffet 7:45 am
Seminar Begins at 8:00 am

Admission Fee: $20 for one participant
$30 for two

Ramada Plaza Culver City
6333 Bristol Parkway
Culver City, CA 90230

call 310-398-8883 for registration and information

Attention Business Owners and Entrepreneurs

Keynote Speaker

Burke Franklin
CEO of Jian Software

A Silicon Valley software company renowned for “BizPlanBuilder”.
Mr. Franklin was also nominated for the Ernst & Young’s Entrepreneur of the Year Award. 

Burke has just released his new book “Business Black Belt”

Great

Networking

Event!

GreatNetworkingEvent!

SBA
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

Criminal charges are for the ‘stuffed’ birds
State authorities raided a Honolulu artifacts dealer in December and filed criminal

charges against him for possession of rare or extinct birds without a state license.
However, as dealer Don Medcalf pointed out to them at the time (to no avail), not only
are the rare birds merely stuffed animals, but they were killed and stuffed sometime in
the 1800s, not only before the possession law was passed but before Hawaii was even
a state. In January, the prosecutor dropped the case because he “felt (the charges)
wouldn’t be proven beyond a reasonable doubt.”
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Got junk in the trunk? Classifieds for $2.50 per day.
up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word 

call 310-458-7737 and sell that trunk full of junk that is collecting dust.

Employment
APARTMENT ASSISTANT
Managers team needed. Best 
pay & benefits. Fax resume to 
(310)451-1628.

EXPERIENCED SERVICE Deli 
Counter Person/Food Prep.
FT/PT. Friendly, good custom-
er service skills. Must be able to 
work weekends and evenings.
Call Richard 8am-10am 
(310)452-6604 or fax resume to 
(310)452-3364.
FASHION FUN! Searching for 
energetic person, professional 
attitude, detailed oriented, out-
going. Good with public, 
phones, general office, comput-
er literate and clerical duties.
Hrs. 10-3. Fax H20HH! 
(310)393-8590.

PART TIME counter help want-
ed for Santa Monica small busi-
ness. (310)451-9785

THE DAILY Press is seeking a 
full time circulation manager.
The position requires early 
hours (2am to 7am), six days 
per week. Candidate must be 
motivated, efficient and possess 
a desire to win. Must have relia-
ble transportation and clean 
driving record. Long term posi-
tion, aggressive pay. Fax re-
sume and cover letter to 310-
576-9913, or call 310-458-7737 
x 104.

For Sale
LINCOLN 1994 Continental.
Excellent condition, low miles, 
full power. $5500.00 or B.O.
(310)477-1680

Baby Stuff
"SNUGGLE NEST" For safe co-
sleeping. Opened and washed, 
but never used. $25 (original 
price is $50 to $60) Contact Ni-
na at (310)395-7321.

Furniture
7 PIECE Bedroom Set. All 
brand new! Wood sleigh bed, 
mattress set, nightstand, and 
more. Moving and must sell! 
List $2500. Giveaway $795.
(310)350-3814.

BEDROOM FURNITURE: Full 
size dresser with large mirror, 
two bedside tables. Old, but 
good condition, $75. Contact 
Nina at (310)395-7321.

BRAND NEW couch & love 
seat. Overstuffed, light green.
$500 OBO. (310)829-3948

CHERRY SLEIGH Bed. Solid 
wood. Still in box. List $795.
Sacrafice $295. (310)350-3814

FUTON with couch/bed frame, 
excellent condition - $100. Con-
tact Nina at (310)395-7321 

ITALIAN LEATHER Sofa & 
Loveseat. Brand new, still in 
crate from designer home 
show. List $3000. Sacrifice 
$995. Must sell! Will deliver! 
(310)350-3814.

KING DOUBLE Pillowtop Ma-
tress Set. Brand new, brand 
name. Must sell! List $895. Sac-
rafice $295. (310)350-3814

QUEEN DOUBLE Pillowtop 
Matress Set. Plush, name 
brand, still in plastic. Warranty.
Was $595. Sacrafice $175.
(310)350-3814.

Furniture
QUEEN ORTHO Matress Set.
New, still in plastic w/warranty.
Must sell. $125 (310)350-3814.

Jewelry
NIGHT FASHION ACCESSORY
Light up/Sparkling/Flashing 
Necklace. Convenient for disco 
clubs, concerts, spiritual, per-
sonal fun. Available in a cross 
and a heart. Teddy Bear back-
packs available also. Feel love 
for yourself or love for someone 
else. (310)358-6535.

Wanted
BABY CRIB - Contact Nina at 
(310)395-7321.

CASH FOR ANTIQUES,
COLLECTIBLES, ESTATE 
JEWELRY, DISHES, PHO-

TOS, X-MAS DECORA-
TIONS. 40 YRS. OR OLD-
ER BUYING ESTATES OR 

ONE ITEM.
(310)393-1111

For Rent
MONTANA: DISCOVERY Ski 
Mt./Georgetown Lake. Large 4 
Bedroom house. Great views.
Ski, snowmobile, ice fish, snow 
shoe. $1200 a week (310)899-
3777.

