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LOS ANGELES Bobby Shriver, the former
Santa Monica mayor and the nephew of
President John F. Kennedy, has entered the
race for Los Angeles County supervisor.

Shriver says he wants to tackle tough
problems in the county of 10 million people,
which suffers from strangled traffic and a
rising homeless rate.

In a statement to reporters Tuesday he
says he comes from a family tradition “of
making a difference in people’s lives.”

The 59-year-old Shriver is seeking to rep-
resent a district of 2 million residents
stretching from the Pacific Ocean to
Los Angeles’ San Fernando Valley.

Other candidates include former state
lawmaker Sheila Kuehl, West Hollywood
Councilman John Duran and former Malibu
Mayor Pamela Conley Ulich.

He is the eldest child of the late R. Sargent
Shriver and Eunice Kennedy Shriver.

BY DAVID MARK SIMPSON
Daily Press Staff Writer

BERGAMOT AREA Santa Monica’s most
influential political party is asking City
Council to reject a major development next
week.

The Santa Monicans for Renters’ Rights
(SMRR) steering committee, who’ve
backed all but one of the current council
members, voted unanimously to oppose
the Hines project citing traffic as their main
concern.

On Tuesday, council will vote on the
proposed 472 apartments, 374,434 square
feet of creative office space, 15,500 square
feet of restaurants, and 13,891 square feet
of retail proposed for a 7-acre plot of land
off of 26th Street and Olympic Boulevard.

Santa Monicans are currently struggling
with increased development, citing con-
cerns about traffic congestion and the loss

of ocean breezes and views of the Pacific.
They are trying to find a balance that pre-
serves the low-rise character but also makes
room for future need, whether that be
housing or commercial space for the next
generation of families and workers. There
are more than 30 projects in the pipeline
that could add nearly 3 million square feet
of new residential, office and retail space.

The area around the proposed Hines
development is one of the most traffic-
heavy in the city, with drivers spending
roughly an hour stuck in traffic as they
make their way to Interstate 405 after work,
SMRR committee members said in their
release.

The large amount of office space will
exacerbate the traffic problems, SMRR offi-
cials said. A housing development, they
said, would generate less traffic.

“It is true that the Exposition Light Rail
project will contribute to a reduction in

current traffic and will mitigate some of the
new traffic from this project,” SMRR offi-
cials said in a release about the public tran-
sit project now under construction in Santa
Monica. “But neither we nor our commu-
nity have confidence that this relief will by
itself be enough to make this project’s bur-
den tolerable.”

They asked council to “commit itself to
restraint on major developments that gen-
erate significant traffic” until the light rail is
open and the impacts are clear.

Councilmember Bob Holbrook, whose
term expires this year, is the only council
member not endorsed by SMRR.

Councilmember Kevin McKeown,
whose term also expires this year, agrees
with SMRR’s take.

“It is simply too big and generates too
many impacts for our community to

SEE HINES PAGE 8

BY DAVID MARK SIMPSON
Daily Press Staff Writer

SMO It’s not too late and it’s not too early,
attorneys representing City Hall said of a
lawsuit over the Santa Monica Airport.

City Hall filed a response Friday to the
Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA)
motion to dismiss the dispute over the air-
port. City Hall is asking for that motion to
be squashed.

In October, city officials filed a lawsuit

SEE SMO PAGE 8

Daniel Archuleta daniela@smdp.com
EVEN WORSE? Traffic stacks up on Tuesday afternoon at the corner of 26th Street and Olympic Boulevard. 
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Wednesday, Jan. 22, 2014

Ewww, but cool
Montana Library

1704 Montana Ave., 3:45 p.m.
Learn how to create your own

slime. Ages 6-10. For more informa-
tion, visit smpl.org.

Planning Commission meets
City Hall

1685 Main St., 6 p.m.
Santa Monica’s Planning

Commission will hold a special
meeting to discuss the Draft Zoning

Ordinance, which will help guide
development in the city by the sea.

For more information, visit
smgov.net.

Strum away
Main Library

601 Santa Monica Blvd., 7 p.m.
The Artisan Guitar Ensemble will be
performing works by John Dowland,

J.S. Bach, Edvard Grieg, Isaac
Albeniz, Paulo Bellinatti and Joaquin

Turina. Cost: Free. For more 
information, visit smpl.org.

Under the big top
Santa Monica Pier

Times vary
Cirque du Soleil returns to Santa

Monica. This time around, the world
famous troupe presents “Totem,”
an artistic look at mankind’s evolu-

tion. For more information, visit
cirquedusoleil.com.

New take on Homer’s classic
The Broad Stage

1310 11th St., 8 p.m.
Homer’s epic poem comes back to
life in a contemporary new telling.
Obie Award-winner Lisa Peterson
directs Tony Award-winner Denis
O’Hare in this show that captures
the battle for Troy. “An Iliad” races

through time and continues to be
relevant to this day. For more infor-

mation, visit thebroadstage.com.

Thursday, Jan. 23, 2014

Planning ahead
Main Library

601 Santa Monica Blvd., 6:30 p.m.
Join the library for a panel presenta-
tion on legal and financial planning
for those over 50. Three local pro-

fessionals, financial planner and
insurance specialist Yechiel S.
Goldberg, elder law attorney
Mitchell A. Karasov, and daily

money manager Natalie Stanger,
discuss various legal and financial
considerations in planning for your

next phase of life. Visit smpl.org for
more information.

Barbie comes home
Santa Monica Place

Third Street and Broadway
Otis and Mattel partnered in a

unique creative collaboration among
students from five different creative

disciplines to celebrate Malibu’s
most fashionable resident, Barbie,
as she renovates her new home.

The show entitled, Barbie's
Housewarming Party, will feature
work created by Otis students. 

For more information, visit
otis.edu/barbie.

Eat up
Citywide

Times vary
Some of Santa Monica’s best eater-

ies are taking part in this year’s
dineLA’s Restaurant Week. There
are special offerings and special

prices for the occasion. dineLA runs
through Jan. 31. For more informa-

tion, visit santamonica.com/
visitors/where-to-eat/dinela.GGERMANN CARR SERVICE

Porsche • VW • Audi • BMW • MINI

FIRST TIME CUSTOMERS ADDITIONAL 10% OFF WITH THIS AD! 

2143 PONTIUS AVE., WEST L.A. | (310) 477-2563

� Best alternative to high dealer prices
� Complete service and repair
� 6 month or 6000 mile guarantee
� Locally owned and operated since 1965

Come rediscover a Santa Monica Classic
ENJOY THE BEAUTIFUL OCEAN BREEZE ON OUR REMODELED OUTDOOR PATIO

"LUNCH ON SUNDAYS" FEATURING
HAPPY HOUR $2 HOT DOGS W/ FILET MIGNON CHILI

HAPPY HOUR  5-7PM EVERYDAY

2442 MAIN ST. | 310-452 1934 
Ron Schur, Captain

STEAKS • FRESH FISH • FULL BAR

Cosmetic Consultation

Check our monthly promotions on our website www.santamonicatoothdr.com

2222 SANTA MONICA BLVD, SUITE 202, SANTA MONICA, CA 90404

Come see Dr. Ali Mogharei and staff.
For a makeover of a life timeAli Mogharei DDS

(310) 829-2224

We are offering a cosmetic
consultation or New Patient
exam with
x-rays for

$100
.00

MODERN, COMFORTABLE AND RELAXED ATMOSPHERE

Gentle Dentistry | Sedation Available | Digital Technology | Smile Makeover | Flexible Financing

• Mommy makeovers
• Getting married
• New career
• Celebrations
• Just want to feel good

This is a value of $350.00

Realtors and Mortgage Brokers
Fix your clients credit in as few as 45 days!

Local credit professional can remove
INQURIES • LATE PAYS • LIENS • JUDGMENTS

Guaranteed Improvement or your money back.
FREE CONSULTATION, GET STARTED TODAY!

www.fixyourcreditconsulting.com • 310-447-8274
Sandra Ruiz |  Repairing Credit since 2003  |  SAMOHI ALUMNI
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Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
SO FRESH: Shoppers buy fresh apples from Ha Farms at the Dowtown Santa Monica Farmers Market.

TOM VERDIN
Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. Officials with California’s health
insurance exchange Tuesday said about 625,000 people have
signed up for an individual or family policy under the feder-
al health care reforms, but enrollments for Latinos and
younger people continue to lag expectations.

Younger people are crucial for the private insurance mar-
ket. Insurers need them to balance out the number of older
customers, who are more likely to use health services.

About 25 percent of those choosing an insurance plan are
in the 18- to 34-year-old group, below the roughly 36 per-
cent that Covered California, as the exchange is called, even-
tually wants to see.

Covered California Executive Director Peter Lee said he is
not concerned about the initial enrollment numbers among
that demographic.

“We’re optimistic, but we think we’re in a very good
place,” he said during a news conference.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SACRAMENTO, Calif. Most callers needing help with unem-
ployment benefits just get a recording at the California
Employment Development Department, a newspaper
reported Tuesday.

As many as 90 percent of callers seeking information
about missed payments or unprocessed claims are directed
to the department website or an automated self-service
phone number instead of reaching a live worker, the
Los Angeles Times said (http://lat.ms/1jkN17m), citing

agency phone records.
In many cases, the callers are redirected to options they

already tried without success, the Times said.
“I’m overdue on every bill I have due to the negligence or

incompetence” of the department, said Robert Rowe, a laid-
off aerospace worker whose $450-a-week payments stopped
in December.

Rowe, 55, said he’s behind on mortgage payments and car
payments and is having trouble paying for insulin to treat his

SEE HEALTH PAGE 9

SEE CALLS PAGE 9

SMC
Learning how to go veggie 

While the rest of America may just be getting hip to
healthy eating, Santa Monicans have been doing it for
years. 

But it can still be challenging navigating the latest fads
and studies on the benefits of sticking to a strict plant-
based diet. Where do you get your protein? How do you
prepare vegan meals that are flavorful as well as healthy?
Which vegetables pack the most punch? 

Santa Monica-based natural foods chef Christine
Oppenheim answers those questions and more with her
new five-week course “Intro to Healthy Eating” at Santa
Monica College Community Education, beginning
Saturday, March 1.

The class focuses on healthy eating fundamentals
through a whole-food, plant-based diet. A plant-based diet
can help improve health and digestion, increase energy,
encourage better sleep, reduce cravings, help with weight
loss, and extend life expectancy, she said.

Course topics include: eating with the season; meet-
ing protein needs with plant-based sources; making
healthy choices when cooking and dining out; using
healthy fats, superfoods, and probiotics; understanding
gluten sensitivity and alternatives to common food
allergies.

Oppenheim also teaches how to shop for the best food
with the class culminating in a visit to a local natural foods
store to see the foods that have been discussed.

Classes are Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., March 1 —
March 29.

To register, call Santa Monica College at (310) 434-
3400, or go online at commed.smc.edu.

Oppenheim is certified as a natural chef from Bauman
College. She also trained as a holistic wellness coach
through the Institute for Integrative Nutrition. For more
information, visit www.veggiefixation.com

— KEVIN HERRERA 
CITYWIDE 
Don’t fall for it 

The Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department says
people have received suspicious phone calls with a caller
representing themselves as LASD personnel and asking
for personal information to help clear up warrants. 

In a news release issued Tuesday, sheriffs warn to
not give out any personal information, such as an
address, Social Security number, and bank account
numbers. The LASD does not solicit warrant informa-
tion by phone. 

Those receiving e-mails asking for personal informa-
tion and money are encouraged to contact the Internet
Crime Complaint Center at www.ic3.gov, a website
jointly sponsored by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) and the National White Collar Crime
Center, which offers Internet crime prevention tips and
an opportunity to file a complaint if you feel you are a
victim of Internet crime.

— KH

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

California health exchange enrollment tops 600K 

Report: Phone calls unanswered at jobless agency 

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
■ Send letters to editor@smdp.com
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OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters 
we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

Breathe, Bill 
Editor:

As a parent who drives her child to school (yes, we
carpool), I feel I need to respond to Bill Bauer’s com-
ments about the “Safe Routes to School” program
(“Teens take planning priority,” My Write, Jan. 20). His
comments are knee-jerk responses to the language of
the plan, apparently without his actually walking the site.

Everyone agrees the traffic situation is dangerous
for students. The Safe Routes plan is funded by a fed-
eral grant that was secured a few years ago by con-
cerned Samohi parents. City traffic planners have
spent over a year reviewing the very limited options
and holding community meetings. This isn’t social engi-
neering, it’s keeping kids out of ambulances.

Making Seventh Street one-way southbound may
add some inconvenience to people driving to Samohi
from neighborhoods south of Pico Boulevard, but that
will be greatly offset by the traffic light at Seventh and
Pico allowing them to now turn east or west. Kids will
now be able to safely cross Pico, and will be protected
after disembarking from buses.

Lincoln and Michigan is already a dangerous inter-
section. Extended left turns for northbound Lincoln,
and time restrictions for right turns on red for south-
bound Lincoln will help. And frankly, if adding two min-
utes to my daily commute saves a life, that’s OK. Take
a breath, for goodness’ sake.

Drivers are also encouraged to drop off students on
Olympic at the guarded entrance, instead of Michigan
and Seventh. As for Mr. Bauer’s comment about “stu-
dents don’t like crossing Fourth Street at Pico and
walking up the hill to classes,” that kind of throw-away
anecdote is useless in a debate about safety. The
entrance to campus on Fourth Street near the
Doubletree, by the way, is hardly steep, and adjacent to
a traffic-light protected crosswalk.

The issue about student parking is indeed a mess,
and should be addressed by a conversation between
City Hall and the SMMUSD. Although it would be nice to
be able to look at Samohi’s traffic situation in its entire-
ty, it has nothing to do with the Safe Routes grant.

No one thinks this is perfect. Anyone who has paid
attention realizes there are very few options for pro-
tecting students from distracted, rushing drivers. This is
the closest we’re going to get. And if someone has a
better plan, let’s hear it now before another kid gets hit.

Paula Goldman
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 
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“GOT MILK?” SOON IT WILL BE, “GOT
water?” But it won’t be funny.

With the West in a 13-year drought and
90 percent of California in severe drought,
our governor has just decided our state is
turning “Brown” after our driest year on
record, ever. Better late than never, I sup-
pose.

In L.A., 3.6 inches of rain fell in 2013,
instead of the “normal” 15 inches. How does
this impact us in Santa Monica? It’s com-
plex, but remember those architects I wrote
about last week, the SM a.r.t. guys (Santa
Monica Architects for a Responsible
Tomorrow)? Their mission statement
reminds us “rainfall is at record lows,” and of
our city’s “goal of becoming water inde-
pendent by 2020.” The city’s Office of
Sustainability and the Environment web
page adds, “and stop importing water to
ensure a safe and reliable supply of water for
generations to come.”

Way too much of the development being
proposed and approved right now flies in the
face of that and other such stated goals,
ignoring plans and regulations drawn up
after extensive public input. Why do we even
consider these proposals, if they don’t con-
form?