For Rent
BEVERLY HILLS ADJ.
$1550.00   Vintage 2 story 
1920’s duplex. Master Bed-
room, ent. ctr., 2 BDR/1BA, 
livng rm, eat-in kitchen, bright, 
Mexican tile, faux fireplace, lots 
of archit. detail, hrdwd flrs. Per-
mit Street Prkng.

Get phone # address Free. No 
Fee. We have others from 
$550.00  EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BEVERLY HILLS ADJ.
$1175.00  Close to Malls, on 
Sweetzer, Bright 2BDR/1BA, 
lndry, prkng, d/w, stove, Water 
& Trash incld, newly finished 
hrdwd, fresh paint, small pet 
OK.

Get phone # address Free. No 
Fee. We have others from 
$550.00  EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BRENTWOOD $1250.00
Trad. 2BDR/1BA
Upper, Newer crpt, fridge, 
stove, lndry & prkng. No pets.

Get phone # address Free. No 
Fee. We have others from 
$550.00  EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

MID-WILSHIRE $675.00
Charming, 1BD/1BA  Lndry fa-
cilities on premises, gas range, 
hrdwd, garbage disposal, stove, 
cable television.

Get phone # address Free. No 
Fee. We have others from 
$550.00  EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

For Rent
BRENTWOOD $750.00
Charming upper unit, hardwood 
floors, laundry on premises.
Unit has formal kit, crpts, lrg 
clsts, fridge, stove. Will consid-
er pets

Get phone # address Free. No 
Fee. We have others from 
$550.00  EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

BRENTWOOD ADJ. $1650.00
Gorgeous 2 BDR/2BA. A/C, 
Alrm, D/W, firepl., hrdwd, High 
Ceilings, microwave, fridge, stv, 
contolled access, walk in clsts, 
pet ok, roman tub.

Get phone # address Free. No 
Fee. We have others from 
$550.00  EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

CONTEMPORARY $1550.00
2bdrm/2ba 2-story townhouse 
w/fireplace, balcony, high ceil-
ings, gated entry, 2 car gated 
parking. Fireplace, stove, dish-
washer, laundry facilities, 1 year 
lease, no pets. (310)396-4443 
ext. 102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

CULVER CITY $650.00
Quiet, single, remodeled build-
ing, pool, landscape, blcny, 
crpts. Convenient to shopping, 
premises, dishwasher, fire-
place, refrigerator, stove.

Get phone # address Free. No 
Fee. We have others from 
$550.00  EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Compa-
ny. 2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa 
Monica, CA 90403.

GLENDALE $825.00
Remodeled 2BD/2BA near the 
Glendale Galleria, complete 
renovation, air cond., crpts, stv, 
swimming pool.

Get phone # address Free. No 
Fee. We have others from 
$550.00  EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

HOLLYWOOD Starting @ 
$1025.00-1050.00    Contempo 
1BDR/1BA  Pet ok, living room, 
new crpt & paint. Jacuzzi, gat-
ed underground prkng. Upper 
& lower uints avail., only some 
have fireplaces!  

Get phone # address Free. No 
Fee. We have others from 
$550.00  EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

MDR PENINSULA: $2000 
2bdrm/2ba, no pets, freshly 
painted, new carpets, D/W, 
stove, refrigerator, 2 fireplaces, 
walk-in closets, 2 car parking.
SHL Management 
(310)870-1757.

For Rent
HOLLYWOOD Starting @ 
$1275.00-1350.00   Comtempo 
2BDR/2BA, pet ok, living rm, 
new crpt & paint, jacuzzi, gated 
underground prkng. Upper and 
lower units avail., only some 
have fireplaces!

Get phone # address Free. No 
Fee. We have others from 
$550.00  EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

LOS FELIZ $1075.00  2+2, 
Courtyard sundeck, bckyrd w/ 
lots of trees, exclusive profes-
sional bldg, A/C, crpts, D/W, 
Fridge, stv, sauna, no eviction, 
bad credit OK.

Get phone # address Free. No 
Fee. We have others from 
$550.00  EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

MAR VISTA $1995.00   
3+2, Ground level, patio, stove, 
dishwasher, new carpet, spa-
cious, 3 pkg. spcs  (310)534-
3543x107

MARINA PENINSULA
$2,595.00 Very large 
2bdrm/2ba with huge loft, high 
ceilings, roof top patio and bal-
cony. Unit overlooks the Grand 
Canal and the Silver Strand. 2 
car parking. 1 year lease, no 
pets. (310)396-4443 ext. 102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

MDR ADJACENT $1395.00 
2+2, fireplace, dishwasher, 
stove, large private patio, new 
paint & carpet in newer gated 
building w/gated, subterranean 
parking, AC, quiet neighbor-
hood, laundry room. 1 year 
lease, no pets. (310)578-9729.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

MdR: Marina City Club: 1 mo.
free rent. 2BDR/2BA. CTS Pla-
za Level. Marina view, full 
amen., nu paint & crpts.
$2575.00  (310)273-4073

MID-WILSHIRE $675.00 New-
er 1BD/1BA, new crpt, blinds, 
freshly painted & clean,gated 
prkng, lndry facil. on premises, 
blcny, stv, gated entrance/ con-
trolled access.

Get phone # address Free. No 
Fee. We have others from 
$550.00  EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

N. HOLLYWOOD $985.00
2BDR/1BA, new crpt, new ap-
plicances, all new, gated prkng, 
A/C, blcny, stv, lrg clsts, pool, 
no pets, wlk to shops.

Get phone # address Free. No 
Fee. We have others from 
$550.00  EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SM 2+11/2 $2150.00
Prkg, wd flrs, newly remodeled, 
french doors, no pets.
(310)261-8989

For Rent
NEW STUDIO Apartments 
available from $1295.00 to 
$1355.00. Six blocks from the 
beach. Three blocks from Third 
St. Promenade area!  (310)656-
0311. www.breezesuites.com

PALMS $925.00
2BDR/2BA  Upper unit, beauti-
ful tree lined street, quiet bldg, 
mint condtion, light, crpt, cov-
ered prkng.

Get phone # address Free. No 
Fee. We have others from 
$550.00  EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

PASADENA $700.00
Tranquil 1BDR/1BA, new carpet 
and kitchen flooring, lndry facil.
on premises, air conditioning, 
blcny, crpts, refig., stv.

Get phone # address Free. No 
Fee. We have others from 
$550.00  EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

PASADENA $725.00
Spacious 1BDR/1BA, beamed 
ceilings, very private hardwood 
floors, lrg clsts, Upper unit, air 
conditioning.

Get phone # address Free. No 
Fee. We have others from 
$550.00  EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

S.M. $1700.00 On 18th near 
SM Blvd. 2bdrm, 1.5ba. Town-
house. Appliances, wetbar, fire-
place, private patio, 2-car ga-
rage. Info: (310)828-4481.

SANTA MONICA $1100.00
2+1, r/s, hrdwd flrs, a/c, lndry, 
prkng.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals 

SANTA MONICA $1550.00
N. of Wilshire, contemp., spa-
cious 2BD/2BA, stove, dish-
washer, prkng, pet OK, W/D in 
unit, mini-blinds,  fridge.

Get phone # address Free. No 
Fee. We have others from 
$550.00  EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA $250.00wk 
Dorm-style Hotel, prvt rm, free 
local calls & cable, prkng.

(310)429-9920
Westside Rentals 

SANTA MONICA $2600 
3bdrm/3ba, 827 18th St. #F.
Huge upper apt., fireplace, big 
balcony, NEW carpet, buit-in 
dishwasher & stove, wet bar.
No pets. Parking, 1-year lease, 
1/2 block S. of Montana. Sulli-
van-Dituri Co. (310)453-4342.

SANTA MONICA $795.00  1+1, 
pet ok, r/s, crpt, prkng, util incld.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals 

For Rent
SANTA MONICA $2800.00 
Spacious 3 Bdroom/ 3 full Bath.
Top floor, high ceilings, sunny, 
bright, double patio, views of 
Santa Monica Mountains. Quiet 
neighborhood, North of Wil-
shire. Security parking availa-
ble. (310)451-2178

SANTA MONICA $650.00  Im-
maculate Unit, new carpet, orig-
inal ceramic tile in kitchen and 
bath sperate kitchen, laundry, 
facility, refrig. stove, street 
pkng, pets OK.

Get phone # address Free. No 
Fee. We have others from 
$550.00  EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA $650.00 
Studio, pet ok, r/s, crpt, lndry, 
bright.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals 

SANTA MONICA $775.00
Bachelor, near beach, r/s, flex 
lease, util incld

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals 

SANTA MONICA $800.00  Stu-
dio, good loc, r/s, hrdwd flrs, 
quiet, bright, patio, util incld.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals 

SANTA MONICA $862.00
1+1, pet ok, stv, blcny, pool, 
lndry, prkng.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals 

Santa Monica 1 bedroom.
Brand new building.
microwave,dishwasher, refriger-
ator, stove, berber carpeting, 
large balcony, upper corner 
unit, parking. Available now.
$1250.00 (310)899-9917.

SM $2,400.00 Townhouse Con-
do in condominium complex 
with beautifully kept grounds.
3bdrm/2.5 ba. New carpet & 
paint. Very large unit w/private 
patio, private entry, gated sub-
terranean parking, fireplace, 
dishwasher, stove and storage 
room. 1 year lease, no pets.
(310)396-4443 ext. 102 

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

SM 2+11/2 $2200.00  2 story, 
wood floors, newly remodeled, 
french doors, prkng, no pets.
(310)261-8989

STUDIO CITY $1000.00
1BDR/1BA  New w/d in each 
unit, new bbq and sun patio w/ 
fountain, central air & heat, mir-
rored wardrobe doors.

Get phone # address Free. No 
Fee. We have others from 
$550.00  EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

VENICE/SM $895.00 Large cor-
ner studio, secure building, 
parking, pool. 235 Main St. Se-
nior citizen 62+ only. (310)261-
2093.
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For Rent
STUDIO CITY $850.00
Contempo lower 1BDR/1BA, 
cat ok, D/W, gorgeous bldg, 
gated prkng, patio, A/C, tiled 
kitchen, new lino bath.

Get phone # address Free. No 
Fee. We have others from 
$550.00  EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

VALLEY VILLAGE $750.00
1BDR/1BA, super quiet bldg, 
bbq, vertical blinds, new crpt, 
very clean, pkg, lndry, gated en-
trance, stv. swimming pool.