Certainly other voices have been raised,
but I’d like to point out that Bob Taylor, a
member of that group of concerned local
architects, has been a broken record on the
issue for as long as I can remember. While
various rooms I’ve been in have gotten heat-
ed debating all the various evils of the pro-
posed developments here, every so often
Bob pipes up and reminds us, what about
water? 

Maybe we don’t need any other criteria.
Let’s just demand of every developer, instead
of “show me the money” (I think that’s been
done), we scream, “show me the water!” If
you can’t — bye, bye.

MY NEW FAVORITE RADIO STATION
It’s far left (of course) on the dial, 88.5,

KCSN-FM, the radio station of Cal State
Northridge. I spend three-fourths of my car
radio time there now. (Sorry 100.3, The
Sound. I still love you but there’s someone
new and exciting in my life. Hey, we’ll still
hang out! Today you seduced me with an
awesome string of Stones. And you never
know how these new loves will go.) 

I hear a lot of things I like on KCSN,
many I’ve never heard before. Their combi-
nation of known favorites (usually deep
cuts, not just the usual hits) plus promising
new discoveries is perfect in my book. They
call their format “smart rock.” Whatever.
“The best independent records and progres-
sive major releases” — better. Especially
since they use the word “records.”

I thought Nic Harcourt, music director
for our own KCRW for 10 years (I did not
enjoy those 10 years), was their music direc-
tor, but he’s not. It’s Mr. Shovel! Mark Sovel
was the music director for the late lamented
Indie 103.1, and sidekick to the irrepressible
ex-Sex Pistol Steve Jones, who had the most
interesting radio show I’ve ever heard. I
think Shovel’s doing a fantastic job. I rarely
hear two songs in a row there I don’t like.
And if I do, it’s back to The Sound. KCRW

— hardly ever, anymore. For news, maybe,
but not for fun or musical enlightenment.
And I must add that I now love the stuff
Harcourt plays. Maybe he was pressured at
KCRW to be hipper, rather than happier.

DO THE RIGHT THING, COPS AND COURTS
Also, last week the two ex-cops from

Fullerton on trial for the beating death of
Kelly Thomas, a mentally ill homeless man,
were found not guilty. Just “doing their job,”
one’s attorney said. The security video that
showed Kelly being Tased, and clubbed to
death, that shocked so many nationwide,
was “not the entire case,” he added.

Thomas’ mother said after the verdict,
“I’m just horrified. They got away with mur-
dering my son.” His father said that everyone
now needs to be afraid. “This is carte
blanche to police officers to do whatever
they want.”

That would be “hyperbolic nonsense,”
according to one reader, who wrote to the
Daily Press about my column about disabled
veteran Brian Beaird, shot to death by three
out of 20 LAPD officers who surrounded his
wrecked car, as he raised his hands in surren-
der. The reader asked if I was “a reckless
driver who habitually speeds through city
traffic, endangering the lives of others,”
when I wrote I would have “mortal fear if
I’m ever again stopped by the police.” No,
I’m not, and still yup on the mortal fear. I
read the news.

I have to disagree slightly with Thomas’
father. I feel some bad police officers already
feel they have carte blanche to do whatever
they want. We see it over and over, every
week, in every part of the country, and I have
yet to read of any perpetrators jailed for
their reprehensible or even murderous
behavior.

On the other hand, sometimes a court
decision gives me hope, as when an appellate
court in Pennsylvania just overturned the
voter suppression laws the GOP there
bragged would assure victory for Mitt
Romney in the last election. (Could have,
but legal challenges put a hold on the new
law.) I was despairing that we were turning
the clock back to the 1950s for voting rights
when so many GOP-controlled states passed
voter suppression laws. How could this be
Constitutional, let alone conscionable?
Turns out they weren’t, and we still seem to
be a nation of laws.

Courts have recently struck down state
laws barring same-sex marriage in two bas-
tions of religious conservatism, Utah and
Oklahoma, as well as other states. And on
Monday, a North Carolina federal judge
threw out the anti-choice law there that
forced women considering abortion to have
an ultrasound and to listen to the state’s (the
GOP’s) religion-based philosophy to dis-
suade them. But with the radical conserva-
tive bent on the Supreme Court, I fear the
outcome of any of them being resolved
there. Still, there is a ray of hope in this new
year.

CCHHAARRLLEESS  AANNDDRREEWWSS  has lived in Santa Monica
for 28 years and wouldn’t live anywhere else in
the world. Really. You can reach him at there-
almrmusic@gmail.com

Charles Andrews Send comments to editor@smdp.com
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In the land of milk, honey, but no H2O

office (310) 458-7737
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LLooookkiinngg  bbaacckk

The 20th anniversary of the Northridge
earthquake brought back vivid memories
for Santa Monicans who experienced it.

SSoo,,  tthhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  QQ--LLiinnee  qquueessttiioonn  aasskkss::

What do you remember most about
the quake and why?

Contact qqlliinnee@@ssmmddpp..ccoomm before FFrriiddaayy  aatt
55  pp..mm.. and we’ll print your answers in the
weekend edition of the Daily Press. You
can also call 331100--557733--88335544.

SOM E PEOPLE HAVE WHAT TH EY
call their “bucket list.” I am not too sure what
this is all about but it seems to me it is a list
of things people would like to do before they
“kick the bucket.” Me, I do not plan to kick
any bucket as long as I am alive. I have other
targets for my kicking.

I understand that the general concept is
there are things people would like to do
before they die and I suppose everyone has
their own list. But I have too many things on
my “to-do-list” from the Gracious Mistress
of the Parsonage. I affectionately refer to this
as the “kick my butt list.”

As long as I have been married, and it
has been longer than I can remember, you
would think I would have come to grips
with this dynamic in the marriage rela-
tionship. To a certain extent, I have. I do
certain things without asking any ques-
tions or even complaining, at least out
loud. What I say under my breath is
between me and myself.

Sometimes we, me and myself, get into
significant arguments. The problem is, I
never know if me is winning or myself? In
one case, there was a tie, but I cannot recall
what it was about.

Lately, I have come up with a novel tactic
in dealing with this scenario. It came to me
quite by accident. You know how it is, you
think of something to say, but usually the
day after you needed to say it. I have great
comebacks to everything I hear except the
fact that the comebacks are usually a day late
and a phrase too short.

I hate it when I am driving down and
think of what I should have said. I have a
whole list of what I should have said to cer-
tain people but it is too late and there is
nothing I can do about it.

Recently I hit the target. (I just hope my
identity has not been hacked!)

It was one day last week when my wife
looked at me and said in one of those tones,
“Have you taken out the garbage?” She is
always surprising me with questions related
to things she has asked me to do. My prob-
lem is my attention span is about as long as
my memory. Personally, I think she takes
advantage of me in this area.

I looked at her with one of my infamous
dummified faces. She responded, “You did
not take out the garbage, did you? You never
do what I ask you to do.”

Without thinking, and I mean it quite lit-
erally, I quipped, “Well, I’ve never robbed a
bank... yet!”

Where that came from, I will never know.
To my recollection, I have never even
thought about robbing a bank. I do not
know where I would start in the first place.

With an astonished look my wife
responded, “What bank have you been
thinking of robbing?”

It worked beautifully. I did not think it
would work as well as it did because I did
not put any forethought into this. However,
it did get her off the topic at hand. For the
next several moments, all she could talk
about was me robbing a bank and the horrif-
ic trouble we would be in if caught.

Any individual successful in life needs to
be able to put forth the proper words. For
me, I found the right words.