Get phone # address Free. No 
Fee. We have others from 
$550.00  EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

VENICE $995.00 2bdrm/1ba 
Bright & airy. Quiet upper unit 
w/new carpet and paint. 2 car 
parking off street. Close to 
beach/shops/restaurants. 1 
year lease, no pets. (310)396-
4443 ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $1795.00 
Large upper 1bd/1ba. Com-
pletely restored in smaller build-
ing. 1 block from  beach w/hard-
wood floors, tile bathroom and 
kitchen, new electric & plumb-
ing, dishwasher, W/D, stove, 
fridge. 1 year lease, no pets.
Private garage available.
(310)396-4443 ext. 102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $2,695.00 
Craftsman house, 2bdrm/1.5ba 
with 3 car parking. Hardwood 
floors and tile w/large deck. 1/2 
block from beach. 1 year lease, 
no pets (310)396-4443 ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $825.00 Stu-
dio with ocean view in tudor 
style building. Great location 1/2 
block to the beach. 39 Sunset.
1 year lease, no pets. (310)401-
0027.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $850.00 
Large single 1 block from the 
beach. New carpet and paint, 
bright and airy. 1 year lease, 
no pets. (310) 396-4443 x102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $850.00 Sin-
gle w/lots of charm and original 
hardwood floors. 1 block from 
the beach. Close to shopping 
and restaurants. 1 year lease, 
no pets, paid parking available.
(310)396-4443 ext.102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

For Rent
VENICE BEACH $995.00 Sin-
gle w/ ocean view in historic 
brick building on the beach. Ex-
posed brick walls. Lots of win-
dows and light. Recently re-
modeled w/ new paint and car-
pet. 1 year lease, no pets.
(310)450-1934

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH Bachelor 
$625.00 1/2 block to the beach.
Utilities paid. 1 year lease.
(310)396-4443

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH Large 
1bdrm/1ba apartments. Upper 
unit in large courtyard w/swim-
ming pool, 4 blocks to beach.
Gated private parking, laundry 
room, quiet neighborhood.
(310)396-4443 ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH$2,400.00 
Residential loft, completely ren-
ovated. 1bdrm/2ba, oakwood 
floors, high ceilings, rooftop pa-
tio, balcony, 2 car parking, lots 
of windows, lots of storage.
Great looking unit. 1 year lease, 
no pets. (310)396-4443 x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

W. HOLLYWOOD $1450.00
Townhouse 2BDR/1.5BA. Front 
unit, new paint, new blinds, lots 
of kit. cabinets. Offstreet prkng, 
lndry facilities on premises, 
dishwasher, hrdwd flrs, refriger-
ator, stove.

Get phone # address Free. No 
Fee. We have others from 
$550.00  EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

W. LA $1050.00 Spacious 1 
bedroom apartment. 1616 S.
Bundy Dr. (310)497-4411.

WeHo $750.00 Character, 
gas stove, fridge, carport, lndry, 
secure entry, new crpt, new lino 
flrs, Close to the Grove.

Get phone # address Free. No 
Fee. We have others from 
$550.00  EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

WeHo  $795.00     Spanish
1BDR/1BA, high ceilings, stove, 
fridge, crwn mldngs, w/c, cat, 
carpet.

Get phone # address Free. No 
Fee. We have others from 
$550.00  EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

For Rent
WeHo $750.00 Classic New 
York Style brick bldg, hrdwd 
flrs, PET OK, Stove, Ceiling fan, 
Crwn Molding, Close to shops 
and rest. Pkng avail.

Get phone # address Free. No 
Fee. We have others from 
$550.00  EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

WEST HOLLYWOOD $795.00
Great 1BD/1BA, patio, 2 units 
avail., patio, hrdwd floors, stv, 
fridge, Spanish style.

Get phone # address Free. No 
Fee. We have others from 
$550.00  EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

MDR PENINSULA: $3,595 
Beach front 2+2 w/patio. 2 park-
ing, updated kitchen, marble 
entry. Sammy (310)454-6095, 
(310)418-0089 Cell.

SANTA MONICA $795.00
Lower Unit, Part. Furn., safe 
neighborhood, bright, full kitch-
en, off of Wilshire Blvd., utils.
inc., amenities include Street 
parking, lndry facilities, crpts, 
furnished, refrig., stv, storage.

Get phone # address Free. No 
Fee. We have others from 
$550.00  EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SM $2500 1bdrm, ocean view, 
designer furnished, marble 
bath, granite kitchen. (310)721-
4824.

Houses For Rent
SANTA MONICA $1025.00
Cottage, 1+1, great loc, r/s, pa-
tio, bright, prkng.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals 

SANTA MONICA $795.00  
Fourplex, studio, pet ok, r/s, 
hrdwd flrs, bright.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals 

SANTA MONICA $850.00
Guest House, 1+1, pet ok, r/s, 
near beach, quiet, prkng.

(310)395-7368
Westside Rentals 

VENICE CANALS House 
$3,250 3bdrm/2ba, 2 car ga-
rage, canal front patios and 
views, fireplace. Great location! 
Repainted inside and out, new 
carpet downstairs, new wood 
trim, new garage door, new 
deck, new windows. 1 year 
lease. No pets. (310)396-4443 
ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

Commercial Lease

3RD STREET Promenade of-
fice suite available. Great for 
entrepreneur or small business.
Call (310)613-1415

Commercial Lease

ABBOT KINNEY Design Offi-
ces, 1,2,3,4 decks, views, kitch-
ens. 500-10,000sq./ft. 2 blocks 
from beach. Call for pricing.
(310)399-9371

NEWLY DECORATED office.
610 sq./ft., two private bath-
rooms. 1424 4th St., Santa 
Monica 90401 (310)276-3313.

OFFICE AVAILABLE in 5 office 
suite. 1121 4th St., SM. Law/Li-
brary, (West), reception, copier, 
fax. $825/mo. with secretary 
desk. Marcia, Agt. (310)394-
4492.

VENICE: LOFT office space.
900 or 1800 sq. ft. Parking & 
bathroom. Wood floors & sky-
lights. 215 Windward. $1900 or 
$3900. (310)567-9262.

Real Estate Loans
0 POINTS REFINANCING
through small town company 
with competent , honest broker 
and low overhead. Low rates! 
(530)604-7929.

Vehicles for sale
1994 Ford Escort LX Compact 
Station Wagon - 106,000 miles, 
CD player, good condition, 
$2,200. Contact Nina at 
(310)395-7321.

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal 
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Non-sexual.
Introductory specials from 
$45.00/1hr. In/out. Lynda, 
L.M.T. (310)749-0621

ERIC: CERTIFIED Massage 
Therapist. (310)877-3412

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong 
and tender relaxing bodywork 
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

ITALIAN MALE
Therapeutic/Sensual CMT 
90/min, w/table, late night, 
in/out. (213)303-8773

MASSAGE  ENJOY a really 
great, amazing and wonder-
ful full body massage.
Swedish, deep-tissue and 
Tantra. (Platonic only!) No 
time limit. Will come to you.
24/7  Cute, slim, fit, petite 
mature chocolate. 14 
years experience.
$125/hour. Female diver 
w/car wanted. Dolly’s pager 
(310)358-6535.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with a ther-
apeutic Swedish/Deep-tissue 
massage. Laura (310)394-2923  
(310)569-0883.

STRETCH-U-OUT SENSUAL
full body massage by athletic 
male. In/Out Eric (310)815-
1222.

STRONG & SOOTHING deep-
tissue massage. Near Prome-
nade. Intro: $35/90min. Paul:
(310)741-1901.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE,
Swedish, Accupressure, 
Deep-tissue, Sports Mas-
sage, Reflexology. For apt 
call Tracy at (310)435-0657.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE.
Sweedish, Deep-Tissue, Sports 
Massage. Intro: $35/hour.
(CMT) Vlady (310) 397-7855

Announcements
ASSISTANCE LEAGUE OF 

SANTA MONICA
Visit our bargain bazaar at 1453 
15th St. Very reasonable prices.
(310)395-2338

"I sold it one day! When I put 
my futon for sale in the Daily 
Press, it took me one day to 
sell it...thanks!"  -Nina Stewart, 
Santa Monica.

Services

FULL SERVICE MOVERS
LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE &

STORAGE SINCE 1978

800-489-0495
SAVE MONEY WITH US

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 men, $50 per hour. Fully insured.
We make it EZ. Free prep. & boxes.
Discount for handicap & seniors.

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
$3000 OFF with this ad 

(323) 263-2378 or (800) 2GO-BEST

LYCOS
Pet Walk / Pet Taxi

Daily 323.600.2363

Hardwood Floors
• Installation
• Refinishing
• Repairs

Quality Work at a Great Price

Insured & Licensed

818-981-4049

PSYCHIC DAVE - Future for-
casting in love and money.
Dave was a regular on “Beyond 
with James Van Praagh”
(323)610-0161.
psychicdave@aol.com.

SEX THERAPY Enhance de-
sire, intimacy, passion and 
sensual pleasure. Surro-
gates & Training available.
AASECT Cert. Bryce Britton, 
MS (310)450-5553

GOT MOLD?
Call L.A.’s Leading

Mold Inspection and
Remediation Company

310.823.MOLD
(6653)

LIC.#810886

Business Services

HOW can you get the power 
of email working for your 
business?

Great Big Noise
www.greatbignoise.com

Computer Services
NEED HELP with your PC &/or 
the internet? Call your computer 
helper. All welcome. (310)236-
1474.

PC PARAMEDIC          
Computer & Networking Serv-
ices. Home/Small Business.
Weekdays & Weekends.
(310)576-7519.

Yard Sales
W. LA January 25-26. 9am to 
3pm. Hip clothing, housewares, 
collectibles. 1539 Brockton Ave.
near Bundy.

WOMEN MOUNTAIN Bike, fu-
ton, couch bed, kitchen applian-
ces, dishes & miscellaneous.
January 25 & 26. 9am to 3pm.
327 12th Street.