Coming in the door the other day I was
greeted with, “Did you get the quart of milk
I asked you to get when you left this morn-
ing?”

Without thinking, which is the beauty of
this strategy, I responded by saying, “No, and
I haven’t robbed a bank yet, either.”

Only one problem with this kind of vic-
tory. Who can I brag to about it? I cannot tell
my wife because then I could not use it any-
more. It is awful to have something that you
cannot share with your significant other. I
am not sure how long I can keep this secret.

The only thing I can do at this point is to
smile. And boy, have I been smiling lately.

No matter what she throws my way, I
respond by smiling and saying, “And I
haven’t robbed a bank yet, either.”

Is it possible to have too much fun? I
mean, as a husband?

All my life I have tried to get the upper
hand and all my life I have not succeeded
only to shake hands with myself. Until
now, that is. How long it will last is any-
body’s guess. I’m just not guessing at this
point.

Sometimes people get depressed about
all the things they have done in life. Some
are pretty bad things. Occasionally, it is
good to think about all the things you have
not done. I may not be as good as I should
be but then again, I am not as bad as I
could be, either. Leastways, I have never
robbed a bank.

Thinking about this I was reminded of
what the apostle Paul said. “Not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but
according to his mercy he saved us, by the
washing of regeneration, and renewing of
the Holy Ghost” (Titus 3:5).

Thankfully, my salvation is not built
upon what I can do, but upon what He has
already done for me.

The Rev. JJAAMMEESS  LL..  SSNNYYDDEERR  is pastor of the
Family of God Fellowship in Ocala, Fla.  Call him
at (866) 552-2543 or e-mail
jamessnyder2@att.net. His web site is
www.jamessnyderministries.com.
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LOS ANGELES Trains are busting out all over
the city that long ago crowned the car king.
The expansion of Los Angeles' public rail
network continued Tuesday with the cere-
monial ground-breaking for a $2.1 billion
project that will bring light rail to some of
the sprawling region's poorest neighbor-
hoods for the first time since streetcars were
ripped out in the 1950s.
Speakers including U.S. Secretary of
Transportation Anthony Foxx said that
when the tracks open in 2019, historically
black areas would see fresh vitality and eco-
nomic opportunity.
"Folks who have been transferring buses
three or four times a day to get to work may
soon be able to find a job right down the
street," Foxx told a crowd of several hun-
dred.
Soon after a round of speeches, construction
equipment began to demolish a nearby
school that will be replaced by one of eight
new stations on the 8.5-mile line.
An important part of the conversation was a
missing mile — the mile between the closest

new station and Los Angeles International
Airport.
Many world cities have extended rail service
directly to passenger terminals. In Los
Angeles, the plan is to build the
Crenshaw/LAX project while transportation
planners sift through various proposals to
connect the new line to the airport with a
yet-to-be-designed — or funded — people
mover.
"LAX, here we come," was the refrain from
members of a local troupe, who entertained
the crowd Tuesday while dancing in reflec-
tive vests and hard hats.
Not quite yet. That light rail-airport connec-
tion is projected for 2028. In the interim,
passengers likely would transfer to shuttles
to reach the terminals.
The Crenshaw/LAX line becomes the third
active rail expansion funded by the Los
Angeles County Metropolitan
Transportation Authority.
Most of the funding comes from local
sources, principally a sales tax increase that
Los Angeles County voters approved several
years ago. The balance is a mix of federal and
state grants or loans.
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FABIOLA SANCHEZ
Associated Press

CARACAS, Venezuela President Nicolas
Maduro has a new villain as he campaigns to
bring down Venezuela’s spiraling crime: TV
soap operas. He accuses them of spreading
“anti-values” to young people by glamoriz-
ing violence, guns and drugs.

The criticism follows attacks last year by
Maduro on violent video games and the
Hollywood movie “Spider-Man.”

On Monday night, his vice president,
Jorge Arreaza, met with broadcast and pay
TV operators to review the prime-time line-
up, warning that they could be in violation
of a 2004 law mandating “socially responsi-
ble” programming. The two sides will meet
in a week with the aim of drafting an agree-
ment on meeting those obligations.

It’s unclear whether the government will
take steps to restrict programming or
impose harsher rules on the soap operas
known as telenovelas, which are hugely pop-
ular across Latin America.

Analysts say arm-twisting is unlikely to
reduce Venezuela’s high homicide rate,
which the United Nations ranks as the fifth
worst globally, and they warn that Maduro’s
campaign could be used as an excuse to fur-
ther gag media criticism of the government.

“It’s a smoke screen to distract attention
away from the real causes” of violence and
crime, said Roberto Briceno Leon of the
Venezuelan Observatory of Violence, which
estimates the country’s murder rate has
quadrupled in 15 years of socialist rule.

Pressure on the government to crack
down on crime heated up this month after
former Miss Venezuela Monica Spear and her
ex-husband were shot to death by robbers,
with their 5-year-old daughter looking on.

The double slaying shocked even
Venezuelans hardened by rampant blood-
shed and put the government on the defen-
sive on an issue that surveys say is the biggest
concern among voters.

In his state of the union speech last week,
Maduro took aim at a popular soap opera,
“De todas maneras Rosa,” produced by
Venevision.

He accused the nation’s biggest broad-
caster of profiting from violence by celebrat-
ing the crimes of one of the melodrama’s
lead characters, Andreina Vallejo, a psycho-
pathic former beauty queen who fatally poi-
sons her own mother to hide the paternity of
her son.

“Mama, everybody in the world knows
that the relationship between parents and
their children is completely accidental,” a

smiling Vallejo says as her mother gasps for
breath in her daughter’s arms.

Alberto Barrera Tyszka, the creator of
several soap operas, said television only
reflects the alarming levels of violence pres-
ent in society and is already tightly regulated
for content deemed unsuitable for minors.
He said Maduro should turn his attention to
the root causes of crime instead.

“It’s ridiculous to blame the violence on
what’s seen for one or two hours a night on
television” said Barrera Tyszka, who also
wrote a biography of Maduro’s predecessor
and mentor, the late Hugo Chavez.

Briceno Leon, whose group tracks
Venezuela’s violence, blamed the country’s
bloodshed on the proliferation of illegal
firearms, between 9 million and 15 million
by the government’s count, as well as the
lack of punishment for those who commit
crimes. He said the government has neglect-
ed security, viewing it until recently as a con-
cern mainly for its political enemies among
Venezuela’s upper classes.

His group estimates more the 24,000 peo-
ple were slain last year in Venezuela, pushing
the homicide rate to 79 per 100,000 inhabi-
tants.

The government disputes those findings,
but has blocked access to official crime sta-
tistics in recent years. Officials say the rate
last year was 39 per 100,000 people, a level
that’s still the highest in South America and
eight times the U.S. rate.

Reflecting high levels of impunity,
Venezuela’s criminal justice system was
ranked the lowest in the world in a recently
published study on the rule of law in 97
countries by the Washington-based World
Justice Project.

Maduro may see putting the blame on
television as an effective political strategy by
focusing attention on the breakdown in
societal and family values, a broader prob-
lem that can entangle all politicians, regard-
less of party affiliation, Briceno Leon said.

Barrera Tyszka, the soap opera creator,
said the president’s campaign also reinforces
government control of the airwaves, provid-
ing it with another tool to bully channels
whose news coverage it frequently attacks as
part of a right-wing conspiracy to destabilize
the nation. Media self-censorship is already
high after several years of the government
imposing multimillion-dollar fines and even
taking channels off the air for allegedly
slanted coverage.