Announcements

Classified
Advertising
Conditions :REGU-
LAR RATE: 2.50 a
day. Ads over 15 words
add 20 per word per
day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve
consecutive days. PRE-
MIUMS: First two
words caps no charge.
Bold words, italics,
centered lines, etc.
cost extra. Please call
for rates. TYPOS:
Check your ad the first
day of publication.
Sorry, we do not issue
credit after an ad has
run more than once.
DEADLINES: 4:00
p.m. prior the day of
publication except for
Monday’s paper when
the deadline is Friday
at 4:00 p.m. PAY-
MENT: All private
party ads must be pre-
paid. We accept
checks, credit cards,
and of course cash.
CORRESPONDENCE:
To place your ad call
our offices 9 a.m. to 5
p.m., Monday through
Friday, (310)458-7737;
send a check or money
order with ad copy to
The Santa Monica
Daily Press, P.O. Box
1380, Santa Monica,
CA 90406 or stop in at
our office located at
1427 Third Street
Promenade, Ste. 202.
OTHER  RATES: For
information about the
professional services
directory or classified
display ads, please call
our office at (310)458-
7737.
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Calendar items are printed free of charge as a service to our readers. Please submit your items to todayspaper@smdp.com for consideration. Calendar events are limited by space, and will be run at the discretion of the Calendar Editor.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 2003
LOEWS CINIPLEX BROADWAY CINEMA
1441 Third St. at Broadway 
About Schmidt (R) 12:30, 3:30, 6:45, 9:45.  Two
Weeks Notice (PG-13) 11:00, 1:45, 4:30, 7:15,
10:00. The Hours (PG-13) 11:15, 2:00, 4:45, 6:30,
7:30, 9:15, 10:15.

MANN CRITERION
1313 Third St.
Adaptation (R) 12:30, 3:45, 7:30, 10:35.
Confessions of a Dangerous Mind (R) 1:00,
4:00, 7:05, 10:00. Gangs of New York (R) 11:30,
3:15, 7:00, 10:30. Harry Potter and the Chamber
of Secrets (PG) 11:00am. Main in Manhattan
(PG-13) 2:30, 7:45. Narc (R) 11:45, 2:25, 5:15,
8:00, 10:40. National Security (PG-13) 11:15,
1:45, 4:15, 5:10, 7:15, 9:45, 10:25.

AMC THEATRE SM 7
1310 3rd Street
Just Married (PG-13) 2:00, 4:35, 7:05, 9:35. The
Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers (PG-13)
1:20, 5:00, 8:45. Catch Me If You Can (PG-13)
1:05, 4:05, 7:10, 10:10. Chicago (PG-13) 1:45,
4:45, 7:40, 10:15. 25th Hour (R) 1:15, 4:15, 7:15,
10:10. A Guy Thing (PG-13) 2:15, 4:55, 7:30,
10:00. Kangaroo Jack (PG) 1:00, 3:10, 5:20, 7:35,
9:45.

LANDMARK NU-WILSHIRE
1314 Wilshire Blvd.
Antwone Fisher (PG-13) 1:00, 4:00, 7:30, 10:30.
The Pianist (R) 12:30, 3:45, 7:00, 10:15.

LAEMMLE MONICA
1332 2nd St.
City of God (R) 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 10:00. Far From
Heaven (PG-13) 1:30, 4:15, 7:10, 9:55. Frida (R)
1:45, 4:30, 7:15, 10:05. The Quiet American (R)
1:45, 4:20, 7:00, 9:40.

AERO THEATER
1328 Montana Ave.
My Big Fat Greek Wedding (PG) 5:30, 7:30,
9:30.

TODATODAYY

Artful Science: The Social-Cultural Relationship Between Built and
Natural Environments. Sam Francis Gallery at Crossroads School in
Santa Monica presents an exhibition of drawings, paintings, photo-
graphs, and sculpture. Mon-Fri, 10am to 4pm through February 14.
1714 Twenty-First St., 2nd Floor, Peter Boxenbaum Arts Building. For
more information please call (310)829-7391 ext. 425.

Dharma at the Clubhouse.  A weekly book and multi-media study
group, no fee.  Applying studies of Buddhism-Dharma into our daily
lives.  Every Thursday night at the Clubhouse at Douglas Park, 25th &
Wilshire.  7:30 to 9pm.  Dan (310) 451-4368  www.santamoni-
cakksg.org

O'Briens Irish Pub, 2941 Main St., Santa Monica, pours A Pint of
Funny, every Thurs., 8 p.m. FREE! (310)396-4725.

Gotham Comedy Night! Standup at Gotham Hall, 1431 3rd St.
Promenade,  Santa Monica; every Thursday, 7:30 pm, $5.00 + 2 item
min. 21/ over.  (323) 525-5254

Unurban Coffee House presents Komedy Crunch every Thursday
evening. Showtime is 7pm. 3301 Pico Blvd. (310)315-0056

Senior Suppers - Discounted meals for people AGE 55 or older are
served daily, from 3:30 p.m. To 7 p.m., in the cafeteria at Santa
Monica-UCLA Medical Center, 1250 16th Street in Santa Monica.
$3.69 Info only: (310)319-4837.

FRIDAFRIDAYY

Santa Monica High School Theater Arts Department presents

Romeo & Juliet. Friday and Saturday nights at 8:00pm. November

22nd through December 21st. $10.00 for students, children, and sen-

iors, $15.00 for adults. Humanities Center Theater at Santa Monica

High School, 601 Pico Blvd. For more information please call

(310)458-5939.