“There are almost no guns in Venezuelan
telenovelas,” he said. “There are a number of
things that aren’t shown for fear of being
fined.”

Venezuela’s president blames
soap operas for crime wave



against the FAA to determine who would
control of the future of the airport and its
227 acres.

Local residents have long complained
about the noise and pollution caused by
SMO. The runway is about 300 feet from
some homes and residents say it’s unsafe.
Last year, a jet carrying four people veered
off the runway and into a hangar killing
everyone on board.

FAA officials filed a motion earlier this
month asking a judge to toss the suit.

If City Hall had an issue with the terms of
the agreement, FAA attorneys said, they
should have made it clear long ago when
they became aware that the federal govern-
ment was interested in the land.

City Hall ceded some control of the air-
port to the federal government during
World War II. City Hall had 12 years to dis-
pute the arrangement, FAA attorneys said.

Attorneys representing City Hall
responded saying that they don’t dispute the
initial arrangement, although they do chal-
lenge the constitutionality of some of the
restrictions, but they do dispute a 2008 claim
made by the FAA.

“The FAA asserted for the first time that
Santa Monica was obligated to operate SMO
as an airport forever or title to the land on
which SMO sits would, inexplicably, revert
to the United States even though the United
States never owned the property,” attorneys
said in the response.

Until 2008, they said, the FAA had recog-
nized City Hall’s ability to reevaluate the
future of the airport.

City Hall’s goal, they said, is to dispute
these recent claims.

City officials do not comment on ongo-
ing litigation.

A response from the FAA is due on
Monday. The federal government declined
to comment on City Hall’s response.

RIPENESS
A clause in a mid-20th century document

says that if City Hall decides to stop operat-
ing the space as an airport, “the title, right of
possession, and all other rights transferred”
revert back to the landowner, attorneys for
City Hall claimed in the original complaint.

Until city officials stop operating the land
as an airport the issue is “unripe” or prema-
ture, the FAA’s motion said.

Attorneys representing the city by the sea
disputed this claim in the most recent brief,
noting that they are seeking “declaratory
relief.”

This asks the courts to clarify its “rights
or obligations before an affirmative remedy
is needed,” they said. For this reason, they
say, the suit is ripe.

LITIGATION IS NECESSARY
City Hall is skipping a procedure that

allows them to ask for more control of the
airport, FAA attorneys said in their motion
to dismiss the suit. Several times throughout
the past half-century, they said, City Hall
asked for and received more control over
parts of the airport property. Instead of a
lawsuit, they said, City Hall should have
done as they’ve done in the past, ask the FAA
for permission.

The FAA has made it clear that no agree-
ments will be made outside of litigation,
attorneys for City Hall said in their response.

“City staff members met with FAA repre-
sentatives several times to convey communi-
ty concerns and the city’s position about
SMO’s future,” attorneys representing City
Hall said. “The FAA was unwilling or unable
to agree to, or even to negotiate on, any com-
promise as to SMO’s future operation.”

City officials have long claimed that its
agreement with the FAA expires in 2015.
FAA officials say its 2023.

A hearing is scheduled for Feb. 10 in a
U.S. District Court.

dave@smdp.com
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accept,” he wrote in an e-mail. “Our neigh-
borhood groups, the Santa Monica
Democratic Club, and the Santa Monica
Coalition for Livable City, among others, feel
the same way.”

McKeown was the only member of the
council to vote against the project in its ini-
tial float-up stage in 2011.

Mayor Pam O’Connor, the other SMRR-
backed candidate whose term expires this
year, could not be reached for comment by
presstime.

The project got the Planning

Commission’s approval last month, despite
three commissioners’ push to make the pro-
posal more housing-focused.

The commission members — Sue
Himmelrich, Richard McKinnon and
Chair Jennifer Kennedy — pushed to
make the project 20 percent smaller.
When that vote failed they pushed to
switch one of the five buildings from
commercial to residential.

City consultants pointed out to the com-
mission that there is a shortage of office
space in Santa Monica. Major companies
like Google and Riot Games have left the city
by the sea for larger office spaces elsewhere.

dave@smdp.com
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The federal government and insurance
companies knew enrollment among certain
groups would not hit the targeted levels “out
of the gate,” he said, while estimating that it
could take a couple of years to get younger
people signed up in robust numbers.

More than half of those enrolling in
California from Oct. 1 through the end of
the year were ages 45 to 64.

Lee said it was too early to tell whether
failing to hit the target for younger people
will affect the policy premiums that insur-
ance companies set for 2015 and beyond.
Insurers already are looking at their risks
and expectations for next year, he said.

“We’re very optimistic ... that plans will
go into 2015 with what we hope will be rea-
sonable premiums,” Lee said.

Insurers similarly say it is premature to
draw conclusions about the mix of enrollees
to date.

“Health plans are focused on the next two
months, not the next two years, in terms of
getting young and, for that matter, older
enrollees into Covered California,” said
Patrick Johnston, chief executive officer of
the California Association of Health Plans,
which represents insurers.

He said insurance companies need a
broad mix of policyholders to ensure finan-
cial stability and are betting that people in
their 20s and 30s will see the value in having
health insurance and participating in a pool
that ultimately will benefit them.

In addition to focusing on younger peo-
ple, Covered California is intensifying its
marketing efforts to Latinos, who represent
a large share of the uninsured.

Statistics released by the exchange
Tuesday show that about 30 percent of those
who have applied for coverage but have not
yet selected a health plan self-identified as

Hispanic, Latino or of Spanish origin. That
compares to the estimate that about 46 per-
cent of Californians who are eligible for a
government subsidy on the health insurance
exchange are Latino.

As of mid-January, Covered California
was about halfway toward meeting its initial
goal of signing up 1.3 million people for
individual policies by the March 31 enroll-
ment deadline. Lee said about three-quarters
of consumers who had selected a plan have
paid their first month’s premium.

While remaining characteristically
upbeat about the rollout of the Affordable
Care Act in California, Lee acknowledged
that many consumers continue to be frus-
trated because of paperwork confusion and
wait times that can reach 45 minutes when
calling the state health exchange.

He said the exchange had been slammed
with people wanting to enroll.

“The volume surprised all of us,” he said.
Other enrollment statistics released

Tuesday by Covered California:
— About 85 percent of people signing up

for coverage on the exchange are eligible for
a government subsidy that lowers premium
costs.

— About 60 percent are selecting a so-
called silver plan, the mid-level insurance
policy to which the subsidies are pegged. The
next most popular policy is the lower-tiered
bronze plan, which has lower premiums but
higher out-of-pocket expenses.

— Four of the 11 companies selling
insurance plans through the exchange
account for 95 percent of all enrollments so
far. They are: Anthem Blue Cross of
California; Blue Shield of California; Health
Net; and Kaiser Permanente.

— An additional 584,000 people who ini-
tially sought insurance through the
exchange were determined to be likely eligi-
ble for Medi-Cal, California’s version of
Medicaid. The state-federal program pro-
vides health insurance for the poor.
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diabetes.
“I haven’t been able to get through to

anyone,” he said. “It’s a chase-the-tail-in-a-
circle thing.”

The troubles with customer service fol-
low the bungled debut of an upgraded com-
puter system four months ago that delayed
payments to about 150,000 people.

The department then began processing
some claims by hand and reassigned
employees from phone lines to speed up that
effort. That placed further strain on a system
that already limited workers to answering
phone calls in the mornings so that they
could perform other duties in the afternoon,
the newspaper said.

From Oct. 6 to Jan. 4, the department
received an average of 3.9 million calls a
week, and 83 percent to 90 percent went
unanswered by a live employee on any given
day, according to agency phone records.

Some callers had to dial more than 40
times to reach an agent.

The federal government covers most of
the state’s cost to administer the unemploy-

ment insurance program, but deep cuts have
reduced the department’s staff from a high
of 3,800 during the recession to 2,500 at the
end of November, spokeswoman Loree Levy
said.

Three hundred positions were lost in the
past three months, Levy said.

“We are not happy about the limited
phone service we offer our unemployment
insurance customers,” Levy said. “We are
struggling to balance the demands of all
workload items within the unemployment
insurance program due to our significant
federal underfunding issues.”

Department Chief Deputy Director
Sharon Hilliard promised to devise a plan to
improve service by the end of March but it
can’t happen without more funding, she said
in a Jan. 7 letter to state Assemblyman Henry
T. Perea, D-Fresno, who chairs the Assembly
Insurance Committee.

“We’ve got to get back to the place where
we actually are dealing with calls in a timely
manner,” Perea said. “The only way we can
do that is by hiring bodies.”

Gov. Jerry Brown’s proposed budget
would provide $64 million to retain staff and
pay overtime in an effort to restore service to
its 2012 level.
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BERNARD CONDON &
STEVE ROTHWELL
AP Markets Writers

NEW YORK The Standard & Poor’s 500 index
logged a small gain Tuesday on a mixed day
for the stock market.

Health-care giant Johnson & Johnson
slipped after it warned that pressure to keep
prices low would likely mean slightly lower
profits than forecast. Delta Air Lines gained
after reporting a better-than-expected profit
in the fourth quarter as fares and traffic rose.

Company earnings were the main focus
for investors Tuesday as there were no major
economic releases. So far, the stock market
has failed to get a big lift from earnings
reports and investors appear to be assessing

the results more critically than they did a
year ago.

“Earnings are coming in and, candidly,
we’re getting a mixture picture for the fourth
quarter so far,” said Jim Russell, an invest-
ment director at U.S. Bank.

The Standard & Poor’s 500 rose 5.10
points, or 0.3 percent, to 1,843.80. The Dow
Jones industrial average fell 44.12 points, or
0.3 percent, to 16,414.44. The Nasdaq com-
posite edged up 28.18 points, or 0.7 percent,
to 4,225.76.

J&J, one of the 30 members of the Dow,
slipped $1.03, or 1.1 percent, to $94.03, help-
ing pull the index lower. Another Dow com-
ponent, Verizon Communications, fell after
reporting its own earnings.

Among the day’s winners were Dow

Chemical and Alcoa.
Dow Chemical rose $2.86, or 6.6 percent,

to $45.93 after hedge fund Third Point LLC
said Tuesday that it has acquired a signifi-
cant stake in the company and wants it to
spin off its petrochemicals division.

Alcoa surged 77 cents, or 6.8 percent, to
$12.13 after analysts at JPMorgan raised
their price target for the stock, predicting
Alcoa will benefit from tightening alu-
minum markets.

After surging almost 30 percent last year,
stocks are starting the year in a more sub-
dued fashion. The S&P 500 is down 0.3 per-
cent for the year.

In bond trading, the yield on the 10-year
Treasury note rose to 2.83 percent from 2.82
percent on Friday. U.S. markets were closed

Monday for the Martin Luther King Jr. Day
holiday.

Among other stocks making big moves:
— Delta increased $1.01, or 3 percent, to

$32.08 after reporting a better-than-expected
profit in the fourth quarter as fares and traf-
fic rose. The airline’s president said demand
was strong, and forecast that profit margins
would increase in the current quarter.

— Expedia dropped $3.02, or 4.2 percent,
to $67.67 after a blog Search Engine Land
reported Expedia online visibility fell dra-
matically, and cited actions taken by Google
to punish companies that it believes are try-
ing to game its search algorithms. Officials
from Expedia did not immediately respond
to requests for comment from The
Associated Press.

CHRISTOPHER S. RUGABER
AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON Hopes are rising that con-
sumers will drive stronger growth in 2014
after they stepped up spending at the end of
last year in the United States and Europe.

The outlook for spending is brightening
even though growth is weakening in some
large emerging economies and slowing the
sales of consumer product giants such as
Unilever and Procter & Gamble.

Several trends are boosting consumer
spending in developed countries: Inflation is
low, enabling shoppers to stretch their dol-
lars, euros and yen. The Federal Reserve, the
Bank of England and other central banks are
keeping interest rates super-low. Those low
rates have made it easier for borrowers to
afford higher-cost items such as cars and
appliances.

Global retail sales growth jumped to a 5.4
percent annual pace in the three months
through November, according to economists
at JPMorgan Chase. And global auto sales
reached an all-time high in December, the
bank said.

“It was a year of big improvement in con-
sumer spending after two years of very weak
growth,” said David Hensley, a global econo-
mist at JPMorgan Chase. “Businesses were
pleasantly surprised by the increase in con-
sumption.”

Even in Europe, where growth remains
slow after the region emerged from its
longest-ever recession last year, consumers
appear willing to spend more. Retail sales
spiked 1.4 percent in November, the biggest
increase in 12 years.

In the United States, Morgan Stanley
economists forecast that consumer spending
rose in the final three months of the year at
its fastest pace in three years.

Consumer spending in Japan could jump
by as much as 7 percent in the first quarter of
2014, JPMorgan calculates. Much of that
gain might reflect greater spending ahead of
an April increase in a national sales tax, from
5 percent to 8 percent. Sales will likely fall
back after that, making it harder to deter-
mine broader trends.

With more consumers willing to open
their wallets, businesses will also likely start
spending more on machinery, computers

and other equipment, Hensley said, provid-
ing an additional spark to growth.

The International Monetary Fund said
Tuesday that it expects world growth to
reach 3.7 percent this year, up from 3 percent
last year. That’s little changed from its
October forecast.

The good news in developed countries is
partially offset by slower growth in many
large emerging economies. Brazil, India and
Turkey have been raising interest rates to
battle high inflation. Both high rates and ris-
ing prices are weighing on consumer spend-
ing in those countries.

For big global consumer product compa-
nies such as Unilever, growth in the U.S. and
Europe hasn’t been improving strongly
enough to offset slowdowns elsewhere. The
company, which makes Ben & Jerry’s ice
cream, Dove soap, and Lipton tea, said sales
fell 3 percent last year to 49.8 billion euros
($67.5 billion). Profit rose 9 percent.

“The growth that you see in the United
States and some people get excited about is
not enough to make a difference” to
Unilever, Chief Executive Paul Polman told
analysts.

Ali Dibadj, an analyst at Bernstein Global
Wealth Management, said Unilever’s results
reflect a broader slowdown in growth for
consumer products that will likely continue
in 2014.

Consumer-product companies have
invested heavily in emerging markets as
growth in developed markets slowed. But
this year, growth will likely pick up in devel-
oped markets and slow in emerging coun-
tries. The sales slowdown will likely force
more cost cuts, Dibadj said.

Procter & Gamble has been implement-
ing a $10 billion cost-cutting program and
trying to adjust its prices to stay competi-
tive. In its most recent quarter, it held or
expanded its market share in two-thirds of
its product categories globally and two-
thirds to 70 percent of categories in North
America.

Cincinnati-based P&G will report its fis-
cal second-quarter results on Friday.
Analysts expect net income of $1.20 per
share, slightly below last year’s $1.22.
Revenue is forecast to come in at $22.36 bil-
lion, up slightly from $22.18 billion a year
ago.