MAGICOPOLIS presents HOCUS POCUS! (Fish Bones Choke

Us). The stage explodes with a colorful mix of Magic, Special Effects,

Sleight of Hand, Comedy and Music that's sure to delight audiences of

all ages. At MAGICOPOLIS, 1418 Fourth Street, Santa Monica.

Fridays & Saturdays at 8pm, $20. Saturday & Sundays at 2pm, $15. For

tickets call 310-451-2241.

Santa Monica Strutters, a FREE program sponsored by UCLA

Healthcare's 50-Plus Program! Walking programs for adults 50 or

older looking for safe, low-impact exercise in a comfortable environ-

ment. The Santa Monica Strutters meet Mondays, Wednesdays, and

Fridays, from 8 a.m. To 10 a.m., at Santa Monica Place, Fourth St. and

Broadway Ave. in Santa Monica.

Senior Suppers - Discounted meals for people AGE 55 or older are

served daily, from 3:30 p.m. To 7 p.m., in the cafeteria at Santa

Monica-UCLA Medical Center, 1250 16th Street in Santa Monica.

$3.69 Info only: (310)319-4837.
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Ring found in pipes
By The Associated Press

LUFKIN, Texas — Rebecca Tarver Robins once
again has the high school ring that she lost in 1965.

The 55-year-old Lufkin resident received a telephone
call Sunday evening asking her if she’d lost her senior
ring from Hudson High School.

“I was at the sink brushing my teeth or something. I
had taken the ring off and it fell straight down the drain.
I went and told my dorm mom. The next day, a plumber
was in there blowing the lines out. I could just hear it
clinking all the way to the septic system,” Robins told
the Lufkin Daily News for Tuesday editions.

University plumber Duane Frazar found the ring last
week while replacing old pipes. He had his secretary
contact Donny Webb, the high school principal at
Hudson, about 5 miles outside Lufkin.

A Hudson teacher who lives in Nacogdoches picked
the ring up and brought it to Webb, who then realized
the initials on the female class ring were “R.A.T.”
Skimming through the 33 names listed in the 1965
Hudson High School yearbook, Webb found two possi-
ble matches.

It was Helen Weeks, a member of that graduating
class, who tracked down Rebecca Ann Tarver Robins
and made the call Sunday night.

The ring no longer fits, Robins said, but she’s think-
ing about having it resized.

Swimming for a cause
By The Associated Press

KELLER, Wash. — A swimmer neared the halfway
point in a 1,250-mile journey down the Columbia River
— a trip designed to raise awareness of its pollution lev-
els and to encourage a cleanup.

Christopher Swain of Portland, Ore., began his swim at
Columbia Lake, near the British Columbia-Alberta border,
last June. He said he was about on schedule for the journey
that will eventually spill him out into the Pacific Ocean.

The 24-year-old has been swimming about 10 days a
month during the winter, spending six to eight hours in
the water each day. A support team, including an inflat-
able boat, accompanies him.

Swain faces considerable hazards, including rapids
and tricky currents. Nearer the mouth of the river there
are container ships to dodge, as well as sharks where the
river meets the sea. And there are personal watercraft,
barges and pleasure boats.

“I’m going to be swimming through water that runs
with everything from arsenic to zinc,” Swain said at the
start of his journey. “It’s just a matter of picking your
poison. Heavy metals we’ve got, radioactive isotopes,
human sewage we’ve got.”

Snoopy freed
By The Associated Press

KEY LARGO, Fla. — A 4-foot-long nurse shark
named Snoopy, kept for three years in a suburban
Detroit billiards bar aquarium, was freed in the Florida
Keys National Marine Sanctuary on Monday.

Marine Mammal Conservancy director Rick Trout
carefully cradled Snoopy as he slipped into the ocean
above the City of Washington, a 100-year-old historic
military shipwreck about 6 miles off Key Largo.

Trout kept control of the female shark, which is
sporting a bright red identification tag on its front dorsal
fin, until they reached the wreck and she was allowed to

swim free. Trout and other divers then watched Snoopy
for about 30 minutes to make sure she was OK.

Snoopy was about a foot long when she arrived at the
Fifth Avenue Billiards in Novi, Mich., in 1999. She
shared a 500 gallon aquarium with another shark and
other fish. Snoopy flourished on a diet of calamari,
shrimp and occasionally, other inhabitants.

When Snoopy grew too large for her home, manager
Jeff Rospierski said he and other bar staffers began a
quest to find her a new home. Contact was eventually
made with the conservancy in Key Largo, which coor-
dinated the release.

Senior citizen carded
By The Associated Press

OAK CREEK, Wis. — Don Meyer was a little
annoyed when a Pick ’n Save clerk here recently carded
him in the liquor store.

He wasn’t just upset because they carded him while
he was buying nonalcoholic beer. He was upset because
he’s 76 years old.

“I tell you, I was really ticked off — this little-by-lit-
tle chipping away at your rights,” the World War II vet-
eran said.

Meyer won’t be the only senior citizen getting carded
now that 11 Pick ’n Save stores in Wisconsin have begun
requiring clerks to card everyone who tries to buy alcohol.

Most alcoholic-beverage retailers ask for identifica-
tion from patrons who appear younger than 30 or 40, but
Pick ’n Save officials say they wanted to eliminate the
chance of selling to someone underage.

“We’ve had a few complaints,” said Robert Mariano,
president and chief executive officer of Pick ’n Save’s
parent company, Roundy’s Inc. “People may not like it,
but they understand what we are trying to do. We’re just
trying to do the right thing.”

Milwaukee Attorney Michael A.I. Whitcomb, who
represents many clients with liquor licenses, said he has
never heard of a store carding everyone.
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BY ROGER ALFORD
Associated Press Writer

PIKEVILLE, Ky. — More than a century after the last
shots were fired in America’s most storied feud, the
Hatfields and McCoys went before a judge Wednesday to
try to resolve a dispute over access to a graveyard.

“Relatives have an unquestionable right to visit the
graves,” said Della Justice, an attorney representing
McCoy descendants who sued Hatfield descendants for

the right to visit the small cemetery on an Appalachian
hillside in eastern Kentucky.

The graveyard holds the remains of six McCoys,
including three who were tied to pawpaw trees and exe-
cuted by the Hatfields in 1882.

McCoy descendants claim they have not been able to
visit the cemetery in more than three years because it is
on land owned by a Hatfield heir and the driveway lead-
ing to the graves has been marked “No Trespassing.”

Circuit Judge Charles E. Lowe Jr. did not immediate-
ly issue a ruling.

The feud between the McCoys of Kentucky and the
Hatfields of West Virginia is believed to have begun in
the 1870s over a stolen pig and escalated over timber
rights. By 1888, at least 12 people had died as a result of
the shooting war. The violence ended by 1900 and the
two families have held joint reunions.

The cemetery case has generating widespread public-
ity that some hope will draw tourists to the area, though
the families are focusing on the dispute.

“This is not about publicity,” said Ron McCoy of

Durham, N.C., one of the plaintiffs. “I would have to be
a marketing genius to get the kind of international press
we’re getting here.”

McCoy said the cemetery is too important historically to
remain closed to the public. He and a cousin, Bo McCoy of
Waycross, Ga., filed the suit against the Vances.

John Vance, a Hatfield descendant, had posted the “no
trespassing” signs. The judge granted an injunction earli-
er this year giving temporary access until the court could
decide the issue.

Ron and Bo McCoy, organizers of the annual Hatfield-
McCoy Reunion Festival in Pikeville, want the cemetery
to be part of a tour that would highlight points of interest
related to the feud. Economic development officials in
Pikeville hope the feud sites and cemeteries will draw
tourists to the mountain communities.

Larry Webster, an attorney for the Vances, said the
cemetery has not had a burial in 114 years. He contends
the McCoys lost the right to visit the cemetery when they
abandoned it, and he accused the family of trying to cap-
italize on its tourist potential.

Hatfields and McCoys appear before judge in dispute

By The Associated Press

CARPINTERIA — It turns out Santa was too big for
his bridges.

Workers preparing a 5-ton plaster-and-chicken wire
statue of St. Nick, a Highway 101 landmark for a half-
century, for a move to Oxnard concluded Tuesday that
the 22-foot-high Santa was too tall to clear overpasses
and power lines along the 30-mile route.

Movers considered laying the huge statue face down
on a flatbed trailer but decided, after inspecting his
crudely braced interior, that Santa had to remain upright
to remain intact.

The solution? Workers lopped off the 5-foot plywood
base painted to look like a red-brick chimney.

“We saved Santa, we couldn’t save the chimney,” said
Mike Barber, board president of the Garden Acres
Mutual Water Co. near Oxnard, on whose land the unique
statue will soon reside. “He just won’t be as tall. He’ll be
17 feet instead of 22.”

Moving the bulky statue south on Highway 101 is the
job of Specialty Crane and Rigging of Goleta, the same
firm that hoisted Santa from the roof of a Santa Claus
Lane candy shop last March. Santa’s been stored in a
driveway behind the building awaiting a new home.

The California Highway Patrol will escort the truck
bearing Santa down Highway 101 on Friday or Monday.
The water company, which owns a freeway-adjacent par-
cel on Del Norte Road, plans to spend up to $5,000 to
install a concrete foundation, lighting and landscaping.

Chimney cut out from under Santa

By The Associated Press

NEW YORK — City leaders on Wednesday gave the
artist Christo the go-ahead to install 16-foot-tall gates of
billowing saffron-colored cloth along miles of Central
Park walkways for two weeks in 2005.

The artist, best known for wrapping silver fabric
around the German Reichstag in 1995 and opening 3,100
brightly colored umbrellas across valleys in Japan and
California in 1991, first sought approval for the Central
Park display over two decades ago.

Christo and his wife, Jeanne-Claude, will fund the
project and give the city $3 million.

They plan to hang synthetic woven cloth from 7,500
gates along 23 miles of pedestrian walkways in the park
in February 2005, Mayor Michael Bloomberg
announced.

“During these trying times when our natural instincts
are to retreat to the comfortable and familiar, we have to
reassert the daring and the imaginative spirit that differ-
entiates New York from any other city,” Bloomberg said.

The project, now titled “The Gates, Central Park, New
York, 1979 to 2005,” was rejected in 1981. The initial
proposal called for twice the number of gates.

Christo art project
for Central Park