Mixed earnings hold back stocks in United States 

Consumer spending likely to boost growth in 2014 
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Surf Forecasts Water Temp: 59.7°

WEDNESDAY – FAIR – SURF: 3-4 ft waist to shoulder high occ. 5ft
WNW swell continues; Larger sets for standouts with fair-good conditions 

THURSDAY – FAIR – SURF: 3-4 ft waist to shoulder high
Good WNW swell continues; Larger sets for standouts with fair-good conditions; small SW swell 

FRIDAY – FAIR TO GOOD – SURF: 4-6 ft shoulder high to 1 ft overhead
Old WNW swell fades; potential larger/longer period new WNW swell builds in and tops
out; Stay tuned still pending development; small SW swell 

SATURDAY – FAIR TO GOOD – SURF: 4-5 ft shoulder to head high occ. 6ft
Potential good sized WNW continues; Stay tuned still pending development; small SW swell 

S U R F R E P O R T
BARRY WILNER

AP Pro Football Writer

Roger Goodell doesn’t want to stand pat
with the PAT. He’s suggesting potential
changes in the extra point that, well, might
have some legs.

The NFL commissioner says the extra
point kick after touchdowns, which had a
success rate of nearly 100 percent, is too
automatic. Sure is.

And with few teams attempting 2-point
conversion plays until desperation hits late in
games, the old 1-pointer from 20 yards is the
way coaches go. All that does is draw yawns.

So Goodell wonders if the league can add
excitement by making some major adjust-
ments to the extra point, suggesting perhaps
making a touchdown worth seven points
instead of six, with teams having the option
to run a play for another point.

But failing on that play would cost them a
point.

Gimmicky, for sure. But if Goodell likes
the idea ...

A LOOK AT HOW CHANGES TO THE EXTRA POINT
WOULD AFFECT FOOTBALL:

HOW AND WHO?
Passing any changes to the playing rules

in the NFL is, unlike the extra point kick, no
snap.

The competition committee meets with
the players’ union at the NFL combine in
February, where any new proposals or ideas
are discussed. It’s not unusual for the players
to have input in potential adjustments, as
they did recently on defenseless player
penalties.

The powerful committee, chaired by
Atlanta Falcons President Rich McKay,
meets for about a week in early March and
comes up with any proposals, whether from
the teams or union or, yes, the big boss.

At the league meetings later in March, the
committee presents potential changes for
discussion by all 32 owners, who can either
vote on them or table them.

McKay said Tuesday: “We do anticipate
the topic being discussed.”

KICKING AROUND?
The idea of toying with the extra point is

not entirely new. John Mara, owner of the
New York Giants and among the most influ-
ential members of the competition commit-
tee, says “it came up for brief discussion in
past meetings, but no action was taken.”

It took the NFL years to come around on
the 2-point conversion, which can be a pass
or run play from the 2-yard line — and under
Goodell’s apparent preference, could be
worth one point if the kick is eliminated. The
2-pointer existed in the old AFL from 1960-
69, and college football has had it since 1958.

But it was defeated several times in NFL

owners’ votes before it passed in 1994 as part
of a package of changes to help the offenses.

YEA AND NAY
Coaches will hate any changes, particu-

larly ones that would mean more decisions
for them to make. They so rarely go for the
2-pointers until the fourth quarter, and are
reluctant to do so then because, well, there’s
nothing automatic about those attempts.
Indeed, less than half (33 of 69) worked in
2013.

“I will say this: Since 2000, I believe, over
99 percent of the extra points are made,”
Falcons coach Mike Smith said. “It’s almost a
given that it is going to be made. I’m sure
that the competition committee will address
it. As a coach you have to play how the rules
are.”

Short-yardage backs such as All-Pro full-
back Mike Tolbert of Carolina shouldn’t
mind the elimination of PAT kicks. Nor
should running quarterbacks such as Russell
Wilson, Colin Kaepernick and Cam Newton,
whose improvisational skills would be a
huge advantage.

Kickers? They probably will shrug and
practice their field goals — which is what
they normally do regarding extra points any-
way.

WHO STAYS, AND WHY
Rosters would get slight revamping, with

teams likely keeping at least one power back
active every week and having two on the ros-
ter. Often, those guys also play on special
teams, so their presence wouldn’t throw a
lineup out of whack.

PRACTICE WON’T MAKE PERFECT
Teams would work even more on their

short-yardage packages, beginning in train-
ing camp. They would use their PAT offens-
es in other situations on the field in games,
too.

While going for a fourth-and-2 near mid-
field is less rare than it once was, it might
become all the more common when coaches
know the more times they attempt such
plays, the more seasoned their players will be
when trying for the extra points.

WILL IT HAPPEN?
It’s impossible to gauge the owners’

thinking, and a three-quarters majority is
needed to pass any rules changes.

“I know a lot of times when we’re at
owner meetings, those things are brought
up, and it’s great when you’re in those meet-
ings because you hear all the different opin-
ions that are brought up with that,” Jaguars
coach Gus Bradley said. “I’m sure there will
be discussions about that. I’m excited about
hearing all those.”

Goodell doesn’t get a vote.
Then again, it sounds like he already has

cast his.

Goodell suggests ditching the PAT kick 
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The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

Strange Brew

Dogs of C-Kennel By Mick and Mason Mastroianni

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ If you wake up feeling tired, don't be
surprised -- your dreams probably have been
unusually vivid. You might want to back away
from a situation, especially if your intuition
points that way. Tonight: Avoid an argument.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★ Juggling several different interests like-
ly will succeed, but try not to allow details to
fall by the wayside. Others admire your ability
to put the final touches on a project. Tonight:
Pace yourself.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★ Keep reaching out to someone at a
distance whom you care a lot about. Listen to
your inner voice before you cause yourself a
problem with a loved one. Communication
soars, and perhaps too much will be shared.
Tonight: Romance blooms.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★ You could be taken aback by some-
one's efforts to change direction. How you
feel in the company of a loved one could be
very different from how you might have
thought you'd feel.  Tonight: Run some
errands on the way home.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★ You are likely to say what you mean,
which could startle several people. News heads
your way that might put a different slant on a
personal matter. Don't hesitate to take action.
Make a call, and seek out more information.
Tonight: In the swing of the moment.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★ Be aware of the costs of proceeding as
you have been. A child or new friend will let you
know what he or she wants in no uncertain
terms. You might be able to bypass a power
play and need to do nothing. Tonight: Use cau-
tion with your funds and a potential expendi-
ture.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★★ Claim your power by knowing what
you want. Until you are sure of your direction,
you need not do anything. A loved one could
act in a most unexpected way. Step back and
let the chips fall where they may. Tonight: Make
a call, and treat a friend to dinner.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★ You might want to withdraw, as volatile
news heads your way. Until you have a complete
grasp of the situation, this disengagement will
feel right. Tonight: Don't swallow your anger;
instead, express it in a way that can be heard.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ Focus on what you want and expect
from a situation. You have many options that
could work well for you, but you must know
your goal in order to make the right choice. A
partner or loved one might throw a lot of pos-
sibilities at you. Tonight: Where the gang is.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★ You might have no choice except to
assume the helm of the ship. The results could be
excellent because of your experience and drive. A
partner will add to the commotion in your life
without even realizing it. Instead of getting irri-
tated, enjoy the moment. Tonight: Work late.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★★ The key to making a situation work
will be gaining a broader perspective. Detach,
as difficult as it might be and despite some-
one's attempt to pull you into the action.
Tonight: Go where you can relax.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★ You could be in a situation that typi-
cally would push you and cause a temper
tantrum or an argument. The smart move is to
detach. An unexpected financial matter might
force you to rethink a commitment. Share your
feelings with a trusted friend. Tonight: Dinner
for two.

This year you have many more possibilities available to you
than in the past. This change reflects your evolution and abili-
ty to see beyond the obvious. You often detach in order to see
the big picture. As a result, you are able to make excellent
choices. If you are single, a friendship could be instrumental in your meeting someone. Be careful, as one
person who might seem to want to be more involved is emotionally unavailable. If you are attached, the two
of you often benefit from spending time alone together as a couple. Schedule at least one fun weekend away
from your daily routine. LIBRA often presents a different view.

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  JJaannuuaarryy  2222,,  22001144

By John DeeringSpeed Bump By Dave Coverly

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(310) 260-1528

Call theater for information.

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street Promenade
(310) 458-3924

Anchorman 2: The Legend Continues (NR)
1hr 59min
4:05pm, 10:30pm

Saving Mr. Banks (PG-13) 2hrs 00min
1:00pm, 7:00pm

August: Osage County (R) 2hrs 10min
1:20pm, 4:30pm, 7:30pm, 10:10pm

Nut Job (PG)
1:40pm, 6:45pm

Nut Job in 3D (PG)
4:15pm, 9:30pm

Devil's Due (NR)
2:00pm, 4:45pm, 7:15pm, 10:00pm 

AMC 7 Santa Monica 
1310 Third St.
(310) 451-9440

Frozen (PG) 1hr 25min
11:10am, 1:50pm, 4:40pm, 7:20pm, 9:55pm

Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit (NR) 1hr 40min
11:15am, 2:00pm, 5:00pm, 8:00pm, 10:40pm

Ride Along (PG-13)
10:50am, 1:35pm, 4:20pm, 7:15pm, 10:00pm

Wolf of Wall Street (R) 2hrs 45min
10:45am, 2:30pm, 6:20pm, 10:10pm

American Hustle (R) 2hrs 09min
11:00am, 1:15pm, 4:30pm, 7:40pm, 10:15pm

Lone Survivor (R) 2hrs 01min
10:55am, 1:55pm, 4:50pm, 7:50pm, 10:45pm

Legend of Hercules (PG-13)
10:45am, 4:55pm, 10:45pm

Legend of Hercules 3D (PG-13)
2:10pm, 7:30pm 

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex
1332 Second St.
(310) 478-3836 

Inside Llewyn Davis (R) 1hr 45min
1:40pm, 7:20pm, 9:55pm

Nebraska (R) 1hr 50min
4:30pm, 9:55pm

Philomena (R) 1hr 34min
1:50pm, 4:40pm, 7:30pm

Her (R)
1:00pm, 4:00pm, 7:00pm, 10:00pm

12 Years a Slave (R) 2hrs 13min
1:10pm, 4:10pm, 7:10pm, 10:10pm

For more information, e-mail editor@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES

DINNER FOR TWO TONIGHT, PISCES

office (310) 458-7737

INTERESTED IN YOUR DAILY FORECAST?
Check out the HOROSCOPES above!
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■ Disability or Disguise? Police in
Denver said the same man (still on
the loose), in his 50s and about 5-
foot-8, robbed three banks in the
area in December and faces up to 60
years in prison if caught. Either he
employs a finely detailed disguise,
or he is robbing banks under a signif-
icant disability, for in each job he
wears a "medical mask" and lugs
around a portable oxygen supply.
■ Medics and excessively confident
law enforcement officers are facing
federal lawsuits after, first, David
Eckert, in New Mexico, and then a
54-year-old woman in El Paso,
Texas, were repeatedly anally
examined in ultimately fruitless
searches for ingested drugs. Search
of Eckert began when a traffic offi-
cer thought he was "clenching" his
buttocks during a stop; search of
the woman began at the Mexico
border when she was selected ran-
domly for "additional screening"
and a police dog gestured toward
her. Both victims endured hours of
detention and bodily invasions, as
officers and medics, continually
finding nothing, used different tests
to justify their initial suspicion.
(Eckert received three enemas and
a colonoscopy.) Not a single trace of
drugs was found on either victim,
and both have sued for the trauma
and because both medical centers,
in Silver City, N.M., and El Paso,
billed the victims personally for the
forced procedures.

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

wwiilllliiwwaaww
\\  WWIILL--eeee--wwaaww  \\    ,,  nnoouunn;;
1. a violent squall that blows in
near-polar latitudes, as in the
Strait of Magellan, Alaska, and
the Aleutian Islands.

WORD UP!

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

1957– The New York City
"Mad Bomber", George

P. Metesky, is arrested in
Waterbury, Connecticut and is
charged with planting more than
30 bombs.

1962– The Organization of
American States sus-

pends Cuba's membership.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Draw Date: 1/18

13  14  19  31  38
Power#: 25
Jackpot: $131M

Draw Date: 1/17

1  10  26  31  51
Mega#: 11
Jackpot: $51M

Draw Date: 1/18

16  23  25  35  47
Mega#: 13
Jackpot: $12M

Draw Date: 1/20

11  12  24  28  38

Draw Date: 1/20

MIDDAY: 2 4 5
EVENING: 6 7 5

Draw Date: 1/20

1st: 02 Lucky Star
2nd: 05 California Classic
3rd: 01 Gold Rush
RACE TIME: 1:47.85

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy
of the winning number information, mistakes can
occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will
prevail. Complete game information and prize
claiming instructions are available at California
Lottery retailers. Visit the California State Lottery
web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

King Features Syndicate

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving
Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure
out which numbers are missing.
Then, based on the other numbers in
the row and column of each blank
cell, find which of the missing num-
bers will work. Eliminating numbers
will eventually lead you to the
answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

MYSTERY PHOTO Daniel Archuleta daniela@smdp.com
The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the
Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com. Send your mystery photos to 
editor@smdp.com to be used in future issues. 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $7.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 30¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display
ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$750 per day. Up to 15 words, 30 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Employment 

Help Wanted
 Assisted Living community is looking 
for a cook to help prepare meals for 
senior residents. Previous experience 
preferred. Schedule includes week-
days, weekends, and holidays. Pre 
employment drug test and criminal 
background check required. If inter-
ested, please come to 2107 Ocean 
Ave. SM 90405 to apply or fax resume 
to (310) 314-7356. EOE. 

Handyman

Handyman
Handyman Services All types of home 
repairs and improvements, call Bill 
(310) 487-8201 
Km construction Residential remodel, 
kitchen specialist. CA License Num-
ber: 738152. (310) 980-3500.  

Services

Business Services
 Local Credit Repair professional can 
help you get your credit score in the 
700’s fast, guaranteed. No long term 
subscriptions. Free consultations and 
estimates. Samohi alum! Call 310-
447-8274. Fixyourcreditconsulting.
com 

Blissful relaxation! Experience 
Tranquility & Freedom from Stress 
through Nurturing & Caring touch in a 
total healing environment. Lynda, LMT: 
310-749-0621

Fully Operational Equestrian Ctr.
28 acres of improved ground in
Topanga Canyon  $4,000,000 
(Owner may consider financing)
C. Holland & J. Pickett
(310) 478-7700 

For Sale

RUN YOUR
DBAs IN THE 
DAILY PRESS
FOR ONLY
$50
PUBLISH YOUR ALREADY
FILED DBA AND FILE A

PROOF OF PUBLICATION

(310) 458-7737
www.smdp.com/dba

Call us
today!

$7.50 A DAY LINER ADS! 
F o r  t h e  f i r s t  1 5  w o rd s .
CALL TODAY (310) 458-7737
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